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Dear Mr. Katski: :

I think you will be interested in the
enclosed photostatic coples of several newspaper
articles which appeared following Mr. H:(raéhmann!e -
press conference upon his recent return to 'ther '

United States.

Very tritly “yours,

4} 4. B Peh13

!ii
Lo

J. W. Pehle
Exeoutive Director

M. Herbert Kataki,
United States Enbassy,
Ankara, Turkey.
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Yy dear Mr. Ambassador:

I think you will be interested in the
enclosed photostatic coples of several Vnewapaper
articles which appeared following Mr. Hirs:;hmann'a
press canference upon his recent return to the United
States,

Very truly yours,

7, Be POBLO
. W. Pehle
~ Executive Director

The Honorable
Laurence A. Steinhardt,
The American Ambagsador,
Ankara, Turkey.

Faolosurag.

P4~ RBHutchisenshd 10-20~44
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Dear Ira:

1 am aending you herewith the third

supplement for "War Refugee Hoard - Projects and
Documents™, )

includad with the materisl is a set of
instructions indicating the order in which the new
material is to be inserted and which of the old
material is to be delsted.

Sincersly, . '

Hr. Ira Hirechmann,
} Special Representative of
the %War Refugee Board,
United States Embasay,
-Ankara, "l'u\rkoy. :

Py

snclosures,

W “%ﬂutchisonﬁa& 8-.5“%( —
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Mes mu

Dear Mr, Katskit

I am sending you herewith the third.
supplemant for "War Refugee Board - Projecte and
Documenta®, : -

Included with the materianl 18 a set of
instructions indicating the order in which the
nev material is to be inserted and which of the
old material is to be deleted,

" Very truly yours,
{89gned} §. ¥. Pohiie

e T J, ¥, Pehle -
e Exeoutive Director

Mr. Herbert Katakt, -- - - e
c/o United States Embassey, P
~ Ankara, Turkey.

T

r,
o

Enclosures.




Dear Mr. Kataki:

I am sending you harewith the second
supplement for "War Refugee Board - Projects and
Dosumente®, ~ :

Included with the material is a set of
inetruotions indicating the order in vhich the new
material 18 to be inserted and which of the old
materisl is o be delsted. ’

Vory truly yours,
- - THtemed) J, ¥, Pebld

J. V., Pehle
T Exeautive-Diractor-

“Mr, Herbert Katgkt, - S ’“ :
ofo United States Embassy, :
Ankara, Turkey.

Enclosures,
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ives of Thousands.

Hundreds of thousands of“p

er from Turkey these - people are

ping raurderéd, thousands of men,
women and children are hiding in cels
lars and caves, in woods and swamps,
waithg for only one thing—the chance
tn cross that border and escape tle
murderers who are hunting them down,
But this Turkish border is closed -to
the helpless and desperate: people,
whose oﬁ}y chance for life lieggn get
ting} across the frontier, GySranties
thal; these people will not bec g pere
. Jent residents have heelf] given.
Pethnission to enter.the gates' of Tut-
key is still lacking. This cannot—it
must not—continue, .

We appeal to the government of
Turkey to change ‘this policy  immedis

E:nklshrgovemment _Acrosg the bor-

-‘alely. 'We call on the Turkish'people

to join all other humsnitarian nations
by de’mandlng that their government
heed the dictates of humanity and de-

_cency. Turkey can do these things,

Opeéning her tronuera to refugees from
murder, she can’ provide for their

aaféty by establishing temporary emer-
“igency retuges shelters for as many

people .as ‘possible; by giving “$ransit
pefpita to all who wish t {
thrffugh that country to other:

of f#fuge JOHAN J. sumrsN

-Chairman; {tee."to

'l'urkey’s Opportumty to -Save:
Te 'ms Em‘mR OF ‘THE M '

Wews: can be saved by actlon of the

Save the Jewlsh People of Europe
New York, June 28,
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Dear Herbvert:

Mr, Leavitt asked that the following information be forwurded
%o you purguant to your requeat $o Mr. Noel Avonpricl $o furnigh you
the names indieated to him by Mr, Heuberger’ or Jewish ead’arritlll' in
Yugoslavia. s

The following two persons are reported to bé in h;nbl

Dr., Robert Gluckstahl;

Kiseicky, vho until a few -onths sgo vas 9%ill hudun‘
Jewish community matters through an o!ﬂeo at
Tronkova 9.

Dr, Bukic Piade i- xeported to Yo in Belgrade.
Hr. Aronovicl states Shn Dr., Lav Singer and Oto Btohm-, tho

latter being a cousin.of Mr, Neubsrger, are both relfable ponono who M‘l
with Harshal Ritofr, army and can be very useful.,

I hope that your trip to Turkey vas a pleaiin’tﬁéxiq.
With vaat regards, I am

Siacerely yours, -

el

]

d. w Peble,

Executive Director, ,,\»\r
Nr. Berbers Kataki, e
Repressntative of W
War Befuges Board, o
o/o Axsrican Babassy, m ,
Ankara, Turkey, .- - 7

DECLASSIFLEY

ENigbbk - 6/19/44

‘State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H Parks Dqtesip 1 2 ’97(_
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June 12, 1944 {aﬁ < ,(8«\

From: Noel ‘ronovici ' 51**(\\\t\b
To: Mr. Moses A. Leavitt

2. : : ' C\,@-u-fﬁ_
ir. Herbert Kataki telephone i Friday night at home end insisted sgain that I
give you the n cons, indicated to me by Mr. Neuberver of the Yugoslavian
Prouq here &s Jzwisn leaders.still in Yugoslavis. :

Zagreb: *DK. FOBLRT GLUCKSTAHL; S e —

KISSICKY, who until & few months ago was still- aanallng Jew1sh
community mctters through an office at Trenkova 9.

Belgrade:DR. BUXKIC PIADE

PSP

Tvo relisble persons, who are with Marshsl Titols Army and who can be: very
useful are:  DR. LAV SINGER and :

O0TO STEINER, the latter being & cousin of ¥r. Neuberger.

Mr. Katzki would like to have these names forwarded to him through the War Fefugee Board.

HA:ds

W




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Jime 17, 194/

mowladees vows mamerenium
th, enclosine the rorossd crhle to
v Steinhardt, This heg taar aant
=A7ition ol one serntence in vhich
L him nevronsily o use his owm lis—

fen irn the metter of storins there, I
this certence becrnea T hava Just had

me hom dmnortent 3% is to him to ret back to
this covntry by Julv 1 for severs=1l urgent

reseons, n? I 794 pot went him to freel thst
T wns not tekines this dnto cceowvk.

Tith hest wiches

Mr. J. W. Pehle
Var Refuree Borrd
Bxecutivp Office of the President -
Wr=bpgton, D. C,

av fror the irhpeoander telline 7
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\

Hy dear Mr. Steinhardi:
Thank you for your kind letter of May 10, 19k

I am looling forward with pleasure to meeting you in Washington
to congratulate you in person for the magnificent job which you have done
and algo to discuss with you the many difficult problems confronting the
War Refugee Board in Turkey. - :

Vihile it would have been extremely helpful to have Joint discuasiéﬁs
in Washington with both you and Mr, Hirgchmann, I am sure that you understand
clearly my reasons for feeling that Mr, Hirschmann should return:te Turkey
at once. , ' '

It is oclear -that My. Hirschmann's effectiveness-will be limited by
your absence from the seene, but I am sure that you will meké all necessary
arrangements for the Embassy staff to assist Mr. Hirgchmann in every way
posgibles In the event that it beocomes necessary during your absence to. -
discuss refugee matimys with representatives of the Turkish Government; I
asgume that you will hdve indicated to the Imbassy officer ohinrged with this
résponsibility the desirability of having Wr. Hirschmenn aceempany him and
participate in the discussions. e S s

¢ I am confident that during your stay in Washington-we-shall-gain -~ — R
fram you an even greater understanding of the problems which yow have faced . = . -~
in refugee matters and perhaps shall be able to arrive at possible solubs ong

of problems which still confront us in this fiald.
© With kindest regards, I am PR

Sincerely yours,

(81gnad) J.w, Penle

Js W, Pehle Lo
Exesutive Dirsctor e

5 " Anbaseador ‘Lawrence G.—Stemhardt.; : @/\»«;/”MIL ﬂVIJJ« : e -
American fmbassy, Jor - T e
i

- Ankara, Turkeys

m:bbk - E/Zb/hh




‘THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF THE o
- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .

AMERICAN EMBASSY

. Ankarsa,coc
May 10, 1944:-

¥r, John W. Pehle, Executive Director,
War Refugee Bourd,
- Executive Office of the President,
Washington 25, D, C. -

My dear Mr, Pehle:

I am most grateful to you for your kind and thoughtful letter
of april 22 and purticularly for the time and trouble you took in

- outlining to me the very considerable achievements of the Board

under your direction in the short space of time since 1ts creation.

At the saume time may I express to you my appreciation for the
generous sentiments to which you have given expression:concerning
the agsistance that it has been my good fortune to have- been able
to render the Board. )

I should be disposed'%ﬁ outline to you what we have been able
to accomplish here, as well as the obstacles with which we are. .
confronted, were it not for the fact that you have received a full
and detailed report on the subject from Ira Birschmannvwhose abil-'
ity and energy contributed materially to what we have been able to

achieve thus far.

Entirely aside from having been ablé to induce-the Turkish =
Government to increase the number of transit visas being issued to-
refugees from the Balkans, to simplify their archaic proceeure nd
to charter the SS TARI, I feel that our principal accomplishment“ ]
has been that of obtaining the continued permission from the Turk- )
ish Government for Jewish refugees to transit- Turkey,  who hév :
arrived here on so-called illegal boats without Turkish visas or:
Palestine entry certificates. Should the Turkish Government contin:
ue to grant transit to so~called illegal refugees, it ghiould-be *
possible to deal with the situation without too great difficulty._"
On the other hand, the Turkish authorities may find it necessary to
take steps to protect their limited transportation facilities. Up
to the present time I have no reason to anticipate an influx: which
will cause us difficulties with the Turkish authorities; d&nd tOu.,.-'
this extent at least, I am not disposed to worry. about crossingsﬁ
this bridge witil we get there. : 3
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My principal concern at the moment is the apparent stubbofn AETEE R
urwillingness of the Germen Government to grant a safe conduct for . -
the 35 TsRI. Only those of us who have had to deal with the R
innumerable vexatious problems which have arisen in connection with
the chartering of this vessel can fully appreciate our disappointe
ment that, after having overcome every obstacle, the vessel should
now be lying in the port of Istanbul ready to sail - subjsect only
to the granting of a Germun safe conduet. _The Germean Ambassador
is returning to ~nkars tomorrow and doubtless hus. the answer with
bim. 1If, by the grace of God, it should be in the affirmative, I~
feel that we will have accomplished something real in the voyage of
the S5 TARI which will immediately result. If, on the other hand,
he brings a negative unswer, I shall always feel that we were Tully
Justified in the efforts and money expended in the hope, forlorn

though it may have been, that the German Government would evidence
a4 shred cf decency. ;

I would not be frank were I to conceal from you 1y regret and L
surprise that the american and British Governments between them .
have not been uble to see their way clear to assigning & single four ;
or five thousand ton vessel for the evacuation of refugees from
the Belkans., While I recognize the paramount consideration of
kilitury necessity, it is difficult for me to understand why the
United-States and the British Enpire, which together are said to
have a monthly production of merchant vessels of ovedp 1,750,000
tons, which lose innumerable vessels as a result of submarine and
gerial activity from day t¢-Bay and which have been able to provide.
u large number of neutral boats to carry wheat to Greece, have been
unable between them to useign a single smull vessel for the rescue
of refugees from the Balkans., My puth has been made purticularly -

difficult with the Turkish Govermment by reason of the unwillingnéss .- . L E
or inability &f the smericean and British Governments:to-assign a — T E
single vessel to the rescue of refugees. The officials of the
Turkish Government simply cannot understand why they should be
called upon to provide one of their six available passenger vessels
for this work at the same time that the American and British Govern-

ments claim that they cannot assign a single vessel., &% « .
In this connection it is important to besr in mind that the
entire Turkish merchant marine consists of only two or three hundred
thousand tons, that most of the vessels are in bad condition as a .
result of the inability to obtain spare parts and to make effectiva
repairs since the outbreak of the war, that Turkey is almost com-
pletely shut off from both belligerent camps and thet, being a
maritime country with a long coastline and its only two inportant
cities being porta, the nution is dependent on its limited merchant
marine, particularly in view of its one single-track railroad . system.

In




In this connection, the Turkish authorities have repeatedly - -
told me that they would assign one or even two of their best vessels -
pernanently to the rescue of refugees from the Balkams -provided the -
american and British Governments would furnish them with & substi-
tute vessel or vessels. The fuilure of the american .or British
Governments to respond to this gesture has mude it extremely diffi-
cult for ne to convince the Turkish authorities of the slncerlty
of our attempts to rescue refugees from the Bglkans,

Be that as it may, we have been and will continue to exert
our efforts to the utmost with the object of currying out the
purposes for which the Board was constituted

Insofur as concerns the return of Ira Hirschmann to Turkey,
I do not know of any one who would be more welcome in our midst.
The assistance he rendered me and his services in general on be~
half of the Board were invaluable. On the other hund, the problems
here are complex. 4nyone who has not had to deal with them in
person cannot possibly understand or appreciate them.

Yor this reason, it seems to me that lir. Hirschmann's services
to the Board are of more value,at least for the time being, in Wash-
ington than they would be here, und as I expect to be in Washington
during the second half of June for comnsultation, it would be my
suggestion-that Mr. Hirschmann not. return to Turkey until after I

have arrived in VWashington. On my arrival there we can discuss the -

question and you can. pake your decision as to whether to send him
back to Turkey or hold-him in Washlngton on the basis of a consid~. .
eration of the picture as a whole.

In the meentime, however, it is highly desirable that thé War
Refugee Board send to Turkey as soon as possible -a young man or 4.

young woman of limited administrative ability to relidve me: of the-
innumerable details in. connection with refugee-work with which’

I am confronted every day. My staff consists of only four or five
officers and a dozen available clerks. I am called upon to service
eleven agencies of our Government, and -the resultant.burden which . -
has required me to work late into the night seven”days a-week has
brought me to the point at which I feel that an energetic young

man or woman sent here by the Board could relieve me of innumerable
vexatious details and thereby free at least some of my time to pay
more attention to matters of poliey and approaches to the Turkish
Government in respect of serious matters.

While on this subject, I muy add, generaully speaking, that I
have been forceably struck with the large personnel in Washington
of all of the agencies of our Govermment whose principal function
is to"send requests or instructions for action to a handful of
individuals in the field who are not only few in number but carry
the burden of trying to accomplish the purposes and desires of 100
times their number. in Washington. It -seems to me therefore that &

fairer




fairer distribution of persbnnel wbuld be in the interests of a1l
.concerned. That ig to.say, there should be ore ‘people in the
field for aecomplishment ang perhaps laess people in Washington
telling the few in the field what they would like t0 have done.
In other words, we ure sufféring from a largs number )
in %ashington who are telling an insufficient number of people in
the field what to do, in many cases without'appreciating the
difficultiss of dccomplishment. I have made this suggestion

in the belief that in the light o

maximum results,

For my part, it ig probably unnecessary for me to pledge
you ny continued cooperution and support to the utmost of my
ability,

With every good wish upg kindestrregards,




MAY 4 1944

Dear Hr. Baerwald:

fmbassador Steinhardt has asked us 4o inform you
that he deeply appreciates your thoughtful message amd that
you may rely upon hir to continue to exert himsslf tor the
utmost on bshalf of the unfortunate victims of Nazl perse-
cution. 7

Very truly yours,

{5igned) J. ¥. Pohles

J. ¥. Pehle
Fxsoutlve Director

¥r. Paul Baerwzld,

fmericen Jewlsh Joint : .
Distribution Comnittee, - ST
270 ¥adison Avenue, B

Hew York, New York.

W" FH11ab. 5/3/44




CONTROL LOPY

v -
MRE -607 hnkara '
This telegram must’ be : ) s
paraphrased before being Dated April 29, 1944 b
communicated to anycne - - H
other than a Government Rec¢'d 4:25 a.m., 3Cth
agENCcy . (BR) :

Secretary of State

Washington

7%%, Lpril 29, 8 p.m.

FOR THE WRB FROM THE AMBLSSADOR

Ankara's 48. ’

Please inform Paul Bagrﬁéld of the AmEr;can
Joint Distribution Co~mittee ghat I deeply apprciatE
his thoughtful mess: g and that he may reply upon me

to continue to&xert mysclf to the utmost . .on behalf of

the unfortunate victims of Nazi persecution.

STE INHARDT




CONTRYL -ggs.g

This telegram rud h;
pararhrased belope
conmnnicn'cen m Ln;

Gel.uin Lt & LGVLL L w6
LiCLLYs L"r’}

ANEMBASDY,

ANKARA, ' : o ;;‘ S
3637 '

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM WAR. nsmm: EOARD

WRD no. 2. : o :

Rkeaszx&ak&ﬁeRxsxgaﬁaphﬁ&a&xoﬂxkhaxﬂ@kkaw&agxmﬁasggexﬁa o
Following
bubgaggterxdhainzandt from Paul Ba@mlﬂ of tho Amsriean Jew&ah

Joint Distribution Committme: ) . .
QUOTE Desply gra%sful youp sympathcsxe underacanﬁing ana
eooperation in relamf and regous many unrertunatea. Behalr

Jolnt Distribution Oomntifes.wish extond to Fou our appreelat&oﬂ;{€VV”
for your kind gseistanse UNQUOTE,

HULL

o) s
YRB:GLWIKG - . S/CR . Wpi;f'fiwf;" B

4/22/44



l V,Apﬁl;ﬂt 1944
"11400 a.m.

T oMo ¥, Havrsa

FR4y 4, ¥, Pekle

v

Pe wiil be sporecisted A1 you will have tua atbached -
cable despatohad 8% onoe o Axbeseador Skelnbardt, Aukara, from
#r. Faul Soepwsld, Americen Jowlish Joipt Distribublieh Cowmitlos,
pagk bil) tho smeriesn Jewiesh Joint Viebtridatien comslttee; R70
sadiscn Avenue, Rew York, H. T., for tie vost of the sossags
and any angwer ihargbu, )

Attanhnent,

“FHelab 4/20/44




GABLE TC ANKARA

Plesss daliver the rullawingrniaaaage to Ambassador
Steinbsrdt frow Paul Baorwsld of the imerican Joulsh Joint
Distribution Qomaitt‘;eéz

"heeply grateful your égmimthotid gndﬁn%&mii.ng

and ebexmraum in reilef and res’nué'éaaf unﬁwhmuﬁ@a
fgop  Babalfl Joint Bistributieﬂ'iﬁomiﬁme wigh mﬂ;sn'd

to you oup approvistion for your kind sseisgtence*

THIS I3 WAD- ANKARA CABLE HO..29. .

e
s
N

FHelab 4/21/44







2% BT AR 22 194

My dear Ambasgador Steinhardts

I wish to thank you for your letiter of April e T £lly
appreciate the good work done in Turkey by Mr. Hirschmenn, but I am
8slso more than ever aware that the fine results accomplished are due
in very large part to your sympathetic and whole-hearted cooperation
with him. I have taken the liberty of indicating to the members of - -
the War Refugee Board the importent asesistence we have regeived from
you. The Board is also aware of the fact that the work done in ’
Turkey constitutes the greatest success achieved in carrying out the
war refugee program. Plesse sccept the thenks of myself and the
Boerd for all thet you have done. ‘

Needless to say, I am a&s dlsturbed as you are at the pos-
sibility of Mr, Hirschmenn's severing his comnection with the War
Refugee Board, for his leaving would be & great loss preclisely at a
time when our work is commencing to show results. Please be. assured
that I shall do ell in my power to meke it possible for him 10 re=
main with us.

- 3

I think that & brief summé;y of the. work which the Var
Refugee Board has been doing outside the field of operations with
which you ere personelly femiliar may be of interest to you, and mey

be helpful in further indicating that the Board really ‘means businesa.: .

Much of the Board's effort is being devoted to the estab-
lishment of temporary hevens for refugees who succeed ih escaping .
from the Nazis. One of the progrems vwhich the War Refugee Boayﬂ 15
seriously considering at this time is 2 plan to establish temporary -
havens in the United States for réfugees, . The pukpssé of these. camps
would be to provide & place in the United States where refigess having
no other place to go could walt in safety until it becomes possible
elther to return to their homes or to settle elsewhere, While in ‘such -

temporary campe the refugees would of course not be permltted to travel

to other parts of the United States.




If this proposed plan is approved, we might at the ssame time
make a direct appesl to the German Government requesting it to re~
lease all Jews and other persecuted minorities in Nesi. 'harritorYa i
In this way the American Government could most effectively” demon-
strate to the world its desire to take affirmative action toward
" the solution of this problem. :

Ever since. the Bermuda conference the Americen and the
British Governmeg'te have been considering the possibil of esatab~
lishing & refugeé heven in the Italian colonies of Tripolitanie &nd
Cyrensica, With the approvsl of the State,De’parfment,;g@ are. now
requesting Ambassador Winant to make a specific propogsal to the )
British Government pursusnt te which the American and the British-
Governments would share respgnsibility for finanecing the establish-
ment end maintenance of camps in Tripolitanie and Cyrenaieca, includ-
ing the cost of transporting refugees to the Italien colonies, -

Meanwhile approximgtely 500 to 600 refugess in Spain are
being transferred to Camp Lys tey, which has just been establighed
in French Morocco. The Frendh Committee of Nationsl Liberation has
agreed to acceplt & meximum of 2000 refugees st Camp Lysutey, which
is soon to be trensferred to the administration of UNRRA, :

In order to encoursge the Spanish, Portuguese and Swiss.
Governments to receive refugee children who may succeed in escaping © -
from France, our copsular officiels in Switzerland, Bpain and Portugal
have been authorized-to.issue during the present quota yeéar e maximum

of 5000 immigration visas -to children under 16 who shall have arrived .
in these countries after January 1, 1944, but before July Ly 1944y
-These visas are to be granted without regard to religion, nationality -
or stateless status and also without regard to: the question of mvaile-.
ability of meens of transportation to the United States.

have also been made for the renewsl of theme visas in the ‘evel

this should prove necesgary. o o

v Ve are also taking steps.designed to deley--the Nuwi program
of annihilation. Thus at the present time. theve 18 being clesred with :
the State Department a cable asking the International Red Cross to ‘ap-
proach the Germsn and satellite Governments with the request that Jews,
and other persons confined beceausé of race, religion or politicsl,be~
lief, receive treatment equel to thet accorded civilisn internees to
whom the Geneva Conference relating to prisoners of war is applied by
analogy. )

Recently we received informetion to the effect that the Ger+
man authorities are inquiring through neutral’ sources into the validity
of Latin-American passports held by’ Jewd in eertain oamps. In occupied




Burope. As you know, Jews in ‘this category have thus far heén re=
celving better treatment then thelr less fortunate brethern who AN
lack such passports. Acting on- the-assumption that hitherto the -
German motlve in granting sueh Jews preferentisl treatment includes -
some hope that such peérsons might be considered exchange material

for Germans in the Western Hemisphere and also some fear that German
ili~treatment of such persons might afford the Latin-American couns
tries a pretext for further limiting the freedom and economic activie
ties of German residents in Latin-American countries, we are reguest-
ing the Bwlss Government to advise the Germen Government that the. =
United States is now undertaking discussions with the LatineAmerican -
countries for a further exchange of UGermans in the Western Hemisphere
for persons in Germen controlled territory. The Germsn Government is
being advised further that this Government considers persons: holding
LatineAmerican passports as eligible for exchange. In the meantime
wo are conduebing negotiailons concerning this metter with the ebine
Ameriocan epuntries. Iven if no exchange materializes the reopenifiz:
of exchange negotiations may help sbtey the executioner's hend,

Since the creation of the War Refugee Board, the Treasury
Department upon the Board's recommendation has been licensing remit-
tances to neutral countries to finance relief and rescue operations
in enemy or enemy-occupied territory as well as relief for refugees
who have already resched neutrel territory, Sinee January 6f this’
year reliefl and evacuation operations of this type costing a total of
42,125,000 have been licensgd, Of the above amount approximately
$1,137,700 is being sent o’ Switzerland, principally for rescue and:.
relief operations in enemy and enemy-occupisd territory. - About .
$753,000 of the-total remittences aubhorized is being expended for
rescue and relief operations in France. : . ST

The avove desoription of some of the more ssignificant ag= "
pects of the work we are now doing is nob intended to be complete, = .
However it should give a picture of how your work has fitted into the- .
general War Refugee Board program, I is suggested that you congider - = ..
‘the above informstion as confidential. e o e

ISR

Please acoept once again my appreciation and thanks for all
that you have done. . : et

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) J.W. Peble

: : ‘Executive Director
The Honorable, : o

Laurence A, Steinhardt, : e
The American Ambassador; &,«4.7‘».,6 gl
Ankars, Turkey, - y_ iy ﬂo(/@g_;'

T




Ankara, April 4, 1944.

lir. John Pehle,
War Refugee Board,
Washington, D. C.

iy dear Mr. Pshle:

e
I am seizing the opportunity presented by Mr. Hirschmann's

return to Washington to tell you of the fine job that he has dons
while in Turkey. His quick grasp of the situation, energy and good .
judgment have been of invaluable assistance to me and have contri-

buted largely to making effective the work of the War Refugee Board
in Turkéy. .

I am disturbed at intimations from Mr. Hirschmann thet his i
association with Bloomingdale Brothers as Vice Presidnt may neces— -
sitate his severing his connsction with the War Refugee Board.

cessary by enlisting the

ey or Washington, = 77,f7~ 'q,"?,,: T

With kind personal regards,

Wi
|

Sincerely youfs, ) e

/
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Via shington

REmarklng that establishment of German mllluary andvv

political control in Hungary and adoptlon of 31m11ar

measures in Balkans k "VE aroused grEat anx'tty in both

. England and Amsrica, since ull ElemEnts,( n -udlng hu
dreds of thousands of Jews) who WOuld faeil: :

1ntErna1 collapse *nd capturE of furopsani

of twenty~51xth that ¥t i for forEg: n

President Roosevelt in his rEcEnt addr'ss

of world to OPEN thElr'gatES'to JEwa'

and give them all possible assistance,

sTETARD
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4 4 v V
Us S, REPRESENTATIVE COMPLETES PLAN FOR EVACUATION OF JEWS FROM BATKAN COUNTRIES

ANKARA, Turkey, March 12. (JTh) — The first steps toward mass o
evacuation of Jewish refugees from Rumania end Bulgaria have been completed, the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency was told today by Ira A. Hirschmann, representative
here of the United States War Refugee Board. . - .

Mr. Hirschmann revealed that Turke
children to Palestine. He added that negotiations for a Turkish ship, capable
of carrying 1,000 children at a trip, are shaping up for early settlement. The

ship will pick up its passengers at Constanza, Rumanian Black Sea port, and take
them to Haifa, ) )

¥ has agreed to passége of 5,000

The British authorities, Hirschmann said, will provide Palestine visas
and he is hopsful of getting a German safe conduct, At the present time, only
about 100 persons weekly are allowed exit from the Axis~controlled Balkan states.
They are allowed 24 hours to pass through Turkish territory. :

Jeviish :Ghildren From Bulgaria Reach Palestine S
HALFA, March 12, (JTh) - Fifty Jewish children from Bulgaria arrived

here today. They were met by representatives of the Jowish Agency and taken to
Jewish settlements where they will reside and be educated. The last group ‘of -

Rumanisn Jews who were held in Cyprus for more than ‘twe;years%soflandedr S
Haifa today. ’ . R

- eT s

CC = Mr. Pehle, Mr. Luxford, Mr. DuBois, Mr. Friedman, Mr. Lesser, Miss Hodel,
Mr. Abrahamson, Miss Laughlin, Mp, Mann, Mr, Merks, Mr. McCormack,.
Mr. Murphy, Mr. Pollak, Mr., Raines, Mr. Standish, Mr. Stewart
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PARAPHRASL OF TE LEGRAM R{‘OEIVED o
FROM: Amerlean Embasay, Ankara '

TO: - -Beeretery of ftste, Weshington .
DATED: Merch 10, 1944

HIR%HY MANN SENDS THE FOLLOWING FOR THE AT”ENTIQN OF

'Y
NUMBER: 409

FEHLE, WAR REFUGEE BOARD. E . -

As é;EEEE%s the individusl ;;htloned in the Depart-
ment's csble of March 6, 1944, §§ 168, I urge you to take:
no aetion in the matter unlese there l1s a ocompelling reaeon .
for employing and sending him to Turkey.at this time, w1th
respeet to the statement mede by the applicent that he ia
Vfamiliar with,perugee and shipplng probleme 1n thls area
aince & portion of hie bueiness consist¢!e¥ earrying

refugeee from Rupania end elsewhere to Paleatine, I would

bée interested in learning hls name go ‘that I may ascartal :';Tf"

#nd report to the Board the nature and s00pe of his foﬁ e
activities, : ey T T
1t 1s recommended by me that pending my return to
Wsshington no setion be takeh on this appliecation esinece
I ooﬁnt on returning early in April with é déteiled rendrt 7
and recommendstions concerning the situation here, 1nc1ud1nsu:,
the number end type of individuals needed Lo oarry on the - ”:i%
_Program of . the Board in Turkey. 7 i

DELIASSHﬁED . :
1-11.7
State Dept. Letter, 1 2 19 /2

SEP.,

By R. H. Parks Date___—-

reY »‘zgmn'r




CONTROL “ap*'m_

Mis telegram must be -
paraphrasad before bging

communicated to anyone
other Lhan a Governmznta
ACEGSTe | \91X)

AMENB 53X,

ANKARA ,
169*

;:Lﬁuc suduL 1‘“‘{0}? MAR HLE'I.GEL, 5OAR'D

An apvlicant has 1ndieased intereat 3n being employe

by the “ap Refugee Board. He is thirty-seven Years ola

Jewish, vorn 1n Jerusalem. and h:s been o, naturalized,ﬁmerlean

eitizen for 3 numbar of yearsoJ Legiﬁes _iinglish, he says he .
speaks Turkish, argbie, irenah, rerman, Hebre, Xiddish, mnd
sone Greek, Profegses to be fqmi}iar -ﬁth ”urkey. Palestine
and. similnr arene and to have carried on a. Bhlnoing business R
in the area,pf Rumania and ¥alestine for sbouz 6 years ending e
with the outbren' cf war in 19‘39o

He hao 1ndicated f’"iliarity’
nith shipping and refugee roblene ln these areaa ' ‘

of hip husiness eonsisteﬁ 1n earrying refvgess
from Rumsnia and else-snex-e° He haa been,employed
United States Government forvabcut ziyéaﬁa e

Subleot to your apnroval e orOpose to employ him
the thougnt that he might be sent to Turkey to nork there op
elsewhere undesd your direction, brom our talks "ith him he
seens %o be ftype of verson +ho could: be of value to you ‘0

- operating level. Flease advise A soon ae boseibleo-»~

s QTET"'I‘TIUS
TRBSGLMKG NE  PFSA Npa o ASS/BFg . (o
3/1/44 ' ’ :




TR EB291940

7 v
To 1 Hre George L. ¥arren

Froms J. @, Pehle

I ehould appreciate it if the
attached cable to Aubsesador Sieichardt’
for our represeniative, Mre Hiréehmﬁn,

ysro transmitted at once.

(signed) J.'." Pehls. o

dor

L.HsMurphysdh - 2/24/44
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TO STEINHARDT FOR HIRSCHMANN FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

An applicant has indicated interest in belng em-
ployed by the Var Refugee Board. He is 37 years.old,
Jewish, born in Jerusalem, and has been a naturalized
American citizen for a number of'yearé;' Beaidqs English;
he says he speaks Turkish, Arabic, French, German,rﬂébroy,
Yiddish, and some Greek. Profeqsos to be familiar with
Turkey, Palestine and similar areas and to have oafriedion
a shipping business in the area of Rumania and Paleutipo
for about 5 years ending with the outbreak of war in 1939,
He has indicated familiarity with shipping aﬁd refugee pro=-
blems in these areas since part of hie busineses consisted ip
carrying refugees to Palestine from Rumania and elsewhere.
Ho has been emp%vygqrby the United Bﬁatoa Government for
about 2 years. o 7

Subjest to your approval we propose to employ him

with the thought that he might be sent to Turkey to work there
or elsewhere under your direction. From our talks with hi@
he eeems to be type of person who éould be of.'yalue to you

on operating level. Please advise aa soon ae possible.

JH Murphysdh 2/25/44
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ANEMBASSY,

r3ca Falace Hotel, Istanbul, as coon as pcaslble.f .

lthGRAM SENT
' PLAIN

March 2, 1944fﬂ’i

sM(.&.Fu sy

158‘ Seeond o ,
HIR »C'{.’AA\YH FROL THE ¥aX “iL.Fb .i &RD.',:

Jergsaﬂ suggests that you »ontact Jassnh Rlarmen,',iﬁi‘

STETTINIUS
. ( ACYING )
{GLw) -

WRBIGLI G
2/1/44



Maroh 1, 1944

. v
T Hrs dspren
FRO%t v, DuBpls
Lt would be appresisted L yow would ,
neve the atlached cable fran the Way Rafugas -

fourd to Rirsolwmany dispatehed ap saon s
voasible,s '

(signed) J. K. ,DuBega '

cc - Miss Chauncey (for the Secretary);: HMp; Paul; Mr, White,
Mr. Gaston, Mp, Pehle, Mr. Luxfor y Mre EiM, Bernstein,
Mr. Friedman, Mp, Lesger, Miss Hodel, Mr. Stewart, :
Mr. Pollack and Miss Laughlin,- : :

Abtngment,

JEDuBolas eop
B4

-



- - : . : :

TO HIRDCHUAME FROM 7R WAR REPUGHE BOARDe
4 .

Borgson euggests thet you contsot Josoph

e v 1y ‘% ot z - 7 - .
“laraen, Flre Palses Jotel intaabul, as soon
s e

as poaaible,

JEDuBoistébr
Y1/44 ‘

¢ 3




o¢ Hr. George Warren;/ s
Department of State

FROM ¢ ¥y, Pehle

I would sppreciate your sending the attached 6351&2

to Hirschmannf in Ankara.

Hom)rnrg,




TOt

STRINHARDT, ANKARA

FOR HIRSCHMAN, FROH PRHLE.

For your information and guidance

/the following is the text of a letter sent to the Secretary of

State on Beptenber 9, 1943 by the Britieh Embassy in Washington. -

copy of this letter has recently been transmitted to me by the I’-:’né)éséy.i o

"I write to let you know that His Majesty's Government
recently decided that in future all Jews, whether adulits op
children, who may succeed in escaping to Turkey from enemy=

controlled territory since the closing of the Bulgsriane
Turkish frontier in Hay last, will be eligible (after a
preliminary securlty check in Turkey) for onward transport

to Palestine, where they will be placed in camps, go through.
a further security check and if found satisfastory will be
gradually released as legal immigrants inte Palestine against
the ourrent halfeyearly immigration dquotas, By ‘onward
transport' is meant such transport by sea or rail as nay be
arranged by His Hdjesty's Government in coeperdtion with the
appropriate diplematic mission,

"This polioy will also apply te Je‘wa who manage to escape
to other neutral countrics, but. where they have escaped to
countries in which they aye safe they will normally remain
there, Thus the Jews at” present in dauritius, Oyprus and Spain

- would remain there (unless, as is.hoped, arrengements can be

rade in the case of Spain to remeve them for the durgbtion of -
hostilities to-Allied territory in North Africa) and only in.

very special cases and for very special reasons would authority"_ v

be glven for any omward- tYRnEPOrt to Palestime, "

"The numbers. to be admitted under these new prcpcs&ls will -

not entail any increase in the total number of immigvente *

psrmissible for the period ending the 3lgt March, 191‘1;.., ~ Bs «'_ L '

"T have been asked to emphasizs the confidential nature
of this letter, as secrecy is essential in the inberests of the
refugees themselves and His ¥ajesty's Government intend to make
ne public ennowrcement of the policy deseribed above, They are;
however, informing the Jewish Agfeney for Palestine in: cbnfidenca
of what is proposed,

"I am writing e gimilar letter to Mr: Myron ijaquxt;" o




77-72-

In view of the policy indicated in the Ietter it is assumed that =~
the Turkish government now hag sufficient ‘assurance that refugeos R
entering Turkey will have an ultimate destination open to themand -
therefore will be willing t¢ lend full cocperation to measvres designed - -
to inerease the flow of refugees through Turkey, If, however, suoh is. -
not the cape you should advise the Bomrd at onea, : o




T01

STEINHARDT, ANKARA

FOR HIROCHMANN, FROK PEHLE,

For your information and guldanue ‘ths mllcvdng is the text oi‘ :

a lettor sent to the Secrotary of State on Saptember 9, 1943 by the
British fmbessy in Washingbon. A copy of this leotter s reoently beon
trunsmitted to me by the Enbassy.

"l write to 1lst you know that His Hajeatvy's Govermaent
ragantly deeided that in future g1l Jews, whether sdults or
ohildrsn, who nsy succeed in esceping to Tuvkey from snomjfe =
controlled territory sinse the closlng of the Bulgerien- -
Turklgh frontier in Hay iast, will be eligivle (after o
praliminery seeurity check in Turkey) for onward f.mmpor%
to Pelestine, whers shey will be placed in camps, pgo through
s further security cheok and if found matisfsotoxy will be-
graduslly relensed as legal immigrants into Palestine ag’ainat'
the cwrrent half-yearly immigration quobtus. By ‘onwewd -
trangport! is sesnt suoh tyvanspord by* ges or raill as pmay by
arranged by His Majesty's CGovarament in dooperatiom with the
approp!‘igta diplomatio migalon.

#7hin polioy will also apply to Jewa who mane.g—;e o eseape
to other nsutral coyntries, but vhers they huve eacuped to
eountries in whioh they are safe they will normelly vemain-
there, Thus the Jews at present in Meuritius, Cyprus ond Spain
would remsin there (uul@ess, #a is hopod, srrenfenents oen be

wade in the case ol Hpein to remove them for the duration of

hostilities to Allled territory in North Afpiocs) end only dn.

very apeclal cuses snd for very speoisl rersong would: sutherity
be given for any onward transpert to Palestine, -

"MThe numbers to be sdmitted under thome new proposals’ e:m
not entedl any inorasse in the total nuikber of
permissible for the period ending the 3lab Hare ) .194‘&‘

9L have beon asked to emphasige the e,onﬂﬁen'bial nature
of this letior, az @gegreoy is esmentlol in dhe interests of the
rofugess themeelves snd His Hnjeaty's Government intend to sake
no public enncuncement of the palicy doscribed sbove, They are,
however, informing the Juwlsh Agency for Falaatina :ln ccmﬂdsn@a )
of what ig proposed,

"I g wrlting & sinilar letter to Hr, Myrbxi_fayiqr;“_




In vigw of tho policy dndicated in the letter it ia aseumed thet - .-
the Turkish governuent now has sufficient asasursnce thet refugees . - -
entering Turkey will bave sn ultimste deatinution open to them snd
thorofore will be =illing to lend full doobpsvation 1o messures depigned

. to incresse the flow of rofugess through Turkey, If, however, euch is
not the ease you should advise the Bosrd at once.
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ss5cl svelleble £63 the rurpose in
motice of the 2is - overoucrds

issuancc of sublie gtale
will be held se¢ountable in th-
mtstruutmant of thu Juws und other minorltios»
tion refercncc is iawle bo o i heleprom Wo. 8BS
1944, conbuining & similar rboommendqblou Trom Lv: :Ira uir ch

to the Uirector of thae .ar vfuﬁec ‘Boards

‘I submit for the erurtment's further informatién in connec
tion with the forciolng the following deta in vespeet g the .
nroblen of resculns Jows snd other perseccted winorlties trom.
the  xls countvies: PR

o movoeent of Jeve into Zulestine frow ..xzis countrics has -
been 1ivided ln gencrel inte tuo evburories: (1) lepel imalsrae
tion into otine from the oxis countries; ond (.4) ill(‘é,bl
jamisrotion into Ialestine from such conatricd.

Leral lwpalzratlon into ;ulct*xne

o Seitish Government at the beglinains acreed to aduit into
fulestine from oxils countrics tvio clusses of persons! - -

{a) Lersons who wers gronbed immigretion certificates bee
rore the rusbture of diplomstic relations between Oreat Britain -
and Mumenis, Cungary apd Suligorie bub Jers unable to depart there-
fro.a for .ulestine.

(b) Helstlves of persons actually Tesident in Pulestines

Subsagaently, in 1513, a third cutepory wus added, nameoly,
4,500 cbildr.n plus S0U adults coming froa HSulgaris, Rumonia
and funpnry, shose wdiission into lalestine vas apgrecd upons

She slen involved “the issuunce of 4,000 1mmig§r‘.tion certificates

witdeh would be. distributed as follows: . 7
children. ~ .dults
Bulguria . ‘ 1800 200
lwaania -1800 CR00
bR ury ’ : o
(1neludin: Slovalkia) 500 - 1007
: 4500 - - 500 .

ihe proposal sleo ineluded Lhe isenance by bhe X
sulates in ikhe three cupltals of visas to [OTSONS - annr
the represcnbative in esxch capltul of the Jeulsh Lpency- for
raloestine,

iater, in 1943, th, sritish Coverwment -anncunged, that- 7
S2,000 Jeuwish refusees fron aurope would be adaltbed into JzloSe -
tine. Ihlg fi-ure wae to include the 4,500 enlldren and 50C
adults referrad to nhovee ’

The Ypitisd Covernmeht gam bime ao wrreed 10 ednli into
relesting duringe the perlod 1940-44 not in excoss of up'u'oxln':tely‘
75,000 Jews) very recently 1t sunounced that thé period ol time.
during sbhich thias number would be adaltted \JOLllLl be: thnndmlo N

In s0 fur as furkey is concornad, the prohle.; h:,s b::en one :
of trunsit meross Turkey en roube to rulestines’ : e

IR ‘he .




dlscussions betveen the camericun =nd B;"’it@ h
Turkish o uthoriti es (.om.ornin; - hc : chnsit of ro

the pronvsed re fut cos to be O{.l‘l‘l(’;‘" on .m.mib
resscn Gi° la¢k of coal end space, <ad other toehintesl’
It wrreed, hovcver, to verait a limited inovement: by T4 1 crosa
Turizey., - lhe (uem:ion of the refugess belng ¢
Turkisin fligy vessels was also rulsed but- .no definid
has been reached fuc b the total luck of such vesrels.

In oril 1943 the fuckish sutho r‘ities agreod t0 attach :
every ten duys to a train from lmydar Laga (lstunbul) ‘to \lonpo
one COth on which u (roup of 735 refusces woula be currieds
It wue slinulsted that exch such croun .wst huve doparted Trom
lurkey before the seeond prous Gould be udmltted. SubBeguently,
a8 the result of a econfercnce between theé .umerican Jmbasssdoy -
=nd the durkish Linister for sorel;m sffulrs, this sti; pulation
. vlthdraun, Fowever; uader bhls aZTulGwaony ne sinrle ’»I'Dll'?
ef 7o veramns Lus B0 dube Fouohed AaydsT fasd, bocuuss 1t has -
boen lupousible 0 arronss ror the rvfu;enr t0 D& Poleycod: from .
%18 LBITITOIV.

‘ninvane Lans pubasguandly mﬂié, thosudd the Mulss wubh-
orities, to arruwc for the cudzretion from fulseria ond Kwiinia
of & conslderuble number of Jews who uere cbout bo be éxrpelled
to -oland. Iince the collapse of Italy theve has been a dimdnu=
tion in the movemcnt 4o i'0lond. A

Sinee lote 124, o systom hus bern in force whereby lizts
of neites of lamiprints ln the approved coteporics mentioned
under {2} and (b} above crec sulmltted $o the Iurkish Covernment
with bhe rejuest that trunsit visas be srented o these porsons
in Conpery, wmsnia uné Sulesris. ihe Turks bave made 4 PRw -
strietive limit of ninec "persons" per counbry per week in order
not to overlozd the Turkish truine, but this restriction has -
been so liberally intersreted us to constitubte emeh Ypovson" a
faily of not more thun five individunls, or a total of 45 por-
sonse  who cuncsriar wod sumsniusn Covernments huve-allowed out -
a modest puaber of familigs under this scheme, bub very Tew ‘have.
come out of bulguris, the Anlsurizn Covernmcat having, in Oprdil -
1845, prohibited the exlt fros or transit throush that- country-

of Jows, thus dbringip: to un almost complcto stop the omiprutio o

of Jews from .xip .trope, in view of the fact that the only
meuns of - exlt by land to Turkey Trom ..xis countries north of
Gulgoria is through ,nub countrys B :

=t the present tine two groups of 75 children cach in
wumenia aTe belng prevented from sturting thelr journey bocause.
of the refusal or the julgerian suthoritics to allow them . bo-
trunsit iuwlgeria.  Conscouently, efforts arce nov being’ mude %6 -
huve these two groups sent to Istanbul by boat Trom Zwamiice
The Internsztionul ked Cross is working on this mattor. alese
tine hus agreed Lo accopt thems ‘Ihe Turkish sothorities have
assured the umbassy that they will furnish two railu 0y oars it -
these children succoed in resehing Istanbul, The U 3 I GHITa,
nov. at Constanzma, ig beim: considered ss & vessel on chich
these ehildron mizht be brousht to Istanbul.

Ihere is ulso under consideration w proposul for tho do-;
parture of 300 ehildren from lunsury under the “urkish transit
scheme of 75 peoople every 10 dayp but thelr departure is u}sg
bein;; prwcnted by Bulpgnrian F:‘unqit ditficulties. .

[ i o
' The .L\AI'!’iSL o elel




The Torideh [dvdetry of Corundeations
with the advsgy bto Durniel two eors per ..t.eh o
o i e o tronsport a Lusdted muber cl e,

imr:':L:.es )zave —yr'ﬂvént.éd b
41 roups lesve <

In sonerdld;
w rbure of lar s

1.

tiredr cousent or by e ns oil ‘bbr.‘[.r

Tllo sl dryvi, retdon inbo Felustine
n L, - -

Jretdon begen about 1942 chon tie Mdlestine - -
vvrv ar u,.h. budoerdsn end Ruranien pro~ :
¢ of unsouvortly vesssls wnd sold LEECe o
sviees.  the boabs woudd start. out for lules--

tihe Lbraibs, wiich bhey could do without
1ee b/ the Turbkish authoritios. IF the vessels succecdedl

in reaching: logtine, tie sacazers, not being aduissible under

Lie uota, were destined to Dl,

of bhie vessuis, thie L, .

erorbed to tie Islend of lawritiusg.
Ja8, wes suk in Lie hérbor ol jlalfa.
e cause never detcriined. L muber of the blu.;.s,unicu

terted vy Sulgerle and fwmanis for Pclestine vere wrecked on
Tarid Aarvres cosst ol tie Llack les. Sthers were wrecked

ia the vieinivr of lersin,

Pritish Le;cbions in Tasaoniae sad |

overaments tu bt o stop to the end.,

Ao in cuesition refused ov tulled to do s0. Tue

25 twwtened to rsborn te the country of oviin
28 had landed in VBwley. The Lritish Governe

o ten {, e ;\umh autnoritics te delay such aetion.

sventu Ly meny of the 1"e¢u,»<‘cs were sent to Cyprus wiere sone

are sL:L 11 Jivia;  however, the ubgor‘ﬁjve capecity of byurua .

wis soon exiusted wyl 1t soon heecane ir poss;blc ta 5 nd LOYS Lm.re.

wbion censed somu biuoe ago. It. is yosm.—

riieul luulu the procedurs for . -
Conifidinticl laloxmsbdon 1uuium:.ua

e el losdiretion of t.‘w Tollowing.

N ROW Wt or-st.oa to be at Vama, .lhlux ‘o

auiobhe Sus. U TIVG, nuu WILCT' S bucm Lo'

uhous 25) nassenyers. - These:

re "*er:uve..‘,, & nd wowdd,

overcrovded,; were the,rmber of pusseniers - )

Farthen.ore . bheir oeum.ltnmcs is .Ln doubi,. .

uh o Soastensa,

vossels are of abonb ?{\»U ol 250 Lo
course, Do VoL

In this comnec L,Lurl, I nay add ,(Lroxltmuwll“ Lt ae a’remﬁt
of the % Lo disatter (s"ublu 7 2, 9425, 1} ayprgaclhied with |
coution any propos:ls for tho uwde off ruesuone«l-lc. Vst «tor: the
urtier svacuablon of refu ces fra. Bunonicn or sulgerden ports: und
tuve Laglsted as aginegua non thet ony vessel in Turkish waters:
widen i cht be avelisble nust recclve the prior clsixunce ol the
Sericea vr Hrivish navel outhoritizs in s tmxbul a8 to ity Howe
viorthineas. e

funber of versons acbuolly uovod

Libe in 1942 tuo L,rouls af children trauxsibud l‘x rLay oli-
reiate to Falestine, 5u frog Dwwar: cnd 54 fron lwenia.

Lecordisy; bo duforatlon furnishod by lr. Didles, the pep~
reoseatebive in furiey of the Jewleh peney Lro.. Dilestine, the
tobudl nwler of Jeus Lo '%,pemait Turicyy in Lvh3 en route frouit

VTG RS SO B




Zis Lurope to cedesting vas 1,165
origin arce set fortlh .-belowu: T

Jununry=Septenb

Crildrea up to o years of sge . -
and gecoupanyliys adulbs from Lol ry

Children up to. 16 yeurs of age
and vecvapanying adults frow fumsta -

159
Refwrees from Bulguria L I ...l.{.‘?Q.
- " Yotal - 1’4.5‘ : :
< stober-Decenber 19:i 7 : - B
fnedvidually fron budapest 125 7 : :
" ? #uchurest - ' 50
" v Zofin 22
" v _thens - B2
Total ' 564
lictugees sent to Cyprus from:
7 Rumania : Y
FHulsurd 4 - B
rotor E ' ..knég'.
L8
e Jes ]:iS't.c .bova as toming from .thens uoh;!,'istéd of ger- -

cons who bud escuptd irom Crecce ln smoll bo: bey, mastof whideh T
landed their pesseaptes at Tzmir uherc they merc ubiu_to obtuin
vigss for .ulestine 'mder the Schedule o the Jowlsl sxoncy-and-. -

to cross into Syria mn routc to ralestinee.

In eddition tc this novenent of Jews in 'bI'u'l_lS‘-i"?_}Ehlf‘?‘.-; 7
Turiey, 2,138 Jews loft Turkey fox alestlioe d\zrlngil-i’iag s

ine to intormation supplied by lixe Barlas.

the situablon ammeors to be thut the Gexmen controlj_ovor the
exit of Jews from the various countries-in southgagtern”Lurope
is morc strincently oxercised in respect of the: countries more
remote from Cermany than those nearer to Gernenys Thus il the
present time therc are practieclly no Jeus permi‘bted_to 1eﬂye;
Greecs, ulthough o fow escupe illerullys .Oceae}iom;ll_:r, despite .-
the generul prohibition, u Tew arv pormitted to depart from-or - -
translt Bulpsrie (50 Jews arrived in Istunbul-on ox sbout -
Februury 19 from Fronce); Gho Rumonlun uubhoritlcs nppesr %o o
be willin: to allow Jews Go derurt from Rumends: in fone nuubers;
«nd the Hungusisn Governnent?s sttitude appewrs Lxom here -bo ’bﬁ? 3
more libewal thau thut of the kumanian-Goverament. (althoush .
trunsit to Turikey from both Humanis and’ }zumx;;ry_ 1s}hxunpered»by;
the sulpwriun abttitvde snd the lack of transport). - .
" ' iocording 10 v sy

R




111 ‘-ul rama).

Aenig - bUO Q00 (01~ whom £bout 866, OOO are-still
: Tiving in mold Hu_.umlu"),' -

Vu.’o&\lovia - 74,0003 o <

Greece = ubuut 7,000 (or .hom tlm vus t nu.]ority ’fer:e
: deported to mland)o, S

1LL further rcfer( rnee to the Jows in muna.m.a. it is undex'e- o
stood thuet of the 180,000 who were expelled to lransnistria:
(ziostly from ,cusurabiu ang Lukouina) only 75,000 remain ulive.
The vresent distribution of the balonce of thc 366,000 mentioned
above is eubimated as follows: - '

pucharest 100,000

Galutbs : 25,000
Jussy 75,000
Bukowina 16,000
slsevhere 25,000

Various efforts moede by the uabasoy to
gssint ln the autter : e

On -pril 25, 1944, 1 received the Derartment's tolegrom
N0. LG4, aprll 25, £ nem., recucsting, at the sollcitation of an
interested orpuaiazstion in the United Stotes, thut I endesvor to
obbtain vermission from the iuvkish authorities for certein: Jewish
refugees who had arrived in Istanbul from Rumania on the S5 L2ICHAL
on !nreh 18 to land in Turicey in order to obtaln visds to enter
ialestines I ascertained, as reported 1o the Depurtment in my
telegram 326, april 2V, 12 noon, thut the vessel mentioned had
already seiled Trom Istanbul for saifu with ber refugsée f)ussen»rers
on toard and all her puners in ordor. I subseouently telegraphed . -
thet 1t hed been impracticable to comply with the Depsrtment!s re= - 7°
guest, contulned ip®
inform it of the ouids™of the refus;ees in guestion, s, the namea
wore unkno«n at Istanbul (=mbassy's 327, spril &7). -

In Fsbruary 1943 the department telepraphed ’co ne r(,./garllng,
a story uhioh hud apoesrsd in fhe liew York Times of Februsyy 18- @i
to the effect thut the Rumaniun Governnent had, according to neutral -
sources, advised officials of the Unitéd Notions that it was pre-
pared to codperate Ip tronsferring 70,000 Rumanian Jews from . -
frapsnistric to any Lediterranean ports selected by the illiasa
(Vepartunsnt'o 145, Februurey 1%.} I replied Lo the Department op. -
Yebruary 57 (my $37) that a representstive of the Jewish ageney
ror ralestine, Nr. Joseph Oolien, had mformml me that the ./ :
fey York Times desprich above wentloned was based upon the followinz:

live Golden sus visibed on becember 6, 1lY4d, by a. putchman: sho
resided in Bucharest and wio was temporarily visiting in Istanbule.-
This Lutehmsn, whose name w65 Lehmitt and who was:the: Balkan wnd
Turkish Jirector-in=Chief for ihilipts xedio, bad stobed: that he o
brougsht o proposal Trom a person naned Lecea who . was dnid to ve the
fumanian Covernnent offlcial in chawge of Jewish mmtbers-in
Rumanie.  1his osroposul was to Lho elfect thit the aranian L.overn-
" aent vas orepared to consent to tbhe depuriure of and nrovide shivs

“for the . o6

By

%0 beélegrum above referred to, thab the unbussy L




: ortetiss -ele: S or’ athe
o transportetiss o .x Lric o3

N ' f,-’gloggqﬁmmman Tedis ho raialied froy g

pg::‘te;d to Trune.istiia, LTOvic

Sovermnents roread fu g sufe ‘eviiiy

:ﬁc hecést_,.~.-:f visass ..ccordin: to e, iy bl

the Jowi~ community lu tueharcst who Gy “ppo

sas o <lier Gith thip PLOPOSi  ond Tavoped ET

stai Bhab the Catholis 3hahm Of Butharest hac

s,,dﬁness to perait thy wwe of the Va'l.i:;un Tlaz on the N -

.r jxld andecavor $0 obtuln permission to vwso thevlntcrnut;ional‘ Red-
oross emblem. Golden fvnvwurdd the

PTObosal on Locember 6 to the ,
Jeulsh geney for ralevelne 4. Jory S TR

nlen,

I revortied subssuently {my 562, huven By L aeme) that 1. e
questionsd te boje Tides I she proposal deseribed 4f for no. AR
other reeson thea tlat tle Rtwanian Govurnment, obviously did not B
poesess the siupping fucilislss with which to “ransport 7,000 -
iudividuals. N S

v wril By 1945, T oallec upoen. the winisser rop foreign B
stfairs and informed bhiw that 31 e Americen ang, British dip’loma’tj.ic
repre-ntatives in unkia hag bean requestoq by their £0vern- oo
mea’3s in view of ths Toworted bersecution of the Jewus in Bulpsiria
ir« the Intention of 2t» Sulgaria, Governucat to deprort tham to .
i . .
oland, to address 4o Uizent appesi to the Vurkcish Govermment to )
berndt aoproxim.’vly 30,000 Jews to onger RDikey provided the
sulgarian autroritles wald vermgt Wm0 luwve Dulgupis, Theae
Jewe, the tcdster wys irtormed, Tepresented Vgt port of the
Jewish po-alation of Pulgieia whieh was concortrutod in towus and
it geg - that ther pe accomnodated in Gisporury camps in
a suitesle ares in Turkey, acquipeq and set asiie Pop. thie purpose,
ihe i 4r45ter was informed thyy, the ‘merican ang “ritish Govern-
ments J€TG Yeudy 0 assuve ihe Turkish Government Shat a1l costs.
conrscted with the ent:hice op those refugens 4nd eir muintege
ar-€ 1n Turkey would bz defrazcg by the two govormnm-t_;s, whitch, -
*4 adidition, would suntly to Turkey any additional Zod regquired
b0 feed them, It Wus stated fusther that the two #o0vormments also - .
would wrdertuke to repatriate the refugees upon, the ewvelusion of - . BERS R i
the war, : - U

D

- July 17, 2¢ T belegruphes iy toles:

Gram ;0. 124b, July 17, i PemMa) that 4 representative orppg .. ol
abasisy hed contacted o, Jucob Griffel .iho stated that v
officiul rupre dente

Tive of the s¢udas Israel Orgunization v
ralertine 2nd 4lsce the Tepresentutive of ¢

the .ssociunbed Jewish desapg Committec, ire GrifPel informq.
the wbnsay topresentative thuyt the main purpoge of his mis
vas to rescve Jous from rope; ho added that he
in btwo arojrets: . .

to the zi'ep:zx't:rlf:at

was &n-
! .o
hat, organization to

Son
Y] intereéted

1)} 1o loeate. oo Jews, fumllics qp nerson
in iilestine rop saae thc orgunizaution
sortad hed reeuivsd & blanket vi
stused he intonded t vork thy

- and the Internut wonal hed Cros

© these fumilics ynd ondevvoring
ord

s alreéady
which he repree

s t‘or—i'ﬂlcstine. He
ourh the Sutiss Government

S with o view %0 locuting
to bring them to iulostine;

(2) i cestist ubout £0,000 Jewdeh familics cone-
cenbrated in Tronsniatrig, Ue thousht that the bost
way to holp th(,‘ma‘;uoople Was to send then money. He
8244 Lhut Lis Orvanization in ey York would like 4o
gand funds to Stltzerluny clther rfox the nurchase of
food ung elothing to e cont to Iransnistriy op for v
tho obtulnin: of RODCY {0 br: sent thora, ' :

1 . Lo etobensy, »




aa B

In Ootober 1643 the mnbasny ro
American Embagsy in London of a @u
tratr:lc in refugee ohudren throush

foundation for it, I had confirmation of ’che ;
far this punor irom Dr. Golden of Istanbul, hedd of
Relief Organigetion cherged with assisting all Jewnlsh rve
wao enter Turkey. Dr. Golden suggested thai-thls rumor mi
be the Teault of certuin axasperating Gelaysd which wers bemg
experienced in negotiationa with the Bulgarien authorities ro
pormission for Jewish children to leave Bulgariao S

'm:-kuh Jews xn ance

Axnosher category of Jews Ln whow the Depaﬂment and the
Fmbassy have been interested is the large nunboy ef 'mrkish Jews
ir Franteo

It appears that ¥, Barlas, looal rcpreaentative of the
Jawish agenoy for Palestine, received about the middle of .
Deaember, 1943, a telegram from ifr. .elzmen, Jowlsh Agency repx'e-
senative in Lisbon, sbtating that 10,000 Jews of Turkish origin
in Fronce, having lost their nationality owing to the provisions

of Turkish law, were in danger of deportation to Poland. Ik, Berlas

wae asked ¢0 appeal to the Turkish authorities not to withdraw

recognition from these Jews, Ir. Barlas etated, upon going- onto -

the madter, thal the Jows in France fall into two categorios:

(A) Jews whose Turkish nationality i.s uncontastad; i.heae
Jews have been glven full Turkish protestiecn and heve either
been repabtriated to Turkey ox bave escaped peraecutiono

{B) Jews doscended from Jews who emigrated from Turkoy.

ssvoral genevationa ngo and whose Turkish nationality hag been

annulled as a result of the provisionsz of a Turkish law miopteﬁ
4n 1928 providing that Turkish natiomals residing abroad who fail
to register with the Turkish consulades for a pericd exceeding
five yesrs may be doprived of their citizenship by the Turkish -
Government (Ses NATIONALITY LiauS by Flournoy epd Hudaom, Oxford :
University Press, New York 1929, page 571).

Thin socond ecsbegory of Jews (B) %o whom 1% is underastood .
Turkish ropresemtatives in France have =0 far accorded a certaln

neasure of protection, 18 novw threatened with d«?ﬁ@rﬁat&oﬂ %o T

Foland,

In view of tho faot that these Jews no lon@m' ‘have Turkish -
natiopality and in view of the Depaztmentts recognition { Departs
ment®s velegram No. 67 dated January 25, 1%44) of the fact that .
as a consequence the Turkioch Govermment is in o position’:té ~
oxtend protection to them, it 12 not %o Do expested that the
turidsh Covernment oan officially melke representations to. the
Vichy Government on their behalf, It is undorstood, Lowever,
that an official appenl is being made to the Viochy authorities
by thoe Turkish Ambaesador to Vichy Framse, Sevki Borker, who
hee shown himself sympathetioally disposed in the past in re-
gaxd to Jewish matters. Possibly as the vesult of My, Borker's
represontations a party of 59 Jows arrived in Istanbul on o
about Februory 16th from Frence, having tx'evelle& by rail by
way of Milan, Vienna, Nish and Belgrade.

On J’anuary 10, 1944, the Depsrtment wus !.nfomd {my

tolegram No. 49, January 10, 3 pome) of on infomal oonvernﬂon '

which oe .' ‘




wiich I Just hed uvith’ the Yorkish)
in: several bhousand. Jowa
in lrance. The lindster iafo
steps e found possiole b s
w8 ond e, in so far as .(:f;ngurnn Athcrxse W
sh-Turkish eitizeusadr, Hg - wadd demans
i us is acvorded obher Turlkish citizensi.”
these o viere wnable to estrblish’-T;:ri-:ish cif
bt ho was duubbtiuvl thet the Viehy zabliorit
nis rint to inbsrvens on ¢ dir heiell,

In comrliance with the Jepartrent's instructions of Jennery
25, 190 (Deporbuent's toloran &7, Jiw wey- 25, 11 fum.) thet T 0
exrres: bo the aprropriste Mirkish ofricizls Lhe Jejurtientls . -
hope t.ot for hunmenitoerion reasons ther rould be. abla to afiord -
probociion to us suany as peisible of thee dJows of- Yovkisii-origin T
in kreree znd would-be liberal in definiz:; their citironship’ status 5. .
I déiscissed tids ratber wity the “indster of Forelon ~Cocirs (ag R
reperted in 1y tele:rws fo. 15), Junuary i€, 10 Pelis/ ad urced ’

’

hir. to exbend to then the rotitws protectisn of the Tur tish Suve'rn-, ST
renb. i zs.ured re bthut o huxaitarlea  rounds the Tukish. - - 3

Govern at would exert itsef to tne utiws. Lo afford obaction
in there cases, : .

Tu s &y be mentlopo’ £ t the ‘nericuan
so.sulita Cenorel ob 23l recelved zn o uiry fron the
Jer rbocnt in 7 i (ueneriuent s 334, Jecerbar 29, Tk
J Tetl) TesErd ¢ ts vt soreguayan Jaws confined in “he
conceuirobion MR &b Vitte., lyunce, were wentened with e
portation iolend bocause of o report thee the Furapuayon : :
overr e - bad revoked theiy citidenship. 11 reply bhe Cousi’ste CE
Seneyc” “8L0craphod (its tele rum o, Ly doanary b, Tubh, thes ’ SR
the L Jowish represantutives of fundes Turwel ang of the

“aseney had heen netdried thet the loroguey

P

o 2 ayan fovermpent . Lo
- ,dg,reud ot to rovoke the citizenship of laraguayen interness i
AU this concentration cemp., B

Unsvaidabitity of vessols to garry
refurees fron Huraniun or sulsardan ports -

}~ 5 hes been indicabed sbove, one of ths principel obstacles :
te the tovenent of dews fron the iwis couniries to Yurkey lidg
beun Ll rreblos of transport, PR S

JThe ulgevian eubhordtios sinee April 1943 have practicully
prolibised the deperture of dews neross the Bulgaricn-Turkish
frontier, presunably as the resulf of Uexunen aetion, :
secugace eiforts have been 1wdo to-arvange For ‘thy, transHortation -
of Jaus fror the Bumeplon Lort of Constenzd, t0 Turkey by bout.
«Iforts which have boen rade in this directiom hove to date been
#ithout result.  we Pumanden flag vesssls, the 5.5, o0 3V VaTo
ad the 3.3, w55 DX, wideh have been lying; idle in the harbor
of Istz:,.»}bu.l for neariy t'woe yeurs » huve boen considered in thls
com}ucf:lun Lub tu date vheir wso lias boon precludad olt.cr Ly Lhe
abtitude of the Ewranien Covernme qb——in fuot, e Gorran Coverient-—
or nure rdgently

7 b the unavadlabis ity of funds' to efiect the
Mropoged purchage, : S

8 & con-

‘8 a reowit ol a recuost ande of the i imh Mndstry of
yerolin elfales by $hy Beiiish feligaanduy and Lyoelf, bhu derkish-
-mLuf'm..v.unt tosl up-uith the Yuanten Covernent bl nidlor of

oLt Ladn;; these tue veusety on chierter for the purpouso inciested,
du ¢ue agurse thdltvoplr Ly roecodved tt tue Dwenich Covern.ont
¢ : d N
N T
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Rod Cross delegate in Turkey, that Colonel Teodoresou,
'mlita.\'y, Nawal and Az Atuohé in Ank, , gamna:

he hed mthitted the matter to the Intarnational Red Oxoss
quarters in Geneva by telegraph and that he has suhs@qua

ceived a reply stating that funds for their purohaae &
avsilablo.

- The question of obtaining ships from the Anglo-ﬁmarioan
shipping pool, possibly by trupsfer to the UNRRA for donation to - o
the International Red Cross which could men the ships with neutml '
crews, has been miccd and Nr., Lurray Gurfein of the Offiee of
Strategic Services sabled from Istenbul the pogaostion ;a8 a pore
gonal one, %o lir. Bdwin Coldwasser, New York, st the end of
January 1844. He suggested that such ghips, the px'operty oi‘ the
Intorpationnl Red Oroes unGer Swiss regiotry, could perfewmn many
erFands of merey in addition to the apecific one of assisting in
the proposal to evacuate 5,000 Jewe, prinecipslly nhildren, “fyon
Runanin, Hungary and Bulgaria. =

It may be pointed out in thie conncotion thet the quessinn
of the naticnslity of the ovews of vessels proceeding %0 & -
Fumaaian or Bulgarisn port to ovacusto Jews is likely to presént
‘aifficulties unless the orsws of sush vessels are citizens of
neutrel couvmtriss. Tho Dritish authorities, fox example, mighd
object ¢o 2 Rumanisn oraw bringing o vessel into Palestinian:
waters and it 18 t0 be cxpested that the Mumanisn and Bilgarien -
authoritics would similerly objest o a doew of Allled nationality
entering their waters.

On Jasuavy 28, 1944 (my telegrem No. 1853) I advised the
Depsrtaent of receipt- of Anformation from the represcntative of
tho Jowioh Agemey for-lestine in Turkey, Iir. Ch. Barlas, that
s Portuguese flag vossol under chazbter to the Joind Dis‘t-nbution
Committae was then en route from Lisbon %0 Palestine with - .
approximately 700 Jewish refugees and X suggested that the
Department might wish, in view of the faet that the prineipal
difficulty in resouning more then e limited number of Jews fwom:
Trapenistria 1s being secasloned by the lsol of. transportation, -
to suggest to the Joint Diatribution Committoo that efforts might .
be made to continue the cheyter of the vessel with a view 10 ite
proecsding £ron Polestine to Constanza ln order to evaturte from
Transaistria the Jewish refugess therss S V,ﬂ;‘_' ;-’ e .

Recontly thexe has also been under oonuidsmtion a propoeal
to obtain the use of a Turkish vessel for the purposc indicated.
Tho vessel under consideration has been the 53 VATAN. - The -
poasibility of obtaining tho woe of this vesoel vme discussod
with me on Februery 6, 1844, by Dr. Isenc Horzog, Ohifef Rabbi of

Palosting, Dr, Mordecail Ellash, who accompanisd him. from Palestine,

and lir, Barles, the representative in Turkey of the Jewish Agonoy
for Pelestine. I suggooted 10 them that they attempt to soe '
both the Minister for Forelgn Affairs and tho Minister of
Communioations with a view %o obtaining the'use of the boat,

- .?ﬂting- » o




stating that T thousht , n
of the boat for a limited period . would ‘be- to ata ¢
thet it -be made available for only o X
Turkish lidnister for Fureign Affai
Rabbi, stating that as a matter of
him ot any other cccliastical Qiguitarys - ’mo "Fo
suggested, hovever, that a esll be made ] .
Aseistant Secretary Gemeral of the Mni Y
and Mr. Berlas oalled on February llo . i .
matser of obtaining the use of a Turkish veseol
Mr. srkin’s attitude was negative, the gentlemen: namea informed mo‘9
" on the ground of the transport difficulties with which the Turkish
Government i faced, and be sugzested that they secek to obtain the
usse of & sultable vessel uged by the Red Cross.  Mr. Bvkin's.
attitude was, however, somevhad more favorable whan the proposal -
wae made t6 him that the vesisel be made avallable meroly for one .
trip and be then promised to give a dGofinite decision on this =
matter on February 16, In the course of hia disoussion with these
gentlemen Mr. Erkin indicated, they informed me,- that he is mn'!.ed
by the deleys at Istanbul of refugees in transit becaugs of a-
failure on the part of the British authorities thers to igsue - -
promptly the necesgery emtry visas for Falestines The Embassy. has:
cheoked on this point anmd found that there have beon very fow cases
of doley et Istanbul apnd these few have been Tor purely personal -
veasone on the part of the individusls ooncerned. Neverthelees, &8
@ rosult of the statemont made by lir. Xrkin to Mr. Eliash and .
}r. Barlss and his suggestion that the British Imbassy inform the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that visas for Falgstine woudd be ’
grented within 24 hours on arrivel at Istanbul,; an officex of the -
British lmbassy has subsequently informed me that an oral Statement -
+0 the effect indicated would be made to the appropriate official
of the Ministry. As a result, it 18 expeoted that the punbexr of
visas granted by Turkish consular ofificers in Bulgaria, Rumenic
and Hungory will be inerstsed and that the number arsiving in
Turkey will conseguently increase, provided the Bulgarian bYottle-
neek can be broken or provided evae\\ation by sea can be ez’feetad.'

Oon February 14, 1944, a manber of my staff interviewed the
official in the Minietry for Foreign Affairs who is handling: this L
whole question amd, ip the course of their comversation, !nfouad B
nim of the lwbassy's interest in a Turkish vessel being made - -
availables=the VATAN was mentioned--for this purposc.  The omoxa'

- in question said he thought, in view of tho shipping shortage and
the risk of loss involved, it was unlikely that a Turkiah veasel
could be made available. He raised the question of vhether the:
Americen CGovernment or Allied Governments eould not make & ‘vesaél -
available to some international relief orgenization to carry ont
the propeged voyEgeS.

The Turkish decision in the matter vas in the nesattveo

"Tha Departmwent will recall from my telegram No. 199.dated i
January 31, 1944, that a lack of traneportation-favilities rather
than on unwillingness on tli¢ part of the Turkish authorities to
cooperate waog the ohlef difficulty in . effecting the rosoue of Jews
from the hxis countries. The statoment wee also made in the tele-
gram under reforemce that in my opinion unless the transportation
facilities wore augmentsd by vessels especislly chartered for the. .

purpose 1t waa most unlilely that in prosent conditions the rail
Tacilities could be materially inereased, I raported olsc that the
Turkieh suthoritics had repeetedly assured me-of ‘their:desire to -
cooperate but that they insisted thut under exxst.zng eonditlom
they wore unab].e to increase rail facilities.

It Wm o o °
ik~ N




Te will be seen from't a orego
atre.nuous end oont.lnuoua ef forta-

willing to grant moreé vzens {or persons- to transit ark

have been utilized by persons able to leave onomy territory.
Approximately threo-rfourths of -the Jeuws arriving in. Turkey £rom
eoneny territory have oome by rail; - the renainder have eaoap
from Greece by boat. (See page 6, supra.) If a vessel or . i
vessels became availuble for the transportation of Jows by water -
from Rumanian or Bulgarign ports $o Turkey, it 1s pot improtable -
that last minute difficvlides will arise in oox ,ou xith thelr
actual departure from enemy territory, since as
guarantee thad they will be nnawed 0 depurt frm suoh %erritorg
foy Turkey.

: It 48 %0 be remembored, in oonaidering the 'mx'kiah aﬁﬁtude
‘with regard %o this matter, that Tuxicey's transportation syatem -

hes never been eloquate from the western vievwpoint and. is fay -

from being adsguate in the present situation when Turley’a entry

into the war has until vary recently been increasingly Amminent. -
There ia only one through single track main line from Haydar Paga -
{Istanbul} to Aleppo via Ankars amd this line has beon overbturdened
with British amd American (mostly Lend-lesse) shipmesnts, consisting
largely of woar meterials, moving in a noxtherly direction and of
Turkish exports, consisting largely of Turkish prédusts bought by

the United States and the British Impirc both for supply and pEo=
emptive reasons, mvmg in a poutherly direction. The load which

the locomotives have been carrylng through tho Taurus mounteins,
through vhich thiz line runs, has consistently been the mawimum
‘possible, with the result that the addition of sven oné oxtvs:

car filled with refugeos t0 a partidulsr train hes prosentcd a
difficult mechenionl prodlem. Notwithstending, as hes deen points

ed out before, the Twurkish authorities hnve aotuclly agread to
furnish onka sar every “1o. fays to transport 70 ohildren and . o -
accompanying adults from Hayder Pagm %o Aleppo, - #ith.all’ routng i
stook burdened to the maximum, it has been impoaaible-nand in oo
fact unnecedsary £ince tho small number of »efugses avyiving in -
Turkey has been readily bandlefe«to increase the nunbar: ot tmins :
%o haul yeofugees.

Should it becoms posaible to move a lsrxge number or rerugoal
from Rumnpion oy Belgarisp Blask Sea ports to Ietanbul theiw
further trarsit beyond Istanbul will, of courso, pressnt. &iffis -
culties but it Az hoped that such difficultiea’ 0en b overcene
~ either by providing tranaportation by vesmsel beyond Istanbul to-
a Palestinian port or by moving them gradually by rail. trcm
Istanbul via Mana ané Aleppo %o Palestines

If some dc¢heme 18 eventually worked out by which the refngees .-
¢an be moved by water from the porte in question, 1% may be found.
desirable to dissharge them from the veesels at Hnifa, rather
than at Istanbul, thoveby avoiding the difficuliies which would
arise out of & atay in Istanbul and the necesgity of arranging
rail or water transport beyond Istembul. Any plans thed may he
‘drawi up foxr the use of vessels only as far as -Istanhyl should
include provision for furnishing thg reﬂusepe ﬂoq;, qnd aheltar :
wvhile in Turkeye.

Avide from’s oo




‘aside -from the Jews who have ma
axis countries (sone legally -and &0
a considerable number of Greeks have
from 'nearby Gresk islands.. Tho:eoxuct
18 considerable. HKost of -them have prodeeded from
Syrim, The movement of persons of thia cakagory i
continudits, although the number noving at any one-time
The pumber of refugess of other putional or racial.grou;
Turkey iz negligibleo L I

In the many disoussions which I have had on this subjeot -

with the present Prims Minister end fommer inister for Tovelsm .~

Affairs, Mr. Saracogluj with the present Foreign Minlster amd
fomer Underscoretary for Foreign Affairs, lr. Menemenocogluj end
with other high Turkish officisls, I have invariably endeavored

to persuade them to lend every possible assistance to achisve the

desired end, erphasizing thée vitel humanitarian principles ip-: .

Yoived and roforming to the self-interest involved (in that any ~

agsistance granted would temd Yo presont Turkey in a favorable . .-
1ight abroed). The expressions and attitude of these. officials -
have invariably beon ome of the desire to cooperate and aid in
every way, deeplte the many and unavoidable difficulties with
which their country has acen and ia faced. ]

. A8 I informed the Department in my telegram No. 270 of
February 16, 1944, I am delighted with the assigament to my -
staf? in the capacity of attachd of Mr. Ire Hirschmann Tor the.
apecial purpese of handling matters pertaining to these refugess.
I am most fovorably impressed with his initiative and quick grasp
of the sltuation, as woll as with his general gualificatlons and
personality. I shall of dourse extend evexy poesible acsletance
to him in this worke . -

Respeotfully yours,

e ‘Laurence Ao Steinhardt

File No. 840.1
LaS/mp

To Depariment in original and hectograph.




JEDuBolssecr
2/16/b;

T0s  Mr. Stetbinius’

FROMy Hr. Pehle
Attenbions Mr. Harren”

Atbached hereto is a proposed cable from
the War Hefugée Board to Ambassador Stelnhardt’and
Mr. Hirsclmanvin Ankaverequesting confiymabion of
& press voport that Turkey is prepared to cooperate
in assisting Jewish’ rafugees’to leave the Balkanse”

It will be appreciated if this cable 18
dispatched ab once, ’

e \Bigmed)iiAiiente

Encloaure,

.



CABLE 70 AMPASSADOR STRINEARDT IV ANRARA.

10 STEINHSRDT AND HIRSCHMAN FROM THE AR REFUGEE BOARD. _

It ie reperted here in the giﬁpers: that. a hi@:gové;‘mant' :
official in Turkey told the Assneiated Press on February 13
that Turkey was willing to coaperate vith the Paleatine Gamission 7
and Allied diplomats in assmting Jewish ref‘ugees to l.eave the: Balkana.
Ee would apprecimte inmediate confirmation of this reporte Please s
give us fvll infomatien'at'enaé on the praaent'paéition of tha ‘
Tuarkish Govamment- on this matbers

The WHar Refuges Bea:d is desivous of mSking publie the
cooperative attitude of neutral canntriasi Von Sh;a ;m;atte;@, and wnless
you perceive some abjeétion, we vould like to be in & pqsit:lo'n,to
publicize ab once the attituda of Tufaeyg » . 2

Tt is extremely imporbant that we bo kept currently infomsa: %@
of a1} developmenta in Turkey relutig &0 ir{ak;éuﬂmes of tha
Board. We have recelved fumerons inquiries frem privat-a-‘ngencias .
concerning the above menbioned pregs reporh and have baen awaiting

advice from you ag to its a.ccuracy,

.
z/m/ﬁu"e‘frﬁ ;




FEB 161944

T01 Mr. Travers’

FROMy . e mhle

711 you please arrangs to have the abtached
cable to Ira Hirsehnand dispatohed today,

i

(81gned) 7., Pohle

I
i~

Attachment,

(br by T g '_ 3,;0./,_”}  3

CC ~ Ur, Pehle, Mr. Luxford, Mr.

DuBois;, Mr. Lesser, I, “Friedman,
© Miss HModol, Mr. pollak B T o -




Regeived your cable of Februarylafrcm Geirio,.r : ﬂea’iédf
to hear of your early arrivel in Ankara. Teep me fully adyibe@

' as to developmenis in Turlgéy and as to any-r'qu" all posslbinﬁ.ux

cor immsdiate action which can be hastoned by action of the Wae '

Bafugee Board. J. W. Pehle, Aoting Ewsoutiva Dirootor.



EGC-987

This telegram must be
paraphrased before being
communicated to anyong )
other than a Government Rec'd 7:53 pem,
agencys (BR) : o

Cairo

Dated Februiry 12, 1944

SECretory of State

Acshington

317, February 12, 2 Do,
x

FOR JOHN U, PEHMELLE DIRECTOR /AR REFUGEE BOARD

FRCII HIRSCHIL.NN :
Just returned from Palestine and arrive Ankaiav

Monday. Your statements hove aroused Excited hones

in despernte situation, Essentinl you give -Steinhardt
e T

topn lashington backing and necessity for immediate

resultful action as now I know Turkey”is bottlenEQk

cruxi Halifax should be simultaneously pressed to

1vE gimil

3

ar instructions his representatives. there

as this will help Steinhardt and vise VErsQ . -SEE

possibilities for immedinte action but tempo EXaspEratéi_:
ingly slow,

Get ready for conerete cables from Ankara, o

KIRK




GM-531 S Ankara/ co

This telegram must be S T mret
paraphrased before being -~ Dated -February 14, 194
communicated to anyone L - T T
other than a Governmental Rec'd 9:20 a.m,, X5%h, .

agency. (BR)

Secretary of State,

Vashington.

262, Fepbruary 14, 5 p.m. 7

Tﬁe presence in Ankara of Dr. Herzog, Chief{Rabbi’of
Palestine and Dr. Mordecai Eliash’, who accompanied him,
the expected arrivai tonight of Ira Hirschﬁanﬂ!from New 7
York and the consequent day-to-day dlscﬁssionsrwith the
Turkish authorities are necessarily delaying my repoft.,
(Department's 118,‘February 11) I am hopeful that 1t will
be possible to forwardvgf%étailed report by the pouch 1336;'

ing Ankara on Pebruary 21.

STEINHARDT




