


OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TO: 

FROM: 

·. -. '· . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

MEMORANDUM 

I 
The Vaad Hahatzai 

132 Nassau Street, New York New York, has informed 
thf\ Ylar Refugee Bo.ard of its sire to send Dr. Henry 
saoskes to Portugal, Spain, No h Africa, Palestine and 
Turkey, to work as representativ of the Vaad Hahatzala 
Fmergency Conuni ttee in connection · · th that organization's 
action to rescue Jews from G~rman o cupied areas in Euro}De •. 
I understand that Rabbi Abrah:fllll Kal.m . owitz,. of the Vaad 
Hahatzal~ Fmergency Committee, has alr dy discussed this 
matter with you and has requel'!ted that e e Departm~nt of' 
State facilitate the proposed ~urney. 

. -~ 

As.you know, the War Refugee Board s desirous 
of using the services of any private agency wn'ch can assist 
it iri rescuing Jews of Europe who"are in danger f imminent 
death. Accordingly, the.Board wishes to register its ap­
proval of the proposed-journey of Dr. Henry Shoske and 
would appreciate anything that could be done to facr itate 
this journey. 

The Board is particularly anxious to render 
possible the proposed journey since it underst~qs that 
Dr. Shoskes, a prominent leader of the pr.e-war Jewish 
comnnmity in Poland, is a man of vddely known excellent 
reputation and possessing a detailed knowledge of the 
Jewish refugee problem. We are told, moreover, ~hat he 
is well and favorably known to the Polish government~ 
It can be expected, therefore, that Dr. Shoskes 1 journey 
will be of great value in furthering refugee rescue work • 

. • 
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Dr, Sh qkes is a Polish citizen adnutted for 
permanent residen ~ in the United States. He has filed 
a declaration of in ention to become a citizen of the 
United States, and, turally, wotlld not like to have 
his re-admission and 1 turalization in this country com­
plicated by the importa t humanitarian mission which he 
is willing to undertake. The Board would appreciate, 
theFefore, the Department' cooperation in obtaining for 
Dr. Shoskes the papers n~ed for assuring his re-adnUssion 
to· this country. 

You are aware, e, of the extreme urgency 
of rescuing European Jews in Gern n-controlled territory, 
an.:l of the key position played in his respect by the coun..:. 
tries which Dr, Shoskes intencis to isit, I trust, there­
fore, that you ~~11 find it possible to enable him to 
depart on his.mission with the least ossible.delay • 

._ 



Dear Rabb1·Kalmanow1tz: 

·As you may know, the War Refugee Board will be 
dissolved on September 15th. Because of your deep 
interest in the wo-rk of the Board, I am sending you. 
herewith for your confidential information a oopy 
of the summary report of its act1v1t1es •. 

It wa.s only throU:gh the cooperation of the 
private agencies that it was possible for the Board 
to brwg some measure of relief and hope to the 
suffering victims of Nazi oppression. I wish, there­
fore, to take this opportunity to thank yo.u on behalf 

.of the Boaro. for the support' and assistance rendered 
by your organization to this unique humanitarian 
undertaking. 

Sincerely yours, 

;< ·. 
~ ~ :_. ·- _:~t ~-: l_Jl,f _f~~' 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive D¢reotor 

Rabbi A. Kalmanowltz, 
Vaad Hahatzala Em~~QY 
Comml~l,~_ee, ·· · --

132""Niissau Street, 
New York ?, N. Y. 

Enclosure • 

. FH:hd ·· 9/5/45 

/ 
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JUl f. 19~,5 

D~~r Sirs: 

Referenoe is made to your letter of July 6, 
1945, and enclosures, requ.eet1ng that mesaages . 
be sent :to 1saao6tel"nbuch, Montrewc:, Sw1tzerlan4, 
and Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe, Stookhol~, SweAen. Thia 
1s to advise you that the above-raent1one4 letter 
has been transmitted to the Departiaen'S of State 
for oons1derat1ono 

Flotenoe Hodel 
Assistant SXeout1ve Direotor 

Vaad Hahataala Emergenoy Committee, 
132 Hasaau Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

~/EBT:hd 7/6)45. 



July 6, 19.46 

I 
'i'O : Mr. \'/arran 

FROM: Kiss Hodel 

TherQ 1o attached hereto tor your oonsldera­
t1on a letter from the Vaad B~batza1a Bmergenoy 
Oo.mmUtee requesting that messages be sent to Isaac 
Stertlbuch, Montreux, Switzerland, and to Rs.obl _ 
Wilhelm W~be, StookholJI,. Sweden. The Vaad Rahatzal.a 
has been &avieod ot·th1s reterenoe. 

f~iaDed) :tlorenoe. llodol 

r, 

A.ttaohmen t. 

/ 
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V AA1J HAHATZALA 
COPY 

(Emergency Committee) 
132 Nassau Street 

Room 919 

Mis~ Florence Rodell 
War Refugee·Board 
Trensury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Miss Hodell: 

New York, N.Y. 

July 5, 1945 

I 
May we ask you to please send the enclosed messages 

through the facilities of the War Refugee Board. 

K:Q. 
encl. 

With our deepfelt appreciation. 

Very_ reS})ectfully yours, 

Vaad .Hatzala Emergency Committee, 
Inc •. ~~- / ~ 

· ".. / s/ Abraham ltalmanowi tz 

Rabbi Abt,aham Kalmanowitz .. · 



·--. -. ·-.-=----

l.tESSAGE. TQ ISAAC STERNBUCH C/O HIJEES. l10NTREUX. SWITZERLAND. 
THROUGH AMERICAN LEGATION IN BElt@. JULY 5, 1945. 

WORRIED .ABOUT RABBINICAL COLLEGE IN SHANGHAI STOP. CABLE 

US IF EXIT PERMISSION DEFINITELY CONFI~mD AND IF TRANSIT 

VIS RUSSIA ASSURED. RA.'BBINIOAL GROUP INQ.UIRED WHETHER 

EVACUATION TO TIENSIN ADVISABLE. WE CANNOT DECIDE STOP. 

URGE YOU INTERCEDE WI-TH SWISS GOVERNMENT THAT THEIR CONSUL 

Irr SHANGHAI GIVE FULLEST CONSIDERATION AND PROTECTION TO 

THE RABBINICAL GROUP. 

VAAD HATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

RABBIS .AR0N KOTLER 
. ~.ABRAHAM KALMA.NOWITZ 

. r,m. IRVING BUNIM 



COPY 

MESSAGE '1'0 RABBI WILHELM WOLJ3E. 11 OLEFSGOTTEN. STOCKHOLM, 
SWEDEN THROUGH Al.mRIOAN LEGATION IN S'l'OCKHOLM., 
JULY 5, 1~4§. 

WORRIED ABOUT RABBINICAL COLLEGE IN SHANGHAI S'l'OP. CABLE US 

IF EX~T PERMISSION DEFINITELY CONFIRMED AND IF TRANSIT VIA 

RUSSIA ASSURED. RABBINICAL GROUP INQ.UIRED WHETHER EVACUATION 

'1'0 TIENSIN ADVISABLE •. WE CANNOT DECIDE STOP. URGE YOU IN~ 

CEDE WITH SWEDISH GOVERNMENT THAT THEIR CONSUL IN SHANGAHI 

GIVE FULLEST CONSIDERATION AND PROTECTION TO THE RABBINICAL 

GROUP. 

VAAD HATZJ\14 EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

RABBIS ARON·KOTLER 
ABRAHAM KALMANOWITZ 
MR. IRVUTG BUNIM 

.·.!":· 



\ 

Dear 9iro: 

Fo1• your information and that of other 

interested persons, -~hi.s is to e.dviae you that, in 

view of' the early termination of the War Refugee 

Board, .over-all l'e.spone~bility for the Wmergenoy 

Refugee Sht;~lter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Yorlt~ 

has been transferred froii!. the War Refugee .Board to ... 
' 

the Department of the Intt~ihor.-

I 

Very truly yours, 
', 

Florence Hodel 
Assist~?-Jlt Executive D1reotor 

Vaad Hahatza.la Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New Yor.K, New York. 

. ·a 

_ ~- EBT: inp 6/26(1+5 
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June 5, 1945;. 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Brig. General William 0 1 Dwyer, 
War Refugee Board, · 
Washington, D.o. 

,.,...._ 

We w'ish to respectfully submit the following memorandum 

concerning various vi tal (roblems affecting the Jewish people.·_ We 

know that these PJ;'Oblems will receive the earnest and humanitarian; 

consideration and study of the War Refugee Board and we are deeply 

grateful for every aid given: ,_;-

I. 

II. 

We feel it is the utmost importance for a mission Of our. 
Oommi ttee in Swi tz.erland HIJEFS (Union of Orthodox Rabbis) 
be granted the possibility of entering liberated terri tory. 
The purpose of the mission.is to establish contact with 
the Jews who have survived and to bririg the necessary food, 
medicaments and religious articles that are so vital for · 
their exsistance. That pei:nission ahou::J,.d be granted without 
delay bec~use daily reports reveal that the people are 
starving and suffering great_need. 

"' / ~ 

It is essential that a m!ssioh representing the Vaad 
Ha.hatzalah in the United States be given the permission to 
visit liberated areas. The purpose of this mission is to 
coordinate the activities of our various committees in 
Europe and of pnmary concern to bring aid to the Jewish 
children that are alive. This oommi ttee plans to estaboo 
11 ah orphan homes and religious schools for the physical 
and spiri tual1 ma1nten8.Jlce of the eJ;!lldren. We recommend 
Rabbi s. P. W~elernter and ~. frees as our representa­
tives. 

III. There have been dJ:sturbing reports in the· Jewish press ~ 
that the Allied officials in liberated terri tory are giving 
over the surviving Jewish children into the hands of German 
Gentiles for upbringing and maintenance. lf this be the 
fact, we strongly condemn this action and urge that these 
children be given over to responsible Jewish organizations 
including ours who are anxious and desirious of taking full 
care o_f them. We stress the importance of this problem be"' 
cause the Jewish populace is deeply aroused over this re­
ported action. 

/ 



II 

v. 

• 
A problem of deep concern is the J.ewish people who have been 
liberated and found alive in liberated areas. Many of these 
people have no desire and will not return to their native · 
countries. We feel that they should not be forced to return 

(against their will, and, instead they should be brought to 
UNRRA Camps until theY can arrange migration to some other 
country. 

I 
Concerning the problem of Oswego, we feel that under no con.; 
d1 tion should these refugees be obligated to return to their 
native countries. A method should be found where they should 
be permitted to enter the United States under exsisting i~ 
migration laws. It would indeed be a blow to the democratic 
principles of our nation 1f these unfortunate souls were not / 
given .the possibility to reestablish their lives. 

VI. WePu:rge~;thatothe.:::problem of Shanghai be given earnest con­
sideration. We ask that every aid be extended to. help us 
bring to Sweden the group of 500 Rabbis and Talmud1·c scholars 
that are at the present time in Shanghai. We are doing all 
possible to effect their rescue but we must be aided .tn the . 
technical details. Japan is ready to grant the group the right 
to leave and sweden is ready to admit them, but the technical 
details of arranging this is beyond our efforts. We must have 
the aid of the War Refugee Board and other government agencies 
to make the transportation feasible. If possible, a ship or· 
planes should be arranged fo~ !his prOblem is a very earnest 
one because of the immanent danger existing in Shanghai. 

We respectfully submit tb~s memorandum and know that eve~ 

thing possible will be done to find·~ solution to the stated problems~ 
We wish to expr~ss our fullest apprecl,at1on and gratefulness to the 

very courageous work of the War Refugee Board in its efforts to save · 

.the Jewish people. 

VAAD HAHATZALAH EMERGENCY COMMITTEE, 

~~·~u..·'S 
Rabbi Abr~am K~lmanovitz. 

/ 
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Dear Rabbi Italma.novJ1tz: 

I wbh to thank you for your letter 
of May 14, 1945, and for your very kind ex­
pression of appreciation to me. 

W1~h respect to your 1nqu1ry con­
cerning the refugees at Oswego, the Soard is 
advised that the House Oomm1 ttee on lmm1gration 
plans to conduct a series of 1nveat1gat1one, 
including an 1nvest1ga.t1on of the Osweao pro­
Ject, oommeno1ng in June. For your information, 
no order hae been issu·e4 for the return of the 
refugees at Oswego to Europe and no such order 
has been recommended to·the Board. 

Ve~y truly yours, 

., 
;":.:. .. ~-·} .. _ . ~ ~ ~ ---~,.:-~<:-i5 't~flJ~?Jj)_. 

J'lori,nce Hodel 
Assistant ~eout1ve Director 

Rabbi Abraham Ka1manow1tz, 
Vaa4 Hahatzala Emergency 

Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. 

FB:hd 5/I9/4.5 

_,. _·--·- ---~-----.---·-··· ·---:-
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HfiHtiTZtiLfl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Yias_hington D.c. 

Dear 1Y1iss Hodellz 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 919) 

NEW YORK 7. N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4231!5 

l.ay 14,1945 

Attz Miss Florence Hodell 

This is the first oppor1iunity we have had since v-~y to express OUr / 
deepfelt and warm appreciation of the very noble and sincere.encouragement· 
which you , at all times, were ready to give the Vaad Hatzala. 

We know that the task which you had was not so easy, and that the path 
paved with good intentions of~imes w~s beset with many road blook8.In 
you, we always saw a great hUin!Ulitarian and one who felt a warmth and 
sympathetic understanding of our many probleiiS.- Vay the Almighty bless 
you for what you have done. 

fRe9ently we had occasion to confer' with the Honorable Congressman Samuel 
I Dickstein whoJadvised us that some legislation is intended ..mich would 

( 
permit the Oswego group to find a pV-'manent refuge in this country. We 
would appre_ciate your advice on "j;he ~bjec1; anci also an;r information · · 

, which you may have in this matter. ·. 
\ 

With our sincerest best wishes, ~ 

Very aordially yours, 

V AAD HATZALA IDERGENCY COMMITTEE I!C 

/ 

To r~tilize the possibilities for t·es_cr~e of European Jewry where the 
V a a d H a h a t z a I a program is especially tzeeded. 
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APR 1?. !Cl4S 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitzz 

The enclosed letter from your representative ln 

Sweden ·was received for you through the United States 

Legation in Stoclcholm. 

Very truly yours, 

"' whliam.o•Dwyer 
Exe·cuti ve Director 

<, 

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz, 
Vaad tlahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, New York. 

. ...:.·,_-.::_ 



LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

848/ICO/~;JET Stockholm, Sweden 
February 22, 1945 

3rigadie.r General '.'[illirun 0 'Dnyer 
ExecL,_ti ve Director 

\':'ar I1.efugee Board 
'/las 1:ington, D. C. 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

Your assistance in· the deliverv of the following 
letters will be· greatl.v appreciated<: 

v / 

( l) 

( 2) 

Letter from Rabbi S. ·::olbe, representative 
of Vaad IIahatzala Emergency Committee,;to 
Habbi Abrahau Kalllianowi tz, .attaching list 
of de>portees iri;Befgen Belsen who are in 
possession of Ec:uadorian passports Wh·ich 
expire the begihQing of 1945. · 

.·;., I 
Letter from local)-Vlorld Jewish Congress to 
Rabbi Stephen ~:lise, World Jewish Congress, 
Nevr York. <, 

Sincerely yours, 

~<2~~ 
Iver c. Olsen 

Special Attache for 
V:ar Refugee· Board 

Enclosures - 2 

• 
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APR6- 1945 - . 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitz: 

I hav~ received your telegram of April 3, 
1945, concerning the reports that the Germans . 
threaten the exter.m1nat1on of all. war and civilian 
prisoners under their control. 

You may be assured of the Boa:rd 1s con­
tinued vigorous act~on in all phases of safeguarding 
the lives of the victims of enemy oppression, oon:­
sietent \'lith the suooeesful prosfioutlon of the war. 

Very truly yours, 

• i , ... 

William O'Dwyer 
.Executive Director 

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz, '· 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street,. 
New York, N. Y. 

FH:hq; 4/6/45 
Vaud Haha.h:al-a 

·'. 

. . i 
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APR 4 1945 

Dear Rabbi Kalmunowita; 

1 have receive~ your letter of MarCh 26, 1945, 
inviting mo to attend a meeting of your Executive Coilllllittee 
some time in April. -

I deeply appreciate your kind invitation and 
regret exceedingly that, according to my present plana, 
I shall not be in New York ~ring the month or April. 

I Wish to take this";opportunity to-extend to 
you. my sj,ncere good wishes for the holiday ueason you 
are nolf observing. I wish als_9. to expross my app~oiation 
for the splendid work of your ~anization and the 
cooperation given to the Boerd :i.~ its vital task. 

R~bbi Abraham Kalmanowi tz, 

~~ 
Ver,y truly yours, 

(Signed) William o '.Dw;ver 

YlilliSI[l o 1 Dwyer 
Executive Director 

Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
·1:12 Nassau_ street, 
New· York ?, New York. 

W- EBT:inp. 4/4/45 
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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE· PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitz: 

I have received your letter of March 26, 1945, 
inviting me to attend a meeting of your Executive Committee 

some time in April. 

I deeply appreciate your kind in vi tat ion and 
regr?} .~~re~~ingly that, according·to my present plans, 
I ~ be in New York during the month of April. 

\'filliam o•Dwyer 
~~ecutive Director 

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz, 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
1)2 Nassau street, 
!lew York 7, New York. 
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Dear Hauoi Kalmanowitz: 

I have rec~ived your letter of March 26, 19~5, 

in vi tins me to at <.en t a meetint, of your E:xecut ive 

Co::Fn1.ttee so,ne time in Aoril, 

1 df.e0ly appreciate your Kind inv ita Lion and 

reg.re t exceedingly that, accord i11g to •;,y present 

::;lan·3, I do l•ot plan to ;Je in New York. dt.<ring the 

I .. 

• ~: • _ _}..__-t- "' ·--~-··tiJV 
.( 

/" 

_, 
(.· 

., . 
' '-• .. -"'") 

Ve:ry Lruly yours, 

'' illiani 0 1 :Jwyer 
Executive. Director 

{.( ' 



HlfHtiTZH 
132 NASSAU STREET 

IROOM IUD) 

NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2•4235 

March 26, H4 6 

General William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
war Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
washington, D.c. 

Honorable Sir: 
/ 

We are contemplat1_ng a meeting of our Ex- _ 
ecutive Committee for an evening in April at Which 
time we will submit a complete report on the acti­
vities of the Vaad Hatzala. '-, 

We are most anxious ~o have you, as Ex­
ecutive Director of the War R~~gee Board, and as 
one who has been very close. to·~ur effort during 
the past several months, honor U.s With your presence 
at this Conference. 

Will you please advise us which evening 
in April is most convenient far you. 

With our deepest appreciation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

Vaad Hatzala Emergency Committee 

.A-:1-! -L;L~ :,Ln.__ 
Rabbi· Abr~am Kalm~w~-

K:Q. 

' . 

To utili:ce ·e.he possibilities for rescue of European Jewry where the 

- V a a d H- a h a t :c a l a prografll is especially needed, 
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MA~ 211945 · 

Gentlemen: 

I have re od ved your telegram of 
March 16, 1945 informing me. of the Qe'lfs re;.. 
port that the Germane 1n their hollJ." ot defeat · 
threaten to exterminate all J.ewa 1"t!111l1n1ns 1n 
concentration and labor camps. ·. · · 

I assu·re you that this Govexonment 
is doing evexoyth1ng, consistent w1th the 
BQOOessfQl proseoQt1on of the waxo, to save 
as many as possible of the innocent v1ot1ms 
still Qnder German control 

Very truly yo11rs, 

~\W1ll1am O'Dwyer 
ExeOQt1ve Direotor 

Rabbi Israel Rosenberg 
Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz 
Rabbi Aron Kotler 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency 
Committee, 

132 'assau Street 
llew tork, N. Y. 

FH:hd. 3/19/46 

. i. 
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MAR 1 '7 1945~ 

Gentlement 
. I have received you,r telegram Qf March 1.6, 

1945, informing me or the news re~ort thai ~h~ Ger- / . 
. mana in their hour of defeat threaten to exterm1natev 
dl Jews :remdn1ng in oonoentratl.on and labor oe.mps • 

. As you know, 1 share with you the great 
sorrow wn1oh Nazi tel'ror1sm has brou,gbt to the Jews 
of the wol'ld. · 

I again assure you.·· that, con a b~e~~ · w11ih· r: 
the auooeeafu,l r>roeecuuon of \~e .war, tb.U Govern-
ment 1s doing and will continue· to do everytn1ng 1n 
1ts power to save the 1nnooent v1otime ntill 1n tnt 
hands of the Germane. . · 

Sincerely yours, 

··: .· v,....... 
{S\gn~l H. Morgontha.a, Jr. 

seore'1lary of the '.Creasu.ry . 

v-· 
· Rabbi Israel Rosenberg L/ '· 

Rabbi •braham Kalmanow1tz 
Rabbi Aron Kotler 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency 

Committee 
132 Nassau street 
New ~ork, New.York 

FHU1d 3/17/46 
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EUROPEAN.JEWS, 

cHISTORIC RKSG 

---:··,_·: 



:Mlroh 7, 1945 

1ElY..VRANDUM FOR THE FTLES 

General O'Dwyer advised me that he had informed the Vaad 

Hahatzala that he would not reply to the attached letter. 

iff F. Hodel 
>: •. ' 

,. 



..•. ·' 
..... ·-

HfiHfiTZfiLA 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

!32 NASSAU STREET. 
(ROOM 919) 

NEW YORK 7. N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

March 1, 1945 

General William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director, War Refugee Board 

·Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Honorable Sir: 

You are most certainly aware of the extensive rescue work­
being done by our committee, and ~e would greatly appreciate 
receiving from you, as the newly a_ppointed· director, a le'tter 
appraising .our work and lending the endorsement of the War 
Refugee Board to ·the Vaad Hatzala E~ergenoy Committe_e. 

"' Permit us to express our deepfelt ·appreciation and gratitude 
for your graciousness in receiving oti~ delegations during 
the recent difficult weeks, and for your concern in the 
problems presented. ', 

We have every hope that your-humanitarian approach will bring 
the only possible result. 

With deepest appreciation, 

RAK:ETL 

., 
Very respectfully you-rs, 

~ . 
fok!~·~ 

Rabbi 11.b~am Ka~manowit:/ 

T~ t1filize ·the possibilities for ;.escllf! of Eru·opea11 Jewry where the 
V a a 'd H a. h a t z a _I a program' is ·especially1zeeded. 

' 
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n., :!1 M.rl 

HfiH 
132 NASSAU STREET 

War Refugee Board 
Treaaury Department 
Washington, Do c. 

(ROOM 919) 

NE:W YORK 7, N. Y, 

PHONE RECTOR 2·~235 

February 23, 1945 

Att & lfiss Florence Hoilel 

Dear Miss Rode).& 

As per your request, I 8111 sending you herewith an art~cle and 
/ -

translation referring to· the radio broadcast in Bern. 

With kinde~t personal regards, I am 

RespectfUlly yours,~ 

~~··· 
Rabbi_ Abr'am K£'1manowitz ~ 

AK/K 
Enc • 

To ueili:re the possibilities for rescue of European Jewry where tlil: 
Vaad Hahat:rllla p~;ogram is-especially needed. 



1S2 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 919) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y, 

PHONE RECTOR '2·4235 

TRANSLATION OF STATEMENT IN JEIIISH MORNING JOURN.AL 
DATED FEB. 21\ 1945 

BIWJLER STiiTES IN BERLIN THAT 700,000 JEWS ARE STILL IN THE HANDS 
OF THE NAZIS . 

:Bern, Switzerland, .Monday, l i:ta) The SWiss radio reported ;ye·sterday 

that HenriCh Rimmler Gestapo chief issned a statement in Berlin. that 

100,000 Jews are alive in the various Nasi occupied section of 

EUrope. The statement did not d~olare if Rimmler includes in this 

number "half" and "quarter" Jews ~hich the Gestapo considers as 
" 

Jews. The broadcast indicated ·that~ the Swiss Government had in a 

great measure helped influence the Gestapo to release 1200 Jews 
', 

from the concentration ca~s in Theresienstadt. 

The Jews arrived in Switzerland a short time ago. The radio also 

advised that additional Jews who were freed from Nazi concentration 

.camps ~re, expected in Switzerland. 

"The Swiss Gov~rnment is willing to give a haven to the Jewish 

refUgees until they shall find homes in other lands". declared 

the Swiss Radio • 

. To utilil!:e the possibilities for rescue of European Jewry where the 
yaad Hcihau:ala' program is especic!llY 'needed. 

--·-:,j--.·-·-

/. 

'·. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESID . 

OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TO a 
. .; 

Yr.. ililrren 

FROM: Mlss Hodel 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON.25, D. C. 

fEB 22 1945 

There is referred to you·herewith for oonsideratiort 
..; . 

and appropriate action a message Which we received from the 

. vjad Hahatzala Emergency- ~ammittee for the Sw:l.'s Federal 

Government. 

Attachment. 



:February 2J,~945 

Message to Swiss FedEU:&1 Government 
Through American legation in Bern 

THIS IS TO INFORM YOU THAT ·lf!E UNION OF ORniDDOX RABBIS Oll' THE. 

uNITED STATJ!:S AND CANADA ll'UNCTIONING SINCE 1904 COMJ?QSED OF 

1500 RABBIS HEADING 500 COMMUNITY S"YNAGOGUES ESTABLISHED 'IHE ' ·• 

VAAD HA:HA'rZ.ALA IN 1939, WHICH REPRESENTS So RABBINICAL RELIGIOUS 

SOCIAL AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS Of!' ORTHODOX JEWRY IN . .AMERICA FOR 

THE PuRPOSE OF RESCUE-AND RELIEF STOP ISAAC STERNBUCH ~ 

IN MONTREUX AND HIS CCFAMITTEE HIJEFS IN SWITZEBL.AND ARE THE SOLE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VAAD HAHATZALA.. 

V).AJJ HAHATZALA. .EMERGENCY COMMITTEE AND 

Ul~ION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS OF UNITED STATES 

AND-CANADA 
"' ' 

RABB~ ISRAEL ROSENBERG, EL SILVER, ARON .; 
. KOTLER, ABRAHAM K.ALM.ANOWITZ 

.) 
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(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

War Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washing t on , D • C • 

i\.ttent:l:on: 

Dear Miss Rodell: 

132 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7, N. y, 

February 6, 1945 

Miss Florence Hodell 

fie are indeed. grateful to you for arrang~ng the 
confel'ence with General 0 1D\vyer, the Executive Director 
of the i/ar Refugee Board.. It was a pleasure to meet· with 
you and to discuss at length: the many problems on which 
we worked together during the past year or so. We are sure 
that yo1,1 will follow through on t;tl,e matters we (!.iscussed 
at this conference, and that the nece~sary action 'will en­
sue. 

. / 
·;ie would again as[{ .. ,_you to please contact Miss Ship-

ley of the Passport Divisio~ to ascertain the delay in ~pe 
issuance of· the passport for our delegate, Rabbi S.Pi Wohl-~ 
gelernter. 

If possible, we would also appreciate receiving 
'you an abstract of the· cable which Mr. McClelland sent to 

you referl'ing to the manner of improving conditions, and · 
treatment in the Concentration Camps. We feel that this greatly 
improved condition is a direct result of the many interventiorJ.s 
made by the .{ar Hefugee Board and the State Department and al,;. 

.. , so the work carried on by our Swiss Comn~ittee.- . . -·. 
r,· i / 

, .... ,. . .., f· 'I" . ~ ... ··L/ ' ,_: --
.v'(Lt'; I 

dith our sincerest appreciation. 

\-."' 

Very respectfully yours, 

Vaad Hahatz.ala Emergency Committee 

~'r<../~"<, 

fiubbi Abi>a am ialmBJiowiJ// 

To utilize the possibili.ties for rescue ofEuropean Jewry where thl! 
Vaad Hahatzala' program is especially needed; 



'fhr.nk you for you~: lettur oi' Februa1·y l um1 
yotlr ioneroun oommon.ta J·ognrditlfl my servioea t>.lll 
KX&Qttt'-ve Dlreotot• of the 'lfnl' Hofu~!I"'G Boord. 

. I am CQUfidont tiH\t U(lfi\H'f.\1 o•Dwycu· 0&\l :roiy 
on your oontiuuud auppo1·t op.d ooopt.tt'IQti~n 1n the 
i.lliportant worK $till to ba done. 

:Jiuoel'Oly yours, 

J. 11. Pohlo 
Aanistcmt t..<:> the :;ecr~ttt.ry 

~Qbbi. Abrahn~ Kalmanowit~; 
Vead ll~~oh&t.aai.a i<:mergency OolllUll.ttoep 
1)2 NttSSIUl ~treet., 
lle'lf Yot•k 7, New l:Ol'k• 

r, 

--~ . 

_/ 
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132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 919) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y, 

J=!HONE RECTOR 2-4235 

February 1, 1945 

Honorable John ,;. Pehle 
.'tar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
,iashington, ll. c. 

Honorable Sir: 

It was indeed a distinct surprise for us to learn 
that you were l6h•ving the ,;a.r Refugee Bo<~rd. 

]Ju.ring the ye::..r or more that we had such close 
and cordi6.l rel<.tionship with you in the many 
probleras which we togethei: tried to solve in 
effecting the rescue of th~ many unfortunate in the 
enemy __ occupied terri tory, we found in you a true 
hwnani tc.rian and one who wa_s ready to risk almost 
all to faithfully carry out ":lihe ilicecu tive Order of 
our· .President and to really and uctu<.>lly rescue human 
beings • 

• ie are aware of the many and dlfficul t obstacles 
which always stood in.your puth. The Vaad Hahatzala 
feels that you personally did marvelous, and at times 
extremely remarkable work. In our opinion however, 
the work t1h t wus done w,;z only a fraction of what could 
have been done and _what should have been done by the 
;·,ar Refugee Board. The fault however does not lie with 
you. You did everything humanly possible and for which we 
express our deepest appreciation and blessings.· The 
sincerest tnanks of our committee is extended to you 
together with our best wishes for success in any service 
you may undertJ.ke whether it is for our Government or in 
private life. · 

1'/e. shall continue to look forward to your c-;uidunce and 
counsel which we V"-lue so heartily. 

-Very respectfully yours, 

VA.:l.D HAHATZALA ENlERGENOY C!)1lMITTEE 
. ~·Le-~~-

aham Kalmanowit~. 
To·utilh:e t~e possibilities for re'Scue of uropean Jewry where the 
- Vaad Hahat:t~la program is espeCiaUy needed{ 

-r. 



ffB 8 1945 

Dear Rabbi lalmanowJ.tsa 

I have recei ve4 YOIU' telegr- ot Pebl'UIU'y 2; 

1945, and I wish to aaawe you that thia Oovern._t. 

· will oontiaue to do e•erything in ita power coo111iatent 

w1 th the aucceaatui proeeoution of the Waz:' to sav. the 

raain1ng Jen :J.n O.rman-oontroUed Europe. 

Rabbi A. Kalunowita, · 
v*ad BahatHJ.a Eaergencv 
Coamittee, · 

lJ2 Jiaa .. u St.reet, 
Jln York, ». Y. 

;r$ -
.·:m:hd ·2/J/£5 . 

Sincersly yours, 

WUliam o•Dwyer 
E;x~out.i ve Jli.rtnor 

,, 

f_; 



.• ~ ~ -.- l -

-_ ,· 
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132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 9191 

NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4_235 

February 2, 1945 

Honorable iiilliam O'Dwyer 
District ~ttorney's Office 
Brooklyn, New York 

Honorable Sir: 

Allow us to express in the name of our organ.:. 
ization sincerest congratulations on your designa·tion 
as Sxecutive Direct.or of 'the War Refugee Board. 

For· the pas-t year we. have had a very close 
contact with theNar Hefugee Board and have cooperated· 
with them in following through the. Executive Order of 
our President, which was issued inJanuQ.ry o·f 1944, 
and which had as its s~cific motive the rescue of t:qe 
maximum number of unfort':unate from the hands of the 
enemy. 

'· 'Ne read with deep satisfaction your statement 
that the im!'lediate and direct position o:f·.theWar Re~ ---"'----'-~~~~~-s-,---~.,.cc_.c.c__~ 

fugee Board is to get hundreds of· thousands of unfortu;.. 
nate people out from under. We extend to you our deep>­
est best wishes for every success in your humanitarian 
undertaking and we pledge our continued cooperation. 

. . . . . 
Enclosed for your information· i~f a short memo­

randum· which outlines the work of our organization a,nd 
our association· with the Har Refugee Board during the past 
year._ 

He look forward to an early meeting 

,. 

To utilh::e the possi!?ilitles for rescue of European Jewry where:ihe 
Vaad Hahat.zala program is especially needed. 



' .. ·.·-.. -:> .. 

Honoruble William O'Dwyer February 2, 1945 

- 2 

at which till)e we can discuss in greater detail the prob,.. c­

lems which are of deep concern to you and to us. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Vaad Hahatzala Emergency:Committeo 

-( 

. ,.,· 



Me100randwn to lion, Willi"am o• Dwyer 

appeared, 

3, -Every attel(lpt was made to· rescue through ransom fril;J, and an· 
who could be reached and i;~uved by this· procedure. 

4. 

5. 

Our ·Committees in the mropean areas also arranged to smug­
gle across borders thousands for whom such method ofrescue 
could be arranged. 

The Vaad Hahatzala, through its Corrunittees in h\lrope, and by 
c'lose cooperation with the International Red Or6ss and the \'far 
Refugee ho eyd arranged for the transfer. of food and clothing 
pa1•ce1s to thousands held in concentration camps. It also 
provided food and subsistance to thousands who were hid'den and 
whose whereabouts could· be made known, 

6, The Gornmittee in :J.'ungiers was especiEilly active. in supplying i'C)od .· : :·.· · 
parcels to the concentrat~on cam:ps of 'l'ehersenstadt and-Birkehaurl>e~r¥~?e1J,tf!tt: 
The last report stated that close to 15,000 parcels are being ... ·· .>.' · · . 
sent to those camps every month. ·· · · 

7. The vaad llahatzalu carried op. a vigoroti.s intervention wfth ··our 
Government, and through the :i:.p.termediary of· the ·.'lar Refugee Board' 
and the ·State Department·, endeavored to reach many of our Allied·. 
countries and the Vatican and- to urge their strong· protest~ against 
the program of extermination. wh'l!.ch was being carried out by the · · 
German Government. .Many di'rect.,warnings followed as the dire.ct 
result of the pleas interposed b.y the Vaad Hahatzala.-

8, 11.side from its pro!5'ram of rescue '':the Vaad Hahatzala, during 
sent relief to the group of Rabbis and Scholars who were in 
Shanghai and also to tbose in the USSR. We are attaching, and 
making part of this memorandwn, a copy of our .. audited statement 
for 1944. 

We wish to point with gratitude to :Dhe very cordial relationship. which 
Vaad Hahatzala had with the Viar Refugee Board since· 'its creation-. _. The . 
entire staff was most cooperative and endeavored to fol'low ·through th( 
EXecutive Order -of our President when he created this Board with th~.; 
specific purpose of making possible the rescue o:f the maximum. rtUillbe~ fi'olli 
the hands of the enemy. 'lie desire to continue this relationsh;i.p wi'th 
you and we shall look forward to extending tq you ev6ry cooperati01lo. 

VAAD lliVIATZALA EMERGENcY 



LOUIS oJ. SEPTIMUS, C. 

SOLOMON SE;P_TIM~S, C .. P. A. . . . . : . 

LOUIS ..r. SEPTIMUs · s.· i:iti~F>..i.Nv 
.C£RTtFt£o PUBLIC A'cb_o·~~;~~~~: 

VAAD HA'l'ZOLO - E.MElRGENCY UOli:liiiTTEEfFdii IiEsGili:-:-
\ .N E W Y 0 R K C I T Y 

Stateoont of Casli Receipts and :Fuyoonts 
January 1, 1944 to December 31, 1944 ___ .;:_...:;... ___ -:------'-'-...-,.; .. ____ - - .. - .. 

INC01~: From Appeals, 

RESCUE AID PAID: 
Campaigns and Welfare Funds ••••••••• -.Jil,l35;~2!67 

Remitted to our Committees 
Switzerland ••••• 
Shanghai" • • • • 

in the Following Countries: _ 
•• -. • • • ~622,679.2-1 

Palestine • • • • • 
u. s. s •. R. (Russia) • 
Turkey 
sweden 
E;~ador 

Santo Domingo 
Lithuania • 
Canada 
London 
Cuba o • • • • 

. . . ~ 

Rescu.e Aid thro~ Other Organizations o 

. . . 
0 • 

• • 0 

·Parcels sent from u. s. to U.s.s.R. (Russia) 
Remitted to Tehran for Farcels to Russia •• 
Remitted to Palestine for Parcels to ~asia ••• 
Rami tted to Tangeir for Parcels • • • o •• • • 

Cable a via War Refugee Board, State Departoont, 
and via other Agencies o ••• o •••.• 

Miscellaneous Rescue Aid Paid, including .· 
expenditures to Washington re Rescue ~ia\,. • • 

Total Rescue Aid Paid • .• • • • • • o • • , ;._. 

Less Expenses of Fund Raisi!J.g and Administratiotp 
Salaries o • o • o o •• o ••• 

Postage,_ Printing and Stationery •• 
AdvertiSing and Publicity .-
Traveling, Hotel Acoonmodations, Secretarial 

and other Campaign Costa 
Telephone ••• 
Rent • • • • • • o • • • 

Office E~ipment 
Misceilaneous Expenses 

Total Expenses Paid 

Exce_ss Payoonta OVer Receipts 

! 

. . 

150 ,100;00 
35,402.93 
31;104.06 
25,908.75 
.12,218.34 

3,000.00 
3,101.40" 
6,667.50 

61)0.00 
400,00 
250,00 

6,089.50 
63,229.75 
56 ~032.11 

. 49,3(.;3,88 
8,090.00 

5,498o8a 

5p984.30 

$ 19 ,556 •. 78-
4,909.26 
.9 ,990,05. 

19,771.08 
2,384.39 
1,580,00 

848,48' 
580.92-

We have made a detaile-d audit of the books and records 9f account 
Vaad Hatzolo for the year ending December 31, 1944, and WE DO HEREBY ()ERTIFt 
that in our opinion the above Statement correctly reflects its S\l.llllmry -
Cash Receipts and Cash Payments for the year ending December 31, 1944. 

,.. . - --. LOUisJ>r, pt]s .s: aoJ.U>AN"t 
b'{t/},- c .. /.1~;7'~-



(EJIIERGENCY COMMITTEE)_ 
132 NASSAU STREET 

{ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. v. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

;cJ 
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(__/ Jl .... rr;.> rrvV7.q/_: · l.J-'C:;J 
., 

To rescue, sav~ anit preserve [rpm d . - - - - - ' . 
. (Yeshivoth Rabbis S h -/ ward Cestmctton the Torah vali,~f 

~ ' ' -c_ oars_ an ommuna( Le_aders) 

7'~- ~lllhe the possibilities j(Jr rescue ~i -European-, . . -· h. l-
. Vaad H h. _ I - ewry were t" 
. • -~ a a t z a a progra~ is especially ne~de4. 



HOnora'bl~B .'ohn r;. T'ehle, beoutSve Dl:raotol' 
war netu~o r.car4 
Treaaur,v Bull~1n8 
waab1n~on, ·D.o. 
Honorable Slrt• 

Wll flbOlOilO a Oi!!:W Of our tlnanoilll atrttE!NGUt WM.ch OO'fGI'I 
the period of Junua~' let to Oo~oher 3lat.1 19~. 

you ue 1n·t1matel¥ aware ot all tile o!fo:rt, bloocl, meat and 
tears that 1s oonta1no4 in tbe Va•d ·Huhntuutla woric. -

Fl'Om tha veey lnoept1on ot too war 1.tafuge0 Board, tbiJ vu4 . 
Hahatsala b&c stood ln the van&Uard of tho· resou.e wo:rk, and n)lob ra1o11e 
mea.uree ae procurement -of paaat)ol'ta, oi'Oaa1nu ·re!ugeeu fl"om one bordel' 
to another,. tho ransom of maay bel4 _bJ' the GDfiiiiY1 wore 1ntUetd -by' 
the vaad Hahetaala and oarrlod tlirol.lgb by lts C(l.'lllnttteea lri the neutl'al 
lande. The war Refugee Board reoo:snhed the need for tbe abo'fe mea.!iur" 
and gave ·lta cooperation to maklnti~theao ·ineuures aotuel rosouo medluml. :,, · 

WG WOUld 1'88p!;'IOtt'ully aek JOUt to pl0888 80kll0wledge l'eotlpt 
of t~e enoloeoa etatement and to lac~u4e also an appi'O~al b,r the war 
Refugee :llo&Fd of the work done by the \Ia&(!, n~~bot~&Gll .. 

w1\h 4eereet appreolat1on, 

RAI!Bl A-. KALlfAl(IV/lWZ . 



LOUIS .J, SI!.PTIMUB, C. P. A. 

I!IOLDMDN SEPTIMUB, C, ... A. 

LOUIS .J, SEPTIMUS, i;. CCMPA,_c 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACDD-UN~AN-fs ·.' 

--'fAAD_:HA'UOLO.EMm<JEIOY OOIIMI'f'l'EE PO'R RESOllE. 
IB1I ~JUt Clft' , . 

State~ent of Oaeh fteaelpta & Payment~ 
Janua·l'l 1, 194.4. to Ootobel" 31, 194.4 

DCODt Pl'C,-11 Appeals, Oaapatsn• & Weltaf'le Punda • • ••• ••• te111 le4oe9 

'ftESCUB AlD .PAI1h 
Realtted to Swltsel'land •••••••••••••••••••4221224oe60 
ftealtted to Shal\lhal ••••••••••••••••••••••• llO,lOO.OO 
JtealtMd. to Palestine •••••••••••••••••••••• 35 ,40lh93 
Jtealtted to u. s. s • ft • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 301357 e06 
Realtt•d to TUl'ktJ •••••••• ~ ................ • 2~1908.75 
:Realtt.ed to Sweden •••••••••••••••••••••••• 121218.34. 
w .. ltted to Eouad.ozt ........... _ .•.•. ;.... •.• • • • • • • • • 3•ooo .. oo 
R••ttted to Santo Doalago ••••••••••• ~ • ••••• 3, 101, .• 40 
'fteattted to Ltthuanla ..................... •. · 6 1811.00 
'fteatt.te4 to Canada ••• • •••• • ••••••• • •••••• • 680e00 
'ftat.,tt4 to London •••••• •. • ••••••••• •. •. • •. 400e00 
'fttattttll to ·c~a •••••••••••••••• ·••••••••••• aeo.oo 
ft .... .,.. Ald thl'oush othel' oJ'8anlutlon• •• •• 7,750,00 
Pal'atla aellt fl'oa u. s, to 'Ruaata •·••• •••• &3 1883.32 
Reliltttd to 'l'ehl'an fOJO paroala tc ·'RUiala a • 4.1,03Ball 
ftea1tt44 ~o Palestine toJO pa~oel1 to 'Ruaala 29 1~4.3.a& 
ftea1tted to Tangetr fOJO parotll ••••••••••• 8 1000e00 
Cab lea y la Wal' Retur;et Boal'4, ·. 

Stat. Dept .. apd otheJO Agenolta •• •. , •• •. •• •.8e.1.78 
. Ktaoellaneoua Jte•o~ Atd Patd ••••• • ••• ••.. ts,25l,82 

'Petal fteto• Al~ Pald .................. ,.~t• ......... . 
·~ 

Leas Bxpen••• ot Pund 'ftalalns • Adatnlatl'at~ons 

· SalaJ01ea •••••••••••••••••••••••• •........ 115 ,9&1 • .1'1 
Poatage, p~tntlag, atatton•J07 •••••••••••• &,381•'1• 
AdYe~tlatns • PubllaltJ •••••••••••••••••• 9 1407.4.1 
T~•••llDI, llotel .Aocoaodattona • •• •• •• .... 
Seol'eta~tal and othel' Ooata •••• ••••• •••• 

Telephone •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
WeDt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otflo• Equlpaent .......................... . 
K1soellaneoua Expen••• ••••••••••••••••••• 

.Total Bxpenaea Pald 

. Ezoeail Pa,...llta O'l'itl' fteoelpta 

800 ,8'18 ,99. 

• 10,287.&'1 

4.9,64.&16., 

1 ae.afl~o 
We han ilade ·a detailed audlt ot the boolal and !'eaol'Cle ot aoaount t4 
. the Vaad 'Ratsolo fOJO the ten .onth perlocl ended Ootober 311 19"• aa4 
1IB DO· ~EBY OER'riPY that· 1n ov oplill~ the abon ~ta te.-at OO!"!"eot17 
JOefleota ·tta •u.ar7 ot. Oaah 'ft~oelpta and Pa,..nta tor the peJOlo4 
abo•• atated.. · · · 

:u;~s~~~7:~:. 



132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM ~IQ) 

NEW YORK 7, N; y, 

PHoNE RE~oR z-4zSe 

January 29, 1945 

"liar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Nashington, D.· C. 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodeil 

Dear Miss Bodell: 

We· are most anxious to know whether Miss 
Shipley of the Passport'Division has advised you 
whether there have been any further developu1ents 
on)'he passport to be issued. to Rabbi Solo~on p. 
Wohlgelernter whom vie have selected as our delegate 
to Switzerland. ' 

K:·~ 

I trust I wi~~ hear from you shortly • 
. -·~ 

Very respect!ully yours, 

Ra~~~ 

To utilh:e the po~·•i&illtie• for resct~e Of European Jewry where_ the 
vaad Hal&aU;ala program is especially needed; > 



132. NASSAU.· STREET 

liar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Viashington, Il. c. 

(ROOM 919) 

NEW YORK 7,. N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

JB.l1uary 23, 1945 ... 

Attention: lviiss F. Hod·el 

Dear Jlii ss Hodel: 

ile enclose herewith ;a copy of the 
letter which we sent to J,ir. George \Varren and Miss 
.fut th Shipley in referenc.e1 to the passport applica­
tion of i.W.bbi Solomon P •• vohlgelernter. 

l.ll.y we also ask you to give it 
the approvul and assista.n..ce of the V/ar Refugee .Board • 

.. ith deepest appreciation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

To utili'l:e_ the possibilities for rescue of European Jewry wh<Ne the 
Vaad Hahatzala program is especially needed. 

·' 



. - ~ 

~~ GGOJ.'£6 Ii!> . WB#~ · 
Sptoia~ AdY18~i · 
Departnif1nt of sta"• 
171~ o Streo~. ·N,w~ 
waahingt~ 25. n.o .. , 
J)Oa» ~. wur(lnt 

. ' 



JAN 18 1945 

Dear Rabbi Tabak: 

Enclosed is a letter dated January 12, 1945; from 

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowi tz which was apparently delivered to the 

War Refugee Board in error. · 

Very truly yours, 

.~:~.gnod} J. W. l'e1JJ.<':l 

J. W. Pehle 
;>, Executive Director 
·~ 

Rabbi Israel Tabak, . 
Shaarei Zion Congregation, 
Park Heights Avenue at Hilldale, 
Baltimore 15, Maryland. 

Enclosure •. 

[./Ji (' tf3ti.BH~tchison: inp 1/17/45 

' ' 

--



JAN 18 1945 

Dear Rabbi Tabak: 

Fnclosed is a letter dated January 12, 1945; from 

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowi tz which was apparently delivered to the 

War RefUgee Board in error. 

Very truly yours, 

,t.ugnall} J. fi. l'ehl© 

J. w. Pehle 
~ Executive Director 

Rabbi Israel Tabak, 
S'haarei Zion Congregat~on, 

-~-

Park Heights Avenue at Hilldale, 
Baltimore 15, MarylatJd. 

Enclosure. 

r, 

~: 
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[! --
EXECUtiVE. OFFICE .. OF THE PRESIDEN{ . 

.WAR REF u dEE. BO~Ro> 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

/};7 /I/~ r /:/fit : , •• 
l1{~.v-:.IJ~·'f~ l.>J:?J·C: .. 

0 ~il~#<·<P·~p~,+ 
TO \lil.ls Hodel 

FROM :a. 1hz in 

Attached :1ereto is 
witn a draft. of a lett<:.r of 

. · 0)\L~ 'tv( · fp;t.O. ; ~~-7 
tne Rabbis 1 :nemorandum to . the President · togethe]:' · · l~·~~. ; · 
transmittal. . · · · ~(J1;-4'tl i. 

. . . - . . -- -~~(-~ .c 

Forma ... ly s 1;eaicing, Y1RB would seem to be the correct channel through .1-:'aW; ·, 
t1i1ich a 1Jri~ate or~;~mization she>u~d, oi~ at least may, a~:es~ a_memortmdum '/.f:~"'f 
c.o tne pres~clent. on rJatters relut~ng to the rescue of Naz~ v~ct~ms, .and I '-··&,""' · 1 :~ 
'CiliTLlc c.nt.t tnuismL,;siun of 3\lCh a :nemonllluUffi by U:s il'> qu;ite unobjectionabi(3· 'fl zt: I 

Yvw. ,,L.l notice ;:,illi.t tne urai't .Letter does not contain any appro~ai ~' ; . 
0r ex;;;r..,;.;aic.n of 0ur o1,inlon re5aruin,i; tne contents of the meino. -~ ~ 

. It. ls trae /';w.t we have bt!en auvised by tne Rabbis that they have ··'·' B 
re.1ueste0. Guv.:ornur .uen.nan to h!:l.l1<1 to t,He President, in person, an identical:W~ ~ ;:-
v;or..ied :i\e;;ior-anoum; but ,,e ur.clloJ~"StanC\ c.:-.fJ.t Government Lehman is not. .certain r g' ·'.' 
Nlw'\,;;toi' u8 wi.1.J. ';:Je ub.w tv see tn;; PrcosLwnt previous to his depart1,1re frotif' . ·•. · 
t-He' c .. U;H,l'y. ln .Ll>C: Cil'CWJlSt-ar,e;e:;, t1•Ls need not stop US from transmitting l' 
i...ile :11E;:no::.'un:.n1m h6 rB\{ucste~l. ~.·-·.·~. 

~" I 

AA· . r 
A ttuchr1ent 

" ' --~ 

I· i .• 

L 



·~ 

,.-f( ~. 1/~9/45 ,, 

My dea.r ,vir. :president: 

I have t•w honor t0 enclose herewith a memorundum 'handed 

to tile war nefubee Board by tne Union_of Orthodox Rabbis of United I - . . . -· - .. 

i:.ta1.es and canada and the Vaad da.hatz.ala Emergency Committee, 

addre:;sed to th€ President of tne united Sta-Les. 

', 

Respectfully, 

J. Vi. Pehle 
Executive Director 



/>,/'~~":~''' 
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~.oo.;oBAHDtThi TO H.IS·EXC~;I.ENCYr. 
· . ~'RANKI.IN mir;ANO hoi5sE¥Evr''-.... ' 
l'RESIJ)ENT oF· ~mt'uNITE:i> STATEs·· 

~HE· VIHITE HOUSE . 
WASil ING'l'ON, D. C~ 

-~---- ~--'_Th__() zero__llc>~r fast _f,IJlproaQ@!l for the __ pitiflJl_r.J)mnan_t__"Qf:.__;EC!l'QJ.:l.9_~_i:L:.~:·--1· ~-~+­
,Towry., butchered and ruthlessly destroyed by histo;i'y'i(JJ1Q8t bost~Ej_l . _·.·_.: ·_.,· 
murderer. The ·complete· and final annihilation· ot t.n~~-·remiiant hiil·l3~be,.;<< · · · 
come the pa.r.ticular ob,je~Hve and frenzy of the han~?n• · · ·' -

May we resp3otfully submit the follcmingproposiUs fqr th~ 
consideration of the President: 

1) That a warning is sue from the Pros i dent , premier Church ill and 
Marshal Stalin, to. the Ger··~an Governrr.ent and to the Gerrrnn people th-;T: 
the murders must c'ease nnd that the fullest punishment will" be. exaated 
for the exterminations and tortures inflicted. on the_ helpless unfortunate 
victims. 

2) That all Jews and otbers held by the Germans be declared ahd 
considered prisoners of war, and as such entitled to the protection of 
such status. 

3) That inasmuch as the judicious use of fnnds has roode possible 
:3nd resulted in the rescue of many unfortunates, additional and. larger 
sums be w.ade available t-o the pror..or agency for continued 2nd further· 
nerotiation fer tr.e release Rnd rescue of those still held. 

4) May ':le also respectfully call the attention of t11e President 
to the only remaining Rabbinical College of Poland, This College coffi.;. ¥ 
prising some 505 :r;ersons and incluJint: Deans, Rabbis, faculty meinb~r,s. 
and scholars, escaped Poland; and after wandering t hroue}1 Si beriiw~·rid 
China, eventually reached Shanghai. Reports received through th~ -tnter-' f 
national Red Cross, emphasize their danger and urge their immediate ,_ 
evacuation, ':'he deve lo.pi ng wa:r: si tuo~ion further aggravates this danger. ;· 
The rescue of this rroup is the d~ep concern of religious Jewry throughoti~ 
the. world, The vatican was recently informed that the Japanese Govern- · 
mont was will·ing to negotiate fol' the exchaQg~ of this group. May_we 
tr.erefore, I'esrectfully call the attention of the President to the 
ersally recognized exceptional rel'ieious status ~f this Rabbinical 
in Shanghai, and to request the consideration of the President for 
exchange. "\ 

January 15, 1945 

.·~ 

~espectful1y submitted: 

m11C' 1~ c? 0?'iJro ro x :lA ~3rs o P unrT~4.!E'­
CAI·riiDA 

VAAD FAE.JTZALA !.:.iERG:?J:cy OO~.:.~I-TT~ 
Representing all Orthodox Jewi·sh 

132 NB ssa u Street 
New York, 7, New York 

vtk.·~~ 
Rabbi Abra~ Kalmanowitz 

. \... 
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.. MEYO~DJd io Iiis ·EXCELLl!liCl FllANKLIN · DJ!J:J.\.No RdosE.v:Ei.~ · 
,P.ImSIDEl4T OF T.HE UNITED STATl!.S 
THE WHITE HOUSE. . ·. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

------------------------· ,__.........., .... 

'l'he ze1•o hour fast approac)ies for the pitiful renifiant-(lf Eur()pean . ' 

Jewry, butchered and ruthl.esf?;ly deatroyed by histocy' a moat best,i,al. 

murderer. The complete Ei1ii' f.inal .lmnihilatiop. of :this rem~nt ha& 
become the particuli.IX objective and i'reney of the hangmen~ · · 

May we respectfully submit the following proposals ·for the 

gracious consideration of the Pres~dent2 · 

1) That a ·warning issue from the President, Prenrl,er Churchill 

and Marshal Stalin, to the German Government and to .the German people . · 

that the murders must cease and that the fullest putdshmfmt wiU be 

exacted for the exterminatioP,s and tortures ipflicteti on the Mlple~£1 ·. 

unfortunate victims. 

2) That all Jews and otA,ers held by the Germans be declal'ed · 

and considered prisoners of war, and as such entitied to the 

. protection of such status. 

3) That inasmuch as the _judicious use of i'unds has made possible/ 

and resulted in the rescue or r!iany unfortunates, .additional and / 

larger sums be made avliilabl:e to the proper agency for coht:Uiued 

and further negotiation for the release and rescue of those still 

held. 1, 

4) May we also respectfully call the attention of. the Presj,dent 

to the only remaining Rabbinical College oi' -Poland. This 9oilege 

comprising some-505 persons -and including Deans.t Rabbis, faculty 

members and scholars, escaped Polancl, and a'fiter.,wan,Q.ering t}lro1:1gh ·· 

Siberia and China, event.ually reached $hangbai. }'l.eports receiVed 

through the International Red Cross, emphasize their danger at;ld ~ge 

their immediate evacuation •. The developing war situation further 

aggravates this danger. The ;rescue of this gT9UP is the ·deep coMern 

of religious Jewry throughout' the world. The. Vatican was recentl.y 

informed 'that the Japanese Government waa willing to ~!'lgotiate for' 

the exchange of this group. Ma] we therefore respectfuliy _cal~ the 

a.ttent_ion of the President to tfi.13 universally recognized excepti9nal. 

religious status of this Rabbinical group in· ShB;nghai, and to · 

request the consideration of the ··President for their exchange.• 

January 15, 1945· 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERG1NCY COMMITTEE 

Representing all Orthodox Jewish Organizations 
1,32 Naasau Stree~ 
New. York City ·. 
N.Y. 



·I· c ~· ?~ :r~~~'li 
:I ... /. ·-<·.·.. . ·-> .• o;·. i ····-
.• , ilSJ' we reepeotfil],ly submit to, t)ie. State .J)eplir.tntentr ;tlie f~l~~l~ t~~a~: l .; \ •• 
_J matters for .. the_·· cons1de~at1on of.the: :Departmen~·:~a -~~r' t~e"'~eo~'sa&i7 ... •• >.' ·:•t 

• ' - ,!.': ' . . . . ... : ... -· ·. - ·. ~ . . . ·. . . . . ' . • .' :.-· - -. ' : . . . . ' .. - . . .. . -. . ' 

action: wlii ()h we pet1 Uon oo'rewiths ·' · . "· ;i. .J• · : i~ 
c].··'Sititze~l~nd'iOI'DUl'lng-tbep11s~yen-r-ou~ErJierij~~7"-··.'"-':·-'-c-----"+ 111 >it,···· -~'-'---
Ooimlittee, through its r~soue conmi ttee in SW~t~rl~rid~ · · . - .· L 

has received the fullest cooperation of. the S\Vles \' •. ···• 1:[;;; 

Goverrment in the admission of the refugees, who t}l:r,ou_gb f: t· 
the aid of our Oonmittees• were fortunate enough t() be: ·j- ::1;'-

rescued from the ha'nds of the enerrtV and given haVeD 111 L 

SWitzerland. Sw1tzerlllnd has manifested on every oooaalon 

its great humane and de1110cratio ideals and }las kep.t lte 

doors open_ to these refugees. We understand that the 

country, as eall a·s it is, already holds oloee to 100,000 . 

such refUgees. We can rer.dily &pJ.)rGOlate and und~n~and the 

burden that is· imposed upon this country. We woul!i thel'S­

fore respectfullY requests 

(a) that the Government of the United States to~tber -. / -. 

with the other_allied Nations take ~aedlate steps 

to arrange f~r the removal from SWitzerland of tbe 

maximum number of these refugees an~ the pll!cing . ; 
of t?em into a temporsry oenp until tbeil' permanent 

re-e sta bl1sbme nt. 'l!h is W&llld olearly emphasi S~e to 
~ . . -
-·~ 

the Goverlllll9nt of SWltzerian~ that the refugee11 

are being provided for and w~ld give the S'llise 

Government the add~d impetus to continue tQ. 

keep its doors opeo to the maey Who enD .etill 
"'"~. - • • • • 'y 

be rescued. In conjunction with the removal 

of these refus-ees we would respectfully sug&est 

that pl'ovisions be JMde for the admi~rd.~ri '~f 

food, clothing and medicaments to those· a].;_:. 

rea-ey there to relieve the $ltuatioii whfcl1·b8s 

of those refugees;. . 

r-., 
'·-.' ,-, 
\:: 
i. 



.-.: 

with tbO Go•O~Jltl'(IQ~ Of, ~:ltta:OJ'.lDIUI 

oollt1nue to J~:oop 1ta dool'O opoa• 'lhe . 

aucoose of all pZ0$8tltlt and futtn'e rsat.Ju,e 

meaeurea lavo!Ying bt1Ddroilo of tbooaand.a of 

lho$, 18 entlroly ~na dh'Elotly depoilattntob'' 
the cwrtalnb that the admlaelon of thoeo 

l'escuea, will be aesuroH1. fbo QOt1on \ltllicb 

&.r1tserl8o8 baa hko" hotototon la t.be admiae-

ot u.e novol'A'!l0nt ot the lJnl Ull.l nt~toa. 

. _ _; · .. 

an 
u. we b~We been advi!le4 th~osobaas& le 1t~Plneot:l)otween 

too Gove!'f.l!ll)ota of P81'8~ and Go~. we would tberd'ore 

rau~ottully ega1 n onil tho ottent ion of tho· utuie. DeptU'ttnont · · '' 

to tho two groapa of pereona fo:enol'ly ~hold in Cmp V~toll, 

France. ono ·group of 163 was der.ortett in April 1944 and.th$ 

second group of 51 In ~Y 1944., these 214 persona 1nolu4e 

maey BJ'Oot rabble. actWlsl'8 moo ltadera snd their f.fite is ot 

hlterventlons with the ~t.~.tlil Deportmont. concenlng thlim., W&.-.: . . . ~ - - --- . . 

anxiously fear for tholr ~fety. 

Inaoo:aob ae most of tbtJae persons J»S 11088 t•sragll1411 

docrumentetloll with psruoulnr val14lty for exobnt£e, wo i1101114! 

respectiVely request oor Stst.a ~rtmont w111cll hlle. ev1d8noot; 

lmoh 6eep COQOOJ'O 1B tbe fate of thle @l'Oup to &'!Ike OVOJ7 

effort to 4laoover thoir wiwrenbwts &i:ui ·to bave them. ex- _ 

t II. »olefl"l tion to· twrttaeJ'lel'ld - we. would . re$poc\~llJ" . 

MQU!Hlt tho aute18Unoe 'Of tl» Utate De~r\ment lb ~~ ,.,..,,.,.,..,.,,w 

of oeabUrtg our- or@IGllist.ttiQD to eelld_AL4&.l~~t~cj~~.lt;~w~DH~Il.~; 

tba t. lt 'r.'i~ ttOl!k cln· O}~e\' bQ~. Wl Ui: Our . 

. Orm•ftiee n.oretil and ··utst tli~ t'IOlilllllt1;ea.1~, .. :1 ltJ>t)~~~t}lemlllflr 



' .• · .• ,';.:~.!.· .J ,,, ,,,.;c:;;;,,:c;c:,~jj~·~~~$;'*'"?''''':.,,,.,"':~},,.-;,;~ .• -:~···~~~-~~: .•. ' .•. ' • ',•' . •• \' 

' .···• ....... llbOd ...... 1u<!m .... bJ• ......... ~~~ .... <i>U~ ••. J,:.;.~ i .L~~~~~ ;: 

rewrt to t.be nepresont!liive of .. thO _w~! Re!Uae& ~~rdjtll.'· 

aw1-tz;r~l~a~od ;~-wo ... tdd~ .. ~pa~ .. ~.~~·u·~a~l~ __ · ond .. ooordth!}ta bta·;,o·r~-a~ ·· · ··v .• , , 
progl'om with that ot the notug$e Board repre~ritllti.Ve. .j: ., 

In this ~m~rul9:r we teol thttt a oloear contact w<luid lie 

eetnbliehed M\wean our COtntn1ttee -here and the Oorlll!'i1tte~>.-
.. ._ ·. . . . .. •. -- . -.-. _- , .. 

op.eraUng in SWlherlond and would ao0$lel-ate tha ~soufi ' · 

program. 

IV. Delegation to POland - VIe would also l'Oapeo~tuU~ 

requo at ttJ& I,Ood offices of our State Depal'tnlen~ t(t~.· •u_. 

inter-Mntion with the Government ot the. USSR t9 IJel'llllt af4-
enable the ent17 of a delegattoa of our ColllJOlt teo into frf)8. 

Polontt. !Phla Oo!IIDltt«:m would have as its rosin purpQse~,.,. 

(a) to dlsoover and troce the wbo:reabotite qf tb9 

meJ\V thonaands of great Rabbis end 1-GDderl'J 

o'l the rellgloue COfMlWllt~s wh1oh .ox1ato4 

prior to the war in l'oleD4. 

(bl To endeayor to rewilte upl'Ooted and war...torn 

tamntea •. 

(o) To asaht !' the problem of etvl~ dlr;ot 

relief to the many hundreds of thousands 

' of pa·rsona who ere in dire IJ9ed of snob a 

relief program. 

v. W& would also reapeottully request the Stute 

-t:. 

to lnteroode w1 th the tloV&l'QIJ)at o~ tl!O JJGSR for the reloe(l8 
--- . . - - ______ -; .;..· . 

ot the Rabble and Rabblrtlc&l floholer" who am l\CtW.tn the 

USSR In the }Jl"OVIDOIH!I of, --Wu:rkena~Gil.-. Bakbm'.Ef• (}to. $1Jl~~fF 

aoholan sac! rabbis are .fohlerly in· the gre!lt>T••~~~tlt.o:f 

t>olatt4 and la tbe re.llgloQe OOlllllwtitl!a ot, t~~t ~~:{lt;7-, 

They represent an elemebt moat Ylttlll~ ··•w.ceseal'1' !'~· ~~· 
. . 

future :rells1ot~a 111\l ot the Joviidl "~ple ~!ld 

anxious to er-ra~ 'f<~r tljQl-l'c rel4Ht~ from ... ~ ...... 3 ........ 

J 
I 
i 

-.-! 

'· l 

i· 
. I· .. 

i ., 

- t-

rtile lllOtt&l' llae b"D !)l'esented ·. OD at):yel'al I:\Clail!Jli)UE(t~••·.•ttl€1L:'£'']} \' .. ••·••· · · been · 
State ~P~•rneat .and has ~k..ert ~ IIY ••. JOltlf!} •. lUJii!J<I.II!IJJl!W(J~ 



VI •. Shanghai-- pn 

the State Department m.emoranda o,onoernlng tl1e releQsa of 
the group of Rabble and;·"Rabbtn/~Jlars in Sb8ngba1. !!!his . :;, . . -·- . ' . 

group oompr1see some 500 persons ln whi~h 1itln<ilud~d-.in 
entirety the Rabbinical COllege of Z.Ur. one ci1nhimoet o!lt;.i 
standing Bebblniod schools in Poland. we have interceded 
with the Vatioan, the Government of Spain and the GOvernmen' 
·~f Sweden for the unilateral i'<llea se of this group· trom 

. .rspan and also for their lnolua1on 1n wbab'fel' e.xobant?,Os 
there are to be made. we stressed to the Vatican and to the 
GoverllTOOnts of Swedeft and ap.lb the ouhtandbig and: exaoptioJ:I&l 
rellgiotte statue of this group an!f requested that they be 
apeolally conBldered in the matter of exchange· or ·release. 
We wel'e roaently infol'lllEid that the Japllriese Qovernment was 
randy to oonelder the, exchan.ge of these persons. We woui.d 
therefore rospeatfull:v requast our st·ate xepartmlent to gl'Ye 
immediate consideration to tho mQtter o~ their exchange 
and-to express a willingnesa to the Government of Japan that 
our country was ready to. oo)lslder the exchange of these 
:parsons. 

VII. our organisaUon has worked in closest harmoou with the 
war Refugee Board and clear~ recognises t}Je tremendoufl ta~;;; 
wh1 ah faced the war Refugee .Board dl.uing 194.4 in carr,v1ng out 
the E:recuti'VEI order of our Pres1dent __ wbich·ore,ted the Board 
w 1th the express purpose lJf Jl8klng possible the rescue of the 
mszimum number of tho Hitler v1ot1ma and enable theft' e_soa_pe 
safe terri to-1'1• our oOTIIIIittee. expended ·over $l.loo.ooo · wlt141h_ 
1 t m de available under Govecrmoont He& nee to OOmw.ittaee 'Which 
operated in the EUropean tbeatrec. !l!houaall4 .. of' pel'aon• owe . ~ . -

- - - / - ~- _- -- . their l~vea to the f.uacltioning of the 1'/ar:ae~ligee Board and 
t.h~ closest hal'IIX)fw- wl_ th wiJich oul' coli'#ll1tt~ 'W<)l'k;l. 
Board iii SW,it zerl!ln4 •. 

\_~-



- 5 ... 

war Refugee Bolll•d be expanded and that it be give~ 

greater means to ei'feotivel~ carry o~.tt its humane 

p~OBfem• It has been ?l'oven thut ·resouo aon te· 

effeuted by- the judioioua use of l"arger sums of money! 

We feel therefore that larger sums should be placed 

at the disposal of the War Refugee Board to be used 

for the rescue of unfortunate victims. It beoomes 

apparent as time passes that literally only d~s 

remain thnt oan still be utilized for the rescue of 

as many Victims as possible who may still be snatched 

from the hands of the EIDSDWo We are O•crtain· that 1 t 

is the desire and will of our state Department- to make 

pose1 ble this rescue work. 

• January 10, 1946 

Respectfully ~ubmltted 

VA;,D HAHATZALA EMERGENCY 
OOMMITTEJil 

132 Nassau Street 
I:0v1 York, N, Y • 

Rabbi Abrahsm Jralrr.anowitz 



: .. _: -~' ~. : . :; .. , :.·-~>: 

; "tl Jllomip.y. Junuu~·.r 8, !. rl;'lttehfld 1\ t.l'll~p~cm¢ o~J.l frora n~~'bi.1¥VP'!g . 11!illor/of the Am&rican J'ewisb..Conr.resa .11'1 ~ow York• (mbbi Nll,~etf.Jtt(\t.~~l;~bll~/ tb111 Vaad ltabatsal.Q 1:s . eolte.U.otitta t. Cfni1pat{W in vhloh it., it( t•equ&at,irig <cqtH· f t.ribtttluuu fvr 'bh;:; )?tll'J.X.H!!\ CJf )'1}-Sclrl.~ ~$w111 and -1(l. intc;>rlll1n~t~-~bU11~t~·-""' rescue Cl)uld bo oi'.t'eQted Qt uo l!IUch f-61" heud. · lf(l Aa~t11$r · e;~~t~d th;,.t • ... ·-: . . · uever·l!l ~~~op.Lw 'fl)lO ~·e~~ UOlll.llded.ne tho ridv.t(}e.bUit.V' ol' n>~!rJ.ntf).ii.);"ge CC)#;_, . ; · tribt\tiun:;. tv t;l~e V11.11d H"'baii:l'~nll\ hit'ln ~<ii?J'O!lCill!ld 1\tr.d:.O nid( wtbe+~hl)i' 'sildh · oontributiuuu ul\ould bo mAde Ol' n~t.. B;~fol"~ g:, vinn nut~b ar.lvb<Q. Rabbi Miller wnnt.Elli to .i.nltuil'e i£ l 11<ml.d confirm thl\t auch resou~.opert~tl~?~ 1n·~. JlOtiltlQlre. am\ whether the Vaad aab(l\aalu is Just..itisd in conductJ.ng ~JUch &: oa.,a~~~ • 

. r l'<li'Med to oomlAi t llt'llelr uht\ sbt~d th!it. ! ~ould not. 'oo~0nt qi( ·th~ c;twitt> or ar.y cu:~puio1 uy u~ r<~li~Jt' Ql:'ij:\hi:<Sation, tAn!! tbr~t :l.t ·a. c*t~; .. · of the Houd is UGl&irod, the Air:Gt'i;)ari <li>~bb Oongr!ol:Ul CO'Ill4 eendU,$ ~~ . . . . . materiu.l ragl.rdlnti wh1"h th·li·:l wl~b ·to ba-ttt our opinion. llubbi tillth;·.; stated thereupon thnt he dooa not ask tor -.·~xpre~aion of opinion ot the Board but ttit.i:u!:ti tc. t~n ·ilfl pusond Vif•'llf& on th~ eubJeet. 1. P.nt~wered th .... t, per­sonally, 1 belltJ< IJ t-bu t tht· '!f.':»:. d. Hat.at.i!t.la ll.ue <.ione vury \UJeful \fOrk in connection with t.he l't!t<Ouc of indh•il.\ur.l.li"r; b1tt th!\t I hnv• nothing to- sa:y . I'tif.;bl.lL1.n~ l.hG L-llf:,;~>d ~p(!Oit1.o ClB.Illpdt,'ll at: the Vaad Htkbtittsllla. I adiied that ht ctirt~>.:l.f~ «ouU not mmt mf• to t~llte ~ ·.eouent.s re(lftrd1ng al\1 oumpo.ign conducted b.Y Congress if a repronentative u! tbe Vaad Habataal& baa askfid me . ~ . 1 or :;ucb cvrum'-~Jl.f~!l. ·· .. 

Rabbi IUlle:r· said tlmt he, too, 1a conVinced of tbe good work of t.ha Vuad Hahat.za.lu but tindo hll!uilolf at n lou& tiS to the epeoU'io advice 1m ~;uvul_o.i givt'i ·tv pote:nCl.,J. oont.ribut~)l"tl. · 

.r l't>iJ4l&t.e<l !>hr. t I cm.\lct not be rd' 4!\Y bolp to bia ~ tbio respc;ott . 1.1.ttd h~ -raug off ui t.h >J"{''"i ov!,;jmnne ~r bE~J1nu dt.sappointe.q.; 

on :0.'\lu:>d«;r, ,r!4ruar',;T 9, ltr. ut"Ot;SI1l!\~~ of.' tbe World JowU,b Oongrtsse, pho{led me from Nen York. He atatod thu.t thero an~ rwsora ~iug toroun<l ir,l lhr.v lurk \.hJ<T. the 7/ru~.g. Habat.:usla is eollrluotina a O!llllpdgn !;or the pl.U'poe• oJ: 1'W!ouing )OG,OJO -JI!tta at eo :r.u.ah pu• heed, '1'U.h ttt. oons.,nt oi' t.he GoV61'..,. lilt! Qt. • n(l !\.:Jte&. ffilll WAI!c~JH:·f· ·t(HI.:JCI l'W!:Ol:'$ !l.l'l< . tl"'..lt' or not. . 
I anawered t.h•;,.t I have no comment to· oJ:to1• w,1.th regard ·to au;v: unsubatant.1e.ted rtllllO:rts and inquired wlu~thfir ~:~nytbing Me baunjlubl~B~ 



--·~ ~ 

anywhere;., Ra :laid tmd:. nothing haa baf!n published nttd tt~'it there nrf1 onJ.y 
rumon to tbt-!t et'fl3at.. I anid th!tt 1£ unythin& ohould bo publiohed on the_ 
r-ubjt\Ct nnd he rwuld liKt:< t,. h<11V& tho r;o,ut\1 tJ opldon, he c,.v;l-d t!find ue 
t.llo '<'fltt,riul- and 1'ormulat-e ijitl 'l.u"'s t.l.cu, bu.t t.lu, t · .!1.1.' long ·'·!:'· he '"'t.rtly 
l'f'<'t'lkll ,,f l'UlOOr'l.l W.>.l.hout. in<iic;atin& tl:cir :::::urtu, t.ben -~; Tiot.hing T C·OV.]:d 
rio t" -Ji&lp h_im • 

' y 

On .1:L:1 .f•,cu, th& lAil'pv~t> (;.i. l;ub\.l1 Uillcl'' tJ tmci. rr. QJ'OtJttmnn' n or..ll.f' 
\VKI'l to obtain ~orne sta\.t!C\tm1.. .f;,.·vfu t< iA>l.lOl!l c.i' Uiti FJu,ni.lo (lt,{;.tf. r:hioh could;-_ 
b:~ -lu"t.•:d 'to <Ht;ooul·Ag~ contributor rJ to b ri v!il orgtmizat1on fl'()lll cout..r1bll1ilng 
~-0 \.!, 1,11(1- t.,. li•I<COUl'll.i>;fl tllVUI I.\' dif\i'l.l't.iJ 1..lW.!.x· \.;l-Ut:r-:.b'U-~·10;_'(~ to thG Ui'i(Sll:l •• r<t.\\"lt\0 
in an luh t.1"'~" 0 ;:u-~; ... ~men ..::.-~:: :i-Ii\..,;. ~.~t.cd--a. pracrtia() vhioh, unfo1•tunatuly, ia 
v,. -;y .fr-t;.1_u&nt MiOlll} J "wish ru:,lioi' orgt,r.J.zt~. t.ion~>. 'llu:v .ll.l wby I Wft\&) pu.rti-
!.a.ll .. •u·.cy a~,_refu.l nut too glvu t)lt""'r ... J.· '-'·"' ti>~;>'lhl\.lm\m !}.ny dltlf>'l\1:" ~~~~ 'i7hits}l t,l:\;~y"· 
i)')l\1.-• r<&.:tJ iHW J.'vr ~>hoil· own ttndu. -

At Lllt> SL(!i:f:i t:.imo-1 aud without nooen~nl'ily placing l'l'llia.nue on t.hei:r · 
v•H·llt.,.n .:,f t.h{> Vuad H&ha.t~H.lla 1 » olot;it!.M, it :;;ey be uaeful to .1.nqulro what it 
'-" r;.h,.t:. t-'1£· V61H.I Jlahat.uala iu st~.ying w :..nduc~ 0011-:.~·~b\lt.iwr1n t.~) ,ltn oin':rlllpt; 
·~'I'Ds><.I.'J'!'l· .c:hv\U.d ii. l<j)Ptll.ll' t..:out the Vh!.ad. .olallAI.<lUliJ. gotta to)<) .l:n',(' in alnili.ling 
tta: hu~t.l.bll.tty of oe,n.~<in illl,PUiihlib1e .,~t1l';_,tJ.:mu 'vr l.u olultdu:i TJ, S. GoVI)l'n­
"'tnt au~·por-t for op€1riH>iOnl! w wnich r .. > m-.xch auppart.. i& buln& e,~vcm 1 it lli<Air 
bo uaefUl t.o auminiat.e•r Iii. b0al4by .r~o1ke. · 

BAkzinaar ·J.19/4S 
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132 NASSAU STREET 
I ROOM -DUU --­

NEW YORK 7, N. y; 

PHONE RECTOR 2 ... 423 6 

War Refugee ~oard 
Treastiry Building 
Washington, .IJ, c. 

'Attention: Miss lt'lorenoe Hod. el 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

we refer to the telephone conversa-tion of Tuesday after- ! 
noon and we thank you for arranging the conference to be held 
Thursday, cTanuary 11 at 5':00 P,l\l, 

/ 

Our Committee headed~ by Rabbi Kalmanowi tz will be present. 
/ 

·Inasmuch as we have written to the Honorable Mr. Dunn 
requesting a conference with him, may we ask you whether it 
would be ~ossible for the. I~ Ref]lgee Board to so arrange the 
matter that the outstanding qfficials of the State Department, 
with Mr. Dunn at its head, be present at the conferenee ar­
ranged for next Thursday. 

With our deepest appreeiat ion, 

Very respectfully yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY 

PS:r 
-a~~-~ 
Pincus Sehoen 

>' 

·To ucilh:e thl' possibilities for rescue of ,European Jewry ~here the 
· Vaaw.Hahat:cala program· is <~sPeciaUy ne~ded, 



j 

132 NASSAU STREET 
. (ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7,-N: Y. 

PHONE REC'J"OR 2·4235 

December 29, 1944 

Mr· John w. Pehle, Executive Director 
war 1\efugee lloard 
Treasury Building 
Washington, Do Oo 

Honorable Sirs 

We thank you very much for your letter of ·:uaoembsr 28, in 
which you advise us of the continued interest and the concern 
of the war Refugee Board in the rescue of the unfortunate victims· 
in the enemw occupied territories. 

In several conferences hal(/. with you,. you gave us every assur­
ance that Switzerland would be r,eady to receiv~ those who would 
escape and -seek refuge there. 

After a conference with Amba~ador ~arri~nnd in· interviews held 
with prominent persons recently·arrived from SWitzerland, we are led 
to believe that only after a continued and persistent intervention 
with the Swiss Government, could w~;~.hope for further cooperation in 

'\ the admission of thoSe~ fortunateto 'cascape. 

l 

The recant escape and admission of a larger number, gives us the 
hope that maey more may be rescued and on their way. 

May we therefore, ask you to lend the influence of the War 
Board and the State Department that continued appeal be made to 
SWiss Government to pursue its humane policy and to hold its doors u~n 
for those who will· escape persecution. 

perhaps a conference oould be arranged with the Honorable 
of State or with some other official of the State Department 
we can discuss the matter further. 

I .shall look forward to your early advice· 
Wednesday or Thursday of next week w9uld be most suited 

To ;escue, save and preserve from war deHruction the To~~h values 
' (Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Comm;;nal I.eaders). -

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of European }eti!TY where ·the 
· -v • a d H a h a t z a I a 'program ii especia_lly.nled~tf. -

·'· 



H fl HtiTZfl Lfl 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE} 

I 
132 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 'i, N, Y. · 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

December 29, 1944 

Mr. John w. Pehle 

.AK:r 

- 2 -

With our devoted a~preoiation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

VJ\AD HAHATZALA EMFlRGENCY COMMITTEE 

I 

. Ro~,:m Kolmanowlt~ 
" ' -~ 

To Tescue, saye and preserve from war-_t!fstructiqtt the Torah -val#es­
(Y eshwoth, Rabbis, Sch_olars and Communal Lead~rs) 

To utlll%e the possibilities for rescue ~~European Jewry where the 
V a a d · H a h a· t z a I a · program h especially needed. 



.. ·-- .. 

DEC 21 19M 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitza 

Receipt is aoknowledged of your letter of 
Daaember l.S, 1944,- conoeming certain prol:>lJI!!Ls y~ 
have encountered in obtaining funds from your com­
mittee in Brasil. 

1 regret that the war RefUgee Board ie not 
in a position to be of assistance to you in thie matter. 

- Ve17 truly yours, 

J. VI. Pehle 
Executive Qirecto.r 

Rabbi A. Kalmanowita, 
Vaad Bahataala Emer)Jenoy Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. 

-; 



Wa:r Refu~~ee Board 
Treasury~ Building 
·,'iashineton, J.C. 

Dear !,:iss iiodel:-

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
I 32 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N, Y. 

December 15, 1944~ 

n. tt-1 llliss F. Hodel 

1iay we ask you to please have the enclosed message 
dispatched throug:: the facilities of the We£ Refugee Board? 

·,le would also ask the assistance of the War Refl!gee 
Board in another matter. A co=ittee raising· funds for the Vaad 
Hahatzala in- Brazil wishes to tranSIUi t to us the funds they .have 
in hand, but are having difficuHy in getting t~e funds to us.· 
In a communication which we received from them today, they suggest 
that should 'the American Consul in Sao Paulo be advised of the Vaad 
Hahatzala, he would be willing to· .il.ccept the funds for tranSIUi-ssion 

. to us. ·1: 

May we respectfully as)c you to advise us whether the 
War .rtefugee Board can advise the .Ame!.!ican Consul in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
of the Vaad Haha tza~a and that he may accept the funds from the head 
of· the committee, l.:r. z. <;:iriger7wi tz , for us. 

·,ii th our sincerest appreciation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

~ EllERGE.NCY 

· '~"' A.'\:'OVMZ .• 

To r~scue, save and preserve from war destructirm the ·To-T~h 1/i:zlUtf -

(Yeshivoth, Rabbis,- Scholars and· Comn,>unalLeaders) 

To utili:ze the Possibilities for relcue of European Jewry· where the- · 
V t1 t1 d H 11 h 11 t.z a l 11 program is especially needed: 

;_ 
i 



DEC 19M 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitza 

I hava received your letter of December ll, 1944, in 
which you express your joy over the news of the safe arrival 
in SWitzerland of 13.55 Jews from Bargenbelsen. News of this 
kind brings hope to all of us who are working unremittingly to 
save the oppressed J ewe remaining in enemy terri tory. 

The tr8D!endous humanitarian undertaking assigned to 
the War Refugee Board has been fraught with lOOny obataoles .and 
disappointments but the fact that thousands of lives nave been '· 
saved through its efforts and those of private organizations 
suoh ciS the Vaad Hshat~~ala Emergency COlDIIIittee has brought hope 
to the unfortunate people in Europe Bnd encouragement to those 
who continue to work for their rescue and l'elief. Your Committee 
is to be congratulated for the contribution it has made to this 
great life-saving project •. 

Very truly yours, 

"', J. w. Pehle 
E*eoutive Director 

. Rabbi A. Ka.lmanowi tz, 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York ? , N. Y. 

FH:hd 12/15/44 



War Refugee Board 
Treasury Depa.rt1nent 
'Nashington, D.c. 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

·- . . 
132 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM 818) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4238 

December 11, 1944 

we are indeed grateful for the joyous news you trans­
mitted to us that an additional. group o'f 1356 Jews 
reached Swit;zerland safely. Please accept our thanks 
also for making this very vital message -available t.o 
us by special delivery. 

Wo1•ds cannot expressour feeling of deep app:- eciation · 
:,to ·you for your most humane and deep understanding of 
'our earnest efforts during the recent mani; trying months.· 
We are sure that you clearly understand ·an~ truly evaluate 
the Vaad Hahatzala and its-sincere unselfi~h desire to 
rescue the maximum number of our unfortunate brethern. 
May we respectfully ask you, since the year'' is at its _,0lose 
to endeavor to .have the 'Nar Refugee Board issue a statement 
on the V aad Hahatzala and its contributions to the overall 
picture of rescue and relief. 

_With our deepfelt and devoted app:oeciation, 

Very respectfully._ yours, 

P. 3.:- May we ask yo'\.l. to 
please transmit the enclosed 
message through the .facilities 
of the War Refugee Board. · 

To rescue, !ave and preserve /rom war destruction the Torah values 
· -(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars an~ Communal Leaders) 

· To utiliie the possibilitie~ for resc11e of Et~ropean Jewry where the 
V t1 a d H a h a t z· a ·1 a program h especially needed. 

./ 



flO HfiH 

(ROOM Bl9) · ... --.·.q···-~'·.A~ . : . ' . - Y.'_-. 
--.: ,·:_::.· ... ·-·:· --:. NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

/Var Refugee Bo.. rd. 
Treasury Building 

- ;tashington, D.C. 

December 14, 1944 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodel 

Dear Miss: Hodel: 

;';e have been advised that Mr. 
Olsen is presently in Washington.-

You unders,tand that we- are 
mos t anxious to con fer with Mr. 01 sen and to 
get fl'Om him a first-hand repo:bt on rescue 
efforts in Switzerland. ~:.-- S:w-4--~ . -

;,ray we therefore ask you _to 
please arr~:nge a conferen-c•e".,for us with Mr. 
0 1 sen at which we would greatly appreciate 
your pr-esence. 

With kindest regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

To resctte, Save. and preserve from JVar destruction the T_ortzh v0lt£e~ 
_ {Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Schol~rs and Communal Leaders)-' / · • 

To utilize the Possibilities for rescue of European· Jewry where the­
V a a d H a h a t z a I'! program is especially n!eded. 

-. 



DEC8 Mt 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitz1 

I ·am happy to be able to report to you that we 
. . I 

have just been advised that approximately 1,355 Hungarian 

Jews have arrived in Switzorland from Camp Bergenbelsen. 

They arrived during the night -of December 6th to 7th and 

are temporarily housed hear St •. Gall. 

Rabbi A, Kalmanowits, 

Very truly yours, 

j" ~~o K~~Q 

. J .~';fl. Pehle 
Execut~ve Director 

r, 

· Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. 

~"'~~ 
cuR_~ 

5'-{o~~. 

~.,n·-J_· 

FH:hd 12/8/44. 

_;·, _.·. 


