


In reply please 
reBer toa 3021 

Dear Mrs. Ketchtlllll 

JUL 31. 

'i'he President has referred to me your letter 
of July 16, 1944, requesting immediate action by the 
War Refugee Board to enve the J ewhll people of Europe. 

Inasmuch ao Representative Xean has written 
to us in your behalf eoncel'ning the same subJect, 1 8111 

sure his letter to you will give you an idea of the work 
we nre doing and the measures we have tnken to rescue and 
save as many of the victims of Nazi oppression as possible. 

Your interest in the work of the Board and in 
the fate of these victimo of en~ persecution is appre­ciated. 

Sincerely youro, 

fSJ~ed) :J. 1r. Pehle 

~. w. Pehle 
~ecutive Director 
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In reply please 
refer to: 3022 

My dear Mr.._K.aan-t 

JUL26. 

;-~av~ ·~our letter of J~y 18. 1944, with which )'OU enclosed a letter addressed to you by Mrs. WUlinm ll, Ketchum, of Upper Montclair, New Jersey. 

On Janunry 32, 1944, the President created the War Refugee Board for the purpose of taking All possible measures to rescue and save the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death, and to afford them All pooaible relief and aeaistnnoe consistent w1 th the auoc&llll­ful proaeoution of the war. I BBsure you thnt tho Board to doing everything in its power to achieve the humnnitnrinn objective for which it was created. 

Since ita creation, the War Refugee Board has initiated nUilerous measures to assist persona· to escape from enemf and enemy-occupied countries, to find havens of refuge for them, to obtain better tre~tment for those tor whom escape is not possible, and to induce the satellite co~tries to desist from cooperating with the Had policy of pereeouti~d e~.~erndnBtion ot . minority peoples. Established private organ1z~o engaged in ref~ee and relief activities are cooperating with the Board in the development and exec>ttion of its progral\ID and are rendering e. valunble -service. 'l'be meaou:res adopted by the Board Bre being expedited by special representative& whteh it has stationed in strategic countries. 
{ 

Pres a releases, from ·time to time, give the highlights of wha.t we are doing, 1 am sure Mrs, Ketchua will appreciate that the nBture of our task 1s auoh that a detailed account of the work cannot be given. The iapor­tant thing 1s that people whose ·lives are in danger nre eeoapitig fro!D enemy­controlled terrttor.y, those who are brought out are being cared for, and places of asylum are being found for them vhere they can remain in 11afety until the time comes when they may be returned to their homes. 

In connection With the problem of finding places of asylum fQr those who are enabled to escape from -~-controlled areae, I am sure Hrll. Ketchum will be intereated.in the President's recent action eetab:\illhing an Emergency RefUgee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Hew York. Ooptee ot his reoen\ message to Oongreaa, hia cablegra. to Ambassador Murphy 1n Alg1~ra 



and his memorandum to the heada of the agencies concerned with the exe­
cution of the project are enclosed, Also enclosed 1e Mrs. Ketchum's. 
letter of July 16 to you, 

Mrs. KetchUC1
1
a concern for the fate of these unfortunHte people 

is appreciated. 

Honorable Robert W, Kenn. 

Xouse of Repreaentntives. 

Knoloaurea, 

7-25-.44 

Sincerely your a, 

l ...... , •••• MJ.e 
c ~ 

J. \·1. Pahle 
Executive Director 



ROBERTW. KEAN 
12TH DIST. NEW JERSEY 

' 
3022 

MEMBE:R OF 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 

W. R. B.------
FI/Jng Authority 
7o: Flies 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
-July 18 l~!liiAns. Req. -·-.. -·­

lnilial --·-·-·--~ 
Datil---·---

Deer !.tr. Pehle: 

I enclose herewith c. letter fro'l! one 

of I'IY constituents, Mrs. William H, Ketchwn;/ .of l!ont-

clair, N. J., which is self-expl:>r.atory. 

I ·.vUl appreciate it if y-:>'J. will 1•rrite r.~e 

suc11 :1 let':er a:; ::: r.~a.y send to her bearing upon the 

activities of y0ur Board. 

Thanking ~rou for your courtesy, I remain, 

dJY t~~ourJ/ _ _::_ 
(/ttf~,;f{f/l'{ju-<t; 

John w. Pehle, Esq., Exec. Dir. 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasury Dep3. rtment, 
City. 
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l<:rs. ··rilliam H. Ketchum 
181 Sununi t ·\venue 

Upper l:o,tclair, N. J, 

l 

Eor.. F.ott, ·c;. Kear., 
Jashington, D, c. 

Deqr Sir+ 

July 16, 194!. 

In view of the continuing persecution of 

:Surope!lll Jews, I earnestly desire some efficient 

action by the 7lal· Refugee Board, 

Very truly 

/sf Edna W. Ketchum 

(l,~rs. Wm. H.) 


