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My dear Hr. Secfetary:

At the request of Secretary Morgénthau, I ,
en asking you to transmit the attached cable from
him to ¥r. Hoffmen, the chlief Tremsury representative
in Horth Africa. SR :

There are attached for'your infopmation & cable
of November 2 (2048) from Mr. Stettinilus end Mpr, Mor~
genthau dealing with this matter and & reply of Novem=

‘ber 20 (2035) from our Consul General in Algiers,

Mr. Wiley. The action teken on November 2 was reported

by the State Department to the President who hed ve-

quested in June of this year thet he be kept informed

of developments in this matter. o o
Knowing of your sympaethetic intersst in these

matlers, you may wish to cable your representative

in Algiers and request further information.

Very truly yours .

DEC-6198

va
fBignad) Rendolph Pand

Aeting Secretary of the Trégéuh§{ ,: ;

Attachments. e T e T e

VThe Honorable

The Secoretary of Stabef

-




From Secretary Morgenthau to Hoffmsn. In a telegram
from Stettinius and Morgentheu to lMurphy and you of Novem= -
ber 2, Fo. 2048, we pregented the position of this Government
with respecet to the fines levies imposed on the Jewish =
Comaunity in Tunisia and waP damage in general. Ve requested -
that this position be presented to the appropriate French - -~
authorities unless Murphy or you perceived some objection,
We further stated that it should be made clear to the French
authorities at this time that it is clearly recognized by us-
that the declsions are for the French to make and that our
views should be merely presented to them for their consideration,

In a cable from Wiley of Hovember 20, No. 2085, it was:
indicated that the prompt presentation of this Government's -
position on this watter to the French authorities for their
consideration and decision was deemed inadvisable in view of
local political considerations. : '

Despite the strong interest which the Treasury has shown
in this matter as evidenced in our cebles, I have not regeived
eny information from’you concerning developments since the
dispatch of cable 2048. In your BOC 1718 of November 2L you
refer to our 2048 but merely indicate that the French have -

been asked to set aside for the present final deeision with - 7

views as to whether the French should be asked to alfer r.
policy on the general gquestion of wap demages -in view o L
ceble. Snider, who left Algiers on November 26, had no’ ins
formetion on this matter. , B T SRR o

respect ‘to Jekish Community fines and leviews, snd reques oﬁp;;%;;g;vfgf;gﬁf

You are hereby requested to furnish to me 6i§ééi1y_a’fuii
detailed report concerning all developments in this matter S
since the dispatech of our 2048. You should cover the following
points: oo

(1) Did you discuss cable 2048 with Murphy or Wiley
and make clear our concern regarding this metter.




(2) Explain fully if known to you the reasons that - ..

-~ it was. decided that local conditions would not even permit =~ - - =
the presentation (repeat presentation) of this Government's
view to the French authorities and whether you were in agree=
ment with such decision snd reasons. In this conneetion it -
was our understending that the Frerch authorities had requested .
and were awaiting our recomsendation and advice on this question
and we had stressed the urgency of the matter in our cables

(3) Wny no response to cable 2048 of Noveuber 2 was
made before November 20. o :

4 prompt reply is requested.

W JEDuB‘gigf:recr - 12/6/4 ﬁﬁﬁ pr 7 Vs WC&,,
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PALLPHRASE OF TELLGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: hnerican Consulate General érAlgie?s
T0:  Seeretary of State -—@éshington :
DATib:  Hovember 20, 1943

NUMBiR: 2035

Reference is mnde herewith to paragraphs five
and six of the telegram dated November 2, 1943, -
no. 2048, , '

gour reference cable to the French at once seems
inadvisable in view of local politicalAconsideratiegs.,
ileanwhile have your London any further word on position
of the British. No instructions have been received by
the British®here and we have heard nothing from the

The presentation of the program contained in

Embessy at London.

The foregoiﬁg messgge has been répeaféé_téﬁlpﬁdon;j',:,'
for the information of our Embassy_thexef~ T

/s/ WILEY -

. DECwLsi.
8tate Dept, Letter, 1-ca-i2

By R. H. Pal‘rké Date_'sg.p_l 2 197?




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

,-Secretary of State, Washlngtan,:

T0: ,Amemean Coasul Algiers (Alg
DATED: Hovember 2, 1943, dnight
NUMBER: 2048

SPETTINIUS/ARD g@a@ iy S ,ﬁ'@g@g
THE ATTENTION OF MURPHY "AND .HOE o

We refer herewith to BOG Airgram 129 dsted October 11,'
and your telegrams.of September 20 ana Septgmber 1, 1948, ..

Nos. 1621 and 15613 respeetmely.

S Beta;led eansxﬁeratwn has: ’begnj 21 ot
ralsed in the airgrem and ‘telegrams referred 6 above an& wa
have deeidaﬁ upon the. },lomng goaitiens

The. Iy o]
relevant tc warpe t ita use_a the
jue of

&éyenﬂ& upon 'the' Beg

T2, Withr
d emish Community. inv

being exsmined by- the , ]
to the Comite, as we understond i

(a). The Jewish Cmmnunity would R
and ‘the funds weuld be distributed by the Jewish: Gommun by -to
individusl members and the debt. to the banks would be forms
-acknowledged : by the ';Goz;mnmity but _the;
‘Thesg ~loens; would, be of inaefmi .
Punibien Tressupry -and all cha

gaié aut -of -the Tunisian Treesury. Amount « Sk
gufficient to repay bank loans ‘made prevlously and to raxmburse

fully the members of the Community who mortgaged or scl& property

REGRADED
UNCL,{ DxE‘U“u) '
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and advanced funds to meet levies end fines. @nly aftsr the
facts concerning fines and levies in other areas of eolonial

and metropolltan France hdve been ascertained would the ultimate

decision be mede on the question of whether loans are to be con-

sidered as the final obligation of the govermment or to be repaid

by the Comaunity, and if so under whai condltlans and terms.r o

(b) The second course of action waul& be to have
the French authorities assume the responslbllity‘ln the first
instance, i.e., to make the funds availaeblé in the form of &
gift by the authorities, rathep than by a loan which would allow. -
the authorities to leave the ultimate decls1on to be determlned
at a later date. :

(ce The third eourse of action is to take action
as provided in (a) or (b) ebove and slse to make funds aveilable
up to a fixed emount to all persons in Tunis for repair of pro-
perty demtroyed or éamaged as & result of warfare.

3. The proposal as set forth in (b) and (c) w1th
responsibility being assumed in the first instance by French
authorities, subject to the following modification which is
an additional point, is fevored by this Government, Any other
person or group of persons who were subjected to similar trogte
ment or inJury of a @iscriminatory nature should be entitled to
relief also upon submitting proof of such diseriminatory injury
or treatment. For example, similar discrimination would seem
to be proved if the Nazis seized or requisitioned property from

a personzor group of persons solely for the resson_ oikranp,nv I
politieal views of such & person or group of persens. ~ = .

4, The following are the reasons for the 9031tion
taken by this Government: , e s i

<z

(a) Total relief will be 1ack1ng unless fun&s
are now made available as gifts since the recipients will mnot
have the same freedom in respeect to use of such funds in.
sbsence of knowledge that repayment will not be expected, nor
payment of any 1nterest or carrying charge.
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(b) Hestitution for the Jews is essential from S
the standpoint of psychological warfare to show to the world
tiat the guarantees of the United Netions in the Atlantie Charter ,
against racial discrimination means what they s_a{', and that the -
Allies are fighting the methods of Hitler as well as Hitler himself. =
The modification eumbodying an sdditional point is
to provide a2 means for not disturbing the delicate Arab-Jewish
relationship. B ,

‘The strength of the argument contained in 2(a);
as reported by you, is recognized by us, but we have econcluded
that the considerstions set forth in 4(e) and (b) overweigh
this argument, -

S. VWe request that unless you perceive some objection,
the position of this Governument be presented to the appropriate
French authorities. It should be made clear to the authorities
at this time that it is clearly recognized by us that the de- -
cisions are for the French to meke and merely present our views
to them for their consideratiom. . '

6. TYou are-informed that we are repeating this to 7

London with the request that the British be strongly urged to
take a similar position and to do so without delay because of
the urgency of the matter. e - T

' The Embassy in London has been informed to keep you'
informed direetly in the matter. - R

STRETINTUS _




