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My dear l4r. Morgenthau: 

I take pleasure in sending you herewith _a 
copy of my final summary report of the activities 
of the War Refugee Board. As you know, the Board 
will be dissolved on September 15th. 

I wish .to express to you my helll"tfelt appreci
ation for the strong support you gave me in the -
months I served the Board. Your inspired leader
ship in the creation of the Board and your personal 
devotion to its problems and programs throughout its 
existence were largely responsible for the saving of 
thousands of victims of Nazi oppression. - 'l'his accom;.. 
plishment will stand as a monument to your great 
vision and humanitarianism. lt will be a continued 
source of deep satisfaction to me to have aided you 
in this task~ 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(S'I.gned) \V-D Bam 0 'llwya-r 

William 0 1D1rlyer 
Executive Director 

Honorable Henry M. Morgenthau, Jr., 

Hopewell Junction, New York. 

Enclosure. 

FH:hd 9/li/46_ 



i-:y cleAr Mr. iJeci'etary: 

As h:xecutive Director of the War RF>fugee 

Board, l hn ve the honor to suomi t to you here

\fith my Final ~ummary Heport of the activities 

of thl" Bo_ard. 

_ _/ 

'I'he Honora hle, 

Sincerely youre, 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

The Secretary of the Treasury. 

_Enclosure. 

-FH:hd,_ 8/13/46 

-------~-~--------.---



'ftF:n'-: yn11 for your·Jetter of July 5, 
='nrl for your generona comment on my contribu
tion to the •.,rork o.f tne W;-u RBfllgee Board. 

It i"' •ny understqnr)ing ttlP.t it i>l nn-. 
neceeqr,.ry ,t'l tr~ke !l.ny form:.l ~ction by '·!rJ.Y 

of renian"t1.nn fr'1m th"l ''':)r Hofugee Boqrd. 
The r:xecntive Order 'lf ,J'lnu:wy 22, 19i+l.J, 
flRt'lbl i"hin1r the B0rlrd, n:-unad a.s members the 
2Pcretnry of 8tate, the ~ecret~ry Qf tho 
'rreamuy, ,, nd the i3ecret"lry of \'nr. Tile 
nr>rs'lnfl h0lrHnv :'5nch DORitions automatically 
~1re me:oberc; ~~f the Bon.rcl so lonrr a.B they 
r:0nt imF· to ·~erve in ~mch poqi t ions, and 
nntm '1 q1JCC'EHJsor being nl'tmed the 'clUCCP-asor 
P.1ltnm-, t i CRlly becomes a member of the 
liO::-· rd. 

It h<~ s been R great .. ~nlerumre for me· to 
'•IOYk •<Ji th you on thfq task 8Jld I personally 
<tpnrechte very muc-h your fine support mid 
coopontt ion. 

The Honorable ~ 
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr. 

The 'llhite House 

·~ JWP:lhh 



Sedretary Morgenthau 

Miss Hodel 

JUL 4 1945 

ln approving for the.f1eoal year 1946 the use by 
the War Ra:f'ugee Board of $16,000 of the tmexpend_ed · 
balance of ita 1946 appvopriatlon, the Congress added 
the words 11for completing the liquidation of the ac
tivities of such Board 11 • The Board is now in prootles 
of dnding up all of 1te activities and it 18 expected 
that liquidation will be completed by September 1, 
1945. 

(Signed) Florence Hodal 

FH 



TO 

FROM 

f 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENj 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

I 
Secretary Norgenthau 

Miss Hodel 

DATil'> JUN. 7 1945~ 

I a~ sure you will oe interested to know that the 
War Depart~ent recently indicated great interest in 
the War Refugee Boe.rd files as a possible source of 
inform~tion and evidence for use~n connection with 
the Department's work with the War Crimes Commission. 
Certain reports ar;_d records in our files v<ere turned 
over 1to Colonel Bernays who is working with Justice 
Jackson on this matter. He was so pleased .with the 
material furnished him that he arranged for two of his 
men to go through all of our records. We have assigned 
one of our men to ivork closely with the War Department 
onitnis matter. In addition, we have instructed Mr. 
McClelland in Bern to make available any,files he has 
to ~he local represent~tive of General Donovan. 



.; ". 

Seoratary Morgenthau 

1-Hss Hodel 

'f.he following 1nforme.tlon haR Ju~>t been received 
in caoles from :3tockholm and Hern: 

I I I 
1. 5,000 Danish a.nd Norweg1an Jews arrived in 

Sweden April 18th f~m Germany •. Their re
lea.se from Gerrr..an concentration caraps ie 
the result o¥ special n~gotiations conducteci / 
ny Count lierna.dotte, President of the ::swedish 
Had Cross. 

~. 69 Jewish refugees arrived in Gwitzerland 
April 19th. 'rh.ey came mainly from Bratislav&. 

3. 'l.'he g too.ll. of War Refugee 3oard parcels in 
Goteburg h.a.s been exhausted Hith the shipment 
o'n April loth of l~O,ooo plti'cela·· to Lubeck.. 

4/21/45 



General 0 1 'JvJyfH' h:,t< !lls.l!.oo ill(! t.o IM1v1ee you that he 
o;;lled Mr. !~cCldland on thtt tfllephonfl th11l morning to 
.""t tlw l~test. x'e\Hll't. on our progra.ro f.rtlro ::lwlt;.z.erland. 
Fin trucks f<l"e le•ving Swl.t&t<rland M.ondey, April 9th, 
for Luotrok l.n the nortlvrn part. or Ger-m&ny, Oilrrvlng 60 
tonH of paroelll lilnd fuel. i''olU' 'nos·n t.rtwks ere lee.v1ng 
:~" 1 t :<ill' l$nd t>pr 11 12th for' th~ lJB.chau camps <:hieh are 
nor.r- Munich. 30,000 'iitu• i\ofug!!'e Bo~;-d parcels ~v11l. go 
florwn'd oy rellrcu.>fl t'rom :5\$lt?.:\H'l~~.nd tQ nn lntern1.1tlonal 
iL.ed Or•ogA depot ne!'!r Hnv~nsuu:t•g, <termany. filth tlli!l 
monm<mt under wa.y, .lt ls oontei!Wl&ted that the 60,000 
·,;s_r C.efugen Softrd parcelll uttll 1n Uw1t&erlnnd will De 
.-;le&red out 0! llwit:.erhmd ~Cltn1n t..h0 next two weoks. 
This ol<H~rly :'olntF uu the need for the prisoner of war 
paraelo which GanGral 0 'l>wyer: reported to you yellh1>d~1 
had been nrrf<nged for ~~1th the vi~r> Depa1•tment. Mr. 
r~oChlle.nd WtH.I cl011ght!!d with thiJl rnnt-s and he wUl work 
out at onoe all the d~taila of t'illpao.ttaging 1n l:h~1tiierlancl. 
Mr • .K<;tzk1 htH arrived ln aw.ltz~rlnnd from Pi>.rh a.nd wlll 
lltny 1n G~neva tor. the next week to wo:rk olosely with the 
.Int~~rnntlonn.l Rod Crou on th~~; dete.U~t of thh pro!i.rtun. 

With £'!H~peot to evactwt1ng refugfJes to ~Switze:rland, / 
MoOlilllland reoorttlld, that 1t. 1ti expected thn.t n tl~tlck i 

oonvoy to1ll &rrivo ln t;w.it:!.tn•land very shortly bJ>1ng1ot,.. : i ··~ ~ 
300 l>omen, ohildrlln and aged people. He at.ated that· ·the ·· -
Grirmana hntl not yet finally agrtlh!td to the 11se of our 
truoku for evnouat1ng rf.Jfugaea to Switurland. 

FH: hd 4/7/45 



.; 
Secretary Morgenthau 

Miss Hodel 

MAR 2 0 1945., 

For vour information 

Interested Jewish groups in this country have been 
cle~P-lJr cone<wnea- e-ver--the --publ1oa tion on March 16 in the 
Je)'tish Telegraphic Agency_ of the following item: 

"Geneva, M.ar. 15. (JTA) -- The Nazi ·Government, 
through its news agency DNB, today issued a warning~ 
that all Jews now in German hands, as well as Jewish 
war prisoners who may be captured, •~111 be killed 1n 

vreprisal for the reported plan to send Germans to 
Russia as laborers to rebuild the areas devastated 
by the German Army. 

/ 
"

1 If Roosevelt now admi ta that he. and his 
accomol1oe Churchill/undertook at the Yalt?confer
ence to surrender Germ~n war prisoners to the Soviet 
Union, then it is nothing but part of a devilish 
Jewish plan,' the Nazi news. agency said. Emphasiz
ing that the Hitler governm&nt wUl retaliate, Dl'lB 
added: 'Above all, we shall ma.!te :eYery Jew who ·ts, 
or who falls into our hands, p·ay for all others. 
When the war comes to an end, there will be no more 
Jews in Europe.tR 

The groups have been pressing for a warning and have 
telegraphed you, the Secretary of State- and General O'Dwyer. 

At our request, owr and Federal Communications Jla.v~ _ 4'. 
checked this report-and find that the following was re• 
leased on March 12 by DNB for the German press: 

8
For all Germans battle cry is kill enemies li.ke 

mad dogs! l-!urdering beasts deserve no better if Roose .. 
velt now admits he and accomplice Churchill undertook 
in Yalta surrender German POW as slaves to Russia that 
too is parti of diabolical Jewish plan. We will thor
oughly upset m!tchinationa of s.~$ve drivers of Jewish 



- 2-

international. Or are these 1nternat1onal criminals 
u.ndell impression we.have no·means of ret,l1aU.o9' 
Here too they will be taught lesson. Above all we . 
will make every Jew in our ha.n4s or who falls into · 
them pay for all othePe. When war COllies to end there 
will be no more Jews 1n Europe. Again an4 again 
en~m1ee have to admit we are daily oeoom1ng more 
fanatical an4 dogged." 



llr. ®ff.dato_in .wtlS.Md tt;~ tb,; . ilee 
h111tioe foP l'(l~we of m~be-R of 
GG~Y• fie ~ltJ!I.fi-ed t ~e fitW\tlm\ 
aot1..o» tf 1~$0t!Q.e -~~ wer-0 tQ ~ 
J ll.t'RB roma!rtlnt& 1n Hui..,#ofltl'\'llJ.ef.t tl\~3 
Dr. ~d1Ste1n Ut<flljjt\. tl1m:t!l 4 -
UQ~ent ffO to tltd,t~~lt. 
act-tun nl'Jo.~•mu7 to f!lf,I,"J'~ -
be p-t>awl$4 wltn a4Gqr;w.tc ~it. 

'.ftie ~fll:rr)~ ~l~~d t-o lh>. <Wil~tQin 
was. · oo~ f)WJ* tM ~ ~-tuat!.e~n ~lt;r 
GmUM · · ·1-:ne tat" . {itt' tile Jifil11$, 
16 flG'ill l'l&~il8 on -pl.M't!l tmt\ 1}QJIJ!'il.'f>19 COU~am;i 
a~fltt tic na'ft u ~- o.i' 1i~~~· ."P!'·~~~ -~,.P(l 
thi •'lrtQ%" ~as ot swab uw~-1 tbat ~- . a: 
mentinm_· ~f ,. __ ne_ ~---_· n1 __ Elll'4J_ -
plalnd thr.it ~- o•~ wu _ 
t tcQ · ~tmtn:iland mul thAt b.tt waul 

• on _tht!t qtteatlon of t~s,. tha-
t-etn tn!!.t he t;as mrtmtatt lJMt 

fmdG would be aYatl. -. t0:11 th'lll W$ll -
to oo done. JI$ f)tn,:t~ tM't ~- .ut 
w~ mUS.tuw ~ldi!imtlOM• 

A"l tb1fll 
lU\4 thtl S$0~~ 
he hm4 r.m4o to Jh:t.: J);ll". 
et o1 with tb~ ~t£$h 
ito\ild thta -~mr _ 
Dr. Gal tli~ fU"afi . (inti. . 
itt'ifi o1._..,. t'Ai1(!1!f!~ · _. thttJ ~·~·%It_ MH1d 

(Signed)_Florence Hodel 



I 
February 16, 1945 

Secretary Morgenthau 

lUss Hodel 

I 
In con_9ection with your m~ting this afternoon with 

Dr. Stephen Wise and Dr. Nahum Goldman, you might be interested 
in the following excerpts from a letter General O'Dwyer received 
today from Dr. Goldmann: 

I "From various reports coming to us from Switzer-
land, it appears to us that there are net·J opportunities 
for rescuing Jews from German-.oc~p1ed col.Ultr1-es. --The .~.:: 
release of 1200 internees from Tneresienstadt who were 
brought by train all the way to the Swiss border is. an 
indication of the possibilities. The disintegration of 
the NB.zi Reich has created condi tiona "1here possib1li ties 
of rescue are opening up in a degree which did not hither
to exist. If this· is true, coupled with the fact thEl,t .. 
this may be the last period of time in which large-scale 
rescue can be undertaken, and in the light of the dange~,. 
that at the last moment before the Nazi collapse, they '-,. 
may annihilate the remaining Jews under their heels, as 
was done in Lodz ·and elsewber.e, it seems tb us. thll.t soine 
extraordinary action must bt"uind"ertaken -in· orde·r.to 
utilize t-lhatever possibilities exist;. · · · · 

'bpe of the difficulties in rescue activ'itJ:es in 
the past was due to the .delay because ther~ was la.ok 
of au~hority to act. We think that the t,ime. has come 
when .someone with full authority to act, someone of . _. 
higl,l standing, empowered by the United States gove:r~..:.,>.~ -·· 
men1;, provided with the neoes sary funds,' ahoul.d ,p~o@~d J·· 

·-~o -Switzerland immed.l,.ately tb explore the possibilities 
. on·: the ·a pot and take the necessary action on his. own 
re'St)OI!Sibility. It would be ideal if you, yourself, 

•· would be prepared to undertake this 
1 

accompanied,. if· 
·. necessary, by one or two experts. It would be a high 

humanitarian mission, and may be a way for the W.ar 
Refuge·e Board· and the American government to achieve 
soineth,ing substant·ial in the. way of rescue and of 
saving- thousands of Jews who inay be exterminated aa 
millions of others have been.· 

-,. ·.: ~ 
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"I hope that you and the members of the War 
Refugee Board will consider this .suggestion and 
find a way of acting on it. 11 • 

"" 
General o • Dwyer asked me to bring this· to your 

attention. 

TB!gned} :ll'loren~e Hodel 



Ji.m~ry .31, 194.5 

AWe. Klotz 

General O'Dwyer 

Will you please inform the Secretary that I &1 planning to 
mPet the preaa thia eftentoon at 2c)O. Obviously, there ~an be 
no dieouosion of the detaill9 of the work of the-';~~ Refugee Board. 
The purpose is marQly to make the acqu;aintance of. the prose and 
to answer such qc<&stions as .. ;re pooailJle. 

' 
_(__; . - .. ~·· · .... 

' 1<. ~ ·-. 

(_ 

FHahd l/31/45 



..;' 

Mr. Charles Bell 
January 27 ~ 1%5 

Secretary Morgent~au 

John Pehle is resigning as Exeout1ve l)J.reol;ol' 
of the War Refugee aoard an4 w~ll be succeeded b1 
Brigadier-General William O'DwJel'who has been desig
nated Executive Director of the Board. 

I want Pehle to retain his office in the(t .. 1D 
Treuury bu1ld1ng and I am relying on you to find 
appropriate space for General O'DWJ?• -----·--

:~· 

ll'Hlbd . l/27/46 

. ..; . 

. ;·. 

\ . 
\ 
I 
\. 

. :· ... . 



Secretary Morgenthau 

J. w. Pehle 

Dec. 16. 19lj.lj. ... 

I strongly urge you take the time to tead 
v v 

the attached report from Roswell McClelland. 

the War Refugee Board Representative in 

Switzerland. I know you will be thrilled.·as 

I am, at the spectacular achievement of the 

wa; Refugee Board ~vities in this area. 

Incidentally, most of ·tlie funds, the use of 

which is de.scribed by McClelland. were con ... 

tributed by the JDO. 
. v 

Attachment 

~JWPehle:1hh 12-16-41+ 

DECG\c'"''• L·" 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11· 72 

By R.·H. Parks Date--stfl"' 1 2 19/2 

\ 



Secretary Morgenthau 

J. w. Pehle 

·, / 

"" Sept. 28. 
1944 

Re: Possible St. Louis apnearano-e. 

Abrahamson has just heard from St~ Louis 

that both the local War Fund oeople and the 

local Jewish Fed6.ration group feel that it 

would be inadvisable to try to arrange a meeting 

at this late date for October 11. 

(Ini ...... J.ed} J .w.P. · 

~WPehle: lhh · 9/28/44 



Secretary Morgenthau 

J. w. Pehle 

MAY 9 1944 

I believe you will be interested 1n th$ 
attached bopk whioh was recentl7 prepared for OUf 
staff. 

It presents an outline of the woPk w& 
are doing with an analysis and· copies of important 
cables and gives an overall p1oture of the p~grams 
we have initiated and developed. 

(S1gne4) J.lei~ 

Attachment. 

FH: lab 5/S/44 



J 
Secretary Morgenthau 

J. w. Pehle 

- . 
. / 

If you agree I l"Till ask Mr. Hull 

to call.a meeting of the War Refugee Board 

for the latter part of this week. 

I agree t:M?v/4£; A()& . Q.-
- . ,. - ... 

... -. . . 
~ - ' . . . 

. . )-



./ 
8t'!cretary 1>iorgm1tha.u 

../ ,/ 

'fhh is the United Nations Dechtratton en tbe 

extermina;tion of the Jew'Ei, ifHmed in Deeemb~r, 194?.. 

1/' 
.l. 

j\ 'J 

JWP: mgt 3/8/4lt. 



c 0 p y 

1944 FEB 15 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 

lvlliS MCHUGH, OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF 'T'HE TREASURY. 

lHHHHHH}SDr~GES~ JOHN PEHLE HE CONSIDER TAKING ON SOME ONE 

FROM UNITARIAN OVERSEAS SERVICE. 

.( 

HENRY MORGENTHAU, JR. 

'· 



:MEMORANDUM: 

Secretary Morgenihau call:d Pehle at 
of' 

6:25 p.m. He said that he had called Stettinius 

and brought Stettinius up to date on his conversation 

with the President. Stettinius said w~ don't we get 

busy and do something. Secretary Morgenthau suggested 

to Pehle that he try to get out a cable tomorrow, 

morning on the International Red Cross matter. He 

said Stettinius would be there tomorrow until noon • 

.. , 



~-- ~ 

SecretaP.r Morgenthau called Peh1• at 

6:25 p.m. He said that he had called Stettiniue 

and brought Stettinius u.p to date on his conversation 

with the Pzlesident. Stettlniua said why don•t ·we get 

busy and do something.: Secretary Morgenthau suggested 

to Pehle that he try to get aut a cable tomorrow 

morning on the International Red Croas mattelt_• ~e 

said Stettiniua would be there tomorrow untll.noon. 

{Ini tialt~d) J .w.P. 

--~ .... _ .- '· 

JWpehle a lhh 


