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Dear Mr. Smith: 

Your letter of April 30, 1944, to the Honorable 
Cordell Hull, requesting information concerning the work the 
Board is doin~. has been referred to me. 

The War Refugee Board was created by the President 
on January 22, for the purpose of taking all possible 11e8.eures 
to rescue and eave the victims of enemy oppression who are 1n 
imminent danger of death, and to afford such victims all possible 
relief and aseiatnnce consistent with the eucoeeaful proaeoution 
of the war. 

To accomplish its purpose, the Bo~rd has initiated 
numerous 11eaeures to aeeis.t .. pereone to escape from enemy and 
ene1D7-ooeupied countriee, to-find haven& Gf refuge for them, 
to obtain better treatment for those for whom escape· iB nOt 
poeeible, and to persuade the eilteli1teoountr1ea to dee1st 
from cooperation with the Baal policy of penecution and exter­
mination of minority peoples. EstabUshed private or,gan1Bat1ona 
engaged 1n refugee and rellef aot1v1t1ea are cooperating with the 
Board in the developaent and ezecut1on of its retloue·programs. 
The Board has also stationed representatives in etrntegic countries 
in order to expedite these measures, 

The enclosed presa releases will give you the h!ghiighte 
on what we are doing. I am sure you will appreoi~te that the nature 
of this task ls such that a-detailed account of our work cannot be 
given. The important thing is that people whose lives are in dan1er 
are eeoaping from enemy-controlled territory, thoee who are brought 
out are being cared for, and plaoee of ae7lua are being found for 
them where they can remain ln safety until the tlme coaee wben they 
118.7 be returned to their home1... ln this connection, 1 think you will 
find eepeoially interesting the attached coplee of the Preeident 1 e 
recent meesage to Co~~greas, hls cablegru of June 8, 1944, to Aaba•· 
eador Robart Murphy ln Algiers regarding the eetablishaent of an 
Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oewego, lew York, and hh 
memorandum of the eaae date to the ageno7 beads concerned with the 
execution of the proJect. 
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l can aBBure you that the Board 1a doing everythin« 
in ita power to achieve the humanitarian obJecUves for which 
1t was created, knowing that the measure of ita suooe.tla willbe · 
the number of lives saved. 

Mr. Curtis W. Smith, 
5757 University Avenue, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 

Enclosures. 

Very truly youra, 

iSignedJ J. w. Pehle 

11. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

\ 
.I 



In reply please 
refer to: 640 

Dear Ur. Smith: 
_i 

Your l-etter of April 30, 1944, to the Hofi~rable O~rd~~l ~'Qll~ 
requesting infol'lll8.tion concerning the work the Byard is doing; ·ha.lf· been 
referred to me. _,. 

The War Refugee Board vas created/b,y the President ·on· January 
22, for the purpose of teking all poseibl~·measures to rescue and aave 
the victims of enemy opJ>reaeion vho are }n imminent danger of death, and 
to afford such victims all possible re~(ef and assistance consistent with 
the successful prosecution of the wa~ .• 

To accomplish its purpose, the Board has initiated numerout 
measures to assist persona to escape from enemy and enemw-occupied coun­
tries, to find havens of refugl}/f'or them, to obtain better tr.eatment for. 
those for vhom-escap~ is-not p6eetble; and t_o persuade th~ a~_telUte coun­
tries to desist from c(iopera,iion with the llaai po1lcy of persecution and 
extermination of minority p.,pl.ee_. EstablUhad, private Oll'ganizat1(U18 
engaged in refugee and ref,t~f activities are cooperating with the Board 
in tbe development and ,sEecution of ita rescue progrB!Ile. 'llhe Board bati 
also atationed represe_J(tati vee in strategic countries in O!'der to expedite 
these measures. , -

' 
The anolised preas releases wUl give ;you the h1gblighte on what 

we are doin..g, I . .4im aure you will appreciate that the nature of this task 
1e ouch that a fetailed account of our· work cannot be_ o!f!V~J~·- 'l'he llliportant. 
thing is that ,People whose Uvea are in danger are eecsaping from enelll7-con­
trolled t4rr~tor;y, those who are brought out are being oared for, and p-lacet 
ot aeylum aJ(e being found for them where they oan remain in eafety until 
the time qemes when they may be returned to their homes, 

. I can assure you that the Board is do,ing everything in ita power 
to ac~eve the humanitarian obJectives for vhioh lt vas created, knowing 
that ,the measure of' its suocese vil,l be the nUIIber of lives eaved, 

Mr. Ourtia w. Smith, 
6767 Univeraity Avenue, 
~to~ 37, llltnota. 

J. If. Pehle 
E%eanttve Director 
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Dear llr. Sllith: 

Your letter ot April 30, 1944. to the 
Cordell Bull, requeetlag intoraatioa coacetni 
Board la doing, has been referred to ae. / 

!he War Rehgee .Board wall crea\e'{:, the· Preslcleat oa 
J'aDua17 32, tor the pnrpose of taklac ali poellible atatiUl'ee to 
". scue and eaYe the Y1ct1u of eneJ117 9PJ.re. eeioa who. · $1'8 .1D lul­
neat danger ot dath, and to affor4 ,.e'uch Ylctlae. all possible re-
11ef and auletaace condsteat wi tJ{ the eucceseful proeeeutioa of 
the war. / / ' . 

· 'l'o accoapltsh Us P)lfpon, the Board hae lll1t1.ate4 
auaerous aeaaune to aaelet ,pereoae -to Heape fi'Oa ea..,. ad 
....,.-occupied co'Qnbtea. o "flad haYeDe of refuge for thea, 
and to pereuade the eate : 1te countrln to 4eetet ti'O.a eoOJiera-· 
tioa v1 th the Rasl poH .. ·of pel'secuUoa ud 'atentaaUtla ot 
llinorlt)- peoples. •• liehed prl"f'ate orcantea\lone ettg81!14 ~ 

ref. ugee ancl rel~· et a 1YU1ee .are coope.-atln& wl.· th the loaH··· ..• ·. ~.·.···.···•·.·. . . . the developaent and exeeuUoa of Ue r•-- ,........-~ !he Joan llU · 
aleo etaUonecl ren eeeatdiYee la etratqlc ccriultriee la ~er to 
e~e4Ue these euree. .. 
. I . 

1 aa;aure :rou v 111 appre~bte that the natve of thle 
task le SUCh tbat a detailed &OCO'IIIlt Of O'in' WO* caaait'" flY .. , 
I can ueur :rou. howeYer. that the Boar4 1• dolDC .,. • ..,.,hiM la 
lb power aohle•e the haaaUanan obJeo,lYee for vh.101l l' .,a 
created. owing thai' the aealhU'e o~ 1 h nco••• will be the ••ber 
of u .. a aYed. · · 

.. 

Te17 tnt7 pure, 

J. w. Pehle 
~ecutl"f'e Director 
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1944 MAY 3 
/ 

Hon. Cordell Hull 
Department of State[;!,,::,:,:-~ U' 
Washin~ton D. C. COMI,iUNiCA l.iOWS 

D t J\110 F~EGORDS 
Dear Mr. Hull: 

I am concerned to l:now what the War Refugee Board 
is doing. Since it was set up in January I have heard · 
very little about its activities, although the matters 
with which it is concerned are of the utmest importance. 

In particular, what is being done by the Board and , 
by the State Department with regard to the Jewish rescue 
problem'l I realize that many problens of diplomacy are 
pressing at the moment, but there is hardly one with, 
more chance of immediate solution--if we have the cou.r-
age to act. · 

I urge upon you and, through you, upon the Board 
the tremendous need and urgency of this situation. 

Sincerely yours, 

C~W-~ 
/ 

Curtis·w. Smith 


