


Dear Rabbi Kalrnanowitz1 

I am pleased to forward here\'1-ith photostatic 

copies of a report made by your Istnn bul committ~e to 

the American Embassy, Ankara, Turkey. 

Rabbi A. Kalmanowi tz, 
'vaad Hahatzala F:mergancy 
132 N aseau Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. 

Enclosures. 

FH:hd ~ 11/25/44 ~ 

Very truly yours, 

J; w. Pehle 
Executive ·Director 

CoL'Uni ttee, ,, 



... 

IOV 27. 

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitzi 

Receipt ia acknowledged of your letter of 

November 19, 1944, enclosing a oopy of your financial 

statement for the period of c1.almary 1 to Oetober 31, 

1944. 

Vecy\ truly yours, 

J. W~ Pehle 
Executive Director 

Rabbi A. Kalmanowitz, 
Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
i32 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. 

/(5:Z: 
FH :hd ll/';.4/ 44 



132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

Honorable John w. Pehle, Executive Director war Hefugee Board 
Treasury Building 
washington, n.o. 
Honorable Sirs-

Nov • 19 , 1944. 

We enclose a copy of our financial statement which 'covers the period of January 1st to October 31st, 1944. 

xou are intimately aware of all the effort, blood, sweat and tears that is contained in the vaad Hahatzala work. 

., 

~From the very inception of the war Refug~e Board, the·vaad Hahatzala has stood in the vanguard of the rescue work, and such rescue measures as procurement of passports,, crossing refugees from one b·order to another, the ransom of ma~ __ l_lE):LI!._bx J;he_eneuw, were init111ted by the vaad Hahatzal_a and carried through by its committees in. the. neutral lands. The war Refugee Board recognised the need for the above me.asures and gave its cooperation to making. the~e measures actu~l rescue mediums. 
. we would respectfully ask you, to please acknowledge receipt of the enclosed statement and to include, also an a~l:lroval_~the....w_ar /· Refugee .Board of the work done by the VMd Hah!it;ala. 

with deepest appreciation, 

-
. 

To rescu~, "saVe and preserve from war destruction the ·rortlf,•" ~al1'eJ . (Yeshivoth, ~abbis, Scholars and CoinmunqlLeadirs) 
To utilize the Possibilities for rescue of Europe;n jewry where the V 11 a d H a h a t z a J a Pr_ogram is especially'needed. · 

!·· 



LDUIB J, SEPTIMUS, C. II, A. 

IIDLOMON SE-PTIMUS, O. ft. A. 

LOUIS J, SE.PTIMUS & COMPAr, ' 
DERTif"I.ED PuBLIC AccouNTANTs 

Y AAD .'RA'UOLO.EMERGElfOY OOJOII'Pl'EE PO'ft RESOlJE 
· · JBW l.O'RK ern 

Statement ot Oaeh fteoelpts & Payments 
Janual";y\1, 19.fr.fr to Ootobe,. 31, l9.fr' 

DOOJOb IP:ro11 Appeals, Oa11pa!.gna & Wdtal'e IPunda ·•••• ••• te11,16.freS8 

ftESCUB AID P.A.IDI 
fte•ltted to Sw1tze:rland • •• ........... •• • .t422122.fre60 
~e•ltted to ShanBhat ••••••••••••••••••••••• llO,lOO.oo 
it••lt-M4 to Palestine ••• •••• •••••• •• ••••••• 36 1.fr02,93 
fte•ttted to tr. s. s. "• • ..•............... 30136'7.06 
Reliltted to lflu:rk•J' •••••••• • •••••••••• •·• •• • 2& 1908.78 
aelilt\td to Sweden •••••••••••••••••••••••• l2 12l8,~.fr 
fttwttJted to Bouad.or •••.•.•.••.•.•.•. ;... •. •.• • • • • • • •• 3•ooo.oo 
Rtliltted to Santo Doalago • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3, 101t.fr0 
fteattted to Llthuanla ..................... •. . 6 1811.00 
Rell1t-te4 to Oana4a •••••••• • •••••••••••••• • 680.00 
lteillt:ttd to London......................... •oo.oo 
ftellltt•'- to ·c••··················•·······• a&o.oo ft ... o-ue .Ud th:rough othe:r OJ'8anhatlona •• •• 7 ,7so.oo 
Pa:roela a eat t:ro• 11. S. to ltuaata • •• ·• •••• • &3 1883.32 
Reliltted to lfleh!'an to:r pa:roela to R~ada ~· ·611032.11 
ftelilt'W.d ~o Palestine to:r pal'otla to 'Ruaala 2918.fr3e88 
fttllltted to lflaasel!' to:r pa:roela ••••••••••• e,ooo.oo 
Oab l.e• yta Wa:r 'Retur;•• Boa:rc11 

Stat. Dept .. and ptht'l' Ageno1ta ..... ~. • ... 
K.lloellaneoua Reaoue Ald Pald ••••• • •• ~ •••• 

· !fotal W••o• Al~ Pald .... ,. ...... •• ......... .-~-~. • 
·~ 

Leas Bmn• .. ot Pund Habtns a. Ada1nbttoationt 

· Sala:rtea ••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••• ·• •........ l& ,.9&1 •. 1'7 
Poatage, p:rlntlag, atattone~J' •••••••••••• 61381•7• 
AdYe'!'tlalQI AI PublloltJ' •••••••••••••••••• 9 1 .fr07•.fr& 
lf:raYellQI, lfotel .A.oooaodattons ••••••••••• 
Stol'ttarlal and ot't).e:r Coat• •••• •• ••••••• l-.fr 16'7t•H 

Telephone •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9,103.aa 
JlteDt •• ·•••••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1, uo.oo 
Ottloe Equlpaent •••··-·•••••••••••••••••• ~~.10 
K1soelltneoua Expense• •••••••··~··•·••••• _____ a_a_t_,a~·-.9 

.lflotal Expeuea Paid 

E%o••• Pa,-..nta o••~ lteoetpt• 

800,876,99 

• l&,287 .&'1 

49,e.fra1e'1 

t at ,:sets. to. 

We h••• aade a·detalltd audlt ot the books an4 :reoo:rd• ot aooount ot 
·the Vaad 'Ratsolo to~ the ten Mnth pe!'locl en4td Oc;t~e:r :31, 19«. anct 
1IB 'DO l!EYtEBY CBR'!Ili'Y that · tn ou:r opbilOil the aboYt ata..tOMilt OO!'!'eotlJ 
toefLeota lt• l~:r7 ot Oaah Heoetpt•. and Pa,..Dt• tor the pe:rlod-
abo•e a.tated• · · , 

LOUI8 J SBPfiJIU8 a: COliP.dY 

·· -"Y~CE!, ~__£--~~~-·-

·-=:· 

. (!. 



(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

war J:1efugee Board 
Treasury BUilding 
Washington, ~. u. 

Dear Miss Hodela 

_(RO_OM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. v. 

PHONE RECTOR 2~4235 

November 24, 1944 

Atta Miss F.Hodel 

we have written :Mr. John w. Pehle ana. for.varded 
to.him an audited statement of the vaad Hahatzala.for 
the period January lst ··}o October 31st.. we are en.:. 
olpsing a oop,y for yo~. 

In our letter we rect\"lested Air. Pehle to· voice the 
approva 1 anu satisfaot ion·<of the War Refugee Board with the 
work o i' tb:l Vaad Hahatzala'.. · 

It has also been in your province to note, at close 
hand, our effort at rescue~ 

May we ask you to call to Mr. Pehle •a attention our 
request, and to ask you to lend also your support to it. 

With our deepast appreoiati~n, 

Ver.y respeotf:ully yours, 

VAAD HAHA'2ZALA EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE 

AKtr 
~~··.· Rab~ 'Ab:~a~m Kalmanowitz· j 

\ . .. 

To resC,uC, save and preserve /rom war d~structio1z the Tot~b valtees 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis,· Scholars and· Comm,unal Leaders) 

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of Europea" Jewry where the 
V a a d H a h a t-z a I a program is especially needed. 



LOUIS ol; SEPTIMUB, C.~ A. 
BDLDMDN_ SEPTIMUS, C, .... A. 

LOUIS J: 9EF'TIMU9. & COMF'A, ' 
CERTIFI~J?. RueLle Ac_cou~:rANTB 

'Y AIJJ JfA'l'ZOLO.EMERCIElfOY OOJOirr'J.'l:E POJt JtESOlJE · ow ll)R:Jt ern · · 
Statement ot. Oaeh Jt•oelpta & Paylllenta · Janual';y 1, 1944 to Ootobe't' :n, 194• 

Ilao.a. PJOoa Appeals, Oaapatsn• & ••tta!'ie Punda· • •••• ~ •• tell,1e4.se': 
JtESatJB AID PAIDI 

Jteattted to Swlt&e!'lan.d • •• •• ........ • •• •• t4221224t60 Jtealtted to S'hanr;hal••••••••••••••••••••••oll01 lOO.oo Jt•aU:Md. to Paleattne •• o •••• · ••••••• • o • ••••• 36 1402,93 Jteattted to 1J. S. S • It • •••• o. • •••• • ••••••• 30135'7 it06. Jtealtted te 'l'UJOk•7 •• ·• ••••• ~ •• • •••••••••••• 28 j908.'78 :cte•ttti.•d to Swedeft •••••••••• ~ ••• •. •• ••• • •. • 1.21218,34 tt•ttted to Bouad.oP ••• •·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•.. •.• • • • • • • •• 3;ooo.,oo Jt••tttecl to Santo Doala&• • • •, o • • o. •. • •••••• 3 1 1,0~ .• 40. llteat:tted to Llthuanla •·• ••·• ••• •. • ••••••• • •• · 6 18lle00 
'." : ·~·· ... 

Jte•tt.t.d to Oanada •••••••••••••••• ". " •••• • 680,00 ltaU:tld to Lon.d.on. ••••••••.••• o. · .•. •. • • •. • •. 400eOO ·It i•J.tttd to ·a\:~> a •• ·•••••••••••••••••••••••• • aso.oo lit .... .,.. 41d thJOough otheP 1o}'!anhatton• •• •• '7 ,750,00 Pa!'oe.la aellt tl'o• u. S. to ~ala •• ••.• •• •• &3 1683t38 Relilttecl to 'l'eh!"an to!' pal"•el• to ftuaala •• 411 032.11 Jteliltt44 ~o Paleatlll• to!" p~l'oela to Ruaata 291843.SS Jtea1tte4 to lfafll•ll" top pal"oela •• ••••••• •• 8 1000,00 O.b 1 .. 'la Wal" Retus .. Boal'41 Stat. Dept .. -~ .,the!' .Agenot.. • • •••• •. •• Klsoellan.eoua fte1oue Ald Pat~~··••••••••••• 
lfotal Jtelou. Ald Pald •••.•• , .................. • ••• • 

Leas BJP!n••• ot Pund Jtatatns • AdatntstJOatlon: 
· Sala~l•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Poatage, pl"tntlag, atattODePJ' ••••••••o••• AdTe!"tlllDI • Publlolty ••••••••••••••••••· 'fl'aY•lf.DS, l!'otel Aoooaodatlona •••• ••••••• S•o:retarlal.and ot'l')eP Coats •••·•••••••••• ~e1epbofte •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ltellt •• · •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• --.----.----.-.-.-.--= •• Ottloe BqulpaeBt ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Klsoellaneoa Elf])enael •• ~ •••••• ~ •• • .- ••••• 

.lfotal B~uea Pa14 

. . 
. Exoeil~ Pa,...n.ta OYe!' pteoetpta 

1&,9&1.1'7 
6,381.74 
~, .. cn.4& 

loi1 8'1D.H 
8,103.SS 
11·uso.oo 

3M.6o 
831,!9 

800 ,8'78 ,99 

• 19,28'1.6'1 

• .We haTe •de a detailed audlt .ot the boOitll ad JOeooP4a ot aooo\iBtf#~' the Vaad 'Ratsolo to!" the ten aontb p~!"lod. eBded Oot~ep 31, l94.f.' aiiCl .·.· D bo HBJ!XBY OE'R~D'!'- that tn oUI' oplb.lon the abo•• a~ate .. at oo!'"e'tlJ' •• _l'•tleota 1t1 'U..l"J' ot a .. h Jteoelp\a aml Pa,.eat1 .tot' the ped~·::· ._.· .• -... _ abo•• ata.ted• ~ 
· · .·.. · 

·' 

' . 



0-.--·-·- ~----~::· 

-~-
\;' ... 

Dcr.r S!rs: 

P~lrsl:~\!lt to -!'.he re:z;mf't con '.ailled l.n your lettG·r 
of Octobo:r 27, 1941,; there are P-nolosed hor~:>uith duplicute 
_or~ ginnls o•" two ~.ot tors which Uw 'll'c<!' Refucreu BQtU'tl 
a''rl.rcn~nd to tl:e Union oi' Ot•thoc:o}; RubbiB undor dnt.e 
of October 241 1944. 

Very truly youJ.·r., 

Florence Hodel 
Speoi:ol .'.f:!ci.l;tvnt l:.o- the Executive D:l.rE'otor 

~-

Vand Hahat~a.la Emergency Comm.f.ttee,-
132 Nassau Street, · 
New York 71 New York. 

J>:nclosures, 



·- ('=":~ 

~; i1 ., -~ M· i1 -r :!1 I 

\1flfl 0 Htl Htl 
132 NASSAU STREET -

CROOM 010) 

NEW YORK 7, N, Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-423!5 

October 27, 1944 

war Refugee Board 
Treasury ~ilding 
Waalrington, . .u. o. 

Att, Mise Floranoe Hodel 

Dear Miss Hodel, 

Ma~we ezpress our most grateful thanks and appreciation 
tor your indulgence ~n making·the changes in the ?our messases 
which I left w1 th the war :Refupe .. .coard for tranmhaion. 

we enclose herewith copies of two messages which the :BOar4 
sent to us• Ho11111ver, the~ are· addressed .to tha Union of Ort)lodoz 
Rabbis, and inasmuch as all of ~ur aocounts are carried in.the 
name of the vaad Hahatzala .ll!nergen~ oormnittee, we would be 
grateful, if you could send us t~e same copies addressed to us. 

"' If .it 1a possible, we would ~atefull~ appreciate that 
all aormnunicatlons from the War ~fugae ~ard be addressed to 
the vaad Hahatzala ~ergebQy committee. 

AKar 

with our most grateful appreoiation, 

~er,v respeottull~ ~ours, 

V.AAD HAHATZALA dl!liGimOY OO:MI4ITTEE 

d...-;~ //' • t..,/\T·J ~~ 

Rabbi Ab. abam Kalma_ ·now_ its·.· .. _J_._· _· 
. . . v'_ - ... · _: -·· 

To rescUe~ save and preserve from war deslrtlction the Tora/T ;;!I lues 
. . (Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Commitizal Leaders j 

To uJilize the Possibilities for rescue of E1trojfe~n Jewry where the 
V a ad H a h·a t% g I a p~ogram is especially needed. · 

-i 



EKECUTIVE OFFICE O;F THE PRESIDENT 

W.oill REFUGEE BOA.BD 

WASHINGTON 25, DoC o 

OF:FICE OF TIHE Ootober.24,1944 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dear Sirs: 

The following message for you from Mr. Sternbuoh 
was received through the American Legation in B.ern under 
date of October 19,1944: · 

" To date(October 6) we have disbursed in Swis·s 
francs equivalents·: for Slovakia 305.000; fOr 
Poland, Hungary an,d RUlnania 435.000; for Italy . 
30.000; and for Ho~land, Belgium and Franee 140.000. 

"Through Intercross.there was recently dispatched 
a carload which incJ:uded 5000 kilos sugar· and 

.5000 kilos of macaro:Q.i, to the Resienstadt.-Dis-. 
tribution of this· foo~ will be undertaken by otir 
people." 

Union of Orthodox Rabbis 
132 Nassau Street 
New York 7, N.Y. 

·'. 

Very truly yours, 

J.Wo Pehle 
Executive Director 



.;... 

,©..'"ECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WA...'l REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25 , D.C. 

OFF'IC::£ OF TfiE 

~XECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

Dear Sirs: 

october 24,1944 

The following message for you froln Mr. Sterrl:buch 
was received through the American Legation in Bern under 
date of October 20,1944: 

" Trustworthy· information from France has peen received · 
b:~r us to the· effect that internees who were removed 
from Vittel during this spring were later deported . 
to the east from France in two groups which departed 
about the midd.le and th-e end of May respectively. It 
will be a.ppreci:,ated if you will ask the Government 
9f Paraguay to take nee essary steps, through the ! 
Spanish Embassy ~n Berlin, to ascertain if it is 
possible the lb~ation and fate bf these people at 
the present ti111e ~~ . · , 
·~ At our request f'ori!le,rswiss Federal Councillor Musy 
has announced his .readiness to visit Berlin and. try 
to find and rescues these deportees from Vi ttel. 11 

Union of Orthodox Rabbis 
132 Nassau Street 
New York 7, N.Y. 

..· 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 





(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
. 132 NASSAU. STREET 

(ROOM: BiD} 

NEW .YORK 7; N, ·Y, 

PHONE REcToR 2·4~3!5 

October 13, 1944 

Honorable John W, Pehle, Exec. Dir, 
War ~efugee_Board 
~reasury Building 
Washington, D. c·, 

Honorable Sirs 

l·. 

fi 

I hasten to e no lose draft of the cable which ~brought to 
your attention auring our recent conference. 

In this we find further concrete proof that the judicious 

disposition of larger sums has resulted in saving many unfortu_ n_ a~e·s·;· ,_ w__ 'J_-_w_-_,k_·_,_: c: 
other~vise doo)lled to death, we must respectfully urge you to in- .. · : .. __ : 
struct .Mr. McClelland to make available the larger sums nee.ded tl..,..~v. 
·for further re soue. ·. 

I desired to see you after our conference in the War Department~­
In your absence, I adv)sed .Mr, Lesser of our con'ferences and he un ... · 
doubtedly has detailed ~-y; e results thereof to ~rou, ~May I again -urg~ 
you to support our confention in the matter of the declavation as 
pri sonars of War, ;,rr, Lesser has undoubtedly advised you that .Mr. 
has prepared a memorandum on the subject, 

<. 

May I eA~ect to hear from you at the earliest moment in thes~ 
matters? 

·--

With deepest appreciation for your graciousness and aoul'tesy during : 
the past several da:• s and for your deep con cern in the rna qv problems \Vh.io}j 
we presented to you, 

AK:r 

To rescue, save af!d preserve from war destruction the· Torah valties · 
(Y eshfvoth, Rabbis, Sc~0Jars and Co1f!inU1!aiLeaders) 

To utilize the Possibilities for tes.;,e of European !<wry wh"e're thi 
V a a a H q h a t z a I a program is eip~cially needed:-



"~<-~.c .•.• ,:,;;;:i?'';!A~;,;, 
··~.~,:::~;··-

c,. BLE FR01: !ERN 0 C~O BER 7th 
.. -., 

- -- -.---- - - ·- ;__- -- -- ~..;_· __ 

l) In P.unrary a promise has tentatively been given for cessation of 

/ . 
. \fternegotiation , a@:Elnts are preparintc evacuation remain<1er of Jews_ i_n l:lelsen· 

(This we· presume is the remainder of the 1694);~' ,. 
j. 

2) Rabbi Ungar still unaer arrest in Slovakia. His son ih law Ber is freed-stop 

4000 .Jews remained with Parti Sl;ln stop People who didn't cooperate in uprising 

may not be de110 rted stop A larger sum has been deposited. 

3) '.'.'e continue to se:>rch for deportation uamp in Lithuania. 

' 4) l'le huv!;l al resdy reported through:.rcClelland to wh2t countries our funds have 

been dir·ected. 

.'t" 



132 NASSAU STREET 
_ (ROO~ 819) 

NEW 'YORK 7; N. v. 

' October 6, 1944 

Honorable .TQhn W. Pehle, .l!ixeo. Dir. 
War Refugee Board 
Trea s;ury Building 
Washington, u. o. 

Honorable Sir: 
" 

I refer to the telegram which we dispatched to you yesterday and in which we respectfully called your attention to the brutal tendency of the Germans on evacuation of any territocy, to destroy with utter bestiality .thousands of innocent inhabitants. In most cases, the majority of these victims are Jews. . 

An outstanding example, as reported· in the New York '.Cimes and other ne.vspapers was the group destroyed in a camp in JSstonia. 

In the conference held with th~ Honorable· Secretacy of the. Treasucy and with you in which .ttabbi', I. 1Hller, Mr •. Hosenheim and myself took par~, we endeavored to make clear that the urgency of the situation made vital dealing directly-~ith the agents for.the ransom of the unfortunates held in th:l oonoe-n.tration oamps.. A.s the days­pass, and the. brutali tr of the Germa·ns·'1s outlined in clearer detail, this action becomes ·more imperative. · 

we would appeal to you once m:ore, t6 consider that the shadow is fast falling on the pitiful remnants still in the enerey•s hands and to take the drastic but vitally necessacy action which we discussed. 
We anxiously await your action in this wost urgent matter. 

With deeps st appr eclat ion, 

Very re.speotfully. yours, 

AK:r 

To·resC1te, save and pr:eserve from w~r destruction the Torah val11Cs (Yeshivoth, 'Iwbbis, Scholars and Commmzal Leaders) ,. 
To ·utilize the Possibilities for resctte of'· European Jewry where the V a a d It a h a t z a l a - program is especially needed. 

r:-' 





I 
i. 

. tt~. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

DATE Septemb~r ~9;i 
. ·· .. 

TO Ml.ss Ho9-el 

. FROM R. B. Parke 

Subject: 
. . . J . . .. ' .· .·· 

Request for Blanket License by Vaad Hahatzala Emergency ColllllrlJrtee, • 
covering trans1~sion of messa~s to areas liberated by Russia. . · 

In accordance with your request, I informed Mr. Schoen of the Vaad 
Hahatzala '&nergency Committee that no Treasury license is required with respect 
to the transmission of the type of messages to which reference was made in the 
letter addressed to the War Refugee Board on September 14, 1941.,' by·the vaad 
Hahatzala Emergency Co11UJ'.ittP.e. That no Treasury license is required in such 
cases has been agreed by the Legal Di vi.sion and by the Censo1•ship Relations 
Section of Foreign Funds Control. 

Mr. Schoen was advised, however,. that a Censorshi,licanse is re­
quired with respect to each message of the type in question. It was suggested 
to Mr. Schoen_;Ehat application for C~1sorship licenses might be made "t?o Cap• 

. tain F. H. Creech, Office of Censorsll.ip, ·Apex Building; 6th and 7th Streets 
and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington,. D. c. This ~nformation was .obtained 
from the Office of Censorship by the Censorship Relations Section of Forei~n 
Funds Control. 

In view of the foregoing, there is returned for such disposition as 
you may deem appropriate your memorandum of September 20, l944,·in connection 
with the request for a blanket licensa,.,.Jllade by the Vaad Hahatzala &ergency 
Co:runittee. ·~ 



MEMORANDUM 
. . 

For a.ttaohni~nt to: 

FFC Letter No: 

Da:te: Septemper 20, 1944: -- · - - , -

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control 

FROM: War Refugee Board 

Subject: Communication with areas l~berated by. Russia. 

There is transmitted herewith a copy of a letter dated September 14,1944, 

from the Vnt•d &llwtzala. 1!\nergency -:::o;m;;i ttee 
wi t!1 ~)ersons in Polish, Lithuania.:1, and other Ba.l tic 
'bs!"ia. Text of propose<:'. coJnn:\lllications is quoted in 

dealing with -conlmUn~cafion f. 

areas li be1·a ted by 
attached letter. 

The War Refugee ·Board recommends that appropriate Treasury 
licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution 
of_ the project contemplat~d in the letter described above. 

Remarks: 3lanket license as requested. 

A::tion: 

Basic license No. W­
Remittance license No. 
Other: 

Date: 

issued 
issued 

'· 

For the War Refugee Board · 

Liaison Officer 
Forei@ _Fl_.ul<!_s _ Q_QIJ._i;_r-_o]-_ 

.( 
-f 





Ron. John w. Pehle, 
War Refugee .Beard 
Treas·uey bu.1ld1 ng 
Washington, JJ. o. 

Honorable ::lira 

132 NASSAU STREET . 
{ROOM ·Bf9) 

NEW VCR~ 7, l'l· Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·423~5 

September 14, 1944 

~eoutive Director 

We refer to the c oni'erenoe which Rabbi Abrshsm Kalmanowitz 
had w1 th you today and in whioh you expressed yourself that a 
license could issue ~rmitting ·us to send cables to those o1 t1es 
of Poland, Lithuania, and the. other . .Baltic States freed by the 
u. s. s • .H. 

we would, therefore, respectfully ask you to please arrange 
for the issuance of such license permitting us to seni cables 
to Kaunas, yilnius, Grodno, Bialystok, Lemberg,- .Baranowitz, anil. 
other cities of Poland, Lithuania and other Baltic States freed 
by the u. s. s • .H. ~ 

-·~ 

The text o·f eaoh message would, be as follows: 

"ldvise if - - - - and mEI!Ibers Q,f his family are alive and 
their present address." 

Parmi t us to express our deep appreciation for your deep 
oonoern in this and the many other problems which we had oc­
casion to present before you since the War .nefugee .tloard was 
created. You were always ready and willing to listen to every 
proposed plan for the rescue of the unfortunates. 

We are certain that you will expeditS"· the license requested 
in this conmninication. 

To ·rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah vtilrlt!S 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars a11d Commu11al Leaders) · 

To Utflj%e the possibilities for ;escue of European .]eWTy where the 
V 11 a d H a h a t z a I a program is esfecially needed. · 
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VAAD HAHA'l'ZAI.J. ~OT C~I~ . 

132 ITaa~au. streel 
Hew TOI'k 7, Hew Tol"k 

SeptembeJ.O 14, 1944 

Bon. Jo}m w. Peble, Executive D1reoto.. 
War Refugee BoaN. 
'h'eaaui~~ 

. W~on ,·D. C. 

Honorable 51r& 
I . 

iWt nfg to the conference which B$bbi Abl8bam Jralnapowittl 
bad with lOU today and 1n which Jou. expreaaed. yourself th!J.t. a· 
license could iseue petmittlDC ua ·to sp to tbose citlea 

11" 

. . \ ~ * 
We woUld, tbel'efore, I'J'8l*tfUll7 aaJi: 10\l to pleaae arrange ~ 'Y ' . .,, 

for the 11suance of such lic~se pera1tt1Dg us to send cables · 
to Kaunas, Vlllllua, Grodno, Bllll.7•toJc,. X.'berc, ~'lfits, and · ,( 
otber cities of Poland, Lithuaida end other l8ltic States fl'ea4 · \/ 
1>¥ \be u.s.s.a. ' . ;'"r 

The ten oi eaah ,..._, would be\ tou ... u .· /.i , 
Permit. ~~ to eJpl'eas our deep appreciation for 70. ~ deep. · 

1
. . . , 

CODOem in tbie end .the ~ other probleu which we had oc- , r · 
oa81on to pi'Ment before you since the Vial' Befucee Boal'd wu \l ' \ 
created. • You ••• alt~~t¥s _rEiadl" and wlllb& to Usta tc. eYel'l Jd J. '. :f··_ ... 

proposed plan for the reaoue of the UDfonu.tee. }" ~ ~ 

We are certain t.bat you will exped1 te the license requested . · · · 
in th1s comunlcation. 

Oop7 

,. 

J .. 



RABBI i\Bill.fl/,M KALMAllOWITZ 
·VJr;1D i-lhHATZALA 2:hlli:itGlli·l.Ct COMMIT'rFJ!: 
1.32 NASSAU STR!f.,«;T 
!~J::W YOfiK 7, NJ!.'W _ YHRK 

Emergency . :Fund fo1~ th.!i. fi~oo.~ . 
Nat•l. Da.f'enal?. 1942:;.::44, Allot!li('lnt tci - -: · , 
l1al' Refugee Board. ~ 

SfP'13 1944 

ASSURE YOU J.GAJ.N '!'ftl\T TIE \'if.H. REl'lJGE:F. BOAaD IB- TAKING JNERY ACTION KN01'!U TO 

BI:. ?OSSIBL.' AND PR;._C'riGABLE TO S.t..Vr', THE LIVfiB Of ALI; JEi'!S STILL IN ENEfAX;;.: 

OCClJ?IlJ) Tti~aiTOHY. THS 'fif.di RY?UGEB BOAf\D REP-RESEHTAT!VI:; IN Si'iiT(.'.F,RtAND 

HAS l:l;;.r:;.; IiiS'i'HUC'l'ED 'l':J CtLSULT AGAIN W!'l'!I YOUR F.EPRESf<~l'J'l'ATIVk13 i\ND TO ASSIST 

lti H:lf':lel 'iUS ,>i)GSlB.Lr: Ii-I Ai!Y Rl~SCUE PLAN \'ifUGH uqus JUDG!4gNT HOLDS ANY ~ft;AL_ 
.·~ 

PROMISI>; 0? E'UGGESS. Out~ HI1Pf.:F.:Sl~NTATIVI<: IN .SWITZERlr/<ND HAS ALSO DEEU RE9.UESTED 

TO ADVISE US II' FUNDS ARE UEEDim FOH RESCUE PUlU.;tQSES, IR .ADDITION ·ro THE FUNDS 

\"iHICH Hi! Vi: J;..(..R:':JJVY Bi'::t"'N PL!CE:D AT HIS DISPOSAL. 

(Initialed) J. 1. P. 

JOHN W. PEHLE 
EXECUTIVE li!REC'l'OR 
WAR Rl1'FUGEE BOARD 



(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2:::4235 

Honorable Henry Morgenthau,Jr., 
Secretary of "the Treasury 
washington, D.C. 

Honorable Sir 1 

September 10, 1944. 

we take the liberty to again refer to our conference of 
September sixth, and our memorandu.m of; September eighth, and we enalose 
the text of an additional cable from Switzerland wbioh has been received < 
by our office. This cable definitely shows how v~ vital it is 'for the 
committee in SWitzerland to have· the necessary funds for rescue. 

1 Text of cable1. "In consequence\ of urgent please of Rabbi 
from Neutra Slovakia we sent him ~00,000 SW~ss francs. He pleads for 

·large sums for effective rescue acti~n. we beg you for immediate 
further transfers". 

We wish to reiterate to you and iespectfully ask the' 
Secretary to. place the necessary fundls for this vital rescue work 
at the disposal of our committee in SWitzerland as outlined in ~ur 
memorandum of September 8th. 

" ' -·~ 

In referring also to the mat·-~er.,-of the group deported from 
Vittel and now in the much feared oamp at Oswiecem, Poland, we would, 
respectfully suggest that in addition to ~~he hastening of exchanges 
for this group, public warning be given the Germans that they will be 
held respOnsible for this group unle~s immediately returned to a camp 
for civilian internees to which the Red Cross would have access. 

May we again express deepest gratitude for your fine aid 
in the rescue of the destitute Jewish people, and we ask you to be 
gracious enough to reply to the several matters contained in our 
memo.randpm of Friday September the eighth. 

With deepest appreciation , 

Very respectfully yours 

To rescut, save and preserve from war destru.ction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Schofars. and Co1?Jmunal Leaders)/· 

To utilize the possibJIWes for rescue of European"· ]eivry where tlie 
V " a d H a h a· t z a I a program is especially. neelleil. 





. (ROOM 819) ··~··· .; ·> ..... 
NEW YORK ·7, N. V. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-423B 

Honorable Henr,r Morgenthau, Jr. 
Secretary of Treasury, 
Treasury Building, 
Washington, D.c. 

Des~ Mr. Morgenthau:. 

September 8th,l944 

I ani taking this means of expressing my sincerest 
thanks for the .interview yo~ granted us and for your warm interest 
in Jewish distress. 

we trust that you will do your utmost to. have 
the proposals of the enclosed memorandum considered and materialized 
as soon as possible. 

With mariy thanks and best wishes for a Happy and 
Victorious New Year, I am 

ak:jt 

Sincerely yours, 

~f(~~ 
Rabbi. A.\lmanovHt~ J 

•, 

To rescue, save and Preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Y tshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) 

~. 

To utilize the Possibilities for rescue of European Jewry whQTe the 

V a a d H a-h-a-t z a l a_ program.. h. es[lecially nwie.d~ _ __.__L_ _ ~·c-c~~~~--'-~~~---~c'-~~--='"~·~~~""'--~-



·~ 

'l,THE :. ·noNIRABI.E HmmY . mRG~~l~~·, ~> 
SEORETARt OF . THE TREASURY•· . .. . . 

Honorable Sir: 

(1.) Fully confident in Mr. Peble•s sinceri.ty to re&Ou~ :Eilropeari· 

Jewry as expressed ·in his discussion with us on September ."&~a:l, we still·· 

cannot restrain our fears that· the e~tensi~e project. as. cont.empl!it&d by 

the War Refus~e Board will not provide imnediate aid to those·i.n: dire· 
need of it. 

The unfortunate victims are dispersed throughout so large an 

area where conditions and problema are varied, that it h imperative each 

be dealt with accordingly and by those familiar with the neoess~tri steps. 

to be taken. ' · · 

our committee in SWitzerland·-:- from time to time-- through its 

r.epresentati ves in occupied areas, has the opportunity to af:fect the .res­

cue of groups of Jews by bribing certain German officials. VIe are.vital:i 

ly interested in having the oorrmittee provided with such funds aswill · 

enable it to .take advantage of these opportunities whenever the occa.sion 

arises. 

The time taken for the transmission of cables regarding such 

events and requests for funds can easily lead to the complete loss of 

such opportunitie.s. Too, it must be emphasized that in spite of our 

activities, the funds at our disposal are limited and not commensurate 

with the needs presented by such problems .• 

We have cabled several hundred thousands of dollars. to ·our 

Oomnittee in SWitzerland under Federal license,but the amounts needed 

for this purpose are very:. large, especially now when the last remnants 

of European Jewry are confronted with extermination due to the retreat 

of Nazi armies from occupied territories in Europe. 

We, therefore, respectfully urge the Honorable seoret~ry to 

place such funds as are necessary for this type of rescue work at the 

disposal of our conmittee, thus pe~itting the· carrying out of :r:eso.ue 

activities in the maximum number of points possible·. It is unders'tood,. 

of course, that· the expedi tures of su.oh f.unds would be under the super­

vision of the war Refugee Board :tepresentative in SWitzerland. · · · 
~.... 

. 
·'· 

(2) Oables Just received from ~itzerland(aooompanying this memo) 

inform us of the mortal danger facing the group of 163 Jews in Vittel, 

who have now been deported to the oonoerttration camp in OSWiecim,Polamd •. 

It is obvious that most energetic measures are necessary to save .. them• 

The Hom:Utble Secretary was most helpful in the month of April! 

in helping save them. we respectfully urge him,tberefore, to save tbem·; 

now and thereby earn the eternal gratitude of the Jewish people. 

132 Nassau Street 
New York, N.Y. 

VAAD 

Very respectfully yours, 



september 6, 1944 -- · 

(1). Fran l:llovakis and Hungary come pressing requests for pasapOrt11 trom · 

Americim countries. :l:he ~Spanish ·and t~e l:)wisa .&mbaiJsies in ~da::peat 

· cessfully protect the possessors of such p.Qs.sports. Please request auth .. 

o~izat ions be given respective consulates in l:ly,itzerland. ~hould the 

representatives of Peru and Ohile receive such authorizations they are 

willing to help. 

$1fice there is no 9onsul of San Domingo her,, please request that someone 

should receive thlt authority to issue passports of this country. We 

obligate ourselves to return these passports after the war. 

(2) Please request the governments of Paraguay and others to intervene 

with llerlin that ;:,outh American citizens in Belaen-Bergen should be 

separated, otherwise the Germans do not permit aDy help from the .!led Cross 

to be extended to them. 

ISAAO STERN :SUCH 

September a, 1944 

On May 11th, the Iierman Foreign Ministry advised the ~iss .alnbassy that 

the bearers of .imerican passports wm are still found in special o~pa 

will be recO@Dized. Hc:wever, the 163 ~ho "'.;ave been deported from Viittel 

are under the jurisdiction of the Gestapo. 

' A similar fate bas struck the other people regarding whom the Bvriss .Em-

bassy had received instructions, unfortunately. too late. 28 have remain-

ed in Vittel because of illness and are still there. According to their 

inforlll!ltion the others were deported to Oswieoim. 

Perhaps there exists a chance for rescue, if the united ~tstes, ·in neg~ 
o.tiaUona_ through_t:he.__Jhv.t.a.s.__Embaaa~n~r~hou-ld-t.:tJrea-ten'--wnh-r~ - ~-~--~~c-:-c-~~~c-
prisals or to withhold aey further in~ormation rega_rdi:ng ~rman prisoners. 

Please try to secure such instructionll-s~oo.~------~-~---'c~~-~--~· 

,.,-.. 

~ .... -----"'"~ ............. =---.... - '-""'"""' ~"""=-~~---~--~----~·--·-"'·"--- ...... -------·- ------------ .. -





·. ,· ... ··.··.·; ~...i,..;~.~:~~i.oO~,,~ :};· .. i~.··'~ 
, · ·- _ . · _- EXBouTIVE I>taEO!JX)lJ.1-'I\'AA-R'¥i11$E iJ:)AIID'; ·~: ,,_ 

·. ~·-._; . . ··:. :')-: .· ··:.· ~--'; ., ':--::,:: 
~ - ~ .·.-.. ~-- ~ -~:- ~-.. ...;,:.~---~:~..; ,"+~:~:·};.:>·:ti,.--:.~ ~-:~~~:~:~' .. ·~,:::~-~;;.-~~--:;'~ ,.· ··-· 

_ . · -- · •usa•t 00.4- i?~.;· 
Honorabie Si:i'a ··i:. 

The recent confidential rep:Jrt frQlll the 

August 26, details the. safe arrinl in ~sle of Bclme 32d:perScl~a· aild 
the e:xpeoted arrival of 20o more, all part of a 

uiahed persons incluiling several renowned persona. 
,/" This group was deported fron Hung!lry to the Oiunp at Bergen-.Belsen, 

notorious as a oanp from whence the next stop was the death chamber in 

Poland. 

Their rescue proves the point, and clearly -outline& that by_ JudiC.. 
ious use of funds placed at the disposal ot our oollin1 ttees the unfor• -

tunatea can be saved. 
. -~ 

We therefore, respectfully, call the attention of the Honorable 

Secret-ary to ~he continued_ deportatiobs from Hungary and to the urgent 

need for effective action to save the re~ining 300,000 in Hungary, ~ho&etf 
·in the labor camps of Poland and Lithuania; in the concentration oamp of / r . . Thiersenstat, .5irkenau and others, and those deported to East Pl'Ut!Sia, 
these groups being the 'remnant. ot Jewey in J!lurope. We re'speot:tull;V aJJg.. 

gest that a large sum of money be placed at the joint d1S'posaf of our 

Oonmi ttee in Switzerland and the ~epl'esentative qf the war l'lefugee .Board 
to be used specifically for the res~ue of this remnant. 

"' It is. known that in the bl~okmatl imposed by the Gel'lllane for the re- · 
l•ae of Jews, they have requested in-_ exchange certain merchandise. 

'· we are agreed that there oan be no barter where the merchandise demancled 
can be used for war purposes, epld or other merchandise not allied 

war effort can be offered. 

Our COmmittee in SWitzerland in close oonhot with every phase of 
the rescue work is especially adapted to carry on such ~gotiations and 
should be enabled to do so by placing the necessary fUnds at 

poaal. 

132 Nassau Street · .- _ 
New Yo~, 7, I!fP. York 

Very 



~(/ 

Hon •. John w. Pehle, .l!:xec, Dir. 
War ~efugee Baor4 
Treasury Building 
\Vashingtoh, D.· c. 

Eo nor able_ Sir: 

August 28 , 1944 

We are indeed gTateful for you letter ofJ\~st . 
26th in which you.detail the rerort of Mr. l'llcClelland in· 
Switzerlandjn re the arrival in Switll_erland of a gl'oup 
of 320 Hungtlrian Jews., and the expected arrival _of 200 · 
more, 

It is evident that these are part of the 1200 -(later 
known to be 169!ii) WhQ_,were made the especial co_.Jl.4ern of 
our Cmmmittee in cwi tzerland headed by 11r~ Sternbuoh. 
We firmly believe that \these were reseued through the 
use of funds placed at the disposal of Mr. Sternbuch. 

Under the circumsta~es, and taking into consideration 
·the reported continued-deportations fromHungary and thev'ital 
need for immediate action,··. we would respectfully urge you to· 
arrange an early conference with the Honorable Secretary of _ 
the 7reasury and yourself, '•to discuss the measures to be taken.~ 
to place sufficient funds at the joint disposal of our Committee,a~d 
the War Refugee ·Board's representative, for the immediate rescue 
of tf\e Jews remaining· in Hungary. We are convinced that this· 
rescue mea sure has proven successful and must be exploited 
mediatel,v f'or the rescue of those remaining. 

:May we respectfully urge you to arr.ange such conference 
to advise us by telegraph or tele~hone. 

With sincerest appreciation, 
V~ry respectfully 

AK:r· 

To rescue, save and Preserve from war destructiotz the Torah·'Vaiue; 
· _-(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars atzd Comn11mal Lead~rsf· . 

. To utilize the P9ssibilities for rescue of Europeatz Jewry where- th~-
V a a d H .a h a t z a I a program k especially needet/: 



-

./ 

(EMERGENCYccfMMITTEE} 
132 NASSAU STREET 

{ROOM:· at&) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y, 

PHONE' ~ECTOR 2·42SI! 

AU.gu st i13 t 1944 

Mr. John W, Pehle, .l!lxeo. Dir. 
War Refugee Board 

. Treasury Bui.lding 
Washington, D. 0, 

Honorable Sirs 

We are writing in reference to our discussion on 
Wednesday August 16th and wish to respectfUlly state· . 
the followings 

/ 
1) It is repo~ed that 7000 Lithuanian Jew~ were 

evacuated from Kaunas to the .!!Ia st Pruss ian borderl'ladd · .. 
it is feared that exterminati-on will follow, We. feel 
it is espntial for; the War Refuge,e Board to a~ ciontaot 
the In tar national Red eros s to establish contact with 
this group and provi<j.e food and med:ioan:El.nt s for their 
sustenance. b- procure documents or passports form any 
country to negotiate ·e'xchange o- that the representatives 
of- the War Refugee Boa'rd in Europe, particularly in Sweden, 
shall attempt to establish contact with this group. 

2) Beside. the general problem of the rescue of children, 
·there is the specific one of the_ group o~OO children _ · 
which our committee, headed by Renee Reiohnan in ~'angiers, 
has been worJ9.ng upon. A copy of her cable is with Mr, 
Laurence Lesser, · 

We ask the War Refugee Board to facilitate the technical, 
details of realizing the projE!_ct of brin,ging this· group of 

I 500 children to Spain which has promised visas. it wi:Cl- be_ 
necessary to con tact the International Red Cross to organ~ze_> 

I
. and carry out this project, and that the representatives or·­
- the War Refugt~e Board in ~angiers work together willh Mrs.· 

R. Reichman in affecting the rescue of thiS groupo 



.. ... 

132 NASSAU STREET 
{ROOM 019) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

- 2-

\'le are deeply appreciative of your fine efforts and 
truly. trust that our proposal will be carried through. 

Very respectfully yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY 'OOMMITTEE 

AK:r 

,J_~_/ /' . '/ t/V .· o~·f.:.-~·.u..../r~ 

Rabbi Abra am Kalmanowitz c/ 

To resC-t••,·save and preserve from war destruction tbe Tor~b ·values 
. . (Y esbivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leader;) 

To utlli11e the Possibilities for resc11e of Europ~an Jewry where. the 
V a a d H a h a t "-a I a program is especially needed . 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
WAR ~EFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE August 16; i944 

ro Mi~s Hodel· 

FROM Mr. Akzin 

~· / y ~· .... 
Rabbi Kalmanowitz of the Vaad 'HB.iiatzala reque!'lts that letter!'! and. 

copies of cables addressed to his organization be sent on to Vaad 
Hahatzala, without mentioning his npme in connection there\·Tith. The 
rea>~<Jn for this request is to e.void creating the impression that the 
letters a.nd cable copies are !lent to him per.,'lnPlly. 

.· 



.ll 

CADLE .TO M!LhlOAN .lmDASSY, MOSCOVi, u.s.s.l!.~. 

'l'hc W11r Ref'u&ee f:loi:l.rd 1·oquoots thHt you dcJJ.v~:r the following • riteaeagt.f 
to sumuel Oholl:rutak;y, SJ~I~ao~.;liniatcheveky, B, !l.oaoqwt 

l,UO'fE In conjunction with joyous news of freei11g Vih:i.te 
HU<Jsian e.nd Li tlmatd,a.n terri toriea wo together wi tl1 Am&J;'ican 
Jewry deeply concel'Ued in weli'aro and whe:rcaboU.ta JotiS in 
i'l'etid :t,cnJ.tol·io.e. We would be thanki'ul to reoe~ve th$ necesaary 
detailed report6 fr0111 you ooncernind thosa Jowa arid tilao ;l,n:t'ormo.­
tion t1llout Hubhis ·ur~>1 Yeshivu Baholara. I!' poesibl~ 11e would 

. rc•'tUUJi;. yoU to Vi:sit tltEHlC h:rritorit:JS t.o d;l.acover :for UO the 
nwJws r;f. thoue rer.;ulnintl allv{; and their a.ddl'OilSGI}• We are ready 
to ~>.av .. nce all coat:;. P l(,t~ae ,;J.v~; uu all in.formatlon about the~ae. 
Jews ycJu now ht . .vc. 

6120 p.m. 
Aue;ust 3, 1944 

'· 

Miss Cha.unoey (for the Seo'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois,· Friedma.n, Hodel, 
/3.1!'.~{ ~er, Mann, :Mannon, MoCormaok, Cable Control Files 

BAkzin;ar 7/31/44 

.•''. 



\, 

War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington,_ D. C. 

Dear Miss Hodell, 

. ' . . 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM SHU 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR. 2·4235 

July. 24, 1944 . 

ATT 1 Miss F. Rodell 

_ we enolase a copy of a oable to Samuel Chobrutsq 
in the USiiR which we would respectfully ask you to have the.· 
Board dispatch as requested! 

We await most anxiously your word that the SWiss 
francs are available for transfer to our Committee under 
the lioense granted to us by t:P,e T-reasucy Department to s&nd .. 
$100,000 to the Committee. 

With deepest appreoi-at ion, 
''\ 
.·!J 
·~ery truly yours, 

I 
\ 

VAADi,HAHATZALA EMERGENCY OOMMI!L'l'EE 

To resc11e, save and ~preserve from. war deStrttctiotz the To.rah v{llues 
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders)_. -

To. utilize the possibilities for rescue of Europea11 Jewry .:;;,here the 
· V a a d H'a h a t z· a l_a program is.especially needed. - · 

....... 

· ... 



132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 8f9} 

NEW YORK 7, N, V. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

July 24 • 1944 -

MESSAGE TO SAMUEL CID BRUTSKY 
SPASOGLINISTOHEVSKY 8 Hl SOOW 
THROUGH AMERICAN EMBASSY 
mscow u.s.s.R •. 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH JOYOUS NEWS OF FREEING WRITE RUSSIAN. 
AND LITHUANIAN TERRITORIES WE TOGETHER WITH AMERICAN 
JJ!N!RY DEEPLY OONCERNED IN WELFARE AND WHEREAIDUTS JEWS 
IN FREED TERRITORIES STOP .VIE \'wOULD BE THANKFUL TO RECEIVE. 
THE NECESSARY DETAILED REroRTS FROM YOU CONCERNING THESE 
JEWS AND ALOO INFORMATION AIDlJr RABBIS AND YESHIVA SCIDLARS 
STOP IF roSSIBLE WE V.OULD REQUEST YOU To VISIT ~!!ESE 
TERRITORIE3 TO DISCOVER FOR ·us THE ·NAMES OF THOSE REMAINING 
ALIVE AND THEIR ADDRESSES STOP· WE ARE READY .TO AiiVANCE ALL -
00 STS. PLEASE (UVE Uil. 4J;L lNFOEMATION ABOUl' THESE JEWS YOU 
NOW HAVE 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

ISRAEL ROSENBERG 
EL SILVER· .·;, 
ARON KOTlER 
ABRAHA11 KALMANOWITZ 
RUVEN GRO SOWSKI'' 
JACOB RO SENHEIM 
LIDN GELMAN 
IRVING BUNIM 

. To rese11e, save and preserve /rom war destmcti01z the Torah values 
(Y esbivo~h,. Rabbis, Scbolars and Commzmal Leaders) 

. To Zttilize the Possibilities for resczte•of Europea1i Jewry where -the 
V a a (/.. H a h a t z a. 1 a P~ogram is especiallji ·needed. 

f.• 



ri~ART~mrl.;cl)~ 
The Under Secretary 

July 14, 1944. 

Subjectr Attached Memoranda left ./. 
with me gy Rabbi Baruch Korff 

I enolose herewith two memoranda left 

with me on July 12 by Rabbi Baruoh Korff, 

together with a oopy of ley' reply. 

I shall appreciate it if you Will 

te.ke these documents up with Mr. Pehle 

and ask .him to give them his attention. 

E S I 



•• 
COPY 

• I• 

July 14, 1944 

Dear Rabbi Korff; 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your two 
memoranda dated July 12 which you left with me 
yesterday. One deals with the welfare of Jews in 
former Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. 
The other is concerned with the condition of Jews 
in Hungary and requests that the President, Prime 
MinisterJOhurohill, and Marshal Stalin issue ~ 
joint warning to the Hungarian Government and 
people and to other enemy countries regarding 
continued persecution of the Jewish populace, 
and that this Government negotiate for the 
release or Jews from Hungary. 

As I indicated ·to you, I am passing these 
documents along to the War Refugee Board where 
I am sure they _will receive every consideration. 

With best wishes, _ 

Sin·oerely yours, 

E. R. STETT~NIUS; JR. 

Rabbi Baruch Korff, 

Essex House, 

New York, New York. 

/ 

/ 



COPY 

July 12, 1944 · 

MEMORANDUM 

./ 
Honorable Edward R. Stetinius 
Department of State · 
Washington, D. c. 

Sir a 

In view of the faot that the Soviet Government has within 
the last few weeks liberated many areas of former Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Astonia, eto,; and in view of the fMt that .Amerioan Jewry is 
oonoerned over the plight and welfare of the Jewish people in these 
areas, we feel it essential for the Jewish populaoe of the United States 
to have the following informationa 

a. Reports of Jews who are still alive and their present whereabouts 

in the liberated areao. 

b. The possibility of bringing relief and aid to the Jewish people· / 

in thes_o strioken areas beoause their very lives are dependent upon it. / 

We therefore respeotfully request the_ following a 

a, That the government of the United States intervene with the· ~o~ 
Government to ·make it possible to reoeive reports of the Jewish: people 

.( . 

in th~ liberated areas and the possibility to establish oontaot through 

oable as to those who are still alive and their-present whereabouts. 

b. We will submit several oentral offices in :flew York and washillgton 

for the sole purpose of receiving tl).e above reports. 

o. That arrangements be made for the O~ntral_ Soviet Press to aooept 

and print reports as to those who are 'still alive and their whereabouts. 

d, That correspondents of the Amerioan ~ress be permitted to cable 

reports as to those still alive, in partioular outstanding spiritual 

leaders. 

We respeotfully submit the above requests and earnestly hope 
that ·they will be fulfilled, and may we express our deep 'gratitude to 
the government of the United States for its humanitarian efforts in behalr 
of the Jewish people, 

RABBI .ISRAEL . ROSENBERG 

Respectfully submitted 
VAtD HAHATZALA 

../ 
Rabbi Aron Kotler 

Chairman RA8BI BARUCH KORFF 

MICHAEL Q. TRESS 



·~Jill .• :' 
·~· ' 

Honorable Edward R. Stettinius, 
Dep.artment of State, 
Washington, D. c. 

COPY 

In.view of the faot ~hat reports are oonstantly reoeived 
that the Hungarian Government and other ene~ oountriea do not take 
seriously and question tl1e earnestness of the warnings of the Allied 
offioials that all those who aid in the persecution and murder of 
the Jewish populaoe will be meted out their full share of punish,. 
ment, we feel that the following is absolutely essentialr 

;L'hat President Roo~elt Prime Minister Ch,~hill and 
Marshal Sifalin issue a joip.t stat?ment to the Hungarian Government 
offioials, military leaders and the Hungarian people and all other 
enemy oountries, that all who aid in the persecution, deportation 
and murder of the Jewish populaoe will be fully responsible for 
their heinous orime and will be dealt with accordingly. 

We further understand from various reports that the 
Hun&arian Government is inolined to permit 600,000 Jews to leave 
Hungary via Turkey, and we respeotfully urge that the ilmerioan 
Government,·through its representative power, negotiate to realize 
this project. It would be neoessary for the Allied Nations to open 
temporary oamps in Africa, Libya,or any area to reoeive these Jews, 
and in this res.peot we ·wish to state that these· destitute people 
would be willing to go to the desert and the farthest isles so that 
their lives might be saved. They could be interned in these tempo­
rary oamps until the war would be over. 

we wish to further state that it ·is vital that this 
request· be fulfilled quiokly, beoause the position of the Jews is 
critioal and it is only a question of time before they will be sent 
to certain death. We know that this projeot can only be oarried 
out over a period of time, but if the Allfed Governments would begin 
by taking out several thousand weekly it would save ~he lives of 
those temporarily remaining in these areas ·.and in the interval we 
hope for the complete surrender of the enemy. 

In the name of humanity, we respe~tfully appeal to and 
plead with our great Damooratio Government.to\oome to the resoue of 
the remaining Jewish populace and save it' whii.~ there is yet time. 

July 12, 1944. 

. ... _- ·.,.. __ 

Respectfully;, submitted, 

Vaad Hahatzala;· Emergenoy Committee, 
Uiuon of Orthodox Rabbis of the 

United States and Canada, 
Agudas Israel of America, 
Rabbinioal Council of Amerioa, 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega-

tions of America, · 
Young Israel of Amerioa, 
Emergency gommittee to Save the 

Jewish People of Europe. 

Prese11-ted by, 

Rabbi Aaron Kotler, 
Rabbi Baruch Korff, 
Miob4el G. Tress, 

,. 
!. 
f 





# ,_. I I I I . I.,;, I 

(EMERGENCY. COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

(ROOM 819) 

NEW YO~K 7 •. N. y, 

PHONE RECTOR 2•4235 

war Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Miss Rodell, 

July 5, 1944 

Atts Miss F. Ho~ll 

In reference to our telephone conversation, 
may we advise you that the license for the $1500.00 
mentioned in our cable to Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe"'in. 
Stockholm was issued to the League' for Religious Labor 
under License Numbe'r N.Y. 625833R •. The actual re- . 
mittance was made bi them. 

You may make th~.necessary changes in our ·cable, 
should you find it nea,ssary. 

. . . ~· 

With our deepest appreciation, 

Ve~ respectfully yours, 

PJS:r 

To rescue, save -and preserve from war destruction the Torah values 
(Yeshivoth, RabMs, Scholars and Communal Leatfers) 

. To .utili::e the possibilities for resctte- of European Je;;,.y where the 
V • a d · H a h a t z a l a program il especially needed. 



i1.,~i1i1 ,~. 

(En;'e,·gency Committee for Reft~gee Scholars, 
Yeshivoth, Rabbis atld Commutlal Lead~rs} 

132 NASSAU STREET 

War Refugee .llcB rd 
Treasur,y Bui~ding 
Washington, D. o. 

(ROOM-819) 

NEW YORK 7, N, Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

Juno 30, 1944 

Atts Iir. Axzin 

Dear Dr • .Axzin, 

·We enclose several 1m ssages wh1oh we would 
respectfully request the 'Board to dispatch at the 
earliest possible moment. 

-
May we again express 01p' sincerest appreciation 

:fo·r the courtesies extended 'by the officers of the 
Board. - · 

With deepest appreaiatioh, 

Very respectfully yours, 

V AAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE 
. ·--·~----·-----------.:... 

eAJ(~ . 
Rabb-i Ab~ahan Kalmano\Vl ~ 





·, ' RABBI BARUCH. ·KORFF 

v' 
Vaad Fahatzala fi:mex-~~eucy 
132 ·NaReau Street 
tie•v York 7, N. Y. 

ONE H,lfNDRiiD SIXTY 

CENTRAL PARK SOUTH 

NEW YORK 

lt is '•'ltl"l deep regt'et aml aorr'O\IT that I arn, due 
!:0 ~ turn of evtmtr,, comp'c'tl ec'l t1.1 iHtbrui t my re~1g...: 
nPtion ae your polltic~l ~dv1ser. · 

'l'Yt; ciroumat'lnc~s t-;hloh prompte1.'\ my de01a1on &re 
.~:':'IH'ent. Iiecent deVelournentJS lee.d. file to l:.e11ev·e 
thP.t I cannot lJe of further eervlce to you-due to 
dlff I:' renee of' on inion ·td th existing government 
es.>,encies 1<rlld 1 a motl.vos are beyond reproach. 

UnlefH3 I oan ·be ;woducti,ve in the field of rescue. 
I hAve no rnoral right to·, renresent your interests 
:!n \{pE<ll_j nr< t·:m. 

Re~~~tfully ~ours, 
. ) 

•,~~\~ 
\ . ' 



I 
It is understood that the Turkish government, acting.pursuant.to., 

the best humanitarian traditions, pel'llits sea-borne refugees arriving · 
in Turkish waters to remain in Turkey while transit facilities are 
procured tv ta,ce them to appropriate h~vEms. ·This generosity we 
further understand is not part of' any overall program of the Turkish 
gov~rnment, buti6 extended as required upon specific suggestions 
or requests made in eaoh·oase by representatives of interested 
governments or private organizations addressed to the Turkish r'oreign 
Office. It has been sugge13ted that a similar procedure can be · 
employed in connection with refugees arriving by land from-Bulgaria, 
ana that for that reason it is not necessary for the Turkish govern­
ment to consider other means of alleviating their plight. The 
fallacy of this position seems clear. 

Refugees who wish to depart by sea from Greece, Rumania or else­
.vhere are not in danger of ha'rl,ng thei,r departure from· such countries 
effectively stopped by Turkish bo:rder guards. They can reach the 
high seas without any fear of interference from that quarter, and 
when they arrive in or near Turki~h waters, .they may safely await, 
aboard ship, the outcome of the representations made to the TUrkish 
Foreign Offic_e on their behalf.. ' ' 

Refugees by land, however, cann9t cross the Turkish~Bulgari~ 
frontier, if the¥ have no entry perml.ts, unless the-Turkish border 
guards have received instructions not to interfere with their egress 
from Bulgaria. Obviously refugees seeking egress at the Turkish­
Bulgarian border cannot safely await on the Bulgarian side of the 
frontier the outcome of any specific representations or sugge.stions 
that may be made on their behalf at Ankara. For this reason, it is 
essent.ial that Turkish border guards at the Bulgarian frontier .be 
instructeci not to interfere with the entry ofl refugees. Other 
neutral countrie;.; contiguous to enemy territory have taken this !llOSt 
humanitarian course, although it is not uncommon for them to 
place such r-efugees under technical arrest for unlawful entry. The 
latter affords ample opportunity for security checks and a 
determination as to the authenticity of the entrant's claim to 
being a refugee: If Turkish border guards were instructed not to 
interfere with refugees until they have crossed the border even though 
they were to be arrested thereafter, it would seem that many addi-
tional lives would be saved. · 

For the foregoing reasons, and in the interests of a suffering 
humanity, the tmdersigned most respectfully requests that Your 
Excellency suggest to the_government of Turkey that its border \[ 

lj 
i. j. -l·.,v 
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guards at the Bulgarian.frontier be instructed not to interfere with 
the egress from Bulgaria of refugees 1 even though they be without 
en·t;ry permits, and although they may be subject to arrest for 
unlawful entry the moment they step on Turkish soil. The urgency 
of this matter is self~evident. 

·Dr. Baruch Korff 1 160 Central Park South, N. Y.C. 
Political Adviser of . 
The VAAD HAHATZALA Emergency Committee 

Affiliated organizational 

Union of Orthodox Rabbis of America and Canada 
Rabbinical Counc11. of Arae'rica 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
World Agudas Israel 
Union of Orthodox Congregations of America 
National Council of Young Is~ael 
Agudas Israel Young Council 

~-.... 
--~ 

... 

....... ~t-'"'··'>~ ... t... 

[J 



JUN 6 1944 

Dear .:iiriH 

'l'hank you ror your letter of June 2, 1944, in whillh you ask 
t.h<> Bt}'=l.r<i to sb·~e its ,)odtion }Vith respect to the p~rt played 
by ?rf.V,<te agencies in the relief anct rescue of tht:: VJ.,ctims of ' 
en A''lJ' _,erseout:ton. 

PrJ.vatc c;rgani£ations, such aa yours, are making a s;i~ficant . 
cont-ribution to such work. .As you kn-:m, .I.~ Ill not the intrmtion 
vf the Board b supplant oU.Ch agencies. Jn the contrary, I aaeur& 
you that it is the Board 1 s · p6licy · Lo a:Lu and :t:.J.cilitata '~baiT '···ork 
in evex;r )OS.sible 1·ray, 

Vaac: 'ia>u.tzala L11ergency 
13.( i>F.u:. sa u :;, t.reet 
New Yark 7, N. Y. 

(. '7. 'If 
AA:JWP:LSL:als 6/J/44 

Very trulY your~, 

ll~ed) J ••• J8111.· 

J. 11. ?ehle 
·lxecutive Director 

Committee 



JUN 6 1944 

Dear ;jir.sz 

'l'hank: you for your lette1· ,_,f J\me 2, 1944, in whil:h you ask. 
t,hG Bg!tr<i to st.~·c,.., its ,Josition ;viih respect to the part played 
by ;'riv>Lte agencies in the relief anct rescue of the: victims of {. 
enR:<.lj' _lersrHmtion. 

P:rj_vatc c,rga.ni~ations, such as yours, w:~ making a Si~flcant 
contribution to such work. As. you kn.:~w, .i. ~ ±s not. the Lvtte1ition 
of the Board t~· t•upplant ;;ucrl a.e;enoies. Jn the contra:ryt I aaeur"6 
you that it is the Board's policy t<l. a:lu atui f:.;.cilit.ata tht3ir ·.•ork 
in every )OSS l. ble Vl'/3:;!. 

Very truJ.Y your~, 

lliPedl J ••• ~· 

Vaac. 'iah;!tzala fmergency Co!!lllli.ttee 
13.2 ;.;a~>sau ;;,t.reet 
New Yvrk 7, N. Y. 

(_ .,_ -,f? 

AA:JWP~LSL:als 6/J/44 

"' ' ·~ 
.J. 'fl. ?ehle 

i':xecuti ve DirectJor 
' ' 



(Etilm·gency Committee 
Yesllivoth, Rabbis m1d Com11tUt1al 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

Hon. John W, Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasur,v Building 
Washington, D, 0, 

Atta Mre.Lo Lesser 

Dear Mr. Lesser, 

We enclose the copies of calbes from our Committee 
in Turkey.· We are sure it will a.id you to clearly under-
stand the views held by our commtt.tee, · 

.·~ 

We have also sent you to9By oUr ,lytt~rjto Mr. Pehle, 
as you requested from Rabbi Metz and ~ vio"trid •ask ;you to 
please urge Mr, Pehle to forward us 'llis letter at the 
earliest convenience. 

With deepest appreciation, 

Ver;v respecttull;v ;yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE 

AKar 

'',::/'' . 
: . . 

( 

., 
f':. 

',:-1:..~·"'.( 

J 

: fr 
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TAG /:BX 'l'Y 246 BEYOGLU VIA ·n.oA $927 · 63/Gi. :24· 2~2~/ , 
llOSEilmlillll 226 WJIST 97 ST Nlil'IIY'ORX OITY 

REGARDING .,SHIPPLAOES FOR AGUDISTS lN ROUMANIA J'Iil\VISHAGENOY ' . . . . . . . . ~ .. ·.: 

R:lill?ru:sENTATivEs :i?RouxsED oRDER ro GIVE siXPJJUloENT :roll A.4u.PxsTa 
. ._ . . . . · . .. :.·:· .. -.' · .. 

STOP AS TILLNOW SHIPS NOT TRANSPORTED AGUDISTS WE QL~;[· 

ADDITIONAL N1J.MB.ER STOP THIS Cl.AIM J.IU\VREPRESENTATIV.liiQ Rlllli'USEl) 

STOP lJNJm.'U.INE TILLNOW EVEN MENTIONED ORDER UNODSliiR~D BY 
(· 

EXECUTIVEORGANES STOP ~THOUGH JE~RESENTATIVES PRO)Il~i 

SETTLEMENT BUT THis UNSURE PL~S.E URGE JUST SE't'fLJll)A]JNT · V{IRJll 

/ . 

~ASTNER GRIFF~ 

·•' 







l. 

JUN 5 1944 

'l'v 1. IJlr. Serle v 

l"ROMJ J. W • Pehle 

, · Re: Proposed visit to ·!Jel):ieo, Gllil.tamhla:, El S£ilvadnr 
Horll:iuras by Rabbi Bernard Bergman~ 

/ 
The :Voard w:H~§Jrst.a:~ds that Rabbi Bernard Bergman o~ the 

Vaad Hahatza.la Emergency Carrunittee, 1.32 Nassau Stree.t, £lew 
York, New York, is ab~ut. to~.lip£)ly for ·a paBGfOl~ to perinit. 
H~: tr:tvel to !detico, Guatemala, El Salvactdr and liondurt;ts. 
The ~curpoae cif Rabbi Bergman 1 1.l trip is t' exp.edite the. . . 
bLt.inezs >:>f ni.s C'-'•illal.iltoe in- those countries.·.- liix!X~.·· 
ttJ.JrXlJQ{IiCXX.xlx::xt:fxbOroci~ .!~~ vle11 of the urgency of his · 
t,, f il1e:.:c, ·1GXJC~illl!IO.Xocxx~Xllc«;g~:l0311~~ any aanistoutce 
y:>u !ll.ay be able to give tvward the ex0editi.ouu iseuJJ.nca of 
& ,_;a:;.,,_·c·:rt. rma ,1;•.:r.J;:Jl'.iato viva&, L:> i-.aiJoi Ber&mnn, would be 
appreciated. 

MStandish aLSLesser 1 als 6/1/44 

-· .··.··::-:-

·:·;·. 



·,,.._;_ 

/ il ., ~ il il , :Y. I 

flfiO HHHfiTZHLfl 
( EmergetiCJ• Conimittee !or Reft~gee Scholars, 
Yeslzivoth, Rabbis and Commtmal Leaders) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

June 2, 1944 

Hon. John W • Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board! 
Treasur,v Building 
Washington, D. O. 

Att, Mr. L. s. Lesser 

Since the inception and organization of your Board, 
our organization has had the pleasure of placing itsel:f' 
and its personnel at the serv~ce of the War Refugee-­
Board in its rescue program. The contact has been most 
cordial., and the courtesy, under'standing and complete 
cooperation-of your staff manifest on every occasion. 

, I 

The Vaad Hahatzala Emergen~ Committee, incorporating 
all Jewish Orthodox organizations, accept as its philosop~. 
of action the premi-se that rescue-'ivo~rk such as is necessary to 
save the unfortunates in Europe,.mn~t be characterized with a 
complete devotion, boundless enar&V'·,_and SUperhwnan effort. 

The War Re :tugee Board , we are ill_deed hapw to say , 
has recognized this premise and has a·lso aided our efforts 
on behalf of the many great scholars and Rabbis who have 
been the concern of our Committee. 

In representing our program to the JewiSh public, 
however, we have been surprised to find that an opinion 
exists that private organizations are not necessary, since 
the War Retugee Board, as a governmental agency, can completely 
cover every phase of the problem. While we kno.v that this is 
not so, we would appreciate your assurancu that private organizations 
such as ours play and oan continue to plau~ an ~mportant part in 
the relief and rescue of the victims of enell\Y persecution. 

Very respect~lly yours, 



TO 

FROM 

Mr. Lesser 

Mr. Akzin 

· Rabbi Kalmanowi tz called from New York on 
May 26 at 5:15. He asked me to give you the following 
information: 

(1) Dr. Levine has received a letter from the 
Dominican Embassy dated May 18 in which the Embassy informs 
him that the Dominican Republic is ready to grant 2,000 · 
passports provided necessary communications are sent to 
the Embassy by the Department arid the War Refugee Board. -
Dr. Kalmanowitz implores that you see-to -it that the necessary 
letters be sent right away •. 

. . C.Oio~AIMtA"C,.l~ 
( 2) The Vaad Hahat zala received ·a OSBI!llellBUTiil:W. 

cable from Griffel, Istanbul,_ informing it that he had a 
meeting with Barlas ·about. his ·earlier request for. $200,000. 
for a Vaad Hahatzala rescue .program in Turkey. According -to·· 
the c·able, Bar las notified· Grif.fel that, after hearing 
Griffel 1 s arguments, he, Barlas~ has withdrawn his ob­
jections ag<linst. Griffel' s reque,st and has cabled to 
Dr, Goldmann to that effect.--(This, of course, does not 
coincide \\i.th the Barlas cable to Goldlllll.nn of which you 
told me earlier todaf.) 



May 26, 1944 

llr. Lesser 

Mr. Akzin 

Rabbi Kalmanowitz called from New York on 
May 26 at ·5rl5. He asked me to give you the following 
information: 

(1) Dr, Levine has received u letter from the 
Dominica[] Embassy d<•ted May 18 in which the Embassy informs 
him that the Dominican Republic is ready to grant 2

1
000 

passports provided necessary· communications are sent to 
the Embassy by the Department and .tne War Refugee Joard. -
Dr. Kalmanowitz implores that.you see to it that the neces~ary 
letters be sent right away. 

U) 1M IA.U.A~ ... f ~ 
(2) The V!l.ad Haha.tzala received a ~wleluiri>e;. · 

cable from Griffel, Istanbul, informing it that he had a 
mf'eting with 3arh.s about his e~rlier request for $200

1
000. 

for a Vaad Hahatzala rescue pro~w.am in Turkey. According tO' 
the cable, 3arlas notified G1·iffEYl that, after hearing 
Griffel 1 s arguments 1 he, Bar las 1 has withdrawn his ob­
jections against Grif'fel's request. and has cabled to 
Dr. Goldmann to that effect.--(This, of course, does not 
coincide with th!'! '3arlas cable to Goldmann of which you 
told me earlier today,). 

(' ;4. (t t {_, 

.r ? / t 1" .. I 
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flfiO HIIHHTZ 

/Emerge11cy Committee for Reft~gee Scllolars, 
Yeshivotlz, Rabbis a11d Commm1al Leaders) 

·132 NASSAU STREET 
{ROOM 819) 

NEW YO~K 7, N, Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

May 19, 1944 

War RefUgee noard 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D. C-. 

Att: Mr. L. Lesser 

Dear Sir! 
/ . I 

In the list of twelve greatest Rabbis and 
religious leaders submitted to th·e Board on 
l\·:ay. 5th, an error appears in. the heading ma.rked 
(l). Instead;of daughter Ittamar, it should_-
reau s:m Ittamar. . ~\ 

':le are 
correct ion. 

sure you will make the necessary 

With expressions of deepest appreciation, 

Very sincere1.y yours, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMJ{ITTEE 

AK:r . 

~~··· 
R~·bbi- 11,-b;a~ Kalmanowi-tz?. 

i 
i 
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:1.,~;"1;"1 

(Eme~·gency Committee for Refngee Scholars, 
Ycshivotlz, RaiJbis atJd Commrmal Leaders) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

May 10, 1944 

Honorable J"ohn W. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refligee Board 
Treasury Building 
washington, D. c. 

.Att:_ lvll'. L. Lesser 

Dear rrr. Lesser, 

.At a recent conference-of Rabbi Kalma.nowitz 
with officials of the war Refugee Board, we dis­
cussed the matter of a statement~by the Honorable 
John w. Pehle concerning the yaad Hahatzala Emergency 
Committee. We were advised th,at such statement could. 
be issued after the President '_s War Relief Control 
Board would register our organ!zation • ... 

> 

The said Bo_ard has advised ·t_l:l that their Committee 
is favorable disposed and would grant such registration. 

Inasmuch as the J"ewi shy' ;rourn~al, one of the leaders 
of the J"ewish _press, has commenced a national campaign 
f T the Vaad Hahatzala we would respectfully request 
that such statement by the Honorable J"ohn W. Pehle be 
given us at the earliest convenience. 

With our expressions of deep est ap prec ia t ion, 

Very -.respectfulLy yours, _ 

VA.AD H.AH.ATZAL.A EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

JK:r 



Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitza 

. 7'hb ·will' aeknuwledg• reoe1pt oi your· +et11er of 
April 2lst addreseed to Mr. Leseer. I ilm glad to inform 
you that your messages to Sternbuol( in Swi,erlantta to 
Rabbi Mishko.fskiY in Palestine, and to Wolbe in Sweden 
have been .forwarded b~ us to .the Department ot State tor 
transmission abroad. 

Your message to Ohobrutsky,.,.in Moscow, edited by ue 
as per enclosed copy, is presently being forwarded by ua 
to the Department of Stateo · 

Sincerely yours, 

{lipeCt) J •••. ~ .... 

J. w. Peble 
Executive Director 

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz 
VaadvHahatzala Emergency Committee 
132 Nassau Street 
New York 7, New York 
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Prese)lt ed by: . . .·. . . . 

vaad Rahat ~.ala Eme rge!l<i y committee . 
13.2 Nassau st., New York CitY · 

. - . - . 

-~---~----------~-----~------~-~-J 
I. HUNGARY: 

The Nazi oc cupa ti oii of Hurigary, has' ciric e age,:i.n 

clearly am oost emphatically, brought before us the tragic pic ... 

ture of Europea~ Jewry. Hungary, in which close·to· one lnillion 

Jews had existed, has also fallen, and these Jews are in inim:ihent 

danger of the fate which had overtaken millions of their brethren 

I 

in the execution chambers of Poland am elsewhere. I 
I 

We have been profoundly impresaed by' the earnest ! 
I I 

desire of our government to effect measure a fot the rescue or/the. 
1 

Jewish victims of Nazi ·barabrity. \'ie have seen on many occa:~iona,, 
definite action by the War Refugee Board resulting in actual ;,. ·.·. 

rescue. 

The problem of Hungary; however, by its very·ur­

gency and specific nature,· c.alls for exceptional action. 'l'he re .. · 

lief necessary, cannot be accomplishf:!d througj:l individuals, or- I 
~ gani zaUona or agencies. We 'would, re spec'tfully SU€/Best the fol- j, 

lowing·, perhaps drastic, but 1i,evertheless, Vitally "am. imperative.;; I 
ly necessary action. Our gove~nment must, if success is to be I 

!. 
[ 

achieved and rescue effected, r~act to this problem, and utilize 

measures, which it wou],d ·use in matters pertinent to our own 

national interest, 

a) Every effort should be rrade for agents well supplied with 

. necessary funds end preferably of Magyar and:'"Aryan extract).on t() 
I 

'j be sent secre·tly into Hungary. Their entry could o.e made. through I 
Yugoslavia am through the cooperation of the Allied miTitar"y for-

ces. These agents by taking full advent a~e off the 

/ 



II the Hungariancopulace, to .the N~zJ.a andthcc ,'e_~ii. drifn.rgi~nd~Y. di~p~~k~ 
.t'io.n to tq;e Jews wou],d arr~n~.e 1- for ~ _ _ ?t: 

f-riendly populace .in cities, .villages and tramlets. _These a§erits, 

by a judicious· use of funds' could save the lives o:t; tlwusands' 

as was done in Poland, where for sums of o,OOO Zlotys,(equivalent 

to $55.00), a Jew would be ke:[>t.inhiding; for larger sums J.ews 

would be rescued from concentration camps. Thi& has been faQ ... 

tually reported by the Polish government. The agents ehould 

further be instructed to utilize their funds wherever it would 

help in the saving o·r rescue of Jewe,and,if necessary,to bribe, 

that the desired result be secured. 2) The agente ehould also 

I 
I 
I 

I 
1 

l 
I 

end-eavor th.e escape of the Hungarian Jews via Roumania and Bu]gari~ 

into Turkey. The matter of a friendly disposition by Turkey to 

the entry of escaping Jews, has already been pr·esented by the 

State Department, and we were advised that TurkEIY has expt,essed 
! may be of her willingness to cooperate. This problem, however, 

such mass pro:[>ortions, that a special presentation should ,.pe made 

to Turkey end every ~ssurance given that they would be taken out 

immediately and brought. to temporary camps in North Africa and: 

elsewhere. 3) That these agents be instructed to help the esca.pe 

of the Jiungarian Jews towards that :[>art of Yugoslavia Which is 

under Marshal Tito's control; that th·ese agents contagt and ·Urge 
f, 

I ,. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

·I ! i?> 

the cooperation of Marshal~,Tito and his partisans_in the rescue .. j 
-~ 

of these Jews. Lest th'ese ·;rewa become a b.lrden to the partis'ans, 

they should be helped to Adi;Jatic shores from whence they could· 

be brought to allie_d held terri tory. 4) Since the wrath' of the 
i 

Nazis would first be visited upon the Rabbis and religioue leadersj 

of the Jews, the agents sent in should.be instructed to give es- I 
pecial concern to .the rescue of these. 

b) That the War Refugee Board present the problem o~ the 

Hunga;;,an Jews to the Hungarian Natio.nal·Connnittee, readed by 
I 

Tiber Eckert, in this country; that the Committee bring totlfe 

I 
I 

I 
attention. of their adherents in Hungary, by whatever means at'lts [ 

d. ;;-· 

!' 

:i 
f 
i 
I 

j 
I 

I 
i 

l i i.. 
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dispos~l, th~rgent neces~ity _for th_e•r.ue Of Hungarian J.ews,. 

and to urge every Hungaria-n :to.·hide .and hel.p in escape ,qf Jews, 

Tile council should be ad vi sed 

. Hungarian Jews would be given 

that their aid in the rescue of. j 

friendly oo ns i d_e_:~~-~~n. ~:. -~~ e . ~~~c ~-L~ .. ~• 

.·o(;( '·C .... 
.~ I I 

I 

I 
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disposal, th .rgent riecessi ty fo r:~he r.ue or Hungarian :tews, 
• . '-::::7 

. and. to. urge e"very Hungar.ian to,hide and help in e soape o:t' · Jews• 

The Council should be. advised that their aid in the rescue of 

Hungarian Jews would be given friendly consid,eration at the peace 

negot ia tiona. 

c) That a presentation be made to the Vatican that instruc­

tions issue to all dignitaries calling particular attention to 

tne plit;ht of the Hungarian Jews and requesting fullest.coopera-. 

tion in their rescue; that the population be awakened to this 

rescue necessity and urge all to hide and help in the escape of 

Jews. A request should be made that especial consideration be 

shown the Rabbis and religious leaders, who are in greater danger. 
-7 / 

II. LITHUANIA: 

a) That a presentation be made tq the Vatican 

that instructions issue to all dignitaries calling particulalr: 

attention to the plighi; of the l.ithuani~Jews and requesting· 

fullest cooperation in their rescue; that the population ])e 

awakened to this rescue necessity and urge all to hide and hel~ 

in the esce.pe of Jews. A request should be made that especial 

consideration be shown the· Rabbis and religious leaders, who are 

· in greater danger. 

b) We would auggest the po ssi bili ty of an attache 

ll 
:i 

/, ,, 
I 
I· ·,:, 

" i i 

to Sweden, whose specific functions would be the resclJe of Jews 
~, 

in Lithuania and other Baltic .?tates. 

III. PASSPO~S and CITIZENBgiPS: 

a) We again present the matter of securing pass­

ports and citizenships of neutral countries_ for the maximum pQs­

sible number of Jews in Nazi-occupied lands. We cannot over-em-. 

phasize this phase of rescue action, which has proven so success-

ful in savi~ .lives. 

b) sAiJ SALVADOR: 

Since an ·investlgat ion is now in progre·ss by 

the Swiss government, we again call at tent ion to the matter of 

I 
I ., 

I j 
! " 
I ~ 
J· ~ 
I ti 
i ll 
II H 
I ~1l,-

l ~~ I ~w:. 
the documents issued by the Consul of t;Jan t;lalv:ador, Which were ~ ·_ ·:,~~~-:_,.--~--~-_m:_;_.'_-: 
instrumental in saving many lives and, we repeat our request th,at ~-_: 

the war Retug., Board, by Jnt~vent!ori with Bah Bal .. dOr Urge '""f,, 



... 

recognition .• these do·cuments, and. thatSwitzerlandbe assured 

that .these documents have. been recognized bY the San Salvador 

government. 

o) HONDURAS: 

A sirnilar situation exists with reference to· 

documents issued to :Jews by Honduras representatives. May we 

urge a presentation to the R.epublic of Honduras to give recogni­

tion to these docun:ents that their validity may save the lives 

of many J"ev;s, v.ho sought the protection of these documents. 

Presented· by: 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COJf.!iiTTEE 

/ 
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Dear Ur. Stettiniusa 

'i'he War Uei'ugee Board haa been ~pproaohed by 
the Vaad Hahatz'ala EmergencY. (J()nun1ttee of tne Urtio:(of' 

·Orthodox Jtabbia, concerning the possible x·esoue dfJ'l.ome 
200 leading Jewish Rabbis and :Joh·olare in Lithuania. 

Jt has beau suggested by tha IJaad.Hahatzala 
that this Government .intercede with tha Govarmnant of 
SWeden~ to grant Swedish citizenship to those Jews :ln 
Lithuania, in order to .forestall tlieir dap~:rt.ation. · We 

·have been adviaed that this matter has been. disouasad 
with representatives ot' the State Department who indi­
cated general approval of the proposed action~ ~hila 
such an approach to the. SWedish Government would appear 
to involve mol!lt serious and delicate problems, ,the War 
Refugee Board would appraciato the views of the Depart­
ment of State concerning the matter. 

Ve~J ·truly your~, 

· . ( ~1; ~n>rt} J, w, Pehle 

J. W. Pehle 
·Executive Pirector 

Honorable Edward It. StettiniUif~~ 
·~ 

Undor Secretary of State. 

FH:lab 3/2~/44 
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~irss OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

~-"""THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
' WAStl/NGTON, o: c. 

'fc..t.tJ "/ I-;/ . ~·: , . . . - . . . ---.--:-" ... 

W. ih fL ... ~-.:...:;__..,;.,_ · .. 

/ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

WASHINGTON 

iJ.:trch 29, 1944 

Dear John: 

In ;,rr. Etettinius 1 absence this will 

Filinr~ Authority ·.. · · t!.· 

To: FLies . f<. 

A 118 • ......... !.f..i?.:£/.':1#.--.--... --iw 
/Vo. An&. Req, •••• ,. __ , __ , __ ,j 
initial ~---.....,...,......._;;.,.;;,..;1 
Dclte,._ •• _w~--~ 

l 

2clrnor1ledge receipt of your letter of I•larch 25 

concer:'1ing the nossible rescue of some 200 

lec:din;; Jewish Rabbis' cmd scholars in Lithua.nia~ 

I QJ!l turning this over. to George Viarrem for 

}Jrm:rpt consideration in the De1)1crtment. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Hayden Re~ynor~ 
Suecial Assistant to 
ti1e Under Secretary 

Mr. John"· Pehle, 
Executive Director, 

'·'>'!r Refugee_ Board, 
\'.'.:tshington, D. C. 

( 

;, 



Men~rAum to:.the Honorable .John W;,' Pe.; Dir• War Regugee 
Board, Washin~ton; D. c. 

I- LITHUANIA 

As the war front approaches the Baltic States, it carries 

with it added danger to the lives of the Jewt in Lithuania, The 

proclivity of the Nazis to exterminate all Jews on evacuating lost 

territories, is, most regretfully, too wall-known. It is understood 

that it is most improbable that any rescue measure to save all oan be 

undertaken. We .would, therefore, urgently request that steps be taken 

for the rescue of a minimum of two hundred of the leading Rabbis, 

religious leaders and scholars in Lithuania. We respectfully suggest 

that the State Department intercede with the Government of Sweden to 

grant citizenships to these two hundred, These documents would serve 

to illiD1adiately change their status and therewith save their lives. 

SWeden should be further requested to give temporary refuge to these two 

hundred great spiritual leaders, and a guarantee given that they would 

be transferred at the earliest moman:t to places of permanent refuge, 

('.''Ia would appreciate the instructions of the State Department as to 'the 

advisability of submitting a request to the Vatican'~hat a presentation 

be rrade by the Vatican to the German government for the release of 200 

of the Jewish spiritual leaders now in Li'j;huania). 

II- That the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency CoJl!iltittae be granted parmissron 
~ 

to send e. delegate or a committee of two to·;Lisbon, Portugai' which 

would 1) endeavor to investigate and make an.aocurate record of all 

Rabbis, scholars, religious leaders and communal heads presently in 

Europa with a view to explore the existent rescue possibilities and to 

extend necessary relief to them, 2) To establish contact with those in 

neutral countries and if possible with those in countries liperatad by 

the armed forces of the United States and those of the Allied nations. 

3) To accumulate the necessary data for the reconstruction of the Jewish 

conm1une.l and religious life in Europe •. 

/ 



•• 2 •• 
T_his work may necessitate ext.ension of the delegates activities 

to include visits to T~key, :Palestine and Svtitzerland, We would,, 

therefore, request the State Department to respectfully gre.ht diplomatic 

passports to these delegates and to facilitate the arrangements for the 

journey. 

I 
III - SWITZERLANd and TUREEY 

The State Department has informed us of e. diplomatic dispatch 

transmitted through the Legation in Bern from our Mr. Isaac Sternbuch" 

in Switzerland in wh-ich it is confidentially reported that rescue 

possibilities from France, Belgium and-Holland are greatly limited 

because of difficulties encountered in their entry into Switzerland, 

A similar situation exists in the rescue of Jews from Hungary and 

Slovakia, who, though possessing certificates to Palestine, cannot 

secure transit through Turkey, 

We would, therefore, respectfully request that e. strong in-

tervention be made to the Government of Switzerland and Turkey to 

permit entry to those fleeing the Nazis and to give them temporary 

refuge until their evacuation, guarantee for which would be given, 

IV - SHANGHAI' 

We again respectfully prmm~ the matter of the Rabbinical 

group in Shanghai, A Treasury Depa.ntment License has been granted 

and e. cable dispatched which gi vas R~bbi Ch, Szmulewicz' in Sha.rlgha.i 
~ ... 

borrowing power to the extent of f'ifty~thousand dollars. This 

measure is deeply appreciated by our Connnittee, However, to insure 

the safety of tnis group, it is deemed highly advisable that this 

group receive monies from a. neutral country. This fact would prove 

to the Japanese government, in military control of' Japan, that this 

group is being maintained by interested parties in neutral countries. 

It is, therefore, _respectfully requested that permission be granted 

and a. Federal License issued to transfer the sum of $25,000,00 to 

Isaac Sternbuch in St. Gallen, Switzerland and·by him transferred to 

Rabbi Szmulewicz in Shanghai for distribution among the Rabbis and 

scholars, 

/ 
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May we further advise· the D,epartment of State, tha;t many. American 

relatives of' these internees in· Shanghai are anxious to designata a 

monthly sum for their .relatives in need. Our request is· respectfully 

submitted for the State Department to arrange for the transfer of such 

aid through a neutral. agency in the same manner as it is now made 

available to the American citizens in Shanghai. 

V - SAN SALVAJORi 

Informations have been received that the consul of San Sal-

va&or has been instrumental in the resoue of many Jews in occupied 

countries of Europe; and that by making available San Salva&or 

citizenships, many lives have been saved. However, the Government 

of San Salva&or may invalidate these life-saving documents. It is 

requested that a friendly intercession be made to the Government of 

San Salvaior to give due recognition to the documents being issued by 

her consuls~ and to· request that. this procedure continue. 

Presented by: 

------·-~-· 

! 
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.\a tho. war tro~t npproochou th9J)~l'l:i(l b~e.tl,ls, '-t ... Q~l"1'~.·~ 
w1 til it ~deled .46llge~. to the l1Velf .9.f ~.l~9.J.ow~ in ."t.1tl1u(Ul1o~,:-'l,'he .. 
p:ro.ol1v1ty of tile 11nz1a to ~terminate all Jews on ovaOtHitinG 

It 1a 

umi.o:::-~;~tnod that it 1& mo:;;t J.mpl.•obable tiHit any roocue.ll1'Jaaure to. I 
SUVO &l.l can bo llLdOl't8k<9noo \','Q \'if)IUJ.dJ tll0l'€i'Oi:'!l'lt· Ul"e;l!intly 1'0qU03t i 

thc.t at<:pa oo tai-;oo :!br tnu roaouo of o. m1Ul(1iU1Jl of t>JO hundred ! 

of tllo 1wwi1.cg iiabbia, rol1s1oua J.oade.l'&J ·and scho~l.'O 1n: ~A.tlluanla~ 
·. o l' spoottully sut:;goat t t;nt tho Stoto li13pttr1;pent 1ntoro,~e 'ft1th .j 

l 
the .GOVOl'lliUOnt or !:>'Woden to t:t..rant clt1tenab1ps to thoee two hun-. I 
drad.. ''.'tiona down~nt~ would &uJ;·ve to 1romed1n1;ozy ch~tpgc: tbo~l~ j 

stt.;tau.• eitd tll·e~~ewl th St.lVe their llv~s. S;WodEm should. IJo further!:; 
r0,:r!oc1'tetl to t-:.ivo tcmpora1-y l'l.'lfuge to those t-wo httniU>od {l1'0$t ri 

splrU.ual loaders 0 nnd a guart111teo s.~V·Uil ttta't t!;l.ey.wo?l.d·l)-8 t~~~·· ; 
ferred at tht; oerlieet moment to pl:aO'O& fJt' po:t"illhnent !'()3-:'WJG~, (ii'e · , , 

l 1 . r. \ 
l'i'Ottld apprco1ah tho 1nstl•uct·1cnf! u1.' tlle. State DePa-rtment Q4 t<Y Jl. ;,': ... !!· 

t·1e adv!tmb111ty of sutmd.tt~ n l"O<j,ucnt to til,e vut14Wf;! thu't a. 
, . . :, . -a 

i}rcaentut.ion. oe ~Hle oy the vatloan to the Gorman g~-vol'lllll()nt for l ' H 
-

the relenao of 200 of the .renJ,~ av!ritual. J.eado~·s now~ tn"f:.Uhun .. : 

nia). 

1}"·-. 
H n 
H I H 

I j. 

j· H m.i caion to aend a dcle8at\; or n oot1t,;lttee of two ttl I:.isbtin, ·Port- ·, 't 
1 Ji 

ueal whit!h would l) or~<:<Gavor to 1nvest1gato anq, ~'lkc an Mcurate·l H 

:=· ;:.:~;·::·~'"~::· 4·::::·::·.::::·~:4.:::1 I 'I[ 
. reo,;ous pouaibil!tieo and to ~tend n~esa:ey reliei' to thi9!ll• ~) f ~~~ 
To eatablith oouto.et with thQSG in nG~•~ral eomttP.hm and·! t pos.,.; :I I 
ible witll·tnoae 1n cowlt·iea Uberntod by ttanm:ned ful'OG8·Qf,\t,fie J H 

!. Jl 
~··~···.•·It 

.f,:al. 
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Un1hcl statQs~; thQSU .o1: th~ AU1oo ~~Jt.~~Ai~ 5)--~~Q~;~~~i~-,,,. 
·thO n~es&Ql'Y,.~tu i'or tue. ·r~oo.not~,u~~~~~itho . .l.en.l~h-~~)1~~£. 

1'tt1a _~r.o1•1i taf.l.Y nooaoa1tute oxtelJ&iil:)li of t~ tie~ogntoa·(lc,Jt,1~~­

·. t1os t10 1noludo v1e1ta to 'l'urkey, Palontiil~ ti~ ;sw~t2Eif~(Ul4~ .... We, : ~ ,. ~.. ; . . ·. '· ·~ :: '> .' f . .. . ; 

would, tllerui'o:ro, tc~uoet th~!l State D~pnr-tmQ~~. tf> ~~p~~i\1~~1. , -.. · 

grant d1plqmat1c pasnp·ortll to tb.ooo dologatoa ond to ~o1~~ta,t:e 

tile ll1"1'61l(~ementn tor the JoiU'Dey. 

III .. t{l'llT,t::~m.t,;~n and nm.KF."£ 
'l'he st~te D~~<trtrr.mlt hue 1nrol"~~ u~ of o d1plqma.t1o 4S.opF.:'f,Q~I 

transro.ittod tht•out.;h tho Legation in l'le:rn ft"om o1,1r)l~ .. I,snuo. 1 

:.>Laru:moll 1n :Jwit zerluna !n wnl eli tt 1s ()l)lli'id~ntially rapu"rtocl .I 
tr1nt .ruaouo poss1b1l.it1en ft'Olil :franca, lJo4~1~.,m:u.'i !:!~?llP.nd (it"e. 

: grently llmitod boctLse of 41!t.toultloa &llcountorell ,tn their ~~'iff 

into ·t-::w1tzorland. A simUtu• sUuu.t1o.n axl!;ite.1n the rcaoul1) of: I 

Je>dl from !lu~."~e,ary nnd Sbvak1u, who1 though poaaefU1trs Qf,U•tit!{~te 
to l'ttl\'IGt1m.tD can not uec••re t:rautlit through T~.q.>key,. j 

We would, tnoreforo, rnspecttu.lly ro(!ucet t"nt & &tro~ ~n4 i 

terv<mtion be made to tile (;ow:rntr.ent ot SW1tzea.•lund and 'i'urkoy to -I 

parn.dt entry to those· i'leo1ng th~}1az1s n11d to clv~ th6ln t.elhpol'ill'Y 
~-.' 

<:'-lV• Si:!Ai\"CtlA,l , -. · i 
~~ • I 

•;o nB.a1n rospeot fully :;>reuon t the matter of tho \1abb1 nioal ' 

g:rou;: in S~anglmi o A T1•oa~ ti~partmont J..icenae !ln~ liDon granted.! 

and a oable ·d1spatcned wttich gives nnbbi oh., omnul.c:,-,;i~Hl'i 1n-snanghat 

borrowing poc<or to the ex'tent of tltty thO!lSttl'Jd dolltu.·s. Thl$ [ 

i· measure is deeply appreciated by our Cowrd.t'tlae-. Ho\lave%'11 ·to in- 1 
! 

sure the sai'ety of this gl'CJ.ll), 1t 1s d&~.l$d h1(5hly odvi~Htbltt t11~t 

th.hl group receive unnies fran a neutral oount~Y· 'l'h1s !'cot 

prove to the Jurenm;e ~;ovo:t'n>•H3i1t., in mil.itnl~Y ~ontl'Ol of' .r~;~pruh 

-t!Jnt this group 1B being m.ain1Ht1ned b,y 1nt_ex>e$ted p1rt!€G in 

· neutral aou; trhls.. !t ls. ther(~:foro .. x>espoo1>tul.l .. y reqll.eetell tb:«Jt: 

PW'.u.1sa1o.ri bo granted nnd a j?admoal L1ceruae J;a.sue to tratwfe~ th(f 

rum of S25,aoo .. oo to Iaauc eternoocn in St. Galli'Jfi, Sw1tze-cl~nt\ 

t· 
;: 

' 

'· ]. 
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ond b;y. 111m. tr.eti:Jr~od to R~bb~ S2tilulew1~1n Sbatigh~i'_ tor ~lB"" 
·tr1 but1on WUOllf& t!n.l. Htlbb1a ~ud, a0h9lara. · 

· Uay t1o !'u:t•tll~' udv1.Do tho beptu:>tttont ·of' Stt~te• tbfl:t .~ . 

. · J\Ill~r1cr.m relatives or ttu)ao 1ntorneoe in l'.ibanc4la1 ote ;&,,xt ouu 'to 

. des1gnato n monthly eum tor tho1r t•ol.qttvet.\ 111 itoaa. our r~qui.liil .-~~.---·_·_- _ 

.!e rtlspooti\llly ~t)Jll1tte4·tor tbe state D~pm•~ri\out; to nrr~o toi :· 
. - . . . .·- ... 

•. the trooetar !)f 0.\0h oid throuell l\ neutral agonoy 1ll tl» aomo 
~ 

rrnnne&· us 1t is now made avnilablo to tt1o .:uner1oflln•o1tbonfil tJhan!JP.41o 

.· V• SAN SAiNil.TOR 

Inforuationa lluvo been 1'uceivod that tho ponen,tl ot sun Ot:~lva .. 
1 

, tor h(le boon 1natru~Wntal. 111 tlio roacuo of r.:ney Jewa 1n ocoupiod 

countries of n.tropa; mlt'l that by nakina: nvallnblo san $a.lva.tor 

o1thensh1ps, muw llvos havo. been ooved. l!owevm.•, thJl r.ovc;rn"' 

mont of (.'ifln ::lalvator a:ay 1nvc.l1dnto theaa lit'tJ"'t!UV'lng docUr;Wnte,. . / 
! J. 

It ia 1'-'H£s'estoo thot o friendly 1nt~raosdon be tllfide to tho :}Ovevnf 
flJJnt of Bun snlvato:t• to giVe duo raoogn1tion to the document~ · 

i 
lleing issued by her conouse .. <md to t'G(}UflGt t iHlt ttU.a -~~l'f)OOdure' ! 4• 

contb>UGo 
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March a, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

Rabbis Kalmanowi tz' and Met/ of the Union' of Orthodox 
Rabbis called today ansi requested help from the war Refugee-Board 
in sanng about 100 JeWish Rabbis and scholarsl now in imminent 
danger in Lithuania~ They stated they had asked the SWedish1Min­
ister to approach his Government on the question of granting 
honorary citizenship to these ~eople in order to forestall their 
deportation as stateless indinduals. The Swedish Minister agreed 
to send a message along these lines to his Government in Stockholm. 

The Rabbis requested that-the War Refugee Board take 
steps tQ have a formal request made to SWeden with respect to tlwse 
people. They also request that the War_ Refugee Board .work out a 
program to get food to this group, and, as a third request, they 
asked us to· approach the Vatican" to ask the Catholic leaders in 
Lithuania to help the Jewish groups in danger in that c01mtry. • 

7£-~·~cfo ~ ~~~ 
~ ~ t..t..---;1 -Z..J6u:l ---~~ - - - '---.. 

~ f ' · J · F. Hodel - - · 
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Rabbis r.aJJmnom t.a and Jceta ot the Union o£ Ot'thOd«»c 
Rabbis Onl.led today and req~eatiGd help £roa tbe We. notugee Board 
in eaV1ng about lop Jewish jabbiiJ and aoholara now in 1111r<Wlcmt 
danger in U.thWlnia. They atated they bac:l a.•l«<d the S.oclt.eh W.n­
ieter to appr011.ob his Oowrnmant on the Qlleat.ton o£ at'antina 
honOJ'a17 o1.t1zuehip to these people in orc:ter . to toree\call tlttl1r 
de:portaM.ou u stat~l$88 1ndiV1dua.'le. the Swed1ah ltiri.tatell" tgnad 
_to Gand s. Jr.9SI.las;e along tbeae lines to h:la (lovertunent 1n 8tockholll. 

. .'!'h.o Rabbis req,tie~tfld that th~ war Retugott Board ~ 
atepa to have a fOl'lllal request made to SWeden wUh railpeot to tllaae 
people. They aleo :roq_11o"t "b!mt the mtr R~ugs& SOard vQl'k out a 
program tu get food to this group, and, aa a. iibinl :t.·~queat• th&;r 
aeked ue to approach the Vatican to aak the Catholio J;eadera in 
L1 thuzania to oolp the "*""'·&" gro11pa in danger iu -~ba'b country., 

'. 

li'Htlab 'J/lli44 



132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM atO) • 

NEW YORK 7, N, Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

War RefUgee Board 
Treasur,Y Department 
washington, D. c. 

March 17 • 1944 

Att: Miss F. Rodell 

Dear Miss Hodell, 

May I express iey, since.re thanks for your 
courtesies during our conference on Wednesday. 

We e nc lose our application .for the license 
to Tangiers and also O\W messages to Mr. ~ternoucn U) 
and to Rabbi Wilhelm Wo'l:be in Stockholm, Sweden. 
We are·certain that you will give these matters ·· 
your earnest and imm.ediat~ attention. 

-·f: 

May we ask you also tQ give your early 
at tent ion to the matter of the license for the 
$100,000 foi' which we made.; application. It should 
be made in the name of Vaad Hahatzala Emergency · 
Committee, 1.32 Nassau St. · 

. Will you please advise us if we can send a 
message to Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe in the same text 
as the cable which you permitted us to send to 
Isaac Sternbuchabout the $50,000 to Shanghai? 

The matter of sah Salvador is so vitll that 
·we allow ourselves to again broach the subject .to 
inquire if the San Salvador government has already 
informed the Swiss government thfit it recQgnizes 
the docUments issued •. May we ask whether it is 
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HfiH 
(Emerge11cy Committee /or' Refugee ~clz~lars, 

Yeslzivot{1, Rabbis a11d Commu1wl Leaders) 

1"32 NASSAU STREET 
(ROPM 819} 

NEW roRK 7, ·N.Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

- 2 -

possible.for our government to advise the SWiss 
government that assurances have been received from 
the San Salvador government in this respect. 

May I again assure you that it is with every 
feeling of thankfUlness and deep appreciation 
that. we receive .every offer of cooperation given 
by you. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY CO:MMITTEE 

AK:r 
~-~ A.'A!~~~ 
. ·~ Rabbi Abra~am. Kalmanowi tz?7, 


