


On July 17 and again on Jv:Ly 20 1 diecussed with Am'bassador K' (1]

‘the refugee situation in Spain. In the co\u'se of my second. convers 'ai,;
the Ambassador handed me a tem-«page memoraudum daaling with the refugee

activities of the American Fmbassy in Spa.in. . 1 L

This memorendum concems itself pr:lncipally with the refugee pro'blem :

as it existed in Spain prior to 1944, After ela'bora.ting :ln some de'cail s

the efforts of the Embassy to facilitate the paasage ‘of Frenchmen throughsr

Spain to French North .Lfrica vhere they could Join the French mlitaty ﬂ :

forces there, the memerandum attempis to Justify Ambaesador Hayes' failure?': ; :

Vto cooperate with the War Refugee Board. -
Agide from his apparent general wawillingness to coopera.te wi,th the

VWar ﬁefugee Board, the Board tekes exception to the following—aqucts of - :

Ambassador Hayes' cond.uct of refugee activities in Spains

() Ambassador anes' maistence on restricting refugae activities

in Spain to relief and his refusal to give fa.vora’ble cons:lderapr
tion to projects relating to the rescue: of refugess from
enemy territory; B AT
(b) Ambsesador Hayes! refusal to permit a War Refugee Board
Tepresentative to operate inside Spain- andk - ,
(¢) Ambassador He.yes' refusal even to make the A.merican Government'ser L

refugee policy known to the Spanish Govemment

1, The memorandum hended %o me by Ambassador Hayes stahes that

although a critical refugee problem did exist in Spein during most of 1943,; 7 ,

this hed been reduced by the beginning of 1944 50 re’la.t:l.ﬂvaiifnmvrf :
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proportions by virtue of the la.rge numbere of pere ne. eva.cua.te_"‘

and the reduced rate at which refugees of a11 categories were then entering
Spain®, This statement paints in a nut-shell the fallecy i.n the Am’bauaﬂor
entire approach to the refugee problem, which he coneidere as: primarily
one of relief - Apperently Am'baeeador Hayes! obJective.:insofar e.e refugee
activities in Spain ere concerned, is 11mited to the evacuation of refugees
from Spain as repidly as possible, The Ambaeee.dor aypa.rently overloeke ther,i{:f‘: :
significance of the President's langusge in Executive Order No, 9417, which
calls upon the Secretaries of State,‘ﬁar ‘and the Treasury “tormzrtrhe} ‘
victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of dee.th'; (Under- - -
soering supplied), Although admittedly relief activities are beingr . R
conducted in Spain, regcue activity in Spein is at a 'minim.m.: It 1erprinerz“11’yr':_’ 7
the reggue of refugees which the Boa.rd heg been attempting to encourege 1n '
its various Mstmctions to the Em'basey which are curtly dismissed: in

Ambassador Hayes‘ memorandum‘ _ee'giving !e,vidence',ef Iittle un“deretandingﬁ'r'

2, The memorandum hended to me by Ambassador Hayes complaine of g

the Board's unwillingness "to take sdvantage of the e@erience already
gelned by those ectively engaged in the work of refugee relief 1n Spe.in" : ,
The record indicates quite the contrery.' Far from refusi:ng to t.ake a.dvantegei;
of such experience, the War Refugee Board proposed to eppo:lnt as 1te o : 7
representative in Spain & person well known to Ambaeeedor Bayee, Mr, De.'v'id.ﬂr' 7
Blickenstaff, who. administers for the Embassy The erresentation in Spain '
of American Relief Organizations, It was only after Ambassador Ee.;rree'

refusal to permit Mr, Blickenstaff to devote hisg full At:lme.ito' i{arVRefuge'e
Board activities thet the Board proposed to appoint someone eia'e'a"'s 1te--

representative,




VThe statement in the memorandum ‘that the methods rof carrying out v
the objectives of the War Refugee Board in Spain "c'anpot’ 'bé ﬂ.’et'ermix'x:ed.;f:'
without reference to conditions as they are kmown tore'#i'st in tﬁié: : -
country¥, is somewhat surprising, in v’ie\; of tﬁe,'fact that until a fé;:""
weeks ago, Ambassador Hayes has consistently refused to permit a. Har
Refugee Board representative to operate in Spain, In 8ll other neutral
Buropean countries the War Refugee Board has had the advantage of having _ o
its persona.l representative on the spot to give & firsthand. account of i
1ocal conditions to the Board, Spain was the lone exception, 7 :

3 Ambassédor Hayes attempts to justify his failure torrcax;rjr out
the War Refugee Board instructions to the Embassy on the ground that ' '
thege ingtructions have given eviAdence of little undéfita.nding 6f ?bhé )
refugee sltuation in Spain and ‘“,eyaﬁ'les's undersi:anding of ther implications-
of Americen policy in Spain in fiéids;"ﬁoi'e' closely related to the ,\Iv-areffort".
Unlike our other Am'basaadors and Ministers who have without except:lon
cooperated with the Wa.r Refugee Board in carrying out similer and sometimes
{dentical instructions, Ambassador Hayes appea.rs to persist 111 his belief
that Executive Order No, 9417 does not' meen what it seys wh‘eyn_‘ :Ug geclgi‘gsj
that it is "the policy of this Government to teke all meagures within 1ts . -
power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are :j.n imminent denger )
of death * * * " So convinced 1s the Ambagsador tha;.t'megutriveprder
No.A 9417 was not a major policy of the United States Government that he
adamantly refuses even now to meke known to the Spanish Governmernt the

President's declared policy! Nor was his att.tune altered by the President'

doclaration of March 24 concerning the Nazi plan to annihilate t;he Jevd,




which declaration was conveyed to the Spanish Government,{ith

ote of transmittel, mms it wes not surprising that An. eharp contra
to the effective play given this declaration in other neutral conntr:les
the President's declaration received almost no mention in- the Spanish
_ press and radle,

As an example of the Board's "lack of comprehension of the impllcatione
“involved¥ in the implementation of its instructione, the Am’bassador‘
, memorandum cites tha War Refugee Board suggestion that the lhfbassy request
the Spanish Government to relax its border controls against refugees. '
The memorandum mentions that aaide from the consideration that no refugees: o

- were being prevented from entering Spain by the Spanish ‘Doi‘der control, the O

maintenance of such control by the Spanieh euthorities slong a border 'ad;]aceh'tff B

to German-held territory was in our interest, particularly in éonneotion :

wlth our efforts to reduce.the number of German agents in Spain and to prevent
the smuggling out of Spain of "igolf;rem— and other commodities Whioh»\-}e were RS
attempting to lceep from the enemy * * * ¥, First let the record be clear

that refugees have been prevented from entering Spain by the Spanish 'border L

control according to information received by the Boardrfrom the Belgian RO
Government In Exile and Mr, Niles V¥, Bond, Third Secreta::y of. the Enbaesy
in Medrid, Secondly, in view of the large dlplomatic and non-diplome.tic '
Nazi representation in Spain and. the unlimited facility of comnnmicatlon =
and transportation between Spain snd German ocoupled territoé’y, the - 7
Ambagsador's reference to the Spanish border control keep:lng out German
‘asents appears somewhat humgrous. Furthermore, 1t is not at all elear to the

" Board that the relaxation of the border control against refugeee is

necessarily inconsisgtent with the maintenance of a _etrict control for purposes . -




of preventing the smuggling out of Spainm of 'oroducts auch a8 wo].fram. :
4, The mamorandum hended to me by Am‘ba.ssador Hayes a.lso
makes numerous other unfounded accusations against the Var Refugee Board.

which unfortunately appear 1ndicative of the Ambassador‘s vhole general

attitude on this subject, Illustrative of the Bosrd's failure %o comprehend -

the reallities of present conditions in Spain, according to the memorand.um,
{g the War Refugee Boerd.'s_cablegram of May 26 which requested the &nbassy
to urge the Spanish Government to increéée its rerpresentation iﬁ’ﬁungaxy; a
al though Just s; short time before instructions had been received from .

the State Department requesting the Embassy to discourage relations between

the Spenish Government snd the Hungarian puppet regime. The ceble referred- - T

to by Ambassador Hayes had been cleaved, as usual, throughrtha Department
of State, If the Board.‘s instructions were 1nconsie{;ent Vwith previoué T
instructions transmitted by the Department of Sta.te, the Board should have

been so advised at the time that 1ts ceble was being elea.red, for the Board
cannot be expected to have intuitive kmnowledge of State Dep,a;‘tmentr 7

instructions to its mlasions,




The War Refugee Board submits the following plan of it
rosed operations in Spain for your consideratiéﬁ,radviCe and cbmmenﬁJ
The Special Attache to your Embassy would sdperﬁise'uﬁ&éf

you all the Board's operations in Spain, including the,establishmenf

and maintenznce of refugee camps., He will have assizned to him a.small’

staff which might include Transportation, Supply and Finance Cfficérs .

It is planned that the Attache and his immediate staff base theirx
operations in Yadrid. In addition to fhgriadrid staff, should th;'—
volume of refugees so warrant, it is proposed that three reception
centers be established along the Franco—Spanish frontier. Each'of~
these centers would have an Administrator pbssessing experisnce in

refugee work. Each administrator would likewise have a smalirstaff,

At least ome iedical Officer and possibly a small nursing. staff would ,,; 

also serve at each of the céntéré;’-An important mémber of the'éiéffvrﬁ

of the centers would be a Security Officer who would be obtaiﬁé§2\

from either the Military Intellizence Service or the Office of G ‘,,:j£5 :

Strategic Services. These Security Officers would, of course, be: -
assigned to the reception centers as refuéee welfare_wggkgns ra§h§r 
than to the Cffice of the Military Attache in the Embaséy. _They'>' 
would have the dual respon;ibility of screening refugees in search

of possible enemy agents and obtaining possible miiitary information
from the bona fide refugees; It is tentatively proposed thaf receﬁ-:r

tion centers be established at Figueras, Murillo and Tolosa -(or sugh:

other localities as may be agreed upon) as points readily accessible

o . B
to all who cross the Pyrenses.” The Board considers it desirable—thagyﬂ}f fev -

- L ,F'fQﬁ”“
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1nuerlor of Spaln for the follow1ng reaéonss

“1. The nearness of the centers to the borderrwould reducer
a minimum the time durlng which the refugees would be on the handsrof
the Spanish authorities. - 7 7

7 2 lost of the refugees will have been in hldlng in France
and subjected to the rigors of strenuous travel on foot over moun-‘
tain trails and will'require, once they havercrossgd the—Spagifh o
frontier; immediaté assistance with regard to fodd, ﬁedicél attéﬁ;rijﬁx
tion and clothing. The refugees would bs kept as fgr‘as poséible,oufr';f
of the principal population centers, particulgrlyrﬁgdrid;fizﬁ isrfeltr
that the remoteness of the proposed centers would minimize:atﬁentipn"

to.the presence of the refugees in Spaine

5

3 The' location of tne centers hear to the. frontier would per-
mit close cooperailon between their staffs and Spanlsh frontler offi=
cials. The rsfugees would remain in the receptlon centers only so,,r

long as is necessary to assure nedlcal offlcers that - they were 1n

physical condition to travel, to permlt prellmlnary securlty:sc'een?

ing and to provide refugees w1th the necessary travel documents.rli-

As the fundamental plan ie to move as rapldly ‘as possible  {

to North Africe those refugees who may enter Spain fromrenemy-ocgupled :

territory, it is hoped that the French authorities willrassign to

- their Delegation in Madrid, for special detail to the receptien.

centers, officers qualified to screen refugees for security and to
affix the necessary visa to their tfavel'documents. In this connecs -,
tion, it is indeed possible and probably that enemy agents may at-,'-

tempt to disguise themselves as refugees and enter Spaln.v It 1s




by the Spanish authorities.  The Board woulu atyreclate your recommenda-f

erlnoxtly deswrah;e, therefore, that, shoulu therSerurlt 9]
identify enemy agenuq, such 1dent1f1cat10n not be dlsclosed in
Srain but thet the agent° be passed-along to- \ortk Afrlca for apre
Lension there. 1This has been the policy tovaro enemy: gents in tha
pasty it is obviouslynpreferablertbat tbey be-lnfcuSuody ihrUn;tgdff
hati;ns' territory rather than at liberty 1n neu+ral country.rr '
Do you perceive ahyrbbjeciions which the Dpanlsh Government

might raisé to ths establiskment of these -centers in the manner cuggested
abeve or to their being financed through the Board?- The funds'for their

operatlor will probably come from prlvate sources in the. Unlteo States.A

This plan, you will note, *nvolves a minimum of handiing -of the refugees: L

tion wnether it would be more practlcable for uhe pergonnel of the center
tc be knovn to the aranlsk Lovernment as Off101a1 employees ‘of the Unlted

States Govermment or’ ‘as emp101ees of prlvaue Amerlcan welfare serv1ces.——' *

For .your information, it dpuears that the Amerlcan Red Cross woulu be f,?

reluctant, at this time, to partlclpate offlclally 1n 1ts ‘own name 1n the S

proposed operations. ) an Lo

In your 683 of Februery 28y 6'p.m;;Q§éd$iﬁﬁCi);:ygﬁ geqyééf_ér =
clarification of the meaning of ®Mpvoluntary" removal of,refuééesrffﬁm

' : :

Spain. Iﬁ is apprecisted that many of the refﬁgées will desirey once
they have escaped from enemy territory, to proceed to areas of the vorld 3
other than North Africe. Thé Board feels, howevef, that it is undesirablé
thet these refugees remein in Spain and that it is déSirable that théf’;::
pfoceed 4o North Africe where they may undertake preparatlons for fur-

ther travel with consicerably greater’ securlty for themselves and w1th

complete avoidance of any embarrassment o the Spanlsh Government because"°




of thelir rrcsence in Spaln. It is proposed tha bor_”'

~ police authoritles in the frcntle; zoneq alrect the refugees

reception centers and prov1oe then with a safe conauct pass vall - 0!

for travel from the point of apyreben51on by tnese authorltlcs t01 8
‘he nearest reception-cemter. At the time,of issuence of these;safé =
conaucts, it is noped that the Spanish officials will édvise the réfuf"A
Vgees that their presence in upaln vili be toleratea only.so 1ong as'A;
 they remain in that Eountry pursuant te thls program. (n arrlval at
thé reéepmi:n certers, the officers there wouldrexpléin to:the refugeg%
rithgt the cpanich authorities have released the refugees to tﬁgir cﬁre.r
bvery effert would be &adé to impress upon the refugeés that the één;'
tinued rassage through Spain of other refugees is dependent upon their
own rapid departure from that country. Further explanatiocn VOUld be
given the refugees that while they are proceeding to North Africar_
they are under ihe’ qugrlces of the UNFRA rather than under the direct
control: of the French authorltles. It is belleved 1hat such a pollcy,
if intelligently executed by the Board's representatlves, w111 assure
the ready and veluntary departure from Spain for North Afrlc? of all
those refuﬂees vho mey cross the b*anlsh fronuler. 77 .
The Var Refugeeo Board hcpes that you w1ll g&vé 1ts proposal

your prompt personalrattention and consideration and'submlt your crltl-i’
cisms and suggestions as soon as possiblees

» TherDepartment and the Var Department have approved thls

generel prograli.




TRANSLATED FROM GERMAN

, S
Mrs. Gusta Wandel to Jaeques.

My dear Jacquess -

You -cannot imagine the pleasyre dear Leon.expresses:in

- every letter that you are ~ I" hope L We
all be able to see _each oclier - again soon. We: i
God every day that™were aliowed o ‘reach

No doubt Leon will have written you about everything, -

With just the indispensable - 1 ruckasack - we -left. France, o
and everything else we had was stored in Toulouse - but that -
I don’t mind. God helped us in 1942 during those terrible T
raids by the police in Nice. After that we were interned 4in-
Veuse by the Italiens. After their departure the Germans imme-
diately occupied Nice., What happened there since 1943 would -
be impossible for me to describe, Fortunately we had a good - .
hiding place where we stayed 7 months, and neither Leon nor -
I ever went out of the house. Besides all +this, my dockor - :
was unable to continue my treatment and I did not dare to go
to his clinic because the Gestapo came there every day to see -
whether there were any jews. Leon and I were losing our nerves:
and sxanything bagdly seemed to matter. Only the thought- of our
children kept us alive, and it is terrible to think how they
suffered on account of us. When we reakized that the war would
not be over soon and that we could not fo on living in that
way, we determined - in spite of my illness - to g0 to Spain. .
My doctor was very mugh against such a fatigue, but my love
for my husbanmd and children prompted me to undertake the voyage -
at the peril of my life. We left Toulouse, but could not N
immediately leave for Spain, as it was much too cold, Se we: -
stayed in Spa in hiding for two months and from there we went to::
Pau where we were another two weeks in hiding, Then we wers able -
to make arrangements to come to Spain. We were obliged to. . -
leave alone for Lourde where we were b0 meet with otherss We .- .
~ were %o be 12 in all. I can’t bell you h0w~&ubkyswe~were.,7371jw

during the voyage from Pau to Lourde. In case anything was to
happen to us, I wanted the children at least to be safey, so .
we separated in-the train, Imagine my fright when all of & T
sudden I saw three Gestapo get into the train to control all -
papers! Fortunately I had seen them, they were at about 5
compartments away from us and you can ihagine how anxious
the children were for us., I at once told Leon that we must
get out of the train, and fortunatelt we were at a station.
But the door could not be opened from insideé. A Prenchman, .
who immediately realized our situation, got out of the window .
and opened the door for us, we hurried out and then-Ieon
pushed me inbto a waggon which had already been contraled.

Once more our lives were saved. The children were already

looking for us and great was our joy when w: found each
other, .




Then came the voyage Lo Spain which I really: cannot descz
Many times Leon fell down, and what the children and I manage
up to our knees in. the snow; was aliiost above human forces:
Besides we had nothing to eat as we had been told we would ge
everything we need. Many days and nights we wandered-about, = -
living on water and snow. But that also we ovmcame. After having
gone through all that we were sent to prison and now we are in -
different camps. : T

I am rather unlucky with my stay here, Food is very bad, S
especially for me and I sAffer very much.. The doctor ordered. = "
diet which is impossible to be kept here. The landlady here. = .
has neither interest nor feelings toward sick people. But as. .

T am not living here at my own expense, I have no right to-: - -
claim. I cannot afford to go to a clinic, so I must get along
as well as I can., With the 35 pesetas which. I receive per -~ . -
week from Mr, Blickenstaff I buy some milk and fruit every day: -
and I live on that., But I am afraid that I will not be able ~ -
to go on like that for a long time. I received a very nice X
letter from Mr. Blickenstaff in which he asks me %o send him a
certificate from the doctor. As there is no good doctor here -

I do not wish to make unnecessdary expenses, My doctor in France
had given me all instructions before I left.

This week I went to Vitoria to see a dentist. That also
with a wery bad result., He is a very good doctor and he told me -
that my treatment could only be obtained in a big town. I feel
quite discouraged with all this. He has sent a certificate to -
iy, Blickenstaff, and I hope that if I could come.%o Madrid, -

a good doctor can be found who can cure me, before it will be.
too late, But I don’t want to wribte about that any more, I pass.
all my days in tears. I am nere all alone and this week 1 had.

a very bad attack. Whom can I tell that here? So I am trying

t0 bear it all patiéently. Who would have thought bhat-one day
we should be obliged to live on charity! If only I could. receive

a visa for Palestine or America. I only hope that my dear father ard
ny sisters and brothers whll do their utmost to hurry my lmmigration. .
I have been informed by Lisbon that I may expect a visa elther for-. -

Palestine or America, and this letter I have also forwarded to:..

Mr. Blickenstaff. e
I should likt to get to Madrid as soon as possible as I

am all alone here and do not speak a word of Spanish. T

Please go and see Mr. Blickenstaff personally. I have not

written to Leon about this, he would only be worried and

could not help.

How are you, dear Jacques, and the girls? Have you heard
from your dear mother? I forgot to mention that Mr. Blickenstaff
has proofs that we wish to emigrate as soon as we receive our
visas, but that I must undergo a treatment before leaving. And
I don’t want Fou to send me any parcels, I will not: accept” thems -

With fond love seeees |

Gusta Wandel




REPRESENTATION IN.SPAIN OF
AMERICAN RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS. .
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Eduardo ‘Dato:20:
Madrld

) o ,' cDecember,7jgl944
onseigneur Boyer-Mas _ ST e

ench Red Cross B
Madrid

Monseigneur,

Having been informed of your generous 1nten—
tio to accept a group of 73 Sephardic Jews for. évacuation e
to North Africa with the next French convoy, I take pleasure
in sending you herewith a brief statement regarding the =
antecedents of this group, mentioning ‘a few of the problems
connected with the evacuation.

. In March of this year I was informed by the

Mlnlstry of Poreign Affairs that the Spanish Government was
-willing to authorize the éntry into Spain_of. certain Jewish = .
groups of Spanish origin if I would guarantee their evacua- .. = . -
tion from Spain immediately after their arrival here. It = .-
is of course obvious that I could not give such a guarantys

I did assure the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, however, that -
the services of this office would be extended to these people
in assisting them in -their emigration from Spain. These S
- people were represented to me as being of different national- =
ities, largely French, Belgian and Dutch t¢ some of which .
Spanish documents might be granted to fa01litate thelr ex1t :
from occupied bterritory. ] }

On August 11 the first group of these Sephardlcr
Jews, numbering 73, arrived in Spaln.

Many difficulties have been found in the problem
of this group's evacuation and the following;: d;scovered after
the arrival of this group in Spain, will be of 1nterest to JO

l,~- Every person in this group possesses a valldi~'
Spanish passport.

2.~ With the exception of children and wives who
have acquired Spanish nationality through marriage, every per-:
son in this group possesses an "Acta de Inscripcidn de Ciuda=
dania" in which is indicated the number and date of the Minis-
terial Order (Decreto Real) "por la que se Treconoce la cali=- -~ - =
dad de ciudadano espanol" Such an order, you will remember, i
was issued nominatively in favour of Spanish proteges Aiving b
abroad who fulfilled between 1925 and 1930 the Tequirements
of Spanish nationality according to the laws formulated by
ITimo de Rivera.
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Susana and Jaime, arrived with the convoy of 73 on August-1l.

S ANt

MV T
3.—+ Persons of this group possess a Spanish’
nationality certificate tssued by a-Spanish Consular :
authority abroad., SR e

4.~ Entry into Spain in this convoy was re= ..
fused to Sephardic Hews recognised abroad as Spaniards ' "~
who did not possess the Decreto Real and other formal =~ - = =
requirements, ' : ) lln

one person of this group was born in France,

5.— With the exception of a few children@inot§7 f

6.~ Before the arrival of this group on . S
August 11, 1943, Sephardic Jews of Spanish nationality had
for years past been arriving individually in Spain with -
valid Spanish documents. Some of these returning Spaniards
even figured in repatriation groups organized by the Falan-
gist party. Members of the same family, some arriving be-
fore August 11, others with the convoy of August 11, are .
now being separated, those arriving before that date having .
the right of residence in Spain with all the rights of. :
Spanish ecitizens, ) ) IR

7.= Men of military age arriving in Spain with
the convoy of August 11 were arrested-at the Spanish fron-
tier, spent several weeks in prison in Madrid to be subse-
quently released with the obligation of presenting them-
selves with their class for military service in Spain, -
They have not been included in the group scheduled for.

_evacuation from Malaga.

The sbove facts in my opinion throw considéfablejnlrr‘ ol

light on the true nature of this group of 73 people, In - -
addition to the many other important issues-involved in their . -

expulaion from Spain, the order to evacuabte them as a group. .

crestes many difPdcult problems. A few examples will show ;-
vou what some of these Froblems ares ’ B e E R
H ¥ e

le— ALVEITO Gatusgno, aged 19, 18 a member of ' .
the group. His father, Samuel Cattegno, with his mother, -
succeeded in entering Spain a few months previously. Al-
berto is forced to leave Spain with the group: His parents
are obliged to remain in Spain, : N

2.~ Hanen Jessua and his son Hector came to
Spain in January 1942. Here they were able to arrange the
entry of Mrs, Dora Jessua and the two remaining children,
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Dora Jessua and the two children, Susana and J me ~are’ :
obliged to leave Spain with the group while' the father ‘ar
elder son Hector must remaln in Spain,:

Re= In the convoy of August 11 the. Hassid
family composed of René Hassid, his-wife Anay- ‘Pedro aged <
5 and Colette aged %, arrived in Spain. - Rene Hassid 'is
obliged to remain in Spain for his militaery sérvice, .
All appeals to have his wife and children remsin with him:
or to have him accompany them to North Africa have till: now
been fruitless, The wife and children are expelled, he -
must remain for military sexrvice. k , ]

4,- José ha531d, ‘a relative of Rene H3531d

is obliged to remain while his wife is expelled: w1th the *;7“9" B

rest of the group.

5.- Ascher Rafael Benvenlste and his wife -
Esther arrived in Spain with the convoy of August 11.
Their daughter Juanita Benveniste, aged 20, had arrived
in Spain a few months previously. The parents must leave
from Malaga with the group, the daughter mist remain in -
Spain, The mother, Esther Benveniste, is very sick and
several doctors have stated that it will be dangerous for
her to make the trip. It appears that the police might - .
have allowed her, to remain behind upon the advise of the
doctor, but the husband nevertheless will be obllged to
leave. . )

6,— The Benosiglio family composed of Isaac .
Benosiglio, his wife, two daughters and son Raul, arrlved :
in Spain with the convoy of August 11, The family is- . ~
expelled with the rest of the group except for Raul who
must remain behind to do his military serv1ce with the
class of 1945, :

7.- There are several-cases‘éf:peieenslﬁheéer
state of health is such that they are unable to undertake -

a long trip. In most cases these persons have nevertheless =

been obliged to leave their sick beds to go to Malaga for .
evacuation. i

I leave these facts in your hands feeling that
you will take whatever actions seem appropriate. In con-
clusion let me state briefly what my interest .is in this
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‘whole affair,

l.- I hope ‘that everythlng possible will
be done to save from Polish concentration camps the
.groups of Sephardic Jews remaining in occupled Europe

who may have the possibility of entering Spain as thlBri, S

:'flrst group of 73 has done.
' 2.~ Any tendency on the part of Spanlsh

authorities to adopt an attltude of antl-semltlsm o  ,?*3

- should be discoursged. - 7
%.=- If mass evacuations of" Sephardlc Jews

.from Spaln must nevertheless take-place, the conditions
of such evacuations should be humane and just.

Respecﬁfully yours,-

) . - / -
DB/JT . - - .- . David Blickenstaff -




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

At Ambassador Hayes' request I~sawfhim{agaihftOdQYJ
He said that there were twoxmatters'whichzhe1wishedwt0:},:
talk to me about as follows: ~ .- D S

1. Hayes said he had had a press,confefeﬁbé'fecéntlyrf: 7 :

at which there were fifteen or twenty members of the press:;;;;:{7:»:" ’ "'

present. He said several members of the press had asked
him about the refugee situation and had indicated. that .
they understood he had not been cooperating with the War o
Refugee Board and that several representatives of the War ..
Refugee Board had advised them to that effect. Hayes =~
said he could not understand how anyone could get the
%mpression he was not cooperating with the War Refugee

oard. : R

I told Hayes there were two fundamental reasons why
we had been disappointed in the Embassy's reaction to our
program, In the first place we gtill did not havea . -
representative in Spain, and that I was not at all satisfied.
with the alternative suggested by Hayes: To have a non-
accredited representative of the Board come to Spain on
a temporary basis to see-what there is to be done in Spain.
I pointed out that we had accredited representatives .. -
stationed in Ankara, Lisbon, Stockholm and Bern, and that
Winant had indicated his willingness to have a representative . -
of the Board in London, and it was difficult to understand -
why we could not have an accredited representative in Spain. -
The only reasons Hayes could give for his attitude were . .- ...~
that he did not quite see what a representative could do that -~ -
was not already being done, and also that the Embassy was = .
very large and the appointment of a special attache on
refugee matters might interfere with the appointment of
some other attache for purposes more directly related to
the war effort. I pointed out to Hayes' the importance
with which the refugee work was regarded in Washington,
and of the interest of the President in the matter. With

" regard to what our representative could do in Spain I told

him it was difficult from the United States to chart out. - =~ . -
how such representative would spend his time but we had . - o
found that our representatives in other neutral capitols. . = -
have advanced the objectives of the Board a great deal. ... - -~




-~ appointed and that he-had heard no more about an-appointment

1 outlined to him the type of activities which Hirschman
MeClelland and Olsen, particularly, were engaging in. .~
Hayes tried to argue that the only thing which had happene:
with relation to the Board's appointing a representative
was that he had indicated he was willing to have Blickenstaf

until Mann's arrival. I pointed out to Hayes the true facts,
‘that after we had agreed to the appointment of Blickenstaff
he was unwilling to release Blickenstaff for full time work -
as the Board's representative, and that when we had tried
to appoint Saxon he had been unwilling to go along., .~ .-

with the present arrangements as proposed by him. - -

I made it very clear to Hayes that I'Qas'diSEatisfiéd;fa,;

I then advised Hayes that the second cause for our
disappointment was the failure of the Embassy to takewp -
“with the-Spanish Government many of the Board's proposals, -~ - =
basing its refusal on arguments which were not convineing ..~ - -
to us, such as the argument that other negotiations were - =~
being conducted with Spain and this matter interfered.

I told Hayes it appeared to me that the Spanish Govern- - -
ment would want to take advantage of the refugee situation =
in an attempt to mitigate in some small part the reputation-
it had in the democratic world. Hayes finally admitted that:
the Spanish Government could have done more than it had and =~
sald the failure to get the refugees out of Spain promptly = .~ -
had been partially to blame for our not securing better -
cooperation from the Spanish Government, particularly in o
pressing the German Government to allow various groups of -~ . - -
refugees to leave in addition to the Sephardic group. ..

I told Hayes that we were conducting rescue operations
in Switzerland, Sweden and Turkey and we could not under- = -
stand why such operations could not be conducted by private
agencies in Spain, Hayes had no objection to operations o
being conducted but he wanted to know whether the pesetas -
were being acquired in the black market and indicated it =
was undesirable to put money in an un-American citizen such .
as Sequerra. : S : L c I
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objection to Blickenstaff but indic

'antéd7t5ffalkitOEme*about

conference that the -
e Pickett ‘during which

ated that he, Pickett,;;

nad had a talk with Cardenas, the Spanish AmbassadoX to

the United- States, and that Cardenas had indicated he had. -

been advised Blickenstaff was not r
Pickett is alleged to have told Hay
the War Refugee Board had indicated
Blickenstaff was unsatisfactory. I
not the case and that anything we w
 regard to Blickenstaff would De tak

I then mentioned to Hayes that
- suggested that Camp Lyautey at Fedh
Hayes said that he felt very strong
an unwise move at this time. ‘I ask
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' MEMORANDUM FOR THE | FVILESV'A:'Y'

I had an hour's conference today w1th Ambassador
Hayes.,- , .

Hayes descr1bed br1ef1y the refugee plcture~1nVSpa1n,f:9

He pointed out particularly the follow1ng factsr

,:A. That the Spanlsh Government had been very

helpful in permitting around 25,000 Frenehmen,;:ffr'*'~” T

mostly of military age, to escapé from France Ll
through French North Africa to Spaln. ' B

B. That the Spanlsh Government had been: helnful
in gettlng Sephard1c Jews out of occupied '

C. That the'dlfflculty 1n'm0ving stateless refngees;

out of Spain had largely been a. problem with the j?ff}~1:

French authorltles in Afrlca.

D. That to his knowledge there had been only two'

~ incidents where refugees had been turnednbackl ﬁfi’f;}1

at the border. Both of these incidents had
involved merely two or three persons and had = -
been caused by local officials elong the border
failing to follow instructions. - .

E. That there was a problem in" connect1on w1th
refugees attaching themselves to parties of
military eseapees coming over from France. Hayes
said there was a limited number of guides avail—:"
able and that refugees had paid high sums-to come -
out with such parties. He did not ascribe the

“blame for-such difficulties to pr1vate agencles.lr

Hayes said that Blickenstaff had handled very well. the
problems involving refugees in Spain. He said Mann had
pressed him very hard for permlesion to have: Saxon come in
as the Board's representative in Spain and he~had indicated’

'his willingness to have Saxon come in for two or three months

but was unwilling at this time to have Saxon de31gnated as’ o




an attache of the Embassy and recognized by the Spanish -~
Government as such. He said that the reason for this was .
that our Embassy was already the largest in Madrid, even -
larger than the German Embassy, and that while the Spanish
Government might be willing to have an attache appointed,
it is likely that the Spanish Government would refuse to -
appoint some other person needed by. this govérnment in =~
connection with the military efforts. I-told the Ambassador -
that I did not know that Saxon would be available but that = -
I might have Mann go back to Spain, or send some other =
suitable person. I told him I felt it very difficult for = . - =
such a person to operate without a diplomatic passport =

but Hayes disagreed. He did finally agree, however, that

whoever went in could have a special passport, although -~ - .. ..
he was very reluctant to go even this far. I told him'I =~ -~ "'~
would not let anyone go into Spain unless he were to report -
directly to the Ambassador and not be subservient to -
Blickenstaff, and also that he must have the free right: = - .~

to communicate with me. Hayes was agreeable to both of -~

- these conditions. - T ST

Hayes took the:position that there was very little %o
‘be accomplished by a War Refugee Board representative in
Spain; that while he anticipated there would be fewer and .
fewer refugees coming over the border, this was because of -~ .-
the German controls. ‘ ' o Sl

I told Hayes I did not think that the private agencies - -
were satisfied with Blickenstaff as their representative, = -
- He said he could not understand this and: $hat it was the -
first word he had heard of such dissatisfaction, Hayes .= = -
said that Blickenstaff was selected by Schwartz and someone .. =~~~ .
from the Unitarian organization and that the various private -
agencies could have anyone on whom they could agree as the
top representative in Spain and could put additional persons
in Spain, but such persons would have to report to the top -~

I asked the Ambassador whether Spain would be helpful
in negotiating with the Germans for the legal exodus of S
refugees from occupied territories. Hayes did not think the
-Spanish Government had any particular influence at this




point w1th the German Government. Moreover,;he sald that
the commercial shipments which Portugal had: been making by
-sealed trains through Spain had been held up for sometime '
because the transportation system in France was 8o dis-,,,=;~
organized due to Allied bombings. He did not think the:
transportation system would enable any large numbers of
refugees to come out of France now, : ,

The Ambassador handed me a memorandum (copy attached)
prepared in the Embassy with relation to refugee matters.
He said he had read over the memorandum just before he left:
and, unfortunately, it dealt mostly with the situvation -
through 1943, but that the situation in 1944 was 1arge1y
a continuation of the. same circumstances. -

At the close of the conference Hayes said that
occasionally he got very angry over refugee developments
and mentioned particularly the attack on him.by Congressman .
Celler. Hayes said that he was no judge as to whether he

ought to be recalled but that to say that he had no 1nterest o

in refugee matters was laughable, because he had spent a.
great deal of time and. energy on these matters.

He reiterated his p031t10n that a War Refugee Board
representative in Spain couild not accomplish anything. -
I mentioned to him what Olsen had been able to accomplish
in Sweden and said I was not satisfied that more could not
be accomplished in Spain; that the only way to find out
was for the Board to have a representatlve in Spaln whlch
could report directly to it. .
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- : Durlnc my visit to Spain the Embassy received

your meEssagE snoul( not underbalke urlO and Su”'EstE

nat I talke up with the Ambassq50f problems Uhlch
IncDon 14 vias tc hove discussed,

: © Anong otth.cLJa;s nmather of bLoords sencing

special atbtache fov-reiugeEE nroblems o Spain was- Clscussed
H -

SRt ad length, dmbassagor Hayes stated that he-vas not -
l R
T onvinced that there was any nEc5351ty for- such a-

representative since refugee matters thérs'hadrbEEn.””a

ably hancled by the Embassy and Blicksn3t5fi Sﬁgéhizaﬁionfjﬂ
Turthermore, he mertioned that many agEnciEs'dESifEd

" to have representatives in Spain and that .in suchicaSEsﬁ
he had to cdetermine which should Dbe represented Qh the
basis of necessity and their contribution to thEAbér
gffort since he could not approach Spanish for all ﬁho

decided to come as attoehes. It is olEnr,to'mE thet

thErE is
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Washington

2110. July 8, 11 aems (SECTION TVWO)
After some discussion the Lmbassador Sbuted ho

Govornment but would wolcomc Soxon!s’ conlnU to Sn11n

exceed two months and if at that time Soxon could
onvince the nmbassqdor thet a UnB roprosonuatlvo  iﬁ{;A"
Spain could perform functlons not bclng porformod and
thet the performance ef such served a useful purposomﬁw° J
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MEMORANDUM ON RmFUGEE 'RELIEF ACTIVITIES O

AMERICAN EMBASSY IN MADRID,; WITH SPECIAL:

RUFERENCE TO PROPOSED PARTICIPATION A
REFUGEE BOARD.

The problem of refugee relief in Snain 1s one
which the American Embassy in Madrid was squarely faced
in November, 1942 following ‘the German occupation of
the formerly Unoccuoied Zone of France and.the consequent:,'"'
exodus of refugees across the Pyrenees frontier, and is :
one which since that time, as the Departmentris,aWare,
has occupied the attention and efforts of the EmbeSSy
and certain of the Amefican'consdlar offieee in Spain
to an extent which at times has severely faxed their:
facilities. ‘ |

As has been previously reported in extenso to. the
Department (see Embassy's confidential. despatch No. 960 B 57;
of May 31, 1943) the Embassy und ertook late in December, o
1942, in accordance with a division of labor agreed. uponr
with the British Embassy,'to assume responsibility for
the csre of all French and American refugees - arriving '

in Spaln and began at once, with the aid of funds made

available by the American Red Cross and the. Department,
to organize a program of relief designed to provide
desperately-needed material assistance to the thousands'
of such persons who, despite the rigors of winter, were
beginning to make thelir way acréss the snowbound

Pyrenees in search of rafuge.

‘In undertaking responsibility for the care'of French

as well as American refugees, the Embassy Was promptedfby

more

‘‘‘‘‘




more than purely humanitarian motives,'fo
felt that, at a time- when we were committed
to free French North Africa from Axis military > :
at a ‘time when we were seeklng the cooneration of fhe bes
elements among the French people and their leaders in th

hOperof establishing in North Africa—the basisifor'a freer

and democratic French State, the abandonment by the Ameribaﬂf;frf;1 ~""

Government in Spaihrof thousands of French refugeeSVth
had fled from France in the expectation of ourrheip might
have a lastingly injurious effect upon their'faith'in us
and consequeﬁtly upon eurvefforts in North Africg éﬁd'
our future relations'with'Franee; 7 7

| There was, moreover, the more immediate consideration
that wifhinrthis group of refugees wefe included some of 7
France's finest military leadership and thousands of her
best fighting men, whose presence in North Africa was
considered by the military authorities there to be of -

the greatest impof%ance in connection W;th the. reconsti-
tution of French mili;er& strength, and for this reasen, .
as well as in order to clear the way for additional 7
nunbers of refugees, the gg%;:;#Nimmediately initiated
representations to the Spanish Government looking toward -
the rapid evacuation of these persons from Spain to North
Africa. As a conSequence of these representations the
Spanish Governmentrin March, 1943 authorized the departure
of French refugeee by way of Portugal, a cumbersome route

at best, ahd in September of that year, in spite of strong

German

sy




German pressure aimed at preventing 1t, ,i
to their direct evacuation by sea to North'
VSpanish ports, a decision whlch was largely,respon ible
for the fact that more than 16, OOO Freﬁgo refugees weref;}j’
evacuated from Spaln during 1943. , 7 7'” PR
Concurrent with the Embassy 'S policy of caring fori

French refugees during this period when they had norone';;:
else to whom to turn for assistance were its efforts to
foster and strengthen French North African representation

in Spain to a point where it could itself assume that

responsibility, and as a result of those efforts, and,'
the congequent acceptance by the Spanish Government- of
such representatlion on an informal basls, the French
Mission in Madrid, the outgrowth of a single French
Liasison Officer attached to the smerican Embassy,VWas'
enabled during the course of 1943 to take over from the
Embassy the bulk-of the work and financial responsibility'

involved in the care and evacuation of-its refugees. =

Avaﬂ;N e 25000 EQNxQJqupA ek Fw & s

What might otherwise have been a serious gap in the'f

allied program of refugee relief in Spain was-filled at
the beginning of 1943 by the agreement of several 1nterested
private American charitable organizations to cooperate in—

the task of caring for stateless and unprotected refugees,
persons who elther could not or would not claim aid and
protection as nationals of any of the countries maintain¥
k Spain.. In

ing diplomatic and consular representation in

accordance




'through a single directlve agency, there was establiéhed
in Madrid early in- that year, with the approval of the

* Spanish Government the SO-Called "Representation in Spain -
of American Relief Organizations™” (embracing representation
of the American Friends Service Committee, the- American A

" Jewish Joint Distribution Cormittee, the Unltarianfserv1ce;:;r
Committee and subsequently the War Relief{sérviéaérof the

National Catholic Welfare Cdnference) which, by virtue of

the constant support which it has received from the Embassy

and the extremely'able manner in whichfit has discharged
its duties, has since come to be recdgnized by the Spanish
Government as the agency principally concerned with thé
welfare of stateless'and otherwise unprotected refugees

in Spain (see Embassy's despatch No. 1932 of January 24,
1944), o ' '

Whereas the refugee problem in Spain at the beginning. :
of 1943 was a rapidly-growing problem the uitimate éktéﬁff_ o
of which could only be surmised, by the‘éﬁ5}5f¢ﬁﬁat'year it
had been reduced to relatively minor proportions'byrvirtﬁé‘
of the large numbers of persons evacuated during that period
and the reduced rate at which refugees.of all categories 7

were then entering Spain. In addition to the evacuations

of




American civilian refugees and 250 stateless persons, brought_

from Spain durlng 1943, out of an;estimated totalrof'less
than 23,000 who had entered the country (see Embassy's
strictly confidential despatch No. 1967 of January 31, 1944y,
the residue being made q§ principallyréf Frenéﬁ—andrétateless
refugees; the majority of whom have been inclﬁdgd‘amongrtpé;'
estimated 3,500 persons who have been evécuated during the:
first six months of 1944, | 7 :

‘It should not bte overlooked, in appraising the refﬁgee :
situation in ‘Spain, that the substantial aqcomplishments
of the past 18 months would have been impéssible'without )
the cooperation'of the-Spanish Governmeht; cooperation 7
which has been maintained in the face- -of constant opposi-ﬂrrri
tion on the part of Axf; representatives in Spain and. pro-
Axis elements within the Government itself Not only,hgs i.'f‘
the latter during that period permitted the tranéiﬁ ' e
through Spain and conseduent éscapeAfrqm&ggpmanihands of
more than 24,000 persons, the vast majority of Whom héve
been fleeing their shackled homelands in order to be free E
once again to take up arms agalnst the enemy, but it has v
also used its influence with the German Government’ to .
rescue from immlnent deportation to Poland approximately -
500 Sephardic Jews who, througb its effor£s,7have been .

brought to Spain for transfer to havens of safety in

~ French

to an estimated 20,700 the total number of refugees evacuatedi S




French North Africa. The'épanish*Gouernmen E

200 persons.

As the Embassy has previously:pointed outifhoweVer;g—,,_

the willingness of the Spanish Government to'cooperete
with the Embassy and the Representation in Spain of American
Relief Organizations in the rescue and relief of stateless
refugees bears a direct relationship to the rate at Which
such refugees can be evacuated from Spain, and, although
approximately 1,400 stateless refugees have been evacuated
through the efforts of the abovementioned agency during

the past year, there are estimated to be nearly 1, 000 still -
on Spanish soil, most of whom are unable to proceed further
for lack of an assured destination, a congiderable number

of them having already been refused admission to the'North
African Refugee Center at Fedhala by the French North

African authorities.

In January, 1944 the Embassy waswinformed, in the
Depsrtment's telegram No. 207 of January 45,,midnight,:of
the creation, under the President's Executive Order of
January 22, 1944, of the War 'Refugee Board, and received

the first of @ series of telegraphic instructions intended"

to carry out the Board's avowed policy of effecting the

immediate




heen kept fully informed concerning the more imnortant,_

deve10pments in the refugee situatlon in Spain and concern-‘¢

ing the Embassy's part in those developments, ‘the Board'

instructions from the beginning gave evidence of 11ttle Tt'tgr‘

understanding of that situation and of even less under-'
standing of the implications of American policy in Spain
in fields more closely related to the warreffort.

It was apparently not well understOod by the Boaro,

for example, that although a critical refugee:problem

existed in Spain during most of 1943, it had, through the
efforts of the Embassy and other A11ied Missions and the
cooperation of the Spanish Government, been raduced by o ' Vftl;;%
the beginning of 1944 to a minor problem easily capable »
of being handled by existing facilitles. Neither does

the Board appear to have clearly understood the extent

to which the Embassy and the Representation in Spain of
Ameérican Relief Organizatlons have, throughout the past;

18 montbs, interested themselves in the welfare of stateless :
and unprotected refugees, or the extent to which -the Spanish
Govermment, as outlined above, has cooperated in their rescue:
and relief, and the Embassy's suggestion, nade in its
confidential telegram No. 683 of Februery 28, 1944, 6 p.m.y

that the Spanish Government might best contribute to the
rescue of refugees from German-controlled arees of Burope
by negotiating with the German Government for fnrther
releases similar to those already mentioned elicited no

comment from the Board,

Despite




8

Desnite its eagerness to do everything

assist the Board in accomplishing its hig

Embassy has been hindered in carrying out itstinstructions

by the apparent reluctance of the Board to take advantage

of the experience already ‘gained by these actively engage'

in the work of refugee relief in Spain and to shape its o
efforts to fit the conditions which that experience has :
shown to exist, The instructions of the Boardrheve,
moreover, at least with respect to Spain, revealed an
unrealistic.lack of comprehension of the implications
involved in their implementation,. with the result that
the Embassy has more than once been obliged to reﬁort
that it must refrain from carrying out such instructions
in order to avoid the danger of compromising other
“important objectives.

In the Department's confldential telegram No. 463
of February 18,- 1944 midnight, for example, the Board
proposed that, in order to facilitate the entry of refugees
into Spain, the Embassy request the Spanish Government to
relax its border controls, when, in fact, aside from the f' 
consideration that no refugeses were being prevented from ,fi;
entering Spain by the Spanish border control,‘ the malntenance”[\{
of such control by the Spanish authorities along a border .
ad jacent to German-held territory was in our interest,
particuiarly in connection with our effortsrto reduceithe'
number of Germsn agents in Spaln and to pretent the
smuggling out of Spain of wolfram and other commodities
which we were attempting to keep from the enemy by means

of preemptive purchase and quota control, both of which

constituted




constituted objectives of the greaiesﬁrehd ost imme

importance to the war effort. .
' In the Department's confidential telegram:No. 1515
of May 26, 1944, midnight, as snother. example, the Boamd,'
in connection with the reported campaign ‘of extermination ;
of Jews in Hungary, requested the Embassy'te;urgeithe_
Spanish Government to increase the number of its diplomatic
and consular representatives in that coﬁntry; epparenti§;r
unaware that the Embassy had been instructed by the
Department only a short time before to endeavor toedis;:—
courage relstions between theVSpanish Government eﬁd the
puppet Budepest regime. The difficulties with whichrfhe
Embassy is confronted in trying to carry out the instrue-
tions of the Board under such circumstances are obvious,

The Embassy, in numerous cormunications to the
Department, has endeavored to makerit elear that it
is fully in sympaehyjyith“the purpose -of therwar Refuges
Board, with which there can be no quarrel, but it wouldrre
like once more to record its conviction “that the means -
by which such purpose can best be served in Spain cannot
be determined without reference to condit;gge as-they
are known to exist in this country or in disregafd of
the settled objec%ives of American poliey in Spain,

The Embassy is confident, moreover, that the work
which the Board can profitably do in Spain toward the

accomplishment of its purpose can not only best be

determined




determined by those,famiiiarfﬁitﬁ’é@éhfcpnq;tion nd
such objectives, b\’ztr can al'iéjo,:j""ar—trlleéis}'t?:ﬁila:é,rl'jizgre'§ nt
conditions, be adequately and effectively handled by
Vrthe Embassy and the,Represehtation‘in épéini§fiAméfi¢§nf'
Relief -Organizations with the p¥0§én fgciliﬁiéé'ﬁ&%fJ :

exlsting.

Madrid, July 7, 1944,

NWB: jf




- Despatch

"~ ‘No.

LIST OF DESPATCHES FR
EMBASSY IN ‘MADRID: RELATING TO: ' SUB: C
OF REFUGEE RELIEF ACTIVITIFQ'Ib 5

Subiect:

648

960-

990
1165
1209.
1391

1692

1932

1967

Transmitting copy and translation5;Fébtuery;16;i
of "Rules Established by the- LT e

¥inistry of Foreign Affalrs for B
Determining the Situation of -
Foreign Refugees in Spain"

Renort on the Refugee Problem in May 31,,19437,vE
Spain T : B

Transmitting copy and translation: June 10, 1943
of Circular No. 78 issued by

Direccion General de Seguridad

concerning treatment of forelgn

refugees in Spain

Transmitting report on evacuation Augast 5, 1943

of Allied refugess from Spain

Transmitting report on French ' August 16, 1943
diplomatic and consular repre- : . T
sentation in Spain ., -

Transmitting exchange of notes October 1, 1943
concerning direct evacuation of o

Frenct refugees from Spain

Transmitting copies of exchange of December 7, 1943
notes on subaect of delivery of Co . o
refugees against their will to
German autborities

Report on activities of Represen-_ Jaﬁuafy:245>1944;'
tation in Spain of American LRI T
Relief Organizations :

of Allied refugees from Spain
during 1943

Transmitting report on evacuation':Jenuary'31;71944;~




LIST OF TELEGRAMS EXCHANGEDWITH DEPARTMEN]
RELATIVE TO ACTIVITIES OF WAR REFUGEE

BOARD
"Received: - - e
“No. 207 Jamuary 25, 1944  midnight -
" 463 February 18, 1944 midnight R
"t 530 February 25, 1944 - 10 p.m. T
"o 726 March 16, 1944 Co7epame T
no752 March 18, 1944 4 pon.
w799 Warch 23, 1944 5 p.m,
o992 April 10, 1944 10 p.m.
gent: |
No., 683 February 28, 1944 - 6 p.m.
v 738 March 3, 1944 11 p.m,
"o974 March 20, 1944 6 p.m.
" 997 March 22, 1944 6 p.m,
" 1195 April 6, 1944 9 a.m,
" 1397 April 21, 1944 6 p.o.
9 P, A

" 1861 June 261 1944




'For Tmmediate Release

" This is most reprehenslble and passing strange.

"tion of various countries to relieve the.governments:of all=burdens,

- through Spain, despite the fact there would be no .. responsibillty of‘

Wednesday, June 21, 1944

EFFORTS TO A¥D REFUGEES. COMPLETELY ST IED
IN SPAIN' BY OUR AMBASSADOR . HAYE}: :

CDLLER DEMANDS RECALL

/.
STATEM’E{NT BY CONGRESSMAN ‘EMANUEL CELLER, REPRESENTATIVE TENTH ;
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, NEW YORK - DT

The War Refugee Board was established by Presiderntin
January., Under the able direction of John W, Pehle, me.ny
already been saved.

Because of the work of the War Refugee Board suocessful ooopera’blon .
hes been gained in a number of our American embassies and legat:.ons, notab]y.
in Bern, Lisbon, Stockholm, Ankare, as well ag in capltals of Latin: ;
Americen countries. But like a lonely island in a groat sea,: ‘Medrid-is
the exception. Absolutely no cooperation has been accorded Mrs: ‘Pehle
and the War Refugee Board by our Ambassador to Spaln, Carlton Hayes.

The President has set up & free port or a haven at Fort Ontarlo,
New York for these unfortunates. Following the President!s example;
England has granted several thousand: certificates of entrance to- Palest:me
to these refugees who are to be teken out of Southern Italy, having.
come there through the underground. The military will thus be. relieved
of the necessity for supporting snd feeding them. Again, following the .
President's example, England has likewi se established a free port for
refugees. Spain, too, might follow in establishing sush havens if
Ambassador Hayes would so much as approach the Spanish ‘Government to
place the suggestion before it.

Because of the cruel recalcitrance of Mr. Hayes, money-for the
relief and escape of refugees was sent to Portugal and several hundred
were saved, Mr. Hayes resented thisy his pride had been injured because ,r-
his inaction had been circumventeds Mr. Heyes complained. It is note=
worthy that had Mr. Hayes been willing to cooperate, thousands could
have been saved through Spain instead of hundreds through: Portugels. -Our
Minister in Eisbon, Mr. Norweb, has been mest humane and actively sympa--
thetic in his attitude and stands ready to do more if. a1d ‘Were’ forth- :
coming from Carlton Hayes. .

What are the motives and reasons behmd Ambassador Hayes' 4
The burden is upon him, -

It is common lcnowledge that Ambassador Hayes: has not even trie to
obtain the cooperation of the Spanish Government in carryingout the’
polioy of the Presidenit as announceéd in the directive settlng up“the
Wer Refugee Board. It is hard to believe that-the Spanish: Government
if epproached on humasnitarian grounds, would- nét be will:mg %o help in
this great cause. . :

" Ambassador Heyes has the hardihood to balk not only the We.r Ret‘ugeei
Board and the Treasury Department but. the State Department as welly The
Treasury Department with the approval of the Stnte -Depa}'tment has ]
a license to an American relief organization in: Spsnn to oarry-on- relief
and evacuation work therein. Ambassador Hayes ‘has ‘actually refused to
transmit to the American relief organization this ‘Lioense ‘approved. by . .
such high authority. It is exactly on par with a. hke license “issued: t6
relief organizations in Switzerlend. In the case of Switzerland, the: ' - ]
issuance of such a license, together with the cooperation’ of the gatlon :
at Bern, has resulted in greatly furtherin,, the relief und evacuatlon
program,

It is the studied policy of the War Refugeo Board tn seekmg cooper

since the Board guarantees maintenance and rapid evaouatlon ‘ol 81l e~
fugees. . The cost has been borne by prlvate agencies’ and ot no experise :
to the American Government. Nonetheless,’ there has’ been consistent— I
refusal on the part of Hayes to presentto the Spuxush Government for its’
oconsideration any plan to facilitete the evacuaticn of. refugees. i




e

maintenance attached to the Spanish Govern.ment.' In ther words, =

the Ambassador has been reluctant, for reasons best known to himself, -
to ask the Spanish Government to take any aftion,: It wogld cost: Spe.:}.n'
nothing and yet gain for her world good will, i . : ;

- It is diffieult tc understand the position taken’ by Ambnssador :
Hayes, Can he arrogate unto himself the authorlty to defeat-the:
President's declared policy? Does he not appreciats that his adamant -

and cold-blooded attitude has tied the hands of the War Refugee Board?' -

Has Ambassador Hayes grown so inhuman as to fail %o realize that huma.n
lives are at stake?

The War Refugee Board is concrete proof that where there is a
will to achieve coupled with humanitarian purposes, and where. the
organization is not bogged down with red tape and diplomatic nieetiés;
work can be accomplished which the weak and hesitant failed to. doe
For example, take the case of Turkey. Before the establishment of .the
War Refugee Board, we had in Turkey an Ambassador who was ready and’
willing to render all possible aid, but who lackdd the-official backing
of Washington, But with the promulgotion of the War Refuges Board;
Ambassador Steinhardt has been the means of initiating, together with
Ira Hirschmann, official representative of the War Refugee Board in
Turkey, & program that has already saved many lives. And -there’ were
those who said previously it could not be done. How much moré shabby
and ill~considered then is the attitude of Ambassador Hayes?

It would indeed be tragic if the efforts of the War Refugee Board
were thwarted by Hayes persistont refusal to permit a-full time repre-
sentatives of the War Refugee Board to be stationed in Spain; for s6 he
has done, despite the fact that other countrles have ralsed no such
objection. . -

Will Ambassador Hayes be permltted to make pollcy :m contradiotlon -
to the stated poliey of our Pres:tdent'?

The time has come to put the screws- upon the Francophlle. Hayes -
should be recalled.










e ,with ‘this Governmen

__Jéws, and that oppor
of ‘this: attitude. Rt

1ts | own information and’ guidance and, insofar a.é p
urpose of clearing up-eny. misunderstand_ing in the matter\ in}

broad - specific powers and. authorizations wag
that-this Government was determined to ‘leave no
its efforts to rescue refugees, This policy wa
detail to He.yes on various occasgions and he was

. Government, it was and.is exti‘emely importe
Government of the policy, Realizing the sign
and the importance we attach to it, the ‘Spanish’
reasons of its own, might well have offered to assi t-

- generally. or in specific instances.v . :

to the. saving of refugees is the apparently perfunctory mann
. which he ‘Drought to the attention of that Government the ‘Pre

%o the %anish Govemment by the Embassy with a mere
—'transmittal, ernd the use which vas mad.e of the: statement -1 Sp Ln




e 'existed certainly did not always have the same

" Government has done - everything poss:.'ble to-encourage the -entr

~the border, As a matter of fact, there ar

o _ 1ncreasing the flow. _'

o humanitarien policy have interfered with ;
* _Spenish Government, In any event this Justificati”'

- Cmust have ‘been occasions when a presentation o
o Vrefugees would have 'been appropriate and

Mr, - Hayes apparen’cly does not - teke the poesition that the Spanish-

of refugees into Spain, although he does state that fa
‘lcnows no steps-have been taken actuslly to’ ke opl

the Spanish- Govermnent Ffar from being €60
uncooperative in refugee matiers, - (We mst e
_of French refugees which involved other consi
"example, the detailed rep_or'c,_of representatb
" who visited Spaln mekes it cleaxr- that the Sponis
‘~gontinually done: ‘meny things to- make: tg live :
Spain unbearable, Moreover, there: 18-
(the Belgian Government in Exile) that the
—actually impeded the entry of refugees in!
perfectly clear that a-more favorsble attitude on.
. Spanish Government would have. improved and gti
refugee -situation in Spain, It is not clear
an effort by Hayes to induce such a more -fa !
" guggested in meny cebles by the Board would y’way

-cated or impalred our relations with Spa'ln since our- réonest wo
have baen based pure‘.[y on humenitarisn: grounds, -

6. the bex yefuzees entering. : A‘!.though Haye‘
atbtributes the fact to the attitude of -the Germans and riot:the -
Spaniards, hé does recognize that only a'mere trickle of: refugees
hes -been entering Spain from France in the’ past aix months. kS
he has apparently failed elther fully to: explore t}fxe réason f
this fact .or to cooperate in the only available measures for




- for his opposition ap ar rat
gestion that the increase of .
- Germens to"get go';e“ ,ag_en'ts}, into Sp
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_ peseue of nllied military personnel,  If
t1ly indicat
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possibilities, The project ce

under all circumstances interfere with
with the Pr

‘understending of and’ sympathy

" 4o ‘dictate something more: than automatic -
a

which have been facilitated by the B
“one of the very few remaining chennel
‘people. -~ oo i

~ Another possible means of inc
France into .Spain, ‘suggested by Hayeés him

: ic cannot be .separated from
traffic, ~In eny event, so far as the Board has
has made no effort- to-determine whether ‘ways &
, ugee traffic, In view-of
refugee volicy, it seems indispensable that

upon the assumption that refugee traffic v

e

reasing the. 10

sol? as earl a Febru

apperently has not been carried forward, . Hayes sugg

. Spanish Government could best expedite the releage of refugees by
" directly epproaching the ‘Gérman Government, 1tgelf with:

_grant transit visag ‘to-such refugees,’ So
Hayes has tezken no action along this line
repeatelly mede 1t sleaw ta him that he C

Government that refugees entering Spain-will D
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_“ now operating under t

: ipparen
~refugees entering.
“refugee business in
“other areas, I
- as a relief matter
‘on the theory that ¥

. might be complicated bec £
" Government to refugees, ox=he ==
“'In- either event, Hayes'! act _not-
of the real significance of this Govern
established: by the PrQSid.eht:an}d the relati
policys . . o

(e)

s££1g . throush Spal
needed in Spaln tha

expandine refusee Lo
that nothing more is :
he supervision of B

completely “the question of rescue,. ‘Hayes

~ _Blickenstaff act as full-time reprogentative.

either o lack of inderstanding of the ‘problem. pz;i,»am, unwi

to have it opened upe T

Hayeo! insistence on the air-tight central
activities under Blickenstaff apd hie & ont

have private refugee organizations: operat
seemg to indicaete either lack of vnderstan

- Hayes may seek to Justify this limitation of rofuge
~ activity on the grounds of a desire to c'oqrdixiat’e' an
facilitate operations and also beceusé of-a ‘suppoged:

tive

the Spenish -Government to the admittanc o}

However, the obvious fact that no size
now being carried on in Spain offers e

‘intemperate attacks made by Hayes upon Seque!
the case of Sequerra, Hayes! comments are no
and  tenuous, but are inconslsten
relisble sources including the Friends,
facts it is difficult to avold the infer
-~ interest is to keep refugee operations a
‘a8 possible rather then to exploit the £
as o transit point for saving the 1ives:of
" territory. . f S

able refugee ‘opel
ome basis for infer
Hayes does not desire to have all possibilities explored.
exploited, This possibility 1s lent gome support by the ra S
rre. and Schwartz,  In
t only unidocumented- .
t with other accounts from = -7 .

“Upon ‘the basis o
ence that Hayes'
s’.small end tightl

“these




S b § ’.Eurkey, Swedé
- many political an
by Ambassador. Hayes, and yet they h
this Government's refuaee policy but have ma.d

cases’ requested and obtained from the Government

“are accredited action move onerous and burdenzome -

Hayes has been asked to obtaln from the Spanish Governm nt

Some of these Governments incidentally would, it should be
“be less motivated by humanitarian congideration than the C
Government of Spain, Our dlplomatic representatives in these
countries have on their own account, and in certain cases with 25
receiving detailed suggestiong from this Government ;- such a8 w
given to Hayes, explored fully all possi'bilities in thelr: ares
- for saving the lives of refugees in enemy- territory. They have
cooperated most fully with private organizations. and - they have
‘facilitated clandestine operations which have resulted in: ‘the T -
saving of lives, . Without incurring the disnleasure of" the: neutralj
governments to vihilch they are accredited they have done ma.ny,‘ S
things which’ Hayes has refused to do. :
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in this conmestion, 1t s indeed
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emlnently doplradlay tharefore, thak, s
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agents be passed slong vo Merth afvden
been the policy taward enemy agents in |
that they be in cuntedy I United Habiong?

in neubral covntrye S

Ue yuu poarealve any objevtionn vwibigh the
Lo bhe esboblisimort of thaoe ocentord in bl
thedr belng finanuod thyough sl Hosrdd Fh
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note, involves & minimun of hanfling of tha
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in Spain and that it iz desiravle that they progesd to H
they may wndertoke sreparations for furthoy trovel with gongiders
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tb ﬁm*th .tf‘riaa isney ave msiﬁx'ft. i
_the-dirsot control of the French
poliey, if intalligerdly exdguted Y
the ready and volunbary deparbuve i‘r
refugees tﬁm may mgé the Spantsh

The Fap iiefugea board hagas Shat m ﬁil.l g:.ve, 1te p
proopd peyvaonal attention end consideration and snbai?. yﬁ‘sj
©and sug;v&aﬁens ag sobn a6 @ossib’le.

HSTARDISHia0r
318/l -




Zzen from the censorshlp fllesr
D1V1570N in the State Department)

As of Seotember 20, 1943, there was a.plan afool for the™.
ovacuation of 1300 children from France into Spain for eventual
Q. 7icration to Argenbina. The Argentire ifinister in France is
. this transfer with tre flcnyuovernment.' The linister
has made two approaches to the Vichy Government, one before the
recent revelution in arszentina and one since.{ Letter of September-
20, 1343 from Dr. James Zernstein of Lisbon to HIAS-TCA Imnigration -
_Association of zew York City--Ceneorship rio. EZERj ZﬂBL/h3 ) Theg:;f

iinister has apparently been instructed by his Government to grant;; 7'

Argentine visas to these children and to arrange for the seécuring
of irench and German exit permits into Spain. (GL NO,TZSS—NOLFIN
191-i33.) e I L




HE%ORANDUF FOR T

’ ,ue( lefvcultles of Stateless Natlonépin Spain
) (Ipforination taken from the ‘censorship ‘files
of the Visa D1v151on in the State Depart

The following- extract was tdken from a 1etter from th
representative of the American Joint Dlstrlbutlon Commlttee in
Jlubon to the American Joint Dlstrlhutlon uommlttee in New Ybrl

UAlmost no stateless refugee has any‘valld document
on which he can receive a visa or Spanlsh exit permlt
ihen such a per'son is ready.to receive a visa for the

United States or some British territory # -4 the Amerlcan:_;ié

and Eritish Consulates issue affidavits in 1ieu of “pass= o
‘perts # % 3 - Latin American consular, authorities: do not

issue such documents and the refugee for whom & .visa-

authorization has arrived must produce a passport~or valld
- travel document. Formerly -the Spanish authorities issved

a sort of special statéless passport but discontinued. thls R

because they felt that they had not enough ev1dence of -
identity to justify these documents. As ‘manyof the” f’

- refugees, for fear of being caught ‘during. the tr1p=acros
- the mountains when they entered Spain, destroyéd: th
Ppapers, they have been unable to make use: of the- Vlsas, -
that their friends in South America had obtained for them’

It has now been arranged, however, that if I make 6ut-a‘c

of identify, giving convincing reasons -Tor my belie 4]
identity of the individual together with- proof -that upon

presentation of a travel document the person will recelve;f:—

destination visa, a travel document will be issued by the -
Spanish authorltles." .




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

~ February 26, 19l

Ret Difficulties of Stateless Natione¥in Spain - -
(Information\/taken from tib -censorghip filem . . -
of the Visd Diviaion in the Stat§ Department): -

The following extract was taken from a léﬁtér,, Irom" thé 5 s
representative of the Americen Joint Distribution Committee in
Lisbon to the AmericanrJgint Distribution Committes in New York:

"Almost no stateless refugee has sny valid document
on which he can receive a visa or Spanish exit permit.
When such a person 1B ready to receive a visa for the. - :
United States or some British territory # # the American-
and British Consulates issue affidavits in 1ieu of pass~ '
ports i ¥ #, Latin American consulsr authorities do not -
issue such doouments and the refugee for whom a visa = - =
euthorization has arrived must produce a passport .or ‘valid
travel document. Formerly the Spanish authorities igsued —~ .
a sort of speclal stateless passport but discontinued this
because they felt that they had not enough evidence of
identity to justify these documents. As many of the - T
refugees, for fear of being caught during the Yrip across - -
the mountains when they entered Spain, destroyed their = -
papers, they have been unable to make use of the visas ~
that their friends in South America had obtained for thei. oo
It has now been arranged, however, that if T make ub & dertificate:

s

of identity, giving sconvincing reasons for my bellef in the-
identify of the individual bogether with proof that upen )
presentation of a travel document the person will receive a
destination visa, a travel document will be issued by the
Spanish authorities.” ’ - o

$
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The attached draft of -cable was sent to Hiee l‘le:mer “of" UN'RRA on
Pebruary 23, 1944 with the requést that it be ‘cleared with ‘Governor
Lehman’and other people with the view to sending it out to- Beekelman
as soon as possible, After receiving and reading. the cable, Migs"
Plexner called to- say that 1t was entirely imposaible for UNRRA to’ eend
a cable of the kind suggested since, as an international erga.nizetion,
‘1t cannot say anything about the American Government®s policy. She
stated that it was so out of the question that she:preferred not. ‘even -
to discuss the matter with Governor Lehman, I asked her to prepare the

strongest kind of cable that she felt that UNREA could send and to glve o

me a copy of the same, Later in the day Miss Flexmer dlctated the

following draft of cable, stating that it represents the strongest cable o

which UNRRA ig prepared to send to Beckelman; that 1% had deen. cleared
with everyone and would be sent out by UNRRA promptly: - -

"imerican h‘baesy, Mgdrid, Spain
From Lehman and Menehikov to Hayes and Beckelman

"Pleage cooperate to the fullest with War Refugee Board's
proposale relative to evacvation of refugees as outlined in 1&6}
to Madrid February 1€ 'in so far as it refers to réfugees now in -
Spain. We desire to facilitate this program within the limitas -
tione of our competence, .-War Réfugee Board has made known to us
their urgent desire to encourage voluatary migration of refugess
from Spain as speedily as possible particularly in order to clea.r
way for the early admission of additional statoless and enemy
nationel refugees into Spain from occupied areas, Board states -
that further delay in trsneporting rerugeee to North Afr:l.ca will B
impeds arrival of new refugees into ﬁpa,in. : .

I questioned Miss ¥lexner with regpect to..the worde ."within t.he :
1imitations of our competence®, asking her particularly what eignifice.nce
this would have for Beckelman, She sald that it was necessary to put -this
in to protect UNRRA¥s position as an international organization and that
Beckelman will understand that he is to cooperate with the Board as fnlly
as possible within the limltations placed by the fact that UNERA 1is :
"international®, I objected to the use of the words ®voluntary migration®
on the grounds that they were completely unnecessary since we do not
gpeak of "involuntary" action, and that I was afrald that Beckelman
would understand that he is to continue his practice of not advising

refugeecs whether they should go to North Africa] Nies Flexner finally S .

agreed to try to have the word "voluntary" deleted from the cable, I

‘told Migs Flexner that in nw opinion the proposed cable was much too weak,
even if the word "voluntary" was omitted, She stated that in her opinion
this is the farthest that UNRRA can go in the metter. 3

G e
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HENCT SR 70 GOVARNOR LIEMA,

Ag you mow, the oable whieh we aimn:eé s;im ynur a!‘fies
ragardtng the evaouation of rafugmeg ff&m 3&&&& ta ﬁurtb éfrioa
has beon sent Wy the Stute Beparissnt, It s Ha. Hﬁ} af ?ebmry Is.

5t the timo of mir dipeussion you agreed. that 'smee the cnhla !aaéf”
bees sonit Ro aabpasaémr Hayos, UHRRA woﬂlé gend n- cﬁbiﬁ t@ ﬁr.rﬁnﬁkﬁlﬁan;fif:'

in Spuin making olesr to Hm Sur new pauay, mﬁ smg;hﬁs!.atng th_

sity of evwmtin{«; refugees ti the gamp ln Horeh ﬁfricn as mni.dly oy
possible, A%&aeh»@ iu & érafs of ca'ﬁla the cankmﬁﬁ ef uhich i faal

ehould be included 1n t.bg _;1};?;&?1&6%115&6 whieh ou a}as wish tg sond to -

“Packelman,

In my opinion the prompt evacusbion of re’fhgia’é& frans»ﬂ;‘#&iu to Eha RN

enmp in Horth 4€rica Ls of greateat mpnrtancsr %a oup marmf}nﬂ'atp’

freaa, Manrdlngly, % would gremtly a;mreeiat«@ zfesu' ms&mting Bee’mmﬁ -

at. the enrliest poseible ooment,

For your sn!‘ormtlen the War Refugee Hoprd has. nggetn%eﬁ Xr. ﬁaﬂé

“Bliokenstaff ae 1ts speclal representative zn apain. !ia una Yo imtmctea

to land sll poseible meslgtance to Beokelunan and oth@r Uﬁlﬁﬂ& repraa&ntaﬂ.ves o

in froflitating the Wsmti.en.

1£ you hovo any objections to the attsched eabdle 3 shonld 1ike to

dlactes them with you as soon as poseidle.

JhFiec 2f22/uh




DRAFD CABLE 7

70 AMPASSADOR HAYES, MADRID, POR M, ¥, BEOKELMAR

INFORMATION

FROM LEGMAN HEPEAT O BIICKENGTARF, MADRID AND AOKENMAY

-Please refer to ﬂépﬁiﬁent',eﬁo'. 463 of i‘e’&#&i’&,lﬁ.;iéi;!fwﬁ};éh»'dﬁit.
with the necessily for expediting the gransportation of atatolese and enesy

natlonal refugses from Spain to Horth Afriea ‘gnd Lo our No, 207 of Jan
1944 with-reference to the War Hefugee Board, The Board hae examined your
report of danuary 23, 1944 from Spain and, in the 1ight of the backgroukd. . -
and develosments 0f the project for transporting stateless and eneny pationsl.
refugeas now in Spain to French North Afriea, it hace requested us to convey

t6 you the following obeervations with which we concurt Lo E

1. The evacuation of all stateless and enemy natlomal efugeee from
Spain to French Horth Africn ls a uatter of the higheat urgoncy in order. Sl
that the way may be oleared for effectuating ‘the further objeotives outlined
in No. 463 to Madrid, and particularly with respect to the -alearlig of the . -

“way for the fnoile and speedy admiesion of more of sueh refugsee into Bpaln .. -
from occupied avsas, : : T o

2. The existence of facilitlee in North Africa whieh gre presently
ready for handling all of the stateless and enieny national refugees currently - . . -
in Gpain mekes any further -delay in transporting such refugees to Horth -Afrien = . -
inoreaeingly embarrassing to us in.our afforte Yo further the policy of this -
Government and to approach the ppnteh Sovernment on the basls of ite o 7
announcing its willingness to accept further refugees from ocoupled areas, . . - - S
In this regerd we have kept in aind the report contained in ¥adrid's He. 306
of Ootober 25, 1943 to the Dapartment whioch tndicated that tho Spanish - -~ :
Governmsnt was annoyed with the leng continued presence within ita borders o
thege stoteless and enemy nationsl refugees. 7 ST

3, Regardless of the conditions which may be iuposed upon stateleds
and enemy nstional refugees presently in Epain upon their arcivel-dn - o
Nerth Afriea, it should be borne in mind thei tholr jwnediate evacuation -
from Spain to Camp Harechal Lyautey is a matter of high pollcy, bzeed wpen- -
humaniterian considerations,-the most Lmportant of which is to. cutain the .
releage of further rafugees in oscupied territories and to do &ll 4n our

power to clear the way so that countries of temporary or permanent asylum.will
receive them. The facts that some of the stateless or enemy nstional refugees
pregently in Spain may prefer $o remain there beognuse they feel that they

may have somevhat lese Liberty in French Horth Africs or thut some of them
prefer to remain either through purely personal preference or predilletions -
of obtaining entry elgewhers, are conslderstions of a striotly secdndary
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nature mn v!.wad in the ught tshab shatr @i ‘gsm'
only prejudice their own future, as indianbed in ﬁn&:iﬁ‘: Ko, |
will end does gra,gus!ca ‘the 1ives snd wnfety o ' T
cceupied aress vho are uving under eonetant: threat ei’ dop
probably desth,

Y, - ¥hile the esnditione whmb have heen imgnua by thel’ron'
the refugses who are to be roesivad et Gaup Harsohel Lyautey are-
etringent than wo would have desired, 4¢ should e borne in mind
camp will Ve aduinistered by reprugontatives of the -Amopiean and:
Govornmants who will Ao sverything within thelr Hewar o i‘m}iliﬁ" ¢
commans) 1ife, Furthornsre, this Oovernwent is prepured, ;
to approash the Froneh Uewmittee of Hatianal Eiveration :
gasnring gore lenient trestmsut for snch of thewe rafug;ass Fre ared
French Horth Afrlea, At sny Fate, 1t scems quite olssr that: the important
conglderation 1s not the nereceal comfors of the individual rafugee dn hds
haven of rofuge but the overriding naceseity for 4aking whatéver m;nma, sy
possibly resuld in velieving the aondid lone wt aw:iz sf t‘:eae “emm‘m ae are .
pramnely wishln axls tnrﬂtarlaa. . i

it-1a !s!t thib. msge sonsiderations sro of {mraﬂmm% tmpartzmee ani L
ghould be horne in =ind by you at all times &nd in parsisuler when éisauniu"
the sattey of ths gsnp sitk rofogees vho are aaekiag sdvice on. th& S
deslrability of avaﬂing %he&mewas &f ?hswe faﬁlntias‘ S




On Novemi:ar,zo,:l%z,i the Sfat'é' Department comun"f"aﬁad wi’ﬂi “th
 Embessy that it had reports-that Spanish Republicen leudérs in un

" were being turned to the Spanish, presumably for execution, While ‘the St

Department cannot take an official position because it fears to irritate Spa
the Embassy is requested to let the Spanish Government lkmow that pub.
in this. country would be aroused by such executions. . SR o
. . On February 9, 1943, the State Department informed. the British Embassy
here that it would be inadvisable to permit refugess to go from Spain to
North Africa at this time, State proposes to suggest to-Spain that it let
geveral members of the American Joint Distribution Committee go to Spain to
 assist in evacuating refugees, especlally children under 16, - We iniend to. -
‘take as many refugees as possible, but not to Africa, R S

On March 25, Sir Ronald Campbell and Sir Lon had a conference at which .-
Cempbell stated that his Government wighed to evacuate all refugees.in Spain . .-
to an interment camp to be established in North Afiica immedistely. The State
Department declared that this was neither practical nor politie, French
North Africa is & political entity. Ton ‘informed Oampbell ‘that : ritishs: -
Government had proposed to furnish shipping for 1400 on’ March 28 an .
a fact which Campbell apparently did not know. He further informed him
& considersble amount of money hed been made available for stateless refuge
and that General Eisenhower hed been selecting personnel for North Afrio

and that the British had. proposed to take 1,000 to Palestine, -

lon stated that on March 24, there were supposed to
in Spain including 7500 French, and that all but a few thousand™y “be:covered:
by the foregoing plans; that the position of the othera was urgent but ' not . "
critical; that the whole thing could be handled by the “Intergovernmental Committee,
On May 29, 1943, Ambassador Winant reported to the Stateé Department concerning = -
the passage of refugeés from Spain, [ S I

The priority policy formerly practieed was the res

ult ofé,thélfacﬁ that e '

Spain agreed more readily to release British nationals, including many allied. e

nationals registering as British, and:Diiteh and Belglan refugees presunably -

going oversess to territory under the sovereignty of those nations, and for .~ = -
those with definite destinatione, as fcr example those going into the: allisd
armed forces. A feéw were permitted to pass through Gibralta, but this wag - .
limited by conditions in Gibralta itself., o TR e

, Since the action in North Africa began and the Germans ccoupled all of
France, most of the refugees in Spain are French, or Jews, elther statelesa
or enemy. The French who registered as Canadians are permitted to pass througl
although Spain formerly held many Fre 8 dus eir feap of Cerma

By By n
action, This Teluctance has now been overcome. Rumors to the contrary notwith
standing, de Gaulle and Geraud worked together well on.the refugee problem..

e




This includas allied nationale, atateless-*p '

“are anxlous for the eéstablishment of the. Northfﬂ.’r.‘ri
our State Department apparently agrees,
North Africa will ‘not consent,

The French stand ready to make one or t.wo ships a.vaila le:
French refugees from Portugel to North Afriem. It 1s heped that we
furnish escort. Everything appears to be get if Spain and Portugal contin

to cooperate, and the army will O.K. the establishment of- the
Africa.

RISmithsla. 2/22/44




Pebruary 18, 19

MERRAVDUM FOR THE FILES
, 7 P
Re: Dutch Refugees in Spain.l/

n 9 Jue 1943, the Netherlands Eabassy. presentédia'memorandmn'{;‘l_')o—,
the State Department which, after acknowledging its familiarity with the = .~
pr0gosed refugee center in uort( Africa, rejuested details on. the matter. T
krs Reams, in a memorandun dated 9 June 1943, noted that he had advised
the person presenting the memorandum that he was not in a p051t.10n to

furnish details as the matter was under consideration.

n 29 September 1943, the netherland Consul at Casablanca pade ~ -
informal inquiry of Mr. Fryer concerning the use of the Marechal Lyautey
refugee center to house 1500 Dutch refugees for a period of 30 days, It )
seems that these refugees were at that time in Spain and, under the proposalr-
of the Dutch, would be held in Casablanca for 30 days, pendmg,arrange,ments
for transporting them elsewhere,  This proposal was favorably received by
lxr. Fryer, who indicated it co&la Le- handled prior to the arrlval of the -
other refugees from UraAn.z/ o S

~ From ‘rhls pomt on the matter was handled in sthmgton.i/ A note was;,
presented by the Letherlands Ambassador, wiho called attention to-the = =
existence in Spanish intermment camps of a number of Dutech refugees and =
expressed the wish that they be given a temporary haven in. North Africa. -
The State Department discussed the matter with OFRRO getting the latter!s -
conditional agreement, provided the refugees would stay only 30 days, . be.
out before the other refugees arrived, be fed by the United States Army,
and further rov:Ldeu that the expenses were borne by the Netherlands. T
Government. l*/ Mr. Travers discussed the matter with Baron von Boetzelaer »/ T
of the Letherlands Lmbassk, expréssing a desire to cooperate, but requesting
certain specific details.Z 5/ ) :

1/ Unless -otherwise nindicated, a1l material wnder This tTitle vas. o’btai‘rrléd
from a file entitled "Refugee Groups - Dutch Refugees in Spa:m" found
in the Visa Division of the Department of State. )
3/ Cable Ho. 1662, 29 September 1943, 11 pem. from Algiers to'DeQ’ar%Iﬁent. e
3/ See Cable No. 2042, 22 November 1943, 1 a.m. from Mgiers to 'Department.

El»_/ Memorandum froem Mr. Crowe s Visa DlVlSlon to hir. Travers s Chlef 3 Vlsa
D.LVlSlOn, 29 November 19)43. ! i .

‘.;(\*, o

2/ Memorandum of conference dated 3 December 19L3. State Dept ;Lettu 1-11- 72

ByR.H.PaxksDate.(_&‘v 1 2 TQ




“hen the zevlaested defalls were fulmlshed the ma'hter of "sen
'refugeeb from Spain to I\orth Africa was droppeds. It appeared about 200
rei‘ue,ees wére involved, of which it was ‘felt that. h8 should:leave” “at “once _by
reason of the crowded conditions in the Spanish.camps Most. of “the. refugee
were to come from Spain, their final destinatien: being hmg,land, -and their-
transportatjon beirg handled by the Dutch. The matter had been cleared w:Lth}
the French. / The Netherlands repreoentatlve was told,. on 17" December l9h
that "the refugee center was not ready to recelve refug,ees“ and that. it Wa
tioubted very much if it would be in time to rece:we the Dutch “whom he des:Lred
to rove from Spain before the end of the year.! It was-suggested: that- the :
group be moved to England via Glgraltal* msteao. of North Africa,. in view
of th;é /lnm ted numbers involved./ Mglers was so advised on 21 December-

1043 0

, ?&{seph H.AMul'y;

o8/ Wemorandun of 15 December 19L3, presented Lo the State Depax*Enent in a — S

letter of the same date from the Netherlands Bmbassys

7/ Henorandum of conference, from kr. Travers to Dean Ribble ) both of the
=~  Visa Division, 17 December 19L3. ) o

Cable No. 237, 21 December 19L3, to Algiers from Department. -




A conference wae held in the ofﬂcp ,or;tlndéé' Socrotaryatﬂat
Stettinius, Febroary 1k, 1544 st 3130 p.a. e

Present for State Department:

Under Becretary Stettinius . dallace 8. Murra
Asaistent Secretary 0. Howland Shav Stanley X, Horab
Fhilip W. Bonssl ' o : Bayden Sayno!
Jases 0. Dunn , : Ggorge Varren

Progont for War Refuges Board snd Treasurys '
_ Mesers, Pehle, Inxford, DuBois and Friedmsn f

¥r, Stettinius opened the mesting by eaying thab he had called the -

- group together in orde¥ that there might be & full end frank diecussion
of the question of coopsration betwoen the State Department and the Var
_Refugee Board, He indicated that the propossd cable to- Anbas or By
which the Board had sent over had onlled forth certain objestions f
politicsl people, and he felf that this offered & good epportunity So bring .
out in the opsn any differences of opinion that might exist betweon the Sfate '
- Department and the Wer Hefugee Board, - s e e T

Btettinlus ssked Pehle to outline his general 1deas conceraing the .
aueetion of cooperation by State. Pehle indleated briefly that he fel
to be the Job of the Board to take prospt astion in regening refugess,
that from time 40 time 1% would be nesessary %o ¢all upon. the State
ment, not only to use 1te facilities, btut to take & definits atand 1
support of the Board's action, Pehle stated that up to the preien
boen receiving cooperation. Pehle then asked for a statement of ¢

UL

objections vhich the political-people had in sonnegtion with She Spanish. L

cable, Kr. Stettiaius called upon Nr, Dunn to state hia point of view in

the matter, Nr, Dunn firss addressed himself to ihe question of vhether:
the cabdle should be sent out simply as s cable of the VWar Refuges Board oF

Al

 as a State Department cadle, Be indicated that thers would M,n*waﬁi{:‘ A '
av A [}

st &1l in sending $he cable out as & Var Hefugee Noard cable;. and ’ ,
such svent i¢ would be unnecessary for Auw pelitical people to epre seaoy | [
opinion as to the merits of the proposst &¢ . He spparently took she [ .
- positios that this would be trus even 42 thd Board's proposed aclon - . e
conflicted with genersl Sovernment policy in the gountry Anvolved,

and Tuxford ab onse made 1t clsar that the Board wap not als




SN A o S M e

4n sending ouy cables; that they had been. '
pecple themselves that a osble from the Depariaen
wuch more effective wetion on the part of ocur Ninisters
than does a cable fram. one of the other Governnens sgencies
progras suggested in the proposed esble goes o the very hear
Board's effort because unless we are succeseful ovi sfw
Spain in order to get more refugese into that cous

wall atop its operations right mow, and that 1% is nees

State Department's full apyroval and wspport of the projest
stated that he d44 not now that the Board wanted the State
to consider the policy aspeots of this matter since we had
sald so, Fehle made it clear that in sending So Sate a prapoi
of thie nature we obviously wanted State to consider the aatier caref)
to avold possidle policy conflicts and if possidle to suppert fully the
Board's positigfi. 1% was emphasised that in matters of this kind which
involve dealings betueen goveraments it is useless to undertake a: rode
unless the State Departasnt is inm full accord with the Board's propiusl,

Mr. Stettiniue stated that in the future it should be clearly usde
stood in cases of this kind that the War Refugee Board wantu the State
Dopartmentts full ceonsurrence and that all such cables vill de w0 studled
vy State, Hs {ndfeated that this would, of sourss,. delay somewhat the -
gending out of tadles. Thie pronouncement was generally agtaed to by -
Sgate Department yeprosentatives. It vas also agreed that from-$ine %0 - -
time the Board will wish to send out cablesrams directly which will fob
need State Depertment study. . T e N

~ Mr. Dunn vas then askéd to state his further. objeotions to the
propoged cable in gueation, They were ae followst - = .. =~ .. -*

1., That we are prosently engaged in negotistions wil
thet Government prohibit the export of wolframy that in thiws
Bpanish Government has ssked ua to make a public: it
apologising for putting on the oil embargo. Aveordjr

refused to meke any such siatemont, and 4n his view ¢

make o statemens vith respest So Fefugess at this time would

~ without results and perhaps would interfere vith our wolfram
2, Dunn wanted to know how we could pomsibly make ,gm;eg.g{ﬁ._“ w

our eable that we would remove refugees from Spain whes we knew that wader . T

the agreement with the French the facilities in'the North Africas camp are
extrensly 1imited, Al A G

~ Mr, Dunn, when pressed for a statement of 'Mtﬁ'-m’umssﬁ;
that he was not prapared $o make other comusnts on the oable sin




not previcusly kmown that polliey utn‘rg}iwu( to-be gone into
b nesessary for hin to consult all of the interested prople is

: Shere vas only a very brief discussion of the point
As to the question of assuring.ourselves of facilitiss £
taking measures of this kind to get them out of Axis osouple
vas plainly stated by Peble that if the Board were to afo
months vould go by vithout effective reseus measures dein
long as there presently exist facilities for a falrly subs
refugess, the first task of the Board must bs to £411 up su
aenters, dealing with the question of additional faollis!
%0 be a real praotical probles, o : I

Hr. Stettinius stated that he thought the most practical vay of resolving
these questions was for us to get together with the politioal pecple and agres -
on a cadle, He stated that he had sppointed Nr, George Varres 4 the staff of
Oharles P, Taft with the responsidility of olearing through the State Departe -
nent ae rapidly as possible all mabters emanating from the War Refuges Board. - o
He asked My, Warren %o take this cable at once and as soon as possible olear -

14 vith everyone comoerned. He indicated that Mr, Warrem would be freely

sccessible to bin (Mr, Stettinius) in all these matters and made 1% clesr that
he expsoted State %o take mﬂonpgmily._ o ' Cwle T LT

After the adjourmment of the meeting,. Hessrs. Pehle and luxford bad &

brief conversation with Mr, Dunn, Dumn madé the point that 12 the State
~ Department 1s to be called upon to appreve projecss swoh as¢ that -

, | that fnvolved tn
the proponed cable to fpain, 1% will be necessary for State to study fully = o
She proposel in the 1ight of all exieting relationships and deslings b &
the United Btates and the government involved; that this etudy frem

will require some Sime, it being imponsible to clear cables of this kind
a fov hours, He ewphasised that Af the Board desires i%s aotion to be
offective instead of 25§ effective the political people wiil need ¢}

order %o be able to advise the Board what, in view of the existing » tln -

action, eto,

vith respect to the country invelved, should be the proper tisime of preposed

luxford pointed out to Puan that our propossd negotiations vith Spatn
in regard to refugess is on an entirely aifferent lsvel than the politieal
and economic negotiations which we have with thas country. In other wordw,
1t vas indicated that our suggested appeal to Spain is a Bumanitarisn appeal
in wvhigh all we are asking of Spain is thut 1% be husans at our expense,
®he aomparison was made with the negotimtions which ve carry on Yhrough: the

Red Cross even wish Germany with respecs to the axohange of war prisoners, ete.,

the point being nade that humsnitarian negotistions of this

Tase ore provently’




being carried o umm rntonneo to onr nmnu pol
toward the people vith vhom we are dealing. Aecord ncly. ‘Shar
for holding wp the pressnt oable on the dasis et ‘ wpH
~ ‘with our other negotuuan. uuh Spnn. Co :

Pehle, Luxford, DuBois and m-m slso dhmnd wun nrx-on
oable in question, Warren m«d to push the matter at enao aaa u
understood that he would cell us S$onorrow aftermoon o ses progr.
_ has besn sade., Warren vas also sdviged that i objuuunl ntu v
point he nho\nd oall us for nplm\ion. )

T - 215/ T ek




~ Ebatsinive, February b, 19U% b 3130 pow,
Fragent fur State Mgﬂnﬂh - IR
_ Under Zeoretary Stettintus . ¥gllaee 5, Nur

" & confersndo was held in $he affics of Under Baowerery of

’ , Yallase 5, Nurrey

Agsletent Ssevetary O, Howland Shaw. - Btanley %, Horsback
Phillp ¥, Honead , '  Haydss Bamer
Prosens for Vor Refuges Board and Trenpuryt ' TR
Hegere. Peble, Z;us?ford, &3'@3; and ?y‘,m

R e I B

#r, Sbetsiniuve eponed the meobing by maying Shat he had ealled the
@roup Sogethor An opder that thers sight bs s full snd frank ddachesion
of tho quession of qooperation Gelweon the State Dopnvtsent end the Vep - -
Hofuges Doard, He fndlosted that She propussd arble Yo Ambassador Hayes
vhioh the Board had sent over-hal aulled Zorth cortuln objecticee Tren the
politionl people, ond he feld thad thie offered & good eprorSunAty $o bring
out in the apen any 4ifferenges of oplulun ¢hat might exlsd Betveen the Beat

Dopartament sud the Vay Refuges Board,

Gtettiniue anked Peble 30 asmim hie geneval ddens concerning the
_ question of cooperasion By Stats, Pehle indigated triefly thet he fell
to Yo the Job of She Haxed to take Pironpt nebien In pesculox vefugess, avd
that from Size to 4ime 1% vould e ncesssary €0 G511 upon- Ahe Htate Tepa¥te
noEb, 808 only S0 use 1%s fnoliitden, Yok &y teke o definite abnnd do . 0

pport of the Heard'e action, Pohle atatzd that wy o the pressat-he hed

Yo rocelving aeg«muéa. fohle then asked for o stobaend of the o
objeations vhich the political peopls had 4n cennection with the Zpantel. S o
cable, Hr, Stettiniue oulled npem He, Push to sbate hie polnt of viev in Tl S
the matter. Kr, Dono first sddreesed himgelf $o She question of wielher e A S 8
the andle should Do send out sieply ae a eable of the ¥ar Hefugeo Bosd oy
as & Hiate Depayinemt dable, Ho fndioated thut thevs would be mo treuble . . -
8% a1l in weuding She cable oub an » War Hefugew Board osble, and thnt 4w - o
suoh event 4% would bo unnesesisry for the politiesl pesple to espress soy -
opinkon ap $o Vhe nerita of the presosed ast%os, He apperently desk the - . -

postbion that thie weuld he true wven 4f the Board's proposed astion
‘eonflieted with genersl Cowwrnsert polioy in the gountry involved, |
st Lunford at onds iade 4% slsar thut the Bosrd vew not 'ﬂ;‘@?‘?ﬁﬁ? ,




in :«m&mg mss nab'ua; t&st ﬂﬁs# m m aéﬂ
puople themselven thut 4 eable feom She Deparin:
wueh mobe effantive aoticn on She part of cup ¥
- than does s tsbie from one of the o¥her Bovernumnt ag
progran sugseated I the propossd eshle gaes to tﬁ& eory Bonr
Board's affurd bhemsuse unlees we wre eneaessful in acving fuie
Bpain in ordaur te get nare refugses fnte that éé!&ﬁﬁ?if Ghﬁ Jgard pey “
wall stop Ste operationge pight now, snd that 1% i : :
Btate Dopertmend®s fall cpproval end eupnery of & siaok,
statod that he 414 not dmow Shat the Board wanted the 1bate Dep,
to consider tho polley aepeste of this asbter elngs we had fre
‘andd g2, Polile mede 16 elenr that in sending to Stade & prevesd
of tiie nature we obvisagly wented Btate to sonsider the sadler aaxaml
to avoid pogpeible poliey coufliete end 48 poesibie to -support Flly the
Beardds poaltich, I was swplisgized thod fn salters of thip kind whieh

invelve dealings beSuesn goverssents 1% Lo ussless to underfuke a ;sﬁssa&cﬂ .
m!oes the Htule mparemnt be in fu1} gocord with ﬁhu Sﬂﬁd'& gsrgmaaa;. L

Hy, Zsettinive wbuiad Sheh in the ﬁﬁn&e t% sheald kﬁ Qiﬁ&rty m;as-
at70d 16 saeas of thie %ind that the ¥ar Hefugee Board wanbe the Hlat

Popsrtuentde full consurrerce snd thed s13 guek anbles will be g
by State, a indlegied Shat this would, of esurse, doley sodew
sending ant of oxbles, Fhis proncansenent wap ZABOPALLY sgresd ta.
Stute Depertaeny reppepontidives. It wes slet sgresd thad from tim W
tine the Toard will wish to send Ut ﬁs}biegr&an &h'antly ghmh v;i,‘;i set

ond Itxte Deparioment studg,

He, Bann wes Sham saked to stabs his further ea'&,jc&t;am ia ﬂs- }f S
pregoned eablo in smstlan. They wera se followsl : L

1. That we exe prosentiy enpaged in n&gazh&i@m vﬁh %&in w !wu :
that dovernzent prohivit the export of wolfwsmp that i thig connenbion &hv
Spantah Governsest hes asked us bo make & pubdie ebatenent prag iy
eyologisieg for pussing en the ofl ssbevgo. Ascordtng te.d
refusnd tn oeite 3oy such sbatensay, and in Mls vies sar ankd

make o atabenent vith respeet §o refugees sk this Mue weudd ’h* nma&&ts‘xx‘;’, S

whthsut rosults snd perhaps woild EnSerfers with L wilfras u@aﬂnﬁ%m

2, Duns wanted Yo knew hew wa oonld ponelbly finks the aa&atimﬁ o

our gable that we wonld resave refegess from Vpaln whed wo know Shab under

the agresmund with the Frenah the fecllities in the Hevih mm@m W are
ontrenely Yiatied, '

My, Punn, vhen sresssd for o atasoment of further auaetxmu. ml&
thst he wza 808 prepared bo wake othey »mwu on . thw mw giw; !w htﬁ




nob previeusly knovn Shat pelicy naSters vers 40 be gene ke, and 18 weul

_bo nesssssry for him $6-gonsult all of She intevestsd prople in Bie ¢

Taere vas only & vary brisf Glesuselon of Wie points Falwed by Pasn,
As to the question of sswuring curselves of feellities for velugess Before

taking nssoures of thils ¥ind to get thes oub of Axie sewwpied territory; 18
was plainly stated by Peble that Af the Board were to adoph weah a polley
panths would go by withoud affentive Foseue nonwures Deing takeng thed en
1eng ee thors prosently exded faoilittes for o felrly subatantisl nonber of
refugeon, tho first task of the Doard sust 5o to $111 op such exleting refuges
aanters, dealing vithk the question of additional faolifties vhen this-comen -
to be o veal practical prodles, T AL T SR AR

Hy, Stettiniug stnbed that he Shought the most pesotical way of rosslving -

these misstlions wap for us %o gt together with the polities) pesple and sgres
" on a eadle, o atated thet he had sppofnted He, Oeobge Varren tol the eWaff of
Charles P. Taft with the rosponsidility of elearing through She State Departe
sent so vapidly se possible all matters stanating fron (he Way Refuges Doard,
Ho peked Hy, Varren %o take this cadls #b cnae xed ss woom as posaible olear
16 with everyons goncesnsd, IHs tndfested thas My, Varren would be freely .
sacensiblo to him (Hpr, Stebtintus) 4n a1l thess satters end uade 1% olear the

he axpacted Btate S0 take soMien promphly.

T Auer the sfjcurssent of the. meeting, Hessre. Pehle und lanford had »
trlef converesticn with Mr, Denn. Dunn made the potud thad 4f the State
Departasnt is to Be ¢alled wpon %o approve projscts aneh as She tavolved 48
the proposed eable to Spain, 48 will bo nessasary for State to stuly folly
the proposa) in the 1ight of a3l exteding relationghips and dealings betve
the United States and the geverasent dnvonived; that Shis study fregwently
will pegatre soue $iue, 19 being Ampousibls to clesr sables of Shis kind 4

“a fav hours, He emphasieed that £f the Boavd Gesires L4 sabion te be 1008
efZective fnstead of 2% effentive the poiiticnl peovle will nesd ties dn
order 30 be able %o advius tis Buard what, 4n view of the exlating sitwatios

with respaot %o the country involved, shmild e the preper Sising of prepossd

astion, ele, ,

Iaxford pointed ouk o Duan that our proposed negetiations widh Spatn
tn rogard to refuxess fe on an entivsly 4iffevent level than the polisieal
and escnoaie negoblutions whioh we have with that cennbry, In other words, =
At wvas {ndicated tht our sggested appeal te fpain As 4 humaniberian sppsad -

S A0 vhieh Al we aro asiing of Bpain fa that 1% Lo homans &b our expines, '

“%he acopartson was nade with the negotiaticone wvhich we verry on Shrowgh dhe
Red Cross even with Jwrmany with vespsct to the exahange of war prieenera, et
the point Bekng mude $hat hwealtarisn negetiations of this olnse ave praums




betng esyriof on vithout yeferénes 46 our seenaml
‘Soward She people vith whom we are dealisy,

* for holding up the pressnt osdie on the basle ¢
with our oSher negotiations vith Spalm, .

Penle, Lusford, Sulois end Frioduan alvo Afneunssld W10k Yary
eavle in @estion, Varrea agrasd to push the 2atter ad onee and 1
andsvasocd that he would esll us texorrow afternocn 0 ess vhal p gt
hay baen sade, WYarron vas also advised that. AL cbjsatlons arise b aay

_ point he chould eall us for explensties,

: .
e EE 2

00) Kesers, Pohlo, Luxford, DuBois .
: , Lesger, Migs Hodel

TIPSR - 2/15/44




MEMORANDUM TO: - Mr, Pehle

FROMs - Mr, Friedméh—

“Re$  Bupport of Refggeeéiih35péin;;*r,j

Mr, McCormick of the Red Cross, as you know, suggested that we are
presently making financial contribution, together witn the French and 0
‘Eritigh, to the support of refugees in Spaln who are outside of cemps, .
MeCormick stated that Miss Flexmer knew more about this matter than .~
-anyone-else, I called Migs Flexner, who geve me the following
informationt s ' . . Sl a

1, Before the French started to take care of their own people ~ =
in Spain (about 6 months ago) the United States Government sent to the .
American Ambassador in Spsin the sum of $200,000 to be used only in the
- care of French and American refugees, $100,000 wae sent about January,
1943 and the additional $100,000 was sent sone time 1ater, The fundg - .~
originally came from OFRRO and the expenditure was later reimbursed from
the Presgident!s Emergency Fund, The money was $0 be used for food and s

shelter of the French and American refugees in Spain.;ri;

2, The United States Government has never made any financial
contribution to the support of gtateless refugees in Spain ‘who are SR
outside of campe, The JDO has always supported such refugees;‘contribué'?: E
ting $3,00 a day per person, ~ LI T

3« The Red Cross at omne time sent food %o Spain for the p ,poée éf?,
supplementing the diets of all refugees in camps, and the Fré at .one- .-
time contributed clothes for about 1500 stateless refugees,1  S onE

 In order to get the resl details it will be necemsdary to examine - e
Flemner's files on Spain which I will do at the first possidle opportunity, - -
Mics Flexner insists that we are not presently making any finaneial cona -
tribution for the support of refugees in Spain and that the only
contribution made at any time is the one - indicated in point 1 above,

st
/ﬂ M
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Warch'24: 1943. A memorandum o
- e

Sir uopalu Campbbll and Mﬁ LonfH

Sir ~onala Campbell -wanted to ta&e 1mmed1aue steps to

'nternment

evacuate all-the relugeeS‘;ut of Spain 1nto an

ALyt

cermm to te established in Horth Alrlca.' r, Lonﬁ'stated t:at

sucr & su”“ns ion was not practical eltner irom thr v01nt ofﬁ;”
view of fesasibility or politics. Fe statea further thatfthéx'
American Tovernment had no jurisdiction of such a'nature"‘;'
ovér Trench Yorti !zlica 7 7 7

Tonald oressed for immediate intergovernmental

action. “e was tren told o the active steps which are being .
telken to meet tne proulem, none of which he seemed to Dbe

fermiliar with excépt'tlut the Tritish Goverhmént, throuéh'héf '

Embassy in (adrid vas-exercising her good offices and making -
expencitures.
Pr, Lons o:tlined the evacuatlon olans Ior l 400 peoole

forthe British fovernment was furnishing ships' of the aotual

transfer of 150; the fact that ~other vvssels were due to begin_ 

N

3

movements on larch 28 and April 2; ‘the reﬂoval of 1nternees
from iranda; the makin:g available of considerable sums of
money and also the contribuﬁions from private Iindividuals
for statelsss peréons. He further told of the activities ol
“eneral tisenhower in weedinsm out persons he would take. to

North Africa and stated thet the British Government had agréed;

to




SPAIN -

,'tb'reééive iQOQQ of themf“ ;
‘that the total number of refup

of which 7,500 Were;Freth. After the evﬁcuatioﬂ

way and

Lbeir welfxre nAulq be 00ﬁ31dered

2033101y at the ,rellqupr“ confersence. of the. ;ermuda Conlerence

ard finallvy decided at the Inters~overn mental uonleronoo.

Loril 26, 1943, 'elovaqdzm of CO”VQfoethH oetween
e B, ATEY

r., won: and tie bpanign'ﬁnbassauor:

'4r; Lons took up the subisct of refuszees who wWere- flnd-l';'
ing their way into Spain and expresssd the hope of this
Government that the Spanish Government ﬁould refrainrfromi
returnin: thenm to Gérmagv and. wonuld place no obstacle in the
path of those escaping ffbmx?ermany. 7 7
The Ambassador replieé that his Governmeﬁtjﬁas:givihg'

these people refuce and was not returning them to Géfmahj.

e has been in contact with Tewish organizations concerning |
the care of these people and has teleﬁraphed hlS uovernment
to sﬁpport the proposal that shipments be made from
the Arcentine to provide supplemental food for the refugees
50 thet they would not be a further drain on.the resources

of Spain. He stated that he was very sympathetic toward

them




'zovernment't

conversation he woula orally urye h*s

vay 14, 1943.  Memorandum of conversation -be

¥r, Hayter and tir. Law:.

The conversationrconcerned the refﬁgeés inﬁSéngé:
countries and with reference to Spain MY . Loﬁgjétéﬁer'ﬂ
vessels had been assined to evacuabe refupéés;outrbffspainif
to Lorth Africa. One of these vessels had - left aB early as
April 30 and althouzn 1t was only an overnlﬁht run- to

_Casablanca the Vessels had not returned to—bpaln. Hr. Long

~

also said- that while:the'vesselsfwere probablj ofiFrench'flag5
they were under the control -of the british Admiraltfv'-i'n those ©
zgters and he asked whetherAIr. navter or Mr. Law knew why the
vessels ad not returned to Spain. They steted that they dld;ri;
not know bnt that they would teleﬁraph their Government aboﬂ,
these ships. (Reference is made to No.,1267 of: Mav 13 1943

from WADRIL although the information contained in &t was npt i

gisclosed by Mr. Longz.)
















