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In setting up a irr Refugee Board ihg*?resldent
declared that “it is the policy of “this froyernment . to
teke all measures within its power to:rescue ‘the victims
of enemy oppresgion who are- in-imminent dénger ‘of- death
and otherWige to afford such victims:ell pogseible relief
and asgsistance. coneistent with Lhe_cuic geful. progecution
of the war.® ToEe o - )

The 1elecge ig cued on Jﬂﬁuery °9nd by the Secretary
of the Fregident strceses the President s view “that it ie
urgent thet ection Ye taken at once to forestsll the plen
of the Yszis to extermlnate alL the- ue\~ cnd other nerse-
cuted minorities in BEurove. -

The Acting Bxedutive Director of the War B fugee Bozrd
hrs repestedly procleziwmed the need for o bold wrogram;
which would not be held up by the cauticne rnd convent10n=l
formalitieg which might be proper in lesz pre ing cirs
cumstences. On the way to the rescue of the emnants of
Europeen Jewry many = Zordien knot will have ©o e cut.
fny attempte to untie it would te weeting the little tinme
left, 2nd the cost wolld te couited 1n human livee which
cen gtill Be escved.

It is generally admitted thrt the sitnation hasg
imwengely chenged for the worge since the Viorld Jewish
Congress representatives in Geneva firet acquainted the.
Tnited Statss Vinister in Bern with the facts reletlng to
the extefmllEtion of the Jews of Burabe. ] :
furope there are no longer sny léegelly ‘TreeJ
zre Jews ,MO are more or lese legslly frae onlk:

#nd, to some extent, Rumanisa (w1th the excenti
Transnistria) I 811 the other regions of L
the Jews =T¢ either in hiding or interned 1n dEch,' .
concentrevion or lzbor cempes. 2

cable gent f:-om Jerugaslem to the Congres= on
February €th reads ¢s -follows:

"PCLISH J%73 'RRIVED HI™N RECHFTLY “EPCRT
CF UYIVTEPRUSTRED BVTIR TFATICN.  COFLY HUMDREDS
O WHCUS DS NErUAY 0R WITTLICFS. 0P POTIS
JI3 ¥D OTHERS BYILED: TO- POL ¥D.  THEZ

y?’TIJERG nEOIv "SCR’CJMFQ “ROIT HIDING,
1 C. 1"]"(‘R]?L3' . CorsTa e T T

C’1 BUTLMITLTICON, 27 TES ¢ORDS CTHE 'En(
on “l“( RE XILIED. THY o MR- TR YIS
VT‘O thl” ’ 0 Ru CAUGHP S8 THE ~83TAF0

If the purvose of the Viar Mefugee Boerd is to be  ful-
filled, cugtorary procedures must Ye superseded. The rescua
of Jewsg from the clutches of the "rzis now frlle for the most
pert w1th1n the spheres of underground activity, and com-
mando and guerills warfare. For exsmple, there is no legal
wey, with the ¢ xception of exchsnge, to get a Jew outdof
Tez1i occupied ?urope. Since autumn 1941, & rigid ban on.
exit permits hae %een enforced ingide the Greater Reich -
‘end in Germen occupled countrigg. “In fact," stetes Sir
Herbert Emerson in hig report of ~uguet, 1643, to th-

Lesgue of Yetions, *with very few except ions, people who
heve monaged to escene sgince that time have- done g0 in &




Hgle sglcce:
people over-65 year
guaréntesd'in:Switzexl
and ‘in-respect of w
entrance. permits, we
of these facilitiess

- facte need be strecs
to asprecicte them.

The seneral m aé
subdivided ae follows

I, 'Psvcholbgic%

1., . S0lemn flerning snd
24 Digsemination of Tiuformation
. of BExtermination, el EA
3. Triele of Criminale and. Accompli ‘
Continued Pressure on the Sz {6l ites.,
Encouragement of the Teutrsl atates
Recowcnition of segregated ang. in
Civilian Internees. -

II, Practical:

T 1. Public: T : PR S

&= Havens zhd Camps of Refuze. -

b~ Rescue of Children. g - L
¢~ Transportation snd Trensit feellities
d- Zxchange Possibilities.,. S Ll
e~ Tood, Hedicel Supplies.'C1othing1f'r DA R
f~ Periodic Insoection by Red Grogs Delegates -
&- Funds for Red Crose hetivities, eiE
h=- Removal from Libergted but,Unsefe,Regidns;
i~ Relexation of Censorghip, i

Underground:

e~ Hiding.
b- Smuzgling.,
c- "Documentst,

d- Funds for Undergrdund,;qtﬁvitieé{

1. Pszchologigggmgngﬁgglggmatic Meastiregi™

L.__Solemn Tarning end_sbpeai.

The World Jewigh Congrees hsag rereatedly ihgisteq
from the outset of the exterhination progesg on the immenge
value of solemn, gpecific and reiterated warning. Such
werning would be addreszed by the leaderg of the United
Petiong, especially President Roosevelt &nd-Prime Minigter -
Churchill, to the Yezi leaders, their,sstellites, gccom-
plices end agentes, end woula make ‘it clest thet they will
te held responsible for their crimee egsingt the. Jews end-
brought to trirl at the esrliest opporiunity. "The heads
of the United Tetions would aled’ urge the populations, on
grounds of humanity zng religioltes well as of gelf inte-
Teet, to recigt the policy of persscution by guccouring
the victimg. : : . w

Dr. ¥isge took up thie matter again during his vigit
tc the President in Au_ust, 1943, and in g letter;_dgted
“Auzust 17, 1343, to Genersl “letgon, he conf'irmed Wihe
gurgestion to which the Pregident seemed ‘to aseent, that...
this i the time for a most emphatic ang golemn warning
to the Hitler-ruleg countries azaingt the continued sleughter
of civilian populationg Fnd eepecisrlly those whem itidg
regolved to exterminete, namely, the Jewish'people;"j,
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Ropeevelt an
etatement. o

e
growing antifsemitic'moveménts
with it -the suggestion th i
be punisgheq U

b) - It would deepen the mor:
Nazi leaders who a¥e respongible
nation and those “sections
disapprove of them;

T 7l¢) It would have g detérrent S 0
thousends of non-Germsn officizls, police o s
agente with whoge help the Y-zl policy of e
ie bYeing carried out; . L

a) It would elicourage the satellit
to adopt & policy which, on the dey of
brought up ag & mitizating circume tance

e) It would strengthen the hends of the
lation in occupied Hurope in itg efforteito. o
eecape pergecution; -

f) It would give support in neutral'cohﬁtr

sections of publig opinion which favor ajliber;l,pbllcy
regerrd to the rdmigsion of refugses; - . E :

g) It would hearten snd prolong the.en
those Jews in occupied.Europe who would " hesr

Digcemingtion of Information: on
Exterminetion, - .-
A BIInetion. -

The question whether the Gelmanﬂpopul;r s Blra
of the masgg killings of which the -Jéwg ‘mre the vigting:
I: etern Europe is the subject of controversgy.: . Tt
fact , however, that the Zermen leadership'conslsten
refrring from telling the German ;
mination. Even Hitler and Goebbe
of amnihilation in ebgtract termg;
the, resort to zomber circomlocutions.,:

The fact thet the Nazie conceal from-the Gor

the gruesome story of the murder of a people
importance of telling it, LT

There hag been recently in thig regved
in the policy of the BIC rnd O'II, Bes=ni
termination, in particular the crueliligs 7 aing
th- methods employed in the killings{_should,becbmelah '
integral element in Psychologicel warfare,z'Butyradio:bro
casts zre not enough, The facts ehould be made: kriown elso
by means of leaflete, dropped from plens-regularly'pver,,,'
Germany and Germm held territory, until the “populsatione -
are geized with horror end their gilent complicity bédome
“for them an unbesrable burden, : S CoLT

The need for euch leaflets, devoted epecificelly Yo the"
Jewish mertyrdom in Yazl Burop-, hag been repeatedlyfst:ESSedf—
in conferencee zng memorenda to the Adminietratiop.:lltiie~
not known whether it has been recognized end cctd upony




iﬁ;__;IIiéih

L& the Wir ‘moveg
victory, thouah certsln,
the vpledge of retribution f
no puqllc et“empt A,

to carry out th gledgec r
on Cctober 7, 1942, tﬂwt

2 publlc demonetratlon of he
to bring the criminals -

ztr001t1e= themselves, Wﬂlch weTe declgned to
hasten the extermination .of the uewe,:[
zrect repsrcus-iong. The &pparent.

miggion reassures and emboldens thoge

crimee will remrin unpunished. .= =7

Thet is why the trial held in-*X -
of the Colomb Zechar cemp, ie of ‘such-hig tdrlc'l pbrta
Tte proceedinge #nd verdlct should  be 1‘egmed to. :
mogt effective wey. he decision, ifit’ie wed known will
-ve a deterrent e;fect on the minor offilcislks
~uielingg, who have accepted colle borztion becrusexof 1tc
immediate benefits, but “ho are certclnlj not w1111nw tor
rigk their lives.

gimiler trisle ghould be conducted whenever .end-wherever. .
nosgible, without weiting for the end of thelwar. . Thogé,:
for instence, who were responsible for ‘the Gyrensica-de-
portationg, which cost the livee of 50 members ofthe:
Penghazi Jewieh com:unity, chould berqou?hﬁ,outt :broupht

to, juetice.

4. Continued Zressure on the mtelllteq

The pressure on the Gernhn c'tplllteu
ciueltiez ¢nd deportitions, to 1a0111t
of their own Jewisgh populations, to
refu;eee :nd to help them leave thelr -t
be continued firmly cnd conclstently.

"lthough it anpears thet meny set: 111tes Ere 1ncllned

to relincuish their enti-Jewish policy, & continuous v1g11ancé B

ig indigpengeble to countnr ¢t the-gtesdy: pressure . of - the-
“erment diplomatic end wilitary 1epresentatlve For such =~
countersction it ie important to -enligt the cooperatlon ‘of
the Churches; Cf the Holy See, in relstion-to Slovakia and
Hungery; of the Gxarchate for Bulgsrie, In‘ thig: respect
the Internetions 1 Red Crise can slso pley - connlderable
role, since the szrtellites mey well be w1111nv to grent it
ey facilities Jhlch are being refused in ¥, i .dccupied
rezions, g heg heen proved lyrEcent Red Cross activities

in Trrngnigtria ;

The most important of these satellites in Hugery,
which calls Tor constent vigilance, alertnegrss &nd’ ‘encourage=
ment, not only bec:use it now shelters- the lergest Jewicgh
com.unity in Europe, but slgo becesuse it 'is the cmuniry of = -
refuge for the thousends who have succeégded 'znd.  he-hundreds
who are gtill succeeding in escevning the H,bl helly: ~The tagk ¢
of watching endlitilizing the situstdn in Hungsry 1§ ‘guch-that "~
gpecicl attaches of the Vier Refusee, Board might: well ‘be: an-‘ I
pointed in Switzerlsnd snd/or Tuxkey for thle purpoee.




ezen toof “the

Teutrel “overnments: gh ]
receive refugees yofTers of Hélp,t
fundg, food, clothing and bther re u
the underteking to facilitatg the
of the refugees #fter the wer

. The menner o: egsigtanc Sy e0figourge
e conditicns of the country con
Serin and Turkey, iow example; ‘early ev
4 precticable; +the case of- & ,
obvioue. vessons different .

However friendly -end humsniterian they miy be,
neutrsl courtries need corging encouragenent.
fir instence, while pub%licrupiiion hae not ~onl
the policy of the federal goverm.ent buﬁ:even
‘“zeater concessions, the suthoritiez rre much:
the future. g Switzerl=id i not,”at pres
provide for &ven o emsll me:esure of reemigration,: ghé’ ig
arxious to o tein firm sng revested agsurences: thet ehe will
e relieved o. her iurden zfter the end of’hostilit;es
In addition. her food conditions are pPrécaiols rnd’hé S
ecorom” needs & epecirl ellowance so that -che n2y e zble
to feed her prople-&erd her gugsts. : Tl

3pecirl attention should be given to the ettitude: of. -
T rkey, which holde = Key position in eny undertaking:infeny';
ded to rescue Jewe :rom Hestorn ‘nd “elken Burope: - She chould.
in particular be eczsured th: t the Jews*whom'she,will permit
t0 cross her borderes or to whom she will grent trengit-viese
will continue their Jjourney. T

8. Recognition of segreseted ing interned Jews
g Civilien Internees. SR

Frisoners of "Jar for Jewe coufined in zhettos, onCéhtfafiQEV -
ind lzbor cemps. . : S . .

eteuree should e taken to cecure the ‘statusof ¢ vrllan'

It .eopears from explenztions offered_by'thé}lnt, eh
Red Cross that Germeny coes not recognize those;ngs'as;
civilian internees, but ag ‘deteined ecivilicng,d Wo Justis.-
Ticetion hrs een orfered . or thie distinction. THet 1929
Conivention on Priscners of “ar heg been promulgatesrin*Germany,'
and the Peich hrs declereq thet it would be 20plied by analogy
<0 the civilians who would be interhed." ' TR

It ie the 2ccented onirion of the foremoet}international
Jjurists thet every individucl who is deprived of7his'liberty
Yy an occupying afhority for rezsgons other than' for "a. common
crime  has the clzim to bs trested rg. o prigoner ‘of ‘wgr.
(ria. Oppenheim-Tauterpzcht, International Iew; Vol,. T1
1.278 seg. ) L

Gerweny end TFrecigt Ttaly have recently tade’ geversl
pronouncemente, stating expreczsly that their resgon for
treating the Jewg ¢y they do, ig a military one. 4 Zerman
gbokegmen, Suendermann, declared st & forgign prese conference
on Cctobrr 7, 1943, that the “ermesn Lersures sgriret . the ‘Jews
were crused by the fact thet the Jews were ¢ bower waging wer"
on “errany. ) : T

In addition, the draft of the Repu :licen Tegeiet Cong ti=
tution, adopted Ly the Tagcist perty congress at Yerones,; on': -
Yovenber 17, 1943, ststes under Lrt. 7, thet "Jews are forei nerg
who belong to en giemy nztionslity," i

In view of thig theory there crn rencin no dbub%rthat SR
the surviving Jews in ‘ozl Furope eng Fasclet Ttely are ‘entitled:

.




to be treated as eiviFian
by the protectionof thes Intérnsti

---=The -recognition- of:the Jews—in.gzhe
end lebor campe ae civilisn internees; e
their cere within-the- scope:of Inter
vities, - cen epell the physicel deliv
Jewry . ’ :

It ie submitted thet the firet step
this reepect ere the following: -

a) The Internstional Red Croge ghould" 2
“overnment znd sekifor a justification of the:d
has estcblished between civilian internées and .
viliansgt; - o

b) It chould”exafine the adviesbility of meking e

steteme: t thet it corsiders the ewe confined in-ghetbog
concentretionend labor camps e= c¢ivilisn internees: snd. ig
prepared -0 give them the assistence to—which-theyiarejentitled1

by enalogy, according to the Convention: of Prisonersﬁof“*arj

IT. R/STIC'L -’ 4URES:

1. Tublic ethode:

g) Havens :nd Crmps of efuze.

It is essentisl thet the United "rtiong rnd neutvsle
ve eat publicly from time to time their reediness to receive:’
such vefugees ¢g may succeed in escaping. Such-stetement have
¢opreciable precticsl end pesychologicel effects, ‘e ferlag v
the United 3tetes rnd “rect Britein sre concerned :they ‘zhould
be cowhined with the warnings wentioned under - point I 1y o,

The stctemente sho:ld not re sin ple tonic . “The :procedure.. .
now preveiling in the United Strtes Fdminigtrastion.wi eEird:
to the existing irmmigretion lewe should e sdjusted.g et the
preeent quot s mry be used in full. The compliceted: procedurs - =
which wee introduced in 1941 ehould be modifieds Tt ehouldhot
be forgotten that more thrn helf of the totel vigeg ig C
1933 were nrver used, evidently .ec: use they artived:to

Refugee camps =zhould e provided for the tetiporary-
acooriodetion, pending recettlement, of refuzees ‘collgcted :
from neutral or Ger.y occupled countr s in plsces eaglly.
sccesel.le under ’llied contr.l. Tt ie urgent, in thig con=
nectior, to provide 7or the out.lov :Irom Spein. " The Spenigh -
“oveinwment hre ghown congiderstion toward the refu ees; rng
me: guree of intcrmment rnd confinercit heve been relexed.

“ut it is neceseery to seé to it thet the outilow be eg
importent es th: "inflow. ‘g %ir Herbert LSwerson steteg in his
report; on the solution o. this problem '"mey depend the main-
tenence of the lifeline through Sprin, which i& now the ‘only
chrnnel of esczpc out o: “estern Europe." B

The immigration restrictions leid down in: the Yihite: Taper
on rrlesting of sy 1939, should be cencelled: end .the countiy
decl: red open to sny Jew who cénescepe or be removed fyom hxie:
occupied or dominsted Europe. i

b) Tescue of children.

In hie stetement of "ovember 2%, 164", b:forc the

Com* ‘ittee
on “oreign ‘ifairs of the Mouge of Represel tatives, Ir. :
Breckenridge Long mentioned t-o programs for sheltering children
in neu:rs1l ‘countries; one, conccrning & haven of refuge for
Jewish childron, - zecond, concerning g temporsry ssylum for
children in zenerel. ) .




. Tith regard - to the Tiret progr ke
3ecretary of 3tate evidently referre
teken by the World Jewish Congreesg, -
“which induced 3wedén to
her take out of Germes ny into hér,ownrrer itory 20,
caildren end teke cave of them theres P p Tong -
neutral Government wag unable ‘to get dny: )
from the Germsn Government . o ingl inouiryiig
veing conducted. »otheiréquest

been made some time zgo, heg not ‘indicated tn

accept; nevertheless, -we-are trying.torge§ t 

“overmme: t to continue its activivieg,d.

It may be pointed out that the negotistions strrteq in N
the 5:ing of 1943, 71¢ will soon be'a'yearfs;nce the Swedish.
Zovernmentd. gave ite egreement in pringiple to take up. thig ’
matter with the German Government. ' Itiis submitted thet the
Var Refugzee Joeard invegtigate without,delay;whéther—this scheme
Neg eny progpect of reslizetion, s ‘

The uncertcinty in thie e tter ie perticulsrly héérg-
bresking veceuse gf the desperate situz tion of the Jawish
childien in Ivrnge, who are heing hunted by specirl 2-=8%7 po
sguads Trnogewho are etill left, face the constent- denger:
of deportetion to 7olend, due to the extension of the. new: .

tlock " gystem to the previously unoccuﬂiedipart,of'France?

This new system suitjects the children'tO'the'permanent
control of the “estago, forbidding them to leeve tieir Bleces
of regidence without Specicl permite. Luze ﬁhgnjth;ee,weeks
efter the introduction o, the schéme in Serig, 800 children
were thrown into cattle vane, 60 into esgh, without any strriw

to lie on, without water, tnd deported to Foland.

fith regerd to the other project, ¥r. Long spoke e fol-
lows: "Theithere is the support of the plen for removing
chi:dren temporerily from ~Xiz-held territory to neutrel
countrieg in varying numbers up to a meximum o. 120, 000
for rehebilitetion in those countries where they ‘could ge%
foode :nd where we would put the food, where the children
couid be nourished ang brought back to something~like~€'normél
stzte of physicel well being :nd, cfter they hed ‘been:thers
Ior two or three months and hed gotten strong, “they would-go™
back home nd some other children would come A : .

It would appeéar th t this plsn hzs received come* Hegiin
of exgcution, .ot in favor of Jewisgh childrqn)rbut¢of,Germén y
children. The "Yew York Times" of September 15, -1023; ‘reported
the zrrivel of 500 Germen children in Switzerlena for-a Tomb
free vacetion. ’

¢) Treneportrtion and Trrngit “ggilitiesj

I'any rescue possibilities f om the Balkan ‘countries have
been logt hecauge of inadequste transportation:facilities.

For Jcwe from "olend, Slovskia, Hungery, Rumenia, . ang
Bulgarie, Turkey is the trensit country to lapds of reéfuge.
However, the Turkish reilwry fecilities are not evailable for
the traneport-tion of refugees (Turkey allowg only one railway

.carrieze per week for this traffic), go thet the use of ships ag
Teriy bvoa ¢ between porte in Rumenia rng Turkey on the one hend,
#nd porte under filieq control on the -other, ig indid¢penseble,

The tragic feilure of the efforts to get out of Bulgsaria
4000 children and .90 edults for whom Palestine certificetes
h:d been obtained, is known. One of the chief ceugeg of thig
fe:lure weg the t t.e shipe, which were congidered in this
comnection, did not meet the conditions governing the grent
of the ingigne of the Internationsl Committee of the Red Crosgs
end of ite protection. ¥oreover, approval of.the Britigh -
guthorities wrg required bLefo.e boats of the Turkigh Steamghip
Compsny could be lessed, end such approvel could not ba obtained
for reacons which hrve not been satiefactorily expleined to dr tey-




‘In another ccee the Bulnarlc
exit viegzs to a thousgsnd Jewc’on’cond
lgave within a certsihn perlod of:tine
but the Biritieh esuthorities’ 6n the."
of London bvefore acting. nlc'took
time the ul"arian Government

velld.

Tie exodus to Prlestine of- refun
in S.zin end in Portugel wes £ls6® nrmpered
the negotistions f.r the charterlnr 01 the: ¥y
dragged out endlessly. ; k

It seéms thet the bvest solution would b
the Tuternstionsl Rad Croge with & humber of b0ct° for the :
trangportation of refugees snd the gending 0¥ food " suppliee -2
to internment cemps. The Internationsl Red  Croge hs c’recent-
ly acquired ite 7th prigoner of wer relief ‘ehip/iwheni it
received the P.H. Demm, ¢ former n’nloh cergo.ivessel, bought L
some time ¢g0 by the hAuerican Red Cross to gveed. the.celivory
of prrcels to sllied men in Gurmen prison ceripe .- Tu*would: :
be en admirztle geeture if tre Government of thig country
would sugment the number of Red Cross vessele with-ghHips. -
which, flying the flag of 3witzerland. and under the’ chapter
of the Internationel Red Cross, would -be ‘devoted:to the: 7
“rescue of the Jews rnd other nergecuted mlnorltlﬁ 1n,oqqupied
HTurope . ’ SRR, T

In zddition, Portuguese, Swedish and Turkich thpe could
be lecced .or the srsme purpose. It ig well -nown thet. Portia- .
guese ¢nd Spenieh liners, running “etween Furope 'nd thlc
Hemigsphere, have emple unoecupled cccomode tione :

Finelly, ships which have brought troopc'and cuppllec to
f11lied ports, or food to Grece, could, on their ‘homewe rd trlp
be uged to trengport refugees to plccee of scfety.' R y

. To leess important then transportatlon opportun1t1e= iz the

rencvszl of legﬂl obstacles to trerneit, snd.inithie .conrection:
Turkey's ettitude is of paremount importance, .gince’ Turkey Er
s ¢lready mentioned, is the trensit country for the

from Ezstern Zurope and the Balkans

peitsable to secure the right to enter Turkey: if# antag

to be taken of the immigretion certificetes for. Prlestin

giice the certificstes can be delivered to euch JeWn only 1n
Turkey.

- “"ithout 2 vige it igs imposeiile to crose the Irontler
between Bulgerie and Turkey. The terrible fate that befell
a Jewish family which took the risk of such.z venture hees been
described by the Bulgarian writer ¥ihail Padev in .z boo’t recent~
ly published in Tondon. Joreover, the Turkish consuls -in
Pudrpecst, Bucherest end 3o0fia are permitied to grent individusl
.vigas &t & rate of no more then nine fimilies: per week in each
country, (opproximately 400 persons per month). Trrngit under
thig scheme begen in September, 1943. Durlng the firet two °
months 215 emigrante succeeded in a riving in Ystanbul. On
Tecewber 18th, 1020 transit vise .rses were stlll pending
at the Fo.eign O-fice in . nkara.

On January 3, 1944, Dr. Veyer Xbner, former leader .of
Bucovina Jews now in Tel /viv, cabled fto the “Torld Jewish
Congrees the the depervture of hundreds of Palestine certifi-
cete holders from Trensnistrie wse impossitle-lueccuse of the
Turkieh trsneit vise orocedure.

It is subwmitted that the Turkiél}overnmént be requesjedkg
1. to issue instructions to its frontier guards to tie

cffect that the crossing of'borders Le facilitated for all re-
fugees persecuted becezusc of rmce .or rPll”ldn,
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s - s
2. to instruct its consuls t
~without limitation &e to numbers By
to. all those for whom -immigration-gerti
zre beingheld by the representative . ¢f
valestine -in Igtenbul. R ;

- d)__Exchange Pogsibilitiecs/ jii

Eeny Jews under sxis control ébuid1be‘ ed:
them for cert-in categories of Axlg:nationesls nowin“the
tories 'of the United Tetions: - : AR W

Tue two mein Dosgeibilities. sre st pregeits’

1) =Eichenge of Dutch and 3elgian Fews
interned in the camis of Vittel and- Titmonin i
internees on the Isgle of ¥en, in veridug / erioaﬁ,c@ﬁnﬁfiee,
in South Africe, etec., K y

The plight of -approxime tely 1000 “»tehlevs "who ‘ave - in

Poseges=ion of emigration certificstes for 2ulestine £ nd who
are kept in reserve by Germeny in ¢ specirl ¢amp in Southern
germeny, desgerves specizl congideration. There ig &very Teason
to feel that if the exchange of thége Jews will not.be tputs
under way in a very short time, they will wéet th me- fete
thet hrs befallen the immensge majority ‘of ‘thHe. Jewigh comnmunity

in Holland: cenortztion &nd deeth. There ere s number of -
Geraen netionsls under the Jurisdiction of :the Diich ‘Govern-
ment: 150 Germans zre in D tch Guiana, 150 in Tonhaire
(“etherlands “ect Indies), end sgz=versl hundred who were previous-
ly interned in the Yetherlende Bret Indies sre now under :
British gusrd in Tclombo. i

The Dutch “overiment'should be urged to make -these
fermene available for exchange without Ffurther delay .

Tue evailability of exchange nateri:l should be‘thoroughly
investigsted, : : :

It e :pears thct come hundreds of Germang ere: gtil
terned in Prench ;frice. There is further-cwconsidéra-
of ltelian Fasciste interned ir Tunigis. There mug X
materizl in the former Itrlien colonies, in Corgice :
Conge, South Africe, Peru. (Ci Jenuery 15, 1944 Poruviant
Guvernment announced that s number of conspiretors including- -
Germene rnd Japenese, plotting a Yew Year's proslazi=Coup, had .~
been detrined #nd would be deported.) £ pool. should be'ticde
of #11 thoge who would be of no help from a military'point]Of
view if returned %o their country. ”

“sanwhile, the Jewish exchange materirl should be protected.
re about 1270 people in olend, the Protectorste, etc: — -
7hom the Jowish “-jency hre obtrined entry-permite "into

Palestine. Tegoticticne arc being conducted Vetween the British
ond Germen fovernmants, through the Swige Federal, Covermment eg
the protecting power, to exchanze them for-G.ruen nrtionsle
living on %ritich territory. 7. rlee, vepregentztive of the
Jewish ..ency for Pelectine in I anbul, hee®requested Col. H.
Bon, a Director of the Internstional Red Cr.es, to underteke the
hecegsary etepe to insure +the protectioniof these unfortunrte.
It ehiould be possicle to have the concentration campe  “here they
2re ¥ pt congidered re crups for civilien interneas, £l ling.
within the ecope of Red Crogs ectivities, until the meteria-
lizction of the exchange schewe.

“ttention is #lgo drevn to the gtrong moral claim:of
{fugricen citizens, meny of whnom erc in the srred foreees, to
heve eacceirl measurce taiken by rescuz, by resns of exgArnge,
their Jewieh wives or children who arc in enemy hende ¢nd are
congequently in d:rnger of death.

2) Zxchange of Shanghei Jewigh refugees for disloyal
Jananesge. )

o s st e




The terrible situztion " the
and German Jews living in Shenghai
one. of the "Gripgholm® pagsengefs,
Tiey "hive been banighed? ne. gaid,
guffering unusuai herdshi g a2t . the
(¥ew York Post, December 2, 1943:).

e underetend:that the répatfﬁat of
digloyal Japanese ig contemplated: O course, th
who are £+ill in Jpaanese~getehtioniwillébe¢th

to benefit by any exchange;agreemeng .

that there will be .a surplus. of thoug :

should be used in the interest of:"the ‘star
Jewish refugees. 8 R

On Februery 22, 1944, the population fothE,T,le'L?ke;';,
Center for Disloyal Ferzons of J:panése Aungestiry was tpvard
of 15,500. At thet time 1400 more were expected firom - :
Mangzanar rnd seversl hundred from other-relocstion cempe
in the Fer West. . T

e) Food, Yedical Sunplies, Clothing,-

The deliberste withholding of food and medical’
supplies consiitutes cn important elemsnt in ‘the- polic :
of exterminetion. I. thig respect, the Jewigh populetion
ig in a far worse situation than the other eubjugated. B
populations. gSupplies sent to the -ghettos, concentratiof
end labor cemvs.s would be en effective meensg of retarding -
the procese of znnihilation. :

Food parcels are now being sent to Terezin (Thereéién; -
setsdt) snd to Trensnistria. O :

“ith regard to Terezin, two one-pound fonJperéels,a
month are being sent to 6000 internees, whose nemes. are
known, by the Lisbon agencies of the Joint Ditiribution
Committees rnd the Czechoslovak "overnment - bt there:! :
are Tifty to sixty thoussnd Jews in Terezin, The remsinder
depende on the collective 7ood shipmente, which ‘the Red
Crosz ie willing to make. e

In this cormection we would urge reconéidqfat !
the formalistic atvitude adopted by the “mericech and s
British authoritiesg. S

The Internetional Red Cross Headquarters heve goma
pleined thet they have no pezrcels available for-cencentrs-
tion cemps, as Britich énd ‘mericen Red Crose stendard: -
varcels are, in terms of the directions given by the
Blocksde authorities, reserved exclusively for recognized -
prigoners of war end civilien internees, N

The Red Crosgg delegrte in London hag contacted the
Foreign Cffice and Ministry of Hconomic Werfare, 'who have
gtated thet they were not in & pogition to grant permimion
for such standerd food percels to be sent to cohicentration
CEMPS . . i i ) .

It aspears thet, while the Germans refuse .to - .
recognize the Jewe who eurvived their brutolities rcg. = ..
civilian internees, they sometimes perdit“food parcels
to be delivered to them in a2 number of ¢ .emps. - Thugs we-
recently were informed ty ¥r. Ernest Frischer, member of
the Czechoslovek Stete Council in London, that he hed been
Teguested by telegram from Geneve to procure navicerts
from the Britieh or A-ericen authorities for congignments
of cocoa for children in intermment cempg.. It was etressed
that these consg ignments could 80 by ships of the Internetionsl
Red Cross, snd thet confirmation had ben received in .. S
Slovakia of delivery of parcels gent to Birkensu - in Silesiag.




In his TFeport to'thé
- 8ir ‘Her%ert- Emer

from Portugal

Polish ghettos &nd;

“renittances ang ghipments of ‘medicin
have 8lso réeched the bensficia

It is submitted that the
be prepared to tske full advantage o
tolerated by the Germans. Rud:-Cro
be allocsted for the Jews confined:;
end labor camps.  Medical supplies v
in” Burope should-be-made-available
number of supplies Tequested are‘not ‘on

f. Periodic inspection byréed;éfdsle

nile this zetivity would- denend chiefl
recognition of gegregated eond interned: Jéwe' -
internees, it is submitted that Tull gdvantege
of existing possibilities. ST

8ince the belligerent powers have genéraly:s
to the civilian internees the application: oy analogy.
of the CGeneva Convention regerding prisonere vexii
International Red Cross hse incorporated:withinxlts“piogra
the service of aiding civilian internees. “Its delegste
visit almoet all interments camps the world over i Howey
with the excestion of some vigite to interneiit cs o
pied France in 1941 and of a recent vigit to Trinenisgtria
the Red Crotes delegates have not vigited any ghetto;: inter:
ment or labor camp for Jews in any other region of occupied::
Burope. ‘s indiceted above, such vigite would be.6f gréat-o
importance. R Y S

It chould be stressed that the first vigit-ofit &l Inter= -
netionel Red Cross delegate to Transnistrias resulted imrnediste-
ly in a number of improvements. e LR T

g. ¥unds for Ped Croes Lctivities.

On September 8, 1943, the World Jewish -Congr
guarters received a cable from their London. offic
effect that continuous reporte were arriving ther
digclosez thet the condition of the Jews in Europe.was
steadily deteriorating and that there existed x grave. g X R
of distress due to the lack of food, clothing,: medicsl suoplies
and other relief commoédities; that relief action-on large =
scaleves necesgary but obviously beyond the cepacity of:the ",
private resources of any Jewish or other voluntary organiza-
tion; thet the only organization capgble of resching the 7 - T
surviving Jews and of bringing them relief was the: . Intérnationsl
Red Cross. L . :

Cn September 16, 1943, Dr, Nehum Goldmann; ‘Cheirmen of
the ‘dminigtrative Committee of-the *Torld JewishtCngrggs;f
called the atte tion of Nr. Zreckenridge Long -to.the ihability
of the Red Cross to gend food, tonics, mediciney énd clothing
to the surviving Jews, because of the legk. of finangial:mesng,
end euggested thst the Governmente of the United: Stetes.énd -

- Great Britein grant the Internctional Réd'Crogs end edecuate -
gum of money to enable it to conduct itg relief work whengver
end wherever an opportunity would present itsels, - e

Cn December 8, 19°3, we were informed that this métter
hed teen referred to the .mericen Embesey in London. on
September 29th, to e presented to the Intergovernnentel
Committee on Refugees; that the director of thig. Gormittes
hed communiceted with the International »2ad Croge:end that
it wes expected that a reply would be received ghoytly.:

Thig information w g rather disapnointing, aéerg; -
Breckenridge Long's strtement before the Coymittee on Foreign.




. 1943, head aroused: the hope that T i

- way, end: that the United Stetes Grest: By
only waiting for “the approval by the in ergov
~-tee .of the Internziionsl Red- Croge
which could be ghortly expected: foredg
contribute $4,000,000" to financeiithe

Lffairs,of'therHbusefofcRepreseniatim

It ghould also be mertioned th
Gerard Riegner, Torld Jewish Congre
Geneva, of December 2nd, reported-
Red Croge had already sngwered pogi
of the Awerican Legation. and-of Jir HePbert.
that_there-were—é¢onsiderable poggitilities 6f a
from Switzerling. :

Unfortunately, nearly three months ha
December 8th, end it does not.ceem that much:
teen mede in this most important metter,
end death. - !

The International Ted Cross: complaine: tha
not command sufficient funds to send -to.the :Trengnis
deportees more than = limited quantity of food;: ithat it
ig unsble, becruse of lack of fundr,_u)secure,the,phér
ceutical productes needed for the cemps” In - Skovakinh;
the leck of eppropriate shipping, necesgary to tak
people from the Brlkans is eleo; if n.t:chiefly, a questioc
of lack of fundeg; - tnrt if- it had money., it could. send food
perceles to the 1270 Jews the remnents of thoslanJéwry S
who sre gtill interned in concentration crmps on the tery
tory of ©Prvelic'e Croatig.n ’ - et

h. Removel from Liberated but Unscfe . ress.

Under thie hesding, plens should be wortediout ifor: -
the immediste removcl of Jewe from 'resg of militery opera=
tiong where, in cege of reoccupation by the Tozig end ‘their
allies, they sre likely to te exterminated: - :

/g has bYeen proven in s number of cegeg; “1ib }
of foruerly occupied regzions ie not i lways fiﬁb}f—mﬁxpgriehc

&t Toss, Leros end other pleces hee shown “thet the ‘ene

mey be eble to retake certain i-lsnde, towng znd !

with the result, for the populetion, of all kind: of

sion and vengesnce . especially.if it hes- tsken &nv e

pert in driving the enemy out. It hag besn reported 't

230 Jews were macgacred in 3prlato, which he veeh Tréed . v
by Yugoglav puerillesg, cnd reoccupied by German*rnd;Croat,i‘”;
troope. The ‘driatic fglend of ’The (Rab) Hes pagsed ‘through
¢ eeries of occuprtione end liberations. Erch_tu;nxoﬁ,wb‘,
ALvie troops brought in ite weke rew suffering forithe Jews.

It is subrmitted that epecirl emergency squads be. #tteched
to the militery heedouarters, whose exiclugive concern it :
should te to evacuste g g00n ag poegsible %to-g fer retiong
Jewigh e¢nd other oppressed populs tiong who 'tre. considered
to be in danger. ’ i .

. It should be eseid i1 thie connection thrt the nece~sgity-
of zuch kind oi rction wee etressed not only-by the “orld L
Jewieh Congrees, but by the neutrel prése- in Burooe & aiwell
Cn Auguet 2nd, the *.iftontidningen® Stockholm); published . -
en erticle entitled #Jewe in the 32: lkang in mort: l-d:nger in
cese of ltslian croitulation.% It stressed the feet thet
if the Italicn troope ehould evecucte the regiong garrisonhed
Ly them, such Jewe zs were gtill rlive would Ye aberidoned. to
¢n :11 too certsin fcte, "The S1lied leaders, headed by
Roosevelt, heve repeatedly declared that they heve thoroughly.
discuesed by whet mesns the remsinder of the Jewg.ih thé- :
occupied countries cen he s ved from exterminstion. Now. &
chance zrigsee for gaving seversl thousande Jewish men; ‘women :
end children etill alive, from ebandonment to their desperste
nortrl gnemies, -




the rigid enforcement. of cendorehlp: égulatl Jel
from relatives in-the oc.upigd’ countr Téait

in the United States, ‘which zive:

inforuation es -to their preésent situaton; - X
of relief & d szlvation, sre often delcyed 1or
entirely withheld. . ;

prevented from geLtlng ey 1nformat1on

abouts of people in occupied countrigss

gt be wade throuzh the exclugive fa¢

Irternstionsl Red Crosg , Which resorts: ; procedure =o
glow, thet ite firdings, when flnclly progduced, “hey
every usefulness because they heve -in the ne ¢
obsolete. .

Censorehip rules are <o severe that. cebleg
who heve srrived in Swit-erlend are not dellvere,“
relatives here, =0 thet the latter continug: to:
in efforts to save people elready saved,. ingtea
treting on thoge who are gtill in distress.

There ig. an uvgent reed fur a revigion of these
regulations. - .

2. Uvderground ethodg.
a) Hiding
It ie imposgible to estimate the nunber of Jews in varloua
Buropean countries, who, in urder to escaps nersecutlon, BN
tation end execution “dived under®. Ths eigti zteg. con
number of hidden Jews very  so-widelty—es being;lwi
Belgium, for instence: Uletween fifteen hundred:
gend. -Former Greek Finister George Zxintaris: ren rtq
thousand 3alonika Jews have been provided wit
bezring non Jewish nzmeg, and smuggled -out to
throuzhout Freece. The same method wes- employe
reevect to thousande of Atnenc Jews. :

The Jews are Hot the -only-ones who_ live ‘this '
petusl teneion. sccording to *rvid Fredborg, tore than 1507 OO
persong have ‘gone underground" in Germsny itself and are.
living &s outlews. Some of them are Jews, but the mzjority. .
ere anti-"azl Germsne. All of them belong toeii~underground -
Zurope which hes develoned itse own rules end 1tc own way of 1ifé.:

Of the verious underground rescue messures Vhldlng ié the
gimpleet. the speediest, the least expensive; yet it imposes
uson the hidden s continuous strecin and. exposes “them - to congtent -
denger of betrcyal. To meke full uge of thlrn poe slblllty,the
follow1ng prerequisites ere nece*ccry. : R e v

1) The friendly et:itude of the populﬂtlon, whlch mu,t be--
encouraged by frequent sppeals thiough radio and: leaflets: dropped
from eivplenes, end by werainge thet 1nformert,w1ll e ruthlessly
punighed. :

©) Finencirl eupport to the hidden Jqu'co thet they mey
be atle to compensste their hocts and to -purchage food.in “ he:
bleck merket if they heve no “4zryan® ration cerde. Sinde these.
Jews heve been for years now eyclude* from any-geinful activity
- mogt of them have no savings left; eund meny a-plsce.of- -hiding :
ie guite expengive. It eppesre from e report by a- delegrte of, tk
Yolizh "overnment to the underground in glsnd thet, to indude: -
2olish peasante co ghe .ter Jews, the compers: tion offgred mugt:
“e congiderable; if csught, not only the lives of: the houtn
but thoge of their femilies rre ¢t stake. : .




3)" The:hidde
documents (birth
cerds) g0 that; .11
comte "legel ‘defeng

. ALL thie, of courge;” requires 'close ont&cH
ration with the various undersround movemente s
units. o iy

b). Smu Qling.

Jews are being swuggl-d out  from. Hollan
to Spain end Switzerlend, from Poland 'f
‘from 3io0vekis to Hungary. B

e have 110 accurate- figures concerning
achieved through thig contrsband in himen e
from Istenbul and Geneva t&ll of hundreds -
children from Slovakiz,;. Croatia and- rague; ‘e
from ~oland who have crogsged into E ngary - and have
szved. . lerter from Istanbul stetes: nIf i
of larger amountes, we could succeed in seaving hundre
thousende. ¥ /4 representative of the “jorld-Jewish-Cong
succeeded in smuggling out of Frence 400 children i
land in & relestively ghort period of time s i

The emuggling out of Jews has been left entir 1y
initietive end endeavours of Jewish organiz-tions nd-
viduele. To our knowledge no gevernment in exile’is ¢
with it; no underground wovement zives it rny particu -

. congideration., In too meny inetances this work ‘ig ‘done by

“ individual contrabandists, snd only such people ¢ still-
retain some part of their fortune are in s pogition: topey-
the expengive peesege toil. N B

Taroughout Zurope smuggling is en important-pert.o
the activities of the re~isfance movements: wut they d
not su:ficiently teke into zccount the mortel denger i
which Jews constently find themselves re J 2 wWs .
ettention is devoted nearly exclugively to pergons who
ere jeopardized becsuse of their politicel past, their;p
ectivities, or their usefulness for the prosecution of

In this respect come figures ere disturbing.
¢ stetement, mede by Iuis Gercisz Guijarro, conmevrgis
lor =t the Spanigh Imbesey in "rehinzton on Janue
refugeee from l'azi occupied countries are makinggthe'
to /llied territory in ¥orocco through ¥slage, Susin,
rete of nearly 6000 every fifteen drys. Bven if the's L
moderzte figure e accepted of 2000 Daggages & wesk, given
by other gources, the smcll percentrge I Jews among theke. .
refugees cannot but be very etriking, as the figure.o
Wwho escape through Spein ie but & emcll fraction of thet
mentioned sbove, ey

It ie congeguently submitted thet contacts bé mede with
the various underground riovements end guerille: unite ih. order
thet the emuggling out of Jews, especirlly of children Decome
pert of their sctivitiee. Specirl sections of thege venments,
provided with finsncial mesns of docuw .enfg of - identity, should

sﬁ? be entrusted with this task. ) : :

"lthough heroiem is involved even in thege Mgiviliant
smug ling operations, situstiong mey zrige when resl commando’
re de or zuerilla operstions mey be neceserry to Tembve;ﬁ
Jewish groupe in danger of extermination. There ie no- doubt
that Jewieh volunteers cen te found who will be glad to form
regcue sguade to re .ove Jewish refugees from the ‘dristic
islands which have been retaken by the rxig troope or from
other places where they are in Jeoperay. '

c) _“Docurents,®

wumber of Jews of various nationelities who were -




provided even afte? Pearl Hay

certfin Latin 1

interned by the o

(Titmoning and v

_they were in denger, becsug x e T
ite intention to withdraw the oiti engh
vagsnorts, After'meny en interventio,
Ziven, it woulg aspear thet “the mettar:

Our representativee in Swit zerlind ine s
thet the varioug countries of the estern-Heiiis
ched and requested to authorize,their'diplomntic~egents' I
to deliver emergency pasgports to Jews ofother neiipgalitie;,
"It ie," writes one of our représentatives,,i solutely indig
pensable to obtein authorizetion the ¢ &:few tHougeng pesgjorty
be srented for rescue purnoges. .. (eniry) vigss (for neutral coun~
tries) are of no evail becrlse no exit permit frow oceupied )
territory ccn be obteined, ® o IR ;

The Governments concerned ghould of coursé be iven.-tie
Fesurence that the passports woulg be restored ‘to them efter the-.
war, end the Jewg in question returned to their countries of
orizin, or of former settled resgidence; or reéettled,élséwhere.‘

d) Funde for Usgersroungd ‘cltivities.

These activities require'important finencisl me#ns. They
ghould be diesnatched through undersro nd chennels end ecrmerked
for the rescue of Jews. Co :

It chould te mentioned in thie connection ‘that the orilg
Jewigh Congrecs hee veen iniormed time fnd egein oy its Geneve
offices thet definite possibilities exiet of bribing Festzvo .
officirle :nd of inducing them to nrlt denorte tioris ~nd extend
their protection to aliezdy deported or interned Tewsg.s :

-

In & letter from the P-lestine Lakor Delepgetion in Tetan=,
bul, deted July 25, 1943, it ig seid expressly about- the
tion in Slovakis: #Three tinee, the expuleion of “tha- en’
goraunity wee pustponed with the help of money .M unce ning .
Rumenia the same letter etetes:  HTith the help:of.m you'
could rlweys arrsnge things in thigs country. . Towrdrys X
you cennot do ¢ thing.* “j.th regerd (o the erugs ling o

;ary the letter erys: w17 we could digpose . of ‘lifger

amounts, we c¢ould succeed in gaving hundreds £nd thousrndg 07"

Tne vroper imnlicstion ghould e drawn from thiéfinformaiion
fnd Jewigh organizrtions provided with licenges 10r the treng-
misgion of the necegegery funde. o

Punds ere zleo needed for the purchese orf nesrng of defenge,
Properly glxcking, thie iz no method of direct Tescue, rg mogt
of the Jews who offered yesigtance did not éscepe alive, Pay-’
chologically however, it ig of the utmogt importance thet t he
F-zi torturere krnow thet there ig ¢ risk iavolved in the.rccom-
plishment ot their ETueso.e tesk. It ig rleo “dmportant that
&% meny ae porgible of the executioners. be destroyed,.

Contact ghould e gougcht, conseqguently, with Jewish youth
lezder in Zghettoe, concentrztion :nd labor crmpeg. They should
be provided with Werpons eo0 rg to be in = position to defend
lherigelves ir the woret comes to the worsgt.

Tgrch 3, 1944,




- INSTITUTE OF JEWISH AFFAI
v ‘1834 “Broadway’
. Wew York -
November*Z’? 1944 s
GIRCULAR 0. 3

TO THE DELEGATES TO THE WAR LMERGE‘
GODFER“NCE ;

Dear Delegate, : ] o
Thérdeliberafions of the Gonferénce, andigséecialiyféf}fhéjéém;’
missions, will be devoted, if not exclusively; ﬂt'leﬁst bfiméii Vi
to the European scene. Our Judgment must be bmsed on & proper
evaluetlon of the fncts underlylng the situation.. Hot all the faqts
can now be submitted to you in written fcrm{ but ét'leaétrthe ﬁagic
stntistical -d=ta can. Yie have, therefore, preparedrfdr-your'guid—
ance the two statistical taﬁles you will find attached hereto,
These tables are certainly net the resulg ofrenumeratioﬁ, nor
of any other exact, scientific investigation.r They do however; :re-
present the recults of a very careful study of the 1nform9t10nrrééﬁh;

ing us from various sources. This information was checked and re.-

checked, and we believe thet the result represents a reasonably re~

liable approximation of the real situation.

Table I states, by country, the number of Jews present, hav1ng

emigrated, slain, or deported, by mid- Liovember, 1944,
Table II summ-~rizes the position w1th regard to JeW1sh refugees

and deportees by the Fall of 1944,

Respectfully,
(‘.‘ /': £
St S50

F4cob Robinson

Director




Institute of Jewish Affairs
: © -TABLE I

MUMBER OF JEWS PRESENT, EMIGRATED, SLAIN, DE a) :
] g iz T, +-5LA AND PogTED 7
PRESENT IN a ]
CCUNTRY CRIGINAL THEIR sramy®) EMIGRATED DEPORTED®)
NUMBERD) HOMEL ANDC)

850,000 290,000 470,000 70,0007 —
. b

Bulgaria 50,000 - 35-U5,000 Unknown -Unknown — L T me -
Yugoslavia " 75,000 - Unknown 50,000 . 8,000 ...12,000 -
Itely 47,000 25,000 Unknown ,000. Unknown
Greece 75,000 : 7-12,000 55,000 3<4,000- . Unknown
France 260,000 19! 100»120,000gg 50,000 30-35;000 55,000
Belgium 75,000 10,000k 25,000 ~ 253000 - 7-1:15]0001)
Holland 115,000 . 1¢ 10,000 60,0005) --25.,000 - 1171 205,000 7
Luxembourg 3,600 0 500 1,500+2,000" AT R00
Norway 2,000 Unknown Unknown -7 U600 nknown
Denmark 6,900 —_— ) —_ 5,000 7 T 10a00
Germany 525,000 ) 5,000 110,000 285,000 - 75-100,000
Austria 170,000 2,000 25,000 100,000 10-20,000
Protectorate 80,000 93 2--3%,000 50,000 10,000 15,000
Slovakia 100,600 1940 70,000 10,0C0 152000 :
Huugary Uh,000k) 1940 ko 200,000 - .10,000 335,0001)7 - ——--
Poland 3,550,000 1539 50.600n)  2,60C,000 “160,000n - N ,

ni 5,000  19hn fos > 3,000 S 2,000n

95,000 1940 4 Few ) ad, 80,000 15,0000
- 145,000 1940 kS 5 - 10,0000
&j tne Gobal of cclams ¥-7 does nob nevessarily amount o the figure gi
Giuce of the decrease as a result of natural causes {inereased nuukber o
nusber of births). k) Including Qurpedro-ho : L
 {ithout refugecs. 1j: Presumebly displaced wishin Hungary .

)% Without refugees and internees. s 1tself. o it
d) The vast majority had previously been deported., m) Including 50,000 in the liberated areag. -
A port of the deportces must be presu O be dead. IRt

Including evaouees to Yoviet Rugsia Tr ssarabla, Bucovina ) 1

The total number of Jews present in Lg eatimbated ax,ibé,OOO -
% The total aunber of Jews present in Rals is estimated at 18,000 ~

The total number of Jews depcrted fiom Belgium is estimated ab 27,600
) The total number of Jews depcrted from Holland is estimated ag 180,000.
n) Including evaouses o Soviet

b
c
e
f
i
J
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TABLE ‘II. 2n

JEWISH REFUGEES 4HD DEPORTEES IN 19

COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN -REFUGEES

DEPORTAEY FHON
ONE “GOUNTRY - TO .-

CANOTHER:

PROBABLY ALIVE. -

DEPORTEES - WITH-
'INiTHEJLIMITSJ

*=OF: THE. SAME o=

Poland 400, 0004 #
‘Germany . 285,000
Austria o 106,000
France 30-355000ﬁ
Protectorate 10,000
Slovakia 10,000ﬁ
Hungary lo,OOOW
Rumania ’ 70,0004 #
Italy ' 5,oooﬁ i

Belgiunm 35, 000
Holland 25,000

Yugoslavia 8,000%
w

Greece 3-4,000¢
Luxembourg 1,500-2, 000#

Denmark

# Including evacuees to Russis

-

75,Q€?—1oo,oo§?'

> JCOUNTRY

10,000~ 20,000 .

50,000

15,000
15,000 -
Unknown

%nknown
15,000

20,000
12,000

10, 000

# Excluding displaced within the liberated

| 8;000-37000
5,000

- 335,000
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TABLE IJ

S ALD DEPORTEES'IN;19445f

JEWISH REFUGEE

DEFORTEES ¥ROM:- = -0 e B
COUNTRY OF ONE COUHTRY:TO™ . : " =:DEPORTEES WITH- " -
ORIGIN REFUGEES . ) ANOTHER: = 2L INCTHE LIMITS. S %
. - PROBABLY ALIVE. - > OF: THE SAME:
i COUNTRY RS

Poland 400,0004 # . “

Geriany 285,000 . 75,000—100;900
Austria 100, 000 10,000~ 20,000
France 30-35, 0004 , 50,000 -
Protectorate 10,000 15,000 2;000-3,000 -
Slovakia 10,000%# ) - 15,000 5;0001
Hungarf 10,000# ) " Unknown = 335;609:'” :
Rumania 70, 000# # - - A_

Italy - 5,oooﬁ * Unkhown’ 3

Belgium ‘ 25,ooo§ 15,000
Holland 35,000 20,000

Yugoslavia 8,000# 12,000
<k
i

Greece 3—4,000# 10,000
Luxembourg 1,500—2,000%

Denmark

Including evacuees to Russia

# Excluding displ=ced within the liberated aress
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WAR EMERGENCY C,ONFE.RE

WORLD JEWISH "‘CON R S

ATLANTIC CITY -
NOVEMBER 26-30, 1944
St, Charles Hotel’

Headquarters: New York, 1834 Broadway

o / ,
RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE

The Var Emergeﬁcy Conference of the WorldAJewishicqngress

ascociates itself with the prograﬁme of the JewishﬂAggncyfor,fwh S
Palestiné and its claim that in the new democratic erarassuring

- peace, freedom and equality among nations there must be a de-
finitive and permanent termination of the homeleosness of ‘the

Jewisn people by the establishment of Palestlﬂe as-a

Jewigh Coummonwealth.

The Confarence urges the British Government to abrogate
the policy promulgated in the white Paper of 1939 and to open

Paléstine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization,

The Conference appeals to the United Nations:fo ensufé'
that the general scheme of postwar reconstruction:shall include,
the ectablishment of Palestine as a Jewich Conmonwealth and ‘
that appropriate financial and other reuources be prov1ded for -

that -uroose, including the speedy transfer to.Palestlne of

" Jewish survivors of Hazi persecution.




Bogumé du a1 goours provongs’ -
- par le Dr. Nahim' Goldmsnn
& 1a War Emergency Oonference:
: Oongrég Juif Mondial
& Atlantic Gity, le 26 Noverb

Parlant aujourdthui devent ia ‘premidve Oonférense internationals jui Pilig
réunle depuis la début des hoetilités; Ltobje - monexpoed  sere; ‘hélas, non
plus une catastrophe imminente, . cemie clétalt 16 cas A Geneveien 1932, &.1a
premiére Conférence Juive Mondiale, mais un dégastre qul- s'est “deja produit;,;
Il est peut-dtre prématurs de donner les chiffres exacts d6:see vietimes, - uf
Dlaprée uns évaluation optimiste, les pays.doat la ‘population Juive:oe: ghi f-
frait par-millions, nlen congervent que quelques centaines de:mille; des:pays
dont les communautss juives dtaient ﬂoriasai:ta’é,r'sont'-rp:atiquament JJudénreint

la réalits affreuss mais cer-

. § communautes;,- leg centres quiils -’
avaient créds, leg traditions qu'ils maintenaient, les valeurs culturelles’ gui-
¥ otaient attachées ~ ot coei est peut-etre encore »‘plusgrave,du"point' de vue -
historique, T ' g

I1 est facile de dire que Hitler et le Nasisme sont. 1o auteirs rogponeableg:
de cette tragédie, mais le pfobléme ne sten trouve pag résolu.rLorsqu'e voug: -
6tes mordu Par un chien enragé, vous ne lo poursulvee pas-en justicej vous-le
tuez, maie vous poursuives gon propriétaire responaabls.;: Lie vrat regponsable. de
la tragddie actuelle egt notre génération tout entiére:. . avec. plus de courage
morel ef un plus grand esprit de molidarité. entre les nations, la éatastrophe de
la dernidre décade, qui a abouti & 1a guerre, aurnit pu<Stre evitéer: . . .

1o Yasiene n'a pas inauguré s Mive en tuant les Julfe: 4 a
fallu 4 Hitlexr £ i L By ok

8 ne peuvent pas pré e 58 1
averties. Depuis 1933, quelquss-una parnis nous; reunds fof: aujourd!hd, nlont
cesse de prévenir les chefs des grandes démocraties et-de les implorer;goit de
mettre fin a la perséoution deg Juifs par Hitler, gsoit tout au-moins “de-fournix:
aux Juifs le moyen de 8'échapper 3 $emps. Nos deniandes, 6% celles dtantres -orga~
nisations Juives, ont 446 rejetdes, et nous nlavons :obbenu’ somme “réponge que: dea- -
me sures routiniéres,/ inspirées par 1a bursaueratie,:- Jo ne veux-pas dire -quo les
chefs des grandes dém ué onté; mas-la’ force de cotte
8 ' a J +Bl7 e puis me pormettre

au secours de leurs soldate, Les Juife. -ont 66 pondant-toutes ces années dans
la positions des Anglais & Dunkerque. Mals Jamois nla~t-on: écarts pour eux les
obstacles créés par la routine et la tureaucratie, ,janmia,n'h-t-o'xi-'pr_ie.des me-
eures couragousos, envisagé une action rapide. O'ept pourquoiy parlant: a la tri-
bune/de la premiére Gonférence Juive Internationale réunie depuis le-debut ‘de la
tragédie, nous disong gque nos reproches -s'adreasent non point a:-1\llenagis
Nazie, pour laquelle tout prinoipe moral a ceges dloxister, mais smx démocia-
ties qui en portent 1a respongabili té devant 1'histoirs et qul ‘ont le-devoir de
répagegtcﬁ awd est encore réparable, afin d'éviter qutune: cateatrophe senblable
g8 repete, : P S A SN

Par quoi cela ge traduit-il en pratique? les droits ded Julfs doivent Stie
rétablie partout olt ils ont &té abrogés, Autant que poasible;- 1es biens des "
Juife doivent otre restitude, Qs soralt ajouter a la tragddie une sinletre- i
plalsanterie que de faire hériter des biens juifs des individus, des communauteés
et des gouvernemente non-juifs, alors que ces blens appartiennent -~ moralement,
glnon juridiquement - § 1a commnaute juive et doivent servir & 1a reconstrustion




©la vie juive, ILa solubion dommée

e la bonne volonté ‘des. démocraties,
u'en partie, les- injustices qut

ger ainsi de la respondabilits- encourue

Far ailleurs; 1g reoonstruction de 1a
laissée & la seuls charge des Juifs ouxe
toute la population survivante des Juifs
Go mendicitd, 11 gera économiquement,impo
d'imposer & la communsutd juive
ot sociale des Juifs européens; ILa-
do millions n'aurait jamsis 4té orid
que les pays d'Buropo, divastis Par la.guorro,-n 0
voir par lours Propros moyons & loup rdconstnuctl,o,n - : o1t ;
1'aide intornationalo dans la mBme mosure. au. moing . qu ubres pouplos -

cours fournis par les Juifs ot ] ,do'u;oi';g;pqnsée ]

qQue los Juifs sont 1ibérds do lour dovoir 3 . =:constitucrént uno aide =
supplémontairo. L'amplour ¢t la comploxité duy prob'lb épassontlos possibi-
‘lit4s dos socours juifs privés; ¢'ost aux agenecos gouvomomontalps qui yion= -
dront en aido & 1'Zuropo ot & 1tasic apros la guerre qu'il appariendra de-
lo résoudre, - - :

Lo ché@timont des coupables do orimos ‘eommils contre los Juifs constitue une
autre de nos domandes. II ng 8'agit pas do vongosnce, Maig i1-faut approndro- .
au mondo quo des erimos, tels que coux qui ont 444 commis par-los Nezis ‘ot Lour
allifs, ne pouvent pas domourer impunis ... Cteat 14 uno ¢ondition négogsaire

1'4quilibro. moral dans lo “monde-de-dunrin T Nous do=—
vons notor avec satisfaction que les chefs dos Nations Unios ont. & maintes re-
priscs proelamd co principe at affipmé lour décision de 1tapplhver. R

. Ces demandos sont simples; elles d4coulent toutes dtune mlme idéo, & savoir
que l'on doit faire pour nous autant que pour les autres pouples, ' Nous ne g
voulons rien do plus, mais rien do mcins, -

Mais le vrai problbme oxistait avant Hitlep. Et 8'il stost Jamais trouvé
un moment dons 1'histoire juive quand le pouple Juif avait le droit dtingis~ -
for uno fois pour toutes sur une solution du probldme de naturo & dcarter &
tout jomais sos caus & notre pouplé. dos conditions.

gédie actuol]:e... 6o moment
o8t vemu.. (¢ blogu des demandes Juivesine pout avoir.de -

- signification historique s'i] n'aboutit pas A 1a.domandéi;d"établi'spom_erxﬁ;; do
L1'Etat Juif (Jowish Commonwoalth) on Palostine, - TR T

Nous no domnndons pes L'émigration foredo,
dans lours pPays d'origine ont co droit ot doivent
tut entériour. Mais qui se roconmaltra le droit

ot des femmes & recommencer lour vio sur lgs tomb parents assassinés?
Iz domando d'un Btat Juif g d4bord4 los limites du parti Siomste ~ 1'énoms: -
majorité dos Juifs du monde entiep insiste pour que tolle solt ‘la-golution- .
Gomnée au probldme Juif; une réparation réelle nous ost dua Par le monde Aémb-
cratique, réparation pour la tragédie do 1a dernidre déeades olls ne peut eon-
sistor quo dans 1'établissemont do 1'Etat Juif,oh chngquo Juify: vem\ntf'd'E\xrope"
ou d'aillours, colui qui ddsire y alier comme celul qui y est:forcé, sora roqu
ot trouvera rofuge.
Notre Gemando do représentation Juive dans les conseils des Fiats est néges-
sairo pour 1'eboutissemont do nos dormnédes., Des questions de vie ou de mort
bour notro pouple sont & 1'ordre du jour de toutos 1os Conféronses internn-
tionales, présentes & tout Jemais nous fier au bon
vouloir d' © fait quo 1fEtat: julf niexiste
ur nous oxelure do 00s conseils, -
) uffisant, ens d'admission do:membres ne ropré~
sontant nueun Gouvernoment, mais s‘ibgoant, ne seralt-ce gu'en qualité de conseil,
I1 oxiste des moyens simples, démocrntiques, de faire droit aux demandes-de-1a ma-
Jorité de notre pouple ot de recomnaitro 10 droit dvhommes A'Etat habilités &
lo représentor, Do quol droit nous imposerait-on une ¢ondition qui ntest . )
oxigdo dar J4ire 1'unanimité? Son aéfaut “ost un bon
mais oo n'est bas uno raisorn:.

pour ne pos 1l'accordor, n'avons ni Gouve:
Padoment, niAtribunc\ux, ni polico pour sanctionnor la volontd de la
devons-nous otre punis oncore dnvantage en n'étant
los débats dont dSpondra notre avenir? Io premiop
onneftro on tant quo pouplo




T8le’ atdtudiar los »q!ofgtim}g ayant pour;

.Une nation est aussi puissante dans s politique:étrangbro: quo se politiqua.’s
intériourc ost’ forto; nuouno anslyse do nosa problbmes'nctuqlb'pb;sogait:cogplbto,
81 ollo ne tonait compto des quostibns,qui'ae?poaent g
loure. Le Congrds Juif Mondial a touj
son ossonce,. un probléme international,
ons libres-et égaux, ou bien notre. peupl 3
6'i1 est gindralomont admis aujourd*hui -que 1tisolationiafie a Aol al
les Bfets, 11 est,cortainemont uno impossibil;tifpﬁﬁihnéuﬁofGos:popﬁi
peurt juif. Tous les probldmes que jo viens d'indiquéj,ho;pghvont'otrr
que par uno ontente et uno coopération intornationalp'enyrg'los/diversOS
nautés juives, Uno approche approfondic do ocs prob
activités du Congrds Juif Mon
senco d'un personnel 4t
tales du mondo, ] 38"
lo monée d'aprés-guerrs solont résolus; aucun do ces problémes: ne nous ost: :
étronger. On pouvait pout+otro produiro des orgunents contro unoftollo'cgopeg
ration dans los jours passis, lorsqua 1'isolationisria ,fldrisshit on-Amériquo::
ot ailleurs, Aujourd'hui, ces arguments sont sans valour,:  Ia ma jorité ‘dos: Juifs
st prote A coopérer; & cot égard, je notoc avoo satisfaction'1e'bohtact;6troit'—
étebli par le Congrds Juif Mondinl avee la "Amorican Jowish Conforénge" gux
Etata-Unis, nveo 1o "Board of Deputios"en'Grande-Bretngno et, évidemmbqt,fﬁvoc
1 "Jowish Agency for Palestine", Sous ce rapport, jo dois signalor In ndecess
8it? de renouer ot de reffemir les liocns ontre les Juifs dy monde 7 - .
centicr et la communauts Jjuive de 1'U,S.S.R.. Ce.sora long of Cifficile, mais, plus-
1o Russie prend & sa ¢harge de responsabilitds internationdles, plus lo mur;qui
siparnit les Sovicts du roste du monde s'cffrite, Uno do nos tﬁphos i'ntérioures -
cssentiollos consistora & ramoner la comrmunauté juive russe dans-1'orbite’do la
vie juive ot & fairc appel A ses grandos rossourcos of & sa compétonee ‘pour 1a -

--roeonstruetion de-1a vio -juives — ——. —— I L

Jo 1'ai déja dit, il n'y o d'unanimits ChoZ aucun peuplo, Exigor des ddei-
sions unanimes sorpit donner une prime & cheque minoritd, si insignifinnte  soit~
elle, qui ne sernit pas £ss0z disciplinéo pour s'inclinor devant los vosuk de la
ma jorits, Nous n'avons ni le temps, ni les moyens d'obtenir cotte unanimité,

Je suls convaineu que 1'immense majorité ces Juifs -est aujourd'hui unie; los de-
mendes essenticlles du Pouple juif dans lo monde d'aprés-guorre sont'losusiennes,
tant on ¢ qui-concerne 1a Palestino quo les probldmes de la "dinspora",” Si 1a
grantc majoritd ost d*accord, commo c'ost 1o cas, cola suffit pour qutil y ait
action communc; los minorités qui refuseront do s'inelinor n'auront qu'd rostor
cn dchors., 2 -

Depuis plusieurs générationsdy pouple a portor.de responsn-
bilitésAussi lourdes quo- 1a ndtre., i T consistorait & ol
faire pordrc aux Juifs survivents leur foi dans L'humanité ot dons loun:propro=i7 -

Jo no suis pas de coux qui essajont do volr la rinlité moiliourg- qutelio:
quo sl los survivants parmi 1o ‘pouple i
ur courage, nlors - malgré- toutos 1os gouf
08 séricusement moneicdy. < ts i 3
quo pouplo soraplus qQuo-
Je parlo oncore sous 1l'impression toute ‘frafeno
de mon sé jour en Pnlostino - nous ne dovons pas evoir do eraintes, -Dans 1‘immonhse
lutte entre notro pouple ot 1o Nazisme, nous sorons fincloment los vainguours, bion
qu'cyant ou 3 payor coette victoire par 1cs vies d'un iticrs ou dtun q
Juif, Nous dovons componsor cette perto bpar un plus grond dévouemen:
charge de responsnabilitds plus louréos, 10s comunautds juivos de ‘1
Occidentalo, qui ont jusqu'iet oceupé dos places do seco
¢t venir se mettre on avant, 1t

11 dépondra de nous. que,
un grand et nouvel avenir -
pour le pouple Jjuif;sinon, 4 ifs d'Rurope marquera le dé-
] but‘d'uno période do déelin 3 gration de notro pouple,Los doux dvontud+
%:4  lités sont réclles, mais la @cision finnle, lo choix d4pondont
retion, 1aAplus tregique entre toutes, pout. oncoro 8t
jouer-1lo réle quo 1'histoire ay peuplo juif lui desti
8abilité do montrer le chomin, dqtun passé tragiquo, A
vers un avenir nouvoeau,

* * * *

11/24/ad-ogs-
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INTRODUCTION &~ -
T0 REPCRT ON ACTIVITIES ;
OF THE VARIOUS DIVISIONS OF THE:
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT QOF THE:WORLD

FREFACE

The following report, submitted to the Emergency Conference,ce
the World Jewish Congress, is sub-divided into several parts

being an historical survey of the development of our ,aé,ti\'ri.t -

the end of 1942, The further portions are devoted to. tho various ‘aspecte

‘of the World Jewish Congress relief activities, .as they have ‘developed

in the course of the last two years: the imnmizration alq activities :

and indiyidual service; relief activities for displaced persons}-relief. i+
activities for Jewish refugee groups in various countries; our activities

in connection With the UNRRA and other intergovernmental relief ‘bodiesy
activities around the establishment of the Standing Committee for Relief

and Rehabilitation; our special activities for Polish Jewry ;. .preparations . -
for the registration of Jewish communal property, etc, - B S

Each of these reports was prepared by the person in direct charge-of-th
respective work., Together they form a composite picture of what was ...
done or attempted by the World Jewish Congress in the vast field called :
Relief and Rehabilitation, the importance of which, tremendous though

it was in the last few years, may still grow in the years to come,’

The portion on our activities for Polish Jewry was incorporated in its
entirety in the present report despite the fact that it also con tains
parts devoted to the political work and to pablications issued-by the -
Polish Department of the World Jewish Congress. The line of ‘demarcation
between the political and rehabilitation work of the Congress, vague ™

as it may be in certain respects, is still less clear in the §pécial work
done for the Polish~Jewish martyr population, el

A few remarks may be added as to the common derominator binding all “thése
reports, various though their contents might be. The fact that all of

them may be regarded as falling under the headline of Relief and Rehabi

tion, is not the only justification for their joint publication; *Tha' ..
specific cheracter of the Relief and Rehabilitation. work done by the -7
World Jewish Congress is explained to & considerable degree intheihistoric:
part of the report. Our relief work is, from this point:of view, -par

and parcel of the activities of the Congress, which- subdivided-as they SRR |

are into different sections, are based on the fundamental idea that whatw
ever is done for the Jewish veople, mist be done by the people itgelf
and mst be the expression of the will of broad sections of the Jewish-
Population; that the unity and solidarity of the Jewish Ppeople throughout
the world, regardless of geographic boundaries mst not only’ be proclaimed,
but also realized in everyday life; that there exists a strong-contact

and interdependence between the different fields of the Congress activities;
and that the anomaly of the situation of the Jewish people, which hae

found its most terrible expression in the past few years, requires specific
methods of work, and cannot possibly fit into the routine work, es it

is to be found--and perhaps rightly so--in the relief machinery of other
nations. Out of those fundamental assumptions grew the ‘close contast which
we have tried to keep with Jewish public opinion and with representativés
of the Jewish population, in fixing the details of the work to be done

as well as in the process of its realization. : :

"A Relief Committee was established by us as early as 1940, consisting of
representatives of American Jewry and of various Buropean Jewish comminities
who were frecuently invited to hear reports on the current work and discuss
plane as to the work still to be done. Our friends in the aifferent coun- . - .
tries have received the minutes of the meetings of this Committee and,in thi-




way,. have been able t

views %o us; ™ The'wor

with the organization .concerned-an

of ‘Polish:Jewry and -the:Ameridan: F'e

also made to establish contact wit]

other-countries; .-At tresent we .are;

by inviting representatives of ather;

ticipate in our vork. . The Standing :¢ 0
tion, from the very ‘beginning, recruited  the best 881Dl
the different fields of 1ts activitissi in- hirs,,rv:ay;;ambz‘;g;
the one to be followed inour relations with the UNRRA" g5
upon ®with experts who also Tepresent 4l Fen; E
are being made to have the Sub~Committes.

the Standing Committee en this“cooptior

be directly delegated by Pean representa

same way, the registration of Jewish commmnal” propart
cooperation with the Commitiee" compoged- of Tepresenta
Jewish commanity, since Polish—-quish cor&mné.lfprdpe
first, e i

As:said before, also the practical relief work in “the differen
and especially the relief work for refugee groups »wa's,—wheiiev’é
done through representatives of such groups,- 1imiting - the direo!
vention on the part of the World Jewish Gongress: to a mi

Vot lese clear was the special character of thé Rélief. nd -Rehabilitatio

work arising out-of the consciousneas of the unique situatlon and. &
8Pecific problems of the Jewish ‘people.  Pure and:simple’rel] f separated . -
from political activities," which may be the ryle amangothe nations, 1o
is not tenable for us, Whenever necessary, our relief work has. tak 7
advantage of the political machinery of the Congress. - This found Aty
strongest expression in that is, 'as. long a5 the
rescue activities were o : ‘of
rehabilitation, v

in our relations with the Intergovernmenta.l re

sovernments and military anthorities; however,

also in other fields of our activities,

if convinced that this is of importanc

tiveness of our work,

The pioneer character of the work done
of this consciousness.

for other organizations., of course, great difficulties:k :
The risk of funis ang energy was involved iy many- gtepstofiith
we never hesitated to take thege chances, :




3 )3

organizations; - Ou

‘tunately mainly Yimi

tion in-the Proceeds

South América; efforts:

of inférmation and byl

more permanent basis, were not Very - success
‘burden of our work:aid not-allow us t6:
- to this rather important problem; for. th
between us ‘and the HIAS in‘thefie

be materialized, prévar,grgpz_‘ese Xd

pated, in their - pergonal capacity; - iniou
cooperation has been most: valuable,:

Committeé on Relief and Rehebvilitation:

the cooperation as experts of prominent a8
organizations and of strongthening; ~in' this. ay.
them and the World Jewish Congress ;

Within the limite of our modest f:inagciai “possibilitics;
same time, tried to help organizations who
deserving. Subsidies were g

AMsatian Jewry, ani‘a
as the granted amounts were, they efct Y
or committees to continume ani

supoorted by us, However may e
especially’ with the ‘associations’ o
Lithuanian Jews, where the: actual ¥

of our organization,

work of rehabilitation, - It may even,wi {

have found its expression in the spocial’fepo ts:devoted
Committee on Relief 'a.nri,Reha.bil itation, "to-our ‘fel
mental bolies and o Tezistration of Jew I

ment was primarily dictate 3

tremendous task of savine

of destruction by hunge )

on the one hand, & great ang responsible

to be prepared ani the concrete work "t be AonE™

the other, makes it clear that such tasks™cai ney

the effort of the Jewish pesple alons or ‘even’ mainly: throdgh Jewish means,:

unfortunately very limited; but even had -t}"lé' “bebn considerab
in the past, and even if they are Aestined’to nereasy
the main work to be done still lies in the fi61d70f Tehab Litation; where,::
due to the position of the Gongress, with 1%s: political and-orzanizatic
possibilities and thedifferent contacts ‘established with many: of ficial’
and private bodies, great and; perhaps, even decisive achic &

be expected. . . SRR A

The means vhich we have had at our disposal  for our-relief ag

Problems'arising out of this situation will:'be

at our Emergency Conference. Tt may therefor

them merely within the 1imit 8  of ‘this preface;

that this new rehabilitation work of the »\‘lorl Jewi
affected our rélief gctivities

will appear-from-the

the course of the last year, especialdy’in
with the UNRRA and in the-Standing Gommit 08 Relist
and vhich may be enlarged in the v‘ery‘negr‘futur‘e-by'th'é




of our courses for social-work and of: he Counc il of Internatio:
tary Relief Agencies are.bassd on thes me’ fundamental” ideclogy
is characteristic of our’relief work; Never in-our -nesotiatic
the UNRRA or with other Intergovernmental bodie have w

any of the principles mentioned at the beginningsof  thil
contrary, whenever nécessary, -We.8tress-and underline: 108

time ani again., The samé Tefers to our.S§ ¥ ng:Committe
sections, though they may comprise perso n8Twithd se ay

to time even contradictory opinions, and:though:

even planned by us t6 influence them,ars ‘based

of the unity of the Jewish peopls and ‘of - tl

whatever is done on behalf of 1ts vital ‘intere

conducted in the same spirit, as will any instid

rehabllitation which may still be croated in. theimonth

in accordance with the future structurs of the Relief ‘and:Rehabil
work of the World Jéwish Gonzress, - This may. serve as acgu
share in the effort to help, in: the : n

var, ‘to find for the Jewish

future.

Arieh "I‘ia'r’caquﬁrep S -

November 1944
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THE RZLISF AGTIVITY OF -THE /ORLD JETI'ISHLGOI‘IGRES

by A, Alperin

The problem of relief work was taken up at the véry - inception of the = -0
Jorld Jewish Congress. The ‘forld Jewish Congress adopted the principle-that .=
Jewish relief activities should be centralized and conducted in ‘atcordancs -wi
the needs and spirit of the Jewish masses, with particular attention-being
given to permanent results rather fhan palliative measures. - lloreoves; i
the view of the Torld Jewish Congress that relief activities-are n
isolated function but are intimately tied up with political works

A political effort can often counteract the effect 6f material losses
to such an extent that demands for relief will be greatly reduced. " This assump-
tion has been proven true in a number of political rescue campaigng conducted <
by the orld Jewish Congress even before the war. A case in point -is-that of: " .
the 5,000 Jews in the Saar area, whose security was threatened.when- that Yegion:
was incorporated in Hiftler Germany. Thanks to a vigorous political -éffort. by -
the World Jewish Congress, opportunities were provided for -the eémigrationsof - .
the Saar Jews, who were also allowed to transfer their property..- Thus what
would have been a serious relief problem was avoided. . To-some extent; also;
similar results were obtained by the political efforts of the. Torld Jewish- )

Congress before the Jar, on behalf of Jews in Rumania.and Danzig.

Relief questions were discussed at the first Jorld. Jewish’ Congrésyg din:
Avgust, 1936 in Geneva. At that spssion the former-General Secretary of ~the
Executive of the Jewish Torld Relief Confsrence, Israel Jefroikin; deliveré -
an 4ddress concerning the need to reorganige Jewish relief-activity in ‘order
to centralize it and particularly to make it conform with the: neéds and spiy :
of the Jewish masses. A number of resolutions were adopted by the Torld Jewigh.
Congress in line with these recommendations. . B ToErinan Uhnn

In its early years, because of its arduous and interisive-political activis: 7
ties, the Jorld Jewish Congress was unable to make concrate pr'og;'eés An‘organs .
izing relief activity in accordance with its principlés. In preparation for 7
this task however, the 7orld Jewish Congress carried 6ut, over the last three
years before the Jar, an earnest and profound investigation of the economic
situation of the Jews in Europe and the underlying causes of Jewish economic-
destitution in most of those countries. A special department of the World
Jewish Congress, organized for this purpose and directed by the late lamented
economist, Professor Georg Bernhard, former editor-in-chief of the Vossische
Zeitung, published a.report shortly before the outbreak of the Jar c¢ontaining

much valuable material about the Jewish economic situabion inBurope;: -  nY

The great Jewish catastrophe which begen in Eastern’ Europé’ shortly before
the outbreak of hostilities in September, 1939, caused’leading figures in the -
orld Jewish Congress to undertake immediate relief and Trescue work without:
further preparation. Dr, Nachum Goldmen, Chairman of ‘the Congress. -Administra-
tive Committee, proposed a central agency for world-wide Jegwish relief work-in. -
view of the urgent necessity and great value of such a body for the purpose
of rationalizing this activity. As early as September, 1939, ‘Dr. Goldman had
begun negotiations with the Parisian offices of Jewish relief organizations.,

The first impression derived from these negotiations were. that ICA-("Jewish -
Colonizatien Association," a foundation financed by Baron Maurice de -Hirsch)
and the Emmigrants Aid Society HIAS--ICA (Hicem) would have joined such-a S
union of relief organizations, It is certain that Jewish relief organizations

in Great Britein would also have joined. But in their negotistions with' I




‘6n behalfiof Jewish
tims" organized fo
first hedded by’
heim, - (head of th

from the very bégiiiniilg. : ‘I'iie"jcol;],’ép o-0f Poligh Jem D
such dreadful forms-that ‘there was: g ‘splri
the War, making it7all’ the more- diffioult to organize reolidf

Jewigh Congress:was-the £firgtté try to 'master th
off from oecupied Poland in the very firbt-we

gress quickly ‘organized projects for assiatanc
boring countries -through-1ts" committees and contact
which had participatad in thé- current aetiviti
Special Committees of Assistance Were:establ
Slovakla, Lithuanis,:and Latvia,: to" which coi

was flowing, Mr.Reisd Was sent £6 Rumenia;

nunbera of Polish Jewish refugees was:concen!

Werld Jewish Congress to conduct relief wotk

To orgaﬁize immediate relief, déteimin
establish conneetions hetWeen,thém and’the outer

the forld Jewish Congress undertock at onces The.(Geneva Offic
tact with all countries bordering on Poland, and gave Oongress.
assigmment of registering the refusees and -digtrip medi

After a short time the main offi_cer,o,ir‘ the! Com 8
Geneva received its first ligts of refugees in Rumania:and Hungp,

were distriduted to.branches and reprosentatives. of the World Jewish '
all countries and to-the Jewish pross in Burope end:the Americas

the first contacts between Polish refugees and

world over. Simultaneously the Compittee of As

tors from .the refugees t0 their relatives in o

ica, thus building bridges over vwhich .tho 6

~adjustment. :

In the first six months of the War, over 10,000 "such ) Pa throvgh:
the Committee in Genevas. This in the atmosphere of -shockod helplessness. which pre
vailed among Jewish social work agencies was an achiévement of extraordinary: si;
nificance. I% was a lifeline for tho,usands'of,destitute;l\iprooted—Je’ws."—’lend‘;it
brought the first consolation to their relatives: anxiously ‘awalting néws 81l ov
the world. Soon the refugess began to receive cabled, letters;. transmissiong o
money from their relatives.  This contact wag maintained and exXpanded with:the L
slgtance of representatives and committees of $he-World Jewish Congress in-the '«
various countries. In 1%2, a special department for seeking out relatives: wag i
established in the Congress Office in New Yorks SRR c TR

Even more important were. the efforts to discover the new: addredses. of dis
rupted Jewish families in ocoupled Poland it&elf and to-establish contact with ™
thelr relatives abroad, at the first opportunity. -Af'ter the Hitler BIite attack
upon Poland, Jews fled in penic from:-olty to eity, ‘and- eventually fowid themselve
in g wide variety of new places. Through the direct commection between the World
Jewigh Congrees Committee of Assistancé in Géneve and “the Héad Office of: the'l
ternational Red Cross, also in Geneva special-inquirles wers {ndtituted at ¢

time to discover new addreases’iin"Pdl’a‘ﬁdT'Iix"‘éBﬁs_'eQuence letters bozan 4o arrive
from Jews in Poland through the Red Oross and ware brangmitted to relatives abron
particularly in the United States. ‘The significance of this contact cannot bo -
underestimated and it brought considerable assistance, as:1ong ag it was possible
$o tranemit the letters. In.this achivity %00, ‘many, many thousa ) Wt
Tamilies in Poland wore assisted by belng brought into contact with relativ
abroad threiugh the Committess of Assistance of  the. World Jewish Congresse ' '




These committess

muni £y and of ‘repré;
beginning  they rece

The congtant tlireat that refuzces
of pemanent imnigration for theme -In this:
Qomnittess:of-dssistance did’outstanding wo
beginhing, ‘in-Rumanias A small number
United: States and ‘South Américan count
assistance of: the Immigrants:Aid Socloty;
helped only by immigratic alesti
Assigtance- took this projectas-its o
of the Jewieh-Ageney in Jerusaleém, T e
gress in Rumania, Mr. Anselm Reiss (fo:
Warsaw) took charze of this work together'w
World Jewish Congress in-Rumania; Dr,. ) i
ance, including representatives nf the Fedsva ior
in Rumania.and of the World Jewish Congregs, T
govermment. at that time, the right was: sécure
tine everything that they had’ brought wit
ed permission to stay in the eowntry uwntili it
for Palestines

" A special problem arose subsequently:
occupled Poland was closed and many rofugee
of them were arrested on the Rumanian gide,
to while they were in prison and efforts. h
immigration to Palestine. Most of- the 6 n
presentatives of the World Jewish Congress in Rum urid
They succeeded in obtaining a certain smount 6f nelp fro
in the country. In thie way, the.intonsive efforts  of-
ance of the World Jowish Oongress resulted,.izn: th n
of the Var, in substantially liquidating the refugce probl 1
as in Hungary at that time. (Suhsequerjtly,theg.new'axid.‘.seve,r :
refugees in Rumania’ and Hungary arose, %0 which.we
the report.) ’ ) S .

Similar activity on a large scale Was’ cond cted byt

the World Jewish Congress in Vilna, whick region was inforpors
and whither, in the first fow months after the Var. broke. out
Polish refugees gathored,  Ald was given chiefly to 7

halutzim or children. Rabbinical academios which tr red ;
occupled Poland Wereé-also assisted. A speaial ‘Home' was ‘88 tablish
child~refugees, vhere thoy were fed and cared for’wn 6dagoglc
In Vilna, too, the Committees of Assistance of the World ‘Jewlsh:
many refugees to immigrate to Palestine, - Travelling, expenses which
larly great in view of the very round-about and difficult ¢

" Palestine had- to be provided. Of g special interest is-th
of a group of 35 child-refugees who had been interned in
since thelr expulsion from Gemany in 1938, end who fled
of the War. he World Jewish Qongress concsrned: 1tself

- ferred them to Palestine, . [ ey RpE

. A considerable group of internees "
after the outbreak of the.War, to Slovalda:

Congress took up their cage and enabled. most 1 to 1

and South American ¢ountries, 4 large huuber of Polish Jewish
found their way at that time to Italy, hopine %0. reach-Palestings
of Assistance of the World Jewish Congress algo: cared fo

 helped them financially in arriving in Palestiney - .




same time to organize assistane

work. - In Burope there was hardly any mone

could be exported from England and France

Buropean countries, already weighed down with'g

no substantial resourcées for Jewish:relief activi

soon the problems arose in.those qountries: themselve
Jewish refuzees who came there. . No substantial

from the Western European cousntries who were stil
States no campaign could be undertaken because of ‘pr u
for the distribution of collected sums: among other -Jewi
there remalned. only the countrles of South America v er

affiliates of the World Jewish Gongress.r

This difficult assignment Wwas undertaken ] the special
World Jewish Congress, .and member of its Adminigtrat
Hellman. In the first year tf the War, Dr. Hellman w g g nd. ai‘ter
a period of preparation opened an office of the Werl ‘Jewish Co grogg - in ~Buenos::
Aires for the whole of South. America, In the early:day 1
Hellman visited several South Anerican countries ‘in’addition to nting,
susceeded in each case in gaining the support of an “imp ing arrar o i
groups for the activities of the World Jewiéh Congress
the Jewish communities of thése countries viXtually all af
World Jevish Congress. The committees of the World. Jewish
in those countries began to conduct fund collecti’
activities. In several cases these were conducte ;
Palestine reconstruction funds. %

. It was these funds with Whlch the Oommitt
able %o carry on and expand its work.

. The chief concern apart from the campaign fop
the first winter of the 17ar~was heow to bring-ai

. Even at that time there was dire need among the Jewss :
established the first ghettos, the earliest one being in Liodze,
came from Warsaw vhich had-gsuffered so much during the-siegés.
undertake a relief-project frem Geneva on behalf of .Jewish war
German-occupied zone of Poland it was necessary  to maké: sure: tha
missions would really be distributed to Jews by the Nazis and:tha

bo done that would break or wesken the blockades ::To obain gurrantoes: to thi 0

effect the leaders of the World Jewish Congress entered. into -protracted ne
tions with the representatives of the International and A-mérican Red dros
Mr. James G+ Nicholson, Ur. lalecolm Davis, Mre Doda(7) :
obtalning the requisite assurances the relief ‘campaign for occupied Poland
gan, taking the form chiefly of transmitting packazes of food and medicnl.
plies. With the assistance of two large Swigs firms.who. deliversd heir L
ducts partly at reduced prices and partly gratis %0 the Commi ttee  of “Ass

of the World Jewish Congress, 14 large ghipment i

from Geneva to the Jewish community in Warsa feod. p g8’ were sent
individual addressees. These shipments wers: extremely_useful 1n view of “the
epidemics vhich were already spreading. e

By the first winfter ef the war, the Committes:e;
had previded a large number of such food packases:
© Poland. Subsequently this project was expandod undsr:the- iire tion” of the
. Main Office of the World Jewish Gongresa, which was traneferred nfter bhe




French collapsde,

packdges was -sent

in Geneva,-a latge pay

their relatives. : Many packages

of -the ¥orld ‘Jewish Gongress  to por:
in Poland gub d by various-Po Y
weére paid.for- by the Oangress at:

: In the early paricd it was alsc 1
of cagh to occupied Polénd, withou,tﬁlenr Ng:Any
Nazi Germany. . The Commitise of “Assistanceof
Succeeded in transmitting money:for the elie

Polish areas goverred-by Soviet Russis up
Poligh Zlotys. Occasional opportuniitie
these regions. -

The World Jewish Congress also bogan &t
sums of money to the Special Relief Committee {n
order to assist Jewish Rafugees from Pel‘anr Wh

The Committes of Assistanes in Gonova, for
the outbreak of the war, supported severnl ‘hundred.  J owi
Czechoslovakia whose parents had been deported toithe J
in Iublin by the Nazis. : 3 :

4 very important resuce project was carried ut:by 1
Geneva in the beginning of the war on behalf of internessin“concenti
chaps 10 Poland. With extreme effort 531-internees. in Gaips:
the possibility of emigrating and thereby literally're

The devoted labor of the leaders of the World Jewish Congress:
Committees of Assistance in Geneva led to noteworthy results in-the:
period. The address of the Committoo became widely kmowr:
all over the world, as well as among tommented Jews in_o0ccup
a rescue office which did not fail %o answer whenever its-nid wm;

The relief activity in Geneva wng conducted by understan ing
persons rendy for any sacrifice in order to ald or .rescue

Their devotion was soon called upon by a new éatastrophe.
befell many thousands of Jewish refugees and the well established 0
commnity of France. . : ! R g

- 3 -

Only a small part of the Jews in Norway, Denma
Able to escape before the Nazis seized those countrics;’
dey days of 1940 a great stream of Jewish refugees flowed Y :
Frence. The panic-stricken and dlsorganized mass was soon-géen in dg o
and then in Southern France also. The rofugee masses on ‘the-roads:of France’
were swollen by the Blitz ndvance of Gernany intc Northeryn Frande and ‘soon
into Paris itself, Together with a large mass of non-Jewish ‘popilati
scores of thousands of Jews fled from tho Fronchcapl tal toward )

The number of Jewish refugecs assembled in the. sirmer o

unoccupied zone of Southorn France viag estlnated

ed-in the city of ;
Hore than Belfof the rofugees were utterly destitute and had t6'.%
with the most clementary necessitios. Jowigh social ngonciss oV
whelmed by the speed and extent of the digaster. and the' refugees. renain
uncared fors Local Fronch suthorities begen t0 give Hesistance ‘to’ the, re-
fugess on register, but accepting such help soon involved the dnngor of
being sent back to n concentration canp (as actually happened. later to neny.
refugees who were registered for govermient relief)y  Hampered: by lack of -
means, the Jewish cormunities in many Places undertook a nodest relief actl~’
vity, but in the final analysis, the pituation of scores of . thousands of i i .
Jewish refugeos in the unoccupied zoneg ¥as extromoly severs and in' man:
cases desperate, ’ . kN ) BN

The World Jewish Uongress office which transferred from Paria to: = -
unoccupied zones immedintely proceeded to organize rellef work.
of June, 1940, the first m
Toulouses, Hoon also, the

Geneva sent the first suns of money with pog‘gibleftq'mdgrtgké' ®

& nore coaprehensive reldef activity, Representatives of the Toulouse Come’
mittee visited the refugoe centers, large and sially agquainted: thendelyes -
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 theso emtegaries 1t
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‘Alnost similtanaously $he Main 01

having Peen transferred, frém
Tartakower, ~the General Sacre

2 _Dr.Nachun Goldman, Togeth

, ary, 40
nitiee set up By the World Jewish Oongres
‘Wi

becemo, the eenter of Tolief. wo

7 The ‘4ntei ive relief work undertake
New York extended ‘to tha then unocéupl ed:Zon

assemblage of refugees An France

clainéd: the! g

sistance for thousands of deatitute-reft

was provided,

Logel ald was nlso org

selves involved in a.mmber of legal questioms one

" 1in places-t6 which they had fled.
olent at that time to cause one to
tion not only cash support,
distridbuteds Nor was

-ba.Bant: to
-but-a3go-clothing,;
any opportudlty lost to reach &

The slightest formal i deuras,
neontration’oanp
food, at

individusl problems, despite the: confuged - situation

fact the maln Purpose
timegs The directors
to establish farms for

of .the relief work of the Worl Jowi
of relief work ir :

marked considerable sums for this purpose.’

one near Toulouss in
Those farmg gradually developed
fugees, who were thus not only
fied by finding decent work

very early,

Viaros and
and expended
able ‘to find i :
and a free, comradely milidu,
refugees, while working on the fams,

n0. longer needed :

concentration Gempe "to which all memployed;v pérsons ‘sa

larger cities wers conslgned.,

The problem of aiding internees in French canps, “whi
the attention of the World §ewish Congress even befors the:

creasingly severe.
the unoccupied Zone,
refugees,

Scores of thousands of refugees. wert terne
the greater part of thqn'conéigting of:Goman
The directress of the Gormittes of :Asgistance of

Congress obtained remission to visit the canps- &nd acquaint’

needs of the internges.
and sick from the canps,

Later,
conditlons in French concentration

Efforts were undertaken in ord
and aseistence wag Provi

when reports began to arriv

carps,

helds: If the %
1t"was 1a

ugees who crossed the

comtries, especially Portugal,
Overseas comtries. The stream of
&an as early as June, 1%40.
about 15,000 refugees in Portugal,
to countries across the ocean.
were roquired to find
mission t0 reside in the cowntry,

were found, arose. 4 Cormittee of
the finaneial>support of the World
and legal aid to these refugoos,

until such 'oppqx;tun:}.ti'e,s'

with the intention of enigrating from ther

Jewish refugees from France t6' Porbugal: be

Soon after the collapas:of Franss; there were: -

a large part of whom applied for immigratio:

The remainder had £6.be: gupported and efforts
therm places to imigrate.. 1

‘Hore-too; the provlem of ' p
L for dmigration :
Aseigtance ‘was established in Portugal, with

Jewiel Congress, in‘order 4o extend mater

Another group of refugess from France arrived in North Afrisa (in

and Spanish Moroees)

and concentrated chiefly in Casablanca and Tangicrg.

both cities, Committesp of Aspistance wero ootablished 2o-ald the-refuges
were suffering wder Very mpyorg diffioultie

to organize

Rolief Department of the World
financial ageistance
France, Pormgal,
to £ind places to which they might
- actually removed to new homas.

to both places. 0
and North Afriocn, the World Jewish;cp_ngreae'constanﬂ:y trove

Throughout - the frlals of ‘the refugees in

funigrate; and thus a- lar,




In the. summer a0 -ar
refugees who found T Way thare.t !
the United States, Palestine

a special representahve in the’ Fay East who “conduoted
Eobe and later-in Shanghel, the Rélief Department ofthe
in New York -carried out pignificant’ work -

deavored at the sams time t0 ‘enablé -them %o eni

Jerish Congress worked in collaboration with:t

for Eastern Jewish Refugees for which- it;

ag" this was possible, that i

In the second half of 1941, the World Jewish -Congress ertoo
lief project for Jews. in Oroatin, where the Jewlah' population ha
vhelmed by a catastrophic gltuation, Jews W
had to 'be supported and maintained alive.

During the early years of the War, the World J’ewish NZreos:

its relief activity to every place where refugees wers found.
& few hundred families of refugees were supported ‘in- Igtanb
- detained on thelr way to Palestine« Bimilarly;: small group of " €

fugdes from France, who were in the French fiiden, Were suppor ted he World,
Jewigh Congress, and a finanoial guarentee was given for ‘tha™ migration Q
60 refugee families to Australis., While it was still-possible; a substantial
shipment of clothing was sent for Jewish refugeces intémmed upon -the Isla:n “of
Rhodes. Until Pearl Harbor, support was eent from New York' T Y

"local representatives of the World Jewish Congresa xtended relief:
200 Polish Jews who had come there on their way &

unoccupied zone of France, where the representatives of ~the" Worl,
gross, after protracted efforts, were able to obtain the . réleat

able nuiber of interned Jews from cemps and %o establish special pef
for thems At the seme time, the relief work in the ceinps “themselv
nented. Food packages, clothing, and medical supplieg were: sent
ternees. The World Jewish Congress-also exteénded. thé scoPe-of 1t

to destitute refugees in unoccupied France, into’ all the snall towns
loges where the refugses were disperaed. o

In 1943. the Rellef Department of the World Jewish Gongress office inﬂ :
Yew York, together with the American cormittee of M0sef: gent a shiyment: of:
3,000 wnits of serum for injections againet.spotted typhus-£0.the ghettos
Poland. This transport was sent directly to the ghettos, thanks’ to ‘th
. of the Polish govermment, which obtained a special: bl mit for this S purpo

A special ‘branch of the relief work of -the World Jewieh Gongross
fered assistance to individual communal leaders vho, £0 ¥ T :
conngéted with the War, had fallen into diffioulties. special fund wa
raised in order to give such individuals necessary -loans: br: suppords 4
was afuinistered either directly by the World Jewlsh Oongress representatives
or by prominent individuals in various countries who were ‘entrusted with ce
taln suns foir such purposes. Assistance of thig dort wag granted in a confl
dential and disereet manner. In many cases, the persong alded were. leading:
figures vhose legal status in certain countries was:ingecure “end.who had been
arrested or interned. A few hundred -such perasons were rescusd from’ I‘rance.r
Lithuania, and other- Nazi—occupied. countries: by ‘being ena'bled ‘$0, - immi
the United States.

The Rellef Department of the World Jewish congress offic .
together with the Oommitteo' of Aeslgtance ip Geneva not only helped 1ndiv-&due1
who were endangered, but also such 1nst1tutions ag' ] s Hochialu




continusd 1t§ wosk in Sovict Polish ,
Similarly assistance was oxtended 1o’ evae
above. . R :

In nany cases the Relisf Departnent -k d " $o share-port o oxtrénely
costly expenses of immigration-vhen rofugees-had that opportinity Such’ wasthe
case for the thousands of refugees from Rimaniay “Lithuanis, bnd’ othor countriss
who went to the United States ~ partioularly vhen halutzin hildren were i)

- volved. The same wag true in the already mentioned’c¢ase
succgeded in liberating Rundreds of internees fi 1o N
enabling them to mmigrate, and also.when ‘endangered comnwial lea
from Burope to America. Often, 88pecially with regard ‘£o. thos
the sums of money were very large because the trip had. 6 be. FOHS
of Buropean Ruesia, through Siberia to Vladivostok, and: from th’ere_vir.\, Japa;
the Pacific to San Francisco. A series of conferences between reprosentat
the Relief Department of the iorld Jewish Gongress and: repregéntatives:of; §)
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee And -the Immigrants!. Aid-Society;
Hicem, established a-modus for the partleipation of all three ofganizations in
this projects The World Jewish Congress together with:Zionist Dparties’ assme
the main burden of expenses for all Zionist leaders who had: to:be rescusd.
special subsidy of the American Jowish Congress facilitated the dgcomplish
this great task. E S e

The World Jewish Congress carried out a very important project in 1941 o1
behalf of a group of 86 Jewish refugees on the ship Cabo de Hornos,. vHo.ver
permitted to land anywhere along the Atlantic coagts. There was denger- that: :
refugees would be sent back to Burope, and the iorld Jewish Congress made éxtent
sive efforts to save the refugees, The lain Office in New York and--the Britigh
Section in London communicated with the British goverrment, the Netherlands - s
government, and the governments of a sories of South American gomtti'e‘,Sfcbncez"gs .
ing asylum for the hapless fugitives. Lord Halifax, the British. Arbasgador in: g
Washington, was very helpful to the World Jewish Congress in thoese endeavors: Ao
The Chaimnsn of the British Seetion of the World Jewish Congress, DroafelisPorlaweis’ -

(at present in the United States) wag in constant contact with:Hin-during this- -
period, Eventually the world Jewish Uon £ sion ‘forthe
rofugee passengers on the Cabo d olony - ofiCurac
with a large American Jewish relief organization providing. the financial:guara
tee. This was a very important achiovemont vhich the World Jewish'-Congress

able to effect thanks to its intinate political connections: with: all”Alli
countries --a factor vhich has more than once showed "1t861f: 10" be highly

in relief and rescue work. R kS

The Relief Depnrtment of the World Jewish Congrest utilized the very first:
opportunity which presented ifsmelf to send aid through Palestine %o thousands of -
Jowish refugees on the border of the Soviet Union and Iran, a large number. of. .~
whom were Polish haluteim, 1% immediately sent a substantial sum by ita repre=
sentatives in Paleatine., The money was used in Palestine to purchnge severnl .
large shipments of food angd clothing for the refugees,.to be'distrivuted Anong
the many who were in dire need. Repregentatives of the Poligh government were .
very helpful in thisg project, - R

In the swrmer of 1942, the Relief Departrient of the Giordd Jewish Congress
wndertook an important project on behalf of Jewish refugees in "the ‘Boviet:Union,
ag well as in Teheran where a large number of then were then ‘concentrateds = The:
preject included: T i :

1. a search for relatives of these refugees r,eailiing» in Anerican

countries in order to unite the disrupted fanilies; and

2. the transmission of food, clothing, medical and’other ald t6 the
refugees. A part of the refugess were. ennbled to enigréte, A
special department of the Vorld Jewish Congrees was established:: -
for this work, fThe report of that departrient will be found in.

a separate section.
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE. DIVISION -

FOR DISPLACED PERSONS -

by BRI
Chaim FTinkelsteln

Immediately after the outbreak of the war in the fall of 1939, ﬁh,egWorlgi
Jewish Congress embarked upon the work of ‘locating relatives-ang Teuniting
families broken up because of the war, However, the coursé of the war, -
the occupation of almost all of Europe by the Germans as well as the
transfer of the World Jewish Conzress headquerters to: the-United States
for a time disrupted this Wwork, which had already been begun in Genéva.:
The World Jewish Congress Division for Displaced Persons.vas created

in the latter half of 19423, By that time, the ‘picture of -almost total
destruction of Jewish life in Burope, had begun to emerge in all itg. - }
brutal clarity, Due to the Planned cruelty of the Germans, never before -
in the history of manking hage 80 trémendous a number of -husbands’ béen
separated from wives and children from Parents as in the present war, :
The longer the hostilities lasted, the more apparent.it: became’ that the .
number of these disrupted families far exceeds even thé most Pessimistic
figures. And, as a result of Nazi Persecutions, new interpretations. |
have been attached to the old concept of “refuges! ‘and the number of
displaced persons has been enlarged by new categories,known as "deporteest,

"persons confined in ghettos" or those sent to "battalions: of fo,rce;l-labqr'f.

Thus, the task of helping members of disrupted families to find “one .another-

is now on a vastly greater scale then was presented during “the last Worla:
Then, it was merely a question of thousands =~ now it coneerns

Whereas during the last war entire families were

entities and the guestion of r ;

rather distant relatives,

from their children and wives from their husbands,

are scores of thousands of children hidden from the German mrderers

in obscure places or wandering about homeless and needing assistance -

to find their families. . ST

BOSTER OF DISPLACED JEYS

Since the autumn of 1942, when the Division for Displaced Persons began

its work of locating refugees and reuniting families, wé have succeeded

in amassing in our files the names of over 82,000 refugees, - In addition

to their names and present addresses, we have also collected the following
data: their ages, parentage, previous addresses and various other pertinent
details. T .

43 of October 15th, 1944, the roster of displaced Jews compiled 1% the
files of the orld Jewish Congresg consisted of Co :

1. REFUGEES FROM POLAYD
_—*'_""-_,“ﬁ

In the U.S.5.R. . 45,271 .
In Teheran, Iran - : 1,000
Arrived through U.S.S.R. & Toheran to .

: Palestine 3,140




Arrived from Itely to Palestine-

Arrived from Teheran to E. Africa’

Arrived from Teheran to N. Africa:__

Arrived from Teheran to Mexico

Arrived from Italy to the free Port Fort i
Ontario in Oswego, N.Y. :

Arrived in Naples, Italy

Joined Polish Army in Middle East

REFUSEES FROM THE BALTIC STATES

In the U.S.S.R.

REFUIEES FROM BESSARABIA
In the U.S.S.R.
REFUGERS FROM RUMANIA

In Palestine
In Aleppo, Italy on their way to Palestine

RIFUGETS FROM YUGOSLAVIA

Switzerland

Bari (Italy)

other Italian Provinces

Suez

Spain
4rrived from Rab Island in Italy
Arrived from Italy to Palestine
Arrived from Italy to Oswego
Arrived from Italy to Faples (Italy)

RTFUGLTS FROM CZRCHOSLOVAKIA

In Bari (Italy)
Arrived from Italy to Palestine
Arrived from Italy to Oswesgo

REFUGE™S FROM BTIGIUM AND FRANGT,
1IN _SWITZERLAND

REFUS™TS FROM GURMANY AND AUSTRIA

Arvived from Italy to Palestine
Arrived from Italy to Oswego
Arrived from Italy to Naples

REFUGTES FROM HUNZARY IN SWITZTRLAND

REFUGEES FROM ITALY
In Switzerland

REFUGZES IN MAURITIUS

DTPORTTED_TO THERTWSIZNSTADT
from Germany, Austria, Holland, Denmark -
‘& France) - 12, 483

DEPORTED 70 BIRKENAY (UPFTR SILESIA) 1, 600

COWFINED IN THE CAMP OF FORCED LABOR AT CRACOW 600

DEPORTED FROM CAMP VITTEL TO 3ERMANY ' 224

MESSAGTS FROM REFUGEES IN OTHER COUNTRIT®S THAN
MENTIONED ABOVE ) 500




MURDERED LEADFRS OF JEWISH LIFE-

MURDERED . LEADERS OF JSWISH LIFE iﬁ LATVIA -

:RAND TOTAL

who are registered with the World Jew:.sh Congress

50,000) are citizens of Poland, of whom over: 45 000 I
ritories of the U.5.5.R., over ;000 have arrived arrived in- Palestlne,
over 330 Jjoined the Poligh Army in the Middle Fast, 140 arrive

The rema.:l.ndet are scattered in East Ai‘rlca Horth Afrlca, Mexico, etc.

The second largest unit in our roster embraces the deportees to Theres1en— .
stadt. Of the over 30,000 Jews confined there, almdst 12,000 are renistered )
in our files-~former residents of Germany, AMustria, Holland, “Denmark,

Frarce and Czechoslovakia. Our files also contain almost - 7,500 names

of refugees from Belgium and France who are now in Swi‘bzerland' over

2 000 refugees from the Baltic States now in the U.S.S.R. and .ovér 1,800 :
refugees from Yugoslavia who are at present iny  Switzérland (460) ,Italy
(over 600); Oswego. (Z00). - :

Refugees from Rumania in our 1lists number 1, 566 persons., Of these, 1,259 .
are at present in Palestine. Refuzees. from Bessarabia,now in “the U, S S.R.;
number 800. Refugees from Czechoslovakla number 683" (203 in Palestine)

Only recently we received the names of 600 Jews who are conf‘med i
camp near Cracow.

Listed in our files are refugees from all walks of life, famous scientists;
physicians, teachers, lawyers, engineers,as well as former bankers, indus-—
trialists, merchants well known all over the world who, overnight, were
evicted from their homes and forced, only too often, bo chanje their
domiciles, .

The age-groups of these refugees range from babies of 1 and 2 to .old people
of 80. The most gruesome feature of this roster is that, all too.of ten,
small children are alone in the world without their parents-and: are all

too frequently ignorant of their parentage and blrthplaces. .

We are constantly receiving new lists of refuszees and’ beforerlong,

believe that our files will contain the names of over 100,000 dlspla

Jews—a figure which cannot be paralleled by any other. organizatlon en agedf )
in a similar task, :

IYQUIRY SERVICE<

The main purpose of our work on behalf of Jewish refugees and devportees
is to help them get in touch with their ‘close relatives and friends and
to reunite them with their families, To achieve this end we employ a
tro—fold policy; , .

Je send %o the Yiddish press,in the United Statés, V‘nﬂla.nd Argentina,
Canada, Cuba, Mexico, Uruguay and other South. Amerlcan Gountries, long
lists of 1nd1viduals seeking their relatives. These, lists are regularly
ovublished and often cover a whole page of the newspaper.. -All Yiddish
newspapers in the United States, as well as-in Canada, Cuba, Mexico,
Uruguay and England are on our mallinn listi

Besides, our releases concerning the refugee service are mailed regularly
to over 120 periodicals all over the United States. The English press
in New York has a rather friendly attitude towards the activities of this
Division. Also the foreign language press is most sympal;he_tic.

e also enJoy the friendly service of 18 Yiddish, English and foreign
languaze radio announcers who broadcast information about the sctivitie
of this Division from about twenty stations,

B, Bvery one of our refugee liste is stenciled, and mimeographed coples are




,_4__

b) Branches and affiliates of .the “lorld Je\ush Congtess -

Avstralia, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rlca “Cuba,
Ecuador, El Salvador, England, Guatemala, Mexico 'Dutch West Ind1es Nmara—
gua, Panama, Peru, Trinidad, Uruguay, Venezuela.._f L

Scores of people visit our New York office dally, searchins our hsts
for the names of their belovéd ones. Since we have. endeavored, in our-
lists, to incorporate as many detalls as possiblé about each individual;
this is of the greatest help to relatives angd friends in recognizing
and ascertalnmg the identity of suspected relatlves amonﬂ t,he refugees.

At the same time, we receive, daily; scores .of 1etters from: people ou(:mde
of New York and abroad—-—m fact from &ll four corners of the earth-s-'
containing anxious inquiries about relatives and frlends.

-It has been the established policy of this Division fo do all-work on
behalf of the refugees in record time; lists conta)nin.; many hundreds
of names are corrected, recorded, filed and stenciled -in-a few ‘days,
Often, even on the very day of their arrival, liste are ‘sent out to the
newspapers, and mimeographed copies mailed to the organizations: which
cooperate with the World Jewish Congress.

It goes without saying that our refuszce lists are anxiously awaited by

our affiliates. The importance of these lists can be ganged by the fact
that the Argentine, Cuban and Mexican offices of the World Jewish Congress
have published special brochures of the refugee-lists. -These organlzatlons
as well as a pumber of other affiliates and divisions of the.Americen
Jewish Conzress in this country, have mailing lists of their respective
affiliates, to whom they send out copies of our refuvee 115(‘.5.

lists are usuall‘y posted in the offlces and swial clubs of. oul -affillatee"
in order to reach the largest vossible nunber of members of . the local
Jewish commnities.

A particularly difficult and responsible task is ‘that of Teceiving people
who come %o inacuire about their relatives. . Most of "them have not heard
from their families since the outbreak of the war in 1939, and are -desper=
ataly anxious to learn about brothers, sisters, parents, and, only too
often, wives, husbands or children.

Not a day passes without some tragic scenes taking place in-.the office

of this Division. Grown men and women weep~--some for joy ab findmg their
families and some from deSvair at not finding their :beloved ones in.our
lists. After our day‘s work, we, in this Division, ‘are often left broken
and exhansted, However t.here is no attempt to lizhten the bturden. or to -
shirk it. The clients who come to the office of the World Jewish Congrees
show trust in and thankfulness for our work,-and this in turn compels )
us to render them conscientious service, This is doubly true in cases
where there are tragic messages to be deliveéred, or vwhen in answer to
inguiries, we receive negative or disheartening replies. - Bad news is
never transmitted by mail, tut during personal interviews, at which we
make a point of urging our clients not to give up hope but to continue
their search. We are morally repaid for our toil by the gratitude of- the
persons who leave the office of the World Jewish Congress, knowing that
they have been among sympathetic friends who are anxious to help- themiy

It is worthy of note that, as a result of conscientlous work, we succeed .’
in finding approximately 20% of the relatives and friends of the refugees
trying to contact their families through our facilities. 'l‘his is s most
satisfactory percentage,

Our activities have called forth the response not only of indi‘}idua,ls




who are personally interested as relativesprr,ﬁ{;qnds -of::theobjects

our search, but also of numerous organizatiofis not con ected-with-the - i

World Jewish Congress. We shall mention here only. the:. ican Red Crosso—
- the New York Chapter as'well as thé National Headquarters: in: ng

During the past several months, we have been’ asked by
Gross to locate 272 persons for whom they'hgld messag
incorrect addresses they were unable -to delive:
locating 53 of ‘these persons. : i

Incidentally, let it be said that we have nuneroGs Géﬁtil’\esrarﬁong our-
clients. Our service is known to be non-gectarian, Lo
TRACING OF REFUGEES

A. In the U.S.S.R.

Simultaneously with our work of informing relatives in the United States

and in other free countries about the whereabouts of theif families'§tranded
all over the world, who are already registéred in our files,  we Have -~
started the project of tracing Tefugees in the U,S,.5.R, and of helping

them to establish contact with their relatives abroad. Howevei‘,i—ip thig -
important and most urgent problem facing us today, . ve have to-overcome

a great geographical difficulty, since it is practicglly impossible to
locate refugees in the far~flung corners of Russia to which they have’

fled. On the other hand, the refugess themselves cannot contact their -
relatives abroad because they have no addresses or, even when they ‘have,

the letters travel for a long time end are frequently lost, -

It is not unusual in the communication with the U.S.S.R. for an exchange
of letters to take more than one year, Telegraphic comminications are
no &t much better, Cables are either not answered, or else.replies. take
many months, Since any sort of relief work, individual or organizational,
now or after the war, mist be based on the geographical whereabonts of
the refugees, the service of locating them in the U.S.S.R! is of special
importance, - k

Trerefore, in the Spring of 1943 we contacted the Jewish Comminity in'"
Moscow and suggested that they cooperate with us in locating refugees.’
As soon as we received their agrecment to our proposal; ¥ b
inquiries. - o

This activity is conducted exclusively by cable and has ,mért;wrirtl’i G-
success. A total of about 2000 cable inquiries referring” t0" 8384 cases’
have been sent to Moscow so far, namely: . MR S

1943 — 1394 inauiries ~ 2091 cases - nunber of éabled words - 14738 -
1944 ~ 504 n 1293 " - n " it 11867. -

TOTAL 1898 InGuiries - 3384 Cases o Famber of cabled words. 26605

On the other hand, we have received in turn from Mr, ,Chobr'utsky:

1943 - 126 inquiries . 168 cases ~ number of cabled words 2210
1944 .. 285 7|| - 342 It - n " 0] N 4347

TOTAL 411 Inuiries - 510 Cases - Nambor of cabled words 6557

More ani more answers to our cable inouiries have been arriving from' the
Moscow Jewish Community, anA they, in turn, havé ‘appealed to us with
increasing frequency for informatio

are trying to trace thelir fami

B. In Western Burope

Up till now, the work of this Division has been limited mainly to the
locating of refugees and the reuniting of families in Fastern Burope, . -
However, since the victorious Allied Armies have started their liberation
march in Western Europe,. new prospects and situations have developed
which may make it Possibl




with us; and no sooner had Mr: Mare Jarblum arrived in: Paris, -than.we i
began to send him inquiries about Jews in France:on behalf: ofirelatives:
here.  Similar dispatches are now being prepared-for transmission g e
Belgium, Holland and other countries, ‘as soon a8’ they Will-be liberated, .-
Wo have been informed by our office in,Sydngy.that,*pendijg'thé'{ultii o
mete solution of the Soviet-Polish negotiations; ‘the MS'tralianigovarnmnt
will grant no new lending permits. " L B

B

REUNITING FAMILIES - - )

In October 1943, the Teheran office of the Jewish Azency: for Palestine
informe3 us that a new evacuation of the Polish.citiszena in the U.S.8,R.
ws feasible, similar to the evacuation of the year 1941. We:were advised
to start immediately a registration of refugees in the U.5.8,R: vhose
close relatives were anxious to join them. Within a short. time, we have
succeeded in registering over 2000 refugee families and-have mailed copigs.
of the registration forms to the Teheran office of the Jowish Azency as.’
vell as to Dr. I. Schwarzbart, member of the Fational Polish Council in
London., TDuplicates of the forms have been submitted to the Poligh Minister
of Labor and Social Work throuzh his delegate in New York, Qur Tegistra-.
tion was mostly confined to husbands, wives and children in-the U.S.S5,R:
seeking to rejoin their immediate families who had succeedéd in-escaping
from the Yazis to other countries, = It seems,hovever, that at present:
there are no Prospects of a further evacuation for the refugees from

the U.5:8.R.

Sometime in the Spring of 1944, a small number of refuzees arrived in
Teheran from the U.S.S.R. It appeared that five or six of them were. able
to leave Russia because they held Palestine certificates, The remaining
21 had Australian landing-permits, A1l hope to' join their families from
whom they have been separatel since the war began., ’

#e immediately under took steps to arrange for more refugess to emigrate from
the U.5.8.R., At first the Prospects for success were promioing, especially
with regari to obtaining a larger number of landing-permits for Australia, ™
We contactel our office in dustralia, and it was decided by ‘our Office ..
Coxmittee that the Worli Jewish Congress woull undertaks the ‘maintenance’

of refugees of the U.S.S.R. Auring their stay in Awstralia;... TR

Unfortunately, like the proposed resistration for an evacua.tiio'n‘o
refuzees from the U.5.S.R., this Project, too, provel unsuccessfu )

FOOD PARCEL STRVIGE

4)  TFor the Ghettees

From the very beginning of its activities 'in the United States, the Relief
Vepartrent of the World Jewish Congress has tried to dispatch food parcels
to the ghettoes, This Project was planned and later carried out in col-
laboration with a number of other Jewish organizations in. this country
ani abroad. It was the task of this Division to prepare te'ch'nically
anl secure practically the realization of this work, which we‘all regarded
The parcels were addressed inlividually ‘to addresseces
was a pafrticularly, difficult
s of persons to whom: the
parcels could be shipped. What with the constant expulsions of Jews,
transvortations from one Ghetto to another, 1eportation ang drafting for
forcel labor, this was really iifficult., At last, in 1943, a sufficient
number of such adiresses vas compiled ani the parcel shipments: began,

However, to our great sorrow ani despair,

tion of this service va8 futile. It soon

parcels,sent in a ¢

about 4,000.h A € 000 parcels -
. a) ‘the death of the

aliressee; b) the aidressee!s absence; ¢) the deportation of the aldressees

1) addresses unknown; e) the liquidation of the residence or. business,

Five hunired Parcels were returnei to the Post Office in Lisbon without :
Any explanation. Only 925 parcels of the 12,995 shipped hai been deli wred
to the aidressces. However, - ‘ Pts of the Posgt Office
at Lisbon, of the number of parcels delivered, only 70 receipts bore . the
signatures of the aidressees themselves. fThe recelpts for theremining




825 parcels were not signed by the addressees
and unknown persong, Under these cir r
and since that time, no more pari

Ghettoes,

B) TFor Refugees in the U.S.S.R.

The basic policy of our parcel ‘service for refugesn in the U R

been and still is to prod relatives here to speed aid: Vto':!;hefiéﬁigé_es.

We try to give the relatives of the refugeesl;thé—most'accurate{and; cur
information ebout their present rather difficult situation ag well-as o7
to convince them that it is. their task and duty ‘to support their unfortu~

nate and suffering kin, :

%e conduct this service in cooperation with the Jewiéh'Agency' for 'Palestine'
which, thréugh its offices in Teheran, purchases cormoédities and- ships

them to the refugees. At thespresent moment, there is-great wcarcity .

of merchandise in Iran. Hence, the Prices are fantastically high and, -

An addition, there is very 1little on the Iranian marksat for ‘export mirpo ses,;
Furthermore, the U.S,S.R. charges heavy import auties for merchandise sent .
to individuals, even though it is for relief purposes. During -the visit

of Messrs. Michoels and Pfeffer in this country, we tried to remove this
sreat obstacle in the shipment of parcels to the refugees, howeéver, to. -

no avail, : . : IR

Furthermore, due to war conditions, comminication facilities. and the, rail--
road and mail services for civilisng are often interrupted or curtailed;
besides, the refugees in the U.B.S.R. often change their Jomiciles, not
leaving any forwarding adiresses, e are, therefore, very careful to ex-
Plain to each prospective Parcel-sender that there 'is no guarantee of
ielivery for the parcels, However, we know from experience that, for

the most part, parcels reach the allressees; yet it ‘takes from 5 to 6
rnonths between the Aates of ordering and delivery of a parcel, - -

Up ti111 now, we have accepted over 3000 parcel erders from relatives here,
These oriers amount to about $100,000. Of this sum, about 20% has: been
coverel by the World Jewish Congress for refugees whohavs ne Telatives
here or whose relatives are not in a position to help thems: i

The nggregate contents of the parcels- shipped are:; % 14,000 1bs, of “ted,.
3,000 1bs, of soap, 1600 pairs of shoes, 1600 suits of ’men"s*un’dg'x‘wéar,f’”
800 cotton blankets, 800 medicine kits, 3,200 gross of -pearl buttons. i i
ani various miscellancous commodities, o e

It is difficult to describe the gratitude of the refugees who receive.
the parcels. TFrequently, the articles sent to them serve ag’ exchange:-
commodities for items more needei by them, Thus, -they are able to 1ive”
tmo or three months from the proceeis’ of one parcels Only récently we °
have been informel that in exchange for two varcels sent’ through our
office, a womun was gble to secure a sewing machine, In het'own’ words,'
written to a relative in this country, she was able 1o’ fiske a modest.
living thanks to this "lucky event¥, - - : R Lo
Over 3,200 parcels have been dispatchedq by us to refugees in the U,5.5.R,
Thus, over &,200 families were able to somewhat ameliorate their situation
and gather strength to survive their present hardships and to hope. for -
the day when they will be able to return to their honies,” rojoin their
families and resume g normal life, . . IR

Unfortunately, we are stil] not allowed to Aispatch cables to the Jewish
-Commanity in Moscow on behalf of individuals whe are residents of or who

" are believel to reside at Present in territories recently liberated.

This limitation concerns the parts of Vestern Burope, liberates by the
American or British armies, as well as the Wastern Buropean territories, ..
liberatei by the Soviet armieg, co B : ’ o

This is also the reason why no relief work can be done at the present
moment for the recently liberated tevyitories, 1In Particular, we have
tried to dispateh food ani clohhing”ﬁal‘,eele to the liberated areas of -,
Poland, the Baltic countries ani Beskarabiay however, our efforts in-: .
this respect have not sicceeddd so fa;r.. Ye are making great efforts to
oovercome this obstacle in our work and there is hope that soon we will .
be able to accopt cable-tracers @nd parcels gddressed to .people residing




in the localitiee which up ti¥1ine

PALESTINE CERTIFICATES FOR HUNGARIAN:TEVS
In April 1944, as soon as the Nazi government: took over-in’ Hunga
World Jewish Congress started the-project:of ‘furnishing. Hensarian -Jews .
with Palestine certificates in order 'to onab &.them to-emigrate “to-Paléstine;
All the work of registering the: ndmes - g
the prospective emigrants, as well ‘as
ani later the preparing of the colledtive ; :
Divislion. It has been a difficult: and trying piede of “work.".The ‘number -
of applications submitted personally by ‘relatives who Were saser to-take
advantage of this project, ani those regeived by mail fromall parts of .-
the United States, Canada and Mexics 80 far number 1162, &nd: concern
2500 families, representing 10,312 individuals,-. Three hundred cables. - .
have been sent to the Jewish Azency for-Palestine on behalf-of 2459 pérsons,
Twenty~two lists were dispatched on behsalf -of 7,853. individualss This
work was assigned to our Division by our -Rescue Department and is conducted
in the closest cooperation with tie Hungarian Representative Conmmi ttee

~ of the Worli Jewish Conzress, N : :
* ok ok ok ok . N

From the very start, it has been the policy of this Divigion to handle-
each case individually. People who call at our officerare:in the areatest
despair, tirei physically, and mentally broken, - They are despérate about
the fate of their families in Turope and look.-to us for:comfort and hope,
They expect to receive congolation and pour out their troubles into aym-
pathetic ears. We in turn give them the best advice and 1nformation
possible and tfy to solve their confused and complicated. problems.

It can be said that our clients appreciate our attitude. Mo -Luresncracy,
no formality, no red tape is known in this Division. -People are promptly
attenled to ani patience ani warmth is shown- to. one-and all calling at -

our office. The members of our office staff know ‘several languages, o
that ve are able to speak to each client in his owm tongue,

All the mctivities of this Division are considersd by us-merely as a miblic
service and are given freely and willingly: - Only in caseés where cdbles o
are involvel are our clients charzed for th - expenses incurred; +in cases
where clients explain their inability to pay- for-cables," oXpensegiare”
covered by the World Jewish Congress.- e

the greater zrows the scope of our-tasky. It will ﬁe_one' of the most =
important projects of the WorlA. Jewish Congress toenlarge- the a,cj;'ivi'tie,s‘ B
of this Division. Naturally, the cooperation of -our-affiliates in this . -
werk is essential. We would welcoms any help or suziestions the! delesaten )
to the War Emergency Conference may be able to give - - C i

The nearer the hour of peace approaches, the mors connitries ar: 1ibérated,

CF:arw
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Service Division of the World Jewish Congress, It is the” function of: ivis="1 -
ion to give assistance and advice with regard t0 special visa-matters 1=
structive help to individuels who approach us with various problemsy’

The following is an outline of the activibies of the Imnisrabion and: Individid

Although, originally the World Jewish Congress had no intention-of-dealing: .
with any metters pertaining to immigration, the general situation and the plight.
of our refugee friends in Europe and other parts of the world ‘mede it necessary’
for us to undertake this work. : S

Accordingly, it was decided to establish the Tmmigration Division and-usé ‘its
facilities not only for refugees in or from Burope but'also for: ’persons*re'sidihg BTN
in the Western Hemisphere. We assist them whenever they have their. owm or fri
special vise problems. During the last few years; we haye best instrumental
obtaining favorable decisions from the Visa Division of the United States:De
ment of State in the majority of cases submitted by uss Regilar visits: 0.
Washington enable us to keep up with the various developments. in"the:%echni
handling visa casess This is especially important singe, dus to politi
in various countries in the past few years, the Visa Divis
to adopt differént policies., o :

It might be interesting for the delegates to learn that Just now:. the ‘proced
on visa epplications for emigrants from the Western Homisphers has been” changeds. .. 0
Applications have to be submitted to the Visa Division in Washington; as before, -.*
but financial documentation has to be sent directly to the Americhn -Consul issuing -
the visa. An importent part of the procedure for visa applications is-the lhgaring -
before & specinl committee of the Visa Division in Woshington.: At least-one of .
the sponsors must appear at this hearing. However, it froquently ho.ppénsjth{lt the
sponsors do not know the:applicant personally and therefore ‘ask us ‘4o’ proxy for
thems 1In such instances, the World Jewish Congress! ‘representative in Washington .
presents the cases before the Visa Review Committee, Using the material furnished
by our office to support his requests. R E e : ’
The World Jewish Congress succoeded in winning: for:its work in Weshington, Mre =~
Louis E, Spiegler,formorly Counsol for the HIAS office:in Washingtons Mr. Spiegler.
who is a lawyer, is a man of wide experience in vist dnd legal mattors and his - o
association with the ¥World Jewish Congress has proven to be a great assot for our
works One of his manifold duties is.to take care of the hearings before the
Visa Committee at the Department of State in behdlif of the World TJBWish_.Coixgregs.

In the following portion of this report, we shall enumernte the possibilities
for emigration from those countries in Europe whiol are already liberated or‘on
the verge of being liberated. In general, the polioy of the ‘Department of ‘State..
is to nccept and ect only on visa applications for persons residing in countries”

vhere United States Consular Service has been re-establighed . It mé.yrtheré;ffdre,

-




be assumed that it will not'be .lorg. before
from France, Italy, Belgium, and etc. will
delegntes to know that the visa procedurd Tor
" whom visas had already besn granted;is very 1
new ‘applications are needed,: bu‘b,the,frspdrxrxg
of the visaj which request will' then be:fo
in France, Ttaly, etoy s s

fled to Switzerland and who wanted -to immigrate: 0 -th ted: State
no way for them to emigrate because Switzerland wa:s:,surr,ouhded'—»by, Nazi.

countries and there was, therefore, no possibility of-bransportations oV

a reoord was kept of all people in Switzerland who; ‘thiugh the intervention ‘of

this office, had roceived approvals for Unibed States: s“berore’ Bwitzerland .
was ocut off from the rest of the world, Now -that Frane s=liborated and- Portugal:
is accessible from Switzerland, the Visa Divisicn 'Gf the 5o vEe. e
has been approached with regurd to the rencwal.of ‘the:q

It is one of the primary- duties of this division 4o ‘koop 145611 inforkied of i< :
current events, since very often only by so doing can'.it strike while the iron’ ig+. -
hot. A case in point is that of the refugees in Tun lery whose: cases had beon
shelved by the Visa Division on the grounds that no “tronsportotion s availables
HMany of the roefugces appealed to this offico for oid rogarding their emigration
matters, but nothing could be done until the Dopartmont;. of -Stite ‘realized” that
there were possibilities to loave Toangier for tho Unitod:States (vio' Lisbon)s o
Yo immedistely appesled to the Visa Division to cable to the Consulote.'in: Tangier;
after receiving tho confirmation of possible” transportation, tho Division informod |
us that tho visz ccses would again be “takon into considoration, Sl =

Another cxamplo is that of the visas for refugeos in Spoin and.}Portugle—who had -
" fled there from Franco, Immediatoly aftcritheir arrival, their nomgs woro . sibe g
mitted o the Visa Division of the Department of Stato and thoso ‘eascs, which had
previously beon rofused on various grounds, wore givon renowed considoration and
ncarly all approved. R I

With regard to Spain, we = were not only faecd with the problom of cmigration, .
but also that of .facilitating the rcloasc of rofugees from intornmont comps. - Ag:
.is knovm, pcople~-cspeccially young men of military age-=iho flod frqm"f_Frémce, were -
immcdiatoly interncd by the Sponish authoritics upon ontering the countrys ‘fhen-
cver individunl casecs weroe brought to our notice, we contacted our representative
in Lisbon, giving him the nceessary details and asking him o be holpful with
rogard to relouse, cmigration and financial aid, ) b TS

o - B

In addition, the World Jewish Congress has undcrtakon as a protective ’,mezisuro,‘, i
in bchalf of the peoople interned in Terczin - instructing thoir-relatives in tho. -
United Stutes to file Petition for Issuameo of Tmigration Visa (FPorm 633) an
Application for Vorification of Last ntry of an Alion for Uso in Conngotion
the Issucnce of Inmigration Visas to Relativos (Form 575)s - The purposo sof.. thi:
a2etion is to furnish internces in Torczin with an assurunco-that & U'riitddrl:Sta._'Ecs

" “ visa would bo granted them, should they be able to roach o noutral countrys: ile

hopo by this mcans, to suve thosc poople  from further doportation  and defth .
633 refers only to Unitod Stotos oitizons whoso parents, husbonds; Wives: or miror. L
children sre interned; form 575 rcfors to alien residonts in tho United” States whoso
husbands, wivoes or minor children arc intorned, : oL T T ’

I et
It is significont that whoroos our etscs were confined to people in only three
or four countrics, the Immigration Division!s clicnts aro now seatberod all. over
the worlde Requests reaching this office come from the Tatin Anerican countries,
from iizrtinique, Jemaica, Sritzorland, Fronco, Italy, Spoin, Portugal, England,.
Tangicr, Moroeco, iiuritius, and Indin, :

. The forld Jewish Congross not only hclps to bring peoplo £6 the United Stotes,
but also assists in such mattors as obtaining oxit pormits, applying . for the change
of status {from visitor to immigrant) of rofugees in:this. country- and taking care
of tho visc motters af those of its cxceutives who travel-outsido of the Unitod
Stotese :

II. INDIVIDUAL SERVICE

3

a) Resouc of Intorned Refugecs

The Rescuc Dopartment of the iorld dewish Congress has roported soparately.
on its aetivitics to rosoue of our people who live undor Nagzi dominationg The
roport of the Individual Servioce Division confines itgelf only to those spocial
actions undertaken for individunls whoso nemes wore brought to our attention by
relatives hero or through our branches or affilintes abroads There weoyre tivo




: S % oy
Iforent: woys in whioh 'wo:could ‘help:~(1): b

sceuring Pulevstine;ce,rt:'!.figgitesi7 :

(1) Whon it ims learned that the. gos sion” of7] norican documchi
as a-motisure of protcotion-agdinst passible deportation:of nterr@ees*in Naz

the World Jewish Congross ‘did overything’ possible: to: ta the”

various- govermments involved that “thoy Vv;rc}ui,].d;'smo X

ports, Hany of those who Hold such documenj;’s;ho.

have, instoad, becen sent by tho-Gorman authoritics -t

in Germany and France, to be.held there fpn_e{vérxjtuu “OXC P r ‘doubt.
that these documents have served. as distinct measi of=protection apiingt deporte.
ation and death. - (See report of the Resoue Department SR AT £ -

"~ {2) Beginning with Septembor 1943, eobles vere sént o the
Palestine asking for Palestine certifiontes for. approximately o
in the various camps in Hollend, whose relatives'had’r squested
Many among those who recontly arrived in Palestine from cam
people for whon we secured cortificotes. The same progedure
in the cases of several thousond dews in Hungary. (Seotddtail
Rescue Department) : : . ER

b) Contzct with our Tishon and Gonova Officcs Roparding Tndivi

In conncetion with our work, it is ossontinl to maintain o’ stoady contact with:
our Switzorland and Portugal officoss, Tho tromondous Volumo - ofcorresporidence:
doveloped in the coursc of bringing to tho attontion’of_ our reprosentativein
Gencva and Lisbon the mony hundreds of speeial ocasos-in which wo - ‘are inﬁoi‘cs’ted, -

on well be imaginod. : : = O L

Wo provide our officos abroad with important dotails rogording poople -invarions ¢
countrics to which our reproscntatives along hovo noeoss and rofor them o “porsons
in thoir own country who can amplify our information, o A

STATISTICS

Inquirios sent to Gonova (by lottor)
from January 1941 to Docouber 19)1 662
from Jonucry 1942 to July 193 258
from July 1943 to datc : 458

Hossagus reooived from Genova and handled o
by us, from 1941 to date 83l

Cables sent to Geneva, from 1941 to datc ) 2h6 -

Cables receeivod from Genovo s from 1941 to dato 225

¢) Contzet With and Rolicf to Rofugcus in Various Countrios

& grezt port of our work is devoted to contacts with rofugoos g0 crod all-
over the world, (in placos liko suritivg, Jemeier, Tungior;. Tanganyik ‘otp):. v
who approach us with various problems, among thom thut of immigration %o thig
country, - - - '

1) iouritius

The trogic situntion in which thoso poople have buen onught is woll knowna.  In
Novenmber 1940, the "Atlanta" brought to Pulestine rofugoss from Austrion, oo
Czochoslovakia, Polend, ctes, who had lived in Rumaniae As thoy had no Palestine
cortificntos, thoy were not permittod to land; os they woere boing,‘transshippcd
on the "Patriz" fop doportation, tho boat oxplodode Tho survivors now-hoped to-
bo admitted to Palestine, but instoad, on Decombor 9, 1940, about 1500 persons.
worc tokon to Canp Boau-Brssin, ileuritius whero thoy romain, to-:this day, iThoir:
situstion is doplorablo, Thoy cannot booome adjustod to the malarial olimnte;
they suffer from undornourishnont and o doarth of nedidimonts. . Toir solo hope
for the futuro is rclease and transfor to Palestino, England, or the Unitod: Stotes,

Thosc who hope to go to Palestine, must wait +ill aftor tho war for the
rotlization of thoir droamse The others who vish to emigrato from Mouritins to
countrics other than Palostine hust obtain an officinl releasc by tho British
Government. e have tokon on active part in making interventions in this oon-
ncotion, A fow wooks ogo, we roocived from Dre Zwergboum of the Zionist hssocin-
tion in Mouritius, tho nomes of approximotoly %50 poople with olose rolatives in
tho United States, who want to comc to this countrys An unfortunzte stalomato.
has arison from the fact that boforo éonsidoring; tho immigration onses of': the )
Houritius intornoos, tho Unitod Stotos requires official relosnses by the: British




47 Government ond . thi

' releascs unless Proot ]
for another country,’ Dis- bok
problem with Sir:-Horbort Emerson: D
Refugecs; who' showed Y
the matters .. - wl

- Due to-urgent appeals sent to the British Authoritie
London :hes agreed-to consider:-the releasge
unately, their number is pitifully ewall:in
. We have urged the British Séction of the Vor
. particular matter to the ‘atiention of 4!

tion; we have also been sending relief to

appeal of Dr. Zwergboum, we sent 600 pound:

tution among the refugees, In addition, we 5. 8P

Austrian Jews detsined in liouritius and transmitte 30005%0

iated o drive among Austrian Jews in the United- Statos:wl

used for food and medicinés for Mauritiuse This drive ins

Houritius Committee of the Austrion Jewish Representative Committ
gonizations of Austrian Jews, under our nuspicess’ This sam '

under our sponsorship to establish contect with the rels

the detainees in ricuritius, More than 200 people part Do ]
was adopted to naintain close contact with and help make lifé mq‘rq’ tole
for the detninces” in Houritius,. e

2) Tongier

Wle wiere approonched by the head of the Relief Commitbeg Virnr_"‘[}mg’irer, ) S0
Joizmann, with rogard to the same probleiis as-nentioned above; nomiely, o iigration
and reliefy, e were able to bo of service by holping quite o numbor of refugoos
in Tangicer to immigrate to the United States, Canado, ebos Wo ostablished contaet = -
with their relatives and friends herc and also put. a considerable uonthly:-contri~- -~
bution at the disposal of the above named ocormittcos g L R

3) Jamaica

Wo were also contacted by approximatoly 80 interned fanilics ot Comp. Gibraltar
in Jamaien ond it is duo to our continued reprosentations that tha Visa Division . -
of the Dopartment of State, formorly reluctant to issuc vists. b0 internces:in .
Jemaica, took o norc lenient stand with regerd -to considoration of sich:eascsas’”

d) Clothing for Refugecs

In July 1943, the Vorld Jewish Congress, togother with the-YWoren!s Division o /1.
the fmerican Jowish Congress, decided to leunch n clothing drive, throughout . th
United Strtos, The purposo of this drive wms to colloct: clothing and “send-it”
abrocd for distribution among the ncedy Jewish populutions in “the vaprions
Buropcan and Worth african countrics, : : } B

A spooial workroon was cstablishod at 260 West 68th Stroot, How York; and.
boeans tho contor of activity for this clothing drive. Hundrods of parools came
in fron all perts of tho Unitod States; in the first three days’ of November 1943,
800 bundles arrived. Up to tho prosent date tho quontity of :glothing put &t -the
disposal of tho ijorld Jewish Congross and tho Women's Division:of the Americnn
Jowrish Congrcss hag roochod approxinately 200,000 poundi.,. : :

&n agroement vas made with scveral loading orgonizations, onnbling.us to dispotoh
clothing abroad, Such on arrangenent was renchod with the iforican Frionds Servics:
Comizittoe in Philadelphin, through whom wo sent about 30;000.:pounds of- elothing. to
Switzorlande In ordor to facilitate the disbribution -of. this clothing among tho :
Jewish refugeos in Switzerland, wo took cure that o label, stamped: “Woinon's .
Division of the-Amorican Jewish Congross", was atbichod to-ench picos of clothings -

Tho following is on emumeration of the parcels s‘éﬁt""bjr us bo actos

United Stotos War Production Board 20,000 1bag
(for the Netional War Relief Clothing Drive) e

Russicn Yiar Rolief L2,000
United Jugoslav Relief Fund of ameriea.- 3,0007

To the Dotoineus in Mouritius . 600




To the Refugeo Cmnp in ::ﬁ).pgan&ik(i Bastia

‘Ancrican Service Commz_-t-,tee ; E
(for distribution’ in Switzorland)-

TOTAT;y o

At the present moment, we hold in reseric abou 100,000 poinds
shipment to North Africa and Europe. S i

In association with the American Relief ‘for hé Relict Comiad tiee
of the ‘Italian Jewish Representative Comiittes , wo ore now ‘planning 6 s r
shipments to Italy, Within the next féw wooks::shipments: hi
to the Jewish popudations of Moroceo, "Tripoli and Lybin;:
Russian War Relief we hope soon %o moké ) . pnen - hi
population in Iublin, Poland in cooporation with ‘the : Cormittoe For &
of Poland in Iublin, We have applied - and hope sooii: 6 receivo’ perils
American authorities to send & large quantity of clotliing to-the concentratis
camp in Bergen-Belsen, Germony, in colloborabion with -the “American *Red:- Crosss
also plan to send clothing to Bulgaria and Greece in” the néarrfp,hujeg' ~“Contoot:
hos been established with the Friends of Belgium, an agency of -the Belgian War: e
Relief Society, rogarding shipments of clothing to Bylgiumy: It-is also  planned o~
put clothing at the disposal of the Luxenibourg -Governrcnt R Y R

In view of the growing importonce of the clothing drive, ond the;iﬁéféﬁsiﬁgﬂ_ o
demonds we receive, it wos decided to enlarge. the faeilitics for _thi
A larger work and storage room has boen established -at- 23+
York. : -

This report would be incomplete without a word about the: dovoted r
-Women's Division of the Americen Jowish Congress, This Division, with b
throughout the United States, was instrumental in taking the ‘clothing drive an’.
outstonding success. It is duc o ibs loading officers! exdollsnit-approach-to -
the various donors and especially to the devoted and “bireless oetiviticsofi- 1.
Mrs. Sonia Shatz, Noutionnl Choirnan, European Jowish Relief Committos, Wom negit oo
Division of the anmcrican Jowish Congress, that the quentity of clothing reccived. o
by us has inoreased daily, Furthernore, a great numbor of voluntoors,: members -
of the various choptors of the iomon's Division within tho New York “aroniy, have -
given of the time unstintingly for the dasily work of sorting, monding; ond ‘packing
the elothing preparatory to shipment abroed, : o :
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ﬁy Moshe fola]giewiez

In 1941, after the arrival in the United States of ;egaip'g;me'mbe;-q;pf e
Polish Jewish-political organizations, the Beprgsentatidn of A.Polirsersrwryrva four
. ded as an American branch of the same body in Palestine, ‘It consista of ¥

tatives of the following politicel parties and

Zionists, Groups A and By Mizrachi, and Dat v'Avoda (religious Zionist labos: i
youth group); Agudat Israel, and the Agudat Israel Workefs: the Poale

“(right}; the Ie®h Paale Zion; dnd the Tomen's 2i

The new body undertook the task of representing Polish Jewry in Ame‘ricaj s
with regard to all its problems, political, economic, relief

maintained a continuous liaiszon with all Jewigh

with these gquestions. The Representation maintained clo
with the Representation of Polish Jowry in Palestine;

its plans and activites. The Polish Department

closely connected with the Representation of Polish Jewry from the

The General Secretary of the Rep
Congress! Polish Department.:
Dr. Ignacy Schwarsbart, member

the Representation. Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart was

presentative of Polish Jewry in the National Council of the Po

London, upon the proposal of the Representation
America.

From its inception, the Representation of

tact with the Poligh Gévernment in London, and Poligh di

circles in the United States,
Pclish Government visiting in the Uniteg States,

washington and the Polish Consuls in New Yo

vesentation is also Director of the World Jewich
The Representation msintained close -contact with

of the National Council of the Polish Government: =
in London, who framed all his acts in accordance with the

It held conferences with leading members

rk and Chicago, at which sur,

eﬁz_*és{e’;lf; -
organizations in:Poland:” General -

ion Union, -
onist Organization (WIZ0) = -

»-and rescueyand- it -
and non-Jowish-bodies concerned. > |
: ge and continuval contact e LR
consulting with ‘theém in: all - - b

of the Vorld Jewish Congress was . i
very beginning, .

policy . debermined . by
selected and recognized as a ro<
lish government in -
of Polish Jewry in Palesting - and

Polish Jewry maintained cloge. (<]
plomatic: and consul

and with the Rlish Ambassador in
b ole st or

ish laws imyforce in pre-war roland and an offi by the’ B

ment, that Jews wi

11 have full civil,

rights in the Poland of the future,

political, cultural s religions,

ahd-economic

sistently emphasized that its attitud

The Bepresentation of Polish Jewry hag cons -

o to the Poligh Government depends upon.its.

treatment of Polish Jews with rogard to political ouestions, as well as in.the work:

The Representation: has

ot only publish declarations about.

h Jewry from time to time, bubt, and primarily,
that even during the War itfshould put these declarationg into practical effect. : ..
The Representation has demanded thet in accordance with the principle of equality.
of all Poligh citizens, the Poiish Government appoint to itg world-wide adminig.- -
trative, diplomatic, and consular staff Polish Jews recommeénded by the Representas

sals of Polish Jewry shal
such plans and activities. The Representation cong
phasgized the categorical necessity of Jews being represented and included in all

delegations of the Polish Govermment at interna
tional bodies,

Polish

Togetner with the demand t

emphasized in all itg memo
Government the necessity o

the War, that all anti-Jowigh law

void,

it

In jashington on July 3, 194k the Represent

0 abrogabe pre-War anti-Jewish lawe, the Repiegen-
randa and conferences with reprosentatives of the -
f a declaration by the Polish Government, during
8 enacted in Poland by the Germans are null and
ation submitted to the ‘Poligh -




Primé Minister a detailed memorandum - for a-

into consideration ‘the-unparalleled-ec

-the Representation demanded

as a public: law:corporatio

without léaving any hei:

Jewish property: fo ~reconstrucil )

tion of Polish-Jewry procecded-upon :vth.er ssumpblon’ that the
as well ‘as political and. econgmic:considerations roquite. that
heirs to which "gecording to: present legnl preseription

the massacres, b6 utilized chix fly.for. the Feconstruction ¢
sentation. demanded the promptiereation ,of‘ra}—,s‘rpEcial': de’p‘egrjz
Ministry of Justice which vould. draft’ the necegsary:d

-this purpose. - - : 2

The Representation repeatedly calle
in the Polish-Army and in refugee ‘shelters:to
in amy circles. The Repregentation noted th
eradicate anti-Semitism by'allrpossible'megns, herev ?
Poland of the futureids to enjoy a heal thy atmospherey:
are to be established’for mutual respect. The: Represe
Poligh Govermment enact a law declaring anti-Semitign a or
all those guilty of dissemninating antiy;gemitisnrrto',trit'al.
Semitiem in the Poligh Ammy, the Repre,s’éntgationfde'man}rier :
igh officials in the Minlstry :
antl-femitism in the amy. :
nate anti-Semitism in government bureaus and refugee ‘shelter
carry out an extensive educational campaign-thréugh-the. mre'dipm;q
and leaflets against anti-Semitism, and that for:thig purpos; A
establish a special Department in the Mini stry “of Propagahda
Polish Government promptly begin to prepare new aéhopl{text"
in bringing home to Polish youth the principle q:‘fequalfi'l'! & .
The Representation of Polish Jewry has concerned i—tself,psrs{irsteht it
the political and civil right of Polish Jews., It reauested the Poliél;:r,pré;nment
%o provide new documents for refugees in variouw iad C 2

who were deprived of it on the basis of the law-of 1938, "

in the Polish National Couneil, the Representation of Poli

axpressgion to the demands and needs of Poligh Jewry, i1 ing:-or sal
clvil equality in Poland after the war, and also firmly demanding concrete, imme -
diate, and active measures for the rescue and relief of Polish Jews,  Unfortunately .
such Jewish demands were not alvays adquately taken into congidera : 5
Polish Government. The Representation of Polish Jowry la#: made. 1tg" views known

in the appropriate manner with respect to the attitude of the:

JBiI SH UNbERGROIH\lb MOVEMENT;

- Ever sincé Jewish life in Poland was driven into'u;n'dérgm\ind‘ch, n
Representation of Poligh Jewry had endeavored to establish contact;with th
underground movement, By variouas ways and means,  through Polish: undergro
nels and through .the ‘Téprésentatives of the. jjorld Jewish Congr
tries, the Representation constantly consult
tions in Poland. It has maintained a contin
Cemmittee in Poland,

Representation of Poli

»own ramified activities, as well as propossls and plans for rescue and,rélief_’on
behalf of Polish Jewry. The Representation has sent in return; -through the . G
-channels of the Poliﬂh‘Govem-nent and -in other ways, .1etters,“reports. -infomation, .
and, from time to tite, sums of money, Our contact with the Jewish-National Com=:
vuittee became closer from month to. month,- especially sirnce 1942, at which: time ‘the
Jewish National Committes perfected its organization and eptablishéd 1tgel¥f agl ¢
the leadership of Poligh Jewry, A. Tartakower, Dr: Ienaz Schvarebart ;and Nr,
Angeln Reiss( a member of the Presidiwm of the Bepregentation:of Poligh Jewry- in

. America, Great Britian, and Palestine), were in closs ‘contact by cable: and Tetter .. -
vith the Jewish National Committee. . R B E

Thanke to, this system of contacts , the Representation Of Polish' Jewty vas ' .-

the only- organization in the world supplied with the authentic and detaiieq TEportE <.

of ‘the Jewigh National Committes; provided, Jewish and non-.]‘_ewish‘publicrqpin:
ion with a picture of the;gruesqm’a-plight'of the ‘Polish Jews;- Because :of ‘thege re
ports and letters, the Reprosentation vas able to undertake varioug offorts,

directed tovards Jewish organizations in Amsrice and among on-Jevi eh “eircleg-also:l . .

-to infors them ‘concerning the s tustion of Poligh Jowry and ‘derand:large-ucels and
concrete assistance, The Representation has sent to all.inteve; orga~ i’
nimtions, in accordance with the.desire of the Jewish Natio Y




report of ‘that - body and of the Jevd sh Mil
dispatched through underground. channels

September and October, " Thanks.to-this:.

7 the remainder o f
of Polish Jewry, on it part, could ‘p‘ggs‘ulr
Ang their demands and"opinions,” which’.we

The work of the Jewish National: ¢ nittoe-ix
extraordinarily difficult circumstances very “often at:the
Jewish Military Organization played an hi storic:role. in th
Polish Jewry. The records. of the Jewieh National’ Comni tte
Military Organization;-organized by the by ep_comprigod d
Sommitted played an histomié le in the-
of the Jewieh National Committes and of th
the custody of the Representation of Poligh dewry:
been ‘publighed tuy-a substantial part.will ohly be'p
reasons of security. -PROBLEYS OF BELIEF:: -

The Polish Department and the Representabion. of:
Jewish Congress have given constant attention-“to thq: is
in Poland and of Polish Jewish refugeées in varioug parts of the”
its existence, the Representation consul ted important Jewj.éh,;rélri‘_
in the United States, and proposed conorste plans for:assistance for Polish -
Jewry. The Representation was connected: with almost "eva’ryjg'ﬁ!wisll"i;'elieff,org
zation and informed them of. the needs of Folish Jews and deﬁxqﬁdedfqphstanti'al' and
speedy aid for Folish Jewry. Such assistance as was. sent to Folish Jewry..through © -

legal as well as irregular channels, and the increase and :6peeding up- of. that aid e 2

to some extent during the last 15 monthg, are owing 'to: a’ sri.;gn;i.i;ilcér'xttdreg:'-gie‘ipf
the efforts of the Representation, which interceded in évery»por'ssible “ovarte

From 1939 to 1942, the Folish Department of the orld: Jewish Oongross together ., Lo -

with the Representation of Folish devry regularly supplied,;fo‘od':paé}mgpéftb.; Po-=
land by way of Fortugal and Swi terland. Tens of thousand: ofy such packages were
" sent, and receipts wers returned through the medium of the Gongress 0%fice Ans
Switzerland. The contents included medical suppliesy, drugs, - vitaiin: and othe
preparations, and bandages. The transnissions were difected both- to the ghe

and the labor and concentration camps of Foland, At :f

5. throu,

t6 Gtlier institutions set up: by:the. Ge:

Congress Office in Geneva, to the very last morent, hasgsent medic
remaining labor camps and Jewish sottlements. e :

The .jorld Jewish Congress in the course of a fow yenrs has sont substantinl -
suns of money to the Jewish National Comwittos of Foland, : In"its lagt e
of May 2L, 1944, the National Com-ittee acknovledges the Teg
cent sum of $20,000 sent by the World Jewigh Congress; -
sentatives of the jorld Jewish Congress in Switzez-land;; C 1§ en.
Turkey, and with the close cooperation of the representatives:of- the Jewish-=-
Agency, the Polish Department, using various ways and meang’.which cannot n
discussed, rescued a certain number of Jews in Poland, whofwé'zje,intérned_ihf,,thé,

various camps for foreigners. Thanks to the devoted woik -0f reprosentatives of <+

the Congress in Switzerland and Portugal and self-sacrifice of the Jewigh unde r-
ground movement in France, the Foligh Department rescued Folish Jews and particu’
larly Jewish children in Fera in ang g -
Folish Department also enabl i p8-for foreienors in
Burope to recdtve Falesbine immigration certificates. K It is-dlfficult. to egti-
mate the number of Jews rescued, but the Polish Department applied itself to the
problems of rescue in every way possible, g . - -

The Departuent devoted spocial attention to the situation of 400,000 Polirh'
Jews in Russia. As a result of the Polish Departrient ‘s and the Reptregentation -
of Polish Jewsry's intercession with the 1olish -Governyent; thousands of “Joys ..
both among the civil and wilitary evacuces, were evacuated: from Russia under -
the Russo-Polish Agrecuent of 1941, Thanks %o the”Intitiativo of “the Foligh Dew.
partrent a card cataloghe of Folish Jews in Russia was ‘got up,. The adireises. of .

; © Reprosentation of Folish Jews. in ., . -

n. Today this caﬁalogue{

, : of Polish Jeys in Russiay - The *Poligh!

Departwent also organized the transmission of food and clothing packeges-to =

Folish Jows in Russia. Among those benefited by this ald arc well kiown Jewigh
Public figures and outstanding intellectuals, Fackages were supplied for 3,000
Folish Jowish families in Russia, The Polish Departrent. took .stops. to obtain a-
cortain number of visss for Falestine, Australia, and the United States ‘on behalf




§:§

e

of Polish Jews in Rr\issiar;_axifi}thi’s'ﬁdrl

The Polish Depariment maintains a-constant: o io
groups in Mauritius,fTangiers—,.Tangaﬁyikaf,, ,R,hprdgsm Jamai
From the very arrival of Polish Jewish refugees i Tangiers
Bhodesia, theé Trepresentatives’ of ‘the Vorld Jewligh ongre s
buted assistance to them and aided ‘them in #inding home
for the sick and the weal, organized language: classes,’
established Bynagogue-services; and took'care‘pf
necessary official docuwments. S

Representatives of the Congréss are active  in trying® 0. organkze;: the: refu
gees in the larger centres also and att‘empt:rto ,prpvi_dq them with work
to obtain visas for Paléestiné and the American countries-for t
groups of Polish Jewish refugees.are being congtantly sipplied vi
World Jewish Congress, tin

The Polish Department maintains contact with ove . 200 Lsh r{s—rdepo;’ﬂ;edi
to the Island of Mauritius. The Committee of Poligh Jews: in: Maur: iusy '»tlquu@ e
the good offices of the Poligh Department, furnished packa _/thi:‘:g,
cal supplies, and books from frerica. The-Polish ‘Departient hg inij;r;l_'ate

to obtain Polish passports for all the Folish Jews.in Maurifius,

partment as well as the Relief Department has been sending ‘assista

fugees in Jamaica and has provided foreign visas for a par}‘:"of;th : e

of Folish Jews in Santa Rosa in Mexzico are being aideéd by. the Central: Jewish
Committee in Mexico, thanks to the efforts of the Polish Departmernt, -Becausge’
of the intercession of Mexican Jewish organizations associated with: the Pdlish
Department and the Representation of Folish Jews, relations betywoen Jews ang: .
Poles in that camp have been improved. The Polish Department ‘is in cor

dence with every group of Poligh Jewigh refugees in the world: and—,\;ndértakg ac
tivities on their behalf wherever necessary. - ) s

Upon the establiehment of UNRRA, the Polish Department and. the Representan
tion approached the Folish Govermment and made the derand tliat- the Folish ‘dsle-
gatlon to UNRRA conferences should include Jowish merbers. Qur position was
that delegates of the Representation would appropriately care ‘for .the ‘needs and -,
derands of Folish Jewry; but unfortunately, the Folish Governrient, for reasons
which are difficult to understand, did not give our demands adeguite consideration

The Representation of Polish Jewry approached the Polish war Relief :Fund and’
denanded that, asg an-agency serving all Folish citizens, their: budgetkshouliiviin—~"
clude itens for relief work on behalf of Polish Jews. - In our memorandum’ to>the ...
Fund, we proposed that its budget for 1944 include a sun of $500,000 for>the
rescue of Poligh Jews in Poland, and for assistance to Poligh rofugoesin Rdssia:’
and other places, as well as for the cultural and religlous ‘needs:of-Folish Jowis
refugees in America,. Rogrettably, the Polish war Relief Fand haa'r vet lus
did such itens in itg budgst. The ¥ und argues that it distributes aid 0. all: P¢
lish citizens without distinetion or faith, but the actual 'practicé:ofﬁhé;E\md‘f
does not bear out this claim and our information is that the: activities of ‘the
Fund do not extend to Jews who are Polish citizens in- Poland. A specialﬁampéigi
is now being undertaken to induce the 1
the aid which it should be giving.

Upon the 1liberation of certain parts of Poland by the Fed Army and in con:. .
nection with the egtablishment of a Jewish Relief Cormittee in Iublin under. the
" direction of Dr. Emil Somrerstein, the Foligh Department and the Ropresentation be-
gan to elaborate detailed plans for aid to liberated.Jews, The problem is a co=
lossal cne and not alvays can all reocuirements be fully satisfied, ~Far greater: .
sums than hitherto available Aré necessary to alleviate thé néed of Folish Jews.

PRESS, RADIO, FUBLICATIONS . F

All reports, documents, and lettersreneived by the Representation from the -
Jewish National Committee and the Jewigh tilitary Organization in Poland,: have:
been given wide circulation in America, Great Britian, Palestine and other coun-
tries, primarily through the mediwa of the Yiddish press in Arerica. Speclal radio
time has been obtained on various radio stations for speeches by members of .the
Representation eoncerning the situation of Jews in Foland. Excerpts from undér-
ground docuzents and reports from Foland have been read on thege occasions.  Upon
the first of Septerber of each year, the anniversary of the outbreal: of the War,

- and upon the anniveraarghof the death of Adam Cherniaskov, Mayor of the Varsaw L
Ghetto , as well -ag en- the. anniveruary of -the Warsaw thetbo' battle, . Jewigh. press -
and radio stations hsve-Had specied features baded upon madexiel- supplied -by ther .
Secretary of the Repregentation, ] B R




Since July 1943, -the Representation in .Amer:.ca has y

of its informmation bulletin in the English language

This publication hag reprinted reports and: docbmeont s~ and 1

ground. Poland, as zell as other information concern:mg t) ‘situat

Jews the world over, and econcerning the current ‘activitios ofith

The Rerresentation in Palestine and .in Great Britmn igsues

in Hebrew and Yiddish, Polish and Erglish, The Representation D'llbll shes an’
English section of the newspaper Unsor Tribune. contaimn articles ‘ab utr
rent problems and information about Polish Jewe,

The Polish periodioal Nasza Tribuna, the only Poligh’ J sh'paper in America;, -
is subsidized by the .Iorld dewish Congress, : =

Together with the World Jewish Congressy .the Representation published
in English: The Extermination of Polish Jewry, and The Massacre of ths: .‘{ursaw
Ghetto, The Black Book of FPoligh Jowry, and.The Aimed Uprising of. Jews in-
Foland, Engli:k publications which were igsued by the American Federation o of
Polish Jews in Anerica in 1943 and 1944, were prepared and edited by members:
of the Representation of Polish Jewry. The Repre: sentation is ‘now worki.ng on .
a new book, together with the VWorld Jewish Congréss; to be ~published in English
and in Yiddieh concerning the inhuman sufferings and hercic resisbances of -
Jews in Polish ghettos and concentration-camps. This book will “be: based upon :
the most recent materisl wecelved from: the Jewish National Gomm.ttee and the
Jewish Military Orgenization in Poland, EE

Other important documents are now in the archives of the., Yorld
Jewish Congress but the time has not.yet come to publish them.

ik

“andiy In/rall/




CATLANTIC GLT
NOVEMBER 26 . — DECEMBER 1, 19:

St. Charlés.
e Now
WORLD JEWISH:ZY('}'VONGRE:SVS 7 :
RELIEF AND REHABILITATON DEPARTMENT
REPORT ON AC:i:'IVITiES IN CONNRCTION. \inTfH:{ E-UNRRA AND THE
INTERGOVERNMFNTAL COMMITTEE FOR RFFUGEES,. ‘é"UBi&»If_TTﬁbfTo_,"ﬁE, o

VAR EMERGENCY CONFERFNO® - NOVWMBER 1944 - o
, , ~by Sovhie V. Grinbarg -

The World Jewish Congrsss has followed studiously a3 the-.
international and intergovernmental activities in ithe
relief and rehabilitation, :
. énd continuous contacts with

1. UNRRA

" On November 11, 1943 the Executive Gommittee'éf'the'WgSrld'_
Jewish Congress submitted to the Council of the ‘United Natione
Relief. and Reheabilitation Administration, a.tfits_fi—rst*seésion“’iﬂf
Atlantic City, an extensive printed memorendum-‘on Post-War ‘Relief = ..
‘and Rehabilitation of European Jewry, g BAEEN Rt

reha.bilitation, )

distribution of the survivors,
victime of inhuma slave labor i
gconomié and eplritual recovery, the Memorandum,»e'npme

fields of relief activities with resmet to the sgpei
Europsan Jews. ’ :

With resm ot to the problems of rehabilitation,the orEn
discussed repatriation and resettlement; Occupational.’tead u
and the communal reheabilitation of the Jews of Furops. % -

Find ly, the Memorendum emohagized the imnortan
questions of organization end of Jewisgh represantati 1 E
 Atlentio City,

The delegates of the World Jewish Congress-in 3 :
Dr. 4. Leon Kubowitzki and Dr, Arieh Tartekower, did not ;Limitthe}ir_

activities to the pregentation of the 'ﬂrintedvllemorandum.; ‘They
estublished contact with g numb L= - vard
member—qovsmments, as well as with the high" officlels of-the
Admi?istration iteelf, and discussed with them the 'fqllowir;g
vroblemg: - I R

1. Nationd ity of porsons to be aesisted by ‘the UNRRA -

The origineal draft of the Constitution of the-'UﬁRﬁA provided:
for the repatrisati on and return of citizens of allied nationg only;
the fute of the persecuteqd &nd denorted Jews, enemy-nationals and I




¢ I g o Y- i
,f‘and—stateléae'pe%bons,was.bompletelyjo eT1o0K6 The ‘révTe

" tives of the World Jewish: Congress t; ed,to;gbta;n‘thefinsert;o
theé provision according-to.which: the ‘assistance of the UNRRA W
be extended,to,allfviQtims;of;persecutiqn,' s 0f:t
nationality.. They succéeded -in: Heaving the

‘emended s0 as-to extend the assistence of-the

included in:the scove of the "aotivities of -

Gommittee for Refugses “(var.10 6f the. Revo

committee 4),

3. Assistance to versons wo ‘Gannot o 46 not iwig
rovatriated. : Vil gn i

In the original text, repatriation was do 0TV - getes

of the World Jewish Congress made a voint offexcla nin .to the SR
officials in Atlentic City that refugeeskor,dapqrted'oarspns'should.'i,
be left fres to go to countr;ea1otharjthathhosefWhe:7 they had. comg -
from. As & result, it was decided. thet the-reélief rgans-of - the - -
UNRRA would have the responsibllity "to agsist for a Peasonable:

veriod in the care of such of these refugé§Qjaslbannot;or{do not -

wish to be revatriated , until the IntergovernmentalfGommittee‘is

vrevarsd to remove them to new:places of sef}lemgnﬁg“j,

5. Principle of favorable disorimination

This principle, according to which perSonslﬁﬁbr(§5~ié§$hé,casé'~f
with the Jews) suffersd much more then others, will need . and: must

be given mors helv, vrovorticnate to their needs = Weg-insértad.
in voint 2 of Resoclution 43, SR T e T

4. Jewish reoresentation in .the UNRRA

The original text of the promosed constitution of the UYRRA
provided only covarnments or intergovernmantd orgaizations be
renresented. This text was emanded, so that observers could be
invited to the sessions of the Council wnd of the Centra Committee
of the UNRRA, wus well as to the meetings of the Téohniqal Standing
Committees (Rules of Procedure of the Council, art, 7. Rules of .
the Stending Committee of the Council, Annex 1, &rﬁ.z;’poipt'3).;
This provision doss not hecessearily mean thet thse World Jewigh
Congrsgs would be authorized to be reoresanted aﬁ,thesa‘meetings,
but it leaves open the possibility of future discussidns on. the -
subject. ' R Lo

5. Contuct with member governments

The representutives of the World Jewish Congrisg in: Atlantio
City, endeavored to securs the oooperation'of’Individualfgoverq—='
ments, members of the Council of the UNRRA. They sugcocgeded in -7 -
vinning over several government representatives to their viewg..

* kK ok

These contzcts were renewed and reinforced during the visit
in London (Jmuury amd February 1944) of Dr. Arieh Tartckower, who
discussed the problems of the UNRRA with high officiale-of the - -
Administretion, s well ws with the revresentctives of individual
govarnmantsg. ' o

LI N I 1 . .

Upon his return from England, Dr. Tartckower had ssversl )
conferences in Wushington with represantatives‘of,the"UNRRArAimin—
istration Divigion for Dianlwced Persons wnd discussed: with them
the fundemental questions of vgsistence’ to. réfugees of enémy or
éx-enemy nutionwlity, hel» to Jews wfter thée wur-in enemy or ex<
enemy territories wnd thes jurisdiotionvof'the_UNRRA regarding the
resettlement of versons who cwnnet or do not wigh to bs revetriated.

On Muy 25, 1944 the World Jawish Congress submitted to ‘the UNRRA-en
informel memorandum contd ning conorete suggestio 8 &8 %0 amend~
ments in regurd to these three Broblems to be introduced ‘in the
constitution of the UNRRA. This momo rendum met with the gpproval :
of the lewding officiala of the UNRRA 1n the Divisionﬁgdr*DisbIaqq;'f"
Persons. - - o T
- _ ) S

. The question of the Jewish rapresentation end varticipation )
in the orcens and in the mechinery of the UNRRA weas ulso discusssd
«t those confersnces., Severdl eonlioations of Jewigh candidetes
Were submitted to the UNRRA by the World Jewigh Congreas; some’.of )

: the cendidates .- -
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here nersons of other than the
United Nutiong nationalitieg
recelve the ugsigt
&coerted unanimoug

demands of the Vorla J

ment in countries other then

netion of ‘réevresentetives of
in the Council
Displaced Pergons, on Health . 111
of expserienced Jewigh social workers to tha staff of the UNRRA-
for relief ang rehabilitation

cf Eurome.

The delegation of the World Jewigh Congress
Dr.

T
]

in view of the ra

were reluctant to
Th

Y&y, hoth the ~pi

re
to
T

to

Grinberg, attendsd the Con

, ¢ «nd repatriation orfreturn .-
f nersons dis»laced in enemy or ex

Or ex-enemy territoriee,weré'affirmed.
he motion of ths Britigh

have elready\ieen invited;té
others are still pending,-:- -

The second ssssion ot ' Cotngi
scheduled for- June 1944; WGB=pQ§§pone

In preparation fo
Affairg - in August 1@ 3
Zorach Warheftig entitl

tiong .

&l negde i -
1o treatment

- The--book
&nd-¢o L

. In;this{mémor—'
! { Of :Jewigh }
Wwer rellsf end rehabilitation Problems, the Worl

insure tha spalication:of
the princivie or non-disorimingtion "in the field", -ths powsr
of supesrvision of the Director Genersl or the UNRRA over thea :
relief sctivities of the recipient countrisy be strengthensd. .

The authors of the memorendum strsssed the necessity ofi < -
giving sssistance to victims of -racial, religious or voliticeal
parsscution; regardless of their‘n&tionality, even though they

i n ] As to the victims of
to be revatriated, o
ém by the UNRR4 for their resettle~"
those of their origin. . -

Finally, the memorandum stressed the

need for the partici<
the Jewigh veople as observers:
of the UNRRA, the Committee :

and Welfare, as well as -the addition

work in the Jewigh communities- . . .

s s -ooMmpossdof -t

Arieh Tartakower, Dr. Zorach Warhaftig and Mrs. Sophie;Vyl"
ference of the UNRRA in Montranlg:' s

he representatives or the :

Congress had to ¢ove with the go
treint and heeiteation on the nart of )

ther limited nast ach

@ ronrasentatives of the World Jewig

enemy arcas becuuge of race, . :
8 in favor of the United Nationg, ' Tn thig - :
neivle of relisf to victims of Nazi:oppression,,
zurdless of theip netionality, and the wrincinle of -agelstence
these victimg in eénemy

dslegetion extended,

the same principle
smbrace libersted arsas w

end stuteless persons would als
&nce of the UNRRA. These resolutions wereg il -
1y by the Committee @nd by the Counoil. : o

The e&bove resolut

lons covared

almost entirsly the firét‘two
ewlsh Congrsg

8, exoept for the comvaratively




insignificent number
territoriecs ¥ 0 canno
the disnlaced persons
ing in n2utral -countrie
World Jewish Congresa!:-
of the UNRRA in the rssé
not wish to be renatvieted; %
its session in Montresl.. The
such @n sxtension of the sc
would involve large financ
administretion was not nrenared to:ghould
certaln agreement had anverently. been roeched:
between the UNRR4 and the Intergovernmentc [
Refugases, according to which the s&
" reswonsible for the trensportation en
.vliaced persong whoicannot or do not-wis

The problem of Jewish rerrsssntution inthe Coungi
UNRRA was the objsct of discussion:with several:
nany of which wers finslly won over to-&en ivrréc
imsortence of this mroblem; the resl difficult
vincing the sdministration of the UNRRA.  The rs“regentat '8
of the World Jewish Congrsse and the Awericen Jewish Confarsn
submittad & joint an-licution for edmisslon B ObSSIVETS,- $0- %
the Director General of the UNRRA end to the chalrmunof the
Srecicl Committes on Observers. We wers “romiged that. shisg
s-nlicstion would be recormendsd to the edmininstration for
further investigation; e finel decision will be. rewched:at
the next session ¢f the Council. - Lo

R EES

4side from the World Jewish Congress), severwl other - [+ i
orzan izatidng were remresanted at thé Confersnce of Ahe UNRRA -~ =73
in Montrecl. In order to insure o certain degres ofcooneras B
tion betwesn thesge orgunizutions, for the scke- of the:Jew :
diznity «nd $0 strengthen the chunces of the sdortion.ofiour
demands by the UNRRA, & joint meebing wus culled of the "%
revresentutives of the Jevish orzunizations -in Montreal: At
thet mesting in which, wsidie from ths World-Jewish Oongresy
re~resentutives of the.Joint Distribution Committee;ithe .
émericen Jewish Committee, the Agudes Isroel, the ‘Amsrio
Jewish Conferencs end the Cenadian Jewigh Oongress particl
w joint stetement, contuining the demands formuleatad by 't
World Jewish Congress, wos cdowted. This stutamant -wus ‘sub-
mitted to « joint Committee com-osged of members: of “the Commi’
tees on Velfare, Heclth end Disnliced Persons of  tha. UNRR
Mr. Saul Hoyes, Exscutive Director of the Canedien - Jeyieh:
Gonzress, who Wwus invited to arrear a8 the recresentitive
the Canedlen Gouncil. of Voluntary Relief Avenolsg: @ i:

% K %

Followinz the confsrence of the UNRRA in Montrssl; the
Vorld Jewish Congress decided to oontinue its work in this:
field by keeming in constunt touch with the. offiolule-of ‘the
edministrution in order to insure the “ruwoticel wiplicution; of
the resolutions vlo~ted -in Yontrecl. ' L

Our efforts to wesure the wdmission of Jewish cbservars
to the Council of the Aiffersnt Committees of: the  UNRRA will
bs continued, esreclully with rezuri to the Committees mesting
in-London. W& shull cleo zndscvor to increuse ths . number.of-
gew%sh officiels in the UNRR4, narticularly those to be-sent
o Euro»e. ST .

" —— - S A T - Mo
In addition to this, & contact 18 being ssteablished with
the militury .uthcrities in the United Stutes wnd Greut. ..o ..
Britcin, that 7e mey ksen informed, wbout- the. wlens:.congerning.
the dis~laced parsons in liberated territories under miditury -~ -
uiministrition.  The Vorld Jewish Congress will endeavor B0t ]
influence the molicy of thess cuthorities Wwith-respactito -
the ~aertiouler nesds of the JewishApopulations-involvad;.  :
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8 in the UNRRA.

Dr. Tertekower, during his visit to London-ix-Fs
March of 1944, hed several conferanqeé,wjth'SirlHerbéfﬁ E
Dirsctor of the Intergovernments1 Commit‘eé;fdr,Réfugeestﬁnd;

Other high officisls of the Committee: ,ec}ricerﬁing'ré'goﬁe Problen

The Intergove mmentz] Committae, promigéqd itsicooperatr

of the problems discussed. The question: of Jdewish‘ e
in the Interzovernmentel Committes wes &lso

cugsion,

net to 5

the mechinery of the Committ

Wwith &ll orzanizetions concerned.

The imdortent question of the deverture. of cefﬁaiﬁ:cateédriés i
of Jewigh refusees, at “regent in the territory of:the Sovidgt i

Union, was &lso submitted to the Director of -the Intergovermmental.

Committee Who -romiged to discuss the matter with. the Russian- <
resresentetives in the committes, the situaticn of “the."
refugees in Meuritius, de ) - more then thres yeurs:
was discussed, and Sip Fmerson *romised to find & satisfactory
solution to this problem. (See further detdls "in. the revrort-of~
the Jewish Imigration-Division). i ST

The Intergove rnmental Committes for Refuzees was rerresented
in Montreel by My, Patrick Malin snd Migs Mertha Bighle, During
& confersnce betwsen them and the remresentutives of .the Vorld
Jewigh Congregs wnd the Americen Jewish Conferencs, problems
concerning sesistwnce to be granted by the Intergdvernmental
- Committee in the resettlement of persons who cénnot or do not:
-wish to be renutricted, were discussed end certain suggegtions.. |
Were formulated by both sides. The contact with ths—Intergoveznf .
mentul Committes ig being maintained angd mey bérstrengthened
further in the future, in connection with the regults: of ‘the o .

lagt session of the UNRRA Gonfaerence in Montreqlir
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REPORT ON THE ESTABLISHVENT OF
'STANDING COGEITTEE FOR

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION by Dri H.H Landsberger-

The STANDING COMMITTER FORFILIEF AﬁﬁREHﬁBILiTA oN
was esteblished during the months of June to ‘September 19

¥
ag part of the Advieory Council on Buropean Affairg, . affilia=;

ted with the World Jewish Congress. At present this.
COM"ITTEE ig divided into 4 SUB-COMFITTEES, namelyi

1) SUB- COMMITTEE FOR DISPLACED PERSONS. ©

2; SUB-CO"MITTE® FOR HEALTH AND CHILD GARE. S
3) SUB-COMMITTEE FOR LEGAL AND POLITICAL REHABILITATTON:
4) SUB-COMFITTEES FOR CULTURE AND EDUCATION, - -

4 fifth sub-committee: for economic reecons truction
ie in the process of formation. S

The COMNITTEE is compoged of qualified experts, amohg
whom &re smericans of Buropean descent end representatives
of Buropean couhtries with.a background of scientific,
communzl, or social work. c-

The idea of the STANDING CO HITTEE was conceived after
the first conference of UN'R4 in ~tlantic City, where it Sl
became evident that: o R

a) The World Jewish Congress hss no rival.ag.to
of the Jewish situation and comprehension of- the ‘isg
at stake; ' L

b) The various authorities and adminigtrations.'are
eager to take cognigence of memorenda baged on facte and
to congider suggestions of resl weight. - T A

Fortuna tely enough, lesders of a great many Jewisgh
cheritable institutions rnd organizations from Emropean” -~
countries are active within our répresentative committess; -
but until then, the presence in New York of hese Jewish
leaders in exile wes utilized by the World Jewish Congress
only for the purpose of estebliching ¢ Politidal sdvisory
Council., . ’ L -

In order to bve prepared for participating in the Pogtd
War Relief and Rehebilitrtion work, the World Jewish Congress
hed to create a new advigory body cepeble “of Béudying problems
pertsining to UNPRA.:nd other relief adninistrations sndof
preparing concrete pleneg for the rehsbilitation of the
Jewigh =eople. . - )

The idea firet took shavpe in the suggestion of forming
e -"UNION OF EUROPE,N JE ISH TTLIEP ORG.NIZ.TIOFS 'ND o
IFSTITUTIONS", composed of refugee lesdere-of such Yodiesh
Tiiis Union would hove had unchellenged authority to negotiate
with the govrnments and the varicus organizationg concerned.
It)would heve been able to reesteblish, while etill . zbroad;




organizations.: But’ they ell-eare
“th “time being, as éxperts on the
they had previougly been: cohce
would have to Ve congidered s

union, and should be.called
Rehabilitation, s Thus the i 3

Thie $tendiag Committes will

a) It will Gonvoke a8’ Jewigh, |

to relief 'and rehsbilitation’ et -whi

of thie field will be brought® o the

opinion. The general public is ohlyis 1
with the digsaster that. hae befallenthe: Fewis
It is our duty to enlighten them. . ‘he:: Confer
dewconstrate and drametize the necegsity. df -
and Tehebilitation meesures for the. Jewish:

This Conference is now in prgbaré,t on:
‘held in.-the very near future. -

b) The practical work of the Stending Committe

. be héndled by its eub-committees end will cong

_ preparation of a draft program d pos t-war-Relief an

- bilitation for the Jewish people. The gub<committ
have to synchronize the plens for variougcountrie
work out the relationship with the activitiem-.of
tive Governments. They will have to work Soutithe
weys of bringing these plens before theauthorities: 1
end carefully observe their implementaidn;. uging forith
-purpose ‘all the channele which the Horld--Tevwish“Congre
establighed in its contacts with governments “in
governmentsl bodies. : RE

Problems of the recong ruchi on. of -Jewigh life
very concretely considered, in direct relation=witl
developments. Both governmentsl and inkrgovernmental
ingtitutions set up to desl with p¥oblens of velief sn

rehsbilitation are now going into actions

Therefore, the meeting~ of the World: Jewish Cornigrece
with UFRRA, oswell as other governmental- and™imgr overnmental
‘bodies must be guided sy memcrende explaining. end. émphesizing
the Jewich eepect of relief problemi. . e must see to it -
that the Jews will be given ¢t lezst the gime -treatment” - -
ag the other ncedy populatione in the va.rious -
countries. Moreover we must ingigh upon prio. : Lo
eepecial coneideration for the Jews. - The eeagons. for such
exceptionsl treatment have to be presentéed. in -8 convite ing:
way, and have te be mede intelligible to the: organizations
concerned ee well s to the militery ogcupation: authoritie
This can only be done through specialigzed ‘end7déetaled
work, baged on the results of practicali‘éxperience tg
well ag of gcientific research. S

Up to now, three sub-committess have e’:lrr;_.dy‘, mety

Tng SUB-COMNITIEE FOR CULTURE AND EDUCATION; ‘the -
SUB-CO' ¥ITTEE TOR HEALTH /ND CHILD CARE, end- the SUB« -
COMMITTEE FOR DISPLACED-PERSONS. . = . - - .

. It wee only natural thet the main quegtion:discu
in all three CO¥MITTEBS, wes our demand for gpecial
ment of Jewe in the field of Relief and Ruhebilitati
o three main sperkere in the respective SB~COMMEITTEES," g




Dr. Tartakower (DISPLACED PERsous) :
A¥D EDUCATION), and Dr—Wulmasn (HEnLT A
formulated. eand explained - thle samg ‘de

This problem is the more 1mnortant i1
fundamental principles of UNNRA's work .is
on s non-secterian basis, and without discriminz

of religion, race or nztionality. CueStiong” thus
the advisability of asgking for gpecial meagu
and whether such demands would not indicateia
. in UKRRA «nd introduce an. element of separe

of genersl character. This main queetion. demand
ag 1t can easily mislead even people who may have
tentions and who are libersl-minded and advanced thei
of the forme and cheracter of aid to be given in:livers

countries e

In a gummary way, we could have eanily dlsposed of. thlu
question by merely stéting thet the unprecedented .end’ e ;
ordlncrj Jewish sufferings sre in themselves a sufficient: baels
for the erecial trestment of Jewe sfter the war. But-this. . o
summery enswer will not be sufficient to convinee non- Jews.
Therefore all 3U3-COIZITTERS agreed upon the necessity of a
detailed COmpll?tlon of £11 the weighty reasong of medlcal,
religious, culturzl, and pe ycholo ical neture on which the
demand of gfeciel treztment for Jews cen be based, --Only then -
can one raice a second question: "HCY is special aid for Jews .
to be provided?" In the following, a brief report of the items”
under discussion in the three SUB~-COTVITTIES will be glven.

1. SUB-COMITTEE T“OR CULTURE A¥D EDUCATIQN.

Yembers: Ra®hi Simon Lenger, Prof. Jacgueg Hadamerd (an'On

hle way to Ficnce), Fr. Andre Spire, Prof. Andre ¥eyer, Rabbi -
Semuel Brot, ¥r. S. Aptroot, Dr. Robert Serebrenik, Rabbi Igaac
tlcalay, Dr. Max Grienewald, Rebli Jca chim P11nz. Dr. Xurt Herz,
Frof. Aron Treimen, Dr, 'dolf Leschnitzer, Dr. Xex Csborn;

Rebdbbi ¥. Schulmén, Dr. ¥ax *ieinreich, Dr. 3. “einreb, Dt W, o :
Blatberg, Rabbi B. ¥, Hendles, Rabki Dr. I. Levin, Prof. A. Weiss,
Prof. Guido Xisch, Prof. Hugo Perutz, Mr. . J. 7. Sto- rpelmen;

Rebbi J. Cerdozo, Prof. Arturo Castiglioni, Prof. Roberto Lopez,
Prof. Bruno Roggi, Rabbi J.5. Fischer, Dr. Richerd Beer Hofman,
Dr. Rudolf Glenz, ¥r, Jack Pinto, Prof. S. Hermen. =

The purpoee of ‘this COXITTER, as was outllned 1n the open--

ing cddress delivered by Dr. Gruencwsld, is to advise. the World::
Jewigh Congrees on religious, educetionsl, and cultural nmtters
end to eneble the Congrese to negotirte with the internztional’
organizations #nd zovernments concerned, cnd with the Jewlch
Lgency or other bodies interested in Jew1°h Bducrtion (4 [
the Borrd of Jowigh Wducation, IVC, Histedruth Ivrith). Some
of theec, such as the Jewish Council on Public Rel: “tioney . the. |
Refbinical Semineriee £nd Yeshivot, hove rlready begun work in "’
thiz ficld.

v

The 3UB-COMITTEE hes to bring cbout unlty in progr< m and
£ction with the other Jewiegh intcrnotional educetionsl . orgrnizé-
tiong. Besidie the nctionel governmente, the mein bodies involved
in reconetruction work in the fiecld of culturc end educetion are:,

1)-The "United Vrtione Crgenizcotion for Bducation.and

Culturcl Recongtruction" formed by & conference of Allied - - :

Finigtere of Zducrtion rnd Religion in Me ¥, 1944, ‘This educztiond
Ry UKRR/L, whogo coustltutlng asgembly in London wag headed by the

leader of the “merican delegrtion, J. 7illirm Fullbright, will

hove the following tesks, &s described in a gtetement veleased by

the State Deprrtment: . g

) Restorction of educctional facilities.

) Restocking of librrries.

¢) Trcining of cerefully eeclectzd etudents d) sesistance in

recovery ¢nd restorction to the rightful owners of educectional
mrterisl looted by the lxis.




congtriction, whosé:im
hogstels to be et v

of libereted couniri
schoole, esteblishmen

for students, ichestg for wo

In contecting these orgeniz

be orepared ‘to show whet-we  owred;
what we need. The Jorld Jewish ¢

tration of Jewiegh broperty,:=includiij

in occupied countries; but.thers Wil

in completing this work, and cer
divergéence between the Pr ogr-ms: con !
netionsl orgenizetionsg and the sco 37 0 “Jeiis
Stete Depertment's stetemont mentions: the™
to ite rightful ownere. A question
ful owner ig in ceses where a. comnunit
leaving legrl Jecwicgh succesgore, e
Burope where such problems will becom
€ severe struggle to obtein a2 setisfe
verious govermments on this matter. Jnother
mey erige in connection with Jewigh childreé

in the custody of the Catholic Church, :

- '3till enother impor tent problem/reg

will not be able to return to their origins

will hcve to live in = temporzry residence 1
resettlement. To restore snd meintain the morals
groups, textbooks'describing the heroic rol :
in wnderground rrmies, in the Palestin

of Youth "liysh will heve to be publighed,:

the self-respcct of the youth end would: i
acting the missionsry activitiee of th

One of the mein topics to be cong
will be the greve problem of providing
There is & vast figld for the Commiittee!
congtruction of Jewigh communities of Centr
The question of Russiz will elso hrve toiibe
¢nd discussed. 4 no legs importent ‘probl :
the verious Jewigh settlewments, of permenent-or i
- chirzcter, throughout the world-~in Shengl
of South .merice, znd in gozttered sett

In order to rccomplish the task desc

ghould work towerds -the ésteblishment of:

£) 4 Jewish trueteeship, consieting of leading ‘religious snd
educetionel representetives end organigzetion: £ t E
nition through the mein powers of the United:

obteined, R e g

b) /n educetionsl union compos ed of Jowigh educotional org
ations as a counterpert of the non=Jéviigh dducational and
internctionel organizetions, e : :

‘mong the meny problems discussed by the Committes were
the questions of Soviet Russia rnd,our;donﬁactsrwith;thé'JéWis
communities of that country, of thelrecohétructi@h:qflbu1tpré
inetitutions in Burope~-with due cofsidersti the  dirfd
in culture betwsen Eastern and Wester
siturtion of the German Jews:.
recommended the sub-divigion of:
four sectiogs:




For negotilations: bebwe 5 Norl i
-For the prepardtl6n’of i program L6F oup
governments, - LR El
For problems connecteéd with publicity,
%eneral public opiniohi:is not informe
“tion. L g
For further scientific'studies,in'thi

. L
2, SUB-COMMITTEE FOR HEALTH AND -GHILD-GARE

ltembers: Prof, Siegfried Altmann, Prof.. Herbert-Elias,

Sudeman, Prof. T, Anigstein, Dr, Gustav. Bychowski;

Prof. A. Lejwa, Sen. R. Szereshowski, Dr. I, Wilmsay

Friedmen, Prof. Isidor Held, .Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum

-Wechsler, Dr. Lazar Rosental, Mrs, Jenny -Fink; 1

Proujanski, Mr, Mendel Haber, Dr. Samuel de . Lange ]

Funaro, Prof. Mario Volterra, Dr., Felix Rezek,. Mr. Ple

Dreyfus, Dr. J. Jacobson, Dr. Rudolf Loevenstsin Pro; :

Wolf, Dr, Frederick Aron, Dr: Margarete fehrend, Dri--W. Blinsberg,.
Prof, Bruno Kisch, Dr. Frich Seligman, Dr, Mendal,ﬁudarski;gf_ o
Prof, Dr. Otto Loewi, Mrs, Caroline Wi jzenbeck; Dr.:8. Malowist

Dr. Bathan: Welgl, B ; ' R

- Dr. L., Wulman, former head of Toz, Poland; Director of 0SE
in New York, outlined in his opening address the principal:.
reasons why the Jewlsh people need special attention. in the' " - -
distribution of post-war relief., He classified these reasong = . . .
into four main groups. . S .

Extraordinary versecution practlced against Jews,
Medlcal reasons. ’
Religlous and cultural reasons,

Psychological reasons,

the first group he included the following: a) Ghettos, where
only Jews were confined and treated in a manner leading. to .death,
b) Deportation, on a scale far greater than any people-in Europe,
c) Starvdtion - the German food policy with regard -to Jews:was
deliberately desigyned to undermine the Jewish population physi=
cally and hasten their destruction. d) Martyrdom of -Jewish = 7
children -~ "Jewish children need not grow up" became ‘the -Nazi::-
slogan all over Burope., The Germans set themselves:the tagk of
destroying the younger Jewish generation., =

Among medical reasons for special treatment Dr. #ylwan- entione

a) The reverse of positive vital phenomena among Jews. :-b) The
profound rhysio-chemical disequildbrium among starving Jews o uws
c) Mental disturbances. d) Sveclal nervous and psychotid Syndron. .
among Jewish children. e) The liquidation of the entire Jewish
medlcal facilities in BEurope, : . o

Religious and cultural reasons also require a special approach
to Jewlish problems. The Jewlsh masses of Burore, especially of
Central and Eastern Europe, adhere to rell_lous beliefs; customs,
and rituals pertaining to diet, the slaughter of animals, and
observance of the Sabbath and Jewish holidays, which must be. .
respected. - -

O0f utmost importance are the psycholo_ical reasons ‘since in
modern medical treatment the psychological factor, pedagoglc.
influence, plays a decisive role, especlally with respect- to
children whose hypersensitlvity and susplalousness. of the out-
side world will persist for a long time after the war, - )

The second part of Dr, Wulrwan's rerort was dedicated to the - - .
"Character of Jewlsh medical and chlld-care institutlons" to:. be
created Iln Furope after the war., 4 carefully elalorated .
program was developed which includes provisions for:

a) Large convalescent homes and ‘campa. b ) Hospltals, clinlcs,
and sanatoria. c¢) Rapid disinfection and anti-epidemic unlts.
d) Food kitchens and canteens. e) A network of Jewlsh R
child-care institutions, o .




The;pfqblemfbf'c
the future of the
in the Lirth rrte,

3 followed by
birth,

the Jewieh child populrtion

rlmost entirely, of “¢hildren of school
the digcussion following thig report:

Committee agreed upon: the importence.

icge
“thevi ¥
of: bolgt

for specirl trectment of Jews end meking our

undergtendeble to orgenizetions
egke of this Committee ‘will be the
-nother importent guestion is.- the
in the Western Europern countries
Europe. The Committee was futkhe v
siturtion of Jewish physiciene.

In rccordence with &
working committes wisg

of the Committee Tor Heslth znd Child-Cere.

mittee decided, :t = recent measting,
sub-gectiong; ’ C
1) For generrl medicrl lelp for Jews
Jewigh nceds, problems of nutrition,
heclth, of Jewish mentel diserces,
medicel help Br Jews).

~2) For child crre (medicel halp for

1ike” UNRR

nd those
congerned

suggestibn médé'by Dr P N
appointed in order to orgrnize “tha’rotivit Ger ol

Thig -plrnnin

to get up the follow

(domonétrrtiﬁgispéciplrr
of recuperstion of Jewish

md of the orgrnizstion of

children in the'nentpl end ; ‘f'i7

physical fiedd, hzlp to digplzced #nd uprooted children):

3) Por restitution of Jewich medical

property. ' This sub-sedtion

will rleo hrve to desl with the future of chish_phygiqiané;'~

-t the next genersl mecting to be hold in the first peff7
of November, the Cormittse Will -stert ite arecticel work on the

rtove umentioned problemg.,

3. SUB-CONMMITTEE ICR DISPL CTD FPERSQNS .

Prof. Bugtne Kulisher,.Dr.
Julius

lembers:
Fried, Dr.

r. furt Grossminn, Dr. Mertin Rosgnbluth, Hr. )
Silve-8olis, Nr. Leon slter,
‘penszleck, Dr. Simon Rernetein, Kr., M. Moses[—Mp.,J;,de

¥r. Yrre Viechnitzer, Nr. D. Dr
¥r., J.
Lenge,
Ctto Heinrich, ¥rse.
Reymond Feyl, Vre,
Dr. ‘ngiolo Preves,

‘r. Devid Silve, Dr.

Trude E.
Dr. Guido 3Bechi,

s

Joseph Schechtmen,! Dri T

Arutzkue, ¥r. Sigismund Leib, Er, Hérmannlﬁulleﬁq

Herbért‘Seeligei,,

5. Bickel, Prof., Hex Legerson,; "Mr.
Sophic V. Grinberg, Kr. Borig.Gorlin; ¥r:
Frenk, Dr,
Dr.

Herry B. Bernstaiti-Bénvery
Oscer Xerbeehy ¥

Stirseny, Dr. Prul Yeuberger, Iir, Isairh Rosowsky, ¥r. Ernest

This Sub-Committee, which heg
herrd from Dr.
Jewieh Congress
with regerd to the two
¥ontregrl.,

The tasks in thie domein

gre of utmost importenee.
~rc over four million Jecwigh dieplzced porsong in Zuropex

#lrecdy held two.mectifige, -~
Tertrkower rbout the prst efforte of the Yorld

in the figld of digplr
geggions of UMRR., in

ced pereone,” perticulsrly’
Stlentic City ‘end-
,;There -
Here,

too, the provlem of priorities for Jews pleys & grect role.

nother problem involveg ie
persons. The orizinel .idee
c¢itizens of ¢1lliecd n: tions.

frecd with perticuli rly grect difficulties y for
£re rcluctent to sdrmit persons of thet
Jews do not wich to be repetrirted.

mente

Cfsese

Congress hes achicved significent gring

bereons, .t ite lrgt segeion UNRR.',
grest significence; ) To grint ¢
of psrsecution found in libereted

mrin to be golved,

found in neutrs1 countrieg, of agsis trnee to

thst of the netionrlity of displacéd
guiding UNRR .
The reprtrirtion of non-citizens: is

wre t0 rseist only

certain govern-
kind. “In other . .
The World Jewigh . -o
in the Tield of'displresd
dopted 4wo resolutions of

gsigtrnce to =11 displebeq victimg
‘&ress, regrrdless
clity; ©) To greng rgelstence to vietime of
found in enemy or €xX-enemy territory. L )
€.£. the question of enemy or ex-enemy netionslg

of thgir'naﬁioq-

ﬁqrsecutionAwhaghér;
Other problems .still res

be granted ‘to groups

in cnemy or ex-eneny territory. who cr.not be congidered displsced

pcreons. ] :
not wich to be repriris ted,

to ret in this fiecld.

Concerning the rgeettloment of
UNRR.. did not wish
strting thet the Inter-Governmental Committee

people’ who crnnot. or do
to-mrkela.decisiqn,:__,
would be compstent. ...




Therefore,
militery occupe r
be informed concerning the 3
UMRR. by us will have to-be 2pprozched.
to be established with -the Intervernmen
will be ingstrumentrl in finding. homes for disnls
cennot or do ‘not wish to be ‘répatristadi ~Contects
Internstional Labor Office hrve.40 be. i inteined:
The World Jewisgh Congress hrsg elready secured IT
of Jews, deported for forced lebor rg "leborerel; :
ney heve the benefit of gocirl insurence;, for whoge payment.
Germeny is to be held. One of the niein duties orthe ‘Committe
will be to preprre for our epproasgh to the verioung Governmsy
which will remcin rn importent fector with ‘Tegard tothé prob
of di sple ced pergons, Thig Committee, in close coobsratic
the re Pregentstive committees of the “World ‘Jewish Congrese’:
t0 coordinate the plans for thses contacts with the verious:
ments rnd the subsequent negot iz tioneg : ) SE A

.

the Committee for Digpls ced Persons, nemely:

Dr. Tartzcower proposed to egtrhlish four s'ub—_sec'tiro

1) & sub-cection for cowmunicetions with UFRR!; 2) 2 sub<sédtion -

for epproschirg the virious representetive committeeg in ‘orderto:
discuss the problems of their communticetiong to the respective.
governments; 3) a sub-gection to inform public opinion 'é'oncern'i,-ng' o

the problem of displeced peTsons; 4) ¢ subssection to ‘spprocch N o
the Soviet authorities rnd discues with them the question of - e
residents f the USSR, who werc not there before the wer. :

. In the discusesion durins the first two meetings of the

: Committee for Dieplrced Persons, mrny problems of deteil ware
brought up. In order to metericlize, as goon aog possible, the
above-mcnt ioned coordirm tion of our communicetions with the

virious governments, it was decided ¢t the 1wt meeting to .cell

fnother meeting to which delegrtes of 11 TYepresentstive “com~"

nittees cffilicted with the orld Jewigh Congress should B¢ in-.

vited. "This mceting wae scheduled for the beginning of Novenber.

4. SUB-CCMYITTEZ #CR IZG T "ND POLITICAL REH BILIT TICN:

¥emberg: Prof. _.. Fugebrum, Dr. Hugo Zamerich, Ml\ernf‘r'e'd_Georg:é,:fij"': v
srof. H., Rheirgtrom, Dr. Brnest Stcefel, Mr. 1frad Bondy, Dy, i

. Peul Feouberger, Prof. “lex Pekelie, Prof. Renzo Reve, Profi =
-ngelo Piero Sercni, Dr. ‘ngiolo Treveg, Dr. Jacob Robinson,’_
Dr. Jecob TFrumki., Prof, Jean Sylvein Weiler, ¥eitre Henry Tor
Dr. Henry Sindr, Prof. Reoul ~glion, Prof. Robart Mosse, Di. %
Stein, ¥r. Virdieleyw Szattenstein, Dr. 7. Wehrheftig,: D Loon.. :

Xuboritzki, Prof. Nico Gunzburg, Dr..Harry Torczyn:r, Dr,., B Spier

Dr. Zrul Reinar, Dr. Gerhrrd Jecoby, Mr., Simon §. Yegeim, Dr.

3iegfricd Xentor, Dr. Oscer Zerbechy ¥r., _lexis Goldenvicigor.

Thie Committoe will hold ite first mceting in the beginning

of ¥ovember, brasing ite discusegions on the etatement of the Yorld

Jewish Consreoge concerning M"Reetorrtion of Jeowish Rights", In -

close contect with the Institute of Jewish "ifrirs, the Sub-

Committee will nlso decl, emong others, with the followirg .

probleme: &) Jewish cspects of the propogsrls cdopted et -the

Dumbrrton Orke Conference; b) the problem of internsfionél
guercntees of Jewish rights; o) the question of snti-Semitigm

“eonsidered in ite netionel snd internctionel sspoctssy d) the

punighm.nt of the wer crimin-lg, - o
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S}. Cl;i;rlé; : qute

Report on the Registrati -
of Jewish Puclioc Proverty in Poland:

Submitted by R
D1, Kalmen Stein:

I. Introduetory Notes o L RN T
In July 1944 1%t was decidad that the Devartment: of Relief .
&nd Rehsbilitation shoul s 1n coopsration with the Répresent<.
&tion of Polish Jewry and other Polish Jewlsh ortanizations, -
undertaks the ragistrution of Jewish oommunel propérty:. in. R
Polund which, prior to Septembsr 1939, belonged 0. the: Jewish
communities -end all sooial,freligious,'oulturallgnd cheritable -
orgenizations, ' o T - .

Dr. Kalmen Stein was given the assignitent of oconducting ~tha
work of ths ragietration of Jewish communal property. L

Regsons for tha Fstablishment of & Spasial Office for the
Registrstion orf tha Proverty of Polish Jewry .. IR
The Representation of Polish Jovry pubt forth the démend that
& special office for the regigtration of Jewish communsgl’ ¢
property be organized in visw of the fact that tha post-—war
problamg which will confront tha remnents “of Polish.Jewry . - -
will be far greuter wnd more complex than those. fuoi bhets
othar Jews of Eurove, A, : A

During ths period of terrible losses suffersd by th J Wl

in all Nazi-ocoupied countrizs, Polieh,Jewiy;w&sﬁalmos e
totally wmihilated. There is not one Polish Jew today living' ™
in his pre-war home; nor is there one, ofrthE'almQS§,IOOO'ia,—"
Pre-war Jewish communities, left. No &ctive Jewish welfars -
organizations remedn. There ia nothing left of -thg rich |
pre-Var Jewish 1life in Roland. After the war everything will -
hav: to bz restored. Theald commuriities will have. %o -be re—
orgznized. The few Jewish ohiliran still to be faund alive
will hove to be brought buck to schoolg,qft@;umanyvlgng,yearsﬁ
during which they were d2prived of elleducationsl possibili~
ties, end the Jawigh welfure organizations will have to be
restored so thuat they mey be able to ssrve the needy Jewigh
population. . B T . )

The totel destruction of Jewish life in Polénd-mekes it imper—
effort be exerted, ‘whan the possibility
restore the life of Polish Jowry. The ~-
tgsdy which befell .the ‘greatest Jewigh
community in Eurove eand ths immensity of - the ‘task 6f rebuild-
ing 1% will, of course, roqyuire the varticulsr attention of ..
the World Jewish Congress. T s =

The Importence of the Tusk ; o

The difficulfies ond the complex problem involved in the
restorction end rehebilitution of Polish Juwish 1ife will be:
too tremendous for us %o hope to cope with af onoé. No matter-
how muoh outeide help is rendered, 1t will not and eannot




m
cennot ‘expect thet. digplioed
be' wble, .to wny. significent de
which -will -enthle it te
We Wers 0 miks prepurition end;
$o begin unew their sooi: mmunal s 1
this vast problem of rehabllitatish woul
toted, SR

6Ty AD
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The restoretion of eri'ii’éhf ultural;
in Poleind will requlre extonsive: fin

«8 poseible. It is not unliksly thut ‘the resfos

Jewish communcl property muy, for m.ny re 0

gccomplish then thel of the looted Jewish- pri
T

Neverthelass, thers own be ro doubt Shet trémondos: 01
Wwill huve to be exerted in order to achieve tlhe restoretion
of the Jewish communcil proverty. BRI SR R

Work fccomplighed %o Dute - -
T

. tnordir to be wble to put forth cur oludmsy it g eagenti il
of course, to huve (nexcct knowledge of ‘the egsets-of Poligh -
Jewry bafore the wer end it is our primery tuBkto register. o
«nd evilutite ag wocuratsly o8 vogsible Jewigh’ ocmmunm.;prop%-i o
erty in Polwnd befors the war. During the:lagt thre i
since tha crsution of the Regis 3
necessery groundwork hus beds
of the lerge wnd complcx
Jewish commun il property,

7hich formerly belonged to the Jewish communities wnd .the. : -
oultural, religious, socicl wnd churitebls orgunizutions
in pre-wur Polend. : S L

It is our task to truce und register «11 typos of -z':'rop'e‘ftyr

If we bdur in mind the faot thet Polish Jewry ‘Gonsisted of

33 million people; thot it was compoged of ~1000. communitisa, -
8&oh with its own synwgogues, schools, ond churitable: natit—.
utions; thut there ware thousinds of sociwul,: culturil: Telige
lous cnd welfere orgunizutions # the camtry,  thib 41,9 Smm el
Rroperty - ° of Polish Jewry réprosented the toolmulition .of.
hundreds of yeura — then, «nd only then, cun Wwe properly:
approcicte the vustness of our tugk, Tpr e

Thers ure two buses on which such w registrition~can b :
condrctod, «nd both wre utilized by us to the grévtest ex=
tent: first, refeorence to cll publighed meterigl roleting’i:
fo Jewish life in Poland; séoond, relicnceon personel in-
formetion received from vurious sourcesd. BT

As the first step in institﬁting dur inveat»i’gmtioh, 'We,héeve
gethered «ll the ewviileble metericl in the NeW&York'libr:.ries,”'
und huve now st.rted the personwl inquiries, ) : _

The neature .nd scome of the difficulties whiok bedet ug cin
best be reclized from the fudt thet thers Was no. oomplets
ligt of Polish Jewigh communities wriellable.£0n” the -buais-
of & publicution issued by the Poligh:.Statistioal Office; .
Such o list wes compiled. We now heve uidurd: index file of.-
1053 communities whose Jewish povulition‘rumbe red 5000 ox' :
more. The letter group is of gourse mors :»impo'rt.,nt'for,th,e,;
burposes of rogistrution since the major purt of ‘the ‘Jowigh
communsl property. cun be found in these —1.:;rgar‘oommun,iti_es.

Primarily, we muet mcke evary offort to 806 that & complete -
roglstrution and eveluwtion of Jowish property is mede for 7.
these communities, When this, which is our most importent T
tusk, will hve been ccoomplished, we Will be able’ t0 complete
our work by &dding informction conoorning smellér wnd less
importint oommunities. . . - .
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The wocumuls; Publisha
communi ty publicutions, it :
source of much viluible informestion
Property in verious comrunities {
ities, such

,irLP,Oli;\ndffO—I‘— the-yesr 1936+
oomplete -register of one very
oonmmunel property, insofur &g
concerned. :

Besides the aocumul ution of "Library! moteriel “hioh provides
us only with g fractioncl port of the: roquired date, “Wo:Neyve
¢lso bsgun .to gither personel informition. 4 detuiled quest=
ionndire wgg prevored .nd printed. It congists of 24 Pazes

end is divided into thrse seotions: 1) Immovable property, -
with the following subdivisionst Office buildings; upertment
housas, Synwzogues, cemeteries,- school buildings, shuritable
institutions (orphanages,,nurseries,.kindérgqrtené,‘homes for
-the cged, homes for the discbled .nd blind, ©t6.), Hospit.ls,
oonvelescent homes, ritucl bith houses, domitoriss, TECTeE~
tion centers, lots .nd ferms. 2) Yoveble property, with the
following subdivisiong: religious wriicles, book ‘collections;
&rt colleotions, schocl équipnent, equinment of cormunitieg,
welfere orgenizations, SQcieties, ats; wnd cls0 mortgaged - -
property, securities, bunk agcounts, oluins,  otc. 3) Cooperns .
ctives, banks, Gemil.th Hesed funds. This queéstionneire ig™
boing sent out to Jewigh leaqers~from Polwnd now in Paleastine,
drerice wnd the Britigh Empire, who will he &ble to--supply

us With sccurcte informution rogurding Jewish propsrty in
their respective comrunitiesg,

We know thet the filling in of the very detulled guestionneire
711l require much effort end time. However, ws arc of the
opinion that ths registration will be of réul vilue only if
it is ws cormlzta «8 »0s8sibls under the cirounstenocs. Super—
ficidl informetion will be of no consequence, -

Besides infor:ation received from individucls, "sdditionsl
inforn.tion cen b5 obtuined from differont lendsmannsohafteon
«nd groups of Polish Jows in vorious countricsy «nd espeo=
1ully here in the United Btetos. Before the: wer, almogt: =
evory Poligh Jewish grouv ebrosd financed some institution -
in its home city. We hewve therefore prevared aigecond quéste. .

lonncire for the lendsncnnscheften end we cre now ‘beginning -
to send it out., We hops thet these groups, in wvisw ofithe~ "
imvortince of the post-wur reh.bilitution #ork’, will coops i
erahe with us fully. Fin.lly, we hewe wp»rocchéd tho ‘various:: .
orgeniz.tions (The Joint Distribution Jommittee, Qge, Ort,
Yivo, Jowish Golonizection Associution, €t0.) which functioned
in Polund, ond we hope to receive fronm thom informution  con=
cérning their reswectiv: fislds of” cotlvity in nre-wer

Polend, -

In the orginizutionsl fleld, we huvo vursued the following
plen: we heve orgunized u speci:l Gommission on Reglatretion
of Publio Property in Polcnd, inviting Polish Jewish lee.ders_ .
in this country to particivite, wnd we will try to obtain the
oooparation of orgsnizations of Pclish Jewa."We hcpe -to- o
able to estebligh ¢ olose collcboretion with the Centrel
Ropresentation of Psligh Jevry in Pclosting and tha vurious
grouns of Polish Jaws in the ocountries of Americe «nd the
Britigh Emnirs, osnecidlly with resnect to obtaining rerson—
ol infervetion frem the lecdera of tha Pdlish Jewm. Aow: pe—
8iding in thoge countries. Wo have alsc «pprocohod sevorcl
exnerts in the different spheres of Jewigh life in pPre-wear
Pelend, wnd we crs eertuin thet their knewledge will be of
velue to us in our work, . o -




Following ttresistration;

‘all the Jewish- o mmUn'al';p,'o?eriby:’,in' grde:

gssentiol materiel forithe politissl
be tiken toward its. regtituti
. of the Registrction Office o
for laws whoss gdoptd Aby -t
& prerequisite t0. the: reatose.
proparty, Of courss; «ll theas m»r Hogale Wi
implement the genercl pclicy.of:restitution
World Jewish Gongress in connedtion with

of restoration wnd rehebilitetion of Euro

We heve gl recdy prerured-the drift-of
ment of & "Fund for Polish Jewry" the.
preserve Jewish property (for whioh th
oluiments) end t6.be of gensral essigtend
tion ‘of Polish Jewry. This propomul. we
Polish Government in London by: the Renras
Jewry. . : SR L

Conclusiong S
It 18 obvicus thut this ragistretion work, heving
oll, & political wna nruwctical purpose, will 4lgo.
tremendous significince from the historioal,jpoin
No metter how sincers wnd neingteking our cfforte;

w8 should succeed in huving Jawisgh oomiuneal “Property resto
thers cen be no 1oubt thet totcl restitution o.nnet - be i
&chieved. Puart.of thet provderty wes dzstrcysd during the B
wer., Pert of it (mc-stly mevible preperty) wos looted wnd g
never be regeined. Hence, historical doounents &0l other.ob=:- -
jeots of histericcl wnd art vilus will foreéver-be logti «The. °
registration of Jewish communcl property will ot -lsust .g&5rve :

~ the nmurpoge of wting us en wuthsntic reccrd of proverty lost
and irretrievible. o < o
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REPORT ON A JEWISH SCHOOL FOR SOCIAL WORK -

The idea of establishing a schogl. for Jewish eGclal work originated
in the Institute of Jewish Affairs, and was adopted by the” Relief .
Department of the World Jewish Congress. The nécessity of a training
course for Jewish.social workers arises from the distinctivehnéess of -
the Jewish problem after the war, Hundreds of thousands of -Jews will
have to be saved from starvation and epidemics. ‘A magsy movement of
deportees and refugees will have to be organized and directed. New
economic foundations will have to be laid for the rehabilitatich of
the uprooted Jewish population especially in Central and "Bastern ="
Europe; the social and econonmic reintegration of Jews with the genoral
life of European countries will have to be planned ‘and Qarriod§9ut.

One of the important conditions of success in redbuilding the’Jewish .
community in Eure¢pe after the War is to secure a trained staff for tho
work of relief and rehabilitation. The agencies of Jewish social
work in pre-War Europe did not survive theiNazi regime. .The only way
to secure properly trained personnel to deal with the situation is:
to begin now to train.Jewish students willing to devote:themselves
to these tasks. S .

A special school must be established for this purpose, ‘The World
Jewish Congress has concluded that it is preferable to set up such ‘a
school in cooperation with an educztional institution in New.York =-
. City. After making several contacts to- this end, we decided to coni
centrate our efforts on the New School for Social Research.. Plans for

the future courses of study have been worked out in cooperation with: . -
Prof. Horace M. Kallen, Dean of the Graduate Faculty of i the: New: 3
School. (A description of these courses is attached), Ve ar

touch with Professor Kallen and Mrs, Vise-Polier, membey of::the Boar
of Trustees of the New School and hope to start the Gourses in the -
near future, - - R Ll

SCHOQL FOR SOCIAL WORK
COURSES OF STUDY

1. THEQRY OF SOCIAL WORK

(Causes of and methods of counteracting pauperization, aid for
physically or mentally, handicapped people, case work-with -families )
and individuals, orphan and child care, public hygiene,:social prob-
lems of education, psychiatric social work, legislation and social
work, problems of unemployment, cooperationias method of social
work)......................................1..;;.....;.;'10 hours

Mrs. Frieda Wunderlich, Prof, of the Graduate
Faculty of the' New School of Social Research,
and a lecturer to be designated from the staff.
of the New York School of Social Work




I. SOCIOLOGY OF “THE JEWS IN EUROPE

(Statistics of the Jews. Jewish populatio”}ﬁp?emeﬁt
economic and cultural aspects -of the Jéwish’communit

Jacob Lestschinski, Editor and Research crat
of the Yiddish Sclentific Institutes in Vilna;
Fellow -of the Yiddish Scientific Ianstitute in
New York; Statistician of the Institute of

- Jewish Affairs. s st
Bxperts.for individual countries: Rabbi Dr, J.7S,
Research Assistant of the Institute of Jewish-Aff

Expert on Hungary e e = i =

Dr. Gerhard Jacoby, Attornéy, Court of Appéalsrin
Berlin; Kesearch Assistant, Institute of Jewish -
Affairs; Expert on Germany

. B
Dr. Oscar Karbach, Secretary, Jewish Association
for the League of Nations in Vienna; Research
Assistant, Institute of Jewish Affairs; Expert
on Austria '

'II1I. JE¥ISH RELIGIOUS LIFE IN PRE-WAR EUROPE

(Jewish religious unity: Rabbinate, synagogues, social and’
cultural activities)... .v... 7 hours
Professor Dr. A. Veiss B
Professor, Yeshiva College; Former Hector '
of Institute of Jewish Sciences in Warsaw

1V. JEVWISH S0CIADL WORK BEFORE TEE WAR.+.vivs.vovaivn,..se 6 hOUFE

Dr. A, Tartakower, Head, Department Relief
and Rehabilitation of the World Jewish Congress:

V. DESTRUCTION OF JEVISH LIFE IN NAZI-DOMINATED EUROPE

(Deprivation of rights: Denaturalization,,ouilawing; expropriapidn{;:

of individual and communal property; Displacement: Refugees: dapor—;,r'?

tation, ghettos, labor and concentration camps; extermination).
teeeneraeaai. 6:hOUrs
Dr. Jacob Robinson, Lithuanian Counsel EREE
of the Permanent Court of International

Justice in the Zague; Director, Institute

. of Jewish Affairs

VI. RELIEF _AND RESCUE_WORK

Relief and rescue during the war by non-Jewish and Jewlsh organi-
zations. (Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, U. S. War
iefugee Board, International Red Cross, Joint Distribution Com-
mittee, World Jewish Congress, €H6Ce)...®uueeennnnnennne 6 hours
Dr. Bernard Kahn, Hon. Chairman, Buropean Executive
Counsel;, American Jewish Joint Distributidon Committee

Dr. A. Leon XKubowitzki, Attorney, Court oszppOals,
Brussels; LHead, Rescue Department World Jewish Congress

Zorach Warhaftig, Vice-Chairman, Central Palestine .
Office of the Jewish -Agency at Warsaw; Research
“hssistant, Institute of Jewish Affairsa :
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M8 OF RELIEF 4ND. Ri

4. Psychological problems of rellef:ts dist o5gs
with special consideration of:JeWish aspacts,
Prof. Dr. Horace M. Kallen;:Dea

—— = of the Graduate Faculty. .t
School for Social Research
- General Telief, food, clothing, shelber

Lecturer to be appointed from the staff of

the New York School of :§ocial ¥Wor

Care of invalids ..;.........;.1y}..r..g.J;.i
Lecturer to be appointed from the - <
American Committee of the .OSE

Care of children and war orRhans..,;,...  ”}.;4,.3;.3 hours
Lecturer to be appointed from the ‘. e ~
American Committee of the. 0SE

Medical and health problems.........;;....;....I.....Bﬂhburs
Dr. J. J. Golub, MD; Vice-Chairman, R '
Executive Committee of. the American
Committes of OSE )

Dr. L. Wulman, MD, Secretary,
Executive Committee of the American
Committee of OSE

Reunion of Families{...........;..‘.................‘l hour -
I. Dijour, Secretary GeéneFal, Hicem-

Hotraining of War Vietimsss.vvuuniiunsieninuunayiln. 3 Fours
Lecturer to be appointed from the
American ORT Federations

Zorach Varhaftig (Training for Palestinefr

Role of cooperatives in relief work, with special econsiderw

ation of free-loan cooperatives Fer oL V2 Dol
Salomon Tarashanski, Former Inspector S C o
of the Joint Distmibugiep gomnitiee in [N A

FPoland; or

Dr. Ernest Hamburger, Visiting Prdfessorr
New School for Social Research

Care of the displaced Jewish populetion  _ . . - .-
(Return of persons displaced within their own

country; repatriatiocn, resettlement; colonization=

with special refereonce to Palestine. and

"infiltrationt),, ettt 10 hours
Dr. A. Tartakower and : N
Dr., i, Wishnitzer, Former Director,
Hilfsverecin der Juden in Deutschland.

Problems of citizenship in connection with relief

work..... L ‘s4s 2 hours
Mrs. S. Grinberg-Vinaver, Doctor of . e
Law, Paris University; Lecturer ati'the
Ecole Libre des Hautes Etudes, New . -York

Restoration of Jewish community lifesiiiioivesesssos 2 Hours
Zorach Warhaftig . L N

Religious and cultural problems of the Jewish population
in connection with relief activities....iviussevs.a 3 hours
Babbi S. Brodt, Chief Rabbi, Jewish
- Community, Antwerp

PROBLEMS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF RELIEF AFTER- THE_ WAR

A. General problems of the. organization pf relief :
(Private and governmental and intergovernmental S
agencies).............r.......................,... 3 hours
Leoturer to be appointed from the New York
‘School of Social Work
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"~ BUUNRRA,its HimE and structurs,
Cmmr T Zorach Varhaftig v

C. Jewish relief organiéations.;.,;. ;

Dr. A. Tartakower’: L

PRACTICAL TASKS OF THE RELIEF WORKER. .. . " R

(¥With special considerstion of Jewish problems).. w10 houts:

HMrs. Cecilia Razovski- Davidson; - -
Assistant'Director,‘National-counqil a
of Jewish Women; Editor, Interpreter
Releases (Common Council for American
Unity)y Co- . : ’

Dr. Bernard Kahn and
Glarence King, Executive Secretary,

American Council of Volintary Agencies
for Foreign Service i

X. YIDDISH . . 7 3
(optional) (For persons who do not know ‘the language)

or other languages......;.................,.....,. 15 hours -
: M. Boraisha, Editorial Writer of -
the American Jewish Gongress

11/%/4a
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Introduction

- In Hovember 1943, the Woria J
Institute of Jewish Affairs,

to conduct a Joint
of Jewish immigration into Latin Ame

The purpose of the study is to find out whether'a néW_, ,rho'r’eij‘r)ex"a],
: _Immigra,tidn,quipi cand ¢
prevailing in South:zAmeﬁ'é'an;

in the future foasible.

It was decided that the research work would b divided in the folloping .-
wvay: legal aspects arg to be handled by the Conference: on Jewish Helationsy:

et aspocts by the World Jewish Congresn: and édminig.

trative practices by the Research Institute on Peace and:Post :Problems of
the American Jewish Committes, ST R
The legal aspects of the study dgal with the policy with- r6gard to Jow-.
ish immigration at the present time, §ince thésprOblem'fQi,J,e_wish ibmigration. ..
is only rarely the subject of special laws, the whols topic of Armigration e
regulations must be considered, Of primary importance are.the e i nal:
or other provisiong relating to immigration control. ' The: s
gration selection as reflected by racial, qualitative.and o
must be.especially studied, NS

The sociological and economical aspects of thig stud,s; deaiiwi
following questions; L

. To ascertain the extent of genéral and Jeyish immigration to-datey 4
study the ways in which Jewish immigzration hag been absorbed in fhe -Several
count ries; to examine the reaction of public opinion to Jewish-'i

Y to investigate postewar immigration possibilit
mie, soclological, and political vievpoint, ' ' .

3 ers the special 1imitations
imposed by the administration w 0 iglon, racs; -countries of
origin, finaneial requiremsnts, etc, These praetiéssta;'e outside the  immi-~
gration laws and have therafore to be dealt with separately,. SRENERR

A joint. committes was seb up to conduct’ theressarch consisting of ™ -
Professor Salo Baron, Professor Arthur Schiller; and Dy, Theodor Gaster of. -
the Conference on Jewish Relationss Dr, Arieh Tartm;whrd:;dDr.;Mmaﬁ : )
Stein of the World Jewish Congress, and Dr; iax Gottschallk and W 1ga D Jour
of the Research Institute on Peace and Post Wap Problems, e T

The committoe. Held o fow meetings to diseuss the scope.of the worlk, - “In:
view of the magnitude of the research task, it was decided ‘that Lor:the time.
being the project be limited to a study of the opportunities for immigration
into Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and “exico, as the most important. countries-
from the point of view o post-war possibilities,
sion on scope,

Argentina,




bioni :J :

£ind. ‘sconomie and political’s
Turope, the British mpire; a

wers, for various reagons

-America. g

Americayinit ! of 1
Turkey, and North Africa, . This

" Jews spoke: ¥ Ladino; and: thus could:
Spanish-speaking pebples o I

The situabion: changed entirsly:
-of.latin America as an immigration:cente
in the British Bupire ahd the restriction of
In the quarter century after ths firstiWorld
American countries totaled well 0ver: 250,000
most of the Jewis immigrants to Iatin
Uruguay, the years after lgszliyithsgs’ed—a’
of Central and South Americsa, ! B

The reasens for this are quite obvicus
introduced first in Argenbingy’ later in'Bra
ing iazi pressure and the dangerous. sit\iatiop, n-
for European Jews t0:Seek havens i re
"in the last yoars before the owbtbreak ofth& second Wo h e
ing Jeyish commwnities in various- Central-and South Ameridan couitrie
several years before there had been only.a-fow scattered o

The final report on Argentina. xgillf;cp’n
will deal only with inmigratidn'pos’sirbili‘t'i

L &ratic

Botween 1869 and 1944 tho total vopulation of Argonti

1,877,000 to 13,906,000,/ dus in considerable meagirs: to -anet
of some three and a half million persons. 01 the -othier han
2l increase which was 20.6 per thousand -in- the -vears 1910 a
%o 11,3 per thousand. by 194 +_Purthermore net immigration ;
269,000 in the periad 1911 - 1920 and was -876,000  bétween 1921 an

drspped to 73,000 in the-period-between=1931 and '1940; ATt :

practically ceased, Ore of Argentine's leading soclologists an :

Alejandro Z, Bunge, has constructed & statistical table ‘showing: that "if. the
rate of natural population growth continues to fall-in accordance ‘with:the
trend of the past years and if presént immigration{p‘o;icie’s"a,re ‘maintained,
the Argentina population in 1968 will be only 13,200,000, snd i 1988 it wil
have faFon to about 11} million,.- Thus, the sparsely populated country would~
bd even more depopulated, 4 rencwal of immigration is therefors impsrative,:: .
Even today there is' ample room for 2dditional porilation The-mean” distribtu-
tion of the population is ‘only 18 persons per.square mile-as. against 47 in

the United States, and 600 in Great Britain:. Only about 10% of the-country is

under cultivation (cereal_s, sugar, fruits, etc,) though congervative estimates -
rate 22% as cultivable, The present output. of agricultural products is onl S
{raction of the vastly greater erops’ which-could be grown-if the potential: pro~ :
duetivity of Argentine were even approximately realized, EU LTI ;

1) In analysing statisfics of immigrajtiZO-n irit;o,ﬁhe.vazfipﬁsgnfatkiﬁ'Ame'_ripaﬂ “conns.

ries, we have to ‘take into accownt the fact that for‘many of the. immigrents

these countries were only a temporary: réfuge; . In the early ltwenties) xi

and Cuba were transit countries . for thousands of Jovs for: imilgration t6 North
dnericas - In the Ythirties, ‘many: of the mmgll Central nnd South Ameridan: doun~
tries were only transit.counbriss for immigration: the United Statés, Arge
tina, Cnile, or Urugzuay, o i R
2). 1869w official censue} 1944w officinl éstimate,”
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Industrially,%.iso, there 1s evéery ndication: i
progress made in recent yesrs, “Argentina is. dapable.of cons e sion
Up to the first World YVar, Argentins: was practically entirely asricultural
country, which produced and:exportedvheat:and meat and impérted necessary
industrial zoods, The outbrealk of $he var. in 1914 changeg; that situation,

" The shortage of shipping space and the 'j.jnabilityrrbf,z‘uropéajn, industrial-powers’
to provide Argentina with all the necessary ‘goods forced-Argentinat ate
her own industry. 3Between the two wars, the so-called ¢o suners! goods in=

“dustries, including food and textile, leather:goods; ete..made rapid formard’ .
strides, The outbreak of the present. war acéslerated. that rogress:and igave
impetus to the establishment and ezpansicn of the:chemical and fetallurgical’
industry, In 1914 the total valueé of Arsentine i strial production was:
estimated at 1,800,000,000 pesos; in 1939 it wes more than 57100000, 000:
pesos,l) Ty expanding economy of -the ‘country may best be méasured by t
growing production and consumption figures, ““While.in" 19107 and 19141
estinabed that the average yearly total production-was 2k billfon:pes
1941 the total production was three times:as’ greaty © Similarly, while i
'70's the annual value of Argentinmals foreign trade . was. only $750,000
fifty years following 'it rose to 1% billioen: dollars,;“and:in the.lasy
before the outbresk of the war it was still well over a b 11ion della

Thus, from theeconomic point of view as well as from: the poifit “o7 7
of population trend, there is no doubt that Argentina could -absorb a .larse
mmber of immigrants and provide them with & livelihcod, == It may eve ]
that*the future economic, and to some extent also political, progress:of
Argentina depends on the rate of increase of its population,  Population . .
growth would, on one hand, provide & large consumer market for Argentinals::
agriculture and industry; on-the other hand, it could insure real independence
for Argentina. . A T S :

2. The Prospects for Iomigration - Unfayorsble Sagbors = -~ .o .

Vhile the picture is very bright from the objective, sconomic ‘angle,-it
is less encouraging from the standpoint of political and 'social factors, . The -
year 1930 brought to an end a corsiarable history of free: imulgration into - -’
the Argentine Republic. There couiu bs no doubt in the minds of the founders - - -
of the Argentine Republic that a vast country, thinly populated;-could-gafee——
guard its newly won independence. and develop economically:'only under one - K B
condition ~ that vast mumbers of inmigrants enter the cbuntﬁy'."-'.‘.'l.'hus, the orl- = -
ginal Constitution (1863), in Articls 25, imposed upon’ the Federal-Goverrment
obligation "to promote Buropean irmigration, and pronibited the restriction:
by any tex of Yentry of foreigners who coms to work the land;" improve -indug=
tries, or introduce and teach sciences and arts.! At the 'and 6f 1930-the
first "restrictive! measures were adopted. The purpose ofithe restrict S
measures was to adwit only immizrants with special knbwledgefcir;prof,essiongl
qualifications vho would be of the greatest usefulyzeas £or; th onom;
country and would contribute toward a more even distributic
throughout the country, R

The restrictive messures were later supplemented. by “another device D
immigration policy, the so~called "selective! measurss.,: ’;Thila':thg restriy
tive measures had a chiefly economic implication, the-latter were political 5
in nature, The immigration of persons belonging to.a particiular racial stock; -
who could be easily Massimilated" and who were politically "desirable! was to
be promoted; other groups were to be banned frem the country T In purstance
of this policy of restrictive and selective immigration, bilateral :treaties
vith the Low Countries, Demmark, and Switzerland wers -signed.  The policy of
tightening up immigration provisions went further, and the doors of Argentina
vore practically closed.2) - - :

The attitude of Leading Arzentine groups toward the immigration problem
is very significant from the point of view of future imnigration possibilities,
Until the first World Var, there was practically no. oppésition to frae  immi~
gration by any important group of Argentine society. - After World Var-I.this
unanimity of opinion came to an abrupt end, The Government, the politicel
parties, sociologists, economists, and finally the public-at large wWere deeply
divided on the issues of free, restricted, or closed immisration, - While thig -
verbal battle was actually fought between the advocates of free immigretion
on one side and of a more or less restricted and selected immigration: on thé-
other side, the outcome, strengely enough, was the adoption of $he. extrome <
policy of clesing the doors of the country entirely. - The arguments:of those
who advocated free immigration were as follows: L ERRIR el LR

a) Tae economic factor - e vast cauntry like Argentina carmot fully .
utilize her natural resources with only o small.population,‘and her future -
1) The velue of raw materials is inciuded in those flgareny L ST
2) It ig characteristic that all this came %Rout. ‘without: changing ‘the basic

immigration ia : i -
tgﬂex ga Xnggt,raﬁog. the éountry' but simpl},:‘ rougi re@la#ions_ annﬁ orders ij_




‘depends. on popﬁiation ‘g;‘bwﬁh; Timé and:again it
progress was. due to ths}policyr of free in

b)) AlL typeé of imnigrants are userul; A g6
immisgrants who came to the Republic during
illiterate, and semi=liteg r ]

y&, these very people were resp

tha ‘problem of selecting immigrants. ‘should be
generously and with confidence in the “powsr:
develop human capacities, - : L W

¢) The humanitarian arsunent - Immigrati
abt the time when razi Germany began hor brutal-
in3 of the doors of immigration vas-a:terrible-blow ‘t9:p
Opponents of the restrictions conterded that. ‘the!refuga’
of Arzentine to0 the political vigtims: was intolerable o

The arzuments of thoss who opposed frep

&) Z3conomic factors - 4 frontal attack ;
economic point of view was difficult in view of the.patesn
against free immigration on economic grounds was. therefor
two questions: the protection of workers -against foreim obit]
the nscessity of admitting into the country only such pergois.-as -would
most useful in the economic development of the eountyy. i i

b) Selection of immigrants - The bogey of minoriti
their settlement in the country in compac
Por that reason, some advocatsd a policy of admitting Anto the -Gountry:only
imigrants stemming from related racial stoclk and ready. to.be desimilatisd

among the Argentines., Behind these arsuments was unguestionably the specin

fic unwillingness to admit Jewish irmigrants, It is worth noting that the - .
immigration restrictions were adopted by the Argenting Government at- a timg
of Parliamentary control and over the opposition .of active political-groups .
and of a part of Arsentinian public opinion., One should not: expoct “the e
gime vhich took over the Govermment after the revolution of. June -4,:1943, to

change the policy then adopted on the inmigration problem, : On the contrary, <
opposition to immizration is now much stronger than before and hag-been :- :
strengthened by helghtened fear of adnitting persons of ,!'undesiz‘able“:—ﬁoli*—-— :
tical views. ligreover, the specific element of anti~Jewish Teelivig e

bably been on the increase in governmental and academic cirol

branches 6f the nress and among the middle classes; and-as+

is a factor contributins to the determination . of imadgration p

Other factors,. too, have to be talken into account. in Forecsastina the
prospects of Jewish immizration, Not least among tlese dve’ the nfavorable
rules rejerding land-temure, as well as the current - political’ strusgle’ Do~
tween the landowners and the inereasingly powerful industrialists, also" th
generally tense 7¢litical atmosphere surrounding Argenting, < o PR

3. QConclusion

a) The past 25 years witnessed a great ihcreass of the’ Jewish popule~
tion in Argentina, and steady inprovement in their economic condition, " The
best proof of the absorptive capacity of the country is the fact that even
the latest immigration wave of German: Jews, who came. from a highly industrie .-
alized country with conditions quite different from those prevailing in Argen~
tina, now, after only a-fey years, are almost completely selfsupporting,.

Argentine Jewry played an important part in the industrialization of
Arzentina, An especially important contribution vas-made by Jews-.in the ¢
dsvelopment of the textile industry, The Elothing industry in Argentina. -
was practically created by Jews and is still almost. exclusively Jewish, ~Thus
from the economic standpoint and especially in view of its immense potentix:
alities of future development, Arcentina would be excellently sulted for Jorm -
ish immigration after the present war, - S R

b) It seems, however, on the basis of a study of public obiﬁioﬂ'@ui{ing
the last fifteen years and of Ar-entinals present immizration policy; “that. .
favorable economic factors will not prove determirfug in Avgentina inmigros
tion policy, Thé most we can expect is a wolicy of selective and planned
immizration, whaich often means, in effect, the exclusion .of Jews. But “even:.’
if the restrictive and selective measures do not enbtirely close the “country .
to Jewish immigration, it is & moot question - after a careful evaluation of
all the circumistances = whether Jewish immigration into Arcentina; should be
encouraged by the Jewish orzanizations, ‘There can bs no doubt:that A
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Zration in

. Since 1890, when-tue popile,
population hies trebled; on the bawis o
- population today is over 45 millich, -
, . In practically the same psriod (1886
arrived in.the country, In the decads 191619
end in-the following ‘scade, 1926-1935; it p
Tolloving five-year neriod, 1936-1940. the number:
120,000 because of imaigration restrictions, Tt::
the entire jmmigration was absorbed by the soutl
- Seo Paulo, . In the 20th century the southern st
rapid economic prozress, -4 close correlation
the influx of immigrants i
of that region. (those to
of "immigrants) S

b) Zconomic ‘possibilities
drazil, has a total arca of 3,285,200 square’
five largest countries in the world (larjer titan.- fhe: cont)
Relative to its size 3razil has a very small population {-2boy
square mile), In evaluat ing the economic st rength of the gountry
elements have $o be talken Anto consideration: R IR

1) Tae vast size and ths reat _brgduétivé‘ cg_pé

2) In spite of the fact that nearly-thrée-f 1
a tropical .climate, tiere is in the ‘and Fastanelevate .
region, several times as larze a 3. BY 5 slas, fossessing
a nild climate snd sapplied it mat ¥
of high grade iron ore, which is suits
men, Tis sart of the country ha
the uost varied kinds, - .. |

The sreat- progress in ever;‘-,fiéld,of-ecoﬂbm g
© past tventy years, in spite of the-faet that™
of the countrr is still onlv slightly de R

Taoush Brazil is essentially an t’agi*icultui-e[if-couﬁfry qxjiy'z,o;ﬁ

of thé total area of the country is occupied by “farms .and
this land barely one~7ifth is actually ander cult 0i

5) Te irdustrialization of tne country wrosressed’ rapi
the first “orld Tar. “hile light induetries; predomis
the time of the last oy, recent—yeers havé—seen the. Fapi
developiient of hemvs indusiries as well: The rate. of industrial
zation 0f the country can be, measured by the followinz fizures
In 1920 3razil had about 13,000 factories,’ in 1937:thers weres <
36,000; steel production totalled about 20,000 tons’ in “1930, 7 by
1940 it had risen %o 140,000 tons, . . ST

Alnost all minerals, with the exception, o coal, ars to fl)é found
in Brazil, and its iron ore deposits arg-the richest “in the world,:

‘¢) Imvigration possibilities.

Sore economists and 380 raphers -are of the -osinion”that Br&zil;qould, N

feed five naundred million people. ‘hether this estinate is exdzgersted or: not,
there con ve no doubt thet irazil is capable of supporting a much lapser R
population ot a such hiher standards of lving,  Tius; From $he economic.point
of view 3razil offe:s a 8004 possibility for future i Igration, It -may be -
that, throu:h a future relaxation of the immigration pol QY ondin vied.of tHe
fact that the anti-Semitic tendencies have not had’ great “success in Brazil,
sowe Jewish imaigration into Brazil can-oe expected, - Bdt;"wheh we considey
orcourain: Jewish imeigration into Braizil, we should rewmember ‘the strong
Yassinilationist tendencies! provialing thers, Brazilian Jevry has great -
difficulty in establishing any sort of contact with the outsids world;" The" -
‘uestion therefore arises to what desres it would U6 pogsible to preserve.Jevish
life in 3razil, . s Soeeal o - : Eh




IV, Jonclusions

The above summary of aconomic “eonditio:
social tendencies bearing on_immization in.4
basis upou which to evaluate immigration POSS
and South Amsrica. There can be. no-doubt -tha

_a) All South American countries are urdér-populated,- not: ful r-axploited:
economically, and that further economic progress depends A8rsaly upon-increes
imaigration, C o PRI T s T

b) The Jewish povulation of-the South Ariericanicountrles had made s
substantial contritution toward the economic Progress of- various -Gountries; -
especially in the field of industrializatien and; the ‘establishment: of ‘trade
connections with the ow'side world, S e T i

c) The immigration restrictions in the Iatin Ansrlcan.countries are- dug
to a rising nationalistic’ sentimernt and we cannot foreses any-great-relamtion-
of the restrictive measures,  4As iate as October 30, 1944, in.the official 1
‘gazette of lexico, an i—iration lav wag Hublished.which ‘sives Favored tronts
dent to nationals of the 7estern Hémisphere and of Spain, ‘but rastvicts th 5
imnigration of eitigens of other nations, Nationals of eountries othier th
those in. the ljestern Hemisphere and Spain will be allowed to enterHexico .
.only after an exhaustive study of each case, Potertial foreisn investors will™
be required to deposit $20,000 in a specified bayk together wibh bheir ‘Applicas
tions. If it is true, as vas stated in llexican political circles, that-the:. =
law was a result of conelusions reached at the Pan-Anerican-Deroeratic - 70"
Conference held in Mexico City in 1943, then the outlook for the immigration -
possibilities into South dmerica is not- at all Drighty o e

¢) In plenning Jewish immizration, the assimilationist tendencies’ throvs!
out Iatin wmerica and theip effect upon the preservation of Jewish life'ha\‘rq S
to be taken into consideration, B SR

e) ‘Te have noted the poltical tension prevalent in Argentine and ifs .

"specific bearing on the Jewish situation. "o have to tal’e into consideration. .
the rfact that similar tendencies exist in many South Averican countries, :

It is quite understandable thst this brief repdrt falls shbzr'bt‘ of a*fﬁl’l- N

picture of tiae situation,  The purpose of this revort is only »'tOJ'presgriﬁ,al_. B
general outline of an exhaustive study which will te.published by the Confexence

‘on Jewish Relations to sether -ith studies on other aspecis of t1187 sare  problem-

being prepared by the Conference or Jewish Relatiops and the ‘iesafai'cl‘g’I‘nsﬁituta'H, aE

on Peace and Post Tar Problems of the American Jewish' Cosmittes s - R




