


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

TO Miss Hodel March 14, 1944 

FROM R. B. Parke 

~ubject: Recipien~s in Switz/rland of fu~ds remitted by relief organizations 
for reliif and evacuation operations in enemw and enemw-occupied 
territory. 

In accordance with your request there are listed below the names and 
addresses of individuals to whom remittances are made by,relief organizations in 
this country for relief and evacuation operations in enero.y and enemw-occupied 
territory: . 

Dr. A. Freudenberg, 

Rene Berthelet, 

Address 

41 Avenue de Champel,Geneva, 
Switzerland. · 

14 Waserstrasse, Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

Organization Represented 

American Committee for 
Christian Refugees, Inc. 

~ternational Rescue and 
Relief Committee. 

Noel Field, '- ,_ 12 Rue du Vieux College, 
····Geneva, Switzerland, 

Unitarian Service Committee. 

Saly :Mayer, 

Dr. Riegner, , 

Isaac Sternbuch, 

Dr. B. Tchlenov 
and/or Dr. L •. Hersh, 

St. Gallen, Switzerland. J.D.C. 

Geneva, Switzerland •. · Vlorld Jewish Congress. 

St. Gallen, Switzerland. Union of Orthodox Rabbis. 

International Red Cross, Gmeva Jewish Labof Coin.'irl.ttee 
Professor at the Universi;ty ···- · · ·.· 
of Geneva. · - -

In addition to the foregoing, the Intern~tional.Red Cross, Geneva, 
Switz~land, was the recipient of the sum of $100,000 from the JDC for the purchase 
of food and other suppli~ for distribution in Rumania, Croatia, Hungary and· 
Czechoslovalda. The Greek Legation, Bern, Switzerland;, \Vas ayo the recipient .. 
of a relat:i._vely small runount, 20,000 t1\v:i,_ss fr_51nc:3Jor the re:LJ._e_!'__E_f ~Cl_rE3ek~pationals >~
held as hostages in Northern Italy. The International Red Cross, Geneva, Switzer
land, vms also the pa;yee designc>.ted in a license issti~d to the International 
Rescue and Relief Conunittee per1nitting it to remit $7,500 monthly for a period of 
six months for the relief of Spanish refugees_in camps .inSouth Frli.hceo · · 

r~_-·o_-./-_ 
~-

R. B.. Parke . 

/ 



Merch 141 1944 

1 R. B. Parke 

Subjeot1 Recipio:mta in 81'dt.aerland of tunda remitted by relief orgtmize.Uonll 
for relief nnd evacuation operations in Glllll\f Md e~cupif.ld 
territoey. 

In accordam.:e wi t.h your ruqueBt tMn EWe liat.ed below the names and 
addrcsess of individuals to whom remittances lll''G made by .-.uet organizaUone in 
tlti.s country for relief and evacuation opGrmt1ono in enern.v and tll'Ulii\V"''OCUpied 
territory I 

Rene Bortoolot, 

Saly l~or, 

Dr. Riesner, 

laMe Sternbuoh, 

D:r. D. Tohlet¥N 
and/or Dr. L. Harsh, 

41 Avenue do Chrunpol1Clcnevt~, .Allleriean Coomitt.eo to't' 
~tz~rland. Christian Refuseea, Inc. 

14 Waserstr&ase1 Zurich, 
SwitzcrlEmd. 

~- ~· l~ ilu.e du Vieux Collogs1 
Gonova, lhliherland, 

jt. Gallon, lr.uituerl~d. 

Geneva, llwiberland. 

$t. Gallen, Svd.t11erland. 

Intemntional Re80Ue a!'ld 
Rollot Ootlnitto••. 

Unitarlan Service Collmlttee. 

World .Jenioh Col'l8l'Gsa, 

Cn:l.on of Orl.hodox.. llabbio. 

Internntionallled Oroo~ Oon_crc, J!J)1iah Labor Com;.11t.teo 
Profe&$0J' at the Uni.Vcreity' · · 
ot Geneva. 

In t11ddition to th9 toresoial81 the lntomational Red Cl'()as; Oenava; 
;;wuzorland, was the rooip:Lent ot the mw of t\100;000 tl'Om the JDO tor the ptli'Obase 
of food and other wppliea for distribution :l.n Rumruiia.; CronUn.t J!ungnrr and 
Ozooooalovalda. The Greek Legation, tlorn.; Jfd.tsorland, uas also the recipient 
ot a :relatively BJ'J.lnll t>JiiOunt, 201 000--S\'d.s& trnnc!J tor the reli-e£--of-Ol'tlu~~natiol\!lla ·· 
held ao host:>gou in Nort.llem :ttal.y. Tho ~ternational Red Cross, OenliVt\1 SWit.tcr-. 
land, wao filao th!) puyoe deaienated ln a lio11nso iaeucd. to the lntmmtional 
Re.acue a.nd Relief Colllllli,ttee p(lrmitt1ng it to remit fr1~500 lll0nthl7 tor a period ot 
e1x monthiJ. for the tt~Uef ot >:l}ll'lrii«<h l"'f'l.lgcos in CWJlll& in &uth Fr&ncf~ 
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FOR DEPARTMENT Al"D FEA·. 

REfErEncE DEpartmEnt's 

SubcommittEE on REliEf concurs w.ith your ·Pl:'O!)osE:d· · 

handling of:;_the .. thrEE applicatiQr1S f()r:~~iJ)IIltfit of.··:>-i" .. -:i 
clot,ing to SwitzE~land fer distrib~ti6rl':t;~- r~rug_~E_S-!lS .• 

.- _·; .. •·_ ··:-:,;,o_-

-·- _-·,.-

SE t forth in your airgrern undEr r~fEhhcE. , .Kt· (;;h~/t{illt: ···---- · 

svfss GovErnmEnt prEfErrEd.-tha,t g0ods?h-~{rld;_:l1?!l~;;c·;···:··_ ;·> 

PEat not, bE consignEd to savE thE .ChildrEniiit[rnl:\tit}r).a:t 
··· I _ _ _- •_ •. ___ · ___ · ____ -_---••. Lz">'.•.'·};{:•,_''-''L <>·'--

Union. EWD assumEs, from yOur S:irgfa,nL tha:t'--d~~l~~q:~lit;y•-

Of now consigning goods in -this way. will bE 

Swiss; prior. to sh~pmEnt. 

.'-~ 
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· KiM. BerDateln 
SteWa.rt ·' 
Leiser. 
irledlllan' 
Mlss Hod,el 
Pollak 
B'tind1 
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PARAPnRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

TO: SecretRry of Stete, Washin~ton 

DATLJ: February 19, 1944 

VUMBE:R: 1035 
;>( 

Reference is made herein to my 823, Februa~y 10. 

It is reported by Riegner~that he has arranged for 

./ 
l ~illion French frsncs'to be turned over to W.J.C. repre-

rentetive in FrRnce. Because of ]-;is Jewis fsith, the Sup-

Dlier of ~rFnce Nho iP a Swiss citi?en v:as compelled to 

return to Sl<~itzerland in November 1942. Until that time, 

ee hec resided in Frence. T~is person had considereble 

l·'e9l th in Frence which '";: s recogni?ed by the Swiss clearing 

office Re his nroperty, according to d.ocuments presented to 

Riegner. SvJise francs 1.85 per hundred French f ranee l'las 

the rete at 1•·hich Riegner purchased francs, 

HA,.-qF(I SON 

-----'-- .-----

DECLASSIFIED . 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 -. 

By a. H.l'arka Date$ER j' 2 1972 



ccf Chauncey (for Sec'y) 
Paul 
Gaston 
Whl_te 
Pehle 
Luxford 
~is 
E.M. Bernstein 
Stewart 
Lesser 
Friedman· 
Miss Hodel 
Pollak 
Bundy 

~- i>. 



FROM: 

TO: 

DATEDz 

NUMBER: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

AMEHICAN LEGATION,' BERN 

SECRE!ARY oF STATE, WASHINGTON 

FEBRUARY 16, 1944 

95'2 
-'( 

From Vaidie'ror the attention of Valensi: 

We refer herein to the message transmitted in the 

Legation's 841, February 10. 

The question of obtaining regular monthly transfers 

·of loo,ooo Swiss francs' for need& of our refugees here has 

been taken up by me with the Swiss_~uthorities. The Swiss 

are Willing to consider purchase of pounds/ sterling against 

.Swiss francs through intermediary of ·Bank 1of F.ngland and 

Swiss" National Bank,, 'b1lt· they decline to take blocked dollars1 
against Swiss francs in Switzerland. 

It would be appreciated by me if I could be informed 

whether there is a possibility of monthly transfers ot do].lars 

into pounds at Bank of England for the above stated purpose.• 

Additional resources will soon be needed fol'"<our requirements 

here and advances by American and British Legations lllU&t be 

reimbursed from the present million francs credit. 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11,72 

By R. H. Pru:ks Date..5£Jl..1 2 1
972 
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Februar-.r 14, 1944 

MEI&ORANDUM 

Switzerland 

Attached hereto are miscellaneous documents which were found 
/ ' 

in a file marked "SWitzerland" in the Visa Division, i'tate Department • 

• -fr_. ~ 

'- _k.. '· 

Attachments. 



January 19, 1944 

M8tnorsndum of Converset1on Between !~iss Ferriera 
s.nd ~t:r. Ribble 

'3ubject: Increased number of refugees in 
Switzerland. 

I talked with 1"1ss J?erreirl'l 1 Internntional Immigration 
"erv1 ~o, 1 ?? '7'p, at 'l'wenty-second Street 1 He,., Yo:rk 

1 
Ne1-1 York, 

•·r1tl, r~>sneot to oond1t1ons in SNitzerland .. She emnhasized 
t"''~ r . .,ot th:'lt there '<ms a great strain. on the Swiss Government 
"nr' neoplfl ty reason of the number of refugees who have 
be on rece1 'Ter'l thel'e. She asked that the United States 
~tvA nnv es~iqtance it could with respect to (1) removal 
nf th~s~ peopl• after the wnr, and (2) present relief 1n 
the fo~m of admission of aoods throu~h the blockade. 
'3he ~>me ,qlso nnx1ouA to',l{no•:, whether-it 1a uoes1ble for 1 
vl~ae tn be la~ued no~ to ·be used when a method of egress 
111 nve1li>t·le. 

I easured her tha.t the Uni tad States Oovf!rnment was 
most fll:'P!'EI01R.tive Of the tremendOUS o·eervioe that is .. , 
being T'enclered by Sw1tzerlan<'i and 1e anxious to help in 
every vmy possible. It ls not possible to gunrnntee 
visas no"1 to be issued nt an indetermin~te futut'e dAte 
~~hen it may be possible to lenva Switzerland •. I .suggested 
thl'lt nereone interested 1n llmerloan visas t·muld·~·do ·~iell 
to assemble material in support of tbeir appi1ostions, to 
be used as soon !HI a method of depar•tu:ra from S\'Jl t:r.erland 
PT'SSPnta itself. · 

I aest~ed her that sympothetio consideration would be 
~1ven to any re4ueat to allow mora supplies to puss 
through the blockade in Ol'dar to provide for_the. inol!ea:sed 
number of refugees. 

VD 1 RU I fo'OORi bble 1 FOC 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJEC'f: 

PI\RTICH'AN'l'f:l: l~r. Gilpatrick, EH 
Mr. Kuppinger, SD 

COPIES TO: Mr. Brandt 

Date: Nov. 12, 1943 

l inquired of M:r. Bonbright in Eu as to the background 
of the attached telegrams from Bern, 669? October 26 and 
6584 October 20 and ,..as referred by him to Mr. Gilpatrick. 

Mr. Gilpatrick informed me that about a month ago a 
request had been received from the Consulate at Algie.re 
that a.r:rqngement~ be made under '"hioh the French authori
ties might th,nefer funds from thle country to the American 
Minister Rt Bern to be used in assisting French refugees 
and escaped prieonere of •·•ar in S"ritzerland. The Depart-
ment refusad to sanction the transfer of funds to 
M. Deleusee, "'ho appears to be the )lead of a French relief 
organlzatl,on ln 8•.ritzerland. I •·•as informed further that 
some difficulties had been encountered :l.n obtaining 
s •• ,ifJe france, but that the Treasury had no!,, euggeat;ad to 
the French delegation that a request be inibmitt;ed for the 
use of the special s ... •1es franc faclli t1e!!_ln connectio.n 
with these transfers. · · · · 

Hr. Gilpatrick said that this matter hadoeen cleared· 
through Eu, FD and BSD. He added that the Army authori
ties in Nox:th Africa had expressed an interest ln having 
these funds go forward on a regular basis for intelligence 
reasons. 

The 
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'l'he situation described above •fOUld seem to 1nd1cnte 
that the Swies are willing that funds be sent in for use 
by relief organizations in the interest of refugees in 
Switzerland. It ie of particular interest in connection 
•dth the request recently submitted by the Yugoslav 
Embassy that authorization be granted to American friends 
Of Yugoslavia to transfer immediately tlO. 000 to s.~1 tzet''
land for Yugoslav refugee relief. 

SD:Ji;DKuppinger!HH 
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PLAIN 

BERN 

Dated March 29, 1943 

Rec 1 d 2:59a.m. 30th 

S2CHE'l'ARY OF STATE, 

Washine;ton. 

Sv;iss decree ;:arch 12, 1943 (effective Varch 20) 

resulates status of refu~:ees. Arrival since August 1, 

1942 internee by decision of J:<'ederal .:folice in accordance 

with Article VII decree of October 17, 1939 (Legation's 

des~atch 1112, October 24, 1939), 

Able bodiec refu.,.ees Vlith certain exceptions 

lodf:'eC in camps or dwellings under supervision and 

requ_ired to do work of national usefullness. Tnose 

unable to work m'aJr_be- accommodated private homes with 

aid of charity or in hotels, apartments of boarding 

houses if can tons approve. 

fJ-e_inful employment not iJermi tted except under 

exceptione_l c ircumstance10. 

~:1rmey and sec uri ties held in Swi tzerfand 'or received 

from abroad must be deposited with trustees designated 

by federal police authorities for use primarily to 

defray debts, upkeep and provide fund for eventual 

emigration. 



-2- #1997, March 29, f'rom Bern 

eroi(:"r~tion, JeYTelry and other physical assets 

Play be disposed of' by authorities for such i"J.rpose, 

Any 1-oli tical ac ti vi ty and conduct incompatible 

with Swiss neutrality prohibited, 

I-IARRISON 



DEPAR'l'HENT OF STATE 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

Date: Dec. 13, 1943 

3UBJEC'l': 

PAR'l'ICIPANTS: Nr. Fox, President's '~~'ar Relief Control Board 
~-- M1 • Kuppinger, SO ---------------

COPIES TO: Mr. Brandt 

Several daya~'-_&go, ·in the course of a conversation with 
Mr. fox, he informea·~e that United Czechoslovak Relief 
had requested the Board's permission to transfer to 
Switzerland for the benefit of Czechoslovak refugees 
there $7,000 a month for a. three months 1 _period. Mr. 
Fox said that the B6ard had approved this request on 
;;he condition that such funds would be used for the 
purchase of clothing only with the concurrence or the 
::hriaa author1 ties. 

SDIEDKupt:,1nger :HH 
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MEMORAJITDUM COl'TCERNTNG THE P Oss rBiL·i-TY-:: OF ·_ EM-i~kA,~tdi~~:~:_--~-
F'ROM SWITZERLAND TO TF..E UNITED STATES 

It would be of utmost· value ·to relief' organizations·

working in the refugee emigration field in. Switzerland. to receive 

some clarification from official American sources concerning the 

status o1~ refu~ees at preser.t in Switzerland for whom U.S. Immigra-. 

tion v'isa Applications have been filed in Washington since the 

beginnin;s of 1942 with regard to their eventual emigration to the 

United States, The need for such authoritative information grows 

daily ~ore urcent as the possibility of the opening up of a prac

tical exit route from Sv1i tzerland increases. Positive action in 

this respect by the Visa Division of' the Department of State 

the limits of the existing u.s. ll1L'Yiigration Laws, the aim formu-

lated by the Anglo-American Refugee Conference at Bermuda to 

assist neutral countries which had granted asylum to large numbers 

of refuc·ees. In this l'espect it should be emphasized that t;here 

are at present so~.,_20,000 foreign refugees in Svlitzerland, ex-

elusive or military internees, and their number is increasing 

almost daily. 

Between June and November of' 1942 many refugees, who 

are at present in Switzerland, received notification through 

American Consulates that advisory approval ·on· their vi~;~a applica-

tions had been received from Washington. Many of these refugees 

were unable to leave France or Switzerland for the United States 

due, on the one hand, to the withdrawal of' exit visas from France 

for all foreiGn Non-Aryans on July 21st. 1942, and, on the other 

hand, to the occupation of the foi'mer "Zone_ Libre 11 in France in 

early Nov.ember of the same year which cut of-f tbe transit rout~ 

between Switzerland, Spain and Portugal. What will be the status_ 

of these persons with regard to receiving u.s. visas should it 

become~ p;actically possible for them to ·get out of Switzerland 
t' ? Since advisory approvals are n_ -~ . ' ·. . .. within the n(:}xt fe:V mon ~s . - . -· . . .-. . ·••-· - . ~-;;~·•;;,;:4;,;,,;;~_:3"1';;~,~;,__,.:,:;.._,.,-~.. ,,,:;~.,..;.,"0;0•e•:'".;".,,;~:;L...,.&ti~;.,~~"'~.i.-~.;.p. .• m~i.Z;i~~:;_-t:c:fr~-4:<i;~~f · 
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principle only valid for six mont~s 

is or paramount importance bot:ll to these emtgrants as 

the relief organizations which hope to assist them that some 

information as to the procedure which will be adopted by the 

Department or State in Washington be obtained. Several questions 

arise. ,/hat, ~~or instance, Vlill be the extent Of the examination Or" 
ree;:a;~Jina tion of ti1e applications and what time lapse is liable to 

be involved before such advisory approval can be renewed or given for 

t;he first time to persons in Switzerland? What sort and degree of 
11

C:onfirr.1a tion or reaffir'lla tion" of their sponsorship will be requirec 

of the prospective inuni.~ran t 1 s orL;inal sponsors if, for example, 

initial advisory approval dates bax_l{: to July 1942? Will the applica-

tion as a whole be reexamined by the various boards or will the 

simple brlnn;in'_" 
to date of the financial,proof of property, etc, 

docu::wnts suffice? ,iill t:1e ;'a~ that J.mriy refugee ------------------

zerland have had relatives, both cl •se and distant, deported since 

July 1942 prefullice the zrantins of an immi7ration visa to the re

maininc member or members of the f·aniily? ;iill. the Visa Division 

autornaticlly begin examination of the applications of persons at 

l)resen t in Switzerland wh.::: had not yet received advisory appr.oval up 

to november 1942, a..t, which time the examination of such applications 

vms suspended since refugees no longer had any p~actical possibility 

of leavin.z the country? .i.loes the Visa Division in Washington know 

which applicants are now in Switzerland, since many of them may have 

been in Prance when their application was originally filed? Should 

such cases be drawn to the Visa Division's .a.tten·tfon by the u.s. 
Consulate 1eneral in Zurich? 

It is understood that emigPants are regularly able to 

receive U.S. visas lf they are in Spain, Portue;al or North Africa 

and leave for A.lJlerica, Can it thel'efore be assumed that the procedur( 

of ;:;ranting visas inaugurated shortly after the United States entry 

into the w.ar will still be followed and will not undergo any radical 

changes? 

,· 

,r,,__, .. 
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·mere is now a rapidly 

nnder 16 years of' age in Switzerland-who have :fled here 

:Selc.iurn and Holland since the summer of 1942 in order to avoid depor-· 

tation. I.:ore continue to arrive almost daily. To cite an immediate· 

exa:11ple, be tween the 9th and 18th. of September 1943 close to 500 

s'J.c'' refu~ee children c!"ossed illec>:ally into Swi tzerlartd in the 

·':-cne va area alone. At least 35~C cif ·them are v1i thout parents, the 

12-V:er hevin~ been deported. Should en exit route from Switzerland 

;);;en u•~ v;ill the 5000 e:·1er;',enc:r visas or any part thereof granted 

':r' t'1e t'ni tee States to such European children durinc the summer of 

l-J;2 -oe availa-Jlc for -__ :_se b- t~ese child-ren? 

Geneva, Sept. 1943 



-~--

A PROORAM FOR EUROPEAN CillLDREN 

A fe.-1 thousand of Europe 1 s hungry children are finding sanctuary in 

Switzerland. Additional thousands living in the lands in occupation can be 

saved wit:~ tile help of the United States and Great Britain. 

ArpeGdix A attached tells the story of what is happening to the 

c[,iliren of the nations wbo are America:• s~ allies, demonstrates that conditions 

iL :<.urooe tc:lay are comparable to thQse which characterized the continent at 

the close of :Torld iYar I. 

-.;oncerned people everywhere have sought a program to relieve distress 

of iru.ocent victims under methods of control which would insure the safety 

of supplies from donor to recipient. 

Switzerland, proponent of an active neutrality, has shown the way. 

~'he Swiss have been opening their homes, sharing family rations with children 

from rrance and Belgiun1. Alread;;_'~(;-0.0::, children have enjoyed three month 

'wlidays. Only 10% of the Belgian and French children who have come have 

had to have their living provided by the relief organization sponsoring .theJll, ., 
the .3>'Iiss Joint Relief Committee for Child Victims of War. In this· latter 

grov.p of childre'n are many who have needed special protective care to restore 

tr,em to health. This Swiss plan is described in detail in Appehaix• B· attaQhed• 

Switzerland noYI offers to expand this service, to bring 100,000 

children, not only fran Belgium and France but from Holland, Poland and Greece 

and other occupied countries. It can do this if the United States and Great 

Britain will help. Food and clothing will be needed. It is lij{ely thf~t an 

additional boat should be put 1.mder charter to ca;rry necessary· supplies. 
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The .foo•i a!1d clothing can be protected· in tr!!l'lsit, since goods 

coEsigned to Switzerlan<l have continued to clear without interference since 

t:-1e cctbreal: .:Jf t.he Y>ar. For their greater protection, s'uch consignments 

".i,_).:. be aiire~sed to ciH? International Red CrosSe, which is already receiving 

large ship:nents for prisoners--of-war. This would be the r.10re reasonable, 

sir.ce the service for children is under the direct supervision of the Swiss 

~u"ti :.;ross ar:c' ti1e ArneriC'an Friends Service Conrrnittee would be cooperating 

.uistJibit:lor, in _;.-;.:.tzerl~J.nd nnder the joint supervision of either the 

lnternatior,al or 3wiss !i.ed Cross and the American J''riends Service Col!IDlittee 

Yivt.lu mcessi tate the establislTEent of warehouses for distribution under. 

JiJnerican supervision ir, the various communities in which the children are 

housed. 

Famine is a bad advisor. It breaks young bodies, ·leaves in its wake 

the corrosive bitterness of the human spirit. S'witzerland1.shospitality 

offers respite fron; famine, proof to the t:_ar_d-~r~ssed peoples of El.trope 

tl":at. their friends care--care enough to save this gen~ratioil of -the young 

for leadership in a post-war Yiorld. 

#fill 

··American l"rimds Service Committee 
20 South 'l.'welfth Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

May 15, l9h2 



APPE:NDIX B 

SViiTZERLANDlS HOSPITALITY 

Switzerland has always played an important part in European child relief 
work. After the first world war 150,000 undernourishedchildren from Germany, 
Austria an:i Hungary were received in Sl'litzerlarid where they were fed..· and cared 
for. 

. . - -

At present the need for child relief in Europe is mu~h greater than it 
W2.S at that time. Large pe.rts of Europe are suffering from acute fainine' and 
the health of milJions of children is seriously endangered. Yet these· ch:i;ldren 
belong to the generation who will be called upon to play an essential part in· 
the rebuilding of Europe. · 

Switzerland stands ready to help and is prepared to r~ceive and feed' 
children who otherwise might be doomed to starvation. 

A promising start has been made through the efforts- of the Swiss Joint 
Relief Committee for the Child Victims of \'far, a Swiss organizatiqn, for;ning 
siuce January lst, 1942, a brru1ch of the SWiss Red Cross. 

'!lith the approval and cooperation of the Swiss J:'ederal Authorities this 
organization has brought approximately seven thousand children into Switzerland 
from occupied and unocoun;i.ed France, and Belgium for three month vacations. · 

The neediest children ar€ selected. In France they are chosen by Swiss . 
representativ6s of the Committee, in Belgium by the Belgian Red Cross. They 
are victims of war, refugees, or with fathers who .have .been prispner or Jd,lled. 
in the war, or whose homes have been destroyed. ,Boys~ rang!? iJ:.i age fr()m 5~;to~-~ 
12 years, girls from 5 to 13 years. · · ·. · · · ·. · · ... · 

Ninety percent of the young visitors have beenp;J..acedwii;.fl'cS;wiss f~{:i.it>~ 
who have volunteered to receive a child free of chargei . 'i'!3l:J.~per9ezii;. of, thE) 
children, representing those whose health has been~niost .ie.iiously'\ll1de~nimld.; . 
have been lodged in nurseries. In these ca.'ses the Jo~iht, Re],-ief' Conmi:l.t:te~ has 
been responsible for the expense. · · 

SUPPLIES .AND FUNDS AtlE lOOIDED 

D1 viev1 of the increasing need among the children o.t' Eur<>pe:, the' swiss 
government has approved in principle plans for the. extension of. this program · 
to 100,000 children. This would permit young p_eople from Belg:bun,. Frmice, 
Holland, Greece and other occupied 'cow1tries to benef:i:t by these holidays. 

. . .. ·. - .--- -. ··-".-· .. · . -- -

Such a large-scale· ser~ice can, however, be :carriedo~t only witli the.·· 
cooperation .of the British, American and allied govel'n!llents associated with 
them. Supplies of food and clothing in Switzerland are 1:\.inited. _.· Permissiops .. .· 
and funds to import food ru1d clothing for the youri:gvisitots. will be. necessary• · · 
@overnment. and private funds will also be. needed to. pay for essential,services. 
An additional .boat to car1•y supplies would undoubtedly b!3 .required •• Imports 
will, of c0urse, be in direct relation to the number: of. children ·drawn i?td 
Swi tzer~and. 
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'.:':w -'-'.1cri ;:;.:m Frien,is Service Commit tee, with a staff of experienced 
.;;:ceri·~ao; rslief wor},ers, has been inirited to participate in this progran~o 
l'·NJ r;-.e.-:~..::1~~ ,_._!: ti1e ..-..-.12.~~er r~lief staff in unoccupied France hav·e already 
Gc-..:~1 rcl:;a~2i to work in ..)witzerlanq. Add:~tional staff members frcrn, the 
"·rc;n:::h service :::a.o be r:.a-.le available if this program of child care can be 
:evclrrped. :L'1e :O.viss gover:illtent and officers of. the Swiss Joint Relief 

..:om•1ittee for ..;i;ild Victims of War have already indicated the importance 
:.h:_cL the~~ atta-::::t to .supervisiotJ. of the entire ~rogrrun by .lUnerican and 
.:_riti~il re_:;;·c;;-.-~r~L::-~tives. 

:'l.:JclSaJ;cis of underno,Jri3hed children in the countries under German 
occupatbn ca:1 be saved. (:th•3r thousands can be rostored to health througH 
•-h8 l;oa: italit:: :f SwitzerlaJ.d an:.i the cooperation of the governments 
·:: :nlcerne i ••;_:__ th t~1e r:.:al p~~ace :)f 2urope. 

- ,_., 
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'If 1.e co-p"1 
Officia.1. :~. TEILGR1~?J SENT 

LC 
This telegram must 'Je 
~)2raphrased before beine; 
COI:lli'UllJ.cnted to anyone 
oti,er than a GovernmentE.l 
cc Cc~cy. (BR) 

/ 
.... !~.:U~ICj_l-T L;;a.l·.TIO~-I, 

BERN 

459 
-1' 

February 

7 p.m. 

Reference De~J;Jr·:~::JGnt 1s 251 concerning War Ref'ugee 

Boc.rd. Please forward report r~quested in such cable 

to De~x:rtmont earliest ·. ossible date. 

.- ~- ~-
STEJ.'TINIUS 

"·,cting 



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Secretary of State, 

"'ashington. 

823, February 10, 2 p.m. 
~ 

From: Bernv 

Dated: February 10, 1944 

With reference to the purchase from persons now in 

s,-ritzerland of French francs hidden in France Riegner 

reports he has several immediate possibilities (Legation's 

no. 619, January 30, par. 3). Involved in one such trans.

action are French francs totalling one million at the foll01-T-

ing rate: for every one hundred French france 1.85 Swiss 

francs, Riegner ,1,1,rgen-tly reque eta that he be advised 

whether such transactions properly come within scope of 

A(l) of license Y-2115. 

WRB:MCC:KG 
2/22/44. 

HARRISON 



DATED: 

NUMBER: 

~·.·~ . • 
PARAPHRASE OF T~:LEGRAM REOEIVIID 

A,merican'Legation, Bern 

Secretary of State, Washington· 

February 10, 1944 

825 
X 

You are referred to parMraph 3 Qf the Legation's tela-·- . ~ 

grrun of January 20, No. 619. It is now reported by Riegnel'~ 

that he has several immediate possibilities of purchasing 

French tranoa'hid4en in France from persona who are now re

siding in Switzerland~ One proposed transaction in.olves the 

purchase, at rate of l.EIC> Swiss trance per 100 French francs, 

ot one million li'renoh frunQs. Riegner requests Ul'gent con- · 

firmation that suol{p~ohases come within authorization A(ll 

ot license Y•2ll6. 

HARRISON 

·-..,._ ... 

(C. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept: Letter, 1-11-72 · .. · 

By R. H• Parks ])ate....SU..J 2 '.19lf. 
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~ 
Copies to: 

Mr. Pehle 
Mr. White 
Mr. LUXford 
Mr. DuBois 
Mr. Fox 
Mr. Schmidt 
.ll:l.ss 1fode1 
Mr. 0 1Flaherty 
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FROM: 

'l'O: 
-~.-,-~-:~·--~- ~ 

-. ~- • -· ·--. · ·. :.L,-~r)~:;~~rr/~~:~~--~5-:,;~f Jff~_h :--(~}j_~;;_:y~~~~~:E1l~-)-it/~: · 
Januar;y_ ia, l9~~ .. ,:,t,:.<;. :tb:r.'i ·~;;I~I~f·iY~~·~·~;-• 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 175 
. . .·_ J?f:>"?:~(, · ... · · c!t; ~ f:</t~ ir;;"~!-::;;,;';~{iiA;~.;-J,;_ .. · 

. :_ • ._ __ :.-.· .. ·· · .. -.·. \~\_··J,_,.· __ ·· .. •.·· .. ·.· ... ·.-,._,_· .. ·:·.· .. :·.· ... ·.,· ·'··· .;· ........ · ... · .. -_, .. . 
. ~ . .. - ."·· •·'~'L C){}•'di\6J•ii: 

··r~r:,::~~?./(~'~tMl~-~-a~-~e~t~mr~ ....... ·; . "l " · 
oo ents ;tyo~r ~eie~ani ot. De~_i'.l!lbei.~i,'_].g1~~ 

. . · .c c• ;'-''"·ih·:•:,. :•c·;,~'h\{K;3:' ('!;'{ 

The 

no. 2 
has been discussed w.ttb:OBS by Tl'8asU.ry and'• 

" -_ .. ;~. - :-- t-:/-.:.-- ~fJ~-,;:: J .;~,.=::-~::v·-~---: ~~{~:~) ~ -. {=--- ~s~·~---:~ .. --.,_~-~--vi-~ . 
Department and they approve the s~l,e 1p :fi~e EJjnb'.Q. ~1 . 

;. ' • ; . .' , ·<. 'Ji i-"'"'~'_-(,c-i._\(:; ·'<;_~_:''\'}Y{:O}'•:'i 
oss of Swiss franos" in an amount not to exoe8:d ioO;ooo · 
Swiss franca per month f~r .~' p~~lo~ '"bt ~.sf~,~~ri~~~}· 1~uo~~ 

- > ., ; .;,{-"· 

Swiss francs to be used in Switzerland to,z.· bdne 
refugees and rel1et purposes. · . . 

{: should strongly emphasize to t.ha·apprqpi-1ate 
. - ·-., - :;~;: ~~ : : :-' . : :' 

Frenoh otf1o1als and to the OSS reprQsent~fiy'@ t.ha,t 
~ I) ~ .- _· ~~ . --:: _· -~, ~- ~,~·--:·-.:-<··,- -- -- ;·. \': :-.-. ,: .- : <~=· -.: -: our agreemen1f.·l'n~th1s oonneot1on •ml.tst· b~ kept ex~~melJ' · 

~ont1aent1",'- alld ahai\iu>t );; ~~,•' '~ a'~*~ .. ~~~,~·i;t . ·· . · 
:c~~.- ar'a inf~nned ~~~~~~th:-~e~it~~;~,b~ ~;~~:1~1-~·1~.• · ' .·· ... 
approving 

agreement 

nnuonauu •• wb1oh>~• M•• #~#~~~~~~~t:l~k! .. 
• State Dept. ~tier, l'li,n. · 

~~7. ~;·~~Daie~fJ?...J {1~7g 
·----·--' , __ ,.: . 
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... z-

granted. In this case,. our approval is predicated 

entirely on its strategic importance to OSS operations 

and therefore its secrecy must be maintained-rigidly. 

It is requestect tll.a~ as soon as possible you OOIJIIIlent 

"~>11th respect to the present French s,.,iss tranc"'position, 

especially concerning any information which may<bs 

available to you as to their present requirements for 

refugee and relief' purposes and their future ·estimated 

requirements eo far as can be pred1otE!d •. 'l'lB question 

of whether to discuss the matter with the French at 

this time is left to your discretion• 

HULL. 

The foregoing me as~e :repeated to Bel'n as t}le Depart;.. ... 

ment 1 s telegram of JanuarY lB, 1944, no~ lBJ.;. · 

- - ... 
. ·- .... 
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DRAFT 
YNiO:em 
1-24-44 

Lr. :_straw 

. .. 
j 

Fri.:.r to the war Swiss C.[;Tjculture supplj ed approximately 75 r:ercent 

of the cocmtr~· 1 ~ f~reme!'ts; 25 perceEt nac to be imported. Imports 

from the UnHec:' ::Otc.tes cor>sisted chiefly of 
/' 

wlceat 
sugar a!'d sugar starches 
fresh and dry fruit 
rice 
ani!!'al cetsinbs 
lBTd ..PI~ 
canr.ec ~s- (asparagus, fruit, meat and 

fish) 
/ 

Since tte o':t.treak of t.he w2r in l>rope, ·swiss agr::.cultural oroduction 

/ 
~:a~ b':oer inte~si fied on t!1e tas" s n · tte =:r:: so-called ,,ahlen Plan, The 

ultimate zoal of this rro;;ram is complete self-sufficiency. 

golf~ave been 

It isreported 
':_ t>_ 

tlcat m"ni_ci['al 0<1rl<s, athletic· :fields_,and 
converted 

into wheat f:ields, potato patches.J and ve6·etable gardens.~ The food situa-

tion, in so far 2s JllX basic food tn:.es a ·e concerned is ·not a serious 

prot-J em. 'ioww;er, there. is 2 shortage of those items. of food which con-

tribute to tbe enjo;,'llient 0f life but which are not &bsoJ,utely ir:_dispensable. 

~__;!,_:piil ~-mports of xz certain important commodities in 10.39 and 

comp&rative figures (value only) for 1941 andl942 are given below: 

Total Swiss l[!12Q£~S in 19'39 1941 1942 

Cereals arccl legumes 
Fruits and vegetables 
Groceries, etc. 
Animal products,edible 
Food specialties, etc. 
Fertilizers 
Seeds, rlfmts, etc. 
Cotton 
Wool 
Tobacco 

, et l'ieight 
in metric 
tons 
1,144,710 

349,174 
267,958 

45,611 
4,722 

196 J '712 
265,1_30 
47,997 
17,000-

C:,3d4 

Value 
(in Swiss franca) 

178,82_3,961 
103,561,362 
94,185,035 
58,253,7?0 
4,450,141 

13,060,689 
41,552,427 
31,3'].3,086 
37,654,991 
18,812,870 

(In o'wiss francs) 

261,797,775 
103,450,466 
85,910,258 
76,208,951 
12,8'77,916 
8,199,843 
84,292,979 

24,237,763 

319,949,101 
107,099,733 

'138,947,261 
63,981,858 
17,958,538 
10,314,557 
71,'951,223 

24,963,737 



Certo.in U.S, &ports to Switzerland 

1:m. 
._.uantity Value 121& 

~uantity Value 

A:-im&l Products, &lible 

':!e<Of, CC.I1Led lb. 13,500 ,, 
5,950 . 3,375 ;;; 1,594 ,, 

1'or:gues, frest., froL;en, C!' cured lb. 165,626 31,160 44,847 6,843 0ausa.E;e casings lb. 1,219,077 173,347 460,729 63,949 cleo- oil lb. 239,260 24,658 76,081 6,573 Cleo stock lb. <:!17,152 85,300 56,762 4,.351 larc:, jncludin,:; neutral lard lb. 651,500 67,883 935,661 68,84? Salril.on, cc.r1r!ecl llc, 72,840 10,638. .39,360 6,184 Sardines, canned lb. ,216,2,20 20,7.2.2 19,12,2 l,f.SO 
Tota.ls: 3,495,205 .,,419,669 1,6.35,940 $159,1521 

.Anintc.l Products, Inedible 

r_;pper leather (except lining 
and patent): 

Cattle, side upper 
Calf and ldp 
Sheep and lamb 
Goat and kid 
Cther upper leather 
Po.tent upper leather 
Li.ning leather 
Sole leather 

Totals: 

J.:alt 
Euckwheat 
•'•heat 

Totals: 

killed rice, broken rice, 
rice screenj_ngs, rice 
flour and meal 

sq. ft. 311,661 
sq~ ft. 39,078 -~~D. 

ft. 57.3,322 .. §q. 

sq. ft. 141,300 
sq. ft. 57,396 
sq. ft. 1,28,2,21 

1,280,988 

Vegetable Food Products 

bu, 4,853 
bu. 16,130 
bu. :l:l,<~m 

54,956 

lb. 3,088,216 

;;; 48,978 ili 42,161 
90,266 .360,485 112,708 
9,.306 9,570 2,679 

168,979 1,428,722 365;046 
l9,09S 
29,021 5.3, 738 13,490 
11,056 237,691 .34,729 
2.2,008 28o,o;n 101,727 

\1.361,636 2,.370,243 ;p6.30,;3?9 

and Be:veFages· ...... ' 

~ 6,(ns 59,382 
,, 

76,4S2 ll 
16,130 
20 a st. .2t.S,268 Ltos,:at. 

,, 42,532 667,650 ~ 485,016 

~i 160,933 1,?85,472 $ 62,312 
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1939 1940 
·,;uanti ty Value ~uantity Value 

~-ricd anc:i evapor2.ted fruits: 
i~·rled fruits for salad lb. 243;928 ~ '20,679 26,288 ~ 2,193 

I- ears lb. 190,159 15,073 126,136 6,639 

-~aisins lb. 2,503,041 121,029 551,468 23,442 
.Lt:p1es lt. 490,738 36,452 88,100 6,830 
Apricots lb. 1,205,606 132,948 269,377 29,300 

Feaches lb. 95,622 8,296 11,214 1,039 

Frunes lb. 2,309,569 122,992 299,124 15,972 

~c.uneci peaches lb. 297,641 19,265 48,510 3,018 

C.,cnpeO pine2.'9ples lb. l,f.:2f'r,220 122,672 222,4.7'1 2'],809 

Totals: 8,770,894 606,407 1,715,6'?4 \';> 116,242 

Cottonseed oil, ref:i.ned lb. 1,023,175 ,, 99,649 3,199,566 .;? 271,566 

;:~of fee, ere en lb. 406,682 .;,. 57,348 417,049 ;j; 44,642 

ousar, refineO lb. 15,456,000 '? 538,478 8,859,000 \;; 239,834 

'Je;cet<.:.t1e Products, Inedible 
:;_ 0. 

Leaf tobacco: 
Bright flue-cured lb. 624.,977 ~ 268,046 640,313 ~? 138,768 
Burley lb. 60,461 15,363 135,656 31,655 
l<ark-fired Len tuck:{ c.nd 

Tennessee lb. 3,614,482 665,738 4,889,501 893,395 
Dark Vir~s'inia lb. 193,961 47,530 309,191 91,064 
l..aryla.nd and Ghio export lb. 2,f.82,'J71 8!.6,6']8 1,']21,']08 61;2,66.2 

Totals: 6,976,452 (;1,843,355 7,766,369 ~~1,768,547 

/'--

Cigarettes L. 38,113 :;;; 93,087 23,336 
,, 

57,395 ':i' 

Textile Fibers and ];ianufacturers 

Haw cotton, except linters lb. 15,986,129 ~1,622~604 5,358,558 ~~ 614,876 

"ield and garden seeds lb. 149,215 ~; 21,984 75,141 ~~ 11,3o6 





Drie4 and evaporatj3d i'J'Ilitst 
Dried frui te tor EiAlad 
Pears 
llaiaina 
Apple a 
Apncots 
l'eUhea 
Pnmes 
(l,aml.ed peaohes· 
Canned pineapples 

Cottonseed otl, refined 

Coffee, green 

Sugar, refined 

Leaf· tobaQCCU 
Bright flue ... cured 
B~ley 
Dsrk.,;.fired Kentucky and 
·teime~:~see 

D&rk Virginia 
Maeyland and · Ohl.o export 

Cigarettes 

. - .. . 
. .. ~ . 

Fielcl and gaiiden ae~~ 

Jp. 
DW:em. 
1-:25~44 

. ·-.. -__ -. -~ 

s, ?'lo,894~ . . l-'4~13iilir 'i~71~jB91i~ · · e 11toj~~:. ;": 
::.-~:··/~><·;c-}?; .:-~;::(: 

-·- --,. . -·.;.c -· 

: .. :::_ ~¥:;:~: t~~~~-;x~: 
e S3s•A7$ a,~59,ooo ;:t:~~£~;?H~~: 

-: ·:j ~-;);_-~t~--~~-(:·.;~ ~ ,· -· 

:- ~-: -~ -~~ :·,-:-/_~- ~. -~·-.:-:_· --
. -- . : __ .'--.~~":>=~:-. ,-- . -- ' 

i~: 6~::n .. ';.)!~~:m.- .• ; ti~z~~· ~~~;f<~!;!:· .;:~ 
lb~ :h614j462 · ·.· '6;,~;ris. 4· e89 501 · m·:39s···< 
i~:. a;!~:~~·"~. ·· · ~:;·;:fr:;:~za~:.:t·,n:Ut~\Y< 

6~9161452 .. /ti~~:.3ss '1~76(,¥~6~ . ,,i~i6fii~~Y1it~~: 
:·.:.:;...:--~ - ->~;--.. ,·-~, .-- . ·.- .-,;::;~--· 

: ' . ~ . -,0,} _-. :·-;; . \ ·. -. .; ·:_.:·.~\~-

: ~a~~l3:} ;j;,,,j,t')M/ #~gj~· t <~j1•39"f ·c' 
-<:-/ .c".-.·;·o :·.<::<:_-c.- ·,:'."l;"·.- •. --~;.c .. -: 

- ;-;~_::· '>.:] 
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l.b',l!S;9~~k,.·•·' .• ~;~~6oA:.5~)~8~_.$,~ ··.~,-~;i~l4~ai' ; . 
- , :.~- ~- :c· __ -·_.· ,· .••. <--:~.< 

149~~1s · $ 21.9s4· , 7,,m •f Oi.i.,06 r lb. 
-- .-, 

. .·. ~ 


