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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

.Re: Vatice_.l Sbius 

. DATE April 2Q, 1944 

.A ne-,.:s -:_ t c.T! 1..·ri t!1 c.Ls t e ~.i:1c Stockholm, Apr:ilf9, reports that 
t~e Vat_ice.:1 has ~1)T0,!-'ased 21 coastr:..l steeJLers for tr~Sporting 
foJ2. f1·o;:; '}€::Lea f:o Home, s'.lch. .b'Jc:= t s to fly t:1P Vaticnn flr~g. 
I-~: 5 -~ n')t ztoterJ f:ror.1 ,._,~-:-::1 s~J.c:1 sh~.:9s were purchased, rut 
-~:!J~Jare?lt-:'.~,r the re·J·Jrt ceP!e from +.he German-control-:'.td ScanO.inc~vian 
'I'e:Ccgra.ph Eu.ree.u. . 

.. his item su,:;,·;€Pts certain interesting :O%db~. 1 ~ties of 
e.}'Y~Jrs.?c!lins the V::.tic0n fer }:e:!.p in t}-:P Fhi~J~·.:rin~: si tu_.q,tiOn, 

l. '"·ether o:~ not the news story referred to is· true./ "lt'le 
Ve.tica:: ~"J:::·obabl~.~ ;'oeE. l-:av-3 ::.:.. floet of ships. It may be })C·Ssible 
to :2'_,_g~-est t::> Vaticcn a"..ltl--:orit-ies \·;hat e fine gesture it "'0uld ~te 
.Ll' ~f.,. ":'·,.~~l.-·_2·1~":1 -:.· . .---e t:"· ~ .. ~;~:-:.: e>ne O!' jnore ships cnreJ.labJ.e for 
evtlCU-:~t~.•1g l,efi.if;ees; 

2. 'rl,_e:::e r.night 0.lso :-1e a ]JOs~i bili ty of using the VatJ.can 
£1..~::; 0~1 7c:1:i:~us otr_cr s!-·~-:<Ys o1:te~ira:·a for refugee ev-c .. cu.at~in~ a 
"Yir~"=;:::il'!_y short-cutt.i.ng tY:: s~fe cor.duct procedure. 
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Mr• Pehle 

Kr. i't'ledlwa 

A news ltea wtth date line Stockholm, Ap~lll9• reports that 
the faUcaa has p11l"ohase4 21 coastal stea~~~e~s tor transporttq 
food from Genoa to Bome, such boats to fly the VAtican flag. 
It 1s not stated from whom such ships were pvehased, but 
apparently the report came from the Germsn-oonttollel Scandlna?laa 
Telegraph Bureau. 

~his item cuggests certain interesting PG8$ib111tiee of 
apnroachiug the Vatican for help in the shipping eituatloa. • 

1. Whether or not the. nells stoJ>T r.eterred to b true
1 

"the 
VaUcu probably does han a fleet of ships. It may be possi1ale 
to sucgest to 'fatlcan authorities what a fine geatve lt would be 
if the Vatican were to make one or more ahlpa aYallabie tor 
evaeuat1ng refugees; · 

2. there eight also be a possibility of using the Vatlcaa 
flac on Yarious other ships obtained for retagee SY&eaatlon. 
:possibly aJaort-CiltUnc the sate conlhJct procedve •. 
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