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THE HEZWEW UNIVERSITY
Jetusalem 23.X1.44

"Hr. Paul 3aerwald

Chairman, Joint Distribution Committee:
- : 270 Madison Avenue

New York, N.V.

Dear Mr. Baerwald

I anm sendlng you herewith through the courtesy of Mir. Pinkerton .
a report by Mrs. Gertrud Van Tijn concenning the Jews of Helland during
the past few years. . ,

You will recall that Mrs. Van Tijn was one of the 284 inmates of
Bergenbelsen and other samps in Germany who were exchanged for a number
of German internees in Allied countries.

The report makes tevrlble reading. This is a somewhat abridged
version, Mrs. Van TlJn having eliminated a few of her judgements on some
of the leaders of the Jewish community, thinking that verhaps they might’
not be altogether objective. If an opvortunity comes I shall try to send
you the full report, as she requests.

As you are doubtless aware Mrs. Van Tijn is to enter the services ¢f
the Dutch Government in connection with problems of rehabilitation, and she
is about to leave Palestine for London. 'She is expecting to go to-America
to visit her daughter before entering unon her duties with the Dutch ~
Government., “She will, so I think, ask pﬂrmlssion of the Dutch Government

to give smecial attention to Jewish rexugees arnd thelr-problems. I have
not the slightest doubt thet she would be verv glad to heln the JDC in
every possible way. -

-With bést regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

J.L. Hagnes.-

f’PS:i I need hardly add that the Report is strictlv confidential. and not
for publication. - ' :

JIM/1

enc.
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ZINTRODUCTION

When I promised Dr. Schwartz, the European Director of the .
imerican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, to wr;te a report for
then on the haprenings in Holland, we agreed that this would be a. .
tremendous job. I suggested starting on it after.a thorough rest,
and after I would have got a certain mental 'distance' to all I per--
sonally went through; would have acquired, as it were, to some de-

“gree a 'sur la branche! attitude, I thought I might start some time
in October and that the job would take me about three months,

As it happened, there is some work for me to do, and I fervently
hope that in three months' time I shall be back once more in Jewish
camps, trying to help in the work of repatriation, But I had promised
to write the report, and therefore did it now - still in the throes of
.remembrance - and in less than three weeks. . . E

Dutch Jewry has practically been liquidated and theréfore this _{
report covering only 4 years out of the proud history extending over !’ ;
300 years is a heartbreaking document, The day has not come when judg- T
nent can be passed on the manner in which this liguidation took place, )
s was the case vith the Dutch higher civil servants who remained at L E
their posts under German occupation, so it was - to an intensified ) ) =
degree - with the Jews who directedthe Jewish policy under the command
and the constant threats of the S.S, There was for them an eternal
conflict: for worse than anything else the Germans did was perhaps
the fact that they forced Jews to send away Jevs - and how many' human
beings, having not only themselves but also their children and their
children's children %o think 6f, can finé the strength to sacrifice
their own.life and the lives of those dearest to them in order to save
their souls? Let those who have not lived under such terrible stress .
beware before they lightly judée those whose hands were forced to act
against their own people and therefore - I am afraid when, the real
reckoning comes - against themselves. B

I have in this report eﬁdea€$ured'to avoid passing judgment dbut
I could and would not avoid recounting plain facts. And sometimes
these happenings are in themselves,an indictment against those who rée-.
presented Dutch Jewry in those terfible years, But I could not -
should this report have any value at all - tamper with the truth,
It may be that the truth will bear another face when -~ after the

war - more documents are avallable and more people will be able to
state their case, )

) If in this story I personally play too heoic a part, that, too, -
cannot be helped; it is simply true' that for a few of us the daily ILife -
was a kind of mental flag-waving which, when- it had to be given 'physieal . .
expression, resulted in some simple deeds which perhaps now, on paper,. - - -
sound heroic. The decisions I was called upon -to take day after -day, -
whether .t0 go ‘'under' or remain in the services of an organization -
with whose policy I did not agree, was in itself a drama - and the re- =
solve to stay perhaps a deed of heroism, perhaps an error in judgment. - -
Maybe some day I shall know. ) : : IR
I write all this not because of a desire on my part to be auto--
biographic, but as an excise and an explanation, The Report which I -
am suimitting here is a draft; it is not the finished and polisghed -
Piece of work I should have wished it t0 be, It.is against all my-
principles to submit such a "raw" document, but under the circumstanc
it eannot be helped. . o ’ IR PRI




No publiéity must be given to this Reports it is for the few
only, and I exoressly request that neither the whole nor a nart of
it shall be used without my orevious consent.

I want to express my sincere thanks to those who have helped
me accomplish this task in so short a time; to Mrs. Mendes da Costn
who checked up on fiy notes; to Mrs. Van Vriesland who translated the
"Calendar of Events® into English; to Miss Jerusalem who has been most
helpful; but most of all to Miss Gertrude Carnovsky without whose
efficient, devoted and unstinting cooperation I would never have been
able to finish this Job. .

Gertrude van T4jn. ' I

Naharia, Palestine
October 2nd, 1944,
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GENERAL REPORT.

On the 10th of May the German Armv crossed the Dutch frontier.
Many German Jewish refugees*) had already left Holland when the trend
of events made it more and more clear that Europe was certain to-be
involved in a second World War, but about 26,000 non-Dutch Jews were
still, at that time, residing in Holland. On the 1llth of May, 1840
the German refugees received an order from the Dutch alien police
authorities to remain in their houses. On the 1l4th of May. - a Tuesday -
Pfofessor Cohen (as the recognized head of the Jewish Community and not
in his capacity of president of the Jewish Refugee Committee (Vluchte-
lingine~Comite) was notified that a boat would be avallable in Ymuiden
t6 bring those Jews who wished to leave Holland to England. At about
9:30 in the morning Prof. Gohen gave me this news over the telephone (one
of the few telephones still connected). I had a meeting with the heads
of departments of the Refugee Committee and some of the employees of the
Refugee Committee decided to leave. Most of them were ready to remain

" at their posts. - It was decided to make known the opportunity to leave

as widely as it was possible unde- existing difficult conditi-ms. The
order to alien Jews not to leave their houses had not been officially
rescinded, but it was tacitly assumed that it was no longer binding.

Mrs. Wysmuller called ~t the Refugee Committee office; she had been,

since the pogroms in 1938, connected with the children's work and was
still on the Board of the Burger-Weeshuis (Devartment for refugee child-
ren) where about 75 refugee children were housed. We decided to evacuate
the children. Mrs. Wysmuller was to arrange everything at the orphanage
and also try and hire as many autobusses as she could get to tfansport

the children to Ymuiden. I was to drive round Amsterdam and spread as -
much as possible the news of the "escave chance®, also, of course, amongst
Dutch Jews. From 1 - 2:00 o'cléck I was to be at the American Hotel for.

anybody who wished to speak to me. The busses —ere to start from the

Refugee Committece Lijnbasnsgracht at 4:0N. o'clock in the afternoon.

In those days there were no private telephoné connections and all mornlng
the alert was being given during which time dpiv1ng was prohibited.

This made progress slow. I called on the most diverse people, always
requesfing them to send messengers round to theilr Jewish friends, . relat- -
ives and neighbours. In view of the official natification from Govern-
ment guarters it was -~ to my mind rightly - assumed that people (whether
in private cars, bigcycles or any vehicle whatsoeve~) would be allowed to
proceed to Vmuiden unhampered. With very fe- exceptions (for example,
those who had near relatives still in the fighting forces or those in-
responsible positions) Jews tried to get away. Many resolved to start
from the Refugee-Committee office at 4:00 o'clock following the busses

in their own cars, but most had alresdy made their arrangements and tried.
to proceed o Ymuiden, Scheveningen or some other coastal place individu-
ally. At 1:00 o'clock Mrs. Wysmuller met me as arranged in the American
Hotel. She had not only hired (as far as I remember) 4 (but there may
have béen only 3) autobusses, but had also asked for and received a sort

of written permit from the Chief of the Police Allen Department (Mr.Stoett)™

for the busses to vroceed to Ymuiden. When Mrs. W. showed me this nermit
I noticed that it wes given for the vehicles and not for the children. I
then told Mrs. W. fto fill the busses as much as possible first with the

refugee children and then with families who had no private cars. Hlfandar""

came too and I Have him (who chose to remain in Holland) some further

,”1nstructions.,

. .

» When the phrase "German Refugees" is_ used it 1ncludes the former
Austrian- and Czech citizens or those Poles who came from Germhny.

-




-4 -

When I wanted to leave the‘hotel,~there was passnort control.

The Dutch police kept me 40 minutes because they.thought my (Dutch)
passport made out in J'burg -~ renewed in Mombassa with Palestine,
Egyptian, many ZEnglish, German and French visa - suspicious. I was
frantic because every minute was valuable, Wit there was nothing to
be done about it. While I waited the radio anrounced that the Queen
and the Government had left Holland. The large restaurant was
crowded. There was no sound and no comment. The "Verslagenheiq" -

" the shock was indescribable. People realized the war was lost, When
I finelly left the hotel it was nenrly o guarter to 3:00.

I had vromised to call for my colleague, Dr. Rosenberg, and take
him and his old and very sick mother with her nurse to Ymuiden. I
had srranged to.join the busses at the Lijnbasnsgracht at 4:00 o'clock.
-From the hotel I went to the Lijnbaansgracht fi¥st to see how things
were proceeding there. The scene was indescribable. The busses were
there and there was pracfieally a free fight to get in. Ve srranged
as much as possible to take people with children and those who had
special "Jewish"claims on us. I.left Miranda in cherge and went to
fetch my passengers. On the wav there were 3 long alerts. When I
returned to the Lijnbaansgracht it was nast 4:00 o'clock. The busses
had left and the place was deserted. I vroceeded to Ymuiden. The.
. road was thronged with cars and bycycles ~ most of them coming back:
many ¢alled out to we .that it wes no use to proceed as the police
did not allow any but military authorities to get through to Ymuiden:
I proceeded and every “time I was stonved by the police I somehow hyp-
notized them to let me pass. They had allowed the busses to pass be-
¢ause of the special permit they held. - I told them that I had the
nurse in the car:who vas to look after -the children on the boat.,
Somehow I got through to Ymuiden. "About a quarter of an hour's drive
from the quay where the large boat was anchored there were hundreds
of cars with Dutch and German Jews who were not allowed to proceed.
I krew many of them; some returned, discouraged; some walted and
eventually got away - I do not vet know hew.. There was vplenty of room
on the boat; up to this dav I do not know How it-was possible that the
Duteh civil authorities who had informed ug' of the chance to leave had
> not also seen to it that the military suthorities were informed and
the road was given free for the people to pass.

. Dr. Rosenberg »nd I saw that everything was allright for our
people on the bost.. I left the boat in good time; Rosenberg, wvhose
mother and trother with family were leaving on the boat, jumped off
while she was alreadv moving. The boat left at 8:00 o'clock exactly.

We hed to run hard because the English warned us that before leavirg
they would blow up the pier. We heard the detonation immediately behind
us. Ve drove back to Amsterdam, passing the burning il tanks of the
Royal Dutch. The road was deserted. The Dutch military authorities -
who had stopped us every few hundred yards on our way to Ymuiden had
left. The Germans had not vet arrived. = Then we neared Amsterdam and

_saw the town Whzing with lights. ,We'knen,then,that7Hollandfhadwcapituléw{

ated. There was a terrible irony in the fdct that ‘this ore night - .
at the blackest hour of its history - Amsterdam was atlaze with lights,

(The next day alresdv the Germans re-enforced the blackout regulations).

We went to the houses of several of our friends who had all come back
‘from Ymuiden discouraged. We told them th~t the road was now free and
that ve believed they.still had a chance to get away. They were all too
disheartened. Only one friend, whom I rightly believed £o be -in )
particular danger, resolved to .leave;  they left Amsterdam -~ a party of
11 people .- ‘2t about 1130 that night and abrived in England and even-
tually in America after, I believe, undergoing great hardships. “That
night many Jews. (partivularly Dutch Jews) tried to Commit- suicide; the -

b




were prohibited soon after the occumation.

‘R.H. Bitje and the writer of this report, was really responsible -for

“the financial committee, Mr, §. Florsheim, Mr. Henr& Gomperts snd others;

_the children's department had been under the managemért of Dr, M. Slote= =
‘maker de Briuine, but of the origiqal Board onlerrof,:CQhEQ;,MrZVEitje

~5- R o e

hospitals for some days were full of guicide cases} some recovered,

nany died. In a number of cases some members of a family died while
others recovered.” It is impossidle to give covract figures; I am told -
from variots sources that far more than 100 -died. After that fatal
night when the heartdreak of the capitulation was added to the discourage-
ment felt about the' unsuccessful attempt to leave, there was never again
a wave of suiclides in Holland. Single cases, of course, took place
through all the dreadful years of the occupation. It is my belief that
these suicides would not have been attempted if the Jews had not Zone
through the nervous strain of an attempted and unsuccessful flight.
Hundreds of people, of course, got away - all those in the Refugge
busges (which naturslly contained also many Dutch Jews) and many of
those who lad the patience to wait in Ymuiden. The official boat had
left at 8:00 o'clock, but evidently small boats left Holland all that
night and arrived in ¥ngland.

e
T

Thus .ended the German-Dutch war; the 15th of May saw the German : S
armoured divisions marching ‘through Amsterdam; the towns were plunged -7
in darkness once again; and nothing drasatic happened to Jews for some
time to come. For some ti=e to come ve were left in relative peace to. - -
continue our work. ’ ' '

In this work radical changes, of course, had to take place.
Naturally the Jewish institutions - religlous, cultural and charit-
able - in Holland had been functioning in the ordinary way; but’ the
great influx of foreign Jewish refugees had put additional burdens on.
some -existing institutions (orphanﬂges, children's aliyah, hospitals,
"hachscharah" institutions, etc.) and besides, had been responsible
for the creatidn of new Jewish organizations, the most important of
which were the Jewish Refugee Commit{ee, the camp. "Westevbork", which
was to play such a tragic role lster,ithe "Yerkdoro" at Wieringen, the.
cultural centre "Huis Costeinde" and the (purely political anti-Hitles)
"Joodsche Persbureau. The latter had, of course, been liguidated irmme-
diately at the beginning of the war. Iﬁ§ leader = Dr. Wiener - had gzone
to London some time ago, taking a great part of the archives.  The rest
was probably destroved in good’ time by the-remailning members of the
staff. It is curious to note heré that although this press office had
been responsible for a great many violent anti-Hitler pamphlets, etc:, °
and for the distribution of much valuable political information, none
of the people connected with this work was ever persecuted nor was anv .
enquiry made in connection with its work. - This is the more surprising
because there was, after all, a certaln interest in existing Jewish" ] .
papers, all of which, with the exception of thé "Israelikisches Weekbladl',

Since 1933, the work for refugees in Holland had really been R e
carried on ocuite separstely from existing Jewish organizations, " al- =~ - - T e
though the President of the refugee work - Prof. David Cohen -~ was L ' :
also one of  the recognized leaders of Dutch Jewry. Since 1933 he had = -
taken a very active part in the refugee work, and together with Mr.

the vast.machine into which the refuges work had developed. Of colirse -
more people had been co-opted and played leading.parts sinee 1938. TFor

in the general work Dr. Erich Résenbverz had shared every resvonsibility;

and myself were left. .




- authorities and the needs (and moral rights) of the refugees; in

. left, "and about the same number was still in the few remaining

- is it that very large anounts were needed to--finance--this work, - S o

. JDC and the Hicem) while Dutch Jewry had, since 1933, contributed

b Jewry {generally) as had beén the determining factor in theJhpndliné

“What-Dutch-Jews, however, did reali%e was the fact that of the, 28,000
. Témaining foreign Jews,. nore and more would become dependenty.-thnt

- convinced that the work.coild easily be financed by Dutch Jews; I did-
_in no wey heve sny illusions about the trend of events and it seemed

_ come dependent on the (Jewish) dole.

"discugsed freely; unfortunstely these neetings revealed the fact-that . -

" of his German nationality.

-6 -

All of this is 1ald ‘down in reports to the JDC, the Refugee
Commission of the League of Wations, etc., so that I need nnt g0
into details here. Only when writing the chapter on "Yesterbork" .
" will 1t be necessary to show that, when the tuilding of this camp - .
was decided upon, it was vrobably ‘the first time that Prof. Cohen
actually exverienced a conflict  of interests between the Dutch-

this conflict thé former emerged victorious with W'bork as its
direct result. o

I dsre not ~ from memory - quote the number of refugees who
"were actually drawing relief in May 1940; in W'bork there wers 800

camps and in childréen's homes. But, of course, by far the greatest
number of refugees was living free in Holland. These figures »re,
however, likewise laid down in formér renorts to the JDC. Certiin

Much of this money had hitherto come from abroad (mainly from the

(R,

handsomely. - - 7 : T D

T | doubf wvhether the lending Dutch Jews realized in May 1940 ﬂ-r N
that they were faced wit' the seme ruthless will to exterminate

of“German and later Austrian and ‘Czech Jews by the Nazi authoritiesg,

foreign mongy would no longer be sent to German~occunied territory S
and ‘thet, were the- Jewish question to come to the notice of the German  ~ -~ . Oy
authorities because of lack of funds for the refugee work, guch'hotibe‘
would, under existing circumstances, prove to be (to nut it nildly)
undesirable. I had been for yeaks the Dutch representative of the
JDC and I pointed out most forcefully that no commitments could be
gone into on behalf of  the Joint;fﬁI did this because I personnlly was

to.me ~ even then - that every penny conéributed by Dutch Jews for
Jewish work only meant -thnt eventualdy less Jewish money would becon-
fiscated by the Germans.. Some of_ the prominent Dutch Jews, who from
May 1940 onwards took an active part in Jewish relief work (many of
them for the first time) were clearsighted enough to realize that
also an increasing number of Dutch Jews might - sooner or later - be~

o

«

There were a number of ﬁeetingsax which all these nmatters webe L -

‘the animosity on the part of Dutch Jews against German Jews, which had

been latent, was apt to Slare up under stress. Dué to this animosity,

latent or expressed, some people who had been prominently identified L
with the work (for example, Mr. Henty Gomperts and Mr. S. Florsheim, T
both, incidentally, Dutch citizens) withdrew from the committee. -
Certainly also Dr. Rosenberg would not have left in August 1941 if

he had béen given that share of responsibility which his former work
and his capacities deserved. This, however, was denied to him becausge

The German ‘Jews had no oroper political revrésentation.. This-
was created only after the deportations had started in July-1942 - -
particularly in view of the fact that the’ first trensport corsisted. .
largely of German Jews. This represerntation, the so-called M"Beirath, -
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consisted first of about 10 people. and was enlarged to some 20 R
people adbout October 1942; only then was the president, Prof. Max . .
Brahn, invited to attend the meeting of the "J.R.! without, howe: )
-ever, having a vote in this assembly. For by then it was clear even
to the most optimistic of Dutch Jews that the Germans did not intend
to make any difference btetween Dutch and German Jews, so that all
nmeasures affected the communities equally disastrously !

In any case, in May 1940, afteér many- deliberations, a new L
financial committee was formed under the chairmanship of Mr. Krouwer =
(I velieve Prof. Cohen was Joint chairman also on this committee). 7 o
Members were, amongst others, such well-known people as the banker
Paul Hendrix, Mr. van-Raalte (of van Perlstein Roeper Bosch), Dr. - , .. 4
van Oss, the former efficiency engineer of Amsterdam, and, until : . ' o :
his emigration in May 1941, the banker Mr. Andriesse, and others, PN o
This committee at once instifued a kind of Jewish tax according , ,
to income and capital to which every few - no matter what his status ~ T
was supposed to contribute. There was, of course, no legal basis
Tor this action and no means to enforce payment, but.on the whole 14
believe thet largely due to the really capable organization very few

people managed to avoid payment, ‘The contribution asked for was a

fixed percentage on capital over 10,000 Guilders and on income and; |

like the Dutch Income Tax,~highly progressive, In two years! time

a sum of 6 Million Guilders was raised, about’ 70% being paid by 900

- Jews. As since the creation of the Financial Committee I had nothing

more to do with the raising of funds, I do not remember thé. details

correctly: Later, when it was found thet sooner or later.practically o - 7 -
every Jew needed the assistance of one or other department- of the by S o LT
then existing "Joodsche Raad’, the heads of departments were. instructed : o S
not to give any service unless enguirers showed - the famous "grey card®; - -*
the receipt given when .payment of the tax was duly made or_exemption
granted. There was a good dedﬁidf criticism of this committee be-

cause the letters written snd the methods used by the secretary of this™
comnittee (Mr. L. Frark ~ who was deported to Poland sometime in Sep=

.Yember 1942, but not in comectipn ¥ith his Jewish work) were -some-

“times very peremptory. But it rémains & fact that until its liquida~-

_tion by the Germans in the esrly months of 1943, this committese

raised all the sums necessary for the financing of both the refugee

work and the Dutch relief work, including the considerable costs of,

the very large "J.R." machinery which was built up to cope with its =
ever~increasing tasks. - ’

The contributions received from abrosd were negligible because -
practically ho dollars for emigration wére sold. ‘Anyhow, such con-
tEibutions.were "black" and had to be handled with the greatest.care.:

I comtinued to consider mvself the representative of the Joint amd in =
this capacity handled these "blnck" smounts ss I thought best, though - in
order to share the responsibility « I invariably discusged these questions.. °
with Prof. Brahn. The financial committee underwent ‘§6me" changes - e
in its pergonnel; it was destined to BIay a very. important role | . .
throughout the coming years. < - o R

In the summer of 1940 (I believe about July or August) a’polit- -
lcal body was formed, the .so-called “Cq—ordiﬁ?tion,Commissipﬁ?'int' -
which all existing Dutch Jewish institutions were represented undeér - -
the chairmanship of the late Mr. L.E.Visser, ‘former president. of the

High ‘Judicial Court. of the Netherlands -(Hooge Raad der. Nederlanden)
. Prof. Cohen acted as secretary and members were Mrs 1,

L.



Henrl Edersheim, Mr. Eduerd Belinfante, the Chief Robbi Desberg,
Albert Spanjaard and, I believe, .one other. This committes. was sx~
" pected to become the representative of Dutch Jews in dealing with-

e all ‘questions in connection with the occupation. From the beginning

it was clear thot there was a violent conflict of 1ideas between the
chairman, Mr. Visser, and Prof. Cohen, the former belng dead against
cooperation with the Germans and the latter believing a more donci~
“liatory attitude to be the wiser course, It would lead to6 far here

" to trace the unhappy history of this committee and the violent clashes
of opinion which nlmost from the day of its inavguration oecurred be-
tween the two factions. When, in February 1941, Prof. Cohen as pre-
sident of the ¥Jogdsche Raad" assumed (together with Mr, A, Asscher)
the regoonsibility for all future actions, the Co-ordinstion Committee
ceased to function. Mr. Visser died in November 1941, The intimate
history of this struggle will doubtless be written in due time by some~
body more familisr with the detnlls than I em, Personally, I believs ;

1

1t to be of the utmost significance for the trend of future evénts. i

For a 1little time after the ooscupation no deeisive antiwJow-
1sh measures were taken. Probably the German occupation was then,
trying to create a friendly feeling amongst the Dutch. In this,
however, they did mot succeed. The general atmosphere everywhere
in Holland remained extremely hostile to the occupation; 1t is poss~
ible that open anti-Jewish measures were only enforced after the Germans
realized that the majority of the Dutch people were not to be wan over -
anyhow. The fact that Holland was put unief civil administration '
and did not, like Belgium (as far as I know right up to the.last) re- -
main under militery authority, made it much worse for the Jews, 1In .
Holland, the government was in the hands of Seyss~Inquart, -the well~
known snti-Semite from Vienna; “this eivil administration was in every
way mach worse than a military administration would have been.,

-0f course, some anti~Jewish ‘measures were enforced very “soon;

Already in June 1940 a decree-wasﬁbublished to the effect that Dutch
firms of any description could be put under & so-~caAlled "supervisor®,
nost of those then or later appointed being Germans or Dutch Nazis, :
In the beginning, such supervisors Wwere mainly appointed for such firms
whose headquarters were abroad. Very soon, however, this was extend-
ed fo firms where one or-more of the managers was Jewish or which were
under predominant Jewish management. This supervisor had all the :
rights of the ordinary ewner. : : ’
~ During the summer of 1940, a few signs appeared on cafes, reg-

. taurants or shops with the well-known statement that "Jews were not
desired." They were, however, at thrt time still BO 'scares that' < -f.
everybody used to go and have a look at them. - )

About Septemher 1940 the Jewigh Community in The Hague wds'fined
because some English pilots had been given sanctuary in that town. N
This fine was vromptly paid, but I cannot remember the exact amount, -

Likewise, in about September or October 1940, all non-Dutch -
Jews were forced to evacuate n fairly wide region along the Dutch

coast (curiously enough,’ Polish Jews were allowed to stay). This. :
affected a lares number of German refugees becauaeARotterdam,ﬁﬂharlem,;=
Ardenhout and suéh places fell within the evacuation 1 1 was extre-
mely worried at 3 uld. y nd of ringen, -
but as it happen eringen was just a few y&rdg on the right sids of
the evacuation line, At thet time, those Jews were :still ‘allowed to .
i&eﬂlﬂﬂrhh@MgaMyueﬁwtoﬁanhﬁuﬁmmmef
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1liked, except that the alien police mwde it clear thnt they did mnot. ,::
" want any more foreign Jews in Amsterdam.__ -

In October 1940, a decree was published ordering the registra— - C e .
tion of all Jewish firms, establishments, businesses and _shops, in "~ : S
the widest sehsé of the word, including, for example, ‘all institutions,
all agricultural holdings, fishing entsrprises. small- worshops and
_even pedlars. . All these undertakings were deemed .as Jewish if only T ST
- ‘one of the partners was a Jew, or in a limited company if ene of the D .
Board members was Jewish or if one of the manﬁgement ‘was dewish, or if " - ’
a quarter of the capital was in Jewish hands. A Jew was oonsidered to -
be anybody who had at least 3 Jewish grandpprents, or two Jewish grand~
parents end who was registered as a member of the.Jewish #ommunity, or
2 Jewish grandparents and was married to a Jew. Non-complisnos with .
the decree was punishable by » fine of up to 100,000 fuilders or cons
fiseation. In this decree the word "Jew! was for the first tiweé clanrlv
defined, and 1t was always referred to in later publications.. i

Yhereas in “ermeny it was .compulsory to registér with one of the
recognlzed churches (Cnthollc, Protestant or Jew1sh) or declare: oneself
. an atheist, this was nnt the case in Holland where it very offen hannened
that people were Jews without being on the conmun1tv reglsters,= N
Anvhow,the fact th~t grandparents had not been (or could net Vo prove&
~ "to have been} menbers of a synazogue community. made it eventually posg-
. 1b1e for & number of Jews not to register. - . S

Shortlv after the .t spe01al reg isters “of firms. in Jew1sh hand“.
" were made. This decree of October 1940 naturally caused a great ded,
of . ex01tsdent and ankiety. because there was practically o lﬁrge bq o
1imited: company, etc. of ~hich at least one of the membery of the- Boar‘
B was not a.Jew.: As will be seen later on, these members were forced $0’
o wresign* anyhow and no ﬂeasures out of the usual were taken agalnst the )

b

Fn® tne ‘early wlnter ‘of 1940 a non-Jewish Unlon“of Dianond Workers )
":was created. The diamond. 1ndustrv had always beén -almost 100% in Jewish ™
. hendg but now the Trade Union of the Diamond Workers (AHDB) wras forced '
.’;to enplov 50% non—Jewlsh workers.

- Alreadv in July 1940 all GOVcrnment and municipal off1cials had
:been forced to state whether or not they had Jewish perents-or grand-
,psrents. Thereunon in Novenber 1940 ceme one of the first measures that
thoroughly ‘aroused public -opinion. 411 Jewish officials were forced to
r651gh; This included all officials without excention from professors ) .
- down to the smallest post office clerk. The number affectsd, as far &y T
. I Xnoyw,. ‘was® about 2,500, They wers -not debrlved of - their penslon. N ’
Therc was-a great deal of - ‘opposition but By that time any effeotive- nro—~'
7 t had become 1mpossib1e. Thus, the Amsterdam Studenten Corps ‘digsol=’
ved 1tself when-Uews were no.longer permitted to be members, . The- Christe~ -. =
1yke Studénten Vereeniging and many other Christian students' associa=-
“"%ions followed this: exanple, -while protests from Protestants and Romen : -
HA CthQl1cs agalnst antisJewish measures becane 1n4reasin gly frequent.: All
Tound ‘thé universities were: voicing their protests in such & manner- that
- some-of them (Leyden) “had ® to be closed altostther and others for long .
’;;periods at the. tlne._ o =
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the measures mentioned, there was a generol feeling of aporehension
amongst Jews. - How justified the fear was, became only too e¢leer

very soon. It was the NSB (Dutch Nazi Party)which was, in the begin-
ning, instrumental in bringing about a definite change for- the worse.

In February 1941, the NSB chose by preference the Jewish quarters for
their demonstrations; particularly members of the youth movement marched
in formation through the vurely Jewish quarters in the center of Am-
sterdam. The N8B insisted that.these children had been interfered with,
had been insulted snd even hit. It-1g uncertain whether or not this . -
‘was the case but certain it is that the provocation was enormous.. Any-..‘
how, immediately after this the NSB went to the Jewish- quarters in’ force,
demolished. many shops there and indulged in Jew-baiting and molestinge
At“the. same time they used every influence in their power to het-the -
non-Jewish proletariat to assist them. They, héwever;-.to a man helped
the- Jews.  The Dutch proletariat went to the markets armed with long )
iron rods and really defended Jewish pedlars, hucksters etc. In these /.

days of unrest the NSB again organized a merch through the Jewish b
quarter, some free fighting seems to haw taken place and in any case - '
one -of- the ¥SB members, n man named Koot, was killed.. It was then that
the first proper raid by the Germans on Jews took place. About 400 Jews
from the ghetto, all members of the proletariat, were taken prisoner !
and sent to Mauthousen. In answer to this the Dutch workers called a
general strike. This strike: was really general — trams, postal service
2nd ‘everything being affected' it sprend from Ansterdqm to somé of the
provinces.

It was then that the German 8.8., for the first time, felt the - I
n=ed to create a Jewish representation with whom they could deal in
future, They first called the Chisf Rapbbi of Amsterdam, Mr. Saarlouis, :
who, however, did not want to accept the task; ke mentioned the nsmes of -
Abrahan Asscher and Prof. David Cohen as being, in their capacities of
vresident and secretay of the "Nederlmndsch Israelitisch Kerk-Genoot-
schap", the two really representativg Ducth Jews. - These two wére .there-
upon called to ths Gestapo and nnde Joint presidents of the MJoodsche .
Raad" ("J.R."), the members of which were. appointed by the president a
few days loter; in these as in all fuqure appointments the CGermans took"
no intersst. : :

i

The first task the Germans put on Asscher and Cohen mas to use
their influence that the strike would cease and to see to it that
the order from the German authorities to surrender arms of every des~
cription (including pleces of iron and such things which could be used
as weapons) was strictly adhered to; evervbody who would deliver arms e s
within a given time to go unpunished. Cohen and Asscher thereupon '
czlled two mass meetings in the building of the Diamond  Exchange, at
which they asked the people to desist from violence and to deliver up
any arms still in their possession. - They also privatelw f£elephoned
to several important fectories, etc. explaining that the strike would
only do harm to the Jews. I do not like to say in how far this
action was influential in bringing about the ‘cessatiom 6f the strike-
within 24 hours, nor would I like to sum up the reaction in non-Jewish-

- quarters as to this first act om behalf of Asscher and Cohen im their . -
new role.” In some provincial towns the &tFike went on for _some days -
longer but eventually it was stopned there too.  The factories, etc."
were forced to dismiss those werkers vhoy after-the- general*resumption
._.of- work, 1nd1vidu911y continued to strike. They wére not allowed. to pay .

* them aAny wages, “but for a long time secret -collections. were held o
everywhere in workshops,. factories and’ amongst private persons ocut
of which these psople were paid. 4 dav or two later Asscher and Cohen e
formed the "Joo Ische Raad" - the:"J.R.", v
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As far as I remember, this ofiginal Jewish Council consisted L
of about .15 people, perhans a few more, chosen in an extraordinarily
arbltrary manner. There was not one amongst them who could be regarded L
as representing the prolstariat, although.of the 80,000 Jews living . .
in Amsterdam, about 40% belonged to thrt category. These people were
in no way represented and enjoysd no protection.: - Although eventually
the greater number of Jews in Holland were deported,: again it was the

oroletariat who were most defenceless and who were amongst the first
to suffer. . :

As mentioned before, the president of the Co-ordination Commission,
Mr. E.L.Visser, and with him many Jews were against cooperation with
the CGermans and therefore against the formation of the TJ.R.M", It is S
difficult to say whether or not during the first year of its existence . :
the "J.R." did not indced delay the carrying out of certain orders, ;
ameliorate conditions and fulfil many useful functions. It is certain {

that at the time of its inauguration, thisﬁbody'of—men'honestly c f
believed this to be its raison d'etre.

Very soon it became apwarent thet the Germans wouldl deal only .
with Cohen and Asscher versonally. Had these two wished to-'do so they
could, no doubt, have made the existing Co-ordination Commission, poss-
1bly enlarged by some more prominent Amsterddm Jews, a real advisory
body. Prof. Cohen, however, handled the matter in such a way that the
Co~ordin~tion Commission soon ceased to function altogether: neither.
was the "J.R." given a chance to become such an advisory body. It was
really from the beginnin:, and became to an ever~increasing degree,
simply an assembly of people who were informed that the Germans had )
insisted on such and such a measure, that there had been no opportuni ty
elther to resist or modify the decisions and that, unfortunately,
vhatever the. measure was, it would have to be carried through. It is
true that, particularly during the -first year of its exigtence .delent .
discussions took place in the "J,.RIY, but all the orders the Germans. - . i o
gave to the presidents mere invariably accompanied by ‘such serious
threats, not against them but against the Jewish community, that the
opposition in the "J.R.M™ never nanaged to obtain a modification of
policy: the German orders were carrisd out.

)

As time'went on, nmany members of the "J.R." drovped out either )
because they managed to become Varyanised" (meaning that they were de-
clared to be of non-Jewish extraction), some of them were deported
(but nevee in connection with their Jewigh work) and others ceased to
attend merely because they became tired of belonging to a body which Aty
simply came together to be told of decisions whiah.had already irrevoc—: S S
ably been taken. Except for two Zionist members who résigned by way = ST T
of protest, no resignations, however, took place.

I had worked in closs cooperation with Prof. Cohen on the refugee
work since 1933. There had been grave differences of opinion over the .
building of Westerbork in the early months of 1939 *), but there had -~ -——
always been the greatest mutual respect between us—-It ﬁﬁéﬁétrthe .
time when the "J.R." inaugurated its policy of cooperation that our
points of view 'on vital matters diffdred. so utterly that cooperation . -
hecarie difficult. I was, however, as will be explained Iater, in . -
charge‘oan department which for a long time was not interfered with . - .
by the "J.R.¥ in any way, and thus cooperation remained possible until - o

*) The history of the building of Westerbork as well ms ‘the pointd of -
gdifference are fully gone into in mv report”on:Westerbork which
forms a.separate part of this report. = UL e —:




_ent in my dealings with the " J.R.M, A1l -this, -

- happening to the Jéws. No doubt ‘the.few psople who worked closely to- 3
. - people whose wisdom in acting as they did 18" now b‘pfen':_to 'do}ib.t'n_ould'-
,_havq~b9ép-haileé‘asfwellpgoerg.' R ST T - SR
© their intimate advisers, particularly Meysr de Vnie§.'-The;mEmbersuof

-rald, the strike’ and” the formation of the "J.R.", the Jewish quarters ' :

. ¢ept in some places, after a few months. At that time, however, in - )
=211 the streets in the Jewish quarter large boards were srected bearing . - oo >

‘under the responsibility of Cohen. The YJoodsche Weekblad" was o
. created mainly in ordér to make known to the Jews all the various pro-
* _hibitions, decrees etc. ete. which followe} quickly, one after the

"‘) The Provincial Commission was a body of men eonstituted of .the re-

B (f.1. The Fague, Rotterdam, roningen- etc.) were fairly-large

after the deportations started. in July 1943,  Theh my ppositior
came so violent thrit it.was no longer posslblé-to Keep even-a dute
ward semblance of cooperation, and ~after that “time there was“ pPactd
ally also no more private contact .between . From that *aete on't" °
ceased to be "a salaried social worker “¥n-order -t6 -Beentirely 4ndepend--

owever,>will ‘be ;pauched.:

upon at some -later stage. S

P

“Asscher A8 well as Prof. Cohen; - -

There is no doubt in my mind. thatA 7 she = o
who had worked all his 1ife for the Jewfsh cause, honestly believed : .. . '~ .
~that by carrying out the German ordsrs they svoided: Worse. things'* - -

gether with the presidents of -the HIR ! and wh'p_hé)d,.jgreat"in‘fluenct.a_-, :
thought the same. Dabtless for some. time and if: some ways up to: the

last, the "J3R."" did grant help and-assigtance. Purthermore, I'bglieve.--

that Asscher and Cohen at first tried ~ and sometimes’ succeeded e S
gain time -by keepingdl the executions‘of the ‘anti-~Jewish. measures. in .

their hands. It 48 possidle that, had the.war lasted only.a short timg =~ .

(and Asscher in his criminal ovtimism promised the end’ 5f, the Tar ‘and
‘the smashing of Germany daily for the. next.month-or: two), the.very -~ -

e . R

I had to.touch 1ightly on She histery. of: th& "J.R." beganse .
otherwise much of what follows would not have beg_ri clear, It métrbe o
-understood that the pality was shaped by Profi Ceher 'and Asscher with 7

the "J.R.", e Provincial ‘Commission *) and the ‘heads ‘of departmedts - = e
were. copsulted about manner of execution, etc., not. about principle. _ . ¢ e

" After the happenings eaiiy in February 1941, the pogrom, the - el e T e

in Amsterdam were surroundedby barbed wire which was ‘taken away, ex- =

the words "Jewish Quarter®, "Jewish Street!, "Jewish Gracht". ’

After the formation of the "J.R.", the remaining Jewish newspaper
was forbidden and in its place a Jewish paper was issued, likewise - -

other, after the fateful February. This was done. probably in order -
to avoid having to publish the anti-Jewish measures in the press. ~enly -

presentatives of the Amsterdam "J.R.® living in the.provihges. They .
received their orders from and were responsible to the presidents. of
the "J.R." (Cohen and Asscher). In cases where they received orders
from the local German authorities they were expécted fully to-inform ~

the presidents of-the "J.R." and act only after having consulted with. -
them.— In practice, this.was not alwavs vossible and ‘thus . -the: members.
of t"e Provincial Commission were fairly independent in their actionis,
They met: ~t Tegular intervals in Amsterdam or whenever-an emergency
arose. 'They of course had their own locsl offices. 'some of thHem-
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very few of the mores important decrees appeared after that in the
general press. For instance, a measure-of such far-flung consequences.
as that prohibiting inter-marriage between Jews: and non-Jews wasg-never
formulated in any official ordinance- or decree or ever published 4n -
any. of the general newspapers. It merely apveared in thefewish weekly
(" Joodache Weekblad!") in the form of a short notlce signed by Cohen-.and - : - ;
- Asscher. Yet, althéugh only published in this way, the "mixed"  couples ] ) i
whose marriage banns had been published when this "law" came into force, . :

were arrested and the Jewish partners.sent to concentration camps' in -

Germany, although at the time the marriage date had been fixed no "law": _ : :
prohibiting it had been in existence. -Fortunntely, many of those it L i
concerned got notice of the impending action, and went "under" in time; S :
about 30 men ‘and women were caught. :

Bveby Jew was supnosed to know the contents of the "J.M." and to
act Accoring to the instructions. Tn the beginning, the "J.W. ¥ con~"
tained some articles on religion, holidays, a very great many advertise~ /[ A
ments etc.eto., but graduallv it became smaller and smaller until when F R
" it finally ceased to exist. in Decembe? 1943, it was meinly one sheet s -
‘making known to the Jews the newest anti~Jewish measures, efc. When the .
paper first started, Abel Hertzberg was one of the editors, but very soon
he resigned. P : ) D o

&

As will be seen from the Calendar of Bvents following this report,
measures, each. one of them restraining the liberty of the Jews, "now
followed quickly one after the other. Soon after the 17.R." had been
established it had been made compulsory for ever¥ Jew-to register and
to receive proof of such régistration. This proof was signed by Cohen
and Asscher and the mayor of the town in which, the registration took
place. I am enclosing a photo~copy of my own registration eard (Enclo- )
sure No. 1}. I believe that onlv a very small number of Jews risked . Lo

non-registrotion, the penalty being concentration camp. - :

A further measure (enforced somgtime in January 1941), -in itself
not important, prohibiting the employ%ent of Arysn servants in Jewish'
or partlv Jewish households, interfered with the home life particularly
since in Hollend practically everybody had had German servants, often
for many years.. . &

Giving as an excuse the fact that demonstrations took place-dur-
ing the showing of the news in the cinemas, Jews were forbidden to visit-
the cinemas. ‘When the Citv Cinema anticipating this restriction:-had - =~
first refused admission to Jews, there were protests on- the part of
non-Jews, but very soon such demonstrations stooped though it is true’
thet the attendance at the cinemasfell off very much.:.- The Dutch
did not want the German newsreels and films. = - S

- Barly in March 1941, it was made known in a speech over the wire-
less that no Jewish students would be enrolled in the universities and -
that those who »lreadv. were studing could only sit for examination with - ="
the special consent of the Department of Education. This Department .. -
of Education was under Prof. Van Dam who was one.of -the notorious.anti="-"
Semites. E . S el

By April 1941 the practice to replace anti~Nazl mayors. of towns
by Dutch Nazis had already commenced, Such mayors_ had,  for: instarcs, :
- been appointed for Hilversum and Haarlem and promptly: proceeded. to for~
bid Jews entrance to hotels, restaurants, swimming pools, etcy Y

About the same time, in.April, 1941,7Jews,had ?o &éli#éﬁAail
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their radios without getting any compénsation. I shall personally
- never forget the scene when, in a small street where the deliveries
had to be made, thousands of people walted -about with radios ranging
. from quite ¢heap to the most beautiful sets. -Many Jews had exchanged
_ . with Aryan friends very expensive radios with'cheap and broken machines
’ so that on the whole those eventually swrrendered were more or less
a sorry looking collection. -All these things had, however, by then
besome highly dangerous. ‘ ’ ;

In this, as in all other measures, .the Dutch population helped = .
the Jews wherever they could. 3By way of 1llustration I want to

mention a case which about that time came up before the German Court.

Two' prominent Dutchmen were summoned before the Germen Landesgericht

because they had in the summer 1940 distributed pamphlets warning . . . :

officials not to help in establishing the fact of whether or not - 4 : o

someone was of Jewish origin. When their defending lawyer pleaded[" -

that their argument was that of the Christian faith and not an attemot - L -

to obstruct German measures, the juige angwered that this was not a : : ot

religious but a racial problem but that for this once he would inflict

a very light punishment. They were given a prison.seéntence of 18 and’

12 months respectively. : - . '

In May 1941 all Jews were dismissed from orchestras, bands, etc:

Permission was given to found a purely Jewish orchestra which was not

" allowed to play anything but. music of Jewish composers for a Jewish
dudience. A special theatre, the "Joodsche Schouwburg", was set aside
for Jewigh concerts, cabarets, etc. It was under the joint management: ;
of a Mrs, De Vries (I am not quite certain of this name) and the wellw
known Dr. Yernet Levy, formerly of the Juedischer Kultur~Bund. For- - .
some time to come playg, conterts, chamber music and cabarets, all with e
Jewish artists and exc usively for a Jewish audience were given in that
theatre. As far as I know, the performances vere always crowded, I
personally, because of lack of time, only once went to one of -the conm,
certs where.they gave a Mendelssohn program. The performance was

* beautiful; hardened as I was it gave me a lump in the throat to: see .
some of those violinists whom I @ad for many years seen playing pro~
minently in the Concertgebouw Orchestra, back in such squalid surrounds
ings. The Jewish Orchestra and general financial support given to

Jewish artists was financed out of s special fund called. the "Van leer-
Stichting" because Mr. B. Van Leer, when he emigrated in May 1941, hed
left a very large amount earmarked for-this purpose, The soe=called =
cultural commission of the "J.R." dia try to the very end to keep:up

a semblance of Jewish cultural life by lestures in the various offices .
of the "J.R.", gtc.etc. But the difficulties wére almost unsurmountable,

Likewise sometime in April 1941 Jews were no longer allowed to e
be members of -the Amsterdam Exchange and forbidden to visit it. About - .
the same time more and more Jews were forced tO'resigh,from,prbminent '
positions either in their own factories.or,in:companies where they were .
managers or on the Board. In this way, for,in§§apte1,the'whole‘family},ﬁ;A
Spanjasrd = ? in all - were forced to resign, two as managers and five
on the Board, from thé large textile factories(bearingifhe'familyvhaMQ;

. Acts of violente had been few since the memorable pogrom in < - i
February 1941, but they happened occasionally:” For instance, the:
synagogue in The Hague was attacked and damaged sometime in-May or
June 1941 and, as far as T remember, - Buch- occurences had ‘taken place:
in other towns - Zandveort etc. T e e

" As mentioned before, most of the aﬁti—Jewish me 'ﬁbes,éndfdggfgés
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were merely published in the Jewish paper and sometimes their wording
was not at all claar. But at the end of May 1941 a decree was nublish -
ed, I believe also in the general vress, which prohibited Jews from
bathing anywhere - seaside places, swimming pools (either open or closed)
as well as the use of public baths. It furthermore prohibited Jews from
entering or even ‘passing parks, squares, restaurants, cafes etc., the
renting of rooms in hotels and private houses in all seaside places and
other resorts, and attendance at races., It was after this that on in-
numerable trees.and on every bench in the whole of Amsterdam and surround-
ings boards were placed with the words "VeSboten fuer Juden". This .
meant, for instance, that when I wa.lked to my office I had deliverately
to take a roundabout way in order to avoiad crossing a public square

which was planted with trees, each of them bearing t“e above inseription:
Had T not done so, denunciation by anybody knowing me to be a Jew would -
have been sufficient to lead to imprisonment of at’ least six weeks, )
and - after July 1942 - to deportation. All this sounds, of course, |
very simple and not like a great hardship, but I can remember the hours’
and hours of deliberation which were spent by lawyers in order to make
out vhether or not a certain place was a "kurort! - a health resort,

Not only this decree hut all decrees were generally worded so clumsily
that the mere interpretation of them was already a vuzzle and meny pzople L
were punished (after the deportations had- begun even by being sent to : :
Poland) because they had done one thing or the other which, adcording

to the German intervretation, was prohibited under some decree or other -

an interpretation which no ordinary person could have read into it.

‘Then, in June 1941, the dreadful second Hauthousen raid fook place,
But before giving details of it," I must inssrt here =~ to make happenings

clear ~ a short history of what hapoened to the training centre at "Wie- g
ringen.!

There had been all along steady attacks againstWWieringen in the )

Dutch Nazi press inspired by the ‘owiler of -the farm next to Wieringen, '

a man called Zaal, vwho was in time to become the peasant leader of the

Dutch Nazi party. But all these attacks had not been followed by any

measures. The director, Yr. M, Katzntlson, had been interned in July -

1940 as a Palestinian citizen and his place had been taken by Mr. Abel

Hertzberg. Wo- other changes had taken plkce, all the Dutch teachers and

foremen as well as the Jewish staff continuing their work as before. An-

the 20%h of Harch, 1941, I received a telephone message to the effect o

that the pupils of Wieringen were to be brought %o Amséerdam and that B o

we were allowed to find lodgings for them. It was arranged that they )

should first be brought to the diamond factory of Asscher and distributed

from there. When I tried to inform Wieringen of this by telephone, . .. .-

the Werkdorp was.?}ready occuoied by the Germans so thet I Gould not give-

them any indication of what was about to hapven. I was told later that.
7 large busses had arrived there, all the vupils were told to assemble, -
the boys sevarated from the girls, and were given ten minutes to get -

. readv to go to a destination unknown to them, At the same time the B
Christian teachers of the agricultural and dairy departments were told R o
to seleet 80 of the best workers so that the work on the farm, inm the. = Rt
garden and in the dairy could be carried on. The entire staff with the
exception of the manager w-s permitted to remain. The others were marched
into the busses and driven away. I -am going to leave it to the imagina-
Ylon to mealize vhat it meant to those young peoplé to Ye sent into the -

“unknown at a time when the name of Mauthousen and other concentration
samps were alreadv more than a name to Jews in Holland, I shall never
forget the expression of thankfulness and relief on the faces of those:
boys and girls when they found themselves eventually at the Asscher.:
factory in Amsterdam and -saw me” and others they knéw réa

v to-receive

’



- 16 -
" Most of these boys and girls were given hosnitality with Jewish
families in Amstérdam while some of the younger ones were brought te
existing institupions. - .

Immediately after this haopened, the higher German authorities
in Amsterdam told us thot the evacuation of Wieringen had been done
by local men of whieh they had ¥nown nothing and that they would,
‘as soon as possible, send the pupils back in order to have them conti-
nue the work there. Thesge nogotiations went on without, however, lead-
ing to the desired result until in June 1941 I was suddenly called to
ceme to the Germans in order to discuss the practical arreangements of
sending the pupils back. I did not &0 alone but Prof. Cohen, In. Jules
Cahen (the then treasurer of Wieringen) and I went together. We were
received by the S5.S5. Officer Barby and asked to give a list of the )
pupils then in Amsterdam. He told us thet they would be collected the ;.
Same way they had come snd sent back o Vieringen, When I pointed out/
to him that all the names and addresses were known to the Gestapo, !
he shid thet was so but-it would be simpler for them if we submit this
list. ¥e then left and all three of us agreed that it would be in the
interest of the boys to furnish the names and addresses as desired; I &
told some of the boys thnrt if they were picked up in the course of the
next doy or night they should not be upset because they would then be
brought back to Wieringen. - . :

During this very. same week, however, there had bYeen 2 bomb
outrage in the Schuberstrasse in a House occupied by.some German
officers (the Schubertstrasse is one of the fashionable streéts in

the south of Amsterdam where many Germsn Jews were living). There~ - °
upon the hightest Gestano of fieial in Holland (Rauter) ordered: the
arrezt of 400 Jews, mainly Germans, to be sent to Mauthausen. Thig :
order was given on the very same day on which the Wieringen_boys'were

to haw gone back to the Werkdorp;( I still believe that 4t had indeed . -
been the intention of-the Amsterdéﬁ,Gestapo,to send the bovs back, but
that this intention was crossed by the nsw order for arresys received
from the higher officinls in The Hague. Hovever this may be, the resulg
was that amongst the 400 young Jews yho were arrested on thst terridle.
day in June, there were about 80 Wieringen pupils. The police oalled

at many of the addresses g€iven in our lists and in some ecases took all
the voung men they could find at those places, also, for instanee,

sons of those families who had given hapitality to the Wieringen boys.
In some cases when the Wieringen boys hanpened to be out, only the

Dutch boy was taken. Of course, thd news of these arrests spread like
wildfire and everyvhere the young boys went inte hiding. . As arrests
hovever were made on the streets wherever young men were found, thev
were taken anyhow. Tventuslly, those under 16, half—Jéws; boys in bad
health and seme others were released but about 3M0 were sent . to Hant-
hausen and death notices started to arrive very shor}ly aftervards. _As
a matter of fact within a verv short time practically all the”families
of the 700 men who had in the two raids in February and now in June been
sent to Mmuthausen were officially notified of their deaths. Some “very
moving descriptions were written un by Wieringen boys and-are in théir
archives of the Jewish Agency. I therefore refrain from giving here a
more graphic descripntion of the happenings during those tragie -days.

It may be easily imagined whnt I felt. It is true th=t anyhow the add- -~
reésses’of the boys had been known to the German autherities, - It is ’

Amsteﬁdam. All the sam
give the name of any Jews to any G
trust the word-3f any German, -
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Although it had nothing to do with the general haomenings,
I would like to mention here that Tieringen was eventually liguidated T
on the lst of August, 1941, the remaining punils and the Jewish members - - : ;

B ' . l of the staff being brought to Amsterdam. The Dutoh authorities who.

were made to take over the Werkdorp paid an indemnity for the buildings,
enuinment,ilivestock, etc., the amount of which I am sorry I cannot re- . :
‘member: It was, however, sufficient to allow us to rent two houses where
“a number of pupils wers housed, One of the houses was a home for younger
pupils run und-r the direction of Yrs. Laufer who had rendered such in-
valuadle service as "mother" of the Watkdorp since 1935, and the other
was in charge of Nurge de Vries and was used for offices, clud rooms, etc,
as well as for th- housing of older ovupils. We ivere allowed to tske the
greater vart of the machinery from the carpenter shop and the smithy to
Amsterdam where it was erscted in one of the new Jewish traning schoolg
and eventually brought to W'bork. These houses were a great success /
particulerly as the new director who had started his work in the early B
summer of 1941, Mr. Jules Gerzon, took a great interest in the fats of . i

every single pupil. Until the homes were liquidated after the raids in

1942, he visited them vractically every day. Vs had opened up a third «

home in Almele for boys who worked with peasants in this district. This

too he visited regularly. It is thanks to his unflinching energy and

resourcefulness that nany pupils cou'd go "under" and that all others =

no mrtter where they were -~ sontinucd to reseive parcels -until Gerzon

too was put into comp in September 1943, - :

That was the end of Tieringen. Of the 310 inhabifants who were
in Wieringen at the time of the German occupation, 210 w%re*brought to
Amsterdam on the 20th of “archy. About A0 of the vupils: were sent to
Mauthausen in the June 1941 raid, about 100 were 1lnter tronsported to s s
Poland in the various raids, about 50 nre, at the time of writing, in
Bergen-Belsen or had been in W'bork (present whereabouts of the last
T'bork people unknown), and about B0 are in hiding ) :

] ‘.
In Augustl94l, » very far-reaching decision was made to the :
effect that neither Jewish ‘teachers nor Jewish pupils would be allowsd .
to attend ~ny schools or other educational institutions; with the o
sxceotion of a verv small number of students at the universities. Jews
were also prohibited from giving to or receiving lessors from non-Jews
- in any way. The number of schoolchildran affected was between 7000 ard
8000. It was ncrmitted to oven special Jewish schools and other  educr—
" tionnl institutions. There were orotests by the Christian schools who.
did not dismiss the Jewish pupils attending them, but after soms tigme -
the punitive measures taken were so severe that oarents decided by them-
selves not to continue to ssnd their Jewish childr=n thers, It then
became one of the important tasks of th=-"J.R." to establish Jewish
schools. Tie Municipal Counzils were alloved to assist in the establish-
ment of such spscial Jewish scho6ls snd in fact did so practically '
everywhere. The main difficulty was in the verv small communities whers o
there were very few Jewish children. The larger Mnnicipalitiesféontinued’ o
to carry in their budgets an expense item for-ths Jewish schools and the - -
usual subsidy was given for each oupil but there was a considerable Cefi-~. L
cit to be met out of the Jewish budget. Fortunatelv, smongst those dis= .
missed were a few first-class. experts and specialists who at once put
themselves at the disposal of the "J.R.M for this special tatk. On the
wvhole, it can be said th»t in the large towns by thé,lﬁginningiof?thé*‘*ltj
autumn term, all children received adeaunte scheoling. It was only in (-
“the very small places that for some tims Jewish children went vithout
lessons and that afterwards, when some emergency solution was found, =~ -

-
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the teaching they received was not up to standard. It would -lead too
far to give here an exact descripkion of the various schools which -
were created. Suffice it to say that it was even arranged for the
Jewish pupils to take their ordinary examination and it is to be
hoped that, when times become normal .again, these examinations will be
recognized as entitling them to go straight to the unversities, etc.
The hemad of this department of the "J.R.", Mr. Von der Velde, really
‘created an orgenization which would deserve a much fuller description
than I can give here; it is to be hoped that, when the Dutch Jewish
history of thess tiwmes comes to be written full justice will be done
to his work. He was a fine upright man who kept his denartment free
from the nepotism which ruined so many other departments.ef the "J.R.!,

As has nlready been mentioned, a svecial identification card

Tor Jews had been issuzd in the early spring of 1941, By July 1941 . )
it wes made compulsory for everybody living in Holland to carry iden—f ’ -
tification papers, These were issued by the town officials in each =

town separately and people were called up in alphabetical order to

get them. I do not have the original ldentification paner with =e

because it was taken awav from us in W'bork. I have, however, anex- # .

tract from thet paperof which I enclose a pito copy (Tnelgsure No, 2).

As the whole vonulation had to zet thse identification cards it was

& job extending over months and 1t will-be seen that my own .paper is

dated the 5th November, 1241.. The vapers for Jews were stammed with

a big "J% so thrt after that 1t was always‘possible_everywhere to.: see
. whether or not o verson was a Jew. -

A1l these adminstrative or economic neasures, cranping in an
ever-increasing degree the life, of every Jew, were punctunfed bv actions of
frightfulness. Thus on the nights of 17th and 14th Sdptember, 1941, - . g
about 100 Jews were taken up in a raid in Bnschede and brought to B
Heuthausen. ZTnschede lies in the heart of the industrial cenger of
Holland and had s prosverous and ferge Jewish community, Hany well.. -
known Jews were amongst those who were senf away. A fortnight after
already 10 death certificntes were received and these were followed
at regulsr ‘intervals by others. By, that time altogether about one
thousand Jews from Holland had been sent to Mauthausen, none of -whon
lived longer than a few months. There are relatives of those unfor-
tunates who still firmly beli=ve that although death certificates were
sent,- the people themselves mav have been transported to some ‘othsr - B -
work camp and mar still be alive. S - ST

Follqwing this raid in Enschede in the vhole of the eas} of Holland
" a raid on Jews took place but by that time the art of disaﬁnenring'iﬁd_ﬂ '
£oing into hidinz had been learned ~nd many escaped. LS T

As already mentioned, verfunctory notices here and there had been- . :
posted fortidding Jews to visit public places, ete:. Some provincial e
torns like Zaandam, Hilversum, Haarlem and others had been particul- - NI
arly active in this respect because at -an early date they had Nazi .
mayors, “but in Septerber 1941 a general order was nublished,(as,fai as-:

I remember even this important- order was published only in th= Jewish o
newspaper) forbidding Jews to show themselves in any wublic place what-
soever, i.e wmarks, cafes, station restaurants, othetr -restaurants, hdielsy:
theatres, cinema. houses, sports grounds, stadiums, seaside resorts, -
public baths, auctions and =11 exchanges,excent’ those which were put .
aside for the -exclusivé use of Jews. Ag ‘mentioned before; ~there ‘vas -
one Jewish theatres; after this a few Jewish réstaurants Wwere. opendd in.

the larger‘tquns and the Diamond’Exdhange,,because'it:wés—prarr e=lly’




in Jewish hands was to the last open for Jews. This measure of- course

made the life of every Jew, and particularly of those who had to earn

their living as travelling agents, ete., ‘extremely hard. I simply 7 R . i
meant that if you arrived at any place whatsoever and had to wait for a o : - ’
train or wanted to meet somebody for a discussion, you could g0 nowhere, ;
No matter how bad the weather Jews were forced to wait for the arrival PR i )
of the train on the platform. At any time everywhere there were cone : ) o
trols and as soon as people were made to show their identification papers, ol
the "J" on them-identified them. Besides this inconvenience, numbers of ) . &
Jews lost their 1livelihood as a direct result of thisg ordinance,

The personal liverty of Jews, which had alreadv been so much re-

stricted by the various nrohibitions mentioned, received a further shock
by the order that Jews were no longer allowed to move, These restric~

tions started to come into force early in the winter 1941, In order to :
mo¥e a svecial vermit had to be given which could be obtained exclusively
through the services of ths "J.R.. This meant thet the "J.R." pag to

create a new department, one thai:vag to be extremly Yusy in fature and

which was to deal exclusively with the housing problem. Ip the beginning
these permits were - albeit sometimes with: some difficulty - still glven

for any part of the town whereas in future 1t became more ‘and . more appar-
ent tht certain districts wer

lation. . At thet time innumerable rumours were sbout that the Germans in-
tended to establish a real ghett

0, "and I remember that Prof. Gohen had .
many conferences about this with the Germans. It wag never clear whether
or not this plan existed =t that time, Certain is it that in 1943 the

Temaining Jews vere forced to move to a restricted area in Amsterdam east. Lo i
Increasingly vermission to move- had only bezn given on condition that the
new residence was situsted either in the center (the 014 Jewish”ouarter), .
"2 definite part.of "Plan Zuidh o in Amsterdam east. Gradually Jews fronm ot
- the provinces were forbidden to re 3 = and forced to come to :
Amsterdam where they were also allowed to take up residence only in those
quarters, even if they had near relatives living in other quarters of th=
town who.were willing to take - them in. These Jews were not allowed to ¥ N .
- teke more than hand-luggage. with then, But here agein tie Aryan popula~ ’ -
tion helped greatly in contravenins this stipulnation, .

As the housing problem wasg already a diff
-nience that tis caused may be ea
ment of the "J.R.Y which handied
consideradbly bec

icult one, the inconye—
sily imagined. Gradually the depsrt- )
all these questions had to be enlarzed -
ause it became necessary to billet people on Jewish
families snd-this made necessary a systematic'investigation, street by
street, into the housing conditions of the Jews, Towards the end of - i
1942, this work had become so involved, so far-reaching and so difficult, ST

that a special bureau was opened by the Ansterdam Municivality called
"The Jewigh Billeting Office!

had as its only task the regis

-

in which Jews oﬂly were emmloyed and which
tration and assigning of empty residences
» O rooms in the quarters in which Jews yere allowed to live; they had the.
right to billet single zople or.even families in Jewish homes-and they
generally gave ‘advice on »ll questions affecting problems of hotising. - Tpey~f
ation -7ith the Department of the "J.R." handling per- Ll
mits for moving and such 1ike matters-but- they were not offizials of the - TS -
U3 R, but of the Municiprlitv and for A long time enjoyed~$pecial Dros ST
“tection. The hend of this department was Mr. J. de Miranda, known-ac well
to everybogy connected with the refugee work from hi§ work in the %
tion Depsrtment of- the Refugee Committee exer since 1933, In September -
1943, wien the office became superfluous becauss by the
been put’dinto camps and when, therefore, the Munic
longer existed:, Mr. de ‘Mirsnda went Yunder™,

n .all the Jews had .
ipality protéction no
but I Vas . told -in June 1944
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'By~peop1e arriving in Bergen-Belsan from Wtbork.that he had been
- “found. I am afraid that he has since been deported -to Polsnd. Not~
" withstanding the fact that he was one of our oldest and most devoted
workers, it had never been possible to_get for him syfficient protection.

" Some time in the winter of 1942, a certain number of pedple
evidently chosen arbitrarily, were served daily with notlices that they
had to move to Amsterdam enst. They were-allowed to take as much of

'their'belongings as they eould vut.into- the new residence. The remainder
was supposed to stay in the original house. The streets reserved for
Jews in that quartsr contained only very small and- simple - flits so.

“that naturally somebodymoving from a very large house into one of those
flats could not very.well find room for all the furniture. However, the
practice was ‘devéloped to have furniture disappear from the vans into
Aryan houses without evil consecuences. As time wént on, even neople
living' in the original Jewith auarter in the center hnd to move to the
east and by about April 1943 this action had become general. Even pro-
minent Jews like Prof. Cohen and Asscher weré served with removal not-
ices. They, however, togethar with a few more families received ver-
mission to takeun residence in streets situated in the east but not
actually within the new ghetto.’ ' o

This question of the remcval of Mr. Ascher's family once .more
shows how the- various 7“-=rman authoritiss were at logmerheads with each
othsr. When Mr, Asscher's homse was requisition=d by the military,
being very large and situated in a -quarter  of the town which was in- --
creasingly used by German officials, he got permission to tnke a house .
anywhete he liked and had actually found a large modern flat in Amster—
dam south. “hen. the Gsstapo officials heard of this they expressed
themselves to Dr. Sluzker in an extreply forceful way, saying that -
they would compel Mr. Asscher to moveiinto Amsterdsm east, etc. ete.
Although he pulled every vossible wire, he—coul@'not také up residence
in the new house he had found but had {leove to Amsterdam east.

In actual daily life this forcéd'meing, always at very short
notice, from their old homes into new ones which wers increasingly
difficult to find (the better ones of coufse having been taken by -
those who had come first) added another harrassing note to daily .
existence; often a comoarativelv unimportant thing like this was enough. .
to complete the nervous bréakddwn of people faced hourly with imprison~-
ment or deportation. When the large raid on the '20th of June, 1943,

emntied the whole of Amsterdam east of Jews, many of them had just meved
into their new homes a few days before. ) -

It was in the morning of the 50th Avril, 1942. T left. the
‘L1 jnbasnsgracht" to attend an emergency meeting which had been called )
at short notice by Prof. Cohen and which, as always, was -to.be held in - -

the head offices of the "J.R." at the Kalzersgracht. I met Prof. Brahn . -

coming from the Kaizersgracht. He walked and looked 211 of a sudden: **°
like the old man he rally wes. —He ssemed infinitely tired. I asked

him what was the matter and he said:"The Germans have just informed

. Cohen that. all Jews will have to wear a distinctive yello
You will hear ddtails at the meeting.n

TV I was surprised aé;the'evident'impression this had made on him
but I was late and left him. At the meeting we were informed of _the

" impending meagure which nas to be vublished that night. As usual;_there;,"

v badge,inffutuie.i,":
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was .the by then established opposition against the "J,R.M hnv1ng put S T
‘their services at the disposal of the . Germans for the organization of o
the distribution, etc. The mesting was even 1nterrupted by a well-known
Zionist vho came-to protest in the name of many against .the "J.R." sell-
ing and distributing these stars. She sald, and I think in this she was
right, that 1f the Germans were to be left to do this they could not

" possibly enforce.it before many weeks had elepsed . However; as was al-
ways the case, the order had been accepted by Prof. Cohen and could not ) o
be rescinded. : T o

Max Bolle trereupon wut his remarkable organization. talent at
the service of this oarticular job and within two days everv Jew, no
matter where he lived, was in possession of the teoulsite numbsr of

- stars to be attached to all his outer garments. In the. evenlng the -
_newspaper pulﬁished the following Regulat1on‘~r -

7" REGULATION of 30th April, 1942 Ly
. from the Commissioner General for Public Security, - .

" in respect of the Identification of Jews in the Netherlands.
Under. Par. 45 of Regulation No. 138/41 of thé Rykscommissaris for
the Occupied Netherlands Terrltory regarding Public Securltv, I
hercby decree as follows' :

. L
Para. 1.1.A Jew, when nnnearlng in nublic must wear a Jews! Star

(Yellow Badge).

2 Jew, ih the meaning of this regulqtion, is anyone deflned— ! i
as Jew or considered to be a Jew under:Par.4 of Ragulation ST S
No. 189/40 regarding registration of business firms. Ch11d13 :
fen wnder. s1x are exemnted from the identification, .- )

3.The -Jew'!s. Star is a sis —pointed star, nrlnted in black oﬂ
yellow textile, the size of the palm of ths hand, with the_
inscription "Jood" nrinted in black. The star must be worn
visidbly and.solldly fixed to the clothlng on the. 1eft hand
s1de at. breasts! helght.

8

4, Jews are not pnrmltted to weAr s1gns of rank or honour or
any cher 1ns1gn1a.

Para. 2:1.He who confravenes or evades the provisions of- Par.l is .
liable-~ insofar as no heavier nunishment has been provided
for in other regulations - to imprisonment of not more than
six months. and 5 fihe of not mors than 1000 Florins or to;
either of these punishmentss The samé punishment is applic-
able to him who aids of abets or makes arrangements foﬁ the

revas1on of these nrov151ons. &

2.The. nrov131ons 1n regard to the Spcurlty Policeremaln in
force. . ;

Para, 3. These Policé Regulations come into force 3 dajs after theirlf—ﬂ'
. ) promulgation.' e
N D - The Hngue, 29th’ April, 1942. :
. S The Comi. Gen, for Public Security, .
- T ’ .7 7 -7 ""Hoehere S.S. und Polizeifuehrer" -
- - B R o (ﬂgwd)mWTW o
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In the beginning, the non~Jdewish population demonstratively
showed their sympathy with the Jews, people taking their hats off
to those wearing the star; people in the trams invariably offering
. their seats to the "bestarred" ones, etc. Quite ‘a number of people
were then arrested becausd they wore stars exactly similar to those
- vhich had to be worn by the Jews but inscribed with the word "Christian".
The sympathy with the Jews and the oonosition against this measurs
shown by non-Jews were so pronouncéd that it was deemed necessary to
publish an article ir all tle leading newspapers reading! "If a Dutch—
man continues to associate with Jews, that is with thebnemies of Germany,
notwithstanding the fact that the star now plainly establishes
the dividing line between friend and foe, this must be decmed a disloyal
action. It is a base attitude against the occunying forees and it must
bz considered to mean a definite siding with the enemy." The artidle .
continued to voice threats of concentration camp etc. to those who cony
tinued to show their Jewish sympathies, ]

I was alone in the evening of this day in ths beautiful room which
was still mine, full of books and flowers, wh=n suddenly Prof. Brahn
came to see me. Wz saw each other oractieally every dav but he had
never yet come in the evening withouz first having telephoned to ask o
whether I was in. We just talked and wh=n he 1laft I went with hin for
a little way. He sald, "If I h»d not come here tonight I would have
committed suicide." I looked ~t him and askad "Do you think it is as
bad as all that?" He simply dnsverad, "Yes. - They will hunt us now - S
wherever they can find us. It is the beginning of -the end." I asked, ~ -
"Are you all right now?" and he said, "Yes, now I an again willing and
able tp put up with everything barring, of.courss, Poland.! . A few of
. us, -a snall group of very close friends, were by theh never wtthout .
cyancalli. As far as I am voncerned, this tiny yellow box gave ne  through-
out, no matter whrt happened, a.sense of freedom. .

I would 1iks to say here that of sll. the people I ever met; in
my life, Prof. Brahn is certainly the greatest. He was sent “to W'hork
at the beginning .of Janusry 1944 and. one wesk later to Theresienstadt.

He was then 70 years of age. He is Infinitely wise, gentle and resigned.
- If he should not eors out allvs the world will be definitely poorer

for it. He was, of courss, a famous man in Germany. If he should sur—
vive and would bYe willing to put his services at the disposal of the Jew—
ish ®ause, I think his name might, notwithstanding his age, still becone
fenous in Jewry. .

. How right Prof. Brahn had -been in his forebodings was only %00

soon to beeome anparent. Already on the 30th of Jure new-regulations. .
were issusd of which, in view of their importance and farereaching eon- -
sequences, I guote here thes- text in full:- : s

" Regulation of 30th June, 1942,
from the Rykscommissarig for the Occupied “Neth~rlands Territory.. . -
Under Art. 45 of the regulation No. 138/1941 the following regulation
in respect of Limitation of the Frecdom of Movement has apovearedse . -

Art. 1. Jews must remain in-doors in their dwellings between the. hours
20 - 8, T

v

B

Art..2. Jews ma¥ not be présénf in dﬁellings{Aga:dehs’or'qther private .

institutions for health or reereation bzlonging t0 non~Jews ,
".unless their presence is required under existing contracts of .
- lease” or employment. . - - B S
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Jews with a non-Jewish svouse are exéﬁpted from this provigion.,

Art3.(1) " Jews masy enter shons, which are not marked as Jewish firms;
only between 15 - 17 hours. Dispensing chemists are exempted.
(2) Mo goods may be deliveréd to the house of a Jew. .
(3) This regulation does not interfere with any special orovi-
sions taken or to be taken by the representative (Gevol- :
machtigde) of the Rykscommissaris for the City of Amsterdam.

Art4. Jews are not allowed to enter hairdressers and other shops
and quasi-medical institutlons or use the services thereof =
if these shops or institutions are not labelled "Jewish',
Reference is mdde to Para. 2 of the instructions of the Ryks-
commissaris for the Occupled Netherlands Perritory regarding
regulation No. 198/41 in respec¢t of the carrying on of a pro-

fession by Jews, dated 30th June 1942.

public or private means of transport.
(2) Txempted ares - : :

1. The use of ferries.

2. Cycling within the borough of Amsterdam.

3. The uss of special cycles for transport of goods for
business purvoses, insofar as they may carry on busi--
ness. . )

4. The transpory of sertous patients in an ambulance .

and the transport of invalids in special vehicles. - .

5. The use of town transport by the holder of g special
-licence issued by the Security Police on the recommens
dation of the Netherlands Armament Inspection. ‘

6,  The use of railways with 3 travel psrmit issued by
the Security Polim. . - N

7. The use of means of transport by holders of a travel ~
permit issued by the 'Centralstelle fuer Juedische
Auswandsrung!, Amsterdam. - : L

8. Jews who are entitled in these cases to use public
means of transport must take® their seats in the low—
est class (smoker). They may enter and take a seat
only if there is sufficient room for non=Jewisgh travell.-
ers.

Art.5(1) ‘Jews are not allowed to enter railway stations nor use

Art. 6. Jews are not allowed to use public telephones. -

Art. 7. Jews in the meaning of this regulation is any@ng-whd;is a
Jew or considered a Jew under Art. 4 of Regulatisn No. 189/1940 .
regarding registration of business firms. . -

Art. 8. Provisions for the carrying out of these regulations. and
further exemptions to the pravisions 1 - 6 will be publish=
ed in the Jewish weekly journsl ("Joodsche Weckblad"),

Art. 9. Anyone contravening or evading the provisions of Art. 1 - 6.
will be punished = insofar as no heavier punishment is pro- B
vided for under other provisions - with Imprisonment of not . = -

- more than six . months and a fine of nnt more than one thousand .-~
Florins or either of these punishments. The ~same vunishment
applies to anyone aiding 6r abetting or assisting in the .
evasion of “these provisions,. Measure to be taken by the
Security Police remain unaffected. o ; BRI
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Art. 10. This regulation comes into force oh the dny of nromuigation.

The Hague, 30th June, 1942. L
The Comm. Gen. For Public Sgdurity,
'S.8.Grupvenfuehrer und General
. leutnant der Polizei! '
(signed) RAUTER "

These regulations were so shattering to the few remaining libverties
of Jews that they formed a.fitting overture to the daily deportations
which were to commence only a few days later. I can be brief in my com-
ments on the single paragraphs:-

To Art.l.~ Generally speaking, a few doctors and heads of depart-
ments in the "J.R." and a number of Jews working for the "Expositur" and
the "Joodsche Schouwburg".end "H.a.V."*) (because members of these 3 °
offices were generally working at night during the transportationg) were
given evening permits. I enclose a photo covy of mine (Enclosure'NQ.S.)}

Art.3.- Generallr speaking, Arven friends saw to itﬁhat Jews
lacked nothing, the Aryan shons always keeping a secret store of goods
for the Jewish customers who would come in &t 3:00 o'clock'only. e-
peatedly articles. in the Nnzi press fulminated against Aryans whp,&ere
still assisting Jews: while in the notorious concentration camp of Vught
a nunber of Aryans were detained vho had been arrested because in one

way or another thev had assisted Jews. ’ i

Art.3(2).~ As far as I remeiber ~ officially onlv coal was exempt
from this order, but unofficially both Jews and non-Jews continued to
contravene it; thus, for instance;.l always had flowers sent to myhouse
by the florist who had been wverving me for years and likewise flowers
vere ‘always brought to me which weré sent to me as gifts through other
shops. M

Art. 5.~ This had, as will easify be imagined, the most far-reaching
consequences for everybody. . Actually, a large department of the "J.R."
had . to be credted which did nothing but éxamine claims and submit them
to German authorities for vermits either temporary or permanent Tem- . *
oerary parnits were issued for one journey only, and permanent ones, I -
believe,for one month. - - .

As regards the various exemptions, the following may be saldi~

Art.5(2),= Very shortly after the vublication of this ordinance .

Jews were ordered to give up their bicycles. Only someone who knows
Holland will realize what this meant. There, as was the casé with the
travel and other permits, the "J.R." was allowed to keep bicycles for
a number of their employees who received a special vnermit. Ag the Nazi

- press continued its agitation ‘against Jews on bicyclés, the number, of
permits was reduced from month to month until finally, late-in the. sum-
mer of 1943, the "J.R." informed the holders of permits that they were
expected to bring their bicyclds to the "Centralstellef ostentatiously’

for the purvose of stamping the frame with a number, . this -stamp-to take,—ffvl

the place of- thé. cumbersome permit.  Although naturally there was.a =~
certain amount of distrust of this sudden considération on the part of = -
the "Germans, "the Jews .could not very well.but bring their-bicyeles, B

-

*) The functiofis of the department "Hulp man Vertrélckenden® (H.AWV.)
‘are fully exolained on pe 49 of this revort. o - - -
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whereupon a1l of them were confisca
eventually only a handful got their
some errand. boys of the "Expositur"
cycles returned because the Germans
sable also to them.  (Here again it
whole family -of :Asscher remained in

ted and sént to Germany. I think o R
bicycles back (mostl#_doctors)”aﬁd: o o - :
and- the." SchouwburgH had “their bi-

considered these offices indispene

caused a lot of 111-fesling that the

possession of bicycles.) w

Art.5(5).~ Permits Were-given to in all I think not more than ; s
20 people. I was one of the first to get one because Sluzker procured

one for me when I wag working in- the "Expositur" from 7 in the morning - : L
until 12 at night as described in snother chapter. The' few permits B o
which were issued were never rescinded, neither were new ones ever

issued so that they remained valid all the time. Photocopy of the ner-
mit is enclosed (Enclosure No. 4), . -

Art.5 (6, 7 & 8)r Travel permits were actually given .only through A
the services of the "J.R.", except in cases where the: armament inspection- -
(the Wehrmacht or the Ruestungs~I spection) procured permits of a1l deg- f
criptions for people working for. them, In the beginning, travel permits

. were given fairlv easily but after a short time conditions beeame more and
more stringent wntil it was finally'practically impossible to gst a PEr- ..
mit even for the most important business. Personally, I Temember travelling -
during all this time twice to W'bork and once as late as September 1943, _
to Barneveld, all 3 times on yrgent business in connection with ‘the Paleg-

,tine,exchange. When I wanted a travel permit Sluzker, who was devoted to

#

in the traih.

Art.8.~ This was particularly incojvenient becauvse by that time
only Very few Jews were in possession of private telephones. Generally

speaking, not even doctors had kept theirs but only all the offices of

the "J.R." and a few #J.3, 1 officials, I“had my telephone up to the S : S
l-st Hecause the "Bxpositur", the ¥Schouwbirs!" as well as ‘the "H,a, V.1 : N el
officials had to be able to call me out at any time of the night on we
gent cases. " Those of us who had telephones -were, after transports start-
ed, so deprived of sleep that finally we had*to take the telephone sere

vice in turn, each one of us taking one, sometimes two, nights a week.

As already mentioned, it wasg only the "J.R 1

and the_Wéhrmachf
or Ruestungs-lnspection which could .

apply for exemption permits.

. In Holland, where, as in other countries before the war, there .- :
had been a great deal of unemployment, numerous. emergeney-.camps—had - T T
at that time been establishad for the housing of ‘unemployed out onto public =,
works such as construction of roads, reclaiming of land, drainage, etce; . o
etc., such work orojects having been specially ereated for this purnose.
The peopls then working in these Camps were, of course, paid proper
7ages and entitled to every right (leave, sick insurance, ete.). I do
not remember whether or not these working cemps  remained in sxistence -
after the German occepation. Anyhow, in the same measure as Dutch work= . -
€rs were at first induced and later on forced to 80 to Germany or occu~. - .-
pied France to work -there- they naturally became superfluous,'r .

This work for the unemployed had been done under'the.auspices of 7 .

the Ministry of Sociale Zaken and Meyer de Vyies especiaily had been "
promifiently eonnected with it and had - very good connections with the.- "
Dutch amthorities, also those who had remained in office after- the.
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occupation. I bYelieve that as early as ~Jout October 1941 the Ger-
mans, for the first time,indicated their intention to put unemployed
Jews into. special camos in Holland. I think it must be put to the
credit side of the "J.R," that they managed by clever handling of this
whole question, to delay the adtual creation of these work camps for
ouite some time; finally, however, I believe some time around Janunary
1942, it was rio longer possible to obstruct this measure’ and pursly

. Jewish work camps were actually created, the old »re-war work camps beihg
used for this purnose.

The labour exchanges were used for the calling up of Jews for

working camps. In the beginning, only unmarried men were called up

to the age of, I believe, 40 or 45 years. (This caused » precinit-
ate increase in marriages), ~Very soon, however, also married men were
called up and after somes time Jews un to the age of 60 and even 65 o
‘were sent. The medical exemination: was carried out by Jewish doctors;
They at first objected to doing it, but at a meeting especially calld
ed -for this ournose Prof. Cohen was able to convince them thet it was
in the interest of our peownle that this should be in the hands of Jewish-
doctors. After a vhile, when it was found that a great many veople
were testified to be unfit, the examination was effectéd by or in the
presence of Nazis doctors and vractically everybody, no matter what his
phvsical condition, was sent. Asg economic measures had by then de~
prived more »nd more Jews of their emplovment, thousands of Jews were '
gradually drafted into these camps. : : -

I think it is safe to estimate that in October 1942 about 8,000

Jews wers by thet time segregated in vorking camps. In the beginning,
peodle were given occasional leave to visit their families .and the

"J.R." was allowed to send social workers into those camps and generallv - P
create some amerities there. At th-t time food parcels were permitted 4 C
to be sent to the men. Very soon, however, the camps assumed more and

more the character of closed camps - leave and visits were stopved and

mne facility after the other .forvidden, while the incoming and outgoing

mail was censored. I remember th3t one of the leading Mazi nawspapers

orinted an original postcard or letter from one of the Jews in the work

crmp in which he described how easy a 1ife they had because of food K

varcels, etc. etc. This immedkately led to a violent press campalgn and

" was, I believe, mainly instrumentsl in the ranid worsening of s1l1 con- ~
ditinns. ’

Generally speaking, about this guestion of the -vork camps there -~ -
‘had been rousing hostility against th= "J.R.M Lo

and varticularly against
Meyer de Vries. As already mentioned before, I personally anm sure. that

through clever manipul-stiens on the part of the "J.R."  the actual oom—-
mencement of the Jewish work camms had been delayed for several months
and I also believe it to be to t e credit side of the "J,R:" that they,
at least in the beginning, managed to have the examination done by Jew-
ish doctors. Once the work camps sterted, howsver, the nublic ob jected
greatly to the way in which .the directorate of th= "J.y, encouraged -

(not to say forced) the Jews to go there. The promis=s made ‘bv- the Ger-
mans to Cohen and Assch:r to the effect thet the!work cemps-would be or- - ...

din2ry open camps with wages, leave fasi}&tieﬁ—%ﬁd‘m6§t5important of 211, .-
the vromise thst peovle from the work camos would remain in Holland, were
vassed on bv Cohen and Asscher to the public although by thet time they - -
should hawe knswn that to rely on any promise midde by the S.S. Was merely-
criminal folly. Of course, none of th=se promises was kent as menti-ned. ..
-elsewhere in “this renort and finally all the*peonlé'Wéfe'déported:with'
their families. As -many people asserted, perhaps rightly, $hat-they .
-would have managed to go "under® instead of going into the’ camps: but
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for the promises made by the WJ.R.W, the bitterness of feeling.thaf -
resulted may sasily be imagined. - o

Whereas generally speaking the treatment in these camps wag
humane, there were some in which this was not the case.’ The name of -
Ellecom will go down into history as the camp in which Dutch. Nazis
were trained in the treatment of Jews. In Ellecom was sltuated the
so~-called Palestine camp. Gonditions there became ‘so scandalous that
finally even the Germans could not tolerate it any longer and liguidated
the camp. I belleve thisg vwas in August 1942. fThe people = I think
about 300 - were sent to W'bork and arrived in such a terrible condition
that many of th-m died and all the others had to be admitted into hogw .
pital suffering from hunger, oedema and wounds caused by 1ll-~treatment.
Their condition was such that the German commandant of W'bork
vut these people on transmort to Polpnd and they remained in the W'bork
hoppital for many months. Needless to say that after their resovery
practisally all of them were, after al}, transported, g'

It appeared thot in Zllecom a Jew had been forced to beat up his
fellow workers and it agein shows more than many words will do the
dreadful animosity which existed between Dutch and German Jews ‘when £l
say here that there was a violent scene at a meeting of the "J.R.0 when
it was asserted by one of its :iombers that, of tourse, a German Jew
had done the beatings. Even in W'bork the dispute whethsr or not it
had been a German or a Dutch Jew went on. Anyhow, it was finally es-
tablished that it had been a Dutch Jew: ! have forgotten his name:
the German commandant of W'ork but him on transport to. Rland immedi-
ately after his arrival in W'bork, : ’ . .

It must be remembered that thev came, not out of a'cohcentration
P, but out of an ordinary:work camp, but’ their eondition was worse -
than that of those who came through W'bork on their way.to Poland from
the notorious concentratinn‘cgpp in Amersfoort, - ~

I visited W'bork about thaﬁ time on some emigration business .
and saw these vatients. I shall never, asﬁong as I 1liw, for-get the -
es as they lav there,many between life and
I remember tht, when I was 111 mvself in W'bork I refused
to go to hospital for some weeks because I was afraid they would nut
me into one of the large barracks and I Jen-w that there, fewerish

as I was, I would be haunted by the memory of those sights %o such

an extent..that instead of recovering I would probablv have become muc™
worse. Only when I was assured that I would be put into one of the
smaller rooms in the old hogoital did I consent to g0,

S

4s has already been mentioned, in the early wnert of this revort,
sevaral quite important measures vastly encroaching on ths economic - .
existence of Jews had been taken, as a result of which a great many ,
Jews had become unemploy=d and were then =~ speaking in a geéneral way -
automatically drafted into work camps unless they were working for -the -
_"JWR.Y, the Wehrmaoht or had some special protection. o o

Because it is constantly referred to'later,-i am'reneating,ﬁére el
. Regulation 189/40 vhich was vublished some time in October 1940 ‘and coU

~ which reads ag follows:~

" Regulatioﬁ regarding registration of Jewsih concerns;-inclﬁd}gé,éll',
busingss, trust funds, égricultural, horticultural andifishing;"'
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trade, cown to hawkers, A4 concern is.considered as Jewish if one

owner is a Jew, if one of the partners with joint and several liw

ability is a Jew, if one member of the Board of Directors is a Jew
or if at least one-quarter of its capital is in Jewish hands,

A person is considered to be a Jew who has. at least 3 Jewish grand-
parents or who has 2 Jewish

, S i

grandparents and who,.on 9,5,1940 was . ° . . .

.a member of a Jewish Congregation, or who has 2 Jewish grandparents ; ] i
and is married to a Jew, : i

Non-registration will be

punished with a fine up to F1.100,000 or
with confiscation,” . -

Then, in the Official Gazette of the 25

! th October, 1941, appear-
‘ed an ordinance which I think is important e

nouzh to be gquoted in ful%‘—
"1, The carrying on by Jews of work as a trade or profession -can be °
nade dependent on their obtainin,

€ a license or on specified condi-
tions, or it ean be wholly interdicted, .

a contract with a Jew byr3'months' not- : ) f
of any month even if the contract would
utual consent, have lapsed on any da

2. An employer may terminate
ice as from the first day
in itself, legally or by m ¥
after 31st January, 1942, . -

3. It is forbidden for non;Jews to do any work in families of which

a Jew is the head or of which a Jew is a member permanently or
temporarily (more than 4 successive weeks), In case of contraven~
tion the Jew will be punished. : '

4. It is forbidden for Jews to establish an association- of rersons

. without economic aim, or to,be a nembder of such association, ) . L
The same holds good for trust funds unless they are specially es- SR ) o

tablished for Jews or Jews .are the only bersons to benefit from
then, : ) :

: €
This ordinance to come into force as from January 1, 1942,."
Under this new decree it was virtually possible. to close any and -

every avenue of occupation to Jewsgyigggggq"gggngxgadnwfﬁFurtharmnrn,

it zave employers the right to discharge & Jew on the first of any nonth
with 3 nonths! notice even if contracts to the contrary existed. -The 7
measure concerning servants, vhich seemed innocent enough, was, in actu-
~al fact, the cause of many imprisonments. Aryans’ were still perritted :
to clenn or work in offices also if the prenises were located . in the liv. -
ing ouarters, - Thisg led to innumerable denunciations, ete, Thus, two
friends of mine were ivprisoned through denunciations because the char- =~ = Al S
woman who cleaned their office also cleaned the pasbagé leading to the ~ = - .- L :

living auarters, They vere both imprisoned for six weeks, but,,fgrtunaf
tely, released after that, - ' )

In November 1941, special
Cistricts in Amsterdam
use of all oth

Jewish markets were opened in thres -
wiere only Jews were allowed to sell and buy, the
er markets; therefore, being forvidden to themy- - -~

In dugust 1941, the firm of Lippmaan-Rosentlial was reorganized ) e
by the Germans to become the Central Bank- for all-Jewish.property, . This- -
firsg "Lippmann-Rosenthal edict dated August 1941 was to contain the ...~
first régulations tovards a complete coﬁfiséation,pf Jewish—property,
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The leading people in the management of the “bank were all Germans
or Nazis, a very important part being played by a certain Mr. Flesche ‘ : :
(a former partner of the first class banking firm of Rhodius Koenigs ) ' i
& Co. ~ the other partners of which firm were above suspicion),’ - e T !
Unfortunately,’this first Lippmann-Rosenthal edict which ap- L B
peared in August 1941 is not in my possession., If I remember rightly, - .
it required the registration of all real estate and the depositing of -
cash exceeding 1,000 Guilders, At that time, Lippmann~Rosenthal had
opened accounts for all the people who had made deposits and they’
gave to these people monthly varying amounts for living expenses to
a maximum of 1,000 Guilders and also additional amounts for rent,
doctors' accounts, taxes, ete, ’

‘For guite some time after the first Lippmann-Rosenthal ordin- ] . S
ance the pretence of an ordinary banking account was kept up for the F ’ b
various "clients", People were informed of the fact that their shares ; -
were sold, Thus, for instance, Royal Duteh, and American and Bast In- -
dian shares were sold even without a "ketting verklaring' so that even
the nominal proceeds were only about 3/4 of the value or even less. .
These shares were replaced by Dutch loans vhich had been issued after
the occupation,

In many cases when a firm or business was sold the account was - ;
credited with the amounts realized (alwvays ridiculous amounts) and before : ’ ;
the edict of May 23, 1942, peoplé were paid 4% yearly of the amount re- ) : ' :
alized for living exmenses so that in 25 years the whole capital would
have been paid out without any interest or anything. Thus, for instance, -’
if, say, a cottage was sold - of course without the owner's permission - . C
for 10,000 Guilders, he would be paid 400 GL, and his sccount would be Sl
debited accordingly, The charges made by L,~R, for administrative ex- Lk -
beises were simply ridiculous but anyhow nobody took any notiee of
their account with L,-R,, rightly confidering this to be a mere tTavesty
of a banking account, - : :

The right to rent safe deposit boxes had for some time been
taken away from the Jews and they were do longer able to have them, Ex-
isting safes were confiscated, Jews being forced to hand over the con-

tents as far as.they fell under the above-mentioned L.-R, regulation
to that firm, - :

On May 23, 1942, an even more shattering blow was aimed at all
Jewish property, the measures being embodied in a regulation which, in
view of its importance I quote fully hereunder, This was the famous
second Lippmann-Rosenthal decree, and read:- I -

"Decree dated 23rd May, 1942, T

- from the Rykscommisaaris for the Occupied Netherlands Territory,
ip respect of the Treatment of Jewish Assets . B RIS
containing, among others, the following stipulations:— : R

Claims of any kind must be notified in writing to the banking firm. . -
of,LippmannfRosenﬁhal & Co,, Amsterdam, if at the time at which this
regulation comes into operation, or at-any time thereafter, these
claims belong wholly or in part, whether legally or economieally, :
to a person who is a-Jew, or considered a Jew within, the meaning of ~ -,
the provisions of Art.4 of Regulation No.  189/1940 Teparding regiss’
tration of business firms, = . - CeT IR
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The above provisions are not awplicahie to claims of a firm which ) o ‘
had already had to register under Regulation No. 189/40. :

The registrations of claims existing at the moment at which this
regulation comes into operation shall be effected not later than
3Nth June, 194”. C(laims arising »fter the coming into operation
of this regul~tion, or the arising of which comes at a later date
to the knowledge of the verson who must register shall be notified
within ons week.

CASH, STOURITIZS BTC. of over Fl. 250 must be handed over.

Assets of a total value exceeding Fl. 250 which were not liable so fer

must be paid in, deposited wr transferred without delay not later

than 30th June, 1942, in accqrdance with the provisions of Art. 1 of
Rezul-tion Ng. 148/1941 ‘This regulsation doss not aonly if the total .
value of cash, cheques, securities, berk balances and deposits to . /
‘which the memberq of one honusehold are entitled at the moment at
which this regulation comes into force does not exceed two hujidred
fifty florins. .

Clains and other rights to which the members of one h-usehold are
entitled may be reallﬂed up to a total of two hundred fifty florlns
per month.

#

ART TRTASURZTS, ETC. rmust bs handed over.
Collections of a2ll sorts of objects of =rt, and all obJects of gold,
platina, silver, also jewsllery, nearls and precious stones, cut or
uncut, must be handed over to Messrs. Lippmann, Rosenthal & Co.,
bankers, if they belong legally or- econonicnlly to one of the perqons
enumerated in Art. 1.
Excepted are: - .
1. Personal wedding rings or those of .a deceased spause. . :
2. Silver wrist or pocket watches ‘in pirsonal use.
3. Uszd cutlery, it being understood. tdht each member of thb house~
hold of the owner keeps four pieces, viz. knife, fork, spoon
and dessert sppon.
4. Dentnal fillings of Drﬁcious metal in personal use,

The handing over must take place without delay, not later then 30th
June, 1942. If the goods are acauired at a later dste, they must be
handed over without delay, within a week of their acouisition. Bach
person must give full and true info-mation in reply to any encuiry
made by Messrs. Linpmann, Rosenthal & Co, in the course of the exer-
cise of their funtions under this regul=tion or Regulation N,.148/1941.
Books, proofs or other documents must be delivered at the' request of

the Bankcrs. If horses, vehicles or vessels belong legallv: or-sconom— ks
ically to any verson mentinoned in this re gulation they must be regis—
tered in writing with the "Centralstelle ﬁuvy—Ju#dlscheAAﬁSWaﬁ&erﬁng" ——
at Amsterdam, not 19ter than SOth June , 1942. '

He who contravenes or evades the nrov131ons of thls regulation or who
intentisnally withholds from registration assets falling under this
regulation or under ‘regulation No. 148/41 will ve punished with impri-
sonment -of not more than 5 years and an unlimited fine or either of.
the punishments. If the contravention took nlace as a result of

- negligence, imprisonment of not more than on= year or m fine of not
mors than one hundred thousand florins may be 1mpos9d

\

The regulatlons contained in this ordinance come 1nto forcu as from
May'23 1942.h - )
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This second #ict allowed a maximum of 250 Guilders per family
per month, all extra allowances for rent, doctors's fees etc. being
stoon=d. Jews were at thrt time no longer exmected to vay taxes. Tm-
ployers of Jews were expected to take measures not to vav out more than
- 25" Guilders a month for a family, excessive amounts had to be denosit—
ed by the emnloyers with ‘Lin»mann~Rosenthal.

Curiously enough, while everybody expected that a control actiom
of how a household (which perh~-s paved 150 Guildsrs monthly for rent
cnly) managed with 250 Guilders would be started and while it was then
foreseen that many peovle who could not give a satisfactory explanation
would be trapped through this ordinance, in oractice that never hanvened,
probablv because soon aft<r the second L.-R. ordinsnce the devortations
set in, sq that anyhow all Jewish property was, to an ever-increasing mea-
sure, confiscated, Jews being robbed of all they possessed. -

It was between the first and second Lippmann-Rosenthal ordinance,
I believe some tims in January 1943, that the "J.R. ", which had up to
then financed its activities by contributions from Jews, as explained
in another chapter, was prohibited frém making any collections and was - #
then financed by Lippmann~Rosznthal. I remember that it was Prof. Cohen
who used to go and comductthe negotiations about the amounts which were
to be paid monthlv to the great disgust of theheads of ‘the Pinancial .
- Department who probablv thought that they undefstood these financial
matters better than Prof. Cohen., At any rate I believe they managed fin~'
ally to join in the negotiations. The Lump sum given was then alloted
by the Financial Committee of the "J.R." to the various departments snd
generally speaking it was possible to pay for the "J.R.M admlnistratlve
machine until the last. Some cuts had to be made in the alreadv very - - .
sm2l) salarles; but I, for one, had a smdll secret fund out of which I . f{ S
was able to help emdloyees in my devartment who were in need. As far as ’
I mow, more or less all the heads of depmrtments did the same. -

As alresdv exnla1ned after the 23rd of ”ay, 1942, people were ex-
pected to live on 2350 Guilders a month. Wovw it goes without saying
that this was impossible -and everv Jew h~d “black" moneyv, many of them
selling such valuables as carmets, antiques, etc. to Zet the cash needed
for their dailwv life.. As all Jewish belongings from the cup Jews were-
uvsing down to the bed they were sleeping in and the blankets which cover—
ed them were supposed to telong to the German State, onlv.havinz been
lent to them for use, everv sale of anything whatsoeve? was punishable.
Moreover, to an =ver-increasing degree Jews placed valuable furniture and
belonglngs with Arvan friends who were quite commonly called the "Bewarisrsi
a word which has wrobablv come to stay in the Dutch _langusge.  ®ver so
many people got into trouble over these transactlons because frequently,
either through stupiditv or informants, such acts became known to the
Germadns and no matter what the value of the things taken out of the Jew-
ish house would be, the Jews were immediately brought to W'bork with

. - their families, practically alwavs with an "SY which generally, of

course, meant deportatlon. -

A great blow was struck at the Jews when wuite suddenly, in the C et
-winter of 1943, without any vpreliminary warning, the 1000 Guilder notes '
were declared .to be invalid. They could only be used to nay taxes and
could only be changed in the- post office or in the offices of the tax R
eollsctors, the right dbeing given, if a large- number of them was presented - -
for change, to- enquire-into their origin. As manV of the Jews who were
Munder" lived on "black" money which_they actually had in cash and .often’
in 1000 Guilder notes,.it may be easily imagined what a terrible predicam—
—ent these people were in. - Thev -could not -come out of- thelr hldlnf plac




- 31 -

- to make the nece r arrangements; thev very ofti were in hiding
with quite simple people, peasants or working people, whom they could
not vefy well entrust with such transactions and who could not anyhow
present a large amount without arousing suspicion, so that through
this simple measure not only was a great deal of Jewish money lost but
also-again a great many Jews got into trouble. (Incidentally, many
people in the "black market" were hit). .

There was very soon a black market for 1000 Guilder notes and-
gradually their value decreased from 70" to lrter 200 or 30N Guilders.
I thought myself luckv that I was able to-change thehoney I had, nortly
my o n partly belonging to the JDC, at the rate of 70" Guilders.
An amount of 40,000 Guilders of JDC money which I had put aside for use
in -msrgencies- and which had been given to a Christian firm with the
undsrstanding that I would not use it until after the war and which firm . o
could not, without getting into trouble at that time, change this amount i o
which did not appear anywhers- in their books, is still lying in Holland o
at his moment. :

In the beginning of 1942, »ll propertv belonging to Jewish trust
funds, organizations etc., hnd been confiscated and the money had been
given to Lippmann-Rosenthal. It is difficult to give an exact figure,
but I have been told bv various veople who ought to be able to know
this thnt the total capital of those orgenizations, trust funds, orhhane
ages, old age homes, etc. etc., was 300 Million Guilders. Frankly speake
ing, this seems to e to be-a very high amount as compsred with the
amount of Jewish property, but it is the amount which was generally mention~
ed. ; - -

While it is not possitle to give an exact idea of the amount of. ] )
vroverty owned by Jews in Holland, it is safe to say thot, roughly «speak- Lo -
ing, it amounted to about half a miliard Guilders {as commared wiph the . 4
totsl Dutch "Vermogen" of 20 milliards). This estimnte does not include '
the value of vaintings, antiouds and sucﬁilike possessions. It was never
vossible to get a statem nt of how much exactly was deposited with L.-R.,
but most people who may be considered experts on these questions believe
that between 30" and 47" million Guilders had been demosited with them
in actvwal cash, shares and house vroverty.

A Nazi banker gave, as early as May 1941, the number of Jewish

businesses which he thought would be eligible for Aryanization as he~
ing between 20,000 and 25,000. And Van Masdyk, the secretary for the
organization of economic life in the Netherlands, gave, in the spring

" of 1942, the following figures regarding the liouidation of Jewish
oroparty and the handing over of Jewish businesses; He wrote that of - -
the 21000 Jewish enterprises which had been registered about 10,000 -
had better disappear -altogether as this would be of great advantage to
the remaining Arvan trade. “bpout 8,000 Jewish enﬁerprises had been S
Aryanized on their own accord and many members of Borrds etc. had slready -
resigned. Whether or not such Aryanizations were not onlv according to
the wording but also to the spirit of the law would have to be checked.
He mentioned an amount of 150 millions as representing the value -of .
Jewish real estate and land and believed the capital in Jewish hands to

. be ‘about.another 150 million Guilders. '

In September 1942 the insurance cémpanies were expedted to en~ .
‘quirs from their clients whether or not they were Jews:” This wAag-"ro= ..
bably done in order %o check up whether all the-various insuranee policies - -
had been deposited with L.-R, in ascordance with the instructions. =~

At any rate, soon after this last ordinance. was published, ths dé: —
‘portations started. andthe .general disorganization of Jewish 1ife with =
© 7 deportations, forced_mo#ings,,goipg,"under"u'etc. etc.,ggéumedaSuch pro=
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portions that ver ew Jews could continue to 2o & it their busie

ness in a regular way excent perhaps

those working in the few remaining Jewiéh ahbps.

While thus Jewish property was confiscated all round, the .
chances to-'earn a living became more and more restricted. "I am giving
hereunder the working of a decree dated the 30th :June, 1942, whieh,

after many diletory measures finally

ness, practice, etc. etc. This immortant ordinsnce read as followss -

" INSTRUCTIONS -dated 30th June, 1942,

from the Rykscommissaris for Netherlands Occupied Territory.
re Prohibition of the Exercise of Various Professions by Jews.

those working for the "J.R.", and

barred Jews from all trade, busi- -

Under Art. 2 of Regulation No. 198/194) regarding restrictions on the
exercise of various .professions by Jews I hereby decrees-

Art.1. Jews are not allowed to work.as auction master, pawnbroker,

employment agent for labour

and tax adviser, drugzist, marriage broker or guide to . ) /

foreigners.

Art.2., Jews are not allowed to work wss accountant, in the field of

denominational education or
fessions unless the work be

Para-therapeutical profession in the sense of the previous
section means the profession of teacher of hygienic gymnast—
ics, of natural healer, oculist, chiropodist (manicure and .
. pedicure, trussmaker, massewr, beauty specialist and hair— S

dresser.

Art.3(1)Jews are not allowed to be hrwkers ﬁpart from the trade in

0ld metals, rags and waste.

_(2)In the area of Amsterdam or

may be exempted from the restrictionsf@f the first section
at the request of the representative of, the Rykscommissaris
for the Municipalitv of Amsterdam. Fees are payable for the

exemption,

Art.4. Work in the meaning of Articles.l and 2 and work for which

no exemption under Art. 3 exists or is obtained may be carried
on till the 31st July, 1942,

a contract existing at the time this regulation comes into

force.

Art.5(1)Jew in the meaning of this instruction

Jew or sonsidered a Jew under Art.4 of Regulation No.189/1940 - V%Ai;f = ;,it,,
regarding the registration of tusiness firms. L .

(2)Acts in contravention of the - .
will be punished-in accordance with punishments laid down in . R

Art. 6 of Regulation No. 138/1941 regarding Public Securitv as
amended by Regulation No. 182/1941. .

Art.6. These instructions come into force on

‘mulgation.

The Hague, 30th June, 1942, EREES
" For the Hykscommissaris of Nethsrlsnds
Occupied Territory.
- Dr. Hans Fischbock™

Commissioner General for

or professional jobs, financial I

in the para-therapeutisal wro-
performed on behalf of Jews only.

3

in certain parts thereof Jews.-

&

¢,

insofar as this be done under

is anyone who is a

provisions of these instructions %

the day of their pro-

Financial agg;?coﬁg@ic Affairs .
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Curiously enough, as mentioned in other varts of this revort,
a fairly large Broup of Jews in the metal trade continued 51l the time
to buy metal on the black market for a German called Capt. Schuster,

. On the lst of January, 1943, th- firm of Lipnmann-Rosenthal

stopved all payments to Jews, the respective department of the "J.R, I
beihg exvected to take over each and every vpavment to Jewish house~

holds.. Out of the lump sum which the "J.R." used to get monthly from
L.-R., the maximum of 250 Guilders to households had to be met, a cert~
ain amount always being earmarked for this purpose. It may easily be
imagined what utter confusion this caused; as the "J.R." was not allow-
ed to see the books of L.~R,, it was completely impossible to check up
whether or not anybody had any account at L.~R. or to verify the amounts
d=posited there, Although naturally many people complained about the
treatment thev received at the hands of thé TJ.R. ", I think it is a fact
~-thet the organization of a tremendously important qnd difficult tas'- which
had to be taken over at extremely short notice was really a very remark- 7
able piece of work. Mr. Krouwer was at that time still haed of the Finan- /
~cial Department and I think a great deal of the credit for this work is '
due to him. As mentionsd before, a few months later he became Arvanized

and handed over the work to his collegues Paul Hendrix and Mr. van Raalte.
Thse two. were eventuallv entrusted with the liquidation of the finaﬁcial
transactions of the "J.R.¥, alwayvs réceiving leave from W!bork for that
ourpose. In which way the Financial Committee did finally settle with the
Germans I do not know, as I had to leave Holland at » time when the afore-
mentionad members of the Financial Committee were actually in Amsterdam
"still occupied with the liquidation. !

o

Before that- time Lippman~Rosenthal had vractically ceaszd to .
e:ist; mobody knows what hapvoened to:.the documents and shares deposited.
there. As to the cash, valuables, collections etc. 'it is of course to be
surmised thrt thess went the way of all Jewish property into the packets
of some individual Germans or Nazis, or. cast into the fatherland.

M
o

In order to make what follows quite.iclear I have to go right
back to & time soon after the occuvation and mo~e or less give the
history of the Emigration Department. The "migration Department, of .
which I had been the head ever since 1933, was extremely busy after the
German occupation because in ever increasing numbers Jews tried to get
visa for the then neutral countries »nd in the hove of still being
able to emigrate wia Spain or Portugal. ©Frisk trade was going on, part-
icularlyin visa for Cuba and Chile. Peonle were éncourazed to get visa
because the official attitude of the GePmans seemed to Indicate that it
was their desire to encourage the emigmation of "Jews from Hollend in the-
same way as had formerly teen done from Germany, Austria and Czecho-Slova~
kia. Our emigration office as well as the offices of such firms as Hoovman
& Schuurman, the travel bureau with which we had done business for many -
years, and the offices of the (German) firm Brasch & Rothenstein were
all over-~run by Jews wishing to emigrate. In the German Visa Department
there was actually a large advertisement of 3. & R. hanging on the wall,
advising Jews to go thefe in emigration questions. The man in charge of
this. department at B. & R. was a young Dutch fellow hy the name of :ester-_ '
ning. Naturally we had to do a ‘ereat deal with him and . I mention his -~ 7
name tecause from tlhie very first dav on Westerning uscd his con51derab1e
business astutensss and energy for ﬁhe advancing of- JPWlSh emlgratlon
schemes. After I had svoken to him » few times I made up my migd thet I
oould trust-him. 1 did so unreservedly and never regrettedrit because,
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as will de shown later, this cooperation was instrumental evenw .

tuslly in saving a great many Jews from deportation. He was ouite

young, very fair, of simple extraction and very little sthooling,

but his abilities were sugh that he made very rapid advance in his

firm so th»t he could take even guite far-reaching deeisions without

our having to fear that his firm would go back on him. The Cermans

had teken a distinet liking to him,but I knew that he used the fact

that he could and did mix freely with them only to our advantage. The

firm of Brasch & Rothenstein had naturally very influential business
relations amongst the Germans. o

In the beginning it had not been clearly defined which of the
German departments would eventuallv be responsible for Jewish affairs.
At that time not so much the §.5., as certain pesple sitting in the
general visa department in the Wan Eeghen Street as well as some milit~
ary people in The Hague were entitled to and actually did issue exit /
visa for Jews. Particularly with the military sestion Westerning was i
very friendly anl it was with their connivance that as late as August
1941 the last group of legal Jewish emigrants got away.

When Jewish affairs came definitely into the hands of a special
5.8. department which started work about July 1941, Westerning, although
he knew and had access to the S.S. people, continued to work with the
military authorities. I never enquired too much into the backgzround but
believe that thehigh connections his important German firm had in Germany
helped him greatly. As with everything else, the military lost in its
struggle with the S.5. regarding Jewish questions and thus 1t came about
that Westerning was not able later any more actually to put through his
emigration chemes, His German connections were, however, as will be
told later on, sufficlently powerful at least to procure for the Jewish
group he was interested in the much coveted safety stamp 120 0No*), thus
saving them from deportation.

w, ~
+
)

Anyhow, {B the summer of 1940 the- Emigration Depar tment was ex—
cessively busy with preparations for emigration whieh, in most cases,
led to nothing. For, generallv speaking, the exit visum was not granted
and it was clear that the Germans had not had definite instructions as-
to the wav in which they were to handle the provertyouestions of those
Jews wishing to emigrate. The above-mentioned office in The Hague some.

times managed to get an exit visum for a few individuals or small grouns -

who then got away but this mwas negligible sompared to the problem as a
whole.

Then in March 1941 we received a visit of two Jews from Prague -~
Edelstein and Friedmsn ~ who -told us that thev had been delegated to
visit us by the "Centralstelle fuer Juedische Auswanderung® in Prague °
" which was dealing with the whole Jewish problem in Czecho-Slovalkia. They

told us that a similar 8.8, office would be opened in Amsterdam, that the :
emigration forms which were to be used in Holland would be modelled on
those in use in Czecho~Slovakia and that their orders were to make us
acquainted with the contents of tlse questionnairés as well as with the
_general procedure. By thet time, as has been exgained elsewhere in the
revort, the "J.R." had come. into existence in Holland. Edelstein was

in fact the president of the "J,R." of Czecho-Slovakia;, while Friedman's
positlcn may be compared with that subsequently hald in Holland by Dr

-

-

T
-

(*) What exactly the 120, 000 stamp 88 'well as the nature of the office -

- &alled "Expositury and the personalify of its diresctor, Dr. Sluzker

were, is fvllv gone 1nto latet on in the report. :
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Sluzker. The EZmigration Department had become_automatiCally'a part

of the "J.R.V (Incident@lly, it was one ‘of the abnormatities of the
Jewish position in Holland but one indiceting the lay of the land that
right up to the last the relief devartment Sor German Jews was run

quite separately from thot Handling the relief for Dutch Jews, although -
both were departments of the YJ.R.M), .

Any feelimgs of misgiviggs I might at first have had agaiﬁst
Edelstein amd Friedman— Jews visiting us at the ordems of the Gestavo ~.
soon gave place to a feeline of appreciation, particularlv for Bdel- .
stein, I do mt lknow what estimetion Czecho—Slovakian Jewry has of him
and his activities but I can onlv say thmt when he initiated me into
this new work he mainly taught me how to obstruct and delay. I was al-
ready apnalled and emused 2t the number of forms he showed me and which
had to be filled in for each case separatelyv, but later it avveared thet
in Holland the number was vastlv augmented by the so-called Liovmann-
Rosenthal (L.-R.) forms so that with us for each case something like
30 and later 40 separate forms had to be filled in. Whereas my dealings
with Edelstein and Friedman concerned mainly the future emigration of
Jews, thsy had many talks with Prof. Cohen in his crpreity as vresident
of the "J.R.", warning him ns to the taslz whichlayahead of him. In
Czecho-Slovakia the notorious Tichman was in charge of handling the Jew-
ish question and he, a close associsrte of Himmler snd at the same time
a good connoisseur of the Jewish question, was a prriiculsarlyv vicious
spzcimen of the S.S. Although it was probahle that those who would be
put incharge in Holland might not be ‘guite as bad, still Bdelstein'did-
not seem to haw many illusions on this subject. I think it was he who
told Prof. Cohen that he would vrobably be made the mouthpiece of such
dreadful news concerning the Jews that he would become hated and despised-
by his own peovle. This was said at a time, it must be remembered, when
actual devortations had not taken niace '

A few weeks later, I think about. . the m1dd1e of April 1941 I was
called to see a high S5.S5. official, “a'mar called Zoenf, who questioned
me about the possibilities of emigration. I told him that I thought
quite a mumber of Jews either were already in possession of valid viaa
for countries overseas o~ could still procu-e them but thet emigration
had, since the occupation, not been possidle because of the withholding
of exit permits.- Zoepf thereunmon asked me how I thought the difficulty
of nassa~e monev could be dvercome and. I told him that that questisn too
2ight be shle to he settled +ith the.aid of the J7C.. I exvlained to

him that such.dollsr amounts as nmight nossibly be made available for Jeww e

ish =migration from Holland would, however, be held in a neutral country -
to.be used exclusively for massazes after the Jews had actually left Ger-
many and that on no account would any dollers be available for wovk in
occupied Holland. It was thereumon ~srranged that I should go to Lisboh -
. and try to get as large a credit as wnossible for the above-mentioned .
purpose. If I was successful, Zoenf asserted emigration could commence.
He also told me, I believe for the first time officially, -that a sopecial
office, the "Centralstelle fuer Juedische Auswanderung!, would be estab-
lished for thst nurpose anml would start work shortly. He teld me that -
the necessary emigratlon forms had already been vrinted.

I left soon, travelling to 3erlin by train and flying from there
to Madrid and ulsbon where I had exactly one week, g01ng back in the'

_same way - s

The last time I-had been in Berlin was immediately after\th“ be~
. ginnirg of the war in September 1939, Although I had vaguelw. heard: from.
contact people wlho used to go to Berlin for me GCCa51ona11v t19t “things
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had become very much worse there, I was appalled when I saw the actual
change, The above-mentioned notorious Eichman was actuallyin Berlin -
at that time., Hirsch, Seligsohn and Brasch were in a concentration camp
and Paul Epstein, who was in charge, was so harrassed that he was only

a shadow of his former self. Continuing the work in the seme spirit as
the German Jews had doné it through all those difficult years, he felt

- certain that he would, not for the first time, be soon put again into a
concentration camp,

I went to the Emigration Department to speak to Cora Berliner,
Hanna Kaminsky (both since deported to Poland) and Loewenstein, who
was killed soon after by a bomb., 41l round it was bad news which I
brought to Mr, Troper, the then Buropean Director of the J,D.C. in Lisbon,

In Lisbon, Mr. Troper and I soon came to a satisfactory arrange- - {
ment regarding the dollar credit for Holland and thereafter this week ) j
in Lisbon was a wonderful holiday particularly in view of the fact that
many of my friends, who had only recently left Holland, were still there
waiting for passage, I also spoke thetre once more to Mr, and Mrs. Trone ) p
who had been in Holland as recently as January 1941, choosing candidates & i
for the Domingo Settlement Scheme. Believing then the prospect of actual
emigration from Holland to be very bright, he promised me to send as many
Domingo visa as he possibly could., All round I had the feeling that-or-
ganizations as well as individuals would grant us the utmost assistance
and do what they could to alleviate our pdésition,

When I returned to Berlin Brasch had died and the prospect for
release of Hirsch and Seligsohn had become very muth worse, Their ulti-
mate deaths in the camps is known history but I should like once moTe to ) E
salute them here because they died true hemes in the Jewish cause,. T 2

When I came back to Amsterdam, I waé;}mmediately called to the -
S.5. to report fully not only on the resulds of my visit but also on . T
every movement I had made while abroad., It appears that I had been closely . ... | .-.- B
watched, but as I had been expecting something like that, I had been very - '
careful about the places I went to, not calking on the Butch Consulate or : -
any other Dutch official, even privately., Zoepf said that he did not
think the credit I had procured would be anywhere sufficient to meet the
demand, but I made it clear that it would not be difficult to get replenish—
ments once the emigration was taking place, -

) By now it was May 1941 and preparations for the establishment of

the "Centralstelle" were under way. It appeared that it necessitated. the
establishment of a new office called the "Expositur', The meanin: of this
word has never been clear to any of us but evidently this was the name
such an office had been called by in Vienna as well as in Prague. It

was ‘therefore familiar to the Germans and they introduced it - the name
and the institution - into Holland, T

When the creation of the new office was discussed, it was believed

that its main function would be in connection with emigration. I . sugges~

ted to put at its head Dr. Sluzker, an Austrian of considerable. intelligence S
-and & born diplomat. Originally he had been interned in one of the camps )
as an illegal;refugee:" Soon the camp  inhabitants had chosen him- to act

for them in all matters concerning their emigration and in this capacity

he had regularly regeived leave to visit the Amsterdam head offide and dis-
cuss emigration problems with us there. Finally we had found him so ‘useful -
that we had kept him in the office, always succeeding in getting his leave.
extended.- Until the German occupation his position was therefore such




. 37.—7> T .

that he was really a camp inhabitant on leave and 1 remember that every time
when his leave expired we had a new struggle to get it extended, After the
German occupation, however, this was forgotten and he remained permanently
in Amsterdam. He married in May 1940 the secretary of Dr. Moser, a Mrs,
Rappaport, quite a young woman who had by her natural intelligence managed
to work her way up and:who held by then a good position in our office. I
mention this because the couple Sluzker-Rapaport were to play.such an im-
portant part later on that it is almost certain that after the war their’
names will be mentioned in case the activities of Jews who played prominent
parts during the occupation will be gone intos

The "J.R.", whose members took an interest in appointments, wanted a
Dutch citizen to be head of this department, I therefore mentioned Mr,
Leo de Wolff, a young layer, likewise from my office, and these two were
put in charge of the "Expositur", As soon as the German "Centralstelle! .
started to function and the "Expositur' was called upon to fulfil its /.
task of go-between, it appeared that Leo de Wolff was guite unequal to
be the manager and automatically Dr. Sluzker became responsible, For,
as it was soon appareit that the "Expositur" was destined to be the go-
between for all "J.R.,% guestions, and not for emigration only, it was
likewise necessary to have at its head a German or ever preferadbly an
Austrian like Sluzker who understood the language and the mentality.

Some time in July 1942 the "Centralstelle" started to function
and although it had been at the heginning supposed that it would deal
with emigration only, it very soon appeared that practically all Jewish
measures elther found their origin thére or, if they had been ordered
from higher up, the execution or control was entrusted to them,

After a few early changes both as o buildings and personnel the
"cantralstelle" finally requisitioned a large school in Amsterdam Zuid
and the Gestapo officer in charge was Hauntsturmfuehrer Aus-der Funnten
(A.L.F ) who, as far as I know, is stllI*there. .

The first big job this office did wag‘to order the registration
of Jews for emigration purposes, Whereas.in the beginning this was
taken to mean that those were supposed to Tegister who could and intend-
ed to emigrate (i.e. people with valid visa or expecting them shortly).
the order was soon given that, while the Dutch Jews were allowed to re-~
gister as a first step to emigration, non-Dutch Jews were forced to do so,
The assertion was made from various quarters that isscher and Cohen had
inspired this decision to make the non-Dutch Jews register first. I do
not know whether this is true, Furthermore, I think that, from the
Dutch point of view, there was perhaps some justification even if they
had done so., After all, although many of the foreign Jews had- settled -
down in Holland considering it to be their permanent home, many of them
had always intended to go overseas eventually, whereas at that time the
majority of the Dutch Jews, partidularly the proletariat, considered the
idea of leaving Holland of their own free will, fantastie. It was.only -
a few thousand well-to-do Dutch Jews who had, after their frustrated -
hopes on the day of capitulation, continued to try to emigrate.

It must be said for Cohen and Asscher that never for one moment
during the whole time of the Gccupation did they entertain ideas of
either em1grat1ng or "going under",
To thé emigration office fell tbe task of organizing this work.' T
" Very soon it appeared that it .vas a tremendous undertaking, Whereas the : . °
“Emigration Departmeﬁt had up to now, only occupied a-certain- number of




- 38 -

rooms in the "Lijnbaansgracht", very soon all the other departments had

to move out and the entire huge building was given over exclusively to

the Emigration Department, which popularly became known simply as 11,3 yn-
baansgracht" in the same way as the "Expositur", having been forced by the
Germans to choose offices at a stone's throw from the "Centralstelle!

was soon to be called everywhere after its domicile, "Jan van Eijekstraat!,

Gradually nearlyZZOO people worked in the "Lijnbaansgracht!,
about-50% of whom had Dutch nationality. It is important to remember this
because it was going to play a certain role later on, '

The registration consisted in the meticulous filling out of the
incredibly large number of 30 to 40 forms., About half of them referred
to personal questions as to ancestry, former occupations and residences,
etc, ete., whereas the other half were the notorious Lippmann~Rosenthal
forms.. The pretence of emigration.was carried through so._far that.one

of the lists to he completed was the so-called "luggage 1ist" on which
the people had to fill in exactly what they were intending to take along
on the lines of an allowed minimum, Curiously enough, it was this list
which very often seemed to be the greatest stumbling block, Some people
took hours, hesitating whether to take a blue or grey costume, etc, ete.

S,

The economic measures, ahout which I have already spoken, in
another part of this report, had been enacted before this time, There-
fore the Lippmann-Rosent:al(L-R) forms had to be strictly in accordance’
with the amount of deposits, information, etc. given to L.-R, Moreover,
the tax returns for the last six years had to be added; last but not
"least it was, particularly for the Germans, often an extremely difficult
thing to explain the financinl transactions at the time of their leaving
Germany (f.i, the capital they had taken out of Germany, the capital
they had used for establishing busingsses in Holland, the money they
had lived on since, etc. etc,) Considering all this the completion of
these forms, particularly for people With some means, was an exceedingly
difficult and complex business, T, ' -

3,

I had in the "Lijnbaansgracht' a group of 40 employees - lawyers,
banking specialists, accountants - called the "Referenten'. The practice
was for people to call for a set of forms, They took these home and
did the best they could with them and brought them back to us, Here a
lawyer from Berlin, who was almost a genius at the job, saw almost at a
glance what were the particular difficulties of the particular case and
distributed them amongst the "Referenten! accordingly,s Young lawyers
or men who had not a great deal of experience handled the simple cases
in which little property was involved whereas the complicated cases
were assigned to the more experienced amongst the "Referenten". - Besides
financial difficulties there were, of course, sometimes complications N
of a more personal nature! thus, for instance, the contraction of a now-
Jewish marriage even abroad remained a punishable offence for people hold~-
ing German, Austrian or Czech passports, in accordance with the Nuremberg
laws of 1935. Amongst the YReferenten' was one man who ‘specialized in
"Rassenschande" and it was his pride that none of the cases which had -
gone through his hands had afterwards been prosecuted by the Germans,

When, with the aid of the "Referenten®, the forms had been filled
in they were typed in the "Lijnbeansgracht", more than 100 typists being
needed for this task only. The forms were then once nore controlled as. .
to their accuracy. This group of "controllers" consisted of about.50 -
people, all of them also with business, légal or accountancy expérience,
because it was of the utnost- importance that’there should not be:the o
slightest discrepancy or doubits about the statenents. This last cofitrol, -
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which was always carried out in the presence of the applicant, was done
with meticulous care and generally took hours, When this was finished
the applicant went to a room where he was told on what day and time he
had to go with his papers all neatly arranged in a special folder to the
"Exnositur!, from where he was conducted by one of the people working
there to the "Centralstelle". It was expected that the head of the family
together with all adult members of the family should appeat personally,
- Whether or not this last act at the "Centralstelle" was a painful one
depended more or less on the German whom one happened to strike or on
the mood he hapnened to be in, Sometimes they glanced through the -papers
and allowed the applicants to go without further corment, whereas at other
times they were subjected to the most searching enquiries. Applicants
naturally had t0 stand, no sitting accomodation being available, They
used to get, in their own interest, exact instructions from the "Expositur"
what or what not to do at the "Centralstelle" and if they followed them

thore was generally nounpleasantness+— I they-behaved, according to the
German idea, in a disrespectful manner - puting their hands into their
pocket or leaning against the wall - they were sometimes made to stand

for an additional couple of hours, Brutalities of any kind never occurred -
and it was the pride of the "Referenten" and the controllers at the "Lijn- .-
baansgracht!" that of the about 25,000 people who were eventually regis-
tered, not a single case was arrested or prosecuted as a sequel to-the.
statements submitted,

When the "Centralstelle" started its work about 20 cases were ex-
pected to be submitted daily, This number was quickly raised to 80, 100,
150,200 to a maximum of 250 daily. Now my whole intention was to prolong
the registration and it was a daily battle with the YCentralstelle! to
wrangle about the number of applicants.we would send that day. If I re-
member rightly, the maximum we ever did send was about 220 on 3 success—
ive days after the Christmas holidays. The number of 250 was never reached
and instead of having this registration finished in about 4 months, which
had been the intention of the Germans, it was not finished until Jone 1942
and not auite finished even by then, Of Jourse, it became soon more and.
nmore - apparent that the registration was only a way to check up on Jewish
property and that it had nothing to ¢do with emigratione As a matter of fact,
the group of Jews who had got away in lugus} 1941 th rrough the offices of
Westerning (Brasch & Rothenstein) was to be the last "real' emigration.
After that, right up to the end, only single persons or families got away,
always after some "Devisen" transaction in a neutral country, the nature
of which they naturally did rot disclose.

) As has already been said, during all this time it was one constant
struggle between the "Centralstelle", which wanted as many as possible,

and our office, which wanted to give as few as possible cases a day, I

used to ring up Dr, Sluzker every morning, telling-him how many cases he .«
could expect the next day. He, who was by then anyhow in hourly touch :
with Aus der Fuenten (4.D.F.) would then try to drive a bargain and tele-
phone me back the least number he thought A.D. K. would accept. Now and

then there would be a great blow-up and I would have to appear beforz AJD.F,
personally. A couple of times he also came to the office but on the whole,
Dr, Sluzker acted as go-between and handled this matter beautifully,

We naturally also had a struggle with the publie, People were not .-
over-anxious to register,often objected to the way in which they were
1requ1red to do so by letters from the "Lijnbaanszgracht® or the Dubllcatlons
in the "Joodsche Weekblad", o . o
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As we had to deal almost exclusively with German Jews I had, soon
after the commencement of the work, asked three prominent German Jews,
Prof. Brahn, Dr. Luss and Dr, Landsberger, to act as a sort of advisory
comnittee to me and they saw, in a general way, all the publications
which were sent out and with them I discussed difficulties that some-
times arose out of the attitude of the public, On the whole, however,
the work ran smoothly enough. Once the people had been to our office
they were delighted with the way in which the services of really pro--
minent advisers were at their disposal and when after a few months it .
appeared that nothing happened, once they had been through the "paper warh,
they were not so reluctant to come, We charged a fee for the advice
given and the typing done, commencing onyy at a certain level of income
and capital and highly progressive. This was, as a rule, paid gladly
enough but sometimes was likewise the cause of friction, :

Anyhow, by about May 1942, when practically all non~Dutch Jews
had registered,.it appeared that a certain number of them {perhaps
2,000) would remain adamant and would continue to refuse to rezister.
I was about that time called to A.D.F. and he requested me to give hinm
a 1list of those German Jews who had not yet regitstered. I refused ’
this, was t0ld that he could not accept such refusal and was sent home.
The next day I was called again; he was not then alone but a secretary
was sitting there taking a protocol of everything that was being said,
and another §,S, man was.also in the room, He repeated his request and
I once more refused. He asked me why I.did not want to aive the list
as nothing was going to happen to the people, and I then told him that,
after the Wieringen incident described earlier in this report I had made
a vow never to give the names of anhy Jews to any $,S, official, He re-
peated that he had to have the 1ist, I was then again sent home and made -
some arrangements in the office and some private arrangements, fully ex- 5
pecting to be arrested soon, When I got a third call to see AD,F, a
few days later, none of the few people who kaew about this, nor L my-
self, expected that I would come baclk,” The conversation was much as it
had been the first time, A.D.F. was alone, asked me to give him the list,
I refused and he then sent me home and that was the last I heard of -the

whole matter and the last time I ever spoke to him in any official capa~
City.

As already mentioned, the registration of the foreign Jews was
nearing its end and there was a great deal of speculation what the next
step would be, Sluzker (who had by then become a very good barometer)
as well as Cohen and Asscher, judging from some conversations they had -
had with the Gestapo, all believed that the registration of the Dutch
Jews would follow immediately. It was only then that the "J.R." began _
to take an active interest in the organization of the "Lijnbaansgracht! .

‘I was asked to come to one of tha meetings which Cohen had every morning
“with his secretaries and his adviser and I was told that they wanted me

to discharge the greater number of my German employees and replace them by
Dutch ones in order to be ready for the registration of Dutch Jews, I :
said right away that I would certainly not be willing to do this but that.
I would think the matter over, I submitted a conpronise suggestion to RIS
the effect-that all the people in the "Lijnbaansgracht! who would have to = -
deal with the pubdlic were to be either Dutch Jews. or Jews who spoke :

Dutch fluently, the test to be nmade by them; the others to remain in ~

the "Lijnbaansgracht in internal services, This cofipromise was not S
‘Accepted.and there were a lot of :very heated dissussions; "It pame up be-
fore the "J,R." and although I do not know exactly what happensd, I be-. = =
lieve that-a small number of "die-hards' in the "J.R." also objected t6 -

‘my remaining at the head of this deEartmenta It is true that I had come
to quland'§5 years before and hagd held a Dutch’passpo;t,for ore than. -
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20 years, but as the “Tijnbaansgracht", with its great measure of inde-
pendence had always been rather a thorn in -their side, they took this
opportunity to try to reorganize this department (which, incidentally,
notwithstanding the fee charged, happened to be & very expensive depart-
ment) according to their wishes and I was not only not 100% Dutch but
also far too independent.,

One of the worst things about all the neetings of the "J.R," was

that everything discussed there invariably leaked out and that. the pub-

lic was, without exception, aware of whatever was daid almost before the
meetings had ended, Thus, the "Lijnbaansgracht" knew what was afoot and
among the German employees there was a considerable measure of anxiety,

It was one of the few bright spots in the history of those years that at
that time the Dutch "Peferenten" and "Controllers" together with some

of the higher officials made it known that if any of ‘their German colleagues

vere made to resign because of their passport, they would also resignien
blo¢, . : '

Prof. Cohen, who would have liked to ‘accept my compromise proposal.
mentioned above, was, on the other hand, not strong enough to get it
accepted. In all internal Jewish ouestions where the Germans did not
interfere, without excention his policy was one of vacillation. He dig,
however, oppose in the most violent terms the suggestion made by a few

members of the "J.R." that I was not Dutch enough - %0 remain at the head
of this department. : '

After thinkin- the position over for a few days I submitted my
resignation to Prof. Cohen, I had reasomed that, if I were to handle
the matter in this way, and if ‘a Dutch Jew (preferably one of the oppos-
ing "J.R." group) were to be made head of the department, this new chief
could not, if the werk were to g0 on smoothly, nake great ‘alterations
as to staff, Also I realiged -th=t I would probably be successful in con--
vincing them that if only they wolld put a well~known Dutchman at the
head, everybody would probably be satisfied. At first, Prof. Cohen ob-
Jected violently, He went even so -far as to say that if I would zo he
would go also, but I managed to maXe him understand that the. course pro-
vosed by me was by far the best in the interests of all concerned, He
finally gave in on condition that I would accept another responsible post.
He spoke of some financial controller he needed for all the various de-
partments but neither he nor I was auite clear about this at the time.:

At any rate, in the "Li jnbaansgracht", when this Cz2cision became
. known, there was considerable consternation, I held one of the very fow
complete staff meetings and in a short speech made the employees undei=-
stand that the step taken by me would be the best in their interests, .
begging them to refrain from demonstrations, deputations, ete, T

I made the followingz arrangements: the Emigration Department
to be separated from the Registration Department and to remain under
my management, As practically nobody enigrated anywhere, the department. -
hagd shrunk to almost nothing, It gave me, however, the chance to kKeep. .
an office, a secretary and a very small nucleus of a department in case .
emigration shouléd at any moment start again., The whole  change was carried - -
) out without any ill-feeling and it was arranged that I should keep my .-~
3 . " own private office and one adjoining office in the "Lijnbasnsgracht! as
well.as the girl who had been my private secretary for years. - N

It was about the béginning of June when Mr.'deaﬂqoé took over . - it
and it soon appeared that my assumntion had been rizht. "I came to the-
office every day in order to-finish of f withﬂ;he'Gefman'gaseSfandiin

N

r
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order to be there in case he needed me, but the whole machinery was -
running beautifully without me, and Mr. de Hoop did not make any clanges
as to staff whatsoever. When the registration of the Dutch Jews hgd
been envisaged, I had already sent over to the "Expositur' a few of

the German employees whom I considered to be particularly efficient,

The "Bxpositur" was always short of people and. they managed to do very
useful work there and made very good positions for themselves.

Curiously enough I felt no personal resentment. Prof, Cohen had
behaved really well over this whole question and certainly would have
liked me to come to the Kaizersgracht (the "J.R," Headquarters). On
the other hand, I knew that in view of my criticism of many of the
activities of the "J,R.", as well as my attitude towards Meyer de Vries
and all the secretaries, it would be difficult for him to find work
for me which was not of a nolitical character and would leave me suffi-
ciently free from "J.R," interferences. However, the prospect of a‘per-
iod of inactivity was rather attractive. During these difficult weeks
I had once more seen that I had many good friends; those who had work-
ed with me for years had shown me the greatest devotion. .All of thenm
had remained at their jobs, Only Mrs, Rapaport (Mrs, Sluzker) refused
to continue working there under a new "chief",

It soon became apparent how wise the decision to separate the
Emigration from the Registration Department had been, and how useful
it was that I had remained at the head of the former, ZFor, as it
turned out, the EZmigration Department was not destined to remain dorm-
ant for very long. At the end of October 1942 we had to. submit for re-
patriation to the "Centralstelle" the papers of a number of Palesti-
nians who were repatriated a few weeks later. Altogether there were,
I believe, 14 people, two families having been freed from W'bvork for
the purpose of repatriation. A former Jewish banker who also worked
for the "J.R." part of his time had worked at the office of the Swiss
Consulate regularly with regafd to cases of double nationality, At the
Swiss Consulate he saw the passports of those about to be repatrlated
to Palestine and noticed that one of the women held a Stateless pass—
port, He had enough 1mag1nat1on to see that this might be a very in-

teresting precedent and came to°me in order to discuss further possi-
b111t1esAalong these lines,

After some discussion and after I had personally spoken to
the Acting Swiss Consul in Holland, Mr. Prodillet, whom I knew, we-de-.
cided to launch upon a echeme which at that time seemed crazy enough
but in which the Swiss Consul promised to give us all assistance, We
were to subnit to him lists of meople whom we thought might be eligible
for Palestinian exchange, the names to-be forwarded through the offices

of the Swiss Embassy to both the German and the English Governments. Iﬂ;~.'

the beginning we submitted only the names of those who had either hus-
band, wife, children or parents in Palestine. These people received

from me-a confirmation on paper of the Emigration Department of the "J.R,!
reading "We confirm herewith that your name has been sent to the Swiss
Government to be forwarded to both the German and English Governments

an@ that a Palestine certificate is expected to arrive for you shortly." 'li,"'

When we saw that these statements were accepted by the Germans
and protected the people from deportation, I had a lonz discussion w1th -
some -of my Zionist friends and we decided %o~ eéxtend this action to- cover..
all those for whom, in pre-war times, certificates might have been- :

available, (This means for groups like Watikim, students, YoathAllywh
lgudah and later when we saw that the Germans made no. restrictlons as

to age, also ordijary "Hachscharah" certlficates)
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As hlready mentioned, the poésession of such a statement was
erough to keep the people in W'bsrk and therefore often a matter of
life and death. T : . :

- T thought that this was extending the responsibility I wished
“to carry alone in my cavacity as head of the Emigration Department and
therefore co-opted & few well-known Zionists to form with me a commission
which was to decide to whom to give these statements. In the beginning -
the lists had been compiled of those who had near relatives in Palestine
and were therefore automatic, whereas now we had to choose. This com-,
nittee consisted of Mr,I.Cohen-Hazn (who was, to our infinite regret,
to die in Bergen-Belsen just before he was to have been exchanged),
Marinus Kan (former President of the N.Z.B.), Jerome Hartogh (Poale Zion),
Eli Dasberg (Mizrachi), Dr. Alfred Rabau (German) and myself, This com-
mittee copsidered every single case, sometimes for hours, sometimes 3 or
4 times, before deciding about the statement. Although, naturally, we had .

to disappoint many people in not being able to consider the whole M.Z.B, '74* -

as "Watikim", it was generally recoznized that the committee's decisions
were honest and - not influenced by nepotism.

When we had first started to submit names to the Swiss Consulate,
I had also got into contact with the Red Cross, the Amsterdsm branch of
which was always extremely helpful, Without their active cooperation,
ve would never have been able to do what we did, Through the good offides
of the Red Cross we sent a number of telegrams to Palestine asking for
exchange certificates, When these telegrams started to arrive in Pales~
tine, they evidently understood immediately what was required and happily
the first list giving the names of -those who Had been given exchange
certificates arrived early in the spring of 1943 and increased the value .
of our statements tremendously, :

£

Soon after that the second list arrived to be followed at short

intervals by many more. As mentioned in the W! bork part of this report,

on several occasions the holders of ﬁglestine declarations or even cer-
tificates were sent away but on the wlhole it was one of the best papers
people could have.  In October 1943 or:thereabouts a letter arrived from
the German Foreign Department in Berlin to the effect that the names mem— ~
tioned on the first and second Palestine exchange lists were accepted

for exchange, After this the W'bork commandant did not have the right

to send these people away., Gradually all the people holding Palestine
papers were sent to Bergen-Belsen which was considered to be the exchange .
campy Inexplicably, when the first exchange of 225 people from Bergen-
Belsen actually took place, amongst those exchanged Were people whose nanes
anrpeared on the 7th or 8th lists while some who were quite eligibdble,
according to the German standard, olg people or single women, and whose
names were on the 1st and 2nd lists, were left behind, Up -to this day I

do not kmow how this exchange list was compiled and who had any inflo- = ...
ence on it, I still believe the people to have been selected haphazardly, -
"1t goes without saying that if it had not been for the splendid help
Palestine gave us in this work and the energy of Mrs, de Leeuw-Gerzon,
who had already worked on some scheme for help ever since the ‘beginning K
of the war, it would have come to nothing for if the declarations the = - -
Emigration Department gave had not, after some time, actually resulted
in bona fide certificates, the Germanqhould have sent the holders avay
‘en bloc. The greatest eredit is also due to Mr. Helmuth Mainz for his
initiative in this matter. : ' - L
- It might be interesting to know that when I artived in'Bergenf
Belsen on March 15, 1944, "of the 2500 Palestine fanily -certificates :
which had by that time been given, about 710 had been deported, 550 were
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then in Bergen-Belsen and 675 were "under' - the rest being in the hands
of Barneveld or other people still in W'bork or in Amsterdam, As many
certificates were given to children separately, the 5850 Bergen~Belsen
certificates covered about 1200 people. o

Since then a sort of myth has ariéen about this whole Palestine
exchange business but the facts as stated here give the plain story,

Probably because of the things which had recently happened, my
room was full of flowers on the 4th of July, 1942 - my birthday, It was
a beautiful room and I had loved arranging the flowers in it. In the
evening of that day I got a telephone message from Prof. Cohen to attend
an emergeincy meeting of the heads of all departments. When I pointed out
that I had guests and that moreover I was no longer a head of any real
department, -he asked-me-to-be-good—enough to attend:— I-went,

§:

The Germans had informed Prof. Cohen and Mr, Asscher that after- j
noon that Jews ‘would be called upon to go abroad and work in Germany. '
Something was said of Jews between 16 and 50 years of age but also some- -
thing had been said about sending the whole family in order to avoid -
hardships, When we asked Prof. Cohen if the people were going to be sent
to Germany, he assured us that this was the case,

The meeting became heated, for somehow we all of us in our minds
saw it as "deportations® different somehow from the way in vhich Dutch
workers were sent to Germany to work (which was bad enough).

The whole question was raised again whether or not the "J,R."
should assist also in this work of. deportation, but it was clear. from
the answers given that Asscher and:Cohen had already committed them— - -
selves to organize this work also. The use of the word "Mauthausen" ) LA
by the Germans, where in the meantime all the 700 people who had been '
brought there in February an? June 1941 respectively had died, was
sufficient to get Asscher and Colien to agree to everything,

A very long and heated discussion;took place but the result was
that the "J.R." decided to cooperate, It was after this meeting that
I told Prof., Cohen that in view of this decision I had definitely made
up my mind never to accept any new responsible post with the "J.R.! -
I felt deeply thankful that circumstances had .so shaped themselves that
I was actually free at that moment.

I came back that night into my rooém, full of flowers, and could
hardly bear the incongruity of it all. I think that I, more than any-
body else who had been present at that meeting - because of the former«
experience I had.from Vienna, Prague and Germany, realized at that
early stage what this "Arbeitseinsatz! would mean,

o Onthe 7th of .July the firstUAufrufe fuer Pelizeilichen Arbeits— S
einsatz in Deutschland" were sent out at the rate of about 800 daily. B
The first recipients were nostly young people and many of them were. Ger-
mans, These people were ordered to report at the Central Station of
- Amsterdam on the 14th of July, in work clothes, with a rucksack and
victuals for 8 days. As already mentioned, there were not only young .
people But also many families amongst these who received this order.

. 4s we had foreseen, the exéitement amongst the people was in—'fr,,:'{ o
describable, Nobody really knew what to do about it, but practically R
) evegyhody'who received such an.order first of all went. to -one or - other -
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of the offices of the "J.R.", mainly, however, to the "Expositur' in
order to discuss their chances of staying behind., The "Expositurt
was, of course, not in the least equipped to deal with such a stream
of people, As I was free I thereupon simply went -there taking Mrs,
Rapaport with me and the two of us with two others of the "Expositur®
staff who could be spared (both of whom had gone there recently from
the "Lijnbaansgracht" and were therefore used to my method of working)
simply sat down and held consulting hours for those seeking advice.

Dr, Sluzker had been told that those working for the "J,R."
¢id not need to go, Furthermore it appeared that sick people could
be retained on medical certificate. Furthermore, we found out that
people in certain industries or trades like that of diamond workers
or junk dealers in metql, or those running shops necessary for the
Jewish Community, could be retained, It was then, for the first time,
that a terrible struggle started to get a job in the NJ,R.% and it. S
was then that the practice of nepotism became so very bad, I really o
think that the "Expositur! was at that time the only office where {
people from the proletariat were talen on, For when people from the )
gnetto came to ne, laying sometimes as many as 8 "Aufrufe" on my table,
thc varents and six children having all been called up to go to work
under the police in Germany, I felt something had to be done about it, &
At that time it was still possible, if one of a family worked for the
"J.R." to save the whole family so that if we took on, say, the old~
est boy as errand boy, all the rest of the family wassaved, We- just
took the "Aufrufe", put "J,R.' on them and Dr. Sluzker took them back
to the "Centralstelle' later on.in the.evening, The same was done
with those who were testified by doctors as suffering from some dis-
ease or other. ¥Now, a position in the "J.R." was only valid if a
letter confirming the appointment had been signed by Max Bolle, This
bit of paper, which was to become fanous as the "Bolle Letter", was
at that time the most precious tﬁlnL to have, If I took on an em-~
ployee, I had therefore always to send him to the Xaizersgracht (the
head office of the "J.R,!') to zet ths appointment confirmed by Bolle,
In those days it was of the utmost value that, partlcularly after vhat
had recently happened, Bolle and othels were anxious to fall in as
nmuch as possidle with my wishes and -in that way my 3 helpers and I
were able to save, at least for some time, a great many people of the
ghetto from deportation.,

. Since all- other departments were egually creating new JObS

it may be easily imagined how top-heavy the whole organization became,
although, of course, this newv task of helping with the deportations
added a considerable amount of work to the "J,R.". As will be shown
later, new large departments had actually to be created to cope with it
while some of the existing ones, like the "Expositur" ‘and the 171 jn-
baangracht', had to be vastly enlarged. ) PRI

. As already mentioned the first "Aufrufe’ gave the people about )
R a week to zet ready. About 800 were sent out daily; this was done in such .
a way that the Germans used to give Sluzker the list of names which he ...
- transmitted to the "Lijnbaansgracht". Here, in a secret department,.
- . the names were gone through to see vhether or not they contained mems -
bers of the Asscher tribe, members of the Cohen tribe or -"J.R." workerss e
- These weré scravped, the addresses for the BiAufrufe! written in the "Lljn~fi"
baansgracht" and the original lists with the addressed eavelopss re-- S
turned via Slugker to the Germans.. The "Aufrufe! themselves were then -
..sent by registered post., Before the people were léaving- they were )
‘supposed to filY in the same reglstratlon papers wh1ch ‘had been fllled
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in previously by the non-Dutch Jews, th= usual pass photos having to

be submitted, etc,; they were supposed to leave all their belongings be-
hind, giving the key to their room, flat or house to the police author-
ities at the Central Station.

- For the first transport (which left on the night of the 14th-
15th July) not nearly the number ,of those who had received "aAufrufe"
. showed up and the transport was augmented in W'bork by about 400 of
the younger "Alte Kampinsassen'. After taking on the W'bork people,
the transport immediately continued on its ways As mentioned in the
Wibork chapter, .this was the only time a number of "A,K.I.'s" were
ever sent on transport. After that, except for individual punish-
ment cases, they enjoyed complete security and if any of them had .to
leave Wtbork at all they were sent to Theresienstadt, -

Thé first transport consisted mainly of German Jews, mostly
young unmarried people - boys-and girls.  Many peoplé went betause —~ ;
none of the dodges that soon were to be used had been thought of by i
then., The whole matter had come too sudderily. i

When it was apparent that for the second transport even fewer
people were likely to turn up, the Germans made a street raid on the ! &
15th of July; about 1500 people were taken, half of them being dis-
charged within a few hours. The other half were held as hostages with
the threat to send them to Mauthausen if not enough people would turn
up for the transports, These hcstages were kept for two days and then
suddenly dismissed., It is very likely that the talks Cohen and Asscher
had with the Germans and in which they -once more promised- to give their
fullest cooperation in trying to get the desired number of people for
the "Arbeitseinsatz" had something to do with this,

After the first transpprt the prac%ice was changed insofar as ’ . o
the people were no longer required to come to the station immediately
before the train was to leave but were dellected nightly in the gym-.
nasium of the school which housed the."CeWtralstelle", Soon after that,
however, the "Joodsche Schouwburg! was cleared for this purpose and
after that used exclusively for the detention of Jews about to be de-
ported., As no other building was allowed to be used for concerts etc.
this ended once and for all Jewish cultural life; except for the efforts
made by the Cultural Commission .of the "J,R." mentioned elsewhere. For
a little time both the "Centralstelle" and the "Shouwburgh were used,
but soon 2ll the people were invariably dbrought to the "Schouwburgh
from where, for many months to come, transports for "Wthork" were to

- leave twice a week, ’

As I have already mentioned, I had improvised an advisory .
office in the "Exnositur' and we sat there from 7:00 o'cloc¥X in the -
morning until half past 7 at night. By 8:00 o'clock all Jews had to -
be 'in their houses so that by about 7:00 the stream would end and only
Aryan friends of Jews continued to come to see us until late at night.
We had night permifs and could stay out until 12:00 o'clock. It was
at that time that Dr. Sluzker secured for me one of the very few tram . ot
permits for Jews and as this was never rescinded I was able to use it. 7"7q
right up to the end. ’ ’ ’ S

In the bYeginning, it was particularly the proletariat who came t0°
--see us and I had never yealized to what degree a large part of the Am~
sterdam Jewry were paupers. Many families came with 7-or even 8 childw
ren, all of ‘them feeble-minded, Numbers of families came .of whom 2, 3 .-
or more -were suffering from trachoma. Since my work made. it necessary =~
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for me to shake hands with them, I used to keep - althouch I am no%

by nature squeamish -~ a bowl of Lysol water under my desk and I don't
know how many times a day I dipped my hands into it, feeling absolutely
contaminated,

I renember an incident that hapoened soon after the TAufrufe!
started, It was not certain whether all junk dealers -or only those
vho collected metals were free from transport. We beliéved'only the
metal collectors to be free whereas the people themselves asserted that
all of them who were in possession  of a certain badge confirming them
to be members of the Hawkers' Association did not need to go. One morn-
ing I had at least 40 of them around me, all clamouring for me to take
in their "Aufrufe", Finally I came to an agreement with them; I arrang-
ed for them to choose a spokesman whom they trusted and send this spokes—
nan_to the Germans with one of our people in order to clear up this
noint. After a lons time he came back with the news that only the metal
hawkers were exemat. The people listened to the explanations of their
spokesmAn and guietly dismersed., I had, of course, made it clear to
then that being in possession of an "Aufruf" did not méan that they vere
bound to appear at the meeting place, As a matter of fact, much of our
work at that time consisted of giving meople tips how to stay away. - %
Soon the Dutch Jews anyhov adopted a method of their owns They simply
stayed in their houses, The German organization was far too confused
to prosecute those who did not appear individually, dut as fewer and
fewer people anpeared they adjusted their methods, Instead of sending
out the "Aufrufe" they sent, night after night, Dutch and German police
to the houses of Jews and simply fetched all the inhabitants they found
and brousht them to the YSchouwburgh,

I8

Soon it became clear that the;“Polizeilicher Arbeitseinsatz .in
Deutschland' really meant deportation of all Jews'to Poland, Babies, sick .
and 0ld people - as a matter of fact any and all Jews from the age of a
few nmonths to more than 80, were c;norted to Auschwitz, .Birkenau, Lublin,
Piga or places even deeper into Polanﬁ. Thus was the "work undeT police .
supervision in Germany". . ’ :

In the meantime, I, with my 3 faltﬁful colleagues, was worklng
at the "Expositur", On transvort nights we did not gzo home at all but
worked in the gymnasium hall where the people were assembled. The "J.R."~
employees who were allowed to work there wore white armlets with "J,R."
stamped on them., A few of us had drawers full of these armlets anc when- °
ever we saw somebody we knew or believed to be trustworthy and young
enoush to nass as such, we would quietly furnish him with an armlet, tell-
ing him where to return it and he would leave, pass the German guard,
suposed to Me on some emrand in connectien with VWJ R;" work. Needless
to say the Germans soon noticed all these trieks and after a short time
the armlets were stamped with numbers, names and respective numbers be-
ing registered in a book so that this method of escape was barred. These
nights at the "Centralstelle" were like scenes of Dante's Inferno., Never
as long as I live shall T be able tO'forvet them. ’ ) '

I did not intend to go on working at the "Ltp031tur" Offi- - .
cially I had severed =1l connection with the "J.R,"., Also I could not .
for long have borne this work, the physical and mental stress  of which
was terrific., I selected from the people newly engaged for,the TR
suitable candidates and initiated them into the work of an adviser

. at the "Expositur', At the same time I volunteered to. go to Germany
" on condition that I was allowed to work amongst our people as a social’
worker. Sluzksr discussed this with A.D.F, several times and: finally
told me that A.D F. had plainly told Hlm that thls woula not be alloued
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and that if I would go it would simply mean that I would be sent like
everybody else,

In August it was generally felt that some department would have
to be created to attend to the needs of those about to be deported., It
. appeared that they often lacked the most necessary equipment, moreover
some of them remaired at the "Schouwburg! for quite some time and any~-
how. there were always hundreds of people collected there who had to be
looked after as regards food, chances of procuring their luggage,
possibilities of sending messazes, etc,

One day while I was working at the "Expositur", I was asked to
come across to the main building for a meeting. I found there Frof.
Cohen, R.H.Eitje, Dr. Sluzker, Blueth and several members of the "J.R.".
They asked me pointblank whether I would be villing to take charge of
this nev depariment. I asked for 24 hours to think this over and fin-
ally consented on condition that this department, although naturally
formally coming under the "J.R.", as all Jewish activities did, would -
yet be independent; that it would be understood that I was to do charit-
able work only and in no way %o be held responsible for any of the pol-
itical decisions which might or might not be taken by the "J.R.'. This
was agreed to and I thereupon left the "Expositur' and went back to the
"Lijnbaansgracht", where I was given accommodation for the headquarters
of the new organization which I called "Hulp aan Vertrekkenden®,

I wanted Mrs. Rapavort to go over with me to the new organiza--
tion but nnforfunately she decided to stay on and continue to work at
the YExpositur" under her husband. Although, 1 gzenerally could get
Sluzker to agree to my proposals and although I already then pointed
out to him thnt it was unwise to have both husband and wife working to-
gether in this particular department, his wife, who was deternined to
stay, prevailéd and this was later on a source of a great deal of hostil-
ity directed against the "Expositur, for as time weat oh Sluzker's
vower grew, He was practically the ohly man who was constantly in
touch with A,D,F, and he moresver was-such a good ‘barometer that his
advice was extremely valuable in all matters. Sluzker was invariably
courteous to everybody, simple in his habits, firmly refusing, even
after he had become a very important person indeed, to leave his small
an” simple flat .in one of the poor quarters of Amsterdam., His wife,
however, who was of very humble origin but had, through extreme intell-
igence, worked herself up until she finally contracted this marriage,
vas, through a mixture of inferidérity complex, insane ambition, over—
work, too much alcohol and tobacco and, for the first time in her 1life,
too much noney, slowly losing all sense of vroportion, treating her
colleagues as well as the oublic in such an offhand manner that she was
soon thoroughly detested for only very few saw that behind her aggressive- -
ness etc., was a really warmhearted personality. I nersonally think )

- that she ¢id magnificent work, both in the "Expositur" as well as in
her nightly visits with her husband to the "Schouwburg", yet there is
no doubt that she was the weak spot in the armour of Dr. Sluzker. Sluz— ,
ker had become by that time far more important than Cohen and Asschst. RS
He hac to be at the beck and call of A.D.F. who constantly required his -
bresence. A,D.F,, for instance, never weant to W!bork without taking =
" Sluzker with him in his car. The fact that he was in close-touch with=
the Germans, coupled with his extreme intelligence and-diplomatic - '
aualities, made him as said before the barometer of -the time and soon
-the most important business men .and professional péople would take no
decisions before.first consulting Sluzker..: - ° - R :
He was a typical product of the time ~ a min never before in- -

- terested in Jewigh affairs and probably, if he ‘comes out alive, nev
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likely to remain in Jewish work. He was the best knewn figure in Jewry
during all these years, Probably if such a -thing as an enquiry will
take place after the war he is sure to be called upon for examination
and I thinlk that with very few excentions he will find only defenders,

My personal attitude was this: although no doubt Sluzker co-
operated with the ‘Germans he, after all, did this in the execution of
a policy which was not framed by him but by the presidents of the "J,R.M,
The execution coulé not have been done more circumspeetly than he did
it., His wife, as mentioned before, hecame his. first assistant.,

The organization of the "Hea,V," was a big job, Soon between 400
and 300 people were working for it. I opened up district offices in
" all the various parts of the town; the managers of these district
offices were business men of high standing who were papable of organiz-
ing. their Qifficult work according to the gzeneral lines laid down by the
headanarters and soon there was not a street in Amsterdam where Jews L F
were living where this organization did not funetion ~ either helping %*
those who wished to Drepare- their luggage for a possible departure or
those who had actually been fetched and for whom their luggage had to
be obtained, "H,a,V." workers had their own identification cards be-
cause they often had to enter houses whose inhabitants had been taken -
avay, and where they were likely to encounter Germans, - Furthermore,
"H.a,V." looked after those detained at the "Schouwburg! and although
our represeatatives were not allowed actually to work in the YSchouw-
burg! (this being done exclusively by members of the "Bxpositur"), we
worked so clesely together with them that the organization of food,.
messenger serwice, ete, functioned beantifully. I have never once .
spoken to anybody who had gone through the "Schouwburg" or who had, in
one way or antther, required the services of-"H,a.V,", who did not
speak hizhly of the help they had received, . :

%

In the "Schouwburg" one of my former close co-operators of
"Lijnbaansgrachg! days, Hans Heilbuty, had takei charge and not ohly
was everything possible done for-thosé who had to await transporta-
tion there (medical service, children-service, even dental service,
etc,) but the number of people who were helped to escape by those
Jews working in the "Schouwburg!” and atso by members of "H,a,V." -is
enornous; particularly people who still wanted to send their children
into hiding were practically always enabled to do so, From the "Expo-
situr' the names of Heilbut, Suesskind and ¥rs. Freudenberg must be
mentioned in this rsspect, At great personal risk they helped innumer-
able children to reach organizations which looked after their further
escape,

A very important branch of the "H,a,V." organization was the
collection of clothing of every description for W!bork because as -~ = . -
transports left from there regularly now, in the beginning practically
- all of them consisting of the proletariat, it became more and more -

apvarent that a constant renlenishment of stocks in Wibork would have -

to be made, It is a matter of great heartbreal to me that practically
all the people who so valiantly ancd devotedly worked, .often at great .
persomal risk, were sent to Poland; even those who had worked a long -
time in the organization, except for Herbert Oettinger, who had the.
"EK-1.1), and was therefore sent to Theresienstadt, and Mr. and Hrs,.

1) BX.1 - Eisernes Krous I,.vhich was given also to.Jews during the -

first‘worldear. The E.XK.II was ceered insufficienp;'
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Querido whom, after a sreat deal of trouble, I finally succeeded in hav~ -
ingz sent to Theresienstadt instead of to Poland, all of them vere deported,

In the meantime, as already mentioned, Jews were fetched out of .
their houses, night after night, Sometimes they used to feteh them accord-
ing to alphabet, sometimes according to streets, sometimes they seened to
have old lists of those who had been exenptéd because of sickness mnd only
those addresses vere:used; at other times old-age homes or orphanages
or hospitals were cleared, but at whatever house they called, whoever
hanpened to be present - oléd, youxn:, sick - was taken to the "Schouwburg!
for deportation, I leave it to the imagination to picture the tension

~under which Jews lived at that time when curfev obligzing them to be in
their houses at 8:00 o'clock, a ring of the bell after that time mennt
that they were being fetched to the "Schouwburg". For Aryan visitors
had everywhere their owmn special ring in order to spare our nerves,

In the "Schouwburg" it was then with the help of Sluzker poss- _. Wmug};ﬁwnvg—mf
ible to et released if one.could prove to e working either for the f o
Wehrmacht, diamond infustry, "J,R.M or was in some way connected with the
metal trade. At-that time the families were still released together;
the remaining Jews were sent to W'bork at 3:00 olclock in the morning
every Tuesday and Thurséay, week after week, If people had the bad
luck to be brought in late on these two days there was no chance for
their cases to be looked into and they were carted off without further
ado, .

Thus it happened in November 1942 that the inhabitants of the.

vhole large boarding house in which I was living were taken avay, They
‘were mostly ole people of good family who had never in their lives known
what it was $o live otherwise than in luxury. It was about 12:30 on
Tuesday night (transport night) when. the bhell rang and two Dutch police~
nen with one $.5, man came to fetch ihe inhabitarts; The S,S. man cane
rizht up to-the top floor where I had two rooms. The first thing he

&7t mad. about was the fact that I still had a racdio, I dia not, of -
course, have a radio dut the gramophon®; pick-up I had was an American

one and looked, because of its various'éadgets, exactly like a radio.
After he had knocked it about a bit he Seemed satisfied that it was in-
deed only a sramnophone, Then he became greatly upset that I still had

a telephone, When I showed him the permit for it he still pulled out the
wires and disconnected it. I had not been very well that day and had
been lying down on the couch in the sitting room. In the meantime the
German had been counting the number of beds in the house, comparing them
with the number of neople anc. came to the conclusion that there was one
missing. I exilained to him how it hapwened that I had been using two
beds but he did not believe me, Like nll the others I had got the ord.y
to zet ready in ten nimutes-and had gone back to my bedroom proceeding
to dress, He in the meantime was looking for the missing person.,  When -
he had completea his search in the sitting room, which in tonsequence was
in great disorder, he canme into my bedroom where I was still in a state

of undress, without knocking, and started to search ‘there, This was a
very small room anc when he found nothing he got thoroughly annoyed., Then,
as always, I found that ny way of dealing with the Germans — one of ‘ab- B
solute indifference — somehow "did" something to then, While it seemed T
to infuriate them, yet on the other hand it also compelled them to desist 3
fronm whatever they -had been wanting to do. - It was the same in this case; .
vhen I repeated once more with complete indifference that he could believe
fe or not but there wns nobody here in hiding,he éuddenly turned round

on his heels and left. - ' ) ' SR -

By that time, 411 the people in the house wers more-or less ready. - -
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Like everyone else, by then all of us had had a rucksack packed against
such emergencies but it soon appeared that these old ladies were not,. -
able to carry anything themselves., Those of us, therefore, who were:
physically fit, aid not only have to carry our own rucksack, but to
_assist the others as best we could, It was a pitchblack night, extre-
mely cold and ‘the walk to the "Centralstellef (where people from that.
district of the town where I was living were always collected) took,.
instend of the usual 20 minutes, at least double that time, A1l that
time the Gemman was threatening with his revolver, cursing that it was .
our fault that the Germans were freezing to cdeath at the Eastern front,
etc. Incidentally, it would have been very easy to get away in that -

extreme darkness, but somehow or other I had mace up my mind to see #he
taing: through, e s

When ve arrived at the "Centralstelle! we were amongst the very
last so that as usual we were put into the trams to be taken straight ‘
to the central station for transport to W!'bork, While I was standing
there waiting for the queue %o line up, the door opened and A.D.F. came
out. He saw me ané said ; "Frau van Tijn, was tun Sie hieri (Mrs. van P
Tijn, what are you doing here?) I simply answered: "Man hat mich ge-
holt," (They fetched me), whereupon he opened the door to the doctor's
room and said, "Kommen Sie hier herein,! (Come in here), pushed me in
and closed the door. I managed to get hold of the housekeeper of the

boarding house, who was standing next to me - a rerfect saint of a woman-
and the next thing we knew was that the two of us could 0 homes All the
others were sent to W'bork,

Now it must be remembered that in my dealings

with A.D,F, between July or August 1940 ané June 1941, I had never once

spoken one word more than was strictly necessary, never smiled, and the last )
conversation was the one when he*had requested me to &lve him the list, -
I hag never seen him since and he not only recognized me immediately £
when he saw me but also really saved me because once in W'bérk, it would

have been very aifficult to get mewback, v

I don't want to cescribe here the feelings I had when Miss Asser
and I came into the empty house, We remained there only a few days and
with the good hel

D of my old friend, «de Miranda, from the billeting office,
I found a lovely flat right in the ghetto at the Waterlooplein where I .
lived until I was finrally put into camp in September 1943, A1l this, how-
ever is really later history. 1 only mentioned it here because in the -
3ane way I was taken all people were, night after night, fetched from -°

their houses, the accompanying circumstances being always more or less
harrassing, '

This system wag followed all throug
bause came in Amsterdam ané 1t was from
were sent to W'hork for transportation.

h August, Then a kind of short
the provinces that the people™

The interval of comparative gquietness in Amsterdam was used to

introduce that, which was to become the nightmare of every Jew in years
to come -~ "the stamp!, : : : :

If mbch of what 1 have written so far and what I am going to

write now is confused, I am sorry to say that I am afraid that this is.
unavoidadble. 4As a matter.of fact, looking back on those years, I al- . i
most think that the more confused the picture I draw, the more realistic ~ -

it is. For Jews were robbed of their livelihood;.robbed of'their—free— o
© dom of movement: robbed of their liverty (if one can use this word at-- oo
all in occupied- territory); robbed of their property; and fihally de- "

ported --all in accordance with "legal® edicts, ordinances,‘etc.fetc;

But all these measures were taken by different Ggrman,authorities ~S0me-
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times by the Reichskommissar, sometimes by the highest of the Gestapo
chiefs, Rauter, sometimes by the highest Gestapo chief of Amsterdam, .
Lages: sometimes when 1t concernead economic measures, the Economic ) o
Director Fishboeck; sometimes military aunthorities would intervene

either for better or Wworse; and throughout all this the executive or—

gan, the "Centralstelle", with AD.F, and many other officials were not
only carrying out orcers but would also issue new ones on their own be-
half, Of the hundreds of people who were brought into the Schouwburg! .
nizht after night, nany had to be released again, Finally even the Ger-
mans felt that it was necessary to give some kind of Midentification stamp!!
to those who < for the above-mentioned reasons - were not to be sent to
Y'bork just then. This was finally given in the form of a rubber stamp

on the identification card, I anm auoting from memory but I think that

on the whole it will be found that vhat I anm giving here is correct.

The stamps issued all through the month of September were, roughly ,
speaking, the following (divided into special series):- . /

Starting with Serial ¥0.80,000 - "J,R," employees (including wife or
husband and children under 16 years
of age): 17,000 *J,R," stamps were
given - 15,000 in Amsterdam and 2,000
in the provinces,

" U - o 60,000 - People working for the Wehrmacht., (1.
am unable to say how many these were), |

" " L “100,000 - Baptized Jews
L "110,000 - Hixed Marriages
" " S- 110,000 - Portuzuese Jews

When the stamping was started, the scenes at the "J.R,1 offices were -
inlescribable, Doors were smashed, "J.R. officials assaulted, and
frequently volice had to be called in to0 keen order. I mist here con-
fess to an act of cowardice on my own part. I used the fact that I
was really badly overworked and had had & couple of heart attacks as an
excuse and vwent to bed for two weeks, I felt reasonably certain that
amongst the many thousands of "stamps given, those who were genuine work-
2rs in my two departments (Bmigration Department and "Hulp aan Vertrek-
kenden") woule certainly get their stamps and.I wanted to have nothing
to fo with the selection of those stamps which were given to people
not really connected with the work. I don't want to be too hard on
those who, through a "J,R, 4 stanp, tried to save their. parents or their.
older children or their friends from deportation, but as, after all,
the number of stomps, although high, was yet limited by necessity,
harcships ane injustices could hardly be avoided.

-

This whole guestion of stamps and other means of security was -
to become of such a1l ~ prevailing. importance that I must enlarge on it i
a little further. The "collection of stamps" became almost an idee fixe )
wvith every Jew. with the excention of the Wehrmacht stamps. which were - - o
given to girls who worked in the clothing factories ané the relatively

few men who workgd as furriers and those who collected old metal, the -
proletariat diq not, on the whole, procure stamps, e . S

I feel T must gsive here some details regarding some of the -
. stamps! serials in order to make the picture clearer, )
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The "Wehrmachth stamps, Serial No.60,000, remained valid only:
for a short time. When they became invalid, or at any rate greatly: re—
) dnced, the card system at the "Centralstelle” which had been used ‘fob
_ issuing the stamps, was then used for the compilation of the lists acebrd-
ing to which people were taken from their houses or even from the fac-
tories and ver— 1little could be done for the holders by way of release,

From the beginning, the Portuguese (Serial Stamps ¥0,10,000) were
considered by the Germans to be.in a cifferent class from the ordinary
Jews. As a matter of fact, at some time soom fool scheme was afoot to
consider them not Dutch but Portuguese citizens and repatriate them to
Portugal, This naturally’pame to nothing, but reople with four Portu-
guese granéparents and preferably a long Portugzuese pedigree, not only -
€0t the 10,000 stamp but a number of them wvere -later Avyanized, The - - <
others had certain privileges; viz. they vere allowed to continue liv-
ing in the provinces, Then suddenly in January 194 they were rounded
up ané sent to Wi'bork and im February 1944 they were, as a.group, sent

to Theresienstadt., This Group consisted of about 1200 to 1400 indivi-
duals (not families), ) ’ '

When the stawmin,
the Serial Stamp Ho,1
last, but I woule
marriages,

& weht on, Jews of nmixed marriages were given
10,000; this stamp retained itg validity until the
like to continue here the story of the Jews of mixed

They enjoyed certain brivileges: If I remember rightly, they
were neithsr put into work camps nor deported, They were, hOWever,r
subjected to all other restrictions, economic as well as otherwige, - B
On the other hand, they conlad remain in their homes and were not forced ’ \
to move to the chetto or leave the orovincial towns., On the whole, : .
tiey cid therefore enjoy a certain measure of security compared to that

of other Jews, until the dreaded work of; "sterilization® was mentioned
in respect of then, : g ’

In April 1943 when ouite a number of.the Jewigh rartners of mix~

ed marriages were in W'bork waiting to be ‘allowed to return to their

home town, they were suddenly called together by the commandant and

were told by him Pointblank tn choose either to be sterilized or sent

to Poland., Most of the apnroximately 150 preople who were given thisg o
choice in W'bork chose sterilization, They were soon after that allowed T

to return to Amsterdam; as a matter of fact eventually probably only a
few of them were actually sterilized,

The sterilization treatment had by _that time_commencedéin An-
sterdan, women being treated in th

e Centraal Israelitisches Zicken- -
huis (C.I1.Z.) and men in the Portugmesh Israelitisches Zickenhuis (P.1.2.), -
Jewish doctors were askel to &
the director of the P.I.z., Dr,
thereupon quite expected -t
thing happened to hin at A
charge of the hospital,

-

o this sterilizatibn, amongst others
Poliakoff. He refused pointblank and

o be deported with his family, However, no-
11 after this refusal, He even remained in

I think it ig g chapter -the Dutch medical profession
of that all Dutch Goctors, except of course the Nazis, refused to have
-anything to do with thé'sterilization. Altogether the -iedical pro-:
fession showed more eourage than any other gioqp of Dutchmen “in protest- -
ing by word anc deed ‘against German orders, As I am writing the Jewish™ .
- history of those times, it is not here the place to go into this, but

may- be proﬁd
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I did feel it my duty to mention it.

Finally, a few doctors were found to do the sterilization.
Amongst other, Prof. Salomon with his wife, Paula Lindberg (the
well-lmown singer) vas released from Y'bork and sent to Amsterdam in
order to take over the sterilization work in the P.I.Z. He left )
W'bork and managed to "go under" on-the way, never arriving in Amster-
dam at all, '

Although sterilization took place daily the number actually =
fone was not very large, the German military official, Stabsarzt Meyer,
being evidently anxious to help in delaying this action, In many cases,
rarticularly with womey, his department accepted some declaration or
other from a non-Jewish doctor to the effect that the person was sterile,
Women above 45 were given this declaration anyhow, whereas no age limit /
was fixed for men, _ : ) )

Once & man or woman was sterilized he was allowed to take off
the yellow star. He coul?d make over his capital to his non-Jewish )
spouse who was then able to dispose of it and the large "JU on his iden- #
tification paper was changed into a very small "JV, Although as to
numbers the action was probably negligible, still it went on all the -
time. After the two hospitals mentioned above had been cleared in the
various actions, patients were adnitted to the "Joodsche Invalide".

The story of the "Joodsche Invalice" iz worth recalling here,
“hile at first one floor was reserved for the ‘sterilization and other
Jewish patients, suddenly the other floors were occupied by non~Jewish
women ho had contracted venereal diseases in their intercoufse with
German soldiers, The Jewish doctbrs and nurses were Torced to treat
and attend tdo these patients, this being "inflicted" on the women as a
sort of punishment. Some time, I-Believe, at the beginning of 1944,
the rest of the Jewish patients, -do&tors and staff of the "Joodsche In-
valide" was also-brouzht to W'bork and this chapter then ended.

I do not know to what degree sterilization went on after that or
by whom it was done, Anyhow rwmours reached us in W'bork in the spring
of 1944 that special actions-had again been taken against Jews in mixed
marriages, also those who had submitted to sterilization. The rumours
were to the effect that special work camps had been created for those
Jews, I hate ha? no opportunity, however, to check up on the accuracy of
those statements, -

To come back to the stamping. -~ It was not, of course, possible
for all Jews of the nmiddle and upper classes. to procure for themselves
or their families either of the above-mentioned stamps; new avenunes of
safety were therefore explored with the coanivance of some prominent
lawyers (a few of them German). -

I believe as early as in the autumn of -1942 or the beginning of o
1943 a new stamp made its appearance. This was the 120,000 series which. - K
was to become the most covetéd of all stamvs, because it "held! in Wibork
where the commandant, without instructions from The Hague, could not de=
clare it invalid, This stamp - particularly in the beginning =:was so
much shrouded in mystery (people who had got it keeping it dark; ven .
from their best frieands), that I am not sure when-exactly the first of
these stamps were given, e ’ - E -

There vere several possibilities of procuring it, It:was possible
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to buy it against the handing over of a certain number of carats in dia-
monds., As by that time, as is shown in another chapter, no Jew was allow-
ed to possess any valuables whatsoever, the diamonds had to be put at the
disposal of the Jews by Aryan friends (in reality they were, of course,

in 99p of the cases, taven out of the black hoardings of the Jews),. It
may be imagined that this was not an easy transaction because one had al-
ways to ‘expect some searching enquiry being made into these transactions
in which case naturally the Aryans, who were supposed to have given the
diamonds, had to be safe. Notwithstanding the fact that these trans-
actions therefore were difficult and not without a certain amount of risk,
quite a large number of veople managed to buy the 120,000 in this way.
There were several agents who acted as go-betweens for the Jews and the
Germans but the most important of them was von Puttkamer and the pur-
chased 120,000 stamp was always called the "Putkamer stamp", This:stamp
was also stamped at the "Centralstelle" onto the identification pﬁper.

Then the 120,000 stamps could be got without payment by people
who had excellent relations in foreign countries., In the beginning, this
stamp was difficult to obtain and relatively few people got it that way.
This was called the "forelgn relations stamp' but was also the 120 000
series,

As in the course of ‘time it became more and more abparent thdt_the
"J.R." stamps, having been given to too many people, were not respected

and vere bound to become valueless altogether in due time, and since any-

how the "J.R," stamp had no protective value whatsoever in W'bork, where
the commandant could, and.generally did, cancel it, it was felt that the
genuine Jewish workers shonld also be given the protection -of the 120,000,

A number of "J.R.® worlersiindividually had been able to procure for them—:-

selves some special protection or other, but the magority of genuine

Jewish workers had only their "J,R." stamps. As everything that happened
invariably leaked out, it became, around March or April 1943, the leading
topic amongst Jews that the families of Cohen, Asscher and Sluzker (mean-

ing families in the widest sense of the word) had been given the 120,000
stampe

¢

To_show the importance of this stamp, I must mention here the story
of Marianne van Stedum who will never be forgotten as long as there are

Jews alive who have been in any way connected with Jewish work in Holland.

If I use the word "saint" for her, I am not using it lightly, Shé cannot
be described in any other way, She had all her -life been prominently

associated with Jewish work But since 1933 she had been the leading woman =

in refugee case work in Holland., She had been a servant girl herself ' -

and worked her way up so that she knew how poor people live and what could 7;

and what could not be done with a small amount of money,. She had an un-

usual amount of common sense vhile the warmth that emanated from her made -

even severe decisions acceptable to those to whom she had to give them,.

During the first years when I did case work myself, I used to go.
often to Marianne with a case which I could not somehow manage ‘to solve
Vsat‘sfactorlly and which I knew she would be able to handle. -

' Fow Marianne van Stedum, with many others, had only the LT, R,
stamp ‘and -I remember talking to Sluzker about it. I told him that, - = .
after all; it must be vossible for him to Zet one 120,000 stamnp ‘for the-
""J.R." and that this one stamp should go to her. . It would them, as thése:
stamns always did, automatically wrotect the unmarrléa s1ster, who. kep
honse for her and who Was not even in possession of a "J,R.,I stampi'
Sluzker's answer vas, word for word, "Mrs. van Tijn, 'if I were able %o
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get one 120,000 stamp for the "J.R.", surely I would get it for you. -
(It must be remembered that I likewise was unprotected but for the HJ,R.!" o
stamp). I left it at that, but what I had feared actually happened .- B
later, Marianne was brought to W'bork in one of the big raids with

her sister; twice the people there managed to get her out of the train,

but the third:time she was deported, I was told later on that it might

have been possible to keep her back but there was no chance %0 save her
sister; Marianne had promised her mother on her deathbed never to leave

this sister and went to Poland with her, A 120,000 stamp would have saved -
them both. : N

In the same way were deported, as already mentioned before, all
the heads of the'H,a.V." and many more of the people who had spent
practically their lives in the service of the Jewish community,

However, to come back to the 120,000 stamp, the "Putkamer", the’
"foreign relations" and the protected family groups had it, On July. 26th
five 120,000 stamps were given to the "J.R.", viz, to the Chief Rabbi Das-
berg, Messrs. R,H.Eitje, van der Laan, J.Brandon and myself, A few
days before I had, at the instigation of my friends Prof. Laqueur and:Prof,
Brahn, who were frantic that through all these times of raids I had only
the "J.R." stamp which was of no value in Wtbork, procured for myself a
"foreign relations" 120,000 stamp, With the help of my friends I could
have had the "Putkamer" stamp much earlier, but personally I never liked
this though I never blamed anybody for taking it, Anyhov, as far as I am
concerned, I did not need the "J.R." 120,000 any more, but could not, un-
fortunately, pass it on to anybody else, - :

As early as February 1943 Mr. Yesterning of Brasch & Rothenstein, L
who had been busy for some time with an emigration project for about 300 7. -
people (250 of whom were from the Phillips Company of Eindhoven) managed
to get for his group also the -120,000 stamp which proved really life-saving,
particularly to those from the provinces. Besides this, there were one =
or two smaller emigration projects, one from the Kaufman group in Rotter-
dam and the otker from a Tilburg combination which also got the 120,000
stamp. In both cases there were only a small number of people affected,
and I do not know what counter-proposals were made to the Germans, In

-the case of the Westerning group no payment whatever was made, There may . .
have been a few individual cases or small lists besides the ones mentioned,
but they were unimportant as to numbers. '

4
4.

The 120,000 stamp was issuned to in all about 1500 people. It-was . . i e
st11l being given in September 1943, As a matter of fact, friends of B
nine got their 120,000 on the 27th September and:on the 29th September
all holders of the 120,000 were brought to W'bork.- - _ -

At about the same time, in the autumn of 1942, the first Paraguay
and other South-American passports from Switzerland started to arrive, -
The number of families who finally got those runs probably into hundreds,.
not into thousands but still that too kept a number of people back in
W'bork who eventually were sent to Bergen-Belsen. Once, if I remember T
rightly, early in the winter of 1942-43, a large number of people with .. BN

- double nationalities were sent from W'bork to Poland. This had béen done .
on an order from The Hague but after that people.with double nationalities,
amongst whom.-I also count those holding Paraguay and other passports, were’

exempt from transportation and finally sent t6 Bergen-Belsen. .

Shortly before-we left Bergen-Belsen, it seemed &hat the papéfs;fT'
~ had been gone through once more and that a list had arrived; from Bsrlin
- with about 175 names of families shose South American passports Were re
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cognized to be valid, Naturally this caused some uneasiness_amongsﬁ
those who were not on the 1ist, but nothing definite was. known and any-
how from Bergen-Belsen until July 1944 no transports had left for Poland,

4dnother security that was very much sought after was the so-

called "Barneveld", This had originated in the fact that the "Secretaris-

Generaal van binnenlandsche zaken", Mr, Frederikse, had tried o protect

some Jew who had had prominent positions-in Government service, This Co
had been extended to quite a number of former officials, musicians in : : T
the Concertgebouw Orchestra, teachers, professors, étc, Probably through
particular influence certain people had got in who had never held a pro-
minent position nor a government post before. However, on the whole,

this group was considered to be constituted of prominent Dutch Jews.

There were altogether 700 and in the early spring of 1943, 500 were con-
centratéd in a beautiful old castle in Barneveld and when this was over- r
crowded the remaining 200 were accommodated in a large house an hour's f
walk from Barneveld - "De Bieze", A Dutch commandant was in charge of B
these places; thesé Jews were restricted in their movements, had to

follow certain rules as to visitors, etc., but they had, on the whole, »

very comfortable existence in both places, the lovely grounds. in which

he castle was standing being open for them to use freely. They had been
promised in writing that they would not be used for work out of Holland,

They had furthermore been allowed to take along all their possessions
and Barneveld was really chock-full of the most beautiful furniture,
marvellous libraries, ete, "As will be told in the chapter on W'bork, all
these belongings were lost when these two groups were, without previous
warning, brought to W'bork on September 29, 1943, Here they did no lon~
8eT enjoy any special privileges but remained in W'bork as a group up

£i

to the last, ' . .
At the same time, another stamp was created. I believe it was  §

the series 30,000y This was given %o people who claimed to.be of Aryan

descent and was already given while the Tnvestigation was proceeding,

This was called the "Callmeyer" stamp after the German who examined these

enquiries and finally decided on them. There were a few lawyers who spec-

ialized in such claims, The procedure was,costly and in some ways risky;

for while a number of claims resulted in Aryanization and many dragged on

and protected the claimants during all that time, once a claim was rejected

it was followed immediately by deportation and in such cases, since the

order came from The Hague, nothing could be done. TFor people of Russian

descent it was not Aifficult to get Aryanized, but even a number of Jews

of purely Duteh or German descent managed to have themselves declared
~Aryan, On the whole, and I think, rightly so, this was not considered

¢ishonourable except when a well-known rabbi, Dr. Neubauer, tried to do

it. There were also some jibes at the fact that &t least three of the =~ . B

original members of the "J,R." were Aryanized, but the "J.R," having de-

teriorated anyhow into a body of no importance, it did not really matter

very much one way or the other what individual members did, T

Another project that was to give for some time a certain measure ) v
of security to.those taking part in it was the so-called "Weinreb" emi- -
gration scheme. This was such a mad scheme that I have no doubt that

_ eventually bocks will be written on it which will take their place in
Jewish literature along with those written about Shabbatai. Zvi with whom
_in some vays there were points of resemblance. - :

"~ Weinreb was a-Polish Jew.with d Dutch passport who had held some- .-
office in the Minist?y of Economics and who had,. I believe, been Yery -
instrumental in' the food distribution scheme in Holland, Later, he be-
care involved .in Jewish affairs. For obvious reasons I alvays avoided:
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meeting him but 1 was told that he was.an extremely intelligent man,
young - in the early 40's - very orthodox, whose followers, for some
time anyliow, believed in him and whose story certéinlytis amazing.
even in these amazing times.

His scheme was to bring thousands of Jews to German-occupied
France and from there, in batches of several hundreds at a time, to -
Portugal and Switzerland, What services he had rendere&-the Germans
I do not know but it is a fact that very high military authoFi%ies (not
the 5.5,) were helping him, He was in possession of letfe¥s; amongst
others from General Schuhmann, in comnection with this schemé” and- he
was able to travel freely in Germany and in the whole of th%‘accupied
territories, His scheme was so far advanced that the datés when the
trains were to leave for France were actually fixed, I remember that
the first of them with about 400 Jews was to leave on Christmas Eve
1842; the second and third transports were to leave on the 2nd and 9th

of January, 1943, respectively. - R 5

The people who were admitted to participate did not have to pay
any very large sum of money, If I remember rightly, I believe 500
Guilders per family, They were allowed to take a certain amdunt’ of luggage .
but had to leave the rest 6f their belongings behind. The Jewsiwho were to °
leave with the first transport were actually sitting on theif packed ’
boxes waiting to be taken to the train when quite suddenly the scheme
collapsed. Fortunately, none of them had given up their houses bécause
they vere supposed to hand them over intact, Weinreb was arrested by .the
.S5.5., his family sent to W'bork, where he too followed several weeks af-
ter. In W'bork they were detained; suddenly Weinreb was again allowed
to travel freely to The Hague and everywhere all over Germany, France
etc. and in about October 1943 the scheme was suddenly revived, .This
time everybody could register for pargicipation, a registration fee of
100 Guilders being required,-but in many cases people who registered §
in W'bork did not even pay this, Then, as had been the case in ‘the first :
instance, Weinreb was in possession of “gll sorts of imposing looking
documents from the Germans., As I was, after all, considered an emigra-
tion expert in Holland, the first and second schemes were repeatedly
subnitted to me for advice by people who wanted to participate. I re- -
nember always giving the same answer — I ‘would meet Weinreb and look into .
his scheme as soon as I was sure he could first prove that he was in
touch with any authority whatsoever beyond German occupied territory.
In W'bork I then said that if they showed me as much as a Swiss visum
proving that Weinreb had actually, as he claimed, been to Switzerland X
several times, I would reconsider my attitude., Until then,  the advice . .. TR S B
I gave was that I personally would have nothing to do with it but e T
that I would certainly advise people who had no protection whatsoever
in W'bork to register since as "vinegar cannoi become éourvanyhow",—they‘,,,
had nothing to lose. Whatever hapnened it might and did actually save o
those who 4id register and were accepted from one or two transports and
in the history of W'bork it had often been the case that even through -
a short respite people had been saved indefinitely. ’ : ,7;' RSty

While I was giving my opinion freely that I thought the whole

thing a hoax if not worse a non-Jewish friend of nine had actually. tra-
velled to The Hague and, I believe at the cost of a great deal of money, -
got Wednreb to put my name on the first list. ‘I was informed of this

in W'bork by a representative of Weinreb, where, of course, the fact
that Mrs, van Tijn, vhile advising everybody not to .get on %o-the list
wads on it herself,-becanme immediately known and was made much of, I
g0t into touch with my friend with some difficulty and I am sorzy 4o .
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say that the unfortunat
believe, it cost him mo
me on. Whether or not

this had been done agai

€ man had to go once more o The Hague vhere, I
Te trouble to get me off the list than to get
the people in W'bork believed me when I said
nst ny wish angd knowledge, I do not know,

Most of the DPeople who had been originally connected with the
Yeinreb scheme, amongst whon were well-known lawyers, well~known Zion-
ists, large business beople, etc.-would have nothing to do with the sec~
oné schene, However, those on the Weinreb list in W'bork were actually
kept back from one transport; after that the scheme suddenly collapsed
and Weinreb, whose family had, in the meantime, been allowed %o return
to The Hague, disappeared and up to this day nobody knows whether he
Was once more arrested by the Germans or managed to get awvay,

Although a few people claimed that Weinreb was
of saint, obsessed by the idea how to help his peopl
he was a crook, I personally think that the whole thing was a grandiose )
swindle in which eventually he and probably some German or other divideqd
the spoils, It was rumoured that he had sold some extremely valuable
invention of a nilitary character for use on the Bastern front to the Gér-
nans, but whether thig is true or not, it remains a fact that he must have
done considerable service for the Germans to enjoy, be it even only for
a time, the privileges he did, Possibly, not having let the-S.S. into -

kis scheme, but working exclusively with nilitary men, it was the former
who actually brouwght about his downfall, o

certainly a sort
e, while others said

What amagzed Re in this whole affair was ‘that people of real astute
business sense had the couras

themselves to a scheme which
¥as in the first instance to ing nly as far as occupied France.,
“hile I had not the right actually to stop them from going, still I a1~
ways pointed out to them that in occupied France they were still in Ger-
! . man hands and nodvody would be the wiser . if from there they were auietly
’ sent off to Poland, It shows perﬂ%ps the degree of despair that had got

hola of people at that time that any chance to get avay from Holland was
clutched at, :

‘e must, however, after a1l these digressions which were, I think,
necessary, tn give the "background", so back to the month of September
1942, During this whole month the serial stanps 80,000 ete, ("J.RM),
60,000 (Yehrmacht), 100,000 (baptized), 110,000 (mixed marriages) and
10,000 (Portuguese) were given - the 120,000 and 30,000 (Callmeyer)
stamps continued to be given up to the last,

Practically no Deople were sent to Wiborl from A
that nonth of Septenber 1942 and °
vinces, Moreover, on t

and the Jews, about 8,0 During that same night
their families were tak likevise deported to
W'bork where on that single night between 12,000 and 13,000 arrived. From
~then on until January 1943, about twice weekly a transport left Wrbork
each with about 700 or 800 people, After that there was one transport of o
1,000 leaving every Tuesday and in May 1943 three times a transport of 2400
each left after which there vere again the usual Weekly transports of 10005:
) Whenever transports left for Theresienstadt or Bergen-Belsen, they were:-
| sent instead of the Polana transvort, Now and then it ha
a few weeks no transport left (at the ti .
- be in quara .0f infantile paralysis) but even during that pe—.
riod twice the gquarantin - i > 3 »:
transnort. to leave,
the- train d4iq not arr

nsterdan during
T'bork got dits "materislh from the pro-

amps were emptied

Ppened that for ~ -
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at Christmas 1942 and 1943 there was a rause of 3 weeks in Amsterdam, the
vrrovinces and W'bork when no transports were sent. T ’

After the stamping had been finished from October on, night after
night, in the manner deseribed before, Jews were taken from their houses,
The methods became more and more brutal; thus, if a door wvas not opened
quickly enough the police would imnmediately proceed to batter it down., This
battering down of doors became so much a habit that, for instance, one
morning in June 1943, when the police were ringing at my door early in
the morning while I was having my bath, they had, by the time I dried my-
self and slipped on a dressing govn to open the door(t was by then quite
alone at night in the house, everybody else having already been talen away),
already proceeded to break down the door, being accompanied by a man with
a big tool chest specially for this purpose. It had become a habit to
 usé a squad of 0,D. from W'bork to assist in this work, They used to’
help carry the sick and old out of the houses, assisted with the luggage,
etc, They then travelled to W'bork on the transport train, returni@g '
the next day for the same Job, (The 0.D, was - as explained in the W!'bork
report, the Jewish police (Orde-Dienst) ). In the beginning, animosity )
against these Jews was very ereat, but gradually, particularly after some
bad elements had been eliminated, it appeared that they were actually do-
ing much to alleviate the suffering of those fetched, This went on until
the above-mentioned pause around Christmas, By the end of the year 1942
about 40,000 Jews had been devorted while about 12,000 were then collected
in W'bork, By that time it had, of course, become clear that although
the "iufrufe the police always had with them when they fetched the Jews
had printed on them the words "Fuer Polizeilichen Arbeitseinsatz in
Deutschland" it was a plain denortation to Poland and nothing else, -

Soon after the deportatigns began, a telegranm signed by the repre-
sentatives of both the Netherland Christian denominations had been sent
to the Rykscommissaris Seyss-Inquart, the Commander-in-Chief of the Army
General Christiansen, and to the, two leading S.S, officials”Rauter and
Schmit.protesting against the debortations, This protest had been of no:
avail, I do not believe that the churches ever got an official answer to
this telegram. A violent speech by Schmit given about a month later wag '
»robably the only answer they gots In this he reviled the Christian
churches because they had protested against the Jewish deportations, He.
‘said in this speech that the families were sent in order not to break up
the family wnit. He further mentioned that people would be used in the
East to clear debris and for general repair work, :

At the veginning of 1945 againrepresentativesof —the cliurches had_
asked for and been granted an audience with Seyss—Inquart when, amongst . -
other things, they protested against the treatment meted out to Jews, .
This verbal protest also was of no avail, The relationship of the Catholic
Church to the Mazis anc the Germans had become ‘so strained that Jews who
were baptized in the Catholic faith were no longer protected by that and
cenorted, Those baptized in the Protestant faith were sent to W'bork

(vhers they lived in one sevarate barrack) treated there as everybody else;i L

but were not deported, All the time the ministers of the Protestant

Churches went on baptizing Jews and many a falsified pre-dated certificate
of baptism kept their holders in Holland, bdaptism being recognized only if
‘dated before May 1940, e DR

A1l throngh the years I believe prayers were said for the Jews in--:. o

the Churches and on several- occasions messages were read out in-the )

. churches which were not allowed to be, printed excént surreptitiously. .-
Generally speaking, the attitude of the non-Jewish ponulation was help-
.ful and sympathetic. There was, however, mno. active resistance -and when:

night after night the lorries stood in front of the Jewish houses,; gradu
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ally filling up with the unfortiunate victims of that rarticular street
people used to look on sullenly without, however, protesting by word
or deed. Those raids generally started soon after 8:00 but were carried
on more or less all through the nights It goes without saying, however,
that only the friendly attitude of the non-Jewish population made it poss-

ible in a country like Holland which has no "naturall hiding places like
mountains, for so many thousands of Jews to go into hiding.

On the 2nd of Janvary, 1943, the whole of the Jewish lunatic .
asylum, "Het Apeldoornsche Bosch' near Apeldoorn was emptied, All the
patients and a certain number of the doctors and the staff were taken,
altogether more than 1000 people. Aus der Fuenten, Fischer, (the A.D.F,
from The Hague) and other high S.S.officials had come over for the purpose.
HMoreover, the W'bork commandant Gemmeke was present as well as Dr,- Spanier
and a great contingent from the 0,D. from W'bork were told off to help.

Some time later perhaps I' shall be willing to give a verbal account
of the way in which this eyacuation took place, The details were too
perfectly gruesome and the brutality which was used was incredible, I
don't think Dr. Spanier for one has ever been quite the same after he
vitaessed that particular transport, although by that time he had cer-
tainly got used to quite a lot from his W'bork exmerience. :

YWe later got reliable  information to the effect that the train
was sighted on its way to Berlin not far from the Dutch’ frontier, empty
except for a few doctors and nurses, " Evidently, these lunatics were
not brought as far as Poland for extermination,

The dreadful thing was that in the asylum "Het Apeldoornsche - o
Bosch" there were many patients who could by no means be classified £ :
under the term of "lunatic"; as a matter of fact a number of people
had used it as a "hiding place", Furthgrmore, there was a large sanato-
rium attached to the place and a largevéiecial home for children with
a department for difficult chiléren who Were under observation, 4ll
of these, without any discrimination, were carted off,

In the same way on March 3,.1943, the largest Jewish hospital,
the "Mederlandsch Israelietisch Ziekenhuis" as well as the Jewish In-
valid Home "Joodsche Invalide", which was a large modern home for
aged and invalids, were emptied of their vatients, all of whom were
brought to W'bork, The staff of the hospital was, except for a few e )
nurses, alloved to remain in Amsterdam whereas the staff of the "Joodsehe ~— — —
Invalide" was likewise sent away, some of them - amongst whom was the ‘
mecdical director - to Vught. After that the hospital was again used, -

but between March 1943 and August 1943 this hospital (¥.I1.2.) was raided
three times, ' Co- ’

At about the same time, all the remaining orphanages, old age
homes and hospitals in the provincés were raided and the inhabitants
sent to W'bork, generally gccompanied by the staff. The Jewish orphan-
ages vere by that time all crowded because in many casés where parents
Were deported and for some reason or other children stayed behind, the
¥"J.R," was wont to put them into the orphanages. PFurthermore, as. early
as the beginning of 1943, all foundlings were declared to be Jewish
and sometimes the "J,R." was able to get them into an-orphanage instead

of - having thenm sent’ to W'bork for -transnort.- . .
.. A% the beginning of April 1943 a big raid took place on the Jews - -
in the Dprovinces of -Friesland, Groningbn, Drente, OVerysel, Gelderland.:;
" Limburg, N. Brabant and Zeeland, all of them being brought to Vught, -
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these provinces thus being made "Judenfrei'. On the 23rd of April, 1943

Jews wvere forbidden to remain in the provinces of Utrecht, Noord and Zuid

Holland with the exception of Amsterdam. This order was followed again

by big raids, the Jews likewise being brought to Vught, A certain number
- of Jews, I think, generally speaking, those in possession. of "J.R." and . ;

other stamps, got permission to come to Amsterdam vhile only very few, . _ :

perhaps all told not more than 40 in the whole of Holland, were allowed

to remain in their home towns. In the few large places like The Hague

and Rotterdam, a few representatives of the "J.R." %111 needed for the

tasks connected with the Jewish mixed marriages, etc., as well - as issuing of

permits, were allowed to stay, and in some smaller places also keepers
of Jewish cemeteries.

In every case, wherever Jews were either brought into camps or
allowed to come to Amsterdam they had to leave all their belongings be- / 1
hind, only being allowed to take what they could carry. ! ) o -

In Amsterdam, generally speaking (as has been explained before)
"J.R." employees had not been brought to W'bork but from September 1942
to May 1943 of the about 17,000 Jews who had originally got the "J,R,"

, stamp, about 5,000 (roughly speaking) had after all been sent away in
one way or the other so that the number of employees was reduced to
about 12,000, Some of the leading Jews who had been deported were- Max
Bolle and the Chief Rabbi Saarlouis -in October 1942; somewhat earlier
Mr., L. Frank from the Financial Committee; early in the winter of 1943’
Mr. de Hoop,- none, however, in connection with their Jewish activities,
A few others like van Lier, Notaris van den Bergh, and Krouwer (who had
played such an important role both in the Financial Committee and in
the "J.R.") were no longer able to do-Jewish work because they had bBecome .
Aryanized. A few others like, for indtance, Dr. Speyer, who had been . . ' o
head of the Medical Department of the “J.R," and Prof, Fryda, who had
played a leading role both in the Finangial Committee and in the Juri-
dical Department of the "J.R." had "gonetunder", Chief Rabbi Frank, a
very young and courageous man of whom I personally had had the greatest
expectations, had been shot as hostage in Haarlem together with two
other Jews, Mr, Drilsma and Mr, Chapon, in February 1943%. Mr, Bolle
had not been replaced so that Meyer de Vries was now practically the

} only one who had a really influential position with Cohen.

Thus, the number of "J.R.U
12,000, counting the families,
had, of”pourse, "gone undert,

employees had been reduced to roughly
of whom a very large but unknown number

We come now to one of the worst chapters in the histéry of
the "J.R " N

About the "0th of May, 1943, Asscher and Cohen were told that
they would have to send to 7,000 of their employees notices of depor-
tation, the selection asg well as the whole of the execution being put
into their hands, It was then that Cohen and Asscher, in a combined
emergency meeting of the "J,R. " and the heads of the departments, re-
quired us to hand over to them lists on which each head of the de-
~ Partment was to mark dowvm those he thought he could not do without and
those he thought could be missed in the work: the famous "A,B,CM .
o 1lists. The "iM 1ist was to give the names of those functionaries ab-

solutely indisnensable, the UB', those:who were essential and the Y01 I
the unessential ones, R . . . L

. This may.sound a very simﬁle request but I, for oﬂe, refused
pointdblank to comply with it, I did not feel that I was Justified P
torsay of any man that he was to go to Poland because he was pérhaps- .
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only a typist but nossibly a very valuable human being and perhaps the
father of a large fanily, To my mind the only answer would have besn
to" the Germans to say, "You are in possession of the cards of the "J,R."
énployees and if you want 7000 people you must just get them". How-
ever, Cohen aad Asscher had already agreed to fulfil the order because
they feared that - if left to the Germans ~ the raid or whatever it
wvonld be might have even worse consequences than compliance on their
bart. There was very real opposition; for instance people like Freddy
Bolle, head of the Cultural Department of the "J,R.", Mr, van de Velde,
" head of the School Department, the heads of the Financial Department,
and several others, joining in the protest, Moreover; Prof, Cohen was
warned repeatedly that even if he wanted to do this he would not be able
to organize this Job efficiently in the short time at his disposal and
" that.moreover he would have no means of forcing the people actually to .
tarn up for their deportation, The experience which the Germans had £
in the early days of the transports clearly showed that only a small per-/
cetage ‘of people would more or less voluntarily obey a deportation
MAufruf" (order),
I had a long argument with Henri Edersheim from The Hague. Henri
- Edersheim had been at the head of The Hague office which he had managed
fairly indenendently of Amsterdan headquarters, keeping them, however,
always fully acquainted of vhat was going on. By that time (except for
nixed marriages) there were practically no Jews left in The Hague so- that
Ecdershein had gradually got an impertant position in the "J.R." head
office in Amsterdam and took part in all important deliberations, Henri
Edershein was, as alvays,in full accord with the policy of cooperation.
He honestly believed this to be the only practicable way. ZEdersheim
used his position not blindly to obgy the orders of the Germans but to
try andé get then nodified. I am sorry to say that he was deported with
his fanmily in July 1943, Probably because of the way he worked he could
not but eventually come into conflict“with the German authorities, I .
think I am right when I say that he was definitely the only one of the
leading Jews in Holland who was deported because of the way -in which he
carried out his duties, except for Rabbi Duenner who, with his family,
was denorted as early as dugust 1942 bedause he showed too much spirit, .
Although I vas, as mentioned, nolitically onposed to Henri Edersheim,
we were, up to ths exc, close friends and I had the deepest respect for
hinm, : .

To show how deewly this affected people I would like here to_malke- e co
a digression, As early as the summer of 1940 all the existing "Hach-
scharah" institutions had been organized under one roof, the so~-called
"Beroeps—Centrale". There were in all six ~ Wieringen, Deventer (with' «
Zlden as subsidiary), Daath Haaretz, igudah, Youth Aliyah, Farn Gouda,
all of which retained their complete indenendence but formed & unit in
budgetary matters, etec, A 7th institution was credated for the purpose
of instituting training courses in all manner of subjects and with vary-
ing duration, a former Jewish school and severdl other places being Lo
used for this purpose., The Board of the "Beroeps-Centrale" called the
"Hacschrah-Raad" coneisted of representatives of all these Institut-
inas and met regularly.. The 7th institution was managed by the director
and tie execntive of the "Hachscharah-Raad", In the .coyrse of ‘time this
institrtion became guite important as it helped many Jews, who were
thrown out of employrent, to learn a different trade{ Waturally, the
¢onstant drain for work camps and’ deportations gave this work too a
highly transitory character but still, in one way or other, a great .
deal of zood ‘work wag achieved and the "Beroeps-Centrale" had somehow. - -
survived, . - . - S I
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Originally Max Bolle had been its president but after his
deportation his place was taken by Ru Cohen (formerly Deventer), a
brother of Prof, Cohen, Although these institutions, one after- the
other, either were licuidated completely or greatly reduced in sige,
the "Hachscharah-Raad" retained its original composition,

After the decision to make the "4,B,C" lists, an energency
meeting was called of the Ixecutive of the "3eroeps-Centrale" at which
the .majority decided not to cooperate, Hotwithstanding this decision,
the director Alex Coh=sn (no relative of Prof. Cohen) and the president,
Ru Cohen, decided that, being affiliated with the IJ.R.", the orders
of the presidents were to be followed even against the decision of
their own Board, so these two rroceeded on their own to make and sub-
nit the lists for the whole "Beroeps-Centrale", A meeting was thereupon
called of the "Hachscharah-Raad" which had to be prolonged twice and
finally led to the dissolution of the ”Hachscharah—Raad", the major-
ity sevemly censuring the action of the president and the director,
These 0 thereupon carried on whatever work there was on their own
until the end, . Some of the oldest personal friendships were abruptly
ended by this action,

After the above-mentioned neeting of the "J,R.," and the heads of
the demartments 1 rang un Prof, Cohen, saying that notwithstanding
the order given at the end of the meeting to proceed with the "A,B,CH
lists, I stuck to my decision and that I was therefore tendering my
resignation, as I understood that he could not Possibly tolerate such
insubordination, Prof. Cohen did not accent it but said-that it did
not matter greatly anyhow and that it was sﬁfficieht if I.were to sub~
nit the names of the employees of the Enigration Department and the
"H.a,V," alphabetically, which I diad.

The greatest secrecy prevailediabout these decisions and I am
therefore unable to say whether or nat other departments which .vers
in opposition, like, for example, the Financial or School Departments,

did or did not submit the "A,B,CH 11553, However, this may be, in i
the Kaizersgracht the greatest confusion prevailed. The work proceeded
day and night: the right to serve exemption notes on people who had
“ormerly received deportation orders was freely used, Within 48 hours,
according to the graphic description I received later, the place looked
like a battle-field, all card indexes having been pulled to bits, cards
lying on the floor everywhere and people dropping with fatizue and
excitenent writing "Aufrufe' and exemption notices more or less indis-
criminately. Many workers who had up to then refused to zo "under! out

of a sense of duty, did so now, T

. All during these two days the "Aufrufe! which Were ‘completed were
served on people by errand boys from the "J.,R,"; quite a Aumber of those™ - .
also had refused to do this work, If I remember rightly, the "J,R,Y o
Tfinally had to make use of the service of a Jewish messenger organiza-
tion which haa sprung up when Jews no longer had telephones, bicycles
etc., in order to distribute these "Aufrufe, How many people eventu-
ally zot the "Aufrufe! with or without exemption letters it is difficult
to say, In any case instead of 7,000 people, 2,600 showed up at the
appointed meeting place for deportation on the appointed day, the 25th
of May, Many hundreds of people "went under" during these days,

The Germans, when they did not get the 7,000 psople they needed,
Gic what they probadly ‘might have done in the beginning if the "J,R.M
ha¢ refused to deliver them up - they made a big raid on. the center of
_ Amsterdan in which 3,000 Dpeople were taken. Of this raid I can give
~a first hand description, for since November 1942 I had been living
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right in the heart of the Jewish ghetto and I therefore saw what happened
-~ on the 26th of May from its very commencement. ZEvidently the. preparations

for this rild had been kept secrei even from Sluzker with so much suqcess

on the part of the Germans that the first warning I Had that something was

afoot was, when round about 12:00 o'clock that night I bYegan to hear the Ny .

by then familiar ‘noise of the battering of doors, Only then the telephone - -
started to give me warning that something more spectacular than the nightly ‘ e
fetching out of the houses was afoot and soon after that I heard cars

with loudspenkers rushing through the streets giving the order for non-Jews T
to remain in their houses and for all Jews indiscriminately to get them- ’ ’
selves ready to leave., The faithful Lucy Asser, who had been saved to-

cether with me in November 1942 and who had kept house for me since then,

was also awalened and we both proceeded to zeb ready. We loocked out of

the window and saw by the bright light of the searchlights that the Blue

Bridge across the Amstel as well as the Waterloo Plein were crammed with

police and soldiers in-S.S.uniform, with steel helmets, mounted bayonets) - s -

heavily armed, not as if they were going to proceed to take Jews from [ o

their houses but as if they were to meet the enemy in battle; machine

guas were mounted on the houses commanding the Amstel and the Waterloo

Plein and that part of the town looked like a place whers a battle was

about to commence. T ' L : -

At 3:00 o'clock in the morning there was a knock at my door and ] . :
when I opened it, immediately two S.S,soldiers, armed to their teeth
with pistols drawn, entered my flat. The spokesman irmediately asked
ne hov it was that I still had a radio and I patiently gave the usual ex-
planation of it bein;; a gramophone pick—up and not a radio, When he L :
st1ll expressed doubts I even offered to play a record for him, He then ’
nmade the usunl remarlks about my.still having a telephone., When I showed -
2inm the permit for it he joined his colleague in searching the flat, be- L
ing very unwilling to delieve that this flat of six rooms was inhabited R
only by two women., After they found nobody and nothing more suspiclous o
they ordered us to follow them and, ve ook our rucksack, breadsacks and
roll of bBlankets and proceeded to the Waterloo Plein where all the people )
in that part of the tovn were beinz collected, ILater on I heard that
there had been another collecting place near the Diamond Exchange where
anongst many others all the childrert and the staff from our Wieringen .
Home "Franschelaan! as well as my family who lived in the Sarphatistraat,
1ad beer brought to. i

After some hours when hundreds of people were collected, we were
marched to the Great Synagzogue which was used as a registration office oo o
and where already vpeople from the "Expositur' were sitting behind tables "~
. registering those who entered, ‘e were supposed to give up the keys s
of our dwellings there but I managed to retain-mine, After that we were
acain mace to wait outside on the big square in froat of the synagogue,

Fortunately it had been a beautiful night. At about 8:00 o'clock in the . .
norning my name was called by an S.S, man and I was told to come to the - - oo S
synagogue, .1 left my lugz-age behind and said to Miss Asser, "I will be = o .- .~ S : ;
back in a few minutes", I was then still pretty confident that as usval :l,f :
a number of people would get free and I also felt sure that I-would. !
succeed in getting Lucy Asser off, who, besides looking after.me, had

been running very efficiently the branch office of "4,a,V." which we o
had established in my flat, Vhen I came to the synagogue Aus der Fuenten. :
was there, looked at me and said, "Go at once to the 'Expositur! and.” -
don't show up anymore today otherwise you might be taken again", I.vas
literally shunted into a lorry and driven off at an extraordinary speed -
‘to the "Ixpositur®, I remember this becanse the lorry being empty T S
was throvn from one side to. the other continually and bruised all over
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when I finally got out. At the 'Expositur' Mrs. Vordemberge, for years
one of my most devoted and intelligent employees of the "Lijnbaansgracht"
and afterwards private secretary to Dr, Sluzker, and others received me
with a great deal of emotion, the reason for which I somehow failed to under--
stands It was, héwever, soon apparent that I was to be definitely the only
one who came out of that raid, About 5 minutes after A.D.F, had sent me
home, Rauter, Lages and other high S.S.officials from The Hague appeared
anl this being a punitive raid, not a single person was liberated. ‘

Although I had promised to stay at the 'Expositur! all day I felt
that I could not possidbly do that, Far too many of our leading people
were involved in this raid and I knew it might be a matter of life or
death to have to see to it that their Palestine papers, which by then had
become a fairly good security in W'bork, were in their hands the moment
they arrived there.

After Mrs, Vordemberge made me some strong coffee I took the tram
and went to the "Lijnbaansgracht" where soon the colleagues showed up
who had not been affected by the raid because they lived in a different
part of the town., Fortunately, the Palestine commission was there almosté-
in its entirety and we immediately set about to go through those cases which
w2 hac left undecided until then and which, in view of what was heppening,
we felt had to be reconsidered. Fortunatelxﬁy secretary, Mrs, Tal, also .
soon came %o the office; we managed to get a few more typists ané started
to work for 24 hours without a. break,, Twice, with the aid of Dr, Sluzker,
a special courier was sent to W'hor» with the complete® statements and
licts, In this way it hapnened that those who had the right to them ac—
tually got their Palestine papers practically at the time they were entér-
ing the barracks in W'bork and fortunately many of them, anyhow for some
weelks, were saved from transport.,’ '

After many interviews with the Germans Prof. Cohen succeeded in
getting permission to0 have ten people come back from Wbork, more or .
less each department having the right to select one. Besides these,
Mrs. Bitje was also allowed to return, Her husband had escaped deporta-
tion because he had had - the telephone, service in the Kaizersgracht all
through that night, I asked for the return of I. Querido, who had been
Ay right hand man at the "H,a,V." and who was to have been married the next
day to his secretary., Othérs who were called back were Mr. van Raalte
fdr the Financial Department and the Chief Rabbis Levisohn and Dasberg.
Marianne van Stedum, however, remained and was, because she had not then’
received the 120,000 stamp, deported in the manner deseribed befor __Luey. -
Asser, vhc, never having been a Zionist, could not be given a declaration,
was sent to Poland likewise although Blueth had arranged for her to-stay, -
I was told afterwards that there had been some misunderstanding, Both
these women belonged to the category which is very rare in this world -
at all times and under all ciréumstances they had served others, never -
considering their own safety or interest., o

All this happened on the 26th of May. It cleared the original
ghetto of its Jewish inhabitants: when I came home after ny work, into
ny empty fiat, it was as if I was living in a graveyard: There were,
of course, non-Jews scattered about in that district, but practically
every house was battered or shuttered, staring at me through their un-=" -
curtained broken window panes, For soon, as was the case alvays after -
Jews had been fetched away, the well-known furniture wvans of:the firm

of "Puls' apneared in the sireets and cleared the houses, carting.away -
e chEL 80085 o \gAR cLiRAY R Cva Ao Lo RRoREn S00h Bolnfiliingianey.

ing whether or not a certain house had already been M"pulsed" (gepulst),:.
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meanlnp whether or not the Nazi firm ef Puls, which was the one entrusted
with this work, had already cleared the place. %) For all "He.a V." workers,
who often used to £o into the house trying still to collect some personal
belongings for those vho had been taken away, it was always-of the greatest
importance to be there sooner than the "Puls" people, our workers being
able to go in often with the help of duplicate keys which the people in the
1Schouwburg! still had in their possession; in some instances the WExpo-
situr" was able to be allowed to make use of the keys which were deposited
in the "Centralstelle’, Often our workers had disagreeable encounters
with either the police, the Nazis or the Puls people, dbut very often they
succeeded still in getting a few things out and sending them to the "Schouw-
burg"

After this memorable raid on May 26, 1943, the nightly buslness of
fetching Jews went on. Cohen and Asscher had been given the usval assur~
ances that now that punitive .measures were over nothing very drastic was
about to happen. As was to be expected after such a promise something
very drastic did happen: again without any previous warning in the' same
way as had been done on May 26, both Amsterdam Zuid and Amsterdam FBast were
raided on the 20th and 21st of June 1943, the cordon of police, the heavy -
guard in all the streets, the loudspeakers making the announcements-- all
were repeated, the only difference being that this time the military show
was somewhat less there being no machine gun§ in evidence.

WVhereas on May 26th about 3,000 people had been taken, on June 20th
and 21st about 5,000 were sent to W'bork. Those who had the-120,000 stamp.
the serial 10,000 (Portuguese) and the 110,000 (mixed marriage) were re~ .
leased, All the others were sent to W'bork., Two days after this raid -
the "J.R." stamp was officially declared to be no longer valid (which, of
course, really had been the. case in practice) but the ‘*J.R." was told that
70 people were to be given an "Ausnahmebescheinigung! (of which I enclose”
a photo copy, Enclosure No,5), the holders of which were allowed to stay '
in Amsterdam for the time be;ns Ten people were given this "Ausnahme-
bescheinigung® automatically, ‘amongst whom my name appeared. When I pro-
tested that I did not want to have it I was told that the "Centralstelle!
had already issued these 10 documents and that whether or not I took
it it would not affect the number in any way.

It nmust be remembered that if it had not been for the extraordinary
action of A,D,F. on the 26th of May, I would have been in W'bork by then,
Of course during all these days any number of people "went under", many -
of then doing it with so little preparation that they were found after a
few dayss I was put under the strongest pressure on the part of my Aryan :
friends to "go under!; they considered this to be by now high time because,
as neationed before, I did not even have the.120,000 stamp; I refused be-
cause by that time the work on the Palestine exchange action had become
vital and I did not therefore feel justified in leaving my post.

This selection of 70 people who were to receive the Ausnahme-

-

1) The Tirm of "Puls" was working for the German "Hausratserfassungsstelle"a S

This demartment had started to make an inventory of Jewish apartments,- )
houses, etc, on a fairly large scale (probably to frighten people into not -
-selling or storing valuable furniture, eic. elsewhere), After the deporta- - -
tions, this practice was carried on on a much smaller scale because instead - -
the belongings of the deported Jews were simply carried off by "Puls! (ge- =
pulst) ard sent to Germany as "Liebesgaben -fes holl, Volkes", “Inferior. = !

stuff was sold from barques anchored in the quieter canals in Amsterdam.' 'ffi '
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bescheinigung" was only a repetition of the scenes that .had been enacted

on like occasions before. It was, however,. soon posslble vastly to extend

the number, Thus, "H.a.V." was given the right to submit an additional ]
list of about 100 people who had as their task the preparation offood E R
for those detained in the “Schouwburg'. This food was prepared in.two
Jewish restaurants but the work of the peeling of potatoes, cleaning of
vegetadbles, distrivution, etc. was done by volunteer warkers whom I now
could protect. In a like way Dr., van der Laan got for his department
hundreds of such "lusnahmebescheinigungen" because he pleaded that unless

he retained a minimum of employees he could not provide the necessary
victuals for the remaining Jews. As mentioned before, he was in charge

of the department of Jewish shops, markets, etc, Moreover, the "Expositurl
ot the right, in addition to the 70 mentioned, to submit a list of its
people, so that in all instead of 70, perhaps 500 of these documents were
given, Vith few excentions they were respected until on September 29th, .
1943, on the EZve of Rosh Hashanah, the last big raid took place in which - /
all remaining Jews, no matter what their nrotection or standing, with the ¢ )
excention of the Portuguese and those of mixed marriages, were taken from - -
their houses and sent to W'bork.

‘I was by then aquite used to "5.S." visits. On that night of the £
29th of September, 1943, two neople came to get me, made the usual business
about radio, telephone, the assumntion that more people were living in
such a big flat, and finally recuested me to find a non-Jew vho would be
required to take over the-flat and sign an undertaking that he would see

. to it that nothing was stolen, I told them that as far as I knew there

was nobo?y living anywhere near me - which was a fact - whereupon one of
the S.5. men went out in search of such an Aryan and the other man was left
to guard me. He was an S«S. man around the age of 40 and.he alloved me -
certainly against his orders - to telephone to my friends to say goodbye , A
anc make last minute arrangements. He never followed me when I went up= . F-
stairs or downstairs so that I probably could easily have got away. As

a matter of fact I had the feeling thay he almost wished me to do-so. I

had, however, made up my mind to see the thing through and did not avail

nyself of this last opportunity. :

As a matter of fact, Prof. Brahn, Prof, Lagueur and I had received
warning the day bvefore that this action would take place, Prof. Brahn even
having been offered by the German who warned him false papers in case he
wanted to go into hiding, The three of us, who had been very close, had
however, decided not to "go under", ioreover, false warnings had been
given so often that this last raid was impending that we did not know
whether or not to believe it. As it turned out,Prof, Brahn, who shared
a flat with a couple of the "mixed marriage' category, was, through some
oversight or other, not fetched until the 24th of December, whereas Prof,
Laqueur was one of ten people who, with his wife and unmarried -daughter,”
was allowed to go home from the station, his married children, however,
being sent away. This raid definitely cleared Ansterdam of Jews, in all
5,000 being sent away that day,

It was pitehdark when we left the flat., I had a rucksack vhich °
was really far too heavy for me to carry and when my guard brought me to
the meeting place, about 10 minutes' walk from my housé, without saying
anything he took the rucksack from me and carried i% for me, giving it
back to me only when we came. into the lights of the station, Neither
he nor I said anything about it, The second man hagd,come back without
any Aryan but left again immediately afterwards and 1 heard later on.that -
my flat was connletely plundered of everything within two hours-after my.~
hav1.a left, because when friends entered it soon after: with a. duplicate:
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key in order to get out a few more clothes, it was quite empty except
for some of the heavier pieces of furniture which wers left for Puls,

The pandemonium at the Anstel Station from where ve, left was’ in-
describable., I had left my luggage with the Queridos and had gone to
talk. to Prof. Daquer who was standing at the entrance to the- .station.
'hhile I was deing:tHis, neople were ordered to go upstairs on-to the plat-
form and nnturally the Oueridos, having as much as they could: carry them-
selves . could no¥ take my luggage as well, . When, in answer to shouts to
hurry up, I wvent back to the wlace, there was i,D,F, all by himself,
standing next %o ny luggage. He said, "Mrs. Yan Tijn, everybody his al-
re~dy been asing for you', I did not say anything to him and toock my
luggage and sorehow or other managed to struggle up the stairs, almost
collapsirg under- the weight, Of course, W'bork was in a turmoil when
they saw people like Cohen, Asscher, Sluzker, Blueth, all arrive in the
usual ways :

This last raid cleared Anmsterdam of all but a handful of Jews and f'
was the end of this chavter, The transportations naturally went on :
from W'bhork but this I have described in the chapte; on W'hork.,

o

A1l the offices of the "J.R." were raided and closed, all the
documents, money and furniture being talten away. After that a number of
Jews (but only those who left their families behind in W'bork as hostages)
£ot leave to liguidate the affairs of some of the departments like the
Financial Department, the Jewish Community etc., Blueth got more or less
permanent leave because his department was used for the clearing of the
synagogues and the offices and also, as -described in the chapter on W'bork,
for the continuous buying of material, etc., for W'bork, . So to some extent
his preaises which had been situated for a long time in a big old ware-
house in the "Oude Schans" remmined open, Besides that.the "BExpositurf
kept on working, Dr. Sluzker having been given permanent leave from W'bork
to continue his attendance on A,D.F,; Mrs, Vordemberge, who had for-years
Played an inportant part in the running of+this office, being married 4o
2 non-Jew could also continue -her work: O the whole, the "Expositur! -
continued to work with people who had contracted mixed marriages. After a
while all those who were on leave in Amsterdam were forced to sleep in a
Jewish "hotel! which was improvised in a hoube adjoining the "Expositur!
in ths Jan van Dyctstraat. I nanaged to procure leave for .Gerzon for
Wierin<en and for Querido for "H,a,V'. I mersonally never could get leave
because I had no near relations in W'bork who could be considered as host-
ages, s0 that I was never able pronerly to liguidate the important work of
the Palestine Bxchange, and the Zmigration Department. As a matter of fact,
when the "Lijnhaansgracht! was raided, I lost some "black! money and some
manuscripts which to me were of importance, and also the interesting statis—
tical material T had premared during the latter years and which I had not
teer able to send the JDC, I am sorry to say that I lmow nothing about
the way in which ths other departments were finally liguidated but I hope
that n comprehensive account of the whole Jewish history during these years
and particularly one covering all the activities of the "J.R.", many of
whose departments did magnificent work, will be written in due course,

As far as I Ymow, by July 1944, Dutch Jewry had, generally speaking, .
“been-liouidatsd in the following way:-
111,000 had been sent to Poland:

4,000 were in Bergen-Belsen;

2,500 were in Vesterbork (I mow from an orlglnalxletter received
from Amsterdam dated July 320, 1944 that on that date W'bork
vas intact and unchan&edg

2,500 (annrox ) in There51enstﬂdt.
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- The approximate 20,000 not accounted for included those who died, those
still in hiding and Jewish swouses in mixed marriages.,” It is Aifficulé

to glve figures for these 3 categories., In the spring of 1944 it was
generally assumed that about 15,000 Jews were by then in hiding but part«
icularly since early in 1944 the Germans had created a special organiza-
tion to look for Jews who had "gone under", many of them, I am afraid, have
been found in the course of time., The figures given here vary a little
from those given to the JDC shortly after my arrival in Palestine, This

is due to the fact that I have since learned that one more Theresienstadt
‘anc one more Poland. transport left in June.

This, to the Vest of my knowvledge, is the story of the 140,000
Jews in Hollan¢ during the years of occupation, : ’ '
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This draft report deals with tragedies we know, -But the curtain Pl D co
has only just been fung up on the fifth act. What are we going to find -
when we shall be able once more tg go into Ber@en~Belsen, Theresienstadt,
not to speak of Poland?.,,. ’

In what condition will we find those who "went under"p Many of
the children brought to Westerbork whg wvere found in hiding were in a
very bad physical and mental condition. Only we never knew how long
they may have been detained in prisons by the Germans; for after Septem~
ber 29, 1943, there was no longer a collecting place under Jewish manage-
ment. The prisons were used for the purnose. 1In many of the hiding
places the Jews had to stay indoors in one room for years, Pacilities
for reading, hearing of radio, etc. varied. Altogether accommodation, )
food and recreation for those in hiding ranged from good to very bad. i
Only those whose personal appearance coupled with the possession of exe K
tremely zood faked papers and general "safelt surroundings allowed them to ° : s -
§0 about freely, lived (at least to some extent) a normal life,

But the others? Two cases of women who had been "under" gnd who
were murdered because of their helpless position and because they possess—
ed "cash" were reported in the papers, : '

Friends of mine - a couple with one boy of 16 - had to change i
their hiding place because the old one was no longer considerad Tgafel,

. The man who was to help them arranged it in such a way that the parents
vere to £o on alone and he was to follow with the boy and the luggage,
Yeither the boy.nor the lusgage arrived. 4 mutual Aryan friend .of ours -
2 monan of exceptional gualities both as to character and intelligence -
who posséssed a German passport, found the man, whose address, of - course,
was known, He simply .owned up to having murdered the boy and stolen the
luggage. He buried the body on the heath near Blaricum,.. Three people -
besides the parents - know of this: myvberman,friend, Prof. Brahn and Tess
What could we do? Prosscution woula have meant endangering the parents -
and probvably a number of other people who were in contact with this Yspe~
cial organization for the hiding of Jewst, The parents are still "undert
or were on July 30, 1944 when I hag the last news from my friend, They
Were in Brabant near "s'Hertogenbosch", The whole of Brabant, with its
Catholic population of peasants and smallholders, is crowded with Jews
in hiding, Tt is there where the heaviest fighting is taking place at
Present. -

It is all this that I think of at night when I cannot sleap., What
and whom are we 80ing to find when we shall come back into.a liberated
Holland? - Iato an occupied Germany?.., :

How many of those who were human beings - ordinary human'beings,é
when the CGermans came, will be alive, and - if alive - what will be -their
condition when the curtain rings down on the final act? -

Whatever- we may find - let it be soon.

Sgd. Gertrude van Tijn,

.. ¥ahariah, Palestine, - -
- October 2nad, 1944
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CAMP "VUGHTY,

Around December 1942 - January 1943, after innumerable rumours
had already been sprend about, 1t became kmown that the Germans had -
built an eatirely new camp at Vught which camp was always to be called
after the village near which it was situated. According %o the .infor-
mation given by the Germans to Cohen and Asscher, this camp was to
" ouse certain industries like diamond cutting, clothing industry, cert- . |
ain branches of the Eindhoven Phillips factories and possibly others,.
Cohen and Asscher were informed that no deportations would take Place -
from Vught to Poland, that the people there would be decently treated,. )
that »eople would bhe allowed to take not only the usual personal belong-
ings which they. could carry but also any possible valuables they might
still possess, and, cenerally sveaking, the picture given of this camp
vas a very attractive one; the greatest advantage naturally being the
promise made that the people from Vught would remain in Holland, T

All these promises Cohen and Asscher unfortunately bvelieve,
Right At the beginning when the UJ,R.! was actually advocating the camp
and encouraging people to 0 there, some of us had the most terrible
rows adout it at the Friday neetings of the heads of departments, be-
cause We were of the opinion that there was no reason to think that
the promises in this case were likely to be kept any more than they had
been in others, and furthermore, it seemed to us that no Jew had the
right to gncourage any other Jew to go into any canmp whatsoever,

4s it turned out, Vught was very soon to became -one of the worst
concentration camps there were; no "J,R." man was allowed to enter it
Blueth was allowed to visit it and speak to the commandant about the
requirenents for the inhabitants but on the rare occasions when he was
allowed to enter the camp at all, he was invariably so closely guarded
by the S,S. officisls that he could not speak to any Jews freely, On
one occasion, but much later, Cohen and Afgcher were allowed to visit
the camp., That was at a time when already it became apnarent that con-
cditions there were appailing. "

The families were separated, husband and wife allowed to see each
other only once a week and whenever. there was punishment not even then;
children were taken away from their parents and segregated in a chil-
dren's part where ther soon were to die like flies. Even when they were
practically daying the mother was not allowed to visit her child, I
cannot give any first hand information about it, but one of ny close
friends who had beern to Vught, then to W'bork and finally with me to
Bergen-Belsen, when I asked her if Vu:ht was as bad as Bergen~Belsen,
always answered "Much worsell, - - T -

_Anyhow 1t soon becanme aprarent that nome of the promises was.
kept. Becanse it vas possible to send food- parcels, vhich was done
Very generously vrivately as well as by the "J.R." Blueth Department,
there was no starvation; but what exactly happened %o the children I
do not mow, Perhaps heczuse even the smallest ones did not cet a
drop of milk or perhaps for some other reason there was such a high
mortality that you coula really use the words "denth camp' in relation
-to the children, '

Whep the provinces were made "Judenfrei, she Jews wére sent- to
g1t and not to Wihork but -from thers all the old and sick people were,
after a very short timé, transported to W'bork and then to Poland. ~
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The commandant really wanted Vught to become a work camp and
could not be bothered with either old or sick people or children.
Therefore, at the end of May 1943, finally all the children were sent
avay from Vught to W'bork, one of the parents, ‘generally the mother,
being allawed to accompany them, The husbands who remained behind
were promised that their families would be detained in W'bork, a promige
which was, of course, promptly broken. This transport of over 1000
pveople consisted mainly of sick chiléren and women. About 100 children
were brought into hospltal and thsy and their mothers kept back for
some time, whereas others with their mothers were almost immediately
put on transport. People in W!bork who witnessed the arrival as well
as the transportation of the Vught people always said that of all the
things they saw in W'bork, the Vught transports generally, but particularly
this children's transport, wers the worst.

All the people who came from Vusht invariably arrived in W!'bork
in a very bvad physical condition, without any lugoage and often clad
only in an overall or an o0ld coat or some rag or other, frequently
without any underclothing. These facts I know, of course, to be true
because they were checked in W'bork and some of the people from Vught
I saw with my own eyes, but whether the stories they told about Vught
may or may not have been exaggerated, I do not know., According to them,
in the beginning the treatment at Vught had been comparable perhaps to
Ber:;en-Belsen, except for the more severe separations of families; gra=-
dually the treatment became worse, beatings being frequent and I was
told that gallows were erected in the middle of the men's section so that
the men could see them, and that hangings took place frequently. The
Jewish camp at Vught was only a small part of the general Vught con-
centration camp for non-Jews. The same commandant who was responsible
fer the Jewish camp which, it must be remembered, had been promised to
be a work camp, was also in charge of the non-Jewish concentration camp;
probably he did not, in the end, bother to make much difference in the
treatment. I have no doubt that reworts abeut Vughtwill be written in ~
due time by those who have gone through -the zamp,

Actually, the firm Asscher and possibly others sent diamond cutting
machinery to Vught. Curiously enough, this véry same machinery was later
sent to Bergen-Belsen where our men had to unload it and erect it in a
special dbarrack reserved for a diamond industry in Bergen-Belsen, Further-
moTe, a number of people were busy collecting sewing and other machines
for clothing factories anc sent them to Vught., I remenmber that I was
anproached several times by a friend of mine who believed he was doing a
good thing by furnishing Vught with machinery and thus saving as many Jews
as he could from being deported., I always told him that I personally '
would have nothing to do with this and that in my opinion it was a shame
that any Jews should lend themselves to assist in this work,

Altogether, it soon became apparent that none of the promises
that had been made were kept. Mot only did Vught regularly supply trans-
port "material" for W'bork dbut a transport of about 1000 people was sent
directly from Vught to Poland some time in thé summer of 1943, Whereas .
originally about 3000 people had been in Vught, by about April 1944 there

- were only a few hundred left who worked for the Phillips factory, amongst

them practically all of the "Westerning emigration group” from Eindhoven:
w10 had not previously "gone under". There again it seems that the spee=
ial protection this group enjoyed through Westerning saved them from
transport to Poland. -Phis "Phillips® group had all along been treated

well and had enjoyed special privileges - probably through the influerce ,1;

of the Phillips factories in Eincdhoven.

by




Anyhow, by the spring of 1944, the Jewish section of the Vught
carmp had practically been liquidated, most of the Jews having been sent
to Poland contrary to all promises given, and thus ended a short but
particularly sad and ignominous chapter in -the Jewish history of those
times, ’ :

* ok ok ok ok ok ok
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CAMP MYZSTERBORK",

Full renorts about the origin of W'bork are in the archives of
the JDC. I amongst others had been most violently opposed to" its.erec-
tion becanse I believed then, and still believe, that the 1% Million
Guilders ~ all Jewish money - which had gone into the building and equip~
nent of the camp and the large sums which were monthly needed to pay
the salaries of the (non-Jewish) Dutéh officials there as well as the
maintenance of the refugees would have been amply sufficient to emigrate
all but a very small number of its inhabitants. - However, those oppos-
ing the scheme (also in Parliament) had lost in the struggle - W'bork
was built - close to the German frontier - and in May 1940 housed about
800 Jewish refugees, During the few days of the war the refugees were
evacuated to Leeuwarden - but the Dutch authorities insisted on all of
then returning to W'bork after the capitulation. BSome of them had by
then been there since Hovember 1939; from that date on and in the same /
rneasure as W'bork was nearing completion and as.other camps were needed’
by military authorities the refugees (also those who had "illegally"
entered Holland) were increasingly concentrated in W'bork so that in
February 1940 nearly all other camps (except children's homes) had been
liqui@ated. Once in W'bork, no difference was made between "legal! and

"illegal' refugees.

It is perhaps interesting to record here a particularly tragic
incident which took place when the Germans came t0 the camp situated in
"Hoek van Holland" in May 1940, This camp housed a number of German
deserters and 60 "illegal' Jewish refugees. It was in charge of Lieute-
nant de Haan who later for some.time became second commandant in W'bork
under Captain Schol, Lieutenant, de Haan, when delivering the deserters
to the Germans, did not make it elear that amongst them were German Jews,
so that these unfortunate ones were taken to Germany with the deserters,
This had been a camp for men only- and some of them had famllies else~
vhere in Holland., Naturally the. efpltement and subsequent anxiety were
intense. Eventually however, after. .many months, miraculously these Ger-
nan Jews returned to Holland and were interned in W'bork, (As far as I
know, Lt, de Haan was later on suspept politically).

The Dutch camp commandsint was Captain Schol - a man of uncertain
temperanent but, as far as I ecan judge, no friend of the Germans nor of
the ¥.5.B. His wife who (until the German occupation) took an active in-
terest in the children's work in W'bork, was definitely anti-Nazi; his ~
brother, however, who came to W'bork from time to time, later became pro-
¥azi; I mention this because Schol - who was not a strong man - was sub-
“Jected to both these influences; moreover he suffered from malaria and
there were times when his treatment of the German refugees .was almoss un—
pardonable, whereas at other times he showed every consideration,

It has been 1laid down in o0ld reports how and why it was that the
Goverxﬂent and not the Refugee Committee was responsible for the food;
sranting of leave; assigning of work, etc., But it is necessary to stress
this point once more becanse much that happened later was due to the:
fact that the "original' camm inhabitants (who came to be generally nown

as "die Alten Kampinsassen') were embittered to an incredibdle degree ag inst

nembers of the old refugeé committee and - later - the "Joodsche Raad'.
I too believe that. probably *''bork would not have.been built if Prof.,
Cohen and General Praag (Medlcal Officer) had folght against it instead” of -

for it, But L personally later often asked myself whether it was not, o
after all, a good thing that W'bork existed as it did. when the deportations
started,” For by then it was run.by Jews, a practlce whlch was never B
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altered, whereas, for instance, the camp which the Germans established
in Vught was put immediately under the $.5, and was terrible. And the
fact that all those about to be deported generally had.at least a week
respite in W'bork made it, after all, possible to do some things for

them in the way of equipment, parcels of food for the voyase; etc, As
it was also possible to retain Jews in W'bork (whick, however, did not
interfere with the number which had to be delivered per transport) it
was, unfortunately, also the source of much of the corruption there,

After May 1940 a German commandant took charge of W'borke. In
the beginning there were several changes in the appointments but from
(I velieve) about October 1942 and certainly until July 30th, 1944
(after which date the camp was, I am told, liquidated) Obersturmfuehrer
Gemmeke was commandant. Next to him Cantain Schol continued to work
unttl, I believe, November or December 1942, (About this date I am
uncertain), His position was very difficult, He was not the man ta
handle it and unfortunately it was Captain Schol (and not the Germans)
who was guilty of actually beating Jews on a few occasions, To my mind
it is necessary to remember this as the chances are that the Dutch Go-
vernment, after the war, may again try to entrust to him the management - .
of some camp or other, anyhow, Captain Schol has been known to express
this wish, -

Whereas until May 1940 the "Alte Kampinsassen' (¥A,K.I.") were
free to walk about, got leave to £0 to Assen frequently and also from
time to time to Amsterdam, after May the camp was immediately closed )
with barbed wire, watchtowers wers built and manned, and the "village
atmosphere" which the Dutch Minist{er responsible for the building of
Wibork had aimed at (and which unfortunately never had or could have been
achieved with inhabitants who were:there against their free will) was
definitely changed inte a Ycamp atmosphers!, The camp was run entirely
by the "A.K.I.': later even a Jewish police force was recruited mainly
from amongst them (the "0.D.! - "0rd& Dienst"). This point cannot be
sufficiently stressed because this was the root of much of the trouble -
hatred, corruption and indefinabdle dangerous undercurrents which later
made . W'bork, when it housed for a short time as mawy as 17,000 but for
a long time never less than 10,000 (mainly Dutch) Jews, and when it
became the centre of the deportations, the hell it was,

To ny mind, though I fully shared and realized the physical hard-
ships @ the filth, the indescribably bad hygienic conditions of W'bhork -
it was the lack of "morale" (in every way) and -of course - the weekly
recurring tragedies of the transports which made W'bork so terrible,

The "A.K.I." became, through the cirdumstances described above, -«
to some extent the commandant's "own Jews¥, They were housed decently in
the original buildings - private rooms with water, W.C, and central heat-
ing; young unmarried people sometimes in large square rooms accommodating
about 20 with 2-hed tiers but still with all the above conveniences, with
plenty of room for luggage and the possibility of cooking on electric -
plates, ete, ete, - ' : k

 Whereas in May 1940 800 people had been in W'bork, this number S
was slowly increased to about 1500 as the remaining camps and children's
homes wére forced to send the refugee inhabitants to-Wibork, As this camp

..had originally been designed to house about 2,000 people with ample room = -
“for school, synagogie and- a small hospital,-there still, at that time, ;

-

was no overcrowding, The canp food, which had beer bad under Dutchimanage;

. ment, actually improved after the Gernan occupation; no restrictions - .
vere enforced regarding the receipt of mail, parcels, etc. B >
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At about this time, Mr., Curt Blueth commenced his work as representative
of the Amsterdam committee in “'bork, and put his whole consideradle
energy and resourcefulness at the service of those interned there. -He
spent a great deal of his time in W'bork and both he and the Chief Rabbi-
Levisohn did much for the internees., :

The representative of the Amsterdam committes was allowed to g0
to W'bork freely and I personally continued to visit the camp from tim
to time although'I had handed over the camp department to Blueth, '

Pressure of work never had in the past - and certainly did not then -

allov me to give the camp inhabitants the personal attention to each

single "case' which they had a right to expect. Blueth did this in a

manner unparalleled before, Until January 1942 the camp remained thus

the place in which German refugees were interned ~ a community kept

fairly closely together against their wish but in a comparative security

and comforts Although later this group of "Alte Kampinsassen' enjoyed by

far the greatest measure of that feeling of "security" which all other

Jéws had completely lost (excepting the "protected families" of Asscher,.

Prof. Oohen and Sluzker and a few other protected groups described at spme

length in the general report) and although they lived in a comfort which .
we - housed in the dreadful large barracks - could only envy - the animos-" - -
ity of this group towards Dutch Jews generally and members of the former
refugee committee and to a still greater degree members of the "Joodsche;
Raad" was intense, We had been free at a time when ~ before the war -
they had already (to their mind wrongfully) been interned. Although the
longest period of internment under Dutch rule was 17 months, in most cases
very much less, to them it apveared that the Dutch Jews (nqt_the,Dutch
Government but the Jews) were responsible for the internment extending
nov, due to the war, over many years. It was difficult to make them un~
derstand that all Governments had created refugee camps and had determined
the way in which they should bte managed; that at the time of their enter-
ing Holland the "legal refugees": had, when still in Germany, signed an .
undertaking to go into a camp; that the illegal ' ones and the San Louis - U
prassengers had gladly accepted camp rather than @ return to Germany -~ they ' '
did not wish to recognize this, Moreover, all of them had wished to
enmigrate, and while this had been Possible for many, they, the reriaining
"A.K.I." had not succeeded. THey had not got away while others had and
"this was, so they asserted, the fault of the Jews. For me, of course,

the trouble was that, although I could not but share their views as to the
original foundation of Wibork, to some extent I also saw the point of
view of the Dutch Government, However, whether they were right or wrong,
the "Alte Karpinsassen" had been interned for 4 years and longer by the
time the first Dutch Jews arrived: were then in possession of all the

good jobs in W'bork; had practically the unchecked right to send people'
to Poland or to keep them in W'bork; were, because of the unparalleled -
corruption, living in real luxury; suffered from camp psychosis and - pro~-
ceeded to use their power, To show how sometimes they used this power

to "revenge' themselves against members of the "J,R.M, I should like <to
mention the following happenings:- .

When, on September 22th, Prof. Cohen and Abraham Asscher with .

their families were also brought to W'bork they were accommodated in the
large barracks the same wvay as everyone else. Notwithstanding the. fact

that I was their political opronent, this made me (and I know with me L
many others) most indignant. After all, Prof. Cohen and Asscher had been
for many years.before the war at the head of the Dutch Jewish Community,
Prof. Cohen had from 1933 on put every moment of his spare time at the
service of the refugee cause, Both of them were no: longer young .men, .To
ny mind the only possible Yehaviour would have been for the influentisl =

-
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Jews in W'bork to point out to the commandant that these two people

had to be given a room. It is true that the commandant, when Prof, Cohen
" had visited the camp previously, had always treated him badly; it is

true that the commandant had appointed 4 yougg men of no consequence

at all to be the representatives of the "J,R.", when dealing with him,

but I feel certain that, if the position had been properly presented to

the commandant he would not have objected to their being more comfortably

accommodateds It was certain that the group of "A.K.I.' enjoyed subject-

ing these heads of the "J,R." to this indignity. After a short time,

on account of an order from the German S,S, in Amsterdam, Prof. Cohen

and Abr, Asscher were each given a room, Dr. Sluzker and his family

had, in a like way, been given a two-room accommodation almost immedia-

tely after their arrival, If this shows the pettiness of the TA K, I.tsh,
- the following episode serves to show how dangerous they could be,

In the big raid on June 20th, 1942, amongst many others, Bruno , i
Imbafh and his family consisting of wife and two very small children '
had been brought to W'bork., Imbach had for many years worked in the i
Emigration Department and had been the commecting link with the Amer- ’ B
ican and other Consulates regarding the obtaining or verification of
visa. Personally I think that due to his good relationship with these
functionaries and his general ability he many times succeeded in pro-
curing a visum where others night have failed. Evidently, however, a
small group of "A,K.I.'s" believed that it was through somé fault of
Imbach that their overseas visum had not been given and that they had
not got away in time, When he arrived in Wibork, Imbach was immediately
put on outside work like digging, etcs, whereas generally speaking it
was usually managed that officials who had been so long connected with
the Jewish work as Imbach did not work in the beginning and were then
given an administration jobs Imbach, however, was made to turn out for - ) o
work the morning after his arrival and the neéxt thing I heard was that ’ . -
he was on the transport list, I was then in Anmsterdam and I and many . i
of us immediately approached Prof., Cohen about - this, pointing out that
Imbach was one of our oldest and most capable o¢fficials, Prof. Cohen h
promised to do all he ‘could but the next we-heard was that Imbach and his
family had been sent avay with the very next transport. The only thing
that his old friends and colleagues like Gruenberghnd others who now had
influential positions in W'bork managed to obtain’ for him was to have
hinm made transport leader so that he could travel ih a compartment in-
steac of in a cattle truck, They did not dare really oppose the "A.K.I." who
were responsible for this, They must have been very influential indeed,

They were by then except for the above-mentioned reservations practically

the only ones who were, as a group, protected against deportation., Until
quite late - the autumn of 1943 - even the parents and other near relatives

of the "K.K.I," could be, and were in fact, detailed in W'bork and even— )
tually - when this was no longer possible for all of them — they were - sent to -
Theresienstadt in ordinary trains ( and not in Poland in cattle trucks),

Only once in July 1942 were about 300 young men from the ¥A,K,I,"' sent
avay with the very first transport, ’

Pacec S

When the deportations started in July 1942, the character of

W'borkrchanged radically. Dutch Jews and ethers poured into W'bork

by the thousands:; were herded into big barracks which had been built

for the purpose and devorted from there to Poland, These barracks . =

were, in the beginning, not at all (and later, insufficiently) lighted -

and heated, These'barracks,,accommodating normally from 400 to 500 e

People, were divided into two parts, separated by a small squdre- room -

which served for the distribution of bread, etc,; one=half was reserved’ L
~for men; the other half for women; people were freely allowed to go into -

sach other's section until 9:30 af night when men were supposed to leave
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the women's barrack and vice versa, There was no special dining room;
* the food was either consumed on the beds or on long wooden frames put

up on both sides .of the barracks between the beds at regular intervals.
The bYeds were iron frames, 3 tiers high, with thin straw mattresses, -
alvays 12 in one block, the beds being twinbeds., If one of these 12
turned over, all the frames shook. People sleeping in the lowest or
niddle beds could not sit up properly: there were no cupboards of any
kind, 4s everybody could have as many possessions as they liked (parcels
with food and clothing being allowed) the state of the barracks may

easily be imagined: everything hanging on the walls, standing on the
beams, dangling from lines, being piled onto the beds etc, Cooking was
not permitted but was, all the same, freely done on small portable camp-
. stoves which most of -us had with us. Cooking on the two wall stoves (when
lighted in winter) was allowed: this was invariably the place where
fighting occurred. At both ends of the barracks was a washroom with taps
and cold running water and one - one - ¥,C, This was separated from )
the washroom by a strav mat only. As the other lavatories were a little
walk from the barracks (24 in rows without partitions) this one W.C. was
used all day by the sick people, children and after dark ' as well as in the
early morning by all the people sleeping in a tarrack room, At 6:00 of
clock in the morning invariabdly a long queue would wait their turn, The
stench and condition was by then, of course, already unbearable. No won-
cer the dreaded camp sickness resenbling dysertery was spreading and at-
tacked in turn practically everybody living in those barracks, Other in- ~
fectious diseases - marticularly Jaundice, diphtheria, scarlet fever - were
prevalent. Onee admitted to hospital the patients were fairly well cared
for as there were erough good doctors (also eminent specialists). By the-
end of 1942, the W'bork hospital contained the largest number of beds of
any hospital in Holland. When for the first .time on October 2nd 10,000
Jews arrived in W'bork within 24 hours (W'bork housed in those weeks
17,000 | Jews), several large barracks were converted into hospital bar-
racks; there were then times when everything the patients needed (but
never drugs or medicines) were lacking so that‘gpecial drives had to be
made for sheets, blankets, basins, thermoneters,’ etc, etc, Due primarily -
to the really superhuman efforts made by Blueth and the Department "Hulp
aan Vertrekkenden", an organization newly created after the deportations
began, as well as the great organizational powers’of the manager of the hos-
pitals, Dr, Fritz Spainier, all these difficulties were overcome in a very
short time; and althoush the hospital (beds practically everywhere 2
tiers high) was comparable only to a field lazaret, the treatment the
vatients could and did&ecaive vas adequate. : ’

Waen it was no longer allowed to bring Jewish'patients to Gronin-
gern for operations, a well-equipped, modern operating theatre was built
in W'bork; the treatment of surgical cases was excellent; o

The portality in W!bork was fairly high; particularly old people
who were brought to W!'bork after many ernotional and physical hardships
often did not survive the .arrival for long., I was told reliably that
the children's mortality was also higher than in the rest of Holland but
figures are not available, Ear infections among children were very pre—
valent. Many children who had never known a day's illness before coming
to W‘bork were always sick there, There was a special children's hospital
with ‘wood specialists; milk and special diet for the children were avail-
able. Yet this hospital, always with some small naneless children (found

by/theipoléce and brought to W'bork for deportation) was cne of the most .

@epressing‘sights.< To.me; who through living there intimately knew life,”“9
in the big barracks with its unspeakably filthy conditions, it seemed a

marvel that there were children (and grown-ups) who were dactually well;f’f:f,
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The work was not too heavy; but branches of the work which had

been started in W'bork in special industry barracks protected the workers
against demortation and there the work was done fairly steadily; in

most other jobs, "1i jntrekling! (idling) wns the order of the days In
the offices (particulnrly a few days before transports) the employees
wvor'ted very hard,'often-all through the nizht, Particularly in the
"Antragstelle" of which Dr. Ottenstein was the head, they realized that
“the life .of a person depended on whether or not his papers were handled
quickly and efficiently; the work there was done with the utmost devo-
tion. Generally speaking, there was an 8 hours!' work-day, with Saturday
A half day and a free Sunday. In some branches, like kitchen, laundry,
sorting of peas, etc, the work was done in 2 or even 3 shifts, It was
the desire of the German commandant to make the camp self-supporting.,
After several visits by an S.S, officer from Berlin, conditions became
much more.stringent (also work hours) but that was not until much later.

By the time I left in March 1944 most people were working hard
from 7 in the morning until 7 at night with one and a half hours for the
nidday recess; it had become difficult by then to receive exemption
from work; all extra allowances on food had been cut down or stopped;
rarcels which could and did arrive in unlimited numbers until about- Fov-
ember 1943 were rationed to 2 kilos in 4 weeks for each nember of a
family and to 2 kilos in 6 weeks for unmarried people, Letters could.
only be sent from W'bork one each in 4 weels and replies received only
on special answer-forms attached thereto - so that, by the time I left,
W'bork was assuming in an ever-increasing degree the form of a "con—
centration camp', Only the fact that a number of people were still
allowed to go to Amsterdan (Blueth, Sluzker and perhaps 2 or 3 others),
vhile returning for a visit to their families in W'bork fairly regularly,
constituted a link between W'bork and thé outer world. By that time con-
control of luggage, etc, even of those privileged people had become so
stringent that practically none of them dared take clandestine.letters
or parcels, Still, we received newspapers *yegularly and there alvays
was, up to the last, a chance to send and rébeive‘urgent clandestine
messages while the contents of the Eng;lish broadcast were known daily nore
or less correctly, Also right up to the last there was a black market
in cormodities 1ike butter, bread, sausage, efgs; the victuals destined
for the camp inhabitants were stolen, "organized' and sold at a profit,
thus for instance the patients in the hospitel never ot the milk allocat-
ed fo them nor the other rations they were entitled to, Small groups of
People continued to he highly privile#ed and to live in luxury and, gen-
erally speaking, since by that time all the "unprotected! had really been
transported, the living conditions in Wibork were - even at the begin-
ning of 1944 - fairly good for those that remained; they belonged to
the better situated ones who still received parcels;-the WA, K,I.": or to
those who "prganizegt victuals really belonging to the whole carp,

However, all this is really later history, 4s mentioned befofe,
Wibork until July 1942, was a Jewish refugee camp - inhabited by about

2000 people with complete self-government, the German and Dutch commanders

as well as the guarding Dutch Marechausse (rural police) being very little
in evidence, In July 1942 however, the deportations started and W'bork
was the centre from which they took place, Until October the transports
went to and left from Hooghalen and the Jews had to walk over.an hour to f
and from the camp, the road being often strewn with luggage which ‘proved -
too heavy to carry. By October 1942 the narrow gauge branth railway con- .
" structed by camp inhabitants was ready and the transports were bro
and left from the centre of the camp, By that time W'bork had been.ex—
~ tended, Elghteen large barracks as described above had been consiructed
_ for ‘general-purposes and. 5 for additional Hospital accommodations- One

-

ught to.
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barrack was always used for the so-called MSh ("Strafe! - punishment)
cases. Feople were sometimes sent there with an "S" who never even

knew what their offenfe had been., Or they were sent there for buying
fruit or for buying at the wrong hours or for walking in some places’
prohibited to Jews or, as a matter of fact, for any of the hundreds

of offences a Jew could hardly avoid committing in the general course

of just living., Mainly, however, the population in the MgH barrack
consisted of those found with false papers in hiding. It was always
possible to get a few of those released into the general camp and thus
save them from transport for a more or less long period, This was done
with the help of some of the influential Jews in the camp either because
of some special service for the industries in the camp (delivery of
machinery), etc, or other Payments, but generally spesking, these "8V
cases were always sent to Poland and provided the first and most stable
"material for the transports, The treatment in the "s" barrack was -
quite humane but it was not easy to shirk work. After repeated and £
successful flights had taken place from the "S" barrack they had to
wear ‘special blue overalls marked conspicuously in red and their own
clothes were taken away until such time as they left for Poland, The
men's heads were shaved, -They were allowed to receive parcels both from,

the general camp and from outside., Visitors from the camp were allowed,

As a matter of fact, it was easy to communicate with the "S' people, The
number of its inhabitants of course changed. In January 1944 there were

nore than 1000 in that one barrack and conditions were insupportable, A
second barrack was prepared but before it was taken into use a Poland trans- .-
port had already emptied the "0, - : 7

The use the large barracks were put to varied constantly in accord-
ance with the number of people then in W'bork, the exigencies of the
"industries", etc, All this necgssitated a constant changing from one
barrack to another, invariably a matter of great concern to those who
had then to move into other already crowded barracks and, naturally, got
the worst accommodation, By the end of 1943 this changing had” assumed
such propertions that I, for examplé, had to move three times in two
weeks until I was finally (without my asking for it) by way of a great
favour én the part of a few influential "Alte Kampinsassen' accommodat- .
ed in the 0la Age Home, also just a iarge barrack, but still with beds of
8 tiers only and, cenerally speaking, cleaner, quieter and less crowded.,
There I remained from February 1944 until I left on March 15, 1944,

From August 1942 the registration of Jews who were sent to W'bork
was done by officials of the "Joodsche Raad" in W'bork and therefore ne-
cessitated a large number of employees living there permanently, The so—
called "Advisory Departnent!, which later developed into the before-men—
tioned "Antragstelle!, of the "Joodsche Rasd¥ also opened -in W'bork, -
The registration department was then under the management of Mr. de Hoop
and the advisory department under that of Mr, Eduard Spier; until Mr, .
de Hoop was sent to Poland (I believe in the beginning of 1943) in copnec— -
tion with some trouble resulting from his former film business and Mr,
Spier left for Barneveld in the spring of 1943, these two together with
Dre Sluzker formed a kind of Board for Wibork, This, of course, com--
Plicated matters there further as the "AK.I." were very jealous not %o -
lose their "powerl, Moreover, the employees of the "J,R.! had to be
housed properly (at some sacrifice on the part of the "AJKJILY), office
accornnodation had to be found and, greatest provocation of all, fhese’
employees enjoyed, anongst others, the very much énvied vrivilege of -
"regular leavel which was, with the few exceptions of business. trips,
entirely denied even to "A,K.I.V, T R

From  August 1942 the practice vas that Jew§ arri?ing inrwkbbrk: o
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were registered by employees of the "J.R.! in the former synagogue
which had been converted into a reglstration hall; they then passed . .
on into ancther office where Lippmann-Rosenthal took their-last money, e -
valuables, etc. and subjected them to a Sometimes very searching in- ’

terrogation, (Lippmann—Rosenthal, the former well-known Jewish bank,
had been reorganized by the Germans into the official organ for the
confiscation of Jewish property: this bank had also sent a few German
‘and Nazi employees to W'bork),

The Jews who were able to remain in W'bork for a shorter or
"longer period used the always crowded office of the advisory department
for assistance in the collection of papers which might be deemed suffi-
clent to keep them in W'bork, The Dutch commandant, whose influence un-
t11 he finally left was, however, negligible, much preferred, of course,:
to deal with the original camp inhabitants whom he knew ; the German
commandant never became reconciled %o the presence of a group of people
not directly subjected to his jurisdiction and refused to have more than .
thé most necessary contact with them,always preferring, and in conflicts .
helping, the "A,K.I.', Some modus of cooperation was finally found be- )
" tween the various Jewish sections but until the last, when the WJ,R." wa’s
+ greatly reduced in the summer of 1943, relations were difficult between
the various sections of the Jewish Truling" classes, The only person vhom
it did not affect at all was Blueth, He continued to be a favonrite with
the "A,K.I." and the camp commandant and one of the few persons who prac-
tically always had access to him, Blueth continwed to buy material both
for the Jews and the commandant, After the German occupation W'bork was
financed directly either by one of the former Dutch governmental depart-
ments or by-the Germans, This I do not know; the money may later also

have been taken from Jewish funds deposited with Lippmann-Rosenthal, - In oL ’ -
any case the things ordered by the commandant and procured by Blueth were . S

not paid for by the Jewish Financial Commission, On the other hand, ex-
penditure in connection with Wihork remained, right up to the end, one .
of the heaviest items on the 1J,R."=budget because when People were brought .
there by the thousands, often without more than they happened to be wear~. T
ing at the time, it devolved upon those still free, as one of the most ur- e
gent duties, to see to it that thesepeople left well-equipped and further- '

more each furnished, on leaving, with a food parcels The "Hulp aan Ver-.

trekkenden" (which I directed) gave personal assistance and collected

worn clothing only, whewreas Blueth's department bought new outfits and

food. The distribution was made in W'bork by the -so-called "V" depart--

ment, likewise nominally under Blueth's responsibility but practically run

by W'bork inhabitants, The usual charges of corruption and preferential

treatment were made against this department, I do not know to what ex~

tent they were true; it is a fact, however, that "A,K.I." could and diad

get freely all sorts of things from the #yH, .

On the 29th September the whole Barneveld group, about 700 people N
were likewisq brought to W'bork, Some of them came ‘without any luggage
and some with just a few suiteases, = They had been given very little time -
to pack and had been told that their belongings would-follow, .They -~ . - -
did follow, A number of 0.D, (with - I believe — & few Germans) were sent. .~ .-
out to Barneveld to clear up and load everything into special trucks, Af- - -
ter some time these arrived in W'bork, The victuals had practically all been
stolen. Of their own personal belongings like underwear, linen, clothes, )
etc. only a very small portion was given back %o the Barneveld people,
Most of it was. sent to. the UYN for general use in W'bork, It happened-
that a friend of mine went to the "V" for s dress bechuse she had nothing:
to wear and saw her own dresses hanging there, but had to be satisfied :
with an old ragbecause her own dresses were refused to her; The furni--

ture - some of it beantiful antigue - was handled in such & way that pract=
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ically everything was damaged.A It was loaded into a barrack which
was specially emptied for this purpose, After that the houses of the
Germans and Nazis as well as of those influential "A,X.I,'s" vho Wikshed

to avall themselves of this opportunity were furnished with Barnsveld ST
stuff, Tne

The collection of books which had been in Barneveld, where a - N
great number of prominent intellectuals had been interned, had been mag-
hificent, Part of this library containing very valuable collections on
special subjects remained in Barneveld and somehow got lost. A large
part was sent to W'bork and unpacked there and arranged into a library
which,acgording to the commandant, was to be used for the W'bork inhab-
itants afterwards. It contained nany thousands of precious books. Some
of the meople working in this library were from the Barneveld group and
thus allowed to handle but not to extract their own bodks, Then suddently
vhen the arranging of the library was nearly complete, some high S.S.
officials from The Hague saw it and ordered all the books to be sent %o
The Hague, The people who had been employed there - all intellectuals’- .~
were just put on to outside Jjobs, : :

To show how low the morale had. sunk in W'bork I would like to-
mention the following ineident: One of the 0.D. boys who had been sent
to Barneveld was engaged to one of the Wieringen pupils, She came to me
and showed me a pair of beautiful shoes and a leather belt which her
fiance had "organized" for her.in Barneveld and asked me how I 1liked them,

I just looked at her nand said, "Do you realize that what you call "organ-

izing" is really theft and do you realize that many of the Barneveld

people are without shoes at present? If I were you I would 5o -straight

to the Barneveld barrack and gilve these up" -~ which she did, Neither ‘the

boy nor the girl hae stopped $0 realize what they were doing, - The gen- B .
eral idea was that if Jews don't: take it the Germans will and it is - L
better that.we should have it, Quite small children used to0 come back ’
into the barrack with something or other and proudly tell their parents

that they had "organized! it, When, a friend of mine was given a broken

watch by somebody to take home to his little boy to play with, his son

asked, when he handed it to him: "Father, where did you "organize ittt

The child was three years old, I often used to wonder how are we ever

£oing again to instill iato our children even the most elementary igea of

right or wrong, The UyM deparkent employed, however, quite a number of

Dutch Jews, and also of German Jews, who were not "A.K.I.¥, Blueth, as- time
wore on, nade many - also influential - enentes., He was amongst other .
reasons violently attacked. fron many quarters because he continued to

nrocure thinzss for the commandant personally, which were difficult 1o ob-

tain in the free market, But I personally arfof the opinion that he did -

-80 against privileges for the ° Jews in W'bork and not for personal gain or
privileges. (That he was given a good flat when his fanily was brought -

to W'bork on September 29, 1943, was only fair, seeing the enormous amount

of work he had done for Wibork), Yet I am afraid that Blueth - who is = ~

a naturalized Dutch citizen - will belong to the group of people who ; S
will probadly be callead upon to defend their conduct during the occupation, -~ -
If so, I hope I shall be theré to defend hinm, o

&

By far the most influential man in W'bork was Curt Schlesinger - a -
German refugee, His wife had been secretary to Dr. Wachtel, who directed - -
the Emisration Departrent in W!'bork before the war, - Mr. Schlesinger very .. - -
soon Nelped Wachtel; he was an excellent organizer and as far as the or-- ...
ganization of the various departrents was concerﬁéd,'it'would have been dif- - -
ficult to improve upon ther, .The "machine® in W'bork never broke down, - - .-
neo matter how heavy the strain, The German comnandant very\SOOn put hinm .
at the head of all the Jewish work (with the title of "QberétérlDienstf{ =
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leiter"). Dr. Schlesinger looked and behaved like an 8384 man, --He-had,

. of course, his friends; he always respected the privileges of the "A.K.I."
He was corrupt and used the influence he had to enrich himself and to
protect those with whom it seemed to him advisable to keep on good germs. - -
If a girl was pretty and Schlesinger happened to come into contact with
her, there was a way for her to be saved from transport, I1f she remained
uniilling to give in to hinm, she was sent to Poland., His vanity was ex-
cessive; he wanted to be asked and to distribute favours. To illus~
trate this my own story may be told, Many people in W'bork, even from
amongst the "1.XK,I.", thought it nothing short of scandalous that I, who
bad worked for German refugees since 1933 was accormodated all the time
imy.a big barrack and often Schlesinger was approached about a room for

- rmes He invariably refused because he wanted me to ask hinm myself; now
T did not want either to ask or to receive a favour from Schlesinger, and
thus remained in one of the big barracks during the entire period. (For

acconmodation in the 0ld 4ge Home - it being also an ordinary big bar- ,
rack - the consent of Schlesinger was not necessary), When I was sent /i

‘away fronm Holland- Idid not ask Schlesinger to try and retain me, nor i
did I say goodbye to him, He denounced this violently and it was the : o
only time that Schlesinger did not - vhen a transport was leaving - go

along the train to say goodbye to some people or for a last "inspection', ; .

In the early days of the transports Schlesinger took the most
proninent part in the making up of the transport lists and was manifest-
1y responsidle for many of the crimes that -were committed, Later, when
he saw what a dangerous job this was in view of a future in which the
Germans after all seemed to be the losing party, he did not take such an
active part in this special work but remained the most potent and the -
nmost dangerous influence behind the scene, .The lists were then actually
made up by a Dutch Jew, Bromet (formerly with the Byenkorp), Fried, and-
Aschkenes, the two latter "A.K.I,'s", ILater, from about the end of 1943,

" ‘the commandant and even The Hague controlled the making up of the trans—
port lists in an ever—increasing degree so that it became more and more
¢ifficult for even the most influential Jews ib the camp to retain people”™-
who wither incividually or as belonging to a certain group were marked
down for transport to Poland, Theresienstadt or Bergen-Belsen.

LS
The second man in command was a baptized German Jew — a former
journalist - Heins Totman., He was not as dangerous as Schlesinger, be-
cause he was more frequently kindhearted, was less clever, but quite as
corrupt and very suscentible to feminine charnms, :

. I have already mentioned Dr., Frits Spanier (a refugee from the San’
Louis - an "A.K,I.") who was at the head of the whole Health Department
and the hospitals in W'bork., 4An excentionally capable organizer; a kind-
hearted man, an old Zionist; - he did what he could for people.- He - -
saved often for many months people by taking them into hospital and keep- B
ing theh there virtuwally in hiding, His influence with the commandant
was freat and I personally know that he often used it in order to save
from deportation people whose past Jewish activities made it seem "just”
that they should be saved. He will certainly be accused by-many of

accepting_%ifts (and there is no doubt that he did so), but he was .not

corrupt; if he saw the merit of a case he would go to any length to help -
mninfluenced by the possibility of personal gain, He lived well but not

_ excessively so., He did all in his power to help bring about a better
understanding between German and Dutch Jews and the Dutch docters who - -
worked under him invariably -spoke highly of him, Up to February 1944 when. -
the hospital was almost liquidated he could and did put his‘vast depart- -
ment to help where he could; he often even managed to get girls or women °
out of the WS" barrack by saying BHat he was short of nurses and using’
them as such- in his hospital. Once admitted into hospital, either as a
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patient or a worker, he generally managed to save thenms Sometimes this
was impossible, Thus, for instance, in the summer of 1943, 50 patients
who had had an "S" originally were sent away from hospital as a reprisal
for the flight of one or two people from the "S" barrack, Then again
in January.1944 ‘an organization was detected which used to get clandes-
tine letters out of the camp; the hospital was largely implicated and’
_it was impossible for him to save those involved; but even then he man-
aged to save from deportation to Poland two Dutch doctors who had been
sent to the "S" barrack in comnection with this letter business. One of
then was eventually sent to Theresienstadt dnd the other to Bergen-Belsen.

In February 1944, after the alrendy mentioned visits of a high
"S.5.0fficial from Berlin, the order came to reduce the hospital to a
‘véry small nucleus of the existing complex and to send away practically
_ 2ll patients and a large number of the employees, irrespective of the
"manrer in which they were protected, with the exception of the holders
of Palestine certificates nmentioned on 1list 1 or 2, baptized (non-

" Catholics) and Barneveld people, It was possible - again with Dr,
Svanier's connivance - to save a few people but generally speaking; the
hospital was cleared of patients that night. It was probably one
of the worst transports, coisisting of many hundreds of sick with a
large sprinkling of sufferers from such infectious diseases as diph-
theria, scarlet fever, open t.b.c. Dr. Svanier had been uneasy about
the fate of his hospital for some time and when, at the end of January,
a Theresienstadt transport was leaving, he had already seen to it that.
many of the patients and some of the nurses and other staff with a long
record of service were included in this transport.

When speaking of influential people in W'bork whose conduct
will probably come up after the war before some court or other, the
nanes of four people nmust be mentioned who had come to W'bork with the .
employees of the "J.R.", namely Gruenbers, Hanauer, Heineman and Eck-
man. Although-having held quite unimportant jobs they had been selected
by the commandant to act as representatives of this organization in °
all cealings connected with "J.R." business}; and somehow they remain—
ed, forming the so-~called contnct comnigsion, The commandant had evid-
ently come to accent them as part of his own ‘machinery and they bhecame
guite influential, There is no doubt that thgy enriched themselves
vastly by accenting nayment for keeping peoplé out of transports and
by other methods, The four of them had worked with ne for years until
July 1942 when I resigned., Frits Gruenberg - a good worker - had for
years been secretary to Dr, Moser. He hnd been a nice boy. He, as
well as Hanauer, had been absolutely venniless, yet they lived like
princes in W'bork., I know from a reliable source that the food par-
cels tney used to send to their faniltes fropg Amsterdam cost around
1000 Guilders weekly, Eckman perhaps ond Heineman certainly had had
neans of their own. Ifhink it possible that Heineman was the only
one of the four whose coaduct can bear looking into. Hanauer was a
naturalized Dutch citizen; the other three were Germans.

Other"Dienstleiter" (heads of departments) were Samson, 'who

aanaged the labour exchanse, and both Mr. and Mrs, Stein who were in .
charge of the barracks and the housing department respectively, Favour- -
itism reigned suprene also in these departments, but I cannof say whether
or in what degree they were "buyable", Very influential but for some
reason evidently undischargeable was "brother Gottschall who was the

he;d of the nursing staff; .a baptized Jew - homosexual - he_played;a SOITY.
role, .- - ; v R

-

Very proninent whs.Dr. Bial, who had. come voluntarily to W'bork -

when the camp was first opened in order to work as z doctor, . He was ab- . = -
solutely incarruptibvle and everywhere commanded the highest respect,
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The same holds good for his son who held quite an important post in
the information department, being chiefly responsidble, together with
Mr. Izaak de Vries, for the work in connection with the Palestine cert-
ificates, Weither the young Bial nor de Vries had much influence but-
o they did their work with a-high degree of efficlency and without the
- ' slightest attempt to obtain personal gain of any kind,

Very influential - also with the commandant - was Dr, Hans Otten-—
stein who had come to W'bork in February 1942 from Hilversum and there-
fore was counted amongst the "A,K.I.", He was at the head of the al~
ready mentioned "Antragstelle', a very important information department;
this was constituted of some remnants of the former "J.R.* Information
Office but had since been put under the Jurisdiction of the commandant;
1t had become important in connection with the verification of the va- =
rious stanps, papers proving Aryan descent, mixed marriagegbaptism
etc., as well as Palestine certificates which gave exemption from trans-
port, Dr, Ottenstein's position was such that he might easily have be- I8
come a second Schlesinger or Totman; but his integrity was beyond any
doudbt and I thirk that literally not one single person will be found who
has gone through W'bork who would not be willing to testify to this, He,
Dr. Bial and Dr, Wachtel (the camp "uncle" who was eventually sent to &
Theresienstadt in January 1944) were the exceptions to the rule,

Dr. Ottenstein, Dr, Bial and Dr. Wachtel used such influence they
had - and in the case of Dr. Ottenstein it was considerable - entirely
for the good of the community. Dr, Bial as head of the Pdlyclinic was res—
ponsible for procuring exemption from work, part time jobs and extra
food, in which capacity he might have made any amount of money or re-
ceived presents; he used to live almost tpo frugally, Each in his - éwn
sphere did mush to promote £oodwill.between Dutch and German Jews, be~ i
cause - all of then being German - they were highly valued and respected i 'i
by the Dutch Jews in W'bork, . :

I have spoken of people at some length, But in doing so I feel
that I have given incidentally a very good picture of W'bork life, If I
now try to describe the comnandant and his way of living this will
practically complete the picture, I haﬁg'ngver spoken to him, but I
know from Blueth and others who had regular contact with him as well
as from observation that he was’ invariably courteous and di@hot allow
his subordinates (vhose names I have forgotten) to ill—treat Jews in any
ways. It was 8aid of him that he sent people on transport with a “smile',
He lived like a ninor potentate, Ie had his court physician (Dr. Spa-
nier), his own barber, his own manieurist, his own masseur, his own
chauffeur, Two Jewellers worked for him and his friends, being allowed
leave to Amsterdam to buy (on the black market) gold, etc, The workshops
in the camp made for the commandant and his friends the most beauntiful =
leather vares, furniture, ete, The dresses of his woman friend were made
by one of the leading dressmakers who got leave for the purpose of buy- )
ing: dress materials in Ansterdam and who eventually was- sent to Theresien-
stadt when the "friend' had been transferred to The Hague. (Incidentally,
for 2 little while her Place was taken by a girl who had come to W'borlk
with her mother married again to a Jew. This girl of a first Aryan ~ 1o -
marriage had been WAryanized" but continued to 1ive in W'bork, - After her
"promotion the (Jewish) stepfather became a very important and very un—
Pleasent figure, until he too was sent to Theresienstadt., I am mention~-
ing this only to show'how involved were the conditiogs). - S

The commandant founded an orchestra énd;commanded performagces1l s
and programnes obliging certain “Dienstleiter". other'prominentéJewsr
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and their ladies to be present. He had his court jester (Max Ehrlich)
wvho had, together with other stars (Rosen) to create a reviue (the
first revue cost about 25,000 Guilders to procuce; the money being
paid as all cdamp expenses; either directly from The Ha;ue or from the
Jewish funds deposited at Lippmann-Rosenthal),

. " A second revie was produced but did not run long hecause about
that time in the winter of 1943 all catherings were prohibited for
about 6 weeks on account of an epidemic of infantile paralysis,

The first nights of any performances vere always attended by the
commandant, the other Germin officials and many guests as well as by .
hose Jews in power in W'bork who were requested to attend: after that
the performancés were visited by all the other canp inhabitants but the
commandant usually came at least twice a week, After these performances
he generally ordercd a few "AJK I.M (generally Schlesinger, Totman, Dre
Spanier, Max Ehrllch) to continue in his company and anuse hin,

-y,

I never saw these revues or other cabaret performances but the
vhole canmp was always singing the most popular tunes, one of themn,

"Inmer langsagp, imner langsam
Immer mit Genuetlichkeit
Wir sind noch nicht soweit!

(referring to a love scene in the revue) always being interpreted in
Whork to hint at political developments. In the first revue such welle
laown artists as Canilla Spira {who afterwards left because she was
cdeclared Aryan) and Chaya Goldstein (who left because she was mqrrled to
an Aryan) and Rosen, Aurltsch and Lisl. rrank were b1ven parts,

Later,when visits from the $.S., in Berlin had made W'bork lesgs
e enuetllch", also for the commandant, hg refrained from having other
tuqn busiress contact with Jews. R

On Monday nights and on nights when transports mrrived from Am—
sterdan or Vught, there were no verfornmances because the room was needed
for registration and the typing out of tramsport lists., Vught trans—

rorts cenerally arrived Monday night and those Jews were generally- sent
t“rouv en bloc, efforts being made in W'bork to procure for them at

least a minimun of clothes, undervear and food; for they generally arrived
without anything, Sometimes it was possible to detain a few sick people,

_ 2 few holders of special papers which had been deposited in W'bork, but
generally speaking, Vucht delivered "transport material'! for immediate
use. Amsterdam "Material' was sorted out, The "S" barrack was generally
emptied completely — those that had been able to Fet rid of the "S' and -
disapoear in the gzeneral camp generally had been given a chance to do so
between transports, If neither Vucrht nore the "S" barrack nor what Am-
sterdam sent as "unprotected material® was sufficient to deliver the
ominous thousand on the ominous Tuesday, people from W'bork, either indi-.
viduals whom it had been possible to retain so far or some g£roup or
other vhich up-to now had been nrotected and for which the commandant
nad the authority to annul the "safety stamp’ had to zo, (In Kay 1943,

-after the big raids in Amdterdam when W'bork housed 17, OOO 3eople at. one
time, 2400 Were sent ayay weeklv for a few veeks). .

- 4s explained in the Leneral report, a very large nunber of Deople

were held back in W'bork on declarations signed by me to the effect thatr,
their names had been sent to the Swiss Government on. a Palestine éxchang

list and that they were expecting a certificate shortly. h1s ‘declara~.
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s

tion had been sufficient to keep the holders in Wrvork, particularly

after the arrival of the first and second certificate lists from . ,
Palestine showed to the German authorities that this exchange business P
was serious and that Palestine was actually sending certificates, How~ s ’ o
éver, some time, I believe in August 1942, when in W'bork the proportion

of those holding my declaration to those actually being in possession

of certificates was about 900 to 300, there was a transport shortage in

W'bork so that at the last minute some sroup or other hitherto protected

had to be sacrificed, It was at such tinmes that the underground struggle

began, the "AK.I,'s" fighting for their, their families' and friends'

rigats, others again for certain groups etc, Anyhow at that time the

comnandant still had the right to reseind the protection to those Fales-

tine holders who were not actually in possession of a certificate -and

that night about 400 people with Falestine papers - many of thenm o0ld . ¥
$004 Zionists - were sent away., After that, in November 1942, those / :
ralestine certificate lists which Lad not been confirmed for exchange i :
from Berlin (that is, all excent the first and second 1lists) were affected

and about 100 holders of Palestine Papers were sent away; and the third

time these papers did not hold £00& when all the patients from the hos-

pital were sent, Then again only those on the first and second lists £

were exempted. Quite frequently when there was such a shortage of trans-

nort material the orphanage was sent because these children, many of

then found in hiding and with unknown parentage, offered the least line

of resistance, :

On Monday night no revue for in the same hall typewriters were
busy writing out for each barrack the transport list. At 3:00 o'clock
in the morning from Monday to Tuesday each barrack leader was in possess-
ion of his list, The names of those who were to go on transport were
called out (in some barracks - and when there were not too many - the
barrack leader used to call the victims individually and softly), and
then a feverish activity would begin, the barrack management collecting
food and articles of clothing; friends and acquaintances of those to
leave helping to pack, Tears and srmetimes hysterics - invariably on
the part of these wha stayed hehind. A wave of genernsity swept the
barracks; anything asked frr was given immediately and given gladly;
people who yesterday had, and a few hours later would again, quarrel
for the sake of half a notato would give away half a pound of butter,
The lights were on; n~body slept; practically everyone helped in one
way or ths other; many tried at the last minute still to rouse influ-
ential friends on their own or others'! behalf, If they succeeded,
people from the "reserve!, who were always called up, had to go; if
the "reserve' was not needed they came back and only then generally
broke down. As a rule, people left with an almost inéredible degree of
docility and, even for Dutch Jews, an incredible amountyof'optimism. In-
variably the last words one heayd were: "Denk er aan jullie halen ons
terug" (Remember to fetech us back quickly). Vhen the people had gone,
a wave of despair swept over the barrack, Half an hour later people
were quarrelling over the possessions left behind -~ "He promised me.,.", -
"she told me that.,.", I zave them,,.". Most people tried still o
get a little sleep, for until the train left with a shrill whistle at -
10:30 nobody was allowed to leave the barracks, ' ) ' )

When a transport was Ieaving it was the habit of -the commandant
with his German second in command and Schlesinger, TPotman and Dr. Spanier
. to walk along the length of the train for a last ifispection. It was - -
" then sorletimes possible still to et somebody released and this was in~

deed a saving because if somebody was allowed to leave the train at ’
- the last minute nobody else was put in his stead, In oné transport -
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thaere was, out of the "S! barrack, an ex-Wieringen girl who had been
working for some time as a nurse but whom it had no longer been poss-
ible to save. She was very attractive and we t0ld her to try, at the
last minute, seeing that she had nothing to risk, to talk to .the command-
and nersonally and see what could be done. The scheme succeeded and on
the plea that she belonged to the "Hachscharah! and had only gore into
hiding out of childishness, on the strength of her personality she man-
aged to get free and to leave the train., The commandant proceeded on
his inspection trip and came to the kitchen (which was alongside the
train) where a girl was sitting whom it had been nossible to get out of
the transport because she was a niece of Prof, Cohen, When asked by

the commandant what she was doing there, she said that she had come to
Wibork that night with an "S" transport from Scheveningen because she
had been in hiding but had as the only one been allowed to stay behind.
The commandant got furious when he heard this and ordered the girl to get
into the train, and at the same time that the one girl was crying from
relief at having been saved at the last minute, the other wagbreaking f
her heart because while thinking she was free she was once more put into
the train and carried off,

Tuesday night - revue or bridge or may be a gramophone concert 2
of classical music in one of the "houses" or - anyhow an ordinary even- -
ing with nerves relaxed, Wednesday the same, Thursday the camp atmosphere
started to become tense once more and the transport list of next Tuesday
wne the general topic, Would enough "material® come from outside? If
not, which "safety stamp" would no longer hold? One of the indusfries?

One of the groups (i.e, parents of "A.K.I,")? The Palestine list? The
air was thick with rumours., Leakages were numerous and it was easy to
find out who was on the first draft transport list, Then, strings were
pulled, visits paid, secret transactions made, etc. etes. I learned ny
lesson soon after I came to W'bork, With me had come all the heads of

the department of "Hulp aan Verirekkenden; three of them, all men with
fanilies, who had done a tremendoﬁswlot of work for W'bork, had no sp-
ecial stemp and were on the transpo¥rt list. These district managers of
the "Hulp aan Vertreklrenden" had, night after night, worked amongst those
taken out of their houses for transport, helping them pack, doing last
nminute messages for them, often seeing that their children were still able
to "zo under" ete, Furthermore, W'bork had always turned to "H.a.V.!

when they badly needed clathes or other things and had never been dis-
appointed., This we had been able to achieve %o a great extent only be-
cause of the great courage and devotion of those in charge of the various
districts. And ¥'bork knew this - yet they were on the transport list,
Some very prominent workers of this department had already been sent to
Poland in July 1943, before I came to W!'bork, and I was deternined this
should not happen again. I went to the above-mentiored Frits Graanberg
who had - after all - formerly worked for me for years and who knew- How

I valued devotion to worl, We discussed it; he assured me they would

not o, On Monday ni ht I went once more to the offices of the "J.R,"

and was assured I need not worry:; F.G. showed me their nanes on the
"exemption list"., It was a pltch—black night, I remember because I fell
onto the rails from the embankment; the train was already in the camp.

I thought now that I an probadbly dead nobody will tell them that they

are safe. After a while, when I found that I was neither dead nor hurt B
I went into the 3 differert barracks and told them., I remenber adding: = -
This.is W'bork; I can't say it's 100% sure, but I think it is 994",
Durir:: these lwst 14 months of work exclusively Qn “behialf -of those about
to be devorted, I had shared with my co-workers.many a moment of des—
pair - rarely a moment of ﬂrlde at something difficult achisgved; now I L
shared their feelings of relief, I went into.my own barrack - underwent -
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the not yet familiar agony of a "transport night", always at the
back of, my head the thought: "At least W!bork is keeping them" ~— and in
the nmorning found that all three had been deported...

: -1 went to Gruenberg - livid., They said, "It waw a question of

the 'yrotected' list or some children who came from Vught that night
H1." I did not nnswer - I don't know whether it was true, I know I did
not believe them; I thought "business, not children" - but I could prove

nothing, I went away only determined never to ask again - never to be-
lieve again,: - -

Transports continued to leave W'bork; sometimes to Theresien-
stadt in ordinary trains, and although that too meant often parting from
those dearest and nearest, still it was not so bad, In January and in the
beginning of February large transports left for Bergen-Belsen:; also in
ordinary trains and - particularly the first one - full of hope and ex-
Pectation as to-a possihle exchange; in between, cattle trucks to
Poland - W'bork was getting empty, And yet a new showp was opened where )
one could buy almost anything; many things which had long ago disappeared
from the open market. MThose buying for the shop were given leave to &0

to Amsterdam if they left family behind to serve as "guarantee! for their . & - -
safe return, The shop was run by "experts' — those prominently conngcted R

with the shop were "safe', A new revue was "on', Ourt Gerron had a
nunber; it did not please the commandant., It was scrapped but Gerron

of "Beggar's Opera fame was sent to Theresienstadt and not to Poland,
W'bork was getting emptier; and more nervous; the commandant was more in
evidence; at one time it would be the Barneveld group which enjoyed his
special attention, the men being thereupon made to work much harder., -
Then again some other group. Parcels and post were restricted; the black
market nore careful; more expensive and not as well provided, (When I
left in March I bought with difficulty 4 pounds of butter at 32 Guilders : T
a pound and cigarettes (rubbish) at 15 Gl. a packet of 20). It was more - i

and more definitely asserted that only Barneveld (700),the baptized bar-

rack (about 300) and about 1000 people necessary to run the camp would

eventually remain, " A new "thousand" list was. being made, Business was

brisk. People were on and off the list quite “irrespective of their Jobs,

I had been promised exemption from B,B. tfansport until after the

15th of February because of ny work in connection with the Palestine ex—
change, ’ )

When a transport was leaving on March 15, Amsterdam did not ex-

tand the exemption because by then nearly all holders of Palestine papers

had been sent or were leaving in March with which was supposed to be the

last Palestine transport to Bergen-Belsen. In W'bork nobody believed I

was zoing; but I did not want to pull any strings in W'bork, The Am- -
sterdam final refusal came so late that I had barely time to pack and

take leave of the many friends I left behind. I knew I would find Zood

fiiends too in Bergen-Belsen who would be. glad of my coming, .But. I hated

to leave Holland, I thought the invasion could not be far off in the :
spring of 1944 and I had made all my préparations for a get-away-in case - ’ ' RS
W'bork should be liquidated - as we expected it . would be - after an Allied: T L e T
invasion in the West, I thought T could do it then without fear of it :
causing reprisals,,, and now I had to leave Holland., I had always believed
in an exchange for a very limited dumber of people only. (Up to the summer
of 1943 a secret agent of mine had visited the Swiss Consulate in Berlin
-and- always came back with the same answer,. The exchange i€ not off but
"there are very few exchangeable Germans). But in the spring of 1944 I
believed in an impending invasion in the West and thereupon a "technicall
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impossibility of an exchange. Anyhow, personally I wanted to stay in-
Eolland, 1 felt deeply unhappy when - together with some relatives
(anongst whom was an uncle of nine, 87 years old) the train pulled out...

We were very crowded and the trip took 36 hours instead of 12,
We passed Osnabrueck -~ in ruine, Hannover - in ruins - and arrived at

last at & small station from where we had to walk in a pouring rain to.;
Bergen-Belsen, - o
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CAMP "ZERGEN - BELSEN",

I arrived in Bergen-3elsen on the 16th of March, 1944, after )
travelling for 36 hours in a crowded third-class compartment contain-
ing 8 people and an indescribable amount of luggage. To this day it
is a marvel to me how.old people in our transport - for instance an old
uncle of mine with whom I was travelling, 87 years of age - survived
this trip, We were given no water nor any food on this journey and
only once was the Jewish leader of the transport permitted to leave the -
train to procure some water for the babies. Fortunately however most
people had sufficient food and flaslks of water with them so that the
hardship in this respect was not too ereat, We travelled in a very
roundabout way via Oldenzaal - Osnabrueck - Hannover, both of which
towns seemed to be nothing more than a mass of ruing - a gruesome sight
and to us -~ to such a Ppass has mankind come - a source of rejoicing,

We arrived in Bergen-Belsen and were met by §,S, people with )
drawn bayonets and large police dogs. We had to march for about two .
hours to the camp in pouring rain, very old and sick veople as well as
the luggage being taken there on lorries, . . : &

The camp was the nost dismal place I have ever seen, It was
a picture of barbed wire, 5.5, guards, watchtowers every few yards and
again barbed wire, The most awful thing, however, was the change I
noticed in those who had left W'bork only a few weeks earlier in good
physical and mental condition, The first transport from W'bork to
Bergen-3elsen had left on the 11th of ‘January, 1944 -~ about 1000 people;
the sescond on the lst of February, 1944 and the third on the 15th of
February, 1944, each consisting roughly of about 1000 people, so that -
none of them by the time ¥e arrived had been there lonser than two : R
months and others.as short a time as four weeks; but already the men L '
looked emaciated, ill~kept, cowed - a shadow of their former selves,
The change in the women was not so greaﬁﬁput they too looked very diff-
erent from what they had been, ’ . '

We were not allowed to speak to anybolly but we could see our
friends from a distance, always of course through barbed wires,

Our transport was put into quarantine and because it appeared
that we had 3, fortunately very light, cases of infantile paralysis,
we were kept in guarantine for 5 weeks, This was regarded as a bit of
luck, because during that time we were not forced to work,

I arrived in Bergen-3elsen suffering from 'flu and I remember
that after I had been standing there for several hours in the pouring .
rain looking at the dismal surroundings and through barbed wire at.
our friends busy at some Job or other, I clutched very tightly my most
preaious possession -~ the small box containing the cyancali, I don't L
think I was as near to taking it at any time as I was on that day. B

4s we had several invalids and sick people in our transport one

of the barracks had to be fitted up as a tenporary hospital, " Because
after a few days I developed a temperature of nearly 39, I was put.irto
" this hospital but after 3 days ‘suddenly we had to change te other barracks
_and the occupants of the emergency hospital who could as much as stand on
-their feet were made to ‘walk across to .the new quarters, As always in )
Bergen-Belsen, this meant standing about for hours as we had to be. counted
at least six times, always in Fows of five., It was again pouring with °
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rain and when I finally got into my bed I. was very 111 indeed, the
doctor aftervards telling me that he was sure I was in for pneumonia,
These new barracks were very much worse than the firstg ones, being old
horse stables which had been converted somehow for the accommodation of R
300 Jews each.,. The hospital had one W.C. which was for the first ten S
days out of order, It had one bedpan, perhaps 3 basins to be used for -
washing the patients in ths rnorning, and gemerally speaking, there was :
no equipnent whatsoever, Men and women were lying in the same room with- . :
out any partitions, I rust confess "that, despite nmy illness and the de-
pressing aspect of the whole thing, when I .woke one norning and found that
my inmediate neighbour in the top bed across the passage was the Chief .
- "Rabbi Levisohn, I could not but laugh, I asked him whether he had ever:
imagined that he would sleep with me and he had to confess that it was as
startling an experience for him as it was for me, -

As T have already said, in this same emergency hospital men, .
Wonen and children were all put together, the six children of the one i
family, 3 of whom had infantile naralysis and the 3 others being ad- :
mitted for observation, being isolated by leaving one row of beds free
between them and the rest of us, A diphtheria case was, until it was
finally admitted into the isolation barraclk in the big camp, lying amongst
us for several days, ’ ’ )

I spent most of these quarantine weeks in hospital because I made

a very slow recovery, but on the whole these weeks were bearabdle. People
.nad still a certain good reserve of food they had brought from W'bérk to
supplement the very poor Bergen-3elsen fare; they arranged langunge ’
courses or sports etc. The Germans were, of course, very much in evid-

ence and it was then that we were initiated into the secret of "Dettene -

bauk which was to become such an important part of our lives For the whole B
time we lived in Dergen-Belsen, Also we were counted every morning in .
rows of 5, but we did not have to stand as long as was the case with every ’
roll call in the big camn, where om” two occasions, when the counting had

not been right, the whole canp had Dten made to stand for 9 and 10 hours
respectively, without a break, in the bitter cold, However, the daily

routine of Bergen-Belsen is so well described in a report which was re-

cently sent to me by Helmuth Mainz, that I think I can save nyself the

trouble of gziving a description here; With his permission-I am enclos-

ing an extract of this report- in the hope that opportunity will be found

to have it translated, I should like, however, to say that this report
exaggerates rothing, As a matter of fact, the "douching" described in it,

was, 1if anything, worse in reality and the many hours of standing we had

to do daily was for women much harder to bear than Mainz makes it appear

to be,. -

Mainz describes the food etc., but I should like t6 be a little s
mnore exact: as a matter of fact, the rations the inmates were entitled
to consisted of;-

350 cranmes bread of doubtful and varying quality, daily;
13 litres of soup caily (in reality the quantity given varied becaiise

of unavoidable waste, theft, ete, from 1 litre to 1 1/10 1itre);

This constituted the nidday meal, S .
60-75 grammes margarine weekly; . :
Furthermore, at night a spoonful of skimmed milk cheese, or jam, or
herring salad or thin gruel soun or rhubarb; -~ . S
every morning either 'coffee' (l).or thin gruel soup,

 Until lay 1944 children under 3 years of age were given daily rations - -
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of white bread; milk, some sugar and - I think - porridge, Mursing
mothers likewise received extra food, In May 1944 - quite suddenly. -
all extra rations were stopped so that even babies -~ in cases where

the mother could not feed them - only received the above—mentioned
general camp rations, These represented a calory amount of about .
1500, the calory deficiency daily being therefore about 1000 for people
who did no or light work; and, of course, much more for the men and
women who vorked hard physically, '

There was a great deal of illness, and the mortality was high,.
Children were in better health than they had been in Westerbork, be-
cause for children up to about 12 or 13 Yyears the food was sufficient,
and the air was rich in ozone, the camp being surrounded by large
forests:s In the summer, when the deficiency in vitamins was not so

‘serious, children had, generally speaking, more or less all they needed,

&lso during the summer months the food given was richer in vitamins,
‘the midday soup consisting frequently of 'spinach', only half cooked /

and therefore the richer in vitanins, and in the evenings sometimes a !

spoonful of thubarb was given instead of salad etc, Also at some time
onions were used to such an extent that the whole camp for weeks reeked
of them - but though repulsive they were nevertheless healthy, B

If the war should last through this winter I am afraid that both
Srown-ups as well as children will be in a very bad state of healthy
because of the before-mentioned deficiency in calories, vitamins, drugs,
and the very primitive hospital arrangements the mortality would be bound
to be appalling, ’ ' N

Vhen I worked in the "shoes" I used to marvel how the really in~ -
describably filthy latrines we had to use became for some woémen a kind
of social club; I shall never forget how a few French woren who were

bhere because their hugbands had been interned as prisoners. of war sinee -

1940 but who - some of them - arrived with quite -small babies,, used o

w

do a good trade there, exchanging ¥Hread and other eatables against lip-
sticks, rouge and perfumes, Most of these girls were really of Polish
extraction, and nothing better thani'tarts‘. The few really French
girls were charming, One of the French "ladies" used to dance and sing
during the douching performance, both she and her audience not wearing
more than a wedding ring at$ the utmost - and one or two 5.5, men in )
wiform going in and out velling or blowing their whistles, Altogether
there were not many French women and children, but they certainly added,
a good deal of 'colour', So did the group of Jews from Benghazi who
had come from Italy, About forty of them worked in the same barrack as
I did in the shoes; I remember once weeping with laughter at the scene

‘which ensued when the Jewish overseer wanted two of ‘them to help clean

the latrines; they refused, Then the highei Jewish {boss'® came and -
reasoned with them: they refused; then the much feared Greek. "Becretary
of State for Labour", 'Reppo! came; they refused, Finally one volun~ -
teered hut was not allowed to go because he'working' anyhow, two of the
lazy ones were supposed to £0. They said if they had to do this work the
Germans would have to tell them,.., until finally really the German,

being attracted by all the noise of the argument, turned up, and they

went. All this in 'Spaniolit! or Hebrew with a great deal of flourishing -

of knives (our work instruments) ete.

Yhen it comes to a Jewish 'reckoning' the two ‘Greek Jews who

50Tt of acted as iminister! and 'secretary of state! for labour, will have - . .

" to be dealt with under the category of Jewish criminals, - Their "conduct-

wds absolutely disgraceful, and because of them the 1life fthe Jews in

o
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Bergen-3elsen was much harder than it would have been if these two
:-had.not acted as they-dide: i1 peallygme%n'What~I.Say;thatftheydWere

" eriminals, In a camp like Bergen-Belsen the attitude-of;one\single
Jew in A responsible Job could make a world of difference.to'alL of
us. Thus, the fact that a man like 211 Dasberg (brother of the Chief
Rabbi), because the Germans had somshow taken ‘a liking to him, was put
into a very responsible job (barrack control etc,) made life in many
vays more bearable, He showed understanding and courage in his deal-
ings with the Greek "Judenaelteste! - Albala ~ and the Germans, and
was, of course, of an unassailable integrity. His name deserwes being
mentioned in the annals of this chapter of Jewish history, and I hopér‘
that he will survive to accept some really important post in Jewish
work, his capacities as well as his character being an assurance that
he would go far,

Albala, of course, is altogether beyond the pale, The only one
who might really have done some good work, being ’Judenaelterster'j
and in constant attendance on the Germans whom he alone of all the ‘in-
mates of .the eamp was-allowed to addredd without their having asked hinm
A question - Albala never used his position to better conditions for
us; he was worse than a German satellite. I have seen with my own
eyes that on two mornings when there was control at the morning roil
call as to the stars being properly sewn on, he pulled out a few Jows
whom the Germans had overlooked -~ all those who wvere found tJ have .
untidy stars were of course. punished in the usual way (standing for hours,
and/or deprival of bread rations ete,), ’ :

The name of Albala will for all who have been under his sWay
arouse feelinas of contempt, hatred, or impotent rage - according to
tenperament, He wasg assisted by a so-called 'Judenrat'.'a‘few'men, :
anonsst them Marinus Kan, the: former prresident of the Netherlands ' ‘
Zionist Federation, and a few other Dutch or Greek Jews;. but they
had very little influence when ‘compared to Albala and the hefore-men—
tioned "Bevpo! (whose family name I cannot remember) and Edgar Cunho,
"Edgan! being the worst of a1} -, unscrupulous, corrupt, really a "bad
ega". Most of this Greek group were men of doubtful past as to their
Activities in Saloniki, 3ut of this, of-course, I have no first hand
information., A Greek called !'Sion! was supposed to have been a German
informer in Saloniki, The head of the hospital, Dr. Bromberg, a bapt= -
" ized Dutch Jew, likewise did not make the use of his position which he
might have made had he possessed more courage and less selfishness,

Definitely, however, a first rate man in every respect was the
surgeon, Ahaluf, The former representative of the Hicem, Alphonse Levy,
had a good reputation, while the Jjudgment on Koretz, the Chief Rabbi,
was dividea, - o b

As re;érds the actual numberé in Bergen73elsen, I amrrepeating .
here part of the report I gave to Mr, Viteles when he left for New York:

In Bergen-Belsen there were three Jewish -camps: the so-called
"Albala~Camp!', where I had been interned; the "Schneebaum—CampH, and -
the 3arrack 10 complex, The names "Albala' and "Schneebaum! being those
of the "Judenaelteste! of the respective camps; Barrack 10 was not zle
Ways in use; it often served as quarantine, and I.was there for the .
first four weeks after our arrival and then again for about five weeks -
when the Palestine candidates w i 2 1 t] " VWhen we

& in Barrack 10, but -I have no )
them, 1In the "Schneebaum-Lagert there were




~ 96 ~

about 1000 Jevs, mostly Poles with either South American rassports
and/or possibly Palestinian papers, This information is not re~
liable. On June 30, 1944, there were certainly about. 250 Jews who
had arrived from Yugoslavia and .who. held other papers in Barrack- 10,

- They were in a very bad conditionm, ALl the data given below refer
to the "Albala-Lager" only:- .

Inmates with Dutch nationality..........................1380
Stateless................--..........-.--.s.u...-.......1320
Double nationality (Duteh-English) vesunesrreenosanenes.. 600
Paraguay (either Dutch or 5tate1e88) teeitraceninineene.s 180

EnaliShmo"u..--.Q.-aol.oocl!nnntblvoltlilltll.l..cooool 270 .
Ecuador (either Dutch or StatELless) tateniernninnnnnnensns 150
Honduras ( - do, )...............q..... 80

Haiti, San Salvador, Peru etc,(either Dutch or state-~.
. less)eeee 80 ;-

4030 !

Greeks...........................;...................... (U

French women and ChilArenssssueriereieensnerecsoennnsnn,s 100

4200 p
These figures may be taken to be fairly accurate. About 1200 of the
4200 inmates held Palestinian rapers, There was, moreover, a small
group whose Aryan descent had not been definitely'established, a group
wvho held the so~called 120,000 stamp(either bought or given because of
good foreign relations), people connected with the diamond industry
(about 170 including women and children) %), people holding Paraguay
etc. passports ete, The 270 'English'! were Jews from North Afries
(Benghazi) who had been interned in Italy and who had now.been evacu~
ated to Bergen-Relsen; all these groups are, of course, included in
the above nationality statistiecs and are not additional,

As is known, my stay at Bérgen~Delsen canme to an end when the )
first group of 220 people were exchanged, leaving Bergen - Belsen on
July 1, 1944,  As regards the trip to Palestine, I an attaching a
copy of the report which was subnitted by the transport leader to the
official eof the Swiss Government who accompanied our transport and which
Teport I had helped to draw up in English, '

ok okok ok & ok ok ox ok ok ok ok

1) The diamona neople only came to Bergen-Belsen as a group in June 1944,
They were housed in a special barrack, They were .subjected to6 the
general camp discipline but did not have to do outside work, - Some.
tine after their arrival the. husbands and wives were called to the
commandant and severely cross-examined separately. After that they
were sent back to their barrack. A few days later some of the men
only - most of them representing former big diamond interests - were
called again to the commandant colleotively, They were not allowed o
to discuss the nature of either the first or the second proceedings, -
4 little, however, leaked out, Apparently they were told that it o
was intended'to open a diamond industry in Bergen-Belsen and they:

were expected to deliver the raw material, It seems that they were
promised all kinds of facilities (for instance, special barracks

.case of non-compliance, As raw diamonds could naturally only be -
found out of black hoardings, it may be easily imagined in what a
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terrible dilemma these peonle were. They had endless conferences
with each other and finally submitted a memorandum, the contents of
which none of the outsiders knew. When we left the whole question
was still undecided., The diamond people were still in their special

barrack and no changes had been nade,
£

Among $he 170 people were a number of dianond workers, Of the
bis; dianond interests the family of Asscher was not represented, This
nay be due to the fact that the Asscher factory continued %o work in
Ansterdam, I only know that certainly until the end of May 1944 the eld- .
est son of Abrahan Asscher was actually in Amsterdan in connection with
the worlky I do not, hovever, want to suggest that this necessarily
menant cooperation of the Asscher concern with the Germans, As a matter
of fact, I know nothing at all about the terms, etec, VWhether or not the
Asscher factory continued to work under the management of the family or- -
whether this was discontinued I do not know, In Bergen-Belsen rumours
were current that the last Jews still working in the factory had also
been brought to W'borl, but I had-no means of verifying this, ’

k ok ok ok k¥ ok k%
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TRANSLATION FROM THE GERMAN : S . R ;
Extract from a revort on the - i
VAUFENTHEALTS - YORZUGSLAGER (Privileged Camp)
BERGEN - BELSEN!
(written by Helmuth Maing)

Our demarture for “ergen-lelsen was set for January llth. The train,
consisting of 11 bassenger cars, arrived at the camp a day bvefore. We
wvere allowed to carry with us an unlimited amount of lugpage and Hf1,
250,00, or the eouivalent in Reichsmark, per family, which was an advan~
tage over those leaving for Poland on transports., The camp did not pro~
vide us with extra rations for the trip and we had to feed ourselves as
best as we could, Since our supply from Amsterdam had been rather sparse
during the past weeks, unfortunately we had to leave without any provis-
ions worth nmentioning, whereas a mart of our fellow travellers took with
then whole suitcases full of foodstuffs, At 3 o'clock in. the afternoon
“the loading of the train began., The Jewish camp police called for us at:
the barrack, our luggage was loaded on wheelbarrovws, and we proceeded for )
the street from which the train had to be boarded. There was a tremendous - - -
crowd because more than 1,000 persons departed with us, My mother was
brought to the train in the so-called "ambulance" which, however, was
not esvecially equipped for that purpose, : :

We were scarcely able to secure seats as in addition to 10 passengers,

a huge anount of baggage was stuffed into our compartment, In” the cor-

ridors the bagrage was piled up yards high so that in order to reach

the toilet we had to undertake .veritable mountain climis. As a farewell -

2 nunmber of §S officers, among then being the camp commandant,. and the

Jewish officials of the camp appeared on the platform., Around 6 o‘clock -

night had already set in - the train began to move, Our feelings were . .
mixed. Although we were &lad to be getting out of Canp Westerbork, part- . =
ing from Holland was rather hard on us, particularly since we were state- &
less and feared that re-entry into the country after the war might involve

ereat difficulties, I personally was lad to leave, Apart frof my con-

viction that our exchange would actudlly materialize, I did not consider

it unwise to zet out of reach of the authorities in Amsterdam and the

Hague because my conscience was not too clear in Tegard to the case still ..
pending before the Foreign Currency Control Commission, -

Occupied with such thoughts we finally crossed the German border, which
T had passed in the orposite firection nearly 10 years before, During
the night - I diq not sleep one wink - we passed through Leer, Emden,
and Oldenburg, It was full moon and we were able to see the countryside
clearly., We were on the lookout for bomb destruction, but were not able
to discover anything at that time. We aporoached Bremen around mide-
night, The suburbs vere already severely afflicted, and in entering .
the harbor districts we passed through veritable heaps of ruins, We
found whole blocks reduced to ashes, ruined honses lining the railroad
tracks, and wherever we turned our eyes we found destruction, Thus we
had visible proof that not only a cow, a church or a cemetery had been
hit, as we had been told in the .Dutech vapers,-but on the contrary, a large

part of 3remen hag aprarently been turned into a cemetery!

Slowly we rolled through the relatively undamaged central réilroad station
" of 3renmen; our Journey into. the unknown continuing., Around 2 o'clockrwe;
stonped at a large freight rallroad yard where we renained until dawa,

-When dawn approached, our train was shunted off to a br

. anch 1line, and = .. -
we then proceeded slowly through the glittering wvinter

landscape. .
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Finally around 8:30 we were in 3ergen - an isolated station with a wide
rlatform. To receive us a large number of SS men had appeared with
rifles, some of them accompanied by likewise not very friendly looking
shepherd dogs, The doors were flung open and following the "Friendlyh
conmand "out with you', we climbed out of the cars, rather tired and
sleepy., We were then ordered to fall into rows of five, a command which
we Were given more often than daily bread during the following months,

Our column, surrounded by armed SS men slowly set into motion, 0ld and
sick people - my mother anong;; them - were loaded together with our bagenge
onto trucks covered with canvas, Our escorts were taciturn and it wvas im-
possible to obtain any information out of them concerning our future regi-
dence, On our way we passed one large modern barrack after another, The
whole area seened to have been transformed into one huge nilitary camp and
training ground., Large factories and workshops-seemed- to be concealed in
the voods where we saw a nunber of smoking chimneys and heard the noise of -
machines, .

After a trip of nearly two hours our procession left the main road, We ' : V-
nassed high watchtowers, lov nilitary barracls, grey buildings and sheds,

and then entered the canp, Ve vere fenced in by rows and rows of barbed

wire, It wns our inpression that we were herded into a zoological garden.

with nmany cages, and we soon were to discover that our life in the camp

indeed resembled life in an aninal cnge. We passed a turnpike, a guard-

house, barracks, sheds, and more barbed wire fences. Suddenly, behind a -

high barbed wire fence ve saw familiar faces, - people from Westerbork

vho had left there with a transport destined for Theresienstadt a few

- months before and vhigh apparently had stopped here. An exchange of

ereetings was harshly interrupted by our guards, (Note: These "Theres—

ien;tadt Deople! left 3ergen—?elsenifor Theresdienstadt a few weeks. later, R
GvT). : . . o

Finally we stopped in an open space; we had to line ourselves up in five
lon: rows, one behind the other, and then we were counted again and again,
Of course, that did not #0 smoothly because the count did not tally, which
caused the SS men to become very furious and excited, The lowly SS men,

in the meantime, had been Jjoined by a number of officers, some of them
looking smart, others martial, vho regarded the "Children of Israel" with
unfriendly and critical faces, The officers themselves remained tather
passive and had the roll call taken by the non-cormmissioned officers,

called "squad leader" ana "first squad leader! in S8 language, After
having stood for hours our nanes wers finally called and a detailed file
card was then filled out for each of us, We could then look for a bed in
one of the barracks, There were separate barracks for men and women,

They were smaller than those in Yesterbork, and contained wooden double-
decker beds shaped like boxes which were filled with sécksvstuffed with .o
Paper and wood shavings, In every barrack there was one day room equipped
with tables, benches, small cupboards and also with a cylindrical iron

stove in the center of the room, My wife and the children were accommodated
in a barrack similar to nine, with the exception that it’ did not have a
washroom. Thevhad to use the washroom of an adjoining barrack, which .
procedure was very disagreeable in cold, rainy weather, In the meantime
our luggage had arrived and was piled up on the mustering ground in neat
rows in true Prussian military fashion, Ve had to select our own -luggage
from the pile, which was.rat-er a cumbersome and time-consuming job, For-
tunately, our fears that our meager possessions would be taken away from
Us wers unjustified, = We were allowved to keep ‘everything, but for lack of
room we had {0 store large pieces of luggaze in a large baggage room, which
Ve could enter any time. We had to deposit all money -we carried*with us:

.
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to be credited to the canteen account, but since there was no control,
I preferred to surrender only a small part of my cash, .

- Our apnetites and fatigue had increased considerably in the meantime,

At 6 o'clock in the evening large wash tubs, called "Kaméllen", were
carried in at last and each of us received a bowl full of thin cabbage
soup anc¢ some breid., We were rather depressed, Although we had not
expected too much of 3ergen-3elsen, we did not think that we would be
transferred to a place closely resembling a concentration camp and which
vas under direct SS supervision, The many barbed.wire fences and the num-.
erous watch towers manned by SS men gave a consideradbly more unfriendly
impression than did the Westerbork camp, not to speak of the many SS men
roaming around in the camp, which we never saw in Westerbork, The food
was also a great disappointment, In the evening some acquaintances in
the Theresienstadt transport visited us in our barrack, "Théy told us
that their transport had unexpectedly stopped here in October, supposedly:-
because of overcrowding in Theresienstadt., They had to work 11 hours a /
day, but found the treatnent bearable, In addition to this Theresienstadt
&roup there were in the camp 75 Greek Jews from Saloniki who because of
their advanced age, were accorded preferred treatment by the Germans., A
little more reassured but dead tired we went to sleep, The next morning
began with reveille at 7 o'clock, washing in the primitive and badly il-
luminated washroom which had broken window panes and a bdbroken door, then
breakfast consisting of watery soup and bread, followed by the -roll call
which involved hours of waiting and yelling, Despite the icy weather
averybody, including women, children and old nen, had to wait until the
arithmetical problem of tallying the number of persons present with the
figures on the lists was solved, A few sick people, among them my mother,
were permitted to remain in the barracks and were counted there, Under
the inpact of depressing impressions my mother suffered a nervous and
physical collapse and only with gréat.difficulty was I able to have her’
admitted into the so~called "hospital' which lacked even:the most primi-
tive equipment, to say nothing of riedicines and dressings, The-physi-
cians and nurses who had come with u# did everything they could to the
extent that they were fiven the opportunity, but it took weeks until

the hospital was furnished even with fhe most necessary equipments (Notey
the hospital remained more than primitdive to the last, drugs, etc. being
practically unobtainablie - GoveT.)s For the time being all medicines,
dressings, nursing ang other equipment had to be ocollected from camp in-
mates. As a matter of principle the patients received the same food as
the other camp inmates and an additional ration of milk cereal or soup
was granted only for a few. It is no wonder then that my mother's phy-
sicgl Aand nervous state becare worse every day, especially since our
small food provisions were exhausted within a short tine and we were no
longer able to Prepare supplementary food for her, - . i

-

Working Day in Berzen~3elsen: I am on "Kamellendienst! i.e. together

- with other people of ny barrack, I must get the noraing soup from the
kitchen which means getting up at 4:80 a,m. It is pitch dark in the
barrack, because the poor electric lighting is switched off during the
night as a defense measure against enemy planes, and is turned .on again
only between 5-6 a.m, Still completely- drowsy, I reach for a box of
matches to light a candle - a great luxury - with the help of whigh I --

© grope through the narrow corridors to the washroom, The barrack is : )
overcrowded, since new transports have meanwhile arrived from Westerbork,

Clothes swing zhostlike from bars across the ceiling of the barrack; the_rii

-alr is stuffy and stale, snoring and all other kinds of human sounds

coning from above and from below,' I wash myself as.well as possible in” . .=~

a place where broken windows and a smashed door let in the ice cold wind,
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I dress somehow, donning overalls and windjacket, and an automobile cap e
which had seen better days, I race to the camp gate as fast as the dark- ’ .
ness permits. The ground is soaked because it has been raining and snowing s S
for weeks, After running 200 meters I reach the inner.camp gate, I can. - . - .. R o
make out the ghostlike figures of about 100 comrades who are” illuminated :
- by the searchlights of a nearby watch tower, These comrades -were assigned
to the same work as T, and we now have to wait at the barbed ‘wire fence until
the groupleader on duty appears to open the gate and to accompany us to the . ' .
kitchen located on the other side where the "delicious"‘mornihg soup is be~ : '
ing prepared., From our waiting place, we can peek through the open door
of kitehen No. II where the soup is being stirred, The kitchen personnel
consists of a chef who is assisted by Jewish men and women internees. The
waiting people start a lively discussion on the quality of today's soup and : - L
of the lunch. Will it be thick or thin, barley soup or porridge, made of B
turnips with potatoes, or will we be very very lucky and perhaps even get ’ - :
Dea soup? In spite of the excited discussion we do not forget to look out
for the group leader, the coming of whom is signaled by red lights, Fin-
ally a bvicycle approaches, a man in uniform gets off, We gtand in rows of
five, caps off, silent, and rizid, The gate opens, we hurry to the kitchen
which we enter in groups of five, "encouraged! by the shouting .of the chef
and by occasional light kicks we take 4 "Kamellen" large soup pots and out
ve go into the darkness, over the uneven ground, through pools and holes,
drageing the containers across the street behind the barbed fence, There
the containers are put down four in a row, like Prussian grenadiers, When
all have arrived, they are distributed to the various barracks, First
comes the women's barracks, I succeed in being assigned to the group
supplying my wife's barrack - (my wife has meanwvhile become leader of -
barrack 20), Five of us take the four "Kamellen" and hurry through the
dark., The precious soup spills over during the trip, and we feel it hot
on our hands and legs, Gasping and swearingz, we finally reach the bar-
rack's door, One last effort is needed to carry the container up the few °*
steps and put it on a bench whiich serves as a bar,. Mow'we are in the
women's quarters, Most of thé#yomen, old, young, fat and thin, have
Jjust gotten out of their beds add are trying to dress in the gray dawn, °
The children ery, the women gruﬁble, the air is stale intensified with
the smell of the soups I greet my wife who is already completely dressed
in her blue skiing suit, and who,” a big ladle in har hané is trying to
calm the excifed women and children, who are yearning for the morning
soup, and to get them dnto line, She has hardly any time for mnes but
as the happy husband of a barrack leader I enjoy the exceptional privi-
lege of receiving a tumbler full of soup, I gualp it down, hurry to ‘the
dormitory to the beds of my children and then rush back to my own barrack,
There things have hecome lively in the neantime, Everybody is getting up,
the washroom is terridly crowded with half-dressed, sweating and cursing
@en.,  In the day room, the soup is being.dished out, the men sip 4t with
smacking noises, there is much talking and velling. 1In one corner of the
room, nmen clad in talis and philacteris have assembled to pray and listen
to the reading of the Torah, The voice of the cantor is hardly audible s
in the general clamour, The persons who have claimson the seats presently - -
occupied by the dewout men-are impatiently awaiting the end of -the ser: :
vices. Finally the morning prayers are finished:; a hurried last Kaddish
ané the Torah, Talessim and Tefillim disappear, the synagogue is again
tranSfOrme¢ into a refectory, I settle down to eat my soup and my care- :
‘fully divided bread ration, Since I had heen on "Kamellen' duty, I do not
have to awaij my turn in the long line of people waiting for,thermprning.r”
soup which extends through the whole room, S S S

A

. After a féW*minutes iAhaveAfiniShed myjmeal; wash out thé'iowl in'fherf,'%
washroom, where some men, .most of them 0ld, and the children&fwhé do-.
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not have to appear for work call, are still dressing, Hurriedly I go
to the latrine situated at the farthest end of the mustering ground,
This place which has a capacity of 40, is already well attended abt this

, . hour of the morning, There is animated discussion, of course, on the
subject of food, the morning soup, the dinner, jem and cottage cheese; . :
politics play only a minor role, I am happy to leave and rush- in the - ) L
direction of the nmustering ground, : i B

In the gray light of norning, I discern already from the distance

throngs of people increasing from all sides, Ooning clogser, indivie

dunl shapes become visible ~ unshaven, emaciated faces, badly fitting

dirty clothes, wooden shoes or heavy boots. There are very fow men .
~in this crowd who still have the semblance of gentlemen. . The women . S
¢enerally take better care of their appearance, their faces are not i '
as hagpard, powder and lipstick do not seem to be used up yet, multi- [
colored shawls and kerchiefs giwe a more cheerful impression, MHere !
again topics of conversntion are nainly the morning soup, dinner, bread
ration, jam and cottage cheese, intermingled with some politics and ‘. ' R
-canp gossip, BSuddenly thetre 1s the sound of the whistle and accompanied e
by his aides, the oldest camp inmate appears, Mr, Albala. He is a chubby

but asile Greek Jew, born in-Belpzrade, hrought up in Vienna, educated in

:iolland and who resided in Saloniki, "Attention" - the order is heard )

from 211 directions, and slowly -and reluctantly the human mass falls into

rows of five in the préscribed manner forming a huge rectangle which is

open on the side faeing the camp gate, Mr, Albala with his aides scur-~

ries Yack and forth, counting, recounting, because, of course, the count

is inaccurate, They yell and argue., Then suddenly another signal ~

everything quiets down, the 88 marches in, First appear small. forma- R

tions totallinsz ahout 20 men, with rifles and do/;s who take positions - '{ -
at the outer-side of the barbed wire fence facing the road.. Then the .
hisher disnitaries appear, part of-them on bicycles, part on foot ~

the "Hauptscharfuehrer", a Javarian who shouts much and does no wvorks

then the very unpopular work lender who has the rank of group leader,

a fanatical Nazi, vicious and cruel, who as a war invalid is entrusted

with the distribution anc supervision;of the work, and who is a spec-

ial favorite of the Yalmighty! camp commandant, Two of the dignitaries

~et, their bicycles and approach our formations, Mr, Albala and his

Aaides unctuously hurry tn feet them as we stand silently and bare-

headed, The "Ober :roup leaders' Ilieinz and Fritz make the roll-call;

sleinz, in his mbdle fifties, A veteran soldier from the last war and

9 party member since 1923, resembles the characters pictured in the -

Simplizissimus of the werind of the reign of Queen Wilhelmina, He

s seragsy, has &lassy eyes, his figure is » little deformed, he is

clas in an ancient uniform with large patches on the seént, He reviews ..

the formations,.not forgetting to direct a few words of an. anti~-Semitic

or obscene nnture to anyone who is not exactly in formation or who com- -

nitted the crime of for-etting to remove his cap, Fritz, also a party

menber of longs: standing, is chubby and looks kindhearted,. goes through

the sane routine with another group,. In the meantime, Heinz npproaches

the women, Te criticizes their line~up, and their chatterinz and yells.

2t some of the women who, for various reasons, try to-shirk work, Mr, T

Albala also receives his share because of the insufficient attendance, ' -
Finally we are ready to march off, The commands Tright face" and Yfor-.

ward march" are given and we start in the prescribed erders. . First comes . -
.. the staff of the Jewish canteens, then the women who have the desirsble -
* assignment of ‘working in' the 85 canteens, .then the artisans - shoemakers, . ..
tailors, bricklayers, locksmiths and carpenters, - then the dutdoor de~ =
tachments; such as road constfuctiEh”Workers;'1umber'workers,'railroad:
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yard workers and freight loa&ers, and finally the large nass of "foot
cnnnaadoes!, The mrin group leader, Havpitscharfuehrer, with his-staff
of Ober-and Unterscharfuehrers “lock and Rottenfuehrers - the whole

scale of ranks of the Third Reich's bick guard — await us at the gate,

For every nne of these rentlemen we have a nickname; "the red miller",

a vicious sadist vhon it is hest to aveid, "Wilhelm Telll, the "Zaehl" -

(Tell in the Dutch lansunge), in charge of roll oall, "Luebbe" and

"anmer", snecialists in-the field of dunk construction, "Ierzogh, the

ruler over all latrines, and some other prominent personazes., Yhile

mireiins past, we ars azain counted by the 85 Zashlmelster as well as

hy the Jewish alder and his nides, "Friendly admonitions" to keen our

mouths shut, etc, which the r~roup of SS disnitaries at the ate gave us

are sileatly acknowledred, Marchins in irregular step (how could we, o

nen an? wonen, narch in Prussian ﬂonse~step?) ve are led 09 the-oanps - N Lf =
8@ by ‘einz and Pritz hetween harhed wire fences to our place of work, ¢ )
Ye pass by nur kitchen, and ~ur speculations as to the next, dinner are
nrematursly ended, Alrendy 50 yards against the wind, the unmistakeable
sweetish smell of turhips is still percentible. Thus the dinner no longer.
helds out any temptatir~n, ~ Meanwhile we reach the fence separating the :
work and clothes distribhution darracks from the rest of the camp, Ieinz # -
and Fritz tale nosition at the passarze, and while slowly filing through, ’ 7
(we are in no hurry t~ ~et to work) we nre counted once more like a prec-
ious herd whose shenherd is fully aware o~f his responsibilities, Finally
we arrive at the work Harraclt of the shoe detachment, It is a shed of
abaut 150 meters lona with 10 compartments resembling stalls, Its walls
ara painted ~ dirty creen for canouflage, Iverybody hurries to the as-
sirmad compartment “ecause einz stands “ehind us ready to accelerate

our nace with g few kicks, We are in a still sparsely 1lit room measur--
in.. ahout 15 meters in width and 20 meters in length, Our coats are

7oup acainst the whitewashed walls, We climb over the low roughly
hailt tadles to our Dlaces. ardly racornizeable in the dim light of
dawn are heans of old dirty shoes{;xlt is our task to rip the uppers

and to renove and separate such.valunbles as sweat-spoiled linings,

choe laces, etc,  The youth of the Third Reich had gathered these mounds
of shones with srent devation,

L
We, ths workins sloves, arz tn produce precious material for the manu- )
facture of new- shnes, Tleinz and Fritz ex»lain to us azain and again the - -
importonce of our work and watch us very closely, so that de do not cut o
or waste thiz valuable leather, Threats and occasional face-slapping,
with holdin~ of “read ration, kicks, standing enforced for hours at the
wire fence durin, the lunch hour or after work, are the punishments meted
out by ecur mnrd to drive us to work, We are ahbout 100 men in the hall;
nohody is workin-: yot Mecaunse we have to walt until it gets light. How- o B
ever, everyone takes an old shne or = plece of leather in his hand so"as I
to crents the inmpression th~t something is being done, which .is just as -
inportﬂﬂt as the actunal -worl:, We connverse in low voices, while Feinz
AAAAA t Fritz, who also supervise the other halls, are out of our room, Dur-
in: this time, the forenen, mostly Greeks who have been in the camp for
n long time, have to see to it that ‘there is silence and order.

Tiefara sittine At the workins tahles for ten minutes, we alscuss faod- in all
ité variatinns wnd from all ancles; what we eat, what we will eat for

lunch,- for ﬂlnner, to-morrow, etec. Will we et butter, jam or cottage
cheesu, or mayhe even today? VWhat is the pfezd situation, why

vas there no ment in our soup, ete, ete.  Such A conversation continues -
71l nornin:, all afternoecn, temorrow, the day nfter, next week ‘and next
month, “ecause we nre all hungry mnﬁ tberhforo consta tly thlnkln‘ of food.
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I finally succeeded in starting a discusslon on the military situation,

on the latest bombing of Germany, the Palestine exchange, ete, Jut the
" discussion lags, we soon speak about food again, about the food which .
We used t0 eat in peace time, and which we shall eat asaln after. the war, . .
Meanwhile, it is ettins fay, ~rey, pale lisht creeps in though -the -
windows, Dust and dirt cover tables and stools and every ripped shoe

adls new particles of dust. Soon our hands and faces are rrey and stigky, -
our clothes colorless heeanse of its dust colored cover, From time to

time cases full of olad shoes are emptied on to our table, Everyone
complains about the Airt and ahout the material which today seems to

Ye particularly bad,

He:cutfmebhanwnally with our knives, we pluck, we break up the various

Parts and put the pieces of leather into larse cases, 0ld firemen's hel~

mets, turned upsice cown, an our- tablées serve as' containers for vextile — T
waste to be salvased, To et some fresh air and also et away from the

’ workshog for a littls vhile, Auring working hours, we take a nice walle®

t2 "the latrine which is situnted about 200 meters from the shop On our

vay we Jlance into the nther rooms where our comrades are occupied with

similar work, ve meet friends and acquaintanees] some had arranged dates

with their wives, whnm they now mget secretly at the latrine shed, p

The latrins of the workin: camps is much more primitive and dirty than

that of the housin: harracks, In spite of that people stay there as long

as possible, they smoke, discuss, read an old but not less precious news—
paper collectivelyl sometimes they even cut each others hair; etc, ete,
Suddenly a warning si;mal is heard. Heing annroaches to drive us as well .
as the women who are separated from us only by a thin wooden wall, btack -
to work, We o back, rip old shoes, speak about food and walt until 11:30
wvhen the whistle blows, In the work barrack there is no place vhere we.

¢an wash our hands, and dirtylas we are we et into our coats, and rush

out to line up in rows of five, We are counted a7ain before leaving but -
fortun~tely the number is correct and our column of 600 men and 700 women,
escorted hy Heinz and Fratyz stants moving, "Wilheml Tell! and his helpers
are already waiting to welcome us at the gate, Our caps off, we ﬁarch,by;
are counted asain and since the nwmber is correct, the order "dismissed",

is ziven and we race furiously to our barracks, In the washroom ve wash

our hanis and faces, as well as this can he ‘one, with war soap and Brsatyg #%3 . -
s0ap powder, an then hurry to the eating Place, full of the delicious -
-smell of turnips, vwhere people already fight for unpeeled potatoes,

Ther:z is a lon.: line in front of e, everyhody is hunsry, impatient dnd
irritavle, Finally my turn comes, The ladle Aisappears in the deep &on~
tainer and reappears filled only half with a yellowish substance which ig -
poured into my tin container, From the barrack leader, Personally, I
Tecelve 4 nid‘le seized notatoes, People before e complain because one
potato wag Totten; somebody else, it seems, had received 4 potatoes which - .
are much ™;fer ané in additinn o piece of meat,,, averyhody feels cheated;:,,'
Voraciously we swallow our food, Ten of us sit At one table and people.
exchange turnips for Potatoes, potatoes for the soup we will ret for dinner, -
Orthodoz Jews try to exchance their ration for cottage cheese or potatoes, -
They A0 not find many clients an? face grave conflicts since no one can
afford t5 renounce the small guantities of foodd!otributed, without getti
their equivalent in return, e - -

I o not waste time but wash ny food container and rush to the barrack of
My wvife and children, There I find sreat excitement, The soup in one of-: -
the pots was thick, the contents of the Gther was. just like water, My T
wife, the barrack leader, “nd her assistant are violently attacked, . I- i
try to calm the women but dg not succeed ans therefore retire to a bench -
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where 1 exchange a few words with my family., It .is.very hard to speak or
hear in this noise, but I seé¢ that “they are well, althoush Eva has lost_a
stocking and Marianne a bort which I think they will eventually. recover,

My wife has saved. some foo for me and I pratefully ead the extra p. tions,
We discuss the latest camp fossip and then I have to leave, (Note: because
of the roll call this midday pause was never longer than 20 to 25 mlnutes.
G,v.Ty) S

At the roll call place thggewme spectacle as in the morning takes place, -

with the only difference that the work leader selegts a dozen people from - : . v
the shoe commando for a particularly dlsa(reewble“task.. There is a lot of : B ’ B
shoutine about the sloppy manners of the women, Th que always stragglers, S
all sorts of threats are beins thrown at them anﬂ/@he representniives of
the Judenrat, who are responsible for -ood order, Heinz threatens that

he will hang or imprison them, C e

We are marched agnin to our working “arracks and sit for hours over/jour
stunil work, The conversation is always the same; favorable information

on the military situwation has reached us through those who work in-‘the

$S work shops, Our spirits rise hut sudsides with the increasing hunger -
turnips are not nourishing food -, The menu of the SS canteen is discussed
enviously, Heinz, Fritz and their comrades had pea soup, sausages and- )
chocolate pudding for lunch, Mrs, Rosenthal who works in the 88 kitchen -
has risked her life to bhring her husban& some pea soup, and there is. no
douht that she is tellin.: us the truth, For hours we speak about this sub-.
ject. Suddenly I'am called by the foremen, A few strong men are needed
for the unloading of trucks fnll of old shoes., Together with a few com-
rides I hurry throush the rain to the tent where all stocks are piled up,
An 0ld case, which has two handles is put on the truck and filled with ‘
choes and then brought back by two men to the tent where it is emptied,
Fritz is the superviser an® Menconrazes" us to hurry by shouting and e
kickin:.us, Today he is in a very bac moo?, He is in the company of the ; =~ &
prison guard of the Celle penitentiary, who drought the shoes on the truck * .
anc. Fritz, the SS man, wants %9 nut on a show for his coll}eagme., I soon

realize that it would he better to zet on the truck and fill the cases.

instead of Araggins them to the tent, because up there I am safe from

the "encouragsin kiclzs of Frita!s heel. PFinally the truck is empty.

I jump cown “Sut soon fin” ont thhat in the tent there are always a few .

hundred@ thousand olé shnes kept ready to provide work for. several months,

I tnake leave from my comrafes in the tent Aand arrive in hall III of the *

shoe commando just in time to receive a delicious cup of coffee, brought

from the kitchen in large containers. This liquicd made of dried chestnut

leaves tastes to us almost like real mocha, The people who droucht the cof-

fee from the kitch-n announce that today we will certainly get thlck barley,

soup and our morale runs higch again,

Once more,we discuss food and finally the 11 hour working day dfﬁws to a

close, WYe are ceidtired, My nelrhber and another man at the neighhoring . .
table have fallen asleen, OJehind a case full of waste leather, I discover =~

2 hoy of about 1% who is also nsleep. Our foreman runs around nervously;}'

to keep us avake hecause Heinz is in the adjcining room, To pass time, -~ .- ..~
I decide to visit the rooms 4-~9, - S

Room IV and Vi Tere &irls and women are Aoing the same "useful® work as
in our rooms, Grey-dust covers the Madly lighted working tables., The -
women are tired, they talk relatively little and work even less, They.
discuss lunch, dinner, mornin: soup, pot cheése, Jjam, etc, in all detalls
and from all ancles, I fiscover small pads on the $ables in which notes -
are made regarding finest recipes of things that thesespeople once used
to eat, and vhich they intend to cook again when,.;sss - They want to be-
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ready for peacetime anc are meanwhile exciting their palate at the

thousht of all these Aelicious things., At another table, some women .
work dilicently, They manufacture belts,--dolls, and other-toys, -ban-- -~ o
danas, artificial flowers, “roaches and even gloves from the abundant o
collection of multicolored mieces of leather, ¥ Zven the "Oberscharfuehrerd - .- * -
Lued®e and "lasenscharte" wlaced orders for their loved ones at home,

Thus these nice articles are wanufacturerd half secretedly, Mr. Cohn

furnishec the glue from the §.S5., shoemaker!s shop and that is about all

that is needed, It nirht even de »ossille to exchange a belt for half -

A bread ration or a small niece of toild paper, or mayve a wonderful

plaitel melt for some susar, idrs, Rosenbery; still has about two pounds,

aad Mrs, Va2 de,er.h nossessas 3 pounds of Quaker Oats, DTafore I know

it, we are agnin enpagad in a food discussion,

In the adjoining thres roons military undervear and uniforms are cuts --- s : =t
I an shown the rag-ed uniforms which were torn to nieces by shell .splin— -

fers, etc, and were talen from the wounded and dead, They are now rippqd s : ek
with scissors, razor blades, knives, etc, put into sacks to be sent to / :
facteries fron whers they +rill emerge soon as new uniforms and underwear T

only to be torn again Yy srenade shells, .
The Zlite Division of the shoe work wnit is accommodated in.hall vViii,
nder the special supervision of Fritz who is assisted by a foreman assign-
C by the Wehrmacht, used nilitary “oots are carefully, grinped up,
Zvery boot furaishes us a holy for & new low shoe and if one éuts into

the edre the whole piece Yeocomes useless., Since we are not trained shoe-
melers or shoe aripmers, it often happens that the knife slips, spoiling
the precicus leather. Therefore, we sit th:srs in constant fear lest

such mishaps e discovered, If Fritz is in a @ood mood he only yells

2t us Sut i he feels low because of a previous night's air alarm he
inflicts on us all sarts of munishments,.as for .instance, standing ad

the Marded vire fence, witd lding of food and dread retions, jail

(far sadotace) face slaps, kicks and sometimes even strokes with the
rather clud, Thysical mistreatmeﬁt}is strictly prohibited, but who
voull Jare complain?  Today nothing thas hanpened as yet, althouch we
have already Yeen threatened with all sorts of punishments, but soon

the day will ne over and we shall get our barley soup,

.

(i

©

Xa)

£

v of ripped leather, I discover the stretched out figure of a

o hals dollapsed, - This narpens guite often in the men's as

well as in the women's vorlzshops, This man, a former bank director is
not strons anan for the shoe workshop. (¥ote: In ome barrack "silk: .
eacoons” verz cleaned by vouns ~irls and women, This work was cleaner
thah the shoes hut they had to deliver a oiven auantity a day, and some
could net stant the nauseatine smell of the "cocooqs", G.v.T.)

I take leave, 0 t5 the latrine and retura to my working place, The
last hour seems exdless, We are not permitted to leave the room, it is
cetting dark, guards with “o.s are standing in front of the door, to__ —
ive An urnleasant velcome tn anyone who would dare £o out without per—
nission, P 11y, we hear fleinz's sirnal, We rTun to the camp street
And form rows by the ht of the searchlights, The whike light is play-=
ing phantom like on our hends and cirty faces, IHeinz approaches; we are. -
connted and recounted, something seems to “e wrong, but. in the end: every~ -
thing turns cut to he alrizht, Some women had obtained pérmission to -
leave their work at 5:00 p,m. to gc to the dentist at the hospital, and -
we 18 simply forgntten tn include them in our cakéulations., R

2

ich consists of 10000 versons starts marching under the -

searchlizhts, We pass thro ths zate of the Wrolleall”

Our column
beamns of:
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squars", a few additional insults are thrown at us by the "Rad Miller¥,

and then ws finally o to our barracks, There the hot varley soup is

waiting for us, VU:fortunately it' is not as hot as we had heen promised, o
We are vary disnppointed because all our plans mast bYe changed. We have o :
tc eat the slice of breaad vhich we wanted to save becanse we arsthungry,

and. because there will de no soup tomorrow, These are &rave, painful pro-
blems which each one of us:has to solve in his own way. As soon as I finish
my meal I hurry throush the eate which separates the women from the men's
canp ~ and which will close in half an hour = to see my family, In their
barrack the soup had been thick and everybady seems tn be satisfied, 411
barrack inmates eye me friendly-lire and aratefully, as if 1% had been I

who had cooked and offered them tiie snup, but I am only the husband of the
barrac! leader and am nnw hQonored with a tin can full of thick- soup, Slowly,
I.%erin to feel

tetter and anm ertirely satisfied when ny wife gives me the 5
rest of a real cigarette th

~t she has saved for me, My wife makes o little- " = i
speech to her Yarrack nates: "Red Mueller, has inspected the heds, he hag /
cursed an® velled, apn” threaters to withheld the

£
bread rations from all /

‘oes not inprovell, Upon retura to i .
sroup of men gathered for the evening prayer, At other

play cards, eat, sev, shave, discuss, and also quarrel,

"Sarahs® if the "ettenbagh (ved malking)
1y barrack, I find g
tables meople sit ana

i ¥

The Oven is a raal center of unrest, Mr,

and both of them quarrel with the ventriloguist Santihano to obtain a little
space on the oven 40 make sonme toast, and warn some carrots which they saved

fron lunch, Over t:e oven, clothingz and boots ape hang up to ‘ry. In another
corner, people study the Talmud and zealously discuss the prodblems of the
Jowel year,

Colms quarrels with Mr, Kaufnann,

It is almost ¢ Pyly and I an dead tired, I o outside apgnin, The vealk moon-
licht vaialy tries to compete with the bright illumination of the search-- ) (A
lichs, It is drizzling as usual, From the' woods hehing the barded wire . S
. fence, in the direction of the latrine I hear the screams of an owl, I

exchnnge = few words with = passing friend a: then I ;0 to sleep on my -
coarse matiress as though it were a luxuriouns shed,

Thus cne dny wagses lile the other.
occur are isasreeaMls ones,

The only variations that sometinmes
The SS tries to teach us Prussian discipline,
and since they treat us — nen and women - like youn, recruits they find .
reason for enntinuous cursing and punishment, A special chapter is the so- o
called, {Jettenbaul (ved making) i.e. tha nakinz of the beds in a certain
fashion, Since there is very little space in the Marracks, and s NATTOW
chest just biz erough for ~ne nerson, which has to Be used Vy 5 or 6, the
internees have to “een their thins in the Yeds, vhich of course do not
-lock as flat and aven ne they should, Jut the commander is very meticus
lous an’ wants them to me very even, thus the daily inspection often re.-
‘sults in the withholding ~f “read for the entire barradi, 4s we are always
hun:ry, tha whithholiins of the Animum ration is a <rave punishnent which,"
nevertheless is bronouncec very often, 'ad work is punished in the sane
way, and when Heinz or Fritz are in a had nood., which occurs,especially vhemn,
Aue tn the air alarms they have soent their nights in shelters instead of ;
in their seds, they collectively punish 21l people whn work in the same room, "
It happens often thnt, furine lunchtine, people are ordered to stand. silent~
1y 2t the barbed wire fence of ths "roll eall square! where, remardless of .
ne weather, they nust remnin wuatil work is resumed, Often such "conviets,.
Aen’And. wonen, can Se seen standing »a the "roll eall sguare! at such late. .
hours 289 pun, of an Sunfay afternoon when thers is no work to o at:the
canp,. Some have ta stand there fron 12 a,m,. to 7.p,1., but there are also-. -
- other kinds of punishnent., On Sunday afternoon, which is supposed to he -0 =
~ur owly free time, we nre taken out - for special dril}l because,we:did not -
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march €~ work in @ood order. There are also special roll calls when, half

cend, we return from work nt 7:30 P.M, These roll calls last until 8 or 9 . . .. .
c'clock, =nd oceasinnal hnil, rain or stornms are considered by the 8S as

2 :0nd retribution for us. .These punishments: are cenerally -inflicted when
the roll call Aid aot tally, 2 thinc which is easily apt to happen with
4,000 intarnees, My wifs, as barrnck lender was imprisoned in an unheated
cell for three days anc nirhts, with hrend and water as the only food. She
‘had to sleep on A wooden hench witheut hlankets. The crime she comaitted
wis that in counting the persons in the barrack she had overlooked a child
w10 had hidden in bed uncer the blanket, Since she indicated an incorrect
numver, the final roll call numher was not accurate, It was a miracle that
ny vife did not zet pnewmonis in her unheated cell, It was in April and
still very cold.- Fortunately, ny wife was well prepared for her prison
sentence; under her si suit she hnd put on all the warm clothin; she pos-
sessed, w” sone she had “orrowed from her colleasues; she had also hidcen
in her ski suit a smnll “read reserve and ‘an Bnslish novel, and noreover

had adopted an attitule of in*ifference. The main group leader had original~ 77 .
ly cancelled thz sentence hut when he comnnnder inquired whether the two

Yarrack lencers who had miscounted the internees had served their prison

tern, they then had to atene for this misdeineanor, . &

The work of = harrack leader is responsible and risky hecause he or she is
reswonsible for ~11 offences comnitted hy the barraclk inmates, A fev_days

after our arrival at the camp the women had obYstructed the latrine drain

by throving cardhoard and tincans into it, This »rovoked the indignation-

of the "latrine sieneral’, Tertzos, The four female harrack leaders vere

orcderad to clim» down into the latrines,” stand in the-dirt up to their

Ailes and clean the latrine vith shovels. The ~entlemen from the S8 -
watched the spectacle laushing: henrtily,. Vhen ny wife 7ally climbed: out,

after the work was “one, she was received with friendly -acclamations and

was even given a cigarette Yy one of the officers, In so doing, he murnured’ s
to her that he had not wished this to happen, but had been ordered by the

commander to designate the dbarrack leadersfgor the cleaning of the lat;ines.

When ny wife arrived in the barrack she was received triwmphantly, The bar—

rack inmates put her into a oo itriner full of hot water and washed her thor-

ouzhly, : ’

L

I, too, Medame well acquainted with the orison cell. One day, helping in
the departneat for old nilitary unverwear, the iden occurred to me that a
air of old torm shorts couls well ™e used for the cleaning of our food coin-
tainers, since there were no towels left. Unfortunately, I was caught hy
the iaspecting "Ober ~Toun lealer", just as I was ahout to execute my idea.
I'w~s not used to doins such thincs, I was seatenced to six days in jail,
vith only water and Mren?, Since the prison was overcrowded: — other camp
inmates were sittin~ there for similar offenses, I was -ut in'a cell occu- =
piel Wy one of ny colleasugs nnd had to share the narrow wosnden hench with ‘
hin., Ia s»ite of that, I slept. very well, coversad oaly with a jacket, I
anrreciate” the silence here sp? thousht of the restless niclits in the bar—
Tack where tisre was earstant coning wnd coing to and from the vashroom, all
nisht, Durins the 2ay I was Mro t to my reqular work place, since ny

hnsses were arnarently not willin~ to forfeit my precious work, Secretly S
ny working: colleagues “rousht me my lunch from the barrack which lunch con— S
sisted as always- of turnins, %“oiled potatoes or sandy spinach, hey smugaled
it out in jam ~lasses, so that I Aid not eat less than usuval, I-hardly had
occasion to wash durings all that tine, I washed as well as-possible.at my
working place — in an old container of Jjan. ) - S -

Rinﬁlly tivese ba@ times'pnsseﬂ, and after an encoﬁraging speech by:tﬁe' ,
"O%er croup leader", Luebve, - a rarticularly mean individual,:inwwhich: :
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"he advised me not to let myself be caught again,
I was permitted to return to my barrack,

vatch me very closely, -

as from now on he would

Meanwﬁile,'I had been transferred to the depardment of military boots where

Ober group leader Fritz, the butcher hoy, v
er vas compelled tn Jo a certain anount of
Ne to accomplish this, but sons
requested amount, This, of course, led to
nsnts, often to slaps an” kicks,
“lick which I received once while leading a
_he @ersonally,
* bosses nnd was very
who had experiences
criptions by Arnold
I acted accordingly,
alvays hac an answer for Fritz, I did
vays Aicé "as if0 I
thinner, later findin~ out that I had lost
work at all since after all it relped tinme

carefuls I remembered
in the last warld war,
Zweis in his

I 4id not let nyself

not work nmore than the
Tent movir- and was never caught idle, I

vas superviser, There every work-

work, It was not difficult for

of ny colleagues were unable to produce the

continuous threats and punish-

Ixcept for a "friendly and encouraging!

truck, nothing ever happened to

I had recognized the mentality of these old military barrack

the stories told me by mgny friends
and eswecially the vonderful des~

ook "Kampf um den Sergeanten Grischa, anc

“e intinmidated by the yelling, I
others, but al-~
had become much
I d4d not nind the
Pritz alvuays called me

45 poundg.
t0 pass,

the "long Jesus!' which wag pro®ably a special favor, and he always assigned
€ I ¥ T ’ G

ne to the loading and unloading of trucks,
since ve were always rushed and
ha to worlk over tine,
sit in the dusty workroon,

occasionally beaten with clubs,
but at least we were outdoors and did not have to
In the high military hoots, we sonetimes found

This work was quite strenuous,
Often we

precious articles, as for instance, well wmreserved nilltary socks, food

ragss, Moot brushes, pocket knives, leather

plenent ta our ranidly Geteriorating equipment,

strance discovery cduring the course of his
called "Gleitrienea®

strip which came from = Sephar Torah rolls

‘which is generally made of pirskin, he found

straps which were a welcome sup-—-
One day a neighbor made a
work; in a Yoot leg in the so-

a parchment
The Zcbraw letters could be dis—

tinctly seen and
cient masters of
Boote,

exverts immedintely founi»the chapter from which the effin~
the ‘German war incustry had cut the Ersatz for their military

4 pleasure of a4 snecial kind was the so-~called "hath! in Canp Jergen~Telsen,
We nre led in ‘roups or 300 to the hath-louse situated ~t the entrance of
camps Since the hat'whouse is much too 11 for such a large number
O Dersons, they can hardly undress, The Cirty clothing is thrown on the
floor upon which hunireds of cirty feet had walked, INundreds of naked male
voties, many of which look like skeletons, stand closely together, The room
and We have t0 wait for half an hour until the super— -

is insufficiently heated
visin soldiers call ue into the shower room, One hundred men are pushed
under twenty showers, Ve are so close together that it is almost impossible
te Tend doun to wash our feet and legs. We have only a few ninutes within
vhich to wasgh, My hanés are so sticky from the work in the shoe shop that it
takes too lons tn thoroun 7 clean thenm and also to wash the other varts of
my 2odye. Throuch the steam of the 20 showers I see the phantom-like bodies
of my comrades, Everyioly tries to net as much water on-his body as possible
during the few available moments, an® there are frequert quarrels for better
space under the shower, When the whistle blews, which chases us from the -
paracise of the shower-room to malke space for another grou@, everybody push-
es irto the cola cressing room, and after érying ourselves superficially,
~we don our cirty clothes again, Outside, we have to form rows of five, We
are counted =né recounted, Our teeth chatter from cold, it snows andé rains
at th: same time anc in this weather, we walk back to our work, We walk
alon.: the ecamp street, pass the Lkitchen where we inguire about the menu for
_the dayr, and are very hanny to learn thst today-we will zet nqodleé and
rotntoes ceoked together. Three minutes later, we sit on our stools ¥ipping
ur shoes, . s - . - e L
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Tathing Jay for women and chiliren 1s no djifferent from ours. The same rush,
the same crowd and the same SS men supervisors, 6ince theré is no female
personnel in the camp, an? since the bathers must be watched, the 85 men act
- as guards and give the sicmal for the women to dress, Women and girls who -
under these circumstances try to stay away from ‘the bath house are punished.
They o not et their bread ration or have to stand at the barbed wire fence.

Zospital. "For us neople are either dead or alive! is the notto of the

sanitary officer and the other 8§ versonnel, - The dead are taken care of in

the crematoriunm situated outside of the camp, It is » miserable wooden shed

with a hizh chimney that can be seen from the canp, Durin; the first part of

1944, about 80 persons - out of 4,000 internees — died; most of them were

elderly people. (¥ote: This figure is definitely wrong, The mortality was

muc: hicher, I checked the figure with somebody from the hospital morque 7 -

where the bodles were always deposited, G,v.T.) The personnel of the cre- .

matorium cotsists of two youns Jewish boys, who were separated from us ever S

since their arrival, and with whom we are strictly forbidden to converse, (-

They live in a small ¢ottace near the exit of the camp, on the way to the - A

crematorium; they recelve double fond portions which are delivered to them

dirsctly from the kitchen, and they never meet us, They are led to the bath

house separately, ~nd even their hair is cut under the supervision .of an 88

man, in order to prevent the Jewish canp barber from an opportunity to talk
- to them, In their free time, the two must make “rooms out of brush-wood,

Some secret surrounds thenm; we suppose that in addition to the Jewish dead,

they also have to cremate those who ¢:led in the neighboring concentration

camp, the inmates of which are mostly foreisn workers who allegedly have

connitted sone misdemeanor, The SS personnel does not wish the cremating

persornel to tell us in our camp of their wruesome activities, the actual
causes of death, etc, .

The care ~iven to the living: who are unfortunate enouch to become sick, is

very poor inieed, Sick people cannot work and are, therefore, quite yun~
irteresting, IF semehody reports sick before the bheginning of work he must
agpear at the roll-call even if he has a tempgrature of 104°, Jews with

less than 101° are not censidered sick and must report to work. From 7:00

24 the sick are crowdia~ the unheated corridor of the hospital, which
consists of two wooden barracks, They suffer from all sorts of diseases,
puewnonia, grip, diphtheria, dvsentery, hand anid feet wounds, frost bite,

ete.; and it happens often that people catch contagious diseases in the

hall of the hospital, A4t 7:30 the sanitary officer finally arvives, a

stuffed shirt, who believes himself hizh above the Jewish physiéians, ale-

thowh he has ~one tarouch only half of medical school, 1% depends on him
whether the sick are acnitted in the hospital or note If the sick person

is lucky ezouzh to be acnitted to the hospital, he or she is sent “to a big

1all vwhere there are two rows of hunks like in the large barracks, The food

is about the same as in the camnp, cravely ill people receive - in exception— ™
al cases — some milk-soup or cereals, There is 2 agreat lack of sanitary
equipment, Only ons chamber pot is available for 80 patients and the

"toilet" covsists of a containar, with cover, which is bein:: used night and

¢y Yy 50 wonmen and rieny There is no regular toilet in the hospital, In

the beginning there were no medicines at'all, later some drugs as well as
bandases were received, It often hapnens thnt people cut their hands during -
work, and their wounds are very poorly cressed, in most cases; with some"
olivraas. etc, A friend of mine who needed an urgent operation could not be .
operated on because at the last momént the SS men came to talke .away -the'
woun’. dressing material vhich they had previously made available, They
needed th: bandazes thenselves, The Jewish. physicians who frere permitted -

hest hut due to prevailins conditions, -

to work in the hospital do.their

they -can accomplish very littls, especially sinde the chiefrphysician,—as
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well as the commanier do not accept any complaints, It is = miracle that

sravely sick people are sometines cured in this hospital; they do never
_recover conpletely. O0ld people who are placed in the so-called old age

hone lie a slow leath, nnd are not ~iven the slishtest care, The only ad- co

vantage of this old nce home is the fact that its inmates do not have to &0

to worlk an must.not de present at the roll call, Moreover, some Jewish

nurses work there and do their utmost to help the sick peoples My mother

wos first in the hospital and then in the old nge home, - She lost her phy- . :
sical and mental strength ;radunlly and we were unable to alleviate her . : ' I
suf ferings, s

L I

February.EQ, 1944, I'lack clouds hang over the roll eall- square, A cold - o T
wind blows from the east and whirls snov flurries over the vast spaces Al-

208t no hunan deinass are visible, . Prom the barhed wire fence surrounding

the hospitnl, a cart moves slowly throw,h the sand., A soldier, a pipe in

his nouth walks heside it hoistins the horses, on the vehicle, which is zen~

erally used to transport the cardase is a hlack coffin, made of raw planks,

Accompanied by only one friend, the 01d Rabbi de Vriess from Farlen (Holland)

I follow this sad procession, I accompany my riother on her last journeyy

A few honrs later I carry the heavy soun containers from the kitchen to our
barracks, Life -0es on, .

Lk ok ok % K ok

It was quite uncerstandable that nany internees in Jergen~lelsen should
have found it very hard o adapt themselves to the conditions of this canp
wiich was antirely different from Canp Yesterbork, Iere we were always L
hungsry and lost all interest in other things. The inmates of my barrack 4 L
#12 consisted of vorkmen who cane fron the Jewish quarter in Amsterdam, o
(Fote: curiously enouch, the sroup.of 600 Dutch Jews with couble nationality,
generally_English/Dutch, consisted ¥argely of Jews.from the zhetto, former .

hawkers, etc, We used to call them MThe Tommies from the Waterlooplein

GuoveT.) ~ consideradle numher of proninent intellectuals, such as rabbia, )
tenchers, scientists, and ~lso merchants, physicians and professional people, -

Only -very few people succeeded in resistin:; the will of our tyrants who e

wished to lower us to the level of slaves ana proletarians. During the first

weeks of our stay in er;en~Telsen lectures on the most variecd subjects were

or:anized in the harrack in the evenin.s; they were very well attended, . Jut

soon these lectures were Giscontinued, decause we were too exhausted to fol—

low the spenker, The relisious services which were held resularly were also

well attenced, ut unfortunately, those who professed relizion so devotedly

did neither serve =as a model to their fellow internees by:their conduct in

Gaily life, nor i they lend thenm any noral support, I gratefully renember

the venernble, old Babbi ce Vriess from farlem, whose bier I-accompanied a- - -
few weels after the death of my mother, He always lent me courare and support -

an® he wns nn exanple of a fine character for nll of us: Inewnonia caused by

standing around for hours on the ecnll roll square, in the icy wind, brought '

Ahout the untinely centh of this wonderful man, Often, af night, when we were °
Already Iyins: in our bYeds in the Aark barracks, he told us.of Falestine and =~ . :
of nis hopeful lon:sing to return to the land of our Fathers, Fe perceived
the holy 1and from the distanrce, but like Moses, he should never.enter -it,. . :
There were others who tried to lishten the nonotony of our daily 1ife with .. =
their spirit, “ut-only few actunlly succeeded in)influencingrthéjdﬁlled Dol
minds,. Nevertheless, some people pathered regularly to study:-the Torah . - -

2nﬂkl Tememver o barrack inmate who spent every free miniite <to study Jewish - -
cooks, : o : e atar e
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‘Mews from the front, as well as the regular visits of large airplane forma—
tions ~lve us hope and confidence, In Westerbork we had rarely seen these
planes but here in Jergen—~elsen they came almost daily by day and night,
Teighboring Hannover, with its large industrial installations was the Yarget;
moreover the planes often passed our camp when going to Tlerlin., After a

- nizat alarm we knew tant the mood of our #uards would dYe had Yecnuse for

them air'rald alarms neant spending the nizht in cold shelters, Dmring a
@ay 1icht air raid alarm, we had to remain in our barracks, i,e, on our
vorkinz place, Fritz and Zeinz tried to explain to us that anti-aircraft
defense was quite useless here in the Lueneburger Ileide, but that Goering's
fighters would, of course, finish off the "mean air pirates" hefore they
coull ranch their target, We realized that the German cefense was wholly
insufficient, that the Gernans did not actually have anything to oppose the
Allied air night, Fortunately, our camp was never attacked, Durin: an . el
attack on the neighboring 8§ clothing canp,” two Women were killed (¥ote:
¥e were still in ouarantine when this happened and some of ug ~ I amongst ﬁ
then ~ had a very narrow escape at this "diving attack’, The loss in the /
S8 camp was .supposed to have heen heavy and of the (non-Jewish) prisoners in . .
A neizhboring camp, 30 were killed, G,v.T,) :

o our first months in Jergen-lelsen nothing was heard of our exchange
to ralestine, therefore, only few still “elieved that it would ever -take
places I was one of the few optinists,

Roll eall on a rainy Jay: We stond in rank on the roll call square walting
for Fritz and feinz whe, once again, will Arive us to our work. They arrive
accomanied by the-Ober croup leader Luebde, who is in charge of the records,
Suddenly, instead of the expected ordefi"im Gléichschritt, March": we are . -
told ~11 perscas with Palestine certificates step out", Fuzzled about 100
dersons step out of their rank y vhile the others go to work, (NMote: This

is not auite rirht, nohody went to work, 41l 4,000 beins made to witmess the
callin: vp of the few hundred nanes, G4v.T%) Then the names of 320 people
are called, everyons of us waits there in suspense, Finally, almost at the

ert, our names are called teo, Wext day, during lunch time, the procedure

is repeated, Again Hes are called, but while there were 320 yesterday,

ther: are only 270 today, and we are not among thems Great disappointment
reirms amony those who were omitted, I hurry hack to work, my wife remains
with the cryins children, Eva, who is not yet 14 years old tries to convince -
iy wife to apnroach the conmandart and ask him why our names were taken from -
the list, It is not so easy to just talk to the "Alnichty", Finally the '
Jewish elder asks the commanlant whethar he would be willing to listen to .
the barrack leader Maing who woul? like tn submit a requesty The commandant ) R -
is willinz: to receive her and he informs my wife that yesterday the reserve _ : :
list was called tozether with the main transport list, but that for the
moment oxly the 275 persons of the main transport would be considered, There
is a chance for vs, however, to be included if the transport should be en-
larzed or if wersons of the main 1list wounld “e prevented from leaving Ffor
reasons of sickness, etc, The commandant notes our names and pronises to
rememder my wife anf her family. The next day she is called to the Kom-
mandantur, and asked to furnish personal data, and is questioned about her
connections in Ealestine. Fothing further happens. The 275 persons who
-were selected for the exchanze to Palesbine are brouzht to a barrach whick

is strietly separated from our camp, In a "doice far niente! they await
;he day of their devarture which is tentatively scheduled for the middle of
faye-- Lo - e

.

I; our camp, there are endless discussions on the exchange prospects: évgn{ o
the faod subgect-;s pushed in the backsround, »ut most people are skeptical,
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Even now they cannot believe that an exehange will actually tfake place;
they simply susnpect the transfer to another. camp, Thus pass weeks of the
same dreary life, I ~m serving nmy prison térm because of the shorts in- .
cident I mentioned “efore. On the second day of my stay in prison, a Sun- . — T
Cay afternoon, when I was just sewing a new Jewish star on my sweater, I ' ’
heard woices from the luscase room situdted next to ny cell, The luggage
of those selected for exchanse is taken out, They are now only 222, about
50 were taken off thaz 1ist and returned to the general camp, I anm terribly
uwrset Yecause I am sure that the fact I am sitting in jail will prevent me
fron leavinz, In the whrkshop, I am told that the transport will leave the
rext fay, I camnot see my wife, On the day scheduled for the departure,
the transnort is postponed. for unknown reasons for an indefinite period of
time, Bverybody returns to our canp, and. must zo to work again, They are
terridly disapnointed, The pessimist triumphs, Nobody believes in the
exchanve, We talk food aznin and 120 ‘on ripping shoes. Thus the month of
Juné goes by, ) I3

H
Meanwhile I an transferred from the shoework shop to the Judenrat (Jewlsh
Council) where 'a man is needed for work ot the Kommandantur, i.e, a case
worker for antionality protlems, and card files, It is routine work, but
at least I hear an’ gee somethins new, The employees of the Kommandantur &
are reserved but "correct", Little is spoken outside of the work, but in
the room next to my office is radlo and we are delighted to hear the offi- -
cial German communinue and the first reports on the Allied landing in Yor-
2ys We also see German naners, Jetween the lines we read that the land-
was successful, Zack in the camp, I am besieged by reauests for informe— -
~tion, because officinlly we do not ~et any newspapers or news of any kind,

In the afterncon of June 29th, while I am sitting in the Judenrats! office,
% uncommissisoned officer of the eantin appears and asks for the "statements
of accounts of all 222 people who are to be exchansed to Palestine, The %
list must be rendy by tomorrow, An lour later, the officer returns informing

me that he needs the list right avay, While I am certain that they will

leave now, the wessinists think that Bermans only want to -steal the noney.,

The next morning at 6:00, Ober sroup Lender Luebbe of the Palestine people
aAppears, orders them to pack their belonzings and get ready for the luggage
inspection, ¥ow the matter is seriouséb I an thinking hard, trying to

firure out what could be cone in order to be included, in the transport,

The prospects ar: Had indeed, "40 persons were crossed from the transport

1ist but they still Ao not take anyboiy from the reserve list. At the Sug~
cestion of Over “roup lender Luedbbe whom I consuls regarding this matter, .

ay wife decided to approach the Konmandant again, Meanwhile there is an

air raid alarm and ve are not allowed to leave our barracks, New difficul~

ties. I an sitti in the office of the Judenrat before my card files, )
rackirs ny brains, My wife does not find an opportunity,to.speak to the

wnt, It is 11100 A,M,; the Palestine people are packing, and their

coage is all ready =nd inspected, Sucddenly I start up, my namé vas

1led, The Jewish elder precipitously enters the room shouting; "Mainz, =

inz mack your things, report to the Kommandant, you are leaving", — T —- e n
hardly sa c00d-by, Aané run as fast as I can %o the barrack in froat of which - - -
the lucgace of those who are to leave is controlled on long tables, 'The T
Xonmardant is standing in the midgt of sult cases and bundles, I approach

him, pale with excitement, "You are leaving with this transport, your - B
‘wife has been informed, pack your things, and “e back here within ten minutes,t- .-
I rush to my “arrack vhere I am surrounded by my comrades, and questioned, o
but I hive no time, "I tear my blankets from the be§;'stuff my clothes, . -
.shoes, underwear and toilet articles inte my suitcase and rueksack, say £ood. -
by to my friends |, , - Who give rie ‘a lot-of messages which I-am to dew~
liver if I should resch freedom, Heavily packed and breathing hard, I rush:

iy
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back to the meetin~ place. I could have taken my time, "Mainz, you longz
Jesus, you will help with the lucirase inspection', shouts Ober aroup

leader LuebYe, I can hardly embrace my wife and children, who pale and
excited have nlso arrived at the meeting place, Iveryhody congratulates us,
people are 71-d that we are the lucky ones to replace four persons who at
the last minute wers unable to leavea,

I dras suiteases to the inspection tables, then empty them, because every-

thint is thoroughly searched Yy the SS mer, . They look mostly for written-

nmaterial, such as notes, letters, etc, Heaps of paper are already on the

tables and on the floor, They fear that we might have made some notes

of nilitary seerets. We are not perniited to take any piece of paper along,

Bvery piece of clothingz, every bnx is beins searched thoroughly; medicines

anc. soap powder awedaken away fron us; nedicines _are badly needed -in Germany74fw‘j;‘*%‘
an?® the soap powder hoxes nirht conceal somethins, I work hard because old {

ant. weak people will leave with us, ani they ecannot carry their Iuzzage thHem / )
selves, The sun shines hrishtly and warm, she has come out today to bid us -
farewells At 12100 afm, our comrades return from work, Meanwhile the neet-
int place has been closed by two rows of cuards, and I have creat difficul-
ties to say sood-by to ny sister and brother who unfortunately cannot-come
with us, Silently we shnke hands throuzh the barbed wire, which separates
the place from the street that leads to the barracks; I try to embrace ny
sister, hut the gaps in the fence are not bi.: enough., Luebbe's voice orders
me hack. R

I 0 on Araacin- volises, I unpack and repack, mostly junk, old pieces of
clothing~, broken comds, worn out shoes, prayer books and prayer shawls,
empty bottles, shawls, Moxes, ete, The aroup leader and also the officers
are in a racious farewell nood, there is rplatively little shouting and
yelling, R - :

For the 1~st time, we are served turnips andpotatoes which I swallow with
fond apnetite, like 1lwnys, iy chiliren-and irife are too excitéd to eat
and cive ne their food, Af 12:30 our conrades-have to 0 back to worlk, .and
the loas colunn marches “y near the barbed wire fence, there are cordial
farewell grectines and supnrressed cheers, which"the S8 suards immediately
break up, .

4t 2:00 . .4, women nné chiliren, vhose luqyase was already inspected, are
led to the 8§ paragze at the entrance of the camp, which today will serve as
A waltine roon for the travellers, as well as the office where they will Ye
searched. I s$ill help with the lugmnze revision which seens endless,

iz trucks arrive on which the lumaage is to be loadeds, Bvery individual L
is pernitted to take 40 ka (about 100 pounds), At 8:00 F,il. we are finally
throush with the search anc th= unloading, I am completely exhausted, bdut

ny job is so ;sreat that I do not really feel it, I am terribly dirty and

in an unguardeq sonent, I sneak back to my harrack to wash nyself for the .
1ast time in our washroon, My harrack innates lend me- their toilet articles, ‘
ant they 2lso help ne get rid of all that dirt, Dack at the neeting place,
I =n ordered to put ~ll the papers on a big heap and set it afire. We take

our places in rows .of five and acclained by-those “ho now return fron work, .
narch to the 8§ farase, where our families are vaitings We shall be kept
apart until we are searched, . Our wives hnve already complieﬁvﬁith this -
Procedure, this time they were searched by female Hazis. They watch us

- fron the'distance. I must empty 211 ny pockets, ‘take off my vest and coat,
one of ny comrades had to bake his shoes off. Everything is thoro shly ek
amined. Every plede of paper with the exceptinn of official documents is

v
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taken away, An old man who had Put on-two sults must undress completely
an” the group lenders take ~ pleasure in ordering hin to put on the worst
pieces, In front of the barrack is the cashier. .After the bodily search
(Leivesvisitation) we have to present ourselves at the eashier's table and
each of us receives his canteen account, a maximunm of RM 100 per person,

‘It is getting dnrk. The sick and.the weak are lyinz in the dusk of the
garage on the stone floor, Heaps of Cormiss Yreads .are hrought in and there
are runors that every trnveller will receive an entire komnissbread, 1/2
pound of margarine and thnt there will Do o 1 Xg can of liverwurst for five
persons,  The atmosphere is tense, we are waiting, Meanvhile, we are seated
in the s @ in front of the varrack, It is a clear sunner night{ the stars
are glittering, A ~usrd is snealcin, 'nrouni.us; his gun at his sicde, Sud—r_
denly fron the darkness energes the ~iant Tifure oF the Kommandant, With
the look of = master, he exanines us nnd then sudfenly aldresses my wife;
You w~ly woman, y~u are certainly ,lad to zo away?y We jump to our f&ety
stand risidly, "I have chosen you! the Zommandant continues, "because you
hove always done your Juty, and beeause you also worked dilicently for
others", Turnins to me he says"I have known you less™ (Thank God, 1 think
if he should remem“er the menls shorts now) "but I have seen nore of your
wife', Towildered, I rmtter something lhat sounds like thanks, and am nlad
that the "Almichty" turns to snother zroup. We are called again into the
harrack and are siven instructions for the trip, Dr. Taudes is appointed
transport leader anc.six car leaders are chosen for the trip to Vienna, I an
one of tiem and an in charge of 40 persons, Finaldy the food supplies are
distributed, in unhelievable abundance; every traveller receives an entire
konmisstread, half a pound of maraarine and 1/5 Xg of liverwurst, This is
the climax, and there is really =n atmosphere of joy. I have difficulties

in preventing my preteges to start eating immediately, ) LT

3

It is 1:00 7.¥, nows In two hours we shall march to the freight yard, Jergen
situnted at « twe hours dlstarce,<while the siclk and wealk, shill be brought
there on trucks to~ether with the iﬁggage; I obtain permission to put my =
children on -the trucks because they have no shoes left to walk such a long
Qistrnce, The weople of my croup are seated dog; tired on the floor of the )
barrack or outloors. I draw up tha“lists for the accommodation of the travel-
lers in the cars. Finally .I fall down on the foot- honrd of a truck and fall
asleep, 1 wake up when the enzine of a hewy tractor is started and nmakes

1 terzivle noise in the hall, It is almost 3:00 P,M, Togcether with the other
group leaders, I rush to ~et ~ur men ready for the march in rows of five, '

Today therc are no errors in the ceuntinm,  Ober group leader Luebhe equipped

with o mis flashlisht, hends the “roupe The garage ate opens and slowly,
- nlmost hesitantly the colunn starts movinm. It is:still dark; the chimney
of the crematorium (Kesselhaus) rises black to the star-slittered sky. We
PAss the Mnath house. Po our ri~ht the barrack of the Xommandantur stands
out noninst the skyline, After a few hurried steps we stop; we try to see .
what is in front of us, Suddenly, a vhite-black dar rises over our heads, -
ng 1f moved Hy ~ mazid hand., It is the semaphore which separates the camp -
from the outer werls, We are wallin: through it, ny knees are shaking and
I feel my wife's hand in mine., At the suard house stands Ober mrouple der -
‘feinz.  Fis glassy crininal eyes view us sullenly for the last time, -I turn -
ARy, and silently press my wife's hand, We understand each other, An
order is iven, the harded wire 2ate closes behind us, We are free.

-

quotation from Helmith Mainz's report)
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Report concerning the German—
Palestininn Exchanse Transport - July 1944,

This transport consisted of 282 mersons, Of those 221 came from
the Jewish Camp Vesterbork in Jolland, viz "iufeathaltslaser® dergen-
Zelsen near Célle (Fannover), and 61 from Vitel (France), The Jews from
Vitel ~nly joined the transport in Vienna, and the following detnils
e¢omeern the Holland transport only, as we Ao not possess she figzures for
the Vitel sroup, : ' ’

0f the 321 people mentinned above are:

rien 73
women 7 i - _]ﬂ"—‘"iv - _"3_1 - T o :" - 77 - "'"’7*7"'% o
Ace: 0 - 10 years 19 ) L /
’ 11 - 20 u 24 . ! -
) 21 - 30 21 = )
31 -~ 40 n .- 14
41 - B0 0 33 ‘ v #
51 - 60 L 50 ’
61 - 70 i 50
71 - 80 i 8
over 80 - ! 2 221
Natinnality: Dutch . 99 -
Stateless (former
German) . 77 : B S
TFalestinidn 4 to : B <
sundry nationalities ' : .
: (former Folish etc.) 41 221

In the mifdle of Awril lQé%:aHout 1100 Jews cut of the total
Jewish populatisn in ercea-‘elsen were in the possession of papers,
entitlin~ them to German-Palestinian exchanse or to entry into Pales—
tine, ey all had arrived from Hesterbork in Jlergen~3elsen in 5 trans-
vorts between 1lth Janunry and 6%h April 1944,

On the 25th of April the total Jewish population of 3ergen— -
“elser was concentrated in the open space of the camp where the roll-
calls used to take place, The names of about 275 candidates for the
ralestinian exchan e were callad, These 275 people were within a )
coarter of an hour serre/mted fron the rest of the population, and .
~ut into sevarate barraclks, divided from the rzst of the camp by dharbed
wire, From this day onwards this croup was exempted from work, eX-
cept the usurl “omestic work, ’

Five weeks later, at the end of May, they were-told that the
transrort ‘was supposed to lenve on the 1st of June, On the same day -
50 candidates were rojected and sent Hack immediately to the Zenéral =
camp. - Neither the reason for the reductinn nor for the selection of.
the rejected were known to the ;[rovps  As a matter of fact this: =

- helfs ~nod T=rarding the selection of the group generally. . -

On the 3lst of May, safter all lusenee had -been packed and
welshed, the ~roup was suddenly told that the " transnort had to be
delayed ih&efinitely}» N¥n'reasnns for.this decision were. given,’
About ten Aays later the Sroup was re-transferred t6 the zeneral
. barrack, with the order %o keep the luzgnde ready for eventual sudden -
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- deoarture, Three days later the complete sroup was a:ain called upon

to work in the usunl way, exactly like the rest.-of the camp inhabitants.
Suddenly, on the 29th of June, the zroup was told that the departure

woull take place within 24 hours, The luainte was again veizhed and closely.
examine”, The aroun was séaresmted from the rest, and left the camp during
the nicht from 29 to 30 June.

They travelled from Celle via Fulda-Fuerzburg-Nuremberg to Vienna,
where they arrived the morning of Saturday, the lst of July, The train
from Celle tc Vienna consisted of 2nd and 3rd class compartments and had
neither sleepin:: nor dining accommodation, Sufficient food however, had
been distrihuted in Celle, Arrived in Vienna, the people were driven in
cars tn an Asylum (Obdachlosenheim), where they stayed until the next day,
The sleepins accommodatinn was serupulously clean and the food sufficient.

The transport from Celle to Istanbul was accompanied by German
officials as well as two German Red Cross nurses. An official of the '
Swiss Zmbassy likewise accompanied the transport from Vienna to Istanbul,

After Vienna the trnin consisted of sleepins accommodation for B &
about 30 111 an’/or ellerly people. The sanitary arrancements in this
train were poor., The rrute taken from Vienna was: 3udapest, elorade,
Sofia, Istarbul,

In the morning: of the 6th of July the transport arrived in Istanbul
spent the whole Aday on =~ steamer and left arain at night, The arrancements
made Wy the Jewish orjanizations as remards food accommodation and a chance
for sishtseein;: were n mirahle and creatly anpreciated after the many crowd-
et anld tiring days in the train, Unfortunately we had to leave behind in
Istanbul one weman whn had heen in a seridus condition from the bezinning.

The train from Istanbul consisted of 5-1st and 2nd class cars, 4
sleenine cars for sick and elderly people ~fiyl two dininz cars, This pafs ) .
of the trip was in every way more comfortablé than the heginning of the - &
Jjourney, thanks mainly to the hetter mccomnodatlon, hetter sanitary
arranzements and hetter service, .
A transport leader assisted by a commission, all chosen from =amongst
the menbers of the transmort, were -responsible for all technical and other
questions during the whole trip. Moreover two Jewish doctors and four
nurses were entrusted with the care of the sick people. '

We are ;lad to say that durin~ the vhole trip no incidents what-
soever tonk place, and that particularly from Istanbul onwards the journey
was extremely confortable and in every way sat1sf10tory.

There only remnins- for us to exnress our sincere thanks to all
those-responsihle for the orranization of this trip and for the fenerous o
receantion civen to us. . b

Meyianckbes, the 8th of July, 19 14, (Signed) Dr. 1. Taubes,Transport leadeni
Mr. Z.G.Kaufmann, Secretary.

From Meydanekbes-nev train cnasisting of 1st and 2nd class cars, accompanied - -
Dy Palestinian Police, o
Stop for breakfast and supper NQAAePﬂO, Homs, Tripoli, Deyrouth, Arrival

. at iaifa the 10th of July at 5 o'clock Petls 3us to Athlit,. stay” at Athllt

- eamn till Thursday, the 13th of JuIV,“
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
140,

Ordinance accordin~ to which menagers (generally speaking Geim-
ans) may be appointed for Dutch firms and bHusinesses, Originally
such manacers were nﬂp01nted for buslnesses, the seat of which
had heen transferred abroad; soon this measure was extended to
firms, one or more manazers of whom were Jews, or which were un~
der preponderantly Jewish influeace, The new manager enters into
a1l the ri- \ts of the original managers, -

A number of shons voluntarily place 4 notice in their shop-windows:
"Jews not desired here",

A1l civil servents have to state whether they have any Jewish
arandparents, 2nd if so how many. "Soon after an anonymous pamphlet
appeared called "Almost too late, sharply attacking the offilcials
because by statins they had no Jewish acrandparents they played into
the hands of the Yazis, The author warns the Dutch people against
a repetition of such cooperation with the Germans.

Auz,/ A "commission of Coordination' is set up by both Jewish Religious

Sept.,

Sept,

¥ov,

|
@
[¢]

Communities in cooperatinn with some of the big organizations, as,
for instance, the Netherlands' Zincnist Organization and the Agudah,
The task of this Commission will “e to represent the Jewish Com-
munity in 2ll emergencies and problems iniconnection with the occu-
pation, N

Ivacuation of lorelgn Jews (not the Polisﬂ}gpws). from the coaétal
region, . : . - -

A fine is imposed upon the Jewish Community of The Hague on
account of 3ritish pilots having “een hidden in that placs,

Definitinn of "Jew" — VA person is consluered to be a Jew who

bas at least 3 Jewish grandparents and who, on 9,5,1940, was

a menver of a Jewish Congrezation, or who has 2 Jewish grandpar-
ents and is married to a Jew"., "A concern is considered as Jew-
ish if one owner is a Jew, i one of the pariners with joint and
several liability is a Jew, if one member of the 3oard of Direct-
ors is a Jew or if at least one— e—quarter of its capital is in’ Jew-:
ish hands, M

4n organization of Aryan diamond manufacturers is founded., The
"Allemeere Tederlandsche Dlanantbewerkers Wond" is forced to
employ 50% Aryans.

All Jewish offiqials are dismissed and put on "penéipn pay',




Jan.  Regulation dated 8,1.41: Jews are forbidden to enter ei

Fe

+ Prof, van Dam, acting Minister of

Mar, 3y ora

Apr.
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S 1941

nemas,
- having repeatedly caused disturdances. .

It is forbidden tn erploy persons of German nationality or of-
blood of the same racial affinity for work in a family of which
2 Jew is the head or of which n Jew has been a member for more

than four weeks successively, Dutch personnel is not included-
in this regulation, ' '

Zducation, announces that the -
interists of future Jewish student

s will have for the present
to he sacrificed to those Who are :

already registered as students,
"Fon-registered Jewigh students are allowed to sit for their exXAmni-

nations anly with the permission of the Department of Education,

PrSvocatioh by ¥azis in Jewish quarter, smashing of shops etc,
free fizhts; pocroms resisted Wy Jews and non-Jews; during these
fizhts one Dutch Vazi killed an® several wounded; theréupon firsf

raid by German S+8., 200 young Jews arrested, ill-treated, then
sent to Mauthausen,

Formation of "Joodsche Raad"  (Jewish Council), the joint presidents
of which, Frof, Dr. Davia Cohen an’ Abrabam Asscher, to serve in
future as revresentatives of Jewry in Holland in all dealinss with
the Germaas, Coordination Commission elimihated, althouzh offi-
cinlly ligui“nted -only much later, . ’

er of the newly appointed Mayors of Hiléersum ard Haarlem,
Jews are forbidden to enter hote}s,'restaurants and bathing
estadlishments in those towns, - '

Persons with 3 or 4 Jewish grandparents have to notify this fact
throush the Jewish Communities, A Jewish grandparent is any
person wao has been a member of a Jewish Religious Community,
Persons with 2 Jewish crandparents who are married to s Jew or
2re memders of a Jewigh Relirious Community must register as Jews,

Jews have to surrerder their radio sets,

As from 1.5,41 Jews Are no more admitted to the Amsterdam Stock
Zxchaae,
4s from 1,5,41 Jews in the free professions:
“entists, Aispensers (i.e, all free nrofessin
fessional oath) ars =llowed to
help, advice and treatnent),

doctors, lawyers,
ns requiring a pro-
practise on or -for Jews only (for

4s fronm 15.5,41 Jews are dismissed from all orchestras, Forms-

tion of-Jewisp orchestra, permitted to perform only music com- -
Posed by Jews for Jews only, o )

In Zaandam it is fordia
$0 establish themselves

within the municipal ared,

Raid “in Amsterdam South, mainly on Germar Jews,because of a
bomb outraze in one of the streets there, inhabited mostly by
Jews from Germany, 300 Youns Jews @lso many Dutch) arrested
-and sent to Mduthauvsen, E B o T

den for Jews to enter pudlic places, also.

:
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This ordinance comes into force'dsrfrom Jaﬁuary 1, 1942. K
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Ordinance eoming into force as from 4,6,41;

Forbidden. for Jews: - B -t

() publicly tn “athe in sea, beach and swimmin,: establishments

and. in covered bathin~ establishments:

() to enter public gardens and localities, tn rent rooms in
puhlic hotels ana lodiing establishments, in sea and health
resorts and similar places (Kurorte),

(¢) t attend reaces as spectators,

The Chief of the Press Derartment declares that the press in
“ollané will snnn have no more Jewish editors ete,

Attack on synagorue in The Hamues ) ' ) ' ) ’ B

Jews who have not yat reéistered must dn so before 15,8,41 undéf
penalty of heins sent to a labour camp,

First Lippman~Resenthal Ordinance reparding
Jewish nroperty. (See ~eneral renort),

&

the confiseation of

As from 1,9,41 nn Jewish teachers nor Jewish pupils are allowed
in any educational institutions except a limited number of stu~
dents at the Universities, Also, lessons of any kind ziven by

Jews to Aryans and vice versa are forbidden, Jews are allowed .
tn establish their own schools,

In the niht of 13th-14th Septemher 95 persons are deported
from Znschede tn Mauthausen, In connection therewith a Jews! - T e
hunt is started in the eadtern rrovinces of Holland, ) . o

Jews prohibited from showihé themselves in any pudblic Place,
This includes: ~arks, cafes,;*restaurants or railvay stations,
railway ining ears anc sleepers, theatres, cinemas, sports
fields, health resorts, hathing establishments (excent those
specially for Jews, auctions and stock exchanges,

from the Official Gazette (Terordeninsen Hlad) 25,10,1941,
1. The earryins on hy Jews of work as a trade or profession ean
be made dependent on their obtaining a license or on spe-

cifien e néitiong, or it ecan e vholly interdicted,
2, An ermloyer nay terminate a contract with a Jew by 3 months!
. notice as from the first day of any month even if the con-
tract would in itself, lemally or by mutual consent, have
lansed an any “ay after the 31st January, 1942. -
3. It is fordidden Tor non-Jews to do any work in families of _
which 2 Jew is the head ~r of which a-Jew is a member perm—
anently or temporarily (more than 4 successive weeks), In
€ase of contravention the Jew will he punished, Sl
441t is forbidden for Jews to-establish an association of. per—-
" sons without economic aim, or to bYe a member of such assocla~" .. -
tion. The same holds 00d for trust funds unless they are o
specially established for Jews or Jews are the only persons. . -~
to Denefit from them, ’ : T o

-~

-

Jewish markets established in Gaapstraat, Joubertstraat and

Waterlooplein in Amsterdam; they are open to Jews only, the-
other markets Yeing forbidden to. them, S "




Hov. I, Every person livin, in Molland above 14

ceives an identification card,

The ifentificntion cnrds of Jews are marked with a lérge
black "J¥,

After 1,1,1942 every merson is forced to always carry this
i“entification paper. )

years of age re-
2

3.
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Jan, Zaandam the first town in Holland to be made "Judenrein®, The

[

-afterwards,

Dutch Jews must move to Anmsterdam; the German Jews are brought
to Westerbork,

411 unemployed Jews will be put to work in lahour canps after
medical examination. Iy cancelling hawkers! licenaes and by forced
dismissals thousands have, on short notice; been rendered unemploy-
ed. Age-limit orizinally 40 years - Very soon not adhered to, :
(See general report).

Streets named after livinz memhers of the Royal House or after.

Jevs are re-named,

);
Mixed marriages are forbidden, Those who have the hans already’
pudlished are not allowed to go on with the marriaze. Sexual
intercourse Yetween Jews and non-Jews is punishable, the Jewish
partner settin. the heavier punishment, .
(Published in the Jewish weskly paper only)-

Jews not allowed to use taxis,

Regulation dated 30,4,1942 intracuces the yellow star,.
Par, 1, 1, A Jew, vhexn prearing in public must wear a Jews! star
(Yellow adze). - -
2. A Jew, in the meanins of this regsulation, is anyone -de~
fined as Jew or considered to be a Jew under Par, 4 of
Regulatinn Foa189/40 regarding registration of business
Tirms. Children under six are exempted from the identi-
fication, . - '
Ss The Jews' star Ts a sixpointed star, printed in black on-
o Yellow textile, the size of the malm of the hand, with
the inscription "Jood" printed in black, The star must
be worn visibly an¢ solidly fixed to the clothinz on the
left hand side at “reasts! height.
4. Jews are not permitted to wear si,ms of rank or honour
or any other insignia, .

Farsy 2. He who contravenes or evades the »rovisions of Par, I is-

liadble - insofar as no heavier punishnent has been provided

for in other resulations - to imprisonmént of not more than

six moanths and a fine of not more than 1000 florins or to

either of these punishments.. The same' punishment is .applic- -
. able te him who aids or abets or makes arrangements. for

the evasion of these provisions, ) R

2. The vrovisions in regard to the Security Police remain

in force, - ' ’

Par, 3. Thase Police Regulatinns come ints force 3 days after theip, 
promulzation, T .

“If a Jew is punished YW oA Gburt of Justice yith imprisonment of

more than gix weeks, he is automatically déported to Mauthausen

Strinzent economic measures practically confiscating.all Jewish °

property and restricting the income of a Jewish family to F14250"

a month {Decree dated 3,5,1942 signed by ths Bykscommigsaris
Seyss-Inguart) for the Occupled FYetherlands Territory,) ..~ - .- -

(Frinted in all Dutch Qaily péﬁers of130.4.1942)'?'if,;;”:




Decree dated 23,5,1942 in resmect of the Treatment of Jewish Assets,

Clains of any kind rust be notified in writin~ to. the banking firm of : : T o 7
Lippmam-Rosenthal & Co,, Amsterdam, if at the time at vhich this rezu- : :
lation comes into operation, or at any time thereafter, these claims i
helon~: wholly or in part, whether lesally or economically to a person

who is a Jew, or considered a Jew within the meanﬁing of the provisions

of "Art. < of Remulation Ho, 189/1940 rezardin. registration of business
firns, o

The above provisions nre not wpplicabie to claims of a firm whiéhrhad

already had-to register under Resulation No.189/40. :

The registration of clains existing at the moment at which this refu~
l~tion comes into operation shall be ‘effected not later than. 30th June; - £
1842, Claims arisin: after the comin:; into operation of this Tesula~ s .
tion, or the arisins of which comes at a later date to the knowledge .
of the nersnn who nmust register, shall %e notified within one week,

Cash, securities, ecte, of over-fl, 250 must be handed over;—

Assets of 2 total value exceedins 1, 250 which were not liahle so far
must he paid in, “eposited or transferred without delay not later than
30th June, 1942 in accor/ance with the provisicns of Art, 1 of repulation
Jo, 148/1941. This resulation does not apply if the total value of cash,

" cheques, securities, hanit halances and deposits to which the memhers of
one household are entitled at the monent on which this regulation comes
into force coes not exceed two hundred fifty florins. - .
Claims anc other rishts to which the: memhers of one household are en- B
titled may be renlized up to a total of two hundred and fifty florins :
Per nonth, e )

- —r
g
M

Art treasures etc. must be hanced OQer:

Collections of all sorts of objects of art, and all objests of gold,
platina, silver, slsn Jjewellery, pearls And precious stones, cut or unws
cut, must We hanfed over to Messrs, Lippmann, Rosenthal & Co., bankers,

if they %elon~ lesally or econonically to one of the persons anumerated
in Je¢. 1,

Excepted are:
1, Versonnl weddin~ rings or those of a deceased spouse,
2. Silver wrist or pocket watches in personal use, - B Lo L
3. Used cutlery, it “ein: understood that each member .of the household [ . o
of the owner keens four pieces, viz, knife, fork, spoor and dessert -~ :
spoon,
4. Dental fillinas of precious metal in personal use,

The handins over -must tale place without delay, not later than 30th June, |
1942, If the /0ods are acquired 4% a later date, they must be handed -over -

without “elay, within a week of their acquisition., Each person mist zive

full and true information in reply. t0 any enquiry made hy Messrs, Lippmann

Bosenthnl & Co. in the course of the exercise of thsir functions under this R
reculation or resulation No,148/l941. Jooks, proofs or other documents must - S
be ‘elivered at the request of the Mankers, If horses; vehicles or vessels =~ *
helon;: legallonr economically to any parson mentiondd in this regulation .
they must e registered in writin~ with the "Centralstelle fuer Juedische:
Auswanderung"‘at Ansterdam, not later than 30th-June, 1942, B .

He who contravenes or evades the provisions of this regulation or who - =
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intentionally withholds from registration assets falling under this
regulation or under regulation No, 148/41 will be punished with im-
- prisonment of not more than 5 years and an unlimited fine or either
of these punishments., If the contravention took place as a result
of negligzence, imprisonment of not more than one year or a fine of
mot more than one hundred thousand florins may be imposed,

The recsulations contained in this nrdinance come into force as from
May 23rd, 1942,

June

Decree dated 30,5,1942 issued by S.S.Gruppenleiter Rauter in his
capacity as Comnissaris—General of “ublie Security for Occupied
Netherlands Territory, Under Art. 45 of the regulation Wo.138/1941
the following Repulatisn in respect of Limitation of the Freedon

of Movement has appeared: - ’

Art, le Jevs nust remnin infonrs in their dwellinss »étween the A

hours 20 - 6,
Art. 2. Jews may not e vresent in dwellings, sardens or other
Private institutions for health or recreation helonging
t0 non-Jews, unless their nresence is required under exist—
in~ enntracts of lease or enployment,
Jews with a non-Jewish spouse are exempted from this pro-
vigion, )
4rt. 3, (1) Jews may .euter shops, which are not marked as Jewish-
firms, only “etween 15 -~ 17 heurs. Dispensing chemists
are not exempted, - -
(3) ¥» znnds a2y e delivered to the house of a Jew,
(3) This rezulation dnes not interfere with any special
provisions taken orto he taken by -the revresentative
. (Gevolmacatizde) of the Rijkscommissaris for the.City
of Amsterdam, - .- ’
Art. 4. Jews are not wllowed to ener haircressers and other Shope
and quasi-nediecal institutions ar use the services thereof
if these shops nr institutinmns are not labelled "Jewish®,
Reference is mace to Para,3-of the instructions of the Commis—
sioner of State for Occupied Netherlands Territory regarding
regulation Nn.198/41 in respect of the carrying on of a
professi~n by Jews, “ated 30.6/1942.
Art, 5, (1) Jews are neot allow=d to enter railway stations nor use
nublic or nrivate means of transport,
(2) Exemrted are: :
1, The use of ferries. '
2. Cyding within the berouch of Amsterdam,
3. The use of special cycles for transport of zoods for « -
business nurposes, insofar as they nay carry on '
" business, - o :
4. The transport of serious patients in an amdulance and
the transport of invali’s in special vehicles, )
8. The use of tovn transport by the holder of a special
license issued by the Security Police on the recommen~
dation of the Netherlands Armament Inspection,
6. The use of rail'ays with a travel permit issued by
the Security Pnlice, . - L -
7. The use of means of transport by holders of a travel
Pernit issued by the "CentralstelYe fuer Juedische
- - AuswanderungM,’ ’ :

8. Jews who are entitled in these cases t0 ugs. public

Aeans of transnort nust. take their -seats in the low—:

. -<8st class (smokinf). They may enter and take a seat. -

&




June

only if there is sufficient roam for non-Jewish
travellers,
Art, 6, Jews are not allcowed to use public telephones,

Art. 7, Jews in the meanfing of this regulation is anyone who is

-A Jew ar considered a Jew under Art, 4 of Regulation
Ne,189/1940 rexarding registration of business firns,

Art. 8, Frovisinnsfor the carryins out of these regulations and
further exemptirns ta the provisisng 1 -6 will be pub-
lished in the Jewish weekly journal ("Joodsche Weekhlad!),

Art. 9. Anyrne contravening or ‘evaling the =rovisions of Art,1-6
will be punished - insnfar as no heavier punishment is
“rovided for under othar »rovisions -~ with imprisonment
of not more than six months and a fine of not tore than
one thausand florins or either of these punishments, The
same punishment apolies to anyone aiding or abetting or
assisting in the evasion of these provisions, Measures
t» be taken by the Security rolicy remain unaffected, :

Art,10s Tais regulation comes into force nn the day of wromulgationj

Zeonomic measures excluding Jews from mapy »rofessions,

Instruction “ated 30,6.1942 from the Rijkscommissaris for Naether—
lands Occuried Territory re Zrohibition of the Bxercise of Various =
frofessions by Jews,

Under Art, 2 nof Regulatinn 0,198/ 41 regarding restrictions on the
exercise of various professions by Jews I hereby decree:-’

Art.1, Jews are not nllowsd to work As auction master, pawnbroker,
employnent agent for labour or professional Jjobs, financial
and tax adviser, drugaists, marriage bdbroker or gmide to
foreigners. . . ’ :

ATt.2, Jews are nnt allowzd  to work as accountant, in the field of . -
denoninatisnal education or in the pAra-therapeutical pro-
fessions unless the work he rerformed on behalf of Jews only,
Para-theraseutical profession in the sense of the nrevious
sectlion means the prafedgsion of teacher of hygienic -gym-
nastics, of'natural‘heqlgr, oculist, chiropodist (manicure
2ad medicure), trussmaker, masseur, beauty specialist and
hairiresser, P ' )

Art,3. (1) Jews are not allowed to %e havkers apart from the trade

. in 017 metals, racs an? waste,

(2) In the aren of Amsterdam or in certain parts thereof
Jews may he exemwted from the restrictions of the first
sectisn at the reanest of the renresentative of the
Riikscommissaris for the Municirality of Amsterdam,
Fees are payable for the exenption, : .

irt. 4.Work in the meaning of Articles 1 and 2 anc. work for which
no exemntion under Art.3 exists 6r is obtained may be carried
on till the 31st July, 1942, insofar.as this be done under

2 contract existiang at the time this regulation comes into. . L

farce, . . - -
Art.5. (1) Jev in the meaning of this instruction is anyone who is
a Jew or censidered a Jew under Art,4 of Regulation No.
189/1940 regarding the registration of business firms,

(2) Acts in contravention of the provisions of. these instiue= -

“tions will %e punished in accordance with punishments
1ai? “awn in Art.6 of Regulation No.138/1941 regarding

_bublle Security as amen’ed by Regulation No,182/1941, .
orce od the day of their prow . :

Art.6. These instructisns come into £
mulzation, - - -
’ The ‘Hague, 30th June, 1942.

RN

i
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For the Rijkscommlssaris of’Netherlanis Occupied
Territory, Dr., Hans Fisehboeck, Commissioner
General for Financial and Zconomic Affairg,

On July 15th first transport of Jews from Holland, (In %he
beginning it was assertsd that only young Jews would be gent
to Germany for work in special camps; it soon appeared that
Jews were sent indiscriminately to Poland) (See meneral rerort)

In Amsterdam Jews have tn zive wp their bdieycles, A number of
licenses for bicycles is still -ranted to persons who, accord-
inz to §,S,! opinion, are in meed of s bicyble for the proper
functinning of the Jewish Community, 3icycles belonging to
Jews in the »rovinces had already been confiscated a few months
A0, -

Age limit for. labour camps nfficially raised to 60 years,

On 11,7,42 a1l the Dutch Churches (Protestant ani Catholiq) send
a cable tn Seyss—Inguart to protest against the “evortations,

2 special nlea heing made for baptized Jews. Copy of this cable
was sent to General Christiansen, the head of the military offi-
clals in Hollan?, and $~ two »f the leading S.S,officials (Ranter
an Schmit), - .

Three raids are made as a punitive measure, because only a small
percentaze have renorted for "Work in Germany" of those that
vere summoned, (See meneral remort on Deportation),

On October 3rd, all the Jews from the labour camps are sent te
Westerbork; their families are likewise deported to Westerbork,
01 that day Westerbork held the maximum number of inhabitants ~

of 17,000, (Seerqeneral report-dnd‘?eport an Westerbork).

Insurance companies must seand all their clients a questionnaire
Yo ascertain whether they are Jews in“the sense of Regulation
189/1940, ’




Jan., As from 1,1,1943 the dank of Lippriann~Rosenthal: makes no pay-

- ments to Jews any nore; they must et their money through the
- medium of the Jewish Council,

On 21,1.43 the whole Lunatic Asylum "Het Apeldornsche Josch!
is deported. The patients with part of the staff, together
over 1000 persons, are deported in cattle truck;.

Feby As a reprisal for an attenpt on the life of a German HeCoOffie
cer, ten residents of Haarlen are shot. Three Jews were anongst
then: Chief Rabbi Frank, Mr, Chapon and Mr, Drilsma,

All Christian Churches, at an-audience with Seyss~-Inquart grant-

ed at their reouest, protested against the fact that the German
adninistration undernines ths very foundations of the Dutch ng~
tlon, which Sevss-Inquart in his inaugural speech had explicitly
pronised to respect. ‘They quoted as instances:- . ;. S
1. The general Cisrerard of elementary ri-hts (arrest and im- ) .
prisonment without interrogation, deprivation of personal -
liberty throush Qetention in canps, ete,) ’
2, The treatment of Dersons of Jewish origin,
34 The imposing from above of national~socialist principles,
This nmeans an attack on the very foundations of our society: Just— -
ice, Charity and Mercy, Liberty which have their roots in Faith,
Seyss-Inquart refuted these protests, saying a,o0, that as regards

She Jews, there could be no question of mercy, at the very -hest
they might expect justice, : S

All founﬁlings are henceforth;deciared to be Jewish.,

e
-

Mar, On 3,3.43 the Yederlandsch Israelitisch Ziekenhuis (the largest
Jewish Hospital in folland) is raided most of the patients being
Yrought to Westerborlz, Fractieally the whole staff is left,

The patients from the "Jondsche Iavalide" taken to Westerbork,
Tho'staffuyartly deported to WVesterbork, partly to Vught (a,o,
" the head of the institution),

A% the recommendation of Hr, Frederikse, "Secretaris-Generasl van

binnenlandsche zaken", 2 homes are opened in larneveld for Jews

who will be allowed to 0 there as a reward for services rendered
the Dutch State,

An assurance in writing is given to these Jews

that they will not be "abgeschoben nach den Osten' (deported to

Zastern ZTurope) and that they will not %e put to wor™ outside . =

Hetherland.. They are nllowed to take all their possessions.  (See
. feneral rewort), . - i

Apr, On 10,4,43 the Jews from the
Drenthe, Overyssel, Gelder
are brought to Vugsht, (Se

provinces of Frieslénd, Greningen,
land, Limburg, Noord-Trabant and Zeeland -
e general report and renort on Vaght),

As from 23,4,43 it is forbidden for Jews to stay in therprovigces;;
" Utrecht, ¥orth and South Holland (excent Amsterdan), These Jews -
were brought.to Vusht, only a very linited number being pernitted.

to stay in their rlace of residence. (See geﬁéral report and re~ S
vort on Vught), - . - I T

. -




1243.
Aory Order for sterilization of persons living in mixed narriage, . .
: A few Jewlsh doctors found willing to collaborate in the steri-
- lization, (Ses general rewort),
May  Some 150 Jewish partners of nixed merriages who were temporarily

in Westerbork given the optinn between sterilization or depor- ) ¢
tation, Almost all chose sterilization but not all of them
were sterilized. (see ;ieneral report), :

On 22.5,43 the Jewish Council ordered to nake a list of 7000 of
its awe collaborators for deportation and to organize the mailing
of the deportation orders, ' ’

. - i
On 25/26 May, 1943, a larze raid takes place in Amsterdam Centrum,/
in which some 3000 persons are collected and seat to Westerbork,
This reic is said to Me a punitive measure hecause the Jewish
Council had failed to “eliver 7000 people from amongst its per-
soniel the day before., (See revort), ’ : :

June. On 20,6,1943 biz raid in South and Tast Amsterdam - 5000 persons
brought te Yesterbor'-. i -

Auz, In Avcust 1548 the "¥ederlandsch Isrnelitish Ziekenhuis" is’
emtisd for the third time and nov definitely closed. Most of
the patients an® some of the staff are brousht to Westerbork, The TS
rast of patients and staff are transferred to the building of

the''Joodsche Invalide!, . ’

Sept, O0n 22,9,43, the last Jews (abeut 5000) hrought from Amsterdam to
Vesterbork, Only the Forturjese Jews and those harried o non~
Jews renain free in the Fetheblands. At the same time the Jews
fron both Jewish Homes in Jarneveld (700) are transported to
Yesterbork, : )

.
autumn The "Joodsche Invalice! is now used for Aryan wonen affected
- with venereal cisease after having intercourse with soldiers,

At the arfer of the "Wehrmachi! (military) but against the wish . .
of the §.S5, they =re treated by Jewish doctors and nurses. At
the ent of 1943, this controversy between S.S. and ¥ehrmacht
is solved by leporting these Jewish doctors and nurses to Wester-

“ork,

Tov. 15,11,42 A1l Jews ales those married o non-Jews who ‘were in
Vught, a total of soms 1200 persnus, are denorted to Ioland, Oaly
2 few hunfred Jews working for the rhillins faetories in Tindhoven
renain in Vught, ’ ! : i

Restriction in Westervork regarding parcels; families are allowed
one 2 kz marcel in 4 weeks per member of the family; bachelors - -
are allowad cns 2 k: parcel once in 6 weeks, L : o
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ZNCLOSURES,
Jewish registratinag card (called "The Yellow Carar)
General ifentificating Paper (extract) showingz the tgn.,

Evening_permit.

Tran pernit,

"Ausnahnebescheinigunﬁ“.

"Start,
"T.RM Identification Card,
"Hea, v, Identification Card,

York identification card "Westerbork!,
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