


la nply pleaee 
refer toa 494 

, APR 14 1944 

Tour le\ter of Febraar,r 1, 1944, to Seoretar,r 
Hull, coaoeralng the eatabliehaent ot the War Refugee 
Boal'd, h&a ban referred to ••· 

1 aa 1lad to h&'Ye 70'111' news oa the prallleae 
with vhloh the loal'd le eoafronte4, end 1 ueure you that 
\he euggeet1ona wh1Ch you bava au~tted will noetve care­
ful ooaelderatlon. 

Your offer of the aeaUtanee of JOUr organl~atloa 
la 1reaU7 appreola\ed, 1 eb&ll ~ pbaae4 to noelva w.oh 
further propoeall anA IU,Celt10RI &1 JOU .., vlah tO Offer 
at aJ17 uu. 

Jlr. Bod• Gourmtoh, 
'floe Pnat4ent • 
Prof, JaOI('UI Badalla1'4, 
BaJ"Oa Pierre 4e hu'boura, 
UDlon for the froteot1on Of 

,---- the B1UUUl Penon, 
18 w ••• ?6th Sheet, 
lev tol'll:, Bev fork. 

. -·.·,_ 

J. w. Pehle 
lxeoutlve Director 
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UNION POUR LA DEFENSE 
LA PERSONNE HUMAINE 0 
·par 1o1 collaboration intemalion•t•. nt.C£.1''>/E~ c, 1 t.. \ t 

sociale et 8c91iomique ' ~ \ := ~ 1 Or _, · 
/ Ur.P ~.\\ h .. 
UNION FOR THE PROTECTION \ 1\ 

OF THE HUMAN PERSON 7 ~~ '2. 
by international \944 f'cl?> 

social and economic co.aperation, inc. 

12 West 76th Street. New York City 
Telephone. ENdicott 2-5695 

J 
Honorable Cordell Hull, 
Secret3ry of State 
Department of Ste.te 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Y.r. Secretary, 

~- - ;.· ... 

New York City Febr.l:un:•y r;~ ; 19.44 .• · .. 

Affiliated ·~i~~1J~l~~~~· 
Co~mittee for 't~~A.:,fle:f·e~"-•'. ~ J 

of the Rights?:grlsgewg, ;.,.. ....... • 'Til 
in Central and Eas1ti~n.'-Eu.t!ope Inc •. 

l~~h.,tt&.-A~ Duto~"""~'.;.;,...;___;_"- ... :.:' 

I 
---~~~...,..,~ 

I vteA nrnsroN 
Of'Fl-Lfti.of.JPeOF~ 

I FE$tf_~,j944 -
L.[)<,~•jJkt of State 

~':---' 
[' 

We have le7ed with feelings of deepest satisfaction 

that a special War Refugee Board has been set up by il:xecutive 

Decree of President Ro,9Jleve~t on January 22, 1944, for the rescue· 
~' .'•-. ·-

of members of persecuted religious and poll tical minorities, 

menaced by extermination at the hands of the Nazis. The creation 

of such an agency will bring profound gratification to all 

humanitarian organizations, which, for the past fourteen months, , 

have been striving for the establishment of some .form of 

tional aid for millions of victims under the unheard~of Na.zl. 
/ . . . 

crueltiee. In our appeal, submitted to you and datedjAprii 1943, · 

we have already outlined (on pae;es 4-5) such forma of help in 

~:>gonizing Europe as seemed to us to be most urgent. We talre 

the liberty of enclosing herewith a copy of our APJ2_e~l.-

"o.. ., 1 -lcL,·-I~..ro-·1, /l.L~- A- -
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We think it expedient, however, to add sollle 

on the practical aspect of the problem elf the organiZation of, 

help in .l!:urope. 

101 In our opinion, one or the first steps to be taken 

ehould be the conclueion of a.n agreement with the Government of 

'T'urkey, in order to obtain its consent for the establishment of 

t empore.ry shelters, capable to accomodate the hundreds of thou ... 

saws saved from concentration camps e...--ni ghettos, especially 

from Poland. Similar agreements, on a smaller scale, could be 

concluded with the Governments of Sweden and Switzerland, and 

eventually with Spain, if ways and means could be found to estab-

lish a route for the oaseage of ~efugees to these countries. 

2) It ···ould be most desiraBle to obtain, through the 

help of the International Red Cross, and through the Governments 

of neutral etate&'~~a?: ~·ell as through the Vatican, the consent of 

the Governments of l:'ulgaria s.nd Roumania for the free passage of 

trains carrying the refugees (under the s.upervision of the Red 

Cross )through their territories. 

3) After the conclusion of these preliminary agri:t!!!ments, 

1t seems advisable to establish contact,. :Ehi'o\1:~:-t:._h(il__Ja~e 
channels, (admitted by .Lnternational Law in times of war), 

with the Government of Germany. Its consent should be sought for 

the International Red Cross to organize an evacuation from 

Poland of those elements of its population that are dying slowly 

of starva-tion and are menaced by ·mass extermination: the Jews 
.. ~~ 
~)-

~-
~,) 

~~\<. 



- 3 -

in ghettos and camps, a.nd the Christian intellectuals· 

concentration camps. Ih the number of Jews should also be 

included the J ewe deported into Polani from Fr!!,nce, Belgium, 

Italy, Holland, Danemark, Austria, Yugoslavia and Czechoslo~ 

vakia. 

The hee.d of the German Governmenot in three oi' his public 

epeechee during this war, openly and clearly proclaimed his 

plans for the total extermination of all Jews in ,urope, H1s 

official newspaper, the "Volkischer Beobachter", recently 

attributed the harsh and rigorous measures taken by the :Nazis 

against l!;urop~::an .; co .. s .i.n thelr power to tne r'f:lpeat.eu r·ofusal of 

the great aemocratic .Powers to find a shelter for those people. 

It seems therefore highly probable that the Nazis will accept 

the idea of mass evacg~ati-on of the Jewish population from 

Poland. ~·he German Government will probably refuse to allow 

the international Red Cross to bring medicines and food to 

the ghettos and camns before the departure of these persecuted· 

and despairing people. Nevertheless, it may be that the advan2. 

tage of being able to dispense even with that. m-inimum .of food 
_---~·. 

which they are nov• obliged to give to these started masses, 

might affect the Nazis so, that they should authorise a dele­

gation of the international Red Cross; the mere preseric~ of 

such a body would no doubt influence then to stop further 

muroerE' .. 
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It woulct be quite in confc:rmi ty with the spirit. of .the ·• 

Internat'Lonal Lav· to extend to the concentrationcamps for 

Christian intellectuals and the ghettos ir1 Poland, and gene­

rally to concentretion camps for civilians in Europe, the full 

supervtslon of the International ·Red Cruse, exercised until 

now only over the ce.mps for military prisoners of war. Ele­

ments of ~ollsh civilian population, which seem so dangerous 

to German authorities, that they can only be confined to camps 

and their mpss murder encouraged, surely have the same moral 

right for defence and protection by the International Red Cross, 

as the prisoner• of ~er. 

DurtnE the first world wer, interned civtlians received 

treatment jdent.lc'al to that of prtsone.rs of war. The German 

Government had accepted the International Convention of July 29, 

1929, for the protection of the prtsonere of war• The 
11

Revue 

Internetionale de la Crotx Rouge'', No. ·257, ·states that the 

Internatl.onal ~ed <:ross had received a letter from the German 

~overnment, conf' rminp: that the Convention of 1929 has the 

validity of J.aw in Germany, and would be aPP..l~ed;.'!fO interne:d 
~ ~~ ~ . 

civilians. 'l'his Kevue, (February 1940), points out that the 

German r'overnment iS applying tO civilian internees the same 

treatment as applied to prisoners of wa.r. Subsequent at tempts 

of the lterman Government to consider the Jews ln Nazi-occupied 

countries e.a 11 detained civiliana 11
, as opposed to "interned 

civilians·", .who ae.ve the rights to the protectlon of intern~~.{*~ ,, ·' 

tional conventions· and· of the international Re.d Cross, hav~ .. .,.·, .:.._!-,;· 
,'-..;;;' 

:·~~·-· 

not the slightest logical sense. 
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The question or the establishment of temporary and. 

sheltPrP for Je·,·s and other refugees i'rom the Nazi terral:' 

an eloouent expreseion in an auceal, issued on January 23, 1943 

by the A rchbishoos oi' Canterbury, York and wales, on behalf of the 

wholE Anglican :<.piscopate. We sh.Pre their hopes that the allied 

and neutral nations will be able to provide sanctuary for these 

vic~ims, finding reruge t.errJ.:,ol.c;S, e;lving tn0m a possibility 

for life and v·ork. 

It is important that guarantees should be given to the 

German Government that the refugees will not be mobilized for 

military service in the present war; 

We hope that this terrible problem can find its solution in 

the spirit animating the speech of President Roosevelt of October 
~-.0. 

17, 1939, am1 the resolution of the Delawa.~e conference of the 

Protestant Churches of United States, a reeolution favoririg the 

international suTJervie ion of migration and c·ololliiz.ation. 

We would be very honored if we could be of some use. to your 

T>oard in its studies and actlvltles, and we are at tts dJ .. e~6~ttl 

a• all times for such services. 

Very respectfully, 
For the Union, 

~£~~~ 
~· 
~ Boris Gourevitoh 

Viae Preside t Prof.Jaoques Hadamard BaronPierre de 


