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In reply please ' MG 2%1%

Dear Dr, Lichtenstein:

The President has. roferred to me your letter of August 9,
1944, concerning the Plight bf refugees in Nazi-.ocoupled Rarope,’

On January 22, 1944, the President created the War Refugee
Board composed of the Secretaries of State, War, and Treasury, for
the purpose of taking all possible measures to resoue and save ‘the -
viotims of enamy oppression who are in {mminent danger of death,.
and to afford them sll possible relief and asalstance consistent :
with the successful prosecusion of the war. . '

To ageomplish the purpose for whieh it wag ereated, the:
War Refuges Board hos initiated numerous measures to asaist persons
to aescape from énsny and enemy-occupied countriss, to find havens -
of refuge for thém, to obbain better treatment for those for whom .
escaps is not possidle, snnd to induse the satellite countries to
| desist from coopsrating with the Hagd polioy of persecution and
' - ) externination of binority peoples, The Board has ‘stationed POPIG- .
) sentatives in strategic countries in order to expedite there measuyis,

In conneetion with the prodlem of finding places of asylus -
for those who are enmbled to oBcape from enemye-controlled areas, I -
am sure you wers interested to learn that the Preatdent haw taken S
action to eetablish an Emorgzency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontarie, . U
Oswego, New York, where approximately 1,000 refugees sre béing cared:- LR

for until they can be returned to their own countries nt the end o
of the war, : . ' : Co

under the jolnt financial responsidility of ‘the Uni ted-States a
Great Britain, and exisung_refu‘géa;caiipafin the Med SrTANeA)
vhich-are being expanded," These- 6psrations make use 37

Originally erected for military or other purposes whish are
able for housing large groups of persons. T e
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With respect to the problem of Hungarian Jows, 1
enclose a copy of a joint statement recently lssued by the
United States and British Governments which I an gure will be
of interest to you,

1 assure you that the Board 1is doing everything in
ite power to achieve its humanitarian objectives.

Sincerely yours,

i (Signea) g5, 8, Beblo

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

-

Dr. L. Lichtenstein;
- 2979 Harion Avenue,
Bronx, New York.

- ' Bnclosurs,
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