








'(I,c( Qecone wbef "L"‘

Dear Mr. Cobhn:

We have recelved your lettep ot June 5,
1948, encloaing newapaper clippings anq photo~
Eraphs covering Genersl Q'Duysprts regent visis
to Los Angeles. Thank you ¥ory much for
arranglng for Bhia servige and for sending '
the naterial to us for our rlles.

Jlncerely-yours,

‘.;. [Signed) Florenos Hodel

Florance Hodel
Aaslst&nt Exeouklve Director

Hr. 3am w, 3, Cohn,
Publicity Diractor

United Jewigh Helrare Fund,
939 Bro&dway

Loe Angeles 15 Galif

FHihd  6/11/45
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June 5, 1945 - e

Mr. Wm, O'Dwyef . . ; - ' i,
Viar Kefugee Board
Washington 25, D, ¢.

Dear Mr. O'Dwyer: E

In accordance with my promise I am enclos-
ing herewith néwspaper clippings, other publilcity
material and photographs covering your recent visit
in Los Angesles. My apparent tardiness in taking
care of this matter was occasioned by the fact that
our clipping service is very slow in serving us,
hence I trust you will forgive the delay.

With kindest personal regards, I remain-

- SAM W. B, comN,
Publicity Director

SWBC:sb
Enc, -
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0 DwyerS resses
Refugee Needs

Brig.. -Gen, Willlam O'Dwyer,
Brooklyn. racket huster and. can-|;
didate in’ New York City’s last
Mayoralty election, sald-yester-
day that displaced’ Europeans
who “have been to hell and
back™ in {heir years of intern:
‘| ment behind Nazi barricades are
faced with problems jmore immi-
nént. than 1ese'.t1ement and Te-|:
habilitation. *
O’Dwyer, . here- to ﬁll twoi
speaklng engagements ig=

in order to undettak" ‘th
fare work and has; flicially".

Due '.I‘imes Fmecns

Hastily amending.-his stat g
ment to-indicate that few.of:the
imprisoned - refugees and slave
laborers. are "back’l’ from i th

witnesses of the pit
of “tortured: vmnm'

nraBleins of Eut one‘s‘

dite 1esponsibi11ty !
icang - must holp meet;"”
O'D\vyer,

g O'Dwye )
laﬁnch ig of -
K¢

e




MAX FIRESTEIN

v

/1/!11 jllll.‘[l)l’lp C)o:
CALIF. HOLLV\NOOD agzi

HOLLYWOOD 28+




Wi 10 1945

Dear Mr., Firesteln:

I am 80 sorry that General O'Duwyer
and I were unable to accept your very kind
invitation to vislt your plant while we were
in Los Angeles. We tried very hard to make
it but our schedude of appointmente on Thurs-
day made it impossible to do so. 1 :

Ye enjoyed our visit mery much énd
were happy to be able to particlpate in the
opening of your ocampalgn which I am sure will
be most successful.

Sincerely yours,
(81gned) Piorence Hodal

.Ffarencq Hodel
Asasletant Execut ive Director

a

Mr. Max Fireatein,
Max Faotor & Co.,
Hollywood 28, CGalif.

FHthd “B/10/45

L .
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May 19, 1945

Brigadier-General William O'Dwyer
War Refugee Board
Washington, D, ¢,

Dear Bjll;

I have been walting for the oomplete file of
newspaper olippings which We are. assembling before
writing you, but it seems that our olipping bureau
will be delayed about another‘weeke I want to drop
Yyou this note to tell you ‘how deeply appreciative we

all are of your trip hers to address our opening meet-

ings,

,

Your talks on May 1lst and May 2nd are still being

quoted at all our campeign meetings, and the Motion
Pioture Division, whose members are always skeptical
about coming to meetings, are ell agreed that their
Mey 1st dinner, thanks to you, was a memorable ocos~
sion, As a matter of fact, one of the ‘top studio's
representatives, who egreed to cooperate on dinner
attendance only under compulsion, admitted at the’
last committee meeting that he had been wrong in un-
derestimating the value of the affair, and thet he

finds his prospects who attended the dinner much
more responsive,

. Please exouse my delay in writing; had I known
the clippings would not be available promptly, I
would have written much sooner., We shall send you
the complete file for your information in shout e

16:8¢ = ) ;
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"BRIGADIER-GENERAL WILLIAM O'DWYER
for the '
MOTION PICTURE WELFARE FUND

Ambassador Hotel
Los Angeles, California

Tuesday, May 1, 1945

-

SAN FRANCISCO 8, CALIFORNIA ~
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EDDIE CANTOR: In bringing William O'Dwyer to
Los Angeles tp'speak to us in behalf of the Jewlsh Welfare
Fund, we feelAwe have brought here one of the most Impor-
teant men 1n the country toda&. 7

I'd 1like to tell you somethling of the background
of Bill O'Dwyer. I c¢all him Bill O'Dwyer, and I feel you
will call him Bill when he is through speaking to you. Many
years ago he started hls career in jolning the police forcé
of New York City, and he studied law at night. He waé then
appointed a magistrate, and later made a wonderful districté
attorney of Brooklyn. He broke up Murder Inc. Then he
served as Brigadier Generél in the United States Army,. and
was later appointed by our late great- President as the
ExecutiverDirector of the‘War Refugee Board. Thét 1s the
instrument that this goverﬁment used in'saving the lives
of persecuted people in Eiﬁfér-dominated couhtries.”

‘of course, it is a far cry from sending these

gangsters to the death house to the rescuing of the refugees,
but that is the kind-of a guy Bill O'Dwyer is. He will give

you a bed to sleep in or a chalr to sit on.' I bring you & -

great man, Bill O'!'Dwyer. (Applause)

MR, WILBIAM O'DWYER: Thenk you, Eddie. If fhe
war keeps up, there will be a shortage of chairs, and we'll
have to find some other way to handle the inmate gangsters.

Ladies and gentlemen, and honored guests: It

takes more -than ordinary nerve to cross the continent and

i STENOTYPE CONVENTION REPORTING - COMPANY :
2; O'FARRELL STREET - : ” 15| SOUTH BROABWAY
'SAN FRANCISCO 8, CALIFORNIA . - LOS ANGELES 5, CALIFORNIA™ ~



2.
1 face & group such as you. No one eagt of the Misslssippi

2 1s reaching out for this one, and I did hesitate to accept

3 your kind Invitation to come here principally on that account,
4 Yet, there is a reason why this drive for funds here in Los
5 Angeles must be a success., First of all, there 1is the need,

6 Sécondly, what you do in Los Angeles 1is going to be reflected
7. In the success of the drive throughout the country. The
"hour has come when we can't take any chances, because it

g will mean the saving of human life, Just because of that,

1o the hesltation I had to come went up in thin air, and be-

n lieve me, nothlng could prevent me from coming here because

12 of the imoortance of the mission, )

13 I am going to talk»to you tonight not about the

14 ordinary, average yeaf;in year out .problems that your Wel- -
15 fare has. I hope you will remember that these problems

16 always remain, What .T am golng to talk to you about tonlght
17 is an emergancy problem t?ls year, The problem of a million
18 people., It 1s more than Ehat but we will deal with the _
19 round figures, a million Jews who have come through alive.:
20 They are living, that's trus, but they are just living. They
2 are half alive, They couldn't be normal, natural peopie’and
22 g0 through what they have gone Ehrough iﬁ therpast t&elve

23 years, andrit is about them that I am going to taik to YQﬁ. ,'

24 It is as their special advocate -that I haVé'dome to you ang,

ra
Q

believe me, I feel the responsgibility keenly because .1t

I tékes more than words and more than plctures to adequately

e

STENOTYFE Cor\VENTION REPORT!NG COM"ANY >
26 O'FARRELL STREET 1151 SOUTH BROADWAY o
SAN FRANCISCO 8, CAUFORNIA E , LOS ANGELES 15, CALIFORNIA




3
| tell their story.

2 Twelve years ago outside of Russia, you had in T
3 Europe six million Jews, quite sveryday people with family

4 problems Just like we have, some good, some bad, some sad;

5 gome happy, just everydﬁy people living in a sense of se-

6 curlty, a feeling of sécurity. Well, do I have to tell yog

7 whaf happened? We lmow it, Naybe we forget it too easilyf

§ but we know it. It 1s no longer a ﬁheory. It»ig no longers
? propaganda, Now it is fact. Overnight into those peaceful

10 lives there sprang from the darkness, from the abyés of

i human depravity, armed might,'tbe last development of‘sciencg

1z a diabolical, methodical attack, First, they took their - -

i3 property away; next, removéd, abolished their citizenship; 1:' =
14 next, draéged them into conggntration camps,- into slave

15 camps and, by steady prodeésivmadé one year worse than thé

to other, . »

17 ) ) There came. a day at the peak in 1943 where fhose

15 who were left stood by daily in their camps watching their'

7 neighbors going one by one out of the camp into -the gas
20 chamber, and saw them removed from the gas chamber into the
2l crematory, and then saw their remains carried forth ina -

2 bucket of ashes--fertilizer for the enemy's soil, They hd&f

2 been looking at that during all these yearé. Would ybu 8X=

2 pect them to be normal?

15 _ - One day, thanks to our armies, ahd thanks to
B everyone whp‘helped our armies, and thanké to the ‘agencies

S

T STENOTYPE CONVENTION REPORTING GOMPANY R
26 O'FARRELL STREET - - . " H5) SOUTH BROADWAY . - -
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y
- I that are here tonlght asking you for help, when the smoke

. 2 cleared away, five million of that six were gone forever,. and

3 one million who went through those orgles are now alive, VIt

4 1s about them that I want to talk to you,

5 . Of course, you don't believe all the stories of

¢} horror you see, Of course, you don't bellieve the plectures,

; You don't believe the words becéuse you don't smell those

2 bodies.A You don't zet the feeling. 1In Rome this past sum-

9 mer, we had taken over Rome on the fourth of June and we got &

the word back in March, there had been s parade of German

te soldiers near the Piazza near Naples, Somebody threw a

"bomb into them and killed tﬁinty—five. Well, that night

everyone on the streets of Rome were gathered into the station

housss and military depots and:some of theﬁ came home, but ; L F

E the word got around low in whlsp@rs becausa they didn't-~ speak

' out loud. One would savy, "Ny baby didn't come home--my aunt,

my uncle, my brother didn't coms hmne," but no one believed

s that.” They said, "It will be all right, they ﬁill be home

19 soon." But the rumor went around that the iron law of the

20 German was enforced and that out of the depots and station

o houses they had taken ten civilians of all ages for every

22 soldier killed,

2 Now in the heat of Rome in Julj when 1t was really

s hot, possibly 105 degrees or 106 degreeé, which is pretty

5 not in Rome, it came through that an ancient catacomb had been

——— Ib shelled and someone went down and poked into 1t. Then the 7

>

STENOTYPE CONVENTION REPORTING COMPANY
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cry ﬁent out that 350 bodies wére inside the tomb, machine
zunned within the tomb for retribution for the soldiers. I
dlén't see it. I couldn't go that close to it. WNelther could
you. But I saw the vigll that the relatives kept who sat night
and day around the tomb waiting for that moment when they might
satisfyAthemselves that the 1little one and the big one and the
men and the women were really there, the ones they had lost gnd
the ones they loved. You must see thaf and smell that to kn;w
what this means.

Now while this was going on back in 1933, as far back as
that, tinese agencies that are now seeking your support were
thinking and planning and foresaw the doom of these peoble.
they went into actlon. bBetween 1933 aﬁd 1939 you céuld stiil
get Jews from Germany by leéal visa in certain casés; To the.
extent thaé that could ce donf, your agencieé_workeddso that
they got 320,000 people out'ogiGermany, out of the enémyls
control between 1933 and 1939. ‘They placed them in various
places of safety, ‘

‘Now, if I may pe permitted a side remark in answer to
those that are critical of the Zion Movement, let me state
that Palescine accepbted 300,000 of the 800,000, gévevthem a
héme, and gave them an opportunity télgrow uplinAsqlf'resgeét
anG uecency. That shoulcd be an answer to any criticlsm of
the Palestine iiovement. Now these 800,000 have been placed

i all ovgf the world. They nave had sufficient time tbrtake;;

root in the countries of their adoption. They have some

STENOTYPE CONVENTION REPORTING COMPANY - ~
. 26 O'FARRELL STREET . . 1151 SOUTH BROADWAY -
SAN FRANCISCO 8, CALIFQRMIA . (LOS ANGELES 15, CALIFORNIA
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6o
problems but none of emergency proportions, none that I want
to speak to you.about tonight, because I am not talking about .
any one of that 800,000, I am talking to you about a million
who were pulled from inside the enemy lines from 1939 to today.
That 1s the million that need the help. That is the million
that present this &ear the emergency that these agencies have
to face. That 1s why there is sucn a stress made tonight on ﬁr
thils year's contributions to the Welfare Agenciés. '

After October 1941, by German edlct, it was no longer
possible to take anyone out from inside the enemy-lines by
legal visa. Did that stop your agencies from working? It
did not. They concentrated on the development of the regis-
tant groups and the underground inside the enemy lines. It
took more than money. It took planning. It took the help of

friends in rneutral countries. _You had two things to guard

azainst. One was that you musEEnot under any circumstances
do anything thaf would impede onr maln purpose--the winning
of the war., You must not trade @ith the enemy, and you must
not, no mattef what the'emergency, create a credlt for the
enemy in neutral countries or in our country.

At this point let me tell you there were people who reé

rained at their posts to organize .the r631stant grouos within—

- the enemy llnes, great people who lmew that by doing so they :

faced the anger of the Gestapo and the‘sure fatergf torture -

and death. Hollywood will some day give us the thnilling

story of the leaders of the underground and resistance groupg7nf;;':”

STENOTYPE CONVENTION REPORTING COMPANY A
. 25 O'FARRELL STREET 15! SOUTH BROADWAY -
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affair in Portugal and other neutral counbtries, who wefe

and were cremated, And when they were gone new leadsrs from

“infested with enemy craft, And yet, overcrowded, they crossed

"think a véry good example would be how your agency has actually|

7'
within, who came through thé lines to safety, who vislted

the representatives of these agencies that are sponsoring this

begsed not to zgo back but who steadfastly followed their high

purpose and did go back and were captured and were tortured

within, knowing their fate full well rose up again and carried
on. The -stories that could be told in that regard would ﬁake
stories fpr you for many days to come, certainly not storigs

I could tell here in the short time that is at my disposal.
These are storiess for histories, stories for books, permanent
records of heroism. Take the Jewish Agency job in the Balkans.‘
Here were thne Jews in thé Balxans and here was the enemy
coming through and they knew what-that meant. Here was a

body of water over into Turkey, and here were a-handful of

& -~
<

little boats that your agehiies bought from Turkey to sail

across that body of water, ﬁnprotected in waters that were

and croséed. One time with three hundred persons on one of
those 1ittle boats, when it had almost ianded, the enémy ’
calmly threw a shot into it. Of the threo hundred, only eight
gsurvived. And yet, the boats kepﬁfqomiﬁg until seven thousand

in all landed in Turkey and made their way across into Palesting

where they were taken care of and in the field of protecting itrf o

has credit in preventing the enemy from having the use, I -

S
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never was one Instance where they were successfully charged,

give you, they found that they needed governmental support in

- their work and they placed thelr preblems before our late

8.
fed the people in Poland wlth our money without allowing the
Germans any cfedit. How did they do it? They simply took
from the Jews in Germany thelr marks, and with their marks they
bought food with Polish currency and for the money they turned
in--the marks that were turned in--they got a credlt againét
your agency, against the Joint Distribution Committes, and ;
when  they came through they collected their money 1n—dollané
and were taken care of. I can tell you now as an official,
as the Exescutlve Director of the War Refugee Boérd, in all ﬁge

myriad activitles of your agencies and for all the pressure

and all the enthusiasm of'your agencies in theilr work,. there

or where it was whispered‘that they neglected the.first and
final and- the main purpose:—the winningaof the war. ‘Not once
did they jeopardize that.‘,_%; - v

There did come a day when the agencles could go no fur-
ther, It was difficult %o coﬁmﬁnicate with neutral countries,

It was difficult to facilitate American dollars in through the

resistance groups, and for many reasons that I don't have to -

President. Well, let me read what he did about it on the
22d of January 1944, He established the War Refugee Board
"to take all measures within 1ts powers to rescue thé:ﬁictims"

of enemy oppression wbo are in imminent danger of death, and

to otherwise. afford such victims all possible relief and

~
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asslstance consistent with the successful prosecution of the
war," .

Now ladies and gentlémen, this was a unique thing. dur
war, as you lknow, has been prosecuted as a oohbined operation,
What your agency asked your government to do was to embark
on a unilateral action without any connection with the Allies
1n this deal., What your late President did was to set u,p a
governmental agency under the direction of his three chief
secretaries--TrQasury, War and State--for the'purpose of rbak-
ing care of civiliahs inside the line. Of course, it was g
courageous thing to do. The ties that bind the Allies in
time of war are sensitive things, easy to be tampered with and

easy to be destroyed, and history might become.critical) or

people today might haveibecome critical of his aétions, butrtq
President Roosevelt the~§§ving of the clvilians wasg oﬁa'bf ”
the high purposes of duf'éptering into the war. Histofy will
understand what some of ouf contemporaries do not understand. .

They will understand why President Roosevelt did it, beéausa

history will understand the mind and the heart and the humanity

that was Pranklin Delano Roosevelt.

After the establishment of the War: Refunee Board thlngs
began to hapoen. Licenses were 1ssued for the sendlng of
money to neutral countries. Since January 22 until today

the War Refugee Board cleared for your agencies $20,000;000

to be spent in this work. Of that, $15,000,000 was the Joint.

Distribution Committee's money, The'Réfhgée Board gathered'

S
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—— 1] all the agencies, all the Jewish agencles, all the non-Jewish

2| agencles, all the agencles of government, all the foreign

*! missions, every forelgn mission of the State Department, and
4| welded the whole into a working machine so that the best pos-~
5| sible help could be brought in the rescus field. Perhaps 1irf
6| I read to you from the offlcial report, and if there are apy
7| members of the press hers I will have to ask you not- to qéote
¢ any of the readings that I give asg they are not those in th
? | released document, because some of the readings‘here have gbt
| been officlally released, and yet it would be a shame not to
"1 call them to your attention..

12 For instance, our field man, Mr, MGClelland in Switzerlandy

3| back in May 1, 1944, made .8 purely 51mole, cold, factual

i

141 report on his expenditures. I'd like to read the headings for
151 you of what these moneys‘wgﬁﬁ spent for, nof the aﬁount,-but

16 | what they were spent for, so:you can get an inkling into what
171 your agenclss have been doinéi For example, he says inrNum-

18 ber Three, "Special ‘expenses for courier service to Hungary, .
Czechoslovakia, Rumenia, Germany, Northern Italy, Holland, . R
Belgium, and France," Number Four, "Minor contributions to

orcanlzatwons doing small scale border work, iheluding- cost-

of false papers, temporary maintenance, transportation." You

3| see that was part of the work. "Special grants" he says
2| agaln, "particularly to political groupé or their represen-
-5 | tatives to»find flight hiding false papers of endancered

——-- ¢ | persons, 0rants to secure co- operation in such DrOUrams

e
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Number Seven, "Majof grants." This ran into $200,000, "Majof
grants to organizatlons to cover the many expenses involved
in rescue and relief operatlons, tempofary maintenance, hid-
ing false papers, copying minor officials' papers at frontlers
for persecuted and endangered persons, particularly Jewilsh,
in ¥azi occupied territory," and so on down the line, I won't
bore you but you can get from that that work had been golng
on all the time, This is an offlecial document, a'simple,
stale report lying in the files at Washington in tge Treasury

Building.
Now, on the other end of the line in- Sweden, the War

Refugee Board had a representative there, ir. Olsen, Now Mr.

.Olsen submitted a casual report wayrback'in November of !44,

Because one part ‘of it is interesting tdday, since the dis-

appearance of a great young Swedlsh humanitarian, Paul Walleh-

berg, I think you W%uld be inﬁerested in what our repreéena:;
tative repo£ted back{in November of last year in whicbrﬁe
mentions Mr. Wallenbérg. He said, "The Hungariaﬁ'rescue and.
relilef operations of this program went extremely well and

based on information avallable here, probaﬁly was'the most
constructive action initiated from anywhere for the'reliéf of
Hungarian Jews." The keyéfone of fhe‘entireroﬁeraticn_waS',
the willingness of the Swedish foreign 6ffice,to assigﬁ an.
Vattacbé to his légaﬁion in Budapest, éxclusively for tﬁe pﬁr-,_
pose of initiating relief actions for Hungarian JeWs;; Ther

attache sent Paul Wallenberg who was personally knbwn:to,us .

g
-
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and was, in fact, our dhoioe--very energetic, great Initiative,
and regourcefulness, and sincerely concerned wlth the urgency
of the problem. Despite the face that he was constantly ridl-
culed by the Hungarian Nazis, he left no stone unturned in
pressing for conditions of greater safety and comforﬁ for as
Qany Hungarian Jews as possible, The first major action
initiated was to get as many Hungarian Jews as possib;e under -
Swedish protection. Such protective papers were 1ssded to all .
Hungarian Jews who had relatives or close friends In Sweden or
had long established business connections with Sweden. Approx-

imately six thousand persons were found eligible out of thou-
sands of apblications filed.

The next step wﬁs to get this group released frpm a
series of stringent §rue1tie§ imposed upon the Jews and mbve
them into areas of greater comparative safety. Consequentl%,
this plan not only-br;aght considerably more ;afety'andvcoﬁ— L
fort to this groupAbuf @ade available a fairly large group :—7
free to render a hand té bring relief to thelr less fortunafe
assoclates. 7 7 7 7 ‘ )

After as many as posslble hadrbeen_broughtiundef Swedish
protection activities switched to a series of relief projecﬁs.
This was relief to find Qertain foods4andrclothing;‘éstablish_
ment of community housing facilitiles and organizing hospital-
facilities. Several thousand Jews benefited from these

activities not only physically but as a strong moral factor.

7Throughout the entire period the Swedlsh Legation

¥
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treatment of the Jews. . B F

been working.

13,

maintained ;ncreasing pressure upon Hungarian authorities,r
not only with respect to the group it was protecting, but In
conrrection with the overall official policy of Hungarian

authorities towards the Jews. Unquestionably these efforts

have done much to prevent the introduction of even more savage

I am sorry to tell you that young Wallenberg, the scion
of one of the greatest banking diplomatic families in Sweden,
thirty-one years of age, an architect, a student in one of our
American colleges, who threw himself boldly into this work in 
Budapest, disappeared tﬁree days before the declsration of the.
end of hostilities between Hungary dnd the Allies, and hgs
not been located yet. ‘] A

This, ladies and gentlemen, is just a picture so that you

can see that your agenciestho financed—these actiﬁitie3'have

not been remiss. They havé-been on their toes. They havet;

¢

Now you take ahother example of where the War Refugee'i
Board and the agencles worked hand in hand. Back in February
of this year when I first came to the War Refugee Board thér
information at that time was clear-that there was no more massh
extermination. The Germans had abandoned 1%, They had found'
a better way, a more succeésful way. It ﬁas'great for:the

Germans when they had the exterminations, Tbey got clothes

from the victims, plles of shoes, niles of clothes in reason- -

ably good condition, and they-kept othqr=Jews alive to.clean. | .
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the clothes or mend them and send them back. It wés gfeat
fun to éee these unfortunate woﬁen going through the plles of
clothing of their relatives and their friends and their
brothers. The German mind enjoyed it so much so that one of
the extermination chambers had a glass'panel 80 that you could
look in. You have seen panels of that kind in bfoadcgsting
stations. . :

There is a rumor that is not quite verified yet but it
is strong on good authority, that on the occasion of one of
these orgles of sxterminations in the gas chamber a high Nazir
official came there to see 1t, and a carnital spirit filled
the air. A band of music Dlayed while he sat and looked in on
the unfortunate ones- 301n to their death, dgnd at all this
sorting out of clotnlng, little shoes, in many cases. Bablés
were sent into these cﬁambers just like the grown-ups, Somé
day, some writer and some director worthy of it, will produce
the story, keeping in mind that the 1esson will have to be
perpetuated for all the generations so that it must never
happen again.

You will have to make a picture some day of a woman who
sorted out the clothing of those who had gone to the- chamber—°
and 1in her sadness saw one little garment that only she could

recognize, You will have to t;anslate i1t to the. screen. You

will have to show it., It will be a job to do. You will have

to translate for posterity her flnding of & 31lent llttle

| garment that sooke to her ‘with all the penetrating agonies offi:

~
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mother love. The Germans enjoyed it, they loved it, They
got the band of music and there was a carnival spirit in the

alr when this was dons,

Now the Germans don't have a éarnival any more. "Patton
and Hodge are around one corner, Russia is around the other _
corner. Lines are getting shorter. Housing is not avallable,
food is not available, 80 they leave them on the sidewalk to
die from exposure or starvation, and that is what is going on.

Now the War ‘Refugee Board had this problem, How to get
food inside the lines to feed them." First of all, we had to
have the machinery with which'to tgke'in the food., We used

‘the International Red Cross. we first went to our board--

the Secretary of State, the Seéretary of War, and the'Secretary

of Treasury--and we pointed out the condition, the helpless
condition, of these people, agd_ﬁg asked permissiﬁn to éét
food in to them. The International Red Cross said all right,
but now we had no food, We had nostrucks; we had no gasoline;
we had nothing.,  We made another application to our . army,

again, a unilateral approach. We purchased from stock piles

of food eleven hundred tons of it. We got from our army,

from General Eisenhower, two thousand gallons of gas a week, =

We got grease and oil and tires and local trucks and ladies

and gentlemen, for the last four or five weeks our: food has

gone into these camps. We can't tell you yet how many sur-'

vived because of . that, but the food was there,. and some
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Now the big point in my going into the work of the agene-

clies is this: +that in describing 1t to you as I have done I
am hoping that you will get the picture of agencles really

at work all the way through from 1933 down to today,Awith the

emphasis all the time on rescue, Now I also want you to feel

from their activities the momentary lives of ‘these people
day by day down to today. How could people who havefgone
throucb that mucb be normal, natural beople? o

One time 1in the early days in Brooklyn where I wis a
magistrate, there was a man who was & keeper of wild fowl,
wild 1life, who was a very cold type of person. He wanted
everyone that he arrested to get their five-dollar fine or
ten days in jail, He insisted on that, and it got to a point
where everyons arouna the court hated him because he was 30!
cold. Then one cold day in the littlé court house on Penn-
sylvania Avenue in Brooklyn he stands before me, demanding

a jall sentence for two ‘men for interferring with a 1ive

wild duck that had become frozen on the ice. He opened up his
coat and said, "Judge, I want you-to see they are damsging,
what they are Interferring with," and he had a live ﬁild

duck inside of his coat with 163 eyes half open.’ Qiié takes a
little milk, puts 1t into the palm'of bisrhandraﬁd he'ffiQS‘
to get the little bird to drink 1t. -He said, "You see, this

bird is too hungry for ordinafy food We have to nurse it

iback to & point where it can take ordinary food " And he i

pressed the point. e got it, ﬂe was 8 new man to usr
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where his own heart's blood would warm 1t. e had given 1t

-1939, who are people, not wild birds, You have to first nurse

that L am speaking about need care, They need special care,

17.
He had taken this wild hungry, cold thing, and placed it

affection, and forever aftefward we respected him for it,
Now the new job for 1945 concerns these one million People

who have been saved from the tortures of the dammed since

them to a point where they can eat., You have to give them
more thah that. 1ou have got to glve them hope., You have
got to take the dariness away from them. You have got to i
bring into their lives sunlight, When you have that much
done you have their children to train, That is the problem

you have for 1945,

Now, during the course of the drive some cynicgal peréoné
will say, "Well, the inter-governmental agencies will take

care of them." of course, xhey will. Some day they will get
an agreement on what to do. * By the time the proposals and
counter proposals have been fqnally deélded and the inter-
national minds have met, you won't have any Problem if you N
walt that long, They will be Qead, That will take care of
the problem.

This problem is an immediate one., This million people

They need inmediate care and it has got to be done in 1945
and it must be done by the agencies that have been doing it',"
right along.

. When the last shot is fired, and it isg about fired,—fhé
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War Refugee Board will go out of business. We have no terms
referring to exlstence longer than the end of the war. That
will throw the responsibility back on th@.shoulders of your
agencles. 1t would be a swell thing and a grand appeal if we

could go over to General Eisenhower like our Congress or the

. Parlisment has done, so that we could not only see, we could

smell the conditions. I am oreséing that point because that
is the one element you can't get into your motlon plctures,
but you can 1f you go there. If we could see them and thelr
condition you wouldn't need a speech and they ﬁouldn't need a
special advocator. You would help. lf one of them were here
or in your home so that you "could see how sick he was or she
was in mind and body, 1f you knew how much could be abolished
by placing your cool hand upon & poor fevered brow, Aif you
nad them here to see how- 31ck they were, that would be the-
appeal., No words would match that appeal. All talk would
be inadequate. That would pe the real thing, but you can't
have that. The only thing is to talk to you about 1%, and to
ffy torémphasize for you over and over again the necessity,
the emergency, that this year places before youf agencieé;]

I won't detain you any longer. You. have been patient.

I am grateful to you for 1isten1ng to me. You will sfiare,

won't you? Good night. (Standing applause.)
EDDIE CANTOR: On behalf of the ladies and
gentlemen gathered here tonight I :.do want to-thank you. We -

shall long remember. your talk. You have painted a very vivid
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pleture of what is going on in Europe, especially among our

people, and I promise you falthfully that we will not forget.

S
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WAB REFUGEE BOARD

0 ‘ : Executive Office of the President
Washington
BELEASE NO, 18 .

(The following address by William O'Dwyer,
Executive Dirsctor of the War Refugee Board, .
before the opening meeting of the 1945 i
campaign of the United Jewish Welfare Fund i f
of ‘Los Angeles,.at the Hotel Ambassador, Los . i
Angeles, is scheduled for delivery at 9 p.m,.

Pacific War Time, Tuesday, May 1, 1945, ahd
is for release at that time,) o : P

:

It is a high privilege for me to ‘be here tonight to help the Unlted
Jewish Welfare Fund of Los Angeles raise the funds required for its 1945
programs. I hesitated before accepting your invitation, because of the
great responsibility that it entailed, but I felt that it was my duty
to present to you, no matter how inadequate my words may be for this
occasion, the immensity of the needs of; the 1,000,000 Jews saved fron

the enemy since 1939, I am in a position to know that it is largely R ; T
through your generosity, and of the Jews.throughout America, that so many =
were saved, ! ~

b

I am deeply appreclatlve of the fact that funds are needed for the
relief of Jews now in countries other than Europe. When the war actually
began in 1939, more than 800,000 Jews had already been rescued from the
grip of the Nazis and removed to safety. They have had time to take: root
in the countries of their adoption and today do not present. problems of
emergency proportions. It was a good thing that Palestine absorbed more .
than 300,000 of these people and provided them w1th the opportunlty to :

. become self-respecting human belngs. -

The emergency for 1945 is created by the miliion Jews .saved since
1939 and now in Europe, broken down 1n body and splrlt who are 1n dlre
need of special and immediate care. L .

During the last several war years, the emphasis; in the appeals
that have been made to you, has been placed on the work of reseue from
enemy control. The time has come when, thanks to our armies: and ‘thanks. -+~
to everyone who has aided in the complete victory over: the _enemy, - thls,wo
of rescue is coming to an end. The emphasis tonight must be: dlrected

" the task of keeping alive and rehabilitating the saved peo it

: In order for us to realizé the emergency character end 1mmed1ate
of ‘the one million Jews in Europe saved since 1939, e mustrfully unde
~stand what they have- gone thrqugh. Twelve years ago th‘ { mill
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Jews in Europe, outside of Russia, living with their families in reasonable ; :
security and happiness. They had their work and family problems just as ;
_you and I. Then suddenly out of the depths of human depravity an evil.- o
force struck with unprecedented ferocity at these 6 million defenseloss

men, women and children. The greatest military force the world had - -
" heretofore seen, a vast scientific knowledge, and the méthodical German

mind were directed towards the complete extermination of these people.

At least 5 million Jews were deatroyed and turned into fertlllzer for-

enemy soil, and there remain today one million Jews in Europe, alive,

For years, these survivors have lived through torments and agonies:
that our minds cannot comprehend., Some of them were born in cages and .
do not yet know that there are in this world people of great hearts and- i
generosity, who are ready to bring to them oil for their wounds, food : i
and clothing for their bodies, shelter from the cold, solaoe for tnelr
souls, and hope for t1e future. .

These helpless ones who, up to now have attracted the sympathy of the
humane world, must not be forgotten in the joy of our' imminent complete
v1ctory over the common enemy in Europe. - -

Let us go back tc that evil day, 12 years ago, when Hitler and his
gang pinpointed their attack on the Jews within Germany. That attack,
it is now recognlzed by all, was deliberately planned and executed and theﬂ*
beginning of the more general attack against the freedom—lov1ng peoples :
. of the world, R :
In the first phase, the Nazis succes51vely took away the property
of their Jewish victims, denationalized them and forced them into slave
labor. In the second phase, coming to a peak in 1943, they used the -
process of extermination camps, gas chambers and crematoria.

You must remember that during all these 12 years, the surv1vors :
of this holocaust have lived through every bit of that Nazi- program; .
down to the days when they saw their friends walk into the gas chambers - . =« .-
and their ashes taken out of the crematoria in buckets. There was never - -. . =
a day in the last 3 or 4 years when these agonized people d1d not feel
that each day was their 1ast on this earth, alive. - S -

The agencies that are asking for your support tonlght sav the
impending doom of the Jews of Europe years ago and they arose to the:
occasion. The steps they took to save these people ‘can not ‘be. told in,
the short time at my dlsposal.

As country after country in Burope was. ovefrun by'the Gérmaﬁ militar;
machine, private agencies brought out as many as. possible to safety. Up
to October, 1941, it was.still possible, in some:caes, to oblain: legal
exit from German-occupled.countrles ‘but in- that month, legal ‘exit Wwas:
stopped by express :German commanda.. From that tlme ofn no: Jew Wlth1 'the ;
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‘German lines had any hope of 'escape, except through the underground and
resistance movements.

These underground and resistance groups had %o be financed and your:
agencies took care of-that, Heroic mén and women of the underground
accepted their dangerous mission with outstanding stoicism and energy..
The leaders were tracked down by the Gestapo, as they well knew they
would be. They were tortured and executed and they foresaw. that too,
And when they were gone, new leaders, wall knowing the fate in store for
them, arose to carry on. . . ;

. At this point, I want to pay humble tribute to the heroicfleadora
of Jewry within enemy lines. Many had visas in their pockets and could
have gone out to safety but refused to abandon their unfortunate brothers.
Just think of it, many of them actually came through the lines to Portugal
and other neutral countries to consult with representatives of your :
agencies. They were begged not to go back to certain death, but they
returned to their posts in German territory to bring-aid and comfort to-
their people. Some of the martyrs who died at their posts were Hirsch,
Meyerheim and Seligson of Germany; Raol Lambert. of France; Friedman:of -
Czechoslovakia; Neustadt and Gilterman of Poland and innumerable others,
I bow in reverent memory to these heroes who went to their dea+hs in
defense of humanity. .

In developing underground rescue, prlvate agencies had to guard -
against any activity that might impede or endanger-the wan effort and
the war aims. I can say §Qr them that their first concern has always been
the winning of the war. "f ;

You know how, for example, when the soup kitchens in Germsn-occupied -~
Poland were established, yolr agencies devised a method to do this without:
allowing the Germans to obtain any American dollars from thém. You khow -~
how German marks were accepted from Jews in Germany in return for dollar’
credits which they would receive when they left Germany, and how these
German marks were used to purchase Pbllsh currency with which to- buy the -
food for the soup kltchens. . N

The establishment of the War Refugee Board on Jamiary 22, 1944, by
our late President was an important event in the.work tc save oppressed
people from the hands of the enemy. The directive which Pr931dont e
Roosevelt gave in setting up the Board was to carry out the policy. of .
this governmont "to take all measures within its power to Tescue the.
victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death and
otherwise to afford such victims all possible- relief -and mssistance. con- .

-sistent with the successful prosecution of the waTr," Thus," 1t‘becam he'~

. expressed pollcy-of the government of the United States to save the lives.
of civilian victims from the enemy and to utilize its full force and
prestige to that end. It was a unilateral action, and therefore unlque 1n
this war which is a combined operation of many nations. <For President
Roosevelt 1t was a symbol of our h1gh purposes in enterlng the Worl
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) 3 and history will understand the heart, the mind, and the humanity that
wag Franklin Delano Roosovelt, - :

Inmediately after its establishment, the War Refugee Board called in L
the private agencies. The Board thereaftor coordinated and direécted all
programs for rescue and relief, The War Refuges Board enlisted all
governmental agencies, including United. States. diplomatic missions, that
could help to carry out this government's policy to save the oppressed
minorities under German control, It now became possible for the agencies,
- under special licenses, to communicate with persons in ‘enemy countries,.
to transmit funds through underground channels, to facilitate the pagsage - o
of refugees through neutral countries, and to ship food purchased in )
neutral countries into. the concentration camps., ’ ¢ .

This partnership of the War Refugee Bosrd and the private agencigs
was responsible for the rescue from the enemy of many thousands of lives.
I have time to mention only a few of the outstanding projectss We have
here thrilling stories of courage, tenacity, hardship and tragedy. Seven
thousand Jews were brought out from the German-controlled Balkens to - - - .
safety and a new life in Palestine. To rescue these people, the Jewish
Agency for Palestine, in cooperation with the Joint Distribution Committeo,
chartered tiny boats in Turkey which sailed the Black See without the -
protection of safe conducts and overloaded with people willing to face -
any hazard to attain a safe haven. Tragically, one of these small vessels
was sunk by enemy fire just off the Turkish shores, and over 300 Balkan S
refugees were lost, : ’ . . g

Many thousands of persecutéd anti-Nazis were brought adross the
Norwegian forests to safety in Siyeden, This program was organized and
sponsored by labor groups in the United States. Several hundred: persons
in Baltic countries under -German control were brought out to Sweden by small
fishing vessels and motor launches clandestinely plying the Baltic Seas,

Thousands of Jews ‘were brought-from German~occupied France and =~
Czechoslovakia, and from Austria and Hungary to safety in Switzerland and .-
Spain. -Their rescue was effected by many,American relief agencies,
Christian and Jewish alike, including the American Friends Service -
Committee, the Unitarian Service Committee, the International Rescue and’
Relief Committee, tho World Jewish Congress, and the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis. The Joint Distribution Committee poured millions into these
hazardous operationg. . :

Several thousand orphaned Jewish children in France were kept alive
by means of funds sent from Switzerland under special licenses of this .
Government.. The funds were used to maintain these .ehildren-in conventsy - =
schools and private homes by compassionate Christians, Cetholic and-. B
Protestant alike, - - o '

_ Many thousands more of the one million survivihg JQWé—in;Eurppéipwa7f ;
their lives in large part to the extraordinary measures taken by the Board - .
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to éafeguard and protect them while they remeined under enemy control, ,
The full story of these measures cannot yet. be told, .

I now want to tell you of a striking example of the democritic -
workings of our government that fell within my. own personal experience,..
When I came to the War Refugee Board around February lst of this year, -
the Allies were closing in on the enemy, and the distance between the
eastern and western fronts was daily getting shorter and shorter. It -
became obvious that the continucus success of the Allied armies was rapidly
decreasing. the housing facilities and food supply available .tc. the enemy,
disrupting his transportation, and causing a huge - concentration of  people
in his remaining territory. We considered it certain that, under these
conditions, the Nazis would decide that it was easier and more expedient
to let their victims die of exposure and starvation, instead of exterm-
inating them directly. These victims now ineluded all those whom the Nazis
no longer could use as slave labor, as well as -those already in various
stages of illness. Fearing that that would happen, I as Executive Director
of the War Refugee.Board, on the 20th of February of this year, presented
the following to the Boards - : . - - .

"MEMORANDUM to: Secretary Stettinius .-
Secretary Morgenthau
Secretary Stimson

"Our best information indicates that, while the enemy has abahdoned
wholesale extermination of detainees, large numbers of the physically
unfit are now in immifient danger of death due to é%arvation,reprshre :
and.deliberate neglect.. The actual numbers are unknown and are believed
to be changing daily, i ' T

"Food, medicines an& clothing must be distributed to such detainees‘ B ©i
atonce if their lives are to be saved. They should bs removed, if possible, R
to safety in Switzerland without unnecessary delay. . R :

"The International Red Gross is our only means of direct éohtact .
with the camps. Operations can best be conduqted—frqm Switzerland. ..

"The War Refugee Board is requested~po authgriie its'represéntétiveﬁ
to obtain the necessary cooperation of :the International Red-Cross and
of* the Swiss Government, : S e U

"The War Refugee Board is furfher requested ‘to apprqvexthat tﬁéi”
hecessary food, medicines and transportation equipment be made available. -

. to the International Red Cross by the Swiss Government-againgt -our: - -
od:

promise of repayment or replénishment after thbfwar,i It -is understo
that private funds are available for the necessary: finaneing,h:

) Then and there on that-date, the:$ecrétaries'6f1Sthfe;:Tré§sﬁr&?
War, the members of the Board, approyed this proposal.. We found that i
order to get food: into the engmy!s;tery;tpry'wq}had to ‘have’ trucks; ga blenq
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fuel, oil and tires, and on March 2lst our War Department recommended to
General Eisenhowor that he provide the Board with 2,000 gallons of gasolene
weekly and oil and some tires. This General Elsenhower did. Shortly .
thereafter, trucks were rolling out of Switzerland for German concentration -
cemps with many tons of War Refugee Board food parcels. -

: Early last month, the Board was faced with the exhaustion of the
1,000 tons of food it had sent to Sweden and Switzerland. Soon it would
have trucks, but no food. Once again the United States Army saved the =
situation. On request of the Board, the Army sold the Board 1,130 tons f

of food already in Switzerland. ;

This food is now going forward through the International Red Cross
to the concentration camps in the south of Germany. The International  #
Red Cross now has representatives stationed in the major concentration
camps for the purpose of supervising and distributing this food.

I suggest and strongly contend that humanity will not Iorget the
America of our dey which, despite the demands made upon its human”and
material resources by thls greatest of all wars, still had the  interest
and the will.to bring aid to those who would otherwise have been forgotten
and have had no hope of surv1val. o

A great-part of this evening, I have talked about the efforts of your
_agenoles and your govermment to save vichtims of Nazi oppression. We are
coming to the end of the war in Eufope whlch will terminate the work of
the War Refugee Board.

It is true that even now the governments of the United Nations are.
giving consideration to the final relocation of the people displaced by
the war. We have no doubt that sooner or later an orderly solution will
result. We must remember, however, that combined operations aiong nations
are complex and require time. It is most fortunate that there exist :
private agencies which are ready immediately to step into the breach,

) We must not for a moment forget that the million Jewish-survivors while
living are barely alive. Too many of these first vigtims have lived so
long and suffered so much under Nazi cruelties and -starvation that they
need immediate and extraorainary care to have even a chance to attain -
normal physical or mental health. Reports of eyewitnesses dispel any

doubt that may exist as to the condition of all who survived the Nazi
concentration camps. I will read you one report by an Americen war- . o
correspondent who actually saw and spoke to those found at Bergen Belsen

as late as April 2l1sts . . s e

"I sav Belsen == its pilles of lifeless dead and its aimless swarms
of living dead. Their great eyes were Just anlmal llghts in skln— T
covered skulls of-famine,

/"
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"Some were dying of typhus, some of typhold, some of tuberculosis,
but most were just dying of starvation. Starvation -- the flesh on their
bodies had fed on itself until here was no'flesh left, just skin coverlng
bones and the end of all hope, and nothing left to feed on."

General Eisenhower with his usual wisdom invited representatives of
the Congress of the United States to view these herror camps and extermination
centers in Cormany. The reason is simple, Nsither oratory nor the written
word, nor the motion plcture can tell the story in quite the samg way as
actually seeing it with one'‘s own eyes. I know that from hav1ng seen and
smelled the 350 bodies of civilian men, women and children, machine-gunned-
and sealed in a catacomb in Italy. I was there the day the tomb was
discovered. A ’ )

I wish all of us in this room could be shown the camps through which
these people have passced so that we might better understand their terror
of yesterday and their hopslessness of today and tomorrow. But since
this cannot be done, I wish that each one of you had in your own home, at
your own fire<*. cnz’ of thewe egonized survivors. His presence, hisg
Very appeatsuu; wo1id Selt ' story of his sifferings and his needs.
far betier than caa bs done by wcrds. You could then see how sick he
is.-in-his wind and an his tody. You could see his terror of the past and
his dread of th: carkness:os his unknown future. No words of mine could
match that sproal. - ’ L

Tresz peogle are orlj‘hglf alive. It w111 take everything that you
can give.tc bring them back to normal health. Your agencies, particularly
the Joint Distribution Commiftee and the United Palestine Appeal, have
the experience and the traineg persomnel to do a good job. They need-
money with wirizh to do it and you must see “hem through. :
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President of Welfare Fund: SAMUEL GOLDWYN Treasurer: DAVID MAY- I Execulive Dif clor: LEO GALLIN

April 16, 1945

Brigadier General William J. Q'Dwyer
War Refugee Board
Weshington, D. C. L )

Dear General O'Dwyer:

We have just received confirmation on hotel re-
servations for you and for Miss Hodel at the Ambassador Hotel,
beginning April 27. There were no accomodations st the Biltmore,
which seems to have been your first preference; let me assure = -
you, however, our visitors find the Ambassador the most aomfort: -
able and convenient hotel in Los Angeles. Both our May 1 and
Mey 2 meetings, by the way, will be held in the large Embassy
Room of the Ambassador, which should be an additional oonvenienoe.'

We are all 1ookingnforwardft9 your arrival,

LEQ GALLIN
Executive Director . -

1G1BG




APR 14 1945

Denr Mr, Gallin:

S

In reply 0 your telegram of April 1lth,
I send you herewith a summary of General O'Duyer's @
activities while in Italy which I have procured
from the Foreign Economic Administration. There
should, of course, be no‘rerefence to. the Foreign .
Economie Administration ag. the source of this
material in any public reléase. I uniefstand thaﬁ
the New York office of the Jﬂc has sent you bi- -
ographical data and nhotographs.

Sincerbly yours,

[31gnag) Florence Hoqey

Florence Hodel
Asglstant Exeeutive Director

Mr. Leo Gallin, o
Exeoutive Director, -
United Jewish Welfare Pund,

933 South Broadvway,

Los Angeles 15, Calif

Enclosure .

- 9’9‘ .FH':hq. 4/14/45,,
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STANDARD FORM NO. 14A . - p G100 memm T
APPRO\::;I{?;E;:? DT ' - WASHINGTON

War Refugee Board

TE L E G R A M ’ CHARGE TRRMOCKIUIREXNOIL, AFPROPRIATION FOR k

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES 1161800, Salaries & Expanaea B’RB , 1948

(The nppropnntlon from which payable must be stated on above lme)

. B. COYRENMINT PATNIING OFFICK 2—14117

¥r. Leo Gallin

Exeoutive Direotos

United Jewish Welfare Funa
239 South Broadway

Loa Angeles 18, Calir.

General O‘Dvyer and I will now srrive Los Angalu April 28 immml or
Aprn 7. Please advise Ambassador Hotel.

'(smea)‘mrmornom

norenco Hodol e
Aniatnut Execut.tve mx'ntor
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"‘S‘TANDARD FORM No, 144

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT ° -
MARcH 10, 1926 N WASHINGTON

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT A‘BATES

Mr. Leo Gallin . o T—
Executive Direotop “

United Jowish Welfare pung
932 South Broadway

Los Angeles 15, Calir,

=
€

General O'Dwyer anda I

¥1ll now arrive Loe An
April g7,

geles April 28 ingtead of
Please sdviase Ambaggador ﬁbtei;

18y S
Qunyg) ’lomn“ '
s

Florence Hodel
Assistant Executive DPirector




Dear Mr, Gallin:

1 have received your letter of Marsh 31, .
1946, ooncerning the meetings which you have schedulgd
for May 1lst and 2nd for the opening of your 1945 Cam<
palgn. I am happy to be able %o be Your speaker on
these occasions,

I plan to arrive in Los Angeles the worning
of April 27th, accompanied by Milss Florence Hodel,
Asslatant Exeeutive Director of the Board, . 1 would -
greatly appreoiate your making reservations for two.
sultes at the Blltmore Hotel from April 27th. through
May 2nd. 5 . )

Very truly youre,

RRER FO

ALEE T
H

Williem O'Dwyer
Executive Director

Mr. Leo Gallin,

Executlve Director,

Unlted Jewish Welfare Fund,
939 South Broadway,

Los Angeles 15, Qalif,

FH:hd * 4/6/46




WILLIAM O'DWYER

Born - Ireland, 1890, Arrived in New York, 1910.

Police Department, New York Oity, patrolman -, 19L7~1924.

Graduated Fordham Lsw B8chool, 1923. '

Resigned Pollice Department to practics law, 1926. - E '

Appointed City Magietrate, 1932. Ohief interest was orime
prevention. Assigned in 1935 to newly formed Adoleecent
Court, an experiment in orime preventlon. .

Appointed by Governor Lehman to Kings Oounty Gourt bénoh, 1958;
Eleotdd for full l4-year term in 1938. ; '

- Elécted District Attorney, Kings Oounty, 4-year term,_in,19§9.

SLRJ»‘\ﬁQUa, DLLJ{Lﬂ /7S w5

v.‘L.l .
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Appointed Exeoutive Direotor of the War Refugee Board,

Defeated by LaGuardia for Mayor of New York in 1941,

Entered army as Major, June 1, 1942. Served wilth Alir- Oorps :
-under General Bennett E. Meyers and General Oliver B. thols,
Proourement Branch, o .

3

Promoged to Lt. Colonel, Novémbob 1942. Full Colonel, Septomber E
1943, ) .

Assligned to Allied Control Gommission, Italy, June 1944, as
ranking American Officer. Vice President of annomic
Sectlion. .

Promoted to Brigedier General, August 3, 1944,

November, 1344, whlle in the army, reelected Diatrict Attornoy -
of Klngs Gounty without opposition. : .

January 27, 1945. Resigned commission to aooapt
aesignment@ ) . :

Sas LA_/» ‘4» I;_,\a_u_.i,e/)
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Compoaign Chairman: MAX FIRESTEIN President of Welfare Fund: SAMUEL GOLOWYN Treasurer: DAVID MAY/I '+~ Executive Director: L0 GALLIN
; j -
President, Community Council )
JUDSE HARRY A. HOLLZER ) /
Chairmen, Advonce Gifts N z -
LEONARD CHUDACOFF . March 31, 1945 .

hairman, Trades and Professions
JULIUS FLIGELMAN

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

foﬁ{ﬁ“s“@ﬁ“ﬁf General William O'Dwyer

FARRY B .

NATHAN BENSON War Refugee Board S I

MARK C.' BLOOME Yashington, D. C.

1ARK CARTER Dear General O'Dwyer:
MRS, JOSEPH K. FERGUSGN
ANK

AW e R . We are delighted to learn from national headquarters of

t‘s'o'}qu'gfn%ksm the Joint. Distribution Committee that you have graciously consented

AARON GORDoISTEN - to be our’speaker on May lst and May 2nd, for the two openingmeet-

HERMAT FoMs ings of our 1945 campaign. . o ’ -

LR Tiare oS Cel - . ) .

DRWRERSTMAN | vy .+ “%We are scheduling two opening meetings, as we did lagt.

VIAGRICE HiRko "N vear effectively, because we are able to get a rather complete turn~ .

5% NGRS M- HOFFMA out of the Motion Picture group, if their opening dinner is-not merged -

PINCHES KA with the general community opening. Last year we had over 400 Motion

R IAC s B Picture peoplé on May lst, including nearly all the leading figures’

- HiORRiS ContER of the industry. The results of the May 1st meeting this ‘year das

HENRT T AN last will be announced at the general opening on Mey 2nd, which was:

;A»{zgéanfl\)rg(XRMélﬁLAlse,HN:N attended by = capacity dinner crowd of over 1200.peop1é. ) v : :
JAGOB MALER - - B T LT i
TOM MAY \&LM . 7 S
Eavedy KRR . At last year's dinner on Mey 2nd, we were able to announce:: -

RWIN A NEUARL $850,000 toward our 42,000,000 ‘goal, which was subsequently-surpassed - -

Bl Lo QRTON by e small margin. This year ve are hopeful of resching $1,500,000. .

ORCAR oo . by the end of the May 2nd meeting - an amount“which will insure the-

e S PELTON success of our $3,000,000 cempeign this yeéar. ' The Motion Picture = .:”

A A E ANz group accounts for approximately 25% of the -total ‘raised, and we are - -

oD N R REATHAL certain that with you as the -speaker, we will attract a meximum erowd . -

YA . on esch night and achieve the highest possible results. T R

JAMES L. SAPHIER - R -

SAMUEL SAWELSON . We were espescially anxious to. have you as' our cempai

LUDWIG SCHIFF S

R i WARTZ speaker this year, not only because we are ‘secking.a record sum, pri
NP SHORE marily for overseas relief, rescue end rehabilitation; but in’ additio
JULial M. SIEROTY because the job we do in los Angeles will have an impect on'all the:

MENDEL 8. SILBERBERG
N SIMON -~

PRTQR IMON - communities in the United States. In our opinion, there- 1§ no one
- B A _ - P L] AL
JUDGE IRVIN STALMQ;STER the entire country who could do a .comparably effective Job- in:Los

THEODORE STRIMLIN 3
SHINE Angeles. - s R

WALTER F. WANGER -
EBER"

ADOLPH WEINBERG . =
WOLFE WILDER
SAMUEL 5. WOLFSON
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We are mindful of the many demands that are made on your
valuable time, and we are therefors particularly appreciative of
your acceptance.

Will you please let us know as soon as possible the date
and time of your arrivsl %n Los Angeles,rand whether you would like

us to make hotel reservations for you and any others %hat mpy be in -

your party3 ;
!

Again, many thanks for your gracious cooperation,

LEO GALLIN
Executive Director

Lt










It is a high privilege for me to
be here tonight to help the United Jewish
Welfare Fund of Los Angeles raise the , : f
funds requirea for its 1945 programs, . ‘ #
I b&sitated before acceﬁting your in-
vitation, becausé of the great responsi-
b%lity that it ent;ileu, bu% I felt that
it was my duty to.péé@ent to you,.no:
matter how inadeqﬁate iy words may be
for this occaéion, the immengity of the
needs of the 1,000,000 Jews saved.frqm
the enemy since 1939. T am in a position
.torknow that it is‘largely through your
- generosity, and of the Jews throughout

America, that so many were -saved.
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I am deeply appreciative of the
fact that funds are needed for.the re-
lief of Jews now in countries other than
Europe. When the war actually began inA
1939, more thag 800,000 Jews had already

“been rescued from fhe‘g?ip,of the Nazis
and removed to‘éafety. AThey have hed

time to take rpof%in the countries

of their adoption and today do not pre-

sent probiems of emergency proportions.
It was a good thing that Palestine ab-
sorbed more than 300,000 of these people

" and provided them with the opportunity

to become self-respecting human beings. i

The emergency fbf_l945 fsrcféatea _ 
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by the million Jews saved since 1939
and now in Europe, broken down in‘body
and spirit who %re in dire need of special
and immediate care,

During the last several war years;
the emphasis,‘in the appeals that have'-
been made to ygg, has been blaced on the
work of rescué.ézbm enemy control, The

~ time has:come when: thanks to our armies
and thanks to everyone who has aided in
the complete victory over thejenemy,vthis

work of rescue is coming to an end. The

emphasis tonight must be directed to the

. task of keeping alive and rehabilitating 'if'

~ET

‘the saved péople.'

. In order for us to realize the =~ - -
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emergency character and immediaté need
" of the one million Jews in Eufopq saved
since 1939, we must fully understand
what they have gone through. Twelve”
years ago there were 6Amillion Jeﬁs in -
Europe, outside‘of Rugsiu, living with
their families in;reasonable éecurity

and happiness, They had their work

and Tamily pfobléms fgst as you and I.
VThen'suddenly out of £he cepths of humen
depravity an evil force struck with une
precedentéa ferocity at these 6 million
defenseless men, women and children,

The greatest military force the world -

had heretofore seen, a vast scientific = -
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knowledge, and the methodicul German ' A o
mind were directed towards the complete
extermination of these people, At
least 5 million Jews were destroyea and
turnqd into fertiliger for enemy Soil,
and thers remain toaay one million Jews
in Europe, alive.

1

For yeagf, these survivors have.
lived thr;ughiforment% and agonies that
our minds cannot comprehend. Some of
them were born in cages andrdo'not yetr
know that there are in this wérla'peoble -
of gréat hearts and genérosity? ﬁhoraréA
ready to bring to them oil fogrthéir

~ wounds, food and clothingfor their
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bodies, shelter from the cold, solace
for their souls, and hope for the future,
These hélpless ones who, up to now
have attracted the s&mpathy of the humeane
world, must not be forgotten in the'jox
of our iﬁm;hené complete victory over the

common enemy in Europe,

Let us'ggiback to that evil day,

12 years ago, w%en Hitler and his gang
Pinpointed their attack on the Jews within :
Germany;‘ That attack, it is nbw,recognizqd?
by all, was deliberately‘plannedrand ex-
ecuted ané the beginning of the more .

general attack against therfféedom-loving L

»

~

peoples of the qula. 77

In the first phase, the Nazis
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successively took away the property of :

their Jewish victims, denationalized

then and forced them inte sléve labor,

In the second phase, coming to a peak -

in 1943, they used the process of extermi-

nation camps, gaé chambers end crematoria,
¥ou must rem;mbervthat dﬁring all .

these 12 years;‘fh;:survivorsuoftﬁis ”

hplocaust have 1ivedgthrough Qvery'bit

of that Nezi program; down to the days -

when they saw their friends walk into;ther'

‘gas chambers and their ashes taken out: 

of the crematofiarin'buckéts. There. B

was never a day in the ;ast 3 or -4 years

~-
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when these agonized people did not feel
that each day was their last on this
e&rth; alive.
The agencies that are asking fo;
your support tonight saw fhé impendingf
dogm of ﬁhe Jews of Europe ye;rs.ago ;ndr>,

they.arose to the occasion. The steps

i .. )

they took to save these people can not
be told in the short time at my disposal,

s,

As éoﬁntry aftefrcoﬁﬂtry ih Europez
was overrun by the German military machine,

private agencies brdught out as mahy as pos-

sible to safety. Up to October, 1941, it

was still possible, in some cases, to ob= =~

tain legal exit frqm‘éerman-occupied :

<

[
[0-endiaaa
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countrieg, but in that month, legal
exit wus stopped by express German com-
mend, From that time on no Jew within
the German lines had any hoﬁe of éscape,
except thfough the underground und re-
sistunce mévements.

1

These gg&erground and nesistangé
groups haa t;lbe financed and your agencies
took-care of that., Heroic men and women
of the underground accepfed their dangeroué ;
mission with outstahding.stdicism and en=
fergy. The leaders Weré tracked down by—'

the Gestapo, as they well knew they would.

be. They were tortured.and exécufed and

they foresaw that too. And'wheﬁ fhey',;,,,
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were gone, new leaders, well knowing the
fate in store for them, arose to carry on.

At £his point, I want to pay humblé
tribute to the heroic leaders -of Jewry "
~ within enemy lines. Many hed visas.in
their pbckefs and could have gone out to

safety bﬁt refused to abandon theirrun-

8,

fortunate-%rothérs. Just think of it;
many of the; actually came through the
lines to Portugal and other neutral chn;
tries to consult with representatives ofrrr,
your agencies, They'were begged not to

go back to certai; death,'but<£heyrr;§ }7

turned to their posts in ‘German terriQVVf '

tory to bring aid and comfort,j6fth¢ir,;113,7
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people. Some of the martyrs ﬁho died
at their posts wers Hirsch, Meyefheim
and Selig;on of Germany; Raol Lembert
of France; Friedman of Czechoslovakia;
Neustadt and Gilterman of P&land—and‘in- -
numeraglé others.i I bow in revgfent mém-

ory to thése heroes who went to.their

deaths in detense of humanity,

€

» In deveioping undergrougd rescue,
private agencies had to'guard égainst;any'
o
activity that might impede orrendanggr -
the war effort and fhe wer aims. I oan

say for them that their fipst concern

has always been the winning of the wap,

~ You know how, for example, when the
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soup kitchens in German-occupied Poland -

were established, your agencies devised

-& method to do this without allowing the

Germans to obtain any American dollars
from them. You know how German marks
were accepted from Jews in Germany in re-

turn for dollar credits which they would
receive when they left Germany, and how

these German marks were used: to purchase

4

Polish currency with which to buy the

food for the soup kitchens,

The establishment of the Wap Refugeé','

Board on January 2, 1944, by our late

President was an important event in the

work to save oppressed people from the .

e
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hands or the enemy. The directive which
Préesident Roosevelt gave in setting up
‘the Board was to carfy out the policy

»

of this government "to teke all measures

w1th1n 1ts power to rescue the v1ct1ms of

enemy oppression who are in 1mm1nent danger

of death and otherw1se to afford such -

: ¢

v1ct1ms all possible rellef and assis-

tance consistent w1th the successful prose~

A

cution of the war," ;Thus, it became the
expressed policy of the'governmgnt °f-th§7'
United States to save the lives of civilian
viqtims from the enemy and to utilize its
fuil fofce and prestige to that end. ,It

‘Wes a unilateral action, and therefope -
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unique in this war which is a combined
operation of many nations. For President
Roosevelt, it was a symbol of our high
purposes in entering the world war, and
history will understand the heart, the -
mind, and thé humaﬁity that was Franklin
Delano.Rooseveft. |

Immediatel'y‘f:é%fter' its estabiishment;,
the War Refugee Boérd called in the private

agencies, The Board thereafter coordinated :

and directed all programs for rescue and

relief. The War Refuges Board enlisted

all governmenfal agencies, inéluding United
States diplomatic miséions, that could help

" to cafry‘put fhis'gqverﬁmentﬁé pélicy:tdr
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save the oppressed minorities under
German control., It now becams possible
for the agencies, under special licenses, '
to communicate with persons ih'enemy coun=~
tries, to'transmit funds through.uﬁden-
ground chgﬁnels, to facilitate thg’pas-

1

sage of retugees through neutral countries,

<€,
~

and to ship food purchased,in neutral coun-
tries into the concentration camps,
This partnership of the War Refugee

Board and the private agencies was respons

sible for the rescue from the enemy of

meny thousands of lives. I have. time to

. mention only a few of thq;outsténding

RSN

&
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projects., We have here thrilling‘stories
"of courage, tenacity, hardship and tragedy.
Seven thousand Jews were brought oﬁt trom
the German-controlled Balkens to safety
and a new life inAPalestine. To rescue
these people, thé Jewiéh Agency for Palestine,
in cooperation witﬁwthe J§iﬁt Distribgtioﬂ
Conmittee, cnartereé%ﬁiny boats in'Tﬁrkey
which sailed the Black'Sea without tﬁe
profection of sare conducts and overloaded
with people willing to face anyrhgzar& tor
attéin a éafe haven; Tragically, one of

~ these small vessels was sunk by eneﬁy fife

just off the Turkish shores, and over 300
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Balkan refugees were lost,
Many thousandas of persecuted anti-
Nazis were brought across the Norwegian
forests to safety in Sweden. This program w
was organized and‘spoﬁsored by lebor groups
in the United Sfatas.l Several huhdréd
persons in Baltic Eountries under Germaﬂ } ' 71 '7 =
~control were brough;%put to Sweden b&
small fishing vessels ‘and motor launches
cléndestinel& plying the Baltic Seas.,
Thousands of Jews were broﬁght from
German-occupied France and Czechoslovakia;
_ and from Austria and Hungary t§ safety in

Swifzerland and Spain. Their rescue was
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effected by many American relief
egencies, Christian and Jewish alike,’
including the american Frienas Service rﬁ'
Committee, the Unitarian Service Committeei
the International Rescue and Reiigf Com~
ﬁdttee,Afhe World Jewish Congresg, and

the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. The - Joint

Distributiég Committee poursd miilions

into these hAzardous operations,
- Several thousand orphaned Jewish
children in France were kept alive by

means of funds sent from Switzerland une

der special licenses ot thig Government;:

The funds were used to maintéinAthese

children in convents,'schoqls,and private =




- 19 -

homes by compassionate Christians,

Catholic and Protestant alike.
Many thousands more of the one million

surviving Jews in Europe owe their lives
in large part to the extraordinary
measures takég by the Board to safeguard
and protect th?m while they remained un-
der enemy contr§%. The full story of -
fhese measures cggnot yef be told,

. I n0wkwant to tell you of a strik-

ing ekample of the demoératic workings

. of our government that fell within my
own personal experience. When I came to
- the War Refugee Board éround Febfuary 1st

__of this year, the Allies were closing in
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. on the enemy, and the distance between
the eastern—an& westernrfronts was dailyr
getting shorter and shorter. It be?ame
obvious that the continuous Success of
the Aliied armies was rapidly deqreasing
the housing facilities and food supply
available té_the enemy, disrupting his
transportatién, and causing a huge con-
centration gf'fgoplerin his reﬁainiﬁg”
territory, We ;Qnsidered it certain that,
under these conditions, theANazis-would
decide that it was easier and more ex-
pedient to let their victims die éf ex-
posure and-é%arvation,-instead of exterm=
inating themrdirectly, These’victims now

i included all those whom thé'Ngzis no iongen

- could use A;-slave labor, as'wéllrasrfhd§§




s
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already in various stages of illness.

Fearing that that would happen, I as

Executive Director of the War Refugee

Board, on the 20th of February of this

» year, presented the following to the

/@oard:

"MEMORANDUM to: Secretary Stettinius
Secretary Morgenthau
Secretary Stimson

" . "Our best inforﬁétion indicates that,
while the enemy has'ébzzdoned wholesale
extermination of detaine;s, large numbers
of the physically unfit are now in immi-
nent danger of death due to starvation,

exposure and deliberate neglect., - The

actual numbers are unknown and are be-

- lieved to be changing daily,

" "Food, medicines and clothing must

be distributed to sﬂch detainees at once
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if their lives are to be saved. They
should be removed, if possible, to safety
in Switzefland without unnecessary delay,
"The Iﬂtgrnational Red Cross is our

only means of direct contact with the

camps. Operationﬁ cen best be conducted

“,

- "The War Refﬁgé; Board is requested'
toAauthorize‘its représentative to obtain
the necessary cooperation of the Intep=
national Red Cross and of the Swiss.
vaernment.

The War Réfugee B;ard is further .
. requested to approve that the nﬁceésary

food, medicines and transportation equip;  :
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ment be made available tot he Inter-
national Red Cross by the Swiss Governe

ment against our promise of repayment or

'
i

replenishment after the war, It is under- i

stood that private funds are available for

the necessary financihg." . - ; %5557//

Then and there on that date, the

Secretafies éfwétaéé? Treasury and War;

the members of the Board, approved'this
préposal. Wé found that in order to get
food into the enemy1s territory‘wgfhad tq
hav§ trucks, gasoline, fuel; oil aﬂd tires,”
and on March 21lst our War Départmént
recommended to General Eisenhower that

he provide the Board with 2,000 gallons .
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of gasoline weekly and oil and some tires.

This General Eisenhower did. Shortly there-

' : , f
after, trucks were rolling out of Switzerland ’
for German concentration camps with many
tons of War Refugee Board food parcels.,

Eerly last month, the Board was

faced with thelexhaustion of the 1,000 7 s

- P

tons of food‘itAEad sent to Sweden and
Switzerland. Soon it Wéuld have trucks,
but no rood, bnce again the»UnitedVStates
Army saved the situatio?. On regugsf of
.the Board, the Army sold the Bpard 1,130
tons of food already in>Swiﬁzerlandf

This food is now goingrfépward_

' 1throughithe'internatidnal Red Cfo#s to
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J .
the concentration camps in the south
of Germany. The International Red Cross

_now has rgpresenﬁatives stationed in the
major concentration camps for the purpose
of supgrvising and distributing this food.

I suggeét‘and.strongly contend that

humunity will ﬁqt forget the Americaréfﬁ
our day which;'d§§pité the demanés nade
upon its human and material resources by
this greatest of all wérs, still haa the
interest and the will t? bring aid to those
who would otherwise have been forgotten

and have had no hope of survival.

A great part of this evening, I

© have falked‘about fhe’efforts of yourir .
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agencies and your government to save
victims of Nazl oppression. We are coming
to the end of the war in Europe which will /
terminate the work of the Warr Refugee Board,
It is true that even now the govern-
meﬁts of the United Nations are giving ;zon-

sideration to the final relocation of the

people displated by the war. We havé no

doubt that sooner or later an orderly
solutiAon,will result. We must remember,
howgver, that combined orpelrations_ among
nations are complex and _require time.' It‘ :
is most fortunate that ther; exisf pri=-.
vate agencies which are reg@y imme&iately -
to s’pep into fhe‘ b'I’,.ea.ch.J:i, e

We must not for a moment forget = o
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that the million Jewish'survivorq while
living are barely alive. Too many of
these first victims have lived so long , j
and éuffered sovmuch under Nazi cruele
ties and starvation that they need im~
mediate and éxtraordinary care ﬁo have
even & chance to atté;n normal physical
or mentai health. Repégts of eyewitnesses -
dispel any doubt that ma& exist as to the
condition of all who survived the‘Ngzir
concentration camps. I will read you
one report by an American war ;orrespoﬂ-
dent who actually saw and spoke to_théser'

found at Bergen Belsen as late as April
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"I saw Belsen -- its piles or
lifelessrdead and its aimless swarms
of living dead. Their great eyes were
just énimal lights in skin-covered skullg
of famine,

"SomeAwere dyingror typhus, some '
of typhoia;:some of tuberculosis, but
most were‘jﬁég dyi?g of,starvétioﬂ.:'
Starvation ---ﬁhe flesh on their bodies
had fed on itself until here Was no
flesh left, just skin cover;ng bones
anda the end of all h;pe, an& ﬁofhing

left to feed on."

General EiéenhoWef with;hisrﬁéuai
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{
wisdom invited representatives of the
Congress of the United States to view
these horror camps and extermination.
centers in Germeny. The reason is simplé.*
Neither oratory nor the written word, nor
the motion picture can tell the story in

1

quite the same way as actually seeing

R
=

it with one's own e'y.es'."- I know that from
having seen and smelledr:the 350 bodies
of civilien men, women and childreh,
machine-gunned and sealed in a catacomb
iﬁ Italy. I wa;s there the day the tomb
was discovered, | |

- Iwish 21l of us in this roozf}vl-é'qurlrd =

- be shown the camps through which these D
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people have passed so>that we might
-befter understand their terror of
yesterday and their hopdessness of to-
day and tomorrow., But since this can-
not be aone, I wish that each one of
you had in.your own home, at your own
fireside, oﬂe of thése agoniied Sure
vivors. His presencéé;ﬁiéVVéry a@péaf-' T
ance, would tell the story of his suf-
ferings ana his needs far better than
can be done by words. You couid then
see how sick he is in his mindlgnd in;
hisbbody. You could see hiS'terror‘of o
' therpast and his dread of the darkngss,
oflhig ﬁnknown future, 'No_wordé gf;,f

‘mine'could match that aﬁpeal.
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These people arernly halt alive,
It will take everything thﬁt you can give
- to bring them b;ck to normal health,
Your agencies, particularly the Joint
Distribution Cormittee and the United j
Palsstine Appeél, have thé experiencé :
and the traineégpersonnel t§ do 8 g&od :

job. They need money with which to do

¢

.1t and you must see them through.




