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April 18, 1944

_ Dear Mr. Dingol: %
i

I ghould bo gled to send you copies of my
addresses to the J. D. C, and the Women's Hationwl

Press Glub, had they bson propared in Banugoript form, .

On both qocasions I spoke from an outliney I am _
encloaing n copy of tha proass relesse whioh was ingued
in connsotion wilth the irat. Sorry not to bo move
helpful. -

Sincorely youra,

(81gned) J.W, Peble

J. ¥. Pohle
Execubive Director,.

Ur. S. Dingel, Editor
Rescue

425 lafayotte Stréot

Hew York 3, Hew York.




Redcue
A Journal Devoted To Prél:;lems of Migration

And Post- War Rehabilitation

Office of the Editor 425 LAFAYETTE STREET
NEW YORK 8, N. Y.

ALGONQUIN 4-2000

Hon. John W. Pshle, Exescutive Director
War Refugee Board

Executive Office of the PPesident
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pshle:

Replying to your very kind letter of April 1lth, I fully
appreciate the pressure on your time which makes it impossible for
you to write the articls we requested.

However, if it is not too much of an imposition, we would
appreciate your sending us copies of your recent addresses delivered
at the regional conference of the J.D.GJ in Chicago and at the Wo¥
men's Press Club in Washington, which we would like to reprint in
Resocus.

An editorial note will make it clear that they are delivered
addresses (and not an acticle).

It is because of our great desire to keep the work of the
War Refugee Board before the eyes of social service agencies and the - -
community welfare funds who are regular readers of Rescue, that I do T -
hope you will grant my request. . - ’

Thanking you for your courtesy, I remain,

Very Z;;ﬁgrely yours

S. *DINGOLY
Bditors
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Dear Hr. Dingola i

Thank you for sending me the Harch-April
: issue of HESQUE with the exaellent article on
v the War Refuges Board,.

I wish that it were poseible for me to
send you an artiole on the work of the Board,
keyed to the recent invasion of Hungary; but . -
the demands of the work I am doing are such
that it is impossible for me to take advantage
of this opportunity. I am sure you understand
Just how bressing those demands ara,

Sincgre]y yours,

H

(Signed) Jonu ¥. Penle

John Vs Pehle '
Executive Diractor - i

TR PR RN

| Mr, 8. Dingol, Editor
Rescue

, 425 Lafayette Street
New York (3), New York

Viitgd




Office of the Editor
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R W/ . o BBW__,._____
- Filing Authority

A Journal Devoted To Problems of Migrationr ;‘:)’;F,,[es
And Post- War Rehabilitstion Mo, /';;‘"/?eq
425 LAFAYETTE STREET - Iniiad.

NEW YORK 3, N. Y. B Duate......

April 7th, 1944

Hon., John W. Pehle )
War Refugee Board t
Treasury Building, Room 228

“Washington, D. C. ;

Dear Mr. Pehle: o f

T teke the 1liberty of sending you a copy
of our monthly publication "RESCUE" which 1s just
off the press and wish to call your particular ate:
tention to an article’ of the War Refugee Board (on
page 5) which may interest you. .

Would it be possible for you to hendr us
with a statement as to the present activities of the |
WRB, its accomplishments, hopes and fears in view of
the recent Nazi invasion of Hungary. We would llke
to publish it as an article gn our next issue, .The
60,000 members of our Soclety, as well as the many
organizations affiliatéd with HIAS, will greatly ap-
preciate 1t. 'f :

Thanking you in advance for your courtesy,
I remain, -

Very sincerely ybur ,

S. Dingol]
EDITOR.

SDsIF

enclosure
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-strong men and women.

IMMIGRATION STOPPAGE WOULD BE
UNWISE AND UNGENEROUS

By FRANCIS BIDDLE,
Attorney General of the United States

1 welcome this chance to speak to the
members and friends of the Hebrew
Sheltering and Immigrant Aid So-
ciety.

For sixty-three years the Society

" has been stretching hands of welcome

to the men and women who came to
our country in search of the adventure
of freedom. They had torn up their
roots, having determined that the new
world was better than the old. Their
hearts must have beaten with the ex-
citement of the unlimited future, sud-
denly flowing toward them, as they
stood on deck and watched the new
shore line of the great harbor they
were entering, or the silhouette, per-
haps at dawn, of the Statue of Lib-
erty. But their ties with all they had
known and loved had not been broken.
In the eagerness of looking forward
there was sadness in looking back.
The gulf had to be bridged. Organiza-

_ tions such as yours helped them bridge

that gap.

Today I want to review briefly the
history of immigration to this country,
and suggest some of the problems that
will confront our decisions in the near
future—the future immediately fol-
lowing the war, and during the forma-
tive post-war years.

We sometimes talk rather loosely
about “refugees,” forgetting their
pitiable plight—starvation and tor-
ture, the slow starvation of children
who some day might be free -and
The terrible
shock of these years has been heaped
most violently against the Jews, for

‘ they were the first to suffer, and in

their way to'our country, and felt

ik
357

FRANCIS BIDDLE
Attorney General of the
United States

every Axis-dominated country they
have endured the most shameful in-
dignities and repressions. We cannot

‘realize, for we have not seen, -how

cruelly they have been treated. Nor
on the other hand can we fully under-
stand, except those of us who, like the
members of your Association, have_
seen ‘it at first hand, the touching

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is an ex-
cerpt from the address of the Hon. Francis
Biddle, Attorney General of the- United
States, which he delivered at the 57th an-

nual: convention of HIAS. B ‘

*-many. As the Commissioner ¢f Irami
gratitude of .those who have found

around them the safety and decency
of free institutions,

Two years ago I had occasion to de-
liver a radio address describing the
alien registration act which had just
gone into effect. The same day a
young Radeliffe student wrote me from
Gambridge, Massachusetts, expressing
what refuge in this country meant to
her. “I don't need to tell you,” she
wrote, “that we, perhaps éven more
than you ‘real’ Americans, wandering,
uprooted and haunted as we have been
for the last eight years, need your
United States; not just as a piece of
land, a material living space; for much
more than that. We need America to
regain our faith in living, and dying.
Human beings, and above .all, young
people, do not live by bread alone.” We
have the urge of being loyal to some-
thing on this earth, of pledging our
allegiance to some flag. “We crave to
be let to love, and be at least accepted
in return. We want to know why we

should work; get married, and have
children. We need:America to give us
>an answer.” :

"And America needs these new immi-
grants who with their aspirations of
what America means to them have

- built her into the greatness she has~ -
become. s -

Recently there has been a good deal )
of uninformed discussion as to the -
number of “refugees” coming fo this".
country in the past few years -since
racial and religious persecution -hag”
become deliberate government  polic;
_in_the Axis world, particularly in- Gei

‘I ai “speaking now-

1 18 without-foundati
! b
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ents and business visitors who come A number of bills have been recently be a world of compromise of those
here for temporary stay or in transit.  introduced in Congress seeking to ban expressions of nationalism which tend

e . s all immigration after the war. Inthe to build barriers between nations—or C fole
\\'eF:é-n:);tete[:in-n} ?ﬁ::]f::?mw,}g‘ézlto,:r:? years to come, particularly in these %0 at least if u Justing peace is to be The Modern Migrétion Moyemepts : Thire ‘had ones Bac 2900,‘000

b 4 = G i .o attni . a1y g " : -Once ‘been, | {;
grant aliens. un average of less than MMediate years .1tte_x t.he ene‘m~\ is ‘}ttdmed.' After the war the suceess. By PROFESSOR SALO W, BARGN théy deéclined ' o o quatte
28,000 4 year, from Axis-dominated beaten and the sad countries of Europe  fy) continuance of the good will be- cec] ber; but thars
:-éllmtries ; I)u‘ring thl’\“ 1;e;‘iud 298 063 lift their eyes to the West, T suggest  tween the Alljes is essential for the —— . ) -+ former number; but T
nun-immli'gr-mt: \\‘ereh admitt.e‘(? .for that we must not shut our doors to the beginnings of that peace. The sudden '

MIGRATION SPELLS PROGRESS =

Famous Historian Tra'ces“ﬂ()ﬁgin‘ and'Character of

“rect, ‘at that. time: the
Spain - something. i b

[

. 2255000 Jews Whe,
A Stav ajority  D'eeds of our fellow men. | do not clusing of our doors to the nationals of We.are now in a period of economic ! Queen lBBP?d a
i?"}ﬁi;r;az?;‘]r:gg\f‘lb;trgfh?‘gg;{;é Know what will be {he tendency,  our allies would not be calculated to n_atloxll%;hsm, ;n atI}’]e‘fmd ;n ‘Z}“‘:},‘ na- Je,“]'qs. W°;‘111§_1 h\”“_"?, frisy
States. Many of them uf course were ‘Whether the newly freeq people, look-  Basyre cooperative action by other na- ! . tlons like to ¢ ost?‘]l elg gat}e;s 0 migra- wit H:i“ be?’“ Jmon 3’ edite,
not refugees at all Ing to their own reconstruction, wil] be tions in fields that we may hold essen- | tions. We are still under the pressure, wanted .to | Scome conver g
& ‘ less tempted to immigrate to the ex- tial for the foundations of peace. That | not only of 'the quota laws of the . tlam"‘Yg‘ Well, our :est

Traditionally we have been a &en-  tent they had before the war. But I we are fully aware of the vital role . U}uted .States’ _bUt of t?x‘e‘tremend‘ous ther, and say. that aboiit :
erous people to the oppressed of other sincerely hope that we will mot make that immigration plays in internation. difficulties which Jewish and mon- 225,000 acceptad that decree;ire
countries who have fled to our shores, g} migration impossible, I believe in

al relations is shown by the recent
restricted immigration. But I do not action of the

believe that it would be wise, let alone Chinese Exc

Jewish migrants have encountered in
Should we now be alarmed that during Congress in repealing the | recent years, especially in the 1980's. .
this hideous decade of the cruelest op- lusion laws. The actual ! It is very worth while to recall, how-
pression that Europe has known, the ¥enerous, to cut off aj) Immigration as effect of the repeal of the old laws in : ever, that human history from its
victims, chiefly Jewish, sought shelter  soon s the war is over. We shall be terms of the number of Chinese who ‘ inception has been full of migrations.
with us, in numbers far below the living in a more closely knit world—a might enter this country was negligi- i To conceive of any period in the des-. -
yuota designations of their respective world in which, if peace is to long  ble. It has been caleulated that under | z tiny of mankind as static i3 just as

in’ Spaih, ‘and aceepted. Christ
The balance, ‘somethit
moved /out under, gy
rific difficulties of |

", 8on to'believe that fully
" 175,000. died’ during "their i
before they. suceeeded in
any. other country.. Yoy, ¢
. much ‘teligion meant ‘to
They could have remaine
try. The' economic,  rea;
' present.. "There-was: no
mient of conquest the WaE T
.., & religiohs. and cultural’ attity
* forced thess Jews

vountries? Should we be perturbed endure, nations cannot be separated in  the new legislation hardly more than unhistorical as it will prove unwork-
by the admission of 28.000 refugees a  pjgig vacuums of isolation. It is too 2 hundred Chinese a year could be ad- ] able in practice, if statesmen and na-
year, even if all were termed “refu-  soon at this time to formulate any plan  mitted. But the moral effect, the ‘ v tions should insist upon it. The dyna-
wees.” into a country of 130.000,000! or policy looking to post-war immigra- human result of our action was of } mism of history hasg always been so

There are other countries, smaller tjon. Nor do I believe that it would incalculable importance. We removed powerful as to overcome any obstacle
but no less civilized than ours, which  be wise now to attempt to fix such a , barrier that for yvears had been a erected by law, by the conscious will
have responded far more generously.  policy, We must plan for the wisest, source of irritation to a great and ! of any nation and its leaders. It
From 1939 to last November the the steadiest, and the most fruitful friendly nation. | stands to reason that in 1944, or any i ) NN
Swedish nation admitted 41,000 refu- development of our own country. Tt is We should not, as | have said [ year thereafter, human history will PROF. SALQ W, BARO‘
kees, of whom 12,000 were children normal and proper that we must think change our laws to‘permit unrestricted : o o
under 16 and of whom approximately  fipst of our own People, of their growth ,

2T
settli

i not stop, will not suddenly be sus- ) IR (qtq“oﬁherl pd

i By . ad . A | immigration. Although there is to- . pended.” - - . ible: the encfoschi’ﬁeﬁt“
m.'e};tg"d f“ere Jews. ?‘*d “;3 f‘“:i' and happiness, before we give consid-  qay oup country, proportionately to - ; When we look back in history gés:orrisep:;ionsfzgon the tortitarios.
{nsﬂf ﬂre uge on at'snmtx ar scale a]n eratmn to the needs of_ the men and our population, a smaller percentage ; throughout the agey, we find thgt the of other nations ’ fivst 6ccupyiﬂg‘"ch‘ém ;
:n e::’iomoeogroPofr lron o (‘mrldpo;}): ?- women of other countries who would of foreigners and of foreign born that economic motive. proved for the ‘most, and ks moviné‘ Feg thorny oot b
iy o th Uit :Lsetest ould lo3g ¢°me to our lang, - at any time in the past hundred years part to be the decisive incentive to cause they were-£60 poor 1. tha; -
;l:r]x: $ e Tnited States since 191 Yet. our growth ang happiness, the ©OF More, we have not yet achieved the N migrations, Whether one is & Marx- land, but in-order £ aier ’

) . . development of thjs American {'ace, full national unity anq coordination ist or not, whether one believes in the g b
I make this tomparison not to sug-

cannot be thought of separately from which marks a sturdy and a mature
other nations, apart from the welfare People. .
] . of other human beings. The war has I suggest that our future ‘controls
can see them in proper perspective. taught us that in fact we are not iso-  may be made even more selective, It
We are a country of many Jraces and. lateq, sogially or eco‘nomical]y, from s too early to determine what forms
of many f:.uths. For the major stretch other peoples and other races. The that choice may take. Probably no
of our existence we have opened our lesson was not learned when we fought long term policy can be outlined untjl
d:?ors wide tg newcomers from Europg. twenty-five years ago. But today the we see what direction—po]itical]y and
“_e have built our freatness on thejr world is even more interdependent. economically—the post-war years will
vigor. For about twenty vears NOW,  And now We can see more clearly that take. Our policies will be guided
consclous that we were not at{sorbmz our policies and our actions affect and primarily by our own needs. But those
the new streams from abroad into our 4y affected by what happens in other needs will necessarily. be influenced,
OWn national make-up, we have heavily lands ne longer distant in terms of ang to an extent defined, by our rela.
rle]i::rl}cl;ecie lihe ﬂotw. hAlread;; ttl’}lle rz— travel or of communication. tion to other countries of the ‘world.
=ults have begun to show, . e en . . i i consi i
of 1940 there were slightly less than It_ 1s perpaps a Fru1§m to keep re- gfﬁ(‘}g:tlgﬁi z}éfi};:nizztsg::ldegiiuig
five million foreigners in the Uniteq Deating this  dominating factor of we also take into account some form of
States. not by estimate but by actua] human solidarity. But we must never ;:eo'gliaphic control, such as the admis-
count under the Aljen Registration forget it. It should underlie all our sion of immigrants most fitted to bujld
Act. Three yvears later there were a thinking, all our approach fo this new the development of thinly inhabited
little over three million siy hundred World as yet so formless beyond the regions such as Alaska? I}s, it oss!ible
thousand—a drop of about 25 per cent. approacl.\mg_horlz_on of the peace. The 'to devise and . to admx:nister ]I:zlw of
This drop is mainly accounted for by field of Jmmigration is but one aspect which the effect would be to directsthe
the large number naturalized during ©f the larger vistas. If America is to newcomers away from the ‘areas of
those three years, about 930,000. But DProsper. it must trage with other congestion and toward areag wiege
the point is that today the proportion Nations. Population is sparse ang deve]opﬁxent
of foreigners to the total population— Living in this new world will involve i r
less than three Der cent—is smaller closer internationaj obligations and re-
than it has been for many decades. sponsibilities. More and more it wil]

&est that we have been inhuman in our
immigration policies, but so that we

L PRt N . over their neighbor.’ ' T
economic interpretation of hlstqry‘m‘ e TR B 1
all phases or not, one must admit that . A third‘element which I should men- ‘i
when it comes to the area of migra- : tion, even though it is less:-important
Hons the main impetus and. stimulus." than the political ‘element, ‘isi'the ' cal
to migratory movements in' all ages turaland religion
was the economic need. A country be-'"  qhere o
came overpopulated be¢ause' its. pro-
duction "did not keep pace with it
population increase; ‘it had. a ‘surplus .
"of population. . That; surplus had' to- jom. 1 ‘ .
ove away. That is as'true as the. giodqn the counitry of settlément; The
dawn of history ag it is trie in the. - raised their childven ther
Twentieth Century. It.is as trueyof there for géneratio
those nomadic  peoples who- left one. .. . N
area for another because the first .ares, -
was, exhausted, and looked for: some,
new pastures . elsewhere where' .they. ‘Ple, .1f  ther W
could- find' some new economio oppor- - Persecution in ceyta
funitles, as it is true in the Middle DefSecuted miinority. of
Ages'or i modern times, as it s true  had toleave the count

On‘]ymm a secondary way may we:
consider the politica) elem‘e‘n(:‘,‘ the po~
litical power complex, the ambition,fo,r‘
reign and rule.and con, est, which. i
EDITOR'S' NOTE: This highty nterebsi y
on' the origin and charicter of modern mi
i an cxcerpt of a lecture delivered by -

Baron of - Columbia,. University, . at” the
T:nininz Course on Migration Problems.

f“
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WHAT TRANSPIRED IN WARSAW BEFORE
THE REVOLT OF THE GHETTO BROKE OUT

Evewitness Account by One Who Wy Among the Last Jews to Have
Encaped feom the City of Slaughter
7y EDWARD WARSZAWSK]
————
appears over this

March-April, 1944

lowed this procedure: A train com-

freight cars would take the victims
into u uninhabited area. When the
train arrived at jts destination, the
survivors would be released from the
cealed cars and ordered to dig « huge
mass grave. A detachment of Nagzj
soldiers would then train their ma-
chine guns on the victimg who fell into
the mass grave. The next transport
was ordered to fill the ditches with
earth and to dig a new huge mass
krave.  Soon this method of mass
slaughter was abandoned and the ter-
rifying word Treblinka became known.
We knew what Treblinka means:
Death by suffocation in gassed cham-
bers, death by electrocution.
Most of my fellow prisoners of the
Ghetto of Warsaw died as martyrs in
Treblinka. Deportation to this place
of horror began in the summer of 1942
and continued unti) the Spring of
1942,
Do not expect me to tell you more
about these horrors, They are, as they
have been to us at first, unbelievable
but, nevertheless, a stark unspeakable
reality.  Will T ever be able to close
my eyes at night without recalling
these dreadful scenes of human canni-
balism? No more of this. I would
rather tell yoyu of the long prepara-
tions which we have made for resist-
ance and for revenge. Untj) almost
the very last day of my stay in the
ghetto, we maintained our’ under.
Fround organization. Almost to the
very last, we maintained contact with
the outside worlg by 2 radio set which
was installed in g cellar:  Arms
and munitions were being smuggled in
and prepared for the day of resistance.
Indeed, some of the bombs we pro-

. duced ourselves, within the walls of
the ghetto.

The Jlast remnant of the Warsaw
Jewish community gave battle, -1t
asked and received no quarter, Twenty-
five or thirty thousand of my fellow
ghetto prisoners died like heroes in
ﬁg—ht.against the bestial foe, When
the battle was over, five thousand who
were overtaken by thé Nazis were led

The name w

artiche

which we were thrown?  The answer
i= swark but simple: o v the sturdiest
survive, The others died in the myri-
ads even before the official campaign
of extermination began, We. those
who were fortunate to be uccepted as
workers in war factories were piven
ration cards which entitled us to pur-
chase five pounds of bread per week
and & small quantity of poratoes. Qur
‘wages amounted to no more than sev-
eral Zlotys a week. Our wages were
insufficient for the purchase of the
food to which we were entitled. Of
the five pounds of bread each one of us
“ave. at the request of the Kehila. for
the maintenance of the sick, weak und
elderly persons us well as the young
who were not fit for work and were
under the care of the Judenrat of
which Adam Chernikow was the head.
The food situation was somewhat
eased by the desperate measures to
which we resorted. Our underground
organization smuggled in smal} quan-
tities of bread and vegetables, The
sewers and underground canalg served
as the connecting link between the
«hetto and the outside world, The cor-
ruption of the Gestapo officialg and
German officers and privates ‘helped a
commanded by the underground hit. Al that was left of our meager
movement to deave Warsaw, [ wag en. belongings was “tradeg” for the right
trusted with an important mission  to smuggle'in bread. :
which required me o proceed to Lon- By 'the end of July, 1942, 130,000
don. In the process | orisked my life Jews had died of starvation and ty-
Many times, | was “somewhere in  phus. ®qe hundred and twenty thou-
Poland” while the revolt of the ghetto  sand Jews had been “deported” which
Wias i progress, | reached England we subsequeht]y‘discovered‘\vas only
tine months thereafter. 4 thinly veiled hoax perpetrated by
When I entered the whetto, it housed, the overbearing Nazis against their
under the most dreadfu) conditions, »  unarmed” and défenseless, and’ weak
population of maore than 500,000 Jews, victims,
One half of that number were Jews At first, the Nazis called it “Ueber-
fram other countries and other parts siedlung” (trans-sett]ement), Frau-
of Poland whe have been brought by Zlulently the Aryan cowards resorted
the Nuzis to the ghetto, When I left ¢ every trick of language to persuade
there was a Jewish population of only | their non-Aryan victims that by reg-
35,000, Hunger, typhus and Nazi de. istering for “Uebersiedlling’»’ they
Dortations and mass executions have would improve their condition and,
“liquidated” whyt was ance the most  above all, have the opportunity of eat.
numerous Jewish tommunity in Eyp- ing “bread and marmalade”, "When
e The houses which remained in- these tricks became too transparent the

taet following the bombardment of the Nazis exhibited their nailed fist and
shetle, were later, I was reliably in-

formed, vccupied by Germans who
Were evacuated from the bombed Ger-
man citjes,

How did we, inmates of the ghetto,
survive the dreadfy] conditions into

s ne very
capbing from the ¢
thetto of Wars Where nearly 500,-
W00 Jewish men, women and children
were tortured and perished, ] am 42
ears of ape and while dictuting these
lines in embuttled London, England,
Hoseems to me that | have lived
throngh u thousund vears of night-
marish horrors,

I am o member of the Jegal profes-
sion and befure the uutbreak of the
war I pract law and had my offices
noionon sh part of the Polish
vapital. | swas herded ing, the Ghetto
of Warsaw jn 1940, | entered to-
sether with my entire family, my par-
VHESCmy wife, my children und other
refatives, When [ «scaped in March,
P T eft the ghetty aloe. All the
other members of my family perished.
During my stay in the ghetto I wag 4
manual laborer in g factory which
form helonged to o Jewish owner
but confiscated by the Nazis and
converted to German  war produc-
Hon, D worked, suffered and took part
N the preparation of the resistance

which broke out several weeks after |
W

> Some of ug have, like my-
self, succeeded in escaping through the
updergrpund -canals, ‘They joined the
Tewish ‘guerilla command which
comprised of four to
domitable fighters under the leader-
] ship of a former Jewish officer in the
for “deportation”. Six te seven thou- . Polish Army, who is known under the
sand Jews were being caught, like ' assumed name of Joseph Gut.’

fish in a pond, daily and talken to the They are stif] carrying on our
Death Trains. At first the Nazis fol- battle.

prising of approximately 50 to 60 °

——

been hailed as an event of the greatest
significance on the rescue front, It
is too early to speculate on the scope
of the rescue achievements which may
ultimately be credited to the War Ref-
ugee Board., It is, however, pertinent
g to depict the background and to take

into consideration all the events of a .

similar character ang purpose wh‘ich‘
preceded this historic act of the gov-

ernment of the United ‘States. o

To appreciate the full significance of

the opportunity that seems to beckon

i to us now it is-essential to recall that
since Hitler declared his merciless war
‘y' on the Jews, we, who have engaged in
endeavors of rescue, have suffered

many. disappointments, .

To begin with, the Council of the

' League of Nations, in October, 1933
appointed a High Commission for Ref-

ugees (Jewish and others) coming

from Germany. The High' Comimis-

sion was given the tagk of “negotiat-

ing and directihg” the “international
collaboration” ‘which was even then
recognized ag necessary to solve rthe .’
“econemic, financial and social . ‘prob-“

lems”’' of the refugees. ' The "High'
Commission, as -the. events” proved '
later, wds a ‘complete failure. “The
memorable letter of resignation ‘writx.
ten by Jameés G. MeDonald; an eminén .
American, who served as- the 'High
Cormmissioner, on December 27, 1985,
‘was, indeed, a sad but’ appropriate

nce, did .what:
. .eVer  was ‘possible to alleviate the "
.plight - of the victims. Three “other:
" long. years, marked by systematically
orgéhized“prdgraﬁns‘ and ¢ynical Nagzi-
propaganda, passed. The Nazi: poison
and even legislation medelled after the
infamous Nurenberg Laws, spread b
countries; other  than Nazi - Germany.
It was .ofly in July,” 1938 that Pre
dent Roosevelt took' the initiative.fos
convoking the Evian Cbiifereng:e.‘f,[‘hir
ty-two nations were invited to take

. President Roosevelt’s Executive Or-
\ der of January 22nd, 1944 creating the

War Refugee Board and the first meas-
ures undertaken by, the Board, com-
prising the most eminent members: of
President Roosevelt’s Cabinet have

. With:a view to- golvin
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refugee problem is only a by-product
of the disturbed world scene and its
solution may be left to the men and
women of good-will who make the re-
lief and succor of the victin;ls thiir

- N special concern. It is now, happily,
Hebrew Sheltermg and Immigrant rrf)ore widely recognized that to prevent
the extermination of the Jewish popu-
lation in the lands of the Swastika is
an essential and urgent part of the
struggle against the enemy. Equal

VoL 1 € 30> No. 3-4

THE NEW TASK

As the War is entering now in its
decisive stage, the staggering propor-
tions of the period that will follow the
cessation of hostilities, come into clear
view. The winning of the war and the
Peace are, it is already clear today, but
the two sides of the same medal.

The delegates who attended the
“Rescue Now” convention of HIAS,
had the opportunity of looking closely
upon both phases of the problem inso-
far as it touches the task of rescue to
which the activities of HIAS are dedi-
cated.

They were cheered and greatly en-
couraged by the hitherto not too wide-
ly known fact that since the beginning
of hostilities four years ago, the work
of rescue, difficult as it has been, was
not fruitless as it seemed. More than
117,000 Jewish refugees from Hitler’s

aptly when he stated that

“This rescue and rehabilitation
work must be performed not only
for the sake of the victims but for
the peace and welfare of all hu-
manity in the post-war period. A
great task summons us to service
of historic and unprecedented scope.
We shall, with your help, answer
the call to service in a manner that
will be worthy of America and of

American Israel.”

Nobody knows to what extent the
fiendish extermination squads that are

at “work” in Europe have succeeded

Europe succeeded in escaping from the * in their diabolical crime of mass mur-

claws of the foe and found refuge in
countries overseas. Even during 1943,
the year which witnessed the lowest
ebb in emigration, nearly 10,000 Jews
succeeded in leaving Europe and find-
ing asylum. It all goes to show that
bérseverance at a vital and urgent
task succeeds in a measure commen-
surate with the effort and the sinceri-
ty of the purpose which motivates it.

More than 50¢ of the number of
Jewish refugees whose flight from
Hitler’s persecutions wa$  crowned
with success in the darkest twelve-
month reached the United States.

Elsewhere in this issue the record
of the various attempts to secure in-
ternational and intergovernmental co-
operation for the rescue of, specifically
the Jewish victims of the Nazi regime,
is recounted. The story of these plans
and measures is a record of failure to
which the action of the President of
the United States and the plans of his
War Refugee Board have now written
finis. Too long and too widely has the
view been entertained that the Jewish

der. Under all circumstances, it must
be assumed that the task of feeding,
healing, repatriating and reuniting
the survivors with their kin abroad
and aiding them to emigrate will re-
quire enormous forces and resources,
These rescurces will be necessary on
a constantly increasing scale to be
commensurate with the larger oppor-
tunities which governmental and in-
ternational cooperation will make
available,

For 1944, the “Rescue Now” con-
vention voted a budget of $1,500,000.
This amount has been authorized in
accordance with an itemized estimate
which includes the all important item
of $500,000 for War Emergencies and
Post-War Planning., A veteran of six
decades, HIAS faces today its greatest
challenge as wel] ag its greatest oppor-
tunity. The renewed expression of
public confidence which is reflected in
the budget for the current year is an
indication of the profound desire -of
American Jewry to aig in the fulfill-
ment of the new tasks on the- front of
rescue,

recognition is now to be given to the
view that just as the rescue of the
victims now is a part of the effort for
winning humanity’s war, so will the
task of rehabilitation and resettle.
ment, by means of emigration, be an
indispensable phase of the concerted
efforts of the democracies to win and
to establish a just and enduring peace
in the post-war world. The President
of HIAS, in his message to the con-
vention, has summed up this view

|
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HIAS CONVENTION APPEALS FOR “RES T

117,000 European Jews Saved from Hitler’s 1S,lil‘u‘;,;hter Houses' Since
Refugees Found Refuge Overseas in 1943, |

—_— .

Vote for $1,500,000. ‘Bﬁdgct‘l"‘or:1944‘; Aid o Rofy ees'Se
to Win Just and Enduring Pease '

2,500 Delegates Cast Up

ly for a $1;500,000 budget'for 1944 to
carry out.a wider S€0pe program of
..refugee aid services “at -homé’ and
abroad. $650,000 of the amount .hds
been earmarked for services to be.
performed by HIAS-ICA:at European
ports of ‘embarkation and “in Centyal

Acting on the thesis that “the rescue
of Hitler's victims 'who are in immi-
nent danger of death in the Nazi
slaughter houses” is part’ of the
“winning of humanity’s war -against-
the Nazis”, 2500 delegates of numep. '
ous religious, labor and fraternal or.
ganizations who attended the annual

S
for! the' stagger,
face the'

1
\
1

I and South American countries. WO
convention of the Hebrew Sheltering : ' Spen;
and Immigrant Aid Society, appealed “Staggering Problem? Must Be - ust
to the Government of the United . ) " o

“to-win'a j

States and to the United Nations for S;.)l:;ed m Worthy Manner.
the speedy implementation of a'“Res- OF -America !

‘ S b
cue Now” program. “It must be clear to-all' 6f ug that the
The convention held on March 5 &reater opportunities for; rescue which
and presided over by Abraham Hep. have been opened to us ay a result of 1
s e i &
man, heard reports concerning the pro- glres;dent Roose}’glz§ }ua‘:ox: lcRa'u;t a“,‘?_ :
gress of the “Rescue Through Emigzja- Boeé rgrqigr:am o s War egum?;
gon” actx(\irities of HIAS in the United vegent o blf;:;o‘;l’gv‘;ﬂ‘c‘; *}aﬁg‘?chge" '
tates and of the HIAS-ICA Emigra- W ; . o O
tion Association, its European instru- lr;ully aeeepted and diligently perfon
mentality for refugee aid services, = DY US.

Directing its 2ppeal for the realiza-

program outlined in Presidert Roose-
velt’s Executive Order of January. 22,
War Refugee Board voted unanimous-

' ‘our power tofacilitat;
‘in accordance
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achievements of H1AS during the past
year were reviewed and plans for the
current year were outlined in the
message.

“Fortress Europe™ Became
“Slaughter House Europe™

Giving a detailed account of the nu-
merols services rendered by HIAS
and HIAC-ICA to the survivors of the
inti-Jewish massacres in Europe, and
reporting that during the year 1943
ten thousand Jewish refugees suc-
ceeded in fleeing from the Nazi per-
secution and finding refuge beyond
the borders of Europe, Mr. Herman
ibed the background of horrors
st which the rescue work was
performed.

“It was the year”, declared Mr. Her-
man in his ad s. “of the heroic
Revolt of the Warsaw Ghetto and the
annihilation of the largest European
Jewish community: the year of Treb-
linka and Oswiencim in Poland: of
the Kiev and Kharkov massacres in
Oceupled Russia; of slavery and tor-
ture in the concentration camps of
Theresienstadt in Czechoslovakia; of
Trunsnistria under Roumanian occu-
pation: of Westerbork in Occupied
Holland and of Camp Drancy in occu-
pied France. Fortress Europe, where
the dvomed Nazis prepared to make
their last stand, became Slaughter
House Europe for its Jewish commu-
nities. The lands of the enemy be-
came an hermetically sealed prison
from which few could escape. The
enemy showed no mercy, not even for
children.  Efforts at rescue cbuld be
made only in behalf of the fortunate
of the victims—those who had enough
ingenuity, means and courage to risk
their lives to escape and illegally eff
ter adjacent countries. This was the
case of about 20,000 Jews who fled
from France, Holland, Belgium and
Luxembourg and found refuge in
Switzerland. This was the good for-
{une of approximately 8,000 Jews who
tled from France and found asylum in
Spain and Portugal. This was also
the opportunity that came, fhanks to
the memorable act of the people and
Government of Sweden, to over 5,000
Jews of Denmark for whom Sweden
opened its doors in the eleventh hour
of their plight, and extended to them
its hospitality for the duration of the
war.

117.205 Jewish Refugees Emi-
grated Since Beginning of War,
10.000 in 1943

That 117,205 Jewish refugees from
Europe have been saved from Nazi
persecution, thanks to the possibilities

for emigration overseas that were
kept open for them, was the highlight
in the report submitted to the conven-
tion by Isaac L. Asofsky, Executive
Director of HIAS. 10,000 Jewish ref-
ugees have emigrated from Europe in
1943 and more than fifty percent of
those rescued during the year found
asylum in the United States, his re-
port showed. .

The report of the Executive Direc-
tor showed that, on the basis of figures
now available, out of the total of 117,-
205 Jewish immigrants from Europe
in the four year period—1940-1943—
77,995 were admitted into the United
States; 13,651 entered Palestine; 16.-
558 found havens in South American
countries and an estimated number of
approximately 11,000 found asylum -in
Central American and other countries,
The year 1944 witnessed the lowest
ebb of Jewish emigration from Europe
during the war period.

Mr. Asofsky’s report also contained
interesting details concerning the ac-

tivities of HIAS service departments .

at home. It showed

That the HIAS Pier Service,
which ministers to the immediate
needs of immigrants on arrival, met
during 1943, 308 steamers which
docked at the ports of New York,
Boston. Baltimore, Philadelphia,
New Orleans and San Franeisco;

That the HIAS Shelter Depart-
ment provided 5,351 nights of shel-
ter and 64,291 kosher meals to ref-
ugees who were released by the im-
migration authorities into the care
of HIAS;

That at Ellis Island, the HIAS'

Bureau attended to 8,691 requests
for counsel and eooperation in cases
of detained immigrants, warrant
cases and immigration problems;

That the Legal Bureau in Wash-
ington, D. C., dealt with 5,279 cases
requiring representation before va-
rious federal agencies;

That the organization’s Personal
Service Department received and
dealt with 183,286 inquiries from
Americans in all walks of life who
are interested in the rescue of thejr
kin abroad;

That the Americanization ‘and
Naturalization Department of the
organization ajded 5,931 applicants
in the filing of their first and second
citizenship papers and 1,326 future
citizens attended the organization’s
Americanization classes.

U. 5. Attorney General Biddle
Speaks

U. 8. Attorney General, Franeis
Biddle, headed the list of speakers who
addressed the session. (Excerpts pub-
lished on page 1),

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

OF UN

RRA

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AN REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

1734 New York Avague, Nortnwest

Washington 6, D,

Februsry 12, 1944

Hr. Abratham Herman, President,

Nebrew Sheltering and Imaigrant Ald Sootety,

1317 F Street, Northwest,
Waghington, U, C. .

¥y 2ear Mr, Herman:

I understand that on Sunday,

March fifth, the

flebrew Sneltering and Immigrant A Soclety winl
hold ite annual meeting st the Hotel Astor in
TY.

New York €1

[nas your cembers will put forts evepy offors to
Lighten the burdene of a0 many unrersumess Ppecple.

I would appreciate 1T if you wouta extand my
hearty grecungu‘ud go0d wishes to Your officers,
..

Senbers ana gues

Very otncerely yours,

ot aBinl

Herbert H, Lehman
Directar General

PR
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HIAS PLATFORM FOR RESCUE NOW -

Plans and Proposals as Formalated in Resoluti
Adopted by HIAS Convention '

$1,500,000 Budget for 1944.

GRIEVED over the unspeakablle hor-
rors of mass slaughter, mass depor-
tations and inhuman persecution that
have been inflicted upont millions of
our fellow Jews in Nagi dominated and
occupied lands which, we fervently
hope, will soon be liberated; o

STANDING with howed heads and
broken hearts at the graves of our
countless martyrs who- died in the
ghettos, slave labor camps and refu-
&ee concentration camps. during the

past year of unparalleled tragedy in

the annals of our people and of man-
kind; : .

THIS Assembly, constituting the
59th Annual Meeting of the Hebrew
Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society
(HIAS), held on Sunday, March 5,
1944, at the Hotel Astor, New York,
and attended by over 2500 delegates
representing 1,000 religious, labor and
fraternal organizations, dedicates it
self to the work of rescue of the vie-
tims of Nazi barbarism and

Resolves

A—To do. the utmost in the
war effort of 'thé United Nations for
the defeat of the enemy, being con-
vinced that the rescue of their vie-
tims is an inseparable part of human-
ity’s war against the- foe of human-
ity; " .
. B—To accept with gratitude, the re-
port submitted to us by Abraham Her- "
man, President of HIAS, detailing the
rescue record of the past year and con-

taining ‘the recommendation’ of a com- Lt

prehensive program - of . “Rescue
Through Emigration” - activities, i
1944; : N -

C—To duthorize the Board of Direc-."

tors of HIAS to raise a sum of $1,500,-
000 for the rescue and rehabilitation

work of HIAS, el
Laud President Roosevelt
“High appreciation for Presi
Roosevelt for creating the' War Ref:

program and for the members of ‘the
Board, was expressed in a resoluti

“We place on record our evérlasting

United States and.to the' eminent

American  statesmen, . Cordell Hall,

thau, Jr., for their vision, ‘humariitar;
anism and. planning ‘which will, wé-are

confident, soon result jm: the rescue o

-and attended by o !
representing 1,000 religious, labor and: .
izations, places on re-

.Will, we are confident, socn res

great numbers of men, women and
children who would otherwise perigh”,
the resolution stated; . :

The War Refugee Board
RECOGNIZING the historie importance
of the Executive Order of January 22,
1944, issued by our beloved ‘President
and:  Commander-in-Chief, Franklin

Delano Roosenvelt, calling, into being .

the War Refugee Board; .
CONFIDENT that the -great  humani-
tarian vision of President Roosevelt

will soon be translated by the War Ref- |

ugee Board into a definite program of
reseue for those who are in-imminent

danger of extermination in Hitler’s :

human slaughter houges —

TuIs Convention,
59th Annual Meeting of the Hebrew
Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society
(HIAR), held on
1944, at the Hotel
ver 2500 delegates:

fraternal organiz:
ord ‘our - everlasting - gratitude ' to the

President of the United ‘States.andto .

the eminent, American statesmen, Cor-
dell Hull, Henry Stimson, Henry Mot

genthau, Jr.,'and, John W. Pehle,. A

‘Refugee Board, for their vi n,’
d ‘pl,a‘nx‘ling‘ whic

the rescue of great nummbérs’of -
women and children 'who Id
wise.‘perish, -and -enthusiag

résult of. ths

tionsand dislocatio
N P

ec

constituting the .

Sunday, March 5, "
Astor, New York,"

The Board of Directors: ‘ t.its
ing of 'March 21st, unanimongl
ah.
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Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society ment of Switzerland and of thle Gov-
tHIAS), held on Sunday, March 5th, ernment of Sweden, in Washington,
D. C.

1944, at the Hotel Astor, New York
City, and attended by over 2500 dele-

kates representing 1,000 religious, la- Establishment of a Refugee
bor and fraternal organizations, deep- Adjustment Bureau

Iy concerned over the fate of our
beople abroad, delights in sending its
warmest felicitations and expressions
of yratitude to the governments and
peoples of Switzerland and Sweden for
their exemplary humanitarian action
in providing during the past year,
havens of refuge to the Jewish victims

h A served in war and i
of Nazi brutality and mass murder. Served in war and in

The Convention requests the Board WHEREAS the Articles of Incorpora-
of Directors of HIAS to make this tion and By-Laws of the Hebrew Shel-
resolution a part of the permanent tering and Immigrant Aid Society au-
record and to send copies thereof to thorize HIAS to take measures for the
the Ministers of the Federal Govern- purpose of “preventing them {the im-

WHEREAS refugees finding asylum
in our beloved country require, after
their arrival, cooperation,
guidance for their economic adjust-
ment and for their integration into the
economic fabric of the Republic so that
the best interests of America may be

peace;

aid and

EXPENDITURE OF $1,552,000

tion for the year 1944:

Pier Service .,
All steamers carr

ving Jewish pa

immigrants are helped to entrain for their destination.
Ellis Island Bureau
De
kosher meals served under super
immigants confined in Ellis Island hos
comfort of HIAS Chaplain.
Washington and Philadelphia Legal Bureaus

migration and Naturaliation regarding proposed legislation.
Housing (Shelter. Food, Reliefy.. ... . .. .. .

new environments take place.
Employment
Immigrants, especially those staying
finding business opportunities or work.
Citizenship. -
Applications for

necessary for citizenship papers.
Personal Service.

for securing vi

ters from persons in the United States und abroad,
European and South American Work

Service cxpenses of HIAS.ICA offi

Administrative
Financial

Fund Raising.
HIAS Council

Representation in behalf of detained immigrants, aliens and
prospective immigrants hefore the Departments of State and
Justice; hearings before House and Senafe Committees on Im-

Immigrants discharged into custody of HIAS by immigration
authorities for whom no relatives waited at piar are brought
to HIAS for food and shelter; they remain at HIAS until thex
entrained for their destination or until their adjustment to the

: Tt and second papers are prepared; records
of arrivals are obtained from HIAS files dating back to 1910.

Informatior_x Bureau to answer inquiries on immigration and
related sqb]ect_s; drawing up and filing affidavits angd petitions
;. vorrespondence department to answer let~

HIAS BUDGET FOR 1944 CALLS FOR

The following is an itemized estimate of expenditures which served
as the basis for the $1.552.000 budget of HIAS adopted by the conven-

$  18.500.00

assengers are met at the port
of entry; the needs of the newly arrived are ministered to;

12.000.00

ined immigrants are interviewed. their needs attende to:
on of HIAS personnel;
ital receive the spiritual

33,000.00

49,000.00

8.500.00

in HIAS are assisted in:

8,500.00

110.500.00

650.000.00

500.000.00
61.750,00

16.750.00 -

80.000.00
3.500.00

_
$1.552,000.00

migrants)  from becoming public
charges by helping them to obtain em-
ployment; and to discourage their
settling in congested cities”—

THEREFORE, this Convention, consti-
tuting the 59th Annual Meeting of the
Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid
Society (HIAS) held on Sunday,
March 5, 1944, at the Hotel Astor,
New York, and attended by over 2500
'delegates representing 1,000 religious,
labor and fraternal organizations, rec-
ommends to the Board of Directors of
HIAS to give serious consideration to
the proposal for creating a Bureau of
Refugee Adjustment whose purpose
shall be to evolve plans and methods of
procedure which would be ingtrumental
and helpful in directing immigrants to
such centers in the United States
where their permanent settlement
would be most advantageous to the
immigrants, and where their gkilled
vocations and experience would be best
appreciated.

Lehman, UNRRA Head,
Sends Laudatory Message

Numerous messages expressing ap-
preciation of the HIAS Rescue Pro-
gram were read during the session.

Joha L. Bernstein, Chairman of the
HIAS Committee on Overseas Work;
Rabbi A. D. Burack, Vice-President of
the Union of Orthodox Rabbis; Wil-
Ham Edlin, Editor of the Jewish Day;
Louis Gallack, Chairman of the HIAS
Council of Organizations; Max Got-
tschalk, President of the HIAS-ICA
Emigration Association; Reuben Gus-
kin, President of the Workmen’s
Circle; Herman Hoffman, Grand Mas-
ter of the Independent Order B’rith
Abraham; David L. Meckler, Editor
of the Jewish - Morning Journal and
Isaac L. Asofsky, the Executive Direc-
tor of HIAS, were among the speak-
ers. Harry Fischel, National Treas-
urer, submitted 2z finaneial report
showing receipts of $971,241.90, and
expenses of $990,253.62, leaving, a
deficit of $19,011.72 for 1943, .

Directors Reelected

The delegates approved the recom-
mendation of the Committee 'on Nom-
inations and reelected Edward M. Ben-
ton, John L. Bernstein, Rabbij A. D.
Burack, Elias A. Cohen, Hon. Jonah J.
Goldstein, Adolph Held, Harry G. Her-
man, A. L. Malkenson, Jacob Massel,

' Nathan Schoenfeld, S. J. Weinstein

and Benjamin J. Weinberg as mem-

. bers of the HIAS Board of Directors.

Dr. Mendel Sudarsky was elected for
a two year term to fil] the vacancy of
the late Morris Feinstone.
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The Human Side of J¢

e
any cages, ‘however, co;

HOME FOR THE HOMELESS, FOOD FOR THE HUNG
Visitor Deseribes His Impressions of HIAS As A Hospice for Refugees adjustment,

By JACOB GREENSPAN

Throughout the country,

' more intimately beyond its borders, adjustment. to their new environment;
HIASis a synonym for the tragic and
complex problem of Jewigh migration
and the manifold efforts that g0, into
the solution of each immigration cage,
At its national headquarters, occupy-
ing the brown, massive and somewhat-
aged structure of the former Astor .
Library, 425 Lafayette Street, New
York, HIAS assumes a different as.
pect. Here, or rather in a part of
the building, HIAS is a hospice for
those who are in need of hospitality,
2 home for those who are homeless;
and a free commissary for those who .

are hungry.

Hundreds of thousands of ‘mew-  Nazi persecutors several times and
comers have glept in the beds and evaded deportatioti.and death only by
eaten at the table of HIAS during the , hair's breadth. The sight of the-
If walls  Statue. of Liberty inspired them with '
and Sor-  pew faith in themselves and s vigorous
despair  hope for the future. They stand ready - ‘T
of the 'ty give their utmost for. the country
HIAS dormitories and dining room  whjgh gave them asylum and wi
_.could telll Their ‘tale, attentively time confer upon th o

listened to and correctly interpreted, C o

would constitute the saga of a great

many, if not the bulk, of American

six decades of itg existence.
could talk, what tales of joy

row, happiness and tragedy,
and gladness these old walls

Jewish families,

| Prior to 1938 the HIAS building Ry
has, indeed, been known as. the Home ":

of the Jewish Immigrant.

those remote and ‘happy da;

“word ' “Immigrant”” had a

with. the word “refugée”.

"than the refugees: of the past decade."
The immigrants of yore were: fo
the most .part young and unsophisti
“ Bristling ‘with health. ard
energy’ and driven by a burning 'dé
8ire"to, succeed in- the Jand -of ups-
: : “Golden "
Country” to' them—the newcomers in-
former days required a meagure of "
aid .and some guidance. | Personally .
they"represented‘ not t00:sad nos. too )

cated.

limited" opportunities — the

challenging a' problem. Th
ready for the ‘tasks which' fag

" They had in their youthfil-e ez
body 'and; mind the price they
required to pay for suecess in

it is‘ so' frequently .intérch

and even or at least fora preliminary economic

Ameri

ys, the '
different,
connotation than it has today whe
angeabls
The ma-
Jjority of the immigrants inthe pagt..
Al

rgy. of
Were.

time’ must; elapse . befores bk,
_¢dn be restor

and:fiew. strength’ in
 face the' always  difficul

Before the new: day il
i “World ‘theyrdq;
and understanding
phere; a; temporziljy-“lshglte i
often clothing and'medie
d; e HIAS hosp

Quite 'different: is  the case’ of
the- refugee-immigrant of," today,
The refugees of. the past ‘decade
were mostly middle-aged ‘or ' older
people; formezj ‘professionals; ., mer-" .
chants, scientists or ‘highly specialized
techricians; people’ who had already
oceupied. important bositions .in their . .
respective fields of endeavor,"but‘gwerg '
uprooted and cast adrift, Before they
"succeeded in: reaching 'these shores,
they ‘endured long ‘periods 'of home- ch br .
lessness, danger and economicriand  of the refugees: to iAlmier
spiritual dislocation.. In many cases, . One need;not,‘howeve;,‘_»‘wal"‘tijo_

they were within the ‘grasp ‘of their -special occasions. to
he'

the
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dreadful experience and are now. one
might say, in the stage of physical
und  spiritual convalescence. Their
appearance, their behavior, the still
frightened laok in their eves, the re-
lief which is written on their counte-
nunces and the hope for a better day
which stirs their desire to become a
part of the great American democracy,
mark them as a distinet group worthy
of special attention.

[ arrived at the HIAS building at
noon,  It' was lunch time and the
dining hall was filled with several
scores of refugees. The spacious and
well-lighted hall gave one the im-
pression that he had entered one of
the kosher restaurants in mid-Man-
hattan where a tasty and ample mid-
day repast may be enjoyed at a
moderate cost. Men and women whose
lean appearance testified to the hard-
ships they had endured but recently,
sat around the tables. Subdued con-
versations. conducted in many lan-
guages, were audible.

Here is an elderly man at whose
chair two crutches lean. Shrivelled
up and crippled, his shrunken body
and emaciated face tell the story of
starvation long endured. He had come
out the victor but his past suffering
left its impression on hisg aftitude
towards food. In Hitlerland the
meagre crumbs which he somehow
nbtained whetted his appetite not only
of today but engendered the hunger of
lamorrow when, he knew. he will
again have nothing to eat. . . Shel-
tered at HIAS, he knows while eating
his meal that tomorrow will bring a
ferewal of the same hospitality but
the fear which haunted him so long
wrets the better of him and. face buried
in the plate. he eats with such avidity
4s if he were eating to satisfy not
only his needs of today but also those
of tomorrow . . .

-

At another table the figure of a
niddie-aged petite lady attracts the
visitor's attention. A stubborn youth-
fulness. which even the brutal Nazis
could not destroy, characterizes her
features. Affable and eager to speak.
the guest expresses her appreciation
nf the treatment she receives here but,
in a few seconds, it becomes apparent
that these compliments are an intre-
duction to something which occupies
her mind and about which she is
anxious to impart her feeling, 1t is
the tragic storv of how her husband
was taken to g concentration camp by
Storm Troopers. After long and bit-
ter days of anxiety, a small cask wasg
brought to her by a Storm Trooper
who commanded her to sign a receipt

that she found “everything in the best
of order”. The cask contained the
ashes of her late husband. Her two
sons and a daughter succeeded in find-
ing their way to Palestine. Her path
of rescue was not as smooth but. thank
the Lord, at long last she is here.
Another woman nds out because
of her extraordinary restlessness. Al-
though she is one of the guests who
are being served, every few minutes
she jumps up from her seat and goes
from one table to another Jesking to
be of service to others. The hostess
tells me that the reason for the
woman's restlessness lies in the fact

that she cunnot persuade herself to
partake of a free meal. She must do
something to earn it. A polite- ques-
tion brings forth a multitude of rem-
iniscences of her plight, flight and
rescue. Soon she produces, from no-
where it seems, a small photograph
upon which she gazes with the utmost
ol concentration. It is the picture of
her son, half stripped, chained to an-
other group of Jews, at forced labor
in a slave camp. She had obtained
this picture with the uid of a Chris-
tian Czech who risked his life to get it.

Warm tears rolled down her check
and fell upon the boy’s picture.

homes of prisoners. exi

displaced persons.

United Nations into that territory.

UNRRA Program for Aid
to Dispiaced People in Europe

Policy Outlined in Resolution Text

L That the Council recommends that member governments and the
Director General exchange information on all phases of the proble.m, in-
cluding such matter as the numbers and places of temporary residence
of their nationals in other countries, and of the presence of the nationals
of other countries. or stateless Persons, within their territories.

H. That the Council recommends that member governments consult
with and give full aid to the Director General in order that he may, in
concert with them, plan, coordinate,
ministration of orderly and effective measures for the return Lo their
es and other displaced persons.

Il That the Council recommends that member governments consult
with the Director General for the purpose of carrying out measures with
respect to the repatriation or return of displaced persons; and that the
classes of persons to be repatriated be those referred to in paragraphs 5
and 6 of the report of Subcommittee 4 of Committee IV.

IV. That the question of the assistance to be given by the Admin-
istration in the return to, their homes of displaced persons of enemy or

repatriation of large groups of displaced persons; '

VI That the Director General take steps to ensure the closest co-
operation with such agencies as the Internationa] Red Cross and the
Inter-governmental Committee on Refugees and any other appropriate
bodies of suitable standing whose assistance may be of value, with a
view of invoking their collaboration in the work of the repatriation of

VIL That the Director ‘General should establish the earliest possible
contact with the military authorities of the United Nations with a view
to concerting plans for dealing in a uniform and closely eo-ordinated
manner with any large groups of displaced persons which may be found
in any liberated or occupied teivitory on the entry of the forces of the

——
The above resolution was adopted at the recent session of the UNRRA
Council. held in Atlantic City, N. J.. ¢n the récommendation of the Sub-
Committee on Policies with respect to Assistance to Displaced Persons .
which was Sub-Committee 4 of Committee IV. The Sub-Committee was
headed by Gustavo Gutierrez of Cuba, Chairman ; Anders Frihagen of
Norway, Vice-Chairman; Sir George Rendel of the Urnited Kingdom;
and George L. Warren of the United States, Secretary.: - .

administer or arrange for the ad-
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THE. BOARD OF IMMIGRATION APPEALS

AND HOW IT FUNCTIONS
f By LOUIS E. SPIEGLER
4 Cownsel, Washington Office, HIAS

The purpose of this article s to
briefly outline in non-technical lap-
guage the jurisdiction and operation
of the Board of Immigration Appeals.

The Board consists of a Chairman
and four associate members. ‘It holdg
daily sessions except Saturday angd
Sunday at its offices ‘in Washington,
commencing at 2:00 pm. No more
than three members sit at one time,

The jurisdiction of the Board ig
fixed by regulations (Sec. 90.3, Title 8,

C.F.R.), and is limited‘to‘the follow--

ing cases:

1. Whenever the Government chaj-
lenges the right of any alien to con-
tinued residence in the United States,
the Board will take such case under
consideration and make 2 decision.
The proceeding in such cases is usyal-
ly initiated by the Commissioner of
Immigration ang Naturalization isgu-
ing a warrant of arrest, setting forth
therein the basis for the arrest. After
the warrant i served upon the alien
and he is taken into custody by the
Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice, he may be released under bond
or under personal recognizance, There-

after, he is given a hearing at which

time the alien may be represented by
counsel, friend, or representative of a
social service agency,- at- which evi-
dence may be introduced in support of
the alien’s pasition.

The hearing concluded, the presid-
ing inspector makes his recommenda-
tion. In the event of an adverse recom-
‘mendation, the alien, through counsel
or otherwise, may within & specified
time file exceptions to sueh’ findings
of fact,‘conclusions, and order,

to the Board through the Centrol Qf.
fice of the Immigration and Natural.
ization - Service, The alien, his coun-
sel, or friend may-request oral argu-,
ment before* thé Board. '
and in the event oral argument is re.
quested, the cagse 'is placed upon the-
docket.of the Board and the interested-
parties are notified. In cases where
no oral argument

and make a decision.

The findings of fact are conclusive

and binding ‘unless exceptions . are
taken. The Board will not receive dur: .

+ cases involving penalties against trans
portation agencies for iolation of ‘the:

"'a gliestion of ‘diffienlty is i

The .
hearing "record is then transmitted’ -

; B When " the
- hearing record is recéived by the Board .

"0 the'humsa:

is requested, the .
.Board proceeds to consider. the case

dence; but in the event it should. .be
disclosed during the hearing that other
material evidence ig available, "the
Board, upon application, will ‘return
the case to the Field inspector for the
reception of such additional evidehce.

2. The Board will consider and malce’
decisions in appeals from decisiong of

the Board of Special. Inquiry in: ex-

clusion and pre‘examination “cases..
8. Under the discretionary powers
contained in the 7th and 9th Provigos
to Section 3 of the Immigration Act of
1917, the Attorney Géneral may waive

inadmissibility -and” order, admission ..

under these provigos, As an illustra-
tion of this type of case ~— an alien "
who has resided without interruption
in the United States for, a period of
more than seven years, if found inad-
missible because of a conviction or ad-'
mission of a crime involving ‘moral’
turpitude, the Attorney Genera] may
exercise the discretionary powets con-

ferred upon him under the Tth Proviso.

4. The Board has Jurisdietion

and order the admission of the alien,

immigration: laws.
"'The Board acts ag an"appelate bod
for the review .and final determina.
tion in' deportation -and exclusion ca;
and cages involvinggpepaltigs. 2T

.OF7in ‘cases: where the Bo

Board. refers the'case:to’ thi
General. . The- Attorney | G I

“rev;few‘any case on his, own volit

In"his experience.beforé, the Board
" P o f
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State, Tréagury. and War'Departme;
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contributions: of, any py
Dbrivate’ organizations;

agementto priva‘ceworgjaziiz ions &
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On The Redcue Front

HIAS to Send Food and Clothing
Packages to U.S.S.R.

Persons who wish to come to the aid
of their relatives and friends in the
U.8.8.R,, and particularly to alleviate
the conditions of the large number- of
refugees from Poland and the Baltic
states who are now domiciled on Soviet
territory, may avaijl themselves of the
facilities of the Hebrew Sheltering and
Immigrant Aid Society which has re-
sumed its service of sending food and
clothing packages to that country,

The announcement of the arrange-
ments that have been made by HIAS
in cooperation with the American Jew-
ish Joint Distribution Committee, was
made by Abraham Herman,

Under the arrangement, the stock
piles of food and clothing which have
been assembled by the Joint Distriby-
tion Committee in Teheran, capital of
Iran, will be utilized for this service,
Packages weighing 5 kg. (11 pounds)
will be sent. They will comprise such
articles as sugar, tea, marmalade,

: ; formerly a member of the U. 8. Con-
Sh.ln's' shoes, stockings, Sweaters, sular Service, as a representative of
Sk":s' blankets,fsoap.szTh: ?;g ger HIAS and HIAS-ICA in Europe and
backage ranges from $21. to . de- iddle.
pending upon the content, In the cost the Middle-East, has been announced.

is included the customs duty which is
collected by the Soviet authorities, and
the cost of packing, mailing and
freight. No service fee is charged
either by the HIAS or the IDC. The
composition of the packages is subject
to change in accordance with the avail-
ability of the respective articles in-
Teheran at the time of dispatch.

Mr. Jacobson will leave
soon in the interest of t
Through Emigration” pro;
expected to visit a number of coun-
triés and organize the emigration
overseas of such refugees as will ob-
tain immigration visas to this coun-
try and other lands in accordance with

the reseff® program of the War Refu-

S. BERTRAND JACOBSON

S. Bertrand Jacobson. Former U, 8.
Consul, Leaves for Europe on
HIAS.ICA Mission

The appointment
cobson, outstandi

gee Board.

Submits Program
To War Refugee Board

. ican
Appreciation for the cooperation of

HIAS was éipressed by John W. Consul in Bordeaux, France. He was
Pehle. Acting Executive Director of formerly a representative of the Joint
the War Refugee Board, in acknowl-  Distribution Committee in the Balkan
edging the receipt of a memorandum  countries ang has extensive experience

from the Hebrew Sheltering and Im-
migrant Aid Society, which was sub-
mitted at the request of the War
Refugee Board. ‘

The memorandum submitted by
HIAS contained a number of specific
Proposals and recommendations per-
taining to refugee rescue work in nen-
tral countries; on contact with the un-
derground in occupied lands; on the
removal of rescued refugees to tempo- N
rary havens; on coping with the ship- by
ping problem; and on the rescue of
children and aged persons, by t

Mr. Jacobsori w]
Cornell Universit:

andria, Egypt aj

in social service work.

HIAS Contributes $100,000 10
Further Way
Board Program

The first subs
tribution, on ¢
thropic organiz
plementation of
Refugee Board
HIAS. .

efugee

A contribution of $100,000 ‘was voted
he HIAS Board of Directors in

of 8. Bertrand Ja-
ng social worker and

for Burope
he “Rescue
gram. He is

ho is a graduate of
Y, served as Amer-
Consul in Oslo, Norway, in Alex-
nd as American Vige-

tantial financial con-
he part of a philan-
ation, toward the im-
the work of the War
Was made recently

accordance with the President’s Ex-
ecutive Order which set up the War
Refugee Board and authorized it to
accept “the services or contributions
of any private persons, private or-
ganizations” in carrying out the pur-
poses of the Refugee Rescue program,

A check in that amount was pre-
sented to Henry Morgenthau, Jr.,
Secretary of the Treasury, as one of
the three members of the War Refugee
Board, by Louis E. Spiegler, head of
the HIAS Legal Bureau in Washing-
ton, D. C. In a letter to President
Roosevelt, Mr. Herman expressed the
gratitude of HIAS to the Nation’s
Chief Executive for the establishment
of the War Refugee Board and placed
at its disposal “the services of the of-
fices and personnel of HIAS at home
and abroad".

Widow Arriving in U. S, Finds Her
Soldier Son is in British Isles

All the way across the Atlantie,
Johannah Schonblu, 55, and a widow,
looked: forward to the momgnt when
she would, after years of waiting as a
refugee from the Reich, reach the
shores of America and see her son,
Willy, whose “affidavit of support”
secured for her a U. S. immigration
visa.

Upon her arrival from England,
Mrs. Schonblu’s first. request to the .
representative of the HIAS Pier Serv-
ice was: “Can you, please, arrange for
my son who is in the U. S. Army to
come to see me?” Every effort was
made to comply with her request. It
developed, however, that the request
was impossible of fulfillment. Her
Willy sailed for the British Isles while
his motheér was en route to the United
States.

HIAS-ICA to Open Offices
In Palestine and Turkey

According to cable advices received
from David J. Schweitzer, HIAS-1CA
emissary in the Middle East, who is
now in Palestine, Preparations have
been made for the establishment of
HIAS-ICA offices in Palestine and
Turkey. .

In Eretz Israel, Dr. Schweitzer con-
ferred with Elihu Dobkin, represen-
tative of the Immigration Department
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine
regarding methods of cooperation be-.
tween the department and HIAS-ICA.
The activities of the Palestine branch

of HIAS-ICA will be supervised by a

committee of five which will include
Mr. Charles Pagsman, George Halpern,
and Werner Senator.. .
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ing. is that:almost.30:00
in the United States,. o
eight .millions- going:“h,
Iater\{and bécoming repat

There'are 3 few interesting’ agpéct:
that  whole

MIGRATION SPELLS PROGRESS
(Continued fv-oﬁ Page 3) ‘/‘

peace. They never agreed. Finally,
somebody struck upon the jdea that
the best way of settling that insoluble
problem was to move out ‘the Turks,
or at least the Moslems, from Greece,
4nd move out the Greek Orthodox from
Turkey, and move them into Greece, a
somewhat lesser number in Bulgaria.
Fully 1,125,000 Greek  Orthodox
were thus removed under ‘the auspices
of the League of Nations from the
Turkish Republic and sent to Greece,‘
to a country which they, and perhaps
their ancestors, had never seen. They
happened to be professing the Greek -
. Orthodox creed, but they were not
really Greeks, descendants of any
Greeks, perhaps at’ any time in his-
tory; but they were sent to Greece.
Some 260,000 Moslems inhabiting .
Greece were moved to Turkey. That
was one of the great experiments of
modern history in settling national
problems, national ‘controversies, by a
mass movement of one minority into
the country of its majority, and mu-
tually exchanging the other minority

and went out into intercoritinenta] i,
grations. Europe in 1800 had no more-
population than 180,000,000 By 1900 - throughout
it had 480,000,000. You'see how much ‘movement
Europe increased; yet at the same - Who left fi
time it'had such a surplus that it had® largest. proport
to send out 60,000,000 outside of Eu-.
ropean territory. t . 2 Laeir S
Tifty-seven millions ‘of 'thosé found ?}f‘?ltat‘ f,,T],}?; g
their way' into the' Western Hemis. ey iy
Phere alone—the United States, Cap- - -2bIY e‘!eg mgr,fﬁ P P
ada, Argentina, Brazil, and the other, ‘sz‘;gﬁetd 1;00?’11”‘#@
countries, velonmieg o Ireland actnaily feelined o
As you know, the developmént of, whole’ incréased From
this‘ country ig lapgely due . to that 408 00“0000 givin
tremendous immigration, an immigra- other . (y:ohli,tries.““ .
tion which was accelérated ag time dropped from somé
went on, Up 10,1820 the immigration to' 4,400,000 in 1900
movement was. small. - Betiveen. 1820 Tation -
and 1870 it inc’reased rapidly. In 1822
. it reached a peak in'one type of immi-
gration, namely, from northern. and
western Europe. - Fully 87 per cent of
all the immigrants who came: into, the .
United States in 1822 were westérnery

[P

tween 1840 and I
rivaléd, ‘Bven the J
point oiit;’ did riot
that time: . .

As, for, the Jews, they,
peak of :migrations between
1914, | ;

—Englishmen, Germans, Scandinavi- 1 In ‘those twent
to return to its majority. ans, and so-forth, . ol g e the First World
Whether that should be regarded as However, the trend . Was soon re- ‘per “the! en
& precedent for the settlement of fy. versed. More and more Jmmigrants .
ture nationa] controversies, I am not began coming. in from. Ttaly, | from fro

prepared to state. 'On the contrary,
from the point of view of justice that
is certainly not the best way; but that,
‘at least, is a way, - S

The greatest period of migration in
human history was, unddubtedly, the
Nineteenth Century, To be.sure, there
are other great ‘periods of 'rm'gration.
There were especially two aress in hu-
man history which had always sup-

Austro-Hungary, from Russi
1907, twenty-five years exactly
that. peak’ of western' migration.

ern Europe, : ¢ }
12.1 per-cent in that year ca
the. .northern and’ wester
More than 82 per ‘cent,
from Tiai
Russia .

plied migrants. in ‘very large numbe
Oné such. area was ' the !"Arabian
Peninsula, ‘Arabia, which happéned to
be a healthy country but an arid.one,
one not having enough water. Tt had
a healthy, prolific population, but had
o opportunities of getting food fop: -
that growing population, . . R
The other great area which sent out”
- migrants throughout the ‘ages, is Cen- '
tral Asia, Turkestan and the environs,
Time ard againin human ‘history the
peoples of Turkestan found the' room "
too'narrow, too confined, and they had -
o move. -Some of them moved . éast-
ward onto China, Korea, Iran. Some
of them moved westward across. ‘the -
Urals; into Europe, deep into Central
urope. . : K
The Nineteenth Century seems to be: ¢
‘a century of great migrations ona.
voluntary 'basis. We estimate. that
from 1800. to 1924, or so, something'

: Alﬁezjic‘zi“:‘did ‘not qui
you: recall the quots '] W
r'artificially baged ‘o‘n the

3, i
a4

1
igration:
/60,000,000

like 60,000,000 Europesns Teft Europe,
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came into the United States. That is
something that was unheard of.

Here, again, it is very remarkable—
JAf my data are correct, and I think
they are—that the Jews were the only
group among all the groups listed in
the emigration figures who did not
emigrate in larger numbers than those
immigrated. The Jews are the only
major groups who staved. When they
came to the United States, they re-
mained here.

Between the two wars the rythm of
migration never stopped. We are act-
ing under a delusion if we believe that
people stopped moving., Few of us, for
example, recall that in one decade,
from 1921 to 1930, France alone ad-
mitted nearly two million immigrants,
a million and a quarter, or so, of in-
dustrial labor, 700,000 of agricultural
labor. They moved into France, into
that one country which needed man-
power to rebuild the ravages of war.
Poles, Italians, Spaniards, and others,
made use of it and sent their surplus
population into France.

In the interior of the Soviet Union
there has been one of the greatest
migrations of all history, even a
Jewish migration. Take, for example,
a city like Moscow; in 1914 she had
only about 2,000 Jews in a population
of one million. By 1937, when I was
there, the population had reached five
million, the Jewish population, 400,000
—from 2,000 to 400,000. In those
twenty vears, Moscow had become the
largest Jewish community in Furope,
outstripping even Warsaw—the sec-
ond largest in the world, after New
York. Leningrad, from 38,000 Jews,
increased to 250,000 Jews.

Tsaritsyn, now Stalingrad, was a
relatively large town, but had had no
Jews. Before the Germans came
around to destroy it, it had a com-
munity of 40,000 or 50,000 Jews.
Magnitogorsk was no community at
all. Nobody knew of Magnitogorsk a

couple of vears ago. Before this war
broke out, it had 40,000 Jews. Hun-
dreds and hundreds of thousands of
Jews were pulled into the interior of
Russia. Not only. Jews, White Rus-
sians, Ukranians, fand others, moved
into the interior,of Russia, under
economic pressure, but also under the
economic invitation of the Five Year
Plans which had created a constant
shortage of manpower and human
labor, and everybody found jobs.

Those are intrastate migrations.
They are within the Soviet Union, but
the Soviet Union covers one-sixth of
the globe, and if you move out from
Minsk and move into Irkutsk, you have
done more migrating than by moving
from Minsk to New York or Buenos
Alres. Moreover, if you want to press
the point very hard, it might be possi-
ble to say that if the new Constitution
of the Soviet Unionf will be material-
ized, and the sixteen! Republics will be
really independent, ithen any person
moving out of White Russia and mov-
ing into Big Russia, is a continental
migrant, an interstate migrant, just
as much as you list a Britisher who
goes from England to Canada, or from
England to Australia, as an inter-
national migrant. Why not the man
within the Soviet Union?

There are still untold possibilities
right thére for international migra-
tion. You know what happened to
Palestine in those twenty years be-
tween the two wars. A community of
60,000 almost inereased its number to
ten times its original number, under
the imipetus of economic, as well as
idealistic forces.

These forces of migration were
there and are with us, and they are to
stay. We shall not stop them by any
artifice.  In fact, some sociologists
have spoken of a biological equilibrium
as opposed to a mobile equilibrium. By
that they mean to say, that through
the biologic equilibrium there is al-
ways a tendency in the human popula-
tion to adjust itself to the available
supply of economic goods. Once it

outstrips this availability of economie
goods, then diseases come, or perhaps
birth control. In other words, these
are biological forces which curtail the
growth of population, enabling the
pvopulation to be maintained in its
area.

This biological operation is not very
helpful and not very healthy. The di-
rection in modern times, and perhaps
throughout history, was toward mobile
equilibrium. Wherever there was a
natural preponderance of population,
population outstripping its resources,
they moved away; they moved into an-
other area which was underpopulated
in some respects, or could be exploited
better than had been before.

With that mobile equilibrium we
had a healthy situation in mankind,
because we could move away from
points of danger and stabilize popula-
tion throughout the world—exchange
them, if you want to say so, but not
necessarily exchange by forece—but
merely by opening gates and enabling
surpluses to move in. -

Unless we have some such safety
valve for a mobility and change in
movement, unless we have that in his-
tory, in the future we shall have those
shocking conditions of the biological
equilibrium, which will have an ele-
ment of disease in mankind. Human
beings don’t suffer for any length of
time without reacting. If they don’t
find one way, they will try another
way, and the other way may lead to
war, may lead to a nonpacific settle-
ment.

I can therefore say, if lessons of
history are at all conclusive, we must
realize that mankind will be moving -
on in the future as well as in the past.

Because of our technological ad-
vances, we have now more and more
means of transportation — probably
cheaper means of transportation. Dis-
tances have shrunk. The world has
become smaller. There is absolutely
no chanee that with the increased tech- -
nological possibilities of migration,
migration shall be stopped by decrees.

HI1AS
425 lLafayette Street
New York 3, N. Y.

Return Poslgge Guarantead




