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Doar Sirs:

Tour letter of February 1, 1944, to Sesretary
Hull, concerning the establishment of the War Refuges
Board, has been referred %o ms, :

I am glad to have your viewvs op the problems
vith whioh the Board is eonfronted, end 1 aseurs you that
the suggestions which you have submitted will reseive oare-
ful comsideration.

Your offer of the assistance of your organisation
ie greatly appreciatéd, I ohall Be pleased to receive such
further proposals and suggesiions as you may wish to offer

at any time,
Vory truly yours, -
J. W, Pehle
. Bxecutive Director
. MNr, Boris Goureviteh, , o S M ',

Yice President,

Prof. Jacques Hadaward,

Baron Plerre de Gumgbourg, S~
TUnion for the Protechion of

~%he Human Pewson,

12 Yest 76¢h Street,

¥eov York, Nev York,
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Honorable Cordell Hull, | Dopareding ot State
Secretary of HState S A

Department of State ’ e
washington, D. C. -

Dear ¥r. Secretary,

We have lesrped with feelings of deevest satisfaction

that a special War Refugee Board has been set up by Bxecutive
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Decree of Preqident Roosevelt on January 22, 1944 for the rescue
of members of per=ecuted rellgious and political minorities,r'
menaced by sxtermination at the hands of the Nazisy The,creatioht

of such an ageney will bring profound gratification to all

humanitarian organizations, which, for the past fourteen months,

have been striving for the establishment of some .,form of 1nter

tional aid for millione of viectime under the unheani—of Nazi i =
cruelties. In our appeal, submitted to you and date%/April 1943,{;i
we have already outlined (on pages 4.5) such forms of help in 1'

egonizing Europe as seemed to us to be most- urgent. Ve: take e

the 11berty of enclosinx herewith a copy of our: Apneal.:

s n:c‘f(, KLL(,. :




We think 1t expedlent, however, tb add:sbme'ééhéide}’t

on the oractlcal aspect of the problem éf the organizatlon off}

help in Europe.

1 In our opinion, one of the first stepe to be taken :
ehould be the conclusion of an agreement with the. Government of
Turkey, in order to obtain 1te consent for the establlshment of
temporary ghelters, cavable to accomodate the hundreds of thoua'
sards saved from concentratlion camps a,nd ghettos, especially
from Poland. Simllar agreements, on a smaller scale,-could be
concluded with the Governments of Sweden and Switzerland, and

eventually with Spain, 1f ways and means could be found to estab- -

l1ish a ronte for the vassage of refugees to these countries.’

2) It vould be most desirafle to obtaln, through the

help of the International Red Cross, and through the Governments

of neutral ctates as well as through the Vatican, the consent of'

the Governments of pulgaria and Roumenia for the free passage of

trains carrying the refugees (under the supervision of the Red - -

Cross )through their territories.

3) After the conclusion of these preliminary ag
1t geems advlisable to establish contact,xthfough the sail

channels, (admitted Dby lnternatlonal Lav in times of war),

with the Government of Germany. Its consent should be sought for‘; 
the International Red Cross to organige an evacuatlion from ) : ,;;
Poland of those elements of 1ts population that ererdylng slowly" :

of starvation and are menecediby'masé extermlnatien: the JewarlA




In ghettos and campe, snd the Christlan inteilectuals in

concentration camps. Ih the number-of Jews sh@uld'aiéﬁfbé:—

included the Jews deported into Poland frcm'Frénde; Bélglﬁm, i

Ttaly, Holland, Danemark, Austria, Yugoglav1a and Czechos lo-

vakla, 7 777 i '
The head of the Germen Government in three or his public

gpeeches during this war, openly and clearlyrprOCiaimed'big

plans for the total extermination of all Jews in Ethpea? ﬁis

officlal newspaper, the "Volkischer Eeobacbter", fecently

attributed the harsh and rigorous measures taken by the:Nézié

againet Buropean ocw8 in their power toitne repeated refusal of-r

the great democratic Powers to find-a shelter fof‘those people.

It seems therefore highly probable that the Nazis willl accept

the 1dea of mase evagyatlon of the Jewlsh population from

Poland., The German Government will probably refuse to allow

the international Red Cross to bring medicines and food to

the ahettos and camve before the departure of these persecuted

and deepairing people. Nevertheless, 1t may be that the ad”’

tage of being able to dispense even with that.minimum of food   l3::
which they are now obllged to glve to these starved~maeses e
might affect the Nazlis so, that they should authorise a dele-
gation of the lnternational Red Cross; the mere presence of
such a body would no doubt influence then to stop rurtner '

murderes.




International Lav to extend to the concentration camps for
Christian intellectuals and the ghettoe 1n Poland, and gene~',,A

rally to concentration camps for civilians in Europe, the. full T

supervision of the Internationsl Red Cross, exercised until

Ele~

now only over the camps for mllitary prisoners of war.

ments of rolish civilian population, which seem 8o dangerous

to Cermen authorltles, that they can only be confined to camps

and thelr mesg murder encouraged, surely have the same moral

right for defence and protection by the Internatlonal Red Cross, |
ae the prlsdnerﬁ of war. '

During the first world wer, interned civilianse received

tpeatment identical to that of prisoners of war. The German

Government had accepied the International Convention of July 29,

1929, for the protection of the prisoners of war. The "Revuer,

Intnrnetionale de 1la Crolx Rouge", No. 257, statec that the

International wed Crosg had receLved a 1etter from the German :? L

" confrming that the Conventlon of 1

nrovernment, 9?9 has the
and would be. applled to 1nternad,f

validity of law in Germany,
ﬁts out that the

civiliane. This revue, (February 1940), poi

German “overnment 1s applying to civilian internees the same L - Q 5:
trestment as applied to pflsoners of war. Subsequehtréttempts 7 : 1
of the German Government to consider the Jews. ln Nazl#ocqupied

Y oopoaed to "1nterned

countries od "detalned civilians"
e the rights to the‘protection (o]

tional Red Cross, ‘hav

civilians®, who nav f interna~4§

tional conyentlons'éndlof the Interna

not the slightest logleal éeqse.



The question of the establishment of temporary and permanent
sheltere for Jews and other refugees irom the Nazl terror has iou

an eloouent exprescion ia an anceal, 1ssued on January 23 1943

by the Archbishoope ot Canterbury, York and wales, on behalf of the

whole Anglican xpiecopate. We shere their hopee thatrthe allied

and neutral natione will pe able to provide sanctuary forAtheéée :

victims, finding retuge terriiol.ss, glving tnem a poséibilltyf7f}f{ff

for life and vork.
It is important that guarantees should be given-to the
Cerman Government that the refugees will not be mobilized for

military service in the present war.

We hope that thils terrible problem can find its solutidn ln,,i

the spirit aniwating the speech of President Roosevelt of October
9

i P .

17, 1939, aml the résolution of the Delaware conference of the

Protestant Churchee of Unlted States, a'feaolutionrfavbriﬂg'the

international supervision of migration and colomlzatlon.

¥e would be very honored if we could be of some;qsé;t95

Roard in 1ts studies and activities, and we are at its &'i‘egoé,é-l{_f: K

a* all times for such servicee.

Very respectfully, -
For the Unlon,




