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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE· OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

I have 'rour letier of L,y 8, 19¥, 
concernir. • ~ let ~er recf'r:t-ic' aildresseil to us 
by 1-·,·i vccte :L.·avid 3;-,er~o~y_;rky from 1 someHhere 
in 0iclly 1

• \ .­

"' 
C.'he ··ar r',e,f:Uc'<'ee Bor•rd lw.s no object­

ion to your :o;ioli s>,:inF' Pri vccte :3;,.erbrH·Isky1 's 
letter in your 'ln~g.?zine. 

·Hr. l•l, Berchin. 
The Ans~1er, 
25 Vest 45th Street, 
New York, llew York. 

Very truly yot~s. 

J .·' ;:; • Pehle 
ExecuH ve Director 

.·- _,. ~ • . 



/ 
Dear )lr. Berchinl / 

I have your letter o~ay 8, 1944; 
aoncterning a let tat• reo en tly ,Addressed- to us 
by Private David Sherbo~teky/..from •aomewhore 
in Sicily' • - -

The War ll.ef~e Boarll has no object­
ion to your pu-bl1sh19lPr1vate S}ierboweky1 a 
latter in you:f;m8.go._t'1ne. 

Mr. M._ :Berch1n. 
The A# ower, -
26 We~t 45th Street, 
lew York, Nev Yor~. 

Very truly yours, 

J W ·.f!eble­
:FJxeo~t 1 ;~-lJirect_or _ 
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Mr. John w. Pehle 
WAr RefUgee Board 
Washington, D. C. 

near Mr. Pehle: 

May 8th, 194.4 

v< 
Pvt. David Sherbows:ey· has fo:rwarded us ·a·-· 

oopy of a letter sent by him to,you. from •some­
where in Sioily.' A oopy of the letter is 
enolosed-. 

We should like to publish this letter in 
our magazine, but sinoe it is addressed to you, 
we feel that we oannot do this without yoUr 
permission. 

tillll. 
We should muoh:sppreoiate your authorize~ 

Sinoerel y yours. 

hf llo • Berohin ./ 
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Mr. John Pehle 
War Refugee Board, 

_Washington, D. o. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I'VE SEEN JBVISH REFUGEESs 

- Somewhere-in Sicily-

I •ve seen them -- seen their anxious heads revolving like battle-tried ·gun 
turrets on tired and worn bodies -- their ordeal-streaked faces SOBIU11ng 
the faoes of passersby for signs of friemsnip -- noted the crowfeet etoh-

·ings of hardship srcund their dark eyes -- counted their few belongings -­
spotted the pilot ligh-t of hope swi tchi:ng into their eyes as _they espied 
and tFilked to American soldiers; -

I'VE TALKED TO T'JSM --
breaking through their time-hardened reluctance to talk -- learned of their 
short-stay asylums and continual hounding·s -- like so mUoh unwanted and 
unlabled b_aggage -- learned of their gypsy billetings inferior to our own_ 
GI aocomodati ons; 

I'VE HEARD --
the lisping accents of a four-year-old refugee kid struggling through the 
Four ~uestions of a Passover First Seder -- questions relating to the delivery 
from a former bondage -- and haunting me ever sinoe are thoughts of oppressi_on 
and the ouest for a permanent haven;_ 

I'M HELPING 
in a GI sort of way; a meal today or tomorrow is a ~ab at-Old Man Hunger •­
cigarettes, oaramelli, cheWing gum, soap, ra~~tor blades, iliOO lire -- they're 
e:zpressions· of aid -- but only atanic -- commas, so to a·peak, tn the story 
of aid for themt 

I BELIEVE THE TI~ IS RIPE 
to give a"booster shot" of hope to sinking hearts to strike a migh~ a~~ 
hefty blow on the Coney IDs land hammer and BOOk the dial pointer _fromf-the • za:ro 
point of ohronio beggary and hobodom toward the ceiling mark of freedom and 
SeO'll'ity; 

I understand that a sort of assembly line of assistance is being fomed -- that 
President Ro-osevelt recently appointed a War Refugee Board headed by you, Mr. 
Pehle -- to tackle this job -- starti~ by removing !}swish r·efugeel! from Axis­
satellite countries; 

I wonder how far the War Refugee Board has progressed -· I'd like to know: 

Respectfully, 

David Shel"bowslcy', 
Pvt., Hns., 7th Anny 
APO 768, Postmaster; Nyo 



QFFICE OF, THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

jr· 
I~ re..,l;f "'~l!?.'"'~P -~-

<> re~' ~ :o: "26 

I ~:r""re yo,l.r 1~-t::t::.l" 02.' .. -~-nr•il ~)1, 194<1-, relating :tour 
~-----:-~o~:: 2. e.·-:·y~:Tif-uce -·i :~. rB:-.u--:ee~ RJH~ reouestin_g informPti9n 
:-<E ~:-: L~'-" :oy~-- t;·;:· -·-c:,rQ i~ ,:.ini~.---· in resc•tiEF' t:<·ese unt'ortunrte 
:Jeonlc. 

' .•. '1-'-t=: .:!-1" . .t::-i-~1-.- e-e .;-:,o:::.r(~- VI.?::' cre-?ted b7 the i-'resident O_n 
u:. r:·-,_-::r~--'"" .-:: , for thE: · ·1::~ose of tekin-::· .?11 possiC-le measureq to 
rescu_e Pnt? s~vr- tl:.e victii£rE oE' e-_n.-on;v o....-)'Jression t'/ho e.re in irnmi­
n,:_,Ft c~;:;.r_~·er 0:' de!=!t._:,_, .?r..·· to p"''ford ~·lc!-: victirJS Bll poSBible 
relic<t' Pn'-~ Et~sist2nce consistent ···itL tf-:e successf1 .. l _orosecution 
a~· t}te w~r. Conies ot· t:~E ~zecutive 0rder estcblishirlg the Board 
,,~C: tl:J~ .!~.i te riou<:e :oress releRse of the same date are encloseci., 

:;:o ''ccom·oli£h its purr!Dse, the c'oc.rd has ini tie ted 
numerous rr. ~..-~_s,..:.re~ to rescue refu ~Ees .from enem:t terri tory* pnr-
tic~,Jl< rl~r from the .d.glkans ?Jld ;;entraJ;_~:·,·,(rope, to find j10VE'·7Js o.f 
refu-:e for theu in nlHces ot· spfety .,;ihere th'W may receive medical 
c.nre and other nee6.ed Rssi~t·mce, to :oersuade the satellite coun­
tries tn desist f ·om coonP.r'•tinu ···i th .:i tlez:o's "Program of :persecu~ 
tion ar~ ext~rmin-tion of minority neoules, and otherwise to bbt~in 
b'itter treatm<'nt :'or those remaining unc',er the Nazi yoke. 'llistab'- · 
lis>,ert nrivFte ori'"Rnizc•tions en,O:R<'"ed in refu.r:;ee and relief activities 
"'lT cooner8 th1F; \~i \"h the 3oard in the rlevelopment· :md execution of 
its )~o,;rRnls, ':'he iioR.rd b.:os Also stRtio:->ed: represeEta~ives in . .:.; 
strr;te,~ic COU."'1tries in order to exoedite these me,.:surflS. I "ani en-· 
closing some press releases issued by the Jioard. which may be of 
pnrticul,,r intere~t to you in conP.ection with your- inouiry, and a 
cony of the 1-'resident 1 s ~t,tem.ent of l·Iarch 24, in which he has 
called unon a.ll f>::"ee,~1 om-loving people to rally to this righteous 
unclertaking in the nAme of justice and humanity, 
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I ?.m sure you will apnreciate that the nature of 
tl:is tA~k is such that a detailed account of our work Cl3nnot 
be given. I cen 'assure you, h011ever, that _the Board is doing 
everything in its DO\••er to achievE; tl:e humanitarian objectives 
foT •·1h:icl-. it '""s creetecl, kr:n•dn,, that the Dli;asure of its success 
t.;ill bE: t.J~,e number o:· lives s::xved. 

1--'vt.. :0&vid SherOO\iS~~', 
I:!.eE:(~cuP.rt!~rr,, ?t!-.t Arm~r, 
iL.P.C. ff7~6, _c/o ~ostmPster, 
--e"'' York, .1-~-::w Yor-:-: • 

...:.:!!closures. 

V ,or;;- t rul~t yours, 

·,; •. ''. i"ehle 
xecnti ve ;.,i rector 

.. -~--- .... _ 
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In reply please 
- refer to: 626 -

--,,"'"-,_,' 

Dear Private Sherbowsky: 

I haYe your letter-of April 21, 1944, relating your 
personal experience with refugees and requesting information 
as to the lo!Ork the lloard is doing in reseuing these unf1)rtunate 
people. 

The War Refugee Board was created by the President on 
.January 22, for the purpose of tak:ing all possible measuree 1lo 
rescue and save the victims of enemy oppression who are in immi-

·nent danger of death, and to afford such-victims all possible 
relief and assistance consistent wi. th the successful prosecution 
of the war, Copies of the Executive Order establishing the Board 
and the White House press.release _of the same date are enclosed. 

!'o accomplish its.purpoett, the :Board has initiated 
numerous measures to rescue refugees fro111 enemy territory, Pllr­
Uoularl;y from the BEJ.ikt4ne and Central-Europe~ to find havens of. 
refuge for them in plaJes of safety where they m!cy' receive aedical 
care and other needed assistance, t.o persuade the sateilite· coun­
tries to desist from cooperation with Hitler's pl:'Ogram of peraeQU:- -­
tion and extermination of minorit;y peoples, and otherwise tq 'obtain 
better treatment for those remaining under the Nazi yoke. Eittab­
lished private organhations engaged in refugee and rell.r activitii!IB 
are cooperating with the :Board in the development and execution of .. 
its programs. The Board has abo stationed repreeentati yell in ~-.:" ; 
strategic countries in order to expedite thes.e IIIIBaeure.e, I . .--e~ · · 
closing aome preas releasee issued by the Board whiCh· mq b'e of 
particular interest to you in connegtion with your in9U117, and a 
cop;y of the President 1 s Statement of March 24, in which he has 
called upon all freedom-loving people to rally to this righteoue 
undertaking in the· name of Justice and humani tt, 
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I am eure .you will appreciate that the na re of 
thia t&ek 11 IUch that a 4eta1led &aCOWlt.'Of OUl'· .· :rk C&!lnOt 
be slven. I can assure you, however, that the ai-d b dol~ 
everyth!Dg in ita power to ·achieve thelriulan{t ian object1Tte 
for which 1t wa.e created, knowing that the m 11re of 1t1 eu:cc .. a 
will be the number of livee s~ed• 

Pvt. David Sherbowaky, 
Headquarters, 7th Arrq, 
A.P.o. #758, c/o Poetmaater, 
Hew York, Hew York. 

Enolosuree. 

I 
I 

/ 
/ 

T eJ7/t 1'1ll.y Y!)U11, 
/ . 

J. 11. l"&hll 
Executive Director 

/ 

./ 



Pvt D Sherbowsky, 
Hqs., 7th Arlf\V,­
APO 758, 
Postmaster. NYC 

Mr. John Pehle, 

War Refugee Board, 

Washington, D.o. 

U.S.A. 

\ 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Pvt. David Sherboweky, 
Headqua.rters, 7th. Army, 
A,P,O, :if758, c/o Poetmester, 
New York, New York. 

"'-

PENALTY FOR ·PRIVATE USI! TO AVOID 

PAYMENT OF' POSTAGH, •soo 

--~ _*-- ~- '· 



Mr. John .Pehle, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I 1 v·", SEEN JEW ISH REFUGEES : 

- Somewhere in Sicily -

(\!26 7-lrF-- . 
Wll.R.,;...._.,.-..;.-...;...;...,;...;......,.. 
Filing Authority -
·To: Files · 
A ns . ..................... _ .. ; ...... : ....... ,.,.;.~ 

21~ :~f·~44.-········'-~-~ .. ---·= 
Date __ ........ ,~---io_ .. , 

I 1 ve seen them -seen their anxious heads revolving. like battle-tried gun 
turrets on tired and worn bodies - their ordeal-streaked faces scarining 
the faces of passersby for siens of friendship - noted the crowfeet etchings 
of hardships around their dark eyes - counted their few belongings'- spotted 
the pilot light of hope switclring into their eyes as they espied .and talked 
to American soldiers; 

I I VE TALKED TG IDEM -
breaking through their time-hardened reluctance to talk - le!Jlined of. tre ir 
short-stqy asylums and continual houndings - like so much unwan1ed and un~ 
labeled bag{gl.ge - learned of their gypsy billetings inferior. to our ~ I}I 
accomodations; 

l' VE llliARD - _ 
the lisping accents of a four-year-old refuge~ ki.d struggling.thrQugh the 
Four Questions of a Passover First Seder - questions relaiing<to the delivery 
from a former bondage - and haunting me ever since are thoug~~s of.;;p~pr"'ssion 
and the quest for a permanent haven; . 

l' 11 HELPING -
in a GI sort of way: a meal today or tomorrovr is a· jab at Old Man Hunger 
Cigarettes, caramelli, chewing gum,soap, razor blades, 100 lire - they're. 
expressions of aid - but only atomic ~ commas, so to speilk, in the story 

of aid for them; · ~, •-

I BELIEVE THE TIME IS RIPE 
to give a "boa; ter shot" of hope to sinkifig hearts - to strike a mighty and 
hefty blOw- on the Coney Island hammer and sock the dial pointer from the 
zero point of chronic beggary and hobodom toward the ceiling mark pf freedom 
and security; 

I understand that a sort of assembly line of assistance is being formed ~ that 
President Roo-sevelt recently appointed a War Refugee Board headed by you, Mr. 
Pehle - to tack~e this job - starting by removing Jewish refugees from Axis-
satellite countries; ' 

I wonder how far the War Refugee Board has progressed -·I'd like to kilowl 

(PVrt., Hqs._, 7th ilrrJV, 



OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

ln reply please 
refer to: 626 

Dear Private Sherbowsky: 

I have your letter of April 21, 1944, relating your 
personal experience wi tp refugees PJld requesting information 
as to the work the Board is doing in rescuing these unfortUnate 
!JeOple, 

The ;'lar Refugee Board was created by the President on 
January 22, for the purpose of tRking all 'PO.ssi ble measures to 
rescue and save the victims of enemy opuression who are in immi­
nent dan,~er of death, end to ::>fford such victims all 1JOBsible re­
lief And assistance consistent 1~i th the successful prosecution of 
the I~Ar, C,..n._«.., "]_ ~ t e:'. ~,.;&~ ..... ~~1 'ft: (3+-t>-.... ,./.- <l..<-<-e< ·?:/..;.,.. 1-J.-: I{ 
,~, . ' , . ~;_1-._ 1 T!ltw t>- -_...... ;~. ..... "1k 0--\..L.- £ ........ .t.-o-~~ •. 
- 'l'o a~e&m'fllhl< &til ll~ ~~ ~ted 

Jll.lli!E!Io:"lll&"lfte~ c- . ' < .... ~.,.- • • ~~4/.::;::-
~~~ &~ .... -v ,:w': 

· ~.paaumadec~t<~at~- ~4'~-e'1F'ffl':"'tfe'!i'i"Br"N-'5'i!i=¢'1Yo'!J{l"r~-"" 
t~Il<-i~h&c,.l!'ai!J...,.pru,~,.&,t:,_,,,)-el's~'fti!bn''''!Hld''"EEfml'i'Jiifniit-i'on""''F-··'>' 
~lie'S, Established 'Private organizations eng.aged in 
refugee and relief activities are·· cooperating l'li th the Board in 
the develo'J)men t R.nd execution of its ~programs. 'i'h~' Board 
h,s also stationed re'J)resentatives :in strategi.P couritri,es in order 
to expedite these measures. --

I am sure you will appreciate that the nature of .this 
task is such that a detailed account of our wo.rk cannot lie_ given, 
I can assure you, however, thAt the -Board is doing everythin~_.in .• -,­
its power to achieve the humanitarian objectives io'r which··'itfw.as . ·' 
created, knowing that the measure of its success will be the mi.mber 
of 11 ves saved. 

Pvt. David Sherbowsky, 
Hdqtrs., 7th Army, 
A.P.O, #758, c/o Postmaster, 
Ne1·1 York, New York. 

Very truly yours, 

J, W, Pehle 
Executive ~irector 


