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Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitsz:

I am pleased to forward herewith photostatic:

coples of a report made by your Tstanbul committée to

the American Embassy, Mkara, Turkaey.

Very truly yours,

~ J. W. Pehle S .
Executive ‘Mractor o - E

,Rabbi A. Kalmanowitsz,
Vaad Hahatzala lmergency Committes,
132 Nassau Street, i

New York 7, N, Y,

Enclosures,

-




NOV 27 1944

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowitsa;:

Receipt is écknowledged of your letter of

November 19, 1944, enclosing a aopy of your financial

statement for the period of danuary 1 to October 3,
1944, ’

Very: truly yours,

v w, Peid B
J. W. Pohle
Exeocutive Director

(!

Rabbi A. Kalmanowits, : L
Vaad Hahatzala Emergenocy Cormittee, 7 N ) : Cel e
132 Nassau Street, . . o o
New York 7, N. Y.

W . FHihd 11/24/44 :
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&= VAAaD HAHATZALA
. R .. .. . (EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

(ROOM B8in) - . -
NEW YORK 7, N. V.

PHONE RECTOR 2.4235

°

VNOV- 19, 1944' e Tl

Honorsble John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Hefugee Board
Treasury Building

e Washington, D,0.

Honorable Sir;-

We enclose a copy of our finencisl'statemént which éovefs'
the period of January 1lst to October 31st, 1944, o :

) " you are intimately aware of all the effort, blood, sweat and
tears that is contained in the Vaad Hahatzala work, v

) ™ From the very inception of the war Refugee Board, the vaad .

Hahatzala has stood in the vanguard of the rescue work, and such rescus

measures as proourement of passports, erossing refugees from oné bordey

to amother, the ransom of many hold by the enemy, were initiated by

the Vasd Hahatzala and carried through by its committees in the neutral
¥ lands., The War Refugee Board rocognized the need for the above messures

and gave its cooperation to making theds measures actual rescue mediums,

We would respeotfully ask you, to prlease acknowledge receiptrr,"
of the enclosed statement and to inelude, also an approval by the war
Refugee Board of the work done by the vead Hahatzala, i

with deepest aporeciation,
' VAAD HAHATZALA EMFRGENCY COMMITTEE

RaBBI A.\KALMATOWITZ ?

. To rescue, save and preserve from. war destr

uction the ’T(zr'al)"'r;atues Ty
« (Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Co ;

mmurigl Leaders )

, To utilize the possibilities “for rescue of 'E;Lropéan Jewry-where EtlJe,—
Vasd Habatz ala brogram is especially needed. - TR

_—




LOUIG J. BEPTIMUB. C. P, A, - LOLIS J. EEPTIMUB & COMPAF ¢
"BOLOMON BEPTIMUS, 0. & A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ABGDUNTANTB

VAAD HATZOLO-EMERGENO! COMMITTEE FOR RESOUE
WEW YORK CITY. - =

- Stetement of Oash Rooolpta & Paymonbs
" _Jenuary'l, 1944 to October 31, 1944

IlGOIE: From Appeals, Campaigns & Iblfnro Funds ........'811.164.86

RESGUE AID PAID:

Remitted to Svltnrhnd oocoo--.0-...-&00;'422’22‘.60
. R.-ttt.d to Shlnghll-......................110 100,00
Remittdd to Palestine.eecececscocascaasrsce 58’402'93
Remitted to U. S, 3, Re Sevescssssecesnsnne 30,35’.% _
R.-’.tt.d to Tm‘k., eesssseasencsresssstnen 25,908.75 e .
R'Iitﬁ.d %o s‘.d’n esetesssssnsssssasecsane 12 218‘3‘ ' - ‘
Ri‘llﬂi.d to no“d"o.l..loqomocgoo'to.ocoo. 3'000.00 ’
Renitted to Santo Do‘in&‘ 4esvesesassssssans I 101.‘0
Rexitted to Lithuania sennesesescsrecssevte ’811000
Remitted 0 Canada ,.cocecsovsccsccnessscan 680,00
Remitted to LondoN..eeessnccrsncsancssecase 400,00
RoMIttad €0 CUDBoscgostosnvonsscosssinsscosese 280,00
Resoue Ald through other organizations ...e 7,760,00
Paraels sent from U, 3, to Russla sesececces 53,883,432
Remitted to Tehran for psrosls to Russia .y 41, 052.11'
Remittdéd to Palestine for parcels to Russia 29 ,843.88
Remitted to Tangelir for parcels ceccccnness .000.00
Csbles yia Wer Refugee Board, . :
Stats Dept. .nd other AE‘RO’..' .ooooo.o.. ‘;861"78
Misoellaneous Resocue Ald Pald cececicsioces 5,251,88

Total Resowe Ald Pald cevvsvaes .!.'ﬁl.il.."g;:l. - 800.876‘99 )
' L $ 10,287,657

Less EBxpenses of rund R-httg & Adnlnutut ons

‘S‘lll‘!.. G0 e NNONOERIEV OO ENERNOROOSOOIOEOTBOREOETN 15'96101" ’
Postage, printing, stationery sesesccescse 5,38)1,74
Advertising & Publicity secessescccccnccas 0,407 445
Traveling, Notel Accomodations ceecesccens

SQOP.tI!‘i_Il and other Costs sescesssccnne 1‘,679.“

Tollphoni 008000000000 00000 0000000000008 2,103.38

RONE .veeesncrtccsccnctsasncvonnsvsvcnsesns 1.“0.00 T 7 -~ E
Office Equlpl.nb sessebecsnssaseserssenitses 30’7.50 - 7

) Misoellaneous EXDONSOS sesvcecscnscpsvoce 651& 9 i

Total Bxpenses Paid ' T : ) . '43.642;67

'Exoui' Payments over Recelipts ] - : ' 89,558.10

We hnn made a detailed audit of the books and r.ool‘dl of acocount of
the Vaad Hatsolo for the ten month period ended October 31, 1944, and

- WE DO HEREBY CERTIFY that in our opinion the above statement oom-ut:ly
reflects its dummary of Ouh Receipts and Pcy-ontl fopr tho por!.od

sbove ltntod.
r.ou;s SEHIIUS & COIPA!Y
Ay B eut n&ad;uw
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\mél D HAHATZA Lﬂi_ =

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEL‘)

132 NASSAU STREET .
- . (ROOM B19)-

NEW YORK 7. N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235

November 24 , 1944

War Refugee Board o S
Treasury Building EET L
_ Washington, v, U,

C Attty Miss F.'odgl

Dear Miss Ho&el:

Wwe have written Mr. John W. Pehle ana forwarded
to him an audited statement of the Vaad Hahatzala. for
the period January lst to October 3lst, We are en-
closing a copy for you.

In our letter we re'(}uested Mr. Pehle to volae the
approval ana satisfaction*of the War Refugee Board with the s LT S
work of the Vaad Hshatzala), , . B

It has also been in yo‘ur provinee to note, at close
hand our effort at rescue,

May we ask you to call to Mr. Pehle's attention our
request, and to ask you to lend also your support to it,

With our deepest appreclatien,
Very respactfully yours,- o ,
VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE =

_AKsr - ' g Rabbim Kalmanowitz’ ;

N

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Tm—;z/; valies
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis,: Scbolais and Communal Leaders)

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of Europenm Jewry wbere the o

Vead Habatzala program is-especially needed ;




LDUIS & BEPTIMUN, C. &, A S LOwS .J_f'sép'rmus‘& BOMPA,. ¢ R .
B0LOMON. SEFTIMUS, 0. # A, ) ' 7, . CERTIFIED E‘usu'u ACCOUNTANTS 7, N o ~. S
" - VAAD FATZOLOWEMERGENQY GOMMITTER FOR RESOUE

NEW YORK CITY

Statement of Cash Receipts & Payments "
January 1, 1944 to Ootober 31, 1044 S
INCOMES From Appeals, Oampaigns & Welfare Funds . .,.‘......QBAIJ.,
RESQUE AID PAID: P A R
Remitted to Switzerland .ee.... ssepocines -‘422”'82415.07;
Remitted to Shnnghnl.......... ses ..........110,100.90
ROIlt“d to P.I.!tin...- o-‘.o:-onooooioi-oooo 55.402'93 :
Remitted to U, o S Re ®e0avsererstsnnsene 30’357.08
Remitted to 'I'\n'koy @evecscesrnsrvscrsensesy 25,908.75
}‘..ltﬁ.d to s‘.d‘n o----o'oc.’nnoqalnn-oqqot ].2’218.5‘ .
R‘.ttt.d to Eomdﬂ.....’.....f.-..,...-m..-.. sevecoes ey 3'000.00 ' S & S L
Remitted to Santo DO.“%_._ ¢¢000ds0arerninnns 5,10'.‘40 e L
Remitted to Lithuania PeENEEN20000 0000 a0ty 6,811'00 '
Reniit ted to Canada Sredsscsecracencnenrncey 680,00
Rnltt“ “ 'Londﬂn..........o. .I:...'...Q.O.‘. 406.00
RQ‘!V‘.& eo c‘t‘oolaotltljhnq-oo.).'oc.o-g‘ 250*00
Resous Ald through other ‘organizations ..,, 7,750,00
Paroels sent from U, 3. 50 Russia 4eeen eeee 853,883,32.
Renitted to Tehran for paresls to Russ ia <y 41,032,11
Remittdd to Palestine for parcels to Russia 29,843.88 SRR
Remitted to Tnngolr for Parcels esssseenegy 8’000000 : B .
Cables yia War Refugee Board, ; :
State D.ptp- apd other. Agenples #oe0csneny ",861.'73 .
Misoellaneous Rescue Ald Patd cscrrinsccans 5,251,688

Potal Rescue Ald Patd oo

n.o‘o,op,oo,‘-.‘poo-ooooo-. 7 800.876:99.7;”
’ $ 10,207,67
Less R & Administration:
-SallriOI c.nooo-'nn-;oooooooo-oooo'o-uo-ooo 15,961’1"
?o.t.s’, prlntllg, 'tlttﬂm!‘,‘ AL XTI RRY Y O 5.381.”‘
Ad"l‘t!..l!8'& Publ‘clty bso0bseevsccrceren- 9,40"‘8
Traveling, Wotel Accomodations esesesnncay L -

So_ontnrhl,nnd other Costs 683000000 0n0n 1’,6"’0“ L ,7" K 7
T.lﬂphﬁn. --6--..0...-.0.0.-000.0:0.oooc_-. 2,103088 e

B .nt ...-..'l'..'.lt..'...l.......ﬁ.“vizi.. . 1;‘“0'00
Office Bqui

pment AR ALLEE LY R R WP i 30’.50 -
l’.so.llm.ou. Expenses *eseresssesessssnas :

631,39

Total Expenses Patd , ._‘.&24_3:.61 "

“Excess Payments over Receipts

We have made a detaliled audlt of the books and records of ‘aseo
the Vaad Hatzolo for the ten month period ended Ostobe:
WE DO HERERY CERTIFY that in oup opinion the abeve sta
reflects its éummary of Cash Receipts and Paywents

above stated, - ;
) : : LOoUIs J, Sm )




Ootobexr 28, 1944

Perr Sirgs

Pursuant to the requast con'ained o your letter .
‘of Oatober 27, 1944, there are enclosed herewith duplicate
-originala of two letiers which the War Refuges Board
acfressed to the Unfon of Opthodox Rabbie under date
of October 24, 19L4. )

Very truly yoursy, .
e Dorirnew: Hosf

. Florence Hodel
Specilsl Jgcistent teo the Executive Director

s

i
+

Vand Hahatzala Fmergency Cdmﬁiitea,'
132 Nassau Street, B
Hew York 7, New York.

%,

Enclosures.
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'vﬂav Hd Ha'rzam

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STREET -
(ROOM 8i9)

NEW YORK 7. N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235.

October 27, 1944

v}ar Refugee Board
Treasury Suilding
Washington, 4, C.

Atty Miss Florengs Hodel
Dear Miss Hodel,

. May we express our most grateful thanks and appcreo:lstion '
for your indulgence in making the changes in the fTour messages
whioh I left with the war Retngee Soard for transmission.

We enclose herewith copies of two messages which the Board
sont to us. However, they are-addressed to the Union of Orthodox-
Rabbis, and inasmch as all of our accounts are oarried in the
name of the Vaad Hshatzala Amergency Gomittee, wo would be
grateful, if you could send us the same coples addresaed to us.

If it is possible, we woul'dgratefully appreciate that e
all communications from the War Hefugee foard be addressed to ' R -
the Vaad Hahatzala Smergehoy committee. i )

with our most grateful appreeisation,
‘ Very respectfully yours,

VAAD HAHATZALA XRERGENCY COMMITTEE

e
2 A e
AKyr ‘Rabbl Abkaham Kalmanowitz 'f‘: B

To rescue, save and breserve from war destruction the Torapy values E
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Commundl Leaders) o

To utilize the po:s;bdrtm for rescue of European Jewry wheré tbe O
-Vasd Habatzala progmm is especmlly needed.. . L



EEDCUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PR“SIDENT
WAR RWFUGEm BOARD

WASHINGION. 25, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE | ‘ ' - October 24,1944
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ' .

Dear Sirs:

The following message for -you from Mr, Sternbuoh Ll
was -recelved through the American Legatlon in Bern under
date of October 19,1944: ’

" To date(October 6) we have disbursed'in Swiss
francs equivalents: for Slovakia 305.000; for
Poland, Hungary and Rumania 435.000; for Italy. .
30,000; and for Holland Belgium and France 140.000.

"Through Interoross there was recently dispatched ! &
a carload which included 5000 kilos sugar and C
5000 kilos of macaroni, to the Resienstadt, Dis=-
tribution of thls food will be undertaken by our

people." ]
Very truly yours,
J.We Pehle !
Executive Director
Union of Orthodox Rabbis o R

132 Nassau Street
New York 7, N.Y.




. EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDINT -

WAR REFUGEE BOARD

WASHINGTON 25 , D.G.,

FFICE OF THE :
S“{ECUT’IW"DIRECTORV ' -~ October 24,1044

Dear Sirs:

The fdllowing me ssage for you'fromer. Sterﬁﬁuch,j e
was received through the American Legation 4in Bern ‘under
date of .October 20,1944: . S

" Trustworthy information from Frence has been received: - . -
by us to the  effect that internees who were rémoved - L
- from Vittel during this spring were later deported.
to the east from France in two groups which departed. -
about the middle and the end of May respectively, It =
will be aporeciated if you will ask the Government R
. . : . of Paraguay to take necessary steps, through the o
. Spanish Embassy in Berlin, to ascertain if it is
’ possible the loeation and fate of these people at
the present time.* , , T
" At our request formerswiss Federal Councillor Musy .= -
has announced his readiness to visit Berlin and tr
to find and rescue: these deportees from Vittel, "

Very truly yours;{;

J. We Pehle 7 e :
Exeéu’tive Director [T

Union of Orthodox Rabbis

132 Nassau Street
New York 7, N.Y.
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% \?FIFID HA HHTZGLH

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

- 182 NASSAU STREET
s (ROOM Bfe)

: NEW YORK 7: N Y

PHONE RECTOR 2-42_85

A

October 13, 1944 - -

Honorable John W, Pehle, Exec, Dir.
War Refugee. Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. O

Honorable Sirs S

I hasten to enclose draft of the cable which
vour attention auring our recent conference.

In this we find further concrete proof that the Judlcious -

disposition of larger sums has resulted in saving many unfortunates”

otherwise dooped to death., wWe must respectfully urge you %6 in- -

struct Mr. McClelland to make avallable the 1erger sums needed
for further rescus.

I desired to see you after our conference in the
In your absence,
doubtedly has detailed “t' e results thereof to- yOoW.
you to sapvort our contentlon in the matter of the declawation - ‘as
prisoners of War. ur. Losser has undoubtedly advised you that Mr.
has prepared a memorandwn on the subject.

May I expsct to hear from you at the earliest moment in these
matters?

‘.'!ith deepest apprecistion for
the past several 3ay

we presented to you,

. Very st nce‘re,ly;yc;gr,s';g'

VAAD FAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMIDTER

AK:T Rabbi Akrgham Kalmanowit:

To rescue, save and preseﬂle from war destmrhan tbe Torab wlue
(Ye.rbmotb Rabbis, Scbo]ars and Commuml Leaders)

To utilize the possibilities for rescue of Europea ]ewry wbere th
Vaad quatzala programzsesp

Jﬁ brei:ght: to

War Department.
1 advised Mr. Lesser of our conferences and he tn< .

" May 1 sgain- -urge.

—I;Qng';'

your graciousness and courtesy during ¢
s and for your deep concern in the maqy problems \vhlcb

/ i
i




1) In Fungary a promise has tentatively been. given for cessat ion of ﬂe?o’rtétioﬂé;

S

Afternegotiation , agents are preparing evacuvation remainﬂer of,dewS‘in'Beléénﬁij é R

Bergen to Switzerland. (This we: presume is the remainder of the 1694)§
2) Rabbi Ungar st i1l unaer srrest in Slovakia.. His son in law Rer isifreéélsfop: SRR

4000 Jews remained with Partisan stop People wio didh't'—cqoperéte in upfisingi,' o

may not be deported stop A lérger sum has been deposited. 

3) We continue to sesrch for deportation Camp in Lithuania,

4) Ve have already reported throughicClelland to what countries our fuhds héverr, 

w, -
L,
“

been Jirected,
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o absnn Tvi
==——'VAdD HAHATZALA
' : (EMERGENCY coMM(TiEE) s

. - (ROOM B19)’ .- . - -l
- NEW'YORK 7, NO'¥, -~ 7 =

PHONE RECTOR 2-4238 . . .

. October 6, 19421; ‘

Honorable John W, Pehle, fxegc. Dir. . -
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, ¥, C,

Honorable Sir;

I refer to the telegram which we dispatehed to you yesterday
and in which we respectfully called your attention to. the brutal
tendency of the Germans on évacuation of any territory, to destroy

- with utter bestiality -thousands of innocent: inhabitants., In most
cases, the ma jority of these victims are Jews, " o

An outstanding exampie, as reported in the New York Yimes and
" other newspapers was the group destroyed in a camp in listonia,

In the conference held with ths Honorable- Secretary of the .
Treasury and with you in which Habbl: I. Miller, Mr. Hosenheim and
. . myself $ook part, we endeavored to make clear that the urgency of the
L situation made vital dealing directly with the agents for the ransom
of the unfortunates held in the concengration campss -As the days ~

pass, and the. brutality of the Gernn'ne'fﬁis outlined in glearer detail,' o
this action becomes more imperative. - -

We would appeal to you once more, t6 consider that the shadow is .
fast falling on the pitiful romnants still in the enemy's hands and to.
take the drastic but vitally necessary action which we discussed.

Wo anxiously await your action in this gost urgent matter,

With deepest apmeciation,

Very re,spectf'izl‘lyr yours,

- : VAAD HAHATZALA

ARsr

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values
(Yeshivoth, Rubbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders)

To -utilize the yb:ssibilitie: for rescue of'-Eu(opgan Jewry, where the - o
Vaad Habatzals T brogram is especially needed. .

g

EROENCY MMITTEE. -
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“UT0 . Miss Hodel -

. FROM Re Be Parke

_tain F. H. Creech, Office of Censors!

Subject: Request for Blanket Iicense by Vagé Hahatzala Emergency Commi:teé’}gffi .
covering transmjssion of messages to areas liberated by Russia, ARCEN

In accordance with your request, I informed Mr. Schoen of the ‘Vaad:
Hahatzala Emergency Committee that no Treasury license is required with respect
to the transmission of the type of messages to which reference was madé in-the - b
letter addressed to the War Refugee Board on September 14, 1944, by the Vaad. - =~ 4.
Hahatzala Emergency Committee, Thatno Treasury license is required in . such = o
cases has been agreed by the Legal Division and’ by the Censorshlp Relations ,
Section of Porelgn Funds Control, ) , L L i )

Mr. Schoen was adv1sed however, that a Censorshlﬁ/llcense is re- :
qulred with respect to each message of the type in question. It was suggested L8
to Mr. Schoen ghat application for CK;sorshlp licenses might be made to Cap-. - 0 =

ip, ‘Apex Building, 6th and 7th Streets"
and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington,. D, C. This information was obtained . &
from the 0ffice of Censorship by the Censorshlp Relatlons Section of Pbrnlgn S
Funds Control. . o

In-view of the foregoing, there is retLrned for such disposition-as =
you may deem appropriate your memorandum of September 20, 1944, -in connection
with the request for a blanket lmcensemmade by the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency
Committee,




MEMORANDUM e R AR
) Foerfiééhﬁent'féi:;'fb

FFC Letter No:

Date: Septembor 20, 1944 .

TO: . Liaiscn Officer, Foréign Funds Control

" FROM: War Refugee Board
Subject:  Compunicetion with aveas liverated by Russia.

¢

There is transmitted herewith a copy of a letter dated Séptember 14,1944;3:

from the Vapgd Yshatzala, BEergency Comﬁittee dealing with commUnication'? L%
#1tx persons in Polish, Lithuanien, and other Baltic areas 1iberated by - A
Tiseia. Text of proposed communicationsis quoted in attached letter.

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treasury .
licenses and other necessary documents be issuqd permitting the execution
of the project contemplatqd in the letter described'above. :

Remarks : Blanket license as requested. T, ’ o oo
E

. H061%W

For the War Réfuges Board

.

Action: ' )
Basic license No. W- issued -
Remittance license No. , issued
Other:

Liaison Officer
- Foreign Funds Control

Date:
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s VAAD HAHATZALA e

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)
' 132 NASSAU STREET . .
{ROOM -818) R
NEW YOR—?’(,7',N' A A

PHONE RECTOR 2-4238

© September 14, 1944

Hon. John W, Pehle, fSxecutive Director . ‘
War Refugee BSesrd . ) S
Treasury bullding : : - FEE
Washington, V. @ ¢

Honorable Sirs - S Tt N

We refer to the conference which Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitz
had with you today and in which you exyredsed yourself that a -
1icense could issue permitting us to send cables to those oclties
of Poland, Lithuania, and the, other Baltic States freed by the

U. s. s. B.

we wou‘ld, therefore, respectfully ask you to please arrange - -
for the issusnce of such license permitting us to senl cables .
to Kaunas, Vilnius, Grodno, Bialystok, Lemberg, Baranowitz, and B s
other ocities of Poland, Lithuania and other Baltic States freed LT e
by the U. S. S. H, - - T S

v

The text of each message ‘woul'd‘ be as follows:

"4dvise if - — - = and members of his family are alive amd
their present address.” ‘

Permit us to express our deep appreciation for your deep
consern in this and the many other problems which we had oo-
casion to present before you since the War nefugee Foard was
oreated. You were always ready and willing to listen to every
proposed plan for the rescue of the unfortunates.

We are certain that you will ezpedite-the license requested . -
in thils communication. - AETEE

Very respsctfully yoﬁr é,

- VAAD HATATZALA BIFRGENCY COMMITTEE - -

' S _ émn Jacob;'ng

linsky © ©
Executive Seoretary . -
To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torch values -~ —
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) ¢ "
) To wtilize the possibilities for ie;cué of Eurbﬁean, ]ewry"whérg fhe :
- Vaad Habatzala program is especially needed. - B

3







Room) (’Eldgi)
(Ro 7




 asbington , D. C. - a

QX ;
“S.5.R.

proposed plan for the rescus of the unfortunates. , : }y\ )&& L

VAAD HAHATZALA RMERGENCY COMMITTEE =
. 132 Bessau Strest

New York 7, New York - R
Septenber 14, 1944

Hon. Jobn . Pahle, Executive Direstor
far Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding

Honorable sim

!We refer to the conference which Babbi Abreham Kalmanowits = . s
bad with you today end in which you expressed yourself thot. a T o
licenss could issue permitting us to send cables to those cities

- We would, thsrefore, respectfully ask you to plesse arrange Q\W
for- the issuance of such lidense permitting us to send cables - :
to Kaunas, Vilnius, Grodno, Bislystok, Lemberg, Baranowits, and
other cét;eg of Polend, Lithusnia and other Baltic States freed
by the U.S.S.R. , - ,

The text of each meesage would be-gs followa:,

1A4dvige 4f vececrereecees. and mub;rs of'hls femily are
alive and their present address.® -

Pernlt us to express cur dsep appreefhtion for your deep
congern in this and the meny other problems which we hed oc-
casion to ent before you since the Var Refugee Board was
created. You were always réady and willing to listen to every

e are certain that you will expedite the license :equeaﬁed ,
in this communication. ; ST

Very respectfully yours, )
VAAD BAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
/8] Jacod Karlinsky _ .

. Rabbi Jacob Karlinsky
Executive Secretary -

Gopy




| TREASURY, RARTMENE .

Y m«argeucy Fund fox' :
Hat’l. }Jafense 1942-44, Allotment to
Yar hef'ngee bmrd. e

, S §EP’1V3 1988
RABBI ABSANAR KALMANOWITZ :

VEAD RAHATZALA IMERGENCY COMMITIRE
132 NASSAU STREST

Hi¥ YORK 7, NER YORK

F‘F V%tuﬁf}}h I8 MADE T LOUR. IL(‘.‘-GMK‘P L}“*ﬂ‘i:ﬁ‘% AHD- TELFG‘%A&L‘: ?‘HILH HAVE BEEN
REFERRED 70 ME IN SECRE TAdY Ia':t)szE QII{AU'S ABSENCE FROM THE OITY. I 'I"ISH 'I.'O' )
ASSURE YOU AGAIN THAT THE B4R REVUGER BOAHD 15 TAKING BVERY ACTIO‘& K ')"5& TG —{
BA POSSIRLY AND PRACTICABLE TO SAVE THE LIVES oF ALL JE¥S STILL IN lﬁyﬁﬁ!—-
QCCUPIED :?E"“;;‘J:"‘D?ZY. THE 94y REFUGEE BOARD REPP-.E&'SEETATIVP‘ In SWITM‘M;ARD'V ‘

. H&b BN L STRUCTED TO oo xSULT AGAIR WITHE YOUR BJ..PRE&F HTATLIVES AND TO ASSIST g
TIN RVIRY TAY COSSIBLE In ANY RESCUE PLAN ®HICH IN t!I‘z JUD(:I&BHT HO'I;DS ANY PE'.&L .
PROMISE OF SUCCESS. OUR REPRESENTATIVE IN “’A\ITZ.MHIAND ‘iAS ALSO BERYM th UuﬁTﬁB
TO ADVISE U8 I¥ FUNDS ARE HESDED POX RESCUE »uR WPOSES IN ADDITION 10 THE WEDS

SHICH )h.\h, ELRESDY BERH ’-’Léﬂmﬁ‘ AT HIS DISPOSAL.

(Initialed) J. W, P,

JOINI W, PEHLE
FXRCUTIVE DIFECTOR ~
YAR REPUGEE BOARD

ﬁ?%g Ssfu .
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% \mae I-IH Ha'rzam

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STREET
.. (ROOM B18)

NEW YORK 7. N Y,

PHONE RECTOR 2:4235 S i . ol
September 10, 1944, -
) ; :
Honorable Henry Morgentheu,Jr.,

Secretary of the Treasury
Waehi_ngton, D.C.

Honorable Sirz

We take the liberty to again refer to our conference of
September sixth, and our memorandum of; September eighth, -and we encloee
the text of an additional cable from Sévitzerland which has been received
by our office. This cable definitely shows how voxry vital it is for the
comnittee in Switzerland to have the necessary funds for rescue.

'l‘ext of cable; "In consequence\of urgent please of Rabbi
from Neutre Slovakia we sent him 200,000 Swiss franos. He pleads for -
“large sums for effeotive rescue aoction. We beg you for immediate S
further trensfers" - -

. We wish to reiterate to you and fespeotfully ask the"
Seoretary to place the necessary funds for this vital rescue work
at the disposal of our committee in Switzerland as outlined in our
memorandum of September 8th. -

=2,
A e
.4

In referring also to the matter,of the group deported from
Vittel and now in the much feared camp at Oswiecem, Polandi, we would
respectfully suggest that in addition to .the hastening of exchanges
for this group, public warning be given the Germans that they will be’
held respénsible for this group unlee\s immediately returned to & camp
for civilian interneces to which the Red Cross would have access,.

May we agein express deepest gratitude for your fine éidi
in the rescue of the destitute Jewish people, and we ask you to be
gracious enough to reply to the several matters contained in our
memorandpwm of Friday September the eighth. .

with deepest appreciation , -

Very respectfully yours

@t e,
AM KAIMANOWITZ. 5 L

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah wlues —
(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scho[ars and Communal Leaders)

To utihze the possibilities for rescue of European- Jeivry- w].wre
Vaead Hahatza l a progmm is especially needed :

R







(EMERGENCY COMMITTEF )

- 132 NASSAU.- STRE
- - '(ROOM810) i
' NEW YORK 7, N. ¥, :

" PHONE RECTOR 2:4238

September 8th,1944

Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr.
Seoretsry of Treasury,
Treasury Bullding,

Washington, D.C. -

Dear. Mr. Morgenthaus .
I am taking this means of expressing my sincerest"
iew you granted us and for your warm interest

thanks for the interv
in Jewigh distress,

We trust that you will do your utmost to have .
the proposals of the enclosed memorandum considered and materialized
a8 soon as possible,

With many thanks and best wishes £

or a Happy and’
Victorious New Year, I am -

Sincerely yours, ) :
Rabbi A.\Kalmanowitg j
akijt :

L et

To-rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torab -yalues ,:,
(Yeéshivoth, Rabbts, Scholars and Cominunal Leaders)

To utilize ibe po:s:bthttes for rescue of Enropean Jewry wbere tbe 7
Vaead Habatzala_ pragmmnes[zecmlly needed,




 MEWORANDUM 10" - THE . ‘HONORABLE ~ HENRY VORGENTHAU,
ST SHRETARY OF THE TREASURYS: .

Honorable Sirs. 1

{1) Fully confident in Nr,. Pehlé's sincerity to rescus Buropean ™ .i

* Jewry as expressed in his di souseion with us on September -6thy we still i

cannot restrain our fears that the extensive project as contemplated b

the War Refugee Board will not provide lmmediate ‘aid. to those in ‘dire:
need of it. » ' - . e

The unfortunate victims are:-dispersed throughout 80 ‘large an ' -
ares where oonditions and problems are varied, that it is imperative each -
be dealt with accordingly and by those familiar with the necessary steps. .
to be taken. o . . ’ R S

Our committee in Switzerland - from time to time-- through 1@.@5

:r,epresentatlves in ocoupied areas, has the opportunity,-to'aff\egt the res- - G
bribing certain Geymen officials. We are vital- - . S

ous of groups of Jews by : :
1y interested in having the commlttee provided with such funds as will

enable it to teke advantage of thess opportunities whonever the occasion’ '
arises. . R

‘The time taken for the transmission of osbles regarding such. -
events and requests for funds oan easily lead t0 the complete loss of L
such opportunitises. -Too, it mast be emphasized that in spite of our .
activities, the funds at our disposal are limited and not sommensurate
with the mneeds presented by such problems. - -

We have cabled several hundred thousands of dollars to our ..
Gommittee in Switzerland under Federal license,but the amounts nesded
for this purpose are very:large, especially now when the last remnants
of Europesn Jewry are oonfronted with extermination due to the retreat -
_of Nazi armies from ocoupied territories in Burope. .

We, therefore, respectfully urge the Honorable Secretary to .
place such funds &8 are necessary for this type of rescue work at the
disposal of our committee, thus permitting the carrying out of rescue -

asotivities ip the meximum number of points possible. It is understood; e
of course, that the expeditures of such funds would be under the super- . = e
vision of the War Refugee Board fepregentative in S\vritzerlland.' L

(2) Oables just received from SWitzerland(accompanying this meme) <
inform us of the mortal danger faeing the group of 163 Jews in Vittel, - - .
who have now been deported to the . concegtration camp in Oswieoim,Polamds - .

1t is obvious that most energetic measures .are necessary to. save.__them_s

The Homgmwble Seorstary was most helpful in the ,monthrof;Aiiji '
in helping save them. We respectfully urge him,therefore, to save them
now and thereby earn the eternal gratitude of the Jewish people. =

Very respectful 1¥fyou,r,s.

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENGY COMMIPTEE

Akl

, - . Rebbi Abdghem Kalmanowils
132 Nassau Street N

- New York, N.Y.




: Ameriosn oountries. 7 '*hs Bpanish snd the bwise Bnbess:les in qudepestvsuo-e

' should receive the authority to issue ~passports of this oonntry. We -

On Msy 1lth, the Yerman Foreign Mini stry advised the Swiss Hnbassy that

otiations through t hejvissnmnbasey_in _eer,_shoultkthreaten—w—:l th ro=—

‘Cavles received from . our 'oo}nnit

September 6 1944 O

(1) Frcm ﬂlovskie and- Hungery come pressing requests for passports from

oessfully protect the poseessors of such passports. Plesse request auth..
onizst 1ons be given respeotivo consulates 1n 5w!.tze.rland. Should the

representetives of Poru and chile receive suoh euthorizations they ere

- willing to help. )

$%hoe there is no Uonsul of Sen Domingo here, pleese request thet someone

obligate ourselves to return these paseports after the war. :

(2) Plesge request the govérnments of Paragusy and others to intervens

i, '

with Berlin that South Americsn oitizens in Belsen-Beréen ehould be

separated, otherwise the Germans o not permit any help from-the Med Cross:
to be extended to them, '

ISAAG = STERNBUCH

September 8; 1944 - - -

the bearers of American passports who are still found in speeiel oamps i

will be recognized. However, the 163 who have been deported from mttel ‘
are under the Jurisdiotion of the Gestapo. :1 7

A similar fate has struck the other people regerding whom the Swiss m- 7
bassy had received instructions, unfortunately, too 1ate.' 28 have remain- L
ed in Vittel because of illmess and are still theré. Acoordlng to their -
informst ion the others were deported to Oswiecim, |

Perhaps there exists a ohanoe for rescus, if the United 5tates, ‘in neg-'

prisals or to withhold any further information regerding Germsn prisone







“should be enabled to do so by placing the - neceseary funds at their d:ls-

- New York, 7, New York

“WORANDUM TO. THE ‘HONORABLE. JOHN
. EXROUTIVE DIREOTORS. WAR R

Honorable Sirs

_The recent confidential report from the War», {

{-"Auguet 26, dotaus the safs. errival 1n #aale of eome 530 persona -and

" the expected errival of 200 more, all part of & group of 1695 dieting—

uished persons :lncluding eeveral renowned persons. : ) ,
This group was deported from Hun@ry to the Camp at. Bereen-Belaen,

notorious as a camp from whence the next stop was the death chamber 1n

" Poland,

Their rescus. proves the point and’ clearly outlines that by Judio-

1ous use of funds rlaced at the disposal of our conmittees the unfor. -

‘bunetes can be saved.

We therefore, respestfully, call the attention of the Honorable :

Seoretary to the continusd deportatiohs from Hungary amd to the urgent R

need for effeotive action to save the remaining 300,000 1n Hungary, tho 7y

“in the labor ocamps of Poland and Lithuenia- in the oonoentration oemp of

/
Thiersenstat, Birkenau and others, and tho s deported to Eest Prueeia, o “

these groups being the remnant. of Jewry in Xurope. L) reepeotmlly ogg-
goest that s large sum of money be placed at the joint disposal of our . :
Cormittee in Switzerland and the representative of the war: hefugee'— Board*_, '

to_ be used sp‘ecifioally for the resoue of this rexment.

It is kpown that in the bla,ekmail imposed by the Germans for the re-v . -
lase of Jews, they have requested 1n exehange certain merohandise. While: :
we are agreed that there can be no barter where the merchandise demanded
can be used for war pu.rposes, gld or other merohandise not ell:led to the
war effort can be offered,

Our Committes in Switzerland in close oontact with every phaee of

the rescue work is espeocially adapted to oarry on snch negotiatmns end

posal,

 Very respenteully youre,

132 Nassem Street: .




132 NASSAU STREET
© (rROOM 619)

< -NEW YORK'7/ N; Y. ~

- .PHONE Rﬁcfon 2:4238 5

',"Auguét'zs,,1944l;

Hon. Iohn ¥. Pehle, kxec. Dlr.
War Hefugee Raord
- Preasury Building

Washingtoh, D. G

Fonorable Sir:

We are indeed grateful for you letter of: Auv st o
26th in which you.detail the reyport of Mr. McClélland in
Switzerland jin re the arrival in Switzerland of a group
of 320 Hungglan Jews, and the expected arrival of- 200
more,

It is evident that these are part of the 1200 (1ater o
known to be 1695) who\were made the especial cgueern of
our Cémmittee in owi tzerland headed by Mri Sternbuch,
We firmly believe that; ithese were reseued through the Judlclou R
use of funds placed at the dlsposal of Mr. Sternbuoh. '

Under the cncumstaﬂges, and tak:mg 1nto consuiération o

/ "the reported continued depo rtations from-Hungsry and the vital
A ‘/ need for immediate action, we would respectfully urge you to
%LWL/ «;,.,(-,;,L:— arrange an early conference ‘with the Honorable Secretary of o
k MU C{\Q" the Treasury and yourself, “to discuss the measures to be taken.,’.

] ot N to place sufficient funds at the joint disposal of cur Committee,and
' the War Refugee ‘Board's- representative, for the immediate resoue
| of tle Jews remaining in Hungary. We are convinced that this:
%’\7_\0 i+t | rescue measure has proven successful and must be explo:Lted ime
\ &, r medlately for the rescue of those remaining. :

May we respectfully urge you to arrange stich conference -and
to advise us by telegraph or telephone. e

"Ilth sincerest apprec iati ion,

i Very resPeotfully your'

AKsx-

" To rescue, save and breserve from war de:trm’lxon the Torab values
. (Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Commaunal Leaders) ;

- To utilize the bossibilities for ¥escue of European ]ewry where tbe
) Vaad H,a batzal a program is e:j)emally needed




i
P

.Treasury Building

. the War Refugee Board in Tangiers work together wikh Mrs, -

(EMERGENG’Y .COMMITTEE;) :

- 132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM:818) " :

NEW YORK 7, N. V.,

PHONE RECTOR z 423!

" pugust 18, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle, Exec. Dir.
war Refugee Board

Washington, D. Q.
Honorable Si‘fg :

Ve are writing in reference to our disousszlon on,_ - »
Wednesday August leth and wish to respectfully state .
the followings

s
1} It is repoz}ea that 7000 Lithuanian Jéws were
evacuated from Kaunhas to the Last Prussian borderaasd -
it is feared that extermination will follow. We feel."
it is es,se’ntlal for the War Refugee Board to a= gontact -
the InteTnational Red Cross to establish contact with -
this group and provide - food and medicaments for their
sustenance. b- procure doouments Or passports ferm apy. .
country to negotiate @xchange o- that the representatives -
of the War Refugee Board in Europs, particularly ‘in Swéden,
shall attempt to establlsh contact with this group.

2) Beside, the general problem of the rescue of chlldren,;»

' ‘there is the specific one of the group o§/500 children

which our committee, headed by Rénee Reichman in Tangiers, -
has been working upon. A copy of her cable is with Mr, s
Laurence Lesser, ' : e

We ask the War Refugee Board to. faoilitate the technicalr
details of realizing the project of ‘brmgmg this' group 0f.
500 children to Spain which has promised visas. It will- ‘be
necessary to contact the International Red Cross to organ e
and carz:y out this progect, and that the representatives 0

R. Reichman in affecting the rescue of: thirs groups - .

“ . To rescue, save and preserve from war destmctwn the Torab 7 lues
(Y esbwotb Rabbis, Srholars and Commitial Leadeis) g

To utilize the possibilities for Tesciie of Europezm Jewry- wber 5 5
Vaad Hahatzala. programis: especially needed.
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vﬂao Hauﬂ‘rzéim

(EMERGENC'Y COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STREET
- (ROOM 818)

-NEW YORK 7, N.' VY.

PHONE RECTOR 2.4238

-2 -

Ve are deeply appreoi"ative of your fine efforts énd
truly trust that our proposal will be carried through.-

Very respectfully yours, ST RS
| VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY *COMMITTEE =
NI e

AK:T ’ . _ Rabbi Abralem Kalmanowitz

TR

To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torab ﬂalue: N
(Y es/m/atb Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) Lo

To utilize the bossibilities for rescue of Euro[)ean Jewry where tbe e
Vaad Habatzala progmm is especially meeded. ™ .. .




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

) INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
. DATE ‘Bugust 16}119445 o

10 Miss Hodel

fROM Mr. Akzin - ) - : : R

Rabbi Kélmé;owitz of the Vé;alﬂa:ftzala requests that letters and. -~ IR
copies of cables addressed to his organization be sent on to Vaed T T
Hahatzala, without mentioning his neme in connection therewith. The
reason for this request is to avoid crehting the impression that the -
letters and cable copies are sent to him personelly.




GABLE O AMERIGAN BMDAGSY, MOSCOW, US.5.R.. -

The War néfugge Hogrd requests thet you deliver the qulqﬁing:méaaage S

o Samuel Chobrutaky, Spusvslinistchevsiy, 8, loncow;

hussian end Lithuenden territories we together witl- Averiean
Jewry deeply conceyned in welfare and wheyeabonls Jows in -
_Areed territories. Ve would be thankful to rageive bhe nesesssry
detailed reports irom you concorning those Jewa ard alge” inforne-
bion about Rubbis snd Yeshiva scholars. If poagible we would - - -
-+ Tequest you o visit these territories to discover for us the
nuses of. thoee ressining alive and their addresses. Ye are resdy

Yo advance all cogts. Plewse glve up all information about theas
Jeus yuu now have, : . . -

UOTE In conjunction with joyous news of freaingiﬁﬁitﬁ_' o

VD NAHATEALA EAVRGLNCY COMMITILE UNGUOTE

rj,

e

5320 pem. ; T . -
August 3, 1944 . : - -

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahanson, Cohn; Vlr)uBois,'rFrri;dma.n: Hodel,
PARRY e

/qlz;ug}%{h‘( I;;gser, Mann, Memnon, McCormacl;, Cable Control Files

- BAkzin:ar 7/31/44' ‘ S .?‘,;f
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\’ﬂ ﬂ DH ﬂ HﬂTZﬂELﬂ
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
132 NASSAU STREET

- . : . (ROCM_ B819)
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

' PHONE RECTOR. 2-4288 .~ . .-l -

July 24, 1944
ivar Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. Ce

_ATD:  Miss F. Hodell . B

,Dear ‘Miss Hodell,

We enclose 8 copy of a cable to Samuel chobrutsky
in the USSR which we would respectfully ask you to have the -
Board dispatch as reyuesteds

francs are avallable for transfer to our Committee under
the liocense granted to us by the Treasury Department to-send.

We awalt most anxiously your word that the Swiss \
$100 000 to the Committee. ; '/
!
i
\

With deepest appreoiaticn,

Yery truly yours, -

VAADé!H.AI{ATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITIEE

i -Jacob-Karlinsky —
Executive S oretary )

“To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values', .
: - (Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders )

To.utilize the possibilitics for rescue of ‘European ]ewry 'where tbe: T
-Vaad Habatzala program is.especially needed. -

w/

Lo E




£~———= VddD HAHATZALA
- (EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

(ROOM atp) .
NEW YORK 7. N. Y.

PHONE REcTOR 3-4255
July 24, 1944

MESSAGE T0 SAMUEL CHOBRUTSKY =~ -
SPASOGLINISTCHEVSKY 8 M SCOW
THROUGH AMERICAN EMBASSY

. NDSOOW U.S.S.R. :

IN CONJUNCTION WITH JOYOUS NEWS OF FREEING WHITE RUSSIAN
AND LITHUANIAN TERRITORIES WE T0GETHER WITH -AMERICAN. T
JEWRY DEEPLY CONCERNED IN WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS JEWS: ..

- IN FREED TERRITORIES STOP WE WOULD BE THANKFUL 0 RECEIVE .

' THE NECESSARY DETAILED REFORTS FROM YOU CONCERNING THESE -

- JEWS AND ALSD INFORMATION ABOUT RABBIS AND YESHIVA SOCHOLARS
STOP IF POSSIBLE WE WOULD REQUEST YOU 10 VISIT THESE R
TERRITORIES T0 DISCOVER FOR ‘US THE NAMES OF THOSE REMAINING
ALIVE AND THEIR ADDRESSES STOP-WE ARE READY .10 ADVANCE ALL .
Q0 STS, PLEASE GIVE US.-ALL INFORMATION ABOUT THESE JEWS YOU -
WV HAVE - N : ' ' .

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTER

ISRAEL ROSENBERG . T
EL SILVER ~ 7 :

ARON KOTIER .

ABRAHAM KALMANOWITZ

RUVEN GROSOWSKI:

JACOB RO SENHEIM

LEDON- GELMAN .

IRVING BUNIM

- To rescue, save and preserve from war destruction the Torah values : o

(Yeshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders) . P

.. To utilize the possibilities Jor rescue:of European Jewry where-the . e
Vaad Habhatzala brogram is especinlly needed. .. - - Lo
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The Under Seoretary
' July 14, 1944,

E?Waﬁ/en 1

Subjeot: Attached Memorands left
with me by Rebbl Baruch Koiff

I enolose herewith two memoranda left
with me on July 12 by Rabbi Baruch Korff,
together with a ;opy of my reply. '
» I shall appreciate it if you wiil
take théée documents up with Mr., Pehle

and ask him to give them his attention.




CoPY

July 14, 1944

Dear Rabbi Korffs

Thie 1e to acknowledge receipt of your two S -
memorands dated July 12 which you left with me :
yesterday, One deals with the welfare of Jews in
former Poland, Lithuanls, Latvia, and Egtonia,

The other 1s concerned with the condition of Jews
in Hungary and requests that the President, Prime

Minister jChurchill, and Marshal Stalin issue g s
Joint warning to the Hungarlian Government and : {
people and to other enemy countries regarding = d

contlinued persecution of the Jewiegh populace,
and that this Government negotliate for the o
release of Jews from Hungary, C ' "

As I indloated to you, I am passing these
documents along to the War Refugee Board where
I am sure they will receive every consideration,
With best wlshes; ‘

Sincerely yours,

3

E., R, STETTINIUS, JR.

e ~

Rabbil Baruch Korff,

Essex House,

New York; New York,




July 12, 1944 °

)

" MEMORAXNDUM

Honorable Edward R, Stetinius
Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Sirs

In view of the faot that the Soviet Government has within
the last few weeks liberated many areas of former Poland, Lithuaenia,
Latvia, Astonia, etc., and in view of the fact that American Jewry is
ooncerned over the plight and welfare of the Jewish people in these

areas, wo feel it essential for the Jewish populaoce of the United States
to have the following informations

as Reports of Jews who are still alive and their present whereabouts

in the liberated areas.
be The possibility of bringing relief and aid to the ‘Jewish people f
in thes§ strioken areas ﬁeoause their very lives are deﬁeﬁdent upon it, f
We therefore respaobfully request the following:
a. That the government of the United States intervene with the Soix/;v
Government o make it possible to receive reports of the Jewish;people
in the liber;;ed areas and the ?dssibi}ity %0 establish contact through

oablo as to those who are still alive and their- present whersabouts.

b We will subtmit several oentral 6ffioes in New York and Washington

3

for the sole purpose of receiving the above reports. . 7 !
0. That arrangements be made for yhs—épntral_Soviet Presé‘to acoept

and print reports as o those who arezstill alive and their whereabouts.
de  That correspondents of the American sreas be. permitted to ocable

repofts as to those still ali;e, in partioular outstanding spiritualr '

leaders. 7 e

We respectfully submit therabove requests and earnestly hope-

that “they will be fulfilled, and may we express our deep gratitude to.

the government of the United States for its humanitarian efforts in behalf
of the Jewish people.

. L Resgpectfully suﬁmitted .
v AvﬁfD HAHATZALA
A Rabbi Aron ‘Kotler ' RS
RABBI ISRAEL ROSENBERG ) Chalrman RABBI BARUCH KORFF B

MICHAEL q. TRESS




Honorable Edward R. Stettinius,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.

In view of the fact that reports are constantly received
that the Hungarian Government and other eneny ocountries do not Hake )
seriously and question the earnestness of the warnings of the Allied
officials that all those who aid in the persecution and murder ‘of
the Jewish populace will be meted out their full share of punigh=
ment, we fesl that the following is absolutely essential;

hat President Roo!érelt Prime Minister Chu<ohi11 angd
Marshal Stalin issue a joint ataté‘nent to the Hungarian Government
officials, military leaders and the Hungarisn people and all other
enemy ocountries, that all who aid in the persecution, deportation
and murder of the Jewish populace will be ‘fully responsible for
their heinous orime and will be dealt with accordingly.

Wo further understand from various reports that the
Hungarian Govermment is inolined to permit 500,000 Jews to leave
Hungary via Turkey, and we respeotfully urge that the Ameriocan ] s
Government, - through its representative ‘power, negotiate to realize o
this project. It would be necessary for the Allied Nations to open [
temporary camps in Afrioa, Libya,or any -area to receive these Jews,
and in this respect we -wish to state that these destitute people
would be willing to go to the desert and the farthest isles so that e
their lives might be saveds They oould be interned in these tempo~ CoF
rary oamps until the war would be over., - . I

We wish to further state that it is vital that this
request’ be fulfilled quickly, because the position of the Jews is
oritical and 1t is only a question of time before they will be sent
to certain death., We know that this projeot oan only be carried
out over a period of time, but if the Allied Governments would begin
by taking out several thousand weekly it would save the lives of
those temporarily remaining in these areas.and in the interval we
hope for the complete surrender of the enermy. '

In the name of humanity, we respedtfully appeal %o and
Plead: with our great Demooratio Government .toiloome to the rescue of

' the remaining Jewish populace and save it while there is yet time,

Respectfully. submitted,

Vaad Hahatzala, Emergenoy Committee,

Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the
United States and Canada,

Agudas Israel of Amerioca, !

Rabbinical Counocll of Amerioa,

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega~-
tions of Amerioa, L

Young Israel of Amerioa,

Emergency Gommittee to Save the
Jewish People of Europe.

Presented by,

Rabﬁi Aaron Kotler,
Rabbi Baruoh Korff,

. - . . Michael G, Tress.
July 12, 1944,
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% \?FIGID’ HA Ha'rz'élim__”"

(EMERGENOY COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STR_EET
(ROOM B818)
‘NEW YORK 7, N, Y.~

PHONE RECTOR 2.4235

 July 5, 194

War Refugee Board ' . ) »
Treasury Building : : -
Washington, D, C.

Atts Miss ¥, Hodell
Dear Miss Hodeil,

In reference to our telephone conversation,
may we advise you that the license for the 451500.00
mont ioned in our cable to Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe in.

. Stockholm was issued to the lLeague' for Religious Labor )
under License Number N.Y,625833R.. The actual re- N O L
mittance was made by them. - . L

You may make the.necessary ohanges in our cable,

should you find it. necessary. .

" With our deepest appreciation,

<,

Very resPectfully yours,

PJS:r

To rescue, save and prescrve from war destruction the Torah values
© (Y eshivoth, Rabbis, Scholars and Communal Leaders)

. To utilize the possibilities for rescue of European ]eizfry where the
Vaad 'H abatzala program is especially needed.
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% \mﬂv HA HﬂTZﬂLﬂ

(Eme:gency Committee for Refugee Scholars, }
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Communal. Leaders)

132 NASSAU STREET.
{ROOM-B819)

NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2.4235

June 30, 1944

War Refugee Bm rd
Tressury Building
- Washington, D. C.

© Atts Dr. Axain
Dear Dr, Axzin,

‘We enclose several inassages which we would
respectfully request the Board to dispatech at the : - ST
earliest possible moment. * S

May we again exXpross O'ur sincerest appmciation ”
for the courtesies extended "by the officers of the
Board, X

With deepest appreciat:lovﬁ,
A Very respsctfully yours, A
VAAD HARATZALA® EMBRGENCY CX)maITTVEEV
— - : Ve ‘
g "éf"’a’ 20 Ly

PSsr Rabbi Abyaham Keluanowitz







RABBI BARUGCH KORFF"

ONE HUNDRED SIXTY - = -* T
‘CENTRAL PARK 80UTH
NEW YORK

Jane 23, 1944

Vaaﬁ/ﬁahatzala Imergensy Comnittec
132 Nasesu Ytreet
New York 7, N, Y.

G=ntlemen: 7 7 g
1% 18 with deep regret and porrow that I am, due

&5 a turn of events, eompeled o0 aubmit oy reslg-
netion s8 your poiltical edviser, s

Tre circumetances wnich prompted my deeision gre : T B
arparvent. Recent developments lesd me to Lelleve . ) . o
that I cannot be of further service to you-due to . B o
difference of oninion -with existing goveprnment

acencles who's motives are beyond reprosach,

Unless T can be productive in the fleld of resoue. ,
I have no moral right to  renresent your interests T
in YVeshington,

- ~
-y

 Regneotfully wours,

- Bebe Ay




MEMORANDUM

—_EmELR R s

It is understood that the Turkish government, acting pursuant to.. - ..
the best humanitarian traditions, permits sea-borne refugees arriving -
in Turkish waters to remain in Turkey while transit facilities are.
procured. tv tace them to appropriate havens. This generosity we -
further understand is not part of any overall program of the Turkish
government, ‘but is extended as required ‘upon specific suggestlons
or requests made in each case by representatives of interested
zovernments or private organizations addressed to the Turkish Foreign
Office. It has been suggested that a similar procedure can be
employed in conneéction with refugees arriving by land from Bulgaria, -
ana that for that reason it is not necessary for the Turkish govern-. "
ment to consider other means of alleviating their plight, The o
fallacy of this position seems clear.

Refugees who wish to depart by sea from Greece, Rumania or slse-
shere ars not in danger of having their departure from such countries
effectively stopped by Turkish border guards. They can reach the i
* high seas without any fear of interference from that quarter, and
when they arrive in or near Turkish waters, they may safely await,
aboard ship, the outcome of the representations made to the Turkish
Foreign Office on their behalf.

Refugees by land, however, canngt erogs the Turkish-Bulgarign
frontler, 1f they have no entry permlts, unless the Turkish border
guards have received instructions not. to interfere with their egress -
from Bulgaria. Obviously refugees seeking egress at the Turkish-
Bulgarian border cannot safely await on the Bulgarian side of the
frontier the outcome of any specific representations or suggestions
that may be made on their behalf at Ankara. For this reason, it is
essential that Turkish border guards at the Bulgarian frontler be
instructea not to interferes with the entry of refugees. Other
neutral countries contiguous to enemy teérritory have taken this most
humanitarian course, although it is not uncommon for them to
place such refugees under technical arrest for unlawful entry. The
latter affords ample opportunity for security checks and a
determination as to the authenticity of the entrant's claim %o ’ =
being a refugee. If Turkish border guards were instructed not to
interfere with refugees until they have crossed the border even. though
they were to be arrested thereafter, it would seedm. that many. aadz— .
tional lives would be saved. .

For the foregoing reasons, and in the interests of a suffering
hupanity, the undersigned most respectfully requests that Your
Excellency suggest to the government of Turkey that its border . )

Lo e




I N

guards at the Bulgarian frontier be instructed not to interfere with
the egress from Bulgaria of refugees, even though they be without
entry permits, and although they may be subject to arrest for
unlawful entry the moment they step on Turklsh soil. The urgency

of this matter is self-evident. :

Political Adviser of

Dr. Baruch Korff, 160 Central Park South, N.Y.C.
The VAAD HAHATZALA Fumergency Committee

Affiliated organizations:

Union of Orthodox Rabbls of America and Canada
Rabbinical Council of Amsrica -
Hizrachl Organizetion of America

Horld Agudas Israel )

Union of Orthodox Congregations of Ameriecs
National Council of Young Israel B
Agudas Israel Young Council
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Dear uirss

Thenk you for your letier of June 2y 1944, in which you agh
tie B?avd to state its position with respect to the part played
by private agencies in the relidl and repcue of the vicbime of
enamy sersecution, - R

T oo

Private crganizations, such as yours, are making & sifnificant

- contribution to such work. As you know, iy is not the intenbion
of the Board tz supplant sucly agenocies, n the contrary, I asdure
You that it is the Board's policy to aid and faeilitato Sheir work
in every sossible way, ) N ’

Very truly yours, o T

(@gasd) M T o

H
'

. J. . Fehle
“ixecutive UDirector

<,

Yaac Hahatzala fmergency Committee
132 sassau vtreet
New York 7, N. Y.

AR

AR:JWP:LSLials 6/3/44
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Dear virs:

. ~ Thank you for your letter of June 2y 1944, in which you ask
. ' the B?ard to astate its position with respect to the part played
j by crivete agencies in the relidl and rescue of the victims of b
F enany oHersecution, ' '

Private crganizations, such as yours, are maklng & sifpificent
contribution to such work. As.you know, it s not the intention
of the Board to supplant sucly ageneies, Un the centrary, I assure
You that it is the Beard's poliey to aid aud fneildtate 3heir work
in every sossible way. ’ . ’

. Very truly yours, Lo T
: penl® &

w‘y ’ ~
Ld. A.) Pehle
ixecutive Director

¢.

Yaac Hahatzala Smergency Committee
132 smesau Ltreet
dew York 7, N. Y.

Xse
ALtIWP:LEL:als 6/3/44
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% vﬂﬂb HAHATZALA

(Emetgenc;v Commiittee for Refugee Sclzolars,
Yes/uvotl:, ‘Rabbis and Gommunal Leaders)

‘132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM 819) -

NEW YORK 7, N. v. .

PHONE RECTOR 2.4235

June 2, 1944

Hon. John W, Pehle, Executive Dirsctor
War Refugee Board .
: Ireasury Building
| - Waabington, D, 0.

Atts Mro L. Lesser
Dear MNr. Lesser,
7 We enclose the copies of calbes from our Oommittee

in Turkey.  We are sure it will aid you to clearly under.. T
stand the views held by our commli;tee. T

We have also sent you to@ey our let .’to Mr. Pehle,
8s you requested from Rabbi Metz ang d-ask you to

prlease urge Mr. Pohle to forward usthis letter at the
earliest convenience.

With deepest apprecistion,

Yory respeotfuliy yours,

VAAD HAHATZALA EIEERGENCY COMMITTER

‘Rabbl Abrehem Xalmanowitz



ROSEINHEIM 226 WHST 9'7 87 EEWYORK cI‘l‘Y

" REGARDING oHIPPLAOES FOR AGUDISTS IN ROUMANIA JEWISHAGEN [
' REPRLSENTATIVES pnouxsnn ORDER TO GIVE SIXPLRCENT FOR A”unxsm
STOP AS TILLNOW SHIPS NOT TRANSPORTED AGUDISTS WH cLAzn =

ADDITIONAL NUMBER STOP THIS CLAIM JEWREPRESENTATIVES REFUSED
STOP UNDERLINE TILLNOW EVEN MENTIONED ORDER UNOB.::ERVI»D BY
n.XECUTIVEORGANES ST0P ALTHOUGH J'EWREPRESENTATIVES PROMIS]& .
aE’l‘TLEMENT BUT THIS UNSURRE PLEASE URGE Just. SET‘H;EMENT WIRE "

RN
KASTNGR GRIFFEL










POy ¥r, 3erle ¥ : £

FROM: J. H. Pehle - , b

Propoged visit to-¥exico, Guatemala, Il -Salvador #d
- }'Honu}u‘p.’s by Rabbi Bernaryd Bergwan, - A

The board tnderstands that Rabbi Bern{rd Bergman of the
Vaad fahatsala fmergency Committee, 132 Hassau Gtreet, Hew
York, New York, Ls about toapply for a passpord to permit
hlg travel to Mexico, Guatesmals, Bl Sslvaddir and Honduras.
The ~urpose of Rehbi Bergman!s trip is ¢ expedite the,

& -

bubiness of nls coamitiee in-those countries. - Rixsckesbtocoese. e

s

© Mmxuexxrrax e xbexRuaoex - Iniview of the urgency of hig
beslnese, HRX K IO REKX FRAVRZ XRRXRKIG® any assistance
y2u may be able to give toward the expeditious izsvanes of
& dasepert and as:orspriate visad Lo fabbi Bergman.would be
appreciated. ' T

- ‘ | - éi&!ﬁ&iﬂ) Je W B

MStandish:LSLesserials 6/1/44




w3

/o onabYsnan Ty

| E=m———{vaaD HAHATZALA =

( Enkrgeucy Conimittee for Refugee Scholars;
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Commtma[ Leaders)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM 819)

NEW YORK -7, N. Y,

PHONE RECTOR 2.4235

June 2, 1944

Hon. John W. Pehle, Executive Dixéctor
War Refugee Board:
Treasury Building
Washington, D, C, ,
: Att; Mr. L, S, Lesser
Dear Mr, Pehles - e .

Since the inception and organization of your Board,
our organization has had the pleasure of placing itself
and its psrsomnel at ths service of the War Refuges
Board in its resoue program. The contact has been most
cordisl, and the courtesy, understanding and complete
cooperation -of your staff manifest on every oscasion.

. 1)
The Vaad Hahatzala Epergency Gommittee, indorporating
all Jewish Orthodox organizations, accept as 1ts philosophy.
of aotlon the premise that rescue-yovk such as is necessary to
save the unfortunates in Burope, must be characterized with a
complete devotion, boundless energy -amd superhuman effort,

The War Refugee Board, we are indeed happy to sy,
has recognized this premise and has also alded our efforts
on- behalf of the many great mcholars and Rabbis who have

been the concern of our Committee.

In representing our program to the Jewish puﬁlic\
however, we have been surprised to find that an 6piniph’
exists that private organizations are not necessary, since

the War Refugee Board, as a governmental agency, oan completely .

cover every phase of the problems. While we knov that this is

not s0, we would appreciate your assurances that private organizations -
such as ours play and can continue to play, an important part in . C-

the relief and rescue of the victims of enemy persecution. -

Yery respectfa 11y yours,

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE

- Rabbi 4bra Kalmanowi ,

-




TO

FROM

pc
-.EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PREQS: Co
‘W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION I )
oate May 26, 1944 -
Mr. Lesser

Mr, Akzin

Rabbi Kalmanowitz called from New York on
May 26 at 5:15., He asked me to give you the following
information: : ‘ .

(1) Dr. Levine has received a letter from the
Dominican Embassy dated May 18 in which the Embassy informs
him that the Dominican Republic is ready to grant 2,000
passports provided necessary .communications arersent,to
the Embassy by the Department and the War Refugee Board, -
Dr. Kalmanowitz implores that you see-to it that the necessary
letters be sent right away..

comwuua.,(

(2) The Vaad Hahatzala received a commensurat® .
cable from Griffel, Istanbul, informing it that he had a
meeting with Barlas ‘about. his earlier request for-$200,000,
for a Vaad Hahatzala rescue pngram in Turkey. Accordingto”
the cable, Barlas notified Griffel that, after hearing
Griffel's arguments, he, Barlas, has w1thdrawn his ob-
Jections against Griffel's request and has cabled to
Dr, Goldmann to that effect.--(This, of course, does not
coincide with the Barlas cable to Goldmann of which you

told me earlier today.)
/g,ﬁ,
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May 26, 1944
 Mr. Lesser

Mr, Akzin

Rabbi Kalmanowitz called from New York on

May 26 at 5315, He asked me to give you the following
information: : :

(1) Dr. Levine has received a letter from the
Dominican Embassy dated May 18 in which the Embassy informs
him that the Dominican Republic is ready to grant 2,000
passports provided necessary communications are sent to
the Embassy by the Department and tne War Refugee 3oard, -

Dr. Kalmanowitz implores that you see to it that the necessary-
letters be sent right avay.

: » commenssal
(2) The Vaad Hahatzala received a ¢ =
cable from Griffel, Istanbul, informing it that he had a
meeting with Barlas about his earlier request for $200,000.
for a Vaad Hahatzala rescue program in Turkey. According to
the cable, Barlas notified Griffel that, after hearing
Griffel's arguments, he, Barlas, has withdrawn his ob~
Jections against Griffel's request and has cabled to
Dr. Goldmann to that effect.~~(This, of course, doss not

coincide with the Sarlas cable to Goldmann of which you
told me earlier today.)

«

(}é(\ (,7 ¢ II:} é ,

R




' L(/&M//zﬂx

153n1 Tyl

%vﬂab HA Hm'zéll,ﬂ'

e Emergency Cammtttee for Refugee Scholars,
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM -819)

NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2.4235

Mey 19, 1946 |

War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D. C-

Att: Mr. L, Lesser

Dear Sir:

/

In the llst of twelve greatest Rabbis and
religious leaders submitted to the Board on
Kay- 5th, an error appears in. the heading marked
(L). InsteaQ/oi‘daughter Ittamar, it should -
reau son Ittamar, . :

e are sure you w111 make the necessary
correction.

<

With expressions of deepest appreciation,

Very 51ncerely yours,r -

VAAD HAHATZALA ELE RGE’NCY COMI’ITTEE

Rabbl'/ﬂ-gbzg.m Kalmanowit z 5




(Emergency Committee for Refugee Scholars,
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM 819)

NEW YORK 7. N. Y.

" PHONE RECTOR 2-4235
May 10, 1944 .

Honorable John W. Pehle, EXecutlve Director
War Refugee Board .

Treasury Building

washington, D. C.

Att: Mr. L. Lesser

Dear Kr. Lesser,

. At a recent conference of Rabbi Kalmanowitz
with officials of the War Refugee Board, we dis-
cussed the matter of a statement/by the Honorable
John W. Pehle conceming the Vaad Hehatzala Emergency
committee. We were advised that such statement could

be issued after the President's War Relief Control .

Board would register our organization.

w,

The said Board has advised ﬁs th-at thelr Conmﬂttee
is favoraple disposed and would grant such registration.

Inasmuch as the Jew1sh/Journal, one of the leadsrs
of the Jewish press, has commenced & national campaign
£ the Vaad Hehatzala we would respectfully request
that such statement by the Honorable John h. Pehle be
given us at the earliest convenience. .

With our expressions of deepest appreciation,

Very respectfully yours,'“

VAAD HAHATZALA WMERGENCY COMMITTEE ;7




Dear Rabhi Kalmanowltz:

- Ahle will® ackivnledg o
~April st addreased to Mr. Lesser, I am glad to inform -
Jou that your messages to Starnbuch in Swit erland, to
Rabbi Mishkofaki’in Palestine, and to Wolbe in Sweden
have been forwarded by us to the Department of State for -
transmission abroad, '

Youf nessage to Chob
a&s per enclosed copy, is
to the Department

rutaky “in Yoscow, edited by us

presently belng forwarded by us
of State, - - )

"P\‘

.
el

Sincerely yeurs »

{8igned) J.W, Penls

J. W. Pehle
BExdoutive Directcr_

Rabbi Abraham Kalmanowitg

Vaad"Hshatzale Zmergeney Committes
132 Nassau Street

New York 7, New York

AT

BAkain: jp _4/2@/#4 '

. feceipb of YQUr';éﬁﬁgr of .




clearly and most emphatical ly, brought before us the tragic pio- RN

in the executioh chambers of Poland and elsewher'e._

definite aoction by the War Refugee Boér‘d resulting in actual

‘ly necessary action, Our government mst, if“s1ccess isrto be.

-national interest.
necessary funds and preferably of- Magyar and? .A,ryan extraction t

"~ Yugoslavia and through the cooperation of the - Allied military for-

:ees, These agents by taking full advantage of " the animosit

Mamont.lum to the Honorable X L6
- =" Director,. Wer Refugee Boarld - i,
. Washington, D. 0. ’

Presented by: . CETL T
© Vaad Hahatzala Emergency committee
138, Nassau st.. New York City

" The Nazi occupation of Hungary, has onee again

ture of European Jewry. Hungary, in which cloge“to one million Sl
Jews had existed, has also fallen, and th ese ‘Tews are in—imm‘inent

danger of the fate which had overtaken millions of thelr Lrethren:
e have been profoundly impressed by the earnest‘

!, .

desire  of our government to effect measures for the rescue o_f;‘ftfhe

Jewish victims of Nazi ‘barabrity. We have seer on meny’ ‘ocesasions,

rescue.,

The problem of Hurigary', hoﬁ'ever; by '- i%s’ \iery ur—
gency and specific nature, calls for exceptional aotio‘n. The re-‘; '
lief necessary, cannot be accomplished through indlviduals, or-"
ganlzationa or agencies, We ‘would respectfully” su@est the - fol- ;
lowing, perhaps drastic, but nevertheless vitally arﬂ imperative-
achieved and rescue effected, react to this problem, and’ utilize :

measures, which it would use in matters pertinent: 40 our own
a) Bvery effort should be made I'or agents well supplied with :

be sent secretly into Hungary. The ir entry could be made through




i the Hungarian, ﬁopulaoe to the Ne.z;ts and. _their friendly dispo

tion to the .Tews would arrange 1.- for the 1d1ng of .Tews among 'Ghe
- friendly populaoe An cities, vil]ages and hamlets., These agents

by & Judicious use of funds, could save the livea of thousands,

| as was done in Poland, where for sums of 5A,V000 Zlotys,(‘equivalent 1.

to $55.00), & Jew would be kept. in hiding; . for 'l‘argérxrsums Jews '

would be rescued from goncentration camps,- Th'is‘,h'as been_fgg;-.
tually reported by the Polish go.vérnment.. The agents should_‘.'.. ‘
further be instructed to utilize their funds Wherever it would‘
help in the saving ot rescue of Jews,and,if necessary,to bribé,

- that the deéired result be_secured. 2) The agents should also
endeavor the escape of the Hungarian Jews via Roumania snd Bulgari
into Turkey. The matter of a friendly disposition by Turkey to .
the entry of escaping Jews, has already been pr-esenfed by th_e 7

" State Department, and we were advised that Turkey has ex;}f‘ésse’dv
her willingness to cooperate. This problem, howéver, mayg'.be'of
such mass proportions, that & speaial present_ation should ﬁbre made
to Turkey and every assurancé glven that they w'o'uld: be take'n;"ou;b
immediately eand brought to temporary camps in NoPth Africea andlf::'
elsewhere. 3) That; these agent s be 1nstructed to help the escape
of the Hungarian Jews towards that part of Yugoslavia which is
und er Marshal Tito's control that these agents contact and urg,e
the cooperation of Ma:cshal Tito and his partisans in the rescue
of these Jews. Lest these J‘ews ‘become a turden to the- partisans,
they should be helped to ddrilatic shores from whence they could:
‘be brought to allied held territory. 4) Since the wrath of ‘the - -

Nazis would first be visited upon the Rabbis and religious leaders

of the Jews, the agents sent in should be- instiruc ted;togivéf'esf-'r '

pecial coneern to the rescue of these.-'-"f' N

b) “That the War Refugee Board present the problem of the ”
Hungarian Jews to the Hungari/an Nat ional Committee e aded by
Tibor Eck/ert, in this eountry, that the Committee bring to the

attention of their adherents in Hungary, by whatever means at its

14




" dispoaal th ‘rgent necesaity for the“r@cue of Hungarian .TSWS,

- and to urge - every Hungarian %0: hide and help in escape. of J’ews. =7

The Council should be advi séd that their aid in the rescue of - ’

. Hungarian .Tews would be given friendly oonsideration at the peace

el RSN SR 3




" disposal, th «’rgent necessity for the r@ue oi‘ Hungarian .Tema, '
" and. to .urge évery Hungsrian - to hide and help in ‘@8dape- of Jews“'

- The Council should be advised that their aild in. the rescue of _
Hungarian J'ews would be given friendly ooneideration at the peace
. negot iations. E . ]

¢) That a presentation be made to the Vatican that inetruc-
tions issue to all dignitaries calling particular-attent ion %o -
:tne plight of the Hungarian Jews and requesting fullest coopera~ -
tion in their rescue; that the population be awakened to this
rescue necessity and urge all to hide and help in the eso.ape of
Jews. A request should be made that especial vo'onsideratio‘n be

shown the Rabbis and religious leaders,

who are in greater danger,
— °

/
IT. LITHUANIA:

8) That a presentation be made to the Vatican
that instructions issue to all dignitaries calling particular

attention to the plight of the LithuanianJeWS and requesting

fullest cooperation in their rescue; that the population be #

awakened to this rescue necessity and urge all to hide and help'

in the escepe of T ews, A request should be made that especial o

consideration be shown the: Rabbis ‘and religious leaders, who are, -

“in greater danger.

b} We would suggest the possibility of an attache ‘;_ )

to Sweden, whose specific functions would be the rescue of Jews -

1

in Lithuania and other Baltiec States. 7 :

I1I1. PASSPOE{I‘S and CI’I‘IZENSHIPS:

a) We again present the matter of securing passe -
ports and citizenships of neutral countries for the maximum pos-‘

" sible number of Jews in Nazi=~occupied lands,

phasize this phase of rescue action, which hes proven 80 suecess- )

ful in saving lives.
' b) safe SALVADOR ;

N~ )
Since an investigation is now in progress by

- the Swi ss government
the documents issued by the Consul oi‘ San Salvador
.instrumental in sav:.ng many lives and we repeat our req_ue st th"

the War Refugee Board, by int ervention With San Salvador urge %

We cannot’ over-em- 1

» We agaln oall attent ion to the ‘matter of S

, whioh were" Dt




recognition @these documents, and the

that .thase documents have. been r'ecognized byrthe sen Salvador . ‘1
government . o . ’
o) HONDURAS: =~ ' o _ ,

A similar situation exists.with_ref'erence o ;

. documents issued to Jéws by Honduras representatives, May'w,e

urge a presenfation to the Republic of Honduras to give recogni-
tion to these docunments that their validity may save the ‘iives
~ of many Jevis, who sought the protectio;'x of these documeﬁts.
A Presented by: .
VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMKITTEE

0 DerBttos Pt e >y
Rabbi Abrahem ¥ lman\O);itz 7




Dear Mr. Stettiniuss

- - The War Refugee Board has beer approaeued by
the Vaad Hahatzala Emerpency Qommittee of the Urniion’of -

-Urthodox habbis, ooncerning the possible resous. of dows - -

200 leadlng Jewish Rabbis and goholare in Lithuania.

It has been auggasted by the Vaad’ Hahntzala
that this Qovernmeni intercede with the Goverament of
Swaden! to grant Swedlsh eltizenship to thoge Jews iIn.
Lithuania, in order to forestall their deportation.” We
-have been advised that this matter has been discussed
with representatives ol the Btate Department who indi-
cated general approval of the proposed aotion, While
such an approach to the Swedish Government would appeer
to involve most serious and delicate problems, the War
Refugee Board would appreciate the views. of the Depart-
ment of State concerning the matter.

.[Bigred) J, @, Pekle -

J. ®. Pehle
~Executive Director

3

Honorabie Edward R. Stettxniusk

bnder Seoret&rj of btate.

7

FH:lab 3/25/44

Very~truly yougsgu" ’f-~~:‘ '




- ’ IR )
£S5 OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS To . 9 " E |{:
‘THE SECRETARY OF STATE - .

o
WASHINGTON, D.C. . R

‘ ' 7/
DEPARTTAENT'OF'STATE~
WASHINGTON

idarch 2§, 19447

Pear John:

In ir. Stettinius! absence this will

acknowledge receipt of your letter of U

concerning the nossible rescue of some 200

leading Jewi

I am turing tais over to George W

. prompt consideration in the Denartment.

“ Sincerely yours,

‘arrem for

e AREICRDES

Filing Aut}’zority
To: Filge -
ANS, ot J2S 1L

T i im AR BILIN ]

:

No. Ang. Royg, .
iniigl

dats

arch 25

shﬁmmm%mdsdmhwsinLimwmmf

e

Hayden Raynor’,
Sveclal Assistant to
the Under Secretary

3

Wr. John V. Pehle, ¥
Executive Director,
Viar Refugee\anrd,
Vashington, D. C.

[ .
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“

Menorgiu'm 0. the Honorable John Wi -PeQa, Diry Viax. Roguges .
Board, Washington, Ds. Ce s

I- LITHUANIA
As the war front approaches the Baltic States, it ce.r'x_'viesb

with it added danger to the lives of the Jows, in’ Lithuania, 'Tl;e
proclivity of the Nazis to exterﬁinate all Jows on evacuating lost
territories, is, most regretfuily, too well-known. It is understood
that it is most improbable. that any rescue measure to save all oan be
_undei'taken. We would, therefore, urgently request that steps be taken
for the rescus of a minimum of two hundred of the leading Rabbis,
religious leaders and scholars in Lithuania. We respectiully sugges'l:,
that the State Department intercede with the Government of Sweden to
grant citizenshi;;s to these two hundred. These documents would sorve .
to immadia;:ely change their status and therewith save their lives. V
Bwoden should be further requested to give temporary refuge to these Wo
hundred great spiritﬁal leaders,r and a guarantee given that they would
be transferred at the earliest moment to places of permanent refugé;
(We vould appreciate the instructions of the State Department g's to'the
adiri:sability of submitting a r;aquest %o the Vatican’ t.hat a preséntati(m
be made by the Vaticg.n to the German govérment for the release of 200
of the Jewish spiritual leaders mow in Lithuania). 4

II- That the Vaad Hahatzale Emergenoy Committee be granted permission
to send a delegate or a gormﬁittee of two ‘tc::?’;Lisbon, VPortugall which )
would 1) endeavor to investigate and meke an..aocurate record of all
Rabbis, scholars, religious leaders and commu;'xal heads presently in
Burope with a view fo éxplore the -existent rescue possibilities and to
extend necessary relief to them. 2) To establish contact ﬁth those in -
neutral countries and if possible with those in countries li})ergted by
the armed forces of the United States and those of the Allieé i‘;ationé.
3) To accumulate the necessary data for the reconstruction of the Jevﬁsh

communal and religious life in Europe..

o
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.Thié work m;y neoessitat; extension of the delegaﬁes'aotivities
to include visits to Tuxjkey,' Palestine and Switzerland, We would, .
therefore, request the State Department fo respectfully grant diplomﬁtic
" passports to these delegates and to fdpilitété %he é;rgngements for the
journey}r

/
III - SWITZERLAND and TUREEY

-The State Department has informed us of a diplomatic.dispatoh
transmitted through the Legation in Bern from our Mr, Isaac Sternbuqhv
in Switzerland in which it is confidentially roported that rescue
possibilities from Franoce, Belgium and- Holland are greatly Limited
becauss of difficulties encountered in their entry intoVSwitzerland.
A similar situation exists in the rescue of Jews from Hungary and
Slovekia, wﬁo, though possessing certificates to Palestine, cannot
secure transit through Turkey.

We would, therefore, respectfully request that a strong in-
tervention be made to the Government of Switzerland and Turkey to
permit entry to those fleeing the Nazis and to give themvtempoéary
refuge until their evacuation, guarantee for which would be given.
IV - SHANGHAT' |

We again respectfully preent tﬁe matter‘of the Rabbinicgl
group in Shanghai. A Treasury Depaétment License has been gran£ed
and a cable disfatched vhich gives Rabbi Ch. Szﬁulewici in Sharghai
borrowing power to the extent of fifty%thousand dollars. This
measure is deeply appreciated by our Co@mittee. However, to insure
the safety of this group, it is deemed ﬂighly advisable that this
group receive monies from a #eutral country. This facet would prove
to the Japanese government, in military control of Japan, that tﬁis
group is being mainteined by interested parties in neutral éountries;
It is, therefore, respectfully requested that ﬁérmiséion Se éranted

‘and a Federal License issued to transfer the sum of $25,000;OO to

Isaac Sternbuch in St. Gallen, Switzerland and-by him transferred to

Rabbi Szmulewiez in Shanghai for distribution émong the Rabbis and

scholars,




®* - e i
Hay we‘further advise the Department of State, that many. American
relatives of these internees inAShanghai are anxious tordasignata a

monthly sum for their relatives in need. Our request is' respectfully

submitted for the State Department to arrange for the transfer of such
aid through'a neutral agency in the same manner a8 it is now made

available to the Americen c¢itizens in Shanghai.

V - SAN SALVADOR' R ' : : E
Informations have been reoeived that the consul of Sem Sal-- i

vador has been instrumental in the resocue of many Jews in occupled ‘

.countries of Europe; end that by making available San Salvetor

citizenships, many lives have been saved., However, the deerﬁment

of San Salvador may invalidate these 1ifé-saving documents. It is

requested that e.. friendly intercérssion be made to the Government of

San Salva;or to give due recognition to the documents being issued by ,ff

her consuls - and t&frequest that this procedure continue,

Presented by:

T T <3 e e e

VAA HABATZALA EMERGENCY'COMMITTER
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. March 8; 1944~

MEMORANDUM FQR THE FILES -

Rabbis Kalmanowitz’and Metz’of the Union’ of Orthodox T -
Rabbis called today and requested help from the War Refugee Board - ]
in saving about 100 Jewish Rabbis and scholars'now in imminent N
danger in Lithuania. They stated they had asked the Swedish’Min-
ister to approach his Government on the question of granting
honorary citizenship to these people in order to forestall their
deportation as-stateless individuals, The Swedish Minister agreed
to send a message along thess lines to his Government in ‘Stockholm,

The Rabbis requested that the War Refugee Board take
steps tq have a formal request made to Sweden with respect to these
people. They also request that the VWar Refugee Board work out a
program to get food to this group, and, as a third request, they /
asked us to approach the Vatican’to ask the Catholic leaders in ’
Lithuania to help the Jewish groups in danger in that country,

wotp gy S e o e

F. Hodel
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Rabbis Xalnanowhts and Yets of the Union of Orthiodox
Rabbis called today and requasted help £rom the war fiofuges Board
in saving about 100 Jewish $abbis and scholars new 45 teningnt
danger in ILithuenie. They. stated they had asked the Swedish Mhns
ister to approach Me Qovernment on the question of granting
honorery oitdzenehip to these people in order tu foraptall thoir )
deportation as steteless individusle, The Swadish ulnieter agreed
to send & nussage slong those lines to his Governsent iy 8toeckholn,

The Rabbig raquosted that the wap Refugee Board take
bave a formul request made to Swadon with vespect to these
o Thoy also raquogt that the ¥ar Refugae Boavd work out 8
progran Lo got foud Yo this group, and, as & thiwg roaquest, they
asked us to approach the Vatican to ask the Catholio leaders in
T Lithuania to holp the Jewsah Eroupa in danger in bhai ‘countxy,

FHelab 3/11/44
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(Emergency Commxttee for Refugee Scholars,‘

Yeslnvoth, Rabbis and Commtmal Leaders)_»

132 NASSAU STREET -
(ROOM 819)
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235

March 17, 1944

War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D. C.

Att: Myss F. Hodell - -

‘Dear Miss Hodell,

-

May I express uy. sincere thanks for your

courtesies during our conference on Wednesday. -

We enclose our application for the license
to Tangiers and also o
and to Rabbi Wilhelm Wolbe in Stockholm, Sweden.:
We are’'certain that you will give these matters
"your earnest and 1mmediatg attention.

May we ask you also to give your early
attention to the mabter of the license for the i
$100,000 foP which we made, application. It- -should -
be made in the name of Vadd Hahatzala Emergency
Committee, 132 Nasssu St. :

. Will you please advise us 1if we can send a-
message to Rabbl Wilhelm Wolbe in the same text
as the cable which you permitted us to send to
Isaac Sternbuch about the $50,000 to Shanghai?

The matter of Sah Salvador 18 so vitdl that

-we allow ourselves to again broach the sub ject to
inquire if the San Salvador government has already
informed the Swiss government that it recoguizes.
the documents issued.. May we ask whethar ,it i” g

; messages to Mr, Sternbuch: O

: @ .
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\mao HA ua'rzéll.ﬂ?

_(Emergency C'ommxttee for Refugee Sclxolars, §
Yeslnvoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders)
132 NASSAU STREET

(ROOM 819)
NEW YORK 7.'N. v. -

PHONE REcTOR 2-4285

s

poésible‘for our government to advise the Swiss
government that assurances have been received from o S
the San Salvador government - in this respect. . R

May I again assure you that It is with every Lo
feeling of thankfulness and deep appreciation A
that we receive every offer of cooperation given . }
by youe.

Very sinc erely yours,

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE'

L L ) - e
AK:r .- % Rabbi Abra am_ Kalmnowitz




