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~~L~. (.r~.jv Hft,.!U;~:t.Y -: 
~~~ ' -- - ... ~-- 'l' 

The following tor Huddle and MeOlelland 1s WRD 3H. 

In dew ot vell~known German pral1t1o• ot exte~i~~tJne Jettll:hC~ ~~~~{~_T: 

surviving in a111 area p:re?1oue to ue eva,cu"~1oll• D.t>ai-tiultlt a#cr · .•;> 
WRB consider 1t neoossapY once more to draw a~titfiti~ll ht ~tt§&t. · 

-' · . .::. -~ '~" --

t.nd Inte2'Cl'OfJiil author1 t1ee. to the danger ·ractld .bJ t~ .ffrtill!ih auf... •· · 

v1vo:rs 1n German-controlled ten1tOJI1o ... .. .. . . . · ....•. ·.·.·. <·~ 

----· Aocord!ngly $ 1 t · "Otill be appreciated 1't y® willn.:felft[i/1'::;~~,,~~~ 
-,-' -::-" 

~ .; ·~Fore gn Minister and Preeident of Interei"'ec. and urge that con. · 
_.___:,-:·rm . -__ - __ --_-,-,-~-~-~-~------,_ ---_- : __ ---

~· ':', ~~ tlnu d efforts be mad~& trom now on to keep the wJ"ftvins Vlo'UIIla· ' 

~ [5oft d persscutio~ ·~i~e ~~lng the co,~~g st~s .. o~ boetU~U~a~ ,.~, 

" ~:~:: .. :~~:::::~:::::!:;-::. ::·::.1~;;.;~:01;.!;.~.0! 
~ ~::·~~:: ::.:::d·:.::~:;·:::;z ~~~~~t~~~i~- .·J~l 

you ehoul.d also m~nuon Qft7. otber looallt1~a;~o~:'ng1of1e~\\tlt~;e,}<f!1tJ~ '.:~~:~ 

are believed bJ you -to surv1ve. . I : . ;_.- ··.~~,:; 
ln )'0\\1'" OOnteHnOGS \f1tb SwiBe foreign lU.lUeier''tina:znte~:rb•a ''-- -_ ·---: -. :-::-->···-· :.- :'-::-~~--~---<_.-.i.-··,-.-·. 

Pres1dsnt 1t ahwld be -made ._ol~at-.. th-~~nt~,~": .. ~et'~~~~n~:f~t~~~c+,q,~~~~·. , > · 
that f:reqUen~ and e,Ctenllec'l Yb1to·ot' Bt-f~·~ "9~e ),.:a~~'i'Irttex'crof!.l!.·; ' .. 

:~:::·:.1·~:~~:: :~~=~;:~ii~~~; . -~~~~::.1!~1~~~: .... 
· '· ··. · ·· : ::exterm1nAt1on;,' ·.•· • :. 

. DECLASSIJ!IED ' > 
~tate Dept. I;etter;i:ii-'72: · 

By R. H, l'~k~ . . 
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sxterm1nat1on. This ,method. proved 1ts 

wl:lere, thanks to the p:remence of.5t.fhs andlntel'oroso 

nel, tnan1 lives a.ppea:r to .have been eaved. 

Furthe:rmore. you should emphasize to Fore1sn. Minister and 

Intercross PraciCJ.ent th\'11 mounting eTidanoe ot cont'uslol). ~ong . 
J.oCle.l Gorman oftic!als a,nd. their increasing aocneibiU.t,- ·to· 

I psychological pressure aeelting to dhauad.e tfiem fl'OIIl. exe~ting 

extermination policies otl.'de.red bJ" oert~Ain GeJ>man aut1lorit1Qe, 

and urge tba.t full advantage be taken of this etate ot lllirid 1rt 

the intereat of sa.v1ng iivee, ·thr.ough unofficial ae well ae · 

official enannela. 

More partioularly 0 in ·v~iew~ ot German ooneent to permit 
I 

Interorose inspection and oare tor Hunga1•1an Jews engaged ~~]j) 

tox-ced labor ~ P-,; 

(enclosure l ·to rour de~patoh 10~3 

. - .. -. 

sue.rd J.:l.vea ot tbh larse_st sroup ot Je,.,a S\\l'V1V1ng·~nd.er' 
· ..... 

- _- .-. 

Please endeavor to makt'J o+ear to flw1se and. Interor<u~iS' . 
-- ._ .. - " ;· .. > . ·: . 

that the activities suggested above should. tie act).'iel)' ~J'-oo 

aued aa long aa the danger cont1nueso 
- ·- :~ 

Please advise Depax-tment and WNl ot.Sw1al! al\d:Intercro,. 
reaet1onQ · . ~ic:/,':}fP·.i~_Hi;" · .· ~\ . .' 

-, , :'·.' 
~ :·,.:;- .;:·-. -:.; 

~~.....:c...:·-- .. -,_ .: -~- .,_, 
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The toll owing flt'ol'll l'llUl tor Hc0lel,.l$ndt · 

It would be helpful 1f you ina_uired at tre<i1~erit 

what spec1t1o action SwiB&l andlnterorou are 

out tho abQYG suggestions. 

In view of the B1tuaUon as outlined above 

JOUr recent reports 1ndioating efteotiveft19U of pub~1o11iy and 
- . 

other forms ot peyo)lolog1aal prcssuro upon German oft1o1ale, • · 

you aro requested to make syeoia.l eftor'UI through ail ohannel.s 

a.vllilabla to fOU to 1.ncreaf!e eucn pressure J~i th a viet1 to eare­

glAUdine:; the Uvea ot the surviving v1ot1ma of Nu1 per!eQtl't1on. -~•··· 

~IRBtMMV1KG 
1/8/4.6 

S'l'ETnNIUS 
_(GHW) . ·. 



CABLE TO HUDDLE AllD ;,;cCLELLAND, BERN, S'lfiTzERLAND 

I In view of well-lmown German pr~ctice of exterminating Jews su.rv:!.f:l.ng · 
in any area previous to its evacuation, Department and \'IRB co!jsider it 
necessary once more to draw attention of Swiss and Intercross authorities 
to the danger faced oy the_ JeWish survivors in German-controlled territory. 

Acc8rdi:1:;:;r, it 'l:ill be appr~ciated if you vr.i.ll v:i;sit Swiss Foreign 
Minister o.nd President of' Intercross, and urge that continued efforts be 
made from now on to keep the surviving victims of Nazi persecutionalive 
dllring the cor,ing stages of hostili tios in Europe. You shouldspecifically 
mentior: in this connection the three largest concentr_ations of Jews in A;lds 
territory known to exist, viz. Lodz with ·6o,ooo to 80,000 ·inmates, Theresieri-

-stadt 'lr.ith 40,000 to 60,000 inmates, and camps near Vienna withl8,000 
inmates, and you should also mention any other localities or regigns where· ' 
Jews are beH eved by you to survive. 

In your conferences with Swiss Foreien Minister and Intercross President: 
it srndd be made clear that this Goverrunent considers that frequent and 
extended visits of S'vr.i.ss Consuls and Intercross delega.tes to places and 
regions where Jews are concentrated constitute one of the most -effective 
rr:eans of preventing their further extermination. This method proved its 
effi.cac;y in Budapest 'where, thanks to the presence of Swiss and Intercross 
personnel, many lives appear to have been saved. 

Furthermore, you shGuld emphasize to Foreign Minister and Intercross 
President the r.:tountiP-t; e lli.dence of confusion among local German officials 
and their increasing accessibility to psychological pressure seeking to 
dissuade thein from executing extemir:ation policies ordered by central 
German authorities, and urge that full advantage be taken of this state of 
mind in the interest of saving li vas, through -unofficial as well as official 
channels. 

Eore particularly, in view of German consent to permit :Iptercross in­
spection and care for Hungarian Jews engaged in forced labor·'in Germany arid 
German-occupied territory (enclosure 1 to your despatch_ N1,32·n:f December 6), 
please request immediate and continuing Intercross action -to f!afeguardc-livea 
of this largest group of Jews surviving under Germanrule. · 

Please endeavor to make clear to Swiss and Intercross that the activities 
suggested above should not be limited to one-time acts of intercession, but 
should bo actively pursued as long as the danger continues. · 

Please advise Department and WRB of Swiss and Intercross reaction. 

The follovr.i.ng from WRB for MCClelland: 

It would be helpful if you inquired at frequent intervals what specific 
action Swiss a.nd Intercross are taldng to carry out the above suggestions. 



Ill vie'fi of the situation as outJ,ined abo-ve ru1d in yiew 
recent repox-·l'.s indicating· effect:Lvenesf) of pub~eU,y and . . . . ot 
psycbo~ogica.l pressure upon Gerta!ln of'.ficials, ;y()U are req_uea'!;ed to make 
special efforts through all channels available 1;o you t.o increase su.c}l 
pressure with a view. to safeguarding the Uvea of the auxvi'v~g victi.nls 
of Nazi persecution. · 

THIS IS 'il1lB BE~N CABLE NO. 356 • 

11:30 a.m. 
January 8, 1945 

. -. 

Miss Chauncey (for thl!l Secty) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, 

Hodel, Marks, McCormac b.- Pehle, Files 

l ,. 



W asbington Office 
1720 SIXTI!BNTH ST., N.W. 

Michigan 4480 

Mr. J. w. Pehle,. 
Executive Office of the President, 
War Re~~ee Board, 
Washington, 25, D. c • 

. Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Please accept 1!\V thanks for yo1Xr letter 

of January 6th together with the letter from Dr. Riegner • 

NG:FR 

. Sincerely yo'\lt's, 

_I( a.~-, 7..~~<-~ -~ 
Nahum Goldmann . . . 

v 



- JAN6 1945 

Dear Dr. Goldman: 

Enclosed herewith is a letter dated December 12, 191,4,-

and its enclost~es, from Dr. Riegner which were received for you 

through the United States Legation in Bern. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
World Jewish Congress, 
1834 Broadway• 
Hew York, ~ew York. 

Enclosures. 

..-./. 

Very trW.y yours, 

J. w. Pehle 

Executive Direqtor 



I' 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

'lorn, :JeceT!lber 15, 1944._ 

Plc~se find ~-tt2che~ ~leJ~eto ~ covering letter 
/ 

._.21~· . . _:s:::ic-~; c,£ =:·e:-,_cTts ·aho:~e f0r·,-r::<.l'<:ling tci tl1e ·,-rqrld 

c:c:·='_->, '!or:;rc•cs {l-!:·. r;::-.iKr:: cfoJ:dr:v:mn) in ITew York would 
I 

J:':ie;:;ner of the \(. J, C, 

-·- Ciencv~c nd clec:l ···iLi"L the .;U1Jjectc outlined in Tir. 

I tLiYJ.~-~ it r;ic!lt oe of intc;rest to you <cnd other 

<•.Jo:lC.-,;r;- of the I3oarc1 to read over the first set concerning 

the ·;_H~:;tion of a collective intercession by countries 

f::~o:oE: nationals are·· in 'Schutzhaft 11 in Germany or Germe.n 

c.o::.1trolled areas throug1l the Vatican or the Neutrals and 

::erhg,_:_-,G tl1e I,C .n.c. Th:Ls matter was last referred to in 

t.he ::-.eg['tion's '?998, December-7th. and is very nmch "in 

the <.tir" these days. ·''s ~'c:t, however, the~I~C.R~-c. has not 

receivecl an ansvier fron the German Government. 

V~e.r;.~7;0~ 
Roswell D. McClelland ---~-Enclosures: For 

·.vorld Je\·.fish Congress. 

.John Pehle, Esquire 

Executive Director, 

Special Assistant to 
the American Minister. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

\Jar Refugee Board, 

Washington 25, D.c. 
By R. H. Pru·ks Date..s.E£.J. 2 1972. 

l 
i _, 
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Dr. Nachum Goldmann 
World Jewish Congress 
11l34 Broadway 
1:ew York 

Dear Dr. Goldmann, 

WORLD JEWISH CONGHEES 

l. I al'\ sending you enclosed herewith minutes of a gathering 
held on my initiative at the office of the Czecho-Slovak 
•·,\inistu in Geneva, Dr. J. Kopecky, with the participa ti_on 
of rerreEentativeE of.ten governments or Hed Cross organisations, 
with the view to deliberate in common on a collective demarche 
of all ·interested governments, with the aim to ameliorate the 
smtuf.' of interned ann de~orted civil populations. As you will 
f.'ee from the minutes and the accoMpanying letters, tha decision 
iE now with the various govErnments, and I should like to ask 
you to rop:rort by any means at your disposal the proposal so 
that a speedY action may be t.<J.ken. 

2. Furthermore, I am enclosing a confidential note received 
from the International Red Cross Committee concerning the 
fi tuation of Jews in Croatia. According to other news there are 
by now 60C Croatian Jewe _interned in the camr of Jasenovac, 
A.nd 114 in the ca·1p of Star~gradiska; further 1l6 Jews are at 
rresent in the :r:rison of tepqglll.va.. On the other hand, I called 
;rour attention to the dtuatjon--of about l.::DO Croa-tian Jews 
v1ho feem to be at present in Topusko, liberated Croatia, and 
hor:e that our Jugoslav friends in America have meanwhile been 
able to contact them with the view to alleviate their situation 
which seei'lB to be very bad ipdeed. The group of Topuskohave 
asked UE to call special attention of the Jugoslav Prime l~inister 
Dr. Subsaic to their si~Aation. For your attention I am repeat, 
ing the addreEs of the·. hommede confiance of this group whom you 
~y contact: •,Jr. Dragan Zvijezdic /via Bari. . . _ ,·i ;_ ··--

. . . Delivered Croatial§ic:7' · - ,. 

3. I am furthermore senC!ing you a letter equally received 
from the Inte1national Eed Cross concerning an appeal received 
from their delegate in Rumania, with the request to forward it 
to you at the occasion of the Atlantic City Conference. As this 
ar.peal arrived unfortunately too late in Geneva, I ain commUni­
cating it to you herewith only. I hope that you will have dealt 
with the Rumanian question meanwhile, althoUgh I have had no 
answer from you on my repeated cables. You will certainly under .. 
stand that this is not a way of encouraging the newly elect·ed 

/ Eection 
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section in Rumania which have rut great hopes in 
roctivity. 

4. I received 2 co·muunication:o fro!'l the Comite de Defense 
deE Juifs in Bruxelles, dated October 20 and October 77, in 
reply to ny letter of October 10. As those communications 
were also addressed to you directly I trust that they will 
c>_lreRdy be in your rossession end that you will already be 
in contact with _saio committee. 

5. I "'' requeeted from all Eicles to give details on the 
deliberations of Atlantic City. You are putting me in rather 
inconvenient a Ei tua tion by neither cabling me the most important 
deciEions nor sending r.1e the i"lportant !1\9.terial; Please have 
thie settled without delay, and arrange also that I ehould 
receive also, i"lnJediately, all the publicatiorie of the Institute 
for Jewish J.ffairs. 

Very sincerely yours, 

/ s/ G. 'I, Reigner 

WORLD JEV:n::..H CONGF:.EES 
Geneva Office 

--~- .,_ ~ ' 

_j 

--~~ 



Translation 

Pttrmanent Delegat·e of the Czecho!llovaid!ln 

P.spublic to the League of Nations 

Reference: 
13 
Dr JK/K 

Dr, G, Riegner, 
'1/orld J.,wish Congress, 
Genev~>., 

Dear Doctor: 

The further the war develops.,·. the more the situation of the civilian pcpu.­

lations under thA rule of the occupying Power beco~es intolerable, Arbitrary in­

ternments, -ss deportations from oc,..uyied countries, yersecution of persons 

politically Ullde si::r:tle to· the occupying Power, exterminatiGn and deportation. of 

.;"ewish citizens of all countries, have become charc.cteristic features of tha total 

w~r which Germ&ny carries on ~gaimst all occupied countries in Europe. 

Jivilian populations do not enjoy in fact any guarantees of their rights or 

treli.tml!nt, Despite th"' efforts ra:i.df! by various governments and Vii.riou.s pri"Y'ii.te 

or~-anizations, it hli.s not yet ·oeen possible to make t"he occupying Power treat 

civilian internees and. d~norte"ls from occuoied countries in accord,ance ~lith the 

principles established in the Gencv:a: Coitve~tion of 1929 ·and the Tokyo Drai't of 

1934, We ·oelieve, however, that the f~<.vorable evolution. of the ,,~ar'&rtd:·the· · 

fact tnat a pli.rt of German territory has now in its turn be1'!n occupied by the 

Allied powers consti tutl'l pai·ticul;;;.rly favorable conditione for a new· Attempt 

to obtain from the occupying Power the application of the legal gue.rantees 

provided in the above-mentioned diplomatic instruments in favor of civilian 

populations and to induce the occupying Power to change its negative attitude 

hitherto ~nift~stP.d in this connection, ~le believe, indeed, thli.t a collective 

demarche of all interested countries whose territori_es.P.re a_t~-p~se~t ~~holly 

or in part occupied by Gerw•ny and ~1ho se civilian populations ar·e therefor 

exposed. to the v1orst sufferings and persecutions on the pra.rt of the occupying 

Power should be add.ressed to tlru neutral powers and the International Committee 

of the Red Cross with a vie11 to obtain through their int<'lrmediary the applica.;,.· 

tion of the legal guarantees of the GenPVR Convention and of the Tokyo ":Oraft 

Convention to the ciVilian populations of the countries·occu~ied by th~ occupy­

ing Pr.nmr, 

To permit us to consider together the measures which might be taken with 

"- view to such a collective demarche of all interested countries, I have the 

h<tnor to invite you to be present at a meeting which will to.ke pliO\ce on Friday, 

November 17, 1944, at 3:00p.m. at the Czechoslovakian Delegation, 24 Avenue 

de Champel, Geneva, second floor. 



-2-

I would ba happ~· if you cou.ld take part in 
at the meeting by one of your c_olleagues~ 

Ple61.se acc•pt, dear Doctor • the expression of uzy- high 

/s/ Dr<J.Kopeclcy 



Translation 

Permanent :Dele~-te of tl:.e Czechoslovakian 
Republic to the LAague of Nations 

Dr. G.B.illgner, 
\'/orld Jewish Congress, 
GenevG., 

Deo.r ;Joctor: 

I have the honor to trl<nsmit to you the attached minutee of the meeting of 
Jovember 17, 1944, dP.voted to an exchange of views rGgarding the measures which 
could be taken together in order to iun_Jrove the fate of ci vili•m populations in 
territ'lries under Germ.-..n occupr.tion, 

In view of the fact that the repres~•tives whe po;.rticipated at that meet­
in& have been uno;.nimllus in considering that a collective dema1·che of all govern­
ments inter" st ed in this quest ion is useful and necessary, I take the li b~rty of 
sugga stint; tv you to submit without dela;,' th"' follot1ing l)roposit ion to your govern-' 
:oent :<nd to iuq'J.ire from it ns foll<H1s: 

(l) Wtet:C:er it consents to t<.ke -rJ<'.rt in a·c1llllf'ctive demarche of.all 
interested govemment s t1i th :... •tiew to 'improve the fate of the populations 
interned in or deported fr-om~ t~rrit-ories occupied by Gerllllllly. 

(2) \1'hether it ... grees tli&i-·such R collective de:iJarcJ:;e should b~ 
addressed to: 

(a) 
(b) 

the International Committee of the Red Cross 
the Holy See 

(c) the gov,.rn!llents of neutro•l countries (SI·Iitzer­
l~<nd, Sweden, Spw.i.n, Irelr.md), with&. view to inviting 
the~ to address represent&tions to the'Ger~n Government, 
ind i•.'idually or by common action, in the sense ind..i.ca'b.ed: 
~nd on behalf of all the interested governments. 

(3) Whetl:"r it approve-s that the aim of such a demarche should be to 
'-Sk the German Government to accord to persons interned, deported, or other-" 
wise dBprived of freedom of movement in the territories occupied by Gerlj\li.ny, 
.,.r.d especially to political detainees, to foreign workers departed to G.er­
m;.;.ny and to deporterl Je~lish citizens, the gua.rantees and treatment analog<ms 
to those en,joyed by prisoners of war,. pursuant to the Geneva.:Convention o;f 
July 27, lS29, as has been providecl in favor of n.ll civilian internees.under 
Article 17 of the Tokyo Draft Convention of 1934. 

These guara.ntees include particularly: 

(a) 
state of 

Oornrounl.cv.tion to a neutral body of the place of residence and 

health of detainees and the right of correspondence in their favor. 

j-
! 



(b) Conditions of life consistent \1:j.th 
treatment, :!.edging, feeding, e.nd. hygiene are con,cerned,; 

(c) The :::-ight of the detainees to be vi~ited by a 
of- a neutral agency. 

(d) The right of the detailtees to r~ceive financial relief, :pack .. 
ages, medicaments, etc. through thl" intermediary of a neutral agency. 

n.s has been provided in the course of the meeting of November 17.
1

1944, 
hold myself at your entire disposal for an exchange of information :regarcling 

the situliltion of the det£~inl'les, deportees, aad civilill.n internees, as well as 
concerning the det'.arches already undertaken by your eovernment, betweerr the 
participants of that meeting. 

I am C<Pt··•r.cPd that the exch•mge of such information can serve as br•sis for 
a new exch~nge of views regarding the problems in queation, to which I will -have 
the gre••t pleasure of invitin~; ;'ou c.t a later 'late, 

Please :i'.c.~ept, i~P..r Joctor, the assurance of ra-:1 distinguished ·sentiments. 

/s/ Dr. J. Kopecky 

Permanent Delegate 

Lnclogu.re. 



Transia tion 

Minutes of the meet"!.~ held on -November 17, 1944 
------ slovakia.n.Delegation 

Pr'lsent: 

Dr, J. Kopecky 

l,;r, Soneriu 

L. C~rtese 
P, Anker 
Dr, Va;.cnnin 
:!)r, !l.tee;ner 
E. Clouzot 

Dr, M. Alcxandrovic 

Jonkheer C.H,L. Flugi 
van Aspermont 

Per·manent Delegate and Delegate of the Czecho...; 
slovakian Red Cross 
Dele gate of the Rumanian Red Cross 

Goverziment &~nd to th!! lnter.nl2.tionli.l Red Gross 
Permanent Delegate of Greece to the Le~>.gue of 

Nations -
Consul Gentn·al of l taly 
Of the League of ~ationG, representing Norway 
Delsgate of the Yugoslo.vian Red _cro!UJ 
\~orld Je\·Tiqh Congress 
Chief of the French Ni ssion of the Ninistry for 

Prisoners of War, DeportAes, andRefugees 
Authorized to ta:m the place of Prince S, Radziwill, 

P~rm~nent Delegate of the Polish Red Cross 
Delegate of the Red Cross of the Dt<t.ch lndies, 

authorized to r"present l·lr. van Notten, Consul 
General of the Netherlands 

:SelgiliUl 0onsul, authorized to reprf!sent !4r, de­
Caritat de P~rrlizis, Charge dfAffaires of 
Belgiulll 

Dr. J. Kopecky sur!llllarizea t.he -purp-Ojj&-of tlie meeting. It -concerns, on the 
initi&.ti•.•e of Dr. Riegnl'r, the tmdertaking of a collective dP-marche of all the 
count:-i!!s whose territories are now ~~holly or in part occupied by Germany, vis­
o.-Yis the .international Committee of the Red Cross ~J.nd the neutrlil) powers with a 
view to induce them to obtain an "ngagement by Germany to treat civilian deportees 
and detainees i::'. .::.ccordnnce with the principles establi shod in the Geneva Convention 
of 1929 and the Tokyo Draft of 1934, Dr, Kopecky adds thnt time seems to be pro_._ 
pitious for such ».n Rttempt, since the situati•m of the deportees a~d ~e~~inees lie­
comes increasingly precariou3 e~ the war develop-s nnd it may be_that •the Gerttw.ns 
woul.i 'l se rough-neck methods, 

Dr, l-l&>.canh., in his capacity of a Del,.gate of. the Yugoslavian Red Cr-oss, 
warutly thanks Dr. Kopecky for his in vi tat ion and full;)_' approves this suggestion, 
He conside;·s that it "auld be quite appropriate to save at thi.s late hour that 
~rhich can still be saved, 

l·lr. P11ter Anker expresses his thanks to Dr. Kopecky fo:r: his invitation litnd 
considers that it 1~as an excellent idea to have come together to bring about coH_ 
ordination among themselves and their governments, He observea that there are two 



problems to be distinguished: that of civili~>.n populations 
deportees and prisoners i~prisoned in Germany, Mr,Anker 
latter nroblem which ohould interest u.s and ~1hich shou,ld be 
... colle~tive demarche of the -interested countries• since it 
to be solved through the tnt .. :-rediary of thfl Internation~>.l Committee 
Cross, \·rhere"-s the question of civilian populations is more delicate. 

i~r • ..11llker ae.c s t!iat he does not kno\< tJJ what extent ~rioti.S· di"ma,rches were 
a.ddressed to the International Committe" of the Red CrossO but he considers that; 
th"' fact of bP.ing stationed in Gl'lneva is favorable to th"' consideration of these 
~ue at ions "'i ther fr·~m the technical or from ·the general point of view, 

l".r. S~neriu, Permanflnt Delegate of the Rum.ania.n Red Cross, takes the fl@or • 
.t~.fter expressing Ins thanks to Dr; Kopecky, hP. ernphasi?:es th;e advantage of this 
meeting \k,ich will make uo s8i ble closer con tact, He observes tlmt in v:iew of the 
latest political events, Rumania find!3 itself in a more difficult situati,on tha_ll, 
the other countries. lie mentions the C"-S" ci' the RUlllanta.n internees .who have no 
way of communicr1.tinr: 11ith the lnterne.tional CommitteP- of· the Red Cross. Mr. S,oneriu 
is of th~ O;:"inion that, thanks to this meet l.ng, the int~>rl'isted countries could 
take a useful initiative. !-11' proposes, on the oth,.r hand., to organize an exchange 
of news recei v!!d from Germ;;;.ny and· of reports on the steps ~rhich have already been 
taken in t.he direction of the cont11molo.ted dl'!marche, 

Dr. Riegll!'lr ta~l's tne floor and states: The idea to ask Dr. Kopecky to bring 
together the representatives of.the inter~stcd countries h~s.come to him in view 
of the ·changes that hnv..- taken pl9.C'l in the political situation. Parts of Germal'!Y 
itself are already or 1dll be tomorrow in a situation similar to that of occupied 

.. .,......e=-trie-s 1 and -there are certainly so mer 1ltdtca.tion~rurreaa.y tlk'1.t thei'ii'tereated-·-= 
countries will obtain a change of 'Germ&n policy with regHrd to the ci viliR.n popu­
lation, It would be good to press .i.n this direction by ·a· collective demarche of 
~<ll the interested countries, either throUf'h the tnt!!rmediary of neutral powers 
or throu~h the International Co~mitt~P. of the Red Cross, and to obtain the applica• 
t ion of guar<tnt~"!!s. Such a demarche. will aaturally inclu~le all citizens and e.ll · 
the c;;;tegories of persons ~rho suffl'r from German persecutions. Concerning the 
Tokyo Draft, only a few of th" princi,les adopted therein could be made use of. 
Inde .. d, those principles h:we only beE'n ndopted 11ith regard to. the cases of citi-
zens internfld in enemy cormtry e.t the sta.rt of hostilities. \'lith regard to occu-
;:>ied countries, the occup;ring Po11er• hus ref,lsed from. the be{;in~i.hg't~ apply those 
principles. The \•lorld Jewish Congrl'lss has rentnied its demarches to the IIJ.te·1·ne,tional, 
Committee of thP Red Cross, and after an intervention addressed to President !-lax. 
Huber li.nd Dr. C-.rl llurckhardt, o.. note has been sent to the Germans to_a.sk of them 
certain e;u.ar"ntees in f(l.vor of the 11 AualB._!l.ndische Schutzhaeftlinge11 Lforeigri.ere · 
in protective custody - ~ranslator' s not~, politici.l.l detainees; foreign \·lorker!l 1 
deported popalations, and p14rticularly Jewish population's, That_ demarche has not 
yet produced any e::foc~, but it has b"en lell.rned 1mofficially from German quarters 
~:Co..t a reply ~rill be forthcoming. A collective demarche of the interested coun- · 
tries could support and renew the demP.rche of the Red Gross. They cauld address 
themselves ta the neutral countries which come in consideration in order to press 
ther~ to 01.ct, ;;.nd this could eventually be done together '"ith the Vaticnno l<Ir. 
Riegner adds that he would 1~elcome an exch.."tnge of views on this point. 

Dr • Ko:Jecky than~s Dr. Riegner for his brief summary ··,;md sto.te!l that 1.\ll 
&entlemen present are agreed in principle. 

,· 



i•:r. E. Clouzot takes the floor on behalf of ll.r • 
.E'r&nct- in Bern, and ex-9resses his gratificttti~n over:,this O"I:IPa'ru·illlLil 

considers it to be of utmost im~ortance to attempt a _ de>mtlrclhe 
poses to use '' forceful argum"lnt: J•J.Xtaposition of the sum-total of the' 
in ti1e hv.nds of the 1i.llies to t.he sum total of the prisoners in 
Germ&.n~. The q_uestion of ·civilian deportees could be solved in-thee same _manner 
as th..,.t of the prisoners of \.;ar. 

:-lr. Jlouzot relllll.rks in pass in~ th;t the term "political deportee" is not t~xact __ 
in th" pre sent caae an.-1, t.h::>t tho GArmans do not recognize as such anyone except a _ 
fe\~ prowine:r.t personagee. l·lr. Glouzot continues: A certain num'\>61'-of nations ·have _ 
nov1 been lib<lr&.ted,- and thore come now into t.l:P hands of the Alli<!s German. prisone:ra 
who &.re not necessar~:<.y prisoners of war. He1·ein lies ths only means to obtain 
anythinc; frvill tl:.e Germans. To the extent to which the Allies will penetrate into 
Gerlll'ia;r, the GerWQ.ns will have to ado1)t increasingly lioeral meB.s~rcs. 

Dr. lC\Ipec;;;y thanks 1-lr. Clo·.J.zot for his suggestion and believes th•,t it 1~ould. 
C-e useful to m:o.ke concrete suggestions. 

:.;r • .il.nker -.ddf! £An ooservntion on t 'le subject of the term 11 poli t icE>.l deportee" 
~" wl::ich i·lr. Glouzot ~,s drown their li.ttenti~n: In fact, the quel!tion concerns · 
Jiolitic&l dei)ortees, 'Jut it wo'-lld be 1dser to use h. public other terms such as 
civiliom detl<.inr•es or deportees. 

Jonkheer Flugi va:t ;>.;rpermnt, antr,orl.zed to represent the Consul Generw._l of 
tlce Netterlands, te.ke s the_ floor to express his pleasul'e ~ma.king the acquaintances 
of tho .,;c who \iork for the an,ne·. cause. He regrets, -116\~ll've.r, ~-the absence of the 
1:nited St<>.teq of A.illericlit &nd 13{ Great 3r:'.tain, for he consideiis that it is 1rlth 
them tl:<·,t sc!J1ething would have to be done. 

Dr. Kopecky replies imml'ld.ilittely to van .As;:Jerrr:ont in explaining this absence as 
follows: The QUestion ~hould be examined for the moment only among co1mtries whose 
subjects ~<re to be considered. It is only. after a common and concrete _view_ wi:l-1- · .. 
hii.ve b~en agreed upon that the c6-..mtries :in question 1-lili -Rddress themselvea to 
the United States of America and to Great Britain. _ •• -.-

.-~- .... :f -,. 

van .~spermont ap,)roves and continues in suggostil!G to exchange among U:s t}).e_ 
reports concerning the situntion and to tr"-nsmit these reports to their l'eSl)ec__tive 
.;overnments. 

Tl:is s'-lggestion is Ullanimous,ly f.\d?pteQ.. 

Hr. l·lt:le.a, Perm~.<nent Delegate of the Greek Red Cross, Pxpresses 'his approval 
of this intpreeting initiative regarding a collective demarche and adds, in con• 
nection with the concrete proposal of Nr. Clouzet, that, so far as Graece is con­
cerned, 6]-:e \·Ioulo. nevar agl'ee to use the s:rstnm of reprisals. 

l-!r. Clouzot r!!plies that this question has nlso come up bafore the Ji'rench and 
that it r.aa been judged. umlise to speak of reprisals agdnst the Germans. This is 
a possible but complicnted. procedure, The situation 1·1ould cnll rather fl[lr o.cting 
in a :nore diplomatic =nner. 



!·!r. I.tor..ni~e, Consul of Bt!lgium, represto:mting 
3Prn, tl:anks Dr. Kopech.-y for his invitp.tion and assocJ.a,,;e 
itiative in favor of a collective demarche• He regrets 
tives in Bern were unable to take pa.rt-in this meeting; 
<.:CU."ltries most interested in this problem. Mr. Lanni~e adds a 
natun s!wuld be adroit and that it is not a questton'of reprisal~. 

Ever;(Dody expr'}s£es entire ap;1roval. 

Mr. Anker assodb.tes hims0lf with this observation of Hr. L.•1.nnieo, adding th~;t 
this metnod 1,:;epriss.ls - translator's not.i} is not ~onsi.stent with _the principles 
of moro.l i ty for which t:-... A n.:lie:-s fight. 

r.;r. 1. Cor·t,.e<", Consul GenP.rP-1 of Itr.ly, aHer thanking Dr, Kopecky for his 
invitation, "!Z,;>resges hi:; e.9uroval with regard to the -initiative :l,n favor of R 
c;)::ective d.emRrche. It Hill be 1H~c~:~6ary to discuss the 11 how11 • of this demarche, 
to ctoose between reprisals, barga.inin<;, "nd sm:f't language. 

Dr. Alexandrovic, authorized to replace Prince Radziwill, Permanent Delegat~ 
of the Polish Red Cross, will prepare ~ report concerning the discussion. 

Dr. Kopecky tak11s the floor again and thanks the gentlemen,present for the 
interest which they have sho1~n in this initiative. He summarizes the points re­
sulting from the excha11ge of vie1~s, to propose a collective demarche of our goverR­
ments to the Red Cross or to the noutral powers. 

We are all in agreeml!nt to exchange in writing the data ccmcerning cer.tain 
experiences of the Red Cross and other usefUl information. Dr. Kopecky is ready 
te serve as technical intermediary and will take the liberty of forwarding to each 
of the gentlemen present miitu:t.ss ~f this meeting •. Once this report has been studied 
and, on the basis of reports_~hich'each one will havs prepared, the question could be 
discussl'lu. once more and it would already be possible to say, perhaps, what kind of 
demarche should be propose~ to our governments, Each one is, of course, frl'le to 
make such reports as he would consider useful. 

Dr. Riegner is of the opinion that the form of the de~rche should be studied. 
His idea uas to suggest to the International 0Gmmi ttee of the Red Cross !'-nd tG the 
uutral powors thii.t they address themselves to the Oerma!ls.UI;ging them to cha•ge 
the treatment llf civilian dsportees and,-detainees sG -thlt1f when _:their territories 
"-re under Allied rule, the International Committe" af the Red Cross and the .neutral 
powers c11uld dG something in their favlllr. ~'his would be a farm of a dem.-.rche-whioh 
only the neutr11.l powers al'[d the International Cornrni ttee of the Red Cross,- but nllit 
we, could employ. · 

Mr. ·mker observes that the provisions of the' Tokyct Draft Con~ent'ioil_-ga so 
far -- for instancs, the host&.gos must rernab. in the country in 1~hich they; hRve 
':ee!! takon -- ttli.t t'::!c Ge:.·~ans will n..-ver adopt them. O:a the other hand, th_e:y 
are •ot receptive to humanitarian a~d juridical arguments, but could react favor­
able when faced with thrsats. 



Mr. Lanniee takes up the proposal of Mr. Me_lll>a· and JO.TmT'""'"' 

fhe fate of the deportees dopen<~:s on Hilllll!ler and the Gestapl!. 
be addressed to S.JJ.bordinBteR whe~,_fGr theh' part, could not 
circumstance!l. L f - translator_) .. 

Mr. Melas adds that the fate of the internees depends 
and cites an example. 

Hr, Clouzot emphasizes the fact that all demarches must be made in diplomatic 
terms and that action must be t":icG>ll prudently and d!llicately. He cite!! the exli.mpb­
of the Red Cross which h extremely reticent o.bout all infornw.thn \·!hich might be -
publicly revealed with regard t11 deporteos and detai:aees, since this might slow 
do1~n action in their fQ.vor. -

TCI conclude, Dr, Kopecky thanks the representative!! and expresses hi:s_pleasure 
Jl.t having been able to get together the delegates of all the interested co\Ultriee 
and Red Cross societies interested fn the questia.n, this having permitted a very 
us~ful reciprocal acquaint~>ncesh!.R, 

,-.-
.-~ .... ~ ·-
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Sir: 

Translation 

Centro..l Agency for Priscmers of War 

Geneva, December 

Palace oi' the General Ooundl 

a 

'tie h&>.ve the honor t11 bring to your kucndedgf! certain informa.tion coming to 
ue from our delegate in Zagreb concerning the· Jewish community of tlw.t tawn. 

On Octo~er 15, 1944, the Croatian police went to the seat af the Jewish 
comnn.t>1i ty in Zagreb k.nd arrested_ .all. the members of tho~~~t organi zatien who were 
on the spot, and among \>'hom were-tl;.e two directors: Dr. Gluckstahl and Mr. 
Kieicky. 

The reason advanced by the authorities to justify that measure was that 
tv1o meniO<HI! 'Jf the Jewish collllllUnity had false identity papers. This happened 
h. the case of two me11. ~Tho were purt of -a convlly of 50 Jewish persons trans­
ferred from the coastal region to Zagreb. The two Jews in _q1.ust.1Gn sudcf)eded 
h. escaping upon arrival in Zagreb and sought refuge in the Je1~ish ccllllll\llli ty. 
Tho l'<tter lodged and clothed thllm and, at their_ de sire, employed them· in th11 
rAlief action for Jews (pr!!paration of packages, etc.). _ • ,-,-

As sfiCJl!l as the news 11d the arrest "became know11, the delegate of the Interna­
tion"-1 Committee of the Red Cr'ls~ in Zagreb ~m.s requested by the families of those 
concerned to intervene with the authorities in order to obtain their release • 

.Between the 16th aud 25th flf October, 1944, the dele ,gate of the Interna­
tional OCJmmittee of the Red Cr0ss went at least five times to the- ~!inistry of­
u,-. h.hrier in order to aek for the re~lease of all the members of the Jewish 
community, if_.possible, or at le~>.st for the r11leaso of its two directors. 



/ -2-

The efforts of o'lr delegate were finally crown.ed t~ith t<uqcess 
on October 26, 1944, of the two di!'ectors of the Jewish co!l!lininity• 
\lt.her detainees are concerned, the demarches conti_p.ue and there is 
released s11on. On the other h:md, the authorities have refused to releli.se· the hio 
holdors of falSe ~anen, ~>lleging that they had committed nn unlawfnl actpuuish-

~-blc by :;>rison. 

The Je\dsb. communit;)' has no1·1 ~enawed. its lkctivities as in the past, but.had to 
en5age ., large number oi new co~worl::ers. The es,.ential thiJtg, ho~1ever, is that the 
int,.rnl'd J"'ws can again be aided by !in or;:;a~izc.tion authorized to bring aid to the~, 

'fie b"'£: you to consider the a:Co''~' infor~-tior. as confidP.ntial and to believe 
tte assG.rances of o-ur distin~J.ished considerf.ttion .. 

For the Int,.rnati.nnal Committe" of the Re-d Cro-ss 

Dr, Schwarzenberg 

Director, Division of S~ecial Assistance. 
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i"':!'", G, Ri..,gner, 
World Jewish Congress, 
~ 
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_ Translat:j.on 

Internationi~.l Committee of the Red dross 

Cell.tral Af;ency for Prison·ers of Wll<r, 

Geneva, U•n•emb"r 30, 1944 

Received December 4, 1944 

Conc'lrns: RP-li "f to J!!'l~s in Ruwani~>_ 

S!.r: 

'!e just rP-ceiYed t1~o- tPl.~e;rarJs :;""·om aur ('.l"le,sate in Buchart>st, dated respect-
1 'rely Nov,-,mbr>r 20th and 22rd, o_f which ••e ici "f' you the .contents a~ folloi>'S: 

11
\1e have a declaration lrrlttPn by m!'n leading Je,•i3h welfare institutions 

stnttng th~.t costs of respectivP sections of 11elfare work will. be r1et by them 
STOP We helieve that oth"'r ov-ersea institutions ohould ag;·<Jciate themeelve'l 
with JI:O with con~id<'ra·ol!! contributions to assure sn.tisfactory and uninterupted 
<'ctivi,ties in view of lltcky influx of Je•,,s relenst'!d fror.1 compulsory la:;or campo 
anc'. oth"r nMcly from North~:-n 'l'r'lnsyl vania and other liberat'lCI. areas please 
1\\unch imn><>~iatcly tAl~r.:raphic np-peal to tn:~ Jewish ~lorld Congr_Ajl9 onA.:a1ng 
s~Hl'llon «nth 1n .New York to oota1n such ·oart1.c1nnt1on d;nef!! •above-mentioned 
nerson'! con•nder that first d.uty o:!' Co111gress ill. to com~. to the ll.id of e3c"'ped 
~Tar victims STOP Work of relief detachment consists in creating iniorl)latien _ . 
cto:Itltrs in irr-_;;;o:··~-.,t locRli.ties collecting, ex<,mining <tll dscl~<~.-rationl!0 gl'anting 
cnsh relief, food, clothing, lodginG, i;J<:!dica.ments, medical trentmP.nt, inst_il.l-ling 
populll.r kitcilens, orphanages, homes for aged, clinics, seeking out .hidden and 
dispersed populations, returning them to old homes, making findin£G regarding 
deAd o;.::J.d their graves, arrap,:;fi'.; corre!lpondence bet11een dispersed families, 
pz·c~-?lilring return of victims into economic life, giving them advice, 11orking 
materials, tools, openin<, technicnl schools, etc, STOP 1iork directed by 
centrr,l coiPJnittee Bucharest under t;-uide.nce and leadership of your delegation 
supportP-d by nat io:1al subcommi tteeo and J:ll'ovincic.l sections directing and 
surveyin;; activiti~s of relief detachm~nts STOP Situatbn requires i_)rompt 
"ntrance in functions of other detachments which depends on putting at diellosnl 
of sufficient funds other~tise we foresee extraordinary increase of existing misery STOP II 



• 
"Please correct beginning of dec1aro.tion made by emi.grc.tion office_ Chairiilli:n­

Zissa ii<ppeal to ue\·tiah \vorld Congress proposed by mlln of J:i.is :ccui.fidll_ric_e STQl' 
.;;hief of Jewish detachment l.3turned froia Transylvll.nia \1!'! will· s6ort transmit to­
you elCQilrpt from his report STOP 11 

\'ie le;;.ve it to you t·o decid.<:> wh<!ther you consider it necessary to tr"nsmit 
"!;his appeal to the ·,{orld Jewish Congress wJ:-.ich se~ms to be sitting fl.t 'this moment 
ilr New Yo•·:.;:. 

Please acc":;J~ the assurll-nce s of our d.i atinguished considernti~m. 

For the Int~rnational Committee of the Red Cross 

Dr. Schw~rzenberg 

Direct~r, Division of Speci~l Assistance, 
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(;erman Refugees, Despite: Their -"'"'.& ...... ':'~'::'!~· 
Car..'t Decide What They W anf 

Long a student of Gcrrna11 affairs, the writer of this stol'l/ now 
Is in Europe to follow Allied armies aud resume his former post 
as chic/ of the Associated Press Bureau in Berlin. 

By Lo.,is P. Loclmer 
German refugees' and emigrants the world over appear to be 

In one respect only...:.their bitter hatred of Adolf Hitler and- lils 
national socialism. Beyond that, they seem as divided now as :·they 
were during the Weimar Republic-­
U919-1933l when there were seven Mann who- had. helped draft the 
major and. 19 minor political origtn'al declaration, declined to 
parties. become chairman and withdrew at-

Once again the paradoxical sit- together. The committee, In 
nation Is that a people reputed to bUttal, said Mann was .a poet· 
worJbip regimentation becomes ag- a dreamer, constitutionally un­
gresslvl!lY lndlviduallstq, the mo- suited for political leadership; 
ment free expression Is permitted. 'rbe Social Democrats objected 

r i E J · to two Communists on the council. 
New York xamp e Trotzkyites said they saw In 

Right here In. the United States, committee a mere tool of Stalfn. 
a Council for a Democratic Ger- Communists apparently bad no 
many headed by Dr. Paul Tilllch objection to two of their number 

• . ' joining the council. They con-
formerly professor of philosophical ttnued, however, to maintain their 
theology at Frankfort University own Communist line In their organ, 
and now at Union Theological "Th'e German American." 
seminary, New York, has been Dimy Democratic Trend 
organized hy exiled Germans to . _ . 
apeak for all opposed to Nazism. German refugee J~ws publish 

Its platform stood for: weekly organ called Acu f b a • 
1. All who shared responsibility <reconstruction!. Its alUtU.de l!dvisablllty of any org~iled 

for the rise of Nazism must be ex- . .- . crant etrort. 
eluded from the work of creating ward the committee was lukewarm, Meanwhile, the other ldeologlesi 
a new democracy In Germany; took the position that refugees continue to plead their cause. . 

2. German educational lnsllln- s"ould become United Ststes The exiled German Social Demti-, 
tlons must be purged of racist citizens and not bother about Ger- erats under the leadership of 
teach~ and teachings and future many. . Friedrich Stampfe~ · orid Gerhart 
educa on guided wllhln demo- Bitter enders like Emil Ludwig, Seger, g. uidlng spirits of .. the ' ... 'Ne·. u•e.· 
crallo hannels: Leopold Schwa~chlld and ~II- Volkszeltung" of New Y~ ·k, spon-

3. A possible assistance should h~lm Derster, whll deny the exist- the German labor eo~cll. · .. 
be give to United Nations In their e ee of substantial democratic Communis.ts 'continue... pu··.bu .. sh 
poi!Uca) warfare against Nazi Ger- t~~~d~l In v ~~e~ma:pyp, s:wf 1Jt .t';;: heIr German Amerl~ ~:~.llutli 
many. I c c a . e e s or o azls In her mon.thly P heat! on; 

Reactions revealed c I c a v a g e and lmpeliallsm, continues· to talk 
among exiled Germans. Thomas I Lone figures like f~rmer German numerous Stalinist; 



Gtl)t lllasiJinglon t!J.o9t 
DF,~ 2 41944 

, nco-Stallnist and Staliit-ltlflrfenced. 
groups, Leopold· Schwarzschlld · 
'an~ his persmmmr-Jihd a 
' ready hearing in Red Sto.ut·~ · 
organ, "Prevent World War Ill," 

; Gel Lillie Help 
This battle of ideologies goes on 

CiS W(>IJ in Other -p3its oi th~ \\·o_rld, 
wlwrever groups of Germans are 
to he found, -~specially in Great 
Brilain. The Gct'man-Socjal Demo­
cratic Party, after occupation Of 
Czechoslovakia, cho~e LondOn as 
il.'i hPadquarterS in' exile, with Hans 
VogpJ as ehairman. It will have_ 
nothmg to do, however, with either 
tile 'Ft·ee German~· Committee of 
London. or the "'New Beginning'"_, 
group allied with the NPw York ;I 

council for a democratic Germany. 
One difficulty of groups aiming to 

unite exiled Germans on a demo-1· 
rratic platform has been that they~ 
ai·e getting no encouragement by j 
rith<•r the English or American I 
administrations. i 

Free Germany mo\·~menb are , 
better off in that respect. The Free 
Germany committee in :Moscow 
enjoys the advantage over all other 
Ger_man t>mlgre organb:ations of be­
ing permitted to broadcast In the 
German language four times dally. 

In the western h~n\lsphere, the 
~Free Geni1any movement centers 
in Mexico City, Operating lnde­
pendenily of any other moverilept, a . 
group-of Christian German libqrals 

I also\. has started a monthly m.tga-
1 zinc n Santiago, Chile. 

lti. lloli\"ia, a group of nnti-!l,azis 
; repq le<lly has been reported In 
, exist.enre, but it thus far has not 
•commanded lnlernational attention. 
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New Nazi War Reported Ready: I 
jYearsofGuerrillaismAfterPeace 
IInfor~·Fro.mlnside Germany Says Rimmler 

h Traininp; Sabotage Srtuads and Planting 
the Idea That Some Day Hitler Will Return 

Bll Thr Auociattd Pri'JI 

AJ~DORF, Germany. Dec. 13.-Informatlon from Inside ~r­
many · ndicates that~ Adolf Hitler's close fol!o. wers have prepar~ "for 
five Yf rs o! undergtound warfare agai t the Allies after the e• : 
rnan .A ~y has ~olla red. lin rill ing down party met bers 

This Is the Plctm of Gestapo durirn the. occupation, Rimmler 
Ch1ef Hemnch H1m Jer·s master· has ltl the last few months instt­
plan for the struggle, as pieced to- • tutde a ·widespread pr<igrlim to 
gether from various sources: establish double identities for hls · 

H' 1 t t d 1 · henchmen. Identity cards of sol-
lmm er ~ ar e aymg the plans diers killed at the front or civilians 

for undergiOund warfare m the killed in air raids have been given 
last two months of 1943, and these to s. s. men and Nazi women. The 
~Ja~s now are being carried out ;idea is to create ss much confusiorl 
mstde Germany. 

1

. as possible in Gel'IJ'!any a.~d give 
The plans are threefold. embrac- the All1es a tremendous task In 

m.g o~en warfa1~e direr ted from unscrambling official- records. · 
Hitler s moun lam headquarters.. Propaganda Campa~ -
sabotage and guerrilla activit v The propaganda campatgn wUl 

. · be earned on along the same lines 
conducted by partlsan.bands or-· t,tie old Nazi party followed when 

1gamzed by dlstnct.s._:and propa-· it was illr.gal in Germany. Nazi 
! ganda warfare to be carried f>n by i followers have been instructed to 
:some 200.000 Nazi follower&. in. join all pollticai movements and 
'Europe and elsewhere. · Use the mas loudspeakers for Nazl 
i Already picked s. s. !Elite ideas. Funds have been cached 
•Guardr troops hal'e been estab- around Germany to support this 
: lished in uncter"gr6und strongholds campaign. . ·I and hospitals in the Austrian Ba- Every effort wtli be made to play 
, varian and Italian Alpin 'ar the All1es one against another. A 
, . . e ea, head propa~ancra office wUl be 
1 and 1t is the plan of Nazi leaders established from which orders will 

I 
to flee to that regwn when the go out to Nazi follower• in other 
German m1i1tary collapse comes. European countries and in South 
Only tried and true party member~ America. ~e main obJect wiil be 
will be allowed to enter the strong- to create a tato or chaos an!l .. d!O-l- • 
holds. The Nazi party has already trust with Em·ope which Wll 
concentrated food and munitions keep the A tes uccupied. 
in the Alpine area sufficient to One of 'the main propaganda/ 
carry on tor a long pet'fod. themes will be to buUd a legend._. 

around the name of Hitler and to ·l. 

S. S. men and party members convtnce the German people that 
unable to reach the Aipme strong- some day he will como back. 
holds wtll be assigned to directing -~-~·,..,----,-·­
parlisan aclivllies from such placel!l 
as the Black Forest or out-of-the-
way villages. Himmler academies 
a._..._-trainmg both m~ 
women in the sabotage ta'Ctics to 
be employed by partisan bands. 

In order to hinder Allied pollee 
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Tb~ subs~anc& ot 1our ?642 ot Novomber lfi and 'ees of 

NO't'emboa- 2l bas 'been oareful.ly-· etud1e4 bf the Board and the Dep•rt­

ment. .u 1nd1oa.,od in Departm$nt,0s 32fi& of Sep,eml)Or 21. 1tea 

tbree, the Board is ~Jt ~ v1eu tha. t the transJD1aa1on bf the pro-: _ 

tecUn« power of messages regarding tbi mietNatment ot vlcUma 
- .. 

ot enemy pere•cmtl.on ae!'We: a useful purpose reaardleea or tthether 

the enemy government 11aooepte 11 the message 1n any toNal sanae.-

. However, 1f cer·ta1n terminoloaT in ·th• Department'• 11olegrama 

requesting t~at suoh muaqer1 b111 tratu•mittod 118 known to the Gwlsa~ 

to be det11\1tely unaooeptable to the Germane and Ukely t-o detea; 

the obJ*ot:i.Ye or thtl DopaJ"tm.~nt: and the Board~ ·wb1ch_1e to eave 

the U.vee ot t.tnfortunat• 1ntl1v1du.alPp 1t 1a requested tbat ~he. 

Sw1se uae their beet d1ooret1on in the matter. Other obanneie 
- .. ·-,_ ... -__ -,> .. -

are S.Va1"iable tor OOI!IIII\1n10at1on ot the OW1tted paB8ag08 O:rpb,raf:l,${ 
- - - --

In v1~w or tbie Government 1 e stand zoegard11'1i' Aold.J!'i cPfcd.ocu..: ·•·------

mente issued in .the names ot .imer1oan RepubUca. which 1~ ~ha.-.d 
I . . 

by the ln~er-Amor,.~~an Mv1sory Committee fOJ' Pol1t1oal Detense 9 

the Depa.rtmant and the Board do not aooept' ~~~.f.i.~:.njniVe.n.\aal to .. 
rooe1vtJ ooiii1Un1cat1ons in matters pertain~ilg~;-~~~i:~~~~~~·-;lc!,f~'t11\ 

~r:-::'~-:~;.:: ::{,~~;t~ -)· _;-~;t!t~~~-l;_ ~-,-: _ _.-::·: __ : :-- -·_ .. 
Amerifo!an dooumenta. rurtber. in a4d1Uoa\i.,to ·' " -~!i>:f.epf:orte, 

-~-i:, ·: ;' :-~--;~~ 'r~~~1~<H~LffU.V ~:.--i) :_ -~:----- · 

nEictiss!F&~'h,;: .. __ tk __ -_i.·_~}~:~ .. lJ~eJin_: o ___ · • .. 
State Dept: L'ett~ri dt,i:fE ~ .f 

By ;B. H. Farka Date~J '2 19]2 
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a1noe each ot tho Latin Amexolcan natlone haa a proteot1nr; power 

tor the Uerman Government, Switzerland, Sweden, 8pa1n or cortugal, · 

1t 1& possible tor these protecting J)Owero in view ot the general 

respone1b1l1t7 devolvins upon them in that oapac1t7 to oonoert 

measures at Derlln to eave lives of persons whoae exltheno•· h · , · 

threatened. It the Sw1sc feel the)- oan not speak up ln behalf ot 

human beinge whoae government• tbeJ do not represent. there 1e no 

reason whf they should not exercise a b»manitar1an 1n1t1at1ve to 

obtain oonoerted proteotlve aot1on along the linea &ussoste4 b7 

the Un1 ted Statu GoverniQent b7 all>. tne ·proteoUI'Ig pow•r•. The ' 

Un1te4 State• Gonrnment a~preciate and w1ll be eager to support ·. · 

any saach Swiss move.· 

Then ill a t\et1n1 te reason whf the Un1 ted Stat•• Go.,.ernment. ·. 

appears eo trequontlr ae spot .. man tor the other .ll.m0r1oa~ ReJ)u'bli.'oe 

1n these maUere. It has the beet 110\ll"Ccte ot intormaUon and ... \~: 
\bh reepondlitUU7 oan not; awaU DNl'U.plo \~an;ii·e&1~ne ot<OOII;;; .··. 
mun1oat1ons to Yar1ous-governants before 1n1Uat1ng re.medial 

meaaures. It 1s turthemore clearlJ established on the basis ot 
/ . . 
Resolut1on XXIV ot the Collllll1ttee for Po11t1.Q.al,,.,p,-teras,;a~d; :ttuoough . . 

comwn1oat1ons exchanged with the Yar1ous Alllerloall Rep~bl1os that 
. . ;.-.. , -~- ' . :; ·:·;: __ , .'' ,:,·.~.,- -~~ '. 

none ot the other American Republic• 1e will,~llg,;t~'a.,~ep~ .Ge:i'mail 
-. . -!<F\~-:~ i·!\tV - -·-

infringement ot Ue sovereignt7 whioh ·1e ~one'Uh~eii bt Gerlllall. 
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deohlont regardlng 1ba Tal141tJ ot.Us dooument• ot natlonall~J .. · 

Tile protecting powerll aN all aYaro of th1a position and ehould 

not need added 1natruot1one from the represented powera 1n order 

etteot1YelJ to maintain the protection of bearers of these doou- . 

menta. 
-

Tb1s Go•ernment ot cwree hao a special .intezoest 1n o1 tbtnt · 

and claimants to o1t1zeneb1p ot the United States and JOU are 

authorized to urse or rocueet tho Byles author1t1ea aooord111ilJ. 

unlese that has already been done, in line with the f1tth para­

graph ot JOUP '642 describing aotlon which the Swiss were to tak~ 

with reepect to those:- ~hom the)' oonelder to be ~ WI, United 

States and Lat1n American .Oe.uonalll represen~ed b;r Swiherlandg 

It 1s &oped that that action h~e been taken.~ Howev~r~ the Pepar1i7· 

ment and the Boarcl wbh to point out that .ainoe t}le 5w18s hSJI­

been arb1 traJOlll depr1 ved b7 the Germano ot- contact w1 tJl ma,n)r_ ot 
. . 

the 1nd1v1duala whose lives are 1n the greatest ~eJt ~e1 an 
not able to perce1 n how tho Sw1aa can determine l-rh10h ot these ·· 

' 
1nd1Y1duals are l!2Da .t141. nat:i~nale. . lt w1 tbout web contact the 

~ .. 
Sw1se should undertake. to aocept the German:,deterllllna.t1on ,tbeJ 

' --- :' . - .. } ' ··~ \ -:; i -: 

would be aocept1ni a grave respons1b11itJ. 

The German Government 1e willing enou~~',;'«1l'-~nft~.,Jiepresellta~ , 
Uona ot the Unl~ed States Government 1n })e~f(~~~~.~'f~e ot~J;' .. 

- - . . . . 

·AD~erloan 



Ameriean Republics whether or not reprseeribd ~1 

when 'b7 doing so 1t obtains an adnntage ,_n <the retu:rn of i;ta 

national& to GarmanJ 1n exchange. GermallJ 1 11 tailuN at this late 

date to recogn1&e t~ 1nt11rest ot this Go'fernment 1n claiaants ot 

nat1on~1ty of- the Amnioan RepubUoa and its JuatitioaUon 1n 

making representations concerning matters afteo'Ung. their aYall• 

ab1litJ tor exchange 1s ent1relJ 1ncons1stento 'l'he United States 

Government can not aocept tbi&a German point; ot Yiew o Moreover .. 

Germany's attitu~ 1n the light of your '1816 ot Noyember 18 is 

not l1kely to prove 1nflex1blo 1n praot1co eYen 1t U remains ao 

1n negotiatrone. 

Thero appe4aru ~o be eome~ m1Cilnterp:retat1on attached to the 

swiee attitude in the' f.IIS.tter- ot the Amer1oans and loatln A.ll.lerioane 

removed tl!'om Slon.k1a. d1mcu.eeed in your '7163 ot Ootciber 28, 
,~, 

penultimate .pa,rqraph ot rour 7&42, and tne bepartme:nt•a 3'169 of, -: .. ,·.,< ,·.:-. ·.·_ 

Nonmbel' 4 and 38&2 ot No-.ember ll, l9.W. The Depa.rtment.ai'ltt,the 
y' 

Board understood th&t Graesl1 1 s proposal ca:LJ;JQ. tor al'l approaC:b. - - ·- . - - ·. ._, ... _. -·~:, ·: 

to the German Gonrnment ae the power respona1blefor tpe 
ot the Amer1oane and Lat1n Americans held 1n Slovakia and that he 
intended the Swisl!l Government, on. ita own·1p1t1at1v~. ,f?.6 a good . ' . . . . .· ~·· . .. .' .'-~ . -

oti'ioe in bellalt' ot both belligerents and 1n the ett.ort to solve 

thfl impasse whioh might otherwise arille, ':'~r:~~~.~~~~~~ff. the G'rmana 
;>u,Hi\1,,0 

as 
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ae a possible solution to the d1fflcult7 the J>eturn ot these-

1ndi.Tiduals to Slovakia. In its 3769, the Department therefore 

concurred. 1n his proposal. ln its ae12 l'ltqUeet1ng the Swlu to 

take det1ni te aot1on, 1t made tlle :r•quest exterul,()nly so tar .ae 

this Gonrnment oould epeak in the matter without •xtend1ng l'fictogr.t:;: 

Uon to Slovat1a. lour '1802 ot Noveunber 28 coYer8 only dgM ot. 
/ .. at leaat 100 Americans understood to have been held at l1ar1anka. 

/ .. 

It tll1s tl.guN repJOecente the total numbe:r ot American o1 Uzens 

ot Jewisb -l'aoe remaining alhe t.n Blovakia• numbe:p~ of AmerJ.oan 

01tl%8D8 haY& dift~DnA~@~-

'.l'o make the matt.tr olear, the Depar-tment would be glatiif. the\ 

6wl11 could continue with. the implementation ot ~r~1U1U' a prop9sal 

to the ~xtent ~at 111 compatible with pending e.xOilana •. J)~opos~aJ 
'l'he extent to wh1oh the Swhs can speat- f<>r t.be U~11ied #~~tl~ . 
Government 1n maktng this proposal w~a d"t1fied' fn;~nt,!}aJ-~me~~·J;. · · 
:38~2 ana. the Department noteo H1th gratitude that tll.Ylla~e dof\e. 

ao and further that they nave induced the Germans • to cons1del' thfll . 

exobange ot at least e1ght ot the Amert·o~s oqnoerrted. The reJna1n.;.,_ 

1ng elements ot the proposal oan only be 11J1plefll.tU1~ed b:y the Gwi111s · 

on tbdr own 1n1t1at1Ye through good o~tta~· ~•'itttoie~dl711t\lU~l 

1nt••::: were at Mor1anta Or at r-4i£W:'f~~~i1<>t 
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Republios not represented by 

Board would appreoiato 1t 1n addition to the action rnt§fgtsted 1n 

tnt toregou~g paragraph lill!t 5vUs would 1nrornr the Department 

uraen1il1 so tbQ.t the appropriate protecting pOttter~ miaJ be ask,ed 

to take parallel measurea 1n their behalf. 

WRB;G.Lilt: ltG 
12/'7/44. 

5WP WE. 

STETTHTIUS 
(GL\'J} 



Reference your 7542 of November 15 and 7668 of November 21. 
llf. inciccte<' c.n Department's 3255 of St•;:>teDber .21, item), the Dof;!'d is of LL( view t.u'- t ti-l' tr~nsmic;ston by the ?r.,tecting Po':l'er o.f mesaa:r;es regardiQg the mistre.atli'ent ·~J victi "'-~ of enemy f't?rsecution st:>_rves & useful purpose regard­less ;:.1' whetaeor t.hf- en<?my t_;overnment l;i.JIJ'JT ac0ept~:> utKUOTE tf,e message in ~ fvrrnal sense. ·Acc-:-.1"--'-L ;:.ly, it l'iould r;e ap;Jreciated j_f no-&t:s based on the four ooints cont.r..ir~<-K' in ;><>pErt.ment'o J648 oi· ;;ctober 26 1>.nd on Depv.rtu!entts 3769 of November 4 wer-e Lr·an!lmittE'd by Swi tzsrl"nd to t:r.e German Governl!lent. 
In view of t:.~s Gv"~re::-n:nent'" st.'"'''-' nccardir<g h-;>lce-rs of ct.Jcuments issued i<> t'"-' na ""E .:;,f l\'Jlf_ric.-u: :--.e;u''·Lics, ~Tticr if' ohc-''00 by the lt~ter-American ACvis.:>I·y CoiDlllittH• for Political Defen!:ll?, no distinction can _be c~wntenanoed in coamunicatious to eneltly toverncwnts rela.'tinr. to t.ht' tre~>tment to be accorded bt.lCll )J.;,rsons between c:l!Limants to AiltE'Tict·.n at.tJ.onalitieE' on the theory tha.t some- m~>y t" ':Jolla fidt •:!!iLo othem may 'not. To c.o ot-nerwise vmuld deprive the latter _of whatever minimurn seCU:rity they 'llay still enjoy, without in any way aadin;; tu tLc security of tt;e. form&r. T 11l.s uovt>rnment, of course, has a special intE-r<ost in cJtJ7.ens &ri'.l claimants k• cit.izenship of t·ce llnited Stl3.tes, and jO'-' ~>1 'c ::.u.tr.orized VJ 7<orc; ycur re.-.,uee;ts to Swlss &uthori ties accordingly. Dep<•rt;r,ent 1 s 3852 or November ll is &n exz.mple of such special emphasis. 

German failurE ;.t tnis la1.e date tc recognize intertst of this Government in c:l<:.iiL&.llto t.o il«ti:m&lity oi' Am.::rict.n republics and ·its right to make rqJrt->entutloreconccrning their treutment iS not (repeat not) understood sinoe many such 1 IOFH•r;ent< .. t.:.ons .I:Jc,ve been me.<it:; by us ~>.nd discussed by German authorities rdth SwisB olfici&ls. in the past. You may point ou~ tv Swiss authoritib~ \..hht- scceptance oi' G-€rm<!n .viet< now expressed would leave U.'tfortunate victim:; oi' unprecedent.ed persecutior( w:l,thout such slight. protection all our r> pe11LE>d I'E>present.ationa llla,y afford-- them. The lloa.rd is confident tnat Swiss autnorities do not wish th1s reault. Moreover, GerDIItn attitude, in the light of you1· 76lb of November 18, is not likelY to prove inflexible. 

JJepartmer.t and Bo&rd appreciate the solir;i tude of Swisc official:? for thiS Government's inteTests (reference penultimate paragruph of your 7542 of llovenl>tr 15) dth regard 1.o the possible misinterpretation ofthe cqurseof actipn tmggeated in your 7163 of October 28 =d approved by_ '!>h{s ·GoveJ;"runent (reference Department 1 Ll 3769 of November 4). However, this Government, as repeatedly i"dicatGd ln V~>l':i.OUf' cor>imunications to you, believes that techni­cal nic(lties car.not be allowed to stand in the wey of saving human lives. Any Iaisconcoption r·egaraing tile iuuerict~-n attituae toward the present regime in blov«kih c<n, br i.iVoidtld if you refer in your communicut~on to the Swiss to ... uon Lr. 'L"o "'r'u hill u.e;mciates UN~,iUO'l'E: or <.;UOTE 'l'he pr'et~en'l> regime in olovu.kiu. u: • ..,uO'l'l.. . 

BA;LSL:ar 11/24/44 (. s:f. 
10:30 a.m. -~ ?.1. 
Nov. 251 l~~ ' 

Miss chauncey (for the Sec•y) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Cohn, Dt.lBbis, Friedman, Hodel, Les.ser, Mannon, 
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FOR VVRB FRON MCCLELLAND. 

Bern 

Dated December 7 1 1944 

Rec '~\lfif ST~ff-

1 
otVlSIONOF 

CEC G' 1944-
. ~1~ 
OONTIHJ[i,'tf 

I 
I have received assurances from Burckhardt now 

•ICRC president that German Foreign Office was definitely 

approached on October 2 by committee with request 

that Reich Government consider extending to so called 

v . / iischutzhaef'tling 11 (deta~nees for security reasons) 

treatment granted b-y: a_nalogy to Geneva POW convention 

of' 1929 to enemy nationals in Germany and Gornan ' 

occupied territory. As of December one no ansrror had 

yet been received from Germans. Late in Novelilber 
/ 

nhen delegate of German Red Cross Hartmann vras in GenE)Va 
• .-~ I. 4 '· 

this question was thorou2:hly discussed with him. 

Gorman consul at <fenova was also urged a feu days ago 

, by ICRC to press German Foreign Office for an ansrtor. 

(Department •s 3925 November 18, WRB'f.!c;Jr,l(.ll.~. 
; ,··::,,..· ·,; -. 

y 

I personally fear that li ttlo ~r 'no posit'iy~ results 

will be forthcoming from thb approoo~~;~~~'!:UI:,!::::: 
DECLASSiFIED 

State Dept.· Letter,: 1:11.72 

By R. H. Parks Da:te:SfH 2 1972 
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nith Germans regarding su1ilar 

the Jewish one 1 having 

rieithe~"German Foreic;n Of'f'ice nor German 

exercise any real control over. political 

deportees both on Jewish and Jewish ('~) such cont·rol 

bebg in hands of' SS llreichssicher heitshaupt9nt!i at 

Berlin. 

With reference to a somewhat similar intercession 

to be made by neutrals headed by Vatican (Legationls 

7170 October 28 from Sternbuch to Union Orthodox Rab'l:>ls 

and Department Is 3788 November 7 'NRB's 259) i:n:ictiatod 

through Papal Nunciatm,e in Bern, it is important to· 

note this is_ motivated by desire to secure ri3c:i.procaJ, 

treatment o:f German ·civilians in t·erritory alroad;y or 

Shortly to be occupied by forces of Allied 11.ation~. 

Reciprocity is to be based on Genova Cop.vqnt'i·~i"\ ru,g.· s). 

guaranteed b~ neutrals and Vatican. ·rn return.for·thts .·••··• . '• _. --· -· -·--- .... 

guarantee it is hoped to secure vario.us·:c1:>n•cEn3sions 
• -, '• -. • ".--~· .·"- ._.-,-! .J, ; ·_. "·.,~ .. ,- ,-, .c' 'c -• --"; • • 

from Germans concerning treatment o:f noq-a~~i1niirit6d . 

detainees under their control. In speaking of Allied 

nations im~Selo Dona:H, autho:r:> of' proposnl.~ l~ad Sovi.ot 

Russia particularly in mind. To this r;;nd hf:l J:;Hls sub.,. 

soquontly attempted to b:rin(l: J)l:'ojoct to M6scoWfs 
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attention by various channels: through two tmof'f'icial 

Soviet citizens in Sni'Gzcrland Sokolin nnd Tchorniak 

reputedly in contact nith I!oscow and throuc;h Toc;lintti 

Itnlinn Conmmnist loncJ.or at ·present in Ror,w. If' 

c;uarnntee could be obtained from Russians to accord 

Gonevn Convention treatment to G0rman civili-ans in 

areas occupied End to bo occupied by them it nould 

indeed constitute a pouorf'ul lever with which to secure 

counter concessions f'rom Nnzis. Many months ago ICRC 

unofficially expressed to me their belief' thnt m1y 

concossio~s.which Elii)J.t be extracted f'rom Soviets with 

roc;ard to Ger_ma.n POrJS (oven Rus::, ian ngreemont to doli ver 

lists of' names of' those alive nnd well) would be in­

valuable in securing from Germans moref'nvorable troct­

mcnt of categories of detainees and deportees inclliding 

Jous in their hands. 

HUDDLE 

J1 IS Ei'!IB 

(-;')apparent omission 



... --:...:. ..... -..... ~- .. ···' -·--~-·-· " .\ .-.... 
:; Wo.v ~ .. IJ 

(ti~) 

l~n.cb.i fli.~ton 

y 
l'he folJ..Q';J:i.:--<; :1..ns r~r:fe:.~e:1ce to C·(·lTj:'l.~\1~" A::le_;t·•icn:l. intv.r()sta, 

/-----~ 

Pl>"D.se roffr ';.o lil;;aUon' n ;Jt>Bfifl..i.~!l o:i' )'lov·emoer 15, }io. ~ It 19 

HiJl)l l:W:: 
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'I'Oi. 

- CONTROL COPY 
I 

'.ie del.lVO'X'(;(! to th;: 'J~'i ?.f' f;)J'Pl['n ornce on Octobe?' 25 the 

:ne";~f'F~< ro :-:L·in<:·c'. i'· :Jc-R'""t Y:>t' f' c;oblo ,:f Octoi:>Jr 23, no, 3604, -nnd t:wy n"l.Y in a n0te of :·'~VE!'.ipsr 17 tt!'lyine: thRt SHiell Lega-
..-' 

tL:n: in Bcorllll in?t:r;.tctc-·5. to c<Jrr:.~,unlcPtP. ;::e"!li'Jfe to GermFJn Gov-

;::cnt ')~· t::• '':;.ltcd 3tnter (!>t~s Ler:rtionR cPble~ of P1'1vember 15 

r cc e~· t V•':>artc- ,,t' "'- Q' .QL M: e";ec~ l !'leVi t& ble it ren::Jrted. the ~l tu-
r 

Gtlon to tlG 0'-l.?s Fcn:+-~:·n Officr," After BXEOJining- the ,'ueetion 

th~ f.'c•i'Pign C'ff'1ce i:l Ben;. s:xb-r,ltted it under cover of n-ote to 

G~,r:nnn L.e~'Ptior: 1:: Bi'·r·n '·'i1lci1 hBf' ret,;rned. tbe.~•comii1unicatlon of 
1hc Denart~rnt of State ~DS chosen 

the Jer:Prt·::~:nt !··it£·, t:·,e fol~_:)l•'lrif r'effi{;ll'k: Wareing whilch "'0Uld 

obll['e tn e G<:r::1e n f'or~ lgn Off'l ee to refu~e to nccep t the me esage 1 

11/25/44 
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TO: SecrRtar;;· of State, i/nshington 

~iover.Jber 21, 1944 

1 
76G8 - CONTROl COPY 
Reference 1et:;a.tion 1 s 7542, November 15. 

v 
Dur\r.j an inter-trieH at the Foreign Office, lo11n1ster Feldscher, 

1~ho is at present visitlni~ :Bern., declared refusal of GoverntJJent of Germany to 
/ . 

accept mes~;a.:;es menHoned. paragraph four :reference cable is fotinded mainly on 

second reason stated, i.e., threatening tone of messages and objections to 

acce~ting reproaches of this kind frora another government on part of Germans. 

~en though he astures the Germans trmt hia position is merely that of a 

comr;;unication chalmel between bell:tt;erents, the Germans show resentment 

aGainst Swis·· for tra.nsmittine; messar;es wl;lich bet>..r threats from Government 

of United States. 

The <·.ihister ~tres?ed tenaion a:u·eady iri existence bet11een heads 

of Gestapo and other branches o:f Government of .Germany and l!'oreign Office 

authorities 11hich would only be ag,;ravated if latter passed on these threats 

and added tflc,.t Go-vernment of Germany does not take messages cont:dning threat'S 

seriously and that,. except for evasive ans~rers, th_e~~ ,mess(l;~es receive no 

e.ction. 

He expressed the 1'/ish thz.t notes to Government of Gel'llllU'lY con-

taininG warnin.;s to German ·officials a,;ainst comrdtting particular 'SffoJ;Ras 

or ~ill"a:.tn. to bring individual officials before tribttnals to ans~rer for \·tar 

tirae .offenses, not be sent the S1dss Le1:;a.tion, in vie1·1 of foregoing and 

undoubtedly adverse and serious effect UIJOn his relations liith Foreit."'l Office 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11· 7 2 

a.11thorities 
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a.uthori ties becnuse of his tl"211Sr.Jittin;; '.;hreatening ll\essa,;;eo f'rOL'l our 

GOVernment. 

T:1e ebove O)inicns are sh..c'tred by Bisan;e and DeT)Iiry. 

H1bDLE 

DCR;,..W:CR 



~~~~ 
FA"'q_·:.}'H~{ .. >St.: OF r·:-r..En J ___ ·-~ ? .. ~tJSI ll!:_:D.__ . - -

FROU A~eric~n Leestion, Benn 

'l'Oi 

November ]_-.!, 1·~44 

76i6 CONTROL COPY -
·.-:e have "'"nt t>£ 1''Jl1o'i nr; to Home~ Fro;;1 indicetionP. in 

GenMny l t mcY be L~fr:rrecc thpt rom':"! leFl(Hng Nazi circleR, 1n-

clucinf: SS !.D:ecutiVICE<, !'ll'E: oeelnning to ch8ngc their •ninde t-'lth 

~ro~~d~. Such raoentence eri81ng too lDtd may rePult from the 

fact that Ger:nHiP !:lrF Jr.C'tng revl'rr>;::l of cond.'Ltion!l nri~ing from 

territorial occupation by Al1ier. ':'hey feel t~1e refore that they 

may nave to e-;Jp21'l to 11~ternetRnal organi?.ation~S or neutrol 

count rife £1 fol' r;rot ;: ction for-~ their o'"'n c1 vil oonulace. Accord­

ing to lnfor!lU?tlon recEived in J.ocal Jet·•ish circles, ,.,lth more 

particular J"'fo;1't.n·ncc to Itfll.~'r Gernwns are !'!ale' to have etarted 

airPolutlon of ~ome corwer:trEtion cr:np" ln Nor'ther•n It,..ly espec- · 

in Berlir: and. t:l !?t?cv.ru }ll'OV1.sionel entry into S··it,erlr.nd 
~ . . 

fro'~l Gerf'lP-lty of ''o mf'n you,t.~f'O.l end. E<fed among ·our rt>clSI.. and 
' ' ' ' '.' ~ 

DCR~VAG 11/;?0/44 

• 
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.,. 

--- - -

'fll8 follo.,-tr.g fm ... MoOlellnnd rGfers · to.,t.qgap1on•s 

'731~ of Nov~mber 3 fl.'nd ill H~ 2,1. 

It 'l'.•ould appear· 1'i:'Ol'll tsx~ ot mossag¢1 in l'et•re.nce 

that, notwi t.htt~nd.ifi.g negat1 vu reaponoo contained tn 

Legation 1 s 314'1 ot t-inT l'l', lnt~n~cl'oes ha.R proceeded alqng 

lines of ~r l4SS or ~p~il 29o Iour comwente on ~&xt cit 

Rieg~~r'a mesGaga and a date~ination by you that Ger~ 

Government 11tH! been appxoo.a.ched QY Intercroso t>ritl\ a view 

to obtaining assftil~ation for foreign ;J&l«S bQld 1n GeimanJ 
or Gell'man ocoupied -~e~~ ·..roulO. be appreciated 'J.)Y ~ > 

BoQJ•d. 
4C 

vi.HB: l'IMV :KG 
11/18/44 ·. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CABLE TO MINISTt.!t l:iMJtiOON A!lD MCCLELLAND, BKfili, SWITZl1HLAlij) 

Reference your 7JlJ, November J, l944· 

Text of tt,is message would make it appear that Intercross has 
proceeded along the lines of our 1498 of AfJril 29, notwithstanding 
tneir negative response contained in your 314 7 of May l7. The Board 
would appreciate your comments on the text of Riegner's message and a 
determination by you that Intercross has approached the Gel'lll8.n Govern­
me"t wi<:.h a view t-:> obtaining assimilation for foreign Jews held in 
Germany or German-occupied territories. 

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 281. 

1:45 p.m. 
Nove~?'Jj 19M. 

T- T 0 f 0 ,. -;_ / •' rH.P .• l •• "r ~l, ~ 
Miss Chauncey (for the Seo 1 y) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Cohn, 
DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Lesser, Kannon, MCCormack, Files 
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REc 1 d 3:51p.m. 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

I havE fEcEivEd following rEliablE and confidEn-
y 

tio.l information cone Erning COl;!posit ion intErnEEs of 
o/ 

cm~1p of BErgEnrBE.laEn. 

At bEginning o~ SEptErnbEr 8156 JEws wErE intErnEd 

thErE. Camp inmatEs arE~ivid~d into following groups. 

About 1370 Hungarians DakE up first group and 593 PolEs 

possEssing 11 forEign 11 passports sEcond. 

TrEatrnEnt thEsE t~o groups rEportEd tolErablE. 

Thirci sEction of camp twusEs 660 Dutch JEws plus .a.-.-
·-. - --~ _...._ ~ '· --· 

srnnll numbEr of othEr JEws of unspEcifiEd nationality 

all holding Latin AmErican documEnts. SEction four 
~ I 

c::,_llEd 11 Albala 11 is v10rk camp whErE trEatmEnt is bad, 

food hygiEnic and housing conditions inadE~uatE; 

ThErE arE roughly 5500 JEWS or Dutchr GrEEk, FrEnch, 

Polish and othEr nationalitiEs in Albo.la apparEntly 

possEssing_ 



w2- #7593, NovEmbEr 17, 

possEssing 

tion considErEd. insufficiEnt by GErmans. 



NOV 22 M• 

Dear Dr, Goldmann I 

Reference is made to my letter of November 201 1944, 
forwarding the text of a messac;a received through t.he American 
Legation in Bern under date of November 16, 1944. 

The War RefUgee Board has just received a cable from 
its Representative in Bern requesting us to inform the World 
J ewieh Congress that the information concerning a poss_ible "modUs 
operrutdi" between the International Red_Cross, German authorities 
and the Jewish community in Vienna :he strictlt confidential. Our 
Representative adds that any discussion or pu Uoity of tfi!s infor­
mation would be moat harmfUl since the International Red Cross has 
advised him that Berlin knows nothing about the matter. 

With respect to the question of funds, our Representative 
advises th<>t he is examining with the International ited Cross the 
question of immediately making funds available for the relief work 

in Vienna. 

'fne foreaoing is for your personal and etrictly confi­
dential informati9n- arict I am sure you will also regard the text 
of the message forwarded in my letter of No,ember 20th in the same 
light. 

Dr. Naahum Goldmann, 
World Jewish Congress, 
1834 Broadway, 
New York 23, N. Y. 

;}§( ..., . aQ FHshd 11/22/44 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehl.e" · 
Executive Director 
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SecrRtary of State 

Vashington 

X. 

Bern 

Dated 

7579, November 16, 10 p.m. 

FOR UHB FHOH HCCL"SLLl1.ND 

(Continuing my 7575) 

Kindly reque·st viJC New York consider 
.; .· . - ; . -

concerning possible 11 modus operandi no bet1~.reen German: 

authorities Jewish community and ICRO in Vienna;a·s 
./ 

strictly confidential. Schirmer infonmeo. me that · 

Berlin knm-rs nothing aiJout it. Any ta'iiC! C'onsi'\q_1lently 

'wuld be most .l:larmful. Saly Hayer and I .are examining 

with Schirmer qu_estion of immedia.tely making fund.s 

available to Lowenherz in Vienna to support whatever 

relief work he can carry out. Schirmei' le8.ve s for 

Berlin Novenber 20 expects to be'~i!~5:\v~~nntii 'ti~'ti~'H ::month 

to set uy ICRC office there if 

can be usefully spent. 

----r--::.. .... -

. RR 



I 
;·. 

November 201 19/.4 

De::r Dr. Goldmann! 

The following :l!essage i'or you from Gerhart Riegner was reo&ived 
through the American Legation in Bern under date of November 161 19441 

"A lon!l discuEwion was hac\ with Dr. Schirmer 1 represe11tative 
of-International Rod GrotiS 1 attached temporarily to·IRO Budapl;lst 
Jelega tion, who has now returned to Switzer lanci. 1 having 
departed fl'Oill Hungary on the 29th of October. Throuf<;h tbo 
nn.r Refugee Boarcl I am dispatoh;Lng to you detailed inforll\lltion 
which he ge,ve to me reg!<rding the si tuat ·on of Jews in Budapest 
and IRC action. IL iu reported by Schirmer tht\t in Budapest 
there •1rf: still approximately 160,0001 50,000 Jewish males having 
been ,~,,J,'Ched for labor servi.ee toward Austr:la. In Hungury .tn 
Honved camp~> for labor service there are an r,d·~i tional 501000 
atlll. Prot<?ction pal)ers of IRC (ror Je<>lsh persons working 
i.n Bucap<Jst with them), Spain, Swi tzerlanu und Sweden, are 
nccorded reco&'!lltion. Every iniJt.itution protected by IRC is 
rc::pectod, including Je>1ish illstitutions, hospitals, homes fo.r 
chilctren, oour~k:i;_tchens, food wu.rehousee, etc. 

"It 1,, rBported by- :'ltihi.l;mel' that in Vienrta. vicinity approximately 
lS,o:~o Jews ar0 working, dlviued up into 4 to 5 h1.mdred l.tlbor 
detachments or small camp$, eaoh 9omprised of 3 to 5 hundred. 
people. ;,lthou~h they include a number of Czechoslovaks and 
Poles the; a!'e Hungarians mostly. Surprisingly enough the 
Ger;,,an nuthor:ttiys in Vienna appear to be willing to al.low IRC 
to help thGI'le Jews in cooperation 11:tth an(] through Dr. Lowenh_erz, 
who conLinucs to hold his pofll t1on in the Viennn. coanuni·ty :md 
'tlho di.rects thei.r offioe. Dr. Schirmer llill retm-n··tn Vienna 

\ 
I 

\ 
i\ 

soon and hfl urged that fundH for thiil purpose b~ 'Lmde·ava:i.lnble. 
Lowenherz advised him that if funds could be made available to h'-ill 
rood und clothlrrg could be purcht-.sed in Viennu. YoUJ: remittance 
ns t;oon as possible ls t.herefox·o urged b-.( me." -~ .. ;;w'·ll·''•"···:: •.•....•.... -.. ~ .•. ···"···"·········"' 

Dr. Naahum Goldtnann, 
World Jewish Congress, 
1834 Broadway, 

v New York 23, Nevt·YoJ>k. 

Ry-RDrury ll/20/44 ·.:t.r4:.· 

Very~ .. tr.u1y. yours 1 

lSigned) J. Vi • Peble 

J. W. Pehle 
Executtve Dit•eotor 

..................... c,." ..... , 
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BErn 

D~tEd NovEmbEr 16, 

'J:hc'd 6:19p.m. 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

\flashing ton. 

7574, NovEmbEr 16, 9 p.m. 
;< ,/ 

FOR·WRB FRO!l MCCLELLAND. 
/ J 

FOR. NAHUM GOLDi'iiANN OF WORLD 
/ 

FROM GERff.ARD REIGNER. 

JEWISH CONGRESS 

, 
Had long convEr!J:.:.tion with Dr • Schirmtr. IntEr'-

national REd .Cross rq)r_Es•.mtativE tEmporarily attachEd 

to thEir BudapEst dElEgation who lEft Hungary on 

OctobEr 29 and just rEturnEd to SwitzErland. HE. ,.,. . 

dEtailEd rEport on situation of JEWS in Budapi::st 

action takEn by IntErnational REd Cross whi.ch ani 

dispatching to you through thE War REf~g<:E ':r3cfa.X.at '· 
. • . - --. - - j- _., 

SchirmEr rEports tl1a'G about 160,000 still in Budape;13t, 

~5~0 ma 1 E J_Ew.s_ha v~ng___ll Em ~m~~,.-,r~c-::h::.:E~d~d::..:i:::r:..:E~•.;::.::::=:~:==:-~~---~--~"----~-----:__~ 

for labor sErViCEo FurthEr 50,000 arE still iri 
,/ 

in HonvEd labor sErvicE camps. PJ;'ot E,ctio!).~do,oumEnts 
... . . 

of IntErnational RE:d C!>oss i(pgr J.EWish pErsonnEl 'wol;k:\.ftg 
f?wedm,. s~ifii~~!~hct'a~~'hpfli~ .:<· . 
''.1• • _- .. ,.·-.· .... -,_:.-.-;. 

·.·; .. !T.:'.;;;1~rlH~~~o6gniz'tcri 
with thEm in BudapEst), 



-2-#7574, NovEmbEr 16, 9 p.m., from BErn •. 

arE rEcognizEd. All institutions undEr IntErnational 

REd Cross protEction including JEwish institutions, 

soup-kitchEns, hospitals, childrEn's homEs, food 

HARRISON 

WMB 

I 
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Rec'd 7:56 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

W:c.shington. 
1

, -,t ··.U: i 
7575, l'Jove;mbcr 16, 10 Pf.~• f~f]:·<;··;·':"./J.Oi'> f 
~ X ~ - i 
Schirmer (continuing my~ 757,f;~::~cr~:tJ?-t:~:r;v,Sm t lome 

18,000 Jews are workJ.ng in vici.nity of Vienno. split up 

t!.mong 4 to 5 hundroc~ smo.ll c2-mps or wor1c dcto.chments 

eo.ch one hnving from 3 to 5 hundred persons. 

mostly Hungario.ns but include number Poles o.nd C9ocho-

slovaks. "G?rman o.uthoritios o.t Vier,no. surprisingly 
.. ' / . 

enough seem wi.lling 'permit ICR o.ssist those Jows in 

' collo.borntion c.nd through Dr. Lowonherz who 

his position with V:lenna community and directs their• 

office. Dr. Schirmer who soon returning Vionno. Ul"ged. ·. 

funds be mc.de avo.ilable for .this .)u-rpDse •. If~ me, -:JY can 

bEJ placed his dLsposal Lowenhe;rz informed him that 

clothln~ o.nd food stuffs could bb obtai 

Urging th~roforo :•·our s oonos t ron\i ttnnco, End Riogner 

message, 
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Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

X 
7542, Hovenber 151 3 p .m~· 

£~-~"ir·;;;;~·;,~ ·,ur:{] · 
De:partmcmt 1 s 3245 September 20'~WRB' 178~ 

Foreign Office note November 8 which vras persm:ally 

hnnded same day to Lec;n'Gion secretary by De;:oury s'G.J.tes 

in suostonce following. 
V' 

-During intervien of Feldscher the latter declared 

he hnd beE!f1 ins.tructed to return these two no'Ges 

(Location forwarded by note dated September 23 to 

Foreign Office substance of first and second pa_rc,grnph 

yov.r 3245. Foreign O:ffice transmitted the.se to· Swiss· 

Lesation Berlin by tv1o separate_ not.e_a each enc],osing 
.-L ,._,! ·- • • •, • • 

tez'G in English as received from Legation). 
I 

According to Setho the German Governme:xt does not _ _:.__. ____ ·. -_---~---:'-~-=-------7-

( r e po at not ) r e cognize r:i'g:h £ ~of' - Amer:'icall---Gev-""<Jl"'"'l'l"'""'""urrrirlt,-:-·~-"---'-:-'--'-'-~c._.:.--._;_.--i.--

to. undertake representations in these tv/0 cases 

matters do not (repent r:ot) concern protectioiJ. of 

American 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. I.el.ter, 1-11-72 

IJi ~ ~Parks Date~ 1 ? 1972 



-2- #75'*2 1 Novomber 15, 3 P•J11• 1 f'rom Be:rn 

. . 
American nationals and addi tionaly it cr nsiders 

of' those notes unacceptable particularly threat 

tnined in .latter part o:f p2ragraph one your ~245. 

Since German Governr,wnt does not recognize right. 

of Swiss representatives as representing-American 

Interests to intervene in favor of bearers of Lc.tin 

A,!;1erican identity doc;_cwnts (note here refers 'Go Foreign 

. ~,,<>~:r {H'fice note of' SeptcE~or 5 whith enclosures which 

'l 
1 

·• ~.vt1. f~~ f,~rere transmitted to· Do~J!:·.rtment with Legation rs stric·i:;ly 
~ t-.0\' 't~~ i .( r ,r..,. 'co;--li'idential despatch 9250 September 15). I·'eldscher ( Q._,f)Y I 

{] 

fjJ' , inquires whether he t>hou.ld nevertheleas b:rigg~to 

attention of' German Foreign Of'f'ice four points contained 

in Legatio~ 1 s notice o:f October 31 to Swiss Foreisn 

Of'f'ice {first·:paragraph Department's 3648, October 26) 
'---

concerning deportatic;.1 bearers documents this category 
1'1\P.,\\;P.N~I-'r l~ 

previously interned Ma:vi QP Kain..,Slovakia. In: V:i.OH 

Sethe ts declaration Foreign Of'f'ice sees no usefu·l pur·-· 

pose in delivering to German Foreigh' Of'f'ioe a nqte 

based upon_ Legation Is notice of' October 31 acco~Yi:;ance 

of wh1ch without any doubt will be refuse.d. Forei(71 

Of'f'ice p.ccordingly gave instructions to Feldschor not 

to pursue the matter. ~1d summary. 

Legation 

.~· 

:_"'_,_, __ __ j; 



I 

- •.'• '.- ... :· 

Legation 

n):~roach 

Deptrtment 's 3648 as £\))lied 

Stutes Nationals and slinilar 

f1o.S::handed notice dated l:iovembEir 10 

Gra~sli ts proposals which we're 

n'ote 

376 9 N oveinbBr 4 • 
.. 

observation s·r 

. 
pertaining -to 'be~rers' of 

(2): G:f.assli ne 

claii;ling~and actuall:r 

·are held in' 



-4-

nationality. 

( 3) • HoVlever 

t~l:en by 

::_-n'ovided it be limitod 

properly speaking--but 

to surrender JeVls concerned to 

Swiss observe that such action 

as L:1;>lying recogni tior1 

Dopcu.'tmon t • s comment • 

.Sj,nce receipt of 



APOSTOLIC DELEGATION 

U!'TITED S'1'ATES OF AMERICA 

No. 581/42 

!.Irs. J. W. Pehle 
E~ecutive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I wish to convpy to you 
the substance of a message recently received from the 
Secretariate of State, Vatican City; 

t The Apo~~~lic Nunciature-in Berlin has been di-. 
1 rected to.. take further and .insistent steps with 
\. the German .Gtiv~rnm!lpt to permit Jews interned 

in Germany, -e·specfally those from Lithuania, to 
receive packages containing food and clothing• 

remain 

The Apostolic N:mciature in Bratislava bias bi3e:n· · 
directed to insist anew with .P resid!mt Ti'~o :in ·. 
the name of the Holy Father, who inQ.Iicates thEf 
obligations incumbent upon him as a priest, tll.at 
he act to protect the rights of Jews in~Sl.o~a;li;ci!\ -
and to assure them of just and equitable tl'eat..,.;- ;.:. 
ment. 

With sentime"nts of esteem and every best wish·; I 

Sincerely yours. 

/ s/ A.. G. Cicogriarii 

Archbishop oft~6d1cea. 
Apostolic Delegate · 



-1 
.3852 of November 11, 19.44, to Bern. 

Department informed that German authorities in Slovakia have begun 
~ . 

. { 
evacuation from a camp at Marianka of Jews who claim the nationality 

of United States and of dJher American republics. Persons being removed 

are reported to be destined to Aschwitz. 

Please request Swiss to inform Ge1~ Government·that United States 

Goverrnnent expects urgently to obtain assurances that the German_ 

authorities in Slovakia have not taken aD1 action against claimants to 

the citizenship of the United States which deprived them of any of the 

ri&hts to which they are entitled. If aD1 claimants to the citizenship 

of the United Stat~s have been deprived of such rights or have been 

removed frem Slovakia to some other area~under German control, German· 

Goverrnnent should provide~ the names of the persons conce1•ned and in­

formation regarding their whereabouts and welfare. 

Telegra~hipertinent developments. 

840.48. Refugees Slat. 
9-27.44 

... 



TO: 
.. -=. ~­

·- - -_ -:~ . 

DATED: November 7, 1944 

3788 
X' - CONtROLGOP~o . ,, 

i/ ./ 

To Minister Harrison at l3.el'n for McQl_ell.•d• 

Refel'ence y-our 7170 of October 2(Fto th,eDepartme~t. :JI'o~· 
;your info:tmati(Jy. the following ·ill the te:~t'~ 0~ a-letter -~ltt~n b,r .. 
Pehle to The .o\)ostolic Delegate in Wa.ehingto~u · ; · · .. 

' . Q.UOTE A report· :f;rom :Bern f1!oin p.d vat~ sourc~s Jn.ai·#~~e)l. ~h,{!.t_ -
the Nunciature at :Bern ma;v -present to tA~-: J{olt"$ee:;:4:.;prop§J;!a.~>iVA'E!r~~­
b;y the Vatican, together. with, certain IieuWal. gov~t~enW; \vo,UJ:i ~ '' 
intercede with the 'German: Go_ver!llllent on: ln~~elf' ~t;ct::Vi1.j;~',~~il.o~teets 
in German-controlled· terri toties;; . Accol-d~Nt' to thG. · ;oepol'~'f"tb:e · · : · • · · 
proposal envisages . that Gel'miu\v would 'b~ ~ilqt{estect .. • · ·.·.... · · · · 

(a) to l~beraie ol."-allow to be u:te~ed 11.\.MU,trai.ooWtt:des 
those deportee~' who ai'e elderl;r men, \'foin~n~ 'aicf'chil.dr~ti{ 11il:d/ " ···_··.·• 

. -· --: .·-.... -

(b) to app]1" to t5tlleJ' depcirte~B treatment' s£'in~l!hi;;t1 ;tlle;t-
aceorded pl.'iso~Ei:t'4 of war~· -c.- . . .....;..._ ., 

\Vithout ·knowing-whether this report :J.E! c;.,.*.l;.E!!'1G{~i~·*,l3,v,ar,~'-'-'?? ~ i. 
less, wish to· £~saute· you the.t• ·'_1%); the <>:Piiiio)i §~ ~na·l3tJ@9-V 8;''.~l$lt> >;;:_)

1
t-_ • : 

of this .kin:d·migb.t te~Jv.lt in sa;Vl:gg the l.iye~ of. (lep()_j'~~a.~{ci~l:l:an·· 
in German-controllMO:territoi';y. · . . . . . ·,;:. ~: f '··,"~-

oular~ :::~t-~:~.~;:.:: ';~:~~~~~!~:~~;~-~~~~'} c.;;Lf 
shown a tendimey to·· exclUde Jewa· _fr()ill 'oolice,ssions ·maaa";.in ::reiPonst}. :~· 
to foreign in~eroesaionti,;<and to ass:wJ~~ ,that. ~e,t-8 :~i~--~()~ ~ons'itli,ec:·· 
persons. on whose behalf aJV •intercie[!pibxi i.s'Jrta:d& ilill~iis'/elq)resif~ ':' : 
reference ismt\de-.to tll.:~':.:~!i(IO:ii~f· thEI Vt>~'li~'.of;'#¥'l1ef!n.fl~1>Q.9~~---.•'., · 
cessions will· be doubtful 'ilntj•s J;lro'tr~ ilion ':l:li')uidEf for' e'ffl)ctivl! ··•· .·· 
SUp 6l'V1Sic)tl rlf the_ir .· eXGCUij!!)n · b;y ~Qij!Petent IielJ.tl'~ . 8.U~ll~Ii tl~~ i ' . 

sili>UJ.~ :Yo~ a.a~lii,J tapproprt~t~t '·~ wo~ii'!i~)tiii'~ b~t~~;it. : 
;y'QU co~d 'lir_i;pg the i'~r~i:n~(coininot11!~ i:t(( the 'a'ttent16n·~9t''th4f•.' ,, . 
Hol;r: iee~'•c.: . .O~SEiQ,tle~;·'" ·. ·. · , ·· < 

Tlli~< · 1.s: \lQ !ern eable No • 2~. . r,- · ·,~ ,i~11),1~~~~JJ~ ~;:lj u ) 
STEIJ!fliNIU$·· 

,AC!i!IJIJf\ 
•· DECLASS~rED _.· .. -. 
Stat.,; Dept. ~tter, l-11·72, ,.··. , ...•.•..• 

tJy ~\L· Pn"·" :;ate ··SEELf~c197[ .. · ·. 

) 



a.tenue ~· '71'70 of Ootoller 38 .. tu D~t •. lor 7CIV , 
iafonaUoa tb foUOlf1wc te.tu·ta.t of a1.-urwri\ta'l!r~tl&leto._ 
ApoetoUe hlepte t.a Wuhf.a&toac · · 

IJIO!I..A ·".[lOft f1toa :aem fnll p'l't•t• ··~ la41.clalt:e .u.,t. --.· 
l'uclatve at DeJa _. pNtleilt k ''- llolJ' See a PJ.'OP-.1. . .,_...,. •• 
YaUcu, tqetur w1\Jl eefta!a ~ pn:naea\8, wnl.cl·iatftnh .lfltJI . · 
tlut Gena Go.Tenaeat oa behaU -~~- deporieQ Ia ............... ~_. 
tert~... Aeaoftlq to tu H,taon, tlt,e propoll&l ...,~. \Jiat a.~: 
vowl4 H reqautll · · 

(a) to 11'beate O'l' all.W to be l.at....a S. -.~ :paltla 
thoee cleponeee who an elder]J' aen. woaen, aad cJdldr•; U4 ·. . ·~ 

(lt) u appl:J' to other detlortees. tre&tilellt .~ t.o. ~ 
accoJ'ded prieoure of _.. · · · 

Witl\Gat kaowlac whether We :report 1e cornet. x. · il._.:Ml .... 
v1eh to aasure ;r011 tlaat, 1Jl the op!ai.OD of t.Jae lloa.K, a etep of We ·klllil · 
alpt renlt ta N.'dJic the 11~• of 4epo1'tl4 cl'dltu. 1a le~NUI4 ' 
teft'ltoi'J'. 

1 tbnl4, ~r. l1b to d1'av ;rov atteaUoa to bo ,...tnlaJl,' 
~~teat c11'0111latu.ce•• ftzoet, tU ~ haft oftea-.. a ~~· tt 
uel11Ae .Ten tl"OJI coaeea~tlo.u ll&de ta :reapoan to fontp fat--.etou, _. 
to asnae tlaa\ Jen ue ao.t.~ Uut peraou a ••• ~ ar WI• -
CNiloa ts ll&4e alee• u:Pn•• ntereaoe ie _... t;o ,.._ ~it .... ~ 
of artf O.rua CIOilCHI10B.a· WUi '- t.odtfd 11iale11• ~~~- .~• ..... l@' ... 
effeau~ IUJ)enbloa et 0811' fteCIII.Uoa 1lf' COIIfe\eat _.ftla'ilU.#tt•.• 

a..J.t. ;rev. dna U appl'Opri.at;e, x· wnl.t. ,_ ytrq 8ftt~ ~l'M.l. · 
cnlt. bl'lag "'-• foreplllg co•eate to. tu aUqU• · ot t» . .-o:zr: M•"_.. ... .. • ... ··.···· · ... ~··';' 

'lliiS IS WRB BliRN CABI.B NO. 259. 

11:30 a.m. 
November 3, 1944 

. . . .. 
--L #.-,. (_ :·., • 

W.ss Chauncey (for the Sec 'Y) Abrahamson; Ackermann, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel, Lesser, !.!ann on, McCormack, Files 



November 8* l944 

De!l.r Sirst 

The following message £or you trom Gorh~rt Rieguer W!i.S. 

received t'lrough the American Legation in Bera under date of 
!ioverobar 3, 191.4& 

-~ -t--

~-. r ~ 

"'lie are couflc'.en tially 1~dvieod by Carl Burckburdt {fol­
lowing our repeuted intGrcessions with ICRC concerning 
handling of Jev;ish deportees aa civil internees i.mder 
terms of Tokyo project and Geneva. Co.nvention) 1 that 
IChC cliroctod an ofi'lcial note on Octobexo 2 to German 
Ministry of Foreign Aff'a.irs aaking·tha.t allforeignel's 
held i.n Germany end German-occupied areas {in faot, 
designated 0.8 11 schutzhaeftlingll o£ foreign cltiaenship 
and deprived of freedom of movement), be given ldontienl 
[{Uat-anteea to those provided by Tokyo proJect and Geneva 
Convention.. This designation applies to all foreign .Jews 
held or deported in Germany or Gerll!!.lll-oecupied territoriao, 
aa well ~a u.ll polit.ical prisoners and foreign .\forkers, 
accol'ding- w Blll'okhttrdt, The answer of the Government of 
Germany is bein;; awaited by IGRO now. 

11Through ltP.B, ·Documentation covering oUi' dealinJS with 
ICRC in this connection have been fov~arded to you.n 

Very truly yo~e; 

J; w:"Pehle 0 

Executive Direotor 

World Jewish.CongresB, 
1831., Broadway 1 
Nevr York 231 Hew York. 

11/8/44 



DOH: 

TO: 

,/ 

( 

American LepUoni Bern 

Secretary of S'-te. Washington 

November z. 1944 

7313 
% -McOlelle.nd sends the foUowlug for WIW. 

/ ~ 

The following is from Biegner tor Kabowihld and Gold.mlia of · 

World Jewish Congress. 
r' " 

We are collfidentiall7 adrtsed by Carl -~4~ (following 
/ 

our repeated interaeaaiona with IOB.C concerning bandlitiG of Jevlah depor'-•• ae 

civil internees under •et•• of fotyo proJect ani GeneYa Oon~nti~n). that IOKO 

directed. an official note on Ochber 3 to German Hftl:liet:ry of :ro~!d;P, .Ute;~• 

aU:iug that all :torelgu,ere hel,d in ~~~-and G~·Oifcqpll!lcl '*eaiJ h.• tact," 

deaipated ae 11 schu.tzhaeftl1nc' of foreign ctttsenebip Slid &teprlvell.. or •• .,... 
of movaea') , be given f.denUcal guarantees to those .proTlil'll bT !rokto ~J.Ct/. . 

aJld Geaeva Ooavention. '!his deatgqatf.on &P,llllt• to all fol'dg&. IW. b.el& ·•~ 

deported 1a Germany or Gehall-occupied tentton••~ as well ae-.~1 -pOl\\1.-l ' . - _ . ..: "-· '!. ,;_ '- .· ;~"- • ·. ·_- .. -. - ' ,_ .~ 

prleoaen and foreign workers, aOOor41J14 to Jvokhal'd\~ The ~q-of' thj. 

Gove1'1PUJ1t of Get'IIIU7 ia being awaite.d by ICB.C aow. 

~ WD;;do~ta\ta covering ov d.e&U.!~Se wl~ 1010 ta 

\hie coueoUon have "•• fOI'W8l'U4 to ;rou. 

:~ ~~IO!\ Bi.'aRX.JON!o ? .l 



:O.ar Rabbi Kalme.no'o'itz: 

In repl~- to yo;J.r o r~l i nquir¥, plnase bo inforiOOd that w~ have ad• 
vised the 4postolic Deli'lgate in ',c'allhingto:a ol',the substlinmi o:f g:r. Ster1lbuch1 tl 
recent mea!Jilge to yolL aoncerlling th .. efforts bi-l_ing !Qt\de to eecure the colloe­
Uvc intercession of the Vs.tioan and. neutral goyerruneatu i_n favor of civilisn · 
deportees in German-controlled territories. In/this ootuwctioa, I M1te ~1\tea 
the Apostolic DoJ.egate stating that tt report from pri va.te sourcos had re&ehed_ 
us indicating thut the Nunciature at :Bern T!lE.y pr~>sent to the HolJ Seil a pro­
posnl that Germany 1le requeatod 

(n.) to liberate or allow to be intarued in neutral colllltries 
~holile deportees who ar~ elderly men, wom11n, and childr<ln; and 

(b) te apply to oth~<r deportees t.reab:mnt similar to that &0"' 
corded pri 9()nera of 1-m.r. 

'l'h'l -»J>O !Jtolic 1Jelagate hue been a.n11Ur.sd that the Iloa.rd• without knov-, 
ill6 whether tllis r~>port is correct, u.ovftlrthnloaa consid~;rs Lhat a ali~p of this 
Jd.Ad Uli~L raaul.~ .J.,~., u<>ViUE; -tho livc;s of dc;po.I'te<l. civil.i...us in oor~oontrolle4 
territor;v. Th"' attention of 'the i<poatolio Delegate, ii!Orpovor, has been drawa 
to two particulurly important circiwsta·nces. }'irst, tha.t tho Germ!lus often 
allow a teu;ulanoy to exclude Jews from oonoessio.ns .made in respo,nao to foreJp 
1DteJ'C88sioua, and to BBSUllle that Jews are not £J.Illl)ng t):uf pGl'BOito 011 Wll008 bll"':' 
half aJl¥ intercession 1B •dade unless express· reference is mud.e>t9 them. $ecoad, 
that tl;e \"Ei.lue of a.ny ti-erma.Jl concessions will be doubtful unleaa pl'oViston 18 
made for efi'eetive supervision of their executio:a by competent neutr~l auth'-o:ri tie e. 

The Apoato.lic Delegate has ulao been informed tlla.-t.:the :S4ard would 
be·grateful 1f :ue vi-s were bro~ht to the nttenUon of the Holy See. · 

Rabbi Abraham KnJ.maowih, 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Naseau Street. 
New York 7, ll4tlrf York. 

BAtzia:LSLeasert~ah ll~ 

Ver1 tl.">lly yours, 

ff!i~1adl ~. w. !ebti 

J. 1'1. l?ehle, 
Bxecutive Director. 



132 NA55AU 5TREET ~ 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

November 6, 1944 

Hon. John W. Pehle, .l!lzecuti ve Director 
war Refugee Board 
Treasury BUilding 
washington, D. c. 

:ttonorable Sira 

At our recent confer~oe in Whion we discussed 
the subject of the "collective intercession" to be 
undertaken by the neutrals and of which you informed 
ue in your letter of October 31st, you advised me 
that we would have a draft of the memorandum you would 
present to the Apostolic Delegate. 

Al'sr 

we would be -thankfUl for a copy of suoh draft,; 

With our deepest ~ppreciation, 

Very respeot;t'ully yours 1 

VAAD HAHATZALA m.ERGENCY COMMI~TEP) 

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the- Torah- vizlttes 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Comnmnal Leaders) 

To utilize the possibilities for rescm of European Je~vry where the 
V a a d H a h a t z a I a program Is especially needed. 



FROM: 

TO: 

D.l.TE: 

NUMBER: 

~~~rican Legation~ 

November 4,1944 
~ 

3769 

To Minister Harrison and hlcClellahde 

Reference is made to your !716J of Octqber -zs'~-
- .. / . -

and B oard fully agree with action suggested by Grass:l;i. · 

you not yet have done so, Y,_ou are 'requested to ,approach~ 

authorities accordingly without delay'. 

claimants to citizenship ofUnited St?-tes "nd 

Republics,, .whether. with or Vii thout 

to Department ~~~-i269 .of 

June 24. 

This is WRB Bern cable 

Miss Chauncey (for tile· Sec··•y) 
Drury; DuB\)is, Friedman, 
McCorinack, Pehle, Files. 



... 

132 ·NASSAU STRE-ET 
(ROOM B19) 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·423!5 

BoTember 1, 1944 

Honorable JohnW. Peh1e, ~zeoutiTe Director 
war Refugee Board 
Tre~eury Bldg. 
Washington, D. 0• 

Honorable Sirs 

we refer to your letter of October 31st which included 
a message from Mr. Sternbuoh under date of October 28 •. · 

. I 
on October 26th, we telegraphed the Hon. Adolf .l. Berle, 

Jr., Assistant Secretary of State, a copy of which telegram 
1a enclosed. The measures we suegested in our telegrams baTe 
alrea~ been initiated in SWitzerland b,y our Oommdttee. we 
would respectfully request that the war Refugee :Board support 
our suggested measures and that the State Department intercede 
with the various neutral countries to join in the col:le7tive 
intercession with the Government of Germ&,-. 

we enclose a-lso a copy of a telegram from ·us Honomble 
John J. Mo011'Y• Assist~nt Secretary of War and we wUh to 
thank you for tbe aid y~u san in making possible the action 
taken. ·· 

~ith deepest appreciation, 

Vel'f respectfully yours, 

AKar 

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the. T~ra[J valu.es 
(Y eshfvoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) · 

To utilize the possibilities for rescm of European Jewry 111here the. 
V a a d H a h a t z a I a program Is especially needed• · 







·RABBI '.fBJRAH.AM··KAL,fWI>Wit1\z: 
UNION OF ORTHO ID 
132.1i!~s~u ST rice 

:.--.. --
\---





~BY Unrted Press 

! BRAND, Gernfany, Oct. 30-From the sunlit 

I
I where Nazis burned down the synagogue in .·- cccccc·-._-·,-.-. 

. arid men broadcast to their people for the 

'

'religious freedom already had beerin~~~·e~s~to~·I~·e~d~~~~~~~~~J 
segment. · · . -

l It would be hard to find a German have been many. But 
jJew in this part of the W?rld qut these broadcast by. NBC, let 
jAmencans he!d servJCe m token for hear it against a backdrop of 
I them. They did not need a. synagogue. and gave· proof to thousands 
?hey worshipped in the open ai~·· close of the four freedoms had been 
, to a bnck factory, and shells which the in Allied occupied Germany.· 
\Germans dropped on Brand .during the ·' -ORE. ASES 
!service were ;gnored. SHELLING IN . 
' The service, broadcast by radio, was 
conducted by Chaplain Sidney Lefkow­
itz of Richmond, Va., for Jewish GI's 
with the assistance of Cantor Pfc Max 
.Fuchs of New York City and a choir 
of 50 from "somewhere near, Aachen." 

SERVICE BROADCAST .. 



liffiQ~977 
This telegram must 
paraphrased before being 

. communica:ted-cto anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. -0) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

7170, October 

r 
! 

28 ' 3 p • 1n",;-""-

X 
FOR iffiB FROM MCCLELLAND 

r:-~---~-- Backed by Italian l.finister 

[ : ~ . has approached Papal. Nuncio and __ < 

j >;:: t;; .. neutral countries in intetest 'of prolno·tl 

'

l_i ~: } ·. coilective· interc-ession with(}(;)rmari·a···overnmeht~:~n 
·- ~l- j 

{ · ;,; :·. ; behalf, of depoft~-e"s; ··We have s 

t . ,.;, · .. 
; .:.~ --. j lieve that Vatican fJ,nd neutril 

agreement among thems~lV68 wl:I.J,··A~il<''ll-l'!'r>ITI<Ol.-n 

liberate or allow to 

deported elderly men 

t}::\is 

.tak.l?il·,l;iy\Jts~;:repreiienta-t~ 
'' -- ... ·,. __ '•· . . . ,- . __ ·_-, -. 

_neutral ;gbvern~ent~ 
· ini;t:l.ative ~-



-2- #?1 70 
1 
Q~tober. 28 1 3 

Polish Minister at Bern has 

support his 

Please make text 

Jewish organization~. 

HARRISON 

_ ..... -~! '· 
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OntoDar 28, 1944 
>. 

7163 

Referenc<> is l!lllM hnrnw1t.h to Department's telegram of October 23, 
1944, No, 3C,Ofi (<rm 226). 

"'h" foll')wlq~ inform,-,tion tak•m from A:repOl:t from SwiAs Ooneul 
GeMrnl vranali o.t llrntialava, 'dated· October 10, was mnde ft.1Ve1lnblo to 
Legation :;ecrotliry on October 26 on etrietly lrtforl!llll bnfli(l by Uwtsa 
Diviaion of iorei,r,n lnteroot~; in view of non reco~;nition b~ United Stater. 
of so-nnlle!i Slovntt fiovernm<.>nt a.ml. <"onsoquent inability of !iwll!ti 
off1cinlly to repro!! "nt Nneri cun interests in Slov~tldat 

"'here ,.ere l'fJC<mtly nrrasted nnd concentrnted in CHb<po ll6Ver&.l 
thoua"m' J ""'e r-emr,i~:1nr. tn Oilovnkin, 1'be moet of tho!le J ewe are a.t 
Eered Carnp which i ~ ove!"orowded nevernl timee thn normr.l cspncity of 
the ce.rd'rJ, ~r.e ilestrmo, which b!lOJJme a grent Jll)wer in Hlovakia. follow-
ing recant unrising there took thin ?-ction and not th.:t "'lovr.k allthor1t1ee. 
1'he J e<Hl ere- nt:s..,robll'-1, gunrd~n. in camull and thoi r fate decided by 
German offioinls. 

'thflre are n subatlintioJ. numb;or of pereon» cl&imin~~ UJ'..ite.d Bt.l!ta~ 
na tionnli t;v "morur the so J <>\is._ 'i'h" ''lovak: Y'o reign Office wnB ntl'pronohe4 
Mrl 1t in 111.\'l"Mill<H:t wl.th inl;~rl\tite!l SlovRlc ~>uthor1t.1ell ettf>lliptad to 
ha.ve tho. ·'meri•~en J GWS trmt.,f(l.l"Tod- to- a onooi~;l tlllt'lJ)- under oont1'0i af. the 
Slovnlte eit>tntP.d llli!U' .Braticlnvn a.t Hnriank••· Hegurt\lel'l! of whe.th~T thoir 
rie;ht to cldm n• t1or>dity of 1'-mli'riot.n Hcpub1io11 wo11 eatnblluh!ild or ln 
doubt., the fete of thtHW .Iewl! was e.cc~11t1'1ble to the extont thet tho;y were 
detnined l't Marinn;,;, anr th"Y only naked to b•3 able t,o continu@ to live 
in such con<li tioM until ho11tili tiec cease. Food and lodging were pal4 
11or b;v them. llowev"'r, on thr, pret6Xt that the Jewhh idoiltlty pn.pare of 
)Jars ns detainnd at l·!orinnkn ~~~.~ro all of doubtful Mtura,. tl].e .(}~ntnpo 
oomol!'tdy cvr•cUI'ted th<? cnmp on Oct.obl'r 11. -~ ~· · 

1~ . 
It/observed by Orasol1 that the a.bov,; ete.ter~•mt i<t oertninly 

incorrect es conaorna considernblc numbf'r of bonafide }<{llericnn ol tisens 
nmon..~ thee~> par•eonn, .t.i&~t Marianka 1111111t ba transferred to 
Ausnch·d h, according to information aTialnbh to him, nn·' 1t ill :f'r.lt by 
the :;w11!8 reprenentntive thut in order to nave th•~m· axpe<litlous nction 
voul<l be neoftllflary. 

~'erMnt: hold 1n~ J.me-rioan or Latin American dooumentct1on· wmre also 
nt cnmp" und.ar control by the Gerl!llilnl!l, 'l'}lE.· Slovaks attempted without 
nppnoinbie Slliloeas to hava th~>ll traneter'l'&d to l-lar1l\11ka prior to the. 
di&solution or that cnrnp. 

Mhs Ohaunce;y (for tho :;ao1y) AbrnhrunRon, Aokermfinn, Akl!lin, Oobn, 
Drury, fJU.l.loiB, ~\·iollrnl.ln, Gaaton, Hodel, Lasser, Mf\rke, l.fannon, McOorlll>lok, 

l'ehle, lfilee, 



-a-

In order to c.void 1mprens1or. ·oy ''lo•mlt Govornmcwtt that fts sov.;. 
er61gn1ty 1o not rea"Pootod b~ Switzerln,td, Gra11el1 toel!! tnet it 110Uld 
be ·poll rl ble to t'03Ueot the Gerrutms to li.eU-.·iH' to thtl HloV<\k (}017 orulllt!nt 
tho Jewo concerned, PoHsibly !.~. lidc;}•t 'be of hntp to observ& th~t . 
''meriON' J ewe interned in C<>I~pll in !lJ.ovRlcin under Gertn!Ut control art~ 
gi v"n leRs f~vorl!.bl" treatment than Arqe r1~"'n Jews in nimill'.l' Gerl!l&l) 
c:umYl. Its an exmaule, bf cause of this there 111 no l.ntercrosll deleg!lte 
ln .;:Lovak1t<, nl though he was expacted long 11g0 11'!\d hn ill anx1ou9ly 
await<H! b;· · lovnk ~l"'l CroilS fol• th<l pUrJlOPe of v\aiting c!lllrp!l wherf! Jewa 

a1·e held. 
/ 

'i'hh proc.lea was discuse<>o by Crp~nli "Hh Er, 1\cnn., Chief of Political 
::1 v~"ion of ~h·- ··lov ... k :·oreitm Off'icw uml hiP co} lFl borE\ tor!!, in order to 
,.vnic. tr" i~·,..,rou ions tl-:~>t re,..,rerwntr·t1onr. IHll'E\ 1)(>1nlr made without ';;lovBk 
11overn;JIA!1t 1 s knnvledti"· ~;i!'<~c· \an". fe<"ln 1t importn,,t that 2·lov!.'kin be 
able, to entru«t tlv; ·control of Jews of United St11tes nationnilty to itll 
o-.m offi{'l,•lll t~nrl tl~ct·•'by prev"'nt rek.lintol"y I'Jtu'Pe l'p,ainct nUJllerouB 
Slovt>ktl uv:rl" in tht· \lnit.-d "t»+,eu, tho Y)l'O(H!dtlro su;cgasted by <Trassli· 
is ><J>l'rov~ .• ; 3. ;:,-, o-.cnn, ··hi" l" tl.· r,n•: ,r the !lUlnma;ryreport•' 

In~ tr .. ,,r:" L;-n--. ~onr:i· :·rd.n,:::o n it~l,..P of 'f:.l.t~h ~y=,J·.-~)_·on~l::. to Gr~rmtz.nn R~ 'DOj.'ls.rt­
llltmt awt "•'!1-irier ··:nssil''·'' I'll'"' rnauettted il'• vie" of thr, ~:ren involved and 
nte~)G '~Jl:.:<:}·~ t>.·" ~~ol,y ·;61! hgt'- t.a~{_r!}. 



depOrtRttOn order-- t~_; · Rlls·s~a.: --~if 

WHEN" REFU GE!f!li--t-ar:!~~z~~~-;_h~~:_\ __ --~f-e/~-'~-eP __ · P-_~1 __ ~-h,.. I_r_~-He went then to Aachen. -• . 

-ttf1T11 AI·n TO JEWS Protected by & Friend , \ 
UllfJ Hehadmanaged.to conceai'r,oOo: . 

Story of Businessman Who 
Found Refuge There Said to 

Shl)W True friendship 

By HAROLD DENNY 

mark• and· on this he lived in the·~· · 
home of a friendly non'Jewish 
family in Aachen for'the next two 
years. He hardly ever left their . 
apartment. He liad no food cards 
nor other documents but ·_this 
family bought him food on the ! < 

blaicnk lm94a~k:~_j J ewa were oro~red_ ~ 
.,. Wtnlna to Tn Nsw You Tu.ru. ing Aachen, :cept those_ married! 

AACHEN, .. Garmany _Oct. 26 to "Aryans." rhere were-about a 
ou-t of tlie Co!o e district, lri·c-lud_• 

The ruthleunela- and ~rtificlalit dozen such I , ·Aachen but ~-~ 1 
ot Hitler'• ~U·Je~ish p ·licy stan ~~~~ ~~:~e_a·:l ;r:e~ r::oe~sp~c ~; 
out aonaplcuoualy when one talk ously to avoid the Gestapo. Abo l 
with the inhabitants of 'thie cit 200 such Jewa remained in Colo _ f. 
who remained behind when th Sept. 8 this year Nazi authori-
l~azl authorities ordered It evacu t!ea ordered ~his whole part of 
~~ted on the eve of our invasion Germany- evacuated. In_-- A~;~.chen 

h 1 rt this dozen Jews were among ~he l uccessive purges ave e scarce 3,000 -Aachenera whO preferred 
l'J a dozen or Aachen's one~tlme de-ath in battle to an unknown.fate 
Jewish population of 3,000 to 5,000. In Germany; 
And these survivors are now being 'r_he 41Ary~n" faml~y with whom 
accepted by- their "Aryan" neigh- thla buolneso man lived departed. 
bora on the same friendly terms hOwever. The businesS ma,n s~ayed 
that prevailed between Jewil an behind, hiding in the apartment. 
non-Jew• in Aaohen before Hille He heard b]blng and shelling 
made the Jews the sc-apegoats. and the aoun of our troops figJ; 

This dozen are hot segregate !ng their w_ ay ,'ow·a-rd _t)le c_enter f 
but are distributed· 'among th the city with mixed feelings, 
5,000 Aacheners In a refugee cam On Oct. 17 1e battle reacQed 1 

n. ear the city. Unti-l th~:Amerlcan atreet. There was a pounding·. • 
~~me In they were l?'lding I his door. He feared ·to. open_ It 

\

il-aehon cellara. - Jest It be the Germano. Then'the 
· The experience of on ~f theae I door was broken <jowri and In burst-
fairly typical. It Ia be -er not t an Amerlcim soldier. The business 
bse his name because his wife wa man emb_raced·_hfm. , 
taken by the Germans and mlgh "I wu 10 happy to ..-e your,. 
atill be alive. But before Hitler h men," lie said today. "I have . _ -. 
wao a. prosperous business man in nothing left in the world, nothing 1. _: · 
Cologne-<>lle of that city's 20,000 except th~se ragged cio_!l}e'fi hav'l\ r ._-,-
J ewa who lived there llim!cably on but 1 am happy.'' - ~ · ·:: Q · -· 
with non-Jews. He 'held positions One elderly Christian woman .sat~­
of honor In the community. He Is near ua aa he told his story In the: · 
now more than 60 yeara pld. - office of the refugee camp. · 

Impoverhiiied b7 Nazt• ''We want to help the Jewa how 
t e can.', sh~ l!laid. "We could 1 

Step by step he was stripped 0 not do much before. T~ pee;>~ 
hl1 bu•ln••• and hi~ )ioino :after who showed. ~m 8 ympa hy we ie 
Hitler came In e,nd eventually was arrested._ T. h , people o A. _a.ch i'n. -

j ~reed w~tl.l hi : ife_ hlto hiding tu were alwaya lod to the j:ws. 11 

' e terri . urge of November, She added \lvely: "Th~e w e I 
I 38. 1942, disaster& tot ¥h;;,l;,;mii4-00:Y wealthy few a here and they 

I creased. He and hla wife apent much - oney.'' 
" _ ~ee separately to circumvent _a __ . __________ , 



TO: 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

To llinister Harrison 

Without, hov1ever, aweiting Vatican's 
mediately to approach Swiss government; .. ,~,,.~d-; 
power for Salvador and certain other 1<m,,..., ,.,,,.., .x·eD•.u;~;;~.""' 
immediate steps to protect the persons 

mont 1 s llBl of b.pril 7, ·1221 of J.pril 10, 
July 21, 3180~f September 14, and all 
holders of Latin American documents. .::>D~;c;LL.J.c;'l.I;.L.'I 
that Swl.ss government may find it possible 
government of the truth of the :report tl1at .Jews 
sion of documents issued in tho name of Salvador. 
re.publics haye been removed to Germany or .al:,'eas 'under,;13eJnrum. ccl•titrol.::·. 
(b) to inquire of tho Gorman government of thq' 
persons, {o) to declare to tho Germa."lon·,,wrnr•in,,t.. 
under the protection. ·Qf Switzerland as orotec·tilrlR: nol'ie:r •• :.artd 
request, German· governino.nt"' . .to .. afford Swiss .· 
ties for exercising such .-p:tot·ectio!:!.~>· · 

·In view of lHrge proportion of 
among deportees reported in your 
municated in your 3871 of June 17 tntta~~rapl\: 
facilitate your task. 

Arnemba.esy M.'ldrid· is· being 
Paraguayan passport hqlders. · 

~HIS IS WRB. BERN CABLE NO. 

Ali.ss Chaunc~y (forthe . 
Friedman,· Gaston;,Hod?J:;:.L,~'~'"'''< 

L . 
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132 NASSAU -STREET 
{ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7. N.-Y. 

PHONE _Re:CTOR 2•423!5 

October 18, 194'* 

Honorable John W. Pehle, Exec. Dir. 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Bldg. 
Washington, v. c. 

Honorable Sir: 

We are indeed grateful for your deep concern in 
tl>e matter of tl.e reccue of the remaining Jews in 
Europe. 

The Assistant l:lecretary of State, l.!r. Berle,_ has 
requested us .to submit ~ memorandum incorporating sug.;. 
gested proposals i'or rescue; and we enclose a copy of 
the memorandum wear~ &~nding_to Mr. ll~r~. 

We are certain yo~ will lend the fullest cooper'­
ation of the War ::tefugee lloard to the execution of the~ 
proposals suggested • 

.; 

With deepest appreciation, 

veru respectfully YO\ll'So 

AK:r 

P.S. - We are also enclosing copy of a telegram sent to 
our President today. 

·To rese11e,- save and preserve from war de'slrttctiotl tbe Torab· ~~lzj~~ 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) 

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of European 



ECW STR TEL PD Oal'OE: 8, 1944 

' THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

THE II'HITE HOUSE, V/ASHING!OON, DoOo 

THE TI.lPIDilliNG FATE OF THE 300,000 ~JiFut REMAINING HUNGARIAN ,JEWS OOMPELS Otm 

RESPE~FUI.LY PRSSEli'TING TO YDU OUR MO sr URGEN.l' AH'EAL STOP REPORTED EN.l'RY OF S.B. 

;:EN IN BUDAPEST WITH DIA:OOLIO EXTERMINATION PLAN FACTUALLY SUBS!fANTIATED AND ALREADY 

OOM1!ENOED STOP MAY WE RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST FOLLOWING AOTION FmBTLYA PRESIDENTIAL 

W.~RNING AND A MILITARY WARNING BY GENERAL EISENHOWER OONOERNING HUNGARY AND IN• 

TEP.lffiS m ALL CONCENTRATION CAMPS S:":OONDLY A REQUEST THAT THE RUSSIAN AND BRITISH 

~V:!ffilf'.J"l.'TS ISSUE SIMILAR W"IRNINGS THIRDLY A PR'Il!SIDENTIAL APPEAL TO THE HUNGARIAN 

P:OOPLE THA!D THEIR PROTECTION OF JEWS AND STIDNG RESISTANCE 'l'O THEI1l DEPOR':ATIONS 

AND EXTER:HNATIONS WILL P."':Aar IN THEIR FAVOR AND TO EXPRESS IN THIS APPEAL THE 

CERTAINTY THAT SUCH ACTION BY THE HUNGARIAN P"l)PLE IS WITHIN THEIR POWER AND 

POSSIBIF. UNDER PR'SENT OONDIT IONS IN HUNGARY !Jrop A REQtJEcT FOR A SIMILAR APPEAL 

TO THE lfUNGARHN P:,X,PLE BY THE GOVERUMENfS OF. GREAT BRIT.tl.IN AND RUSSIA SIDULl> 

FOLLOW S'l'OP WE APPEAL IN THE LAST HOURS FOR EUROPEAN JEWRY FOR YOUR EXOELLENOY'B 

IM,.~DIAT'~: AND SORELY NEEDED AOTION AS PETITIOllED AND \\'HATEVF..R OTHER AO'l'ION lOuR 

EXOELLEUCY '.l'ILL ~'HID NECESSARY S'mP \'liTH OUR ·~:xJ>RESSIONS OF PROFOUND GRATEFULNESS 

UNION OF ORTHOIDX RABBIS 01? THE UlUTED STATES AND OANADA 

RABBIS ISRAEL ROSENBERG EL SILVER B.L, LEVINTHAL 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGEllOY OOMMITTEE IN NAME OF AI,L 

JEWISH ORTHOIDX ORGANIZATIONS . .:. ; • ~ 

RABBIS ARON KOTLER ABRAHAM KALMAl'llWITZ I M OOROON 

132 NASSAU STREIT 
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1 ;,"JE1DRA,v';,l ';:0 ':'h'E H~1"'0;ABLE JOHIV.W. P~HLE 
· · EXEcmivE DIRECTon, •.M?. R?.F. ···"c:: roARD 

WAS!IlllGTOll, D. C.. -.,. 

~he im}lending fate of the pitiful remnant of .!Suro!lE!Bn J~ry,inipels 

us to respeotfUlly suggest the following steps for their rescuea 

1) A warning~ the President to' the German Government and people 

that the planned extermination of Jlhe Jews in Hungary and in all the QOU.. 

oentration omnps, will be retaliated with greatest severity. _The Brit1sh 

and Russian Governments are to be requested to issue similar warnings. 

2) The military oOOI'nand, hesded by lienarnl Drlight D. Eisenhower;, 

is to issUG a similar warning to the Ga:tmans. 

3) An appeal ~ the President to the Hungarian people to protect 

the Jews and to strongly oppose all attempts at their deportation and 

extinct ion. ~he appeal. should express Jlhe certainty that such action by 

the Hungarian people is within their power and high~ possible under 

present conditions in Hungary, and would reset in their favor and best 

interests. The- British and .ttussian "ovarmnents a1•e to be requested to 

issue similar oppeals to the Hungarian people. 

4) That the State »apartment make a presentation to the vatican 

that the Vatioan issoo an open appeal to the _people of Uungary and to 

the clerics therein tc lend ev~:cy prOotectioi:l to those s,ingl.p!l:o~ t~'ll 

extermination, and to the Jews in Hungary who have beoome the particular 

targets of the Nazis. 

5) A proposal -tb:at all .internSfls in ell ooncentrstion oailips ar·e· to 

be declared prisoners of w~·r. · >ind to entitle them to the protection of· 

sueb status. We urge that this step be taken even if retaliation- ·cannot 

be carried out. It looms large as a method of possible resoue· and is 

warranted by tha seriousness of the situation and tha fast falling: shadow 

on the rescue situation. 

6) It bas been piUVen that the judicious disposition of fUnds has 

saved many lives. We urge the continued use of this method and we re-

spaotfully bog that larger sums he mad& available for neg()t1at1ona for 

the rescue of those still held by the Germa-ns. O}tr'Oo~itt~(l~ln ~itser-: 

land headed by Mr. Sternbuob stands res~~~r to give e'V$ry cooperation in 
exploiting this reaoue method to the fullest de~es. 

Respectfully subml tted, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY-

··~ 
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/ . .· . ·· ..... · 

:.~10RA;IDU'J.l >'0 THE HOJ\'ORABLE JOHN, W. PEI!LE 
EAECilliVE DIRECTOR, '.'!AR RRF ": BOARD 

WASEING'l'Oil,. D. C. 

-----------------------

The impending :tate of the pitiful remnant of ;guropean ,Tawry 9 ihipels 

us to respeotfully suggf,lst the followt.ng steps for their resoues 

1) A warning by the President to the Gorman Government and people 

that the planned extermination of bhe Jews in Hungary and in all the con­

oentration omnps, wlll be retaliated with greatest severity. The British 

and Russian Governments are to be requested to issue similar warnings. 

2) The military oomnand, headed by lienarnl DRight D. Eisenhower, 

is to issue "' similar warning to the Ge:l'lnans. 

3) An appeal by the President to the Hungarian people to proteot 

the J£JWs and to strongly oppose all attempts at their deportation and 

extinotlon. The appeal should express bhe oertainty that suob aot1on b,v 

the Hungarian people is within their power and highly possible under 

present oonditions in Hungary, and would reset in their :tavor and best 

interests. The British and .ttussian "o'V&rnments are to be requested te 

issue similar appeals to the Hungarian people. 

4) That the State .llepar.trnent make a presentation to the Vatican 

that the Vatloan issue an open appeal to the people of Hungsr,v and to 

the olerios therein to lend ev~ny pro.teotion to thostf .. s.ingl.jl~:_.o~t ,fo~ 

extermination, and to the Jaws in Hungary who have beoome the particular 

targets of the Nazis. 

5! A pro'Pesal that all internees in all oonoentration oamps·are to 

be deolared prisoners ·of ·war. and to entitle them to the ,p:rQtootion of 

syoh status. We urge that this step be taken oven 11' retaliation oarmot 

be oarried out. It looms large ae a method of possible resoue·and ·fa 

warranted by the seriousness of the situation and the fast falling, shadow . 

on the resoue situation. 

6) It h~s been proven that the judioious disposition of funds baa 

saved many li'V&so We urge the oontinued use of this method·and we ra-

speotfully beg that larger sums be made available for negotiations for 

the resoue of those still held by the German~'.- OUr Oommittee in ~ltzel'- i 
; land headed by Mr. Stornbuoh stands rsad.'f to give every ooop9rat1ori fn 

exploiting this rosoue method to the fullest degrees. 

ne!IP&otfully submitted, 

VAAD HAlfATZALA EI!ERGENOY OOWITTEB 

... 1 



V. H. E. C. 
132 NASSAU STREET 

Suite 819-820 
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Honorable .John W, Peh;Le 9 .l!;xec• Dir. 

Treasury Bld,g. 

washington, D• o. ·., 
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APOsTOL! 0 ·DELEGATION 
JJJ9 l'.Bsaachusetb Avenue 

WaShington, D. C. 

No. 581/42 July Zl, 1944 

My dear Air. Stettiniu1u 

In .further re.fare.nce to your nota o£ 
June 24, 1944, aoucern.i.ng tho status of Je'lm interned in Ge:rruany &id' 
other Axl.s-owtrollod countries, I an pleanod to .inf.om you of the 
content of a colllllninication just raoet vad .f'rom His Eminence, the 
Cardinal Secretary of State. 

!lis P'Lcinonce info:t'ms me that the Holy SBe hastened to ask 
the lntereat. of t!1a Apostolic Nuncintux·es in Germany, Raumania, 
Hungary and f..lovakia, for tb.e pm·pose of obtaining for the 
unfortunate intarnQee in question troatm~nt trl.milar to that. granted. 
to civilian internees to whom the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
are appllod by analogy. ' 

To tho presorit- Hil;l E . .tnnencc has ;reaei ved n response fl'om the 
Apostolic Nu.nciature ·ir( -B,1d.apest, informing him that tho Gov·ernment 
of Hungary will authorize the &$!!ding of paokages of foodstuffs 
through the charmoln of the Red Cross to paraona interned in 
concentration camps. 

I am confident thnt as floon as other replies are receivea 
from the various t~unoiaturaa Hia Elllinenoe will inform me of 
t;.air content, and I shall "be happy to transmit them to you. 

With the asaurancea of my highest oonei4er~~Ol;l and·. o£ my 
deap personal regard, 1 remain ·- - .. 

a/e 

'l"ne Honorabla 
!';dward .R. stettinius. Jr. 

Under Seoretar,y of State. 

Youre ver~ sincerely, 

A. o. Oioognani 
Archbishop of Laodicea 

Apostolic Delegate 

c/o Abrahamson, Akzin, Friedman, tlodel, !!ann, llcOormaak, !.larks, 
Pehlo and Sargoy 



N o. 5'31/ 1.,2 

APOS'l'OLI G DELEGATI ON 
3339 ~aeachuoette Avenue 

Washington, D. c. 

My dear .v.r, ctuttinius: 

June 26, 1944 

I wish to ackn01rladge your ea­
teemed communication of June 24, 1944, regarding the plight _ 
of Jmm and other persons detained in camps b;r the (lorman 
and satellite governments :for reD.BOi1B of' race, religion or 
political beHe.f. 

Today 1 have communicated the substance ot: your 
corlllllunioation to His l".minonce, tha Cardinal Sa(}retary- of 
State, nnd .t t .:.s a ploa.:ruro to assure you that the Holy Bee 
will do (lverythinr 1.!; its power to obtain for the~e unfortunates 
a treatl!!ant llimilar to that accorded t.o aivilian internees. 

I.e soon as a r..asponse is received from the Holy :sea· it 
Yr'W.l be my pltta.aure to i!1forlrt you of the oootant of -the SW!le. 

With the :.t!3auranel9s· ·of iay highest aonsid~r!'iltion 1 and of 
my deep oeraonal ra~ard, .C l'amain 

The Honorable 

Edward n. Stettiniue 

(signed) A. O. OICOONANI - • . -
Arohbiahop of -LaolfiiJP.a 

Apostoli.c Delegate 

Under Secretary o£ State 
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APGS'.i'OLlli DW.LWA TI ON 
3339 uassachuaottu Avenue 

l'in-l!lhir•ston, D. c. 

July T/ 1 1944 

ln furthl'lr re.farenca to your note of 
Jur11.1 24, 1944, OOtlcet'l:ii•~~ tho eiiatl.tG Gl' JBwe internud in Gsrir.any and 
othar ftxi e-oon troli~;(l coun t.rias, l m:, plenuod to inf orzt you o 1' the 
oont..ent of 11 oow•unication just raoeivod from :iia Erainonce, tho 
C4rdl.nal C'iaorctary of St.ata. 

His r~_i!;or,cQ ini'ori!W me t.rJ<t 1.u~ !;ely StHs hl!:stened to ask 
th$ interest, o;· t:1t~ Apostolic :iunointurma in Gt1rauny, Roumania• 
Hungary and ~'J.ovaltia, for tho purpona of obtaining tm· tho 
unfortunate intarncca in qu.eF;tion t.roa1i.ment airail<•l' to t.tm.t granted 
to "i. vilian 1ri t.~moes to whom tht> proviBions of the Geneva Cntwenti<¥1 
aro appliod by analogy. 

'I'o tho pr61Jant b iu &ainencu llas roaei vod n raapuuae· from the 
Apostolic ;, 1mciaturo lr. ~Lda_pttmt., infonning him that tha Government 
of liungnry will authorize the- sending of paokagea of foodertuffs 
through the channoln of tno !ted c.i-uss ·to peraone interzied in 
concentration C11!1;pa. · 

I m11 confident timt aB noon as ot_hm' replies n.re l"$oelved 
from t.he v.:;rioua1~1.mc.latu.r6s His f<.:Winenoe will inform 148 of 
t:.oir content, aw1 1 shall be happy to tranS11Jit the111 to fOU• 

rii th the asam•a;1cm1 of ruy highest oonaideration und of IllY 
deap personal regurd, r J"f!U:ain 

rt/s 

The Honorable 
Mward It.. Stettinius, Jr, 

Und!u· ftoo.ro~ of 5tat.e. 

Xours v•ry sincerely, 

A. 0. Oioognani 
Archbishop of LaodicfHl 

Apostolic Del$gute 

c/o Abrahamson, 1\kzin, Friedw.m, Hodel, ~arm, ~.toaorJMok, l~ll'ks, 
Pohlf! &ld !'·argoy 



APt'6TOLI C DELJi:UA'l'l ON 
3339 Maasaahuaatts Avenue 

l'iashin~ton, D. c. 

!Jy denr '"!.'. ''tat t.iniur.u 

June 26, 1944 

;" '<~'ish t,.:; aaknowladge yc;;r eli­
teamed coMtunicr.;tior: of Jmu'l 21., 1941*' regarding 1iha :plignt· 
o:' Jews end other persons detR in<id 1n oornps bJ th0 Oarruan 
and satellito govornm1mt.s for r!Ml!lt1ns of race, rAligion or 
politicnl bel.l'l.f. 

Today ~ have. comurur~i!;.s.tad tho anb~t.aaoa of your -
conlli.ur.icatimt to His ~'-minanoe, tho Gnrdln;1l Seo1·~ltm-; ct 
~~tate, U':d it. i:. a plalllf:l:ra to naauro you tha·t t'>O Holy 5tlO 
wiil do ~sver.Ythirtt: in its ;lOW<3r to obtaiJ1 for thl'!lsc un f<.>r'tunates 
a traatr;~uil, uLmilar to_ ~.il:.t accord.Gd to· oivlliarl itlternoos. 

Ml !N'X• ns n respm'!IIO. is r"u"'i vod i'ro:tl th0 Holy ::iee it 
will bo my pls!'.~aro to infDl'tl: :)'(YJ- of the cont!lr;i. 6£ thG nrua~h 

.;itt. tn~ as~;ur1mc.os of trw hii;hout cc;:lai®ration, e.nd of 
llV l'.i<:1(lp por'tHJO:Wl r'ill~az·d, l l'emliin 

The ~1onora.hle 

1\dward ll. ~ltet.tiniUIJ 

_-· ·,. ~ '· 

(signed) A. G. GlCCONANI 
Arohbiehop of La0111.e~n 

Apost.olio Dalegate 

Und.(:tr Sooretary of State 



F'ROM• 

TOI Seorstary of State_ Washingtoil 

DAT~iDt July 3. 1944 

4226 

It ia ato.ted in SWiss note of July 1. pursuant first 

paragraph notice number one summari&ed in Legation's oable of 

July 3, no. 4223, that Swi&B Legation in Berlin oonfir'lliiJ 

answer from German Foreign Offioe that no internment oamp 

exists bearing r~mss Bostoroat in Sileaia and Bergau near-

Dresden. It is suggested by Swiss Legation in Berlin that 

Bergau oamp may be Bergen-Baleen near cello, Hanover, which is 

a speoio.l orunp for auembling exchangeable persons (espeoially 

Jews) who do not poueso national! ty of states which SWitzer-

land repros mta._ _.The sooond a amp- mtght well oonoern former 

internment oamp for. Bd._tiah lll&n at Toot in ~ilesia. 

With a view to undertokint; inquiry oonoerning deported 

persons, a representative of the SWiss Legation in Berlin will 

viuit Vittol oa.p early in Julye 

Foregoing hae reference to American Intere~ts! ~~~ny • 
. . :- ~-. ' 

HARRISON 

DCRaVAG 7/7/44 

oc6Bea 07o Ab~onu A~ih Bernatela !oreaetetn Oobe Daloia ~r1~ Gaatoa 
Hodel Lauchltn, X..aeer kuford Mana Hauoa Marko KcOonack la~>!fJI Ste.n41ah ltewan 
Ve1nateill0 B. Do Wbiteo Pohle :Pilea. . 

DECLA::>Sll''l~;u 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-7 2 

By R. H. Parks Da~ 2 1972 








