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APR1219..45 

Dear Dr. WeiaiiiiiWl; 

There are enclCMed -.tth this letter personnel 

data oa seDral calldidates for UIBRA pOBitiOQ which ·were 

forwarded to ;you from t)ae COJII!Il1 ttee for · tl:le Plaeemet _ of 

Intellectual Refugees in Geneva through the United States 

LepUon 1n Bern. 

Dr. :rred s. We1&811:8llJl, 
Self-Help of l!krdgres from Central 

lurope, Inc., 
llew York, New Torlt. 

1iilclosure. 

w .BB.Hu.tohisont 4/11/45. ~ -



J· 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

J3ern 
1 

Ma;rch 24 , 194 5. 

D·ear General 0 1 D<f.ryer: I 
Recently I received a letter from the "Committee 

for the Placement of' Intellectual Refugees" in Geneva 

informing me that their correspondent in the United 

States, SELJ!HELP 
1 

had wired them to the effect that 

there might be a possibility of securing UNRRll. jobs 

for intellectual refugees of French and German lEmguage 

background and a knowledge of social worlc. The committee 

therefore sends me the C~rriculum Vitae of a number of 

their more likely candidates which I am sending on to 

you attached hereto. · It would be much apfreciated if 

yo[ would forward them to: Dr. Fred s. Weissmann, 

Self-Help of Emigres from Central Europe., Inc. New 

York City. 

Very since~ely yours, 

7( ~ell J /1 Off&% 1..__ 
Roswell D. McClelland 
Special Assistant to 
the American Minister. 

Enclosure: 8 curriculum vitae for Self-Help 

Brigadier General William 01 D<f.ryer 

Executive Director, 

War Refugee J3oard, 

Washington 25 7 D. c. 



..--.-.---

JAN 23 1945 

Dear Dr. Weissmaru 

I have your letter of January 19, 1945, 
requesting an appointment on February 23rd. 

I aug,.:est that you call my office upon 
your arrival in /fC<shin,;ton oo th<•t day to arrange 
for a definite a~pointment. 

Very truly yours, 

)ci.-Lc 
Florence HOdel 

Assistant Executive Director 

Dr. Fred s. iieiaeman, 
Executive Secretary, 
:;o1fhelp of Jl:rn:l.gres from 
Central l~urope, Ina., 

139 Centre Street, -
New YOl'k 13, N. Y. 

FH1hd 1/~ 

. 
. ~-· 



BoX 77, CANAL StREET STATI"'"' 

NEW YORK 13, N.Y. 

Pu•Jid~ut: 
PAUL TILLICH 

V icc-Pn•JidenJJ: 
FREOR. POLLOCK 

ELSE STAUDINGER 

TONI STOLPER 

TniiJllrcr: 

~s 
flo,Jrd of Directors: 

ERNA 0. BALL 

ARCOS 8ENNEYAN 

MARTHA BERGMANN 

JACOB BILLIK.OPF 

FREOR. W. BORCHARDT 

ELSA BRAENDSTROEM -ULICH 

FRIEDRICH 5. BRODNITZ 

FREDERICK H. BRUNNER 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

KATHERINE A. ENGEL 

HILDE FELIX 

HERMAN L. FILENE 

JAMES FRANCK 

WALTER FRIEDLANDER 

MARIE GINSBERG 

KURT GOLDSTEIN 

ERNST GUNDELFINGER 

.EDWARD HEIMANN 

HORACE M. KALLEN 

GABRIELLE KOPPELL 

HEINRICH KRONSTEIN 

CARL LANDAUER 

EDNA LEWIS 

PHILIPP LOEWENFELO 

LEO LOEWENTHAL 

ALEX LORCH 

ADOLF LOWE 

HAROLD MANHEIM 

AUGUSTA MAYERSON 

OTTO NOETHER 

EMILY PERLMAN 

CECILIA RAZOVSKY 

JOHN F. RICH 
LILLI SELIGSOHN 

NATHAN A. STEIN 

OTTO STRAUSS 

SIEGFRIED THANNHAUSEJf· 

ERNST TOCH 

INGRID WARBURG 

FREDERICK J. WILD 

LILLY Vw'ITTELS 

FRIEDA WUNDERLICH 

HANNAH ZIEGLER 

Exautivc Secreltzry: 
FRED. S. WEISSMAN 

Sef/he~ 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE,· Inc. 

139 CENTRE STREET January 19, 1945 

~iss Florence Hodel 
Assistant to the Executive 
War Refugee Board 
Viashington 25, D.C. 

My dear Miss Hodel: 

Director ... 

l shall be in Washington on February 25rd (Friday), 
end l should like to take the opportunity of 
coming to see you and of discussing some problems 
with you. 

1·1ould you be kind enough to let me know 
whether l may see you in the morning of that 
day. 

Thanking you in advance, 

/Jry truly yours, 

/k~~ .. 
FredS~~~ 

Executive ·Secretary • 

rl 



P. 0. Box 77, CANAL STREET STATIOI"?"~

NEW YORK 13, N.Y. 

fJrt·Julcnt: 
PAUL TILLICH 

J·-:n·-Prt•JidentJ: 

FREOR. POLLOCK 

ELsE STAUDINGER 

TONI STOLPER 

Tre.tJ!Ircr: 
k~.WX>iilii;;.WJ;$p)?]{>J: 

:c --~ .t L. .:;tr::u~: 
Bu.nJ o{ Dnecton: 

ERNA 0. BALL 

ARCOS BENNEYAN 

MARTHA BERGMANN 

JACOB BILLIKOPF 

FREDR. W. BORCHARDT 

ELSA BRAENDSTROEM· ULICU 

FRIEDRICH 5. BRODt.IITZ 

FREDERICK H. BRUNNER 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

KATHERINE A. ENGEL 

HILDE FELIX 

HERMAN L. FILENE 

JAMES FRANCK 

WALTER FRIED LANDER 

MARIE GINSBERG 

KURT GOLDSTEIN 

ERNST GUNDELFINGER 

EDWARD HEIMANN 

HORACE M. KALLEN 

GABRIELLE KOPPELL 

HEINRICH KRONSTEIN 

CARL LANDAUER 

EDNA LEWIS 

PHILIPP LOEWENFELD 

LEO LOEWENTHAL 

ALEX LORCH 

ADOLF LOWE 

HAROLD MANHEIM 

AUGUSTA MAYERSON 

OTTO NOETHER 

EMILY PERLMAN 

CECILIA RAZOVSKY 

JOHN F. RICH 

LILLI SELIGSOHN 

NATHAN A. STEIN 

OTTO STRAUSS 

SIEGFRIED THANNHAUSER 

ERNST TOCH 

INGRID WARBURG 

FREDERICK J. WILIJ 

LiLLY WITTELS 

FRIEDA WUNDERLICH 

HANNAH ZIEGLER 

Lxemlit1e Secrt:lary: 
FRED. S. WEISSMAN 

,/ 

Set/he~ 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, Inc. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

September ll, 1944. 

Misf' florence Hociel 
J".ssi:otcr:t tc ti1e Exec1"Lve 0ecrc.tsry 
Y;c.r fiei'ugee Bosro 
\~ashingt.c.n :_.s D. C. 

I!Jy tt€ar :t'iiss Hodel, 

I oF1 ver~, ET& teful t~_.:-tt i cc.n see yvu Uli ~~1ouuuy, .SenteHtber i.:.5t:n, 

.t;;];;~~ 
Fred S.VIei<:smcn j 

Ex;ecutlve Secretary· 

i 
f 



· · Please deli \rer the £ollo~lliAIUJira,ge tl)lfl:i,_.' ll'~1' Bire,o)l,l - - - -

· Oomite· Refugles.Jnt.elleotuele~ '1 kue ·Ga\lti~r,~ U811elli-fro.Di rt~ -S~ 
. .. .- -· - _.- ---- . . . _. --. ·. -- - ... . 

. "Received ~firSt r~Qrt. Transtemd m.ean-.~,.'additi~ 

$U1000, ~rked ~x~usiveiy fof· resoue. ttork in. enemy I)OOUpied 
.-· ~ -

countries. If .feas~ble, use fttildf! in ooop&ration-irl,th -Sutro. 

Give. detai_i~ report~· Whenewr pos,lble_ •. ·. No obJ-~otions •·· &gaj,il•t 

spending Franoa 700_ Once f_or .Jlor1.ts 'l'hilde. HeJ,lbronner. Oool?e;rate 

closely_'wit~ MoOleUandA 

•••••••••• 
June 17, 1944 

·1:20 p.m. 

\JM / FEblab 6/17/44 

I 
-{\ 



. 0. Box 77. -CANAL STRf;ET STATIO'· 
NEW YORK 13, N.Y. 

PreJidcul: 
PAUL TILLICH 

Vin·-Pn·sideiJJs: 
FREDR. POLLOCK 

ELSE STAUDINGER 

TONI STOLPER 

lJ·,.tJ!Ira: 
}11<IlMAi'lnU.:stiruf®JiK 
··' ~~~ ~.. ::=t.r~"!llE 

/Ju.ml o/ Direct on: 
ERNA 0. BALL 

ARCOS BENNEYAN 

MARTHA BERGMANN 

JACOB 81LLIKOPF 

FREDR. W. BORCHAflOT 

ELSA 8RAENOSTROEM- ULICH 

FRIEDRICH 5. 8Fi.ODNITZ 

FREDERICK H. BRUNNER 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

KATHERINE A.- ENGEL 

HILDE FELIX 

IiERMAN L. FILENE 

JAMES FRANCK 

\VALTER FRIEDLANDER 

MARIE GINSBERG 

KURT GOLDSTEIN 

ERNST GUNDELFINGER 

EDWARD HEIMANN 

HORACE M. KALLEN 

GABRIELLE KDPPELL 

HEINRICH KRONSTEIN 

CARL LANDAUER 

EDNA LEWIS 

PHILIPP LOEWENFELD 

LEO LOEWENTHAL 

ALEX LORCH 

ADOLF LOWE 

HAROLD MANHEIM 

AUGUSTA MAYERSON 

OTTO NOETHER. 

EMILY PERLMAN 

CECILIA RAZOVSKY 

JOHN F. RICH 

LILLI SELIGSOHN 

NATHAN A. STEIN 

OTTO STRAUSS 

SIEGFRIED THANNHAUSER 

ERNST TOCH 

INGRID WARBURG 

FREDERICK J. WILD 

Ll LL Y WITTELS 

FRIEDA WUNDERLICH 

HANNAH ZIEGLER 

ExecuJit'e Secrelary; 
FRED. 5. WEISSMAN 

l .. . ·. 

Set/he~ 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRALEURpPE; 

139 CENTRE STREET 

,-. 

Exe.;u ti ve vi:fi2e of tl1e Pres:ldellt 
,,_qr ilef:L::ee ..::...os.rd 
;,gs:C:!.hP'to:-t 25; t.C. 

..., 
r·Jif ~~s t·) confLr-..:.1 recei.:;t of the mess~'~..,.e from 

O"C~-- ._..J.;,;.i.t.t.::-e ~~; ;_y--i-L?;!~·::-1.~--16 W~1icl1 ?Oi~ki~1dly tr~!IS
C!.:.r::--~-ri t_,,> -~E ·J .. l J•t;~ :2:1d. 

~-r~, ~:.·:._-.-~~1l:; t..o '!, C0!1V~Tf.'L~tion Y1i th ~·1iSP -Flore!1C9 
:·-\1 :~t~l 1 i: s!-~crJl,-! l: e: v~3r:-: 7 r'"! tefal if /OTt \-0 1_tld for';'_arO 

\:.."L~~~~,:~;~~. '~· ?.;e t~a:~~~,:2~~::8~;:'(~~ t~~;i;~df~fn,ies 

~· 6~. ci ,;~=fe i"~~', 6l~~: \:;;,;~~~~~/:~~i\~=~~:iy :1;:~,, ;~~~ue 
v1r~ in enc:-:J 0C-.:!11~.J5.sr~ COT_l!>t.:r·i·3S. If fegpi1:·le 1 -~u~-~-
~ l''•4::' L•1 c:e>c);>3r · tio•1 ·:,i. tl, :::utro. Give cietdled reporj;s 

-~·:1·~·~:1~v~-:rr·tJossL:.<le~ ;~o ob_jGct.:i..J!'lS S•?'fl.-:_~,_st spe~dinE 

Y~·cd-::c ?JD ·:nv~e for o1ori tz Thllde Heilbro~u1er~ C~
oper:-:L.e •:losl~l,_:i ··: .. it.~J .. ~cClP.ll9nl 11 

I 
-r~.~n~~ >tg :::r-1 Ln ~·lv<.:!12e ·i·~r:-'. '!Plc~ f.Jr _your 

Ki~d ~8n~!~er: Lia~, 

fsw/rl 

f: respectfully yoo_trR, 

~~S.~ 
Fred E'·. Leissman 

.,;xecuti ve 0ecretary. 



P. 0. BOX 77, CANAL STREET STATION,f~~ 

NEW YORK 13, N. Y, ·• 

S.f/fte~ 

TELEPHONE 

CANAL 6·5000 

OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, In!:. 

139 CENTRE STREET June 1, 1944 

~d.ss Florence Hodel 
i•ar "·'efugee Board 
U.S. ir<:Jas:~ry 

Vmshington, IJ.C. 

Dear ~•iss Hodel: 

This is to conf\.ru1 our telephone conversation of the 
other day according to which you have kindly J?I"anted m_e an 
interview for 'ni:Jxt v.ednesrlay, June 7, 1944, at 2:50 p~m. 

Thanking you·-f'vr yciur kind cooper~ti.on, 

f.,peotfully Y"""'•. 

~~ 
~xecu~v~ ~~cretary. 

rl --· 1..-':f '· 





NEW YORK 13, N.Y. 

S.l/he~· 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, Inc. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

.• r. :1erbert Katzki 
"f~":tr hefagee noard 
J.s. TreasCiry 
v.ashlelgvm, r. c .. 

!)ear wr. i\.a t?ki: 

TELEPHONE 
CANAL 6-5000 

June l;. 1944 

1\i th reference to our telephone conversation of the ot),er 
d'<:r, i. s'1ould like to inform ;lou t'1at I hav.e an appointment to 
:oee lliSS '{odel next \',ednesday, June 7, at 2:30p.m. 

L aJ ''ondering and shoul(1 be v'=rY gr'lteful if you could 
give ... e a chR!1<::<3 to speak to you, too, thr, t same Aft•3rnoon. 
llould it be possible that .l. co;;;e.to·.see _you 11hen I am through 
v.lt'1 t'1e dlscussi•Jn r.ith Miss Hoclel"l 

Hoping tha ~ you will be good eno:1gh to drop me a line 

lH1d let :Je kno1·; whether it suits yo~ry sj 

f'/;.;Jincerely 

rl 

<'red ~~~e~i~s,_~~n~--~~ 
l!.xec:Jtlve Secretc,ry. 



P. o. B~x 77, CAr:'AL STREET S_TATIOt-~.' 
NEW YORK 13. N. Y~ :J_ 

Sefl4f!li.---~ 
OF E~IGRES FR()!v! C~I\I!.R.AkJ:UROI!i,~lnen- . 

President: 
PAUL TILLICH 

J·'ice-Presidenii: 
FREOR. POLLOCK 

ELSE STAUDINGER 

TONI STOLPER 

Treasurer: 
lml~ 

f"R(Dt ft1CK J. Wll.D 

Board of Directors: 
ERNA 0. BALL 

AROOS BENNEY AN 

MARTHA BERGMANN 

JACOB 81LLIKOPF 

FREDA. W. BORCHARDT 

ELSA 8RAENDSTROEM-ULlCH 

FRIEDRICH S. BRODNITZ 

FREDERICK H. BRUNNER 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

KATHERINE A. ENGEL 

HILDE FELIX 

HERMAN L. FILENE 

JAMES FRANCK 

WALTER FRIEDLANDER 

MARIE GINSBERG 

KURT GOLDSTEIN 

ERNST GUNDELFINGER 

EDWARD HEIMANN 

HORACE M. KALLEN 

GABRIELLE KOPPELL 

HEINRICH KRONSTEIN 

CARL LANDAUER 

EDNA LEWIS 

PHILIPP LOEWENFELD 

LEO LOEWENTHAL 

ALEX LORCH 

ADOLF LOWE 

HAROLD MANHEIM 

AUGUSTA MAYERSON 

OTTO NOETHER 

EMILY PERLMAN 

CECILIA RAZOVSKY 

JOHN F. RICH 

LILLI SELIGSOHN 

NATHAN A. STEIN 

OTTO STRAUSS 

SiEGFRIED THANNHAUSER 

ERNST TOCH 

INGRID WARBURG 

FREDERICK J. WILD 

LILLY WITrELS 

FRIEDA WUNDERLICH 

HANNAH ZIEGLER 

E . ....-ecutive Secretary: 
FRED. 5. WEISSMAN 

139 CENTRE STREET 

..... .L,=i~· .rlor-e~ce '-foOel 
{.:.r '· _-:..::·:lp~e ...:or_;_:::~ 

l:1J ... c.i~) .1.r::=~·c.'1r;-; L11ilding 
:-.~;.E~j-ilrJtG:1, L .. L. 

April 20, l9AA 

~~-ef~rrinp· t; t!:l~ tele.:_Jhon~e cdnVersntion 
JYl :1:~r) 'l.i t~t ');Jr LJ~0:8C~Iti Ve be~r~ t.Gr~.r, I'r. :1 ~iSS.:~~n•, 
1. ,._-.;:::11 t t-'J .i.~1i"·Jnn /OU t~v_, t our .9-ro·~~J v!oul~ feel 

-::--::2. hon~Jr<:!d i.:- ,/o·~ or ~;no t..'!er reprP..s8n t:·ti ve 
u1' t~e n· r ~·-·;t11;:::ee Doard CO'lld be with us !?~t t~'lt3 
f.i:l~r1ol ~eeting" o~ our Doar:J of Lir0ctors, sc~eciuled 
for· eLL~cr ~ay 8 or 15, 1344. 

·:·hi..s "-'OP>::tc: .e•..3ting \\ill be ~eld: at t~e 
~.~,.uai:8rs' "Po nell flouse 11 , 130 ...:.Bst 7u t.h ~tre·:'!t, 
.Je~·. ~·o·r_~< vi t/, in a ::.,Jell circle, r-.-i thou t any 
r''lo.:..cci t/. ·.rh, IJirectors of o'H _woer-6 are all. 
dee.iJl:; int~re~t·:io in the si tua t;ion of l:;he peo;:;le 
left u"':.L::~d in "'tlr<J;e, •md v.e shonlii be very qlc:d 
if we co•1.!.c! hsve e short survey of th·~ polic~' of 
Lhe k.r •·. 'f "l<;:'oe board and tlle work v.e ce.n do with
;.n ll:;s rn ... e. 

Lqo!cln~ :·orwrrrd to your i'nvorable consirlHr-etion, 

?aul ~·illich 
President. 

/ 



,_ ~~ -: , __ -

c 0 .r y 
¥~iling Address: 
P.O,Box 77, Canal Street Station· Phones 

SELFHELP OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, Inc •. 
NEW YOR'' 13, N, Y, 

NJS.rch 1, 1944 

I M P 0 R T A N T 

N 0 T FOR Publication; 

Only for Personal Inforw.a tion of our Members, 

vear Friends: ? -

----·---The rescue program of the newly cstablish~oar as given us 
tr.c much desired opportunity of extending - through our committee in Switzerland 
- help to people in certain enemy occupied countries, vmo arc in danger of starva
tion or who may be ablu to find refuge in a neutral country if means for escape 
arc available. Of course, this rescue vrork is very difficult; but we are ~urc 
that our friends in Switzerland ,.,ill do everything in their power to bring effec
tive relief, It is our task to supply them with the necessary funds, 

During the past t'rro years, it was a matter of great concern that there was 
no possibility of assisting our dear ones trapped in Europe, Now that we have 
once more an opportuv·i ty of doing something for them, it is up to us to be gener
ous. We count on your cooperation and urge you very strongly, indeed, to do your 
utmost to raise the largest possible funds among the emigres living in safety, so 
that the greatest possible number of refugees still in Europe may escape perl36CU'
tion and starvation, 

. Please send us your spacial oontribl!tio.n and earmark it. for our resoue work 
in Europe. 

SELFHELP OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EURoPE, INC, 

Selfhelp of Emigres from Central Europe, hie. 
P.O,Box 77, Canal Street Station 
New York 13, N.Y. 

Date:. ____________ ~._ ____________________ __ 

Please find enclosed my check - money order for $--------------~------------

as my special c~ntribution earmarked for your rescue work in Europe.-

(Name - please print) 
_.,-

(Address) 



r 

-· • 
MEMORANDUM FCR THE FILES 

Mr. O'Flaherty and I taJ,ked- with Dr. Weissman today 
concerP~ng the desire of his organization to aid needy refugees 
in France. Dr. Weissman stated that the proposal contained in 
his letter of January 25, 1941., to Mr. Billikopf to the effect 
that a fund oe established ir. this country against which borrow-
inf~ could be effected in Switzerland was made because of the diffi
culties they have encountered in the past in obtaining &viss francs. 
He stated that hiE org~zation had some funds which they desire to 
send at once to &vitzerland for relief and evacuation .purposes pro
vided a good rate could be obtained for the necessary Swiss francs. 
The recent developments in the Swiss franc situation were explained 
to Dr. ~l'eissnan and, in particul,1.r, it was stated that the Swiss have 
indicated a fairly liberal attitude for remittances for relief pur
poses. 

It was suggested to Dr. Vfeissman that he sabmit in writing 
the details of the proposed program of relief and evacuation with a 
request for appropriate licenses to permit the tranSactlons. It was 
indicated to him that the War Refugee Board would give Bl\llllpa:thetic 
consideration to such a program. · 

~ 
F. Hodel 



Ur. O'Flaherty and I talked with Dr. WeisllllUUl today 
concerning the desire of his organization to aid needY.,refugeoa 
in France. Dr. Weissman stated that the prop08al, contained in 
hiG letter of January 2.5, 1944, to J.!r. Hilliltopf to tbS effect 
that a fund be established in this country againot which borrow-
1n1: could be eUected in SwitJarland was made because ot t~Vt dif£1.;. 
cultieo they have encountered in the pant in obtaining Swius .francs, 
He stated that hie orgal\1zat1on bad some func18 which they desire· to 
send at once to Switzerland for relief and evaoUAUon purposecs pro
vided a good rate could be obtained for tha necessary Stdss ft•ano•• 
The recent <ievelopments 1n the Swiss trano situation were explained 
to Dr. Weissman and, in p!U"ticular 1 1 t was stated that the SWiss ·have 
indicated a fairly liberal attitUde for remitt.ances tor reliot' pur
poses. 

It 'l'fll8 suggested to Dr. l'ieiaeman that he auqalt in writing 
the details of the proposed program of relief and evacuation with a 
request for appropriate licenses ·to permit the trantaotion&o It was 
indicated to him that the War Itefugoe Board wollld give appathotic 
consideration to such a program. · 

F. Hodel 

FHodelahd 2/8/44 



.:0. BoX 77, CANAL STREET STATI~-
NEW YORK 13, N.Y. • .. 

PresideiJI; 
PAUL Tl LLICH 

Vice-PresidenJ.s: 
FREOR. POLLOCK 

ELSE STAUDINGER 

TONI STOLPER 

TreaJttrer: 
HERMANN LEUBSOORF' 

Board of Directors: 
ERNA D. BALL 

ARCOS BENNEYAN 

MARTHA BERGMANN 

JACOB BILLIKOPF 

FREDR. W. BORCHARDT 

ELSA BRAENDSTROEM· ULICH 

FRIEDRICH 5. BRODNITZ 

FREDERICK H. BRUNNER 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

KATHERINE A. ENGEL 

HILDE FELIX 
HERMAN L. FILENE 

JAMES FRANCK 

V/ALTER FRIEDLANDER 

MARIE GINSBERG 

KURT GOLDSTEIN 

ERNST GUNOELFINGER 

EDWARD HEIMANN 

HoRACE M. KALLEN 

GABRIELLE KOPPELL 

HEINRICH KRONSTEIN 

CARL LANDAUER 

EDNA LEWIS 

PHILIPP LOEWENFELD 

LEO LOEWENTHAL 

ALEX LORCH 

ADOLF LoWE 

HAROLD MANHEIM 

AUGUSTA MAYERSON 

OTTO NOETHER 

EMILY PERLMAN 

CECILIA RAZOVSKY 

JOHN F. RICH 

LILLI 6ELIGSOHH 

NATHAN A. STEIN 

OTTO STRAUSS 

SIEGFRIED THANNHAUSER 

ERNST TOCH 

INGRID WARBURG 

FREDERICK J. WILD 

LILLY WITTELS 

FRIEDA WUNDERLICH 

HANNAH ZIEGLER 

~xecutive Secretary: 
FRED. S. WEISSMAN 

Sef/ke~ ~ 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, Inc. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

A:..f:s rlor~:tce !lodel 
190 .. :&in TreaC'l<r;y Buildi:;g 
;\E.shington, r. C. 

,;;,y dear ';ilss Hodel: 

January 51, 1944 

This is to thank ;;oLI for toda/' s call. 

f..s agreed upon over t~e telephone, l :;hdl be 

in Wo.:ohingbon, fr.idE:y, i.·ebr.1ary 4t':1, 1944, on 

t':le tnin sc~1eoul.ed to ~J.rrive at 1:.'30 p.ru •• 

~ ho,.e I Ctoll be at y.:;ur office at 2:50 p.m., es 

1 
di s\:!nssed. 

fsw/rl 

/;'9~ ~S. l\eissman·1 

~xecutive Secretarl• 

r 
l 



.--

f 

FEB 21944 

De!lr tlr. Billikopf • 

I have received your lett&~ ot Januarf 26, 
1944

1 
enclosing a letter addreesed.: to you byllr'. li'rcEJd 

s. Weissman. 

I have referred Dr. Wuisemants letter to 
~. John W. Peble, ASsistant to the secretary, and 
arrangements have been made to have Dr· \'feismilaD 
come to Washington on FebrtW'Y 4, 19441 to dieousa -
his proposals in detai~. 

SinCerely yours, 

(Siped) H. S. -Klotz 
~- --

Mt'. Jaoob B.tllikopf, 
tabor Stand4r4s ~sPi1ation, 
80S Barllc:el'e lleou.ri ties Build1Pfb 
Pbiladelphia ?1 Pao 

FHodel3h4 2/l/44 



805 BANKERS SECURITIES BLDG. 

PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 

January 26, 1944 

Dear Mrs. Klotz: 
I am sending a self-explanatory letter from 

Dr. Fred s. Weissman, Executive Secretary of .the Selfhelp of 
Emigres From Central Europe, Inc., in New York City. I dis
like to trouble you, and if Dr. Weissman's request adds in 
any way to the heavy burdens, then I will ask you not to 
concern yourself with it. ::ihould you, however, write to 
Dr. Weissman, may I have a copy of your letter. 

Kindest regards, as ever, 

Cordiall~

1
yours, 

JACOB ~U.IKOPF 
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Set/he~ 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, 

t39 CENTRE STREET 

~•r. Jacob Billikopf 
805 Banker's Security B]lilding 
Philedelphia, Pa. 

Dear o<lr, Billikopf: 

l enjoyed it so much to have seen you again at the Annual 
meeti.~g of the i~e.tional Re;fugee Service, end I am sincerely sorry 
that L could telk to you only in such a rush. But your very 
fri:Pndly words and your mentioni'1g of l1lrs. Klotz• s name nave en
cour~ged me to give some thought to a problem which has been 
bothering a great many of our friends for ouite a while. I am 
still more e~couraged to ask you for your ;;ever failing assistance 
since I have read about the appointment of the neVi Board for the 
rescue of refugees. There are still many thousand refugees in 
Frrnce, as far as v1e know, many of them in :U,ding, others still. 
in c!i.lllps, still others liberated and living in small villages, 
etc. I have seen quite a number, of recent Red Cross messages in 
vhich tl:ese unfortunnte people ask their relatives and friends 
here for help. I run aware that, according to the "Trading with 
the Enemy Act", money must not be transmitted -to enemy occupied 
countries. B'J.t I also know that· some relief agencies, as e. g. 
the AJnerican Joint Distribution Committee, have b(len given per
mission by the Treasury to guarantee to local committees in enemy 
occupied countries, lilke Shanghai, that money borrowed by local . 
grouj?s will l:ie• _refunded by the Joint after the wer. 

Many emigre~ .itave ·friends and reJ:ati ves in Swi tz.erland who 
would be able and willing to advance relief payments to needy 1· 
refugees in l':rance, if only they knew that what they might advance, 
UO\'o would be refunded w them after the cwar. If the Treas\ll'Y . 
permitted us to collect, from people living in this country, a 
trust fund, blocked here for the. duration, earme,rked for. the. 
z;ole purpose of reimbursing after the war people or groups ip . . . 
Switzerland that have. advanced such relief payments to .their cJ.ear·" 
ones in France, I feel sure that we could .$aye lnapy_lives. iis 
far as I know, there is no law in Switzerl'e:n'd'againstusing Swiss 
funds for such relief purposes in France, and we have a very re.:.. 
liable corresponding comrni ttee in Sv1i tzerland which could give 
all required guarantees for the proper handling ,of this problem. 
I should be very grateful if you kindly looked tnto thi:'l matter ~;~nd 
brought it to the attention of I\\rs. Klotz if you should think there 
is a fighting chance of succ.ess. Needless ·t.o.. .sey . that I should be;· 
very happy if you could help me to an appointment in v:ashington .. 
so that I might submit .more details of this plan to the proper i .. 

authorities. · •i 

-2-
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Setjke~ 
OF EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, Inc. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

mr. Jacob Billikopf 
Philadel.,hia, Pa. January 25, 1944 

Such a trustfund would be useful not only for refug?es in 
France but also v;i th regard tD people who escaped to Switzer-
1 and frohl Fi'ance and, recently, from I taiy. You illB,)' know that 
lliO:I'8 thun 10,000 such refugees have crossed the Sv,iss border and 
have to rely on relief • regardless of y,hether they are detained 
.i.n c=<'s or released c.nd ellowed to live privately in the country. 
The Treasury perrr.i ts trm1sfers to be made to these people, but 
only if effected froJJ blocked dollar accounts, through a domestic 
bank. (V,e ourselves hold sud; a license and have a special 

' transfer sron'ice, in cooperation vii th the Quakers). However, the 
whole plan does not v.ork out ·properly, because the Swiss Govern
ment does not dlow paymen1:.s to be made ·over there from the blocked' 
doller accounts. If money whic'1 is now being sent from blocked 
dollar accounts to Switzerlrnd could, instead, be put in a 
trust fund in thiE cauntry, there might be a chance that 
;>eople Ln Swi tzerlc•ud who are interested in alleviating the 
suffering of refugees in SwitzerlE.nd were ready to advance those 
relie!' payments for the duration. You mey be sure that the 
reo,_ll ze.tion cf succ1 a plan could save a gre:ot deal of money. 
It v.ould C'.It shart a lot of red tape, end, last not least, would. 
give encourageuten t to :nany vic-tims of Nazi oppression_ here and 
~ro~. • 

I leave it- tcr .your. judgment, dec_r- f,1r. Billikopf, whether 
, ou think this pla1r phantastic, or v;hether you think it worth
while to submit the idea to ilirs. Klotz. You helped me once:, 
;:,i yecrs ago, to start the trE.nsfers to unoccupied Frm1ee, and 
I &.~n sure you are proud that this idea, V.hich, at the time, 
sounded so phantastic, has meanwhile proved quite a success in 
transmitting fui1ds for relief purposes to many countries. I ··!ill! 
sure you will find t'1e proper way also this time~ 

For yolir convenience, I enclose 2 copies of .-tl1is letter. 
• - _--_a..,_~ ~. ., 

Thanks in advance for everything you may be ·able' to do 
for this idea, and ;,Jeny regards · 

fsw/rl 

{;:~~~ 
Fred s. Vieissman 

Executive Secretary. 
__,--

__ ·!__]-...... 


