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STEPHEN EARLY - = . -
Secretary to -the President i

o The President today, by Executive Order, "set up a
Board consisting of the Secret

and the Secretary of Var,
the Nazis of as many
racial, religious or

War Refugee
ary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury
to take action for the immediate rescue from5_
as possible-of the persecuted minorities of Europeii-
political — all civilian victims of ‘enemy savagery,

. The Executive Order declares that "1tTis the policy of Ghig .
Government to take all- measures. within itg po¥er to rescue. the victims:of
énemy oppression who are in imminent denger of death and otherwise 6 af-
ford such victims all possible relief and: astistance consistent with the
successful prosetution of the warh, ’ IR S I

s

. The Board is charged: with direct responsibility to the
President in seeing that the announced policy is carried out, The
President indicated that while he would 166k directli to the Boardr for
the successful execution of this policy, the Board, of course, ‘would . .

Intergovernmental Committee, the United;Nations =
HeLief'and‘Rehabilitation Administration, and‘other‘interesﬁed inter— i A
national organizastions, A .o . Lo

.. The President_statea-that he expected to-obbtain the coopera-
“tion of all members of the,United~Nations and other “foreign governinents
in cafrying out this diffieult but important task, “He'stated that the
exist .ng facilities of the State, Treasury and ™ar Departménts would be
empl:, ~d to aid Axis victims to the fullest extent possible. Hs stressed
that it wag urgent that action be taken at ondé'td;forestall'the‘plan‘of

the Nazis to exterminate all the Jews and. other persecuted minorities in-
Europe, . I




Tt will be the duty of a full-time Executive Director of the
Board to arrange for the prompt execution of the plans and Programs
developed and the measures inaugurated by the Board,

The ‘Executive Order follows:
' ' EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING A WAR‘REFUGEE BOARD.

"HEREAS it is the policy
within its power to rescue-the
imminent danger of death

of this. Government to take all measures e BEREE
victims of enémy oppression who are in . : '
and otherwise to afford suech victims all pos-

e consistent with the successful prosecution
of the war; - -

, NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authorit:
Constitution and the

the United States and

Y vested in me by the
statutes of the United States, as President of

: e Army and Navy, and
with all possible speed the rescue and rglief of
ppression, it is hereby ordered as follows:

"~ a War Refugee Board (hereinafter referred to as t
shall consist of the Secretary of State,
-and the Secretary of War

he Board),” The Board
the Secretary of the Treasury ST
o The Board may request the heads of other o .

sideration,

. 2. The Board shall be charged with the re
that the policy of the Government, as stated in
ried out, The functions of the Board shall incl

Sponsibility for seeing
the Preamble, i§ car-

‘programs and the inauguration of effective

transportation, maintenance and relisf of

the vietims of enemy oppression, and (b) the establishment of havens of S
temporary refuge for such victims, To"this"end the Board, through ap~ . P
propriate channels, shall take the necessary steps to enlist: the  coopera-

tion of foreign governments and obtain their participation in-the execu—. -

tion of such plans and programs, -. : S '

3. It shall be
within their respecti
the plans and program
shall be the duty of

the duty of the State, Treasury and War‘Depa?tments,
ve spheres, to execute at the request

of the Boarg, (R
S 50 developed and the measures s0 inaugurated; - Tt o
the heads of all agencies and departments to supply
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nformation and to extend te the Board sy
pecified assistance and facilities as the-
The

‘ing out the provisions of thig Order,

point special attaches y with diplomatio status,
he Roa ) stationed abroad in places
si rendered to war rﬂlvgees, the
s es' 0 ba defined oy

the Board

e

Jhtlonc con--
tr~nspoxtat10n,

the “ersonnel,

s which may be

2 vt ragarﬁ for the

th Classi: Aet of 19&3)

upplies, ‘facilitise and sarvices
ities, The Board shall a appoint  an

its prineipal executive of'ficer,

Director to- arrange for the prompt
teveloped a mtmvexMﬂsvmwmmm
~ct1v1t1es of the special atte aches and to

,egtte Q@dfﬂ‘O“ thesters mwkev Tor thl'ﬂe<bue

reguent feo~“+ﬁ

and relier of wap refugee

- and Yar Dopart-

dire ctlv re<001sil e to the Fresldent in
D this” uovevnmvnt as steted in the Preanble;
Lo him at fr‘que nt ihtervals- coneerning the
nd relief of " refugees-ang. shall make .
Soard may deem appropriate; for Tyrther action
3no0untared in the rescue and relief of war

W 1. s the
to ovavvo”a ﬁny difll altl@

. . FRANKLIN D, - ROOSEVELT




THE WHITE HOUSE

AASHINGTON

FOR T#MEDIATE RELEASE

President Roosevelt anncunced today that he had requested Cordell

Huli, Sacreﬂarngéiggate; Henry Margenthau, Jr.,'Sadratafgraf the Treééﬂry; —
and Henry L; Stiason, Secre£any of #ar, ga take acticn far the immediate
roscue and relief of the Jews of Burope and other victims of enémy
persécution. 7 7 -

The Presiéent iseued an Executive;ﬂfder &pcl&ring'“it %s.the 1
. policy of this Uovernment to take-all‘measures’wifhin’its power {o rescue
‘the victims »f enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death and
othermise to afford such victims all possibie relief and assistﬁnce
consistent #ith the successful prosecution of the war.” Tﬁererdgr o

" establishes soecial Government machinery forxeiacuting this poiicy.' it"
creates a War Refugee Boaré consisting of the Becretary B?;State;'tﬁq e

. Gecrgtary of tne Treasuryf’und the Secretary  of War.i Tha Préuidgnt_

:1ndlcateu that Secretary Hull had named'UnderXSecrhtafy Offsgaték
Stettinius to represeat him on this Board. i

The Board is charged with direct resﬁonsigility to,thef?residont
in geeilng that the announced policy.is carried oui. The‘ffeéiﬁent

indicated that while he woulud look airectly to the Board fpr the ‘successful




execution of thig poliqy, t‘e Boara of

course, would cooperate- fully
‘#ith the Inter

governmentgl Committee, the United Nations Reliei and

Rehabititation Adninistration, ang ~ iateps

organigationg, . ' A

The Pregident stated that he expected tbe _Ccooperation offéll
members of the {inited @ 3

out this difficult but imuortant task. He stated that the existfhg
facilities of the “tate, Treasury and War Departments would be employed
to furnish ald to Axis vietims to the fullest extent possibls.

e
Btressed that i+ ¥as

urgent that action be taken to farestall the plot
-of the Hazis to exterminate the Jews and other gersecuted,mingrities
‘1a Europe.

Simultaneously, the Bhite House announced that the Board was
appointing Jonn &, Pehle, Assistant to the Seoretany of the: Treasuqy
as its Lxeeutive DPirector. 1t will be the duty of the uxecutive

Director to arrnnge for the prompt execution of the plunsg and prograrﬁ_sf”_
developed and the measures inaugurated by - tie Board . a

2.







January*EO;'l9AL

- MEMORANDU.4 FOR THE FILFS
R =

1 spoke to Hugh Cox, Assistant Solicitor Generel of the Department of T T I
Juctice, regarding the proposed Exécutive Order esteblishing a War Refugee )
Boerd. idr. Cox is handling the clearanceé of the Order through the Depart-
ment of Justice. . S o : B ’

He stated that the only legal question in his mind raised by the Order
was the generzl languege in section 4 of the Order relating to the acceptance
of contributions by the Board or the State, Treasury or War Departments in
carrying out the Order. He referred to earlier dr afts of the Or der (Oscar
Cox verslon) which had spelled out in detzil the acceptance of contributions
unger Title X1 of the Second VWar Powers Act. -

1 advised him that we had decided against the earlier and more lengthy
provision on this. point becsuse it seemed to. plsce &ltogether too-much
emphacis on the obteining of private contributions in order to administer the
Order, whereas it wss our feeling that time wag too precious to be wasted °
on extensive campaigns for contributions. I assured him, however, that in the
edninistration of the Order it was anticipated that we would adhere strictly-
1o the provisions of the Second War Powers Act. :

He stated that he spprecizted owr point and that he was prepared to
approve the Order zs to legelity if I would send him & memorandum confirming
our intent to adhere to the provisions of the Zecond War Powers Act for
their files. I assured him we would do this and inquired as to whether he
coulda approve the Order now on my assurance that he would get the confirma-
tion todsy.  He agreed. :

Cox stated that he had no other legal point but that some of the policy

men et Justice were afraic that the Bozrd had been stacked in favor of

Stete agzinet Treasury by the inclusion of the Secretary of War and that

he vould have to mention this to the Attorney General. I told him that we

would like to come over zt once and give him some of the background on that
~ point.- He stunted that he had to leave for the Capitol at once to attend a

heuring at which Hoover was sub poensed to appear. I then advised him over

the telephone that the naming of Secretary Stimson met with the approval of

Secretary Horgenthau; it appesred that a "new deal" could be expected on

the issue &t State since Stettinius was scheduled to handle the.matter}for

State und thut in fzet the press release would probably state that Hull ‘had. -

designuted Stettinius to act for him on the Board. : - '

Cox stated that this informetion wes mostAreassuring to him and that.
the ittorney General's approval would be forthcoming. S : -

I mentioned the urgency of the matter and inguired if I could advise Mr.
Paul that the Attorney General would approve -the matter by noon today. Cox
stuted thut this was agreesble. -

Attached is a copy of the letter which Mr. Paul ‘sent to Hr. Cox by

gpecial messenger today. A copy of such letter was . also transmitted to Judge
kosenman., V

AFL:ard 1/20/44 CC: Paul, Pehle, DuBois, White, Gaston




- - ' - January

Ay desr dr. Zttorney Genevsl

“atiention: ir. Hugh Cox

I refer to the diescusrion this morning between ¥r. Answl F.

regarding

wuxford of my office and Hr. Hugh Cox of your Departmgnt

the proposed kxecutive Order establishing & War kefugee Bbafd.
Thie will confirs #r. Luxford's etatement that Section 4 of

the proposed Order contemplates thuat Title X1 of the Second War

Powers set-will be employed in'écceptfié c@hiriﬂﬁtioqs‘aﬂ&%{igzﬁéuch t;i“ Qr, T 7 T
contributions to the Board or o the Stute, Treasury or ¥War Depart- . :

ments will be mude in sirict accordance with all provisions of Suph

Act releting to the zcceptunce of conditionmal gifts by the Secretery

of the ‘reasury to further the war crogram.

Very truly yours,
" (signed) _ Randolph Paul .
= o oW General Counsel, ' -

The Honoreble,

The ﬁttorney General of the United States.

KFLinrd - 1/20//4







LgryY

I have been deeply concerned for & long time with
he cowardly percecutlon of the Jews by the Hazis. I fear
the war approzches the end Hitler will redouhle
i orts to exterainate the reqaining Jews in Furope.

1 is imperative, therefore, thut we take vigorous sction
at once. In view of the~growing criticism of our efforts
to dete, I think it ie els0o important that we let our
own people know of our deteraination to do «ll that is
“1lLin our power ts save tlege weople. ’ o

&8
£

. i heve usked thel there be prepared for my
signature an Executive Orider carrying out the proposed
course of action outlined in & a morandun whichk T am
enclosing. In order to s=ve tize, I have asked Judge
Fosemien to clexr it with yous ’

(oY







MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUDGET:

- I have decided to take the following steps at once:

1. Publicly declare that it is the policy of thiéiGovernment
to take all measures within its power to rescue those victims of ensmy A
oppression wio are in imminent danger of death and to afford such victims
all possible aid and agsistance consistent with the successful prosecution

of the war.

2. EStablish a War Refugee Board consisting of the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of War. Tais
Board saall be charged with full responsibility for seeing that this
announced policy is carried out with the utmost vigor -and directness,

3. Have tie Board designate an executive director of capacity,
exergy, and resourcefulness, knoen to be sympatnetic to War refugees
and deeply interested-in their rescue and relief,

4. - Arrange for the State Department to apooint special
attacnes with diplomatig status to be selected by the Board and to be
stationed at pointe where they can render the most effactive aid to.
war refugees. ‘ .

5. Arrenge to make available to the Board immediately
out of tne President's Emergency Fund one million dollars for: initial
administrative expenses and such further sums out of thie ‘Presidents’
Emergency Fund and other aveilable appropriations, including Lend -
Lease, as tne Board may from time to time certify as necessary for: -

, its operations, ..

I want an Executive Order accomplisning thesge purposes
ready for my signature as soon as possible. Judge Rosenman is
familiar with what I have in mind:: I have asked him to0 expedite the
matter for me, -
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(2) Hegiy from the State Department,-cable No,
969, of December 18, ‘1943,

(3) Further cable from Winant, No, 139, of
January 7, 194y,

(4)  Letter from Sir Bonald Campbel] of the
Britigh Embassy,

Washington, to Assistant
Secretary of State, Breckinridge Long, of
January &, 194)y, ' o _

(5)  Memorangum Prepared by Assistant Sééretary ’
of State, Breckinridge Long, of.-a Canegsg;;_m,w
tion hag by him withfSieronald“Gam55511, o
on January I}, 19k, R

' Very truly;yburs.'vf ;f  ’
J. W, Pehle . S

ActingrExecutive‘Director~ )

Mr. Harvey Bungy, IR

Special Assistant to the Secretary
of War, ,

War Department,
Jashington, b. ¢

JWP:mgt 2/#/4&




DEPARTHENT OF STATE

- e e M e e e owm o

Memorandum of Convergation 7
Date: Jammary 11, 194h
Jubjeet: The Reigner Plan and operations in consequence of it.

-Particinante; Sir Honald Gampbellé,tbeﬂ§ritieh Kinigtaer;
¥r. Long. T -

oir fonald Gempbell came in today at my request., I dis-
cugsed with hig the Reigner Plan on the basis of the letier he
addressed to me.under date of January & and vhich was received
yesterday, as well as on the basis of number 139, Jarmary 7,
& p.m. from London. : ‘ : :

e Lmbrery reoorted the receipt of and quoted from a let-
“r, tden directed to the Ambasssdor. ’

2ir wonald and 1 engaged in genersl discussion as to the
feigner Plean end the manner in which it would operate in Rumania
and in #rance, having in mind the remilts of those operations
and the probability fhat there would bes refugees in considerable
number who mizht anoear out of France into Spain or out of
Humpnia into Turkish territory. o T

1 referred to the fact thet She letter from Mr. Bden seemed.
to be more “efinite in its pcceptance of the Flan-than qid the:
letter of :ir sdonald, and in commenting upon it I guoted the -
pertinent tevte .of each. I farther said that I did-not-x ee that
there should be any embarrssssent to either Government-ag-—-
intinated Ly #r. Eden. e ought to he able fio operate, trans-
nort, and to find places for the persons who egcaped. T
called atiention to the Fedhala residence in North Africa and
then pointed out the cities in Tripoli and in Cyrenaica vhich
had been dererted by the Arsbe and by the Itglinng - ng ve

Funderstosd it - and vere etanding quite unpopulated.  Tripoli

iteelf was quite s large city and conld accomnodate a 1ot of
neonle. EBenghazi and other places on the ehore of ‘the Mediter-
ranean hed weter suponlies and there ware buildinge gtanding.

N A R Y Y Y Y B
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Food could be arranged for them on a rationed basis and they
could continue to reside in such nlsces until the end of the
var provided the British Government was agreeable. At the end
of the war they could return to their former vlaces in turope
under the arrangements which the United Nations were adonting
and which the United states Government had proposed at Berma
and to which fuseig hag recently agreed, and which provided that
each of,thé'nationa.wquld permit to retur

homee the pereone who had been foreed to

secutions of race, religion, or political belief,

that some effect ghould be imposed upon the enemy and condi-

" tions inside Germany should be made to conform to the thought

- that there ghould be no fiore.perseocutions on any of thoge
- aceounts., T . _ : :

, I further “stated that in cane Fngland did make such a
refuge noseible in the former Italian colonies it would take
. preégcuré off of ¢ *Iand becanse of Palestine, beeause ag-it
etood Falestine vae. the only nlace in the Hediterrancan basin
vwhere there wag refuge for Jews and England was being blamed
for her refusal to admit more of them to Palestine under the
White Paner, "1 exnlicitly stated that 1 was not onening up
the Zalestine queption but simnly uged Palestine to elucidate

the thought thet it ‘would be very helpful in more ways than one

to have these cities in the foruer Italian colonies onened to
temnorary reridence by refugess, Lo '
. “1T Gonald inquired ag to the "“intentione of the ‘United
States in r i to theee ovrobleme” hng o the\matters,feferred
b0 in Mr, Toente letter ag "sroblems of transport and accomndda~
. tion".‘ X . . E - - . - M A - .
- I pointed out that I triad to cover the “aecommodetion®
phase of it and that the Department would apnroach’ the Joint
Chiefs 'of Staff with the thought thax_shipaingrsnffioient to
8erve ag transport might be diverted vhen sufficient nersong
vere agsembled to use it to transnort thenm from Seain to these
olaces of bemporary residensce in Trivoli and -along that coant,
W@ had not sonroached the pilitary and naval duthorities but
ve felt that they wonld view the matter generougly and would
no doubt adact themselves to the pituation in case the problen
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developed to the oropertions which it might dssume. - In the
meantime there was the established service between Portugal

and North Africa which had carried not less than 35,000
persons out of Spain to the neighborhood 6f Casablance and
which could be continued after comvletion of the present -
program, There were remaining in Spain only about 1500 persons
- probably not that many. R

1 then said that UNARA would probebly find it yithin its
jurisdiction to tmke care of thege people .once they were
located and that we were now discussing the general jurisdic-
tion of UNRiA and the Intergovernmental Committee would have
respectively in the premises. Furthermore, the United Gtates
under ite laws could also receive immigrants and there vas
the possibility that some of them might desire to come to
the United Stabes. Our quotas were open and under the law
persons are admissible to this country.

Sir Ronald said that he would send off a telegram to his
Government .and nresent the situation as T had presented it to
him. I reminded him that this was not a definite proposal, it -
was just a conversation between our two Governments with the
idea of making some favorable adjustment of a prablem which
might assume large and possibly urgent proportions. -

B- L — :




'?January_Sth; 19#&;. o

def, 43/3/0

, You will .be sware that s discussion took nlace on 2ith -
NHovember last betwveen recresentatives of this Esbassy and -
of the United States’?re&ﬁuxyA@eﬁartmenﬁ;‘fégsrdiﬁg'the; ‘
financisl napecte of the pronosals which have been made by
Hr. Rigner of the World Jewish Congress for the avacuation
of Jews from France and Roumania., I am informed that in
view of the wider considerstione which are seen to be
involved in thére prooosals, the matter is now being -handled -

by your Jenartuent, and I am therefore writing to you to
acquaint you with the views of His Majesty's Government..

tis-#njeety's Government are in the fullest noseible
agreeceent with the deelre of the United States Government
to do anything and everything that is nosgible to helon |
these unfortunate neonle. . They would not wish to raise
‘any insunersble objection to the financial side. of the
provesal, though they see certain difficulties, as no doubt
the United States Sovernment does also.- Theé United States
Government will realize that when the financiol-ocuestion is
settled, the important problems of Lranaport and destination
will at once arise. His Hajesty's Qovernment have no’ doubt
that the United Ztates Govérnment have connidered these
provosals, and they would like to. know vhat the intentions
of the United States Government are in Tegard to these
problens, S o T R

O (3ga.) a,::..Gamﬁbé;1_~.‘.=,,

The Henourable .. .
. Breckinridge Long,-- . = . o
~hgrirtant Secretary of State.

of the United States,

w . Waghington, 1. C.
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Department of dtate

Referring to my &gog dated December 19 I held further dige
cussion personally with + Eden relevant to |
issuing licenses T ,

& of certain

6 of HNovember 27 and 7969

of December I h addrensed s letter to ne
“in this conneection, ee, he advises, has
sontacted its Emb; i ; egarding this tople and .
Lord Hal d instructions which, in his conversa-
tions wi au, indicate the lines vhich he is to

follow.

The following is a quetation fron ér. Eden's letter which I
offer for the burpoeses of the record; : e

"Briefly stated this Government finds itself {n
agreement with the Uniteq Staten Government ‘insofar
a8 the finan cta afrtheTQuaBtiﬂn;areprn- EE
derned, feeling neverthelsss that T@a .
sulting from the propoged rinancialrmeaaures,trans—;, ,
portation and accommodation problemsfmgy;develep'“;~,, :
vhich might be embarrassing not only to this ' S
Government but to your own, ‘Subject—ta-this'xeserv S
tion and to the indicated safeguards this Government = -
is prepared to agree with the finaneisl pronosals,
1s my presumption that no further'detailwin'this- .
gonnection is required at thie time in viev of the
fact that the question will fow be directly dis~
oussed by Mr. Horgenthau and our Embaseyﬁapd‘it is
my hope that the results of such discuseions will
be to our mutual satisfaction,n R R

You are requented to inform Gacretary Horggnth&@,hr
-~ WINART.




PARAFHRASE OF TRLRGRAN SENT- ,
T0:  London : - _ - From: Secretory of state.
Date: December 18, 19&3 : o

Bo. 7969

R &’ :

This refsrs to your telepram ne. &717, December 15

Your telpgran unner rezerence hag been read with
astonishment and the Deﬂartment 18 unsble to agraee with the
point of viev which ig exwressed. 1he Uenartment will come -
municate with you very shortly regarding the difference
between thia situation and ofhers which may be related to
the prevention of the enemy from obtaining fcrsign exchange.
It is the Uenartment's desire to ‘advise you immediately
of the fact that thc nhilosoohy of . their talegram is not
reconoilable with the policy of the United mtates Government
and the policy of the British’ Government aa undarstood by

us, which they nzeviously expreased.

L
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. PLAIN
London.
Dated: Dec. 15, 1943
Reecd, Tikk n.m. - -

Secretary of State

Yashington
US UHCENT

€717, Pifteenth

QR r cr: 1:17ED ISTRIBUTION ORLY
Heference your 7506, Hovember 27 for Winant.

EEY has addressed following letfer to Embassy dated Decem~
ber 15 resnecting plan for evacuation of Jewe from France and
sumania:  '"¥e have nov received the viewas of the Foreign
Cffice on the nroposal of the United Utates Treasury to license
the remittance to Switzerland of $25,000 as a preliminary ine
stallment to be expended on the rescue of Jews from France and
#umania. The Foreign Office are concermed with the diffi- :
culties of disvosing of any considerable number of Jews should
they be rescued from enemy occupied territory. Certain schemes
with a similar object in which both the Foreign Office and the
State Department are interested sre greatly hampered by the
difficulties of transportation, particularly shipping, and of
finding accomwmodation in the countries of the Near Egset for any
but & very small number of Jewish refugees. They foresee that
it is likely to prove almost if not quite imnoseible to deal
with anything like the number of 70,000 refugees whose rescue-

‘i envisaged by the Riegner plan. For this reason they are

reluctant to agree to any approval being exproaged -even-of the
preliminary financial arrangements. We understand that they
are telegrashing to thie effect to Washington, asking thes %o
place. these coneiderations before the State Department. :

Ag & result of this evpression of views by the Foreign
Office ve have telegraphed to Yashington statih% the terms on
which ve should have been prepared to apgree to the license
proposed, i.e., (A) for the time being the currency to be
procured only by purchase from unobjectionable Swigs owners
of French francs or Rumanian lei acquired in an unobjectionable
manner, (B) both Lepations in Bern to be responsible for
ehecking the Swies owners and the origin of the currency they . .
proposed to sell, (C) no further transfer to. be licensed until
s report is received which should-inolude information-as to the
amounts procurable on thewre terms and as to the general progress

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 2 1972
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of the scheme. But we have added that the Foreign Office
see grave. objections in general and are tal@gmnhing
geparately about these," :

o PLEAGE RFOR¥ TREAGURY,

WINANT







¥r. Luxford

January 28, 1oLl

Kr. Breinier

Dr. Nachum Goldman of the: World Jewish Congress has proposed & plan
. for the provision of food, clothing and medicine to remnant groups of
- surviving Jews located in central Burope.. The proposal calls for the
raising of $10 million, which will be made available to the -International
Red Cross fob the purchase in Europe of medicines and concentrated foods. .
The Plan contenplates a cortribution of 32 million from oriveke dources,
3h willion from the British Government, end §h millien from the Unilbed
3tates dovernment. Thers is some indiestion- that the Plan aleo includes
t.he evacuation of Jews from cenbtral Europs.

S Hpa Harrv Shulman of New York dﬁscussed this matter with Assistang-
Secretary of ttate rreekinmdge Long. Tong-advised Shulman—that-the: -
. Intery cvemmen‘c.al Commlttee on Refugees had approved certein specific
projects to be underthken as & part of the Qoldman Plan, but that no-
covermment funds were available for this purpose at the present time,
¥r. Shulmen discussed the finsncing problem with Congressnian Bloonm and,
as a result, is of the opinion that the execution of the  Flan should
not be put off until such time ae new eppropriations might be obtained.

- hn examination of the applieable appropriation acts indicates that
there are two possible sources from which funde might be obtained imrediately.
for thie purpose although neither source is clear and unsmbiguous, Statels
cablegraiy to the London Embasay, dated September 29, 1943, indicates that’
the Coldman Plan envisages purchases in Europes I the necéssary supplies

- eould be purchaged in the inlted States, fundswould probably be available
under the sppropristion for foreign wer relief. If, on the ‘other hand,
it ls essential that the goods be purchased in Furcpe and evasuation of
rofugees is contemplated, it will be nsccssary to resort to the President's
exergency fund or the appropriat:.ons made to carry out the purposes of the
Lend-Leafe Act.. ’ . ]

“T. hov‘eign War Roliefs

Congress firt-t anpropriated money for foreipn war reliei’ m 19141 '~
when section LO of the Fmergency Relief Appropriation dct (5l Stats 627) S
was engtbed. . $50 million was appropelated and the President wis: authorlzed
through such agenty as he might designste "to purchase-exclusively in the
United 2tates ;md to tra%port s -and to distribute as hereinaitor provided,
agricultural, medical, and other supplieg for the relief of refugse meh,
 women, and children, who have been driven from thels homes or otherwlse
rendered dewtitute by hostilitles or invasion. ¥hen so purchased,’ such
materials. and supplies are hereby avthorized to be distribvuted by the
President through the Amarican Red Cross or such’ govemmcntal or other
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‘agencies as he may designate.t A similar appropriaﬁmmsmadein Ahe
Third Supplemental Nabional Defonsc Appropriation Act, 1942 (S5 Staty -
817) which road $n part: e

o enable. the President through such ageficy or-.ageneles
8s he pay designate %o chage exclusively in 4he United
States and to transport, end €5 Gistribule as hereinatter
Provided, medical, agricultural, and othor mupplics for the
relief of men, women, and children, who have been retidared
sick or destitute, as a result of hostilities or invasion,
fiseal year 19h2, 35,000,000 including the cost of such pur
chases, the transportation to peint of distribution, and dige
tribution, administrative and other costs, but not including
any administrative expense incorred by any non-governmental .
agencys Provided, That when so purchased, such materials and
supplies are heroby authorized to be distributed by the Frosiw:
dent through the American ied Cross or guch govermmental or ~
other agencies as he may designate: Provided further, That any
- ' governmental agency so designated to § © ;emgse s trange
portation, or distribution of any such materials and supplies
may expend any sums alleeated to it for such designated purposes
without regard to the provisians of any other Aoty * & #.¢
(Underscoring supplied.) .

On July 2, 12 thess two appropriations were consolidated and made
one fund (56 Stats 593) end on July 12, 1943, the appropriation was cone-
timued available until June 30, 1Lk (Public Lew 132, 78th Congs).

Although £3,907,000 remains in this fuond and has not been allocated,
it seeme clear that the Coldman Plan would have to be modified if 1t is.
to be financed in part out of the forelen war relief sppropriation, since
it is ppecifically provided that the monsey shall be used exclusively for

- purchages in the United States.

IT. President!s E&ne_x;gency Fund.,

- . _On Hovember 30, 1943, the President's energency fund contained an
unallocated balance sliphtly in excsss of §83 million(today the approxi-
mate figure is #80 milldon) which had been’ sppropriated under & number of
acts beginning with the Independent Off ceg Appropriatisn Act, 1952 (55
8tate 9}, which provides in part: ' Gl T

"To.enable the President, through appropriake agenoles of -
the Government, to provide for emergéncles affécting the national
security and defense and for each. and every. purpbae contegted 7.
therewith, and to moke all necessary expenditures incident theraes
to for an% purpase for which the Congress has previocusly made L
Apprepriation or avthorizabtion Ana withowt regard to the provisions
" of Iaw Yegulaving the expenditure. of Government funds oy the erploy-

ment of persons in the Goverament service; such as séction 3709 of the =
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aed-Statubed and the-elvil service dnd “elagsificatisn i
and any waiver hercunder of the provisione of any law vegolating
such expenditure or ‘such- employment shall riot be exercised by
any agengy unless the alloeation %o such agency or subgéquent
action of the President in comngetion therewlth permits any such
walver $o be availed of; £100,000,0005 + + #,9 . .

-Further appropriations replenishing this fund have beenm couched in sinilar
langusge. ’ '

The following proviso is contsined in the Third Supplemental Hational

. Defense Appropriation act, 19h2 (55 Stat. 818) which appropriated money

for the Presidentts emergency funds

"That in a total ameunt of not exceeding $10,000,000
and within the purposes provided for in this paragraph, the
Fresident may authorize the expenditure of sums from thig
appropriation for objects of a gconfidential nature snd in
any such case a certificate of the expending agency as to
the ‘amount of the expenditure and that it ie deemed inadvise
able to specify the nature theresof shall be degcmed a suffi-
cient voncher for the sum therein expressed to have heen
expended ¥ % #,9 -

To date $37,500,000 has been authorized to be spent for confidential -
purposes and §51,200,000 has been 8o expended. OF the remaining 36,300,000
approximately {6,500,000 is being reserved for an allocation which has been
decided upon but not yet made. This leaves an unallocated and avatlable
balance of $29,800,000 which may be spent for confidential purposes. This
is a part of the §80,000,.70 balanee and not an additional amount,

When Congress considered the establishment of the Presidentits exergency
fund there was considerable discuseion about the difference between the prow
posed fund and similar emergency appropriations which tad bsen placed in the
Army and Ravy Appropriation Acts of the pravious years The words undar-
scored above--"For any purpose for which the Congress has previously made
appropriation or mthorization"e~were net in the bill when it was iritroduced,
nor were they included in the verslon ‘passed by the House, Tn ‘the Senate
there was a long discussion about the possibility of uging thie fund to
start building the Flerida Ship Ganal -or the St. Lawrencs Yaterway.  In

the course of the argument, it was made olear that the President, 'undgi' -

© the bill as introduced, would be able to use the fund for any purposs in

connectlon with national security and defensa, but that the- early proviaions
iz the Army and Navy Acts had 1limited him ti thoge ‘purposes for which appro=
priations had been made for the Army and Havy.. - I R S

Senator Dansher proposed the amendment which incorporated the under-
gcored language in the appropriation. Vhen Senator Byrnes indicated that
important and comdendable obJectives might not be within the 'scope of the
langnage if so amended, Senator Danghep saidy = - -
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, "To make absolutely cortain that the words will allew .
reasongble restriction so that the’ Gongress itself will know
- for which purposes the money is ‘being sppropriated;-and, at
“the same time, allow flexibility so that ‘the President, in
mebing defense needs, will have a fund which he can use for . -
g ga_for which the Gongress h ] v wade. ~ L wm

7 55 wordsd
t situations, Tt seens
to be emple for that purpese.” (87 Conge Réc. 213k) :

Although this limltstion might make it difficult o use the Prosidentts -
-emergency fund for the proposed purpose, it could well bo -argued that the
specific uses of the fund need only be within the general scope of prior— -
legizlation and need not nccessarily be such ao would fit speaifios )
within the technicel terms of such Actse On the basis of this constmuetion,
the proposed expenditure wonld be justified by the prior appropriation fer
foroign war relief, sinee Congress has indicated its intention of providing
this type of assistance by appropriating funds for the sending of supplies
to destitute porsons sbroad. - This view is supported by the exsuples, dige .
cussed below, of alloeations from the Presidentts emergency fund, S

It can also be argued that the original limitation iz no Ionger in
effacte The Urgent Deficlency Appropristion Act, 1943, enacted on duly 12, -
1943 (Publie Law 132, 78th Cong.) contained the follewing provision under
the heading "Emergency fund for the Fresideni®y

"The appropriation 'Fmergency fund for the President,! )
contained in the Flrst Supplemental National Defense Approprig- -
tion Act, 1943, as supplemented by the Second Supplemental :
Natlional Defense Ap-ropriation Aet; 1943, is heveby contitned
available until June 30, 19LL, and the limitution on the “amount
which may be expended for objecte of a confidentia} nature is
hereby increased by $25,000,000; Frovidad, That. no part of such ,
fund ghall be available after June 30, L3, for allocation to.
finence & funetion or project for which function or project a
budget esbimate of appropriation was tranemitted purpuant to
law during the Seventy-oipghth Gongress and such appropriation -
denied after consideration thereolg?!e)yfthe Senate and House of . -
gsg;*esastatives or by the Committees on Appropriations. of both:

DU1OB e . R o

The developments which led to the venewal. of the emergency fund with' =
the avove proviso are quite complicated. -The bill, as introduced in the .
House of Repreaentatives, did not containe ! any provisc whatever, but- .
merely oxbended until June 30, 194k the unexpended balance in the fund:
and increased the amount which ceauld be spent for confidential purposes
by $25,000,000, ' T
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hibvition on the use of the fund for making any &llocatiens to the Babienal

lesources Planning Board snd the Farm Security Adsinistrations . This dmends -

ment was struck out by the Senate and, in lieu thoreof, a provise wag =~ -

- added which would have prohibited allocations of ‘the emergency fond for
any purpoge for whiich Congress had mady appropriations or for any purpose

* for vhich an appropriation had been requested and had beea denled By Gonw
gress, .excopt that such, provise would not operate against allocations, for
the War and Havy Departmentse = , . -

In the House debates conceruing the amendment substituted by the
Senate it was indicabed that the resuld of adopbing the Senate amenduent
would be that no agency other than the War and Navy Departments would be

" able t0 use the fund and thai those departzents were least likely to need
it since they had contlngent funds of helr own. In an offort to oversong
this difficalty, the House adopbted the Jenate anendwent, but added to the
agencles excepted.fr.m the provisions of $he prehibition the State Dapart-

T ment snd e Ufflce of Ztrateglc lervices, The Senate agreed to this.
uvGificatlon, but added a further exceptien for the Federal Biresu of -
Investigation. - . i

"During the tize in which thié amendment passed back and forth befwesn
the ficuse and Senate, provisions were inserted in other appropriationg pro-
hibiting the supplementation from any other source of funds appropriated
for the hational Aesources Plamning foard and the Farm Security Administra-
tion, In view of this fagt the original House amendment becams unneesssary

. and the next proposal made by the Conference Committes was that all the
" averdments should be omitted, This would have left the appropristion in
the form in which it had been intreduced in the House of Representatives.

... The same bill eontalned the prohibition agalnst the payment ef salarles
- of fessra. Dodd, Watson, and Lovett on which the House and Senate agresd, .
‘Accordingly, there were a number of cohferences and the provision yegard«.

ing the Presldent's emergency fund was used as a lever ‘to obtain agréement -
of the two Houses on the question of paying the salsries of these thred: men.

The next step taken wag that the Conforence Comnittee recomgonded ‘the adop~
tion of the original Senate amendment (prohibiting the uge of the fund ko
allocate money .to any agency for which aporovriati ns were nade oridenied)
with exceptiong in faver of the Yar, Havy, and State Departments, the Office
of Strateglic Services and the Foderal Bureaw of Investigation,. When agress:

‘ment on this provision failed, the next conference proposed the language
which was ultimately adopted. : L T :

‘The discusslon of the final proposal was very brief. In the Senate
- Senator ¥gXellar explained it 29 followss - Al

The original debate in the House resulted in the addition of  prom .
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"¥r. Fresident, the conferees believed that no one could -

reasonably object to this proviso. If a btudget was sent in: -
- and denied either by both Committees on -Appropriationg, or-by - . . -

the Congress itself, surely no money otherwise. appropriated by~
the Congress shovld be used for this purposas I an quibe gure-
the President hizself would not use his fund for any sach purs
pose anyway after the Congress had turned a bill démn which had
been submitted by the Badget Director, and I urge Senaters to
vote for thls reporte It feems that many Senators vhether friendly
to the President or unfriendly to him eould vote For this limitaw
tion or restriction. T

"After very careful consideration the conferees unanimeusly
adopted the provieion. I my judmment, it dees not injuriously
affect the appropriation, except to & limited exteént. Let us tike,
for instance, the Fational Aesourees Planning Bosrd, for which-a
Budget estimate was sent to Congress and rejected by both ‘Housesy . -
rone of the money could be used f£or that Beards Let us take .almogt - . _.
eny ease in which an appropriation has been asked, and the Gongress
has refused 1%, Under the provision, meney would not be availsble,
and sho.ld not be availabls, for sueh a purpose. I do not believe -
the President himself would think 1t should be made available whén
an application has been made to the Congress for the monsy, and the
Congress has refused it, or the Comsitiees on Appropriatichs of the
two Houses have declined to grant it. T am sure that under such
circumstences the President would not want to use the fund for a
purpose for which the Congress had already denied an appropriation.®
(Cong. Rec. D I. July 2, 2943, p. 7079.)

The ensuilng debate involved only the ‘question of whether the amendient could
be so Interpreted as to prohibit the use of the fund for a purpose for which
the Appropriations Committees had refused %o recomsend appropriations, bub
for which Congress ultimately appropriated funds.. Senator Rarkley believed
that this would make the Appropriations Gomittesssspperior to Congross.

In the House debate on this proviso the only staterment made was that
by Representative Cannon, who saide o ' . J." : .
"There are only two pointe of variandet One relates to

control of the President's fund. Under the limitations tuposed
by the two Housas in the original draft of the billy the fod - -
weuld bave been, to all practical intents and purposes, pragtle: -

cally inoperative. Now it goos without saying. that an erergency
fund at the disposal of the Commander in Chief; from which. allow
cations can be made in emergencies or in secret wir:operations;:
is indispensable in nmodern warfare. Ho war has been- fought -in’ -
modern times by any country without such provision.. 1t follows,
then, that limitations hampering the use of the fund are to that
extent inimical to the successful prosecubion of the war,. and- the
committee of conference report back a provision under. whieh restride.
tlons on the uge of the fund are limited ta objects &




‘any of the various mmendmeénts
the previsos were intended in

= , o
It should be noted that nowhers in the debates of either Nouse on

proposed was there any discussion of whather: . o
substitution for the limitation contained

in the original language creating the emergency fund. Accerdingly, it -

is necessary to construe the provise without the benefit of any-ptatements
zade by the Congress in the eourse of its adoption, except thoge which
deal exclusively with the langusge of the proviso ultimately adopteds

In thie connectlon the statements in the Senate are of no assistanse,

but Hr. Cannon's statemont in the House is helpfules He indicated that

the only restriction on the use of the fund is that it may not be used

for objects for which estimates by the Bureau of the Rudget have béen
denled by the two Houses of Congress or their respective committess on

appropriationsg.

If this is o, then the proviso must have been intended

as a substitute for the original limitation that the fund should be uged

only for purposes for which Congress has

or authorigations.

provicusly made appropriations -

) An examination of the uses which have beeh made of the Presidentts
emergency fund leads to the conclusion that the proposed expenditure is
proper.’ The following allocaticns indicate that the use of the funds as -
proposed has been considered by the Budget Puresa and the Prasident to be

within the scope of the appropriation language:

1.

2

3.

Allocation for continuing in

operation the Comulttee on War

Relief Agencies ($80,000, July 1, 19k2)

For a study by the Committee on ¥War Relief Agehei.es of the
methods of raising private relief funds in the United States
(210,000, April 2, 19L1; 512,500, Augst 1, 19hl)

For reconstruction and rchabilitation of territories ccoupied
of the United Natlens (§500,020, Decem-

by the armed forces

- ber 3, 13h2)

ke

e

Fer organizing and holding the First Session of the Council
of the United Ratlons Reconstruction and Rehabilitation
Administration ($225,000, October 25, 1vhk3) i

For relief, reconstruction, dnd rehabilitation in territories
liberated from Axls occupation Ly the armed forces of the-

United Nations and for relief abroad of refugees fromberris
tories oocugied or _controlled by the Axis (3573,%5
k33 $530,000, s 1943). ' o

The fifth example noted above ssems to be clearly consistent with the .
proposed use of the President's emergency fund. Since the allocations: for
this purpose wére made both before and after -the adoption of the new pra-

- viso in the Act of July 12, 1943, it would appear that the President and -
the Budget Bureau considered such uses proper under the original:appropria-
tion setting up the fund as well as under the language adoated when.the”
fund was éxtended on July 12,.19h3. : o

—

s Hay ﬁ: .




ITI. The Lend-Lesse Act. S

It could be argued, as a technical lepal proposition, that the

appropriations made fer the purpose of earrying out the provisions
-of the Lend-Lease Act (Act of Harch 11, 1941) are aveilable for the
exscubion of the Goldman Flan. However, it would roguire that foreign
curreney be congtrued as a comuodity and that dxpenditures be channeled
through foreign governments by means of 2 spscial lend-leass agressont.
Accordingly, cqngiderations of policy wolgh heavily against such a
determination and it would appear t6 be preferable to use only meney
from the Preaident's emergeney fund for the general purposes of the
Plan ’ '

It sho.ld be noted, however, that the. Lond-lLeass ApUEppeimhl
can be uged for eertain specific projects and thus can supplement the B
money available from the Presidentts emorgency funds. For example, b
camps may be established in Allied aveas for the relief of yesoued
refugess and this type of expenditure could properly be made oot of
lend-lease funds., In fagt, such expenditures have already been made
by Lend-Lease in North Africa. ,

RBiec ;/28/1&11







Convention Relating to the Internaﬁional
Status:of Kefugees
Geneva, October 28, 1933

(c. 650, ¥.- 311, 1933)

nistretive Leasures Reservations
£ the Contracting Farites under-
ue Hanse: certificates, valid for
year, to refugees resig g
territory
fars, 2 & 3 - Bulgaria, The depar-,
ture from the country of refugees
certificates waich DPossessing iansen certificates shall
be governed by the general regulations
in force in this respect. Bulgarian
consuls will be empowered in
Sase of'force majeur! to extend Fansen
- cextificates issued~in—Bulgaria
Tor a yeriod of three months,
Belgium, ot accepted
Czechoslovakia, i t accepted -
crway. lieservation made .
- Jtlgaria. The cost of visas
asen certificates shall be fixed
ordance With the tariff appli-
able to the nationals e the countiy-
fich the gdej ificate was 1ssued.
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STATEMENT BY ‘THE COMMISSION ON'RESCUE OF
THE AMERICAN JEWLSH- CONFERENCE

Thn House Committee on loreign ~ffairs hus relessed a st tement by tFe T A!1
Honorable Breckinridge Long, 4ssistant Secretury of Stete, detailing steps that.
have been taken to rescue the Jewish people from Hitler~Europe. It is the first
officisl report since the Bermuda Conference. It can be read only with mixed-
feelings in which bewilderment and regret predominate over svtlsfactlon.

Vie are moved to the ;ollow1ng conclusionb' , . . L - i

1. The country huS been vlven an exapggerated 1mpre551on of the number
of Jewish refugees admitted into the United States.

1l. The Stute Department is continuing to restrict immigration to a
figure far below th:t permltted by law, adhering to pollc1ee and procedures whlch
cannot be defended.

Lli. Officiuls of the wtate “Yepurtaent, fr. Long among them, still purport,
pubiiciy at least, that the plight of the Jews in Hitler-occupied Europe is
indistinguishable from the plight of ali other peoples, notwithstanding Hitler's
ruthless deteraination to exterminete 2ll the Jews within his gresp. )

1V. Despite this st:te of mind, there are encouraging indications thut’
certuin extraordinary mneasures ublch were demsnded by Jewish agencies at Bermuda
and which seemed to be then rejected, are now being undertaken, However, con- -
fusion still exists as to the powers of the Intergovernmental Committee for
Refugees. This requires eagly ciar

1

In presenting statistics on the number of refugees admitted into the
United States, #Mr, Long gave the Stute Department's total - 580,000 in s ten
year period - of visas issued, gquota, non-quota and even transit.

To whoim were these visas issued? Hr. Long's testimony ténded to create
the erroneous impression that all 580,000 were Jews. Of the 580,000 visas 1ssued,
only 476, 930 were used by imaigrants. 0f the latter, about 250, 000 were 7
refugees from Hitlerism, and not 21l of them were Jews Furthermore, it should
be pointed out that during the same period, 87,634 allens were . deported fron L
this country, thus reducing further the total numbﬁr of* 1mm1grants accru@d An the
ten years under consideration. ;

The official figures of the lmmigration and Naturalization Serviée revenl:
thut in the period between January 1, 1933 and June 30, 1943 -the number-of Jews
who case in under nationul yuotas totdled 166,843, The total ‘namber. of “Jews: .
admittzd on emergency visas was 43,089, but some of thesé wers included in ‘the
166,843, since they later re-entered under the national.guotass - These totals
inciude Jewish immigrants from all over the world, some. of" whom were ‘not- refugees

- froq Hitler. 3 T
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The restrictions on immigration imposed by ‘the State Department are .- .
definite hindrance to the rescue Frogram. In the past year, only 5.9 percent of
the mmigrasts peraitted unde- .the quota law were admitted. This is due, in part
t7 the elaborate "sereening" procecs estublished by the State Department. We
agree tihat every precsution aust be taken in the ihterests of security Lo ﬁ}event
the adaission of enienly  egents, but existing procedure is needlessly cumbrous. In
otner cuuntries refugecs are adaitte , interned, and released after complete
isvestigaziz .. 4 b rah and unjustifiab.e rule of the viga d:vi-ion velghs very
heavily ngeinsl the zdmissisn of Pfersons with newr relstives in Axig-Europe.

This serves to bur admission to many people in need of a heven. '

“r. Long hus declured that "the demends for a wider opening (of the United
States 1o refugees) cannot be justified for the time being because ther e Jjust is
not.uny transportation. " QOpe mey gquestion this argument, for the S panish ang
Portugese vessels io which he referred are not the only ones that might be used.
But even these vessels ure not used to dépacity, &s they can accommodate five or
Six times the 2% immigrants arriving monthly. :

11
The major problem with respect 15 the rescue of furope's Jews is the need
“of extraordinary steps which must be taken in order to liberate those still
within Hitler territory. Speuking for the American Jewish Community, the Zmerican
Jewish Conference hes urged such measures because the Jews have been singled out
for desiruction. Every duy's deley =dds to the ever mounting deatn toll.

dr. Long's position on thig issue. is extremely disturbing. ¥e quote the

following excerpts from his Statement: "We huve been interested in refugees; -and
I think there has been some indisposition on the part of some officers to accepd
the thought that the Aumerican governmeat ought to specislize and meke it particu-
larly direct that we are interested only in Jews. ¥We have felt from the start
that we could not exclude other persons from goveramental and ofticial activities." |
Leter, in his testimony, idr. Long declured: ", . the situstion has come to a state
of publicity toddy where I think the Jewish interests have emphasized the fate of.
the Jews as such; ...the State Depurtment's policy, I think must be that ‘we -
camot exciude persons from our sympathy and sympathetic attention if they are not
Jews. I think we must treat all persons, irrespective of their race, religion or
polivical beliiefs, in the same WaY ;... . B - L

¥ie deeply regret that our position has been so grossly{misﬁhderétopa'bqune
in & position to know the facts. OQur attitude has been-moré»cleér;toythesstatg;
Department. ’ R PR S

The resolution adopted by the American Jewish Conference bn’September 2nd,
1943 declared: "The Conference recognizes that all victims of Nazi oppression,
irrespective of race or faith are entitled to aid and succor from ‘the United
Nations, but the situation of the Jews in Europe is unigue in'its tragedy. They
have not only been more deeply wounded than any 6ther,people; butralone,among all
the subject communities they have been dogmed to total déstruction'by;ah act of
State. For every one of them, - men, women and children - the alternative to
‘rescue is deportation and death.® : A




It is difficult to understand Mr. Long's repeated implication‘thatAspecifﬁc

aid to Jews excludes nelp to obzer people, or that there is no distinction heiwheni;*:f

the wroblem of rescuing Jews from sitler Europe and alding refugees in general..
It should be’ po1ntﬂu out tnat Mr., Long nimself stated Y"that tne situation has
arrived today ... wiere Sometning dsfinite ougat to be -said concerning tue Jews.!
Tew, ae stuiisusly av01dea making kis or ais department's position clear on this
mntter. -

iy :

Mr. Long nss released tne text of the mandate of tae Intergovernmental
Gomnittde, and declared tsat aceording to tnis mandate, tne Committee was given
“plenary ausiority to 4o w.atever they can within and witzout Germeny and the

_occupied territories.” iuis statement :hg been widely interpreted to mean that

{ tae Bommittee is empowered to dael with 21l phnses of thae nroblem of rescue, .
including direect negotiations w1t“ vermanv for the release of Jews znd other
perseciied peosples. . .

%at Mr. Long's iaterpretation has now reen termed "absolutely incorrect"
by the neadovarters of t.e IntercovePnmental Committee in Londen, according to
ceble disnaternes. Patrick Malin, American vice-director of the intergovernmental
Committee, denied that the Committee mandate can be internreted to mean, as
¥r. Long said, that the Intergovernmental Committee has been ziven "the authority
to Ao whatever it can within and without Germany and the occupled territories."
Vr. Malir pointed out that tae mandate was extended specifically with resnect to
naETRONE I not countries,

In view of trese contradictory intervretations, we urge immediate clari.-
fication of t..e situation. Confueion and conflict oi opinion at tnis late Ante
are inexcussble,

mie failure o rescué Jews from the Balkan countries wag not attribdutable
entirely to tae opposition of the Nazis, as Mr. Long's testimony has indicated.
Tt is known tuat red tape aid deley on the vart of the Britisn autnoritieg were
respancible for tie fact tuat full advantage was not- taken df,allknhe opportunities
presented. ' ’ i T

From dir. Loag'e tPstlmony nowever, it is now ewvident that some progrees
is being made. For example, we welcome .is avvroval of a-project in which the”
United States and Orest Britain would meke $10,000,000 available to tue nterna~~
tional Red Cross for its use in connection with such measures for ass isting
surviving groups of Jews in enery oficupied terrlLory as are anprOVed
Intergovernmental Committee.




Tne rescue vrogrem submitted by tue American Yewish C
among other oropo S

onference includes
s, tre following major vplans:

1

N
i

Ly negot
‘nate

Efforte to evacuete Jews stil) ‘entravned in Vazi-deminated countries
iation” tnrough neutral countries and otuer intvermediaries with the Axie
llite governments a2d by tue msximum use of underground movements;

zad ‘a8

2) efrorte o feed endangered vrople snd vrovide necessary medical //7
surnliac:’ '

3) effrrise 1o alleviate tneir position by warnings of retribution.
. Tie 1ntergnveramental Sommittee, according to Mr. Long's testimony, nas
made certaln antemrts along :nece lines, "e urge an acceleration and intensifi-
cation of t.ese siforts, iy tne conviction that as Germany suffers military
reverses, lue possitilities o1 effective reccue work are ensanced. This ealle
for poeitive =znd deciesive action

.

12/ 27748
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"R Y, RES, 350

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES . -
Noveaner 9, 1943

Mr. BALD“ i~ of New York submitted the following resolutlon which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Whereas the Congress of the United States, by concurrent reso-
lution adopted on March 15 of thix year, expressed its con-
demmnation of Nazi Germany’s “mass murder of Jewish nien,
womeun, and children”, a wmass crime which has already
exterminated close to two million human beings, about 80
per centum of the total Jewish population of Eur ope, and
which is growing in intensity as Gelmam approaches defeat;
and

.

Whereas the: American tradition of justice aitd humamtv dictates

that all possible means be employved to save from this fate

the survi ving Jews of Europe, some four ‘million. souk who

have heen rendered homeleqq and destitute hy the Nazis:

Therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Replesentatlves réc m- 

mends and urges the creation by the President of a connms—

sion of diplomatic, economic, and-military experts to-formu-

late and effectuate a plan of inimediate’ a'ctlon demgned to’

save ‘the smvwmg Jewish people of Eur ope flom ehtmctlon

at the hands of Nazi Germany.




g H, RES, 350
~ RESOLUTION

Providing for the establishment by the Exec-

utive of a commission to effectuate the res-
cue of the Jewish people of Europe.

By Mr. Batowix: of New York

Novesmper 9, 1943
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRES_ENTATIVEVS

NovedBER 9, 1943

Mr. Roeers of California submitted the following resolution ; Whlch was
_ . referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

'RESOLUTION

Whereas the Congress of the United States, by concurrent resolu-
© tion adopted on March 15 of this yvear, expressed its ‘con-

demmation of Nazi Germany’s *“nuss murder of Jewish men,

women, and children”, a nass crime which has already
exterminated close to two million human beings. ‘about 30\

per centum of the total Jewish population of Eurhope, and*

which is growing in intensity as Germany appl oaches defeat;
and

Whereas the American tradition of justice and humanity dig-

tates that all possible means he employed to save from.this .
fate the surviving Jews of Europe, some four million souls -

who have been rendered homeless and destitute by the Nazis:
Therefore be it

¥

1 Resolved, That- the House of Representatives 1'666131—

2 mends and urges the creation by the Ples1dcnt Vof a com- B

3" mission of diplomatic, economic, and mlht'n y expel ts to
4 formulate and effectuate a plan of immediate actlon dosmned :

2 to save the surviving J (,\wsh people of Hurope f10m c\tmc-

tion at the hands of Nazi Germany.




" H. RES. 352
RESOLUTION -

Providing for the est
utive

ablishment by the Exec-
of a commission to effectuate the res.
cue of the Jewish people of Europe.

By Mr. Rocers of California

NOYEMBER 9, 1043 .
Referred to the Committee on Foreign 'Aﬂ’uix's'
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THE 7HITE HOUSE .
" WASHING TON

May 14, 1943

P
TEE SECRETARY OF STATE

- . : i Py
Y In regard to your letter of May seventh, following the - A
Bernuda Conference, I suggest on page #4 -- Paragraph #1, that we. .
do not give unlimited promises but that we undertake with Britain
to share the cost of cinancing from time to time any specific casess 5

As to Faragraph #2, I do not think we cen do other than
comply strictly with the present immigretion laws. - - ’

I agree that North Africa may'be used as a depot for those
refugees but not a permanent residence without full approval of
all euthoritiess I know, in faft, that there is plenty of room

for them in Forth Africa but I raise the question of sending laege

“numbers of Jews there, That would be extremely unwise,

“On Page_#G p-Paragraph #2, I think we should defray a part
of the cost of movirg., Can this come out of Lehman's funds?

As to Paregreph #3, I agree with you that we cannot open
the qusstion of our immigration lows,

I agree with you as to bringing in temporary visitors. We
have already brought in a large number. :

"I have okayeﬁ the telegram, which I return herewith,

F.D.Re.
(COPY DY)
¢
S I B v R R R o
Y NN O Y I




°. Department. of State -
" .Washlngton

May 7;;1943

My dear kr. President;

The American and British Delegates to the recent. Bermuda -
Conference on Refugees

have unanimously recommended g bProgram ofrr
positive action involving o number of specific steps which shoulg
be taken in an efrfort to alleviate the i

plight or European refugees,
I am @closing a copy of g surmary or outline. of the recommendations
for your information,

You will note that the recommenda ti
and disbinct‘categories;

and British Governments,f
governments through ¢
which was organizeq at Evian, F
first category, the most urgent
merded at Bermuda co
from Bulzari
been approved with %
United States would

bayment of which hasg been arrenged in the g

g thousand dollars, .

fugees,
rance in 1938, With reference to the
and important of the items recom-

me 5,000 .persons

recommendation has

the Government of the

contribute half of the necessary expensed, the

mount of several hundred
Another important recorme

Government of the United State

ment, relates to the movement of some 20,000

to North Africa,

the present burden,

Spain to receive more and more refugees
evacuated to Forth Africa., This raises at once g question of
ma jor policy, Temporary refuge in North

the Joint Chiers of Starr.,
Staff has thérefore been requested. General Giraud, aft
cussing the matter with General Eise s [

I on of the movement to North Afriec ) o
these refugees, who are French, the remainder, which consgists of: =l
the so-calieg stateless Central Europeans, may be welcome ta. = - ol
North Africa wh

Sre many of them may be sble to contribute sotie~
thing to the common military effort, ] : S

ndation requiring action by the

¥ the British Govern-

a of sone 14,000 ‘of

With reference to the Second cate
the Bermude Conference,

(me President oka
of Kay 15, 1943 ¢




Intergovernmental Committee call a meeting thereof in Washington
in the near future in order that the program recommended at -
Bermuda may bBeput into effect as soon as possible, :

Mr. Myron C. Taylor, who is the American member of the Inter~
governmental Commlttee and of 1ts Executlve Committes, and who 1s
no doubt desirable to you as the person to.continue the work with
which he has been identified, has raised certain questions. of
purpose and authority to the effect that a meeting of the Inter-
governmental Tommittee, or the Executive Committee thereof, would
be futile unless- the American and British Governments are prepared

tenance, and eventhal repatriation
persons, which may run into millions of
dollars, We would also be obligatéd::to..find not only temporary
places of refuge bur permanént places 41 settlement for refugees.

These questions require decisions of high policy, about which
I must consult you. : -

The unknown cost of moving an undebermined number of
persons from an undisclosed place to an unknown destination, a
scheme advocated by certain bressure groups, 1s, of course, .out
of the question, However, as a practical matter 1t may be possible
for the Government of the United States to undertake its share
of cost in Tinancing from time to time the movemerit of a specific
number of persons from & .particular place to a designated
destination, as determined upon by the Intergovernmental Committee.

The immigration quotas of the Unilted States are sufficient

odate a large number of Central Europeanitefugeééthq—are,
able to qualify Individually under the immigrationﬂlaws};ﬂAny_ -
attempt to bring refugees into the country without complliance with .-
the immigration laws, or in excess of quota limitations,  would be
" likely to result in throwing the whole refugee ‘question Into:.”
Congress, where there 1z a prevailing sentiment for ‘more -
drastic curtatlment of ) chial

3. 8o far as the United States is concerned, admisgion under
the quota includes the privilege of permanpnt'résidence.;,HoweVér,
i1t 1s not believed that rlaces of permanent settlement: in.other -
countries would be as readily offered as temporary asylumior refuge.

This question was explored and discussed’at?great“lengthfat" _
Bermuda and the conclusion was reached that the desire of refugees
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to settle permanently muss be subordinated to the wishes of the
country of asylum if any appreciable number of them are to be
saved. : :

The following questions“are thereforé posed with respect to

the first phase of the implementation of the program .drafted at
Bermuda ; : T g -

l.. Do ydu égree that North Africa may be used as a depot for
those refugees who can be evacuated from Spain without interference

with military operations and with the full approval ef the military
cormanders in that area? : ' )

This would approve the recommendations “of the Bermuda . )
Conference to save ag many as quickly as possible, providing them
with tempora ry asylum in Africa and obtaining commitments for
their post-war return to their home countries,

2. Should we undertake to defray a part of the cost of
moving these and other particular groups from one place to another

from time to time, and if so, what funds will be available rfor
that purpose? -

3« I cannot recommend that we open the question of relaxing
) the provisions of ourp lmmigration laws and run the risk of a pro-
R ~ longed and bitter controversy in Congress on the immigration

question - considering the generous quantity of refugees we have
already received, :

‘The above-indicated course

would obviate either of thésar
last two possibilities, TR

May I have your directives for determinationiof the'feéomméﬁdar”’:.
tions of the refugee progrem formudated at Bermuda, S ERLT
Falthfully yours,

Signed--Cordell Hull
Enclosures: :

1.  Summary of recommendations,
2. Telegram to London.

3+ Copy of the Report of the Bermuda Conference,

S B Y B e B
N | L | !
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HIMORANDUM ON BURPUDA CONPERENCE -
Gt THE SRFUGER PROPLEM
HYLD APRIL 19, 70 AYRIL 89, 1048 -

F ’sC?"ﬁ\}”’\ﬂ‘

Until late in 1942 the Deparﬂaent of ﬂﬁate rolleaed the
pnliey of wishholding atrooity storien raceived by it franm
Furope on the theory that confirmation of suoch stories was
lacking, Fut on September 88, 1948, Nlatbl Wise nade pudlis &
enrounication received from one Reiguer in Burope transaftted
through the State Pepsrtment and which Fise, eithor mistakenly
or doliberately, atated had offieial State Depertment sanotion.

This resulted in a fload of mail to the President and .
the State Nepaptment aimed at prosurings (1) a jeint declera=

“tion by the United States and the United Hingdom csnsoring

barbariem and proxising rotribution; (£) epening Felessine to
ths Jewnj (8) removing all btarpiera to the inmigration of
Jowieh Children and {4) exohanging Jews in eeoupied Euyeps for
interned Axis nationnla,.

The lest poin was omphatlually Biaapprovad by the
Gtate Nepaptseat on seversl grounde., In the first place thare
“are nat ennugh Axis Inferncas. to moke oeuch o project paaa&ble.,
‘But moet important, the exile govarnments aould be exyaeeed 1)
ohjoet o thia favering of Jews over non~Jowlsh natienala.,
This latter point d¢ould alea be uesed by the Gurmens for prapas

- gonde - okedm-thot- the war ie boing Tought for the Jews. (lspars

of Docomboy 15, 1942 for Stnte Tepartment files),

o s
On Jonuery 9, 1943 a study of United HStates Jewish
organizations covering 38 pages wag submitted Cor the iles.
This etuldy ohdws primerily the diveraity of oime of suuh
arganizationn,

The imericon Jowish Congress laoka toward sotion by the
Jewe ag & race inoluding the sending of delogatas to a;yppaaue
oonference following the war. They also nosk %o eastablish -
- Palenting an an indepondent mtion end to maintuin a aopnrato
Jewish Lrmy during the prosent confliut. u ST

the Unmmittes for Jewish Army, orguniana by Van Paannﬂ,
in 1941, is noither well~plonned nor eupparted by-she  Jewiah -
populace ns 8 wholo, although {6 had at loaat nnm:nnl baakins
by several woll-knaun ‘porsona.

The cowuniata orgeniszations sppear to ba uoking uae of
the JYowlioh sentiment to further general communiatio rothier: than
Jowioh endn, ) .
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Amorigen Gouneil for Judnim: spansored by Jenish ,
Ratbie, profers to limit fea uotivities to roligisus rather thhn
politienl questions. . - . . T

The B'Mat Brith favors e united front snd proposes o gome
faranen of all Zesisk organizations nthep than Yen Poapents
ensmittee end the Crsuntage organization, lath of whleh 18 ro-
fugas $n ragogniza, ' . .

on Jonuary 20, 194%, (n responne o & riaing sids of nentie
SRt 40 "nglend, tho refupen dquestion was dimounsed ot sone length
in Parlisment. The Govarnment atated that the Jeclapntisn ap
Tecenber 17 eonoceraing the extermination of Jaws, was intonden as
& deterrent. Howaver the Gnvernmantﬁrecagaizea the denger of
fovaring Jews unduly and {a particulrly awara of the deggoy af
inviting the Cupmans to duap the Jows on the Allies, Pacsues of
shirplng and sther 4112 oultica the neytral esuntrion must be .
anoNUrEgec $n wltanph Tefuge a4, but it iw felt that the 15t da »
being resohed, The Governsent 1s no: braparad o seaspt any great
nunber of zale atults in “alestine for saeurity reesona, hut will
secopt sare wouen and ehildren. The United Eingdos itmels cannot
toke any mase sefugees then 1% now hag, excopt ponnikly. an she Isle
of ¥an, where they would be held under detention. It wae not known
Fhethnr tho ocolanles have anrs roste  The Gavarnzant ales status
Shat it 414 nat fover a s eal international onnrerenge tacaungs of
tho ensufng putlieity, but {t weuld he sgreentls to aiprieate'onn-
ferense o got propossls, .

Concerning the United 3tates the Zpitish Jovarnment
would like to know whetbor we foal bhat enx=bingd eetion by the
United ¥ations is now called fory whother the Unitod Stutas will
toke more ndult refugees and if 80 how sanyj how s6ny ware rofugesa .
“ondozings can takej whet shipping is available;rwhethar the. United
Htnten 18 egreestle te a Brivate sonference o0 the question) méd
whether the neutral countries mhould e apsurad that the refuges .
problem will be inoluded ip any rohabilitatisn plans as-a 1art ef
jecce teras, BRI :

The Davernzent eonoludes b glving the nunber of - refugees
alrsedy recsived by Great Upitain and the Uslontos.: PR

) By telegravm, deted Yebrunpy 80, 1843, Hnglend propssen that -
United Stated and Oreat Heitetin a8ll a oonferones in Landen of the
#134ed Hatinng on - the: refugse queabisn st whiah an ngresnont shanla
bo reachsd on the hushepr of wpooied vioas tn Yo {mnusd ta refugese,
and what gusvantee of postewar velief should de made to the neutral
esuntries, ’ o




-

on Pebruary ‘25, Seorvetery Hull roplied, suglining the ateps.
alpsady taken by thin country, oiting the number of intornees in-
the Tnited Otates, with the resulted leasoning of the Lurden in
Turope and the increased lead upon thia aeuntiry. He proprsed the
use of the Intergovernzental Covmittes to explors the Fefuges proe
blem, but warned that such an invendigation ahould -‘hotibwilimited
%o the Yews; that as veny refugess as possihle should be-kopt 1n
turnps $o save shipping space end loss of iife {n transi$ es well
es 8iding in returaing cueh refugses to their hesa lsnds after the
rar; to provide mmintensnas Tor Pefugoss given nayluz By the
neutrsl countries; %o asaure the neutrals that refugees ®ould be
ropatriated after the war, sad to invesntigute the possivility of
temporary ssylum {n n~n-neutral countriss, -

In eomneotion with prepapation of she foregoing reply e
zemoraaduz ¥es sent by Uallage ¥uiray to Frandt urging pointed
snd! omphatio reference to the number of Italions alroady foiated
on the Unised Btates by Englond, Fo auggested that publio asntimont
in this goundry be rullied o provide support for the Governszant ip
resiating a deluge of refugees whigh, a“ded to the nusher of interness
now being suppartad, weuld aggravate the #lrsady oritiesl food
situation, ) .

- Pn Vebruery 26, the London Embuasy nent n despatoh indieating
rublioc opinien in =ngland on the refugee problaen..Tho Yancheatep
Guardian psptioularly oritioized the Iritihh CGoveriinant far barring
refugess who will not aid the way offnrt. It alleges that thts is

S enntrary ta the ssntizent of the poople of Znglsnde The Suardian
urges that united eotion with the United Staten be baten, but it
ezpreszea the opinion that the United States appeuars to e hanging
baok .y

on tiarch 9, the Yanoheator Juerdtan expreasos- {Sself atwongly
~n the propased conference, and critizes the United fitates’ plea fop
tezporary asylum on the grounde $hict neny refugnes nay ant sloh. b9
return hooe affor the war, and that the nsutral gountries may nat
be able to take any more than they now huve,  I¢ aﬁkﬂckn'tha‘lgns
dolayn in solving the rofugee problen, and the reliiotanco of both

“ngland ond the Mnited Htates %o take fvmfaronts,

4 furthsr dispateh was reveived fran the London Emhassy
desling with public montiment in Hngland, in which atbention ia
called to the statesent Lefore Uoutiona on $he Folish doolaration o
eoncerning roepatriation. It alao rsoorda an uneffieinl annférence
at "xfrrd whioh urged $he Gavermzant to rolense- inmigration rostrics

tisns, opon Paleatine, and oall an iumadiate’ onnforanas to-find”
ratugens, . s ’
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®n ¥arch 10, a reply was received fron ¥ngland o Searetury
full's propasel of Februury BBy . The British doubt Shat the Intara
&overnzental Conmitteo fo a @itable agenay anfl urge inoking inte
_the pnsaltility of asesting up oiﬁar'ﬁeehlnery. N ’

“n ¥arch 16, s ecnleronce wag had batwaoen
and the Inglish Poredgn oriico in which the laster suggosted. Lojden
as 8 #ite Par ghe Propaged eonferange epd Binted ehat ex=lavornar
Lehman wnuld wake a fine reprossantative Tor this eountry at such a

o-nforenes. The ftase Copartwont £uve Ba eneiraronent $0 either
af the suggentiong, ’ .

i{th 2 view to
zental Comrittes gp an
pagela nf the propsseq

e-amining thu,snieabxlxtyvar the Intergaverne
agenoy for onrrying out the anticinas
ennferanas, g semorendun wes propapsd on - Hapgh
18, Yt wag sugeeated that the atndate of the geemittes would have

to bo expandos ¢~ inelude porasns of any rage or foith, It wenla
Probably slan be 6dvimable tn 1nvtto*partlolpnnian by the V43R, Frland,
resge, Yugoslavia, upa z~rhaps Uhina, Tt was sonstdereq dnuttful

that Spain op Fortugal would he in 2 poaitien ¢o Jdotn oven ir invie
ted, minve Frange ig inomsuni eade ans 1t nay by negcassary to bap

sruntries got am ong, with partiouler

: = 4rs of the United Hagi
refsrence to hrgentina, The Quesbion was rajnes =hether sugh
seatod by auuntitutes, e

enuntrien ghouls e repre

. It wnn urgea that rexters of the
be available rap frequent sge
appointed by nese, and that ¢

Rxeoutive Comittes should
tings, and sconrdingly $hay they Ye

hey reside in England,
It wnn auggestsd thay the rullng ndoptod by the Evian Goge

ferance that noutral countriaes ohould not assuse sy obligat!ons
for rofugees, should be Tavekad, but the United Natisns would
guarentes advance, ¢ £

8iz0 of the Fresent
ineluding the eosablishuent of Foreign

“ganolen at stragetio points
tn alsarve sng ropart to the eomaitono, - Sl
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On Hareh 18 Seeretary Hull informed the British, in reply -
to their note of Mareh 10, that the United States still favars the
Intergovernmental Committee bus {a willing to discuns. other
machinery, 1e alsn indlcated his willinguess te dlsoiss the
availability of food ete., tn enable the refugees tao be kept 1in
seutral osuntries. ) - ] )

on March 24 a resolution was introdused in the House of
Loards pledging the utmost aiq sompatible with seourdity and the
neads of the army., 1In the dimscussion from the floor 1t was
suggested that England appresch Garsany with an offer te
acoapt a certain numbor of refugess each @onth, to get ohildresn
inko Zire, ¢~ appoint a high ormmiasnioner for Englsad, or far the
United Nations {f they are ready to 8ot together, :

The Government wea urged n~t to deley eny longér and tn
roach an actual deaiminsn at the propnaed ennforence rather than
Juat oondust an investigation inta the prablem, It was felt that
thia matter requives energoncy aotion, without regard for pengetine
rules and disregerding as fer as possible the burden on Sngland,

. The Oovernment otated that it was sympathesic, dbus pre=
sented statistiecs concerning the number already being supported,
rogited the foaling nf the Arabs eangerning Palestine and atated
that the neutrals must be promissd that the refugens would be
- moved nut quiekly, It definitely turned down the suggeation of
making en offer te Germany, on the grounds that if the Cermans
Goespted end the Allies oould not Perform their pary, the entire
movement would suffer a serious pat-back, )

on }arch 28, the Joint Imergenoy Casmlttes on European
Jowiah Affeire for the Heseue of Jews in Naz) ncoupied terrie
‘tories submitted s memarandum propoaaingt ’

1. A request tn Germany to roleage Jows,
2, The éatahliuhment of sanctusries with B promise

to the neutrals to drein off the surplis in order $a . -
enc~urage -further gnnperatisn. : S

3« Reviaion of the United Statea’ quotn aymtem, - inoluding
by«pacaing the long delays arising eut Brfthn‘nécbnatgy:
for approval of immigrants, by letting organioations
guarantoe applicsnds, E
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Urging Fngland to take in more refuzees, using the
argument that their war effert would benefit by an
inoreased supply of warkers,

Fxplaring the peanibility of xnereaslng the uuaber
for the enlenies,

Traing Latin Americasto relex immigration lawe
tanperarily, fallowing an example to bc aat by she
United Stutea.

~paping Palestine, discarding the old pre-war
prlitical mrguments which ure now out-weighed.

Guaranteoing to neutrals mainﬁananqe, and sventual
evacuatinn,

Paeding Nagi viotims who cannnt get out of ncoupied
territory, under the supsrvision . of the Red Grosm.

Fither reorganize Intergoveramenta Comuaitioe
nrT oreate A new DZeENCY.

?acabltah credentiula for ptateleas persn-ns.

12, "'rnvisien of all negessury finsncial cradsnbials
by the "nited Hati-ns,

?n this memorandum was annexad a set of proposals-made by
HWnsenheim, inoluding an appeal %~ the Oamvman Coneral Staff an
oppnged ts the Nazf CGrvarnment; transfer of Jews from Bumanis to
Abyepinia} exchange roligisus lenders for Cerman intorroos;
induce Slovakiens and Ttalienn t6 conesl their deportubtian plane,

soting threugh the Vagiosn) end fesd the Voles through the Red. Cross.

¢n ¥areh 824, Sir Roneld Campbell apd Brockentidge Long Had -
@& onnveorsation nt which Pavphell urged the immediate-evacuation or
all refugses in “pain to an intermment cemp in Hopgh' tfpioa.. )
Long disugresd with this on the ground that we have o jurludlc&ion
over French Boeth Africe which is & political entity. He nutlined .
the plans alresdy under woy for the evaouation of seme 10,000 =
refugees, 7,600 of whrm are French. He inmistod that the rast could -
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be gared for and thet while their eonditieon was serious it.ans not
eritieal. : - S )
He further infnrmed Compbell that United Status wag rofdy to
o~nfer =ith the Britiah ten days after rogeiving natice of thé place
~f meeting. Eurmuda wag mentinnad. - -

ir Rubers Pmmerson submitted & note on March 25 e~ncerning
PropasAls nade with regard ta the refugee problem, He stated thet
tha most urgent thing wes t~ and the war &n aasn asp noasible;
eines mere viotims ~f the Nazie Aled every day thet the war oope
tinues than oar over be evaguatedj aconrdingly the primary test of
every ;lan must be whether 14 will delay the war offort, -

iny provaged deal with Sermany ocan be taken ~nly after the
21lies have recelved firm pronises of places »f asylum,., Sinee
thetnieslly all fr-ntiers are olnsad, prassure must b9 Kept upen
the nnutralas an? prealnes made to siphon off rofugsns by fast as
prreaible, to maintain these left end o evacuate 81l after the wap, .

: He urged the sstablishment of CTOrgenoy oawps in North o

Afrien »r elsevhere, subjsot tn uilitary oonasiderations, in ocase
the &paniph demend {mmedicte svacuation of oensiderable numbera,

"n ¥aveh BB, Lt wam vumorsd that Spain had olnsed its
brrders, and Unlted Stetes roquested assurance bhas refugess would
not bo turned over to the snemy. On March 28, Spain hed still not
datermined what aetisn it w~uld sake hut was apparently alarced
by a threet of argunized and lsrge seale invesion. I agouged
United Svaten Frbassy of partioipating in the mavement, Ye
denied puch partiosipatien and srught 4o strengbhen ~ur denial by
printing nut tha$ no help was needed in Horth Afrien any longer
and that Unlted States would prefer able~bodisd Frenoh to rémain 4n
Fronge to nid the praposed Allied invasisn of that oountry,

n taroh ¢, the British agresd to Burmuda us the plaags

fnr the propnaged annference, but up tn April D tho State Department e

had declined to fix a date for the confersnes an the grounda’ that -
it wasmniting orders from the President, g

On April 1% our delosatar, Tr, Harsld Dodds of rinoeton.
University, Congrszeman 9al Eloom, and Henstor Lucas, wore: fur~’
nished with e oonfidential, datailed stetoment of the viewa af:
this Governumont nn matters t» be disoussed at the . ennferende, A1l
nther matters wauld bo aubjoot ta aomeinieation - with the Stute
Pepartmeny bofare any actien was taken, :
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This memdrandum eaversd 19 pointst

1.

The Ateoussisn should not be restrietad to Jewish
refufiees and onre should be taken $s avoid furnishing
the ixie with propegands meterial, :

In raiaing funds, all questions of faith snd ruge
net e avaided, both in addressing appeala Por -
piubtlie suppart and in prrzising the use of such funde.

{0 gommittments sheuld be made regarding ehipping -
8page sinoe the evasuation of Unitod Htutes
wsundod and ixis prinsners must ono first, angd
tholr neads are uncertaia,

Ha Naval anenrss are uvailable and aafe conduct is
nut af the nuestisn, Further, there ean be ne dolay
in our shipping progrem such as would be caused by
having hrmoward baund tranaparts atnp to pigk up ree
fugeen,  O-naequantly, “ransotlantic shipmonts epe
sut of Lhe guastinn if any tarritory in Suraps or ad-
Jaeent enuntries 1g available, Repatriation aerniss
the ~eeadn after the war is alas undesirsble ninoe it
wuld rsquire shipping whioh would ho- searce, lavge
expanditures of wmoney, end in EGny aases $he une of
fsrens tn avaguate paluetant refugaes, -

The *mited States Uosvapmmant ds not wishk to be
Acounsd of adnitsing lavge nuAbers of refugess tn
£111 tho uap cauned by Amorioan bnys dying abread,
gines this might cnuse sexiaus doneetio disunity,

Eoutral o~untries to be usad as oxitg may be. brihed
with the asaurance of funds fop the aupport of.
rafugesn, and evacuatisn of nurplus. tn near vy
¢~uniries, and eventually, reapatrlationy

A dafinite pladge of funds i imposaible, sinde
that ronts with Crngress and the. Fresident, but”
the ohafico of favorable remchion to any réquest.
will te better if fundn sye o be ocllected on a
pro-rata hamsis, i :
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f

The @-naent of Gsvernuenss in Exile res $o-repatriae
tinn 48 imynrtant, Gsnquered onemy hatlens oan be

foreed by tronty terme. It waas painted ~ut that the
neutrel esuntries will rely em any promisa aleng this
lins anly if they area onnvinced of an sllied vigtary,
This Gevorament is net intarested in any probloms arising
in Zurope and ifrica exqept where interfereonge with war
might repult,

The rocewmondationa of the ornforence should be implomented
by existing ugencios as far as poasible. This Government
a;rpraves the uss nf the “xeeutive Camittes of the Intere
grvarnmental Coumittee,

A prempt meating Al the Intergovernmensal Gommittee i8
urged.

The Intergovernmental Committeo should Lo rogussted to
convact all membbes immediately and to raise funds,
. A‘k.‘

Tt should be barne in mind that the Unitved States
irmigrasi~n laws are {ixod by “OREPOSE LLG LPYE . gx-
tremely libaral as they nnw stund.

Congress is very unlikaly‘ﬁo congidoxr aﬁcﬁﬁnso,lnﬁgherq
" immigration laws at this time. .

» #l#ays bear in mind the eeds of nur ewn war effort
and eivilian population for Peod and noney.
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In openiiig the eonference, Law, the ehief British delegate
stated flasly that his Governzment eould not censider any dirsot-
epposl %o the Germsn government, the oxchange of priseners for
refugees or the lifting of the blookade »f Fursps, . The ouly
problems to be disousasd in the oyes of the Dritish were: The
fiftosn nr twenty thauannd refugsas in Spain, one half of wham

are Jews] ohildren in the Balkans; rafugees in Persia, snd Orooks
on the Ialand of Cypresa; and the queation of refuggea entoring
Sweden, Switzerlend, and Zpain, - g :

The English prefer nat tn dsal ¥ith Hitler bocause he would
undrubtedly demsnd exosnmive favora -in return, The danger of having
large nurbers of refugess dumped upon the Allies was & matter of
oonniderstle eoncern, and latting in lerge numdbers of refugees
without anme preliminary inveatigating might endanger the soourity of
fngland through the admissinon aof Axis aympathizers posing as refugess,

Congresansn Bla~m spgued at asnsiderable leagth ~n thia
question, maintaining thet the leced we oruld dn wauld be to trys
The British retaliated by olting the break-down of tha British-
flerman attenpta to exchange militery prisoners ss evidence of the . :
bed faith of the German Oovernment, and when Bloam persisted in 4
hia position odds finelly ai lended him by ealling hia attention : i
to the definite ststement of this Governmant's poligy which wag - : : 5
suppnsed to govern the American delegaten, Heama, glio-wan progent
at tha eonference stated that the State Departmest wig frunkly
oppogad tn any pelicy of negntintions with the German UGovernment,
on Bl o 's insintence, the matter was left apaite T

The quention »f exehanging Prisoners was dienissed without:
disousainon, and 1% was agreed that the blookade was a natter beyond 2
the soope of thia e~nferance. oo

-~~The eanference was advised by specialists furnished. by the
twn Gnvernments that no Allied shipping eruld be grunted upon-fopr. -
at leoast & year or a yesr and a half, The £ollowing shipping was
deaoribed as pagsibly availadble; i : L L

~— ———-BB-fpantoh—puasengér-ehips—

18 Tartugueas. " n

A fow Turkish ships far near esskern bnrﬁa."

Throe ar feup Swedinh shipa, provided the Oerwang’ -
grentdd apooial permiesisn %o remove them fran she: -
Ialtia sena trade, L
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! Of all these the only poasibilisy reslly worth considering
..was faur Partugueas ships which might bo had {f the indusement -
,¥8s sufficiently high and somo guarantee »f safe condust forthe -
‘eoming. It wam caneldered by the shipping axperts that the nnat
rraotical use »f thees vessels. would be to transport refuzves to

©  Angela, and thay sbnuld be aspable of earrying 18,000 aver & game

paratively short period of time., UDeofinite atatemonts, howovey,
were very 4iffioult t» absain,

‘n the queation of destinetisn, North Africe was strongly
nppased by the jmorican felegatinn on the thenry that the remntest
danger of impeding the Army eould not be onnaildsred and no
ermmittaents 48 %o  the time or place Gould be mede, Ay this poins
the osnforenoe baeume very much intsrested in“hngola, until Heams
suggested that the Portuguese might not want say rafugees in
kngola. He suggested that Pertugal zight Le mare Fasponsive to &
roquest by the Tntergovernmental Careittee. on-the quastion of
proouring the Portuguene a-ips, the suggestion was made thet the
negstiations be oarried nut through the 3tate Tepartment, but
Dodds peonmmended thet this too be handled by the Intergsvernmental
Cormitteal : .

Varioug possibilitios far loesting refugees, vnd the priablems
sninceted #ith sach wore disoussed at s~.o length, but without any
definite onnolusion being redched, Hemerwmers found faversble,
others simply drapped, end atill others left 3o the uncertatn fate
n? furbher diasoussion which apparently never tonk placs,

The Palestine question wans explored with Unngresasan Blesa
pressing the Pritish rethar strongly udtil Professcr Dodds pre=
vailed upsn them to drap the discumsioen. :

The question of finsnos wes discussod bLriefly, &nd the fmerioan
delegutianintafedishatsit-ad0ldakmke no coumittnents on thin point:
but recramended sn appropriotion. Rt it

Thars 18 no apparont dipagreemsnt on the position tn be taken
1n eonnoction with repatrfation but there wap seme gonfliot-ma to -
what aory of & atatoment should be 1ssued. Nesus argued strongly -
far a staterent by the Intorgovernmental Committss, 8nd was sup= o
ported by Dlosm, but “ndds.prefered ens by the United Natiops © <.~
and Britain socmed partial eithor to such a statement or to o Joint
atatenont by the British and the United Steoten Govornuont. fosys
slsn wanted matfers of food and finengs handled by the Intergoverse
nental Crzmittoe. It was spparently dectded that the laster ahnuld
be handled by éach Uovermment separately. e T
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The reorzenization of the Inier-aovurﬁzaneél'éeﬁmgtﬁao to
permit en axpansion of its aotivities bursuant to the reocommendation
of the confersnge wag diacusaed, o SO .

, The British and United States femigration poliotes and laws
were explained and. ennsrapted, and the Exitish appenred ¢n bs .
favorably fmpressed with the lverality of our-peliey,

& speaial econference was held by the Amarigen Delegation for
the purpsae of permitting certain specialists ma insorssted partien
to discuss matters in their partisulay ficldas, Ope Backer, who ap-
‘parently repreassnted ons o 8 )
groat length fap trensforring & subatantial nunm 2
Spaia to Cuds withaus delay, end te:apeed up the Quodl eyatem:-te
pormit larger numbers ta pracecd te the Unitea Statea. Renms
arqgued strongly ngainst &ny such atap bagoues nf the ragurity angls,
and claimed thot (£ aven one Ragl spy or sahatoup antared thia
eountery as a result af gueh a poliey, the ensuing publioity night
vory well renult in barring all rvefuge:s {n thaifutugpjr,sggggz'g

A prasent
‘that a gomplete

During the g~nference Dr, Dodds gent a tolagram o tho Stéto
Dopariment which ast forth ths Urisiak proposals subatantially
an fallawst ' -

The Iritich delegatinn fesl that Spain 48 the enly offentive
channel of excape romaining in Hastern Eurape gor refugean of '
ell metionnlition. It 18 of suprexe imporsance that this
ehannel not be ¥lncked es the gsheoquonces wnuld bay - -

{one) Thet the edmisaton of furktor refugses wenld
te prevented by the Spanish Onvernment, : P S

{Twn) Tho Allles would be deprived. ot Useful persranel. .

(Threo) Public apinton throughout the wArld-would. gome: -
te the ornclusion that the Aldes ware not making any ‘gerious Sl
ondetver to deal with the refugen problem, - R e

It 4o, undoratond that the rofugees in Spain amount to -
approximatoly 21,000, of when 18, 00 ave Freneh natisnaly -
w8iAYY of militavy Bga, for whoge romoval adm!ni@ﬁratiVs.‘ :
ervangenants are already gemplesed, Approximetely 8000,
mainly Pales and Cgoohe ng military ags, oun he removed r
siniler axrangonents te Jnin the Alliea forees, The. - b
remaining four«five thausand aye largely Jawish -and of-aneny
wationolity or statelons. If all av part.of thene:could ba -
removed to a bemporary heme, the annfarensce wsula hava 1ed te
some definite prectioal vesuly, and.mnreovarg‘thdiqlgntiﬁg;of't
the ohannel in Spain weulg enabla ghn_Spaniah}augharltiqb’to
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pormit a further inflow of refugess and thersby give en
spportunity of ascertnining whather the Axis powara. would permit
any potential rofugees in gountries now under their dentrol. to
esgape, If they taok steps to prevent further emigration, it
would bs clear to tho advaeates of rellef measures, (such as a
direct appreach to Hiitler to release refugees) that their
Propogals were useless. ) o

The main aiffieulty in removing refugaes from Spein and
Portugel 1s one of transpsrt. One of the United States proe
Pnsals fer the conference was thet dsstinatinns should be
sought os noar &8 prssible ta the present legasion of the
refugees. .Any shipping that may be aveilable will be very
limited in passenger cepacity and if the refugees nre bto be
removed from Spain #ithin sny maspurable 4istanse sf tiue,
the length of the voggge bscames & gaverning fastar,

The British propose thet a temporary rvest oamp undor theiy

administration be foraed at smme point tn North Africa o

be selacted Ly the Auerieun authopities as far as poanible from
tho seone of military operations & d remaved from the linds of
carmunicatisn. Possibly the existing internment otmpa which
have Leen, it was undepstnod, uped ~nly fer male interness,
would be unsuitable for the purpose of a mixed body of men,
women and ohildren. The Eritish authorities reforred to

in my note have had experience of anndueting canps »f a mixed
chersetsy for male internees in the Isla af Man, If a similarly
suitable site a~uld be found in Herth Afries the Britich
auth~ritios would be propared to supply the aggogeary shiaff

fap the Administretion, Tt is suggested that the snsy wiaht ba
equally ahared far the time being bvetwaen U, 93, end Byitiah )
Governwents. fduchk security arrengemsnts es wers satigfagtsry
to the U, 5. “ilitary adminigtration wauld be eomplied with,.
Such & rest cesp might acoommedats =~ say 3,000 parvaosne R
and enuld e made use of to house refugess panding arrangenents
which ¢~uld be connldered by the Toter-Gnvarnmental Cosmittas
for thelr tranafer wien shipping i available to move distant
places ~f refuge. It is underatond that cartificaton of nd«-
rigsion for Palaestine for approxinetely 1500 femilies, nr agy
8600 persons, are available at the present tine, but- that-existe
ing transport arvangementa do not permit of thém pracseding DO
beyond ForSuguess Southwost Afries. As regsrds mupolies of o
fondsturfs, ot osteru, oo fur as the roquivenents gould not.’
be met by local purchane,. the necensary arrengementn wanld .
have {n be wawked cut ws part of the problem af supplying iue
4llied fopces in Merth Africu. o Lo

The Britleh delegution feel strongly that world spinien

will be bitterly dissppeinted by the results of the conrference
AL a1l fubure uetinn 1s relegeted to the Intor-Governmental L
Coamitbtaa, They would therefore 1ike to obtain the views nf the
United iibates Uosvernment upon this new propnasi,




- 14 =

. The .reply received from the Btate Departaaut aummarlzea its
pesition with ragard to Herth Africa in the following lagguage:

Tn view of the setive militery aperations precending 1n
North Africa the opinisns af the ¥ar Department are negossarily
invelved. “thar acengi-s of the Jovernment have %n Ve - n~nuu1ted.
In additisn, it must he understand that the United Ttates doen.
nnt exercise any prlitieal jurisdiction im Morth Africe, That
hee tesn the begis »f our ¥hele prlicy thore. Our foroes are
nnt an acoupying arny. They are there {n sollabaratinsn with
“the lecsl sutherities. Crasequently, it booare negansary to
abinin the opinion and eonsent of Jeneral Gipaud through the
intermediat: on Af Tisenhover, X~ respanae kis yot DEeR ree
epived, Topartment is unhble ta reply to you until an anawer
is regoivad frr Hopth afriga, 7Nepurtment has requestsd
Z{igenbawer t~» urge General Oiraud te give his conmont butuunsil
that e~nmant is either given or refusod Depariment 1s unable to
rogpsnd definttely t» your telagrasn,

Poay ynur nwn infemmation we wnuld like teé dixrerenﬁiate
hetwaen Cyrenaioa and Horth Africa. The former is not the £
seena of sotive military »peraosiona. It ia under asntral af :
sn arny Af nogupaticn, The Italion eitizens have hoen vee
meved fron that eree end prsctically all the native population
heva deprrted, ‘There ip nn present indieatinsn thet 1b will
again begne av area of military activity.

The letter is an area »f vepy active military oporatinna

and the fmerienn line of oofmunicatinrng with 1ta foroes pra=
sently ongased with the enewy lie- diractly mgroaa the whole
territnry, Yru onn easily understand the a:titude of the mili-
tary auther{ties $owsrd any proposel which wauld detract froa
the security »f thoir line of comaunicntions eor evaen onnshituta
a threat, :

Vory little definite infermation c¢oneerning the e-nference
wes reloansd elthar tr the preas or to the Usvernments of sither
eountry, sither during ~r following vhe ontifsrenge, on the ground
that sny undue publieity might rosult in oppoeition by the Axise - |
The vesotisn of tho press was for the mest part none - 77/
commitnl aldhnugh the Yenchester Guardien B always sutapoken cn S
the rafuges guoatinsn, deolared thet the Alliod tationa are not - T
treating the rafugees the way they ¥4dldhéh800,000 war priannars
suddenly thrust upon them in Horth Afrieag tnab the dirrioultioa
in the lattar sltuntisn 414 ns% prove unsurmountable. oo
The f1los aontaineGhtwn lattoers from Otats, ﬁegartment ta
the Americen Dolegates intendad tn keep thex inférmed &u %o the
results nf the esnfarence. The firat, not duted snd apparently




never meiled, states that “yran J. Tayler and Lord Halifax have
outlined a plan in which Britain and the United Jtases agree: (1)
upon a plage of tempnrary refuge, (2) the bearing of expensea, (3)
& meeting of the IGC Execubive Committes %o appoint a full time Vice
Mrectar and Sedretary,{4) that UARIA will maintasin the refugeen
aftor they reach the temporary refuge provided and until they return
hame or gn elsewhers after the war, end (8) that beth the British
and imerican Embasaies in the oountries ‘eoncarned would arrange
for transit and receptinn of refugees. The IGO0 was %o osntact sll
its member enuntries te gecure offers to aaccept rafugeas and to
‘enntribute fuands foriadministrative purpeosses and for gere of refugees,
on July 29, 194 Travors wrode to Dr. Dndds informing him -
that work was about o begin ~n & dsmp to handle the refugees fram
g9pain, consiruction to bo financed by the British end oursslvas.
Five hundred thnusand dollars hed been set aside by the United States
to onmmence the project, and the Apmy and Navy have besn asked to
sonperate., The British are to arrange shippiag ‘betwaen Hnrtugal
and Nerth Africe,
He veports the nmminatinn af Patriek Malin frem tbls anuntry
ag Viee Director and siates that we have suggestsd that the neorotary
be nf Duboh nationality.

& eopy of the agenda for the annference and chapter 7, Summary
of Recemmendations, from the affieial raport of ths conference are -
annexed to this wemorandum,

<
¥ egmorandum obtained from the Files of the

Refugee Division of the State Department
RTSmitheAml .o /onlia :




RPORT TO THE uOVERHNENTS OF 'THE UNLTED: KINGDOM ARD -
THE UNITED STATES FROM THEIR DELEGATES TO THE CON?ER-
ENCE ON THE REFUCZE. PROBLEM-EELD ‘AT BERMUDA? AIRIL 19
TO APRIL 29 1943 - BRI A

SUYMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
" GEAPTER VII

That no approaehxbe made to Eitler for the releass. of potential
refugees in Gormany or German-occupied. territory, but-that thse -
question be borne in mind by the Intergovernmensal- Gommittee 1n
case conditions alter at a later date, . (Oha}ter I) :

" That the United States and United RKingdem Goveraments conasult
together with a view to immediets action to obtain the use of
neutral chipping for the transport of refugese} this duty to
be assumed by the lntergovernmental Committes after revision -
of its Mandate.

Thet the British euthorities consider the question of sdmitbing
rofugees into Gyrensaios, (Ghapﬁer II1.B)

That the United States and United Kingdom Govermments continue
their negotiations with the Spanish Government Tor the release
from Spain of the French refugees and of the Allled Nationsls
agcapted for service in the armed forges, If this should be
* unsuceessful both categories to be referrsd to the lntergovern-
" montal Committee, (Chapter III1.C) .

That the United Kingdom and United States Governments consider
proposals in regard to refugees in Spain not covared by the
proceding recommendation, inoluding:

(o) admission of part of the group into the Unitaa utatas 7
subject to atatutory and sscurity requirements;

{b) grant of certificates of sdmission fo Palesting:
{selection to be undertaken by a representativef
of the Jowlsh Agenoy, or if he is not admitted: -
to Bpain, by the reprosentative there of “the -
Americen Joint Jewish Distributibn'ﬁoard}; i

removal to temporary residence in Novth Afrioa,,‘
subject to military considerations; :

Admission of & limited group .into Jsmaioa; :

(e) furthor limited ‘admisgions to the United
Kingdom {Chapter III.C) -

That the United States and United Kingdom Governmenta make i N
approagh to the Frenmch National Committes in order. to aecuref
favorablo consideration of the proposal to admit refugeea

to Madagascar;
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That the uUnited States and -united kingdon Governm@pfﬁ édopt,
and urge adoption by the European Allied Governments of, & -
Joint declaration on the return of refugeées to vheir homes

- after the war. (Chapter III.?)

That the Intergovernmental Cormittee be invited to revise its
Mandate.r (Chapter V (a)}

That the membership of the lntorgovernmantal Gnmmittee bs

- broadened. (Chepter V, {v))

That provision be made for the procurement of publie énd
private funde adequate for the work of the 1ntergovern-
mentel Committee., (Chapter V (o))

That the staff of the Intergovernmentel Committes be in-
creased and & Wianagement Uommittes oreated. (Chapter V. {4))

That the United Stated and united Kingdom Governments take
immediate steps to imploment recommendations 8-11, Chapter V)

That the following points be referred to the lntergovernmental
Committee for its urgent consideration immediately subsequent
to the rotision of its Handate,

A. The posaibility of finding countries of asylum for ,
bolish refugses in Rersias for whom no destination hes =
hitherto been allottbd. (Chapter III. A)

B. The reg~opening of the quastion of Jewish refuges

children in France through the intermediary ‘of neutral
Governments, {(Chapter 111, E)

C. An gpproach to Canede, to the Portuguese Government
with reference to fingola and %o Latin Americen countriss
with & view to the admission of refugees in Spain men=-
tioned in recommendation né, S5, (Ohapter 111 G)

D. The provision of food and finance for rerugeaa 1n neutral?,}

countries, (Chapter LIL.F)

E., Possibilities of the reception of" refugeea in various
oversoas oountries. (onapter V. E)

0 bt o L
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War Refugee UnAit 7
To Be Abolished

The War Refugee~ Board, _which
conducted refugee rescue work be-
hind - Germ&n lines during the Eu-
ropean war is slated to be abol-
ished shortly by presidential or-
der, it was learned yesterday,







Mazoh 22, 1944,
hemorandum of @ Gonference held in Mr, Lesser's
¥arch 22, 1944, 10:30 a.n

Office, Wednesday,
- There were present ¥ « lesser, Mr: Smith,
and Mr. Akzing Dy, Perlzweig ang Br, Kubowitsky’of,the Viorld Jewish

- Congress,

Dr. Perlzweig and Dr.,Kuquitzky Taised the follo

wing poiﬁts: -
1.

In view of the éentral position of Hungary with réspect to

the rescue of Jews and others in Nazi-

be possible for & representative of thi

2. Could such & representative dealing with Hungary ang the

Balkans,

be also sent to Istanbul?

3. The Turkish Government hag consenféd to,the trénsit of
' . some children through Turkish territory, but apéor&ingii ;all'the'-r ?:,'
reports remaing adamant on the adm ,

ission oritransit faci

ies:dn.

the case of adylts, Could something béﬂdbheifoichéngé heir:

attitude?

4

Cross publication’

"Prisoners'of~War,Bulié

there are- rooq Parcels in large Quahtitiéé'ét

d¢k§d 1nV$ﬁi£zéfiéhd}7

In a conversation with them, Mr.‘féllihéer'of

ﬁhé:Red?erss Has 7

o




confirmed this 1nformation and has explalned that t@ Red -
Cross may not use this food Ffor Jews and others in detentlon
camps, since the blockading,authorities oppose its dispatch

to any but "eivilian internees!, Could not something be done

about. it?

" 6. 3wiss authorities, while relatively Qooperativé'as

regards the admission of children, refuse to admit persons

over 16, Is there any possibility of 1nduc1ng tbem to change

their attitude?

7. In view of the vigorous action taken by the Swiss
authorities in connection with the 1ssuance of Latin Amerlcan

;e.ssports to various persons by consuls resldlng in Sw1tzerland
the issusnce of new passports of this kind “has stopped Thls

works a tremendous hardship for many people 1n France and else—

where whose only hope to escape deportatlon was’ in gettlng such

passports,

841

. Some Latin dmerican p&ssports already'issued

7

by Swiss authorities,

and var 10118 pel SOIIS are :

before the Swiss courts in this connectlon.'

9. In this and other maftéré, 1t 1s 1rport" t to reallze

that cantonal authorltles in bwitzerland have a

their own, dlstlnct from the Vederal authorlties ofJow1tzer1ana.i

It is nlghly desirable that a way be found to 1nduce;the Cantons,;f

as well as the Pederatlon,

to coopelate 1n the humanltarlan task.”;~

o o
I”I i ' ! !




¥ .08e passports are

ccncerned heyo

Jwiss scil

is the protecting power and therefore is in a position to make

vericus representations to the Gerrmans,

cocperation with +the

Jevs, tesd, they
ieriiars svoh cpieals

12, The suggestio

i
&

fumania, and Bulgaria, Warn1nv

regerding rels

them to t

s-own thatl, Jews in many Jazi-

end that for instance

that they ere t;

10, while in the cdse of most Latin American countries-

ad the fact that the passports were issuved on

» in the case of Hicaragua and 3an Salvador, Switzerland

ezzential that uhe 01 and

rian people Tequesting them to refuse any

lerman encrozchment on their

ongress that broadcasts

tive fresdonm From “ETQOCUthn ang;

submitted to o tiﬂUlng

aken there Tor purp@ses of .orced

-3 = E

involved, Switzerland is not direétly

of view of psychoiogical warfare, it

the BBC be asked to broadcasﬁ
lazis and sny ruppet Regime in Perseeuting
ioull be requested to help the 5ewsrto hide. -
could be made over the radio bj orron behalf
in this co untry and a6 in Great B Britain, B
‘gar" ns taklng'this'attitudg

wnqependence.

T lines made by Badbglio;to Horthern Ttaly-

on hag been rade wit

‘hem from :

occupled areaSrar »Stlll o cr-optlmlstlc

Dutch Jeys, iﬁstead of 7ttenpb1n~ to nldo

deporbationq to Polanu dn fhe belle:;‘

»labor.or réSidean‘










. He also mentioned the fact that~therBritish had wanted

to sbolish the IGC at the time of the war and stated - that the:
British and other governments concerned would gladly turn over
~this whole burden to the United States. He stressed the fact::
that 1t was important not to make the other ‘governments sore.

1f we wanted to get sny cooperation from the IGC. He said that

we needed the cooperation of the British if we were ‘going -to
zet anywhere in this field and that we would not get their SO
cooperetion if we appeared to be acting unilaterally. He also .7
referred to the fact that he had wanted several times to-resign = -
from the IGC. ‘ : : e .

When lir, Taylor had finished his speech, Mp. Taft broke:.
in stating that there was also an overlapping of jurisdiction Sl
between the War Hefugzee Board and the War-Relief Control Board: -
He stated that the War Lielief Control Board was taking up with .
the. President the question as to whether private agencies con- - -
tributing to the program of the War Refugee Board needed to get -

the consent of the War Relief Control Boardi B

1#, Pehle made very clear to lir. Tafttthaﬁghe did notf“f*3,i: 7

understand why this matter could not have been: discussed with
us and ironed out betwsen the two agencies; and that he could -~

not understand why the matter was being re ed:to the President.

At this point, ilr. Stettinius indicate
leave the meeting to keep -an appointment on
indicated that we desired to talk:further
was agreeable and after Mr. Stettinius:and I
kir. Pehle began giving our side of the sto

Pehle started by explaining some of the things w H !
have done  to-date. He discussed first: the whole question of .
putting pressure on the satellite countries. ¢ then: began &
discussion of our program through the odesiy “to bri
home to.the persons in Germen controlled’ ness. -
with which ve view -this-matter and our determination’ o0 do what i
we can-to save the Jews.andjothengperse¢utédfmin§ritiésffrgmjji’;"




“At this point, Hr. Pell raised strong objections to :
such propaganda program.. He stated that State had cleared the
O.W.1. directive which had been issued-with "no comment" and .
at the present time the matter was at & standstill. 'There fol
lowed a brief discussion as to the desirability of this type of -
program. Ir. Pell took the point of view that the efféct of such
e propaganda program would be that the Germans would-kill the = - -
Jews oif faster rather than that the Germans would desist from =
thelr program of extermination. He stated that when he was in.,
Germany he had talked with some of the Jewish leaders who had -
stressed the fact that we snould not-give any publicity to

- Germany's persecution of the Jews. Mr. Pehle indicated-that - - .

he wes in thorough disesgreement with this point of view.” There = -
followed some further discussion during which Pehle and DuBois .

opposed Pell's point of view. Iir. Berle took the position that ;;"*

. there was some merit to both points of view but it was a subject -
which we had to consider very carefully. It was agreed that this -
wes not a matter vhich could be decided at this meeting and that = =

it shovld be discussed further at a separate meeting.

lir. Pehle then explained what we are trying to do inh Spain,: =
At this point Mr. Taylor reised the question-as to the- extent o .o
which our Spanish program overlapped with whatithe IGC hdd been~ =
trying to do in-Spain. He indicated that HMalin had been scheduled "
to go to Spain, At this point Long interrupted and state e
the whole program of evacuation. of refugees.through Spai
FKorth Africe had been undertaken outside of the IGG &s a sep
project. He also stated thet lalin had never wone to Spaii
Tollowed a brief debate between Mr. Taylor and

the IGC had done if anything in connecti

of refugees to and from Spain., -

Pehle and Duois stressed that the War Refugee Board wes |

anxious to see the job done-and was not anxious o-take-on gny .
job that the IGC was in a better position to do.  We stated that. -
the Board is prepared to support the IGC in the exécution of any = .-
projects which it has undertaken or proposes to undertake for =

the speedy evecuation of refugees and has nojintention of finter—i:i .+
fering in the execution of such projects by the IGC.  We stressed

however that time is of the essence and that necessarily becanse = -
of the way the IGC had been set up and ‘was organized, it could
not operate as speedily and effectively in many cases as the .= =




War Refugee Board.

By way of example, DuBois: comparéd the handling.of tw

verticular cases, one by the War Refugee Board and one by the

I6C. It was pointed out that the Board's representative in- -
furkey had cebled that it was possible to cherter a Turkish® :- N
soip provided that this Government covld guarantee to-the Turkish' - ©
Government that this Government would replace the ship-if Toste ' :
wWithin twenty-four hours the War Refugee Board had obtained-the S
comaitment of this Government to replace the ship. On the other = "7
side, there was & case in which in August of last year a cable

was received from Tittman in Rome indicating that the Italian
Government wes ready to supply ships to evacuate 30,000 Jews: -
from the Rome area and requested immediate advice: After 0o
several weeks this matter was referred to the IGC on September 7.

September 9 a cable was received from Winant stating that "having

made én unsuccessiul effort to convene a meeting of the Executive

Committee (which apparently cannot meet before September 30) the ™.
Director of the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees called .
an informal meeting in his office this. afternoon at which the =i
Embassy and Foreign Office were represented anhd the Director:
and Vice Director attended.” TS

It was pointed out that this case was ,Ot’iiféd~ :indiéaﬁéfijf:
thet anything could necessarily have been done-but to indicate -
that even in such an important matterias:this it had: B

sible to get even prompt conslderatidﬁ”dfxiheimattéﬁ;,'
ecutive Committee, LR g o

DuBois also stated that according to the State Dep: ent
own files the British delegation to the Bermuda Conference had
felt strongly that world opinion would be:bitterly: disappoi
by the results of the conference if all :
relegated to the IGC. DuBois also read a m
lir. Taylor had addressed on April: 30, 1945t
and Mr. Hull relating to'a proposed meeting
Bermuda- Conference.  The text .of the

"Before any meeting is called ‘the osition of our. %
own “Government with respect to the refugee situation must =~ -
be.clesrly developed.. The Bermuda-Conference wes wholly " "
effective, us T view it, and we knew it would bey, “What the =7
1GC may be able to do, of course, is open to question, but .. -




with respect to anything that it may be :able to- do,
will require a comuitment and large financial obligation -
if the plight of the refugees generally,is.to,begrelieVeds,;;
The comaitment also oblipates this Government, if made, to .-
find not only temporary places of refuge, but permanent -
vlaces of seftlement. It is my opinion, as it was before.
the Bermuda Conference, that the position of our Government
and of the British Government must be thoroughly clarified
end clearly understood in advence and if nothing constructive
can be assured, such a meeting wiil only be ancther failure." -

tated that the objections which he had been raising
aken care of, In this connection it v s pointedout - -
ve Director of the IGC now had full authority to act .~ -
e : B

Wt

J.2 B

that the zxecuti

5
2ad since heen ©
. without clearanc

arp
W

™
with the Executive Comnittee.
In connection with this whole matter 1. Taylor raised the point
as to where we intend to put rerugees who have been evacuated: - We .
asied r. Taylor what had been done about the suggestion-made at the
Sermuda Conference that the IGC take up with the British the possibil

ity of using Tripolitania and Cyrenalca as havens of refuge CuHry

Taylor obviously did not know anything about this and
question to ir. Long. Hr. Long replied that he had-re

this matter to Sir Ronald Campbell out that nothing
done about it, : .

.r. Berle then raised the point that the By
orotesting that in certain of the licenses which had bes
by the Treasury there were provisions for'thb,pufchase;bf 0
violation of the blockade. -It was made clear o lir, Berle th:
licenses had been issued with the "approval of State. E

“lr. Pell then argued strongly that all approachés ier
governments should be made through the -IG¢.: +Pehle said we would
keep the IGC advised-as to our activities, ‘aylor replied that
. keeping the 1GC advised was not;énough-gnd,that_theyLShODldYbe;j
consulted before actings L SRR '

The meeting concluded with the general Bﬁderﬁténding’thatﬁthé‘;{7 ,
Wlar Refugee Board would met together with State on the QW I  program:i- =
and that lr. Pehle and Mr. Pell would,get'togethér‘onttge;questionf”‘;
of the relationship of the War Refugee Board to the IGC. - .. = -




MEMOPANDUM

: o . A _" . o
"Rabbi Willer and Wr. Schuldan were in $his morni

& nunber of matters:

N v ° i :' SRl
1. ¥WRB representation;in Turk ﬁ,_ Apparently ey viere dsked -
some time ago for eny suggestions they might have,with'respgcﬁ,ﬁo,a;
2ersen qualified for appointment as the Board's representative ‘at

Ankera, On the assumption that ¥r. Hirschmam's tenure was to-be .

temporary, because of his commitments to his business associates in- w3y

Hew York, Rabbi ¥iller end Mr, Schulman suggested the name of Louis E,
Stern, a New York lawyer. Hr. Stern,- it is said, hae spent . some -time
in Turkey znd knows his way evbout in the Turkich Government. . Mr,
Stern's stay in Turkey was in comnection with the sele of the former
Kruéger Match Monopoly Properties in Turkey to"the Turkish Governme
¥r. Stern is about 45 years olG and is known to Mr. Hirséhmann:érﬁr,
Etern is presently in Bermuda on business but he is expected fo. - .7 -
return to the United States shortly. ST

2+ Coordination in Switzgrland.r It was suggestga;that we might,'
agsk our representative in Switzerlend to cull in the Tepresentatives
of 21l the American relief ang rescue agencles in the country and. -

discuss ways and means of coordinating their viork and @agilitat/ﬁg;and; 3_; i;

expediting the relief and rescue of “oppressed pergons, .

and ¥r, Schulman to Hr, Meremiski's letter to Mr, Pehl
17, 1944. 1In this connection, it was said that Rabbi-Br
Cleveland had just returned Lo this country-from vari
#hile in England, Rabbi Brickner talked to Nahum’ Golémin
indicated that there were a number of persons available i
of work, Rabbi Miller znd Me. Schulman are going to get full detail
from Rabbi Brickner on Thursdey and will com &-theii to

4. Pressure on Satellites. Reference was: made to'the
Te;egraphic Agency News Bulletin of February 21, 1944 ‘rep
treziment accorded to Jevis by the Rumanians in Transnigtri
was also made to a-cable dated Fcbrpmfy“ls,"l9441ffbm Bernard-Jos
counsel to the Jewich Agen z, and a Cableidatéﬁ‘Februa1y2135f1944
Isaec Gruenbaum of the Unitéd Rescue Gommittee siJerusalen, copies
of both of ‘which are atfached, Rabbi Miller end Nr . 8chulman: both

3. Use of the Underfround. Reference was nade b Réﬁbi 1

urged very strongly that® imnediate ‘steps b take o -bring ‘pregsure.to . .-

bear on the Satelliies.l.They»suggestédﬁthat}béthgéiplgmatiévpﬁessuté

through the nsutrals and‘public pressureﬂby?publ;QgTﬁat Nt sho; ld:




“he vsed. They said that such. pressures; in their opinion; would help
if it were stated that they emanated from the President.. Both ‘Rabbi-.
#iller and Mr. Schulman thought that the diplomatin;rapféSenté{iong
chould centain promises of 1eniency,if'the:Satellites resisted ‘Gesrman
pressure and that the public stateméntrshoulﬁ,contaih threats.o
retribution for the guilty. They also thought ‘that it would be R
extremely helpful if inmediate public aetion were taken to set up the -
zachinery that will be reqiired if the "wai atrocity rialf pledge of - -
the Moscow decleration is to be kept. e e ER

y : Sl
5« Public Funds v. Privste Funds. - Rabbi Miller
both said that the rumor heg gone abroad that public :
going to be used for the relief and rescue viork. of the Board and “that: .-
thie had caused censiderable concern to g large number. of peoples.: They
€aid that they had gotten e somewhat similaf'feeling,whén‘they,were, :
agked whether they were prepared to supply funds for the rescue of s
refugees on the Island of Rab. They émphasized that: if any such ‘feeling - .
became really wide-spread, the work of the Board and -its creation would Tl
be considered with cynicism, I replied'that'it'Was:my understanding’
thet private funds were to be used whenever available . but. that the, . -
Board would not allow any vorth-while project: to be. abandoned becauge . -
private funds.were either not available or. could not, for'any:reqsgnt~;
be used. I also pointed out to Rabbi. ¥iller and Mr. Schwulman that ..
to my mind it was important that privéteffundsﬁanr,avldrge'part of ..
the burden and that the impression ot be-given that:the viork: of-:the . ° -
Yar Refugee Board was principally gbvgrnment;fihanqéﬁ; -Iimade-itjclearlf“
hewever, that I was not prepared to expresg Mr., Pehle!S‘poiht'ofvview';
on this subjeet since I wasn't quite suve asrlo*the;éxtent” b"hichfhe‘ o
shared . my. views. R g

end ¥r. Schulman * :
funds were not.. * -

6. Iund Reising. Rabbi Miller and }
they were fully familiar with the corvers
and Mr.-Montor concerning the possible 3
‘War Refugee Board with regard 1o the
Miller and Mr. Schulman stated that!
and Mr. Montor were to see Mry Pehle in
ment on: Thursday, February: 2/ and: express 14 N0 commit)
would be made until they had had’ the: o ! ity of discussing with, . =
Mr. Pehle the nature and:details1qffahy1ﬁhderstanding3uhder{cbnsiﬁepation
In this connection; they stated that “they repreSentedfa'lafge_ségmeﬂt‘f’-i
ofthe Jewish population of the United: States and" thay while they did-
not want-to go into COmpetitionIﬁith;thé'Uhited‘ngishfappeal,”theyi'
felt that: there was $5O,OOO,OOOVévailablé3in;thié5C6un§ry for relief




and rescue work. They indicated that they were -n

the way funds were being distributed. They:-said )

in Jeruszlem needs 40,000 pounds a month to- finance 1ts undes

rescue work and that it receives but §40,000 a month “from the.Jh
Further, in this connection, Rabbi Miller and Mr. Schulman asked:. o .
whether the Board was going to solicit gifts. I.rveplied that it wasg -
my understanding that the Board was not going Yo solicit gifts. They "
then acked what would happen if men like Marshsll Field and John Dy
Rockefeller made substantial gifts to the Board. ~ I answered by statin
that the Board had accepted thevHIAS gift of $100,000, as well as the
$10.00 gift from a poor refugee in Ohio. Rabbi Miller and Mr. Sehulman - .
then-asked what would happen if somebody acted on'hisféwh.behalﬁ;and Ll
vere to make suggestions in thig regard to men like Marsrall -Field.and. -
John D. Rockefeller. I replied thaf free speech still preveiled in- .
‘this country but that I was sure that the Board would want to have 10,

part, direet or indirect, in any such suggestions, ¢

7. Miscellaneous., Rabbi Willer and Mr. Schulmen’ ssked whether -
anything was being done or could be done to exchaiige Jews in Hitleértg: =
Eurepe for Germans in the United Naticns. I replied that I"didn't -~ 7770
know of anything that was being done in this connection and-that:
offhand T didn't know wheilher anything could be done; - ipointed o i
the time it took to arrenge for the répatriation of ‘Ame ican diplomsts; =
They also asked whether anything was being done about feeding persong =

adte T

in enemy-cccupied areas such as Transnistria and Theresiehst

replied that I had the impression that certsin measures ‘Had been 'akbﬁ»:ff’:
to get food and food packages to ‘persons in conéentrati cgmﬁéiand”‘?,b
that the whole problem was being thoroughly - explored. R




JERUSALEH

- v
Arthur Lurie
34z Yaaigon Avenue NYK

‘CUGGEST - URGE PRECIDENTT NEBY RLYUGEF CUHDITTEF APPOINT IFWF vATELY

: —PFCBLﬁ“" CONSTANTLY ARIS iFG THFRE SECORD uHOULD ARRAFGB FOR PPOTE INGzii -
CPCYER OR INTERNATIONAL BED CROSS HOUINATE SPECIAL PEPR_,Q
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BERNARD JOSEP]




Amerlcan Zionist Emervgency Counc:.l )
342 Madison’ Avenue, New York City
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NLT LR, STEPHEN ,rIS/
242 MADISON AVE, NYX

HMOST CRATIFIED ',PPOIT\‘T HENT G{)VERInﬂ NT COMMITTEE ’*"L”ROPEAN HBFUGEES CON"FIDWNT'
YOUR LOII\‘G UT!??QST ENSURE - COMMITTEE A CI’IWF_ RF.AL RESULTu BY CONTRAS‘I‘ FOK&ER
-COMiA I‘I‘ STOP  AHONG POLISH JEWS ARPIVED HERF RECE“TLY ONE LFT POLAND =
LAST M4Y STOP THEY RF’POBT UT"IP\‘I‘_.RRU“PI‘ED EXTEPMINATION ONLY :
THOUSANDS REMAINING OF ‘1ILLIOL'E POLISH JEWS AND: O‘I‘FERq EXILED_; o POL D'
STOD SURVIVORS IN LABOU"P CA_MPq OP HIDING BOTH: CATEGO} ES UNDER CONS‘I‘-
THEF“,AT E}”‘I‘FRJJII\‘ALION STOP IN CAMPS WEAK OR SICK BEI‘\TG z{IILFD SA‘E FAT
{AITS HIDERS CAUGHT  GESTAPO OFFFPING REVARDS: STOP Au FRDNT APPROACH'EQ'
BALKANS DANGER GERMAN DOMINATION HU‘\IGARY RUhANIﬁ BULCARIQ B RE OVLR' V

#ILLION JEXS - STOP GOVLFNENP THESE COU‘ITR‘IES OF" CI

INTRANSIT R-uuAI N STOP

7 I:NTERNED GEmlAbis 'A;‘,LIED -.commms' : SfIfQPI " IF ‘Rdos'my:

WORK SERIOUSLY MUST FIRST PROVIDE PLACEE REFUGE




- OTHFR ALLIED NEUTRAL COUNTRIES ACTTNG' LIKE )
ONLY. 21000° SHALL BE ADMISSABLE PATESTINE éifQ? -PLEAS
AERICAN JEWRY AND ROOSEVELT COMMITTEE DAYS NUMBERE

VITAL THIE HOUR SUPREME TRAGEDY ALL TNTERNAL D

WAS DONE HERE ALL AMFRICAN JEV/S UNITING:VIEY SA

SEWRY STOP CABLE |




‘their popition on the matter of Pale
that such eertiﬂutea wers uvd.hbh,

4n Turkey. A further seeurity chesk wo

" Palestine whers they would ba placed

~would be relessed as 1:3;1 denigrant ,.mto
L}

" dmmigratien quotas.

Jow
1% wee ptated to be poliay net‘bo:l,

. ‘them, if they'ave safe in such cowntriess A copy:

forwarded to Hirschnann in Aukara as it shonld be useful
- ‘negotistions ws.th the. Turkish Gevemut.

The p:'opeud ﬂqehraticn on Jawish

5 AE YO rtad—,to tha uating that ropwou tivn of
had" conforx-od with representatives of 0,W,Iy and
’ od progran to bring. howe to. _
Germany snd of the satellite euunkrie- that . this Government msans in _
-4n its announcod policy to save the Jews and other persssuted psepls of
urops, 0.4.I. neked ua to oubmit to them a draft of a poliey direstive
‘on the forestalling of the Nasi program to exterminute the Jews and othe:
peraecuted mivorities, This has been donw and it 1s underatood ‘that 0
111 bave this directive olearsd with the State Department and the.
uthordties. It has not heretofore besn the poliey of O.H.I. to refer
5 peoiﬁcany to pavsecutions of the Jews tut rether to yefer gononl
~-minority groups which have suffered at the hands of the Nasis, The:
v ‘poaed direntivo if put 1nto eﬂ'ut An ¢

" has been addod to the Hoard's staff,




It was reportsd to:the nmeetis
Bteinhaxdt and Hir “4n Turkey,. Iayi
Hirschmann should follow in secking the cooperstde
- ment to speed up the entrance of refugaes

" eimiler in many respesta to.that recens
sentative in Spatn, Tt Peque

and that they be asked to make
admisgion of ro g8 45 permitted, iy
nmentta determination. ¢
raspeet to refugees; thet he shewld
that the Doard is prepared to take all
to evacuate refugess to Turkey, to maint
Turkey takes stops to faollitats the untrance
. Beard will take adtion to move refy
found desirable. Hirschmsnn was furth
~possible looking toward the evacu
. Turkey. With vespe
‘gvaquetion of refy .
meapures which ha balieves can be-taken: by this
pary ehipping, neutral or otheraise, nay be mede

Last night, kr. Pehle ‘stated, & oable
stating that & Torkish ship owner was willin
purpose of evecuabing 1,000 refugeen, ady
‘Turkeys that the Inte Al

matter should immedis
conferring with Admir ! te: 3¢
Administration comnitting this Government,
. dost; subfect to olearance frem Lend Lesse. -wal cleared:
-mediately with Lend laage, and a cable i ready to be dispatohed t
Hiraehmann ateting that he eould give the Turkish Government this am
suranca. Yo have also acked Hirschhenn to advise us asg to the .
of obtaining other Turkish vessols if slmiler quarantees are gi
‘Place the vessels, . . 0 T i

) ~Hirschmann also suggested in his cable that the ‘poanibily
canyasced of using for evacuntion purposes in the Black Sen area-
Swedish shipes which are at present carrying food from Oanada
* This matter, ¥r, Pehle said, would be discus: tately w
- Svedish Minister here, . .. - . -

It appeara to thoss working on the matter, that the shipping probler

-~ will.pot be ne formidable as was originally thought, The problem seens to .
- be one of offering to replaoe tonnsge or actually replaoing 1%, if !

and a precedent hag now been established in the Turkish ¢ane for this =

Government to guaranty to furnish roplacements, - With our inoreased




63‘:

production of ships and our relatively few losses in resent mont
would not appear to be foo difficult to obtain the necessary %

guarantees of veplacenent of tonnsge, feox evaouating
The approach to ths'saui’ls.tang propaacdby Buraiautﬂl

st the State Department. It has not baen oleared, asyet: bacause i
political aspocta, : S

_ r, Pahle stated thet consideratien should be given by the staff
to the quostion of what interest, if any, the W.RB, has in the drafbing

of peace tﬁms- S ) g FR
U, Loser stated that it appeared that the Boand mey be shle to

obtain from the Natioiel War Pusd, funds for war rofuges purposes, when S

. we 8o desire, The W,R,B. has been invited to send o : presentative to
atterd a meoting of the President's Wer Relief ( ntrol Board .on Peb:

-at which time the 1944 budgets of the member egendieaof the Nationa

Fund will bs considered. A nusber of thems budgets inelude projeo!

refugee relief, and 1t was deternined that this Board should meke lmown - S
at sald meeting its positicn that anything spent-on ref\ “e‘;proioetg‘nhbum;' e

be epjroved by the W.R.B, and thet we are also interested in seelng that - .
evallable funis are spent intelligéntly. It waa degided that a letter be ™
wrltten to the War Relief Contrel Board advising them-of our iy
ellooations of funde from the National War Fund and ¢

ask for monles from that fund, : oA

It was reported to the meeting that a cable '} a8 be spateh
Blickenateff, the Board's representative in Spain, to be peated o
Ackermen. in Algiers, Amprassing wpen him the ‘urgenoy of. making arrange-
- ments to move rofugecs from Spain te North Africa on e gompulsory basis
i neoessery, We wore unsuccesafil in getting UNERA to send & simtlar

cable to Beckelnan, thelr representative in Spain, becaus
 Anvoluntary sapect of our-aable, R S

_ It han been roported that the Germans will 10 longer

passports issued by certain South American oountries to | Jews |
intérned at Vittel in Frange and will deport the holders to Poland, It ..
is aleo reported that the Swiss Governwent mey teke action against those -

who procured: such passports €or the interness, A oable has bedn prepared .

to be sent to Bern, ssking our Ninister to attempt to induce the Swiss to = = -

take active steps to avold the seiwure or other mom-recognition by the - -
- Gormans of these Latin American passports and to get the Swiss Government - -

Yo desist in prosscuting those who assisted in the obtaining of the
yortd, . Thia propossd cuble 18 pending st the State Departezant, - o

It wan anncunced po the meeting that a cable has been dispatehed -
appointing Leonard Ackernan as Speclal Representative of the War Refuges -
Board in North Afrios, Aokerman who has ‘beon acting sp one ‘of . the Treacu
reprogentatives in North Africa, has been instruoted o work.on the Camp
Iyauty matter. — ~ ' S F A




~* dnterproting the British statement of ‘polioy with respast to the issuance

-of Palesting sertificates fo T - furope’ t0 Turkey

~and other neutral aress. It wes deoided that a copy of the letter containe
‘sohmann

- that State could eo advise the 1,0.0. making it known to such Oowsittee -
" .that the Doard assumes that the sommittes will olear all projests referred
- to it vith the Board, - .o T T TR T TUNERIE S

‘MRPoLlakiia 2/26/4h .

.. It was reported to the meeting that Hirvechuann 1s taking up wit)
the Turkish authorities the matter of reatoring Turkish oitisenship to
cortain Jows in France, who recently lost their Turkish oitisenship an:
consequently are liable to deportation to Poland by the Nasis. Hirseh:
has also advised the Board that he would alao dineuss with the Russisn
Anbasgador to Turkey, the reasons for Bulgaria cloaing its 1

preventing refugees from leaving, -

1t was deoided that $ha various news keports put.

nawggathering agenoies ehould be obtained and: searined £
-interest to the Boerdg . N R

It is reported that a number of Jewich rofugees who attempted to
gob into Palestine illegally and have been placed by the British on the - R
Islard of Hauritivs in the Indien Ocean ere in danger of death through . -
starvation and diseage, It was deoided that the faots of this case .
should be investigated before any proposal is made by the Board

, It vias stated that nrraigenents have been mdotohavoan oena
shlp intercepts on refugee matiers referred:to the Board,  Arrangements
are also being made to obtain 0,3,.3, reporf.‘a’fon vefugee matters .

The matter of approaching the Gexman: Government through
national Red Gross and yequasting that Lt permit persecuted minority
to depart from Naal and satellite territory was agein discussed. ‘It 1 .
conaidered that such & plea if rvefused by the Germans might aonceivably
have an gldverse effeat on the progrem Hirschmann is trying %o initiste in

Turkeys It was consideved desirable to send & cable to Hivachwenn asking

The meets.ng gave éax’xside‘mtio:‘x tou Propo: tter to Hirashmasa

for refugess escaping from Nesi Eurcps to 1

ipg this atatement of Byitieh policy should be cabled 40 Hirschmann, tut '
~that in view of its ambiguity we should sttenpt to obtain a clarifie
thereof fron the British bafore sending cut'an interpretetion of .

. The reqﬁutidﬁ' the Intcrgowrme ental Gomad ttu for 50,000 ,

was again dlecussed, It was decided that the State Dapartment should he
adviged that the Doard would make these funde avallable to the I,0.0, and




Conferende held at. the offi
at 2315 p.m., a.tt.ended by M
Stewa.rt, Friedman, th

ﬂ.

“¥r., Pehle adviged the mpoting hat “he
Col. ThorPson and Messra. Kuhrt and
'that the Boaxd: shquld trang t t.o

cubed - minor:ltias. Such a draft 1s n

lending her ssaistance on publio ralations mattera,ﬁ
necessary for the Board to obtain the full Yime. ser
relationa oxpert, :

“projects now. pending at State Deparment would be £ruitfu1; i:; many of the,
¢ases if action had been taken eaxrlier the preapeet of oBeuing. refugess:
would have been good,

The matter of obtaining Rusaian cooperation y ged .
agreed that & cable should be sent to the Ruasién’ Government, explal
_what the Board is trying to do and how Russia can:be: helpful. -

- ‘pelieved that Rusals can be particularly helpful in- yringing prégs
“besr-on the satellites, in-aiding in solving the Blaok Sea shippin
-gnd 1in -issuing -a deolaration of . govemmanul?polioy ‘sdmilar to_ the

announced by thig Govermnant at the time of the oresa :

i The meet}ng agrecd +th t the poaaibﬂ, - of ‘establ
7camps in Cyrena:lca and: Tri 11. should be-‘thoroughly xp;o"'

T In oonneotion with the evaouationvof Frenoh'chudrcn dnto Switze
'the Swiss Government asked for a guaranty.that they would not remein
-Switzerland-after the war.. It was decided) after disoussicm, that’
“ghould be prepared. for Bern authorising our Minister to viu the Swiu
“that this Government hag authorized ‘the lssuance and r a

for children entering. Switzerland after J’nnuary 1, 1 44y and ‘£9
thereafter. R ) : : S

, : it 'was also deyormined that the Boar& should rcoo4 o
.. be incJuded 4in.the Irade Agreement with Switserland provision for rale:
“the fobd ‘and-clothing allocations 4o: thst. countr; proportionally al more

L refugeas are acceptad by that ummtry.

v Mr. Pehle indieated that in view of thu importance of tho shipping
problem it would be neceasery for the Board to have &n sxpert in this - -
‘field on 1ts staff,  Furthermore it is necessary that- cloao cooperation
. with the Way Shipping Adminiatration be vorkcd out. )




It was the sey LB of the

Consideration was giver
Government through. the Inte ]
and réquesting that the Jews snd. othe
to leave Nasi territory, In this conne
if there was & réfusal by the German
advant.age might inura from publio:lsi

' ch & ple
such plea to Gaz'many to allow x'efugee ghildren to .

? ol
was rejected by Germany the State Dspartmanb geuld announco that- fa b to
the world. :

It was agreed that a cable should be dispatom to omv" i18s:
to ascertain whether the report has
obtain Mormtion as to Finland'a at

governmental Committee for- 50,000 1

Mr, Stewart advised the mesting that the

that the President did not wish his mrgcncy-
purpose, . that He wanted: such payments Placed
However, since it was tco late to get an eppropriatic
nent, 4t was stated that there would: be no: objee
tained £rom the President's Fund- for: that paymn

. ERPollekita 2/26/h.
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e

Gonferen'_éa held at %-he ofﬁqe,"of Hr, Pehle on Pebruary 19, 1944
at 2115 p.m,, attended by Hessra, Pshle; Luxford, DuBois, Lesser;
Stewart, Frieduan, E;M;Bem&ﬁein,' Parke, and:Miss: Hodel .- Pol

acted as reporter,
The following matters were reported to tﬁa,'mefe't';lpg"gf

Mr. Pehle annoutioed, that the Board was ende
services of Mr. Abransen who is now with 0
obtain the oonsent of the. War Department
former District Attorney of Kings

might join the Board's gtaff,

Department indicating that th

services, at this time.

At the instange of the Board, Mr, Warren of the Stqto',Dgpartnal;t'Lx‘un Lo
drafted a strong letier %o the Apo,ate?c Delegate asking the -Vati
1

to communicate with Dr. Tié’o,; Catholld President of Slovakia;, in.an

Sffort o iniuce hin not to perntt the deporsatien of Jews from that =

country to Poland,

v s

" The proposed warning to the satellites on their parﬁcibaﬁoii -hii; :
JHitler's program to exterminate the Jews is gtill pending.at the -

State Depag-tment.

A lotter hag been sent to Mr. Stettintus with & proposed-cable to
Steinhardt asking that he approach the Turkish Goveins a

to obtain effective cooperation in getting nore war refugees ‘from t}
on Steinhardt

Balkans into Turkey. A message has been received. I tein)
indioating his plessure at the -appointnent of Hirschmany ag Sp
Repredentative of the Board, S

i, Pehle stated that Morris Ernib gave a dimser, on ruary, 174
attended by Urs, Ogden Reid) Ruasel Leffingwell,’ Bruce Bliven, Shaj
of News Week, Saimel Graften, Sam Shorevef U.Q.0.U,, Quinoy Howe,”
George Fieding Elfoty Mr, and -others. ~Iater Mr, Pehle and -
Mr, Ernst sew Dorothy Thompeon.’ was o
to the group and soms of those p

approach foyr the Board to take,

reception,

v _Mr, Pehle stated that ho had also disussed with Louts Dolivet

Free World—ASaoeiatidn Fronch: gqop’e’rgftion onv'reru'g‘og pujoblgxrn, .

v wms j’geﬁoraliy 'égreo;i th

":?;'re,f“geea to the United Stetes,.

présent bystem
facilitate the en
into-this count:

be investigated,

HRPollaksis ~2/26/44




hat i‘rlepdlj pe
hroughiths ¥a
rLaL i uOC'L&l Democrats he Te




forces, - However, i

b yht be n0°31ble to cvacua
Bulgaria’ arrovs the Black ‘Sea, :







- internoss in the cccupied ateaf;
S thoy can i 51p in so far a 3
TLowas p at that a e ST snade o the
ritan Government. through’ anoatral







