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Dear Mr. McCloy: 

I 
Attention: Colonel Gear.hardt 

There is referred to you herewith for 

appropriate action a telegram addressed to Senator 
I / 

James Meade from Rabbi Baruoh Korff which the 

Senator's office forwarded to this offioe. 

Very truly yours, 

William O'Dwyer . 
Executive DJ.reotor 

Honorable John J. MeOloy, 

Assistant Secretary of War. 

Enclosure. 
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PLEASe .. F'ORWJ.rJJ FOLLQ\';HiG TO .S'ENATOR BY CABL:., "AUTHORITATIVE 
Il\FOF1.;A'l'IOI IL.4D.S US 1'0 BELil:Vr" TEAT !HE A?PROXIMA1'ELY ·so ,000 
POliSH JEI':I~li !c'LISONEhS OF V!AR WHO VEl-ill SEGREGATED FRCX1! THEIR 
CCX.lRAJEE: n; Ah:ilS .A. F11'1 WEEKS AGO BY THE GERJ;IAN GOVE11NMENT 
.ARE IN I'iil>:":E~·lT DANGER OF DEATH STOP 1\'10: URGE YOU TO PLEASE USE 
YOUR GOOD CFF:LCU:: DUR~XG YOUh ?}·ESFNT lHSSION TO THE 
EUhOPEAJ\ 1llli.41E;, OF V:AR -IN AN EFFORT 10 FORESTALL NAZI 
CA~'lJGBALIS! IK THE T'.''ELF1'i-! HOUR OF THE .EUROPEAN W.4R STOP OUT 
OF DEFEAT Al:D DESPEHA T:C Oll v;; FEAH iiAY YET CCME A MORE 
CATA.STEOfHIC C!cENAGE THArl EM. BEEN GUl~ ':!I.SFORTUNE TO WITNESS 
Hi THE Pl::C.T STOP NE2DLE.SS TO I'!PF.LSS UPON YOU TiiE URGENCY OF 
THr. :.V"I"lEh r'OF: YOUE f,WIUFE PND ~miP.ABLE UNDERS"ANDING OF 'l'HE 
JE':IISH PF,OBLKl IS A l,\ATTER OF P . .ECORD-

P-YJBI BAF.UCE KOP.FF DIP..ECTO!i. P.E.SCUE .ACTIVITIES OF 
BAEF.G;,;NCY CO \'!ITTEE 'IO"SAVi THE JEt:ISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE, 

VAAJJ HAHATZALA ANb- UNION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS 
25 WJ;:~T 45 ST NEl'l YOFJ{, -

80,000 25 45, 
C~TASTROPHIC CARNAGE PC 



Wnittb ~tatt~ 6tnatt 

J,lp·· -
Washington, D. C., ---------------·------• 19 4 6 
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Respectfully referred to , 
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MAR 311945 

Dear Dr. Goldmann: 

Through the American Legation 1n Bern. the 
tollow1ng§tr1o1;!J gonfidenUal message has been· re­
ceived for you from D:rt. Relgner: 

8 In a gathering of var1ou.e national. Red 
Cross representatives at Intel'Oi'oss headquarters 
which l attended,:President Bu.l'Okharilt gave an 
account ot hie recent conversations with two 
high officials of German political pollee 1p 
Vorarll:lerg and with representatives of the Ger­
man Minis trY of Fore 1gn Affa1:tos in lre1uU.ngen 
on the Swiss frontier. Interoros!l obtained the 
right to have permanent delegatee iri a:U camps 
for oh'11 detainees on the condition t}lat the¥ 
will remain in the_ Qamps u.nt1l hoet~l1t1ee cease 
and that they will f.OUo~ transfers troa Cllllps 
to new ones. AuthorbaUoQ,, has been stv•n tor 
delegatee to oontaft·all deta1Dees·1nd1v1dual.lf 
ud to oorl"espond treely with lnterc.-oss de1~g• ... 
tion 1D '-'erl1n. Camps will ·be establish~ ac.oi c 

cording t:o the nationality ot the detain•••· · .. 
Jews will be assembled *1th the~ oompatrJ..otii . 
in camps of reepeotlve nationality. Iritel"Oross -
envisages epeclal oa~pe tor atateleespeople. 
Special Intel'Oroaa regional delegatee, will ci.el.')..~ >,.,. • •.·· 
wlth deb1Deea working in special COiillltaJlttC)S ·out:•· - · 
s1de of the camps. Intercross 1e now pr,parins 
collaboration ot Sw~ss arm1 end Sv1~a Red Crose 
delegates, parUou~arlJ physicians and aartUarJ 
personnel to be· sent quickly to Gel"'llan camps. 
President Bu.rokhardt warned that, 1n view or 
recent war developmeJits, the segregation of, 
oampe-aooord1ng to·nat1onal1t1es -wul not be 
ach1hed quicklJ. Regarding food acU()n for 
war prisoners and c1v11 detainees, Bll.-okhardt 
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advised that three centers otd.1etribl.ltion v1ll be established at Luebeok, Ravensburg,. and Beirut. Special block trains w1ll go trolilthe 6v1slil fronUer where 28$ trucks are stationed. Oenter for feetdins · camps for civil detainees will be Ravensburg. Twelve trucks are presently at disposal tor o1v1l detainees. This number 1s absolutely ins11ttio1ent. The problem ot evacuating oivil detainees on ex~ change basis was discussed with German representa­tives. Detlnite .answer 1s still outstanding. Evacua tiona through Switzerland according \o oa8e• gories and not per bead but by nationality, <WOllen, aged people and children is envisaged. Ag' l.111li ts have not yet been fixed~ The Germans made llO reser­vations as to political or racial detainees to l:le included in these C~Xohanges but will themselves indicate oamp nationality to begin with. It the exchange, scheme starts, transportation to Switzer­land '!'Ia be by block trains and trucks. 4tter the meeting, Burckhardt told me personally that German political police officials assured hiw that Inter­cross will have large possibilities to deal with the oa!'e of Jewish detainees. Burckhardt could not ol:ltain any accurate information concerning the Ger­man attitude toward MuBy 1 s aotion. My personal impression is tbat realization disc11eeed plane partly already problematic beoaust of recent war developments and that the-flrst categories probably will be rrenoh and Belgian wno:.m1gh~ be exc;~e4 against Germans of All1ed•oocl.lpied'Germany.• · . 
· I am sure you will real be the s tr1ot1y oont1-dent1al nature of the· foregoing message and that you will,. regard it as secret. · 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann·, 
World Jewiah Oongresa, 
1834 Bl'oadway, , 
H.ew York 23, N. Y. 

rH:hd 3/30/46 

Very truly yours, 
lSigned) William o•nwyei' · 

W 1ll1am-0 •l)wyer 
Executive Director 
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For Dr, Nahum Goldmann, 1;orid JEwish CongrEss, 1834 

Broadway, ~Ew York, 

From RE:ignEr, GEnEv~. 
J I 

!.J/ In gathErin~ of yaJ:.hous m.tional Rtd Cross rEprEsEntativE-s 
j\cc .;l-· "· -. j 

including mysElf at &:fefr }1EadquartErs PrEsidEnt Burckhardt 

gaVE account his rEcEnt conVErsations with two high 

officials of GErt:Jan political ·policE in VorarlbE:rg and 

with rEprEsEnt(J.tivEs GErmnn Minis~~.Y- ForEign f.,.ffairs _in 
::!}({.. f..tf.c iJ •"? -1"-~)-r:J - . 

KrEuzlingEn Svliss frontiEr. --G-±GR obtain·Ed right to havE 
... •-- .... ··~ "::' 

pErliianmt dElEgatEs in all camps for civil df:ta'ihtEs 'on 

condition will rEmain .canps till End hostilitiEs and will 

follow transfErs camps to nEw ~nEs. DEiEgatEs authorizEd 

cont~1c~ -_i.ndividually all dEtaineEs and-cprrE-spond frE:Ely 
.~'i··- U_~,-1·· ---~ -~ 

with C4-EJR dElEgation BErlin. Camps will bE EstablishEd 

according 

~CLASSIFIED 
~-~--.:Jpt. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. fark~ Date...s£E..1 2 1972 ' 
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according nationality of dEtainEEs, Je:ws .... 
assEmblEd 11i t?- thE)'r compatrio~s in camps. of_ rEspEctive: 

. v _· ·= ... . ~ . , .... ~t ~ s ) _/:).::._~f.~-: .;t..-:..: ;_~;:'}_.-fA.&r~~~ 

nn t ion:::tl i ty, ,,'For state: Lp_s pEoplE GlCR--e:-nv-:i:s·a~g-i-11-g-
y, ~··7 ..... ~ (._-•·_,. ~ 

y.p.e:_c.ia.±--camps. SpEcial-G.±erCrEgional dElEgatEs will dEal· 

with dEtnintEs vwrlfing in spEcial commandos outsidE 
_J, -·· ... i-1._-;-! .. , ..J 

camps, . +mR riol'; .prEp9ring colbboration Swiss "·,rray Sniss 

REd Cross dElEgatE~- espEcially physicians and sanitary 

pErsonnEl to bE sEnt quickly GErman camps. Burckhardt 
\..' ' . r ~-- ¢ fr0 .·· 

warnEd th:ct viEw;rEcEnt war dEi.TElopmEnts,.sEgr-e:gation> 

calolps according·· nationalitiEs •Will not bE ~3:-y- achiEVEd_;lu<t~~-
/~ d) 

ConcErning food action for var prisonErs civil dEtainEE~ 
\_ --: 

Burckhardt il:1-formEd tLl t thrEE cEnte:rs of distribution 

will bE EstablishEd "'LuEbEck R:::tvEnsburg, and Be:irut;G;e:v, 
) . . .. 

activity for caltlps withii{j~t1gE .~~? kilomE~-E;,~ SpEcial 

block tr:Jins will go from &w:i.ss ·rrontiEr<2!J.4)v1hEre: 200 

trucks stationEd. RavEnsburg will bE cEntEr for fe:tding 

car;ps civil dEtainEEs. :.t prEsEnt 12 trucks at disposal 

for civil dEtainEEs, this numbEr of trucks absolu·tEly. 

insufficiEnt, ProblEm e:vacua tion civil dt tainfE~&~mn ··:~~­_____.. 
ExchangE basis was disc'lssEd with GErman rEprEsEntativEs • 
.. ~~~""""""'""""~~...... .-

DEfinitE answEr still outstanding. It is EnvisagEd to 

EVacuatE: through SwitzErland according_catEgoriEs a~nd not 

pEr hEad 
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pEr hEad but by nationality.VJomEn agtd pEoplE 

AgE limits not yEt fi~Ed. 

political or racial dEtainEEs 

ExciwngEs but Pill t'"lEmsElVES ind_icatE camp n::-.tiot1::'.lity 

to bE>cj_n '.'lith. If Excl"l''.ngE schEmE starts block trai.hs c,nd 

tr,,c~cs r;ill bE usEd :~s :Eans of transportation to Svd.t-

zErlcmd. _·,ftEr gat;,_Ering Burc:chardt dEclartd to ·t;lE 

pus_qn2llY GEri•;c:n politico.l policE officials assurEd 

._~_/_;~_-. J·..t-~.:..r··~ ::7 

him ~ett""--tJill havE largE possibilitiEs dEal carE JEwish 

dEtainEES. 1.3urclchardt coulc' not obtain any accurc.tE; 
/ 

inforwo.tion concErninG GErman att:j_tudE toward dusy.
1

s action. 

,.:y pErsonal imprEssion is th::<t rEal).zat:con discussEd 

plans partly o.lrEady problEhmtic bEcausE rEcEnt war 

dEVElopmEnts and th::::t first oatE'goriEs pro'l)ably Frtnch 

BElgian uho might bE ExchDngEd ::~c;aJ.Yts:t .G-Ermans of J:..LLiEd 

occupiEd GErmany. / [3 
H:;RRISON 



I 
Beoretary Morgentbau 

Miss Hodel 

For xoyr 1ntongp1pg 

The attached c~le htut Juet been received trom 
Mr. MoOlellsnd reporting on Burokhann•s vJ.sJ.t wi.\b 
the Gorman authov1t1es. \F · 

The main points in the Suvokhardt report are aa 
follows: 

1. lnterna\1onal Red Cross delegates will be 
pel'f!'litt.ed to be st.at1oned in maJor oaiLlpB 
for Sohut&baeftlinge (political deporteea) 
and prisoners or w~ to supervise .relief 
d1stribut.1one: 

2. 'i'he ffflM~ans tare willing to allow deliveries 
o't reue;t by truok to poJ..nJ.·oal deportees 
1vrcepeotlve of nat1onalU7 -o~ ·rae,; 

3. The Germans nave qreed 1n pr1ne1ple to 
allow evacuation of women, children, el.4erl7 
and ill people i.vreapeotive of rel1s1oB or · 
raoe: 

4. Intel"n.ational Red Oroes 1s planniug to 
11t1lbe raturnlng prisoner of wru:a rel:J.et · 
truoka for evacuations. 

Mo6lell.and s11g~este that the War Retu~ee,.Boa~•s 
aoat etteotlve contribution to this ~ol.lble progr§m of 
relief and e'/o.ouaUon will be (a) ~tdnlng truclts and 
tires, end (b) organizing the evaoi,(atlon ttom Switzer.;. 
lancl ot thoae r$t'Ugeea who are non-repatriable 1n li."'.ll'OPt~.· 

(Signed) F1oren:oa Hodel 

.FHihd 3/24/46 









ZURICH, March 
·smoking and gutted as 
the worst punishment ever 
to Germany, is swarming 
footpads who attack · 



Dear Dr. Golduiimn: 

The following message for Jau from Mr. Bieper 
was received through the American Leption, -Bem, Ullder 
date of ~ 8, 194.5: 

llQn the third of llerch, pursuing negotiations 
in the name of the Congress IUboWitzki discussed 
rescue prob)eu with Carl Barckbardt, President 
ICBC, and with Von Steiger, President, Swlas 
Confederation. For the purpose of discuseing 
the release of civil detainees with Himml.er, 
among other matters, Burckhardt ezmounced. his 
intention of-leaving Ge:rman;v within a f~ d~Q's. 
A 1118111ber of tbe Swiss Legation in Berlin has been 
instructed to Wid'rtake· parallel intercession also. 
by the Swiss ~ial Council. Assurance was ~1Yen 
b,y Von Steiger that aD¥. transports tblt ·might 
arrive from Gel'lll!iiD;y would be admitted b)' SwUzerlaDd. 
The Germans .bad now agreed to repatriation of cer­
tain national graups of civil detainees. ~t 
informed us. · 

"i'or sendiDg relief to camps in Gerlll&ll¥ &iglo~·SUan~ 
authorities have agreed to make available trcick8 to 
ICRC, but the¥ insisted that the1 be used for prison­
ers of war onl,-, civil detainees being excluded. It 
is the belief of· ICRC tbat 1 t will be possible to 
conclude arrangements for the use of such truclcS 
ret\li'JWg empt;v for the tranaplantauon· of released 
pe~ns to SwUserland, however. It is requested 
that 1ou make urgent intercession with competent 

l 
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Alli.Ad Blltbori ties ul ue of trucks for the relief 
of do-inosl gi,'ri,U.liiDe~ ?l...,!.l-3"' ~¢ach. t~ Swc:idlAh_ 
Red Cross and, for the evacuation. from Northeria. 
Ge1'11l8DY, send a steamer to Luebeck also. It is re..: 
quested that you cable me in tbis matter."-

:ror your -petsonal ,and_ coofidential information, the 
War Refugee :Board bas been world.ng for some ti1lle on tlle problem 
of obtaining transportation equipment for the delivery of relief 
to unassimilated detainees in German-controlled are&.$. It 18 
requested that you regard the message from Dr. Biegner t!'llllsmit­
ted berelrith as strictly confidential. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmalin .• 
World Jewish CoiJti'ess, 
1834 Broadway. 
New York 23. New York. 
' 

Very truly yours, _ 

(Signed) William O~Deye~ 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
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Allied authorities value _pf, .. . 
of detained. ci vili~'l>nB.trucks for . the relief 
Red Cross and for t~ s~ approach the Swedish 
Germany, sen~'a steamere~~£~kf~m Northern ---· 
quested that you.cable me in thi ... t.so. It is re-. SJIBter.u 

(_ · .· . ~ence Hodel 
ASiiaiNPliNUIG·@±BiW;ctor. 
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nmerlcnn ~eguti~n, Bern 

TO: Secretttry of' State 

CONTROL COPY DATED: Murch 8 • 1945 

NUMBSHg 

y' 

14oo.· 
X -The folloHing message, strictly 

hcClelland !'or '·JRB. 
from 

To Na chum Goldmann of World Jewish CongreRs,. tram 
Riegner, Geneva. 

On the third of March, pursuln~ neeot1at1ons in the 

name of the Conf:':ress tfubo;\'1tZk1 discussed rescue problems ld th 
/ 

Carl Bur~kharut, PresiCent ICRC, nnd ~dth Von Steiger, President, 

Swiss Confederationo F'or the purpose of discussing the release 

ot' civil detainees w1 th Rimmler, amon~~ 

announced his intent:!;on o1· leaving Germany within a fe1>1 days~ 

A member or the Swiss Lezh tion in Berlin hr.s been 1nstruct.ed 

to undertake parallel 1ntercess1on ulso, by the Swiss 1-'ederal 

Council. Assurance ;ms g1 ven by Von Steiger that any transports 

th& t might arrl ve from Germany would be _a(iUTJ. t:teu.:by SWi tzerltU1d• 

'l'he Geru.ans hall now agreed to repa tria t1on of certain na·hon.a.l. 

groups of civil uetainees, Bu.I"ckha:rclt informed us. 
' "' 

For sendine relief to ca:::ps in GPrmany·Anglo-saxon 

authorities have agreed to make available trucks to ICRC, but 

they insisted that they be UP.ed for prisoners of war only, 

civil detainees being excluded. It is the belief of IGRC 

thr~t 1 t t"ill be ponaible ~o conclude arrangements 
DECLASSIFh 
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of such trucks returning empty for the transplantation of 

leased persons to Gwitzerland, however. It is reauasted that 

you make urgent intercession ;-lith competent t\llied authorities 

~ _Qf trucks for the relief of detained civilians. Please 

approach the Swedish Red Cross and, for thfl evacuation from 

Northern Germany, send a- steamer to Luebeck also. It is requested 

that you cable me 1n this matter. 
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MF-1590 
Distribution of· true 
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Secretary of State 

1lfashington 

·2402, Uarch 8, 7 p.m. 

Dated March 

Rec 1 d 

B ~ 1845 

FOR 0 t DlVYER \ffiB FROH HANN. 

I 
I 
I 
! 

\vorlc>. Jewish Congress here feels some possilfility 

German o)olicy of extermination may soon be changing to 

one; of evacuation of Jells. They recognize transport 

difficulties of saving any large number should Germans 

" be Hilling to permit exit. They •)oint o".lt Intercross ., --~ 

') 

··' c: 

war ··c·amps in Germany froo German Sh<iss border 

in south and Lubeclc in north. ).lumber truc1cs to be fur-

nished Intercross undetermined but \vJC informed ag;ree? 

reached on principle. Such truclcs they point out l, ment 

i Hill _____ [ be returning empty from prisoneF·war·c·aa·mps- to German 

border and_could be utilized to carry Je•rs out. \>l.JC 

approaching Intercross through delegate here an'd have 

asked that :r:ntercross be urged by board 1 s representa-

tive in Bern to approach Germans '1-Ti th view to working 

out arrangement along lines indicated above for evacuating 

re:fugee13 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 
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refugees from German:y:. 

please give appropriate instructions to HcClelland~ 

NINANT 

BB 



Dear Lh'. McClOJI 

From an ;ntereeted private agency, the ~rd 
has learned of a report "t.h8t the Germane hnve recently 

J segregated:f.olleh,Jewish prisoners or_ war from other 
. Polish prisoners of war and that it h fearM that great· 

harm will be inflicted on the segregated Poliah Jews. 

This information is forwarded to you tor con­
sideration and whatever action may be deemed appropriate. 

Honorable John J. McCloy, 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) WUI:fam O•n- . 
~ .. ,ye:r 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

Assistant Secretary of War. .,-_. ~-
--~- 4- i: ' 



ME:MORANilJM FOR THE FILES 

Peter Bergson telephoned today to request that I call C'teneral 
O'Dwyer's attention-to the fact that a llJessage hadbeenreceived _ 
to; the effect that the Germans have recen,.tly separated about 150,000 
Polish Jewish prisoners of 'War ~om other Polish prisoners; that this 
action is in violation of the Geneva Convention end that it is feared 
that great harm will come to these Polish Je1Vs. Mr. Bergson requested 
that the Board tc>ke the matter up with the War Department in the hope 
that a strong· message could be sent through the International Red 
Cross to the Germans and that retaliatory measures be threatened if. 
the Germans refUsed to abide by the Geneva Convention with respect 
to these prisoners. -

F, Hodel 

-·~ "-- f- •. 

\ 
\-.• 
\·' 
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DatEd r.'lnrch 2, 1945 

REC 1d 5:22 p.m. 

FOR 1mB FR01.1 MCCLr::LLAlTD 

DEpartmEnt's 804, FEbruary 23, 

In gEnErol it can bE s::\id thu t according to bEst 

avcilnblE informntion, most 11 schutz haEftlingE 11 (SH) 

cupablE of physical labor urE bEing YJOrlcEd by Nazis 

ct a grEat variEty of tasks GorE or lEss dirEctly 

connEctEd with GErnarfy 1 s ·,wr Effort, It is il.;possiblE 

howEvEr. to obtain any stotistic on numbErs actually 

EngngE d in YJhn t could bE call Ed 11 wnr worlc11 (i.E. 

r.mnition plants or war r.mtErial· fnctoriE s), A lnrgE 

numbEr of SB. nrE bEing usEd litErnliy us ·~~'slbvE Urbor 11 

pErforming hEnvy physicul norL such ns roud building 

dEbris ~;lEaring, dig[J;in,; of anti-tank ditchEs and 

likE, M.'1ny wonEn in RovEnsbruEck for instancE: nrE 

EngagEd in rEconditioning usEd clothii1g shippEd fror:! 

EXtEr:.Iinution cnmps in Poland, JEwish dEportEES uho 

rEcEntly rEachEd SwitzErl::-nd from thE REsiEnstndt 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 
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rEportEd pnving workEd nt SEWing 

nnd nt D.a!cing hwvy woodEn casEs for r.mchinEry nnd 

likE~ Again nt BErgEnbElsEn somE catEgoriEs of in­

tErnEES work whilE othErS do not, 

At this timE howEvEr o. grEat many SH arE inactivE 

in tErribly crowdEd assEr.lbly cnmps having bEEn EVacuatEd 

from prEvious camps and jobs in East, 

In any spEcial rEliEf program_ for SH undEi'tnkEn at 

this momEnt ICRC plans dElivEr purcEls insofar as 

practically possiblE only to ill und ExhaustEd SH. 

National groups mEntionEd in LEgation's 1056 

FEbruary 16, comprisE JEVJS of rEspEctiVE nationnlitiES• 

H.i\.RRISON 

RR 
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DATim: 

Secretary of State, 'iiashine;ton 

l~ebruary '4, 1945 
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'l'he follot'l'inL ~1essnr,e 1o frou •·cClE'l:land for l'lRB. 

'l'he nineteenth of Februe.ry, I haO oaoas1on to 
. ( /. 

discuss with .Jr. Marti, Chief ICfiC Dele~~lite from Berlin the a.IU'.,.rent 

situnt1on in Cernmy of "Schutzhaeftlinge 11
· and Jewish deportees. 

See Legation 1 s 455 of the t111enty second of January, 

?44 of tl;le second of i:o'ebruar,r and 1159 of the twenty second of 

l!'ebruary. 

It seems thRt the :'!az1s are evacuatine; aonoentra1{ion 

canp inmt:'.tes and regroup inc; ther:• in tt'lO general areas: Bet111een 
/ 

Har·tbur('!j und Luebeck (TAT1t11 headquarters located at concentration 
I 

carap of ::euenr,;.~rame near llo.::~burg) and Hunich, with headquarters 
,.. 

et Dachau ov.mp. It ir~ reported by r,;art1 tht.t conditions of 

fri[~htful crowding a.lreRdy existing in Neuen0a:rune and Daohau 

"'hfre concentreea, who are uluoat all in very- ..(:)oor'.'R1lysioal 

condition from :rolory~;ed undernourishment e.nd mistreatment, after 

d11ys on foot arr·ive in state· of utter exhaustion. As. n result 

of evacuation measures a great many huve alree.c1y died. A most 

convincing cese for ureent need of transportftion equipment was 

:::,iven by Larti, stvting thv.t inv.aluable !.lid couJA. be rendered to a.t 

leuat some thousunde. if a fet·l trucks 111ere on hand. Hart1 foresees nc 

difficulty as regards permission to distribute relief parcels on s-pot 

in vie1~ willingness of !JS 



... . 
-2-i/1217, l!'ebruar,,· 24, lO a,:TI. fr::u Bern. 

Januar·y and of general st.ste of confusi::>n. 

- . 
at Go~eborg \'Jhere some 220 odd thousanf of our parcels are stocked 

still. For· ::unioh area,;JRraels coul<' be trucked from S\'t1tzerland 

over t';is corn::n=.rntively short distance. At this time 'l're have 
./ I 

60,000 \.-:HB ~,1arcels A.n '£oulon unlof.lded fro:·~ C.A:'tl'l'AO II aurine, 

January at;ainst which erragement to borrm·! ·en<'linr, arrival the·ee 

,..,::reels in Switzerlend coulc1 doubtless be m~de 'JJith IC!·iC. J 

As rer;ard.s rece!)tion ;>D!'CP.ls, situation all Allied 

1'0'.18 in essenticlly na:''e c;s that of civil deta1nePs due to 

impossibility for JCHC secnre adeouate rail tr·t:>.nspor·t, Rlthoue;h 

l'O~iS nre in better 'J{iysical condition 1n ~~enerel and less liable 

to die of starvation. 

I take libert.y of rene'l'iinc my request that URB either 

arrange place my dis,aosul ·four or five trucks for IC>tC or, if 

this is not practical, author~ze: me ntte, ~Jt secure them in. 

Swtt2erland, in liL:,htr;;r;ur·g:ncy of this critical si tut11on. 

Before the;' \·•oulo 'Jermit vehicles to leave S\,ritzerlnnd for ut111ze.t1on 

in Gerr;mny, the 8':JiSF! Army would doubtless request guarantee .of 

replacemen1; ,_.r1th1n reasonable time of at least ti,res_,. i-f~ -not t;ruclts 
' - • -~ ... -6 ·- - --_:.. 0-

themselves. From ano ·nts grated ICHC for 1-'m'l trucks, small 

supply of fuel and oil could be made available. 

Recommend serious and prompt consideration rJ.'f th1s 
(";;~~:':"{>i: - . 

request as there a.re only fe'I-J 'I'Yeels.a_ or· nt most months reuaihinr; 

in which to take effective measures. ~;e are positive action of 

this nature t-JOuld serve to imp1enent actfvities by ~h.rise off1c1ale 

~,nd ICHC requested in your late meseag;eso 

DC /L: I :LC .t\\~ 
2-26-45 \'' 

HARHISON 



" 

A~erlcpn Levstlon, Bern 

TO: 

DA'l'I!:Di F§bruary 22·, 1945 
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l'icClell!:md scndR the fol '!.o•··inF for the Derartmeht and '!RB, 

'-'efcrence fs made i1enn··i th to Leg-etion 1 s · cebl e of P'ebrunry 2!!'., 

no. 1159, 

I 

Burckharnt (B) of IB.RC also lr.formed me on FebruAry 20 that the 

F'eoeral Council heo VFry recently asl~ed him to reorePent !1t·ritl"erl.t:~nd 
{ 

in PtJris l'lfl ;iinist'·r to the French ProviPiom>l r.overnment; Thouph 

he had e~uhaPized exceedingby i~~ortPnt dUties that lay be~ore him 
/ 

<'lurinp- co>ninp critical •·•eeks aR ICRC Pre~>ident, hiR f"OVernment ~·as 

ur1,·ing him to accept- tbi s ne1·• apnointment to •··hich the "rench Gov­

ernmPnt had on February 18 ihdiceted 1 ts agreement. It 1-ras <>tated · 
I 

by B that undoubtedly Professor Huber ··oL<ld return to Geneva at leaRt 

temnorarily as IC:!J.C 1 s President. 

It •··Ps sugre<::>ted by me thAt ln. vieT'' of 1m::ortFnce ~nd Ul"f"enfy 
I 

of ljjeetinf" '-'lmr:Jler in an attemnt to exp!)nil. P.nd.· reinforce I'J~C actlv-

0..1 ity in Geru;eny· both as_ref'pect rGlief end l'~rotective measures -ce~ r--.... 

g? haps l t •··ould be nOR!'li blc to postrone officiAlly taking up his r'luties 
c-.1 

~ ~T-i aR ~'·•isP ::inistcr in Pari!" for a Clonth or s'ix '•reek!'! Rnd keening apnolnt;.. 

;:: ment secre(\ in the meantime. He ans1·•ered that the matter •·•oull'! be o..:. 
~~ ~ OiPCU<;:sed by .1':1 t··ith hie e-overnmcnt~' 'o·, 
~ ,3 . ·, c.· ,., '~; ' /; , •. 

j..., ~ At H1
" !!Uf!f:"E:'Ption I took liberty on evenin'p- '{,t FebruPry 20 etf 

~~ . 

0 ~ ;ciscusf'linf' the question lnforr:~ally •·1t~ yef@e~·:·French ChRrf"~ 
U:i &id

1
Affc1reA P.t H,.rn "'ho e:rpref.l~ed the v'1e'ti 1 t~~'t·'·a•'R negotieting •1 th 



=·2-

Rimmler in behalf of ~:o:D1ticlll de·· -:>rtee~ 

sta.ted by B thP-t he •·ou1o tr.-k() thr> flr~t o':nortunlty to mention 

I 
Ne'"'S of ::jl B. Appointment 1·'88 DUbl1!'!1ed iri the '11·•189 presfl Ot\ 

FDbruery 22. I am nm·• informed by F,l that this •·•aF due to 1n<'l1Acret1on 

of certPln French journal1stF • 

.l.t once I f'Ot in t::JUch ~1. th B 1"ho seirJ that agAin he hPd sent· 

l·•ord to 41mmler reiteratlr;g his '·1. !"h to see the l~tter. I' '~-'RSJ fur-

ther informed ily B thllt the Swiss Goverm:ent had -"f'reed to four "~oreeks 

-costr>onement 1ri"a1B yoinr· to Paris. T11erefore, it is to be hoped 

th?.t A ,..111 ~till be P.b] e to carry thro.gh th1F. moFt imrortPnt mis-

Pi or, to OermPny. 

Develonments sr1Rll be reported. 

HARRI ~Dl'! 

2/26/45 

,"L ... ~ '· 
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American Legation, Bern 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

NUHB~W 

February 22, 1945 

1159 CONTROL COPY 
f. -£1oClelland sends the .following f'or the attention ot 

the Department and the War Refugee Boar~ 

On February 17, tfe delivered the letter from the Minister 

(referred to in the last paragraph of our 1056, February 16) 
I 

to Burckhardt (b), urging ICRC to take action along lines, 

as follo"tors g 

(l) Visits of its delegates to places of detention of all 
I 

categories of Sohutzhaef'tlinge to be 1noreased to the greateot 

possible extent; 

(2) As substantiallY..: and. as rapidly as possible to augment 

the number of the committee's representatives in Germany; 

(3) To mitigate the lot of all civil detainees and to 

dissuade _German officials from last minute extremes, 1netruc;;t 

its delegates to take every advantage of the mount1n~ confusion 
- - - .·- "-·~ I. -•• • 

l>lithin Germany. 

The substance of-B's written ·reply, dated February 19, 18 

as follows: 

In answer to your 2lt;tt1te:t- of' l~'eb.,ruary 16, I must 1n 
, " u. "' /i) \fO .. 

the first place stress the tnot that~the German Govern-
;;; 

. c <I; · o:r · ment 
.; [](y' 

.1 t 0 
1 

-,
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ment stated in their memorandum 

the follm'linG& 

For imperative reasons of n~tional defense, 

visits to· camps and places of detention 'Jlh .... re 

alien det~inees (Gchutzhaeftlinge) are confined, 

1Fe unfortunately at the present moment not 

feasible. 

Our delei:;ate, Dr. Schirmer, reported the fo~ lo,·ring -

ln a recent co:n.nunication~ 

~'le have been informed by headquarters )f 

German security policy that, in each particular 

instance, permission to visit concentration camps 

of alien detainees must be personally secured from, 

Hi nmler. -

The :oregoing"is the situation at present. An 

answer from Himmler concerning the place nnd date I can 

see him personally is beinr.; a<<'ai ted by me. Should the 

intervie"1 take place, I shall spare no effort to do my 

utmost to secure the best result poseibl'e•.· The diffi­

culty of this 'l;stSk is t'lell kno1m to you. 

It is our desire to send as many dele~ates (to 

Germany) as possible, and they mus~·be men of character. 

>tl thin the next fe•,1 days, five ne''' delegates are, accord-

1n~ly, leaving for Germany. As soon as 1t oan be 

il,!'rrnsed 



arranged, others will be 

The ouestion of transpol"tation ls.a.nd 

the decisive problem. 

can starve within four days. Doubtless you are acquainted .. 

t'li th the cable ,.,e sent to vlaahington (to the Secretary of 

State) following receipt of most recent report from . 
' 

Dr. Maeti in Germany (our chief deleg~te). 

Under the present o1rcumstances, not a moment is to· 

be ..,.rasted. Access to camps by our delegates is dependent 

upon t'lhether they bring something 1dth them and whether. 

they have gasoline and oan still llll:Ulae;e to travel hr1th 

trucks) on the roads. Any number of freight care placed at 

our disposal t•TOuld be useless,_ if it should be found 

impracticable to 'except t·.;.::. ra11Nay lines in north and 
... ~ 

south from aerial bombardment. This is ll].l most urgent 

in the extreme. Any results to be secured must be obtained 

through large SCale methods Of action and sweeping de;}!.AiOns. 

Q.ui te often we are e.xpected to perform mirac:L~s, which 

is, of course, impossible; but by exerting ~ve~y'nerve 

and applying all ..our will we can do somethipg 1f t4'e · are: 

furnished \'1'1 th certain indispensable meam;i for exeo~tlon 

of our task. 

This concludes the reply by Burckhardt. 

I had .._ personal meeting 'with B ·of Februf_lry 20, who J..nfo:rmed>'~ 

me th~t he had dispatctied a letter to Himinler on February ,17, 



requesting an interview. 

Reference is made in the 

of February 19 to the answer 

Foreign Office to memorandum of October 2, 

Legat1on°s cable of December 7, No. 7998), There is being 

transmitted in Legat1on4 s 1143, February 21, the substance 

of German reply t"hich t-m.s issued in an ICRC communique dated 

February 14. 

DC/L~ MJ\S:AN 

2-23-45 

HARRISO . 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

t-.lul~BER: 

PARAPHRASE OF 

American Legation, Bel'n 

Secretary of State, Washington 

February 16, 1945 

106( . -From McClelland for the attention of the Department and WRB. 

Reference is made herein to the Legation's cable of JanU.aey 
27 , No. 581. · t. · · · · · · · 

In regard to possible proteotiV'e and relief action for all 
categories of unaseim1lated persons in Germany, parUcul,arly those 
termed Schutzhaeftlinge (SH), I have recently received the follow-
ing extremely confidential information. 

A member of IORC 1 s Berlin delegati(m,. Dr. Schirmer who li'aB 
previously very active in B\.ldape.et and Vienna, su.bmitte& to ICilO 
on January 24, a confidential memorandum which·.in effect was as 
follows: Schirmer and. a colleague l'lere put 1n touch with 
Obereturmbann Fuehrer J>.e.:,Berndorf Ch~f·Des S1oherhe1tsdienstes 
und AQ1f6!hr Fuer die Schutzheeftl1ng, whose oftice was located. at 
Zimmers trasse 19 Berlin, by a certa1n :;JSCfeneral. Leu tenant Mueller. 
Following preliminary conversations with Schirmer, characterized as 
cordial, Berndorf1 took them to headquarters of Nazi conoen't~a.tion 
camp system at Oranienburg. Further convE):reations were hel<i there"_ 
v1i th Obergruppen Fuehrer Glueck (also a Genei'til Lieuten!Ult in .. Waffen_ .. 
sa) director of all concentration camps, standade.nfu.e~•l" DJ:O• Loling 
head medical officer of concentration eamps,.and.-.G-1\l,.eck · s 8dJ\lt1:Ult • 
Obersturmba.nnf1.1ehrer Hoees. Explairilng. tl}.at''J1acht\u near. :t-tu.n.1ch was 
to become central assembly and clearing ca!llp tor all Sij, tij.es~ ss. · 
men seemed most wiLling to discuss ways an(\ means .9~ add~d IC.RO ·.· .. 
relief to concentration camp inmates •. Apparently; the tral;\s(e;rof 
large numbers of SH was already under li&Y from ·east and. north;,', In 
Dachau, v1here central admin1s.tration i-luding qu,estions lit f()od ari4 ·. 
transport v1ould be located, there was to be a system of smf),ller · 
subsidiary camps radiating from that poin-t;. ·•· Truck transportation 
facilities for distribution of relief parcels were offered to ICRC 
by the as, and they explained that, as far as 13ontrol was 'coil.cernedl-. 
men of confidence of various nationalgroupe wo\lld be stationed at 
Dachau, and that the ICRC eould maintain contact with .tlle.se men~ 
Since the SH were being continually transferred around now and paroel;s 
would doubtless never catch up with them; the SS felt it inadvisable _· 
to continue addressing parcels to individuals. Parcels of the IORQ ·. · 

DECLASSIFIED . 
State· Dept. Letter, 1·11· 7 2-



It is most~j;t@ificant that, in spite of this. rather inlportant hitch, Himmler will no'~ apparently affioially permit relief f~r. con... ·.· centration camps even if·only to certain categories of SH, since ··;-_' · hitherto Berlin has categorically refused suchperm.1.ssion and only in a small number of camps was the reception of IORC parcels .by internees tolerated. No doubt refusal to grant b],afik.et visiti~g . . . ·;' permission is motivated by the fact that. an increasingly large nWllber of SH are being worked in war factories at present• , 

However, quite aside from th~, exterit of external relief p;rogr8.1ll · it will be practically possible to launch, this seems to·me a unique opportunity which should not be neglected for the .IQRC to drive an opening wedge into the Nazi concentration oamp .ays1iem. Al"'· though I would hesitate to put pressure on Burckhardt and ICRC to inaugurate a large relief program which might indirectly benefit the war effort of the Germans, it is my feeling that ICRC Shaul~ immediately follow up thh lead by dispatch ofaepeoial mission of their most capable men·to Germany, and if possible that this mission be headed by Burc:tthardt. An invaluab].e opportu.nity to get more personnel into~Germany, whose presence might t-iell save the lives of thousands of inen.an!l women as the Nazi system collapses~ might be afforded by thi.s s·ituation. 

On February 11 I was informed by Nordling, the Swedish. Consul. General in Paris, whose forceful intercession with the. German military commander in Paris resulted in the release of some foiU" thousand political prisoners, whom the German Commander had orders to execute if they cou.ld not be ~va.cuated at th.at time, tha.t ~ December he had addressed a personal letter \o lU.mmler reqllei'JUng better treatment for all concentration oamp·i.l'.bnates alollg t:ne Geneva Convention lines. Even tho1.1gh he received no dire.~t answer to his letter, Nordling learned thro1.1gh most rel1ab].&c!:Jannels that on receipt of nis letter Himmler had ordered. the (!er.IJI8n R~;: . . .. Cross to study and report immediately on the possibility o:t iJif-" ..•.. the lot of Schutzh~ettlinge. 'l'he maintepanoe of contact with ·· , · · . Nordling was delegated to a German industl111alist named Lehrer, l9ng a resident in Fr>ance and possessing direct contact w1thh1ghllru:1 · officials by Himmler. It is Nordlingts belief thatJan~ary SS overtures to IORC men in Berlin are at least partly du.e to his representation and that liimmler is de1'1n1tely intereste.d in fao1l1;.;; tating relief to SH, for reasons which are open·to considerable speculation. 

.,; __ · . 

. _.·._·_,- . 
. ~- -, -.·(;. 
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On February 10 and 13, Nordl1ng, 1n ~he 1ntel'est o:f,exploi~i.Dg 
this situatioo, eon:ferred at length with BqJ'ckhard.t ot IQRO a~d .. ·· .·.· 
attempted to persuade Burckhardt to take a~tion Since he, Nora.:p.ng; 
felt that his going alone to Germany as a Swedish ConsulG:E.mera].. or · 
as a private individual would not carry theneoesaary weight ana 
that it was quite obvious that this Job should be llndertaken by IQRQ. "· , ... 

In the faee of evidence of mowrUng confusion within Cler~anJ 
and the resulting increased accessibility of ind1vidu8.l German 
officials to psyeholgical pressure as they beoame moreie()lated bt 
military events and hence more independent, I feel, in view ot the 
foregoing, that ICRC should not neglect such an opportU»ity. As soon 
as possible I am consequently handing Burckhardt a letter from· the 
Minister urging him to take action in line with my .commimioa:Uon to 
Burckhardt based on Department's cable of January 9, No. 127 (WRB 
No. 356) and as soon as possible the resuLt will be reported. 

00/L 
2-19-45 

.• 

HARRISOJI 

--~ 4-~ '· 
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Dated Fobruary 10 1 1945 

Recld 7:37 p.m, 

Secretary of State, 

ivashington. 

X 
1457 1 Tenth- CONTROl COPY 
FOR 1.VRB 

v . .,.., .,, 
Dr~ L. Zelmanovi tz 1 secretary of the World Je1vish ' 

Congross 1 today requested Embassy to bring to the atten­

tion of the -WBB the following viei·JS of his organize,tion: 

A progressiv_-.e inc-rease in numbers of Jewish 

refugees released from Germany a::-,d German~controlled' 

areas is expected for the follo,ving reasons: 

1. Use of Jewish internment camps for German 

refugees from Soviet-occupied areas. 

2. Jewish internment camps in Germany proper 

might result in embarrcwsment to local !JOpulation 

and evidence of any mass extermination of Jews might 

remain as incriminating evidence • 

3, Lack of food for Jewish internees~ 

4. Possible desire of German offici':j;als to gain 

credit for releasing Jmvish in~e:rmeE?,s• 
-/I)•> Congress believes·.· .J' 
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-2- #1457, Tenth, from Lond.on. 

Congress believes that th.ritzerland should not be 

embarrassed by being compel2-sd to mainto.in an increasing 

number of released Je\"rish refugees• Consequently 1 

./ 

Congress 
urges that everything be done to evacuate'· those 

v' 
nm'r in Switzerland in order to maker room for rsfugees 

./ v 
anticipated arrivals 2ci1d that food medice.l supplies 

" and clothing be sent to SHitzerland to ease the situa:... 

tioh should they arrive. 

'\HNANT 

LHS 

'._!"-:---· 

i-
1 

r 
l 



TO Miss Hodel -

'J':01e nw,;be:c ol' J H:,': still in German-occupied terri tory. :is variously 
e.s~i:r.C'te.~ between 200,000 and 520,000. 'l'he principal 62'oups i!"lvolved are 
e:.::. i"olltrz..s: 

T erezin (T heresienstadt), Czechoslovc:.kia 
Labor ca.m1cs nu;.r Vienna, Austria 
Bcrg-&m-LEch, Bc..V&_ria 
Belsen l:'<crc,en, near Ce.Li.e, Hanover 
Bei:oen J3er;en (in transit) 
Jmn,;u iecn, J:'olish E.nd ocher cieportees employed 
as l&.bor in vo.rious ,Aerts of Ger•uan-controlled 
·terri tory. Precise locr.tlon unknown. 

40,000 
18,000 
12,000 
9,2183/ 

25,0002/ 

100,000- 400,ooob/ 

The b_;;ecial iToceciure unuer· wnich victims of enemy oppression entitled 
to non-c.uota or ,JreJerence cuot& i!mnigrL.t.:.on visas and those to whom visas 
'"<"l'-= e.uthorized sinee July .i, 1941, are declared eligible for exchange, embraces 
to-dute, ''bout 4,350 i)ersons, .as follows: 

l/ Tni~ fibUre is seve~al months old. According to recent information, Jews 
from Terezin have been evacuated in large number·s to other unspecified parts of 
uerman-occupieci territory. 

2) This figure is as of end. of November. It includes the following categories: 

4,500 Dutch and Belgians, of whom-s·everal' hiinctred h!).d 
Latin-Americ1:n documents and Palestine certificates~ 

3,500 Slovhk and Hungarian women and children. . ' · 
.349 Poles with Latin-American documents. 

JO Poles claiining u.s. nationality. 
300 of unspecified nationality 
300 of unspecified nationality, with Latin-American, Spanish, 

or Portugues <iocuments. 
150 Greeks 

89 Hungarians 

Since then, about 1300 Belsen Bergen internees reached Switzerland with 
German permiasion,, and about 150 ;internees with Latin-American documents v1ere 
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Irunedi<tte relativ_es of U.S. citizens 
I~;mediat.; relatives of resident aliens 
Authorized visas 

i:xcept. in ver-:1 few cases, nothing is known regarding their 
nor is it, possible to guess how many are still alive, 

Adci:'..t.Lonal inforlilli.tion reg~crciing the distrib].ltion of deportees and 
internE-es, non-Jewish dS well E.S Jewish, m&y be found in the files of the 
,;pecio.l Conunitcee on :.1i;;rc.tion ecnd itesettlement (c/o ),ir, George Warren, 
i:e;_oLrt;nent of St&-r,e), tne hesearch and Analysis Division of -the Office of 
;:::cr::-tegic Services, the Eescue Department of the irorld Jewish Congress, the 
Institute ;:;f Je¥:ish Itf:!.'drs, c_nd the Institute for Post-\~u.r Problems of the 
L-·;eri.::c.n Je;v,ish Committee. 

Enclosures: 

(l) A m&p of Ger,~an controlled 
territo:L"Y · -~ 

(2) A li.ot of concer:tri,iti..qn camps 
SU}Jl'lied t.o-us J;>y-the­
American Red Cross 

rele&sed by Germany by v:ay oi' exchan;;e, leaving in,_ flc~~sen·B.ergen about 
7,768 Jewish internees: 

)./ 25,000 Jewish llepprtees ;-,ere brought ef,rly in January to Belsen Bergen­
from Silesian camps. It is understood that they are being'transferred t6 
other pc.rts of Germany. 

y The wide disp£.rity in the nu:nbers of this category is due to our somplete 
ie;norance of t11e numbers of those killed:" dead among these deportees, and of 
tllOSe still 5UTViVing as compulsory laborers, 



Austria& 

Germany: 

Nether lands: 

Northern Italy: 

Protectorate: 

Mauthausen (Linz) 

Berg A/Laim (Wiesbaden) or (Fr~ort) 

Eichwald (Erfurt?) 

Faubruck (Sa.arbrucken region and near Trier) 

Graitaitz ( " ) 

Tomersdor:t ( " ) 

Barneveld ( thinks liberated - not certain) 

Westerborck (dissolved Oct. 1944) 

Oesareo 

Foe soli 

~~onte Ferrato 

San ~·tino ·di Rosignano 

Altersheim Prague (Is home for elderly people in Prague) 



Miss Hodel 

B. Akzin ana Paul J. McCoi~ack 

The number of Jews still in German-occupied territory is vari,aus:cy 
estimated between 200,000 and 520,000. The principal g:I·oups involved are 
as followsl 

Terezin (Theresienstadt), Czechoslovakia 
Labor camps near Vienna, Austria 
Berg-am-Lech, Bavaria 
Belsen Bergen, near Cel.le, Hanover 
Belsen Bergen (in transit) 
Hun&arian, Polish and other deportees employed 
as labor in various parts of German-controlled 
territory. Precise location unknown. 

40,000 - 60,000 ]J_ 
18,000 
12,000 
<F,21s.Y 

25,000J./ 

100,000- 400,000~ 

The special "'rocedUJ·e und.er which victims of enellli.Y oppression entitled 
to non-quota or preference quota immigration visas and those to whom visas 
"ere authorized Bince July 1, 1941,- S,:re declared eligible for exchange, embraces 
to-date, about 4,.350 persena, l.!.S follo~s-1. 

]} Ti:l.is figure is several months old. According to recent inf9rma.tion, Jews 
from Terezin have been evacuated in large numbei·s to other unephoified parts of 
German-occupied territory. 

y'- This figure is as of end of llovember. It includes the following categorieec 

L,,500 Dutch and Belgians, of whom several hundred )ltid.:, / ·--: 
Latin-American documents and Palestine certii'ioatea. -

31500 Slovak and Imngarian women and children. 
349 Poles with Latin-American documents • 

.30 Poles claiming u.s. nationality. 
300 of unspecified nationality 
.300 of unspecified nationality, with Latin-American, Spanish; 

or Portuguee documents. 
150 Greeks 

89 Hungarians 

Since then, about 1300 Belsen Bergen internees reached Switzerland with 
German permission, and about 150 internees with Latin-American documents were 



2 

Immed~ate relat~vas of U.S. citizens 
Immediate relatives of 1·esidant aliena 
Authorized visas 

about 
II 

" 
Except in very few cases, nothing is known regarding their whereabouts, 

nor is it possible to guess now many are still alive. 

Additional information regarding t.he distribution of deporteep and 
internees, non-Jewish B.S. well as Jewish, nu.\y be foumi in ·the files-of the· 
Speci<ll Committ,,., vn Mi6ration und Resettlement (c/o MI"o George Warren, 
Department of State), the Research and Analysis Division of the Office of 
Strategic &ervioea, the I\escue Department of the World JewishCongreaa, the 
Inst.itute of Jewish J>ffairs, and the Institute for Post-War Problems of the 
American Jewish Committee. 

Enclosures; 
(l) A map of German controlled 

territory 
(2) A list of concentration camps 

supplied tJ us by the 
American Red Cross 

released by Ger1nany by way of exahan~e, leaving in Belsen Bergen about 
7

1
768 Jewish internees. . :. : • -- -

:;} 25
1
000 Jewish aeportees were brought early in January to Belsen Bergen 

from Silesian camps. It is-understood that they are being transferred to 
other parts of Germany. 

iJ The wide disparity in the numbers of tlll.s aategc:iry il:l du_e- to ,our complete 
ignorance of the numbers of those l<.illedfYdead among these deportees, anQ. of 
those still surviving as compulsory laborers. 
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SEcrEtary of StatE, 

washington. 

887, FEbruary B, 4 p.~. 
)( 

FOR DEPARTMENT AND 'ilRB / 
On occasion of my talk with ~inistEr Trick 

along linEs of DEpartmEnt's 127, January 9 (WRB'S 

356), I lEft an aidE mEmoirE with him on thE subjEct 

(LEg:::~tLon's 581, January 27). 

LEg:::~-ti~on -he~_s now rEcEii[Ed ::1 writtEn ::~nsv1Er to 

this aidE mEmoirE from FEdEral Political DEpartmEnt, 

Division of ForEign Affairs, datEd FEbruary 5 stating 

with rEfErEncE to protEctivE valuE of frEquEnt visits 

by §wiss consular officials to placEs whErE JEWs nrE ... .. ~ ·. ~-

• ~ #-.- ••• -

concEntratEd that this m:::~ttEr is bEing studiEd by 

Swiss LEgation at BErlin with a viEW to dEtErml~ing 

linEs along which action can most profitably bE t::li{En, 

Swiss aidE.mEmoirE goEs on to statt "it must bE. 

EmphasizEd, howEvEr, that thE situation is not tht 

samE as .in Hungary for in GErmany swiss intErcEssi'On 

in favor of JEWS hns up to now only bEEn countEnancEd· 

with rEspEct 
·., __ , 



-2-#8871 FEbruary 8 1 4 p.m., from BErn 

with rEspEct to limitEd catEgoriEs (as 

arE concErnEd) of bEnEficiariE:;J of immigration pEr .. 

mits for PalEstihE or thE USA andof possEssors of 

~rotEctlon documEnts of South AmErican statf:s 

and that only insofar as such pErsons wErE bEing 

considErEd for ExchangEs 11
, End Swiss aidE mEinoirE, 

HUDDlE 

LW.S 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE, 

INCOMING.· 
TELEGRAM 

EJJ-1444 PLAIN 
/ 
London 

Secretary of State, 

1vashington, 

US URGENT 

ZECHO 7, Thirtieth 
X 

FRO~ I SCHOENFELD. 

In note of January 27 Ripka quotes a telegram 

signed 11 l·iarchione ss of Reading, Leon Kubo\vi t zld, ivorld 

Jewish Congress, 55 New Cavendish Street, 1v 1 11 stating 

that reports from reliable sources indicate Germany has 
·/ 

started annihilation Jewish remnants interned in German-
,. 

held lands and urging Czechoslovak Government to ap• 

proach Germany through protecting pol•rers, tho Holy Sec 

and International Rod Cross and e~pressing conviction 

that strong attitude may aohleve 'ben~ficial results. 

Riplm -continues that Czechoslovak Government is 

alarmed and suggests that sine~ this concerns many' 

Allied governments latter might collectively make 

strong representations through channels suggested above. 

Since his government has no official contact 1-1'1 th . 

protecting powers he expresses the wish on behalf of his 

government 

,. 
; 



-2-#ZECEO ? , Thi:r'tieth :f;pom London 

government that US Government may,consider 

toward saving remainder of tho interned and deported 
I 

Allied citizens. He aCJ.ds that should US Government 

deem it advisable to unCJ.ertake collective action 

Czechoslovalt Government 1!muld vrillingly associate 

itself Fith such a proceeding, 

Similar notes sent to British and Soviet Missions, 

iVINANT 

JT 

j 
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DatEd January 90 1 Hl45 

REc 1 d 3!45 p.ni~ 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

W'Rshington. 

10301 ThirtiEth. 
"- ·, 

FOR \VRB FROM MANN. -~.,~tJ!o---·-··· 
/ 

Through IntErnational REd Cross dElEgatE in London 

World JEwish CongrEss has communicatEd thE follovfing 

to Max.HubEr PrEsidEnt IntErnational REd Cross CommittEE 

GEnEva. 

''AlarmEd~noTs GErmany EngagEd ExtErmination 

rEmmnants JEwish populations. UrgE you EarnEstly namE 

grEat human intErEsts EntrustEd your committEE spEak 

up publicly dEmand guarantEES GEnEva ConvEntion Tokio 

projEct to which those; unfortunatE victims EntitlEd. 

GErman assErtion thosE pitiful victj;oo ·no't· .:citizEn$ 

bElligErEnt _nations nullifiEd EvEnts rEcEnt month~. 

ConvincEd spEcial IntErnat!tonal REd· Croas Mission 

sEnt for rEprEs~ntations GErman highEst authoritiEs may 

achiEVE succEss,· GErmany· nEEds Inttrnat:i,onal REd. Cross 

SErvicEs and will nEEd thEm EvEn morE nEar futurE. 



-. 
-2- #1030 1 ThirtiEth, from 

This is crucial hour." 

A~ovE sEnt to l-icClElland for his 

\VINANT 

- .O.·:f-•. 









Board understands th&t Sfias.lll.iltster· in. iauld.n~~Q~. 

request of a private orgin1ieation1 is tr~tt.lng. 119 t~·$l4e~i 

Government the request that fh'litzerl.andagatn.app~ to tha tla~ 

QoVernmc>..nt to r~traifi frolll fUrther extermination and ~J\SitCnlli1,on of 

the Jews reznaining in Oermlm•occupi<3d terd~ory,. 

You m&.Y' irulicnte to appropriate Swiss officials ~hat thil 

Gove1'11lll&nt would W$lco.ma an appeal alang such lineo. 

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 3?3. 

1:00 p.m. 
January 20, 1945 

~.· 
~ 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Ackemann, Akzin;, Cohn, Drury, Dtillois, 
Gaston, Bodel, Marks, Mccormack, Pohle, Files 

· .nA.mhhd ,llo/u. 



Dear Dr. Ooldmanru 

The following rnae!Jage !or you from Dr •. Kubowit!lki 1J~e 
received through the American Hmbasay in London. undel- daU. 
of January 12, 1945& 

11ln discussion uith Lady P.endlng and myself Emerson -
said that fund of GJ.o,ooo,ooo had never existed. .· 

·Government of Britain never made pl.ed.ge to contribute 
&4

1
0001000 Inter-Red Cross reliE;f •. Inter""Red Oroas 

delegate Soh:l.rmer gave assurance to Riegner that 
18,000 .J6lf& in vicinity Vienna poseibl.y could be 
provid,ed food and clothing if 1\mds were flvaUable. 
Regarding this matter you should· confer with appro-
priate authot"ities." · 

In connection with the part o.f the above- message which 
relate4 to Jews lr(·Vienna, I direct your attention to my' 
letter to you of No"l!"em)ler. 22, 1944. 

Dr. Nahum Golclmann, 
World Jewish Oongress, 
1834 Broadw~, 
New York 23, New York. 

RD&FH:hd l/16/45 

Very truly yours, 

;tS!gned) J, w. Pehle 

J. w. Pemle 
Executive Director 
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FOH PEi-~LC: FRC.-_~_Li-'J-' 

D· tE·C' 

REc 1d 

~-

Dr. LEGD ;~UOO\'Iitzki rEqUEsts thd ~~r:sr5phr~E 
of thE followir:·· n'Ess·-·t: bE C'.ElivErEC' to Dr. ~"t:!J:t]tli 
r ~ ' / 

o:;cl<rr~n 1~:34 •.ro .. C:I ... ;, ";EW ~--crk· 11 ErrErson in ccn­
.; 

fErEDCE liith L--:c';;- ]1E~c~in;, nn( TE nt~.tEC' tEn mil·lion 

PEVEr plcC;:::EC- contributE fcur million c'oll "rs IntEr"' 

REC' Cress rE·l.i~f; · _·sc:lirrro:r It•tE'r-REc' Cross (ElE2c.tE 
.,-

[\SSLIEL 1.E1~mr lb,OJO JE'!'S "r('unc ViEncJ-: coulC: i)O.Ssioly 

'•E sun;liu' ···it'· clctilin;:: -cnc' fc('C1 if func:s "'.vc>.ilc.blE. 

cErninc t~<is n:-:ttEr. u ._:,-. 

DECLASSIFIED . 
St!lte Dept. Letter, 1-11· 7 2 

By & H. Parks :l)ate...s.Ee-1 2 



_Tb..e Fuehrer's Picture of Defeat 

Hitler's New Year's Speech Tells Germans His Own 
Conditions r;;f Unconditional Sur/'ender 

L._--'------,--~----,-- BY RAYMOND MoLEY ------~---,--

The dis pulp between Senator Wheeler 'f 10 million becausp th·at is ·the app~Ox_imale 
and the Admmistralion seems to n~rrow 1 

number of enforced foreign workers -now 
down to the quesUon of Who is helping in Germany. He" fj)rgets. that Varga wants 
Hitler and why. Senator \Vheeler asserted· part of them to work in_side Ger~any. 
that the w~r objPcttv,e of .. j.mconditional Hllle_r's main argum~nt, howeve-:--. is that 
~lll'rf'ncte-r'' has stiffened _the rPsistance nf if Germanv -j~ reduced to an agricultural 
1;ennanY. th 11 s enablinJ! H;tiPI' to mah.P slalt·. as s~ggt•stPd by the VRnsittart-rotf 
lw; pla~:f' nvm"' l'if'l'lll'f'. The Stalf' Dflpart- epthau idC'a. it will stan·e. This is p·a en y · .. 
m<>nt. no doubt rPfiecling thC" PrP~IfiP!l.t'S ridtcufous. since .Germany could feed her-
sentiments concerning his old· antagonist. self and do ao with greate1· ease if the pres· 
the Senator. retorted that statements like ent slaw• laborers a.re permitted. to IC8\'e 
Mr. \Vheeler's were helping Hiller. and other millions of Germans are deported. 

Perhaps the best witness on this thorny His reason for underlining the horrors I 
;;ubject is Hitlf'r himself. His Ne-w Year's of an agricultural ·_e~·onomy · i~ the tradi-
spPech .. when carefully examined, reveals tiona! feeling of GerJi}ans that_: agricultu_ral 
most of the lliw of argument which he feels 'labor is slavery. Thi~ feeling· arJses from 
wm stiffen German resistance. Since Hit- the historical fact that labor oit. the Junkf:r 
ler determines what EhalJ be told the G{'l'· csta'tes in Northern Germany, esprcially in 
man p~opl{', and since the Germans are .Med~lenburg and in East Prussia, was_ a 
resisting t\(>rcrly, we must assume that degraded form of peonage. HiUer made 
Hitler iS responsible. much of that fact In his early political rise 

• 
1 

- tp power and he won o\'er millions Of farm 
Th(' Fuehrpr's speech is the -usu'Rl con-_ workers by. that appeal. · 

glomera lion of falsehood and empt'f proin- i • * • 
ise. But it differs from other Hitlerian 
uttf'ranees in several particulars. . 

Surprising enough, Hitler writes off 
Hungary as lost. This is apparenUy to 
provide an answer when. later on, Austria 
begins to cry out that Hitler has deserted' 
it. His explanatton of the loss of Hungary 
Is that it has treacherously desortcd him 
~a suggestion meant to tell Austria lhat 
If It is loyal to him, It will not fall to the 
Russians. 

T.hen he tells the- German people that 
if they lose, 15 to 20 million ·will be de­
por~. presumably to labor In Russia. His 
use ! these f\f'ures is strange, since he 
refer no doubt. to the Varga plan to use 
the I bor of 10 million Germans for 10 
years in rehabilitating Russia_ Pe•·haps he , 
wanted to get away from the ftgure of 

In this recent speah- he also m.ade a 
great deal of the abllitJibf Germany to keep 
up' production in underground f~ctOries, de­
spite bombing. This statement may ha\'e 
some truth and its emphasis· ~ay lessen oitr 
confidence i11 precision.bontbing~· llitler also 
paints a rosy picture of hi>\\' rapidly Ger­
many ·can ·be rebuilt after the war. This, 
it would seem. is to enlarg.e, t~e _Germans' 
hope in Ifre after the .war:-ff 'a negotiated 
peace can be secured .by. bitter resi~tai1cc. 

Nowhere in the sPeech· does ·he refer 
specifically to- the slogan of "tinconditional 
surrender" by name, but by estab~l· hing li. 

nUiilber of the conditions an ou·t-righ de.f .. ea. t 
would bring, he is Clearly seeking t<i put his 
picture of those conditions into tb sp8.ce 
left \'acAnt by the failure of the . Illes -to 
state conditions themselves. 
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l£tratb't?li~4~ \;~~~jc*~~,'C:~' ':~:} ,i\ ;;j~~:l· 
JAN1l1945 :; '" : , ~:;,_- <_~, -: · c; 

i](j{i'ilf:~-· .,.:~J,'~·····:·. 
:intf·usted tl\eh·-urgenf Iem 'tit · "'' 
:re~cui~:~g•.ihe :remainl\Jg _ ~_50,00Q ' .- ':'> · 
• Jews in 1-'l)izi tei'dtor.l'to t!ie.--~iner; 
·lcariptiblic ye~terday In the •be)lef 
·that AJ!ieq .go_vernmelits 'lire not 
'acting ·quicki;v.enough~to pr~v~nt 

. tll~::~~~~:~!iU:.t~~~e;kr~sid~~~ 
of the World Jewish' (;'ongresiHind 
co-chairhi~ _oUhe Anierlcan-Jinv::­
isri C.miference; taici a i>riiss confer• 
e)1ce>&t the _congress-· omces, 1934 
Broadway-; that··)nany ·of; these 
JeWs may letsurvivei!Allied gov­
ertimetits-wilUmmediateiy declare 
then) wai·ds of• the l]iiited Nations; 
He· also -Ui·ged ·the._ In_tern11tlona1 
Red Cross· to accept'-tlle-_responsi• 
bi!ity Of carlng fot•:Jews'in-Niizi 
concentration camps, Just as they 
supervise Jhe welfat'e 'oi:- · enell)y 
detenlis and war priSoners. Iii ad" 
ditlon. he' ask~~ that aiithese J~ws; 
ivithout regard. to original nation~ 
ality; be exchanged' fat· Germans 
'irit_erned in />llied .colinti· s. ·. · 

In: m·~· g the public - dorse 
thesec.pr osals. Ansel s.;· a 
Jewish r resentative' War~ 
saw, ch .ged·_t~1nJ' tfoll,s 
with resp 1_1slbi!it~<fot .the de"'th8 of 
"ten upon hundredS-of tnousands" 
of Jel'is:becaili;e these-governments 
have not iiireadYtalien su§hiiijl!i_..: 

-·------~--- - --------
--~------------
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