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EXECUTIVE OFFICE" OF THE PRESIDENT, o

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Mr, Zerchin: \‘ j : - '
S
I have vour le tjer of Lay 8, 1944, - Lo
concernin.t = 1Eu‘er recerntly 9ruressef to-us SR
by I~1v"tn &Pde anerbom«kv from ‘someuhere . ' o
in J1c11

“he -ar Hefugee Borrd has nd object-
ion to your 'olwllcxlnF Private J“eTbOUS£y 8
letter in your magealne

Very truly yours,

E'-Z Pchle
Lxecutlve Dlrector B

. - R - HMr, ¥, Berchin,
. . The Answver,

25 Vest 45th Street,

New York, New York,




Eo Wl 510.0

Deay My, Berehin:

) : I have your letter op May B, 1944,
concerning 2 latter recently ; ddrsssed to ue
vy Privote David 5herbowaky rom *somevhore
in Sicily', )

The Har Refz‘g‘s Bosrd has no object-
ion to your publishind Private Sherbowsky's
1etter in yoummpaﬁne.

/

Y. Veyy, truly yours,

/

J, i‘!'..i‘?t;hle -

Executive Director

Mr, H, Berchin,
The Arswer,

26 Wagt 46th Street
New York, New York,




THE A NON. SECTARIAN APPROACH TO- TH_EV 'PROB b
AN w R THE HEBREW -PEOPLE IN EUROPE AN ) "PAL

A BI-WEEKI.Y MAGAZINE

R } e " s NEW YORK CITY:
2 TATST 4o STREET T Bhyant 94600 T

‘Mey 8th, 1944 -

@
Mr, John W. Pehle
War Refugee Board
Weshington, D. C.
Near Mr, Pehle: ) .
Pvt. David Sherbowsky has forwarded is a :
aopy of & letter sent by him to.you. from 'some- -
where in Siocily.' A copy of the letter is ’
enolosed:, !
We shonld 1ike to publish this letter in
our magezine, but since it is addressed to you,
we feel that we cannot do this without your
* permission, R
* We should mudh’ appreciate yéur-authdrizaé;
tion. : TR R
- Sinoerely yours,
hf : Ui .Berahin ¥
S. MBRLIN -
Editor

Editorial Board
CoL. J, H. PATTERSON, D.S.0.
Honoracy Chairman . S P
M. BERCHIN -7 : . ) . - \
NATHAN G. HORWITT : )
JOHAN SMERTENKO
ISRAEL I TASLITT

Contributing Editors
KONRAD BERCOVICI
RUSSBLL GORDON CARTER
PAUL ELDRIDGE .
FRANCES GUNTHER
THELMA B. RICHMAN
DR. KRISHNALAL SHRIDHARANI . - -
WILLIAM VAN WYCK o S e T
DR. MAURICE WILLIAM ’ : BT T




- Somewhere-in Sio i1y = -

U2l April 1944

Mr, John Pehle
War Refugee Board, . L . -
. Washington, D. C. ~ B R .

Dear Mr, Pehls:

I'VE SEEN JEYISH REFUGEES:
I've seen them -~ seen their anxious heads revolving like battle-tried gun
turrets on tired and worn bodies -- their ordeal-streaked fases scanning
the fages of passersby for signs of friemiship =-- noted the orowfeet etoh-
“ings of hardship- arcund their dark eyes -- counted their few belongings --
spotted the pilot light of hope switohing into their 6yes as they espled

"~ end talked to American soldiers-

I'VE TALKED TO T'EM --
bresking through their time-hardened reluctanoe to talk -- learned of their
short-stay asylums snd continual houndings -~ like s0 much unwanted and
- unlabled baggage -- learned of their gypsy billetings inferior to our own :
GI sooomodations;i . R
I'VE HEARD -- b
the lisping acoenta of a four-year-old refugee kid struggling through the
Four wuestions of & Passover First Seder -- guestions relating to the delivery
from & former bondage -- and haunting me ever sinoe are thoughts of oppression
and- tha auest for a permsnent haven; .

'™ HELPING -- T
in & GI sort of way; a meal todaw or tomorrow is a jab at.0ld N¥an Hunger =
cigarettes, oaramelli, chewing gum, soap, rawor blades, 300 lire -~ they're-
expressions  of aid -- but only atomic -~ commas, 80 to upeak. tn the atory
of aid for them,

I BELIEVE THE TIME 1S RIPE B
" to give a"booster shot" of hope to sinking hearts -~ %o strike a mighty ahd
hefty blow on the Coney Usland hammer and sock the dial pointer from:the zero
point of chronic beggary and hobodom toward the c¢eiling mark of freedom and

seg:'rity;

I understand that a sort of assembly line of assistance is being formed ~- that -
President Roosevelt regently asppointed a War Refugee Board headed by you, ¥r.
Pehle -- to tackle this job -- starting by removing Jewish refuuees from Axis-
satellite countries;

I wonder how far the ¥ar Refugee Board has progressed -- I'd like' to Vk:nowi

Respectfully,

Davi& She'rbowak&,
Pvt,, Has., 7th Army .
APQ 758, Postmaster, Nyo




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT : .
- . - WAR REFUGEE BOARD L
: , - WASHINGTON 25, D. C. '

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

T

1 renly mlesce

- an . B
¢ rez ol ~26 . - : L

“herbowsityl

I neve your lstter

=nril 21, 1944, relating your’
informetion
se unfortunste

) rerusees and reaquesting
ae to tie voris tie Zeonrd if deivs in rescuid

wae crested by the President on-

tekting 211 possitle measures to -
v ownression who are in immi-

f : victins all vnossible

istent nlt‘ tne suCC?sstnl oroseécution

Covies of tie tyecutive Urder establishing the Board

fiouse press release of the same dete are snclosed,

ni deati,
‘acristonce

Zo sccomolish its pursose, the Sosrd has initisted
. numerous #:iasures to rescue refu~ees from enemy territory, par-
ticulsrly fon the dalkans and lentral -:urope, to find havens of
refuce for then in nlaces of safety where they may receive medical
care and otner nteaed assistance, to vpersuade the satellite coun- )

- tries tn desist £ om cooverntion with Zitler's program of persecu- .
tion ent extermin-tion of minority meovles, and otherwise to obtain s . S
bestter treatment Tor those remaining under the Nazi yoke, - Estabs- -

. lished »nrivete OTF”DLZ‘thHS engaged in refugee and relief act1v1tles
s#re cooperating with the Zoard in the development- and execution of )
its wrograms, The noard nas also stationed rvepresentatives in. Lo
stratexic countries in order to exvedite these messures. I am en- = - T

closing some press releases issued by the Hoard which may be of - ' - o

particulsr interest to you in conmection with your-incuiry, and a . .

cony of the Fresident's Strtement of March 24, in which he has . . o :

called umon all freefom-loving people to rally to this righteous .

undertaking in the name of justice and humanity, :




- 1 am sure you will aporeciate that the nsture of.
tris tack is such that a detailed account of our work cannot
be given, I cen ‘aseure you, however, that the Board is doing
evervthlng in its power to nchleve tke humanltarlsn obJectlves
ch it wes cregtea ¥nowvine that the _measure of 1ts success
tre number of 11Jes saved,

Very truly vours,

- - - >'Jo

. Fehle -
- xecutive Lirector

Shervowsicy,
7th Army,
cfo Fostmsster,

Yorw,

~nclosures,




. In reply please
¢ - refer to! 628

.

e

Dear Private VSherbowsky::'

7 I have your letter of April 21, 1944, ,rélaﬁipg your
personal experience wdth refugees and requesting information e LT E
aé to the work the Board is doing in rescuing these unfortunate : T
people, ' :

" The Yar Refugee Board was created by the President on
. -January 22, -for the purpose of taking all possible measures to - -
rescue and save the victims of enemy- oppression who are in immi-
"nent danger of death, and %o afford such viotims all possible
relief and assistance consistent with the successful prosecution
of the war, Copies of the Executive Order establishing the Board
end the White House press. release of the same date are enclosed:

To accomplish 1ts purpose, the Board has initiated =
numerous measures to resgue refugess from enemy ‘territory, par- |
tioularly from the Ballane and Central Europe,. to find havens of . - .
‘refuge for them in plades of safety whére they mey receive medical - -
- ) care sand other needed assistence, to persuade the satellite coun~ . -
T . tries to desist from cooperation with Hitler's program of persecu- - . C
tion and extermination of minority peoples, and otherwise toobtain - -
better Sreatment for those remaining under the Naai yoke, - Estab-: .-
lished private organisations engaged in refugee and relief sctivities
are cooperating with the Board in the development and execution of
its programs, The Board has alse stationed representatives in:
strategic countries in order to expedite these mezsures, I aw en-
closing some press releasss issued by the Board which may be of:
particular interest to you in connegtion with your inquiry, and a
copy of the President's Stutement of Marech 24, in whiech he hes
called upon all freedom-loving people to rally to this righteous
undertaking in the name of Justice and humanity, - . '




: I am sure you will ‘appreciate that the ne re of
this tack is such that a detaiied account-of our work cannot
be given, I ocan assure you, however, that the Byard s
everything in $ts power to ‘achieve the humanitaften objectives. ;

for which 1t wae created, knowing that the messure of its success

will be the number of lives saved, ) R L

7

Vgi'z/tmly yours, -

" J, W, Penls SRR
Executive Dirsator ’ )

«

Pvt, Davig Sherbowsky,
Boadquarters, 7th Aray,
AP.0, #758, c/o Postmastor,
Few York, Now York,

Enoto surél .




Pvt D Sherbowsky,
Has., 7th Army,
Apo 758,

- Postmaster, N Y ¢

o - - Mr, John Pehle, e

) = 1 War Refugee Board,
- PASSED ‘ -

: Washington, D.C. © R i

EXAM ER
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PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS . . .

Pvt, David Sherbowsky,
Headquarters, 7th Army,
A,P,0, #758, ¢[o Postmaster,
New York, Nzw York, :




- Somewhere in Sicily -

Mr, John Fenle,
War Refugee Board,
" Washington, D.C.-

Dear Mr., Pehle:

I'vs SEEN JEVISH REFUGEES: . - . - .

"~ I've seen them - seen their anxious heads revolving like battle-tried gun.- B L
turrets on tired and worn bodies - their ordesl-streaked faces scanning S e
the faces of passersby for signs of friendship - noted the crowfeet etchings
of hardships around their dark eyes - counted their few belongings - s potted
the pilot light of hope switciring into their e&yes as they espied and talked
to American soldiers; ) o

I'VE TALKED TC THEM - : :
breaking through their time-hardened reluctance to talk = legrned - of their
short-stgy asylums and continual houndings - like so much urwanied and un= -
labeled baggage - learned of their gypsy billetings inferior:to ous own GI
accomodations; o S i

I'VE HEARD - : S o L
the lisping a ccents of a four-year-old refugee kid struggling through the -
Four Questions of a Passover First Seder - questions relafiing:to the delivery
from a former bondage - and haunting me ever since are thoughts. of..op
and the quest for a permanent haven . E

.
2

I'M HELPING - : . : s ,
in a GI sort of way: a meal today or tomorrow is a-jab at 01d ‘Man' Hunger =
Cigarettes, caramelli, chewing gum,soap, razor blades, 100 lire - they!'re:

expressions of aid - but only atomic - comeas, s0 to speak, in the story
of aid for them; : RS 3

s

I BELIEVE THE TIME IS RIPE RIS S
to give a "boos ter shot" of hope to sinkifig hearts ~ to strike a mighty and
hefty blow on the Coney Island hammer and sock the dial pointer from the

zero point of chronic beggary and hobodom toward the “¢eiling mark of freedom '
and security; . - . SR . :

I understand that a sort of assembly line of assistance is being formed- ~ -that
President Roosevelt recently appointed a War Refugee Board headed by,you, “Mr.
Pehle - to tackie this job - starting by removing Jewish refugees from Axis-
satellite countries; SRR PO

I wonder how far the War Refugee Board has progressed "= I'd"1ike to know! -

x aew“ffl}%
'A/’j/alhﬂ'>k72(

- (Pt Hgs., 7th m:%ﬁ%gg,‘l’;&mste




OFFICE OF THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In reply please

_refer,tq:

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
"WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

626

Dear Private Sherbowsky:

~ 1 have your letter of Aprll 21, 1944 relnting ‘your
personal experience with refugees and requesting information
as to the work the Board is doing in resculng these unfortunste
veople, :

The War Pefugee Board was created by the President on
January 22, for the purpose of taking all possible measures to ﬂf' L
rescue and save the victims of enemy opvression who are in immi- '
nent dangzer of death, s2nd to ~fford such victims all possidble re-
lief and asgistance con<1%tept with the successful prosecution of - % i
the war, we o3 Thu £ < //,:Cu»&alw«w; e [Bppst et T M
; %\N Braewe doatlic e Lwatiomets, o -

tiﬂzkdéiﬁhai}h& li»az;a;-m%oy@ﬁmersmﬁbn — x’wi"’minaﬁ N
whnorityopeaplkes, Dstablished nrivate organizations engaged. in'
refugee and relief activities are cooperating with ‘the Board in
the development and execution of its poseus programs, Thé Boara o
hes also stationed representatlves in strateyic countrles in order,il,f"
to expedite these measures, — ! :

I am sure you will appreciaste that the nature of this
task is such that a detalled account of our work Cannot be given.
1 can assure you, however, that the -Boérd is doing: everythi An
its power to achieve the humanitarian objectives for which it was. :
created, knowing that the measure of its success will be the number
oi lives saved,

Veiy'truly yours;

J. W. Pehls
Executive Director
Pvt. David Sherbowsky, ) e
Hdqtrs., 7th Army,

AP0, #7658, c/o Postmaster
New Yora New York,




