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vear Dr. Stelnberg:
T chall be deli_ hted to see you when you are in
Kasnington next Tuesday or ¥ednegday. - ¥hen you are }s'xere
‘ me will see iy Hr. Penle is free. 7
Yery truly yours,.

- Lawrencé g, LeardR

Lawrence S. Legser: -
aesistant Executive Director’

vr. I. ¥, Stéinberg'/
1819 Broadway, Suite 701,
Xev York 23,-N. Y.

LSLessersals 6/15/44
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- Wednesday of next week --

" ment.

'FREELAND LEAGUE

FOR JEWISH TERRITORIAL COLONIZATION
1819 BROADWAY, Suite 701
NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

. June 14, 1944 -

Mr, Lawrence S, Lesser
Assistant Executive Director
VWar RKefugee Board:

Treasury Building

' VWashington, D. C.

Dear ¥r, Lesser,

As I intend to be in Washington on Tuesday and

8 June 20 and 21 --may I have an
interview with you or with ¥r. John Pehle on one of those -

days? There have been some new developments with regard
to the matter of?Jewish colonization in Australia, and I
should like %o téll you about then. I shall call you when
I arrive, and perhaps we may then arrange a lunch appoint-

¢

With warm regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Dr. I. W. Steihbefg




“RETURN POBTAGE chAnAVN'tcE:ig'r -

FREELAND LEAGUE.
AIN1819 BROADWAY

‘ surtezor. .

©NEW YORK 28, N. v, . -
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Mr, Lawrence: |

~ " Assistant ‘Executivé Direct
War ‘Refugee Bo

Treasury Buildin

- Washington,




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

 DATE

10 M. Pehle

: N . o fetdoq :
2 %11l recsil that when Dr, Steinberg visited us come months .

%60, Sericue consideraticn wae given to discuss;Fg with Prire
. v, . . . . : s
Yinister Curtin, then about ta arrive in the United States on his

s

v

ity to Ingland, tre Ximberley sroject for the colonization of Jews

in Austraiia. If my recollecticn serves me, we even mentioned the
retter tg Mr. Berle who said that he would Y"try" to rémemPef to
@mention tie subject to Mr. Curtin. My guess is that Mr. Berle was
wable 4o find an appgzgriaté moment. Mr. Curiin is now about to
arrive in the United Stutes again on his return from England to

Australia. Do you think anything can be done this-time?
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APR 28 1944

Lear Dr, Steinberg:

Please accept this belated acknowledgment of &our' letter
of Harch 24, 192‘4, and the memorandum with respsot to the
Limberley colonigation scheme transmitted therewith, Your
memorandum is of considerabld interest, snd we have made inguiry

to ascertain the present status of the plan therein outlined.

Very truly yours,
(8igned) J.W. Pekle

e J. W, Pehle
; Exocutive Director

Dr. I. N, Bteinberg
44t Central Park West
New York, N, Y.

Yo L

LSLesserials A/28/kk .
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TERRITORIALIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA FOR JEWISH COLONIZATION
. 1819 BROADWAY, Suite 701 '
NEW YOREK 23, N. Y.

‘Pleage reply to: )
) 444 Central Park West .
) : New York City, N.Y.: -
: i " March 241944,

Mr. J.W. Pehle
Executive Director.
War Refugee Board,
Ireasury Building,
Weshington, D,C,

Dear Mr. Pehle,

I want, first of all, to express to you my déepirir,ﬂ }

apprecgation and thapnks for the most friendly attitude towards :
the Australian project you whowed during our converasations in .- .

Washington, T am especially grateful for the swiftness with-whicﬂﬁ— f';

you have familiarized yourself with the whole problem and intro= -
duced me to the Secretary of the Treasury. - Let-us hope: that these -
first initia;osteps will be a happy augury forrthe realization*ofr'

the plans. >

) e ‘As arranged I am enclosing the Memorandum on the -
Kimberley project with several documents attached. Short as this: ~
memorandum is it gives - I hope - a satisfactory picture of the-
physical, economic and politicdl aspects-of the project. ‘T would .
be happy to know that thig material might be useful -for thé Secres=-

tary in case he decides to menion our cause to Mr. John Curting” -
the Prime Minister of Australia) L F e T e

I should bé'gratefu13t6>ﬁééé;f#gm’jbﬁ*ébbwﬁ any ..
further steps you intend to take in this mattgr.a» R R B

. I am writing this on-a day when we all-areiter- -
ribly distwrbed about the new blow of Nazism against the Jews . .of: -
Hungary, - and I can see how fully you, dear Mr, Pehle, feel the .-
responsibility of saving human' 1ives. May your hands be strong -

in this holy war for life and God ‘bless you.

"V@ry~sihcerely“y§urf'
INS/as A S :Dr;‘IsN;iSteihbefgf'svg'i o




Memorandum

s

Tos Mr. J.W. Pehle, Executive Director, War Refugee Board.
From: Dr. I.N. Steinberg, in behalf of the Freeland League
for Jewish COIOnization.

In consequence of our conversations in Wesh-
ington during March 12«13 of this year, and aecording to your
request, I have the honour to submit for your consideration the

following memorandum. . It sets out a scheme for the establishment

of a Jewish Bettlement of refugees from Europe in the Bast Kim-

berley area of Australia.

(1) The Freeland League was founded in London,
Englana, in 1935, with the aim of finding in some country overe
seas a territory suitable for a large-scale colonization of Jewish
refu gees and migrants, Thesactivities of the League were inten-
sified in 1938 when it became”evident that the approaching catas-
trophe would uproot the Jewish people in Europe.

(2) The main idea of the League's program is S

to secure the possibility of a Jewish coloniZation on a non-g l- i
itical basis, The Settlement to be established.. Was not to- become

a separate entity, but should be incorporatéd. into the economic

and political framework of the land of refuge. The laws and ed*
ministration of that land should be introduced in the Settlement
from the beginning, and the settlers - who would come from many
states of Burope -~ would in due course become citizens. Theyr

would later, no doubt; take part in the politicalydevelopments of:
the count¥y but they would do so ae citizens at lerge.and not as

a specifically Jewish political unit. Thus there wouid_be noA




- 2 - et
danger of "minority problems" arising.

(3) After considering the various unpqpulated
areas the League concentrated its 1ntérest and efforts on the East
Kimberley district in Western Australia as the- best suitable ter=
rigory for a Jewish settlement. It was intended to take over a
large area of 7 million acres of pastoral country streching 50
miles south and east from Wyndham, alongside the Ord River, In
May 1939 the League sent the undersigned, its Secretafy, to Aust-'
ralia to investigate the possibilities of sgch a project, Oon ar-
rival in Perth, and encouraged by the sympathetic attitude of the

VWest Australian Gtate Government, I, together with Australian ex~

perts, travelled through the area in view and we prepared tentative

plans for its development,

(4) We found a Rage couhtry, undeveloped and  un-

populated, yet full of ‘the greatest potentialities. About 40,000
heads of cattle grazed on its pastures; the climate was hot but tole

erable for Buropeans; there was much fertile soil and sufficient-

water supply. The reglon has en average rainfall of 26 inches,; .Most

important is the reliability of the rainfull. during 54 years of

kept records there was no doought in that part of Australis,

A detailed description of that area is con~-

tained in the Report on our investigation (see appendix under Nool)

(5) The conclusions arrived at Were confirmed )

by two other reports made by special investigators =~ one dn 1937 by

Prof, Presoott, = the other by the West Australian Government it~

self in 1941. On the basis of these conclugions was conceived a
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program of a mixed, agro-industrial, economy which should embféce
both the development of pastoral pursuits and tropical agriculture,
and the creation of the fundamentals of secondary industries. Such
an economy, based on acientific planning, could reasonably give thé
settlers the necessary choice'of'occupationsiand”thus make them even
more attached to the soil and future of the new country. The devel-
opment of the Settlement should proceed by stages; groups of younger
people, men and women, should be among the pioneers of the first,
reletively short, stage whose function would be the opening of the
country for the next, ever growing, waves of immigrants;

‘(6) The above mentioned plans were submitted to
the West Australian Government together with a formulation of the
principles on which the Settlement should be based,

8. The Kimberley Settlement should be buhld up on non~pol~-
itical lines<so that the Jewish immigrants would become
Australian citizens, with all the rights and duties in-
volved. 7 _ :
bs All the work conrme cted with the pioneering étage‘woﬁld,
be undertaken by the Freeland League. - It would bé}fe§4f
ponsible for the selection of the aextlerg‘gnd;orgahiéﬁg,
their work and communal life. , ) N
¢es The econdmy of the Settlement would be scientifically
planned, thus preventing waste of human and material re-
_sourced within the new area, and competition with Aust=
ralia's economic life from without. Most of thé economic
activities of the settlers in the initial stage should
be established on a cooperative basig so that the Settle-
ment might become self-supporting at the eariies@t T




poseible date, ] -

ds The communal organization of therdewiSh Setilement
(instead of far—flung and scattered settlements of in- .
dividual migrants) is bound to produce energies and en=
thusiasm far bayond the numbers of people settled. As

history has shown, colonization has the best prospects
of success when it is based on common spiritual and re-
ligious bonds among the pioneeré. On the other hand, the
‘communal organization would enable Bhe Australian Govern-
ment to supervise and support easily the process of fhe

adjustment of tne settlers to the country.

(7) On August 25, 1939, the Government of Western
Australia gave its approval to the prbposal in the form of a letter
from the Premier to the undersigned. The main part of -that decision
reads as follows: . '
"Your next step appears to be to approach the Common-
"wealth government, and ascertain their attitude to the
"project and to the introduction of refugees. for ﬁhe5,
"purpose of forming a Settlement, To this end,Ttheréforé,
""we desire to advise that we have no obﬁection to your
"making the necessary approach to the Government in Can=
"berra. Should your approaches in that connection be
"met with success, this Govermment would desire its re-
"pregentatives to confer with you and feachiagreement '

"regarding mandy conditions."

(8) On several subsequent occasions the West
Agstralian Government confirmed its positive ‘gtand on this project.

Before submitting the project to the Common-




wealth Government it was found advisable to aséertaig'thefattitﬁde
to the scheme of pubdic opinion in the country, and of the many .
representative bodies of the Australian population. Thus, during
the years 1940 to 1943, a systemative campaign of enlightenment was
launched in mahy states of Australia, in order to acquaint the public
with the main ideas and aims of the scheme. Churches, universities,
chambers of commerce, the trade union movement, the Lord Mayors of

the leadfng cities and the national press were approached = and the

. response of the majority of them was actively sympethetic. Of the

many public statements made by them, some should be mentioned. -

(9) The Anglican Bishop if Perth, who is at the
same time the Primate of Australia, wbote to Prime Minister Curtin
on February 27, 1943, in the name of "ihe great majority of the
people” and urged "a decision from the Government in answer to the
request that a considerable-area in Australia be set apart as soon
as circumstances permit fef refugee settlement." ( photostat of this
letter is attached under Nos 2), A document no leas significant
was the letter of April 5 1943, addressed to me by the Jeading;Romap
Catholic Bishop of Melbourne, Dr. Mannix (Photostat under Nos 3).

(10) The Australasian Coufieil of ‘Trade Unions,
the only central body of the trade union movement in Austrelia,

stated in a letter to Mr. William Green, President of the American

Federation of Labour on April 6 1943 that they "decided to support

this venture,® Similarly, the Labour Council ui>in Sydney (repre-~

sating more than 300,000 workers in New South Wales)stated: "We

hope to see the Settlement an established fact in the near future."
. B.J. Holloway, now the Commonyealth
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Minister for Labour, wrote in a letter to the Hon}’E.rBeQin,'Minister o
of Labour in the British Cebinet, as follows: PTherFedéral Government
were giving favourable consideration to the project when the war put -
all projects, other than war, on one side." (Photpstﬁts of this and -

other letters are attached under No., 4).

(11) It seems that not only humanitarisn motives

but also practical consicerations diétated this positive attitude on
the part of Austfgiians. They feel that Kustralie stands on the eve
of a new historical development and is going to piay its paft in ther
rebuilding of humanity., It will need in-the pestwar period a large:r

population.

, Australia, no doubt, will succeed in devel-
oping her economic and trade relations with the wordd. still, wkétever
might be the ﬁerspectives of international irade, it is éenerallyrr
understood that the most reliable market remains the domestic. :Iﬁ
seems, therefore, necessary t build up at home a greater consuming

power for the output of Australia's expanding industries. A no less

important need will be the enrichment of the cultural lifé of?Austra1ia
by the admission in greater numbers of European migrants. Whatéﬁer
mey be the-approach to Australian plans in thg{Iuturgzrphey Wili démgnd
first end foremost ~ people, people and peoplg. The Kimberley projéét
appeared to public opinion as one of the reasonable ways of contri-

buting to Australia's need for populagion and economic development.

(12) These considerations seem &also to have been
in the minds of so many authoritative persons;in:Austrélia when they

commended the.Kimberley project to representative personalities in i é

the United States. Mr. R.J. Cumthoys, the chief Australian correspon-
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dent of the "New York Time s" wrote on May 16 1943:

"The Kimberley project commends itself to me as one who
"has long been convinced that whét Australia most needs
"is an infusion of varied national strains. The war re=
"fugees who have come to us already have made a very val-
"uable contribution to Australien life, and I am sure that
"our emperience will 53 that of America = that wershall
"derive fresh vigour from the admixture of new types with
"our people.”

Sir Ernest Figk, the head of the "Amalgemeted
(Australis) Ltd." followdd the same line in steting-in a

letter of April 15 1943;

"The project received much support and encouragement from

"leading ¢itizens of all kinds and from importent orgeni-
"zations. This support is based on a widespread sympathy

"with the ‘suffering of his people in Europe, also upon the
"recognized necessity for a development in Australia."

It is also interesting to'mention the presiden-

tial addréses by the well-known Col. J. Drake-Brockman to- the annual )

meeting of thé Institution of Australian Engineers:

"Years of experience and personal stuuy oiﬁthe country

‘"gelected for the purpose led me to believe that the Kim-

"berley schreme would be very likely,to prove successfule.
"I am convinced a Jewish settlementAscheme for thé North

"West, properly éponsored and financed by the Freeland

"League, wogld become a benefit and stimulus to~Australia."{




(13) -Among the countless voices,otgsyﬁéaih& end:
understending, there was aléo & number of sceptical,detached and
even hostile opinions. The objections touched usuallyrupon two
points: firstly, whether &é was advisable to create in Australia a
settlement of a specific group of immigrants, thus endangering the
political coherence of the country - and, secondly, whether the
Jewish settlers woulc stey in the colony and not disperse in the

industrial cities thus causing unemplpyment.

The reply to the first point is that tke
proposed Jewish colonization is definitely intended to be on non-
political lines. The Jewish people, who are gettling a country of
edoption, have no other allegiance than that of that countrys; they
have no State or home behind thgm. -As to the second question, there
is little doubt that Jewish settlers fromﬂyaé;fq§yaspgpeq7EErqp§luWwf
having all the great suffering behind them, will only gratefully and
most actively grasp‘fﬁ%»héppy opportunity of buflding a home for
themdelves and their children., After investing their energies, labour

and'inspiration in the soil of the new, free.community, the:pioneérs
7 will not be prepared to destroy it with their hands for:the:tﬁricgr
of doubtful bere fits in the cities. B

e eE e

(14) This was the reason why therﬁajority of the
Australian people Peadily accepted the plan and two Pro—Kimbefley
Committees of leading Australisns were formed in Sydney and'Melbourné
in order to keep the idea before the public eye. Among the members

of the committees are bishops, chencellors of'the Universities, Judges,

labour leaders and leading personalities ofvthe business wdrld.
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(15)  The position of the project &t therpréséht

time can be described in the following way.
a. The vest Austral;ap Govermment has given 1té approval
to it; but a new factor must be taken into considérationr
insofar as the Commonwealth Government is now endeavouring
to secure the "Wider Powers Bill" which woulc give the
Government power to contrdh the whole reconstruction
~ policy in Australia, for five years mfter the war. Should
this bill be accepted by a National referedﬁm, all schemes
of rehabilitation and immigration into Australia (including
the Kimberley project) would be under the jurisdiction of
the Commonwealth Govermment only,)Y
b, Public opinion is favourably  disposed.
¢. The Commonwealth Government hgs not yet considered it be-
cause of the war situation. The laﬁest méssage on -this
subject is tﬁngeéter from Mr. J. Curtin to me, of October.
28, 1943 (photostat under Noe. 5) which combines therKim-
berley project with "the whole guestion of'immigfaiioh
into Australia." 7 7 ' q
(16) An indication that the Kimberley project is
in line with the Government's ideas on the deﬁéﬁ%ﬁﬁé&i‘of'the;Norfh,
>canbe seen in Mr. John Cprtin's speech: of August 9 1943, made during
the election campaign: t"australia could not discharge its important
role without population. We have to double or treble oﬁr present
seven millions. Even that will not be sufficient because it will be
relatively small in humber to the millions who are so élose 10 US ese
People will hé&e to be encouraged to go into those northern parts

of the Commonweslth where the climate is not too goody"

.
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Conclusion:

In conclusion the Present requirements ol the Freeland

League should be stateé. ‘However difficult it might be t6 start the

colonization process during the war, it seems, however, advisable

to use the present period for a more comprehensive investigation

of the area in view and for careful preparation of the plans and
financial estimates. Needed is:

2, an indication by the Commonwealth Government that
it would be peepared to permit the esthbllshment
in the Kimberley area of a Jewish settlement of ref-
ugees and

b,

the dispatch to the Kimberley ares by the Freeland

League, and at its expence, of an expert commission

for the above mentioned investigation,

ot -

In presenting this project to the Wa.r Refugee Board,- may
I respectfully request its consideration in the light of the terrlble

experiences of the Jewisgh population in Europe, and its inclusion

into the working program of the War Refugee Board- so “that its reali-

Zation might be achieved at the earliest possible moment. The assur-

ance of permasnent homes for the persecuted Jewish people will surely
facilitate the immediate task of saving as many Jewish lives as pos=

slble into the neutral countries of Europe,
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Telephones: From THE ARCHBISHOP OF T'ERTH,
Office - B 3909 THE CHURCH OFFICE,
Private - B 4604 : CATHEDRAL AVENUE,
Tlease address all Correspondence PERTH, W.A.
to GUROL Box D 144

- {
10th dsrch, 1943

Dear Dr Steinbérg,'

T did not reply to your 1eLL8PVOf January 27
peceuse I was -lresdy in correspondence with n good many veople
on the subject and was not in a position to =nswer at that moment.

T sent a lett r to the Prime Hinister on February
27 sfter getting trhe signatures of the Presbrt=rian locderator
Gennral anc¢ the Methodist President Generel. I published this
letter in our own Diocesan paper and it was taken from there

irnto the Miest Australien”

in Pertlh. T inteadsd that 1% shoulad
zet to the Fastsrn press also bubt you will inow whether it has

done so. T encloze a copy for any ure you choose to make of it.

the Anostolic Delezna to 3lgn also but

matter was "quiis outside his rovince as

Anostolic

Dr J. Stelnber-,
3, Beverle; Yall,
Elizabhath Bay
Eliz=zo th ovay,
S DREY
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A. E. MONK
President

Australasian Council of Trade Unions

ARM:MK,

HEAD OFFICE

= " TrADES HALL.

C. A. CROFTS o MELBOURNE. Gth.April,

Secratary

W. Green®, Esq.,

President,

American Federation of Labor,
WASHINGTON. D.C.

Vice-Presidents:

R A. KING, M.L.C., N.S.W.
T W ALSEH, S.AL
Dear Comrade Greene,
Executive Members:
ek MLC. NS This will introduce to you, Dr. I. M. Steinberg, Who
THIC {.5.W. has been in Aust¥alis for the past three years, aeting on behalf
4V STOUT, Vie. of the Jewish Fraternity of England and other countries, in an
P J. CLAREY, M.L.C. Vi effort %o prevail upon our Australian Governmental Authorities to
->$Iiﬁiﬁk§]iAkllr ca permit of the establishment of a Jewish Settlement Colony in the
1M ¢ Omna North West of Australis - known as "The Kimberleys".
. LEGGAT, Q'iand
,;‘gitﬁﬁfnﬁgﬂA" Tas. ) The Australasian Council of Trade Unions has had many
’ : ’ conferences with Dr. Steinberg, and has supported his project
for the transference of refugee Huropean Jews to this settlement.

I might point out that the Kimberleys are situated
approximateiy 2,000 miles from Perth in Vestern Australia, and
lie in the temperate zone which, it is felt would ensure success
of the Colony.

Quite a number of.pecple in Australia fear that the
creation of such a Colony or settlement would mean that eventually
the members of it would migrate to the Australian Capital Cities,
causing, unemployment. However, the 4.C.T.U, has taken all these
matters into consideration =nd decided to support the venture so
ably promulgsted by Dr. Steinberg. S

He 13 visiting Canada, America and then England, and we
wish him every success in his efforts to establish the Colony
suggeated by he and his Committee.

With best wishes,

Yours sincersly,

..
-
.
~‘l
i~
-



a. E. MONK
President,

HEAD OFFICE

TrADEs HaLL.

MELBOURNE, CCTOBrE 24,
€. A. CROFTS
Secretary

PIC/NB.

Vice-Presidents: 1jonorable John Curtin, 1.H.:
AL KING. Mot NoEWL P e £ oerie v,
N WaALsHL mAL A}:’I‘lmt'i yvinister of nustraiis,
Farliament House,
CANBERRA, £.C.T.

Executive Members:

L 8. GARDEN N_oEAWL
Dear Mr, Curtin, .

JE4ISH SETTLE.IINT IN THe KING: kY3,

$. . BARDOLIPH. M. LU, s
. J. HARVEY, Qland

LEGUAT. The writer has been instruet-2 b tie _nccutive
o NBILL. Tas. Committee of the i.C.T.U., to convey to you the ~.C.T.U.'3

approval of the proposed Jewish settlement in the Kimberleys.

TL1S mativel aea FEUc ..V uU tat coiLusb WUsrarladv s s - Reae o F

the A.C.T.U., during the Just two (¢) years, and, approvs! and
support of the A.C.T.U. te the proposed Settlemernt has »pevicusly
peer intimated te the “cnerabie 2.G. venzies, the Honoretis

4.Ja. Fadden, during their pericd es rrime Minister.

Y~urs fraternally,

. F.J. CLAFEY.

ACTING SYCRETARY.

e i T e T Y B Y |
U N U I f



R. A. KIng, Secretary.
1°. 1. Kellv, Assist. Secreiars

Compenﬂnﬂox{ Dept.:

" . W. Ritchis, Officer 1n Charge.

Industrial Arbitration Dept.:
O. Bryant, Ofticer {n Charge.

2KY Radlo Statlon:
R. A. King, Secretary.
H. E. Beaver, Studlo Manager.

Unemployed and Relief Workers'

Department;
W. J. Geraghty, Secretary

Labor Research Bureau-
J. Lindsay,
“Officer In Charge.
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Trade Sall” %
= Goillrr Hreed.

TEL. M 4897

In reply pleass quote

Ref. No. BAK,/GM

M 4698

10th Rovembar, 1541,

br. Steimberg,

Free Land League,

235 0ld South Heed Road,
BONDI.

pear Sir,

1 desire to advise that the sympathy of the
Labor Council of New South Walee with the practicel scheame
fer the Jewish Settiement ¢f refugees from Burope in the
past Kimberley ares, has in no way altered owing to the prece
sricus positicn that Auatrelia finds itself in through the
WAT,

We again reaffirm the principle that the
council adopted In January, 1940, ‘Ne wish you every succete
in your endeavours to establish & haven fcr the victims of

Fascist ferocity that compelled thex to leave their homeland.

Hoping to see the Settlament mn estaklished
faot in the near future,

I ar,

Yours feithfully,

SECRETARY.
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A. INTRODUCTION:

. The following report concerns an area of Nbrﬁhérﬁi
Australia, lying between the latitude of 15° and . 179 south,

" and longitude 128° and 130° east, which has been considered

as a possible locatlon for the settlement of European Refugess.

It was the task of the preliminary investigation to
obtain knowledge, and ascertain the future possibilities, of
the area which up to the present has remained unknown except
to a handful of scattered residents, and a few scientifie in-
vestigators.

The report is submitted by G.F. Melvilile, M.Sc.
(Agriculture) of the University of Western Australia and Dr.
I. Steinberg (Secretary of the Preeland League for Jewish
Territorial Colonisation), both of whom visited the area.

(1) Areas Covered:

The investigation covered the propertles leased from
the Crown by Connor, Doherty and Durack Ltd., consisting of an
area of 10,800 square miles, and including the Cattle Stations
known as Ivanhoe, Argyle, Newry, Auvergne, and Bullita. In
addition the stations of Carlton and Rosewood were also visited.
Ivanhoe and Argyle are situated on the.Ord River in Western -
Australia, while the others lie between the West Australian
border and the Victoria River in the Northern Territory. . The
Western Australian propertles cpmprise about 1,700,000 acres,
while those across the border cover some 5,260,000 acres.

The dlstance 8f 2,000 miles from Perth to Wyndham,
the seaport aof the district, situated at the héad of the Cam=
bridge Gulf, was travelled by asroplane. Fourteen.days were
spent in the area, during which time 750 miles of country-were
traversed by motor car. L .

Sincere thanks are extended to Mr. M. P. Durack, and . -
his son, Mr. K. M, Durack, for enabling the investigators. to. i -
cover a considerable ares in a limited time, and for providing:
generous hospitality. , AR PR

(2) Methods of Investigatlon:

A first consideration of the mission was to obtaln
some information regarding the natural features of the country,
including,such essentials as climate, types of ;oil and vegeta~
tion, the approximate areas of the various soll types and thelr

. suitabfiity for Agriculture, Water Supplies, and the general

topography of the areas.

Secondly, the system of land utilization as it exista
today and the posaible future development of agricultural and
pastoral activitles were constantly before the minds of the’
Investlgators. : S e

A broad ecological survey of the area was made, Soil
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vegetational and topographic features being marked on mapﬂgénd ‘
charts, copies of which are enclosed with Report. Samples of:-

the so0ll were collected for subsequent analysis, and photographs
of the more lmportant characteristlics of the country were taken.,

B. CLIMATE:

The climatic factor is of primary importance, when
considering the establishment of a close settlement scheme;
it is important not only from an agricultural viewpoint, but
also, and more especially, from the aspect of the health and
comfort of the settlers., .

The East Kimberley lies on the north-west of -the
Australia land mass, between the latltude of 10 degrees to.
20 degrees south of the Equator, The climate, as would be
cxpected from the posltion, is tropical savanna, that is
troplecal with rainfall of definite scasonal incidence. There
‘is a distinct wet and an equally dry season. )

Similarly situated areas in other parts of the world
are the Guiana Highlands in North and South Amerilca, the Campos
of Brazil, the Sudan and Veldt of Northern and Southern Africa
respectively, and the Llanos of the Orinoco Valley in Venezusla.

(1) Rainfall:

Monsoonal disturbances from the north-west bring
rain d uring the summer months of November to March. During
this period of 5 months, over 90% of the annual total of rain
is received. It 1s unusual to recelve appreclable falls of
rain in other months of*the year. The following table 1illust~
rates this point, giving the annual monthly recording over a
period of years for Argyle and Wyndham. .

No. - - SR
¥rs, Jon, Feb. Mch. Apr, May June July Aug. Sep. -Oct, Nov. Dec.TOT.;i*

*Wynd.51 743 599 466 85 22 7 15 4 8 46 188 422 2,605"*

Argy.33 632 629 392 73 17 18 18 15 22 82 . 228 488 e &L{L'

o

A most Important factor regarding rainfall is 1ts ro~
liability. In many parts of Australia drought.is & major prob=
lem, seriously limiting the scope for utilisation of the coun=-
try. This 13 not the case in the East Kimberley region; where
the "Variability Factor" of rainfall is 20, From tho -appended
map, supplied by the Commonwealth Metcoroldgical Bureau, 1t may
be seen that the areas with a variability factor: of 20:include
somoe of the most reliable in the whole of Australia. -

(2) Temperature~

Tha inhabitants recognise throe temperature periods
of the year. (a) the cooler, dry season during the nonths.,
April to September.




S

s,

{(b) The hotter months preceding the
rains (October and November) and

{¢) The hot, wet season, ineluding
the months.of December to March.

During the cooler, dry season temperatures are sim=-
1lar to those experienced during a Mediterranean suwmer, Af=-
ternoon maximum temperatures range from 80 degrees to: 90 de-
grees and occasionally higher, but himidity is low, so that the
heat 1is not uncomfortable. The effect on comfort of such temp-
c¢ratures cannot be compared wlth similar readings. in the more
temperate regions. Temperatures of 80 and 90 degrees in the
dry clear atmosphere of the troplcs cause no discomfort to Eur-
opcans, Nlghts in this season are pleasantly cool, for-the dry
alr and clear skles are conducive to rapid radiation from - the
carth.

During the hot, dry period beginning about September,
Octobor, the dally temperatures rise to above 90 degrees and
ofton above 100 degroes, this 1s the most trying period of the
yoear, with high temperatures coupled with periods of high humid-
ity, horalding the approach of the reins,

With the beginning of the rains in November-December,
rclief l1s obtained, the atmosphere 1s cooler and the country
generally is refreshed. The nights, too, are cooler.

Due to lack of meteorological data for the area con-
cernod, it is possible only ta give improssions, substantlated
by fow recorded figures.. The importance of saturation defilcit
{(eveporation in relation to rainfall) has not been overlooked.
In a further report, fuller information rogarding temperature,
rainfall and evaporntion would be given.

(3) Health:
The health of the inhabitants and the incidenco of

particlar discases was closely investigated, and 1t was foun ,?ffa,;i e

that despite the rather primitive methods of 1iving there .-~
wero no serious indigenous diseases and that furthor ‘tho length'
of 1life wons very satisfactory. Men of sixty:and soventy: years
of age, who hod spent the groater part of theilr lives: in the.
country, were still cnjoying good health, and were engaged:in
manual work. Women were found working and rearing children,

and appeared healthy and happy in their environment..

With orgonised settlement, living conditions could
bo moade more congenial than thoy uro at present:- The: provision
of housos especlally designed for tropical climates; refriger-
ators for preserving food during the hot months,; fresh vegotas=
bles and frult, and the amenities of community life-to tho : -
gottlers would ‘reduce to a minimum the existing disubility of.
life 1n tho aroas today.
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It is felt by both tho ilnvestigators, onc o Europoan’

on his first visit to Australia, the other a native of Wostorn

Australia, that given the amenltles of 1lifo neccssary in o tro-
pical country, the settlers will llve in good hsalth and reason=-
able comfort. o :

As is the practivoe in othor,tropical areas, it is
nccessary that during the summer months, labouring work should
bc donc during the cooclor parts of the days Tho practlce gen=-
crally is to work in the fields from 7 a.m. till 11 a.m., thon
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., resting or rending during the intervdning
poeriod.

It would not be difficult to construct a time table
for the scttlers, dividing- thelr working hours Into various
spheres of activity, suilted to the tomporature conditions dur-
ing the day. :

C. NATURAL FEATURES:

The features of particular Importance in such an
1nvest1gationul survey arc thoso of soll, vegotation, climato
~nd topography.

(1) Topography:

The first impression of tho country is that of a per-
fect platcau of 'somo 500 to 600 feot high, dissected and orodod
by tho numorous rivers and watcr channcls to form a lowor stratae
of opon plains. ~a .

The larger of the rivors, such ns the Ord and Vietoria,
togother with their major tributaries, have cut wilde valloys
which appoar now as vost opon plains, From the plains, -tho ro=-
siduals of the platoau stand out as characteristic flat=toppod
hills arising abruptly and forming almost vertlcal escarpments.;

Tho topography is, howover, particularly sulted to

the building of good roads, and no difficultles would be oxpor;,: —':

lenccd in this respect, R A

Tho rivers in thelr lowor reaches hnvo rouchsd”a
state of maturity, meandering across broad valleys, cutting
hero and therc doop gorges or water gaps in the linos of ro=~
sidual hills., Tho utilisation of these gorges for water con-
sorvation for irrigation seoms o disbtinet possibility.  The
rivors run only during the perlod of rain; at othor times they
consist of a soriss of pools, billobongs or "reachoa" of watoer,
meny of which aro pormanont, and afford naturul watoring. facil=
ities for mon and stock.

(2) 8Soils and Vegetation:

To understand the distribution of. tho: soils, it 13
necessary to trace briofly the goological history of the area.
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At n latc stago in tho disscction and oroslon of tho primary:
platoaun whon the river valleys had formed much as: thoy are-toe:~
day, an cxtenslve lava flow appocars to have spread ovor tho
country, partially filling tho broad valleya. Tho oxtonslve
arens of basaltic rocks prosont todny bear witness to-this: up=
heaval. The decomposition of these basaltic flows has produced
arons of dark chestnut soils, known locally as. "black soil", =~
In the arcas unaffected by these flows, the sandstone compris-,r
ing the old plateau have formed a typical sandy. soil.'

The Basalt Solls form a considcrable proportion‘of
the lower strata of country, and are partlcularly feortlle, ea-
poclally when associated with limestono sediments,.,.  In many
cases, particularly on Argyle, the limcstone occurs as horilzg-
ontal layors at varying depths from the surfaoce.

Alonc, the basalt solls form a partlcularly houvy
colloidal clay, which is difficult to cultivate, olther dry or
aftor rain, but associated with the limestone the .combination
produces & pliable crumbly soil of the highest fertility. Of
01l the soils oncountered, the "black" aro tho most fertile,
and would bec ideally suitod for the growth of agricultural
cropss Thc soll is doep, in fact depth of 60-100 foect of soil
have bcon noted in profilos oxposed on river banks.

Thoe natural vogotation of theso solls oconsists almost
entirely of grasses among which Mitchell (Astrobla spp) Flinders
(Isoleima spp) and Couch gross (Cynodesoo) are tho most importe
ant. The tree and shrub growths are vory sparse and except for
isolated bushes of Bankinia spp, Atalya sSpp and Gutia Porcha .in
the dopressions and,an the fringe of tho pluins, are non-oxistent.

Tho goneral 1mpression obtained is that of g huge
whoat fleld, sfrotching aa far as thoeye can soe, .limited only
by the abrupt intervention of a flat- toppod hill.

The abundance of the native grusses domonstratos
very forcibly the sultability of those areas: for tho growing‘
of corcal and pasture crops. .

Tho estimated area of these soils would»be somo one ;,1
and throo quartor mlllion acres. : “

The red alluvial soils fomm a distinct typo occuring
as bolts 1lining the banks of the rivers, Thoy may. be disting-"
uishod from tho formor solils by their bright rod colour, and
their more friable naturo duo to their wsand- fraction. :

Duc to their alluvial origin they are very fertile,
aro easlly cultivated, and, considering the proximity of -water
in the rivor pools, which could be used to. irrigate: .the banks,
it 1is thought that this type of country could well be doveloped
to produce intensive agricultural crops.'!

Tho vogotution on thege red soils:can'bost be doaoribod

R
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a8 savanna woodland, with a groater dovolopmont of troos thﬂnfé;
on the "black" soils,

Tho bost of alluvinl red soils along thd ord Ri\}or'
averagos about one mile in width, comprising in all 50,000

acros. Elsowhere somo 200,000 acres of rod soll oxist.
Eucalypt species, known locally as Coolibah, Blood=
wood, Ironwood, ctc., are intersporscd with a ground covoring

of grussos and form a parkland type of scenory,

Sandy Soils. In areas whoro
is non-cxistent, the solls have formed from the sandstones of
tho original plateau. Thoso soils arc sendy in charactor,
bright red in colour and support an inferior type of vegotation.
The ground covering consists of "Spinifex" (Triecda spp) with
tall apccios of Andropogon, whilst a dense stand of trecs and -
shrubs principally Eucalypts and Acaclos have devolopod.

the volecanic influence

The vegetation, although abundant, forms poorer
stock fcod dnd 1is gonerally regarded by stockmon as unsuit-
oble for fattening stock.

Calcaroous Soils. A soll of particular account ig
that occuring in tho limestone arcas. Thesc soils are light
rcd in colour, friable and produce short grasses which aro
rclished by stock. Tho combinatlon of the limestone and basalst
produces tho most fortilo soil in the arca. An obundance of
this type of country was scon along. tho Behn Rivor on Argyle
Station, and on Rosowooda :

The four solls doscribod form tho 1owor strata or
plains.,

On: the Plateau or upper strate, the soil is shul
conslsting of sand and debrls from the disintograting sand
Stones. Novertholess, tho tablo tops of thoge hills and’ the
surrounding "Broadaways" are covored with vegotation, includ-:;
ing spinifox (Triodia spp) and stunted Eucalypt traes. o il

This poorcr type of grazing would. bo ospecially
suited to goats, mulos and othor hardy animals.,

At tho base of the oscurpmonts, small arocas: of denso
vogetation of Pandanus Eucalypts and Acacias .clustor about pere
manont springs and pools. In such patchos, a small dovolopmont
of o true black peaty soll hns boon formed.  Thoso arens aoppoar
as possible sites for agricultural plots, ospocially suited 0’
tho growing of tropical fruits.

(8) Wator Supplies:

Duo’ to tho rainloss poriod of. 7-8 months of the yoar, A
the question of conservation of wutor is of primo’ 1mportunco.r L

R
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Tho country is naturelly woll watorod. Tho rosidual -

pools in tho rivers and crooks afford wator for stock, and in -
many casos the storage is of an amount suffielont for irriga=-
tion purposcs. Tho Carlton rcach on the Ord Rlver, to tako an
instancoc, consists of a strotch of wator 7 mlles long, some 300
yards widc, of unknown depth” pormanently hold by natural rock
bar, It socoms possiblc that this groet volumo of wator could
bo utilized for tho irrigotion of the rich alluvial flats lin-
ing the banks. A systom of windmllls would provide an effoct=
ivc means of reilsing the water to the banks. -

Fow attompts have boon madec to obtain supplies of
ground wotor, but whore boring has boon trled:amplo supplics
of good woter have boon obtained at shallow dopths. A list
of the bores on tho area is givon, showing the depth to watoer,
and the capacity per hour,

Tho building of oarthen tanks for the storage. of
wator for stock and small arcas of irrigation, appears to be
a dovelopment woll worth consldoration. Tho exlstont watering
facilities consist of wells aond bores or pools, equipped with
o wind driven pumping plant, which delivers tho wator into an
iron or carthen tank, and thonca to a system of drinking troughs.
Irrigation of gardons at thc homostcads 1s by a roticulation
schomo of pipos from the storage tank.

D. PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT:

(1) Introduction:

Taking into thnsidcration all the factors deseribed:
abovo, we are of the opinfon that thore are distinet possibil=~ "
itlos of dovolopment in tho visited areas, of both primary and
gsocondery industrios. The initial dovelopment should-be a gra=-
dual transition from the oxisting pastoral-to a combination of
pastoral and agricultural activitics. Based upon tho products.
of thosc combinod industries, it would be possible to dovolop.: -

systematicnolly a series of manufacturod unitd: in -tho sph@fe;df_db:“‘.

gsecondary Iindustry. :

0f course, the object of tho initial,softloment would':6 -
bo, first of all, to sscure tho necessary'means for sdélf=suppory, - -
which would involve cspeecinlly the rogquiremants of food, housing .
and public works. With the economlec dovelopment of the sottlo~
mont, and tho croation of a surplus of products, probloms of
markoting and tranaport would boe included in its economic policye.

While the oconomy of thls country i1s ot prosent
basod upon pastoral pursults alone, it appoars-to us that
the dovolopmental polliecy of the settloment ¢ould be directod
to a balanced combination of theé pastoral, agriculbtural and
socondary industries, v SO e

Due to the variation in the'natuphi:foqthrqsﬁofEthe;
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' ocountry, cortain aoroas would bo dovclopod to Intonsive agrie --
culturo, whilc others, poorer in charactor, would be - sultable-
only for cxtonsive pastoral work. But it 1s nocossary that
the closcst cooperation should oxist from the boginning bo= -
twoen tho two sphoros of activity for the moaximum advantago .
to thc oconomic deoveclopment of both, Simultanoously, with the : -
upbuilding of the primary industries, tho foundatlons for some
anufacturcs could be laid conforming with the growlng oconomy.

(2} The Pastoral Industry.

The arcas considored are, in their natural state,
woll sulted by roason of the vegetatlion and water supplies to
the grazing of such animals as cattlo, sheop, horses, donkoys,
rmulecs, goats, ete.

It is natural, thercforo, that in theo pionoering :
gstoges of development, -~ and it might be stated hore thaot the
arccs have not as yet evolved from that state - stock wore
grazod on open range of tho most ¢xtensivo type. In many cascs,
the stock still pasture on unfencod arcas, rolying on natural
woters,

A first considoration of tho sottlement should be to
continue developmcnt in this sphero of economic lifo,., This
could be accomplished by:

(z) Defining the grozing arcas of stock
to units capable of rational manago-
ment and, gystematic control by tho
sottlor greup.

(b) Establishment of paddocks to control -
the grazing of stock, and provision
of nocessary water facllitioes.

(c) Expanding the existing possibilities
by including othor types of animals:
such as sheop, goats, mules, etc.

(d) Introduction of bettor methods -ofsan~" -
imal husbandry, particularly in: rospect
to improvement of tho breoding stock,

The lcading 1deas of pastoral work should: bo co=
oporation with both the agricultural and sccondary industries.
The manufacturer could bo supplicd with raw matorlals,-‘such ag
cattlo hides, wool mohsnir, ote., and tho asgriculturalists-with
horscs, mulos, cte., for traction purposes, while in return ag-
ricultural land could beo utllised for the fattoning . of stock,
prior to their boing slaughtered. Such a systom of divislon
of effort in tho production of fat animals for: moeat.purposos,
wheroin tho pastoralist on his pooror country breods the boast
and tho agriculturalist fattons, should prove most economical
to both partios. . .

y




9,

-Having rogard to tho gruzing capacity of tho country
concernod, 1t appears that the arca managed by onc- family uinit
should includo approximately 20,000 acros. On a conscrvative
cstimato thls area of grazing would support 2,500 shecp or 400= -
500 hoad of cattle or horsos, It is advisablo that subdivision
of thc unit into four paddocks, cach supplicd with’ watoring
facilitics, should bo mado.

(8) Agriculturo:

As agriculturc, oxcept in lsolated casos, haos as
yct not boen practlscd in tho Kimberleys, the cstablishmont
of a numbor of contros of agricultural activitiocs would bo
nccesscry to determine the types of crops to bo grown, Duec
to tho scosonal charactor of the rainfall (Novembor-March)
two typos of agriculturc aoppear possible: -

(a) The growing of crops during tho poriod of rain, to be ‘sown
in Novombor and harvosted in April and Moy.

(1) Corecal crops, such as mailze, ricc, millots.

(2) Crops, as poanuts, soya, jute, hemp, cotton, -
flax, and crops of medicinal valuo,

(3) Hay cropa, ma}zo,'millets, sorghums,
Mitcholl greoss, fiocld grass, boans,

(b} Secondly the crops of porennial naturc, and those which -
roquiro to bo grown during the ary season, from April to
Novembor. -Both thesc groups would require irrigation
during tho dry ‘poriod of tho yoar..

(1) Poeronnial Crops: o.g. tropical frults
i (bonanas, pinoapplo, paw-paw, mango, ate.)
# citrus fruilts, sugar cancs

(2) Poronnial pasturos: Iucorne grassos,
(Panicum spp)}, ciovaers,

(3) Soasonal crops grown duriﬁg cdol, dry
months¢ Vegetablos (cabbage, calli= -
flower, boans, splinach, root vogetables,
cucumbors, molon, tomatoes) Cotton, rice
and othor coreal crops and horticultur&l
crops.

Tho development of the Dairyin Pij and Poultrz
raising industries within the agricu ural sphore must o .
nocossity bo associnted with the growing of coreal erops and
porennial pastures under irrigation. Crops such'as lucerne,. .
clovers, grasses, otc., would be most sultable as forming the
basils for tho pastures. GCoroal grains and. offals unfit Ffor
humon consumption would provide a supplemont 0. tho pasturos.
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, : The utilisation of tho othor ereps will be considorod .
o later 1n dcaling with tho sceondary industries and their raw R
products. LT T

It is difficult during the first oxporimontal poriod -
to cstimate the aroa to bo alloted to the family unit, dbut: 1t
sooms possiblo that two nercs of irrigable land undor intonsive -
cultivation (vegotablo, fruits) or twonty acros of peronnial
pasturcs or graln could be managoed by ono famlly,

(4) Decvelopmont of Sccondary Induétry:‘

In ordor to makc cconomic uso of all raw products
of both primary industries and to provide omploymont to the .
scttlors during poriods of inactivity on the land, tho ostabe
lishment of sceondary industries should bo stimulated. Tho
opinion-is hcld that whilec markots for raw matorials aro lime
ited, a greater domand oxists for theso products ;in theilr fin-
ished or manufacturod state. The upbuilding of tho various

manufoeecturcs would procoed in closec associntion with tho grow=
ing of the raw matorials,

The following list of works dppoar posslblec
(a) Tanning of hides for loather.

(b) Manufacture of lcathor goods -
boots, saddlos, bags, otc.

(c) Woodescouring = involving the
removal of natural greasc and
dirt. Wopl groasc for ointments,
cosmotics, cte.

(d) Manufacture of carpets, ote.,
from mohair (angora goats).

(e) Dairy products - buttor, choeso;
driod milk. -

L e
IS S

(f) Pig products - bacon curing,
plg bristles and leathor.

(g) Production of jams, proservos,
driocd and canncd fruilts, -

(h) Dried and canncd vogetables -
vegoteble oxtracts and pickles.

(1) Plour manufacture from maiZo;;
and othor cereals, S

() 01l oxtraction from sqja‘bOﬁﬁS)-;=;. -
~ peanuts, linsood, conater oll, - o
tung oil, otc. L

¥ . )
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(k) Monufacturc of twino, ropoé, mdts,
bags from hoemp and juto fibres.

(1) Sugaor molasses, ote., from sugar canc.

(m) Making of building"matofials, bricks,
glatces, limes, cte. g .

(5) Scttlemont Dcvelopmont :

It 1is understood that boforo tho throc spheres of
cconomic activity as outlined proviously could be fully do~
voloped, the ploncors would have to ombark on a program of
public works, dovotcd to theo laying of the foundations of
settlement, : e

The following arc probably tho objoctives of thé
initial stago of devolopmenta .

(a) Houéing:

Thero arc oxistont in tho aroa natural rosources
suitable for building materianl. Doposits of limostone are
common and could be utilized to make mortar, plastor, ecteo.,
whilc cleay sultablo for the manufacturo of bricks is avail=
able, Quantitlos of stone, chiefly limcstono, sondstongs,
Jasper and basalt could bo roadily quarriod and utilized for
bullding purposcs. Slatos for roofing matorial occur in
quantlty.

Although tho ceuntry is’ not hoavily timborod, thicke
ets of cypross pins, various oucalypt spcclos and others oxist,
and could supply timbor sultable for bullding.

(b) Roads:

The building of roads would not provo difficult, :
for sovoral roasons: Tho topography of the country is open,. -
with fow hills to be passod; therc 1s an abundarce of road= .
matcerial in the form of stone; and in certain aroas espoclally

on thc sandy country, the soll 1tsclf forms good nqugg;sTp9;v rﬁ”<f;;

chlcf obstructions are rivers and croocks,

(c) Foncing:

Tho ostablishmont of paddocks in tho pastoral areas,
nnd to a lessor cxtent in tho agricultural areas;, would roguire.
o systom of foneing beforo stock be introduceds, : ’

0f tho two oxisting types of foncing,(using:timbor'
or motel posts) it would bo moro economical to uso tho metal
post, as timber in theso aroas is subject to dotorioration by
tormitos, o T
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(@) Irrigation: o SR

A complicatod systom of Irrigation, involving the
doming of rivers and cstnblishmont of roticulation channols
is contomplatod in the lator stagoes of dovolopmont but for
tho beginning 1t would bo profcrable to develop small schomes
of pumping watcr by windinills, cithor from wells, bores, or.
river pools to storagc tanks, and then reticulntod by gravita=-
tion. About twelvo windmills pumping units alroady exist on
the arcas concernod. . - '

(0) Central Powor:

Tho hugc volume of water which flows annually down
the rivers could be converted into slecetric power, From o
contral station electric powor could bo distributed for drive
ing pumping units, rofrigerators, light, ctec. . :

(6) Scientific Roscarch:

In tho proceding paoragraphs an analysis has boen
modo of tho industries, both primary and socondary, which
appear as possibilitles for dovelopment within the sottlemont.

These rocommendations must bo confirmed by scientific rosoarch
work. '

In such a settlement plan, oconomic progrosg, with-
out a scientific basis, would be impossible. . :

- Tho ostablishmont of coentres of scicntific inquiry - .
asgociated with both_Brimary and socondary industrios should
procecd concurrontly with tho other sphoros of public work.

. In the initial stagos, soll, vegotational and topo=
graphical surveys would bo of first importanco, followod by- g
tho ostablishmont of spocial oxperimont farms, whore priobloms. - -
of erop chd animal husbandry, plant dlsocasos, inseoct pests, ..
cte., would be investigated, : RS

'Tho oxperimental farm should form the nuclous of - -

the village or collective unit of sottloment, rondering sopr~
vices to tho sottlers in tho form of advico-on crops and. -
stock probloms, dlstributing podigreod stock dnd .plant-seeds

and glving genoral advice to farmors and rastoralists in rogard .
to thoir problemg. | e

In tho industrial sphore, too, devolopmont will of
nocessity procood by way of the channels defiied by sclontific work .,

(7) Transport and Markoting:

At prosent, tho transport facilities ma¥y be describoed
as poor, inangy caso inadequate for a system of ‘close sottlemonts,

Wyndham, tho port of tho district, and only 50 milos

L
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distant from Ivanhoc homcstoad,offers a good harbor and at presont ships: -
of 10,000 tons cnll into tho town. Tho scrvicce is bi-weokly, butb
with furthor inccntive, no doubt tho scrvico would bo. improved
to copc with increcascd tradec. Another outlot with distinet
possibilitics is the Victoria Rivor, which is navigeble by small
boats 300-400 tons, as far as the Vietorla River Dopot.

No construction of roads has beon done, except for-
the laying of stonc crossings in some of the creoks and rivors,
As mentioned prcviously, howover, tho building of good roads
would not be difficult. Furthoer, it is considered that tho do-
velopment of road transport would be morc ceconomical than con-
templating a line of railways, which would prcsent far moro
difficultics oend involve far groator oxponsgos. -

The developnont of asrial transport in the form of
the Flying Doctor scheme, and the Porth-Darwin, Daly Watcrs
Scrvice has done much to bring tho arce in closcr touch with
othor parts of Australin and the othor countries of the worldd,
It 18 not too much to forcsce tho furthcr developmont of rapid.
trensport of light goods and passengers by aerial scrvico,

With tho croation of o surplus, above roquiremonts
of the scottloment, of products both primary and manufnctured,
the problem of markoting is introduced.

Teking into account the oxtcnsive imports into Westorn
Austrolia, therc appcar to be distinetive possibilitios that
potontial markcts, cspocially for mamfactuwed goods, oxist in tho
southorn populated arcas of the Statp, and that a profitablo trado ho-
twoen the North and South could be dowlopod to the benoflt of both.

Tho proximlty of>déhsoly populated countries to the
north and tho dovelopment of Darwin as an alrport and dcfonce
station, both offer possible markets.

It is further folt that by improving the quality of -
the oxports, particularly in rogard to the beef industry, tho
arca could participate favorably in tho overseas markebtsy '

(8) Organisation: ) L ,_;

R S

To accomplish tho idcas suggostod, it is hecoééafy 
from the outsot that organizod administration in the form-of o

control body be cstablished. The function of such a body would boy - .-

21) To associate tho various spheres of industry. -

2) To control and diroct tho activitios of the individual
sottlors.

(3) Todiroect tho economic policy gonorally ofth:settlomont.

The' success of tho community will depond ag much on :

the organising ability and foresight of this body ag: on tho
ondoavours and good heart of the settlors.

v

R I A e B I R
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FREELAND
TERRITORIALIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA FOR JEWISH COLONIZATION

1819 BROADWAY, Suite 701
NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

Plezcse Teply to:. .
. 444 Centrel Parx VWest
erch 21 1244 New Vork City, K. Y.

rr. Tenry “orgenthau, [Jun,
ecretery o1 the T¢ easnry,
remsury Puilding,
ashingtosn, D.C.

<
Dear Mr. Morgenthau,

It is my first pleasant cuty on my
return home to New Vork to express to you my sincere
thanke for the gympathetic sttention you have given to
my cange during’ our conversation last Tuesday in.Washing-
ton. Tt is most gratifying to know that this cause -
ot & Jewish planneg,colonization in the North-¥West of
fuetralia’ ~ might 'some time become reality, in our time.:
T left yo»i~ room with & feeling of encoursgement and: re- -
membering particularly your father's historie achievement  °
in connection with snother great humsnitarianiproject: o '
migration end resettlement of hundreds of thousends: ' of
unhappy people. - ST e

As arranged, I am gending 'a.mem
@m on our scheme to the War Refugee Roard at hand o
J.W. Pehle, and I hope that you will see your. way
meet Mr., John Curtin) Prime Minister of :Australia, end
mention to him our ‘problem. The voice of the:United S
on the grest sufferings of Jewry-.in Burope Willy no-doubt; 7%
be listened t» by Australia. - i S R o

S
£Mr.

Thanking you again,
1 am,.
Very sincerely yours, .

INS/as ) _v PR DI'n Io N.steinberg

+




Mareh 7, 19uu

Dear Dr. Steinberg: o
This is to acknowledge reeeipteot .
your letter of Mareh 5, 19ul,
If you will eall my office upon
your arrival in Washington I shall be glad
,to‘arrange an appointment for you. |

Very truly yours,

0

(B1amod)JofhoPolle

J. W. Pehle - =
Acting Executive Director -

Dr. 1. N. Steinbefg, Al
unl Central Park West,
New York Oity, New York.

JWPimgt 3/7/u4




DR. I. N. STEINBERG , b
444 Central Perk West
Hew Vork City, N.V,
Merch 5 1944.

¥r, .7, Y. Peble

Acting Gxecutiwve Director
Sxecitive NDIfice of the Presicent
vler Nefugee TMoard

“iashington, D.C.

De&r Lr. Pehle,

Vou will recall that on February 8
yo1 wrote me about lir. Arthur Hays Sulzberger's
letter to the Secretary oi the Treasury and your
rezciness to discuss with me the Kimberley scheme _
for & Jewigh’settlement in  the North-Viest of Austra-
lis, I wrote you in reply thet I woule fet in touch
with ¥ou as soon ss I knew when T conlc next come to
wsshington, as T too am most anxious 1o tell you ot
the plan.

T sh2ll be in “ashington curing the
days or March 13-15 anc T woulc be grateriul i1 you
coulc let me know .hen @ering that week it woulc be
convenient > yom o seée me.

Hoping to hear from you,

N I am,

Sincerely yours,

INS/as
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FREELAND

o Y

TERRITORIALIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA FOR JEWISH COLONIZATION
1819 BROADWAY, Suite 701 T
NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

Pleaise 7% fo: - -
Wbl Central 'Park West
New York City, N.Y.
February 12 19hk.

Mr. J. W. Pehle

Acting “xecutive Director
Executive Office of the President
War Refugee Board

Washington, D.C.

Desr Mr. Pehle,

I just received your letter of ¥ebrusry 8 and 1
am very glad indsed that I shall have the oppomtunity to discuss -
with you the plans of the Freeland Leagne. I feel happy that
the President has created an agency where the vital problems of
the dispossessed peoples of~Europe can be framkly and effectively

dealt with. )

I whall try to get to Washington as soon asjb’so-i
sible and I sholl permit myself to inform you of the date inm
good time. ) £ :

] : Sincerely youts,:

Dr. I.N. Steinbers




CheHetr Bork Times

Cimes Square

ARTHUR HAYS SULZBERGER
PUBLISHER

February 11, 1944

Dear mr. Pshle:

Tharnks for your
letter of February 8th, I hops
you will be as well impressed by

Dr. Steinberg and his story as I
was,

. Faithfully yours,

¥r. J. W, Pehle

Exec. Dir., War Refugee Board
Executive Offilce of the President
Washlngton, D.c, - ;T

avae . L oaE o

L



February 8, 1944

Ky dear Nr. Sulaberger:

Your letier of February 2, 19445 7
addressed to Sscratary Horgenthau, with regard
to Dr. I. 3%einverg hes been referred to me.

. This la to advise you that 1 am:
writing chis day to Or. Stolaberg aeilng
his %o confer with me the next time He is
in #ashiagton. .

Nery truly yours,

(Sla-ei)a.w.ﬁapls

- Jo W. Pehle .
Acting Zxecutive Dirootor,

Mr. Arthur Hays Bulgberger,
Publisher, The New York Times,
Timoa Square,

New York, New York.

M . JWPehleilhh 2/8/44 . - e



February 8, 1944,

Dear Dr. Steinberg:

Mr. Arthur Hays Sulzberger,
publisher of The New York Times, recently .
wrote to the Seoretary of the Treasury
concerning your work in connection with
the Free Land Leasgus. -

The next time you are coming to
Washington I would like %o discuss your work
- wlth you. I suggest you call my offige for
an appointment when you are planning to come.

e . Very truly yours,

(E}gﬁcﬂ)k'am
J. W. Pehle: .~ -
Acting Exsoutlve Director.

Pr, I. Steinberg,
444 Central Park Westg

New York, New York.,

 2/8/44




The ety Bork Tintes
- Times Siare

ARTHUR HAYS SULZBERGER

FuBLISHER - - February 2, 1944
Dear Henry:

You will recall) that you telephoned.me the other
day about the President's Var Refugee Board and I think you
wlll agree that we took care of the matter. Now I am coming
back at you, saying the same thing to you as you sald to me,
namely, that I haven't bothered you on many occasions either.
I have no hesltancy in dolng this, however, because I speak
for others than myself, and I know that was the way you felt
when you called me, )

i Some months ago, Dr. I. Steinberg came to see me. He

: had just arrived from Australia to which country he had gone
four years before under the auspices of the Free Land League,
of London, of which Sir Robert Waley Cohen 1s Chairmen, As I
understand lt, the Free Land League was organized for the pur-
pose of trylng to find places in the world to which refugees
of Jewlsh falth could go in order %o escape some of the diffi-
culties of 1life In Central Europe. Dr, Steilnberg, as I sald,
wes In Australla for four years, and met with considerable
success in his preliminary investigations - both sclentific
and political =~ which were all directed to the purpose of ess,
tablishing a colony,gor Jews on hon~political lines. The ares -
selected and the defalls of how far his investlgations have
taken him I should llke to leave for him to tell you himself.

I have had several conversations with Dr, Steinberg. I
am lmpressed wlth hls integrity and his outlook, and have no
hesitancy in saying that even in your busy schedule & few: . .. )
minutes set aslde for him wouldessist the general problem to -
which the President has now directed you. Sl

Dre. Steinberg is anxious, also, to see Mr. Hull and, if " =
posslble, the Presldent, and I wonder if,; affer you.have .
talked with him and have found your reactlions to that conver-
sation as favorable as mine have been, you would facilitate
such meetingas. He has elready met persons like Myron Taylor
and Isalah Bowmen, and In case you want to check-with them
before making a definlte appointment with Dr, Steinberg that
is always possible. He is living at 444 Central Park West,
New York, and my suggestion is that you communicate directly
with him, o -

With all good wishes, I am,

7 Faithfuil&vyoufs,
Hon,., Henry Morgenthau, Jr, Qx***’*ﬁ-———-

Seoretary of the Treasury T
Washington, D.C.
L S

-



