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Dear Sirss

: The ¥ar Refuges Board has recently received the following
very ocnfidential information which will be of interest to you,

Our representative in Swi;?rland ‘is attempting to secure
information concerning the camp &t Krfotingen and other camps-in East
Prussia in which BAltic Jewe are concentrated. However, he has pointed
out, that the Imternational Red Cross 1a not able to exercise super-
vieion considered capable of preserving the inmates of such camps from

very active theater of military operations./ Our representative in :
Swaden recently reported that Lithuanian refugees reaching Sfeden have

in this area. Sbé'ofél}"afforts are also 'being made to obtain infoi'imtién
concerning camps in Austria by ouyr representative in Switserland, - : )

¥ra. S‘gembuch advised our representative that she haa-informed -
your organization of a pl upon which ghe ig working personally: for
bringing 5,000 Jewish cHildren from Hungary to Switgerland. In thie
gonnection, she advised him that & diplonmat who. recently céms to Switger-
land from Hungary told her that he had received information from Yeom="
petent Geruman quarters®, indigting that if elther the. I!nitad‘statui or
Great Britain gave conorete adsurances that thegs* ohildren:would be .
admitted to the United States and to the British Iolas,. the Germans. :
would permit them to leays Hungary by vay of Swituerland, - She. explained
that the question of the Swiss Government regarding as insufficient the
guarantees given that such children would be evacuated from Swiss terri-
tory did not thersfore arise, and that she fully understood that the
Swiss Govefnment has in fact received appropriate guarantges to that
effeot. - :

While the names ang addresses of M-, Sternbuch's prinocipal
Jeonfidential agents in Slovakia were said to be already lnown to the
Unlon of Orthodox Rabbis in the United States, he gave our representa-
tive the names of Rabbi Samiel David Ungar, Berthold Donnebaum, and

\
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M. B. Weissman in Bratislava, His main contacts. in Hungary were'

Julius Iink and Philip Freudiger, both of whom fled to Bucharest N
some weeks ago; Charles Roth, Sch. B, PFrey, and Dr. Reiner ars his
present men in Budapest. Mr. Sternbuch is out of contact with the
Rabbi of Neutra at the present time and has'received no news con-
cerning any special rescie plan recently evolved by the latter. .

ST

The last report from Neutra, which was received early in -
September, refers to the Rabbi's need of funds primarily for finanging
the rescue and flight of refugees from Hungary and Poland at an es-

Slovakian crowns per person and an estimated 4,000 Slovakian arowns
per month are required for hiding refugees. Other ‘activities include

20 to 25 per Swiss frane, and that during the period from July 15 to
September 15 the sum of 305,000 Swiss francs were sent by Mr. Sternbuch.
to Slovakia for Jewish relief and rescue operations. In an effort to .
secure late news from the Rabbi of Neutra, and information concerning
the general situation with respect to Jews in Slovalkia, Mr. Sternbuch
has sent a wire to Bratislava, : ]

Very truly yours 3
I81kmed) 7. 0, ponre

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

Union of Orthodox Rabbig of the
United States and Canada,

132 Nassau Street,

New York 7, N, Y.
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My dear Rabbis

: I have received your telegram of July 4
conosrning the tragle plight of the Jews 4in
Hungary.~ . :

1 too am deeply horrified at the raports
of the inhuman persecution and glsughtey of 4$hege
people, and I share with you the great sorrow of -
this traglo hour. :

I have disoussed your letter with
Mr. Pehle, Exosutive Dilrveotor of the War Refugee
Board, who advises me that the Board has done and
1s continuing te do everything in itp power to
sarry out the determined policy of our covernment
. ko forestall the extermination of these innogent
- viotims of Nazi brutality and to rescue ae many
28 pogsible to places of safaty. T em convinged
that the progvame ovolved and promoted by the
Board have beon gohred to the urgency of the
gltuatlon in the full kngwied%e bhat timo 4s of
the esgpence and I assure you That everything
possible is being done to end the orusl desbruc-
tion of these people. . : L

8incerely yours,

Bsoretory of the Treasury

Rabbl Iareal Rosonberg
Rabbi B. L. #ilver“
Union vof Orthedox Rabbis
of the United States,
Rabbi Aaron Catlar' o
Rabbi Abraham Xelmanowitsz
Vaad¥ Hahatzala Emergenoy
Comnitbés,
132 Nangpau Stveet,

New York City.
# %’b 7/6/4k
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"y desyr Rabbig:

I nave received yowr tolernram of July é,iconaerning the
tragle plisht of the Jews i Hanparys
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4+ w00 e dewply horrifisd st the reports of the inlumgn

zaragoutlon and sloughtor of theso roople, end I share with you
FR P .

the rreat sorrow of this tragic hours

- nave dlscussad your letber with Mr. lohle, Exooutive
Dlegotor of the var flefugse Jonrd, vwho advises mo that the
Aoard hes dono snd is conbimuing to Jo evorythilng in its power
to ecorry out the determlned policy of our Sovermeont %o foro~
stall the exbernination of these imnoccont vioting of Hagi
brutality ead to rescue as mar - ag poasible to places of gafely.
1 am convinced that the programs avolved and promoted by the
Board hove bLeen gemred 4o the urgonoy of the eituatlon in the

a1l Mmowledpe Shied Sinme 1o of the casomoe and I aggure you
b evorythins poseible is bolas done to end tho oruel dog-

ruetlon of these poodple.

IRcorely vours,

(Mgned) M. Morgenthas, Jt.

iiebbi israel Rosenberg - - e e
Rabbi :. L. Silver - :
Union of Orthodox Rabbis
of the Wilted statos
Rabbl Agron Catler
fabbi Abpahan Kolmenowits
Ynad Hehatzalo imorgenoy
132 Haganu Stroet,
dow York, Fow York.




PVICTORY

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

WASHINGTON

I hsve received your telegram of July 4
-lc plisht of the Jews in

L oalicy

forestell mination ol these innocent

ity end to rescue as many
ac I salety, 1 an convinced

.t the proprens evelved end promobted by the : o
coord nave been pecred to the urgency of the s o
situation in the Tull knowledgse thet time is of ’ )
e essence cnd I assure you vhat everything

s
ossible is belng done to end the cruel desiruc- ..
ticn of thiese people.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Treasury

Rabbi Isresl Rosenberg

Rabbi E. L. Silver
Union of Orthodox Rabbils
of the United States,

Rabbi Aaron Catler

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz
Vaed Hehatzala Emergency
Comnittee,

1%2 Nasssu Street,

New York City,.

-~
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* 5. To all occupied areas I have extended rescue
activities. A courier ls now en route with. instructicns
to assist 150 RabbisYand prominent persons although
since occupation contact with Lithuania‘has been inter- .
rupted.® - : :

Very truly yours, SR :

191oman) 3, U, Pable

J. W. Pehle
Exgeutive Direqt‘.cr

02
Rabbi Abs-aham Kalmanowitsg,
The Vaad Hahatzala Pmergency Committes,
132 Bassau Straet, ’
Kew York 7, New York,

FH:lab 4/10/44



¥r. Lesser

B. Ak.sin aad Rahbil E‘rankel “of tha Uni(m of OrthodO’ F(ahbls.

Rabbi Frankel stated:

/
/ le The International §ad Crosa i.a in cont ct with tz}o
concentration camps at Vittel, Libensu, Gampiegne, Tlttmning,
for eitigens and prima-fseie oit.izena of eertain countriea.
The Red Cross is not in contaet with the transit -gamp of the
/ Belgen-Bergen, to which cther such persons are faken for an
examination of their papers, or with the camp of Bergau, to - S
which they are transferred from Bclsen-Bergen, u their papers .
are- found in ordar. CT

2, People wére taken to these campﬂ in at 1eaat. three_
groups of transportst the first ahoul Jinuary 1943, the-
second sbout Hay 1943, and the third about Septenber- 1943,
The firet transperts consisted mainly of people with: foreign-
‘passports.  In the second tranaports soms had paseports, othi
had merely lettere from consuls acknowledging their right 't
passports and asking for photographs and other duts in view
of an isguance of passports, and vthers again had: nerely
collective letters from consuls regarding thelr claim to
foreign sftizenship, The third transports-eonsisted mainly -
of peraons in possgession of i.ndividual or collective conaularn
letters, kr

3, Gonditions in Belsen-Beprgen and Borgau are-appau!ng. s
(This informatjon resched the Rabbi through American repatristes
under Gripsholfh via some Russian women who have been transferred
by the German authox-i.t.tes from these two m;m to Vi.ttal )

. be Some of the Jews 1 varicua campa, holding pnsspox'tl :
« of various oountries, have Paleatime Mgration cortitintn.

Bikzintjp




‘In reply pleass
refer to:

<ﬁybA-;RBEutchison;agr' 3410.,44

-

281
Attentiont Rébﬁi,&aron Kotlor. = . ,
Babbi Abrehsn Kslmanowitz

Degr Siret

Thenk you for your lseter ‘of March %, 1944, gnd
ite enclosure, outlining suggestions and- 1nformat10n for

the aid of the War Refuges Board in formulating 1t3 r:scue o
programs,

We ghall give very esraful considnrahiou to tha'
surgestions and information which yeu have advsncad

Your cooperation and good wiehea!for bhe Succnss
of the Boafd In’ this undertaiting: ers greatly appreeiated

Very truly youra. .

(Stemed) 2. ¥, Pewte

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of -
the United ntatea and Canada,

132 Haanau Street,

Sulte 1221, :

Bow York 7, Hew York.
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.. - THE-UNION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS
-OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANAD
132 NABSAU STREET « - = - i
(sUITR 1321y | )
" NEw Yomk 7, N, Y.

2376 -
RECTOR 2'2877

March 7; 1944
John 7, Pehle, ) '
Direct. r, Var Refugee 3oard
Ylashington, v, C.

Zonorable Sir,

In reply to your invitation 1o submit our proposals
to your ar Refugee 3oard in its recently inaugurated
rescue program, we are hapny to submit the memoranda
of the Vaad Hahatwala Emergency Committee, our. relief
and rescue agency functioning through us and with the-
exuwressed approval and recognition of all orthodox
Jeviish organizations. -

We nave made our presentstion in four sections:-

I- The Zistory and Program of the Vaad Hahatzala .-
Emergency Committee . : -
73_9‘ -

II- Sperc:i'f‘ifé" Proposals for Rescue t0.bé considered- °
by the ¥ar Refugee 3o0a¥d N L

_ IIT- Our Rescue and Relief Committees in various -
countri es RO

IV- Presentations of Specific Prjoblenvsa'i‘fecting'
the groups rescued and maintained by ‘the'V,a,jad{_Hahqtfza]:&

These matters are sutmitted togethed with cur hope
and prayers, that the War Refugee Board created by the'~ .+ 7 -
generous gesture of the President in response to. the will -
of the American peopie, will bée most successful in its. .
hurane and historie task and effect the reseue of the great-
est number of the world's greatest sufferers., - - ’

g

vith our expressions of fullest faith,

Very respectfully yours,
UNICON OF ORTHODOX RABBIS OF THE

' : UNITED STATES AND CANADA
A fortlen A ;T_{%Mm

AK:r Rabbl Adron Kotler: Rabbi Abraham Kalmenqudty




Part I- Hj.,sfory and. Program’ of
) Commit tee

At the outset of Vorld War IT, which in it
threatened toengulf Poland and the Baltiec
Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and - Canada,,

authoritative Orthodox leadersnipr of Am'ei-ie’a ¥

They fully realized that the destruction of these instituti

and its deans, Rabbis and scholars would mean the obllte ation

an essential part of Jewish religious life, since: these Agreat E

coileges had been the source from which emanated the great Rabbls S
scholars and leaders for the Jewish Coxmnunltles th‘ ughout the

world. They took immediate action and at an exeeutl e sesslon Jn

which participated all the orthodox Jewish organlzations of -
America, organized the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee valth

thnese specific purposes:

1- Effecting the rescue of the thousands 'o-f~Ré.b'biS

religious and lay leaders in these colleges and,  OImUTL
2= givmg them relief in their t emporary refugrrr
3= reconstructlng thelr lives in countrles o'
The Vead Hahatzala started to function immedi atel”.

In 1940-41, the work of .the Vaad hahatzala can be detailed

as follows:

death at the hands of ‘the Nazis and brough"
Pelestine and Canada. Many Deans of the Rabbimcal Colle

scholarly Rabbis and distinguished rellglous leaders 1ncluded -

in this group. These Deans and rellgious leaders are now activ

in the work of the Vaad Hahsat zala Emergency Committee a :




b= Durine this*period'{and t1 l't:h
German ‘War, the Vaad H&hatiala méliﬁﬁéipéd
:and; lodging, more than 4,000 scholair%“ and_:;,:ﬁa
- fuges in Lithuania.r ' '

c- 497 persons were rescued from Povlan'd'

-of Kir, units of other great Colléges and a nufnbér
ed Rabbis and their femilies. : 7

In this period, the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency cmmnlttee,
addition to its actual rescue and relief work int ervened wlth:—t He
governments of various countrles and negotlated w1th governmenta, o

agencies for the grant of immigration visas, ex1t;a'nd- transmit-

permits. 1In this manner rescue was made possible and eipadi_ﬁﬁd;

Licenses to forward relief funds wers requested an'dfgfi*g’ntéd.

7 In 1941-42, the relief program of the Vaali Haha"trza:lai was 7
accented =«nd help sent to the various £roups resc_ue'd,by . i
pecial attention was given to several thousands who —wére-'d'rivenr,}: :
or had voluntarily escaped to Soviet Russia from thelr tempavaryrlr‘,,_
refuge in Lithuania. These Rabbis and scholars, forne rly i

cluded in the great Rabbinical Colleges and religlous : c’o

ground make: them unfit for any gainful emnloyment. Thei

observance of the dletary laws and the Sabbath necessarlr

great hardshins- for them. They are ohyslcally ‘and religiously -

unable to cope with the extreme circumstanceé._ ©Thi > asr_rvd,e_f_l_rn_lte}} S

been woven by the many fatalities among therﬁ.':'. DRSS e
They are centered in several provinoes of the U S S

which migration is not too difficult; Turklstan, Kazakstan, Uz—‘

beksten and others. Mexican visas for 500 of them hav been ap-i :

portioned ‘them by the Polish government . In addl’cion »
assured by chiet Rabbi Herzog of Palest ine-and Jewish,{Agquy that
Palestinian certificates would be made available for thls entire -

group,




integral part of the Vaad Hahatzala r

:Rabbi Isaac ‘{erzog, by Rabbi Isaac' Levi

I'ossowsky in Jo‘lannesburg. .In addition,

of inadeguate shlpplng and supnly,

vie authorized agencies,

The group stranded in Shanghré.l, was mamtalned by a Credit

arrangerient whereby they were enabLed to borrow funas against

future r epa\yment

Late in 19423, through the init 1at1ve of the Vaad Hahatzala,_r

a committee of outstanding Jews in Swlt zerland organized’ to glve'

every possiole assistance to the v1ct1ms of Nazi brutall ¥ Ylit

funds made available to them, they were enabled a’c fll‘bt to send

small food parcels to many . Hundreds were saved through procure- - L

ment of citizenship ang - passports to other: countrles.: By virtue

of these documents, they were given stdtus as prlsoners of war and

received more humane treatmvnt and sufflclent :

mediate possibilities to efféct the rescue of a conslder

i
o
aole num— ~f e
AT
ber of Polish and Slovakian Tews :md to orlng them to Hur;gary. = )
i
i

The Vaad Hahatzala Emergency

Commlttee ‘presented: the mantsr to

“the State and Treasury. Depar

tmengs, andjvrecelved a I‘ederal Llcense_
to renit the sum of @lOO 00Q. OO 40 the- Cormnlttee.'

This sum was

remitted in January of this year.

In November 1943, the Ru551an government gave permlssion f(r

the transrter,

free of dauty, of: lBOO pareels monthly to the
and scholars in the U,S.8.R.

Thls monthly remi ttance is nAw &

ellef aid to the refugee

. Scholars and Rabbis in the U.S.S.R.




During t' ‘years 1942+ 45 the Va ‘

“For the group in Shanghai, interventipn ,wa‘s—rm

explored and the Vatican was-petitioned to 'p;rersent, Vai Eféqg‘ést' for f';
the release of this religious group. = These —negotiatfiro:ﬁ.rs'irfo‘r{:,'
diplometic exchange or outright release are still beiné care : a-
on. Presentations were made to the State Department —Vi‘orfint"e'r'-:
cession with the govermrent of the U.S.S.R. that e)‘lt Dermlts be
granted for this group. Kor Joseph E. Dav1es, Whlle on’ special
mission, ovresented the matter to the Russian g,overmuent ’Ambassado, )
Standley, made similar presentations at the request of the State
Department which cabled the entire 1i st submitied by gs .f o
Chief Rabbi Isaac Herzog of Palestine and Chief Rabrbji Jose;;h

Hertz of England, fully cognizant of the exceptrio,n,ali

various governments for their release through the above is'ug“‘gested,_ E

met hords .




The YAAD HAHATZALA “BMERG
.omits the following ‘propo
by the War Refugee: Board
of the Vietims of Nazi %

.I-a- To lend the fullest support an
committees now funcitioning in neutral co

and Nazi-satellite terrltory". “

7 b- To assist in the formation ‘of 'sx'xcrﬁ‘fe{)xmn
- mittees are as yet not in oneratlo/n.//"f'

The War Refugee Board should assist these co i

;-—ﬂ-<> 1~ Giving them the political and diplometif(;.reid tﬁe’y'r_'n'ead n :

the work. . 7 SR

2- Assisting these committees in 'having:—nfu‘n':dsr made
to them most expediently and also assieting"tkrleserco‘mfjniir;tees 'w"i:t'h‘r'
funds at the disposal of the War Refugee Boa'rd‘. :

3= Aiding the cemmittees in designating the‘? 'proééf:rresboﬁs'i;:b]
persons in these countries %o serve Nlth these commlttees in thef—:v
actual work of aiding the escape of the Jew1sh victlms of the Na

c- To take advantage of the offers of ne’utral’ coun,trles to,fe—'—':

ceive Jewish children, victims of the Nazie, Vt‘o exteﬁd tni,s_;phaee-'
‘of the rescue program, and assist the commiti;ées"in*t;heie"'e' co‘_ﬁ:ﬁfrj}ves,
to receive and care for the children admitted. ' o P
II- To guarantee to all neutral eountriesvVcerrlzﬁg\ie:uéz’—te;e?
and Nazi-satel).&;ee countries, wherein viétings: 7
escape that; S 7 .

a- They will not long remain: in these countrl_
but 7\v1ll quickly bve transferred to temporary ca.mps arranged e).se- )
vihere for them, ) ' :

‘b~ That these refugees will nre\t:Pecomef p{ibli:cj —chazé*ges”"&e rin
-their stay. S ' R ; $

¢~ That any food supply utilized to keep these refugees‘?": EE IR
allve, will, if necessary, be replaced. o ‘
JITI- That the neutral countries be’ strf)ngly adv1sed of the deep‘,;.j"

concern of the Jewish victims of Nazi murder and torture end to,




I

Part II— Spe01flc Proposals fbr Rescue
the War Refugee Board

with or unnes ssarily delay the rescue v '~

amnmmnkmxxaﬁxkhkaxqikkxxxﬁxkgx.'

IV- That the government of Turkey be requested to instruct 1ts

consuiates in all countries, and especially in Hungary, Ro
e

Bulgaria to issue Turkish visas 1- t the POlish and Sloyﬁ:
Jevish refugees in those countries whose lives efe infgreafe}:'
dmga,a—tonsfmmﬂmgmyam ml@mawmywnrmewe
oeransion to leave, every assurance shall be given that their
ertry and stay will be temporary and the refugees ex nedlted to L

temnorary camns arranged for them.

It is reported that refngees may be taken via theéBlackaea o

i route to Turkey from Roumania. It is suggested that the'War Re‘

fugee 3oard by consultation with Turley, facilitate the entry .of

th.se refugees 1nto ™urkey.

V- There are indicatioﬁs%that many persons in Nazie_céupied co

tries wer: saved from certain death after 01t1ZenshiDs and pass-

ports from g western hemisphere country were made avallable to

them. 3y virtue of these passports, the holders thereofﬁhave beeﬁi”

accorded stutus as prisoners of war, ¢As such they recelve a mona

numane treatment and their lives saved,.- Where<ame h’

such cases, and it is a definite fact ‘that these lives have been ;

saved through this medium., 1- e would, therefore, propose 'ﬁaf .
presentations be made to neutral countries, and especially the

governments of Central and South Amerlcan countrles to make avail- L

able the maximum number of such passports or citlzenshlps. é-

Ve are aware that it would be impossihle to secure sdch,doedméhtae

tion for all those who must be rescued, e wouid,eugg’st and

this method of rescue for at least the outstanding Rabbis, great

-




scholars and ;/‘li"git)ius ieaderé '1'7

. submit to the Board. B3- Ve would'—uh' ,o:hd—‘iti'-
-all on this list, on rece1v1ng ar passpor i
use it only to save his life and would not

rlghts from the country of issue,’

and endeavor l- that such documentation be made":.;a'rvérilé:l;i‘e: hi ugh
neutral coumtries and other sources; 2=, that 1nasmuch as ki eh
documentation is a nriori 1mp0531b1e for all who could make use -
of them, it is suggested that they be secured for the greatest
possible number with priority to the Rabbls, religlous ieaders
and scholars, 3=~ That the maximum number ‘of certlflcates for -entoy :
be secured by presentation to the Palestine and Brltlsh govermnent‘
VII- That in the diplomatic excharges and- repatrlatlons beiug v
carried on, »rovision be made tor 1ncluslon of at least i- the
maximum number of Rabbis and scholars, 2= That the w1ves aiwchild
ren of American citizens and of immigrants in this: courtry, be @e .
cuanged at the earliest ovportunity. ' } k E :
VITI- Since .Swit zerland, by virtue of her geographical po
has become a center to which many victims of the Na:

and many more uesperately'a,ttemotlng to come, it 1s suggeste

humane attitude; to facilitate the entry 'bfjéwish’”’i?i‘efiiééés_.j
would be guaranteed that they wouldrbe tvai«:en' out a‘t':thé ,‘frirr's't
moment technically posslble, that funds would be sent for thelr &
maintenance and that food utilized I‘or them would 1 7
A further request should be addressed to the Swiss government
.. urging their favorable disposition to the rescue comm:Lttee func- L

tioning there.

Latvia and Estonia. Thelir lives are endangereu since the pro;éi;v;-ny

o




of therﬁazis n e&termlnatlng all Jews

is well known. It is therefore proposed

the 3&ltlc States to admit amd save as many

reach their borders.

{- It is known that Hungary, of the satelllte nations, has acgcomd

it is most desirable to take full ddvantage of th 5" favorable
situation. ‘e would suggest thut Hung ary be adv1sed that every
consideration and encouragement is being given her desn‘e and

willingness to admit refugees from,Polanq and Slovakla anig else—'

where and that she should widen her already humane treatment 1=

'to receive those entering her borders, to accord them good treat—

ment, 2- to ne friendly disposed to her own Jew1sh oopulatlon and§
3- to grant »ermission to these abie and willing to leave.,

I~ It is also suggested that Roumania be requested to adoot 8-
more liberal policy towards the Jews in her country~to 1morove

their difficult living conditions and to allow tHem:to leave.

AII- The underground movements in countries of occupatlon offer
exceptional opportunity for the rescue of many: v1ct1ms._}

- ther:rc

LIII~ It is known that the French Committee of leerdtlon B8

successful in evacuatlng nany citlzens Trom varlous parts of»{;

France to Forthern Afrqu and there are many ways and methods byh ‘|
which she makes possible these rescues, Hay we propose that the
Committee be urged to include in those evaeuations tha Jew1sh
refugees whose lives are in especial’ danger anﬁ I ol assist their
escape, . m  7
LIV- It is suggested that the Rnss1an government be urged to 1n-
tercede with Bulgaria for :
a- to give better angd more humene treatment to her own Jew1sh

01tlzens

"b~ to receive the many refugees seeking entry and give”them D

temporary refuge,
¢= to pemnit those who can and desirs to leave, to-do,eo

[




d- to g 3 transiti.'berHungarién} R )
seeking passege through Bulgaria. enroute £ ét.he
It is suggested that in addition to. the:

Bulgaria. .
a-to hide, aid, feed e clotle mxtruivexeRmtexfiie:

victims, ) R
b-to aid in the transfer and escaps of viatims'ﬁo{sgfefr
territory. v 7 :
Mey we suggest that the govermment-in-exile be aaﬂséd‘}br
the possibilities for rescue 1nhefent in theinund’erérourid- m’owié
mert s and sneourage the leaders of these movement;s to Darticipat i
in tlie rescue of the maximum number. The War Refugee ‘Board could
encourage the rescue project by meking funds available and that,’
furd s of organizations be made availabel for this vzo:k.;l?eriodic"
reports from these sources should be requested to guager;‘lﬁpe‘pfo: ol
gress arnd imcreasing possibilities for rescue, ) V
4V-Thet the War Refugee Board assign an attache to North f?}}1.7‘?17'i7ca,
end thet he explore ‘the vossibilities of escape and rerscueyir"r'om,}.4
freme €nd Itely and lend aid to those who do menags to 'fééefh
ofrica, ‘
AVI-Thet cosistent with the successful prosecu’cion of the war;
the War Refugee Board utilize the facilities for rescue 1nhefe'
in the militsry and naval. estdblishmerrh s. Many opportunit”
agrise where the army or mvy can assist on land and sea - in the
resoue and escape of imividuals, anmi the War Refugee Boe d 'should
‘ITpe these ams of the service to assist in the rescue wherever o
ossible and to work out in detail the program Wherein the army .
and ngvy can help. ) : »
XVII-Sha nghai-There are about 20-000 refugees in Srhr'a’nghair kv‘nl';rose

existence becomes increesingly imperiled as corditvidhs tend ——{:o i

worsen. It is suggested that the Incern&tional Red Cross be urged

to lend their facilities to the relief proyram necessar,r to keep

the se refugees alive. We are submitting s separate memo in the T

?N\l‘ XO‘W




question of ...e Rabblnical group i g

problems affee.tinD them

fully eppraised of the progrem of the War‘Ref aea’Bo

it be urged to work in close he rmony with thi




PROBLEM. OF Foon’ AND: MEDIC, )

The problem of food and nedic; 1ne must be
sidered equally importars. with that of: resoue g
universally known, that the Nazis- heve " deter
sword aml starvation every Jew that will oom ~int
Our determination to feed the se unfort‘.um tesr
evil design. The remnart - of Jews in the Nazi and sater llt ]
tries are dying from hunger and diseasa. It i_s.rknow
receive only & pitiful fraction of the méapeﬁ “r:ét on g
others. Thev cannot pureh@se unratiored foods I
mitted to lesve their ghettos or camps to. search the 00untrv'=ide,—7"
for morzels %o 1'eep alive. Women and children are denied fonds
as3ential to health. The sick &re denied medical treetmenth‘ﬁ\ﬁd.—;f;_ "

medicemet s, Tt is true that stervetion has taken a&!ﬁmny as theé

2word. Those that remain alive must recelive food ta- keep alive B
5111 rescue is effected., :
It is cuggested, thet every effort be made to Suppu' food
2nd medicine to the Sews in ghettos, work cemps, concentration
camps and all rlaces where Jews &re concentrated in greater numbeI'
that the food be sent and distributed through Internation&l Red;
Cross, through neutral court ries or agemcies; that it be: 86
bulk %o all oL specifieully to individuals by parcels wer

letives. That in addition to food, funmis be sent thror

L5l .
sources for purchass Gf Foods and for rescue; tﬁh(at—_tro _the,

hidden in forests am byways, food be sent in through the: ‘xigl:‘eAI;:;,,

ground movements.,

R

e wish to call perbiculer sttemion $o the possibilitles of g

making food qvailable to Jews in thebe specific loealities" :
I- Camp at ’fran,sinstra -Roume nia has expresv '

to admit food for the Jews interned in this camp and p':rmit its

distribution and Supervision,
" 2-Prison Camp in Teresenstat, ulovakiai*: s‘;nilar po’<sibility
exists to Supply food to the Jews 1nterned in this camp !l‘he

Wy -




Internstiona:. Red Crosé! jh’éu‘ﬁfalzrcount

be fully utilized to send. in food &

%o the Intermational Red Cross, s;hoﬁl& e urges
thece ghettos. PR :
4- Viehy France, Holldnd ani. Belgium-’l‘he:{ r3 !
of the undergrougnd in these: count'ri as, allowsAfor the usao;
force in making food avallsble to the thousands of hunted Jews
these countries. ., . : 7 ;
The War Pefugee Board could explore the poss1bility of send-
ing mercy ships, such as is being dcdne in the case"of Greec"—}, : -
with food for the ghettos, to be distridbuted by Rad Cross or o‘rher
,neutral bodies.

To enlist the cooperation of the neutral nations mper&tiveh—

desired to execute any prograem of food supply, it v:ould be nece-—{, Sl

ssary to give every guarantee to these . nations that their own -food
supplies would not suffer by any tramsfer 'Ghej mada and. that any
occuring shortages would be made good. In add:tion, funds would _
have to be supplied to the leaders of the underg ou d 'i’ch speci- i
Tic instruetions that it be used for food and .rescue. of t‘he iéwisli
vietims of the Nazis. V

PP

I'INANCES- We fully appreciate and believe tha

fhgees Board program and the measures it v@ill deem most adaptable

to mfectu&te the Executive Order of our Presidentr. Jawish organ—"‘

izations will most assuredly lend their fullest fiﬁamial assis—~
tance to the rescue program 1reugurated., : . ' ) :
However, the program is of suol magnitude and proportion as: o
to meke impossible & sucscessful. prosacution of every ofi‘ered and.
epproved measure without additicmal su‘m)stantial funds.

May we therefore suggest that

I<The Var Refugee Boerd initiate and -secura;tba» ﬁ'e‘(;\'e"’ssai*ty,,




ap'oroval for .he use of Len’dVL'e‘

utive order of the President, is directly tied 731, wi

pressed purposes of the War Refugee Board for réscus and ‘relief i~

of the distressed, 7 : ) :

3~ That the Red Cross, Quakers and 'o'thé'r ééé’ncie‘s’g \\h'i"c'h'
ordirarily aopropriate a portion of thelr funds for refugee serv1c
be urged to designate funds to be placed at tne dlsposal of the
viar Refugee RBoard.

4~ Should the funds so received s¥ 11 b: found 1nadequate
then a Congressional appropriation should be requested', or,an -
amendment be offered making some of the U.N.R.R.{A. ‘fundsI availatﬁé'
to toe War Refugee Board. Until the f‘ongresmonal grant 1s made, -
the emergency work of the Board must not cease- but ‘must contlnue )

with the funds actually in hand or available,




RESCUE THROUGH PRO PA

The Nagis have onenly ‘declared- and vow
of the Jews of Eurocpe, To their satellitern_,a

countries, they have by vicious and insidioug T

struction of the Jews, would be graclously receivedby he ¢
ized vorld, ) B ' : 7

It is privarily necessary to uproot and completely destroy
this false conception., It is thezefore 1mperat1ve to .'meedlately
take these steps: i 7

1=~ The Allied ¥ ations must openly declare to the I\TaZJ.s Nt;hat; I
toe eXtermination by sworu snd starvation of the peroblérs"df' oc- -
cupied cowitries, and especially Jews, will be treated a8 mur der,, h
Aand those directly responsi ble, and those partlclpatlng im any way
in these murders, will be dealt with sever ly and punlshment ek-—
acted for the guilty. : ¢ : :

£~ Yerning shoulid be given to the satellite nations and Vichy.
France thai-: deportations of Jews into Nazi hands, ‘the eQuivale’nt .
of death sentences, will be treated as murder.and dealt with ac-'
cordingly. :

S- That "a special appeal be mads to the sa’t'elﬁfé’
to cease their barbar;c treatment and expulslons of the
they be assured that future -cons ideration for them wil _

mined by thelr action and their attempts to asslst the per secuted.

4- That by radlo, pamphlet and every concelvable means,' ﬁhe
great masses of the Axis and satelli te nations be made fully aware 7
of the terrible and gruesome facts~that thelr lead 5 nave been
guilty of the mass murder of mlllions and that thls fact be brought
home to them incessantly, that it nay touch amd enflame the huma.ne
-8park which must exist within them so that they may express their
brotest and protect and aid those stlll alive, end help their '

escape.,

That as additional measur ¢s i%the attempt to rescue b prop-

aganda, the-Allied Nations degl‘ere as cilvilien internees all .T




citizens of lied: counﬁries, now in th"('»'

This is fasible in the light of the oft ua

as such civilian internees.

5- That neutral countries be.urged to. direct their 'ropaigén@at"'

to tiie Axis and satellite nationsrwith a view to ,q;ets_‘sat;, o'ri':'o,f": i
the cruel persecution of the peoples of occupied—:haﬁifgnts",;ind_féf
return to the fair ad ;;n_re humane treatment of 'ei:\r‘iiized peo*bie 5
by civilized peoples. ) . :
6~ That the gov _roments~in-exile be urged'to'—rrt_;',iiavnSmVif" to tmij -
peoples, through the radio, pamphlets and other poééiﬁbléfue’tiﬁb&'é;
the determination of the Allied Nations to effec—t the reécde of
tie vietims of Naéi'brutality, and that the peop]:é;t hemselves
under the yoke of the invader, share their bit w it_lrli"—‘jj,{ll'eirimore,r
unfirtunate countrymen, hide them, give them aid,i;ﬁd: assist thélﬁ .
to escape whenever possible before sernteme ofrde'athrirs basééd
upon them. ’ : ‘
As a further proposal, wé suggest that tkblergrrr’earjg_jr_re'l{'g us :
leaders of.the world be ur to direct the,ir‘sip,’gé!}iii“' i
of religion and huIya:iity; 3 peoples of t,ﬁe—':l}[éﬁziri"gnd,
nations to pl‘otesf‘%hé pé_rse Wwtion of the i.nﬁojcéﬁf','
and succor the victims; feed fhe hungry, hide and rescue thecon-
demned,aand § religious f lowers of &ll faiths'be urged ::'bc‘)" ’
utilize every possibility for the rescue and eséabe 'rc'jf:th‘e%—t,p_‘eir-b '

A

secuted,




VAAD  HATZATA REPR S TIVE
FORE IGN ~LAN DS

of the War Refugee Board.

-Cooperation in executing the rescue and rellref measured adop ed’

COLLT.TEE IN S\.’ITZERLAND

Our Committee in Switzerland con51s S of twelve 1nfluent1a
Jewish leaders. Mr oSt 7 :
mittee, and his address is Teufener S’créss.e.-?)‘,: bt 'Gglien, Sw1t-
-zerland, e

CCikITTEE IN SWEDEN

Our Committee in Sweden consists of Wllhelm “’.Lbe, Lehman,,
Yolfe Jacobson, and Pinkus. The head of this commlttee is .{ilhelm
Wlolbe whose adiress is L1 Olefsgatten, Dtockholm bweden.' '

COiLICTEE IN TUREEY

Our Committee in Turkey consists of Jacob (‘rlml Hotel Con—
tinantal 3eyuglu and Ludwig Kastner P,0. Box’ 1008 Istanbul
Turkey.

COIUITTEE IN PALRSTINE

Our Committes in‘ Palestine consists 6f’j’(}v :

Jerusalem, Palestine and Rabbis Jog eph-Mishkofski, f]i.'az,e‘_r rEl,nl’:del:, 0

and J, C. “eltzer,

COLLITTEE "IN ENGLAND

Our Committee in England consists: ofw(}hief Rabbi'.Toseph He 4
‘who is the head of the Commlttee and whose: address 13 l
Court, London England and Rabbis Abramsky, Shelnfeld‘
and ¥r. Harry Goodman.

REPRESENTATIVE IN IRAN

address is Hotel Nadari » in Teheran, Irah.

A\"\‘ "
(% i
N
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Pary III- Our Rescue and Rellef COmmitte
, . Countries .

COMEITTER. IN " U TH AFRICA

our Committee in South Africa is hea,d'_eid d

¥ossowsky whose address is -Rochester Manﬁg
Africa,

LISBON, PCRTUGAL

religious leaders wnd communal heads presently in Europe, w1th a
view to extend the necessary relief to them; 2) %o establlsh oon— ;
tact with those in neutral countries and if _possiblie: vuthithose
in countries freed by the armed forces of the United ,Sta—te’stand
th .se of the United Wations; 3) to accumulate the necessary data
for the reconstruction of religious life in Europe" :

This work may necessitate extension of the deleg‘aﬁ};es' a;';t'ivi—'
ties to include visits to Turkey, Palestine amd Swit?'ze;land \.-"f'e
would therefure, request the War Refugee Board to cons1der t he

possibility of sending such committee and to advise us,




Part 'IV- Presentation of Spe01f10 Problems fe
Groups Rescued and Maintained b the
Vdad Hahatzala Sl

Me  vanda in several’ speelf
e..eclal and primary .concern. . the
VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COUIITTEE

our anxiety for the group of 463 conslsting of Rabbl

This group, composed of the elite that was represen éd

religious life of Poland, escaped that courtry at theroutbrea of

the war, stayed temporarily in thhuanla, and after a,tortuous ;*

hegira, beset by dungers’at every step, finally reached Shanghal.
This group consists of the entire Rabbinical College of i ri :
‘Poland, units of other great Rabbinical Colleges and Rabbi wlth

tihelr families. They represent one unified’ Rabb1n1cal ﬁroup under .

supervision of Dean Rabbi Ch. Szmulewicgz of the harrer College.
Tuneir status as white foreigners and their lack of ;
“face .of the rising cost of every commodity, combine ito. p ace
'Vthelr lives in jeopardy, :

" Note:- Llore recent. iy, We received con;laential adv1ces that
tie danger is i:minent and that help is 1mperat1ve.

The following methods of immediate rellef,for

vectfully submitted for consideration by the ﬁar,RgfugeeaBoar

to transfer the sum of $50,000 to Isaac Sternbuch - in Swi Zer andr

" Road, Shanghai and that he be 1nstructed in & messag

group.
S=
fsum of $50,000 and the Board arrange by - methods at 1ts dlsposal
the transfer of said sum to Rabbi Chaim Szmulewicz fbf dlstribu’

tion among the Rabbinical group in Shanghai.




%~ That icenge iss'ué";.'i" 5

through dlplomatic channels ; that sa:
Sternbuch to Rabbi Chaim Szmulewmz 1n
him to borrow the sum de31gnated in th*‘
advise us, through Mr. Sternbuch the amo

persons in this courtry to whom payment is to be

- ﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬂ Ol ThiE BIBUR:

Aside from our earnest desire to glv

sador in the Yaticen,

scholars. WKay we respectfully submit

Department intercede with the various

the Vatican's request for the release of - thls group, ~and:. to lend
support to effect the technical arrangements rnecessary.' It would
cons iderable aid the release, if temporary visas vere, granted by
the Stete Departient to those included in thls group.

Negotiations have also been carried on—iw-lth:;thersfe:it:éf]')

Po.and, towards, having the entire group, or
-exchanged diplomatlcully .
would reques. the War Refugee Board. to oresent to the, gove'

concerned, and also the government af Switzerlanu, N

country supervising the exchanges, & request for cohslderation o f

this Rabbinical group in the exchanges belng made., ;




RABBINICAL GROUP IN SIBE

May vie call to your attent ion. 'th"é, ma:t:t»e,r [e}
Rabbis and Rebbinical schoiars in the U,S. S

scholars, formerly included inm the groat Rabbinical

religious communities of Poland, sought refug

Hitler's march in 194]. Having been trained a

and being extremely devout, they cannot accllnﬁte tnemsel

the condit ons which they now experience, Thelr physlcal co d

ion and earlier backgrouna meke them unt'it for any ga':nf‘u

ment, Their strict observance of the dletary laws and the Sabbath

necessarily work great hardships for tuem. They are physieally

and religlously unable to cope with the extreme cu-cumstanoe

iiis has derinitely been proven by the many fatalities. among .them. -

They are centered in several provinces of the U,

‘S R from I
which migration is not too di fficult; Turkistan, ‘Kaz

lIzberstzn and others, Nexican visas for 500 of them ‘hav been

avpértioned them oy the Polish government, In additio

& we have,f,

been assured by Chief Rabbi Herzog of Palestine and the Jewi '

zgency that Palestinian certlilcates would be made avallab_

ir:foi"—,k'
this entire group.

Presentations were made to the State Deoartment for inter

cession with the govcrnment of the U.S,S.R. thut ex-lt-,p

granted for this group.,’ Iv.r-_r. .Toseph . Dav1es, \thle on snecial
mission, nresented the matter to the Russian government

s&dor Standlsy, made similar oresent.tions at’ the request of the»

State Departuent whlch cab.ed the entire llst sublmtted by us.

e would respectfully submit our request to the

loard to make a friendly intervention with the gove nme

U.S.S.R.

to grant exit pemmits for the entire group in‘the U S SyRs

ary stay in Iran %111 their mlgration to places ot permanent
entry.

liore Specifically, we would request the issuance b

American government of visitors visas to several hundred ot the




- been -the case of a number who possess

“were vermitted to leave the U.,S.‘S;R.__,




Switzerlam

uwitzerland Conmit tee %o the attent:[on (o]
Board, sinece it is already functi’dning: Wit 4
of the United Ctates Government ,

fields for continued rescus vox_'k.

"he initial sun

was remitted in Jemiary of this year, and Seve;r

were communicated to Mr. Isaac Sternbuch thrdﬁgh'r'th'er
Department . ‘It is our intemtion to lend the ﬁlliejs

cooperation to this comiiit tee and we are'ready to'fsubnij_i_ 1

epplication to the Board for & license to Temit .an ',addiri't"

sum. We await further“edvices from Mr, °term’nuch for fhe

expansion of this rescue phase of the program.

Communication through Ceble

Commit tees or individuals doing rescue work, vrould be thr

caeble transmitted thru the Stete Depertmert of dip om tia
channels, We would therefore respectfully sugéeéﬁ th

Wer Refugzee Board essist our attempts to establish

through the above medium, and facilitate the send ng:o

s

such messages, which would et times be in: code,"

would be made clear to the minutest detail to tfhép_Bora;'doi""

A} times the only possible means of contact with rescue ,'i ’




