


In repl7 please 
reter to: 3043 

Dear Hrs, Hol111an1 

President Roosevelt has referred to me your letter of JUly 14, 
1944, concerning the plight of the Jewish people in Europe. 

On January 22, 1944, the President created the Wnr Refugee lloArd 
tor the Plll'J>OSe of trucing all possible measures to sescue and eave the 
victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death, and to 
afford them ell pos~ible relief and assistance consistent with the auccesa­
ful prosecution of the war. 

fo accomplish the purpose for which it vae created, the War 
Refugee lloard has initiated numerous measures to aenist pereone to eecape 
from enemy and enemy-occupied countries, to find havens ot retUge tor tb'&m,, 
to obtain better treatment tor those for whom escape is not poseible, and 
to induce the sat6ll1te countries to desist Erom cooperating with the Nazi 
policy of persecution nnd extermination of minority peoples. The Board has 
stationed representatives in strategic countries in order to expedite these measures. 

In connection 11i th the problem of finding places of as;ylUJI to-, 
those who are enabled to escape from ene3y-controlled areas. you will be 
interested ~o kno~ that the President has recently taken action to eetab~ 
lish ll.ll Emorgency Refugee Shelter a.t Fort Ontario, Osvego, New Yorll:, which 
18 eoui:nned to cere for approximately l,000 refugees until the7 can be re­
turned to their hoaelands at the end of the war. 

I assure you that the :Board is doing everything in itrJ ptiver to 
achieve its humanit~rian objectives, knowing that the measure of ite success 
will be tho number of lives saved. 

flHR'tleO.l 3. fl, Pehl• 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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