


·The United. Yugoslav· 

Relief Fund of America 

... a member agency of the National 

War Fund, presents this account of its 

activities, i~cluding a list of relief proj­

ects financed by it during 1943 and 1944 

VVAR REFUGEE BOARD RECORDS 

""':. 



l !HE UNITED YUGOSLAV RELIEF 
j FUND OF AMERICA came into be­

ing in the summer of '942· It is a non­
denominational and non-political organi­
zation whose purpose is to help all suffer­
ing Yugoslavs, through authorized 
channels, whenever and wherever they can 
be reached; without regard w their re­
ligious, racial or political background. 
Registered with and licensed by the Presi­
dent's War Relief Control Board, the Fund 
immediately sought the support of War 
Chests throughout the country: 

Early in r943, the UYRF became a mem­

ber agency of the 'National War Fund, 

established channels for the distribution of 

relief, and began extending its organiza­

tion nationally. Thirty-five UYRF com­

mittees and chapters were formed. Among 

these were the following groups . which 

agreed to surrender or suspend their inde­

pendent licenses and continue as chapters of 

the Fund: the Yugoslav War Relief Associa­
tion of Southern California, Los Angeles; 
the Committee for Yugoslav War Relief, 
San Francisco; the American Yugoslav De­
fense League, Cupertino, California; the 
Yugoslav War Relief Association of the 

I 
I 

.,...: 

l, 

The United Yttgoslav Relief Fttnd of America. does not ttndertake any relief proj­
ects without the consent of the President's War Relief Control Board ·and of• the 

National War Fttnd. As proposals for new projects are received .by the ·Fund's 
Board of Directors from various attthentic somces, they are referred to the .Presi­

dent's War Relief Control' Board for consideration, and if approved.are sttbmitted 
to the National War Fund .for financing. National Headquarters then pro~eeds to · 

arrange for procurement, s~ipment and distribution of the materials int;olv~d. 

~-

State of Washington, Seattle,.and the Y~~o­
slav Relief Fund Asssociation of Chicago: 

During '943 and up to October '944, 
because of . conditions abr<;>ad, the major 
part of the UYRF's program was devoted 
co aiding Yugoslav prisoners of war, as will 
be noted in the list of "Relief Projects 
Financed By The UYRF." The respon­
sibility for assisting prisoners of war was 
then assumed by governmental agencies, 
a step which was welcomed by the UYRF 
because the Yugosiav prisoners were thus 
in a position to enjoy far greater help 
than could possibly be provided by a private 
relief agency. The Fund's other relief 
projects were immediately expanded. 

In the .fall of 1943, the uYRF qroad~ed' 
its relief scope still further and laun~hed · 
a project to meet, . at.! east jn part, the dt!S­
perate need of :the Yugoslav people for 
clothing. This project includes the 'coll~c:. 
tion of serviceable used .clothing, and the 
making of layettes and rie'Y ·garments Jbr 
children five years of age and und~r. In 

flebruary I944, the Fund opened a :ware­
house 'in New York City- for the.purpose 
of assembling. and processing. garments 
for shipment over.seas. Approximately · 
rzs;ooo pounds of clothing,. including. 

· ro,ooo new garments for children;. ha~e a!-. 
ready been ~hipped abrpad .for distrib11tion 
to Yugoslavs. · · .· · · ·· ' . 

/ 

· In '943 the UYRF expendedfor ,r~iie£ · -· 
$9ro,o99.r2 and in '944 .$r,D38;538,9~· .·, ' 

The United ):'ugoslay Reli~(Euh~ o~ · 
'America. ~ '.·.n'l\\' ... plaruling ·ev6i' .. gf~i!~•·•' 
activity in the ,collection 'of c\othing. · 
Also, as Jt . has been fortu~it~ i~ secur, 
ing . the wholehe~te1 cooperation of or~ 
ganized labor and ~~ enthusiastic suwort ··.' 
of church gr~ups. ~~d sewillg eirclss,. ~. 
.~ell as. ?f:.its own ~~~mllJ,ittees tliroug~out · 
th~ count.tJ~. in .making layettes· and' cliil-. ··. 
dren's garments, the Fund is arrangit{g ; 
for a ·considerable .. eXtension of this prqject: · · · 

In additi6~···to ·.:help~~·•'·~i~l;····~~····~~ic' .. 
needs. bf .the. people of· Yugosla~ia, o~~el" 

. reliC£ plms ~or thein in~lude th~. continua~ . 
cion of,sendirlg, medi~al ~tippli~s/ the.¥~ . 
viding offood of hi~h n~!ritive. c?p.tep.~for • · · 
children and; •' in. cooperation \Vith the 

. !>rop~r authorjties; ,,the spons[)ring;. ~qf .; a 
puWc · h~alth prograiil.;foryugpslavi~. 

... .';}' 
Ndw th# Y ~gosla~ia has. hee~ 2otlipletely 

liberated, it. is the hope • !llld in,iention'of 
the {.Tnitdd Yugoslav Relie£F1111d ?£~ere 
ica to meet, to the liniit : of it~ ability aJJ.d 
in ~ven g~~~ter, .Inea~~ . ~ in the l:!:!st, 
th~.!Il~)l,,and urgep,t.fl¢~gs qfpie):'ugo­
slai peopl~~, ·.· · . ·; .. ·· .. · • ··•· ... · ~· \ •.' 



RELIEF PROJECTS FINANCED BY 

From January 1, 1943 to December 31, 

1944, the United Yugoslav Relief Fund of 

America spent $1,948,638.10 for the fol~ 

lowing relief projects: 

Aid to Yugoslav Prisoners of War 

Invalid Food Parcels: 

(Dried whole milk, Velveeta cheese, Army 
spread or butter, chopped. ham and egg, 
corned pork loaf, liver pate, orange concen­
trate, prunes, bouillon powder, soluble coffee, 
sugar, ascorbic acid tablets, flour and cigar-. 
ettes.) 

Medical Kits: 

(Absorbent cotton, U. S. P.; Phemorol Topical, · 
gauze sponge, adhesive plaster, Readi-band- "\, 
ages, sodium bicarbonate, pill compo.und . 
cathartic, yellow oxide of mercury ointment, 
boric acid, blue ointment, sulphur ointment, 
Tanexin (tannic acid burn ointment), ammoni­
<;~ted mercury ointment, boric acid ointment 
and aspirin.) 

Comfort and Sanitary Items: 

(Belts, razor blades, tooth brushes, shaving 
brushes, buttons, cigarettes, clothes brushes, 
combs, insecticides, needles, safety pins, pipe 
tobacco, tooth powder, safety razors, shoe. 
brushes, shoe polish, shoe repair kits, laundry 
soap, shaving soap, thread, towels, washcloths.) 

Parcel.s for Hospitalized Prisoners of War: 

(1 sleeping garment, 1 pair of bedroom 
slippers, 3 hand towels, 1 bath towel, 2 bars 

laundry soap, package. of vitam his, l sew-· 
ing kit, 1 game, 1 indelible pencil, . 1 pad of · 
writing paper, 2 handkerchiefs, 1 tooth brush, · 
1 package.of tooth powder.) i,' . 

Clothing and Food Parcels for 
Prisoners of War 

Books and Recreat.ional Materials 

Other Relief Projeds 

Medical Supplies, Including 2,500,000 Anti­
malaria Tablets, for Civilians inside Yugo­
slavia 

Artificial Limbs for Yugoslavs Injured irf l 

Combat 

Food Parcels for Civilian Internees in Italy . 

Aid to Yugoslav Internees and Escap.ed 
Prisoners of War in Switzerland 

Aid to Yugoslav Refugees in the United States 

The Financing of the Work of a Doctor, Two · 
Nurses; and a Nutritionist in the Y11goslav 
Refugee Camp at El Shatt, Egypt 

~ecreational, Vocational and Educational 
.. Supplie~ to ·Refugee Camps i!l>-EgypLand 

North Africa · 

Clothing Project: 

A. Collecting, mending, cleaning, ·storing,, and 
shipping of used clothing 

B. Purchasing of material to be rriade into lay­
ettes and children's garments . 

/ 
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I . 
THE PRESIDENT'SWAR REI.,IEF CONTROL BOARD 

WASHINGTON BUILDIN.G 

WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

November 23, 1944 

Dear Jv"J.r. Pehle : 

t' On September 11 the Board was informed that there were 
100 Yugoslav refugees in Swe'den who were in need of assistance./ 
'iie shall appreciate any information which you may have regarding 
the situation of this group, the extent of their nee.d, and •· /. · 
suggestions regarding channels which could be used for the 
transmission of funds to be used in their behalf. 

ile shall appreciate, also, any information you have about 
the Central 3anitaire Suisse at Zurich. We underste.nd that this 
group has sent one or two missions to Yugoslavia and -that funds-· 
from the United States ·to SU!Jport this effort would be we~comed. 

' James Brunet, 
-~,Executive Director·· 
.·~ 

Mr. John Pehle, 
War Refugee Board, ,, 

a /L.-v.-~( ~ '----C..~L---c--

!1 /-v 

Treasury ~apartment, 
Washington 25, D.C. 



oct24 1M' 

Deal' Hr. Druuotl 

Rof$l'enct ia Qado to the United tugoeiav ~el~~~ 
l'und Md the tndlQatt.on Biven some .11\0Q\ha Q&9 1lba' 
tt wa~;~ wll1t.ng to contl'lbutu finnnctallr to tlle r~. 
lief of Yugoel~v·retuseee. 

'l'he follovlng 1 s ~he substance of a llle••e«• re­
ceived f:rom the BoJJrdle rqpreeentaUve at lien• 

ltQentrnJ. Sa.nl tl!\h'e Su:laue. ZlU'ich, · q 
excellent orr.ani~atlon whiCh recen\~ seat a 
mleston tncludtna StU"(riool lllahrt.al to fret 
l·'ligqBlavla fov wol'k ~;lth th9 U:b &l'aUng fol'c ... 
baa ~npealod. to me for';£lm4a• A eecund mioatoa 
it nov plenned by Central. to be headed b,V D,. 
Hermann Mooeer, former ~•asn• ot Hatioae Bleb 
Ooiumieetonor in Chlrltt an~ a. ••ll ~ow twhue 

· reuea:roher among ctvil i!U{ re:tut(en b YugoelaY!a. 
Most welcome and well sp~t voul4 bt ~ ooa~ 
trlbutioa to thto vorth~lle mlaatoa frOa ~~ 
slav ao~cea 1n the Uriited'Sta\fa. O$nt~te 
past work and ~rese•t })lsno ha'V'$ rq blgh 
rocolruilende.tion." 

Mr. James Ul'\\tlot 
~~oaut1ve Director 

(f3:1gned) J .w. Peble 

J. w. Pehle 
~ocn1Uve lareotor 

.PreB1deat • e Wall' Belief' 0l)nfirol ~oQl'll 
t1aehingt~n · BuUd.tna 
Waah~on, D. C. 

. . . . .· ;r.~K. 
IX.e81er:re 10{2'¢/44 · •. 

0~.· ... --~o •. o.··o·.· .. · .. o -.··.·7 ..•.....•.... , l~.f/~ 



· .. ·~:-·!:,.-· ·~: ::~:·.>~·:,~·::·" . .,, : ;·: '. ·,. 
·.':?< ,.: _, -·>>· 
··:~'DEPARTMENT; ... -. OF' . 

STATE: 

GEK-112 
. ,' / ,,~; 

:8E:ri1, 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd ·bEforE bdng 
communicatEd to anyonE · 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
Ag mcy, ~ElT'I\Iei!!it) 

Da t Eel_ Octob ' 

SEcrEtary of Stat~, 

i'iashington. 

6952, OctobEr 20, 10 a.m. 
X J 

FOR VIRB FROM Iv;CCL'::UJ.:i"D 

,.-' ' 
rEliEf fpr Yugoslav rEfugEEs,. 

I havE rEcEivEd an app~l f'or funds from thE 
... ·~ .. 

CEntral SanitairE SuissE at Zurich, an EXcEllEnt 

organization which rEcEntly s'tnt a mission including 

surgical matErial' t-o frEE Yugoslavia for work 

libErating forcEs, ThE CEntral nbw. plan:s sEnda 
v' . . ·. -. 

sEcond mission hEadEd by Dr. HErmann ~;ioo.s_E:r.fbrmEr 

LEaguE of Nations High CommissionEr-· in China and.il 
. .-. 

knmvn typhus rEs mrchEr al)'long ci v:.lian rEfugEEs i:n ··· · 

Yugoslavia, Any 

UnitEd. StatEs to this worthwhilE· 

w'ElcomE and WEll spEnt, I highly· 

work and prES ~n t plans. 



M1iViOh.tilWUM l'OR 'l'HE FILE 

Re: Bern 6952, October ~0. 

.; 
Beca.use I iJ.ad previous contact with the United Yugoslav Relief 

1-eople in New Y:or·k with rE-s.pect to their nationals abroad, I called · 
Mr. Colin ~·ell.s{ the Lirector of that organi~.ation and gave him the 
advu.ntage of a paraphrase of the above message. It so hap}lel'_ls tnat 
c.t 3:00 v.m. this date there is to be a budget panel of the National 
i'.E,r hmci, a"L wh.ich time the United Yugoslav Relief presents requests 
for S_i,ecific plogl'O.hlS, i;ir, V1eils intends to present this propQ'sal 
at t11e panel and s~1oul<i the ;iational War :r·und and the President's War 
f.elief Control J:Joard be· favorab;Ly disposed, might ask the War ]:{efug'ee 
Bonrd 1 s assistance in ~;ettinto: spec;:ii'ic information with respect. to 
(a) how much is involved and (b) for how long a· period. I explained 
to Mr. Wells that the liar hefugee·Board had no direct respons:i,bility 
in this project im~smuch as the in~tended benefici?-ries were located in 
free Yugo'lolavia, but t1w.t we would 'be happy to be of assistance in 
~et.ting any nece&sary information that inight help them rnalce the program 
a nality. ~:. 

-r 
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secretr..cy of ::>tute, 

\~ashinc;ton. 

i 
69~~, october 20, 10 h.m • 

.; 
FOR ViR.B FhOM iiiCCLhl..LAND 

Bern 

Dated October 20, 1944 

Rec 1d,l2:25 p~·m. 

I refer to lJepartment 1 s 1 ?;!1, May 17 WFi.B1 s No. 19 

in wi,ich it 'lll<S indicated that the United Yugo10lav Relief Fund 

:ni!jnt be willing cont.rlbute financial relief for Yugoslav 

./ 
I have.receiveci an appeal J;or funds from the Central 

Sc..nitaire wuisse at Zurich, an excellent organization which 

recently sent a mh.sion incluaing ~surgic<J.l material t'o free 
. ·~ 

Yu,;os.~.avia fur wc.rk with liberating'· forces. The Central now plans 

send a second mL.siun hec..aed by Dr. 'Hermann Moo~er former League 

of i'lations H.:...gh Cm.uaic:sion.cr in China ana a well known typhus· 

researcher among civilliill refugees in Yugoslavia.· Any contribu-

'Lions for Yu15oslav sources in United States to this worthwhile 

missit,n would be most welcome and well spent. I highly l'ecomrilend 

tneir _,:ast work :and present ..-la.n's. 

1-IAhrtiSON 



_.-~~---· 

.. ~--·-~~~ 

DEPARTMENT INCOMING ~.~'' ;~ DIVISION OF .. 
TELEGRAM - COMMUNICATIONS. OF 

ST/~TE · · AND RECORDS 
c" ,· : "·••• ,· .'_•," 

BJR - 88 \ 
This telegram must be 
pa~aphrased before being· 
communicated to anyone 
other then a Government 
Agency. Hllili TRie!EB>) 

. Bern CDNTROt CDIY/ 
Dated July 9, 1944 · ··· · :: 

Reo 1d: 6:02 p~ih~~ 

_)l'j( Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

DEPARTMEtfT OF 8TA1I • ... 

JUL 7 1944 I 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS Ill REICillti1I!J 
4298, July 6, 6 p.m. 

>( 

FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLAND 

Department's ·~721, ~111: ... 17. 
/ 

There are at t~e present about 1,250 civilian 
.,...../ 

Yugoslav refugees in Switzerland-composed roughlY 

of 640 men, 460 women; 35 chil.dren under 6 b!ear..s 
' 

and 115 children between 6 and 16 years. Of 1250 

about ( *) men are in. wo'}ik camps, 400 me~, women, and . 

children under 6 in !_n ternee homes, 115 children 
( ~ .. 

bet~<veen 6 and 16 placed in children's homes or private 

families, 20 men in agriculture, 25 women in household 

service, 30 students liberated, the balance living 

outside of camps or internee homes. 

There are approximately 19"00 military' internee& 

of whom 540 are officers. Such internees are 

principally by the .Swissrfederal Commlss~riat for 

Internment and Hospitalization 



Legation particularly certain 

The ·11 Verbaiid. Schweitzerlscher 

Shilfen 11 in Zurich has about 

130. children reg;i.s t er>ed · "!ft.Q .· 

supplies pocket mone1 to such refugees 

camps (6 francs per person per month) 

possible and pays for camp leaves 

for 3 days). In addition to this 

abbut 9000 francs monthly support 

lib era ted. cases young people ·in Zionist 

and about 10· students. 
1 

The . 11 Scpweitzerhilfs Werkfuer 

in Zurich cares for about 105 ~ildren of whofu 60 · 
. . .. r: . .. - ' ' -. -~.: ~ . ' 

are placed in children 1s home 4o'· wit.h;t'os~~r.>:f.amil1e·e~ .· 

and 5 with their parents. Those ~laced· in- hblll.e~··oqst 

this· committee· about 100· f.ra1.1cs per child p~r month. 

The Swiss Red Cross contributes about a:':thir!;l. 

. of these costs. 

Among the military internees 
-- . 
_100 university students roughly 

liberated and sUpported by 

could not l:iberate balance 



. Among Yugmslav. c·ivlLta~ 

·also about 

have 

10 by European stuO.erit;:·rE?J,.;I.;e:e}und; ii:1 
• • ·.:-:~-~ '.: ;:'.''c':.~_,/\>"/>~·(' ·:·-·):~·~ : •' .·' •- ·~, 

from independent sources. 

done. 

about 250 francs per month for a 

and study expenses. 
·- ... 

If United Yugoslav Relief· Fund can 

they would be 

mentioned and could l;>e used 
-

cularly by student fuh,d for liberation 

studen-ts and by childr~n's comlllittee._ 

Government would have hb objection to 

of such funds.· 

EDA:BB 

(*) apparent omission 



PA~HRASE OF 'l'~EG~c~~w~~ :' '" .... ··. 

Amo•l••n Lept1 ..... Be ... ) o .~~uoM·TROt UOPY\ · 
secretary ot State, W~~.~pn,?l ~Ul. M,.

1
. 

June 16, 1944 

NUMBER I ~54. 

Following 1s tor WRB tram McClelland. 
(· 

Reference is made herewith to l'tepartmenl' e t.elegtWn ., 

May 17, 1944 No. ~ 

Iri about. ten days we hope to send you a report: regara.tna .. 
. y . ~ 

various categories of Yugoslav refug>Gee in Swlberle.,_d ae 

data 1s being assembled bUt baa not been ootapleted aa j'et. 
l - . ~ 

HARlUSON 

•, 





\/ \_J 

\"_. 
'Gil' d.·; 

.J r 

MAY 18 1944 

De~ Mr. Andres!lls 

We ~ now in receipt . of 1nfol'lnation fr0111 the · 
Interna~onal '60lllllittee of the Red Cross ooncernipg certain 
Yugoslav' refugees in Croatian camps. ·You will remembel' 
that during recent conversations, you indicated that your 
organization might be interested in financing rel~ef to 
t.heae group~, providing that the National War lUnd appr9ved 
and providing appropriate clearance• were obtained from 
other interested gover.nment agencies. · 

We have been advised that these refugee~:~ number 
twelve hundred and are~.located in thrlile camps in Oroiiltia, 
n~ely, Gredjan Isalae~ staragradiska and Jasenovao. 

The Internati~al Red Cross proposes to 811pply 
. each or theee refugeefr tri!t.h two food parcels per month. 
The food will be purchased in Portugal and packaged in 
Uabon. It is proposed that each packae~ trill contain one 
can 500 gram tuna fish, one can 500 gram sweet pot~to paste, 
one can SOO gram chinchard sardines and· twd packages 20 
cigarettes. Sueh a package can be purchased in Portugal 
for ten Swiss francs, but the Intel"!llltional Red cross tells 
us that the purchases doubtless ean be arranged more satis­
factorily as to price and types of products 1£ purcbaeea 
are negotiated qy the International Red Cross representative 
on the spot. This roughly celle for a monthly expen~ture of · 
$6,000. The distribution or these. s11ppll~s ·b to be ude _ 
through the Jewisb ·Community of Zagreb which has aided these 
particular re.f'ugees to dilte and has. &CQSSS to the camps under 
supervision of the D&legate of the International ~d Cro~ts 
in Zagreb. This Delegate will report back to his Geneva 
headquarters regarding the effectiveness of the SCh8lll.e 
when the program gets under way. · 



We would appreoiate hearing your deoiaS.on •• 
prru.1ptly as possible in order that etepa may be taken to · 
obtain the other neoeeeary olearaneel• 

. J 
Yr. Bart Andreae, 
National Director, , 
United Yugoslav Reli~f FUnd, 
ll west ·51th Street, 
New York 19, New York. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed} :r. w. Peble 
J. lf. Pehle 

~outive Director 



... 

. ·. ; ... ". 

ORIGINAL Tm: OF ~ELEi.llW4 fUsU~!I! 

~Jl'ROf.h~-~ :_--ssorn~~ State~ Washing;;_"_:~ __ , 

'l'Oi America~ Legation, Bern 

· ·· :,;~~~l~Wl~iW\f 7 ·7t 1721 

1-!B.y 17. 1944 

._.__ 
From \1ar Refugee :Soa~d to . Harrhon for MoOll!lllanll 

v . . 
United Y~qslav Relief Fund being reques~ed auppl7 •••iat;ano.~ 

Jugosle.v nat:lonals Switzerland :t'ollowing categories (p..) .tewish refng~e•,· . . . ·'.·,: 

(b) students (6) interned escaped civilians (d) escapl!ld prisoneta ot 
v ,./' .· .. 

war. These g;roups under care of Swiss Government and Swisacrosf!i,. 

Accounts here vary as to seriousness unmet needs. 

3 -. Unit~.'~~oslav Relief Fund ~~~lling to &~J>lement 
~~ . ~ 

i:f"li!1oess~y. PleeM cable report covering na~ure- and ext6nt of rtee\'J:f 
(k:.:; ~ . ,-

~~ese ~up~ and if Swiss Goverruq~nt ~nd Swissoross welcome· as!3.•tance• 
:> rr·_ C=? . .,. 
rnrT• ::lifHIS iS 11'HB BERN 0Al3Llll '1TO 19 . ·i' ow . - • -. 

ot..-:J: I.V .-- . 
¥If_ {") . 
!}._ I 

c;. 

--~ 
·' . 



CADLE ',fO BERN 

From War Ue.fugee Board to Harrison for MoOlelland 

·United Yugoslav Relief FUnd being requeat;'9d supply 

assistance Jugollllav nationals sWit~erland follol'lin!J oategorie• 

(a) Jewish l'efllgees (b) students (c) interned escaped civilians 

(d) escaped prisoners o:f W&l'• These gr>oups tUJ.der oue of Bwlee 

Government anci Swiasct-ose.- Accounts here vary as to eettoueness 

unn~et needs. 

United Yugosiav Relief Fund. wJ.llittg to supplement 

current program if neoeasa.ry• Please cable report covering 

nature and extent of needs of the~ gl'oupe and i.t' SWiss Govern• · 

rnent and Swiesorose welcome assist~ce. 

"" THIS IS WRB DER..l4 OABIB NO~~l9 

May 16, 191.4 
11:25 a·.rn. 

DuBois, Friedma,n, Hodel, 
Cable·ControlFiles 

j• 

/. 



J_ll_X_F _1.,_ 

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO HARRISON FOR McCLELLAND 

Unitelil Yugoslav Relief Fund being requested. supply 

assistance Jugoslav n~tionals Switzerland following 

categor'tts (a) Je'Wish ref,ugee.s (b) stu~~nts (c) inte~ned. 
JhllM>~-oCr(,(Y' 

escaped civilians (d) escapedf~ These groups under 

"' care of Swiss government·ana Swisscross. Accounts here 

vary as to seriousness l,lillllet ·.needs. . ~ 

United Yugoslav~ wnh.,. to supplemebt-·~ ~· "'fH-1 
program if necessa~y. Please cable report. covering'lneea'!J1 . ~ .. ~ ·. , 

these groups and if Swiss government and Swiss-cross 

welcome(1 assistar&e; ,4/'' ~ A .its·· oi.;Cs &6 !i''' 4f'7;! 

/ 

Drafte.d by PJMcCormack · 5/19/44 

.'. 
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uNITE o";tUG osLAV REL'I-:a:F!· 
Sp_o~aOred by 
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1Ui:Ot8TIERIED WITH THIE PRIEBtDilNT'• WAR.fii:~IS:P' CONTROL IIOARD. NO, 470 
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May ·8th, 1944 · 

J. W. Pehle, Esquire 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasury Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

BART ANDRESS 
Notional Director: 

As I told you during our talk in your office last week, together with Mr. Abrahamson and Mr. McCormack; I should very 'much appreciate the assistance of your Board in gettirig certain urgently needed information-concerning Yugoslav refugees in Switzerland. 

Our Fmd has received repeated requests, with consider-able pressure behind them, in behalf Of fOtn' groups of refugeee in Switzerland: {a) Jewish ref'ugeee; {b) Yugoslav students; {c) interned escaped civilians; {d)' escaped prisoners of war. -Representation:{ · in behalf of these groups are so, frequent:cy made that we must find a way either to comply o:r to show some good reason why·we cannot~ I am. advised that the answer hinges on the 'attitu:ie of' the Swiss Red Cross.;. I~ told that the Swiss Government, as well as the Swiss Red Cross, .ie seneitive on the questiGn of accepting aid for such work from sources outside their own comtr,Y\. What I shoul4 like to find out.· is whetll.er ·there has been any chimge · ,~n this atti tu:ie. · 

Requests on behalf of' Jewish refugees have come to uS .~ way of the Yugoslav Jewish Representative Committee, affiliated with the World Jewish Congress. I have been advised in Washington that, there may be some question as to whether the World Jewish Congress would be the channel for any relief' which may be distributed, and that the Joint Distribution Committee should be consulted before any . decision on this point is made. I am planning to consult the Joint Distribution Committee this week. Meanwhile, we shouldhave more definite information than has come to us ·yet as to the na:ttn"e and extent of the needs of these people, as well as the 'attitu:ie of the SWiss' Red • Cross.as to accepting aid from the United State.S. --~~~~"':---=f~7• 
Aid to stu:ients seellls to present ·no problem so inquiry to Geneva is concerned. I am inclu:iing it here ---~, .... you the complete Swiss picttn"e as it comes ~o us. 

.consent of the Swiss authorities, World Studeht a program in behalf of stu:ient refugees from various 
are simply requested to contribute to this work• Our 
instance will depend entirely on whether the National 
allow us to inclu:le such an item in our ~9Udget. 
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J. w. Pehle, Esquire May a, 1944 

As to the last two items, interned civilians and escaped 
prisoners, we. are told that the best that the Swiss are able to do is 
not enough to provide adequate ~are for <these people. There is miversal 
praise for the efforts being made qy the Swiss, but, according to our 
informants, they are so burdened qy refugees of various.nationalities 
entering their country that they cannot be expected to do a complete 
relief job. ·we are told that these war prisoners and civilians are living 
on a mere subsistence diet, that they are inadequately clothed) and that they 
are entirely without pocket mone,y for sanitary items and other necessities 

. which any human being should have. 

Accounts vary as to what the Swiss are able to do and as tb 
the seriousness of the-unmet needs among these refugees. As the recognized 
private agency for the Yugoslavs, we want to do whatever we can for the 
Yugoslavs in Switzerland but before we· oan estimate th.e cost of such a, 
project, or even define it for presentation to the National War Fmd, we. 
must have authoritative infornatlon through some channel on just what .the 
situation is,and, most important of' all, as to whether the_Swiss woul~ 
welcome our assiatanoe. 

Keeping in mind that we·are presenting a new budget to the 
National War Fund ear:q in June, I should appreciate it very much if' your · 
Board, through its representative in Geneva, could at the earliest possible 
date throw some light on this'.problem for our guidance. 

BA:W 

Cordially yours, 

·, " 
Bart Andre,ss 

' .' 
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~i<'J(lJ"etM·y of iltAte, 1J11shington 

\H,f 13 1 1944 

- CONTROl COPY. 
e rl'lfQr here\'11 tl\ to th·· l>epartment·'~.s telegram of A~rU a, 19•14. 

:.!l. 
1'io. ·~llSB. :-;: 

r:- ;;': ~ ~ 
;:::··,~~'the foMow,.n,s I'~imort is 11arle lly nw I . 

:n,:~IHI three o<U:m'! of :Jl'adjn.n balM, Stnl'lli.P'~v.f!m.'ll.n:d· J?.~enovflc;~ ~~ 
.,/ 

hundred Creati~n Je~s interned. 

~negotif.t<•tl. by >•'0 rep:·eaEmte•Hve on the spot. 

15 +o 
(ti) 'ha r.tstrtrmtion ~ b<> lH:.de ~hrough the J<ilw~sh c(l)ms·mnity Of 

DOlh !.D.B: JU, 

ru\:fi.R!SOli 
/~ 
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Ira reply please 
refer to: 331 

MAf~ 2 2 194·~ 

Dear Mr, Andreea1 

I have yenr let~er of Maroh 14, 1944, la ~esponee 
to ~ recent request for advice and auggeattone to a~d the 
War Refugee Board in planning lte reeaue progr~e. 

As 1n~ioated ln' ~ letter of Februar,v 8, 1944, 
the »oard is always avallable~or dlecueelons vlth represen­
tatives ot ;your organha.t1on. We ahall.be pleaeed to ha"te 
;you dhouu J'O\ll' views and p:roposal.e with a ... 'bel' ot our 
etatf on ;yo\ll' nat tl'lp to'_lfaeh1Dg\OJ1'. 

Hr. »art Aadreea, 
Bat1onal Director, 
United Yugoslav Relief Fund, 
11 West 67th Street, 
lfew York 19, lew York. 

Very truly youra, 

l. W. Pehle 
Aottag lxeoutive Director 

-~. ·-.~. ~-";-------
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t!arc h 14, 1944 
· · Date-....... ; ... :::::~=::~~::::-:::_-..,.-- .. 

BART ANDRESS /n~J..A ~-· 
National Director ~......_._ ·--... 

J. ;·;. Pehle, Esquire 
Acting Executive Director, 
'ilar Refugee Board,· 
Executive Office of the President, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I-.Jy tardiness :i,.n acknowledging your letter of 
February 8th does not indicate a lack of interest in· the 
subject matter. I had; of course, seen the announcement 
in the newspapers and was very glad to· receive th8 sup~ 
plementary material which you sent me - es_J)ecially your 
inquiries concerning our.interest in refulr:ees. I am not 
preparing any such statement as you suggest at the moment 

because I shall be due soon for another trip to Was~ngton, 
and would very much like to· have a talk with you or a 
member of your staff. I ~derstand that nzy- friend, P~ull 
Hc8ormack, has joined you. J; should lilce to see him, too. 

I shall let ;,cou 'mo1y when I am CO!!rl.ne with the 
hope that you can spare me a f'ew minutes. 

B ' .~· R..:t 

Cordially yours, 

.13J (l..~ 
" Bart Andress 

National Director 

./" 





Amer1.ean Logation,, :nern 

DA.TED1 

il;;d'er;mc» i :; m~Mle lHll"<<~<!:l.l:h ~o the tl~artnwo.t · ,;; 
,·<"L~gr·a!;; of Haxch 20 . .l.£>4•1 no 9ltr and pravtou.'IJ,, 

'fuS fi.JJ.l0'dillg ls <~ i:'LTIKlr:&.ry Of i.nq_uiry fOJ: 'flm• 
it!J.f\l;c:t;<>e :Board frtiL2 I.TJ. to;>;n.atio:nal Gommittee of funl 0:!.-os~~ 
Y.f .;,">;nil!l ean be made ava~labl" -!.>;y Jewish organiza!; iona" 
:?n·i;ercr<•1ls •lssil~>a!l to J,Yttl'l.lhatH~ certain food products in 
Por.tuc,;.J. for relief oi' groups of Jewish l'S.fugeef,l not 
l.ncluC.cid in the· plan t.ra.nsmi tte{l in the- I.egation D 9 

~s19g:r'am 0f Ma:reh "1o 19•J,11 no 133•1 Intereltosr; desires 
to t~k9 ~uch aotion.in vi~w of the increasing difficratti9s 
,-.:f r:n1·chasing food in central J!lt:uoope vhich is fur'!ihel;" 
eompl:l,cated by reoent events in K'llllgal'Y In :part.inul!ll' 
Xnt'Jrcros!l wisheu to aid t.hT.ag ref'agao CMr,!>f'l !Jl. OraaUa _ 
>rherfJ the C.el~ga to r-euorts t'i);st .food con'di t:i.mis are pre= 
r;a::-Lnus !.nhrcross propoaa·s~ t~ ship f':rom Lis1nm to 
t~arseHles via lntercruss ships as transportation :from 
:\'0rtngal is a.;.pendve and slow;1 It would be necessary 
~o obt&in mrvic«lrtn and :Yntarm:'oss ask(! \'lhother approval 
ot' bloekad<• 8'-lthoriU.s~ con.ld be obtsined 'by War Re:t'·ugea 
Boarcl 

i<'Lhs Cha~oey (.i'or the Secretary)~ Abrab.amaon 0 1\.k~in" Eercnate1p.
6 

Cohn,; 
Thillots. Fr~.ad.m.an <:::aston,) Hodel Laughl:ln., Las13ar,, L•i~Xford(l .i<fallll0 · · 
,!-{oCo:rmu•~it. l'aul. Pollak0 Raina, Stu•tl.;t.ly, Sta~dish,, Sta~t" H,.D<>W.hite~ 
'Pehltl .File!tl.,- .t" 


