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~2-#127, January 9, 1946, 5 pems to Berms

extormination, Thié'métﬁba pé&ééd'ita'éffidacy?
where, thanks %o the praaanoe of Swiss and Inter :oss
nel, many livee appear to have been saveaa ' .

Furthermore, you ahoald emphasizo to Fareign Minister anar_

Intercross. Preaident the mounting evidsnee of eonfuaion aming

local Gorman otticlals and ﬁheir inereaeing acceseibility tc

payéﬁological pressure eeeking to éisauade them from exeeuting

extermination polieles ordered by esrtaln German authoritiea. -
“and urge that full adwantage be taken of ‘this etate or m&nd ln ;?ﬂ

" the intevest of ‘saving lives, chraugh unoffieial aa wsll ae
6fficial channels. S = LT R
More particularly, 1hfv£éﬁfofrﬁérmah conéént toféérhié L -
Interoross 1napeetion and care for Hunégrzan Jeuws anaaged in o
torced lgbor in Garm&ﬂy and German»o@eupiedili“ 7 7
{enslosure 1 %o your degpateh 1013 of Daoembar 6) 'please :
request immediate and continuing Intererqaa;agﬁ;o
guerd llves of this largest group of Jewaféﬁtﬁ$§ihg
German Tule. ‘ ' L

‘Plense ondesvor %0 make clear to uwiss ana IntererOan

sued ae long ae the danger continues. n

Plaane adviee Departmant and WRB
reaetion,




other forms of peyonDLOgiaal presnure upon German otfloials, 7
you are requested to make apesial efforts Shrough ail ohannels .

avolilable %o you to 1neraaae sueh pressura with ‘8 view to aafe-iﬁ:

guarﬂing the lives of the surv&vlng viotima of Nazl persoeut&an.
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CABLE TO HUDDLE AND I".‘icCIELLAND," BERN, SWITZERLAND

I In view of well~known German practice of extermlnatlng Jews - survﬂﬂing
in any area previous to its evacuation, Department and WRB corsider it :

necsssary once more to.draw gbtention of Swiss and Intercross authorltles
to the danger faced by the Jewish survivors in German-controlled terrltory.

Accordingly, 1+ w111 be appreciated if you will v1s1t Swiss Forelgn :
Minister and President of Intercross; and urge that continued efforts be
made from now on to keep the surviving victims of Nazi persecution. alive
dnring the coming stages of hostilities in Europe. ‘You should-” sp601flcally
mention in this connection the three largest concentrations of -Jews ‘in. Axis .
territory lmown to exist, viz. Lodz with 60,000 to 80,000 inmates; Theresien<
“stadt with 40,000 to 60, OOO inmates, and camps near . Vlenna ‘with 18,000
inmates, and you should also mention any other localities or raglons where ~
Jews are belisved by you to survive. -

In your conferences with Swiss Foreign Minister and Intercross President .
it should be made clear that this Government considers that frequent, and
extended visits of Swiss Consuls and Intercross delegates to places and
regions where Jews are concentrated constitute one of the most .effective
neans of preventing their further extermination. This method proved its
efficacy ir Budapest where, thanks to the presence of Sw1ss and Intercross

- personnel, many lives appear to-have been saved. : B

Furthermore, you sheuld emphasize to Foreign Minister and Intercross
President the mounting evidence of confusion among local German officials
and their increasing acce551b111ty to psychological pressure seeking to
dissuade thew from executing éxtermination policies ordered by central
German authorities, and urge that full advantage be taken of this state of
mind in the 1nterest of saving lives, through unofficial as well as official
channels. .

lore particularly, in view of German consent to permlt Intercross in- T
spection and care for Hungarian Jews engaged in forced labor in Germany‘and
German~occupied territory (enclosure 1 to your despatch 1Q132+0of December 6), -
please request immediate and continuing Intercross -aétion to safeguard 11ves ;fi;f”r
of this largest group of Jews surviving under German rule.. - 7

Please endeavor to make clear to Swiss and Intercross that the actlvities - L
suggested above should not be limited to one-time achs of 1nterce551on, but - B S
should be actively pursued as long as the danger contlnues. :

Please advise Department and WRB of Swiss and Intercross reactibn.,

The following from WRB for McClelland:

It would be helpful if you inguired at frequent intervals what specific .
action Swiss and Intercross. are taking to carry out the above suggestions,




In view of the situstion &s outlined above and in view
recent repor%s»indicating’effectivénesa of publicity-aund other-fo:
paychological pressure upon German officials, you aré’ requested to fe:
special efforts’ through all channels ‘eveilsble to you to increase ‘guch
presgure with a view 1o safeguarding the 1lives of the suryiving victime o

. of Heszi pergecublon.

© THIS IS.',‘."I'RB BETN CABLE HO. 356.

11:30 a.m, L . E 3
January 8, 1945 : : . b

Miss Chauncey (for thé Secty) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston,. -
Hodel, Marks, HMcCormack, Pehle, Files : TN B :
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Washington Office
1720 SIXTBENTH ST, N.W. .
Mlchigan 44?0

Mr. Je W, Penle,

Executive Office of the President,
War Refugee Board,

Washington, 25, D, C. -

-Dear Mr, Pehle:
Please accept my thanks for your letter
of January 6th toggthe’r kwit'h the letter from Dr. Rlegner.

- . Sincerely youfs, 7
T //4’(:4—‘/~—‘ L‘ZWCA(,M(“_
' Nahum Goldmann '

—




T TR

Dear Dr. Goldman:

Enclosed herewith is & letter dated 'Décé;ber 12, 1944,
and its enclosures, from Ur. Rlegner which were Vréceiv'ed for you
through the United States Legation in Bern. 7 7

Very trudy yours,
imtarad) 3, BoPeRES

J. ®. Pehle
. Executive Diregtor

Dr, Nahum Goldmann,

florld Jewish Congress,
1834 Broadway, )
NHew York, New York. ’ B

Enclosures .

@;ummcniaon T 1/57%5



LEGATION OF THE: - B
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA = -

’

Bern, Decamber 15, 1944,

nereto o covering letter

‘ -
e Goldmenn) in Hew York would -
: o/
Thery come from Jr, Hiegner Qf the #,d,C,

e subjects outlined in Dr,

it night be of interest to you und other

T the Board to read over the first set concerning

-acstion ¢f & collective intercession by countries
M .

wrose nationals arefzn ‘Sohutzhaft" in Germany or German
controlled areas througii the Vatican or the Neutrals and
serhaps the I,C,R,C, Thic matter was last referred to in
the zegation's 7998, December-7th, and is very much “in

, e We T
the nir" these days. 4s yet, however, the I.C,R{C, has not

received an answer Trom the German Govermment,

Very sincerely yours,
ity 1. Lllland

Enclosuresg: For Roswell D, McClelland o
World Jewish Congress, Special Assistant to
the American Minister,

John ¥, Pehle, Esquire
DECLASSIFIED

oxecutive Director , State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
War Refugee Board, By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 2 1972

Washington 25, D,C,




VORID JEWISH CONGRESS

1I£/43.389

Pr. Nachum Goldmann
Yorld Jewish Congress
183/ Broadway

New York,

e

~ Dear Dr., Goldmann,

,rGéneva,{Deﬁémﬁér:igsgi'LA

1. I am cending you enclosed herewith minutes of'a:gatherinéi

held on my initietive at the office
Winister in Geneva, Dr, J. Kopecky,

with the view to deliberate in common on & coO
of all interested governments,
ctetus of interned and deported civil p

of the Czecho-Slovak
with the participation
of rerresentatives of ten governments or Red Cross organisations,

1lective demarche

with the aim to ameliorate the - -
opulatione, #As you will

cee from the minutes and the accompanying letters, the decision

e now with the various governments, and I

you to support by any means at your disposal
that a speedy action may be taken.

2. Furthermore,

should like to ask

the proposal so

I am enclosing a confidential note received .

from the International Red Cross Commlttee concerning ‘the

citnation of Jewe in Croatia.

According to other news there are

by now 60C Croatian Jews interned in the camy of Jasenovad,

and 114 in the camp of Staragradiska; further 86 Jews are at

rresent in the prison of Lepoglava,

On the other hand,.I called

your attention to the eituation of @bout 1.700 Croatian Jevis
who seem to be at present in Topueko, 1liberated Croatia, and

hope that our Jugoslav friends in America

have meanwhile been
able to contact them with the view to alleviate their situwation
which seems to be very bad indeed. The group of Topusko have
acked us to call special attention of the Jugoslav Prime Minister

Dr. Subsaic to their situation, For your attention I am repeatr

ing the address of the hommede confiance of
mey contacts . Wr. Dragan Zvijezdic /via Bari
Delivered Croa

2 T am furthermore serding you a letter
from the International Red Cross concerning

this group whom you

equélly received -~
an appeal received

from their delegate in Rumania, with the request to forward it
to you at the occasion of the Atlantic City
appeal arrived unfortunately too late in
cating it to you herewith only. I hope t
with the Rumanian question meanwhile,
answer from you on my repeated cables.
stand that this is not a way of encouraging

Mafsiey T e :

Conference, - As this B

Geneva, I ain commmini-
hat you will have dealt
although I have had no

You will certainly under=

the newly elected

-/ eection -
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section in Rumania which have put great hopes'in~00ngressl;A
activity. - SR S ’

4. 1 received 2 communications from the:Comite de Defense
dee Juifs in Bruxelles, dated October 20 and October 27, in
rerly to ny letter of October 16. As those communications '~
were also addressed to you directly I trust that they will = - =~
already be in your possession and that.you vill already be - - -
in contzct with said committee. . T

T a~ requested from all sides to give details on the
deliberations of Atlantic City. You are putting me in rather ' .
inconvenient a situation by neither cabling me the most important . . S
decisions nor sending me the important material. Please have
thie settled without delay, and arrange also that I ehould
receive also, immediately, all the rublicatione of the Institute
for Jewish Affairs. ' o

\n

Very sincerely yours,

/E/, G. "1, Reigner

WORLD JEWISH CONGREES
Geneva Office




GOEY

Traﬁslétiéﬁijti

Permanent Delegate of theVCzechoslovakian" iﬂ‘"GQnefa;,ﬁbvémbgr'14
Espublic to the League of Nations . : : sl T -

Reference!
13
Dr JK/K -

Dr., G, Riegner,
World Jewish Congress,
Genevea,

Dear Doctor: S ) o .

The further the war develops,. ths more the situation of the civilian pepu—
lations under the rule of the occupying Power becomes intolerable. Arbitvary in~ -
ternments, mass deportations frem occuvpied countries, persecution of peraons :
politically undesirctle to-the oceupying Power, axteruination and deportation of -
Cewish citizens of all ceuntries, have become characteristic featurss of the total
war which Germsny cerries on agsimst all occupled countries in Eurepe. '

Civilian populatiens do net enjoy in fact any guarantees of their rights or -
trestment, Despite the efforts made by various governments and varieus private. *
arganizations, it has not yet DhEen possible to make the occupying Power treat
civilian internses and dsnortees from occupled countries in gecordance with the
principles established in ths Genove. Convention of 1929 and the Tokyo Draft ef.
1934. We believe, however, that the favorable evolutien of thegvar;énd<thef?)" h
fact tnat a part of German territory has now in its turn been occupiled by the -~
allied powers constitute particularly favorable conditions for a new sttempt
to obtain from the occupying Power the application of the legal guerantees
provided in the above-mentioned diplematic instruments in faver of civilian . .
pepulations and te induce the occupying Power to change its negative attitude " . °
hitherto meaifested in this connection., We believe, indsed, that & collective -~~~
demarche of all interested countries whose territories are at present wholly
or in part occupled by Germany and whose civilian pepulations are theérsfor .
exposed to the worst sufferings and persecutions on the part of ‘the: occupying
Power should be addressed to tire neutral powers and the International Committee
of the Red Cross with a view to obtain through their intermediary the appliéaé’ii
tion of the legal gumrantees of the Geneva Convention &nd of the Tokyo - Draft . -
Gonvention to the civilian populations of the countries-eccusied by the - occupy-

ing Power.

To permit us to consider togethar the meagures which might be taken with
&« view to such & collective demarche of all interested countries; I have the
henor to invits you to be present at @ meeting which will toke place on-Friday,
November 17, 1944, at 3:00 p.m, at the Czecheslovakian Delegation, 24 Avenue .-
de Champel, Geneva, second floor, - - ' :




I would be happy if you could take part-in “that ',diséﬁssioi* or -be represents
at the meeting by one of your colleagues, - LT

- Pleese accept, dear Doctor, the expression- oi‘nwhigh ';c;qxgériderétié’n". 7

/8] Drid. Kepecky = -




Translatiogf?'

Permsnent Delegate of the Czechoslovakiaﬂ
’ Republlc to the Lemgue of Wations

'24:Avéﬁu¢;dé;cg upel - o

Dr. G.Riegner,
World Jewish Gopgress,r
Geneva, .

Dewr Loctor:

I have the honor to transmit to you the attached minutes of the meeting of
Jovember 17, 1944, devoted to an exchange of views regarding the measures which
could be taken together in erder te imwrove the fate of civiliun populations in.
territories under German occuoution. -

In view of the fact that the repres,ﬂ?&tiveé whe participated at that meet=
ing have been umenimous in considerirg that & collective demarche of all govern-
ments interested in this question is useful and necessary, I take the liberty of
suggesting 1o you to submit without delay the follewirg nropesition to your govern-
xwent and to inguire irom it as follows: :

(1) Wretzer it-consents to take overt in &-collactive demarche of all
interested governments with 2 view to improve the fate of the populations
interned in or deported from turrltoLles occupled by Gerumany,

(2) Whetkher it sgrees thetusuch & collective dema rcre should be-
addressed tos

(&) _the International Committees of the Red.Cross
(b) the Holy See. -

: (c) the governments of neutral countries (Switzer—
land, Sweden, Spain, Ireland), with & view to inviting:
them to address representations to the German Goverament,
individually or by commor action, in the sense indicaled
@nd on behalf of all the interested goveraments,

(3) Whether it approves that the aim of such a demarche should be to-
&siz the German Government to accord to persons interned, deported, or oﬂhéré ol
wise deprived of freedom of movement in the territories. occupied by Geryany,
#nd especially to political detainees, to foreign workers deportdd to .Ger-
wzny and to deported Jewish citizens, the gusrantees and treatment'analogous
to those enjoyed by prisoners of war, pursuant to the Genevi.Convention of
July 27, 1929, ag has been provided in faver of all clvilian 1nternees under
Article 17 of the Tokye Draft Convention of 1934,

Thege guursntees include particularly:

(2) Communicotion to & neutral body of the place of residence and
state of health of detainees and the right of corraspondenc- in their favor
.




S pe

(b)- Oonditions of life- consistent with human dignlty
_treatment, lodging, ieeding, and hygiene are: cancerned. :

(¢) - The right of the detalnees to be v1sited by &
of & peutrel agency, -

(¢). The right of the datalnees to rﬂcelve Iinancial relief, pack~
ages, medicanents, etc. through the intermediarv of a neutral :gency.

a3 hag been provided in the course of ths meetlng of Novambe; 17, 1944 :
I hold myself at your entire dispesal for an exchange of information. egarding
the situation of the detainees, deportees, and civilian internees, ag well ‘as
concerning the derarches alrsady underiaken by your covernment hetween the
articipants of that meeting

I am conrirnced that the exchange of such information can servs as basis for '

& new exchange of views regarding the preblems in cuestien, to wh1ch I will have e

the great pleasure of inviting vou =t & later 4ate,

Please aczept, deer Doctor, the assurunce of my distinguished eentimenﬁs;

7 /s/ Dr. J. Kopecky

Permanent Delegate -

zZncloqure,
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Minutes of the meetins held'on;Novehber 17, .1944 qt:thé{Q"bchoﬁ
- slovexian Delegation Ll :

Prasent:

Dr, J. Kopecky Permanent Delegate and Delégate of the Czacho-
: - slovakian Red Cross B R
Dele gate of the Rumanian Red Cross to tha Rumanian -
Government &nd to the Internationsl Red Groas

¥r. Soneriu

W, ielas - .Permanent Delegate of Greece to the Lesgus of

Nations , T
L. Cortese - Consul General of ltaly 2l
P, Anker 0f the League of kations, representing Norway. - o
Jr, Mecanin ’ Delesgate of the Yugeslavian Red Cross .~ L
Dr. Riegner i ) World Jewish Congress ' : .

Z, Clouzot . Chief of the French Mission 6f the Ministry for

Prisoners of War, Deportees, and Refugees --
Authorized %o take the place of Prince S, Radziwill,
~_ Permanent Delegate of the Polish Red Cross '
Delegate of the Red Cross of the Dutch Indies,
authorized te repregent Mr. van Notten, Consul
. General of the Netherlands : S
Selglwn Consul, authorized to represent Mr, de. - - 1o
Caritat de Perruzis, Cherge dTAffaires of T el
Belgium - -

Dr, M, Alexandrovic

Jonkheer G,H,L. Flugi
ven Aspermont

Mr. Lunniéde

Dr. J. Kopecky summarizes the purpose of the meeting., It concerns, on the:
initiative of Dr, Riegner, the wndertaking of a collective demarche of all the
countriee whose territories are now wholly or in part occupied by Germany, vig~
“-vis  the International Committee of the Red Cross and the neutral powers with a
view to induce them to obtain an argagement by Germany to treat civilian deportees
and detainees in zccordance with the principles established in the Geneva Convention
of 1928 and the Tokyo Draft of 1934, Dr. Kopscky adds that time seems to be. pro~
pltious for such an attempt, since the situation of the deportees and detainees ba- -
comes inersasingly precarious es the: war develops and it may be that ‘the Germans
would »1se rough-neck methods, : ) G

Dr, Macanim, in his capacity of & Delmgate of the Yugeslavian Red Grbgé;f""r L
waruly thanks Dr. Kopecky for his invitation and fully approves this ‘suggestion.

He considers that it would be quite apprepriate to save at this late hour that
which can gtill be saved, .

Mr, Pater Anker expresses his thanks to Dr. Kopecky for his invitation and = -
considers that it was an excellsnt idea to have come together to bring about cow -
ordination among themselves and their governments, He observes that there are two




problamsrto be distinguished: * that of civilian bbpiLationq ond ~th
deportees and prisonérs imprlsoned'in Germary. Mr .Anker con'idar

Cross, whereks the question of civilian penulations 19 nore. delicate.,A

Mr, anker adds that he does not know to what extent vnriuus dﬂmarches were;
sddressed to the Intor“atlonal Committee of the Red ‘Cross;. but heJCOhsiders7that:
the fact of beinz stationed in Geneva is faversble to the consideration:of tbese
cuestions either from the techn1ca1 or from the general point of view,

¥r. Soneriu, Permanent Delegate of the Rumanisn Rad Oross, tmkesitheifleor.

after expressing his thanks to Dr, Kopecky, he emphasizes the advantage of this
meeting which will make possible closer contact, He observes that in view of the
latest politieal events, Rumania finds itself in a more difficult situation than

. the other countries. He mentions the case of the Rumanian internees who have no
way of conmunicating with the Internestional Committee of the Red Cross. Mr, Soneriu
is of the opinion that, thanke to this mesting, the interested countries ceuld
take a ugeful initiative He proposes, on the other hand, to organize an exchange -
of news received from GermunJ and-of reports on the steps which have already been
taken in the direction of the contemoluted demarche,

Dr. Riegnmer takes the floor and statest The idea to ask Dr. Kopecky to bring o R

together the representatives of.the interasted countries has. come to him in view

of the changes that hove taken place in the political situation. Parts of Germany

itself are already or will be tomorrow in a situation similar to thet of- occupied

L ~—couniries, -and there ars certainly some indications alréady Thet the e interegted

countries will ebtain & change 0f German policy with regard te the civilian popu-

lation. It would be go0d to press in thig directiom by ‘@ collective demarche of
all the interested countries, either through the intermediary of neutral powars
or through the International Committee of the Red Cross, :and to obtain the applica~
tion of guarantees, Such a demarche.will waturally irclude all citizens end all
the catsgories of persons who suffer from Gsrman persecutions, Concerning the -
Tokyo Draft, only a few of the princinles adopted therein could -be made use of, -
Inds~d, those principles have only been adopted with regard to- the cases of citi= -

zens internsd in enemy country at the start of hestilities, With regard te occu~
pied countries, the occupying Pswer has refused from the begimnlhg te aprly those
prineiples. The World Jewish Congress has renewed its demarches to the Intern&tion
Committee of the Red Cross, and after &n intervention addressed. to President ax
Huber and Dr, Carl Burckherdt, & note has been sent to the Germéns to - Rsk of  them:
certain guarantees in favor of the "Ausleendische Schutzhaeftlinge" jﬁoreignera,—
in protective custody — translator's not_/, politickl detainees, foreign workerg, i
deported populations, and particularly Jewish populations. That demarche *has not )
yet produced any effect, but it has been learned unofficially from German: quarters:
that & reply will be forthcomlng. A collective demarche of the interested coun~
tries could support ard renew the demarche of the Red Cross. They could address
themselves to the neutral countries which come in consideration in order te press -
them to act, and this could eventually be dome together with the Vatican,. Mr. '
Riegner adds that he would welcome an exchange of views on this point,

Dr, Kopecky thanks Dr. Riegner for his brief summary “and atates that all . - -
geatlemen present are agreed in principle. . : R £

Nl N
[ I i [



lr. B. Clouzot takes the floor on beéhalf of M
France in Bern, and expresscs big gratificatisn over:
considers it to be of utmost imvortance to attempt a cellectlve demarche 2nd gro
poses to use & forceful argument: Juxtzposition of the sum’ total of - the: pris
in the hands of the illies to the sum total of the prisoners in the hunds of ]
Germans. The guestlon of civilian deportees could be solved in thersame manner
as that of the prisoners of war, S EE

Mr. Glouzot remarks in passinv that the term "poli 1eal deportae" is. not exact
in the present case and that the Cermans -do not recognize as such anyone except-a "
few prowinent personages. lr. Clouzot continues: A cértain numb of nations: have :
now Leen liberated, and there come now into the hands 6f the 41l es German prisoners
who &re not necessarily prisoners of war. Herein lies the only means to obtain -
anything froin the Germans, - To the extent to which the Allies will ‘penetrate 1ntc
Germany, the Geruwsns will have to adopt inczeaslngly liveral mpﬁsures.

Dr. Xopecky thanks Hr. Clougzet for his suggestion and believes that it would -
be useful to mske concrete suggestions. - C R

4r. Anker adds an observation on the subjsct of the term "political deportee"f
t¢ wnich ir, Clouzot hos drswn their attention: In fact, the question concerns
political deportees, but it weuld be wiser to use im oublic other terms such asg
civilian detulnees or deportees,

Jonkiheer Flnei ven Lspermont, authorized to represgent the Congul Generel af .
the Hetherlands, takes the.floor to express his plaasure at*making the dcquaintances-
21 those who work for the sane. cauge, He regrets,.héwever, ‘the absence of the
United Ststes of america and af Gremt 3rit zin, for he considers that it 1s with -
them thet scmething would have to be done,

Dr. Kopecky Treplies immsdiately to van Aspermont in exXplaining this absence- as
follows! The guestion should be examined for the moment only -among countries whose
subjects &re to be considered., It is only after a common and concrete view. e
have been agreed upon that the countries-.in question Wwill Pduress themselves to'
the United States of America and to Great Brltaln. . e rerie

van aspermont approves and continues in sugbestins to exchange amonb Us: the -
reports concerning the situation and to transmit these reports to ‘thei espective
sovernments, - - R

This suggestion is unanimously adopted;

Mr, Helms, Permanent Delegate of the Greek Red: Closs, expresses ‘his anproval
of this interesting initiative regarding a collective demarche and adds, in con=
rection with the concrete proposal of Mr. Glouzet, that, so far as Greece is con=
cerned, she would never agree to use the svstem of reprisals, . Vo

Hr. Clouzet replias that this question has also come up before the ¥rench -and -
that it has been judged unwise to speak of reprisals ageinst the Germang, This is
a possible but complicated precedure. The situation vould call rather fpr ecting
in a more diplomatic menner, .




dr. Lernide, Consul of Belgium, reprcsgntiné,théi:eléiaﬁ Y
Bern, thanks Dr. Kopecky for his invitgtion'and;aséociatesihim531f,:» )
itiative in faver of a collective demarche; . He regrets that the Belglian

tives in Bern were unable to take part -in this meeting, sincg}Eg;giﬁm—i B
countries most interested in this problem, Mr, Lanniée adds that. & demprch

-nature should be ‘adroit end that it is not.a questlon-of reprisals,

Everybody exprasces entire apyroval, -

kr. Anker associstes himself with thig observation of Mr, Laﬁniéq,iéddingfthgfgr
this metnod [reprisals - translator's note/ is not consistent with the principles: -
oi morality for which the allies fight, ’ ST P

hr, L. Cortece, Consul Genersl of Italy, after thanxing Dr, Kopecky for his
iavitation, eipresses his eporoval with regard to the initiative in favor of & -
collective demarche, It will be necessary to discuss the'“how“‘of_this demarche,
te ckeose betwsen reprisals, bargeininz, and seft language, = .- -~

Dr, Alexandrevie, ocuthorized to replace Prince Radziwill, Permanent Delegmte
of the Polisk Red Cross, will prepare & report concerning the discussion. R

Dr. Kepecky takes the floor again and thanks the gentlemen.present for the -
interest which they have shown in this initiative, He summarizes the peints re~
sulting from the exchange of views, to propose a collective demarche of our govern~
ments t¢ the Red Cross or to the noutral powers, - ’ -

We are all in agreement to exchange in writing the data concerning certain
experiences of the Red Cross and other ugeful information, Dr, Kopecky is ready
to serve as technical inteérmediary and will take the liderty of forwarding to each -
of the gentlemen present minutes of this meeting. Once this report has been studied-
and, onr the basls of reports which sach ene will have prepared, the question could be S
discussed omce more and it would already be possible to say, psrhaps, what kind of = ; S
demarche should be proposed to our governments, IZdch one is, of course, free te
meks such reports as he would consider useful.

Dr. Riegner is of the opinion that the ferm of the demarche should be studied,
His idea was to suggest to the International Committee of the Red Cross snd: te the -
reutral powers that they address themselvas to the Germans urging them to chaage’
the treatment of civilian depertees and .detainees so .that when:their territoriss
are under Allied rule, the International Committee of the Red Cress-and the neutral
powers could deo something in their faver. This would be a form of &*demarche’ which

only the neutral powers and the Internatiomal Committes of the Red Crosay but net
we, could emplay., : - : AL

o g0
far =~ for instance, the hostages must remain in the country in which they have
een teken -~ that the Germans will never adopt them. Om the othar hand, they -~

&re B0t receptive to0 humenitarian and Juridical arguments, but could react favor—
able when faced with thremats, - ' :

Mr. Anker observes that the provisions of the Tokyo Draft Conventioh ‘g

S SN SN Y RN o AR R
I ! Z_ |t b !




Mr, Lanniée takes up the proposal of Mr. Melas and ‘@pprov
Ehe fate of the deportees depends on Himmler‘and'thbrﬁastapp, =
be addressed te subordizetes who, for their part, coul
circumstances, [ ? ~ translater )/ SR
- o ‘
Mr, Melas adds that the fate of the internees depends @lse on the camp ¢
and cites an example, . A L N L,

Mr, Clouzet emphasizes the fact that &ll demarches .must be made in diplomatic:
terms and that actien must be tskem prudently and delicately. He cites the sxampl
of the Red Crogs which is extremely reticent obsut &ll informatien whichfmight,bé
publicly revealod with regard te deportess &nd ‘detainees, ‘since this might slow: o
down &ctien ir-their faver. ) e e

Ta conclude, Dr. Kopecky thanks the representatives and @xpreéses his‘pléiéura ST B
#% having been able %o get together the delegates of all the interested countrien .

and Red Cross societies interested in the questiom, this having permitted a very

useful reciprocal acquaintanceshin,
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International,Committee of tha Red Craqs

Central Agency for Prisoners of War

Referance: . Geneva Decamber 8, 1944
G 59/7 . : » :
G 59/2/151 : ’ : Palace of tne Ganﬁral Cauncil
ER/GG S

Mr, Riegner, S . . . ,
World Jewish Congress, . ) Co
37, ual Wilson, :
Geneva

Concerns: Situation of Jews im Croatia

Sir:

We have the honer te bring te your xnowledge certain information coming to
usg from our delegete in Zagreb cencerning the Jewish community eof that town.

On October 15, 1944, ‘the Cromtiam police went to the sert.of the Jewisgh - -
community in Zagreb snd arrested all the members of that erganizatienm who were
on the spot, and among whonm were<the two directora: Dr, Gluckstahl and Mr.
Kisicky. -

The reason advanced by the authorities to justify that measure was that
two members of the Jewish commvunity had false identity papers. This happened
in the case of two mer who were puart of & convey of 50 Jewish persons trans—
ferred from the coastal region to Zagreb, The twe Jews in question succéeded
in escaping upon arrival in Zagreb and sought refuge in the Jewish commnity.
The latter lodged and clethed tham and, at their desire, ampleyed them in the
relief actiom for Jews (preparatien of packages, etc.). : IR S

As seon as the news of the arrest became known, the dalegate of the Interna—

tional Committee of the Red Cross in Zagreb was requested by the families ef those E

concerned to intervene with the authorities im order to obtalh their releaso. =

Between the 16th and 25th of October, 1944, the dele gate of the Internar R
tional Committee of the Red Cross went at least five times to the Minlstry of -
thie Interier in order to ask for the release of all the memberas of the Jewisgh
commnity, if possible, or at least for the relemse of its two directors,
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The efzorts ‘of oir delegate were- finall} crowned with =uccess b

on Octebver 26, 1944, of the two directors of the Jewish comminityi .
sther dstainees are concerned, the demarches continue and there.
releagsed sson. On the other hand, the authorities ‘have refused: to: release the two'
holders of false papers, alleging that they had committsd an unlawzul act punish~

zple by vrisonm,

The Jewigh community has now ‘renawed 1ts activities as in the past but had to :
engage & large number ol new co~workers. The essential thing, hovever, ig that the
interned Jews can a&gain be aided by sn orgenization a"thorlzed to bring ald to them.

YWe beg you to congider the avove inform@tiqn as confiuential &nd to belicve
the sssurances of our distingished congiderntion. :

For the International Committee of the.Red Cross

Dr, Schwarzenberg

Director, Division of Spebial Assistance,
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International Committee ofrthé Red Croga
Gontral igency for Prisoners of War, =
Genevs

Rzfarence:
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Mr, G. Ri=gner, o
World Jewigh Congress,

Teneva

37, wal ¥Wilgon

Concarng: Relief to Jews in Pumanis

Sire

e just received two- teleagrams from sur delegate in Bucharest, dated respect-
ively Hovember 20th and 2Zrd, of which we Zive you the contents ws follows: :

"Ye have a declaration written
stoting that costs of respecti
STOP We helieve that other ov

n b7 men leading Jewish welfare institutions

Ve sections of welfare work will be net by -them

2rsea Ingtitutions sheuld ascociate themgalves .
with JLC with Gonsideradle conbributions to essure gatisfactory and uninterupted -
ectividies in view of Inecky influx of Jews releaged fron cempulsory lakor camps.
and other needy from Northswn Transylvania and other liberated arensg plesse ’
launch immediately telerraphic appeal te tme Jewish VWorld Congress-onening .
s8ss10r 25th in New Yor to obtain sme oV

nersons consider that first duty
war victims STOP Work of relief detachment congi
cenbers in impor-aat localities collecti )
cash relief, food, clothing, ledging, medicaments, medical t
popular kitchens, orphansges, homss for aged, clinics, .
dlepersged populations, returning them to old homes, making findings regarding
dead aud their graves, arranging correspondence between disperged families,
Preparing return of vietims into economic life, giving then advice, ‘working
materials, tools, opening teschnieal schools, ete. STOP Work dlrected by
central cornmittee Bucharest under guldence and leadershin of your delegntion
supported by natignal subcomritteeg and provincial sections directing and
surveying activities of relief detachments 5T0P Situation requires prompt
entrance in functions of othor detachmentz which depends on putting at disposal

of sufficient funds- otherwise we foresse extraordinary increage of existing
migery STQP ® : :

reatment, ingthlling’ =

: 7 : T Geneva, Wovember 20, 11944 . 77'
G. 59/7 - G, 86/vec. : - : : :

Received'gbéqéﬁﬁef:4,A1944

ng, @xamiaing 211 declarationafgranting'u',' o

seeking out -hidden and™ . 0




SR

"Plenge carrect beglnning of- qecldrﬁtion made By emigration. office Ch&irmar
'alSSd appeal to vewish World Congress oroposed by meén of his: confidence 5TOP:

vhief of Jewish detachment ysturned f*om Tranﬂxlvsnia we w111 soon transmit to--
you exwrpt from his report STOP " - :

We leave it to you to decide whether you conslder it necessazy ti tr&nsmit
this appeal to- the World Jewish Congress w]

‘ich secas to be sitting at this moment
iz Yew Yourx, - :

Pleasgs accept the assurahces'of our distinguished considefntign.

: : For the International Committes of the Red Cross

Dr, Schwerzenberg 7 - ' ' . o

Director, Divisinn of Special Assistance,




Cermah Refugees

Car’t Decide What They Want

Long a student of German affairs, the writer-of tﬁ'ts',storyrnow 3
i in Europe to follow Allied armies-and resume-his former post

as chief of the Associated Press

By Louis P. Lochner’

German refugees and emigrants the world over appear to be united} 3
In one respect only—their bitter hatred of Adolf Hitler and. his
national socialism. Beyond that, they seem as divided now as ‘theyi-
were during the Weimar Republic® - R
Mann, who had helped draft thel:
original - declaration, - declined to| !

(1819-1933) when there were seven
major and 19 minor political
parties. i

Once again the paradoxical sit-
uation is that a pcople reputed to
worship regimentation becomes ag-
gressively individualistle the mo-
ment free expression is permitted.

4
New York Example

Right here in.the United States,
a Council for a Democratic Ger-
many, headed by Dr. Paul Tillich,
formerly professor of philosophical
theology at Frankfort University
and now at Union Theological
Seminary, New York, has been
organized by exiled Germans to
speak for all opposed to Nazism.

Hs platform stood for:

1. All who shared responsibility
for the rise of Nazism must be ex-
cluded from the work of creating
a new democracy in Germany;

2. German educational institu-
tions must be purged of racist
teachers and teachings and future
educafjorn guided within demo~
cratio thannels;

3. A} possible assistance should
be gived to United Nationss in their
politica] warfare against Nazi Ger-
many. .

Reactions revealed cleavage
among exiled Germans. Thomas

-

Bureau -in Berlin. oo

*|to two C ists on the

become chairman and withdrew al-
together. The committee, in re-
buttal, sald Mann was & poet and
a dreamer, constitutionally wun-
suited for political leadership:

The Social Democrats objected

Trotzkyites said they saw in the
committee a mere tool of - Stalin.
Communists apparently had - no
objection to two of their number
joining the council. They . con-

tinued, however, to maintain their};

own Communist line in their organ,
“The' German American.”

Deny Democratic Tresid

German refugee Jéws publish a
weekly organ ‘called  Aufbau
(reconstruction). Its attitude to-
ward the committee was lukewarm,

"{took the position that refugees

should become United States
citizens and not bother about Ger-

many. .

Bitter enders like Emil Ludwig,
Leopold Schwarzschild and Wil-
helm Derster, who deny the exist-
ence of ~substantial democratic
trends in Germany, saw in the
council a veiled support of Nazism
and imperialism.

Lone figures like former German

, Despite Their De

DR, THOMAS MANN.
. . . “poet, no political leader”|.

"|Chancellor Heinrich Bruening, or

former Daneig President Hermann
Rauschning -apparently - doubt the
advisability of any organired i

Meanwhile, the other- 1deologlés
continue to plead thelr cause.

The-exiled German Soclal Demo- -
under: the leadership of
Friedrich Stampfer gnd Gerhart .
Seger, guiding splrits of the “Neue
Volkszeitung” of New Yark; spon-
sor the German'labor coynel

Communists ‘continue” {9 pu
thelr German-Americ
Fischer in her mon{hly publi 0 :
The Net-work, . continues: to talk . - -
about “the numerous . Stalinist




 administrations, "

£ neo- Stalimst and Qtalm-inﬂuenced_
groups; .. Leopold “Schwatzschild-
;and“m'en-uf his persTISTOR-fitid 2
ready . hearing in Red - Stout’
organ, *Prevent World War 1,

Gcl Little Help

' -; This battle of 1dPolog|es goes on

=as well in other parts. of the world, .

1. wherever groups of Germarns are
- to be found,-eéspecially in Great -
_ Britain. The German-Social Demo-

.. cratic Party, after occupation of
¢ Czechoslovakia, chose. Londen as.

¢ its headquarters in'exile, with Hans
Vogel as chairman., 1t will have.
“nothing to do, however, with either

= the Free Germany Committee of

-London, or the *“*New Beginning",

;" group ailied with the New York
" council for a demacratic Germany.

One gdifficulty of groups aiming to
unite exiled Germans on a demo-[
cratic platform has been' that they !

are getling no encouragement by |

cither the English or American(

A

Free Germany movements are:
better off in that respect. The Free
Germany commiitee in Moscow
enjoys the advantage over all other
.German emigre organizations of be-
ing permitted to broadcast in the
German language four times daily.

In the western hemisphere, the

s¥ree Germany movement centers

~in. Mexico City, Operating -inde-
pendéntly of any other movemept, a .
group.of Christian German libgrals
{also has started a monthly maga-
zine n Santiago, Chile.

It} Bolivia, -a group of anti-Nazis
Erepq tedly has been reported in
;existence, but it thus far has not
‘commanded international attention.
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‘New Nazi War Reported Read
lYears oquernllazsmAfterPeace .

/_ -
V‘Informnhon From Inside Germany Says Hlmm]er

Is Training Sabotage

the Idea That Some Day Hitler Will Return

By The Associated Press
 SDORF, Germany. Dec. 13.—Informatlon from inside
many |ndicates that. Adolf Hitler’s close followers have prepara] for
five yeprs of underground warfare agaimy :

Al

dfrlbunz
41944 -

Squads and Planting .

er-

t the Allies after the Gew- ¥

man Afmy has colla

sed i
This” is the pictuip of Gestapo

Chief Heinrich Himinler's master
plan for the struggle, as pieced to-*
gether from various sources:

Himmler started laying the plans
for underground warfare in .the
last two months of 1943, and these
plans now are being carried out
inside Germany.

The plans are threefold. embrac-
ing open warfare directed from
Hitler's mounlam headquarters,
sabotage and guerrilla activity!

conducted by partisan.bands or--|
;ganized by districts, &nd propaL‘

{ganda warfare to be carried on by |

:some 200.000 Nazi followers in.
‘Europe and elsewhere, -
Already picked S. 8. (Elile

Guard) troops, have been estab-
lished in underground strongholds
-1and hospitals in the Austrian, Ba-
varian and Italian Alpine area,
and it is the plan of Nazi leaders
to flee to that region when the
German military collapse comes.
Only tried and true party members
will be allowed to enter the strong-
holds. The Nazi party has already
concentrated food and munitions
in the Alpine area sufficient to
carry on for a long perTod.

5. 8. men and party members
unable to reach the Alpine strong-
holds will be assigned to directing
partisan activities from such places
as the Black Forest or out-of-the-
way villages, Himmler academies
are—mow—{raining both{_nw
women in the sabotage laclics to
be employed by partisan bands.
In order to hinder Allied police

Juse the mas loudspeakers for Nazi

n rwjning down party meribers
during| the occupation, Himmier
has iri the last few months: insti-
tutde & widespread progrdm to

establish double identities for his. .

henchmen. Identity cards of sol-
diers killed at the front or civilians
killed in air raids have been given
to S. 8. men and Nazi women. The
idea is to create as much confusion
as possible in Germany and give
the Allies & tremendous task in
unscrambling official records.
Propaganda Csmpalxn .
The propaganda campaign will
be carried on along the same lines
the old Nazi party followed when
it was illegal in Germany. Nazi
followers have been instructed to
join all political movements and

ideas. Funds have bgen cached
around Germany to support this
campaign.

Every effort will be made to play
the Allies one against another. A
head propssanda office will be
established from which orders will
go out to Nazi followers in other
European countries and- in South
America. e main object will be
to create a ptate of chaos and disz
trust withh Europe which willy

keep the A Jies occupied. .

One of 'the main propagand!
themes will be to build a legend,
around the name of Hitler and to |
convince the German people that
some day he wm com" back

|
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arrangamento: ™
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ERN - | - Por security reasons ol
v ' -1 %ext of this message Mu 7
4154 S be closely guu <~m

Tha subaagnce -of your ?ﬁéz of ﬁcvsmher 15 and ?689 af N
Kweabes" 21 bas bsen oamfullv studied by the Boax*d and the Dspart- e
gment. As Lndieas@e in Deparﬂment’s 3266 of September 21, 1taa P
threo, the Board is of shs view shat th@ sransmicaion by the pro—

:teetzns powar of mssssses regar&ang ths mistraatment ot vactlms

of ensmy pcraacutxﬁn gerves a useful purpess,ragar§1esp Qr,whsahﬁg;;
the engmy government “gosepte" ths'méasagé 1ﬂ'£ﬁy formal senae;af7

- However, if certain torm&nology in the Dapartment'e eelegrams :
':raqueasang $hat sueh meesagen bg transm&tted Ls known to the ewaas
%0 bs dsranztely unacceptable to the Germans and 11kely to dsreat
the objective of the Dspartmens and the Baard, wh&eh 13 toie &
- the lavoa of unrortunate individuals, it s requestea that the

Swiss use thair bset disoretion in the matter.» Other ehqnps;z
are available for eommunication of She o-itted passagesﬂ'

In view of this Government'a stand regarding holdé

Averican documente. Further, in addition

SSIFIED.
State Dept, Lei:'te'r, s 11 L

.

By R. H. Parks Date,S_E,Pnl 2 19 )

Yol nen- B
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since each of the Latin American natioharhai?a1piozéetihgfpoier??'
for the German Governmen%. sVitzerland, Suedon. apa&n or Portugal,-
it 18 possible for theso protectlng powers 1n vxew or the- genoral
recponeibility devolving upen them in that capacity to concert
measures st Berlin £ save lives of porecns whoue exlotoncc is"

threatened. If tho 8vlss foel tnoy ean not spnak up 1n bohnlf ot

haman boinga uhesn govornments they de noe raprosant, thoro is no

reason wity they should not exercise a hnmanitarlan snltlatlve to f;_~r“

‘obtain ooncerted protective action elong tho 11nes suggcated by S

the United states GoVernment by all. the prct-ctang powcrs. ‘The . -

United Staten Governmant approolate and will be sager to aupportrjff,fizr S

any such Swisé move. - ' |
There is a definite reason why the United Btaco|~":

appears o freguently ae spokesman for the other Amer&can'”

in vhese matters. 1t has the best sources or 1nrormat10n an ‘ul

L

thie responsikility can not await mul%tplovtrannm;ss;onafptipqn- o
minicatione to varidua—governmenﬁs before initiat1n37§§hod1;1‘

measures. It 1e furthermore clearly establiahed on the basia oréi’;;;ii
ﬁgsolutlon XXIV of the Oommittee for. Politioal Dcranso and hrough

commnications exchanged with the various Amorloan Republxcs that
none of the other American Republics is willing Y '
1nfr1ngement of ite eovoreignty which is oonstiéutc 0y Germal
-  dectstons
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decisions rcgardang tha Validity of 1ts docnments or nattenallty.,rf,f;
The protecting powerc are all awars of this posxtaon and uhould
not need adﬂed 1nstruotions fronm ehe repreaented powers 1n ordnr 7 ‘
effectively to maintain ths protection of boarere of theee docu-fiaf‘?;
aents. R - e :,, .
‘This Governmens of course has a apéciélfintercét'iﬁ"c&tiziniaiifj'
and olaimants to cltizenah&p of the Unitoa States-and you are o
authorlized to urge or recuest the Swies autnoritiee accordxngly,
unless that has alraady'been'done; in line vith,therfarth para- .
. graph of your 7642 describing aotion which the'Sw;ésfweré”to:takg;;: '<31r'
‘ with'reapact torthoea-whom'they consider to be hgnngigg Uhttea ; éi,
8tates and Latin Amoriean nationala represented by Switzerlandg—,::7ir
1t is Roped that that action hae baen taken. However. thc,D part-=“”;f§

nent and the Board wish to point out that ainco tha Swins hav
baen arbitrarily deprived by the Gormana of - contgct with many of
the individuals whose lives are in the greatast.danse;

not able to perceive how the Swiss can determine which ot thsse 7 :
individuale are bona fide nationale. . 1f without such contact tho S
Swise should undertake to accept the Garman desermxnatlon thny =

would be accepting & grave responaibility. -

The German Government is willing bnougﬁ“" Eepbesqntaik,-sa

tions of the United States Government in b
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Amarican Republics whether or not represenscd by Bwitstrlani.
',when by dodng eo it obta&ns an adrantage 1n the return of its g
nationals to Germany 1n exchange. Germang'a raxlur@ at thia lats
date to recognize the intsrest of this Govarnment 1n elasnants or -
nataonality of  the Ameriocan Hepublias and lts Jusﬂlfioation 1n f;,,
makang repreaentations concernang mattora arfaoting thelr awall—'
abilisy for exchange ig entirely 1nconsisuentq The United Statcs
Government ean notg accept thia German point of vlew,, Horsovar,,;;:71 :;

Germany's att&tuds in the nghs of youp ?816 of Hovembsr 18 la

not likely to prove 1nflexxble 1n practico even 1! 1t remains no I:; g

in noga%iatxenap

There appsars to be some mxainterprotation attaeh@d tc the ;;
Swiss attitude in the matter of the Avericans and Latin M\oricana B

removed from 510vakla dxgcuaaad in your 7163 ot Ootober 28.';f

penultimate paragrgnh of your 7842, and the Department"
November 4 and 3652 of November 11. 1944. rhe Departmant and
Board understood th&t Grassii's prOpoeal callgd fo; '

of the Amerioans and Latin Amerlcane held 1n 510vakia ana that he

intended the Swies Government, on 1ts own. 1nitiat1ve, as a good
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asa peesible solution to the ditf&eulty the return of theaa ,'
1nuividuals to 91ovak1a. in 16@ 3?89, the Department thereforer
conourred in his propoeal. In its 3802 requeetsng the 5W£s‘fto

 take dsfinite aetzon, it made the reuuest extend only 8o tar as

this Government eould epeak in the matter without extending recognt
tion to Slovakia. Your 7802 of November 28 oovera only eight of
at least 180 Americans unﬂeratood %0 have ‘been held at’ Mariankn.;
Ir this figure reprasonte ehe ‘total number ot Amerlcan citizeue

of Jawiah ‘rage remaining alive 1n lovakia,:nnmbors.or Ame:;oan;'

oltlzens ngve dinappeare&-

To make the master clear. the Departmenc would berglad 1r th:

80 and rurther that they have 1nuueod the Germana to ooneider ths
sxohangs of af least eight of the Amoricans conoarncd° The,rega;n»
ing elements of the proposal oan only be 1mpl:' o Sy

on their own initiative through good ofric

interusdlary.

i there vere at Marianka or st Sere
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Repuklies not represanted by Saaltzerland, thc Deparsment a“, :
Boara would- appreaiato if n addnion ta the aenon suggested ln;—
the roregoing paragraph zn@ Suiaa vould 1nrorm ths Department B
urgently so that the appropriate. pmtecung powera may bo aakea .
$0 take parallel measursa in whoir bohalf.

STETTINIUS
(oLw)

WRBIGLY 1 KG : BYP WE ) - ARA
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CABLY TO ®MINISTLE BLABRISOK FuR ZCCLELLARD, BEIN, SWiTZLﬂLANQ .

Reference your 7542 of November 15 and 7668 of November 21.

As incicuated in Department!s 3255 of Beptesber 21, item 35 the Board is
of tre view tizt tre trunsmission by the Protecting Power of messafes regarding
the mistreatwent of vietiss of ereny persecution serves s uselul purpbae'regarde—
less of whetner the eneny government WUOTE accepta UNCUOTE the nessage in any

formal sense. ‘heesraiscly, it would ne sppreciated 17 noives basgd on the four
coints containec in Departuent!s 3648 of Soteber 26 and on Departwentts 3769 of
Hovember 4 were vransmitted by Switzerland to the Gerian Sovernment.,

In view of t:xis Governmentia atand: vegardirg holders of” documents issued
iu tne naves of fmerican & Slies, whicek is sheved by the I[uier-fmericen -
Advlsiry Committee for Politicsl Defense, no distinctlion csn be countenanced
in communications to enery governnents relating to thne treatment to be accorded
such persons between claimants to Americen
some may be hona Tide waile othem may 'not.,
latter of whatever minimum security they =gy still enjoy, without in any way
adding to the security of the former. Tals uovernment, of course, has s special
interest in citizens and claimants to eltizenship of the United States, and
Jou sre sutnorized us worg your recussts to S9iss subhorities aceordingly.
Lepartment's 3852 of Noveaber 11 1s an example of such speciel emphasisg.

Te co otnerwise would deprive the

German fallure ut Luis lave date tc recognize intercvst of this Government
in cleimants Lo astionelity of American republics end ‘itg right to make
representations concerning their treatment is not (repest not) understood sinse
many such representuiions huve been mede by us wnd discussed by German i
authorities with Swigs oificiels in the past. You m8y point out to Swigs
authorities vhut scceplence of Gerasn view now eXpressed would leavs unfortunate
victims of unprecedented persecution without such slight protection a8 our
repealed repregentations wey afford them. The Board is confident that Swigs.
autnorities do not wish tiis result. Horeover, Germen atititude; in the light
of your 761& of Hovember 18, is not likely Lo prove inflexible. :

Department and Board appreciate the solicltude of Swips officinls for this . .
Government's interests (reference penultimate parsgraph of your 1542 of .
Novenber 15) with regard to the possible misinterpretation of the course of
action suggested in your 7163 of October 28 and approved by: this -Government
(reference Pepartment's 3769 of November 4). However, tinis Government, ag

repeatedly iudicated in various cosmunications to you, believes that techni-

Any misconception regarding vihe American attituds boward the present regime in

he avoided if you refer in your communication to -the bwlss to
UOIL Dr. Tiso aug his sssocistes UNGWUOTE or GUOTE fThe present regime in
Slovakie Ul U0iL.

Tulh i8 KRB Eiki CxBLk RO,

BA:LSLiar 11/24/44 149-{‘ " Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahanson,

aetionalities on the theory that e

10:30 ' - 3  Ackermann, Gohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Lesser, -
10, 2§fm].. QM‘ J,{,(W Mannon, McCormack, Files . - —
. s 7 ’ '
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1944

GQ%N&%NGKUOﬁB
79§é, Degember 7, 5 P.m.

FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLAND. o

Scoretary of State,

Washington.

T have received assurances from Burckhardt now
\ICRC president that German Forelgn Office was definitely
apprgached on October 2 by committee with request
that Reich Government consider cxtending ﬁo so called
”schutﬁﬁaeftlingf (detainées for security reasons)rr 7
trcatment grantediﬁy analogy to Geneva.POW cénventipn
of 1929 to enemy natishais in Germany and Gorﬁan :
occupied territory. 4s of Decémbgr one'no aﬁswér,had.7
yet been recelived from Germans. Late in Novdmbofrj
vhen delegate of Germaﬂ Red Cross Hartmann waé 1n Geneva
this guestion was thoroughly dlscussed w1ﬁ£ﬁ%im.rﬁ
German consul at (eneva was also urged,a few days'ago'

_by ICRC %o press German Foreign Office for an answer.

 DECLASSIFIED
State Dept Letber, 1-11- 72

By R. H. Parks Date_q-FH o 1q77




the Jewish one, hav1ng shown faery conclusively”tha

,nelther German Forelgn Offlce nor German Red Cross-i,"

exercise any real control over polltlcal denalnees and

deportees both on Jewish and Jewish (~) such control»,

being in hands of 88 "relchssicher heltshaupta,tﬁﬁgﬁil:
Berlin. 7 7
With'reférence to a—somewhat simiiar infééééésioﬁ
to be made by neutrals headed by Vatlcan (Legat1on's
7170 Octobor 28 from Stornbuch to Union Orthodox Rabbis
and Departmentfs 3788 Uovember 7 WRB'S 259}—11’:;*:16\»9&5i
through Papal Nunciature in Bern, it-is iMﬁortant to": o
note this is motlvatcd by desire to secure rcelprocal

urcatment of’ German 01v111ans in terrltory alrcady or

nortly to be oceupied by forees of: Allied nat»irr

guaranteed by neutrals and Vatloanfrvln.rgﬁgr@
guarantee it is hoped to so.c:\ru-erva‘r-_“~ - Son
from Germans. concorn-ng treatment of noﬂ~as
dctainees undor their control. In speaklng OL Alllod _,?f

nations Angelo Donatl, author of - proposal had Sov1et

Russia partloularly in minds- To thls end5 -hns sub-{j

scquently attempted to. bring progect to;MOScow”s




2

3= #7998, Decdmbor 75 5 Dems, from'Bernrlfr

attention by various chahnels;fthrough two unofficial o
Sovict citizens in Switzerland Sokolin and TChéfniakr
rcputedly in contact with Iloscow and throggh Togiiatti
Italian Communist lcader at present in Réméi I -
guarantee could be obtained from Ruésians to accord
Goneva Convention trcatment to German civilians in a
arcas occupied end to bé océupied by them it would
indeed constitute a powerful lever with which to sccure
counter concessions from Nazis. Many months ago ICRC 7
unofficially expresscd to me their belief thatrany 7

concessions which mizht be extracted from Soviets with

rcgard to Génman PQUS (cven Russian agreemont to deliver

lists of names of those alive and well) would be in=-
valuable in securing from Germans moreffavbrable—trcéfe,
mcent of'categories of dectainees and deportcos inclﬁding,”'

Jews in their hands. ' R

HUDDLE
IS EMB .

(*) apparent omission




FREREIA L0
X-

02 Sacretary o1 Stave, Yarhington: . : “‘Rﬁ B “ k é : o
9AYI0: Toveuber 29, 154 - “ b ) e SR

s
Phe following nos reoference to Uearagny Anericaa interests,

. . . -
Please raler %0 leagation's nepsage &F Hovember 15, No.@

—_

It 19

Eé —_— N
stated 1a Yagt porasteph of Swiss nove of Tovombar D4 that-Alvrechd, Chlef of

Legal Section Sorman Forelsm Office wae sdvisod of uontspts of Daoarimenttis

Ua. 3850 of Yovesber 11 Ly renressntative of Swiss Legniion, Berlin,
I . / )
The gotual dlsselutien of Merian facomm by Seyman avihoritiss was indlcated

-

hr hlavrechy, ui ei hi American antionals vwere 18ft there by tho German anthor-

ities. These i, b persons are cornstdered of Jewish origln by ths Gsrman

/

auizorities. "Sloeal vovernnent” has besn asted by German Zovernment 1f they

conpur with the trensfer-of these ol ;ht Anternees Lo Sermany so tha} they

-~ )

alght be dacluded in the Gexian - Americon axchange wnich A8 noy nprepessd,
2he declsion of the Slovok Covernmend ie being avaited by ;I&lbx'eqht.
whe comiented that he Teserves the right Lo furnish more definite iaformation :

%0 3uiss Legsption, Berlin, in writing and that his verdal commenbds coﬁﬁtit;ite

.~ mE

only 2 yrovisioanl ansver,

RIPDLE

DOR: 3

AR=1 44

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Park-s Date SEP 12 1972




cable «f October 23, no. 3604,
#ovember 17 eaylng thst Swiss Lega-
-
tlon in Berllo lnstructsd to communlerte meessge T0 Germen Gove
ernm=nt. Wien Ihey recelved ithie inestruction the Swies Legation
ot juet ruffered two refussle on the pvart of the
Crffice to acerot comnunicetlons form the Govern~

3Tater {28z Lepstlona ceblee of Fovember 15

end 21, ros. 724D o0l 7869 reecrectively) end monce refueal to .

med ingvitsble 1t revorted the e tu-

After examining the -~ueetion

withstending thie eltustlon, the.

- % el Thmay o ooadgo ' - oo Y :
nean? Lo send Denertrment's meeesge to the Cermsn Government,

the Forvelgn Office ia Bern subnltted 1t under cover of nate to

13

vorann Legetlon ln Bera wileh hae returned the'.chmmuniestion of
the . o sne Devartment of State has chosen
e separinent vlin the following remark: (Mording whteh would

bllee the Crrmizn Fawst o ‘i T t
obllge ihe Cormen Foresign OfTice %o refuse %o accept the me #gage)

HUPDLE

DCA VAG 11/25/44 :

i “DECLASSIFIED
.- State Dept. Letter, 1-1]:-72

By R. H. Parks Date_‘_§£E_ 121972

rl




radageiaic.s U raliic

FROLiz AAYRICA LEGATION, DR
T0: Secretery of S4ate, Washington.
DafiD: Lovenber 21, 1944

ZUBER: 76é~(8 o ' BUNTRB —
o CONTROL pppy

Referénce iegétion’s—7545;7November 15, R e ) k

During an interview at the Forelgn Office, Minister Feiéscher,'73'
who is a% present visliing Bern, declared'refusaliof Gove;hmentfof Geﬁﬁény to
accept messases mentloned paragraph four reference cable 1s founaéd mg?nly on
second reason stated, i,e,, threateging boné ofrmessages and‘objéctions to
accenting reproaches of this kind fronm another go#ernmént on part of Germans,
Zven though he aseurss the Germans that his position is merély that of a
communication chénnel tetween belligerents, the Germans show resentment.
against Swis: for tranemitting messages which bear threats from Goyernment
of United States, | 7

The aihiséer %trgssed tension already in existence between heads
of Gestapo and other braﬁches pf Government of Germany and Foréign Office
authorities vhich would only be ag ravated 17 létter passed on these threats
and added that Government of Germany does not take messages conhdnihg threats
seriously and that, except for evdsivé answers, t@pg@ peségge% recelive nb
action, 7 7 7 » :

He expresged the wish that notes to Government 6f'Germany con~
taining warnings to German officials against committing'particular wffonaas
or uhresis: fo bring individual officlels before trihinals to answer for war
time offenses, not be sent the Swlss Lesation, in view of foregoing and

%

undoubtedly adverse and serious effect upon his reletions with Foreign Office

DECLASSIripp -~ 8uthorities -
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date QEP_1 2 1972




=2~ F7608, ioveuber Z1l, from Beran

authorities because of his tremsnitting threatening,meééageijrom‘6ﬁr:”~'

sovernaent,

The sbove oninicans are shared by Bisanze and Denury,

‘N/DLJ‘J

DCH;. 2D: CR

1l-22~44




FROI:; Ameriesn Legstlon, Bemn : R
TO: 3eeretary of Gtxte, Ypehington T
DATED: November 13, 1044 ’ ' : : S
voiEna2: 7616 BQNTRQL Ba?Y
No, 552 date November L6 from Xapilatretl for Forelgn "

APTeirs repested- o The

we
Germany
ciuding
respzel

provnda.

Tact that Germens are Teclog reverrsl of conditlons srising from
territorial cccupation by Allles.  They feegl thefefore'that they
ngy nave %o epiésl to 1 7
countriecs for nrotection qulthelr o clvil populacea3rAccord~
ing to informetion recelved ln local Jewish circles, wlth more
particular reference fo Ital y, Germene are eald to héve stérted
diesnlutlen of come concerbtretion ceape Ln Northern itfly eepeéué
lelly foseoll cemp. 1o thie siturtlon, my re-uect o th}-3w1g§$é
Péiiticﬁk Dagartmsnt Yo hseten Swig@Aaasumﬁtion of our 1ntereéts:

in Berlir and to securs provisionsel entry into S-itrerland

ERE j ‘l)’;‘ -
pokiticsl deportese has been renewed by mé§

DCR:VAG

have rent tie 721lo'lng to Romes Fron indicetions in

1t me¥ be inferred thet rcome leading Nszi circles, in-

58 sxecubtivee,

o grresta ond

Sueh reventence erising too laté may reesult from the

i

frowGermeny of wmen youtaf0l and eped gmong ‘our recid and

11/20/44

avernational organlzatione or neutrsl

Deprrtment for Yar Refugee Board,

are beslnning to change their minds with

segertations on political ané racilal

 HARKT SON . | j

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date_SEE. 1 9 1972
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-~ " DEPARTMENT:® A
OF Di“’.’!‘"!’ b, Tl

STATE

AMLEGATION  November 184
S Ppeme

BERY
soap X

The fellowing fﬁf MoClelland r@f@rs ao?
7313 of Hovember 3 and is WRB .‘f"él.c _ 7
' It would pppear Trom tex$ of measag,e in reterence:
thas, m%wit;hs'sandlfﬂg negative z#eapONse eonta&net‘l S.n
Legation's 3147 of Way 17, Intercross h.aa pro@ag@d g}gtt;g"
linee of our 1498 of ipril 28, Iaﬁrrenmmsnts-on'ﬁékt:éé;ﬁ
Riegner's messaga and a detems.n._s&on b,v you. %na% German .

c:overnmsnt fias been a}:proaﬁh@ﬂ by Intercmsa with a view

to obtminmg agsimlq%ion for forelgn Jeus held. 1n Ger'

or Geynan occupied a,regs wtmm ‘be appreoiate btne

Bom"i° re
STETTINIUS
{Acting)
().
GRBSMMY 1K
11/18/44 . -

DECLASSIFIED.
State Dept. Lettel 1-11- ’72

- By B. H. Parks Date_SE.P_] 9 1077




CABLE TO MINISTER HAKISON AND MCCLELLAND, BERN, SWLTZERLAND

Reference your 7313, November‘B, 1944

Text of this message would make it appesr that Intereross hag
proceeded along the lines of our 1498 of ppril 29, notwithstandiag -
their negative response contained in your 3147 of May 17. The Board .
wonld appreciste your comments on the text of Riegner’s message and. &
determination by you that Intercross has approached the German Govern—
ment wich a view 1o obtaining essimilation for foreign Jews held in
Germany or Germen-occupied territories. :

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 281.

1:45 Pells

Noven] % 1944 Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Cohn,
L/ E§¢ DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Lesser, Mannon, McCormack, Files .
< I/ ’ r -

FH:PJMar




DEPARTMEN'T it INCOM'NG‘

- FL-86 : ~ Bern
" Distribution of true . § N
reading only by special - Dated Hovember 17, 1944

arrangement. - W) T
- REc!d 3:51 pem.

Secretary of State ’ I

Washington

75%5, November 17, ll_a.muii“‘

1:l‘OR WRB FRO:L WCCLé&BAND

I have received following reliable and CO“fldEn-
tial 1nformatlon concerning composition 1ntEanEs of
camp of Beré;analaEn. »

At beginning of- September 8156 Jews WEPE interned
there, Camp inmates ;fEiﬁividEd into following grbups.
About 1370 Hungarians make up_first group andVSQégfoiEs;f

possessing "foreign" pazsports second.

Treatment these two groups reported tolerables

Third section of camp houses 660 Dutch JEWS plus.a‘ ~x,f,fi

small number of other Jews of unspecified naclonallty
all holding Latin American documents. SEctloﬁ lour

) /
celled "Albala" is work camp WhEre trzatmsnt ig- bad,

food hyglenic and housing condltlons 1naquuatE.-'

There are roughly 5500 Jews of Dutch, GrEEk, FrEnoh,

Polish and other nationalities in Albala apparently

p0557351ng

DECLASSIFIED
Stato Dept, Letter, 1-i1. 72 :




possessing nho documénts at all ér otherwd

tion considered- insufficient by Germansg

 HARRISON




CoNoveo M

Dear Dr. Goldmann:

Reference is made to my letter of November 20, 1944, - -
forwarding the toxt of a messace received through the Amerioan
Legation in Bern under date of November 16, 1944. ’ )

The War Refugee Board has just reasived a cable from
its Representative in Bern requesting us to inform the World - .
Jewish Congress that the information concerning a possible 'modus
operandl” between the International Red.Cross, Germen suthorities
and the Jewish community in Vienne i8 stricﬂ% confidential.  Our
Representative adds that any discussion or publicity of this infor-
mation would be most harmful since the International Red Crogs has
advised him that Berlin knows nothing about the matter. R

question of funds, our Representative
th the International Red Cross the
funds available for the relief work

With respect to the.
advises that he is examining wi
question of immediately making
in Vienna. E
is for your personal and strictly eon fi= -

also regard the text
ember R0th in the seme

The foregoing
dential information and I am sure you will
of the message forwarded in my letter of Nov

light.
Very truly yours,

§Staned) o Wo Pelie

J. W. pshle’ © o - -
Exacutive Director - T

Dr. Nasghum Goldmann,
World Jewish Gongress,
1834 Broadway,

New York 23, N. Y.

FHihd 11/22/44




DEPARTMENT INCOMING
L OF B N
) ~ STATE . TELEGRAM -
ey
JP-951 ' e Bern.
Distribution of true- . '
reading only by special . Dated Novumber 16 1944
arrargement. 4 W
- .

Secretary of State

Nashington

X , , Y
7579, November 16, 10 p.m. N =
_ FOR WRB FROM ’iCCL’“Ll’..AND e
(Contﬁnuing my . 75”5) B - LT

Kindly request wJC New York consider this information ;—'

v
concerning Dosoible "modus oDerano1" between German
avthorities Jewlsh community and IGRG';nivlenn

strictly confidential. Schirmer inféﬁhéﬁ“mef,

Berlin knows nothing anout 1t, Any talk cons quently :
would be most harmful. Saly Mayer and I- are examining ;,f>5
with Schirmer question of *mmediatelv makina funds

available to Lowenhersz in Vienna to supporu whatever

relief work he can carry outb. Schirmer leaves,for

Berlin Noverber 20 expects to bexln; ﬁﬁ&fﬁ&ﬁ%p{EQOnth" -

to set un ICRC office there if 1f gtall. appears funds

can be usefully spent,

T N DECLASSIFIED

HARR;EmmL;Shmrﬁjﬁﬂzﬁmfl1145‘




November 20, 194&

Dear Dr. Goldmzant

The following zessage for you from Gerhart Riegner was recgived

through the American Legetion in Bern under date of November 1O, 19441

L
£ ;{RDrury 11/20/44 ‘7z1}“ '

1A long discussion was had with Dr. Schirmer, representative

of International Red Cross, attached temperarily to IR0 Budapest
delegation, who has now reburned to 8witzerland, having '
deparied from Hungary on toe 29th of October. Through the

#nr Refugee Board I am dispatching to you detailed information
which he geve to e regarding the gituation of Jews in Budapest
and IRC action. It is reported by Schirmer that in Budepest -

there are still approximately 160,000, 50,000 Jewlsh malesrhsvlng :

been merched for labor service toward Austria. In Hungery in
Honved camps for labor service there ars an adaitional 50,000
still, Protection papers of IRCG (for Jewish porsons working
in Budapest with them), Spain, Switzerland and Yweden, &re
accorded recognition. Every institution protected by IRC is ~
respected, including Jewish insbitutions, hospltals, homes for
children, soup—kitchens, food warehouses, ete, ’ -

"It 3s reportsd by Schivmer that in Vienre- vielaity approxirately

13,000 Jews ure working, divided up into 4 to 5 hundred labor .
detachments or small csmps, each gomprised of 3 to 5 hundred
peopls. .slthough they include a number of: Czechoslovaks and.
Poles they sre Hungarians mostly. Surprisingly enough the

Cerzan nuthoriiies in Vienna appesr to be willing to allcw—IRC”f:',
Lowenhex'z,

to help these Jews in cooperation with and thriough Dy,
who conbinues to hold his position in the Vienng: conmunity and -
who directs thelr offiee, Dr. Schlrmer will repurncto Vienna
soon and he urged that funds for thie purpose be made” availuble.

Lowenhers sdviged him that if funds could be made available to him
food snd clothilmz could be purchesed in Vienne.. Youy remittance. E
«3 soon as possible is thersfove urged by me.t - G RO

very%tnﬁ;&lyoprs,— P
‘51@6@ 3. Pehlo

Js Wa Pehle

Dr. Nashum Goldmann, - " Executive Director
Yorld Jewish Congress, .
1834 Broadwny,

Hew York 23, New York.
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STATE
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- TELEGRAW

" FBM-788 ':BErn,

This telegram mist bg:
paraphrased before bElng
communicated to anyone
other than a Government’

pgency. (

DatEd hovzmbsr 16 1944

Heo'd 61 19 p.m. ;

Secretary of State, ' o B grg*;i
Washingtoh. , . ' BQ%IBQ © Y
7574 Kovrmbsr 16, 9 p.m. - 0 TR
X0 L o )ﬁlﬂéhfﬁyrr -
FOR-WRB Lou MCCLELLAFD : it T
FOR. hA}UM GO PMANY OF WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS : SE

FROM GERHARD REIGNCR.' D Lo
) , _ : P

Had long conversaulon w1th Drs Schlrmsr IntEP-TV

national Red Cross rEprESEntatlvE uEmporarlly attached

to their Budapest dElEgation who 1efd Hungary on,

-October 29 and just yeturned t0 Sw1tzer]and., HE

detailed report on 51tuat10n of Jews in BudapEst and

actlon taken by International Red Cross- whxch ani

dlspatchlnﬂ to you through the War REfugEE'

Schirmer rEports that about 160 000 still in'BuaépEs

50 000 male- szs_hav1ng4pssn marchEd dlrEctlon Austr,

for labor service. Further 50, 000- g4 qtill in: Hungary .

4 : S
in Honved labor sEervice CRMPS. ProtEctlon doc‘mEntsi i




-2-37574, November 16,

are recognized.
Red Cross probection i

soup—kitchEns,,hospitgls,

warehousESs,

WMB

A1l institutions under

9 p.m., from BErn. . -

nceluding Jewish jnstitutions, -
children's ‘homes, food .

£t cebera, are respectEd.

HARRISON

2

Internationél"'

. r
[N A ST
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Sceerctary of Statc,

Washington. ‘

7575, November 16, 10 pfin.

/
Schirmor (contwnulng my 75743W?

18,000 Jews arc uonL1ﬂg in V‘Clnltyrof Vienna: spl¢t up

among 4 to 5 hundrcd small camps or work dotachments.

cach on¢ having from 3 to 5 hundred pcérsonsi They arefii'”
mostly Hungarians but include numbcr Poles and Czocho-~.
slovaks. 'Gcrman authoritics at Vierhﬂ sufﬁfisihgly

7
cnough secm w1lllng ‘permit ICR ﬂssist thuso Jows 1n

collaboration end through Dr. Lowcnhcrz who stlll holdsiJ» 1
his position with Vienna communlty &nd=d1reots—thc
office. Dr, SChlebr who soon roturnlng Vlcnn" urge
funds bc made available for thls urp@se. ¢If mc ay; ;;<
be placed his QISDOS”l Lowenhurv 1nl0rmpd hlm that  :

clothing ﬁnd food stuffs could be- oktained 1n Vlenna.'

Urging thereforc wvour soonest romittance. 'End Ricgner

message. §,¥K3A§§ BEN TR

_RRISON,

_— (;igN??R I BﬂPY

DECUASSIFIED

L. . State Dept. Leiter, 1-11.72 WW

ByB.H.ParksDate__SEP_121972 k“’f 4«/
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'+ STATE
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" Distribution of
true reading only by -
spoqial'aﬁrangement.
W

secrctary of State, '

Washington.

X
7542, ﬂcvcnppr 15, 5 p.m.

Dopartmcnt's 3285 oeptember 20—WRB 178. S

TForeign Office note NOmebCr 8 Whlch vas aefsolally'
nanded seme day to Legation secretary by Depury”sc;tesf
- in substance foll&wiﬂg. A '
Durlng interview of Felésoher the. 1atter decTQ”ed

he had been 1nstructeo o return tliese two nOues :Wa;f,ff;”~

(Legation forwurded by note_dated SeptomberVZO uO

Forcign Office substance of ‘first and second:' Lbraph

your 3245. Forelgn Office transmitted these
Legation Berlin by two sevarate note& eadh enclo

foxt in English as recelved from Iegatlon)

According to Setho the :German Governm01t aoes not

oo

(repeat not) recognlﬂe rlbht of - American#Gevamrﬂarh“'~f
to. uwndertake representations in these two cases

motiers do not (repeat ¥ Ou) concern proteculon 01

DECLASSIFIED . - Alnorl Oan
State Dept. Lefter, 1-11-72

By R H. Parks Dute__SEp_ 1 ? 1972




~2= #1542, Novémber'15,73 pellie, fromi?@rhfw

American nationals and addltionaly it c!ns1dch'uonef';
of Lhose notes unacceptable partlcularly throat con—r';rz
ained in . latter part of pgragraph one your 5245.
781qce Germen Government does not recognize rlghﬁ;~
of Swiss representatives as represen%inngmerican '
Tnterests to intervene in favor of bearers of Latin -

- American identity docuaents (note here refers to Fareign @

p fice note of Septcmber 5 whith enclosures which
i
L

I 7ere transmitted to Department with Legatlopfs uEPlCuly
.co“leentlal despatch ©250 September 15). T1eldscher
;inguires whether he should neversheless bringz.io
attention of German Foreign Office four points contained
in Legation's notice of October 31 to Swiés,Foreign
Office (flrst paragran Department's 3648, OCDObGr 26)
R,

ooncerning deportation oearers documents this CQUC”OTy

: MAR NP YA S
Drcv1ously interned HMarilan-Keis Slovakia. 'In‘V¥GW—
Sethe!s declaration Foreign Office sees no useLul pur
pose In delivering to German Forelgh‘Office a nOUo'
based upon Legation!s notice of October 31 actentance

of which without any doubt will be refused; Foreign
Office accordingly gave instruétions to Feldscher not .

to pursue the matter, End summary.

Togation







Swiss observe'that éudhlr'
as i plylng recognltlon'

s Dopartment ' comment.

Since: ri

in view above summlzrized. S
iste Departmént'siobs"”

vhat basis Swiss shoul'

'Craspll's suggestiona




APOSTOLIC DELEGATION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

No. 581/42
,Novembé?1141'19446':

Mrs. J. W. Pehle
Ezecutive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I wish to convey -to you
the substance of a message recently received from the
Secretariate of State, Vatican City;

The Apostolic Nunciature in Berlin has béen di-.

rected to take further and lnsistent steps W1th R
the German .Government to permit Jews interned. .}
in Germany, e&pecially those from Lithuania; to  -*7 1" -
receive packages containing food an&'clothing;:r

i s

The Apostolic Nunciature in.Bratlslava

. directed to insist anew with ‘resident T
the name of the Holy Father, who indtcate
obligations incumbent upon him as a-priest, th
he act to protect the rights of Jews: in Slo
and to assure them of just ahd. equita
ment.

With senfiments of esteem and'e&eryvbést:ﬁish;*Ii_
remain ' i o

Sincerely VOﬁFSf—ii.{,'”"*

/a/ A G, Oicogﬁéﬁ '

Archblshop of— aodicea
Apostolic Delegate




}[ .

3852 of November 11, 1944, to Bern.

Department informed that German authorities in Slovakia hhfé Segﬁn .
evacuation from a camp at Marignka of Jews who claim the nétiondlity' 7
of United States and of wther American éepublics. '§ersoﬁ§ béing removed
are reported to be destined to Aschwitz.

Please request Swiss to inform German Government -that United States
Govermment expects urgently to obtain assurances that tﬁe Germén)
authorities in Slovakia have not taken any action against claimants to
the citizenship of the United States which deprived them of any of the
rights to which they are entitled. If any claimants to the citizenship
of the United States have been deprived of such rights. or have been
removed frem Slovakia to some other area under German control, German -
Government should proviaé:therngmes of the persons concerned and,iﬁ-
formation regarding their wheféaﬁoﬁﬁs and welfare;f 7

Telegraphipertinent developmenés.

840.48. Refugees Slat.
9-2744
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- ommm.: mm os' TELEGRAM §

FROM: - ,Searetery of State, 'Washington

DATED:  Novembsr 7, 1944
NOBER: o708 '

To Minister Herrison at B nffoi"h!cﬁlellsnd'. D

Reference your 7170 of Oc:toher 28 to th ‘“"epartme
your informahio'y the: f51lowing 17 the text ¢
Pehle to The Apostolic Delegate in Waahington E

the Nunciature at Bem may m'esent to
by the Vatiocsn, together with. certa,in neu
interceds with the Bermsn: Goveranent o
in German-controlled territsriesy A i
proposd envigages “that Gormany woul Yo

aceorded prigonsry: of W g

o,

+- ~ Without kriowing: whether this repbrt
less, wigh to-assure you thet. in- the opi
of thig: kind might: ‘Tedult in saving tHe: 1iv
in Germati~controllsd territory. T

persona on whoss behalf
reference 5.3 made to them




CABLE 20 MINISTER HARRISOR AT BERN JOR MO @3

Beferance your 7170 of Ootober 28 o the Departuent. For yous

information the followisg is the text of a letter writs
Apostolic Dalegate in Washimglom: - I :

QOTE A report from Bern from private sources imdicates that the =
Funciature at Jemn may preseat to the Holy See & propomal wheredy the -
Yatican, together with cortain . governments, would intercede with -
the German Governmenmt onm dehalf ‘of eivilian deportess in German-contyoliol
Serritories. According to ths report, the proposal eavisnges that Germaay:

would be requested

(2) to liverats or allew to be interaed in neutral mt:ﬁu LT

those deportess who are elderly men, women, cad ehildren; anl s
(b) to apply to other deportees trestment similar to tha

accorded prisoners of war, ’ R i ’ L

Without kmowing whether this rcpax-s is correet, I, aovmmm.
vish to assure you that, ia the opinieh of the Bosri, & step of this kiad

might Tesult in saving the lives of deported civiliams in Sermas-comtralied '
territory. A , S

1 sheuld, however, like to draw your attention to two particulasly =~ -
importent circumstances. First, the Germans hawe offen showa a tendsnay te - o
exalule Jaws from concessions mads in response {0 foreigh latercessions, amd
So assune that Jews are mot amomg the persons om whose bekelf any isten.

cension is made waless express rafersnce ie made $o tham. Second, the valus

of any German concessions will be doubtful umless provision ie =ade for =~
effoctive supsrvision of their ‘sxsecation by compstent nsutral an horities. -

" Should you dees i appropriate, leld 33 "&mﬁﬂl 1€ you
could bring the foregoing comments %o the attention of the Noly

THIS I WRB BERN GABIE No, 259, . - <% <

11:30 a.m, ) S . 5 i L %i?g
November 3, 1944 : .

7

liss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson; Ackermann, GCohn, DuBois, Ffiédméh,
Hodel, Lesser, liannon, HeCormack, Files R o

L

. C
s
LShesserthhr—3I=2=4t (= ¢l .,




November 8, 1944

Dear Sirst

The following mesaage;fér you from Gerhsrt Riegner was-
received through the American Legation in Berm under date of
November 3, 19448

- Wgg are -conlidentially sdvised by Carl Burckhardt (fol-
lowing our repeated intercessions with ICRC eonceraning
nandling of Jewish deportees as civil internses under ~ - -~
terms of Tokyo project and Geneva Convention), that '
ICHC directed an official notd on October 2 to Geprman
¥inistry of Foreign Affalrs asking thet all foreigners
held in Germany end Germen-ocoupied eveas {in fact,
designated as "achuitzhaeltling® of foreign citiszenship
and deprived of fresdom of movement), be given identleal
guarantess to those provided by Tokyo project aud Geneva
Oonvention. This designation applics to all foprelgn Jews
held or deported in Germsny or Glerman~occupiod territories,
as well s all political prisoners and foreign workers, .
sccording to Durckhardt. The snswer of the Government of
Germany is beilnz aweited by ICRO now,

Wlhrough WRB, Fooumentation covering our dealings with
ICRC in this connection have hwen forsarded to you.t

vefy truly‘ynﬁré.

(81gued) I, W, Penle
3 W Pene
. Executive Director

World Jewish Congress,

1834 Broadwny,
New York 23, Hew York.

=
>

RDrury 11/8/44




 PARAPHRAST OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: Anmerican Inegstlou; Bera-. = . . - M ///

703 Seeretary of State. Hashington

e mm oy

! -—

MoGlellend sends the touéwing for WEB. B

The followlng is from Biggnerafjor Ku;owiszkl and&gldma.n of
fexfld. J‘Mah Congress. 7

Ve ere confidsntially adviseé.fl;y Carl Bw/:ii'am:dt {following o
our repeated intercessions with 10RO concerning handling of &mmé@oﬁm —“ :
eivil internecs under iasns of '.('okwa project and @eneva, Ounvenﬁon). tha,t IGRG .
directed an ofﬂcial pote on Octcber 2 to Germsn E!,niatry of ?creign Aﬂ'a.irn 7
asking thet all foreigners held in Garmany and Gernan<ceeupled areas (1n faet. :
‘designated as "schutzhseftling® of foreign citizenship and. a:.pnyq;;gr rrsedon : :

of movenment), be given idemtical gaérantees, 1) thon:pro‘rﬁd‘ﬁ 'by &'ol;ia

and Geneva Comvention, Thia designation spplies to &11 ,fote;gzr.;m'.zh'efl:i o .
deported in Germany or German-occupled territories, as veii_-g;;?}}gg}iﬂﬁi
prisoners and foreigu workers, according to Burckbardt. The a.nwu\ot the - 7
Govergment of Germany 1¢ baing amted ty ICRC now. o |
Throtugh ¥RD, docunmentation covering our deanngc wlﬁh mne 1n

this comneotion have been forvarded to you.

, : i Mmmﬁfﬁ‘ma 5
DOR1GPW
Lia7-44

DECLASSIFIED .
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H, Parks DateSEE ] 4 1572



NV §s 7:7

Dear Rabbi Kalmenowitz:

In reply to your orsl inquiry, please be informed that we have ad=_
vieed the spostolic Delsgite in Yashington ef&the,subst&nqé of Ur. Sternbuchts
recent messAze to you concerming the sfforts baing wsde to secure fhe ‘cellee~
tive intercession of the Vaticsn sad neubrsl governmenty in favor of eivilien -
deportees in German-comtrolled territories. In‘this connection, I have writtem.
the Apostolic Delegats stating that & repory fyom private sources had resched .
us indicating thet the Nuneiature at Bern By present to the IHoly Jes a pro=
posal that Germany be requested - T :

() to liberate or allow to ba interned im neutral cau;itries
thoge deportess who are elderly wen, womsnr, and cnildren; and

: (2) to apply te other deporiess treatmont similar to shat ags.
corded prisoners of war, ’ :

Tha apostolic Delsgate has baen a
ing whether this report is correct, uever
kiad wght resuil lu savilg

neursd that the Joerd, without knows,
theless considers Lot a gtep of this
the lives of deported civiliuus in Germmnegontrolied
territory. The abiention of bihs #postolic Delegate, #TPover, has been drawn
to twe perticulariy important oirciustances, Pirst, that the Germuns aftan
shovw & tendency to excliude Jews from concessions made in regponge to forefgm
intercessions, and to ageume that Jews sre not among the persons on whgae bes . .
half any intercession ts wade unleass express reference is mude Ho them,

. Secosd,
that the value of sny cerman concessione will be deubtful unless provigion 48 - .
made for offsctive superviglon of their execution by competent neutral Eaths
oritisg, L

The Apogtolic Delegate hog also been iﬁformod that-she Bm;x‘d would
-be-grateful 1f fts views wore brought to the atiention of the Koly Bee,

- Very traly youxs,
{8igned) 7. W, Pehlé

J. W. Penls,
Bxecutive Director,

Rabbi Abrahau Kalmaaowits, - : - '

Vaad Hahabzala Emergancy Commities,
132 Hassau dtrest,
New York 7, New York,

BAkzin:L6Lessertimh  LluGeds 44 {C,"f
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132 NASSAL STREET
(ROOM 818) . -
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

PHONE REcToJB,\z.;_A\ZSB

. November 6, 1944 ~

Hon. John W.-Pehle, kxecutive Director
war Refugee Board ’
Treasury Bfilding

washington, D. Ce

Honorable Sir:

At our recent coafere,éue in which we aisouseed
the subject of the "colleotlve intercession” to bs-
undertaken by the neutralsg and of which you informed
ue in your letter of October 3lst, you advised me

that we would have a dreft of the memorandum you would
present to the Apostolio Dolegate.

We would be thankful for a sopy of such dfaff.’r
Wwith our'deelﬁest épprpciation, 7

~ Very respectfully yours, -

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY oommmn '

AT 'Rai»bi Abraban kalz{sanws,ﬁ'z

! To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values v
l (Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders)

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of European Jewry wbere tbe
Vaad Hahatzala . program is especially needed.




- ORIGINAL T

'“FBOLVI: T Secretary of Stato

TO: . "Amemcan Legatlon, Bcrn .

DLTE: :':'November by 1944
WMBER: 3789

To Minister Harrison and Hérbiélla,nd‘.;f :

Reference is made ‘to your' 917632 of 6étbi)er 2 it

and B 6 ard fully agree w1th act:l.on suggested by rassl

you not yet have done so; you are requcsted to apbroach Svuss
authorities accordlngly without delay In connectlon,w:.

cla_unants to citizenship of Unlted St'\tes and

to Department's 1269 of nprll 13, 19
“June 24.

This is WRB Bern cablc No,

" Miss Chauncey (for the Se :‘;'y) Ab harms
‘Drury;. -BuBoisy Friednen; Ga }
McCormack Pehle, F:Lles. B




L
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(EMERG'ENCY COMMITTEE),;_
182 NASSAU STREET-. . ;

(ROOM" B19)
) NEW. YORK 7 N. Y v

PHONE RECTOR 2~423§

'Novemher 1, 1944 :

Honorable John W, Pehle, Exeoutive Pirestor
War Refugee Board

Treasury Bldg.

washington, D¢ Ce

Honorable Sir:

We refer to your letter of Ootober 3lst which included o
a message from ¥r. Sternbuch under date of October 28, :

on Ootober 26th, we ‘telegraphed the Hon. Adol?s A. Be\éle.
Jr., Assistant Secoretary of State, a oopy of which telegram
is onclosed. The measurss we suggosted in our telegrams have
already been initiated in Switzerland by our Committea. We:
would respectfully request that the War Refugeo Board support .
our suggested measures and that the State Department 1nureede
with the various neutral countries to join in the oolle?tive
intercession with the Government of (,emay.

We enclose also a copy of a telegram from the Honorable
Jobn J. MeOlpy, Assistant Secretary of War and we wish to
thank you for the aid you gave in msking posaible the aet 1on
- taken, :

With deepest appreciation,
Very respectfully yours, :
VAAD HAHATZALA FERGENOY COMMITTS

AKsT - ' ~ Rebbi Abraham Kah’lno'wlt‘z'»

To resciie, save and preserve from war destruction the. Tornb valuex
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars andC 'Leaders)

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of Emoizean ]ewry where tbef
Vaad Habatzala programis esgecially needed ’
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This is .a -foll-rate
Telegram ~or - Cable~

am:unless- its de-
erred character i§ in-.
dicatéd by a suitable
symbol abové or pre-
ceding the address.




8 BRAND Germany.

-news that religious freedom has{-
been ' restored in t}us small seg-
ment of Germany.. .- =

The . 'Nazfs' burned:: ‘down

(UP)—Wxth German: hells‘

Aachens synagogue in- 1938 and! -

it would -be hard ‘to. find-many*
‘| German Jews left in- this part if

| the world. But these -Americatfs, i - -

stiinding in bright autumn’ syh-,
shine, held a service.in: token -fpr
thii Jews -persecuted during the}
lonsg years bf Naazi rule. A I




: segment

It would be hard to find & Gelman
Jew in this part of the world-but these
Americans héld service in:token for
- ithem. They did not need-a synagogue,
They worshipped in the open air, close
to a brick factory, and shells which the
Germans dropped on Brand durmg the
service were ignored.

-1 The service, broadcast by radio, was
:conducted by Chaplain Sidney Lefkow-
itz -of Richmond, Va. for Jewish GI's
-with the assistance of Cantor Pfc Max
Fuchs of New York City and a choir
of 50 irom “somewhere near, Aachen.”

SERVICE BROADCAST;

“Here weZhuimbly announcé to  the
‘universe the good tidings that the light
‘of religious freedom- has plerced: thru
“the black darknegs~ of- Nazi “persecit-
.- tion,” ‘Chaplain Lefkowitz’ smd "F
"dom of conscience again’ ex
land ich sought- to der
right; eternal ‘faith h'
and . )
;which sought to:d
ii Thi was not the fu‘st Jewish serv-
i

where Naz1s purtied down the synagogtie in 1938, Jemsh offlcers
i and men bwadcast to their people for the fust tlme;

hear it against a: backdrop of shell fire
and gave proof-to thousands: -that:one;
of the four freédoms had been resh)red:
in Amed occupxed Germany. e
SHELLING INCREASES.
Two = other .-chaplains, Protestant
Lieut, Col. F. Bernard Henry of Chamn~
betsburg: Pa., and. Catholi¢: Maj, ‘Ed
ward J. Waters of ' Waterto n;’ N. 'Y
gave brief NESSABEs. T

sidy- said. those Bttendmg t
“have ‘fought for-the.right'to
this Geriman field af this.
worship God accordmg 1o thi

e held inside Germa.ny smce Ameri- |~




MRQ=977. T
Thig telegram must-be :
paraphrased beforé belng ..
. commuhicated -to anyone -
other than a Government ..
Agency. -O) - '

_ Becretary of State,

Washington.

7170, October 28, 3 P .
:FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLANDf

1

0011¢otive-;p§erbession with G :

P et . I
behalf of deporfess: ~We ha

agreement among themselves w

liberate or allow to be int

deported elderly men and.
Two, ap?iyhtofotper_depo
that.écdardéa priso

ou Goygrnmen_;a ki




—2—#7170,§§;tober28;5p

“Polish Minister at. Bern: has alr

s deernmeritiﬁthdo,n,r

<t this cable known to

gupport hi

Please make'te

Jewish organizations.
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DECLASSIFIFD
Srate Dept. Letwer, 1-1

By R H. Parks Date___gE.p 19 i

FROM
]
DAL

HUMB. 72

Refevence i made harewith to Depsrtment's telegran of chober a3,
1944, Ho, 3605 (W=B 228), : :

Tha follswling informatiSh taken from »report £rom Swiss Consul
Genersl Urassli at Bratislava, deated October 10, was 'made svellabla to
Y“seratary on Octobsr 26 on strietly informal basis by Swiss
Diviesten of Forelgn Interests in view of non recognition by Unitoed States
of woecnlled Slovak lLovernment and consecuent inability of Sulsd L.
officinlly to repres:nt imericon intersste in Slovakial ’

Legation

There were recantly arrested and concentrated in camps pevarsl
thousend Jrwe remeining in Slovekin., The most of thess Jews are at
Sered Cemp which ir overgrowded several times the norpsl capacity of
e Gestnuo, whieh Decame a grent power in Blovekia follow-
ing recent uhxialng there took this szction and not ths “lovek asuthoritise,
The Jevws sre assembled, guardan in campe and their fate dscided by
German officinls, - '

the caun,

There are a substantin) numbsr of persons claiming United States
nationality smons thess Jeiie. The Slovak Foreizn Office was spprosched
and it in sgracment with inierauted Slovak ruthorities sttempted to -
hove the samericen Jews tranrferrad to a specinl Samp under conbvol of the
Sloveks situnted ms ar Bratislave st Narianks, Hegardlessz of whether thedir
right to clein netionelity of “merioen Hepublics wae established or 4n
the fete of these Jaws was ecceptable to the axtont that they were
detnived nt Farienus anc they only nsked tc be able o continne to live
in such conditione until hostilitles cease, Food and lodging wera pald
However, on the protext that the Jewish idontity papsra of
pere ns detelned at ﬂsripnﬁa were 11 of doubtful natura, the Gaﬂtnpo
comnl ebely evaounrted the oamp on Uotodsr 11, e

doubt |

for by then,

It/%%nerved by Gresali that the above statemont is cereninly
incorrect as concerns conelderable number of bonafide American oitisens
among these parsens,
Ausschwitz, according to infornmation avialable to him, an’ 4t i felt by - o
the “wieg repremcntative that in order to save them expeditious action s
would he necessary, : '

Yernons hold ing American or Latin Amgrican do«umenbetinn were algo
at camps under aontrol by the Uermans, The Slovaks ettemnted without
appreciable suBeess to have them traneferred to Harlsnka prior to the
dissolution of that canp.

Hise Ohsuncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Acsermann, Akain, Oohn,

Drury, luBois, ¥risdman, Ganton hodel. Lesser, Mnrke. Hannon, Holormnek,

Pehle, Tiles,

-Americon &orntion Bern

PA#APKRAB:: Ol!‘ *i"&LEGRAH RECEIYE?U

fecretory of State #anhingtan:f

Oatobar 28, 1944

7183

a8t Harianke murt be tranaferred ta




8.

in ordér to avaid impreénsien DY

eraignity is not respected by Switzerlan :
armpns to delivor to the Slovak Goy ornmont <

: ehit e of help to observe thet -
n cesps in-Jlovakis under German canirol are

be pos 1ible to raouvet the &

the Jews concerned, Fousibly
suericon Jewe interned i
given lers favorable
eamms, Az an axrmdle,

e
&yl

treationt than American reg,
¢ cause of this there is no lntercroas delegate

“1ovak Govesnmant that f s}aQ§;', e
4, Grasell foels thet it would - -

on Jews in sisdlor Goeraen

in -“lovekis, although he was expacted long ago and he isisnxiouﬁly
awaited by “lovek Red Crogs for the purpose of visiting asmps whgre,ieva

are held,

Thie protlen wee dlscuseed by
Siviasien of ths
pvodd tra Lmres ong that remresente
Government's knowledge,

S1ovake livire in the United “iotes,
is wpprovel Lonn,

A
n. iir,

stare

Inetpuetionn
ment @mey onn-
stene which the !

concerning n
:ivLe are
ise hat 1

“lovek rorelgn Office and hir collaborstore,

Zinee lana faels
able to enlrust ths control of Jews of United
own officlele and th:reby prevent rst

“Wis kn tho

rgquected in

v - '
Grersld with Hr, Acna, Chief of Political

in order to

were being made without Slovak

1t dvportant that Slovekis be

States nationriliy. to itse

slintory stepe egainst numerous

the wroesdure suggested by Greseli- . -
snd Af the spmmary,reporb;ﬂ )

tlons

somroach to Germans e Departe
viey of ths ayen involved and

of such

RARRISON




AACHEN REFUGERS—
GIVE AID T0 JEWS

Story of Businessmaﬁ Who
Found Refuge There Said to
Show True Friendship

By HAROLD DENNY

AACHEN,

{yazi authorities ordered it evacu
jited on the eve of our invasion,
{fuccessive purges have left scarce
l’y a dozen of Aachen's one-timel
. Jewish population of 3,000 to 5,000.
And these survivors are now being
accepted by-their "Aryan” neigh-
bora on the same friendly terms
that prevailed between Jews an
non-Jews in Aachen before Hitle:
made the Jews the scapegoats.
This dozen are hot, segregate
but are distributed” among th

¢ame in they were \\
fachen cellars. !

taken by the Germans and migh
still be alive. But before Hitler h
was a prosperous business man in
Cologne—one of that city's 20,000
. Jews who lived thera amicably
 with non-Jews. He held positlons
. of honor In the community. He is
now more than 60 years pld. -

i ‘Impoverished by Narls

Step by step he was atripped of

?;hll business - and- his home ‘after
! Hitler cgme in and eventually was

creased. He and his wife

|-2842, .but though -he

deportation . order- to “Russis’ if’
< h

rendezvous his: wife disapp
He went then to. Aachen
Protected. by ‘» Friend"
 ‘He had managed.to conceal 7,000
marks and ori thig he lived in:thej
home of. a friendly rion-Jewish:
family in. Adchen-for the next two
years. He hardly ever left thetr
apartment. He had no food cards
nor other. documents but “this
family bought him food on. the
black market. i
‘In 1942 all Jews were ordered
out of the Cologne district, iricluds
ing Aachen, e{“cept those married
to “Aryans.” IlChere were-about a
dozen such ij - Aachen but thy
riined businej3s man never. 88
them. They &l lived inconapic]i-
ously to avoid the Gesatapo. Algj
200 such Jews remained in Colo;
Sept. 8 this year Nazi authori-
ties ordered this whole part of
Germany evacuated. In: Aachen
this dozen Jews were among the
8,000 Aacheners who. preféerred

death in battle to an unknown fate -

in Germany: N .

The “Aryan” family with whom
_ this business man lived -departed,
_however. The business man stayed
behind, hiding in the . apartment.
He heard bofhbing and shalling

and the sound| of our‘troops figh{} .

ing their way {oward the center ¢{
the city with|mixed feelings,

On Oct. 17 thie battle reached
atreet.
his door.
lest it be the Germans.
door was broken down and in burat:

3

man embraced:him.

“I wan .80 happy
men,” he . said today.
nothing left .in-the world, nothing:
except these ragged clothes I'have

=y

on but I am happy.” -

office of the refugee camp.
*We want to help the Jews how
-biret-Sve can,” she maid. - “We could
not do much before.: . The people

who showed them sympa}hy we
Aach

B

Th¢' people o
sod to the
“Thére wi

arreated.
were always
She added

vely:

i {brced with hig;gvife into hiding in
i the terM‘ of November,
i 1bas. 1942, disasters for him
E flee separately to circumvent a

y wealthy [fews here and
et spent much - Ioney." - E

“they

an American soldier, The businesg {-

to - sée youry
“I ‘havej-

One elderly Christian won%n;ln sat§-
near us a8 he told his story in thei:

There: wad ‘& poundingduj " S
He feared to open.iti . -
Then-thej:"




are appreciated, Vatlcan is be:mg approc.ched ageord
asked to- communlcgte 3.nformet10n to you dlrect

Wlthout, however, awmt:.ng Vz\tic n's reply, you
- mediately to approach Swiss governmﬁn‘c requestlng At
power for Salvador and certain other Americen. irepubl

immediate steps to protect the persons.;concerne
ment's 1181 of April 7,-1221 of April 10,1921 of
CJuly 21, 3180 0f September 14, and all otho v communi
holders of Latin American documents. Specifica
that Swiss govermment may find it pOSSlblO (a):
government of the truth of the report that Jews:
sion of documents issued in the name-of” Salvhdo
republics have becn removed to Germany or: area

(b) to 1nqu1re ‘of the German government, of “tho desH
persons, {c) to decl'\re to the Ger’m.n governmm 4

‘In view of large proportlon of o8 vador'*
among deportees reported in your 693V PR
municated in your 3871. of June 17.p
fa.c>1l1tate your. task. -

Anembassy Madrld As: be:mg s:.milar
Paragusyan pasgporb holders. o
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(EMERGENCY GOMMITTEE)
" 132 NASSAU-STREET. .~

(ROOM .819)
NEW YORK 7, N..Y,

PHONE RECTOR 2-4285 -

“October 18, 1944

Honorable John Wa Pehle "Exec. Dir.

War Refugee Board

Treasury Bldg.

Washington, V. Q. - I

Honorable Sir:

We are indeed grateful for your deep copcerh in -
the matter of the reccue of the remzining Jews in
Europe. s - S

The Assistant Yecretary of State, dr.-Berle, has
requested us to submit g memo randum incorporatlng sug—
gested proposals for rescue, and we enclose: a copy of S
the memo randum we are sendlng to Mr. Ber%p

We are certain JOU Wlll lend the fullest cooper-,f~i:
ation of the War Refugee Bcerd to the execut;on of the
proposals suggested. S

Wwith deepest appreciation,

Ver§. respoctfully yourss

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENGY COMMITTER

AKsr ahanlxhlmanﬁwit,

P.S. - We are also enclosing copy of a telegram sent to
our President today.

“To rescuey save and preserve from war déstruction the Torab’valu‘l"s—_
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal. Leaders) .

To utilize the possibilities for rescue. of European ]ewry wbere thei
X7 » b2 4 A

Fy
Vaud—H-ah-ot-zata—program 7$ payavruv-}




ECW STR TEL PDNO'CTO,!E‘. 8, 1944 °
TRE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED SPATES
TFE YHITE EOUSE, WASEINGION, D.Os , R
THS TUFENDING FATE OF THE 500,000 PIAIFUL RMAINING RUNGARIAN JEVS COMPELS OR :
RESPECTFULLY PRESENTING T0 YOU OUR YOS URGEND APPRAL ST0P REPORTED ENTRY OF rs.é. S
72N IN BUDAPEST WITH DIAROLIC EXTERMINATION PLAN FAOTUALLY msmmmmnh:m ALREADY
COMMENCED STOP MAY WE RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST FOLLOWING ACTION FIRSTLY A pREsmm;Ar
WARNING AND A MILITARY wmmd BY GENERAL EISENHOWER CONOERNING HUNGARY AND ,m.
TERIEES I¥ ALL CONCENTRATION GAMPS STCONDLY A REQUEST THAT THE RUSBIANVAND BRITISH
OOVERNUTNTS -ISSUE SIMILAR WARNINGS THIRDLY 4 PRUSIDENTIAL APPBAL TO THE nmcmim
PEOPLE THAD THEIR PROTECTION OF JEWS AND STRONG RESISTANCE 70 THEIR DEPORPATIONS
AND EXTERMINATIONS WILL EZAOT IN THEIR FAVOR AND 70 EXPRESS IN THIS APPEAL THE
OERTAINTY THAT SUGH AGTION BY THE EUNGARIAN PEOPLE 18 WITHIN THEIR POWER AND
POSSIBIE UNDER PR°SENT CONDITIDNS IN HUNGARY STOP A REQUEST FOR A SIMILAR APPEAL

T0 THE HUNGARIAN PROPLE BY THE COVERNMENLS OF GREAT BRIT4IN AND RUSSIA SHOULD
FOLIOW STOP VWE APPEAL IN THE LAST HOURS FOR EUROPEAN JEWRY FOR YOUR EXOELLENGY'S
IM®DIATY AND J0RELY FEEDED ACTION 43 pE'rxwxém AND WHATEVER OTHER ACTION YOUR

EXCELLENCY WILL FIND NECESSARY ST0P WITH OUR “XPRESSIONS OF PROFOUND GRATEFULNESS

UNION OF ORTEODOX RABBIS OF THE UNITED STATRS AND OANADA
RABBIS ISRARL ROSENBERG EL SILVER B.L, LEVINTHAL -
VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE IN NAME OF ALL -

o]

JEWISE ORTHODOX ORGANIZATIONS .-, & « ,
RABBIS ARON KOTLER ABRAHAM KALMATOWITZ I M GORDON
152 RASSAU STREET

NEW YORK, K.Y,




EXECUG.IVE DI"L‘CTOR ‘“A? REF
WASHINGTOH, D. C.,

The impending fate of the pitiful romnant of European Jewr,v, impela :
us to respectfully suggest the following steps for their rescuag 7

1} A warning by the President to’ the (orman Gpvernment and paoplef
that the planned exterminatlon of hhe Jews in Hungary and in all the con-
contration osmps, will be retaliated with greatéest soverity. The British
and Russian Govermments are to be requested to issuo similar Qafnings.

2) The military comoand, headed byr ‘fenoml baight D. Eiéanﬁowqxb
is to issue a similsr whrning to the Cemnans, .

3) An mppeal by the Preéidant to the Hungarian people to protecs
the Jews and to strongly oppose all sttempts at theoir doportation snd
extinotlon. The appesl should exprerss hhe certainty that such actionrﬁry
the Hungarian people is within thelir power and highly possible unidey
present conditions in Hungary, and would react in their fE'vo_r and best
interests. The British and Hussian Yoveraments are to be roéuesteii to
issue similar sppeals to the Humgarian psople.

4} That the State Uepartment make a pressntation to the Vatigan
that the Vatican issue an open appeal to the people of Hungary and tn
the glerios therein to lend every protection to those singlagi nil» Ol‘_
extermixmtion, and to the Jews in Hungary who have bscome the partioular

targets of the Fazis,

5) 4 proposal that all internees in ell concentration i;am‘gé areito

be declared prisoners of war, and to entitle them to the prot_'ecﬂro,n'- of
such gtatus. We urge that this step be takeﬁ even 1f retaligticn’f‘qa'hiriotr
be carried out. It looms large as a method of possiblé roegue” and’ is
warranted by the seriousness of the s;tuation and the fast fali;lhgz é!’xadmv -
on the rescus situation, : RSN '“

6) It has beon proven that the judicious dispositibb of funds has

saved meny lives., We urge the continued use of this method and we re’-

spoctfully beg thst larger sums bo made avnilabls for negotiationa for

the resouo of thoss still held by the Germana.

" land headsd by Mr. Sternbuch stands ready to give every oooperation ln

oxploiting this resoue.method to the fublest degreea. :

Respeotfully submitteq, v

VAAD HAHATZALA FRMBROENOY , QOMMTTTRE "<



EipRANDUN TO THE HONORABLE JOHN, W. PEHLE
EXECUYIVE DIREGTOR, WAR REF- % BOARD. - -
WASHINGTON, D. C. CLE

The impending f£ate of the pitiful remnant of Burqpean Jewry, igl;ela
'us to respectfully suggest the following atepsli’or their rescuag V :
1} 4 x;nn'ning by the President to the German Go%rernment ax’x;i,p_eople
that the planned exterminstion of bhe Jews in Fungary and in all the co'n-:
contrat jon oamps, will be retaliated with greatést severity. The Britis‘hr
and Russian Governments are to be requested to issue similay warnings.
2) The military comusn@, headed by uehernll. Dwight D Eisenhower, 7
i3 to isswe 2 similar warning to the Gormans, ' = '
3) An appesl by t&m President to the Hungarian peoople to protect
the Jews and to strongly oppose all sttempts at their deportation and
extinotion. The appeal should express bhe sertainty that such aotion by
tne Fungarian people is within their power and highly possible under '
present oconditlons in Hangary, and would react in thelr favor an& best
1nteresté. The British and Husslan Yoveraments are to 'berraquested to
issue similar sppesals to the Hungarlsn people. .
4} That the State Vepartment make a presantatiorn‘ to the vaticsn
that the Vatican issue an open appesl to the people of Hungary and; t6
the cleriss therein to lend every protection to those singlpd o
Vextermination. and to the Jews in Hungary who have bscome the partionlar
targsts 0f the Nagis.
5} A propoeal that all i:nterneea in all ocongentration oamps’are to
be deslarsd pris-on.‘ei-s of war, and to entitle them to the pbrb'tkeétriob of. »
such status. We urge that this step be taken even if retaliation canuo£
be oarried outs It looms 1lsrge as a method of possible rescue and is
warranted by the serlousness of the eituation and the'fast £alling. shadow
on the rescue situation. N ; : ; : ) 7 7 :
8) It has beon proven that the judlolous dlsposition of funda has
saved meny lives. We urge the continued use of this method and we Yo-
spectfully beg that larger sums be mads availa'ble ‘foi ne@ot'ia'tions ifor
the resoue of thoss atill held by the Germana. Our Oommittee '”n amzer
! 1and headed by Mr. Sternbucb stands roaﬂy to glve évery. cooparation 1n
oxploiting this resous method to the fullast degrees. '
nqypeotfully submittéd,

VAAD' HARATZALA ESERGENOY oommwm e

A
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© APOSTOLIC DELEGATION
3339 Massachusatts Avenue
¥ashirgton, D. C. :

No. sBL/AZ - - Suly 27, 1944

Yy desr ir. Stettinius;

In further reference to your note of
dune 24, 1944, conecerning the status of Jews interned in Qermany and
other Axis-controlled countries, I am pleased to infoiwm you of the
content of a communication fust received ﬁ'om His Eminence, ‘the
Cardinal Secraetary of State.

His Ednence informs me that the Holy Ses hastaned to ask
the intersst or the Apostolic Nunciatures in Germany, Roumanis,
Hungary and Slovakls, for the purpose of obteining for the :
unfortunate interness in question trestment similar to that granted
to civilien internees to¢ whom the provisions of the (eneva Couwnticn
are applied by analogy.

To the preaer.f: Hig Eminence has received a raapcmae fron tha
Apostolic wunciaturs in Budapest, informing him that the Government
of Hungary will anthorize the sending of pagkages of foodstuffs
through the channels of the Red Cross to persons. :mtemed in
concentration camps,

i am confident that as soon as other replies are reoaived
from the various Hunclatures His Buinence will inform me of .
tralr content, and I shall be happy‘ to transmit them to,yon.

#ith the amssurances of my highest aensiderntim and of ny
desp personal regard, 1 remain

- Yours very sincerdly,

8/s A. 9. Cloognani
Archbishop of Laodicea
Apostolic Delagatse

The Honorable » ‘
fdward R. Stettinius, Jr. )
Under Seoretary of State,

c/c Abrshamsa, Akgin, Friedmsn, Hodel, Mann, Hccomaok, Marks,
Pohle and Sargoy




APOSTOLIG DELRGATION
3339 kensachusetts Aveénue
¥Washington, D. C,

No. 531/42 ‘ , June 26, 1944

¥y dear wr. “tetiinius:

I wish to acknowledge your épe
teemed comnmunication of June 24, 1944, regarding the plight-
of Jews ond other persoens datained in camps by the Germen
and satellite governments for reasons of race, religien or
political bellief,

Today 1 have commmicated the substanca o¢f your
comnmunication to His Fminence, the Cardinal Sasretary of
State, and 1t is a pleasure to assure you that the tloly See -
will do everything in ite power to obtain for these unforburintes
a treatment similar to thet accorded to eivilian internecs.

As soon as a response is received from the Hely Ses it
will be my pleasure te inform you of the contant of ‘the sama.

With the assurances of iy ixighes’t considaration, and of
my desp versonal regard, [ remain

fours vary asincerely,

(signed) A. G. CICOONANI . . . -
Archbishop of Laddicea -
Apostolic Delegste
The Honorable
Edward R. S‘batt.ix;ius

Under Seoratary of State




APGETOLLG DRLW{}A"IOH
3339 kanssdehumotts Avenue
Haghington, D. C.

Koo  581/42 S Cauly 27, 194

¥y rdesr Mr. Stettinlus:

- In further refarence Lo your note of
dune 24, 1944, cuncerning tho stetus of Jews internsd in Garmany. end
sbher Axie-oonirollied countries, [ sn pleased to infore you of thé
sontent of z commsunication just reseived from :ils Eminence, the
Cardinal Saorstary of Stata. :

His #duence inferms mo thut ioe Loly See hastened Yo ask
the interest o the Apostelld Nunclatures in Gerauny, Roumsnie,
tungary and Slovakia, ior the purpome of ebtalhing for the
unforiunate interness in questlon trestument similer to thet granted

to dvilisn lnlernees to whom the provislons of the Geneva Conventlion
are applied by analogy.

To the present His Eslnence has received a raagpomese {ros tha
Apestolie Kuncilature in Hudapest, informing hix that the Governmant
of hungasry will auvhorize the ~sending of packeges of foedstuffe
through the channals of the ded russ o perscns interned in
concantration camps. )

I am confident thut as soun as obher replies are race).vad
t‘rom the various #unclatures His Easinenge will inform ze of
tiodr eontent, anz I shall be happy to transmit then Lo you.

i Vhe assurences of my higbest oonaidar&tion and of wmy
deap personal regerd, I rewain

- mE o

Yours very sincerely,

8/8 &. 3. Cloognani
Archblshop of Laodidesa
Apostolic Delegate

The Henorable
Fdward f. Stettinius, Jdr,
Undar Secrotery of State.

o/s  sbrahewson, Akein, Friedman, Hodel, ‘:mm, I&ucomaﬂk, Mnvks,
Pohls and Sargoy




APOSTOLLGC DELRUATIOR
4339 kassachusatts Avenue
»'fx’ashlngt.m, De Go

%oe S3L/4R , - .  June 26, 1944

My depr =r. “tebltiniuss

 wish Lo acknowledge your ag= -
teumad comunication of Juna 24, 1944, regarding the plight
oF Jews end other persong detained in camps by the Oerman
and gatellite governmemis for ressons of race, religion or
politienl ballal,

Today i hava comaunicated ths substance of your
comeunication to His fminencs, the Cardinal Ssorstary of
Stete, snd it is a plsesure to assure you that tha Holy See .
wiil do everything in its power to obtain for these unlfortunstes
a treatment similar to izl nccorded to civilian interness.

aB soon ag & responsg 1s recwived frow the poly dee 1t
will be my plessurs tu inforz yeu of tbe contani ¢f the soma.

Zith the sssuraness. of my highest cenglderation, and of

my Geep persunail ragerd, [ remaln

Yeurs very sinseraly,

(signed) A. G. GICCONANI
Apchbishop of Leodiecer
- Apogtolic Dalegate

The Honorable
Edward 1. Stettinius

Yndar fearebary of State
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- FROMs - Ameriaan Logation, Bern ;77'
TO+ ~ sooretary of State, Whuhington R
DATEDs ~ July 3, 1944

NOMBER: 4226 c

It io steted in Swiss note of July 1, pursupﬁt'fi;at :
paragraph notice pumber one summariesd in Logatidn' 8 :oéblo of
July 3, no. 4223, that swiss Legation in Bérlin:cbﬂr;:ﬁﬁi'ﬂ
angwsr from German Foraign Office that no inter'n@qnt camp 7'
exists bearing names Bostorost in Bileslé atn'd Bérgéﬁ near-
Dresden. It is suggéatad by Swiés Legaticn in Berlin that
Bergau oamp mey be Bergen-Belsen near Celle, Hamover, whiéh is
a gpeolnl oanp fof assembling exchangeable personar(oépqhihlly'rr
Jews) who do not possess pationality of states whioh'éiitzer- :

land represonte. The second oawp might woll oonoorn'fofﬁer
internment oamp for Britiah men at Tostin 3110511.

With a view to undertak&nb inquiry oonoerning doported
peraons, a ropresentativo of the Swiss Legation in Berlin will
visit Vittel oamp early in Julye 7 7

Foregoing has reference to American Interaat;, OOrmny.

HARRISON

DCRsVAG 1/7/&4

cecbBoaly, Abmhauonn Akzit Barnstein Borenstein Ooln DnBoie Frisdman Gaston
Hodel Isaushlin. Leaser Imxford Manm Mamnon Marks lccomok Barsow Standish Stevars
Yeinstein, H, D, White, Pahls Files. :

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept Letter, 1-11- 72 .

"By R. H. Parks DauS,E,P_T 9 7972
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