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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE UNDER SECRETARY 

TG: 

'~''0 .. :: 

r. (._T. 

./ 
;-T2yden f'c;ynor 

'1"',1nk you very much· 

~or ?e.(ing ~e the outline 

ot L ---_c 2c "O::J~li.- i:rJ~nts of 



In repl7 please 
refer to: f/17 

APR 2 71944 

Dear Dick: 

Here are \he documents which shoUld haTe 

been enclosed in _, previous letter. 

We haTe your Dall4t on our aailing lbt and 

I hope you have by now received \he later press 

releases which we recen\l7 sent to you. 

Ve17 sincere~. 

;~; ~~ 

Enclosures. 

· W' D'l'owlerlagr 4.-2&.>44 
.. 
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APR 14 1944 

Dear llanniea 

Thank you eo much for your letter of llarQh 30, 

1944, concerning my appointment. I appreciate YOUJ' good 

wiehee. 

Honorable Emanuel Cellar, 

House of Repreeentativea • 

FHslab 4/13/44 

Sinoereq, -

jJI T"(jJ;. 



,;,dJ~ttcELLER 
-:·.-.· t_Ob:r o,-~,CT NEW YORK 

. ~-, 

. :;-.~ ~;.> MEMBER OF 

-~~·,-:-;o._: 

··c·-;,- WASHINGTON SECRETARIES~ 

:_·_-.ESSIE EFFRAT MARGARET BROOKS 

~ongress of t~t Wnitdr ~tilt~% 
1!}ouse of 1\.epresentatibes 

~!1~fngton,;9. QC:. 
JACOB GRALLA MARY DOUGHERTY _ 

Mar. cO, 1944 

hon. John~. Pehle 
-,tar Lator Eo':lrd 
nashing.ton, .u. G. 

~ongr~t~lations o3 yo~r nerma-

LC:;viAD 

W. R. 8;'---·----
Fi/ing liuthority 
To: Files 
An a. • ................................. _;_ ... __ _ 
flo. /ins. Req. -·-···· ... :., ......... .. 
lniiia! .......... ____ _ 
Date_····---·--·---··- ...... .. 



Ia repl7 pleaa• 
refer to• 406 

Deu Mr. Sbaaok& 

tbaak 7ou fer your le,\er of March 28. 

eotor of the War llefugee loud. 

1 grea'l7 appreolate 70ur exprteetoa of 

,oo4 wiabee and ,our offer of aes1e\aftce la thl• 

111ldel'taklq. 

llr. Louie M. Sbaaok, 
laeou\lTe Director, 
Jewhb OeQttr. 
'1 DwlaM StHe\. 
lew. a. .... Ooa•utoUcnd. 

I. W. Pehl• 
Kxecu\lTe Dtreo\or 

~ ~RBButchieonzagr ~ .....--' 

,. 



Officers 

ABRAHAM MARKLE, PT<sident 
DR. A. L. SHURE, .Vico•Pres. 
HARVEY BARNETT, Vice~Pres. 

LoUis SACHS, Vice,Pus. 
MRs. joHN Fox, Vice-Pres. 

JEWISH, 

JOSEPH DRABKIN, Treasurer 
MEYER BOTWINIK, Asst. Tuas. 
MISS ANN COOPERMAN, Secretary 
ISAAC ALPERT, Fin. Secretary 

Mr, Robert W, Pehle 
.lar Refugee Board 
·.vashington, D,C, 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

March 28, 1944 

As a Yale graduate (Ph,B,-1926} and Creighton classmate 
(LL,B, 1930), it was with deep interest that-I read ¢f your appoint­
ment as head of the Yia-r Refugee Board, 

.I 1vant to ~.xpress to you my sincerest •Vishes for 
success in the ve;ry important task that you. are -undertaking, As an 
active participant in Jewish co~unity endeavors, I am_ vitally interest­
ed in the work of th~ War Refugee Board, As a member of the American 
Jewish Conference·, I have. been rea9-ing of the ·memoranda that have been 
presented on various occasions for the rescue of the Jews trapped in 
Nazi lands, 

I hope that your great humanitarian endeavors will be 
fruitful. If at any time I can be of any service to you, I shall be 
very happy to be called upon, 

Afjiliar.ed with: 

~ell~ 
LOUIS M, SRANOK' 
Executive Director 

New Haven jEWISH CoMMUNITY COUNCIL, .New England AssOCIATED Y. M. AND Y. W. H. A.'s 

National jEWISH WELPARE BOARD , Member of THE New HAVEN CoMMUNITY CHEST 

,. 



,4PR 1 1944 

Dear Dick& 

It vu pod of pu to Vl'1 te .. concerning 
117 nev appolatllellt ad 1 atncue~T appnotate ;YO\U" 
pod wt.ehea. 

I ~ enoloetng copies of the Board's Prase 
Relea1e1 Hoe. 1 thzooueh 6, ad. \he .Pree14ent' a 
Stateaqt of Jfaroh 84, 1944, which J111.7 be of lntere•t 
to you. 

~·· I. :a. lohDatoa, USRB., 
Rf;ch'oa, fleet Alr lflq lour, 
Patn 4-4, 
o/o fleet Po1t Otfloe, 
Sea Ifftl!lolloo, Oallforaia • 

. {,(1;1""" ~Hutchilon: 4/1/44 .(!11 v 

If~ 

,~.i 
l 



·~ 

Jca.r John: 

It was with real pleasure that I 
learned of your appointment with the War Re­
fugee Board. Please accept my congratulations 
and sincere best wishes for continued success. 
I first learned of you>r new position from my 
wife, an·l l:J.ter ran EJ.cross the properly lauda­
tory item in the New Republic for February 14. 

It see~3 to me that.this country,. which 
should be talting a, position of leadership in 
helping war refugees has don·e criminal1'.' 11 ttle 
so far in t'1is field. 

S: 
Since rec~iving my commission·~n June 

of ls.st year I have Rpent four reonths ~ Navy 
schools a+, Quonset Point, Rhode Islan\kand have 
boor. &t my present post for about fo~ months. 
I'm a long way from.'!lashingtori now in tel'ms of 
miles, though :t t doE?sn' t take long to make. the 
trip by air. I can't tell you where I am or 
very much about what ~'m doing, except to say 
that I'm Officer-in-Charge of Patsu (Patrol 
Service Pnit) 4-4 of Headquarters Squadron, 
Fleet Air 'l!ing Four.~ 

I have really been most 'fortunate to 
stumble into my present job in naval aviation, 
and I am really getting a good deal of enjoyment 
and satisfaction out of the work. 

Elizabeth and Roger are in Los Angeles 
living vri tn. Elizabeth's folks (and unable to find an apartment) • 

nly be watching with est what news 
I may be able to get in this isolated place of 
YQUr future career. I should appreciate your 
putting my name on your mailing' list for 'any 
of the Board's publications which may be of 
general interest. 
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Ens. J,fl, Johnston, USNR 
He:iron, Fleet Air Wing Four 
Patsu 4-4 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

Mr. John Vf, Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D.c. 



• 
MAR 29 1944 

Dear ·Aictt. 

' fhank 70u tor you:r letter ot. lebruaq 10,-:y 
1944, conoe:rn1ng 117 appolntaent ae Acting B~eouttv .. 
Dtreotor ot the new War Refugee Joar4. 

l greatly appreciate tour expreltion ot 
good vlehee for the auocees ot thle ~4ertatlag. 

llr • .lace lrtn, 
Ro7a1 ••rv$glau Minlatr.v 

ot lorelga Affal!'l, 
lttnreton Bouea, 
Pl'laoea Gate, 
London, s.v. 7. 

Stnoerely, 



AAGE BRYN 

lOth 

uear J olm, 

1 read in one of the London papers the other day 

about your appointment as ~!rector of the .mr Mefugee 

Board and wish on that occasion to send you my very best 

congratulations. 1 know it will interest you that your 

Eppointment was written up to ~uite some extent in the 

London papers. .,. 

1 am sorry that 1 did not meet you when I was 

CLown to the .r·oreign l''und s Control to say good bye before 

rr,y departure from -,iashington. 1 trust, however, that 

urvis 3chrnidt conveyed my regarcts. iillyway, I profit 

by this occasion to thank you most heartily for all your 

kindness ana all your helpfulness during the years I 

served as the link between our Embassy and your Institu-

tion. I dare say that had it not been for your co-

stants my task in 

//as-hington had been very much more difficult tha~ ~t 
proved to be. 

John 'N. Pehle, Esq., 
Director of' the 'dar Refugee Board, 
c/o U.S. Department- o-f the Treasury, 
~ashington, D.c., 
U • .:3. A. 

.;. 



I wish you every luck and success in thanew 

and certainly difficult task, and remain, with best 

regards to yourself, I.~rs. Pehle and every one from 

the Foreign Funds Control, 



MAR 2 4 · 1944 

It wa.e good of you to write 

sincerely appreciate your good wishes. 

With kind ~eraonal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Pvt. Irwin Seibel, 
SlOth M. P. Ooapany, 
APO 1958, .c/o Postu•ter, . 
San J'ranoteoo, O&l.ttomt.a. · 

.IBTowlerr ~r 3..22-44 

\ .. 

-~--- _.-,.,--------'-~-



SlOth ll.P. Co., APO 1958 
cfo Postmaster, s.:r., Calif. 

llarch 7, 1944 
DeBr John, 

cponsibilities a man of your calibre would be called upon to assume. 

IV. Peble." It did not take prophetic Vision to forecast the weightier re,. 

share in the Post r s editorial enthusiasm with the appoint11ent of one "John 

Board. Congratulations, John! I was damned happy and proud to read and 

news of your r€cent appointment as Acting Director of the War RefUgee 

One of my ubiquitous Weshington informants passed on to me the 

Please pass on my best wishes to Florence Hodel and fard Stewart. 

Sincerely, 

" 



-. 

!hank you so muoh lOJ' ;;rwr le\tet ot 

J'ebJ'\lal'Y 17, 1944, oonoernlns lQ" new appout..llt. 

It wu very good ot 70U to wrttt ae. and I eilloerely 

appreciate your gooclwtahea. 

Ill'. l!O!Jer Spencer, 
OPS 176, 
Bo.:& 65, 
Glendora, Calif. 

FHodelzhd 2/23/44 

" 



Telephone: Covina 491-94 

AMERICAN FRIENDS '* SERVIC~ -~OM~UTTEE 
February 17, 1944 

Dear John 

Am glad to hear (via clipping from an 

Omaha paper) of your recent appointment as 

director of War Refugee Board. I am sure you 

will make a good job of it. 

Good luck and good wishes, 

Rog (Spencer) 
ps 

Roger Thorpe here says he had some contact with 

you while working on foreign funds in Treasury. 

He•s educational director on this outfit and doing 

a good jobo rs e.~ 

John Pehle 
U. s. Treasury 
WashingtonD. C. 



Dear Dr. TI1se r 

I deeply appreciated your letter oz 

February 17, 19441 ccmoei'DiDs lilT new appolnY~ent 

and your good wiehes tor euoceu are moat g!'atity­

lng to me. we are, of course, detenained t.o do 

everything 1n our p01f8r to C8J'l'7 out tbe Pree1dent' s 

new progr• oonoU'Ding persecuted people• 1D Europe. 

Dr. stephen s. 111se, 
Jll'eeident, . 
~r1can Jewish Congress, 
330 Weat 42nd street, 
Ra tork, N. t. 

FHodelrbd 2/21/44 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) J ~ W, Pehle 

"· 



JEWISH 
STREET 

S. WISE, PRESIDENT 

SHERMAN, CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATHAN D. PERLMAN } v·ICE-PRESIDENTS 

LEO H. LOWilZ 
LOUIS LIPSKY, CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING COUNCIL 

M. MALDWIN FERTIG, CHAIRMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

JACOB LEICHTMAN, TREASURER 

Hon. J, w. Pehle 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Office of Dr.Wise 
40 West 68 Street, 
New York, 23, N. Y. 

February 17, 1944. 

I cannot tell you bow delighted I am to learn 
that you are become the Executive Director of 
the War Refugee Board. Your appointment 
gives us deepest satisfaction, for we know of 
your deep, abiding and generous concern with 
the problem, which has come under your direction. 

. , ~!..J'l.n Ai.Jiil:r:h A 

With evecy wis \t:bat" your ;J;Inioe in the War Re .. -
fugee Board ma in every sense be outstanding; 

.. 
ssw:s PRESIDENT 

'l~ 



FEB 19 1944 

Dear Morrie: 

It was good of you to write me 

concerning my new appointment. I sincerely 

appreciate your good Wishes. 

Sinoerely yours, 

(Signed) :r. \f. Pehle 

Mr. Morrie s. Rosenthal# 
Vice PreSident, 
Stein, Hall & Company# Inc., 
285 Madison Avenue# 
New York, N. Y. 

FHodel:hd 2/16/44 

" 



STEIN, IIALL & CoMPAN-i~c. 
ESTABLISHED 1866 

285 MADISON AVENUE 

February 10, 1944 

Mr. John Peble 
United St&tes Treasury Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear John: 

It was good to learn that you had been chosen 
acting executive director of the War Refugee 
Board and I know that you will bring to that 
work the same energy and good judgment that you 
gave to y·:mr job in the Treasury. 

All good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

illSltGD 

" . 

.. 



·~ 

j;J/)..~. 

Dear vernec 

It was good ot you to write me 

concerning my new appointment. I sincerely 

appreciate your good wishes. 

I am happy to know that. you are 

enjoying your new work and I wish you all 

possible sucosss. 

Sincerely yours, 

lBi~nedl :r. W. Pehle 

Mr. Verna B. LeWis, 
6225 Sligo Parkway, 
Hyattsville, Maryland. 

~~· FHodel:hd 2/16/44 



Dear Mr. Pehle, 

6225 Sligo Parkwar· 
Hyattsville, Maryland 
February 8, 1944 

I v.·as v':ry happy to lea rn of your appointment as 
airector of the new war refugee board. It is 
rFll-aeserved tribute to tne fine work you have done 
at Foreign Funas Control, I have always felt that 
the oe2t recognition one could receive for a job 
well done is an o~portunity to tac~le a tougher job. 
I ha ve been pa rticularly pleased to see the 
la uaitory comments in the papers and to hear such 
radio co~mentators as Leon Henderson praise the 
appointment. I want to add my congratulations to 
theirs a nd to ~isn you every success in this new 
'FOrk, 

I ha ve (I guess I'll have to get rinusor to help me 
on my "space" proolem--this typewriter jumps a space 
much too often) As I ~as saying, I have an interesting 
assignment now as assistant to the war Food Administrator. 
Yost-of my time is spent reviewing price regulations, 
food orders, and otGer documents which he has to sign, 
but the most interesting part of the work is in 
connection with SjJE:Cial assignments he tosses my way 
from time to tjme, Right now I am working on a 
reorgu nization plan for War Food, Last fall I did 
quite a bit of work on the price support programs for 
farm commodities for 1944, The job I went into after 
leaving FFC riidn't pan out very well, but-the present 
one maKes up for it, In fact, if things hadn't taken 
a turn for the better I would be asking you now if 
you couln fine a job for me to do at t~e new board, 
For I thoroughly enjoyed working with you at FFC and 
hope to have an opportunity to be associated with 
you again sometime. 

Sincerely 



f[fj 17 1944. 

Dear Mr. Hayward r 

Thank you so much .for your letter of. 

February 7, 1944, concerning my new appointment. 

I sincerely appreciate your good wish~s • 

. Very truJ_y yours, 

{S3.gned) J. w. Pehle .. 

. · · J, w. Pehle 
Acting EK8outivu Director 

Ur. H. A· Hayward~ 
ASsistant Vice President, 
Foreign Department, 
U1don Truat Company of Maryland, 
Bal tilllore 3, Harylancl .. -



• 
UNION TRUST CoMPANY OF MARYLAND 

.MEMS_E_R FE·o~RAL RE:5ERVE.-:.SY·'i;;:flfM • ~r-,_ 

~r-r ~'?.~ .... ~1-·E:;, bc::-:i, 
-f P::::--tin,-t2-r~::- tl .. ~ .. 

BALTIMORE-3 

Februe:ry ~'th, 1944 

r'r. .3r;~~llr.J:::.: l notJiC'ed t:-~.:> .srtic:.e in +...he 11 New York 
'fil7l2!2 11 cut· i!1i-.il..:; ycur fr_:,pcir;t:r:eht tc t~e eibove Board. I wish 
tc oi'fer -·_? cr:-nr,ra~t1- P.t.LonE Bnri 1 ~now :!ou wi.~l do an 
exce~_lent .~cb. 

In ~~y c c; soc ic- -t .Len v. i u, the l fT.ice of Co-orctine tor 
o: lnter-h.mer~c:- r1 t.!.~:.qir::::" I '!T.s :1leesed to !lave some contact 
"-"-ith ycu; not <:s ··LuC~i c-.~. l should. hav-e Jikeci but, in CJl.Y 
evert) =-,J_:_·:ici~nt tc re~-~-ize ::cur c,: rcbili ti'?.- • The best of 
1 1.;c.-: tr ;-ru ir. ;.~cur- ns:r: venttre~ 

Sineerely, 

~~-... ···· lj 



Dear Judge A!U'ons1 

It is indeed grat1fying>to have your letter of 
February 8, 1944, concerning my apr,ointllient ~lf . .Acting 
Executive Director of the new War Refugee Bo~rd. Your 
k1nd.thoughts end interest are sincerely appreciated, 

I assure you tlwt no effort will be spared to. 
achieve the aims of our Government in this undertaking. 
The sUpport and good wiahes of ueople like you are most 
helpful to us in our ~~ork and are an added inspir111tlon. 
to the high purposes in the creation of the Board, 

·Judge Charles L. Aarons, 
Circuit Court Ohambere, 

.Sincerely yours, 

J. it, Pehie 
Acting Executive Director 

Second Judicial Circuit Branch No, 8, 
Jl11waukee, l'fhconsin. 

. /.' 

'f ~ -~ EBTowlerl agr 2-ll-44 



CHARLES LAARONS 
JUDGE 

Mr. John w. Pehle, 

CIRCUIT CoURT CHAMBE:Rs 
SECOND ..JUDICIAL CIRCUIT BRANCH NO. B 

MILWAUKEE, WIS. 

u. s. Treasury Building, 
ivashington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Press reports tell me of the creation of the w~r Refugee 
Board and of your selection as the director. The este.blishment 
of this Board is a matter of such importanc~ that. in my opinion, 
if the work is effectively conducted, it will stand out as one 
of the greatest deeds of the present generation. I say this 
because it reaches toward the highest level of civilization's 
progress. It seeks to preserve ~ or to save - the reputation 
of this era of history for the achievement by man of lvhat I 
like to think is the Divine purpose of his existence on earth. 
To _be chosen to engage and to lead in activities having such 
objectives is indeed a great distinction as \-tell as an un-
usual privilege. The work of the 'var Refugee Board will be 
a.nxiously ~-.ratched by all men who pray for the restoration of 
the true meaning of the l-tord 11 human. 11 

I Hant to tender my congratulations not only to you but 
to suffering and oppressed humanity. 

May the Board under your leadership meet with unbounded 
success. 

Very sincerely yours, ~ 

-6f~ La_~------
' 



fEB 15 1944 

Thank yo1~ for your letter of February?, 1944, 
concerning my anpointment ns Jl..cting Executive Director 
of the new 'liar Refugee Board, · 

Your good wishes for the euccees of the Board 
are greatly appreciated •. 

V e cy truly yours , 

(Signed) J. W. PehJ e 

J. W, l'ehle 
Acting Executive Director 

Mr. tiilltrun J.l, Chadbourne, 
Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckel & Brown, 
70 Pine Street, 
llev Ynr;._, 6, U ew York. 

tGfb'J' ~Hutchisonragr 2-14-44 ~ .__.-

-~--

, 



F. Hodel 
Room 190 

" 



My dear Mr. Pehle: 

SEVENTY PINE STREET 

NEW YORK 5 

February 7, 1944 

J.iiay l wis11 you '':ne success I ,mow yo:.., wil.L ,'lave in 

your new most import~nt ~ost ? 

belie-ve me 

Honor:.tole John W. Pehle, 
War Refugee Board, 

Wash i;1c ton, 
D. C. 

Very truly yours, 



fEB 15 1944 

It was good o£ 701i to write u 

concerning fliT new appo:t.ntment. I a1ncerel7 

appreoiate your good lfishee. 

81noerel7 yours, 

Jlr. lalaea E. Jrarolrht.a, 
o.t'tice of the Alien Propert7 
Oneto¢Lan, 

washington, D. c. 

FHodelthd 2/12/44 

" 



OFFICE OF 

ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN h.Ni;,-: .... 

WASHINGTON .. N.t .'\~.?. 

February 
ninth r-~~~ 

1 9 4 ·3 

Dear John: 

I read an editorial last.night in a Washington 

paper concerning your new job. I was partic-,llarly . 

inter8sted in 'the many coiniJlimentary references- t:--tat 

were wade about you. I am sure that you v1ill meet all 

of the expectations of those who know you by doing your 

usual excellent job. I only regret -that.our direct 

relationships have been temporarily severed. 

Congratulations and best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bethesda, Maryland 

l. 

" 



~:'-'. 

Dear Mr. Gottschalk! 

Thank you for your letter of i'e'brual'T a, 1944, 
concerning ~ appointment ae Acting Executive Director 
of the nev War Refugee Board. 

I am indeed greattul for the interest and good 
wishes which you have expressed for th1a Wlderta1!:1ng and 
I assure you that ever,v effort. will be made to reallae 
the obJectives of our Government in the establtshaent of 
the Board. 

Very trul;r yours, 

(Signed J .r. rr. PP't!l!! 

J. W, 'ehle 
Acting lxeoutive Director 

Mr. Hu Gottechalk, 
Hlaa-Ica Emigration Aeeoclatlon, Ino., 
386 Fourth Avenue. 
New York, Hew York. 

flli.. .... ,.w ~ .. 

,. 



CABLE ADDRESS 

HICEM 

Mr. John w. Pehle 
Treasury Department 
Room 288 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Februa~ B, 1944 

It is with very great pleasure that I learned 
that you have been appointed by the President, Executive Director 
of the War RefUgee Board. 

My personal meetings with you and the report 
Mr. Dijour gave me of his recent conference with you, convinced 
me that under your energetic and devoted direction, the important 
task which has been entrusted in you will be conducted in the best possible way. 

With every good wish, I remain, 

Yours very sincerely 

MG/BB Max Gottschalk 



Dear Mr. Altschul: 

Thank yqu for your letter of February 7, 1944, 
concerning my apnolntment ae Aoti~ Executive· Director of 
the new 11r<r Refugee :Board. 

I am indeed greatful for your interest and good 
wishes. I am confident thnt every effort will be made to 
realize the objectives of our Governm,.,nt in the establish~ 
m"nt of the Board, · 

Your offer of aas1atance h greatly a.ppre·oio.ted. 

Mr. Frank Altschul, 
40 Wall Street, 
New York 5, New York, 

R9lt ~ J..¥./1 '-
RBHutch1son~ 2-11-44 

Sincerely 70ure, 

{Signed} .r.w. Pe::le 

J. w. Pehle_ 
Acting Executi~e Director 

'' , 



..... ;;_· -~ -.-
--~-~_. ;:~ ~f-~ :_ . ·~j~~ 

.~~·'~<·1· · .. ~"~ 

'FILING Al~~TY _,t~,'~c,"~~-' 

TEL HANOVER 2-1200 

FRANK ALTSCHUL 
10 WALL STREET 

•· NEW. YORK 5, N.Y. 

'1'0: Mail lt.~Fllee · l ·-

--NO AN~. Ri!'Q .• ~.;.. 'j-:-:-.: 
IlJii'IIU. ·······••M•··-~ 

vm .. ·--·-----· 
February 7, 1944 

My dear Mr. Pehle, 

This is to convey to you 
my warm congrutuh.tions on your appointment 
to an extraordinarily constructive and much 
needed field of nation<J.l endeavor. 

From my contacts with you, 
I have had occasion to experience in your 
conduct those qualities of intelligence, fair­
ness and sympathetic understanding vchich should 
qualify you pre-eminently for your new assign­
ment. I feel that everybody who is interested 
in the ?.•ork that you are now undertaking sh<'mld 
share congratulations with you. 

If I can at any time be of any 
assisthl!ce to you, I ViOUld appreciate-exceed-= 
ingly your calling on me •. 

Hon. John If. Pehle. 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D.C. 

Yours ~?incerely, 



fEB 12 1944 

Deer Mr, Claflin: 

Thank-you tor your lettBr of Februar,y a, 1944, 
concerning my appointment as Acting Executive Director 
of the new War Re.fugee Board. 

I am indeed greatful for the interest and good 
wiehee which you have eXpressed for this undertaking and 
I assure you that every effort will be made to realize 
the obJectives of our Government in the eatabliehment of the Board, 

~ Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) J.W. Pehle 

J, W, Pehle 
Acting Executive Director 

Mr, A, Olaflln, 
French American Banking Oornoretion, 
31 Nusoau. Street, 
New York 6, Hew York, 

~-
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FR~':NCH AMERICAN BANKING 

.~ ru;o;, i\''ttJ 
l~:: V"lll :'!< 

CORPORATION .. 

31 NASSAU STREET 

S. ~re~::ur~r 

.. a.sl-: -!._~~~tor:} 

NEW YORK 5 

:Sepa:-tmen.t 
r 

L r ~-. 

.- ,\. 

:;: re<td w':. th i:-'"tePest about 
:·ouf' :.J~~·oJ:-•trre:-:t 'iS _,ctir.::: ":xecutive 
~ :1'~ctcr c!' tr~e new 'Xar ::O:efue:ee Boar·d. 

~('l_l !-~ave in m:r opir..:!.or... done 
(Y~·f:-' nf t:~e C'~t~tandir:c -war ti~e j9l"'8 
i~ t•q orzaniZQt!on and manacement of 
th~ ~r~~i~~ P~1~s Control ar~ I ~~ 
~.(,:)li.,zhte~~·-tc ~e~ ~rou given recogq1tion 
fo:c> it. 

~i~cerely yct~~s, 



-

b reply pleau 
refer to; 78 

·~ 

fEB 111944 

Dear Mr. Ktngdonr 

Thank ;vou for your letter ot J'e'111'UU7 '7, 1&44, 
concern1DB a.y appointment u AoUac lxeOU.tlYe Director of 
the new Var Refugee Board. 

I aa indeed areattul tor the tntereet vhlob 701l 
haYe ezpreeeed ln th1e tmdertaklng, aad I UaiU'e :rou that 
eYeJ7 effort vtll be Qde to reaUae .the o'IIJeetty•• of 
ov GoYei"Dileat 1n the eeta'bUihllent of the Joar4. 

·rour otter of the •••tetagce ot 70QJ' otcaDisatton 
1e cr•at17 appreciated. 

Mr. 
I 

lnte~aatlonal Be1aue aad 
llelbt Oo•ut .. , lao., 

I Weet 43r4 Sheet, 
!fev Yol'k 18, Jrev Y•n. 

(Signed) J .w. Pehle 

J. w • .Pehle 
.Acttnc BlteoutlYe Db•eotor 

·'-·. 



Honorary Chairman 

Char!es· A. Beard 

Chairman 

Frank Kingdon 

Vice-Chairmen 

Freda Kirchwey 

Sterling D. Spero 

Ingrid Warburg· 

L. Hollingsworth_ Wood 

Treasurer 

David F. Seiferheld 

Executive Secretl!lry 

Sheba Strunsky 

National Committee 

Roger Baldwin 

Paul F. Brissenden 

Stuart Chase 

George S. Counts 
Frank Crowninshield 

Margaret De Silver 
John Dewey 

Le·.-.·i~ Gannett 

Harry Gideonse 

James G. Heller 

John Haynes Holmes 

William H. Kilpatrick 
We,ley C. Miichell 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
William Allan Neilson 
John Des Passes 

Cecilia Razovsky 
Abba Hillel Silver 
Upton Sinclair 

Dorothy Thompson 
Oswald G. Villard 

William Allen White 

J.ntemalionaf fe6cue and Jeh~/'Commitlee 
Jncol'po!'alsJ : 

. . . ·~N"'· .run · · 
. . lN.l'l'IAL . -..:, ·•·•'····· 

Combining: Emergency Rescue Committee, Inc. 

International Relief Association, Inc. 
fli:ITE ..................... . 

·4··~·-...... ~·-!···-······ 
2 WEST 43rd STREET. NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

LOngocre 5-4229 

Mr. John 11. Pehle 
Executive Director 
~ar Refugee Board 
Treasury Deps.rt2er::.t 
~~sLington, D.C. 

Dear rc;r. Fe.hle: 

?ebruary 7, 1944 

The InttrnMtional Rescue and Relief 
Committee is very pleased to hear that 
you Lave been 2.[-:pointed Executive Director 
of the .• ar Refugee Board and I take this 
opportunity to offer the services e.nd full 
cooperation of our or~anization. 

This comrni ttee has had much experience in 
the rescue of endangered anti-Nazis and 
we would like to offer the benefit of that 
experience for the quickest possible 
destruction of the /\.xis. 

" Very sincerely yours, 

FK:ir 

·~~129 

M_ember Agency of the National War Fund through affiliation with Refugee Relief Trustees 

" 
-, -. ·. 

·~ 
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Ia N])lF plea~e 
reter to: .,., 

Dear Mr. llonnenreloJu 

FEB11.1944 

fbaDk 70u fo• yov 1e\ter ot '•'I"UU7 8 • 19f4, 
ooacems.ng rq appolfttaeat at Aeti~~g heouU•e Director ot 
the new Wu Retucee Joan. 

I am ladeed creattul tor the latereat .ad good 
wteh" vhleh you ha•e expretaed tor thle underteld.•• a4 
I aeeure you that no17 effort vtll be ll&de to na).ta.e the 
obJeoU•·ee of our lo?el'lllleat lll the eetabUtbaent ot the Board. 

Your otter of the atelatanoe ot yoar Ot~eBteatloa 11 ~roatl7·&PP,.olate4. 

Mr. Oharlee 8onn.,..-el0b, 
fhe VaUecl RoWialltaa Jewe 

of .Aurtoa, 
110 .... 40th 

(Signed) J.W.Pehle 

J. v. Pfble 
AotlfiC lluoutbe D.treotor 
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-;_,.=--

.;;;· 
·:.~r i;' 

·)/' Telephone 
TAckawanna 4-6535 ,;y 

Honorary President 
LEO WOLFSON 

11 0 40th 
NEW YORK 

lNIUtn 

President 
CHARLES SONNENREICH 

"To further, defend and protect the inter .. ts 
of the Jews in Roumania, to work for_ th~r 
civic and political emancipation and j(JT tl&eir 
economic reconstruction and rehabilitation; 
and to represent and further the intere!t& of 
the Roumanian Jews in the United State.J.'1 

DATE.. .. 
-~ ........... !1•··~·~··•..;... .. . 

V ice-Presitkntl 
~f.-tx ScHoNFELD 
SAMUEL KANTER 

ISAAC COHEN 
Dn. Sot. BICKEL 

E~nt GELBER 

Comptroller 
PAuL GrNcoLD 

TrelL!urer 

Vice-Presidents 

S.oL .MARcus, Part_-\DELPHIA, PA. 
SAM FEtD.&IAN, YouNcsTpwN, 0 .. 
WM. LANDo, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
IRVING SAND, PITTSBURG~, PA. 

LEON A. BLUM, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
~fAx ScHWARTZ, CmCAco, ILL. 
.MosEs J. REIN~R, BosToN, MASs. 
I. FEIGENBAUM, CLEVELAND, 0. 

DR. CHARLES H. WHER !"e>lc, ·-"'-:P.c·.:~ve 

Dn. L. E. SIECELSTEIN, CLEVELAND, 0. 
Loms Roaauca, MoNTREAt., CANADA 
JAMEs ELLMAN, DETROIT, Mrcu. 
NATHAN LAx, DETROIT, 1\.frCn. 

E-:f'·· 1:...'2 ~'J[~l ... d 

·r') ')Q?'d, 

Dc>:~ro~Pld .'r, f;re ··,cPtr: -; n. :~l:«t :·o"r 8~~peri.ence 
Hill eno~cJP. ···.1u to o·,ccessCnll;r cappy 

.'u " '"·1:' 
1 '.'~e ;-" n:o:r''<r,, T'J'l of O'lP willinn1ess 

ii·-, c}·.::s·.r·. ~8 c.Jnne"R~e w~~t>, ·;Z111 "'··rl the l;oa:,d to tJ-,, 
1'u2.lc.ct e,:;:;·~nt '>o t•_e t all OU'll'Bssed neovle and in 

·;,t.'.c·::>:J' th.c t.' <Y_::c, ;,:'c '.JC ~~'1, bretLepn- in nol:mania 
'·8 ~:t_·· r:d ;··:ro'1 tL•; .;_JTTinent dHn: EH'S of death whj.ch 

Ve:rv tPulv Yours 

~ 

~·. "I 



· Ff:B;ll194.f · .. 

Dear Oaoare 

It wu good o:f 1011 to wr1 te me on rq 

appOintment. I ainoerely appreoiate your good 

lriBhes and the help 1rbieh you have given ll8 on 

thia difficult job. 

lfr, Oscar Cox, 
ROOillOJ7, 
Temporary 1' Butld.Ulg, 
Washington, D. o. 

FHodelrhd 2/11/44 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) J .w. Peble 



Dear Jolm: 

Right will out - even though it 

take~ a long tim:! • 

I felt from the outset that you were 

the guy who could really do the job. It is good 

to have the final appointment corroborate this. 

Sincerely 

Jolm w. Pehle, Esq. 
Acting Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building - Roan 28ai 
Washington, D.c. 



1D rep17 plea•• 
refer to: 3? 

Dear Hr. Siaktnd1 

FEB 10 1944 

Thaak you for yo'lll' letter of lebi'Uaf7 6. 1944, 
conoemtng., eppolntant a AetlDg lzH\lU'Q DlrMtor of 
the an llu :a.fucee Board. 

I aa ladeed creatful. for the lnt.reat and good 
vbhee vhlOh you haTe expreesed fOI' thlt Ull4enatiD~1 -.a 
I ... ure you that neq eftori wlll be lla4e to realhe the 
obJeottYee of our OeYe~aeat in the eetabliebmeat of the 
Board. 

YollJ' offer of your peJ'a<Jnal. eel'Yicee or thoae of 
you office le greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Haw: Siak:tn.d, 
130 Weet 48nd Street, 
New Jon 18, Bev Yodc. 

• 

Ve't:f trul.T youe. 

(81czte4) 1.1. PUle 

J. w. ~ehle 
Acttac llecuttTe Plreotor 



l 

I< 

MAX SfSKINb­
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

130 WEST 42'!f> S.TREET 

NEW YORK IS~ N_.Y. 

CHICKERING 4-!;)444 

February 5, 1944 

Honorable John W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Office of Emere;ency Management 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

The writer was especially pleased to read 
in this morning's papers of your appointment to the 
post of Executive Director of the 'liar Refugee Board. 

I, for one, being familiar with your splen­
did accomplishments in getting the Foreign Fund Con­
trol of the Treasury Department under way, know there 
is no question but that the War Refugee Board will 
have the same success. 

If there is any way in which I can be of 
assistance in your new undertaking, please do not 
hesitate to call upon me or the services of this of­fice. 

am, With congratulations and best wishes, I 

Sincerely yours, 

Max Siskind 
lfJs/Rc 



In reply please 
refer to: 39 

Dear Mr. Spiegler! 

FEB 10 1944 

Thank rou for your letter of Februar,v 7, 1944, 
concerning my appointaent as Acting llxeouttn Direot.or of 
the new War Refugee Board. 

I 811 indeed CJ"e&tful tor the interest and good 
wiahee which you have expressed for this undertaking, and 
I assure you that every effort will be made to realise the 
obJectives of our Government in the eatabllebment of the 
Board. 

Your offer of your personal aeetetanoe:and that 
of your organization le sreatly appreciated. 

Mr. Louia E. Spiegler, 

' Hebrew Sheltering and 
lamigrant Aid Society, 

1317 F Street, N.W., 
Waahlngton, D. c. 

Very tl'tll7 yours, 

(81gne4) J.w. Pehle 

J. w. Peble 
Acting ixecutlve Director 



1317 F Street7.N. W. 

Washington;'!>. C. 

NAtional 6120 

Lams E. SPIEGLER 

Counsel 

ABBARAM ROCKMORE 

Assistant Coun.sel 

ISIDORE l!ERSHFIELD 

Counsel Emeritus 

NATIONAL 

OFFICE 

425 Lafayette Street 

New York, N. Y. 

..... 7. 

HfBRfUJ SHH TfHin6 RflD 

l{r. John ii. Pehle, Director 
.iar Refugee Board 
Nashington, D. C. 

I was very happy to learn of your appoint­
ment as Director of the War Refugee Board and 
hasten to extend to you my congratulations and 
best wishes for a successful administration of 
its affairs. The rescue job which the War 
Refugee Board is undertaking involves the lives 
of countless nurr.bers of people in imminent 
danger of extermination. I have an abiding con­
fidence that under your energetic and consider­
ate direction much will be accoflplished. 

I want to reiterate what is already known 
to you - that the resources and personnel of 
HL;S, here and abroad, are at your disposal. 
If there is any service which I can render per­
sonally, please do not hesitate to call upon me 
lit any time . 

;.yi th every good wish, 

,.-. 
( 



In reply plean 
tefer to 38 

Dear Mr. Aaofaq; 

·- . FEB 10 1944 

'1'hani: you tor your letter of l'ebi'UaiD' 6, 1944, 
concerning 11,1 appalntaent a.e AGUng lb:eoutln Director of 
the new War Refugee .Board. 

1 8111 indeed greaU'ul for the interest and good 
wishes which you have expreeaed for this undertaking, and 
I assure you that ever,r effort will be made to realise the 
obJectives of our Government in the establlehaent ot the 
Board. 

Your offer of the aeslstance of your organization 
ls greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Isaac L. Aeotsky, 
~eoutive Director, 
Hebrew Sheltering and 

Immigrant Md Society, 

New York 3, lev York. 

(Signed) J.W. Pehle 

J. w. Peble 
Acting ixeeutive Director 

"!-

t'··· 

" 
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___ Mr .• Fox 

__ Mr. Hoffman 
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. :·-.. n'fi~ -~-_:· __ 
J . :W _- PEHLE 

DIRECTOR, FOR~'IGN' FIJNDS ·_coNT.ROL 
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BREW SHELTkttiNG and 
IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETY ___ -----..;...............,;,~...;,...;.i-~-· 

OFFICERS 

President 
Abraham Herman 

Vice-Presidents -
Jacob Massel 
Albert Rosenblatt 
Samuel A. Telsey 
Solomon Dingo! 
Samuel Kalesky 
Frederic R. Mann 
Abraham Minkus 
Julius Shafer 
Harry K. Wollf 

Treasurer 
Harry Fischel 

Associate Treasurer 
Nathan Schoenfeld 

Honorary Secretary 
Samuel Goldstein 

ExecuHve Director 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Morris Asofsky 
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Edward M. Benton 
Dr. James Bernstein 
John L. Bernstein 
Rabbi A. D. Burack 
Marvin Canter 
Elias A. Cohen 
Solomon Dingol 
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Han. Jonah J, Goldstein 
Samuel Goldstein 
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Reuben Guskin 
Adolph Held 
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Harry G. Herman 
Alexander Kahn 
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Dr. Elihu Kalz 
Harry Lang 
Joseph Pulvermacher 
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David Pinski 
Albert Rosenblatt 
Joseph Schlossberg 
Nathan Schoenfeld 
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Benjamin J. Weinberg 
Dr. Harold M. Weinberg 
Morris Weinberg 
S. J. Weinstein 

Women's Division 
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--

Overseas Central Office: IDAS-ICA EMIGRATION ASS'N .(IDCEM). ( 
Lisbon, Portugal 

February 6th, 1944 

Mr. John W. Pehle, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear ]·,!r. Pehle: 

I was im..--uensely pleased to read in the 
press of your appointment as executive di­
rector of the War Refugee Board. 

May I, for myself, and in behalf of the 
Board of Directors of HIAS congratulate you 
on your appointment and to wish you the full­
est measure of success in your endeavors to 
aid in the rescue of the persecuted from Nazidom. 

With repeated assurances of our sincere 
desire to be helpful tQ you in this great hu­
manitarian effort, I am, 

yours, ./7 

A:F 

•If 



______ :~--~· 

FEB 9 1944 

Gentlemen: 

I haw received ;your telegram concerning 

1q appoin~nt as Acting Executive Director ot the 

War Refugee Board. l sincerely approoiate your. wU 

wishes and your offer ot support lind assistance. 

Very trul;y yours, 

{Signed) J.w. Pohle 

J. w. Pehle 
Acting Exeoutiva Director 

¥esars. Ial'ael Goldstein,. 
Henry Uonaky,. Stephen a_. If!~, 

Interila Committee, 

FHodel~hA 2/S/44 



~EB 9 t94A 

I have received your telegram concerning 

rq appoUtment as Acting Executive Director ~ thl 

War Refugee Board. I sincerely appreciate your '1'1'811 

1fi.Bhea and your Offer of support and aas1etance. 

{S1gnac'l} J.IV" PBhle 

J. w. Eehle 
Acting Bxecu\1~ Director 

JJiean. Herman Shulman and 
Irving lflller 1 

COIIIIIlseion on Rescue, 
AJDancan Jewish Conference, 



•/j. _! 

1944 FEB 7 1-u'il 10 13 

1<2 VIA HU 

NEVI YORK NY FEB 5 604P 

JOHN 11I PEH LE I;JAR REFUGEE BOARD 

(•JE l•JARHLY HELCOME YOUR APPOINH-1ENT AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

OF THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD. YOURS IS A TASK OF HUMANITY AND 

HE ARE CONFIDENT THAT YOUR ABILITY AND DEVOTION TO THIS 

WORK, SO WELL DEMONSTRATED IN YOUR COOPERATION IN THE PAST 

lHLL RESTORE THE HOPE FOR LIFE TO COUNTLESS THOUSANSXXX THOUSANDS ON 

THE fJAZI DEATH LIST AND WILL MAKE POSSIBLE THE IMt1EDIATE 

RESCUE OF THOSE vJHO CAN BE SAVED. ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN 710J.875X-91 

JDIISH CONFEHENCE, \•JE. OFFER YOU EVERY NESURE OF SUPPORT 

ISREAEt GOLDSTEIN HENRY MONSKY AND STEPHEN S ~liSE COCHAIRMEN 

INTERIM COMMITTEE HERMAN SULMAN AND IRVING 

MILLER FOR THE CO~!NISSION ON RESCUE 

FEB 7 95lJA 

" 



FE:B 9 

Dear ~. Bergson: 

I have received your telegram concerning 

'. my appointment as Acting ~ecutive DireotOl" of the 

War Refugee Board. I sincerely appreciate yourwel~ 

wishes and your offer ot support and ass18tance, 

Vory truly yours, 

(Signed) J. W. Pahle 

J, w. Pohle 
t' Acting EXecutive ll1.reotor 

Ur'. Peter H. Bergson, 
Co-Chairwm, 
S.rgenoy Committee to Save the 
Jmeb PeOple ot Europe, 

2317 lStb Street, N. W, 
IVIlLI:liii~Ilg~'f.IIIJ Do Co 

FHodelshd 2/S/44 

" 

- --~~:.~ 
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K1 v/ASHINGTON DC FEB 5 1043A 1944 '·'~Y 

. JOHN ';/ PEHLE 
~944 FEB 5 t;M II I 3 

ACTING DIRECTOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD TREASURY 

__ ,..- ~ 

~LLloo Allttt.A.rr' 
1'0: Mail & Fili 
ANS • ......... ;-;_ ........... . 

llO ANS. Ri!Q~ ..... ; .. 
INITIAL ............ ~ ... 

DE pfJA'll.~.~ ... ---· .. •• 

viE \vELCO!,!E YOUR APPOHlnlENT YOU NO\•J HEAD CIVILIZATIONS BATTLE 

AGAINST rlASSACRE ONLY HITH ALL YOUR COURAGE H1AGHlATION AND DAUNTLESS 

ENERGY \:JILL YOU BE ABLE TO CARRY OUT YOUR MOMENTOUS UNDERTAKING 

IT IS AN HISTORIC TASK YOU HAVE OUR WHOLE HEARTED COOPERATION WE 

PRAY THAT GOD BLESS YOUR ENDEAVORS 

PETER H BERGSON COCHAIRNAN ENERGENCY CO~lMITTEE TO SAVE THE JEWISH 

PEOPLE OF EURO~E 

1057A 

.. 

'; 



Dear Mr. Heldt 

I have rt~oe1ved your tele@ru concel'tling 

1fT appointment as Aet1ng Executive Director Gi: the 

war Refugee Board. I sincerely apPreciate ybUr 11811 

m.shes and ;your offer o£ support and ~sistance. 

Very trUly yours• 

(Sie:nod)J.W. Pehle 

J. w. P.ehle 
Acting EKecutive ntreotor 

l.tt'. Adolph Hsl4, 
Chairman, 
Jewieh Labor Committee, 

y. 

FHodelahd 2/S/ 44 
. ·;::'). 

. c;•. '=-



PXX JLC NE\oJYORK NY 1118A FEB 

l.J PEHLE TRSY DEPT NAIN TREASURY BLDG 

ON BEHALF OF THE FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND JElHSWTRADE 

IN THE UNITED STATES AFFILIATED WITH THE JEWISH LABOR C0t1!1ITTEE 

END THE ANTINAZI LABOR UNDERGROUND IN EUROPE 

vJHO!·l ~·TE HAVE BEEN HELPING FOR THE PAST DECADE AND tviTH lVH0!1 

l·JE MAINTAIN UNINTERRUPTED CONTACT ~JE CONGRATULATE YOU ON ·YOUR 

APPOINTMENT AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

!1AY THIS GREAT EFFORT OF YOURS BE CRO\VNED 1-JITH SUCCESS loJE 

ON OUR PART PLEDGE YOU OUR<CONPLETE SUPPORT 
7103 875X-91 

ADOLPH HELD CHAIR~1EN JE\oJISH LABOR COMMITTEE 

1252P 





---

FEB 211945 

Dear Mr. Helds 

Thank you for your letter of February 15, 1945, 

concerning ~ appointment as Executive Director of the 

War Refugee Board. 

Your good wishes and your offer of assistance 

are indeed appreciated. 

'.\r. Jl,dolph Held, Chairman, 
Jewish Labor Committee, 
175 East Drc•Rd\'IElV 

W' EBTowler:inp 2/20/45 

Sincerely yours, 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 



ADoLPH HELD, Chairman 
JOSEPH BASKIN, Secretary 
DAVID DUBINSKY, Treasltrer 
jACOB PAT, Executive SecretdrJ 
N. CHANIN, Chairman1 

0 ffice Committee 

Vice-Chairmen 

J. BRESLAW 
N.CHANIN 
M. COHEN 
I. FEINBERG 
B. GEBINER 
I. H. GoLDBERG 
P. L. GoLDMAN 
R. GUSKlN 
]. HoCHMAN 
L. HoLLA...N'DBR 

E. }ESHURIN 
B. KAPLAN 
M. KUD!SH 

A. MLLLBR 
I. MINKOFF 
N. M. MiNKOFF 
I. NAGLER 

}. S. POTOFSKY 
S. RIFKIN 
}. ROBERTS 
}. SCHLOSSBERG 
s. SHORB 
]. WEINBERG 
M. WEINSTEIN 
M. ZiuuTSKY 
CH. ZIMMERMAN 

L. ARKIN, Boston 
H. BERGER, Philadelphia 
J. BERNSTEIN, Detroit 
M. BIALJS, Chicago 
J. BLUME, Boston 
S. CAPLAN, Baltimore 
B. COHEN, St. Louis 
A. W. KATOVSKY, Cleveland 
A. 
]. LEVITT, Los Angeles 
L. LBVY, Los Angeles 
T. MEISEL, Mexico 
S. 0SHRY, f>ittsburgh 
M. RUBINSTEIN, ~{ontreal 

B. SHANE, Montreal 
J. SIEGEL, Chicago 
H. TuRK, Baltimore 
J. WEISBERG, Cleveland 

afoe/23076 
jg:cbb 

/ 

Jewish 

~··· 

February 15, 1945 

Judge William O'Dwyer, Executive Dir. 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

On behalf of the Jewish Labor Committee 
and its affiliated groups and organizations, including. 
t~e International Lad1es 1 Garment Workers' Union, the 
Un1~ed Ha~~ers, Cap & Millinery Workers Union, the 
United Hebrew Trades, the Workmen's Circle, and others, 
comprising an aggregate membership of one half million 
people, we wish "to ex"tenu "tO you ow• g.ongra"tula"tions 
and well-wishes upon your appointment~and assumption 
of the directorship of the War Refugee Board, 

The Jewish Labor Committee has, throughout 
the existence or ~ne War Refugee Board -...been in 
regular connection with it, and worked very closely to 
assist the rescue of as many vic"tims under "tne heel or 
Nazisw as possible, We are happy to note that at all 
times we have received the full cooperation from your 
predecessor, John w. Pehle, as well as the enpire s"taff, 

Although many of the countries have already 
been liberated from Nazi bondage, linere are s~il.l some 
lands under the heel of Hitlerism, with many of the 
survivors looking for an escape or a temporary haven in 
the democratic countries. The ob of ~>he war Refugee 

The tasks ahead us are still 
body which you are fortuna"te in neadlu!'> can, in tne 
ruture

1 
be of great service to the cause of humanitarian­

ism an<t freedom. 

As heretofore, our organization will be most 
happy to exliend assi sl>~:mce lio you in any way possible, 
and will be in touch With your office when the occasion 
arises •. 

~r 
CHAIRMAN 

Sincerely yours, · 
JEWISH LABOR COMMI'l"l'I£E 

~ JJpjv;~o/' 
.uavid Dutfinsky~ V 
TREASURER 
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Dear_Mr~ Riegelmana 

Thank you for your letter of Febru.a:ey 91 1945, concel'n• 

illg my appointmont as Executive Director of the War Refugee Boart\. 

It is indeed a field ot impc~rtant work in which I am 

privileged to serve, and your good wishes in "1 new undertaking 

are deeply appreciated. 

Mr. Charles A. Riegelman, 
President, 
National Refugee Service, 
139 Centre Street, 
New York 131 New York. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) William 0'Dwyej 

William OIDwyer 
~ecutive Director 

/~tfT' NRBHutchison:inp 2/14;
45 

" 

. "; ~-

). i 
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OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

William Rosenwald 
Honorary Presid,nl 

Joseph P. Chamberlain 
Chairman of the Board 

Charles A. Riagelman 
President 

139 CENTRE STREET 
NEW.YORK 13, N. -f.~ 

February 9, 1945 

I 
Brig. General William 

Alexander s. Keller War Refugee Board 
Chairman of Executive Commillee 

1 
h , to 

5 
C 

0 1 Dwyer, Executive Director 

I. Edwin Goldwo.,er Was :lng n 2 ' D. • 
Mrs. Wglfer A. Hirsch 
Gustave H. Kann 
Daniel E. Koshland 
David H. Sulzberger 
Paul Felix Warburg 
David M. Watchmaker 
Henry Wineman 
Morris Wolf 

Vice Presidents 

Rithard S. Goldman 
Treo1urer 

Stanley M. Isaacs 
Secretary 

Eugene L. Ach 
Alexander E. Arnstein 
Walter H. Bieringer 
Herman W. Block 
Monroe Goldwater 
Harry Greenstein 
William Haber 
Adolph Held 
Joseph C. Hyman 
Carlos _L. lsraels 
Mrs. Henry lllleson 
Stanley J. Kann 
Milton W. King 
Theodore Levin 
Mn. David M. Levy 
Clarence E. Plc:keH 
Edwin Rosenberg 
Wollgang S. Schwobocher 
Leon C. Sunsteln 
Louis S. Weiss 
Jonah B. Wise 

Execvllve Committee 

Joseph E. Beck 
Executive Dlredor 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

The Officers and Executive Committee of the 
National Refugee Service join me in extending heartiest 
congratu~ations to you on your appointment as Executive 
Director of the War Refugee Board. 

The Naticnal Refugee Service has enjoyed 
splendid cooperative relationships with the War Refugee 
Board since its formation in January 1944. When President 
Roosevelt created the War Refugee Board, I .offered the full 
cooperation of the National Refugee Service in the task of 
rescuing and aiding victims of Nazi and fascist persecution. 
I expressed these sentiments on behalf not only of the 
National Refugee Service, but of more than 900 communities 
in the United States with whose association our work is 
conducted. From time to time, we have been privileged to 
aid the War Refugee Board in its highly significant efforts. 
At the present time, as you may know, the National Refugee 
Service is actively engaged in a program of supplemental 
aid to the refugees in the ~rgency Refugee Shelter at 
Fort Ontario, in Oswego, New York. 

We are gratified that a man of your vision and 
strength of purpose has seen fit to bring these ever im­
portant qualifications to a position of such grave significance,· 

Very truly yours, 

Charles A. Riegelmanc, President 
National Refugee Service 

A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID IN AMERICA 
War Relic£ Control Board Reg, No. 570 

-...r 



A:berl Abrahamson, Brunswick, Me._ 
Beniamin Abrams, New York 
Eug<"'ne L Ach, Cincinnati 
Mortimer A;::ller, Rochesler 
lester D. Alexander, Tofedo 
Charles Allen, Jr., New· York 
Sidne-y l. -Altschuler, Kcrnsos City, Mo. 
P.!bert Andr:esse, New York 
Day J. Apte, Tampa 
Alexander E. Arnstein, New York 
Mrs. !-~ox Ascoli, New Yodc 

Paul Baerw•:IId, N~w York 
!!:Jrnr:y Balaban, New York 

William H. Baldwin, New York 
Edgr., S. Bomberger, :Cos~ Orang&, N. J. 
Milton Baruch, l.os Angeles 
J..',or.·is \'1. B~rinstein, Syracuse 
G,_.~~,.,.J"" '-'- 8ernF. Nt>w York 
Joseph M. Berni!, Clevebn~ 

Mrs. Richard J. 8err.hcrd. New York 
David e~r~lste:n, New York 
[,-...-;., !l~t•r1ann, Sl_ Lo•.Jis 

Wcll<>r H. 2ie-r;n~er, f!oslm1 

Jc.:r.c~ B·'li\.-cpf, Philcdd~hia 

l::~v:s $_ Bing, Jr .. Cle,·efond 
h:r<=~b B'a~.;~le:n. 3allir>Jare 

Herm::~r- VI 5hc~. New Yo·k 

N.:1x. H Blcr'.-, S'!'altle 
[r:n• ? P.-;r,~, New Yo•!.: 

"A!-ner ~•er_::man, New York 

~ Al~l< ::mdc>r Br"-"~1, Jockl::mville 
t.ri 1

PJr Brin. Minneapo/il 
lh~_ louis Brcido, New York 

Ma•k Bnmswid., New York 
John $_ B·_or~e. New Y crk 
frnd 1.' 8 !..-d. Dc-lroif 

Jc~!wo !!. Cchn, New York 
~\doli" C:.dfrr.a.~. r:ew York 
D. A J('ss•_•ct..n Ca•dozo, New YOrk 
S(lm'.J.,-1 McCr~o. Covert, New York 
Jov•ph P. Chcm!:.erloin, New York 
f-:!,_-rbNt l. CohEn, Bridgeport 
Samuel R. Cohn, Newark 
Hugo r);:,lsh>:!im~r, f.olfir~wre 
Arr.r,~ S. U<!intw·l, JAinne:-"?o/is 
Dcvid Di~mond, Buffalo 
Arthur 0. Dietz, Nf"!w York 
Go;stc.·,e A F.!"ro·fms.on, /n:lior.opoli• 

Mrs. Mi']uel G. Elias, New York 
Arth•.JT M. :....,;J~tein, Porll.:md, Ore. 
Mr5. Sydn~y B. Erlanger, New York 
A;f,!'d I ':!.berOJ, San Francisco 

Mrs. 1.\>aon S. Folk, Jr., WO!>hington, D. C. 
llr •. VO.:tor 'V-1. Filler, Brooklyn 
louis f;nl-;"'!stein, New York 
frf"!derir:k V. fisher, Soallle 
Arthur Fluegelmon, New York 
Phillip Formcn, Trenton 
Joh:-~ }I._ Fronk, Chicago 

Benion1in frankel, Fairfield, Ill. 
Et>genc H. Freodheim, Cleveland 
Max A. Freschl, hlifwaukee 
leopold Friedman, New York 

Mrs. Norman S. Goelz, New York 
Samuel Goldhumer, Cleveland 
Mrs. Maurice L ~ldman, Scrn Francluo 
Rich~rd S. Goldman, New York 
Sidnoy M. Goldmann, Tronlon 
~samuel A. Goldsmith, CMcago 
I. Edwin GoldWasser, New York 
Monroe Gjtdwa!cr, New York 
D. Som.Jel Gottesman, New York 

•rrving G~aef, New York 
Harry Groensloin, Washino:;/on, D . ... 
Joel Gross, Newark 

William 1-lober, Vlashinl]lan. D. C. 
Morr:~ W. t-laft, New York 
A-::lolph Held, New York 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Albert H. Hefler, Jr., St. f'aul 
Henry S. He.ndricks, New_ Yol-k 
Maurice B. Hexfer, New Yo~k 
David M. Heyman, New York 
Hermon HGyman, Allanta 
Mrs~ Howcrd Heymgn, Hou~lon 
Walter S. Hilborn: Los .AngC/es 

• Max Hirsch, Cincinr~oli 

Max S. Hir!lch, Pori/and, Ore. 
1-Ms. Walter A. Hirsch, New York 
Julius Hochman, Naw- York 
Sidney Hollander, Baltimore 

•-Wilfred C. Hulse, New Ycrk 
H. J-:~seph Hymen, lndianapcli• 
Jo~e1=h C. B}·m::m. New York 
Sfcnley M. lsoccs, New York 
Carlos Lindner lsrae!s, New York 
N.rs. Henry lttles-:~n, New York 
Henry S. Jacobt•s, Dallas 
Alvin S. Jchno;on, New York 
Alb~rt M. Ka~10, New York 
_Mrs. Ely Jocques Kahn, New York 
!rvin9 K,;::rte, Cleveland 
Gtslnvc H. Kann, P;ttsburgh 

~~~:~e~· ~~-p~=~:\:~~;~;;:j~co 
M::.urice J. Karpf, Los Angefes 

ECwcrd H. Kov;nokJ·, f.uffalo 
Alexander S. K~ller, /-!;;Jrfford 

~s. Marshall Kem~ner, New York 
Me:er Kes~nb~um, Chicago 
Milton W. King, Woshirtgfon, D. C. 
Fronk Kingdon, New York 
ios.:-ph J. Klein, New York 

George F. Kahn, Philadelphia 
Joseph Kolodny, New York 

Doni£>1 C. Kcshlcnd, Son Francisco 
/.hrol1om landau, New York 
Albt;rl D. Lasker, New York 

/.brris S. lozcr:Jn, Boffimore 
Ro~er! Lazc~us, Columbus 
S. Ralph L:n.rus, lawrence, l.. I. 
Raymond E. lee, St. Paul 
Theodore levin, DotrOif 

Mrs. David M. levy, New York 
Irving levy, 51. Paul 
Read lewis, New York 
Charles J. Liebman, New York 
Joshuo L L!Hbm~;,, Boston 

'"Richard P. ti.mburg, New York 
A'.ax livingston, New Haven 
le~ler F. lobe, Son Francisco 
~kmilton M. loeb, ChicagO 
Howard A. loeb, Philadelphia 
lsidor loeb, St. l.ouis 

Joseph P. loeb, Lo;~s Angeles 
Joleph H. looht6n, New York 
Arthur M. Lowenthal, Rochester 
Sidney B . .Y,oisel, BvHolo 
Arthur l. Molkenson, Ne-w York 
~Leonard M. Mosius, New York 
A. Wilfred May, New York 
Harold S. Moyer, Now Orleans 
Rober! H. Mayer, St. Louis 
James G. McDonald, Brooklyn 
George Z. Mcdolic, New York 

Robert J. Misch, New York 
Henry Monsky, Omaha 
Charles W. Morris, l.o11isvil/e 
Paul Muni, Hollywood 
louis S. Myers, Kansas City, Mo. 

William A. Neilson, Folh Village, Conn, 
•Eugene Oberdorfor, Atlanta 
Max Ogust, New York 

~Jerome K. Ohrbach, Ncrw York 

George Oppenheimer, Kansas City, Mo. 
Kurt Peiser, Philadelphia 
Joy Phillips, Minneapolis 
Clarence E. Pickett, Philadelphia 
David de Sola Pool, New York 
Mrs. Edward Popp!!r, Now York 
JacobS. Potofsky, Now York 

'NOW SERVING IN THE AP.MED FORCES OF THE _UNITED SrATES 

Rosenblumr_Nf:w York 
William' ROsenWc;~ld,:qr:eenwich1·Conn. 
Morris Rothe~ber.j, NeW. :y_o;k oc • -

Baroness Edouord de P.othschlid
6 

New YOrk 
Simon Sakowitz, llousfon 

llewellyn Sale, St. louis-
Edgar Solinger, N9-w York 
Harry J. Sapper, Oakland 
Edwin J. Schanfa;ber, C"olilmbui 
Aaron- Scheinfeld, _Milwaukee _ 
ludwig Schiff, l.os An9ales 
Samuel S. Schneierson, New York 
Ira_ A. Schur, New York 

Jacob W. Scrywob, New York 

Wolfgang S. Schwabacher, New York 
Ulysses S. Scl:!wartz, Chicago 
Ben .'.\. Selekmcn, Basion 
Eustoce Seligmort, New York 

William J, Shrader, Cincinnati 
Maurice J. Sicrvers, Cincinnati 
Jcseph S. SilSe.r, Cleveland 
Ben D. Silv!lr, Omaha 
Richerd l. S_l~ss, Son Francisco 
lsidora Sobeloff, New York 
Abraham Srere, Detroit 
Millon Stotr. Nos/1vif/a 
Fred M. Sl!lin, Nr!vt York 
No:hc:n M. Stein, Atihvaukee 

..l_e!.se H. Steinhart, Son Francisco 
Edger 3. Stern. New Orleans 
Alwin G. Stiaglifz, White Plains­
Hugh Grant Sllaus, Brooklyn 

Mrs. Nathan Straus, While Plains 
"lewis l. Strauss, New York 

Myor Strauss, Ballimora 
Alcm M. S!roock, New York 
Charles S'r;;ll, l.ouisvil/o 

Ar:hur Hays Si..Jzberger, New York 
David H. Su/;::berger, Now York 
Frank l. Sulzberger, Cl:icogo 

leon C. Sunstein, Fhilodelphia 
M~uri~e Taylor, Pittsburgh 
Sidney S. Tedesche, Brooklyn 
Sidney Teiser, Porlfand, Ore. 

Mor!on G. Thalhim2r, Richmond 
William B. Thcilhimer, Richmond 
Jcrome I. Udell, New York 
Harry Uvi:ler, New York 

Elkan C. Voorsarlger, J..1ilwaukee 
F. Frank Vorenberg,-Boston 
Abe D. Walciouer, Memphis 
~Edward M. M. Warburg, N~-w York" 
•Eric M. \Verburg, New York . 
*Paul Felix Warburg, New York 
Geotge l. Warren, New York· 
David M. Watchmaker, B~sl~n 
Albert C. Woihl, Cincinnati 
Fronk L Weil, Now York 

louis S. Weiss, New York 
Mrs. Joseph N,. Welt, Detroit 
Maurice Wertheim, New York 
James l. White, Salt Lake Cit}­
Ciorence K. Whitohill, New York 
Mrs. Joseph Wilkoff, Youngstown 
Joseph Willen, New York 
Max Wilner, Now York 
Henry Wineman, Detroit 
,\\oses \Vinkelslein, Syracuse 
Ethel H. Wise, Now York 
Jo'M111 B. Wise, New York 
S"c'PM,el Wolchock, New York 
Morris Wolf, Philadclpllia 
Ralph Wolf, New York 
Harry -Zeitz, BrcoHyn 



Dear Maldwin: 

Thank 7ou tor 70Ul' kind letter ot Januaey 30, 1945, 

concel'lling JP,Y reaent appointment ae Executin Director of 

the War Refugee BotJrd. 

It is 11ldeed a field of illpozotent work in Qich I 

am privileged to eerve, and 70Ul" good wiehee 1n my new Ullder­

taking are much appreciated. 

Mr. Maldwin Fertig, 
26 Liberty Street, 
lin York 5, New York. 

. :1 . 
{~:1 EBTowler:inp 2/2/45 

l'i'lllia• o•nw,.er 
Exeout1Ye Dbeotor 

" 



LAW OFFICES 
/ 

M. MALDWIN FERTIG 

January 30, 1945 

Genel' al William 0 1 Dwyer 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear General: 

Boardl 

iW\h 
new chapter 

" this time in 

Hail to the new chief of the War Refugee 

~e are all confident that you will add a 

in a long record of devot.ed public service, 

the field of direct humanitarian service. 

All good luck to you. 

Cordially, 

L
~ 

" 



F£8 7 1945 

Dear Mr. Swope 1 

'l'bank you nry 1111ch for JOil1' k1lld letter of 

JaDU&ry 29, 1945, eonoerniDI 1117 new appoiataeat. u bealltiYe 

Direetl)r of the liar RefUgee Board. 

The Board •s field of work is indeed GDe of great 

coneequenee, and I aa pleaaed to bave raa.r good wishes and 

your offer of aeaiatance in this 'Vital task. 

745 i'ittb A'f'nue, 

lift York 22, lift tork. 

Sincerely, 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Dil'..-

¢; .n~~ 1'. ~ EBTowbr :inp 2/2/45 ,. 

I. 



HERBERT B.;YAHD SWOPE 

(22) 

January 29, 1945 

My dec.r General:-

I congratulate you on the new appointment. It is 
orie which offers a wide field of usefulness along human­
itarian lines that are, I understand, ~absorbing interest 
to you. 1f 

I 
You follow a good man - John Pehle. He will tell 

you of my offer ;;o be of help to him in any way I can. 
That readiness is present just as much and, r,erhaps even 
more since we are fellow New Yorkers.· The Overseas News 
Agency, of which I am Chairman, too, will be glad to 
cooperate. 

Best wishes. 

War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. G 

O'Dwyer 

.. 

" 


