




ro The Executive Director 

FROM P. J. HcCormack 
I / 

Re Number of Persons Rescued Since the Establishment 
Refugee Board. 

I. Movements to Neutral and Allied Areas 

Roum~mie 

:Bulgaria 
to Turkey 
to Turkey 
To North Africa 

To Middle East 
To Palestine 

Italy 
Within 

to United States 
Yugoslavia 

To Switzerland 

Hungary to Roumania 
Occupied to liberated Slovakia 
Greece via Turkey to Middle East 
Transnistria to Roumania 
Spain to Portugal 
France to Spain 
Norway, Finland, and Baltic Areas 

to Sweden 
Yugoslavia to Italy 

6,527 
448 
906 
400 

45,000 
10,000 

9fi5 
4,840 
9,172 

2,000 
250 
900 

48,000 
1,532 
2,638 

4,770 
11,229 
14,000 

1,000 
555 
400 

(Fedhala) 
(PhiUipville) 

( Ft, Ontario) 

plus several thousand 
in early 1944 

Protective Documents in Hungary 
Latin American Passport Recogni tio.n 
Spanish Sephardic Recognition 
Portuguese Sephardic Recognition 
Restoration Turkish Citizenship 

--- ~-------------------~t~~~~----~------~--~~~~~~~~~~~------~~ 
Exchange (actual and/ or lot improved) 
United States Visas 

II,_ Situation in Liberated. Areas 

(See Attachments 1, 2, and 3.) 



~~~___C___Source:~rn's ~=~"-~.~~~~-:-=~~~~,-~c:~~.,-~=~~':;'·~tdf~;p~L'ii~s~li-4~SSt'¢2¢;;2~::ZQ2 
(Cable from 

to Nahum Goldman, 

150,000· 
27,000 

140,000 
2,000 

10,000 
160,000 
so,ooc 
70,0·)0 
oo,uco 
65,000 

450,000 
200,000 

55,000 
:.::20,000 

2,ooo,ooo 
4,509,000 

:to_stimated 
D&purtea, fl.illed, Starved ~ 

Frv.nce 
BelgiUm. 
Hollml(i 
Deruna.rk 
Ita.ly 
GET"'any 
n.ustria 

. ?rot.ector~te 
Slov&kia 
Yugoslaviu 
Hune:;o.ry . 
f(u;;;a.ni&. (Bukovina, Bessarabia)· 
Greece (mainly SaloniKa) 
Baltic ~tates 
Polc.nd 

* To t.::;.i.:o Hlu.st b~o c.c.deC. l,ooo,ooo (JJrob~bly more) killed in Eussia during 
G"nuu.n ocCUpLtiun oi Ukraine a.nci White RussiE .. 

II A. :t,stimateu Living 
(Exclusive of Concentn.tion Camps) 

120,000 
20,000 
15,000 
25,000 
15,000 
43,000 

J,OOO 

2,00\.) 
250,000 
3i.JO,OOO 

45,000 
12,000 
50,000 

9lO,QOO 

france 
Belgium 
Holland 
Italy 
Sweden-:< 
Sv>i ;:,., e r l&.nd** 
Sphin ana ?ortugal 

Czechoslovakia 
Hungary 
Eumania­
Bulgaria 
Greece 
Poland 

TOTAL 

II B. Labor and Concentration 
pamp Esti!nate 

36,000 
20,000 

200,000 

2561000 

Theresienstadt -
Bergen Belsen and 

simil~e.r camps 
Various labor camp13 in 

Poland, Silesia,' ' 
Germany and Austria 

TOTAL 

Total l!.stimated Living: 1,166,000 

* Including 5, 000 refut_;ees from Denmark· and Norv;ay 
-l<'k Including 26,000 refugee5 

tl 

! 

I 
l 

.l 
j 

I 
j 
~l 

~iJ 



• < 

.. 

Source: Ner·.' York Times 

Elio_hu Dobkin, Immi,;,r~.tion Department Heau, Jewish Agency, 
Je>'7s survive of !europe's 6,ooo,ooo pre-war popula.tion.- -

Oi tnt-se survivors-]00,000 are in uen;an control, and 900-,000 are in 
ccJ..lieci a.nd nem;r2.l territory. 

l're-v-c.r (17.39) t.st.imate Present Population J1stimate 

3bo,ouo 180,000 

9uO,t100 £~o11ID.C..nia 300,000 

Poll!nd 350,00(}>'1-

45,000 

Jreece 10,000 

Bel.::,ium 18,000 

Italy (liberated) 30,000 

Switzerland 27,000 ~·efugees 

Hun,;,_ry 100,000 

j,\iddle Ea.st 
(exclusive of Palestine)800,000 

Norway 

Denmark 

'~ Of ubove fi5ure 50,000 ttre in liberE.ted portions of Poland, _l'[hile 200,000 
are in Russia. 

*-A- !xcept for those resident in bweu.Em, balance arc in Theresienstadt. 

iHH< Iuem.· 

If• 



SaUTee: i'<l£w York 'ririles 2/171/iS 

, __ uotinr~ Dr. J cs. Schv:c:.rtz, JioC. 
·. . . 

.C:.-ot.imt-.-c.eo 500,000 of }-u.rope 1 s- (net includingRussia, bll.t 
controlle0. :t.urope) b, 000,000. J ey;:c; h&d escaped destruction 

l:."-c.imc,t;co l,uoo,ooo (sa;,1e sectore) -" 1,500,000>were left on 
c.,, follo<-'S: 

Pre-v.t..r ( l :(;';lj t·~.ticc.::t .. e 

340,CJOO 

3, 5.;J,uoo 

Goo,ooo 

58, JJO 

90,0c:o 

160,000 

F"rEnce 

Poland 
(Incomplete)-

Gt:.rmany 

~~~therlancis 

Czc c!:o:clovc kif_ 

11ustria 

Present 

170,000 

100,000 - 200,000 

Jilmost no German Jev1s left 

20,000 

;;:o .30,000 

10 15,000 

45 50,000* 

200 

* IEcl;,;_Cits 'ii'u:.:T€ siE nstc .. ut ~·ol-•ulc._tion iiic-.. ue U_t; Of'. JeVlS lrom· all or many 
cvn.l.lr .. entc.....L LU!"O_:._~Li-.il countries. 

, ... 
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I-. ~'[!J:0. ~:Y:?lJiJRE BOPJ:D_ ?<Ji~!DATE 

The "far :eefugee Board is charged v7.ith the oyerall responsibility of­
car!'yin;_i out tl~e yolicy of this Government to take-. all· measures: withiri> 
its ?o-.r~r to resc:ue the victims of enemy oppression who are in imndilent 
::<:m.~er o-:' cle.s.U and othervrise to affor~ such victims all possible re-. 
lief a.'ld assist.s.nce consistent with the successful prosecution of the 
wc..r .. 

i,. Th.o, ~s_=_e _ _E!::__:'-)_:':.':_~1<S o£__.:>?me_l_Oo,ooo to 500,o::;o Jrws ~;~till in Hazi­
occu)L:ci tsrri tory. T!-,ese jews are located in. c6ncentration camps, 
!a cor- CaJilps, or-nre in hi din;;. Several thonsnnd are kno1m to pos-' 
sess ad hoc Latin American passports and almost 5,000 are entitled, 
1
cc:cause of rsl tionship to H. S. citizens or u. S. residents, to 

non-quota or preference quota U. 3. inunigrc.tion visas. 

B. :?dtzerland is the _:1rincipal place from which these activities may 
now t,;Jce _:::>le.ce, p,,nding projects in Switzerland are as follows: 

\ 
1. Secret ne~:.:ot~_2.tj ons hejng conducted by Saly Mayer, a Swiss J 8\f, 

with t.he Gestapo for t!'le liv9s of the Jews remaining in Nazi­
controlled ><:urope. 

2. Small scale rescue operations conductedby the representatives 
oi .:ourteen private Arr.erican reliRf organizations. under U, s. 
~asur~y ,lice,-,:oes and U!1c'.er tbe guidance and supervision of 
l~cGlelland. 

3. ;•;vc>.cuation of refugees i'rcm Switzerland in .or.der._ to facilitate 
the entry oi' more refue;ees into Switzerland. 

---- ------------------L-'1.LU'&=lli__iillilLLL._W!;ill__Jill_.0l:L[...lLU.!;<LL.im.u_~lilli-=~Lilll..JL!;l_J.!l.i'tL.£~~-~~~___,---~ 
quested that 1672 Hungarian Jews who arrived in Swi tzedand 
in August and December, 194-Li, be evacuated from Switzerland 
as soon &s possible, Je are Jlo>r working out the details of 

2. As e11.rly a:o J,:arch 1941,, this Government assured the. s\viss · · 
that we would arrange for maintenance and find hav(lns for 

this evacuation with the _War Department· an:J- UNRRA. · 

h. Should the flow of refugees. from Germany into Switzerland 
become substantial, the .S'wiss .Government may request both 
supplies and assistance jB removing numbers of refugees from 
Switz.erlMd, If such a request is made by Sil'itzerland, we 
would be faced vri th the following problems: 

(i) Cletting supplio.CJ into SwitzGrland; 

., 
" 
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( _ii)- iirrc..."'l-gine; wi. th -the 
traEsportc.tion out 

a. ~~deq:.~ate directives from Washington 
cor:-<ll;anders must be issued on this; 

(ii-=L) Arrant;ing with the krwy and L'riETIA for screening, re­
ceCJtion ':L'l .~ !;;aintenance of -refugees in camps in Italy_-
or Philippeville 

A._;J_.:r~J:~riate iaetru .. -.;tlons t:ust be issued- by 
-_-:.schin ... ~on to the --fi~ld; 

'-'• Su)~_:lics 2~.i _?2rsonr!el 1rmst be arranged_ for . 

.:;, J,ssimilation of Jew~t_cJ__2I'iso~?f ':ar status. Repeated attempts 
by this Government to ha-,.-e the Germans recognize Jews as entitled 
to the privileges and protection of the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention h<..-ie c.:een uno.vailing to dat.c. Since such assimilation 
t'J i·,he stat·c~s of prisoners of Ymr would [irant both -protection a>J.d 
relief in th.s ic;'~n cf prisoner of war .fc.~.>.:l parcels, ou.r._ -effort~ -to 
attain tr;is -.:;x~ sr.ould continue. Short of rec.ching this maximWli 
i::rotsction, v;e -~re continujng to rw-sae the measures outlined in 
5 and 6 belov1 designed t.o brin;; som8 protection and speciel ~':;lief, 

;, . Prctecti ve l<Basures :~esi;;ned tc Gave Lives >lhile Inside Enemy 
·~erritc.r j. 

a. :Q.:chaL;;e.- Ac the result o:· the Board 1 s efforts, the following 
cate:;orles of Je;·:s a.re reco,;;nized as exchangeable and t·he Ger­
mans tave been ~o notified: 

( i) Ad hoc Latin A.rr;eri caYJ passport holders; 

(ii) Close rel<:-tives of 1'merican citizens or residents 
who c.re or preference quota 

< TJ. s. 

b. increocsinr; Svrlss diplomectic ;;.r:d Intercros.s personneL The 
mere presence of such-neutral observers serves to protect 
the internees, 

6, War Hefui?ee Soo.rd feedinc; progr~nns. 

a. Switzerland is the center for all activities concerning .the 
d8livery of the :lar :i.efugee Board food parcels sent from the 
United States via Arrmrican Red Cross shipping facilities to-
the International Red Cross for dis_tr.ibution to persons in .

1 concentration camps in German-octlupied areas. About 25D,OOO #> 

tl 
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b. 

o~ these packages are pow 

Becouse of' transportc:tion difficUlties in G~nit~ny, ccll'r;i.def..:,ec 
ation is ;,oy; 'Jein.; given to the acquisitici:t o:f 5 to ?.trucks'· 
to be used solely for the delivery of these packe.;es and :in 
oraer to c;et ,;;ore International Red Cross personnel-into the 
Js1deL conf'<:mtrations. 

7. F sych0logical Pr"lssures. ;'!ith the cooperation of C. W.I., efforts 
·.:.re cont.inuall;i beir:.b ii1.aJe to in~press on the 1}erma1:; people ~the de.;..·· 
~;:ir;.,bility o.':' ceac:in;; tc :!;-::terminc.te the Jews and other persecuted 
Jd.nGri.ties. At thP. fl'"'s•;nt timP., this pressure is. be in,', directed 
t·o t'·.c lbw-'l8v8l car.:p co;!mianders, in view of the pre.<Jetlt :indlca"'­
tion t' c.t CaL)J conauanders ahci ether isolated groups are becoming 
incl·-:c.:; -~r:;:,:i.,/· iE~er;:;nrlerft. 

2. :cL til.:.:1aticn ..::: ::'8t2CUe o:Jer2tions from Norvray- urtder Olsen 1 s 
,j_r•;ctic~:. l5CO a :.:onth arenov; being brought to Sweden by 

tue. t C:-lli acrt~ss th~ 1. orYi8€;i.?."1 forests. 

( j) c'ood. )cccKages for irunates at 3ergen Belsen; 

( :i.i) Food packo; ges ::or needy victims still in N orvray. 

~. London. -·-'cJ.;o.tion.s vlith the British, and in particular problems 
concernint, i1c.vens and Pc.lestine certificates, are beinc; handled 
by ti'e'Hoard's representc,tive in LonG.on; · 

D. ';rner;::'lilc;, :iefucee Shelter at Oswego. Tl'e War· itefugP.e Board has overall 
respensibility for the Shelter where approximately 1,000 refugees are 
--eing 'Td.ntained. The oroblem of J.ic:uidution of 'the camp may be 
e-xpect-3d to arioe in u .. ~ nea.r fubtue, 

E •. 3.efugees in Shanghai 

C) 
l. Helease o:!' 500 !tebbis and students on ecclesiastical basis. 

Vatican :,elp to cJe solicited. 

2. :(alief to ·u:,JIJO Jewish and stateleEs refugees in Shanghai. T'nrough 
i'far ;Lefugee rloa.rd interv9ntion and under program developed by the 
Board, funds a.re being remitted reguiarly from·the United"States 
via Switzerland for the relief of these people. 
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2 :3v p.m01 January 31, 191±5 

c::::. Y L',Yi::n.: l fu'!l. just stai'ting in here on this job, and I 

t:·wu,_:ht it misht be nice if I could meet the 

laC.ies ana ;;;entleJlen of the press so that we 

cnl;;ht bec:in by knowin; one another. Of course, 

the;:•e isn't too .much a. tout the work of the 

·.,ar ~·.et.u,;;ee Boarc that I can tell you, but from 

~hat l see, a ma~nificent job has been done. 

~here is a lot of Dork still to be.done. The 

staff here seems to be well·bn its toes.~· 

:;,· job be..;inninc today is· to learn the details 

ana find out what the· oruer•s ar·e and, what ·ther·e 

is to be do11e ana got into .it as ~Mn a's I can. 

J also tLou,)it, l'.hile 1 couldn't answe1• any 
. . 

quE;stions ~f any cons-~quenc~: wnh·· re~iiect to. 

the work, 1at -least I could. help you out this 
,-~ 

way, in that if. the!'c ai'e. q\lestio:ns that you 

have in minJ 1 will do·tbe b~st 1 c&n with 

them. 1Hher>e I can't ;_:ive you the nilswer, .. I 
Cc 

will find out what the answer is and whether 

or not it is in ke·epinc ·with tlie·po:t€rs of. 
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release, and that is the main 

a:sking tomeet you today. 

Anu now, ladies and c;entle:;nen, shoot! 

·,,ill you ror.1ain in uniform, General 0' Dwyer? 

:;p, i.:i ss, I take it off tonight at midnight. 

Are you going to spend bost of your time down 

here, or up in New York, sir? 

~ell, I will spend a good deal of time here, 

as ;nuch as this job will require; and from 

what I can see now, there is considerable work 

that car; ue dorie in hev. York, too. 

:1eneral, there ,,as a story in the hew York ~ 

this morning that you were goint; to be able to 

devote same time to the business in the Distr~~t 

Jlttorney's Office in New York, too. Does that 

mean this will be a part-time job? 

ose 

you might use the term, but it won't be quite 

accuva te. In the first place, I have a staff 

vunriing the District Attorney's Office of Kings 

County, i'ieW York that has done a. mighty good 

jo since I went into the Army June 1, 11142, 

and I think that is all right. 



;:_·.· .. 

' }: 

v:i tiwut 'l.t: fro .... the th:.e it bcp;m, ebout a year 

w.i th t: e ei<.: ('f Ue tv.o stai fs to handle both 

ev~lL!te ~o~r rel~ti;e ~ork bet~een here and 

t~•e _j:tl"ict ;1.tcr:.eJ 1 E Jffice, but i.s tile job 

of the 

exteL t? 

... 0. 

Cafl you tell L'f sc,.,,tdn~ of how that fits into 

the allied picture? Is the ~ar Refugee Board's 

work to be b"·!led d U: headquartePs here, or 

wi t:'J I Bf' :~·.:_carters el:::ei\~.epe as an allied job, 

Frc: ,,,hat T see a;~d frou: the di1•ecti vee, it is 

absolutely an L.e-Pican job with headquarters 

right here ~here you ire now--this ro~u, as a 

htatter of fact. 

Have the 1lritish sale1 that the;,' wtsh to contribufe 

to the work of tne ~aP Refugee Board? 

" 

, .. 
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That is 

think I will answer it r. t the ;Homen t. Let me 

sa,/ t},E,t everyone wi thi:n the scope of' this work-.:0 

t1~8 : l'ecL:e::t o~· the Lni tee~ :;t& tes, the three 

ono hur.drcu perceEL Au.erican 

General, maJ I iO bhck to tho politic~l question 

or1ce '-'ore? J,re .; ou <;oin,:., to assu..::e active 

direction of t'uc I;iEtrict /.Horne;,' s Office? 

·ies, toiUorrov, ::.ornin --12:01 to~.,orrow. 

Hol\ lonv rill you be District J.ttomey up there? 

It . ill run for two ~-ears fro;;, :.·ccemher 31 of 

this ;rear. 

· ho lws b<:"<~r: runn:i.1<. th< t office in your absence'( 

.CaL you tell ur, sil', hov. t~w work of the ,,ar 

R f l' - • ll b di t - .ct. b r .. r!:T"\)' t ? .'e ugee toard w1 e coor na ed Wl 1 ... :1\ ii.ri.A s. 

As I see the picture today, you have hundreds of 

thousands of unfortunate people within the enerny 

lines whose lives are in grave danger. That has 

been the condition before this organization was 

" 
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set up, aHd the- ilmuediate and 

get tL.eL. out fro:rl that dangerous position and 

take care of them. That is what our job is, and 

I believe--and, U ss Hodel, you can help. 111e with 

this, please--t'ha t once they are out of this 

dan;;erous position they are taw.porarily housed 

and feci and taken care of by UNRRA. 

·:rs~; HOD'!?L: After they are brought out of enetLY terri tory. 
> 

:m·~. 0' D'tYEh: 1'hat is, once they are outside. 

:;E:: Iio:·,-,L: 1'hen it is our joh to find havens for them, and 

provide maintenance and care. In some of those 

cases we would. have to, r.nd have gone to UNRflA. 

,~; .• '.J' .J .. Yi~;-,: 'I'ha t was my t.mderstar;.ding. 

'I here are ca ces where they have not been qt•ought 

out, but are in a dangcz•ous position. \',hat do 

you do in such casaR? 

for anyoody if I were to an ewer it. That would 

be getting in to methods of getting them out. 

Isn't that what you mean? 

I ruean t two things: Would you try to get them 

out, or improve the status and theil' conditions 

where they are? 
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I MUJii prefer not to answer that .. 

Then I want to ask you another question. 

last report spoke of the accomplishments, but 

also stated that there was yet much to be done. 

A grefft ':3.eal has been done because certain 

pled;;es fl.Illi promises have been made b;, the 

goverlliilents concerned. \\hat happens if in the 

course of events those promises are not kept-­

you discover they &re not kept? 

That is assm~ing they haven't been kept. 

I an; asking that because of this. That was in 

the Times this li,orning. I don't know v-1hether 

that is up your alley or not, but that is what 

would be in line if such a thing didn't develop. 

This f;oes into the question of discrimination, 

doesn't it? 

to imply th~t certain promises wore made and­

are not being kept, and that applies to your 

work, too., if such a thing should happen. 

I think I have to follow the basic order; the 

basic mandate the President la,id down, and that 

is to concern myself with the condition of those 



. persons i.n:>ide the enemy 

in d&L,~~eP ~:,nu to tPJ arid use evePy -;:;e-a9; to 1g~t ,/. . -

the;,, out tro~. tnat Ga.n;.,ePous position. 'l'his 

sttd.e .. ,cnt o::. Juu;~e Prokauer' s rel'ei'S to so~aething 

olfie vil1icil--

A , v.ill .L.c..tH our• v·,ork to the wmdate. 

.;. wt.sn 1 t sure i1 L,a t woulc coo,e within the scope 

o! Joup &ctivities. 

:, 

t rt• not. >:l thin the er:err.~f lines, nnd the ilwiiedis. t~ 

Fl.!i'1 ose, ,,,, _· Pee it r:ov., in Lo conceni.r•ai.e on 

01· t~ thOL...sr •• " h.u. olie Lord ble things that La:ve 

,-~ 

bL< t Uw enm .. ,y Unes are qd te different today. 

'l'ht orde!' saJ s, "Peof-lo v.i tilii. the e.:1ewy lines," 

and tLe,l <;~re L.o ones we ere concerned ebout. 

Do you think tho failure of the .ar Crimes 

Commission to take any stand on the punishment 



8--

of the Germans for crimes 

within Germany--their own nationals--is 

tant psychological factor? 

You are assl.hlting something there that I am not 

in a position to concede. As far e. a the psycho­

logical effect on the Germans is concePned-­

speaking rio• not as an officer of the War Refugee 

doard, becau::e I a_:., not in it lonc:: enough to 

speak r,s tl1st--but my personal reaction \';ould 

be that : f these people \'lithin the lines l'elt 

that they coula coilillli t mass :hurders and never 

be brought to answer for them, the effect would 

not be as c;ood froL, the victim's standpoint as 

it would if these people were l'Olhinded of what 

our PPeaidcnt has already said, that they v-.ill 

be brought to answer for their crimea. 

r, we understand that llr. Pohle haa been working 

for months on the idea that the War Crimes Commission 

put on the a;::enda war crimes against Axis nationals. 

and that the tnited States come out with a .o~~r ... 

cut stuteu;ent for the help that it would give 

to the :.ar Refugee Bonrd in its work. How do 

you feel about that, and do you intend to take 

" 

0 
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up the G\ldgels? 

I certainly do. 

rould it be correct then to say that the "•BP 

Refu;;ee Board's job ends where the job of-

c;.;.:J:. 's repatriation begins, in other hOl'da, 

gettiu~ these people--

As it is presentlJ set up, I would Bl\f that vms 

so. 

In thd case, sir, will the people uho can be 

gotten out of the Eastern Front--Hussian Front-­

also co,"e under the jurindiction of the Refugee 

Board, or will the .ar I~.efugee Boerd--

You eee, the jurisdiction of the ~Var Refugee 

i3onrd presents a question that is very involved. 

After all, we are not a joint outfit; we are 

pu:rely an American outfit directly concerned 

the lirieB out in to a place· where thoy are not. 

in that kind. of dan(;er, and doing everything we 

oan, using every possible means to see that 

their health is not impaired, that they are 

houfled, and that they gat the needed food and 

clothing and shelter. ti orv, naturally, the 

" 
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Refubee .Boar•d has .been taking' 

has been responsible 1~or them unti.l such time 

as they liave_·been.given·thati>rotecUon. -But 

as you knov., we. haven't .been taking thalli out· 

through the Eastern Borders, so I wouldn't 

C' .kriow. · .e. heven '·t· been doing that. 

-G--8nere.i, is there a time limit on the .ar 

Hefugee Boar.d's activi'ties? For insta!lc·e, if 

the war in Germany should end, .would· the a cti vi ties 

I have asked.that question., too, ~nd'I'he.ven'f 

recei veu a1: answer .. 

Is there a .def1cienc,Y appl'Opl•iation that would 

carry the Board until, say, s·ix ·months after 

the wa~ .is over? 

I don't know. A little later on I will be able 

job is done or until ·r am otherwise requested 

to leave. 

Would you consider a popular demand for you 

to become the Democratic nominee for Mayor a 

sufficlent r•equest, sir? 

'l'he answer to that is simple; it is no. 

" 
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;Joos thu t JEean you will 

job--you will not run for Mayor? 

That is correct. 

You will refure to run, s.ir? 

I haven't been asked to run. 

Do you choose not to run? 

I run a Demo era t; I would ra thor use another term. 

Have you said thd publicly hefor•e? 

~'hey haven't found another term quite as effective; 

had J found one I would have used it. 

Have you said publicly before you would not be 

a candidate? 

: obody has asked J.e publicly. All paz•ties con-

cerned Wiuerstand tht~t. 

hotwi thstanding that, rumors have been qd te 

persistent. 

Well, you know what rua.ors are; you can't atop 

them. 

Is this a.i1 tmpaid. job'l 

Yes. 

Vthere does your rrtoney come from, the D • .ll.. Is job? 

It has to r-ome from s·bntewhere. I, too, have to 

eat. ~'he refugee problem applies to Brooklyn, too. 

tl 
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· Has the Board done any work at 

East, sir? 

Lell, I would l'ether not answer that question. 

There has been something done. 

Jut it is prett,y JWch on a very lLi ted basis? 

It is smuetllir:~;} vwddn't Lke to com:nent on 

at this t n;e. 

:.:az: ~·ou esthw te, sir, hov. ;,,ar;r people ure 

'ihat, I ,;on't know, I l1aven't 1net then. yet. I 

was s uppoaed to H.eet the:,, this .aominr~ in this 

office, and, of course, the overseas outfit--! 

knov, who they are. 

I meant the r.e ople in dant:erous positions'? 

Oh, accordir,g to the infor;.he.tion that I have, it 

runs anywhere above five htmdred thousand. Ian' t 

Where are they locuted mostly? 

;r·r;. Y .l.YEh: v;ithin the enemy lines. 

A 

Does that refer to people who have been helped, 

or an estimate of the people Viho need to be he;!. ped? 

It means the people who have t:o be helped. 
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How many have been helped? 

'i'e have some figures on that. 

It is very difficult to give you an accul's.te 

fi;:;ure. 

:..:o please don't press that question any lliOl'a. 

f. little later on v;e will give you the answer. 

Your activities are devoted not only to the 

sevins of lives, but the restoratior:. of property 

if any? Lots of the;;. ere not poor; they had 

property, ar;d thi<.t is one reason why ,r,any of 

them v. ere put in eoncentrati on camps'? f;o your 

activities concern trying to get back any of 

the property for them, or. just charitable help 

for them as they come out? . 

I think ther•e is no question a bout where V<e fit 

in; it is to save their lives. 

you can 

get heck, the loss they will be objects of 

cha.ri ty. 

There will be other .agencie·a to. take c&re of t~hat. 

· Would you :c.ind tellin1,~ us how this· .figuz>e .9f . 

five hundred thousand was arr>ived at, sir'( 

" 
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Perhaps if. 

methods of operation, which might agnin lead to 

future e"•.barrassment. I think I had better not 

ansy;er tLa t question. 

:}.o:tcral, ill re,~.&ru to L1e effectiveness of the 

is it COl'Fect to saJ thr t the fiVe huiidreu thousand 

people are v.i thiL the shrinkin.c: boi•ders of Germany? 

That is true. 

-.hat natim:alit,i are these five hundred thousand. 

·\.ell, I think un'luestionably as fa.r as nationality 

is concerned tLe. are all E'ur•opeans; there is 

no question about that. 

I mean, the~· are all people who are fleeing ' 

from the Germans, and none of them are-Germans 

therflselves? 

.-hat r;as that, sir'? 

-I v.oultin' t say they wei•en 1 t Germans. 

/,s a matter o1 fact, a ron 1 t they practically 

all Germans? Then the Iatt I'Opor.t carue out, it 

indicated that the.Y were the people within the 

enemy lines, with the exception of Hungary, which 

wu then at wal'. .Are any of these five hundred 
C tt 
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thousand in liun;_;ary, 

line? 

When the line passed over them, they were then 

in Hun:~ary--they were outside the line's. ,;e 

are concerned v,j_ th the ones v;ho ar•e still vd. thin 

those shrinkin~ lines. 

I wasn 1 t ql;i te clear in my mind whether it was 

people r'ho were trd·ir:"g to get away i'1•om the Nazis, 

or 1iazi ~:eoplc. 

reasorr to i eel L~IJ t t i1elr l:i. ves aNI enaang;ered 

just because ol' l<ho they are. 

I knew thn t was the chief purpose, but I wondered 

if ;your Board was doin~ anything to help these 

r;azis us f~:r as •Jerman towns are concerned. 

i,o, we f.tre not concerned with that; ·that is 

some 

General, v,oulc1n 't you say for the most part 

that those i'i ve hundred thousand ax•e German ,Tews? 

Moetly .Tewish. 

\'.hat is J'OUP criteria fol' selecting people who 

are to t- e e.lded by the : s.r ftefugee BoaPd? 

\,e know that the~· al'e endangered, uhd if we 

knew someone else was in danger, \ve \Vouldn 't 
" 
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leave them there. v,e are 

1\re there any areas where you cF .. n tell us about 

tho work that has been ace ompli shed" 

Suprose you leave that for a _little later 

until I fu;~ ,;.ore ilhr,iliar vjith it. I uo know 

of certb.in acco;;;plishu;ents, but at the moment 

it !iiibht not be wise to talk a bout them. I 

-want to be sure it is safe to talk e bout these 

Could you tell us anything a bout the Turkish 

setup, whether Turkey has been closed? They 

won't allow transit visas thr•ough Turkey~ 

It isn't closed as of today. 

Are you tnlki~i about our office being closed 

there? 

~o, not the office; I was talking about the 

flow of refugees. 

I cion 1 t think ••e have reports to the effect 

that it has actually been closed; it is appar~mtly. 

uow being carried on unue1• cet•tain restrictions 

which you all knov; about. 

General, could you tell us the background of 

how you happen to turn up in this job? Was it 



·-~ 

' i\ 

}; 

._, 

A 

- l? -

~·our ider., the Presic1ont's idea, or :~torgohthau''s 

idea? It is certdnly a lonr; ju:np from feeding 

people in Itely to this job. ~as it your idea, 

sir? 

Tf :;rou hadn't 1)een a:Toir:ted, General, would 

teen ofrPN:J ;;, ou? It y,:;; s offered to you, vmsn' t it? 

;, 0. 

~ hj- <ion 't JOU like thd job·? LaGuardia likes it. 

0h! (Laut-:htor) 

Did you visit an;; Chi!,ps in Italy'? VieM there 

any war refugee cau.ps in Italy? 

ho, I didn't visit any car.1ps. I was on another 

angle there. 

Can't we 

rhy don It you e sk the Secretary? 

He vvould t~1ink up so.aebody else for us to ask. 

He will pass the buck to the ·~\hi te House, sir. 

I hardly think so. 

There is no eocret nbout it, is there? 
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General, your report 

habilitate Italy--was anything staPted on 

I am out of that n0w, and I ;;ouldn' t like to 

discuss it. 

'.~hat is your Arm.)' status as of today? You are in 

an inactive status right now, and J'OU are retiring 

frOlli the !rmy tonight--is that the ideact 

The papers haven 1 t gone through, but the orders 

are that I wn relieved frOlli duty as of toni5ht, 

active duty. 

You go on an inactive status as of tonight? I 

thought you were already on an inactive status. 

1 was, but tlte Army has some regulations about 

making you take a vecation, and my time over 

the two and a half years that I was in the Army 

coniputed so that I would be in an inactive status 

un 

that way, so I waived everything else, and that 

gets rr.e out tonight at midnight so I oan begin 

in Brooklyn tomorr•ow. 

General, can you tell UE somebing of what the 

Board has in the field to accomplish this job? 

I am not familiar enough vlith that. The Board 

" 
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hHs been using a nun;Ler of people that have 

been in the field for other sgencies 1 and they 

have invited theli to stay on with the t~oard. 

I wish I could tell you a bout them, but I c-a.n' t. 

'T·here h:re l'ensons v,h;_, it v.ouldn't be.\\iso to 

m~ntion v~o thej &re. 

ss to how .,.any 

people it dll ttk.e to (~0 t:is job._-~ow iiiany 

ell--

rr.any .G&.Ve beer: helpe:t up to r.ow, just ·SOH~e i's,int 

ideal ~-

I haven't an,y accurat'e fiv'J.res on that,.;hut I 
• > •• -- • • • 

think in tv.o r;eeks time I will. have them:. This 
' ' 

is going on all the tiu.e; you: tak~: them· out 

there to some ;r.o:re pe.I'.i.anent stati.on, so th<ise 

reports are chanein,:: fror,, day to day a·s. w~ get . 

therr. in. In two weeks time v •. e wlil have ~· · 

pretty fnlr report~ 

C'renel'al, can you elaborate on your stete,uent · 

that you intend to undertake th:a v;ork of the 

Board with renewed vie;or? lJO ypu have a 

: 

.. 



J.. 

A 

Q 

A 

ii ISS HODEL: 

specific program or any specific undei•takings 

that the BoHrd has in :dnd that you intend to 

step up particularly? 

Uo, I Mulctn' t elaborate on that. The test on 

that is, how lli8Il,;' do we get out from under•? That 

is the test of tDe work. 

You uo not want to tell us in general terms how 

many ~ou have ~otten out? 

I would prefer not to give those figures out now, 

but Iwill a little later. 

Part of , .. r. Pehle's original plan waiL-to cari'Y 

on psychological warfare against the Germans. 

Do you have any othel' ideas along that line? 

Y:ill the sphere of work extend to the Pacific 

theater, to Japan? 

Presidential ordor that would prevent.- it, but 

I don't know of any such problem in the Pacific 

theater yet. 

Is there any activity going on with refugees 

in Northern Italy'l 'Iha t comes within the lines, 

doesn't it? You have some, haven't you? 

Yes. 
" 
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Is the amount sizable? 

v,e have more accurate figur•es on the number 

there, but you asked if we were doing anything 

for the refugees there. That is part of our job.~ 

There have been reports that the Nazis may try 

to wind up this war in a terrific blood bath. 

,Ire you anticipating they may do that? 

''r~li. 0 1 ;J;YEii.: That esth:nte of ;r.ine was perhaps born: out of 

A 

A 

Q 

A 

so;;.e of the reports that I read of what actually 

happened. Knowing what did happen, sna knowing'· 

what the danger still is, this is not the time 

to lie do~n, but we should keep on doing what 

has been done and increase it if we can. 

'/.ere the reports pl'etty gruesome? 

They left nothing to the ioogination. Yes, the¥ 

are gruesome. 

General, is your salary as District Attorney a 

matter of publi o record? Do you mind my asking 

what that is? 

Twenty thousand a year. 

· 1'hank you., General.· Congratulations. 

Thank ~·ou very much. 

0 





DEPARTMENT 
OF 

··STATE 

-~~~,~~~:t:~~-"_}.ft. 
- .. - -_ •. :_·.,· ·--~)-~: ---<-,= '-:--~--~;~. ~- ---~--

INCor\'nl'JG' . :<; >~:· ·' · 
s-fr~LEes~AM; .. ·.·:· 

NF-l9~~~rcB \ l:f'l:l r c 
PM I 59 

Dated January 31, 

Rec 1 d ll!59 p.m. 

Secretary of State 

6~, Thirty-one, 

CONTROl COPY \vashington 

PERSONAL FOR PEt<.LE O!i' 1r~:m FROL i'iCCLELLAlm. 

rrsorry to learn of your leaving iffiB which under 

your energetic direction has been able to take action 

through many channels vJhich otherwise ;vould probably 

have remained closed. Allou me express my sincere 

a:•)preciation for continued confidence placed in me 

throughout past many trying rwnths, by you, and board. 

Please acce1)t my personal ,;wis~es for- successful 

service.in your new job and kindly assure General 

o•nwyer that I shall be glad to continue serving Board 

aid can be rendered." 

Above refers to Department Is 467, Janua.ry 27. 

HUDDLE 

ltiJF 
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A.lJIW&A~lO&J , cf··-~_~ttA~~;~~?:X.~-t;·t~~cnnft~ 1 ·- - ,, ~,-~-~· CONlROf·&oe¥~i '"'"' 
467~ T~rentJ-seventh .; . . .· ..••.... >• >,. : - ·•·· • ~_;'. · 

:: ;:::~~·:;1:.::·.;·::::l:r.;;:€i.:~·:~::rc· r.::~£"i 
\' .· I . . • . . . . . / . . .· .·. > . . 'j : 

Jenuarr 28. 1946, announo1ng Nr. l'ohle 0 s r•signation ae Sxeouu.e·, 
.- - . ' -- -- - . 

D1reoto1" ot the Do.\\1"4 and too ti\ppointment ot l3Plp.dle.-Genoftl. : ~ · 

li1ll1a11 o 'lhrfor ae hi:~ f)ll.O~~=r.~.,: 
"fhe W&l" ftetusee Board, annwnCJed tow that Jobn w. 

-.-. . -~· . . . 

. . 

noaJ>d made publ1o. Mr. Pohle's letter ot reeisnaUon an~. tite 

Bo~rti.•a aocoptano~. 

l1r. llehlo waG designated Aot1ng E7roout1n D1reotor of 

the iloard ahortlr athr itl!l creaUon on Jamaa17 2S~ 1.944., 
\ . . 

Later~ ,on lfarch 241 UM. the Board, l1Ut1 the app:l'o•~ -~t 
- ---

the President, ded,;nat{td him Jl&f'iiident JJ:xooilt1:Y •. ·. _, .. -.:: ..... L 

resigned beoatu'le ot the 1noi'er&e1ns burden ot _n•w 

which haYe b•<~n Qlllligned to him as Asdetant to 

ot the Tre$eury. 

At \he ela~Z~e tlme the . Boa!"d announced the aelaoUon ot 

Br1f$ad1et:'-General tlil:U.am o • Dwyer JUI the new Exeoit ~1 "~ · 
. D' . .- . 

D1reotor. General o•~er 18 ·bel~ ·ntu..,eti>·to J.naotlte 



'l 

mtawe b)'. tho WaJ> Depar,ment to handle 

General O'l'}qer !s Dietl!'1ot Ai;toSPnoy tor Kt.~ia 
Ntaw Xork~ on leavea and r:eoentl;r returned to tM U.nUe4' 

States t:rom ltalJ WtiH he eenec1. at V1oe frealdent o_. ~• 

~oonomio Bect1on of tbe Allied Con,rol 

w1tb the per1onal rank of Min1ater." 

FaUow1ns 1e personal trom l'elal.e ~ 

I wish to leko th1a opportun1tJ to e~preea to you again mt 
personal _appreo1aUon tor 'h~ excellent work JoV have clo~te<t~r 

tt1e Board 11UJ>111{J the period I served as E~eoutive Dll'flotor. · 1 

ac confident t.ba.t General O'DwJer oan rel7 on YOU!' aonUft\l•d 

ten1oe and devotion to tile· work ot tbe Boa!'ci. vent 1;()· B(.;~t, 

COD!£ ROOM: 

R•~at to: 

tllUU MMV U<Q . 
l/2't/4fJ 

A'!\PN 
\~t1ngi 

r: .1 

X . 
London tor. Mann #664 . · 

Stockholm tor Olean #1~21 .·. · 
Anitata tor Kat~k1 #182' X··.· 

W.l BO NE. 
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Board •:lthe• appointment of Brigadi~r-Gener&l Will1~~·.·~;~.·~·~··Jis.•·· 
successor: 

.--;f::-":_ 

has resigned u Executive Director ot the Board.. Tli~ Boarcl,~• 
~ -__ -__ - -.7 ::ii:t~r---~~-~~-- · --

pubUo Jfr. Pehle 'a l.ette:r of resignation and the B~~'ii"~Cf)p~c•• 

11Jir. Pehle was designated Acting Exe011tive Dire~or ot. ~!'-• 

Board ehortl.y after its creation on January 22, 1944. Lare:r, on 

.KarCh 24, 19.44, the Board, with the approval ot the l'resid~Ji~)·. 

de11ignated him permanent Executive Director. 

11Ae expl.tdned in the letter of resignation, lofr. Pehle re­

signed because ot the increatting burden of na dut1.- which have 

been assigned to him as Assistant to the secre;tra:ry ot the Tl'd,tsury. 

11At the same t!-. the Board announced the selectiOn or 

Brigadier-Genefal William O'Dwter as the nn Exec;utive Dlreo~r. 

General. O'Dw;yer is being returned to inactive atatua b;r ~.War 

Department to handle tbia assigllllleJlt. ~ 0'~ ~ W..trj,c;t' 

turned to the United States from ltal.y" 'Where he aernd ae V~e 

President or the Economic Seotl.on ot th_- AJ.Ued Control. C()liJDie~on .. 

for It~, with the pera0Jl41.]. rank of Jdoister." 

FoUO'Hing i8 personal from Peblea -,,t; 

I wieb to tau this opportunity to express to yo\1 "gain m,r pel"•oDal." 
,;· t 

appreci~tion tor \he e~ell~t work 1QU have done.fo~ the Board during 

ff• 



the period l served as Euout.S.w Director. 

o~ can rely on your continued Btnie• and deYGtiOJl too tbe 1rdrlc ot ·.· 

the Boar~ 

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 388. 

Saate cable should be sent tot ~, Lande (VffiB· LONDON CABLE NO. 40.) x 

Ql.sen, .stockholm (VffiB STOCKHOLM GABLE ~ro. JOO) X 

------------·-------------~--------~----------------------------~------~--~~~~~~~~~--~--~~ 

I~ 
Miss Chauncey (for the Sec•y) Acker~nn, Akzin; Cohn, :brury, DuBois, Gaston, 
Hodel, McCormack, Pehle, Files 

AIJ~~-OoAJ, 
\}X ~ vtv.rc 

FHahd 1/27/45 

·i 





TO C;<Onercd O'Dwyer 

( 
: EXECUTIV.E OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

W·AR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE January 29,; 1945 

FROM ltliSS rtodel 

i,!enbership of t2<is Cm;;;ni ttee con,prises some 33 g9vernments, including 
the ;Jnited States, Jreat 3ritain 'md Liussia, .Sir Herbert Emerson 
is t[;e i)j_rector and Patrick :;hlin, an _;;;•erica.'1, is the Vice Director, 
nntil recently, 1.;;r;:;n ·~·aJlor w:"-s the JlF:ericar: r.1ember on the Conunittee, 
;:}Jc.3 ::<.L:ior .ii.:oa.nt ''.s l::r. T::qlor 1 s alternate h_s been representing 
this :iovernr.:ent for the p:o.st few months, The mandate of the Inter­
~ooverm ent2l Comnd. ttee was c .. : .. nged at the ill-fated 3ermuda Conference 
i..n t;-., Spri_n;:; of l9L,J to coYer :,ssist'ince to Jews and other persons 
ciis;:Jl'lCed or ;;ersecuted bee -~use of l'&ce, reiigion or political belief. 
J)eca.use of the invern&tionc,_l mq.1.1bersbj_p, the Co.l!lJ11ittee t s operations 
e:.re exceedingly c;untersorue <'end to date it appears to h.ctve done very 
little. S!:ortly U'ter ;;[:e setting u.p of the i'iar r\.efugee .Board, Sir 
E-orbert ;•J:••.;rson c.rd ,,;;:', icalin came tc ti1is country for discussions 
with t..r. hehle and 1:1emoers of th<e Bo~d. We service the Conunitd;ee 
with copies of our r·~ports c.nd c,e c:re constantly pressing them for 
:,c Lion :L- c:;rtain :=•c'OcT~Jns. 7he state Department is presently Working 
on a. nevr hJ::·,rican p·:rsormel or: the Cor:IT"ittee with a view to vitalizing 
t•;e .Lntergovurn::,,;nti:l Collllnittee for tLe big ;)ob ahead in rehabilitation 
and reliP.f to displ:,ced peoples in Europe, 

Tne Board hL.s solicited and obtained the cooperation of ffii!RRA in 
carin:; fvr refugees brou;ht out of Europe to camps in North Africa 
ar:-,:i Italy. 'l~1e Joard WE·.S not invited to send a represent&tive to 
the .. .ontre2.l ;onference of 1TIIT:~RA.. Because of the Board's satisfactory 
relations v.ith privilte relief or~~anizc.tion interested in t!Je problem 
of rehccbj_litCJ.tion and relief to displ~ced people in Europe, the Board 
i'3 constantly receiving complaints concerning UNll,iU>'s l::.ck of &ction 
to date. l 

I 
I 
I 



II. Departments .omd Agencies 

·~ 

c;ecause a2_l of' t'•e operations of private American relief organizations 
must be 2-icensed ur,der Section 5::. of the 1'r2;di..11p; with the enemy Act, 
Yie hceve worked out c. close liaison v.':Lth ti1e Foreign J.i'unds Gohtrol of 
t!1e 1'ree:.st..::_ry D2pcrtment i'or the lice~-1sing of rescue and- rel-ief opera-­
tions in ·,·rl:ic!-.:. the ~3ocrd is :UriJerested. The org_ahizatiDns apply for 
ti~~ir ::'...ice:·is~s t.~1rou~~h ti~_e .=;ce.rd T-rhich sends its- recormnerido.tion to 
t:,e Treas'lry and 17:lrks out <,ii;'' :O~Ol'c"i;n Funds Control ·the details of 
the necess2.r:;- li.::-:t?~·-ses. 

i''.e ~~o:crd Is liaison l'<i tl~ t .. e 3tate Depart•ient is through 1!I'. George 
·;·/arren wi,o is .:.dvisor on ~'efu;:;ees to the Secretary of State. 

Our main cor..t<~ct Y>L;:t t::e .i<..r ,_,;;:Jart,ont is ·t,i th .;.ssist&"lt Secre·Gery 
, .. c::loyl s o Tice. .ie also h ... ,-,, SOili8 deali.'l.,.J:Wit'l Gnneral Hildringl~ 
office. 

Cur main contact here j_s ·.d.t!, the Blockade Division whic::-t is p<.rticu­
lerly concP.rned <Yith cu-t feeding and otLer relief programs. 

··. JJep[rtu:mt c.t' ti:e Interior 

.'~r principal reJ.st::.on here is r:i.th the .;ar Relocation .iuthority of 
1'fL.icil Dillon k~rer is tr~e Directo~. Under secretar;y I ,~be Fort4s; is .. 
. ~rsonally interested in ou::- work ;md receives copies o.four weekly 
reports. 

Aside from tile fact that the :.ar Refugee Board is presently covering 
certain.l-.S.S. persom1el -'cbro .. d, our r,;ain relotionship vdth o.s.s. is 
in conrc·"ction vlith the exchDn3e of speciJ.l inf'orr.mtion relating to 
refugees. 

G. C!ensorship 

All private messages on refugee matters, v;hether sent by comrnercial 
chamels or through. the Board Is special .fctcilities; nmst be. cleared 
vlith Censorship. Censorsi1:i.p calls on us fr-equently for advice and 
information concerning these Inessages. 





EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

--0.:~-.:~.::..~t.:r'_.~i·.T _:;--rvi~>3s :.) __ r_.r~e _·'..::.::_ >.L,;n ~~~Ull'JS ~cntrcl_ o£' tl:ce 
_·r~c .. ::·;_l.' _ ... ~=~>c..rt!:.':~.rL ncr.-; 1·C...::d2s o. ..... l ._.;: our btv-l.cst, -payroll 

.L.::~~:--.1.. ~t~r·. -i ~:_:: - t...C·Sic.':_ ~r..L~~~is, ~1oY; .t·~s=,ista:t to ti·1e 
:..~r;:~_:· ..:t.::.r r - ~~.::; .~.'re2~-:ury, _:_:; t:-::.e :IP.ll~ral CctuJsel for the 
Jc,cJ ·ct. F_r_:r~'--'f~~~!?l 0:__· -:.! e (;-_:_lee c f tile ~}enerc..l Gonnsel 01~ 
~(! e '.,.'rr~2~·,_,_ry are £~~;0.-iJ...·.L-le --~-~~uL.---: ti~:.:e to time i'or .special 

4. .£>u.1J.-Lic .~elaL.ions - .:.:o ~i:::; is C."'n;.:Ll?_i__~le i.:,o us c.t the present 
Gi;rle :"cr c~Jecic.l ~1.:~Jli_c rei_.i.:,ions <.!&t.tcr5 s--~d: ·c.~~ relations 

-.-.:L t.h t~.e press, Sf)~~ecfJ ·,:2"::.ti.r1(;, ·r-:e:t~L'"'- ·:·s to 1-:cetin::s, etc. 
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TO General C 1DI'JYer 

FROM Miss Foclel 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

/ / 
·~l'"! fo:l.low-i_n:; is r, brief surr,rnc;rJ of ti1e perrciin;:; projects end operations 

of th-3 =:o:::r-:t; 

J. J.Gscue 0Y~rcttions 

::;:~:ritz t~r l_!IJ. ci 

l, Secr,,t negotiations - Since lo.st .Auc;ust a series of meetings 
hc·.ve been r1eld on tl"w 3vliss-Gerr:tan :;order between Saly ;;E.yer, a 
S·wiss citizen, <'.J1d Iliembers of the :Jerman }esto.po, 1.'ayer is 
f!egotiatin6 for tl"le lives of ti1e Jews still .::ernc..inine in Nazi­
controlled ~.;;urope, The discussions •·.nicb originclly involved 
railSCJ;; ;-, ·" 0 HO\i -~een STi"lill[; 2.rc•u.nd to corrsid.eration of a proposal 
>;1lereby, in return for ti1e !1al ting of t[,e extermin2tion of the 
Jews in German ha1ds, ~a.yer ~-,ould undertake to send the necessary 
rt:!lief supplies to kee_;J the Jews a.live, provided the supplies are 
distributed by the Interrt-tional ;cod Cross. ,Jhile the terms of 
this proposal are still very vague (in order that vE.lu.:,ble time 
might be -32ined by their clcrific~tion), l!ayer recently concluded 
that in orcl.er to !!old open the negotiations he must have something 
tangible ·with YThich to ·,ait the Nazis. He asked for the transfer 
of 20,000,000 Swiss i'raiJc:s ~rom the JDC in the United Stc.tes 
(·rLich Le also 1·epresents in Swi tzerl.snd), The 3oard's represen-t.a­
tive strongly supported t~,:;.s request.· After clearance v1ith state 
and ·.·;ar, the Boe-rd arran;ed with Treasury for the issuance of the 
necessar;r license .md tJ-.e JDC made the remittance on January 26, 
19.!,.5. Since the Bole purpose of the trcn to enable :Mayer 
to continue his n tions · 
penditure or expenditure from the fund may be maqe· · 
without the prior express approval of this GovernmEnt. Tne fund 
will be held in a joint account in the names of Saly Mayer and 
i:\oSivell 1\icClelland, the i:loard 1 s representative. . 1'he Bri·&ish and 
rlussian Governments have been kept advised of these negotiations. 

2. Special rescue operations being conducted by representatives of 
private American orgonizations under the control of the Board's 
represent2.tive. 'l'llese operations are all authorized by: special 
licenses issued by the U. S. 'l'feasury P.nd involve dealings w"ith tl:ie. 
enemy. through channels avaiL.ble in Switzerland. 

" 
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J. Evacuation of refugees 
cen tly pressed· us for the 
come to SwitzerL.nd as the 
the Sw:i.ss will continue to 
to meet assurances we h<.we given 
now B.rranging for the movement of 
in Switzerland in August and 1Jeqember, . Tre.nsportation for 
this group will be handled by the ;1;;r Department and housirlg and 
maintenance of the group will be handled by illlRRA a't one of the 
refugee camps in North Africa or Italy, 

4, We are continuing .to press the Sv.1.ss Government and the Inter­
national ned Cross for assistance in various measures which we 
have developed for tile protection of persons in. enemy territory. 

B. Sweden 

l. Rescue operations from B&ltic countries by boat across the 
Baltic Sea have ~ow stopped. 

2. ~i.e'3cue from Norway, mainly by land through northern forests, 
is continuing at.the rate of 1500 a month. 

c. Turkey 

The rescue of Jews to Turkey from enemy-controlled areas has now 
become imprc;.ctical and unfeasible in view of the liberation·of 
Rumania, Bulgaria and part of Hungary by the Russian army, It is 
contemplated that the Board 1 s office in Turkey wili. close very 
shortly. ~ur request to have our representative in Ankara go 
into Bulgaria and Rwnania was turned doYI!1 by the Soviet authorities 
in iv,oscow. 

D. London 

'!he rioard's representative 
British.concerning various 

from enemy terri tory, 

London handling with the 

governmE>.ntal Conunittee on Refugees which has ita main office in 
London. The Board's represenfultive in London superv.isea certain 
rescue and relief programs of private ilmerican 'relief organizations 
backed by the CIO and AFL and financed by remittances from this 
country to representatives operating out of London, 

E. Rescue by M3ans of_ Exchange 

As the result of measures developed by the Board, persons who are' 
close .relatives of citi:~Lens or residents of the United States are 

fl 



entitled, .under our' ~tatutes, to nc•n-.qu.ot.a·.or t'L'"'"'"'~'<:>PY"' 
immier.ation Visas and have been 
if they ore in enemy-controlled 
Ememy oppression, Lists of such persons 
supplied to the Board 1 s representatives ih 
for transmission to the German authorities •. 

2. 1~.ny Jews in enemy territory hold "ad hocu 1\m:ericari. . 
passports v!hich vrere purchased from various Latin ill!lerican Consuls 
in Europe. Since these documents serve to protect the holders_ as 
"nationals 11 of the .iestern Hemisphere and hence subject to e:ichenge; 
•;!e preva:i.led upon the Latin American countries involved to agree 
not to question the. validity of the passports u.iltil after ths war, 
We also agreed th<•.t the persons holding the documents would not be 
sent to the Souti: i\.!r.erican countries but to other havens of sa_fety. · 

Two exchange projects involving this category of per:;!Ons are now 
being developed: ( 1) 150 of this category are being exchanged in 
,svritzerland now as pi.irt of the present German-American exchange; 
(2) about 300 of this category are involved in an exchange now 
being planned to follow the foregoing exchange, 

. .], .Under p~·essure from the Union of Orthodox Habbis of the United 
States and canada., the Boat'd and the Department of State are nowc 
investigating the possibility of arranging for the exchange of 
500 Rabbinical leaders &nd scholars in Shangha;i for Japanese 
nationals in the ;1estern HeJJlisphere. As an alternative, the Depart­
ment and the Board are investigating the possibility of' the 
Japanese releasing this group, solely because of their ecclesiastical 
status, for transportation across Russia to a neutral country. The 
Vatican has been ver ;' active in this project. 

II. Relief Operations 

''\:_ 

A. .iar :_{efugee Board Feeding Programs. 

In June, 1944, after personal discussions 
of the British J.fu1is of Economic Warfare 

the Llri tish and can Blockade ship 300,000 
food p9.ckages from the United States to the International Red Cross 
for delivery by the latter organization to una:ssimilated per1lons. in 
-concentr<>.tion camps in Germany and German-occupied areq.s. These 
packages ·were f'inco.nced by an allocation from the Pre:;lident' s Foreign 
Helief l~und and were made up by the American R"'-d Cross which 
arrMged ·for sLipping along with prisoner of war supplies, 

ltecently, the British and American Blockade Authorities agr~ed to 
an excension of this program which is -about to get under way. It 
will also be financed from Gll allocation of ~>1,125 ,ooo made by the 

I 
I 
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President. 
American Red Cross, this sec:ond 
commercially for the Board by Treasury Proc~ur·.errterrt. 
will be lumdled by the American Hed 

B. Priv,~te Helief Programs 

Qqneral food package prozrams hav2 :)een developed \inder vtnich private 
iurre-.cic&.n or,;cnizations obtain .Zood in neutral countries for delivery~ 
to persons in Hazi territory. The most important programs are novr 
centering in Sv:eden where~ a fair:j.y. large..;scale operation is now 
uncier Tlay for inc.~ornees at Jerr;en El"llsen, a German concentration 
c2.lllp ne«~r Hanover, <}erman~r. The '.lor ld Jewish Congress is particu­
larly interested in kis ;Jrogr<'Jd and iks recently asked the Board 
to consiu.er its ex;Ja~ncion to be fin2nced with U. S. Government 
funds. :cood pa.cka~,;es a:·e also sent to Norway from S\'feden. 

III. Psychological ~;arfare Pro5ram 

f•.. \1ith the cooper2.ticn of' mn, '!:e have recently stepped up our 
psychological pressures on Uerm2Il are&s in the hope th<Lt a last 
r:1inute or:;,:; 0£' ')rut.alit;,r c:.;c.ins.t Jews by the Germans aay be fore­
stalled. 

B. Vllr represfmt,.tives in Sl'ritzerlillld and Sweden are now pushing ahead 
on t'·.is .=-rc,:ran t~rrou[h cl·.c.nnels c:vailD.ble to them. 

\'[a.r ;i.efuc;ee Boc.Td hc:.s overall res;Jonsibility for some 982 refugees 
brought f'ror;; Ito.ly la.st. August to Fort Ontario in Oswego, New York. 
The .Jar neloc;:tion Authority acllninisters the camp. All impo:rtant 
policy questions concernin::; these refugees are raised with the Board. 
(i,rs. iloosevelt visited the camp ''rith Mr-s. irorgenthau ]_ast fall.) 
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,.:abbis of the United States and Canada, 
l3~ Nassau Street, 
Hew York '/, l;, T, 

H;c;bbi Abraham Kalmanowitz 

-~gudas lsrael ·;;orld Organi2ation, 
:226 ·'rest 97th Street, 
fiewYork 25, N.Y. 

IilJ:·, Jacob ltosenheim, President 
;.,;;ichaei Tress-

Norld Jewish Congress, 
1834 :ko.::dway, 
l~ew York 23, :!. Y. 

Rabbi Stephen S. ;iise 
Dr. N ahur;, ::Joldmann 

Err,ergenc-.r ComL1ittee to S2.ve the Jewish People of Europe, 
25 -Jest 45th Street, 
i·-ie:vr York ,19, H. Y. 

Judge Bennett 

Hebrew Connnittee for ~~ational Liberation, 
2315 i.Bssachusetts Avenue, ,, • ''·, 
,,ashinLton 8, D. C. 

Peter E. 3ergson, Chairman 

175 East Broo.dway, 
New York 2, N.Y. 

Jacob Pat, Executive Secretary 
. Adolph Held, Chairman 

Zionist Organization of America, 
4l East 42nd Street, 
NewYorkl?, i~. Y. 

Dr. S. Bernstein 

I-!ebrew Sheltering and Inudgrant Aid Soci~ty (HIAS}, 
425 Lafayette Street, 
New York, H.· Y. 

Isaac L. i\sofsky, EXecutive Director 

,. 



General Federation of Jewish 
510 "dest ll2th Street, 
Neu York1 N. Y. 

Israel l.:erem;inski 
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OFRCE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

~~--- -

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE ~ESID!Nl 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D, C. 

MEMORANDUI TO THE 11/AR REFUGEE BOARD 

I hereby submit to you my resignation as 
Executive Director of the ~la.r Refugee Board 
effective immediately. As Assistant to the 
Secretary of the Treasury there has recently 
been assigned to me the supervision of the opera.­
tions of the Treasury Procurement Division, which 
includes the difficult task of disp~sing 6f the 
surplus consumer goods turned over to the Treasury 
Department by the Army and the Na.vy. In view of 
the increasingly heavy burdens imposed on me by 
thi~ new assignment, I have found it necessary 
to resign as Executive Director. 

It has given me deep personal satisfaction 
to have been a part of the vital work undertaken 
by this Government to save and protect the innocent 
victims of Nazi persecution. While many lives have 
been saved as the result of our efforts, we have~not, 
of course, met with complete success. However, I 
am proud of our achievements in the face of the 
difficulties encountered. 

I ha.ve been reluctant 
l~~--_______ __!_ie~auv~euD<heu1Qll~__QJ~IJ.lS~:u__L_I]Le_lllli1Ql"L-ant-____w;>-r-K~tl-l-(~:___::__ _ _____,~-~--

- remains to be done. I no longer this reluctance, 
·.however,- in view of Brigadier-General William O'D_wyer's 

willingness to assume the responsibilities of Executive 
Director. 

E 







~1rtue of the authority vedM 1n me by \he 

OonaUtut1on 11M le.vs of the Un.l.Ml4 ~tatee, 1t 1J btl'eby 

o~e.r&d as followel 

1. The war Refugee Board (h~relnaf~ur referred to 

au the lmr;z•d), &f-tablhhe4 or ixeout.tve OrdeP- No. 9417 of 

January 22, 1944, is terminated. The functions Qf the 

Boat'd and of the Enou t1 ve IH,r_eoto.r tllereot are abolished, 

oxoept to the extent that. they tu·~ tr~m~<tert'ed by th18 

order. '1'hc "i'Opll1rtiJ, funds, r&eol'dfl wld peraonnel or the 

Bourd &ro t~nnsferred aa bere1nafte.r 1nd1onte4. 

2. 1'he jeoretary of th~ 'freael.l.l"Y, ao\ing through * 
~'ore1gn Funds Control of tihe '1'1'easury Oepartm.ent, \dlloh 

h&e b9en handling ruira1n1atrat1veJ services tov tllo tloru'd, 

llhall wind u.p t.he atfa1rs of the iloard. Thls eball 1n­

clu4e, b~t not oe 11•1\ed to, the separation of any exce$s 

personnel of the l.lonrd from tho aervloe; She l1qU14at1on 

of obl1g~t1ona incurred by the tloard; the oatntenanoe of 

appropriation and other aooounta of the Bo&rdJ .the han411b8 

or reA14ual pay•roll matters or the Board, 1nol~d1n6 final 

Pnymento to emplo:yeee and aot1on requ.1n4 vitb respect to 

bonda,.u.nder the pay•roll deduoUon plan, withheld tllltes~. 

end r•oUremeftt -aoooWltGJ tJu1 ettcot1ng of oolleC)t.iono and 

of post•aud1t exo•pt1ona ~nd o1a1•e.of tho aoa~a and_the 

d1opos1t1on ot 1ho rooorda of the Board. All tunot1one ot 

the Board and of the ifixoo11Uve D1veotor thereof whlob are 

.. 

-_, 



neoeaaary to the etteo1ua11on ot tbe prov1o1ons of ~· 

paragraph are transferred to ~· ~eoretert of the freaauv,r. 

Tile fWlda, propovty, roeol'de and pol'eonnel ot tbttr Doawl 

shall be t.vanarerre4 tio the 'beaaurf DepaJ"\m•nt tor t.he 

r;uvpose of carrying oQt. ~he prov1B1one ot thb paragraph. 

3. Such f~artn&v moo.a\U'es and dispoai Uono as ma1 

be determined by ~e Director or the $Qreau of 'he ~~·' 

t.o oo necutuu•r to sffeo~uate the purposes nnd prov1done 

ot ~lh1s ordgr shall be cDrrled 011t .t.n euoh manner ae $e 

D1rootor may direct ~nd by euob agene1es na he maJ·dea1&• 

4. All ~r1or ~xeoutive Orders whiob are 1n oonf11ot 

with this order are aupene<led to the extent of aueb 

oont'l1ot. 

B. 'l'h18 ol'd&l' !lhall. uecome ettective al the o1oee 

of bue1nee~ aep\ember 16, l946. 

the Wh1\e Houoe, 

• 1940. 

,. 
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Certain 
Board. 

Mr. White, Mr. Dent, and 
an attQrney-conferee, at the 
tne above matter. 

We raised with Mr. Tholll8s the question of how to 
tila.t those employees on the roUe of the War Refugee 
of its abolition would not lose any crPdit for their unused annual leave. 
According to certain decisions rendered by the Comptroller General it 
anpeared that upoTl the te1'11lination of an agency its personn!31 were consi:.O. 
dered automatically separated from. the Federal Service and could not be 
paid for aey unused annual leave existing at t1:e date of the termin~tion 
of the agency. 

Mr. '!'llo!]'!as pointed out that under the new time and leave regri.lations 
(Executive Order No. 9414, dateri ,Tanuary 13, 1944), section :?..4 directs 
that an employee who is to be separated from the service sha.ll be entitled 
to trJe unused annu"ll leave standing to his credit, that the date of his 
sepsration shall be so fixed as to nefmit him to take such leave and that in 
no case sr.all th~>. separation become effective on a date prior to the date', 
of termination of such leave, unless the employee forfeits such leave in 
writing. Mr. Thomas felt that in veiw of t!le above regulation, the War 
Refugee Board nad, at the least, a moral obligation to see to it that none 
of its employees lost their unused annual leave upon the. termination of the 
agency. One way to provide therefor~. he pointed out, would be to postpone 
tie date of abolition of the agency until the annual leave of its employees 
had expired. I suggested as an alternative a provision in the Executive 
urder for the transfer of all personnel carried on the rolls ·of the War 
Refugee Board on the date of its abolition to the Treasury Department, 
w:1ich as liquidating agent could make provision for the separation of the 
personnel from the Federal Service (that is, if they could not obtain ne'!f: 
Federal jobs within thirty da.ys from the da:te of the Board's abolition),, 
and in doing so pay tnern in full for their unused annual leave. Mr~ Thomas 
·saw no ·reason why this couldn't be done and thought it would be more 
effective if, in the Executive Order, we:·mE~de a specific rflferemce to 
section 2.4 BO t.uat there would be no question of whe.t it was intended 
to ~ccomplish. Accordingly, I nave prepared such a provision in a draft 
of an Executive Order terminating the War Refugee Board. 

We also had occasion to discuss with Mr. Thomas the effect of the 
Russell amendment on the pe~ment by the Treasury Department, as liquidating 
al!:ent, from the Board's funds of obligations incurred by the Board prior to 
its termination. Mr. T l-"'E s was of the opinion tl1at the Russe].l amendme!)t 
did not forbid the liquidation of suc:'l obligations by th~ir payment after. 

' 
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221 1945. Tr4,s agrees with' 
Mr. Friedman and Mr. Mark!'i. Wb:en ! _ _ 
whether he thought tlia:t the Board's fund's. ceU:ld be­
Deuartment to nay the Board's former personnel 

· Mr~ Tnomas aunarently didnlt w.ish to -
a d:i:rect answer. 

/ s/ Mil ton Sargoy , 



Office of the 

1944, to take all measures within its power -to resO'Il£l :the vigt1,rn~ of' .. 

enemy oppressi~n in imminent danger of death and ;therwise to~af:f'ord. · 

such victims all possible relief and assistance consistent with the 

successful prosecution of the war; and 

1'fliEREAS the victories of the United States. and the other 

United Nations by crushing Nazi tyranny and aggression have halted 

the furthermurder, torture and oppression of innocent victims by 

the Nazis, their functionaries, subor.dinates and satellites and have 

.-

made possible the punishment of those guilty of these abominable crimes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by th13 

Constitution and.the statutes of the United States, as President of the 

United States and as Commander in Chief of the .iArmy and Navy, it is 

hereby ordered as follows: 

l. 

2. 

The War Refugee·Board is abolished. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service is charged· with 
War Relocation Authbrity 

the over-all responsibility for the Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort 

Ontario, Oswego, New York. The Immigratio:v..and Nat11ur~lization Service War Relocat~on Aut or1ty 

shall also have joint responsibility with the Department of Stat~ and 

pursuant to which 

tl!e refugees in the Emergency Refugee Shelter shall be returned·to 

their homelands after the war or admitted to such countries as may be 

willing to accept-them as immigrants. 

. ~ . ; . 
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render the continuance of such project 

that agency is authorized to dispose of the balance of $uch >rood. ucu.·.., .. ,, .... ., 

in any manner it sees fit, provided that such disposition shall bemgde 

in accordance with the terms and conditionsof the appropriation for 

Foreign War Relief, Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1944 (Public 
' 

Law 375- 78th Congress). 

4. The Foreign Funds Control, Treasury Department, is designated 

the liquidating agent to wind up the affairs of the War Refugee Board. 

For this purpose, there shall be transferred to the Foreign Fm1ds Con-

trol, Treasury Department, the Yiar Refugee Board 1 s property, records, 

equipment, funds (including all unexpended balances of allocations or 

other funds available) assets, obligations and liabilities of every 

kind. Upon the completion of the liquidation of the Board, all remain-

ing funds shall be transferred to the Emergency Fund for the President. 

5. To permit.compliance with section 2.4 of Executive Order No. 9414,. 

dated January 13, 1944; all personnel carried on the rolls of the War 

Refugee Board as of ----------------- , 1944, including those on 

terminal leave, shall be transferred to the Treasury Department where 

provision may be made for their separation from the service 

that ~uch separation shall not become effective prior to the date of 

termination of any unused annual leave standing to the credit of such 

personnel. 

.It 
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of such conflicto 
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of the President by ExeQUtiVe 01>4 .. 941'1. 

all measures within its power t.., 1"1JSOU.tit thl! vtot!.ms 

imminent danget' of death· e..~d othlmdse to atto'f/d.rsuoh· .. t.ft~l ....... , 

relief and aat~intance oonstetent with the S1tC~IJo&ful prostum.t~ol\ ot thl,_t · 

and 

ltHEID:lAS the vtctoriea I'Jf the TJnt ted Stnt$S and the other United Uatione 

by crushing Nad t:vronf!¥ and ~esion have halted. the further mu1"4er, 

tortlll"e and oppre~Jnion of innocent viatlfi!S by .. the Wallie, their funetlonartf)f, 

subordinates and uatellUeo amt1Jan made possible the punishment of those 

~~l t:r ~t these abominable crimea; a.--L 

NeW,, T}I:JR'IDFI"1RE, by virtue Qf· the autwtv veste4 in me by the. Oonatt­

tution and thl!l statutes "' the United Sta'•"• part!culorl;r the Aot of 

December 18, 1941, entitled 111'1ret \lar Powera Act, 19419 (Publln r,av 384.,. 

· 77th Congress), as 'Pl-es14ent of' the United States rmd u On~~~mant\er tn Ohlet . 

of the Army and Navy • 1t h hereby orrllft"tld ae tol.lowbl 

·1. !he War Refugee :Soard h a'boliohed. 

a. '!he Wnr Relooa.Uoil Au'bor1ty ahall be charged w1 ~ the oTer .. all 

reapon$ib1ltty tor the Em~en~ RefUgee Shelter at Fort Ontarlo. o~. 

Mew Y/)rk. 'i'he War Relooailon Authority lilhall Blt~o have Jot.nt reepon'*lbllit~ , 

w1 th the D01m1~tment of State o.n<l the De~>artment of .Tuattce tor f'ormulatbrg 

plana pureuant to whio}\ the ret'ttgMs in th~ 'lBmergenoy Retugee SluiJlter shall be 



1'elurned to their homelands after the VOl" or•, ~i!:rll•t•~, tc1· ~itibl~ ,~~Q'Illftl~'ae• '';S:.~ 

au rna,y be willing to accept: them ~ '-mmigrn»t$~ 

3. ~be fre9.U\lcy' Depnrtlient.1livtaion ot 7ore1gn 11\mlis uQ!lLtJ'I)l~' 
. . 

\dml w}l the af-fairs of the War Refugee Boar«. l'o~ thh p\lrp{}se. t~.ft 

shall be tranof.n•red to tim Treasury Department. Division of Yol'eign ~h · 

Ot>ntrol, th.e Har Refugee :Boar4•r:t pt'operty, reeords .. eqlll})ment. f\).n4e 

~ 1nol'll41ng B.!. .I.. unuptm«e« uat.anaes oY ru J.ocf~Q.onu ..,.,. owi- 4.~;.. . ...;,_.,-.,,~,..,\.:. 

assets, obligations and liebilitiea of every h"ind. Upon the compl,.-toa of' 
-d:d.4. 

the liquidatian of the Boat"d, ali 1\rP.maintng fund a ahall be trtmsf'M'red to 

~~ Emergency lrund r,r the Prsa14ent. I 
~. -~ 

,-- ~S: kay provision of ony prior E:xecntin Orcler or memorandum of t_he 

.,./ Prasident, including the memonmdlm dated June s. 1944, to the Seeretru'te• 
_J~ 

of War, U~Wy and Interior, the Director of the Judget and EXeout1'1'8 

Director t>f the \-lar R•tugee Board, tn conflict w1 th thle o1'4er is &Ufl$1'1184ed to 

the ""'••• ot aucb ~u... I · · . . 
I ~ .. Il'i D. RMSEVl!!l}l 

MJM&l-kethm4 9/12,44 



relief and assistance consistent with the 

WHEREAS the victories of the United States and the other Unit~ Nations 

by crushing Nazi tyr&nll1' and aggression have hal ted the ftnother: murcler, 

torture and oppression of innocent victims by the Nazis, their functionaries, 

subordinates and satellites and have made possible the puni8hment of thoee 

guilty of these abominable crimes; 

NOW, !I!1Dil!lJ'ORE, by virtue of the authority vested i,n me by. the Ooutt..: 

tution and the statutes of the United States, pal'ticul.ar!y the Act ot 
December 18, 1941, entitled ":rirst War Powers Act, 1941• (Pu.bl:l.c Lav 354 -'.-c; · 

77th Congress), as P:resident of the United States and as Oc>mma.nder·in ~iB.t 
of the ArUI¥ and NaV7, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

·1. !rb.e War Refugee Board is abolished. 

2. The War Relocation Authority Elhall be charg"- owtt:ti:'*-h~_.:ov~r..:.di 
relponsibility for the Emergenoy Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario,.OavegO, 

llev York. The War Relocation Authority 8hall &lao have joint res:Ponsib1Ut:,·· 
. . . . -with the Department of State and the Dep•tment of Justic' ·1,'().1" f!»rm\il-."ting··· · . 

plans pursuant to which the refugees in the Emergency Retugee Shelter shall be· 

,_. 

- .--.~~~--



3. The !reaaury Depart!llet~··· Division 

wind up the affairs of the War RefUgee :Board. 

shall be transferred to the !reasury Departllient. Dirleio~ of l'~tl~lii2n 

Control, the War Refugee :Board's property, records 1 equipinen11, 

(including all U%1.expended balances of allocations or othel' funds av~lableh 

assets, obligations and liabilities of ~ery kind.. Upon the completion of 

the liquidation of the :Board, all remaining ~s shall be transferred to 

the Emergency Jund for the President. 

4, Any provision of· any prior Executive Order or memorandUm of the 

President, including the memorandum dated June 8, 1944, to the Secretaries 

of War, Na:vy and Interior, th~ Director of the Jmaget a:nd lkeo:uttn ·. 

Director of the War Refugee :Board, in conflict wi th this order .is superseded· to 

the exte~t of such conflict. 

TKIIl. WHITE HO'Q'~;Il 
1944 

J'IUNKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

.-·.,: ~ .. · .. ·····. 
~. 

' 



FROM Mr. White 

Re: Liquidation of 

Conference held in Mr. Marks' office on October 31, 1944, 

Present: Messrs, Anthony Bryan and Clyde Dunn, Bureau of the Budget; 
Messrs. James Dent and Frank Gatchell of the Budget and Finance Section of 
Foreign Funds Control; and Messrs. White and Marks of the War Refilgee Board, 

Mr, Dunn, Liaison Officer between the Bureau of the Budget and the 
War Refugee Board from its inception, is resigning from the Bureau. He 
requested that this meeting be held in order that Mr. :Bryan~ his successor, 
obtain first-hand knowledge of the problems involved in the contemplated 
liquidation of the Board. 

The representatives of the Bureau of the Budget stated that if 'the 
War Refugee Board were to remain in operation aftf'lr January 21, 1945, it 
would be necessary under the Russell Amendment as they interpreted it, to 
obtain either a Congressional appropriation or an antnorization !rom Congress 
perm! tting the expenditure of f~ds by the ''Board. Any such rectuest would, in 
the opinion of Messrs. Dunn and :Bryan, have to be presented before December 1 
of this year, They emphasized, therefore, the necessity for determination by 
the Board whether it intends to request a Congressional appropriation ~r 
authorization for the expenditure of funds. Both representatives of the Bureau 
of the Budget were in agreement that no appropriation or authorization from 
Congress was necessary if the :Board's activities, after January 21, 1945, were 
restricted to the lictuidation of obligations incurred previous to that date. 

I have since received a telephone call from Mr. :Bryan who stated that 
he raised the above question with Mr. Carr, one of the members of the Legal 
Division of the Bureau of the Budget. Mr. Carr advised Bryan that the Bureau 
of 1i,he Budget is now preparing the various appropriation bills and intends to 
have them before the Congressional Committees by November 14,-in order· that 
Cong~ess may have time to consider and act on these bills before December 15. 
Mr. Carr seemed to be of the opinion, according to Bryari, that unless reque-sts 
for a Congressional appropriation or aut horiza.tion WJ're' presented to the 
Bureau of the Budget before November 14, it would be extremely difficult to 
o.btain favorable Congressional action in time. ~tr. Bryan urged, ther..,fore, 

,a.,, 

. ' 



. · . 

. ·. . . Mr. Bryan. also railled with. Mr. 
obligatior;s incurred. previous to·January 
certain on this point, he was inclined to 
tiona into two categories: 

{1) Anobligation such as an agreement to purchase a 
typewriter, which is concluded before January 21., 
but which cannot be executed .until after Januaey 
21; 

(2) An obligation such as. a promise to a foreign 
government to reimburse it for expenses incurred 
in the care of refugees admitted into that country:. 

Carr apparently felt that in order to liquidate obligations of the 
second type after January 21, it might be necessary to qbtain a Congressional 
appropriation or authorization, as such obligations inight take years to liquid.;; 
ate and ·migh1) therefore be used as a means of circumyenting the Russell 
Ameudmen t. · "' 



Mr. Pehle 

Mr. i'lhite 

Fe: Liou,idation of the ~!Rr Refugee Board 

Conference held in Mr. Markll 1 office on October 31, 1944, at 9:30' a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Anthony Bryan and Clyde Dunn, Bureau of the Budget: 

Messrs. James "i":•~nt and Frank Gatchell of the Budget and Finance Section of 

Foreign Funds Control i and Messrs. 'iihi te and Marks of the War Refugee .Board. 

Mr. Dunn, Liaison Offtoer between the Bureau of the Hudget and the 

War Refugee .Board from its inception, is resigning from the Bureau. He 

requested that this meeting be held in order that Mr. Bryan, his succesl!or, 

obtain flrst-h<>n'l knowled;'e of the nrobleills involved in the contelllOleted 

liquid!!tion of the Doard. . . 

'!'he rel)rer>entatives of the .Bureau of the Budget stated th.ttt if the 

11ar Refu;>,.e J!oard were to remain in operation aftl'!r January 21, 1945, it 

would be n!'ICeBMry under the Russell Amenllment as they interpreted it, to 

obtain Pi ther a CnngresoionDl ap>oroprietion or an authorization from Congress 

permitting the e xpenciiture of funds by the :Boal'd. Any such reilueat would, in 

the opinion of l'·eoors. Dunn and~Bryan, have to be presented before DeQember 1 

of this year. '!'hey elll})haili zed. therefore, the necessity for determina'tion by 

the Board whether 1 t 1nhnds to reQuest a Congressional a:pnropriation or 

authorization for the expenditure of funds. Both representatives of the Bureau 

of the Budget ~ere in agreement that no appropriation or authorization from 

Congress wa11 necessary if the Board's activities, after January :n, l945~cwere 

reetrict~d tn thP. ~1nuidation of obligations incurred previous to that date. 

1 hav" slnce rectliv:~>d a telepho"le call from Hr. Dryan who stated that 

he raieed the above question ..,1 th f.\r. Carr, one of the members of the r•egal 

Division of' the Bureau of thPJ Dudp;et. !·!r. Carr A.dvlsed B:cyan that th~ llureau 

of the Budget is now preparing the various appropriation bills and intends to 

heve tl>~>rn bP;fore the Congressional Committees by November 14, in ordel' that 

Cong'!'ess mRy have time to oonAider and act on these bill·& before Decer~ber 15. 

lt.r, Carr S!lem!'ld tn be of thP on;inion, aceo:rding to Bryan, that unless req.ueets 0 

for· a Congressional anpropr1at1on or authorization were presented to the 

Bureau of the Budget before november 14, it would be extremely difficult to 

obtain favorable Congressional action in time, Mr. Bryan urged,· th~refore,. ;.--

1 
I 
J . 

. -T 
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Mr. Bey-an e,!fjo> raised with Mr. Carr, 
oblig~tions incurred .previous to Janu.11:rY 21• 
certain on this point, he was inc11ned to ilt'vide -'-'·-•~···-• 
tiona into two oategori~BI 

(1) An obligation euch as an agreement to put"chaee il 
type,1r1ter, .which is concluded before Janu.ar,y 21, 
but which cannot be executed until at.ter January 
21; 

(~~) An obligation such as a :promise to a foreign 
government to reimbu~se it tor expensee incurred 
in the care of refugee a admitted into that country. 

Cnrr apparently felt th~t in order to liquidate obl1~at1ons of th• 
second type after January 21, it might be neoessar,v to obtain a Congressional 
B'PJ'ro-priation or authorization, a!" such oblig~;~tions mi~ht take )"P-&1'8 to Uttuid­
ate and might therefore be uud as a mea.nn of o1rcumv8nt1n.r, the Ruuell · 
Amendment. 

MJMarks:DWh\te:agr 10/31/44 
~ "rJ,u.r 





FROM B • Ak!lin 

Re: What further can be done to·aave the 
Ax?s terri to~ 

I ( (l) Further emphasis could be placed on Red Cross and neutralli!'lP to; 
,:;v\and supervision of, Hungarian Jew!'J deported to Gernw.n-held areas. This is essen .. 
· / 'tial. since such deported Hungarian Jews, numbering well over 100,000, represent 

'·· · the largest numerical group of Jews still living in Axis territory. 
I 

J 

:::_· . (2) Insi st!.nce could 1 be placed o.n Red Oro ss and neutra7 supervision ·of the Ghettoes of Lodz and Theresienstadt. In these two localitles there are v o be found the la. rgest numerical concentrations of Jet't'S .. in Axis terri to. ry 1 an. d ... ·· 
he survival or extermination of their inmates involves the lives of about 100,000 ersons. 

· . . . (3) Insistence could be placed on speedy .and determin,ed pressure by · the Department of State for an unequivocal declaration of the Wlf.r Crimes Commis­sion that extermination and cruelties against Jews of whatever nationality by · Axis agents are punishable as \'t'ar crimea. To be effective, such pressure would Y have to pe undertaken simultaneously by instructions to the United States dele.., ' gate on the Commission and by representations to other governments participating in the Commission asking them to instruct their delegates similarly. The sig.;;., ,, ' nificance of this step lies in its possible preventive effect. · 
(4) T'he food package program conld be continued,. and.- if possible~;:.· . . further expallded. Thia 1 s important not. only in view of it a effect .on the siJr~ ' viW.l of the 'J.nde~nourished inmates of various detention and labor camps1 but also as a means of maintaining, however incoll!Pletely and indirectly, the Red' · Cross contact with, and supervision of. such camps. 
(5) The device of "eligibility for exchange" could be fully utilized for all nationals and claimants to the nationalities of American republics and for persons who have a right to admission to such 'repub,lics, as well~ as the~r immediate relatives. This applies to tho so ... called 11Ll!tin Amer~can pasaport holclers11 - seemingly numbering a few thousand, ~s well as to our own "lapsed visa( and non-quota and preference-quota cases~ From recen~ Bern dispatches 



v 

. . 
. -.- _----

it appears that eligibility for .. .~~...,w:m~;c 
\•rhich the> Germans ire prepared to 
The basiS for such action is 
6. and A-540 of november 9 t~ Bern. 

(6) Representations could be 
view to get it similarly to emphasize the eli~ibili ty for 
certificate holders and of close relatives oi' subjects 
various parts of the British Empire and its mandated 

(7) The St.,edish, S\'>'iss, Spanish, PortUo.OUese, and Turkish Govilr.runerrts 
could be encouraged to continue actively intervening on behalf of persons with 
protective papers and visas issued by these coUhtries, and to continue intel'..;, 
ceding 'more generally on behalf of all other Jews in Axis terri tory. Contact 
could be maintained \'lith the Va.tican t'>'ith a. view to encouraging it to continue 
its own intercessions. 

' (8) Since the situation clearly points to growing confusion and di~ 
versit;r of views with respect to the Jewish question \rlthin the ranks of Axis 
officialdom, all channels could be utilized to approach, formally or informally, 

~ locc:•.l as well as central Axis officials. To this effect, unofficial COD.tects . 
through neutral sources, which he.ve already pro~n its worth in many cases, 
could be continued on a broad scale, especially in Sweden and Switzerland. 
In addition, radio and pamphlet channels, which have lately been neglected, 
co~d again be utilized, and, to make this possible. our contacts with the 
O.W.I. which, it would seem, have been allowed recently to lapse, could be 
vigorously renewed. 





TO 

FROM . 1ti.ss Hodel 

Re: Pending Projects and Operations 

I. Operations in Switzerland 

a. Saly l•.ayer ne gotiations to save Jews 
areas. 

b. Small, specific rescue programs of private 
through Board Ftepresentative McClelland. 

c. Continual representations to and pressure on Swiss Government and . 
International tted Cross for assistance in various measures.designed 
to protect persons in enemy territory. 

d. t:vacua.tion of refugees from Switzerland in order that more refugees-c~c · 
may enter Switzerland from enemy ierritory. l;iovement of 1672 · 
Hungarian Jews who arrived in Switze;rland in August and December 
1944 now being worked out vd.th ·,'far Department arid UNRRA. 

e. Relief projects - extension of private feeding ari.d clothing progTams • 
. . 

II. Operations in Sweden 

~· Rescue from Baltic areas 

b. .Rescue from Norway 

c. Pressure on Swedish Governme~t for af§sistance in our various 
"protective-" programs. 

• d. Relief programs 

·~-

1. · Food packages to Norway 

2. Development of fairly large-scale package program for internees 
at Bergen Belsen. 

3. Importance of Sweden as for_warding depot for large part o:f first 
War Refugee Board food package program. 

-·-·~--~----··-

. -~ 
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IV. 

The rescue 
impractical 
and part of null>'cu·v 

Bom:d 1 s office ·~~,,.,..~<-. .,." 

The Board 1 s representative in London is 
British concerning various phases of our pro grains and, in ·P~tr1•i(li;:iJ~~;:. 
the problem of Palestine certificates for. refugees. · 
relief programs of Polish War Relief, Czechoslovak 11.\:l.J.J.~.L 

other labor projects are coordinated under the Board 1 s 

V. Rescue by means of l<::Xcha~ .. ge 

a. Persons in enemy territory· who are close relatives o£ citizens or 
residents of the United StCJ.tes. As the result of measures de­
veloped by the Dosrd, persons who under our statutes are entit:Ied · 
to non-quota or preference quota im111igration visas have been de­
clared eligible for exchange, if they are in enemy-controlled 
territory and are victims of enemy oppression. Lists of such 
persons are continuously being supplied to the Board's representa7'· 
tivea in Switzerland and Sweden for transmission to the. Gerl)an · 
authorities. 

b. Jews holding '.Wad hoc 11 Latin American passports. Two. exchange pro.,. 
jects are now being developed: (l) 50-75 of this category Cl,re 
expected to be exchanged as part of a large exchange :in Switzer• 
land in January 1945; (2) about ,300. of this category (including 
the Vittel group) are involved in an exchange ncrr being planned 
to follow the foregoing exchange. 

c. Exchange of Jews in enemy territory for German nationals in Rwnania. 
Project still under study. 

d. 500 Rabbinical leaders and scholars in Shanghai. Possible 
of this group for 500 Japanese in Perunow urideli?' study. 

VI. War Refugee Board Feeding Programs 

a. Europe - extension of first project to send .300,000 packages 
assimilated persons in German concentration camps~ · · 

b. Far East - In view of the reported success of the Aloorican Red 
Cross project to send food to .American civilian and military. 
prisoners in the .F'ar East, we are now exploring possibilities 
sending packages tp some 2o,ooo~refugees in Shanghai • 

. ' 



VIII. 

War Refugee Board has overall responsibility for ...... ., .... v"'"'• 
New York. Close cooperation with War Relocation: .... ucuu.vJ."-

Illiriisters the Shelter. 

IX. Service to Private American Relief Agencies 

a. 

b. 

Development of private rescue and relief programs 
of the issuance of the necessary licenses. 

The furnishing of various reports and information received 
to the agencies here. 

c. The sending and receiving of messages ~ thro\lgh War Refugeef~oar-d · 
facilities on behalf of the private agencies. 

X. Service to other Government Agencies Interested in Ref-ugee Matters•· 

·-~ 

a. Copies of weekly reports of the Board are f-urnished.State, Wax~ 
TreaS\lry, FEA and Interior. 

b. OSS and other agencies frequently call on us for information iil 
o-ur files. 

c. V'fe are now preparing a summary report 
activities. 

II 

·.=·• 



Miss Hodel 
-./ ·. ' .· .. · . . . - . -_ .. · ·- • .. 

Rea Pending Projects and Operations of \Viii' Rei\lit~ ~ttt"d 

I. Operations in Switzet"land · 

a. SaJ.y Mayer ne- gotiations to save 4en Stll'Viving in _ OerinaJl..;c(ltitrolltd 
areas •. 

b. small, epeoitio rescue programs of private- organihtione - coordinated 
through Board Representative lloOl.elland. · -

c. Continual representations to and pressure on SWiss Government_ S~Jd 
Intemational Red Cross for assistance 1n various meaaure&,fdetdgrled 
to protect persons in enemy- territory. -

d. Evacuation of refugees from Switzerland in order that .Ore ~e!Qgeea 
may enter SWitzerland from enemy territory. Jtovament o£16?2 · 
liung8l'ian Jews who arrived 1n Switserlend in AufPI&t and December 
1944 now being workoo out with War Depai"tlllent and tJNRRA.-

e. Relief projects - extension of private feeding and clothing programe. 

II. Operations in Sweden 

a. Reacue trom Baltic areas 

b. Rescue from Norway 

o. Pressure on Slladish Government for asalatan.,. in ·()us> Various ·. < :. 
11proteot1 ve" · ·progr8lll8. · 

d.. Relief programs 

1. Food packages to Nol'lfay 

2. l:levelopment of fairly large-scala paokage program for internees 
at· Bergen Bel.aen. · · · 

3. Importance of Sweden as forwarcStn.-t depot for large part of t!X'st . 
War Refugee Board toad package pro_grq, 



- - - -~ . - - - . . - . -- - . - - -. 

. The ;rescue of- ··~frif~·-· to . Turk~i ~ ~~BJl.l)r~on1•r'O:llf:ldai't-.• impracUcal and, \lllf'ea&ible in -.taw 1:~b~1'~~~~t;~~~)~~-~~~~·~·-~~~·~;~,;f,.~;-·(··-···-·'···· and part o.f HungfU7 by the liqs•~ -ar'l!l'T~ 
Board's offic~ in turkey WiU qlo.,, veey ............ ~-. 

IV. Operations in London 

The Board's represa1tafiive in Lortdon is handl~ reratl()ns-~~~-tl\- , . British concerning various phases of our progr~s and, ili'l)artiClp..ar, the problem of Palestine eerti&-.tes . for refug418s. . Ttie ~ll.,""-ft e,nd.· - , . relief programs of Polish War Relief, O.eeho8l.ovak Relief )111d s•veral­other labor projects are coordinated under the ~oard •e reprli1Jel1taUve• . 
v. Rescue by me~ of Exchange 

a. Persons in enemy territory who are close relatives ot citizanll or residents of the United States. As the result of Jn8asures d~ veloped by the Board, persons who under our statutes are en~tled. to non-quota or preference quota imlld.gration visas haVe been de­clared eligible for exchange, if they are in enemy-c~tr<>lled terri:DoJ7 and are victims of enemy oppression. Lists ot euch persons are continuously being supplied to the Board's rep~senta.- "-­tives in SWitzerland and Sweden for transmission to the-~ authorities. 

b. Jews holding '~~ad hoc" :Latin Amrican passports. T;,o exch8Jlge pr~ jeats are now being develop~d· (1) so-75 of thi.s category are expected to be exchanged as part of a larlr!l exchange 1n fllritzer­land in January 1945J (2) abou~ 300 of ~his category: (inclu<.fh.g the Vittel group) are involved in an excbanlle nC'M' being planned " to follow the foregoing exchange. 

c. Exchange of Jeq in enemy- territor,y for German nat-ionals in }luman1a. Project still under stud,y. · · · · · 

d. 500 Rabbinicalleaclers and scholars itt Sh&l_lgha1. Pqasi,bl.e e~hangt:· c - .•.. of this group for 500 Japanese 1n Peru now wder atudi ~ · · · · · 
VI. Wal" Refugee Board. Feeding. Programs 

a. &lrope ~ extension of first project to send 300,000 packages· to un­asaimilated persons in German concentration camps. 

b. Far East - In view of the reported success of the American Red cross project to send food to American oivUian and m:Uitary · · -prisoners in the Far East, we are now exploring JlOI!I,ibUitiee of sooding packages to soiiiG 20,000 re!)tgeee in Shangh&i. 

.If 



c<vii;~P~l~~J~i~i~i&l'i,~o~~ ~ .·. 

•• (., ·~~==~~!~u··e···l·r.ll·· liS. IJ.Ih.s9t:u8~;~;~~:t)~.~~t, l!l~~~h._q!'~t·~~+~ 
odr representative$ in SWitzerl.a~d · 
on. thiS program thro~gh ch~a · cu."'AL'"'"""· t.•O' 1~eaJ''" 

.. vfti~ Emergency ~fugae Shel~i· at Os'lfego . 

IX. Service to Private Alnerioan Reiiet Agencies 

a. Developnient of private rescue and relie.f prograJIIS and the tacillt•t.:big · 

of the issuance of the necessary li~enees. · · · ·· · · · · 
. 

-
b; . The f'urnishin_g.'of ·.~rio~s reports and :Snforination received .traa a~Q&~ .. 

to .the agencies here.. · 

: • • • • ·- c • • -' • ' • ' ' • •I -.'3 ~": • - - - • 

. c.· The sending and receivin~r of messages ~ th'l'Ough War Refugee BOar4 

facllitie_s: on behalf of. the private ·agencies. . 
- ~-"'-- .. 

Servic~ 'to 9tner GoVQ~t.:-~A:g~gi~s I~t81'ested in. Refugee Jratt~ra. < 

• • • - •' - > - • -• ' • • ' • • • r. • ~ o • • -
'-- • ' • • 

a. : C:Opie,s- of weekl,i repo~1>'s of 'the .Board ar~ :.furniShed· fltate •. war,. 

· · .. ·. Treiuiury, FEA and~Inter.~or. ~: · .. ·. · . · · . . · ' ·· · ... 

. . . · b ~ : o$8 ·~d . other . ag.ci~~ fr~u~nu; . Cali on U8 . for. y blforniatlqn- to· 

our fil".•~ · · · · · · · · · · · 
--..: 

' .,;.- . _, 

-c •. : We alfe· ~oW'· pre~r_u;;g ~• s~ r~p.~t of al{ W~r·:·J{~tug~,·iioard. 
: activi:t~s··· ·.' ·. ·.. .. .. ·. ·. · · : ·'-, ·. ;" · · · < :·· ,,, ~-:· ·'·: · .. · · 

. -.·· 

•' _.';1- ..... 

. ~ - . •-'-

... --. _t 

< <- -·· 
,:: ·,! •. , .... 

.. .~- ' ... 

- . ~ . 

'·'- .: 

'. 

:· .. 

"·,:···; 
:. ' .·-- - "1. • :'"~--- -

' '!- . ~ :··_· ,, . 

. ~ ·.• . ! ' '~- ,• : 

-•· .. -
~---- .. 

-,_.-- .. 

:-. 

I,,,· 

. -:. ~-

.. ' ., ~ . ...~ - . . ~ . . . . ·: .. 
I' • ; 

. ; 

. , . 
. . -~ .. 

... I 

'. 
-~ - . ~ 



() 

" 



J. w. PE"thle 

For.y.our information: 

__, You may not h&ve ~o1i11;)eci thatcGOterno~; ... 
Dewey, in h1s speech last n~gli1i, 1r.rolude4,·t~e~ •QB• · 
1n h1s l1et1ng of ageneles or the ~mlnlstr•t.~pn ..... · . 
•now opera t1ng wholly or p~tlJ all ovel' t.ht .]fol'"lch tJ· · 
This afternoon Jonathan Daniels oal.led me tl'Oil tij:e 
'nlh1't.e House and asked me how aan1 rep~ese11taU.vefj 
we had abr4ad. 'l'he score 1$ five p~f.ef:41ona1 . 
people· and three secretaries. 

Dani.els told me that )le was l)e't.tlilS 
material for a reply to Dewe7 who ha(J'elngled Qut 
several agencies which had little or taO personnel · 
abroa4. · · 

JWP:dg 10/l?/44 
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GOP Candidate Says Presid(lrttRel~ased Delano Reoort)/Z 
Containing .Same Ideas Advan~ed by 

By the Asi>Oelated Prtu. 

is st~~L~~::;~~c~~~ ·-;[o:o;;~ 
paign_ address here last night bll 
Gov. Thoma3 E. Dewev of New • 
Y.r;Jrk, the Republican pre3iden~ 

- tiaZ. candidate. 
·Fellow Americans: 

happy to 
to' carry 

c~mJ 

~ 

·-:.~. .. I: 
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\ 
1 
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liiSS ANNE lAUGHLIN 
PONTIAC HarEL 
QSWEG0

1 
!.rg--n YORK 

In creating l'ffiB President deolaredr 11It :t:s -the pol.icby of this O<mmaettt to tllk• 

allmsasures within its power t~ rescue the victims at e111ifll\V oppression who are in 

· iDJn:1,nent danger of death and otherwise to afford such victims all possible relief end 

assistance consistent with the suc~ssf'ul. prosecu.tlc:m. ot the .ar.u 

With small staff in Washington, bandful or able representatives in strategic uau.tral 

countr.Laa, Board bas carried on a host or activities in ~.t'.t rescue and psychologl.cal 

" -
. 

warfare- all dssi@ed to save lives of persecuted people. B:J.toscbnrann1 McClelland, 

"CD.i!e~ Dexter 1 Aokel'III!UUl. 

Idi'e-saving in" an occupied country dl.mlnga war not s1ql:l.e :matter~,, All"~er ~ 

Board has earrl.ed on its wl'k with the 'great care necess1117in cO!!Ip].Qx ~arat~ons. It" 

" bas participated in rescue or thousands from Balkana across tbe Black ~ to Jlalestine, 

1n"rescue of many over the w;rennees to and thl'ough Spain and ~U£tali1n relie.f"<\f · 

lllll!ly wary-victims of Hitler's persecution who bad found sanctuary in Snden aM< 

Switcsrland. lluJIIan1a induced to p~~X'III.t retum of Tl'flllll'liat:r.l.an eJilea. ~nl has 

~rat«tin·'establishing re
~gee C8llpJ 1n Africa and, through ""'sident•a leadersldJ;I,. 

one he~. It"has taken thli'lead in:se!IU.ng fOod padcages .frollltld.e count~ to helltlass_" 

. . " "- I " -· . . . . . .. . _·.: . 

tate~· in Europe~ ·camps. In i&mgal'lan cruu :lt todt Jlli.rJy st.pa wbf.ch tmdoubtedl,y 

bel~ siay deportation Of JeW& and r.lieve theil' ccmdi.t.t.m,. It. bll,a used all the old 

teclmiql.iee aild invented some new ones. Applied allot thelll tot~, s~ or human life. 

With cooperatiOn of otbiiJ." American rePJ.blJ.~, Board lUia. __ Jif&de · et.renuau& e£toz-b!J 

.- - . - -
. ':··. -·. 

t~ safeguard li"'!NJ of ~veNt' thcuse.Dde • by 9l1D means or· !mother bad .se~ passport-s 

. . 
_._, 

- -
. 

. ,{ 
·! ., 



and Clbbar (\Q~W iatli.Uid 1n the. nrnes ot e. ®II\~· of Lllt.~can counbltts. WS$h 

cooparation or s~te ~ prog~ · t\!wised ani fllllt .in oporution c:ol~ttd to 

facUltate J'Qscue of ~E&llat1;ds1 wJ.:ves, ob1lth'Gll am ~e of A~Mrlcan oitfsen,IJ flrld 'ld.'ftl 

8JIIl ebU.dNn of aliena J'G~ 1n 'bh1.e ~!'¥• SiiiU.ar p~ ~ for pwtec\Un 

.or tbese to wan ta1'1c!An ~t.iotl vi(l!Ml bt\d been issuod after July 1, 1941 wt. uh01 

~ or war eomtiUODS b.a'l!'e ooen Wl!lbln to COJM to tbio countrt. 

Aid broutht to ,:~c J&lfll th\'tl'J.Kb <JOopt'll'iltion of Hpmlsh rum l'Ol'hUSUWle 

~ 'llhiob
1 

t.hrcnsh tnte~on o1' Va~can, •• pe~ to n1~e 

l"dJ,,C'ii''S117Jli.1i;; tor than exU.es of 450 ~IU"fJ ~. 
Shipping. Kt'forliS to 1100\U'G ~comuqt .fJ."'lli ~lw.nlll tov ohi.pna Jl'Wdl S8a failed• 

SMver, on April 7 ~t:BA t\rrl.Wd in Itltlll'\Wl oa~g 21.4 J&ntlh 1.'\9~ tna 
~tA. CoiN\\OJ'IOUll!Bilt or rosmw tl.Wiffic ~1htoh wmr :tn~muptet'Lt~gh. !t"f 3~ .tu.tq 

· ·i~SddDA or reauue Bb11'• Revived in ~ attor 'l'ulb J'l'!#nrd.lit..td rtvo Elllfll1 sbt:pt to be 

:'11t114 1n ~"" aol"'iiio•• In Auguat. ClDII ot t.bel!D1 t.oo L~, ll'tnt. dOiln \lndGr aemm 
ebllWiN and mo~"e tht.m 250 peasons~J'S periubtd• 

as.nce deoi&1on to b1'11.1g ~ton,. ~t&:d.o IQI!\\l c(lltlt:.rien 1n poi!itton to Cl8l'e 

'tw ~fl....;ea Ofll'llrl.Jm theil' d(JQ):il• HrlM.oh a.g~~ t.t) ~ ~ ~ T~';f.~tMb\ In tt'b1B. 
capa.blla of accommoda:tiing EIOVGX'D.l .1-l!OWU\lld,. li'l'Ot~ch !ifp.V.Jed to eci:.aWnb ~rge c~ ma¥' 

· Jlld1S,ppe¥ille in Algew•• !!$d.~ a&r(led lio eott1hliab fle!lllJOt~ ~WM !Ol•. J~h . . 

~ .. 
oreateat otngle pl"Clbl«t ~irlu wna in I~:cy:,. . Ptdl'e9£'· 'll.<d.~a Jl0r:teCUt.$.GD 

f~ild b,f IIu\'l!JE>.rlru'• ~llillll't t\17'/Ql'it!Mltb ain~J.ct ~1'. ~nu tnt.o ~ 2.)1 ~'!lh uripl\1~ 
VI ~ · exeapt ant!,;.Semitlsm f1t na.as.s tl~vcs. OOQ1QOO iJ~ ;Ln .li'ullg~ll',Y faced 
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annU:dlaticrl• lhne!UY wh\.ch l'Y'..d bclen 4\ 1".f.lli!l*'lWJ' tHlne~ t01l1!1111V' l'el\Jgees i\<Oia Po1ID4 

ard otoor countri.fls booemo l!Dl7.'der chamber 0'16~. 
OpposiRJ thia owe'l.tq WR'B sot in 1110M.on ~tic Cli1)8l'CLtlonso 'llaToh 24• leee t1l8D 

a Vl98k after lUis murehed :1.fttc\ llmgar'f 1 tho Prerd.den\ 1lll.I'JI8d Oe~ on:\ tl:u satell1W 

of consequences of f\n'tJier -pOftle(lllt1ornl of Jews an:l other ~. Bwea ~ 
Aff'ni.ru CQB!dttoo tmd Stm;:l.t.e Foreif.ln P>Glatiooa Camlit.tuo ~ ~ otue1tUso 

U
0 

8 • fOl'Wllnled wam!.ne to Hlmgt:U.'!an t;(JV19n')l'IY)nt. fle<.'Mtnr.Y 1b'U lUli An\hi'IW Eden 

~ Ibtign:ry's mutal p,n)g1'0illo Vat.\(lli!U used ltD po!lltr and p~ i\l2lt. 

Archb1ohop Spel.l!am.. K:tng of 9\Gden pa~ ~· v!th Hat>tby. 

" 

Perllapo sone or yru. hoard rad1ci progt."l.\'ill dOO:S.oot.lna ubl-eO pr.nrori\11 nm'f ~ 
ti'Snllll4t.ters 1n Mnoirmati l.ruJt Satu~ nf.ghli. 11;;.'Gll 'ttblll V(d.ee Clf Jlmr$.$ ';1\U ti1!8. 

IU'CIIJD,d tl:le woxM. r w!.lnt to toll YG1 tmt the vo1ce or ~ Wfl wen ~ .~ 
at. HungM')" 81nc111 \!aroh ?.4 in Ihrtgarial1 lA~ shOI't..'W!WO br<lad~t.s tbrweh tbt ·~ 
.tao!.Uts.s of O.'i!1 1JI3C; And ~ .KL~rs4 

Jlmgrn1.m1 psap'le Ct\llod ·~ t.o saw tllld.r J4m!.tb bi'Othera1 hS.d8 t-., ~b tbl'm1 

·· belp ttlllm ~oh ~ t•tlto:r,r lUtrG tbair CIS~· ~t bl1 bloJlt.tated. ~· that 

tbDB9 respcmS.bls tor or ~ put. ;i;n '!WOol~-.. ~ )ol; ~~ woul4 .·-~ .. •. -
pmiohed. Told hW Frenoh al.tJtA1 J«rod.Gh l:'fili'Ugeee in li'l'anotlo UJ'ged to fi!J.de:te Ol'OOka who 

8881Bted 1s,ooo to bide lift!'l ~ bidden. 'l'o14 hOvt to· ~stm ~ Cl(!.li:tnat ~ 
01"11dnalo, to ·m~;e ll!iil1t'JS ot all wbo tack parb in psrae~, to ~l ,.t -.~ 
could aid preool"ii$ :t.Uo~t..i.ne ~t.u. '.Cold 1W Dld&l was ~. !eGtJ.e1>8 fllco 

'r0£!flld· 



I 

I 
On Jull 29 came word tlw:li lllllrdexs and deportat.iona had ~ bill. ted• me 

recoived from Hort.Jv' aslllU'8nces tbat trenaportation of Jtn~s bcQ'OIId Hamganan t~lfte 

had ceaaed am permission to .t\md.sh relte.t to Jews in amgar;y. XRC tu:rthar GlllpOWS:re4 to 

cooperate in evaaaati.on of 41 Jewish children under ten who ceuld obtain f(li'eign 'diu 

and aU adul.ts with Pal.estiM v.t.eas. WRB bad its fingers ci'Oiilaed. 

On August 1S u. s. alii Brltieb repliedt 11:!ec.ause of the desperate pUghb t/Jt tbe Jews 

1n Hangary and ths "Vftritbsladng l:lurlaDitarilm consiuel'6tiODB imolved the two save-'­

are 1ni'oming the Gowl'DIIMI!It of llmgaey through tbe IDtemat.iUllll Red Cl'QBS that, despite 

the heavy di.ffiCI:Il.tiea and relipOil8ibU1tiee 1nvolm, tbay .have accepted the offer of ~ ...,: 

ii:mganan OCMmllliGnt tar the :wJ.1iase ot Jaws arid. 1d.11 male$ arr~t~ t~ the care of 

such Jffil& leaving Htmg1117 who ~ch ~ or UD1ted Hat~ temtoq,.-al'll!l alao th!l.t 

they 1dll fiDd ~ Mven.B of re1'age '~there such ~ 'lfltliT liw in s8,£et1'. 

llotitioation ot these assurances is b&iDg given to tbil gave-.ate of llGlltral count.rJ.es 

who are being requested to pel'lld.t the entt.Y of Jews whO reach their fi'Oil\1er8 ·troel IlUlg~. 

The Oovemmentaot tba Uatttd Kingdcm aDd tbe t.rnited Statell ~Sse that, in ao~ the 

offer whiCh has been liBde, the7. do JlOii in &l\Y way cCiftd- . the a(Jtlon of the autsad.aa 

OoVanmlent 1n forcblg tb!t Grd.gratitn·'Of J.WS an an altemativt to Pe1'118C!Il#Oil and death." 

Notbing came of it because tl.- Oei'IIIWI refulfld to allow these people to go. 





Maroh 2, 1945. 

H'y de~r Mr. Secretary: 

.I .am forwarding to you herewith the 

proposed. minutes of the sixth meeting of the Wa:r . 

Hefugee Board. 

·The approval of -these minutes will be 

on the agenda f'or the seventh me~ting. of )he Board. 

The Honorable 

Very truly youra 1 

(Sign_ed) WilHam 0 •»w:ver -, 

William O'Dwyer 
Exeouti~e Direotor 

" '!'he . a~·oretgi -6~.~;~}i~#W~$~~~~i7~~~, 

Enclosure. 

EBTowlar:rh 3/2/45 

·. · .. _.·_.·-~··_.·_·.~·····_: __ · . - - _-. 

· .. ) ·Y'tJ' .. 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am ror11.rard1ng to you herlw'.ith · 

the proposed minutes of the s~th meeting 

ot the Wal' Refugee Board. 

The approvel. of these minutes will. 

be on the agenda for the seventh meeting -oi' 

the Board. 

. 'l.'he Honorable, 

(Signed) William 0 1niryet'_ 

Vlillialli 0 • J,lwy'~ l' 
Executive D!l'e'atorc 

' .. , . 

The Secretary of State. 

Enclosure. 

'. 

~--



MlNUTBS OF THE SIXTH l-iEETING OF 
WAR Ri£FUGEE BOARD . . . 

Held in the Office of the. Secretary of War, 
Feb~uary 28, 194p. 

Present: Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau (actedas 
Chairman) 

Secretary of War Stimson 
Acting Secretary of State Grew 
Assistant Seorete.ry of the Treasury Gaston 
Assistant Secretary of War McCloy 
William O'Dwyer, Executive Director, War Refugee 

Board · 
John Pehle, Assistant to the Secretary of the 

Treasury 

. ,. .... 

George Warren, Special Advisor on Refugees to 
the Secretary of State 

Florence Hodel, Assistant Executive Director, War 
Refugee, Board . 

·:-... -.·. 

·- ./ . __ .,_-. 
,-__ -. ~-- -. 

At the re(iueat of the Acting Chairman, the. Executive Director · : . 
explained that this special meeting had been called in order that . 
the members of the Board might consider, in the light of all avail-, 
able ra.ots, an application of the Vaad Haha.tzala Emerge~cy 0o11Ul11ttee 
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and>Oii\fiada t() :. 
:remit $93? ,ooo to its representative lri s,.;i1lzeriand.~ ISaac· Stern"bl.\ch.:: .•· 

The faota of the case were stated as ro+lows: on February 7, 
there arrived in Switzerland 1210 Jews from the German oonoentra• 
tion camp at Theresienstadt. The S\viss press carried notloee 
that these refugees had been released as the result of per~ona+ 
negotiations with Rimmler conducted by former Swiss Federal · 
Councillor, Muay, at the request of the European executive oo6noU· 
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Oanad$.• 
The latter organization is well known to the Boal;'d e.nd the Sttite .. 
Department and has carried on certain resoue and relief work ~~er 
license of this Government· through its representat1ve in SllftzEfr..o~-­
land,. Isaac Sternbuch. The Musy negotiati.ona,. h()W(JVett, wel'' ··: : 
carried on w1 thou.t the full knowledge or approval either or,~ ~b.~ _ 

Board or the State Depar.tment. The Execut·ive Director explaUed 
that this Government's faoil!ties had not been used for the trans• 
mission of messages on these negotiations between the group 1n· 

the United States and its Swiss representatives. lt is possible 
that these negotiations were oarried on through Polish ohannels. 
He stated he had asked the American group to furnish the.aoard 
with copies of all of these ·messages but to date this ~equest had 

... 
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not been met. He also stated that 
oease using communication channels 
Government. 

Roawell McClelland, the Board's represen-tatiVE! 1n 

rE)ported that Musy 1 s reputation is that of a NaziphUe on anti• 

communist grounds and that he is interested in obta:lning a coill;,.. 

oromise peace for Germany. Musy is also oonoerned over the ' 

rehabilitation of his personal political reputation in Switzer"" 

land. He claims to have arranged for the release of the 1210 

Jews 'lrtith Himmler personally, supported by General Schellenberg, 

one of the top triumvbe.te under Rimmler. Muay has stB,.ted that 

the group of 1210 is the first of a series of lik.e convoys 1io 

follow at intervals of one week. 

Further arrivals, however, were said to be conditioned on the 

deposit of 5,ooo,ooo Swiss franca ·to an aooou·nt in Musy 1 s name at 

the Swiss National Bank, the funds to be supplied by Sternbuoh, 

the S\'J1ss representative of the Un.1on of Orthodox Rabbis.. The · 

reason for this payment is not at all clear •. Musy hae stated that 

the money would remain in Swi tzerle.nd. 'f~e Board 1 a rep,reaenta.tive, 

McClelland, has reported I however I tlia t Muey 1. e ao~eptance of 

moeny for himself would not be consistent with ·nis de~ire to p].$y·. 

the role of heroic rescuer and great, hliman:itarta.ri. SternbU:oh · . · 

ale.ims that the funds must be sent to him 1n. ord.er· that the fur-
ther release of Jews in Germany will. not be forestalled. · 

The Executive Director explained that, while the informaUon 

available does not clearly indicate the reason the funds are de~ 

sired in S\-titzerland, it is conceivable that legUlm~te eXJ?end1...,; 

tures, such· as transporta.tion charges, maintenance and Ciare of 

refugees, etc., might be involved in oonneot'ionwith ·the releaee 

Of detB.lfiiHHl from GcJrmu,n 'ijer~~t9J"iY• In view of the raat tha:\'· .. ·· 

there is no oleal' information concerning t:ne deaireQ. Qe~ .. of t,ht; 

funds and since the failure .to send the money to Switzerland.' · 

might operate to interfere with the further releas&·of Jews frc:;m·. 

German-con trolled terr 1 tory,· the Execu t1 ve Di:t>e9tor ·. recionun~~de:d 

that the Board approve the issuance of a Treasury Department U.... f 

oense perm1tt1ng the remittance to be made to a .}ointa<soount 

1n·a 81;1iss bank in the names of Isae.o Sternbuoh and Roswell . 

McOielland, provided that no expendit11re or commitment tor ex ... 

penditure be made w~thout the prior al,!thoriza.tion·of the War 

Refugee Board. ·It was also -recommended that the Board be pre,;,. 

.pared to give consideration to requests for its approval of any 

,·· payment for leg11i1mate expenses involved in the release of de-:-

. tainees in the present case, provided, 6f course, de~ailed 

--r-----



information were presented to the Bo9.rd concerning the 

for which such expenditures were desired to be made • 

. Secretary Stimson, stating that he was sure no one.pre.Eient 

wanted to benefit the enemy, raised the q·uea,ion as to whe.tber 

or not this money might be desired for a ransom pay'*ent. He 

also inquired whether the Treasury Department under anyoirOI,Uil• 

sta.noes would issue a license for the payment of ransom. 'l'he 

Secretary of the Treasury stated that the'l'reasurywoU.ld not 

issue any license permitting a ransom payment. 

Mr. Grew then raised the question a~.to whether or no'\; the 

sending of the money from this country even underthe reatrio .. 

t1ons suggested, might in any way be misleading to the negotiators 

in Switzerland oi' to the Germans. The Executive Director ex• ... 

plained that, sinoe ~~e have not been informed that the money 1s 

desired for ransom and s1nce it is intendeL~ond1tiQilJL.!uL · 

a..'!!-1~-~1:\ed._j)~ __ the,...Bo~d-~abaolatel.~-JJ...!'.~ for . that •. pqr-

--EQJlJ~, the negotiators 1n Switzerland would b'e the ml>srea<Yei's lr"'"'. 

tfiey had ransom in mind. In. any ewnt, he added that it is still 

desirable to permit the remittance because ot the poss1b1l11iy 

that the mere presence of the money 1n Swit~erland might tac1l1-

tatf] furtnernegot1ations and might be_needed for legittmate-exT 

penses. 

Itc was then pointed out that our best 1nformat1on.1nd1cates 

that the Germe.ns do not appear to be primarily interested 1n · 

ransom no"r; that, in fact, a payment of $1,000,000 would not 

appear to be of sufficient interest to one 1n Rimmler's position. 

~he real motive behind the release of these refugees appeare~ from 

recent cables read by Acting Secretary GX'ew to be a. desire on tbe 

part of the Germans: to gain favor in the-eyes of the 4l.11es. 

After thorough cons1d..e)>Eton of all the facts in t:tte oase, 

Acting Secretary or· state Grew moved that the Board approve t:P• 

issuance by the 'l'rea.sury Depar ment of a license perm1tt4ae; tlle 

·.desired rentittanoe to a Joint account 1n: the. names of ;tsaao · 

Sternbuch and Roswell MoOlelland, provided that no expenA-1t~u 

or oommi tmen t for expend 1 ture be made \'11 thou t the prior specific 

action of the \var Refugee Board and provided that under no ~11';.. 

cumstanoes could any part of the money 1n quest1op. be 1.1sed t'or 

the payment of r~nsom.. Secretary Stimson !ll~reed 8fld Seorete.ry 

Morgenthau, as ol:iairlil.an, stated his concurrence. · 

~:_-." . 
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Held in the Office of the Secreta.ry 
li'ebruary 00, 1946. 

Present: secretary of the Treasury 14orgentb.au. {ao'tad as 
Chairman) ·.· · · •· 

Seoretnry of War Stimson 
Acting Secretary of State Grew 
Assistant Secretary of the Treas11ry Gaston 
Assistant Secretary of War MoOloy 
Hlliam o 'Dwyer, li;xeo11tive Director, War Rot11g~f;l 

Bonrd · 
John Pehle, Ass1stan1J lio the :aaoreta.ry of: .tihe 

Treasury . . ·. 
George Warren, Speoial Advisor on Refugees to 

1 the Secretary of State · .. _ .· .. 
J '/~./--. lor·anoe Hodel, Assistant Executive Director, War 

.. /'/..L··· Refue,ee Board · 
(..' ·'\. t . 

1
j if~, ;.Jr>' /~be Exeo11Uve Direotor expla1ned that this £Jpeo1al meeting 

11 'l" had been called 1n order that the membere of the Board might 
oons1der, in the light of all available facts. an ~ppl1oaUon 
of the Vaad Hahatzala Emergenoy Committee o~ the Union.of Ortho­
dox Rabbis of the United States ~d Oana4a to remit $937,000 to 
1ts representative 1n Switzerland, Isaac Sternbuoh. · 

The faots or the oase were stated as follows: on J.l'ebru.rnw 7" 
there arrived in Sw1t~erland 1210 Jews from the German eonoentra­
tion camp at The:resienstadt. 'the Swiss press onrl"ied noti081i1 
that these ref"geea had been released aa the X'&F.JUlt of p~~~CUllll. 
negotiations with li1mmler cond11oted by former Bw1es hderu , 
Oo11no1llor, Muay 1 at. the request of the ~"rope~ e_xeouUve q~H_m· ·Qllt· 
or the Union of urthodQx R-abbis of the United States and Canada. 
The latter organ1zat1on 1s well lmown to the Board S.{ld the State 

Department and haS oarr1ed on eev1ia1n reeoue ~d. x>eliet wol:'lt '"~·~ 
license of this Government through U.s x>epresentative ··ln SwUlze~ '. 
land

1 
lsaao Sternb11oh. 'fhe !-lu.sy nego'tiat1ons, however, t'lel'$, ..• 

oarr ed on w1thol.lt thf3 f\lll k,nQwl,ed.ge or appro,al. either of Vbe. 
Board or the State Departmen'\i. The Exeou.tlve Director exPl!tJ,.ned 
that th1a Govern~en\ 1 s fao1l1t1ee had not been u$ed for the trans~ 
mUsion of messages on these. negotiations betwe.en ·tlle gfol.\p ~ 
the United States and its S·~t~1u represE~ntat1ves. It .is po1Ja1ble 
that these negotiations >1ere oa:rried on thl'o11gh Polish oharmels. 
He stated he had asked .the Amer1oan group to furtd.al'l the Board 
with oop1ea of all <Jt these messages but to date·th1s req11ee1i ha(l 

{ 
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not been met. __ ·He ale_o_ stated -~hat_ h~ bad ·r.,qu.eei&cf,t!ie ijl':Qu~::t() cease ueing oommun1cat1on ·channels :9th~ tlum:thc)sEI· ~t 1ih.1~: > Government.· · -.· · ·. · · "- . :- . -- c .. · -_. , •. , . • 

Roswell MoOlelland, the. Boar<l 'a re.prea·tl'fi~a~iy~ tn· ll~~~~ .b,a.$'''' f; :"') reported that }!uey's reputation ·1s that o.f,a Nazipft1·l• on anU•-· ... · -­eomml,mist groi.\Qds and_ that }le ·is 1ntareatEld _in ·o\)'\i:~llllng a -OQin..o: ·•· -­pvomiae peaoe for Germany. Musy ia also oono·ttl'nad bfei> J;he rehabilitation of his personal political repu.tatlon· 1li.Sw,l'ti~er• land. He ola1ms to have arranged fo,r. the re.J,ea,s~ 'Of -t~ui 1.210 ___ _ Jews wit.h H1mm1er personal.lY; supported 'oy Ci~nel"Ql. aonelleiU;ieJ;"g, one ot the top tr1w,o:v1rate wader H1mmler• ·: ·KU:4l. h&:lil · s-.&1;~Q 'Gh&.i :. -the grouJ) of 1210 he the first of il &el"ieS ot ll,ke COfiVO(S to . fo;l.low at Lnt-ervals of-one w.e~lt. . --, ... ··--;..;;_ .·. . 

'fhe onl<f-e~at1i.~~-t-e~tnJgnt-aUo~tr;~he · depo~1 t of o,ooo,ooo Swlaa francs to an ·aoo.ount in Mue;y's ntuie at the Swiss National Bank, the ft.U1ds to oe supplied by Stel"'nbuct', ·the Swiss repreaentutive of the Union ot_Orthodox Rabbis.' The Faason for this payment 1a not at all clear. Mu.sy has stated tihat the ... money wou.ld remain in Swit-zerland. The Board • s representative, · McClelland, has reported, however, that I4.usy't:~ aooept;ance of money fdr himself wou.ld not be consistent with his lleeire to plAJ the role of heroic resol.ler and gre:at humani1iaJi1-.. Sternblloh claims that the funds must be sent to him 1ri order .that the fur­ther~ release of Jews in Germany will not be fores1i81led. 
The Executive Director explained; that, while 'thl~· 1ntorma~1on available does not clearly 1nd1oate the reason the fi.Utds a.re de­sired in Switzerland, it is conceivable that legJ.~1mate expendt ... _..­tures, suah as transportation oharges, mdntE;tnalloe and. oare~ ot ·-, retu.gaes, eto., might be involved in connection tiUh· the l'&l&aae- · of detainees from German territory. ln view of the faot tb.a' there 1s no clear informatJ.on ooncel'ning the des1r_ed us.tt ot the fu.nds and since the ta1ll.lre to send the money to SwUzerland ·• might operate to interfere wlth the fllrther release ofJ~ws 1'1"9111i German-o_ontrol_ led terr-1tovyl the Fuceoutive D1reotor reo_orruue_ nde_a that the Board approve the ssuanoe of a'l'reasury Depar,ment 11-oenae permitting the remittance to be made to a Joint acooun-t· in a Swiss bank in the names ot laaao Ste~nbuoh and Roswell MoOlalland, provided. that no expenditure o:r:t oommi~ment tor ex­penditure be made without the prior authorhation of ~he War Refugee Board. _It was also recommended that the Board be pre­pared to give oona1deration to. :requests tor- 1t,s approval of any payment for leg1t1mat~ expenses involved in the releaile Qt de.;. tainees in the present case, provided, tit oourae,. deta1led> 
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.- 1~ information we~ .. presented• to the Boal'<J; . ooncef~1ng ;trttl-,P~~po~e$·: >, ~ ;,~-~ '· <:. ·;::::?} -;- -~b r_:; 
l"'" ~for wh1oh sucn ~xpend1tures were dedred to b.e ail~·~-- \>" · · __ J~ · fc .·- . 

-Q l' . . : _·._· . ·- .. ·. ; . .· ... _· ·._ .- _· . . . . · .... , - .{.>·. 
: l _ SecretarY st'tmeon, stating that b.e was sure"no one pre(;t9rrt . 

R ~'\l.wanted to benefit the anemt,_ r_ e.1s_ e_ d th_eqll. etJt_ '-on e,s __ t_o whe1liieio · 
· , .• or not this money might be deair~d for a ransom papent. He 
'(;-\:':~lao inquired whether> the 'l'r>eas!li'Y Department under any o1:roum;.. 
u _ ; stances would issue a Uaense for the payment ot ransom. ,i,f,ue 
' \ y Secretary of the Trea.eury stated that the 'l'rf)ae~ary would not', 
', , ·:-\issue any license permitting a ransom P&Yllllillt. 

·~v '- . 

':'. ~i t.4r. Grew then raised the question as to whether> or not_ tho 
, , \~ •.. sending of the money from this ootmtry even ®del" the .restr1o- . 
'"' "~Uone suggested, might 1n any way btl misleading to thenegoUators 

·<in. Switzerland or to the Germans. · The Executive Director ex- _· ·. 
· .c' '-<ct plained tl}a-t,-~t!._ we have not been informed that the money 1s 
\ ~ desir~_d--for ransom, the negotiatOl'S in aw1-t-7r&l"l.Q--weU.l.4' be 1ille--:---~---'-~~ 
.\ ~: misl,..e'Sdere if they had ransom 1n mind. In. any event, 11e 81;1de4 

- 1·lf ~ t~rl it is still desirable to permit the remit'Cimoe beoause of 
" \--.:'~ ~e possibility thl?.t the mere presence of the money in Hw1ber-
: ~ / iand might fac1l1 tate hrtber. negotiations and might be nee4e4 t 

~ ~ i for llag1t1mate expenses. \ 
.,. u/ 
. I 

~'( 
\\) ' 

It was then point~ out that our beet information oates J 
that the Germans do not appear to be· prima.r ily intere J-n ,X 5. . 
ransom now __ ; ·ina __ t, 1_ n raot, _a payment or_ $l_,oo_o_,oo_o ul _____ d _no_;~-___ - ·_._· -~---
appear to be of suffJ.o1ent interest to .-one , 1mmler~wn.o· - :. ; 
·b olai:me4 to Pe .lAvolud .iD 'a' ,retfflttt Cifh'. The real mothe~d 
oehind the release of these refugees appear,r'from reoent cables · · · · 
to be a desire on the part of the Gerlllt;tQB to gain favor 1n the"" 
eyes of the Allies. 

After thorough consideration ot all the facts in the o~se, 
Acting Seoretary of State Grew moved that the Board approve tne 

-issuance by the Treasury Department of_ a license permitttng tb~ 
desired remittance to a Joint account 1n the namu of lsaao ·_ · 
Bternbuoh and Roswell McClelland, provided that no ~xpe,n41t"re 
or commitment tor expenditure be made without the pr1oi'epeo1t 
action of- the \'far __ Refugee aoard and provide_d t_n_ a_t ~d.er __ n_ o_._Jt.o.J; __ -~ 
oumstanoes could any pal"t of the money in question be used t 1:' 
the payment of ransom. Secretary Stimson agveedand Secre_ 7 
Movgpnthau, as oha1rmany.oeo1U'f'e4-. .. -·/// _ 

~"~---- . . ,·1.-::!::-:.=:~ --- _, _______ .. .-«.-·---~--~ 
---- e,.vu'-~(_-. _,/ .,.,.- • ... V' 

~~ .j ~ ¢...--··· .----: {A/Vl . ~ ~ <.'? 

G.~b:jt:i41 - - ~4.~¥ __ j-~ __ - 1 ~~ 
. . c::___; <::37--t.?.vJ 

. - . 
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(l) ~._inutes 01 lb.st meetin;~ ,,ill-oe sent to Boara_ 
J:::er:Lers &.reel ,,:ill e:e suumitted for approval at 
next rn~etinL,. 

(2) ;ceC!uest o:ol' ac:croval or 1ssu;:;nc~ of a 11cense 
to ~tae Vc.c..cl '.~habala l.'.mer::ency Comrni ttee of 
tne lniol1 o:f Orthoiiox J:~aobis. 
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Held ln th!') Off1oe of the ~earet~~Y :or'.~tt~r~~:. ~i.~·.llh;>~~~,.7~: · 
Febt•unry.I:!O, 1941(;. · ·'- -:. ·: r·:·· .... ·. 

P r6'seilt l 
. -: •, . . .... - . . . ... ~ "; ~ ~ ' .. 

'JeurPtRr;y of tha Tl'ftUtil .. Y~t~ijr~ea~it;.ll · (f~c:ta-U ·a~ 
'-:h~1 1rmrm) · · .·. · .... .': .- .;·, · 

Heel''" tl\ry of Wur 5t1mt;cm ,· ' ... · : h. 
Aot.1ng ~eoretary of' Stata 'Efr<Jw_ :, ·.> · 
At'Hliatm.nt S~er£\t!\r-y of va>.r Me0;1,oy ---
A~ni!H~l'lt Seoretsroy of St~te ~-- · ~· ···: .. ·. , .· .·.~, 
·rilllbun 0 1 tlwyer, 1\:xeeyut..l.ve 1H.Pf3'o'torj --We.r;Jlef~{S~~ · . 

Boal"'i · · · ·. ·. ' ··... -;:::; ·. ~ 
George Wtu"r<m, &.'peol~>l Advisor -on ·~t~tUkiles-. ~ ·.: .:. ·· -.~·:: 

~1ecretnry of \:ltet.e .- - :>; ". · · ' ... , .. 

,· ' 

Flol'~rHJe Hodel, A<~sht.ant Exeotlt1Ye· qti>'~o11o~1· W$:1"·~-· ;.-...-
11l"'·fugee Board . . ;· .< :: ;.\ .. ·.·.-~- _. _-:.~ .. · ' ..... · .. = .. -.· .. 

'::-._' The'Board took thg following aetiont :: . -- ... -~. 

,· .... · . -

-- _ .... 

. The· -m .. 1Ptihs of t.he Fourth HeP.ting of thiit Boird,, bela: ·on: .. :· ... :. 
April 20, 19•h.,· ~<'"!"0. lliDor•o·v~d. . , .. '··· •· .. -._: · .. · .. • 

,·. 

'-· . 

: . ~. ... : .... - ~. 

'l'iw lr.xeotAtiv* Director 1!1Utl1ned t.o thO Glol\1'<'1 lih~ n~\fr.' sU\u;.:;"';: ~:· .,: , , .. 
· tton which Juus developad 1n'illda Garmany al'l 1t appe-ar£; from ~he : ,_. ; ' · , · · ·.: .. 4 

be~Jt lnfo-rmiit1on avnU'abh. H<~ pointed ou,t t)Ul.t• wnUe the G~r~ .. 
l'!!Qn~ rva've .. aoandon~d the wholesale axtal•m.l.ne.Uoa of de\~,<.i.Qees· a.e-. · : -- 1 ~.- :' I f :· • 

· a .f6eMrol policy; large .numbers of pbysically Ullfh de\atntHiS, · :':-· 
·f. nee ·trnmln,yn t. a.ea th. fram s \lii.l'VI'l. t.lon, exp.os·u.re .or d1$l1l:Hi)l"f1\0\ _ 
. neg'biCt.. To be. ~H'J;VM, tp.eu. people munt l'eee.\.Vll) food &lld mea1 .. 
cines end ba l'~l'llOVed, if PC.Hld!)l$ 1 to 8,w1ttt>-l"l&Jld WithOUt del.at~ 
lt \'IIHJ t•oint.cd out th8.t t,l1e lntlffrnaticuuAl R~ cvou is the only 
ob,nnnel.' thr-out~h wb1oh. tiny a-~UQf S.oo ·re~•"~ w•rk tor t.Mn 4•~. 

· t&l:nees. could· ~e EHJM!li{llisbed· ~nil: tlta.t, opel"aUonfl uoul.d best i:itii 
conduetto~ from·'ti'<Jl.~zerle~•d at this otal~e or· .the w~;,r. 

· The aoal'd wf!s ·reQ't;;eatea' to. 'a\lth.Ovtze the Ki:ec<.rt1n Director 
to .roc~ed ~0 lh~l..tzeiti_~nd aJl(i.~t~ :_o.btSt:l.r}. the rieC,aeary OOO,P~U"aUon 
of tj).e lnt;,·rnation~l Red :.Oroa~\ allll the: SwJ.l'!a Go_V$l'Ctmont tof". ii~Oh 
fl p:rogrnm. h- wtur·f.'lo.1nt~ -out that.:'lb,i neoeauar.y food,· m$d1o1nes 
and o tl1e:r r~u·*r aupr,l·1es ·and tnnspo:r.tn t1on· eQu:lpnum:t could 1:10 

· madft: ave.Uil.llle~~n~~-q; ... t~~ .Swt~n IJQ.V~l"nlllQ.nt· e.gdn!i!t ·a Pl"~mU.e-
ot r~piAymflnt or· va·p-l.ftoem<tf,l't af'tl'ft': thm val'. Ol'Pf" 1t 'th'l!li !a· 1mpos.~.1-
bh, by this -Gov<?:rnmontl fr-om e-a:httng nt;Q~laf~ ·'The Unr~na!,ug of .. 
su.eh n 1:1rogrnrn '~~ald. oe from p-x·.tv~tt~ fun~1til · pr.Qviihl~ .by ·prlv!il~e 
orgo.n~~at ions, ,,pe.~.tlc\ll:a~ly _ -th~t -JD\1• · , - -· ---··_ · -·- -. ' · · ,, \ 

_-.,.-.-
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The flo.nrd abo approved tlltt 1mmed1&1ie aoqulBiUon 1n l.iw.\her­
land of an ade(.1utate nwnbtu• of trucks for tlhe delivery of the Wac 
Hdugu Board . rood pa:ecelel now 111 the hand a of the lntematlond 
Red Crose, ~u.stribution of whien has been t\ebyed uveral motlthe 
b&O&I.l1118 of b,ok of tr~nsport.!i!.tion cfao1l1t1eo. .Seoretary Stimson 
askeA Mr. McCloy to flrrange for Mr. Pattf'Jison'a chnranoe on. 
this ma tte:r. 



'I' he given 

In view rG.pid detuioration internal rail transport ip.Germahy 
I am becoming incretisingly concerned about dwiridiiirg possibilities 
of 6 etting our I<RB parcels to men and women ;li_l German CQncentratioP 
camps. 

Germans are progressively more disinclined to ma~e I{R freight 
curs avE,ilable 1:.0 ICi-,C for .all pE.rcel services into Germany· even that 
ior P01\S. Amcross represento.tive Geneva "tells me our Jirmy officials 
p1.an inuuce GennEnS unc.er Geneva Convention supply transport for POW 
ix.rce.l.s; but ''e cc.n hupe for no such leverage in case of shipments to 
u;c.o.c;similc.ten per sons for whom Nazis only tolerate parcel distributions.· 
I shoulr. t.herefo:e like to submit .to Board's serious consideration pro­
position ~hct four or five five to seven ton trucks be made available -to' 
me wtd.ch could in turn be lent to ICnC Division of Special Relief for 
c;elivery 'nFB p1.>.rcels to accessible camps. 

hecently for ins·~c.nce ICr,C delegate working out of their headquarters 
at U1fing nc&r ~unich obt~ined admiGsion to hitherto.unvi~ited &nd un­
:mown cc..mp of LandsBerg-tcm-lech in EE.stern Bavaria. This camp housed 
'So'ille-fifteen thousand internees eighty percent Jewish deport-ees. eom­
:aanaer was unusually accmnmodt-ting and if rene man had had a!ly_ means of 
transporto.tion or supply of pG.rcels available at Uffing there woUld have · 
btoen no difficulty about aelivering them personally directly to this camp. 

The same ~tJplies to Dachc;.u which is ·just putside Munich.; 

§;j.:tuation regarding accessibility all camps particularl;y Jewish:!E 
Vienm area to Ier;Q is deveJ oping m~RY.Ql;:ll.~ 

SS p·oup there in ch&.rge of these camps is headed by an Au~tria.rl' 
Nazi named Ebmr and includes a German SS nameg Krumcoy who is spec:ificalJ.y·­
in charge of all hung~o:.rian Jewish deportees in Austria and ·is man dir~ctly 

·responsible for physical delivery of two groups {rom Bergen Belf;en to.· . · 
Switzer . .Land. 'lhese two are displaying all signs of willingness to .col:.. 

·· l!Werate-eertainiy ·~n-a:ny rel-~er--a:ctinhes H not ~n more 1nt~rest:!ng work. 
~··-~~~~_..___...-.. ----~-..... ~~---~--.... ~k- .......... ,. ... ~.,.,_,~~------~-- • - - --.' • -. 

Tr:is situation was first mentioned in Legation 7575 November l6, 1944, 
ano. was discussed at length about two -weelcs ago with Dr. 'l'udicum, ICRC 
cielegate in Vienna. lf trucks v1ere available this area great deal. of good. 
woric could be accomplished. 

I cite these two exa.mples of Landsberg and Vienna to show that as 
Germany internally becomes more disorg:wized transport~;..tion br~aks dowp 
but also cG.mp com1aanders and isolated BS groups become· in:crG<t:>ingly · 

' ·. .- ·- . . .· ,_ .. -. ·-



r1;1..1..1.~-~U;:> When free.. 
ciifficult trace freight cars which may be held up for •. 

even ·inonths on siciings completely . unlmown ·to · IC:RC ·as re'cexitly 
occui-red in \h,_r·l)emuend.e affair, 

It Ifi5Y be poc:&ible rent buy or otherwise acquire truck<; here in 
-f:Wit~l.l<h.although s,dss ii.nrry~s very :otrict about aey transportr 
e,:,ui_porltnt lec.vi!!6 country. In event trucks coulci be acquired provision 
·:.oul0. cioub'Llec;::;· nave to oe :.1ade sur1ply fuel and perhaps tires. from 
outsi·Je, 

I sl1oui.d mos1. v.eico;.1e expression 6oard 1 s opinion t:nis proposition 
<cs I wou.La conservatively estima<.e time still available to us for this 
irry.c.Luable •~01:k 1•.1:. nu:t ;JOrE• than four to five months. 

'i'ne ;ic1.ure is_ supplemented by 416 from Bern, of January 20, 1945 as 

iollOI'S: 

B&seo on "· r;nat deal of fra~mentary, · information collected during 
past sevc:·c..l u1onths rtg~.ro.inE course of Nazi policy toward Jewish 
c..e:_JOT'LE•es ·in co.mps arid more "Jt'Tticularly on ve1<y recent statements of 
tv;o in'Lt.llitent Je-aish ?i0ii\8n who r:escheci switzerland during late 
Lece.nber l!&Vin;; :spent· three months in AuRschwitz (Osv:iecim) August 
tr.:r-ough October 1944 whe:r·e· ttiey were Cieported from Dran9y late July 191,4 
;L:i.nir;.J<. .it_<;c;,gi;J_<;, T~lic-.bly st~t.ed that ii_§.zis have abandoned eXtermination 
R.L_;i ei:'§_C@_a · ge"':J.eriil policy o.nd certainly of those c:::.pabieoi"-Y/6r:ll:ing. 

~Ict~~Ii". ~~~e t-~~~ ·-~~~c1~:~~enc'r ~c5i1_~~=~:q~}lg~§.TI.~i-.91L§iiiii5f:~~c,~f~~:With 
~-----·~-~-----~--~-- ·-

J,n effort we.s obviously lilaue to evacuate people in Eastern concenj:,ration 

comps i;_b _G_entnJ:l GeEmany: ____ _ ~-'--~·- ·--------

Women from l;usschwitz reported ;that _sizeable convoys (from three 
to six thousc.rui souls each) of Jewish women - they were una.bie to obserVE? 
movc-;nents. in ; .. en's camps - were transferred from l~arsaw, Raciom, Lodz and 
Ki10lce to Ausschwitz anci thence on to Germany pr-oper as labor during early 
fall of 1944 in apparent effort on pc.rt of Germans to remove them from ch..1.nce · 
oi' capture in ease of £\ussiun advance, 

.. r 
:_·I 

.r-. 
. . -·.f:." 

Thes·e, women t.D.emselves were transferred along with SOJne 200 othe.r .. • ,~:,,:;:":.-'-4 .. , . 
Hungc.rian and 300 1' rench and Dutch Jewish Wojllen. from ll.usschw.i:ti·; orrb.~t.o1l~~-JJ:''~"'2~-.~- \} .,. -
to a ·work CHmp e.t >iehoskirchen near Kratzay, Sud~land. This camp-was part. of .;:,.c_,;""{ ,,; 

'1. • ' .-,. ; ! 

{, ·~' 
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: ·.~ -_.-;,_ - .. -. 
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another complex 
cump of. Urossroseb 

Jewish workcamps admrni~teri~· 
near Breslati. · · 

Tnnsfer of simil~:er ~r~up of .3500 HungaTicm and Slo.ifaJ~ ~.fe~ffSlf . ..· 
-.-.omen from Ausschwitz -~o Ber6 enbelsen (reported Legation's 22.3-, J~nlJ.8.h;> 
l2} uurin,; i<die September i944 consitutes iJ;~.rther ~e.,Qta!'Y,: evJdehce 
of tnis move:,£nt of_J ewish deportees :il1_i;g_Q_Elrmany as labor•_ · · · - -

(416 from Bei·n, of Jam1arv 20, 1945) 

TLis Lilorn1ition is coni'inned by 744 from Bern, of }'ebrua.ry 

Report eo thc•_t u;mt'.ras of 25,000 men and women (Jewish) 
r.rrived_in BB ec.rly in Jariu.a.ry from Auschwitz and adjoining upper 

Si.Lesiw camps. 1'£.'-.E'Y v.•e1e 11 housed 11 urtde~.:Lffimit-~.orulitions,.:tn~ 
i.E nt.; j n. BB and v:iU, 'Tt-¥::;fej:_rs;ou£in~:f~~J:T&9o_l!l'.Qgr.'!?J'l.J:t:iY:ely __ :to other-
::.:-rc;g_-of" lieri;;&ny as labor. · -

The sa.'fle cabl.e confirms, )lfith reference to Belsenberg€m, earlier 
mction regarding. the insufficient supplies reaching people in camps: 

Ge-rfilan· 
iens -o_r:· t:nom: 
tion art? liable 
&houlci be ·drawn 
Di1hillt anew. 

in cl.lill,J.e..r 

to be found as_Germany is 
to'attention of competent 

or worse physical condi­
occupiedby Alliedforces 
miliit.ar·y attthorities and 

BB exchanc;es. further reported although parcels reaching camp 
were properly <;ielivered to 'them number was pitifully ina.Hequl,l.te to 

z:eed· •. _A?~cor~g t~ a~I avai~le· _inf~rmation thi~ due ~~ deteriora~ion · 
~=s.wrt 1n uermaey rather tnan .!'~ a~ ntliliolaJ.ng'qf packages, 
which <ere generauycf:rst:n]:m'Ued..;.1;fc"tliey ac ua.liyr~-a. ~amp. -·-·--"----,-·---

·-··-~-- -~-~-.. .-.~~------:-- -·-·---~-·~~- ~~~~...-.-.---~---~......:..____ - -. . 

The possibility of further release .of Jew~ by Geroony to S~:i.tzerla~d is 

inuicat_~d -~n 8_8~frolll Bern, of j!~ebrua~_ 8, _E_t_ating_,_vg..th reference to t"li..,ec.-.----~-'--'-+-"-------~ 
·' 

_._,_ 

::.·ecent arriva;l -of 1200 refugees, .that 

nthis vias·"to be the first- of ·a- ser:ies of lilce convoys.•" 

507 from stockholm, of·l!:ebrlis.ry 9, 1945; states that Swedish Foreign 

Office-

"-considers news of- these r~leases -throU:gh private efforts of significance 

and i_~dicateS pOSSibilfty for releaSe Of_- otber_S o II 



maintenance and evacuation of such refugees·. 

wc.s recently :_iefined in two cables: 

fw:r ·1--~ -~/ 
i I -~ / I :4/·' 

~~~uP£~~~'/ 
~v~uy~/v I 

You are authorized too eniphs.size 
iJ.r:evious .aasurc.nces given by this Government concerning the 
,;,<iirrtenance anu evc:.cUb.t.i o:g of refugees from· enemy persecution 
i;,£,o v;oulci be-admitted to Switzerland .were not restricted to any 
p-:.rticd:c,:r- number of ='el··sons aad ti1u.t tnis Govel1:lillent would deeply 
:c;):n·eci::te continued Swiss coop.or;cction in this humani ttirian 
enctec:.v:Jr by acimi tting &ll such refugees who may be able to reach 
J.c:itzc.TlunC., without regard to nurabers. 

(2/+J to Bern, of January 16, l%5) 

i\ .. 
_. \',ith res~ect to tnis Government 1 s assU:rcnces to Swiss please note 

t:-,c..i ·in 1epc.rtment 1 s 240- oi' January 16, 1945, the assur2.nces given 
\ 1-ik~·ein are not limited to refugees coming from any specific enenw 
\)_enerqy _-controlled terri tory, ' 

(_<)§§_ to Bern,___Q_f .Ji'Bb.ruary~-~ -~~~~~r---~~~-::-• 

or 

SevtY'-'-1 recep.t c&blsa from switzerland indicate that Switzerland is 

m1ocinly interested in our implementin,:; the uncert&Jdng regarding evacuation: 

November l conversations with Chief of Federal Police and with ~ 
''epre:oentc. ti ve for relief anc. refugee affairs of the Politics.l !t· 
~;epEc!'t•ilent reveal that the Swiss are concerned seriously regarding ~ 
tt,e }Tacticc.l di1ficulties w;,ich are involved in receiving and·'·· H 
lio_;_.,ing c. ";roup of this size, even t.elillJOI'hrily, at such short notice. S 
Sv:it.ze1:lc.nd ;-..as i·eceived more tran 25,000 new refugees during the -, 
<''-st :::ix wecel<s, thE!y 1:,ointed out, (chiefly women and children from -fl 
V<•.ldossola in lta_ly and_ from the combat zones in France) wh_ile, on' a 
l.i;e 

6
other hand, only 8,000 _;;eople have departed:-. 2000 French ciVilians -.~_; 

and 000 milik_ry escapees, It would be difficult to solve the problem ~· 
of fuel, lJlankets, and housing su:'iigj,!;lJlt_tQpropel'ly--t-ake---:Care of s,ooo--·. T 
_:Jeopl:e- :i:n v:inter; in uo.dition; many of the refugees may b~ clothed inc.· · .. ~ 
"'-ciee1uately. Accordingly, the swi;os are anxious tre.t steps be taken as ;1 
.c.oon as _ .. ossible for the evacuation of such Hungarian refugees. · Tm ~ 
;,n·E,cticability of furnishing Swiss trains fam the transpori.tlon at once 1 
~o ,J:ecrseillcs Ol "o somG ot"er FrEonch .~eaport of all those who are -~ 
eL,;i~le iortemigJl:·~d· tion ~0 ?~i;EtstinBe i'$) being lookeulC!-~ntto 'clypy tthhe Swibsls. ., 
·~nere~_ore, J:- wou be w1se lJ. de ou.ru at once co a s u · e pro em 
of obtc,ining one or more ships for Palestine; in audition, the 'Swiss 
would apprecia-;:,e any efforts wi1ich_ could be m!J-de toward evacuation to .. 

I 

I 



- 5 :...· 

North Africf. or so:ne otner t&rritQry of 
part of .tho:Je w!1o <i.H' not destined for ?alesti:t;le• 

.. (7269 ::.:r:om Bern·, of'.November 

A lenst«Y· communicc.tion fro;;: the Chief of _t;,e. Swis.s Fede:cal Police 

L.r.:.ns;nicted. to us by 838J ~·rom Bern of December ;~8 nee.ls with the'possible 

I .siwulo be extremely ,,n:tefu.l. ii' you ,,,~u~d u.se your influence to· 
a~t>UlT an eu·ly c.G?c.rtun; ·:;f these refugees. It is particularly 
im?G:-['"LG.nt t.) ~;:no\\~ \-j-:;_tthc:::-· t1~ey cc:..n 1_€(_-._VE:. y;ithin t£1t ~next -i'e~ll weeks. 
Ij.' -i:.~ __ ,s ::..s -c:rE:· cc....se ;·-:e .. :ii..L i_e~ve thE:m toget.Ll\::r. If on tl).e other 
11£~~::; tLr::i::- l~tt ..JCI.rt-,J,rc ~-:~~0-v CE _:__;O;:,t~oneci for h certc .. in time a.r:to~lier 
.:.olution ;,:ilE."G t:::e i'.:::.ur1C.. ~:Ll any svent I shoulU a,Ppreciq.tc: your 
_:_E-L t.in.::~ iJ.~ _,.:nvT e:..6 s.:_)on t:s _Jo~cJ.blt \Vllet~-J.er their cie1Jar:ture can tai~e 
•-'.L"- ce in nea.I' i\.1ture . 

.in 8379 I'ro1.1 btrn, of Dece;I1be:r 2d, ,,icClella.nd s·tkctes: 

It :!.s L1;:er. ti'te tll.c:.t su:·.i.m.;.s consiti.ertltion_ be given at once 
co the ~-·r:·_cc.ic:.cl -c£ sk uf evacuc-.tinr these . refugees from Sv1iss 
t~ JTi tory in view uf this conununicc._tiun and vd th reference to 
;;uct,r':~,_;h _t,y_cr Gf our 7'.!.69. Accordingly I shoulO. appreciate data 
,_,, tD t!;e :;_:ltons of t:·1e Bm.ru in respect to this·matter and naturally 
stc...,.c·. r'e"· oy tc aiu in s.ny 'llay i~ossible on this side. 

-;,ith rcc,;;c:-.ra t::~ ti~e Palestine angle of evacuation of this group 
it mi,;ht he vise to have Beard• s represenk,tive rAanri:iiJl London 'consult 
1:ith British oificb.ls to C.etermine whether the group can actually be 
cumitted to Palestine. 

In 381 froul Bern, of February 6, 1945, :>1cClellcmd a;;ain ce.bles: 

Y.oulG. te ;;ro.teiul 1':~1.-you:r E.cv1ce concernin& evacuo.ti<~n of ·this con·.j-oy 
o:L 1~:10 in0.i vicluH.1s, and :LatEr ~roups v;i,ich !:te,y arrive, to Allied 
terr;itory. 

f.s yE ~ .Lmbo;_ssy has iJE.o.l'd nothing- from SHAhl' in Pari:3 re:cating to 
f,Vc..ci.L.tior. of 1672 Hungc..ria.n Jews. 

. tt 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am forwarding to you heret.,ith 
.F 

the pronosed minutes of the fourth meeting 

of the WarRefugee Board. 

The apnroval of,theee minutes will 

be on the agenda for the fifth meeting of 

the Board. 

The Honore.bl e 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed} J.W. Pehle 

J. \'1. Pehle 
Executive Director 

./ 

The Secretary of War .. 

Enclosure 

JWP:mgt 4/21/44· · 

" 



Reld in Ml~ tJ:t'f!oC> of tMl £>ecretl'.l'Y "f 
Thur;Fl::y, A~H'i1 ?.fr, t<J>•!.i• .·· . 

l~;ecret~.~rv of :·~hJra Hull (n.ct~d ~u~ Cfhratma.n) 
:_,0cr~·~ .• ny 0f fro 1'~·.-.;Lglli'Y .'~<n"'f~rrthau . , . 

··MV'l J;W t~t~,nt. t,o t.il:!"'i ~ ~~Gff<;t{cJ.l'J' of <i:<i.l' 
· 'u•l''1 ,. ( ... ··.. -~ r· ("· ' · "'~O"') : .:. ... v /. ! l.J A. ,;_-1; • ~>~J-~ ..... hi-;;: ... If, -

· .(fO!• 'h\yl0'1' 1 -~1H4rlcan :-'ie\'l'f!1fH1tRtivo on 
t.uo lnt~:;r-•iv\li'l.lit~tH'fiti'• l l.Oin''cHt•IG 

,.ir H6r\J•,rt. .·~,M;r~on, ::iroctf.)f ot t.ht, Int~r­
;;.)Vfi·!mii~nutd ;:,vft;;;;i ttl!!¢ 

·. ot .. ~rt tt>ll, ~n~ditl ... uddl1l'lt to tt1~ :n.r~etor 
0 f ~·:u !'fV•f-~tn ; .. f ~ ::1 ttl. .>t,? t. i} "Jrt !)it!, tt i.H'<nt 

John .'. i c:<!llO, };,Xt-(.:\;d;.iVI~ Dil'fi<'Jt(U', w~,:r· 'H~fugfie 
noa.rd. 

-~t;r fcurt'!l ~t?etL·li·.: (~f tL~1 '.':"tr ::.,yfu~.f~, Ho;l}rd \>fHfl an 
~;cr.rrlor(irkX}' \)f~t f\'·1(ed .m ·;.!w o~~ct>..tnon Qf ::.t,r H0rl1·trt 

~-·-rf:fT;,~)tl'-t-- nait·--i-t) Y,fTtr-dn{~ ~!h--·- ---·---~~--'--~-~ 

"ir. '!'f"ylor e1rp!r:dtH:d thn c1.rml~tf'tMHt"\il11m\'\&r ':r'i ten"' . 
f',ir \~r\::·-rt ~ t1ett~·m h;;'l br:-f:ln \nvHM tr: c')mtl; to Uu~ Jnit4ld 
''b-tf'l"" ':.t' c·:n f1H ~d th 1;!H~ ·..-t~li' Hl"1fu~et Hor,rd {)li f>ur ::mtual 
W'hFt<H' :.-: l:d'ht~'.ne.:;. "'it ;1t,th•~·rt rr.~,,(\e: R ritRt~·m~~nt indi­
c~-ltt:,,o! tt)ot; r,fJ h.nd tW.\1 '/{31:'f Ui~ndly C}f\d iwl!>ful diS\1119tl•· 
H'tOflH ~ib Jt'·;\},{~ gnd hi~~ s~>ff ;tnd ha~i U.l'i.'iV€!d Ht tnttlJt.llY 
1mt i..c>f ~~ c t\.:ry n.r n ngtldm';U. t'c: ;\i. c;; r;<m'o r'~''ld ~ht g 1.1t~~ tJi'J>{3lttf, 
n.nd c;t·· t,erj >.;;!lt Li.l' tlfitbt~l·t; 'Hd he WtH"t<. ~HH}''-I.tHrt t'n ~~gt'fH'il 
in \.;ritlr,_E (m t.hn -rc-tt¥1f'Otivf! Pi'"f~~" of ~ro!!'lrr;ti_nn of the 
t"'o 'H'g>'d.~'Rt:V:me. · n.11 ·')'trd \~tu! ~)lon:~{,~d thttt f~h('l nm;ttt~:ta 
hRd L·r:; r ·d;L.::f·d,orily .·~',im•tcd. 

:·r. ·,aylor rGli~~ect the !el"'tt.(<r of thcr·. fiM•ncd . .ng <>f ICC 
opiHhtiOMl. hG ~iipldn<Kl tard; tno !Jni1;t:'O ·;t~' .. ttH' 1~lf:{1 <'f.Q~­
rdttt;d to providr?r :i:?,·'·(~n, :::Xl t;o th"" lnte-r-r:av·0rnmen1a_>.l 
Comd .. ttet? of vhlch :mly f'\()JiH.'I ::~'00,:!00 had bean '~{tlle'd fot 
~:end ~,rovt(:ed tr: d~ttt!i. i1e •::;l~o ~xr.la.ined r,hn.t in <:td.dition 
the Bri.t ish. Government hHti rec(lnttly ot fE<.rcd lj>O ,mt up ono 
and <m~--h;."J.l f ~ill ion poundrt if lihie Gov&tmMMlt prov'i..d(;jd an 
®C{uiva.hnt tunount; tb-.~HO lunda \ll'ould h{f- u~ed for <lpeltatio-'l'U.l 

- -· -
-~~-: .. _--··-~_--~ 



in an~>J!iy ~r.rt enefAY•OC«ltll'i"d terrltQTY on~ tt,tt~4it.'t o~;t'f•,­
lt vaaagre~d that thit~ uovt~rnuu~n,t_ ough\ to l)J'OVS.tle 'b~ : 
at\d1t1onetl :ufiount still ow!ng: undCit- our ~2 .• 0C!O,OOO cQmfll1t• 
ment as promptly as needed by the ;tGG, and per:ha.pa at \h.e 
same time indioate tim,, 1f needed, til.dd1t1onal fU.ntte .· ... · .· 
orp;ttv>r 1 ~nt tn th§).t f'uttt1ertl.£Jd hy tl'H'I P.Titisll. vould b~ fortll• 
comini;·· 



My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am forwarding to you herewith 

the proposed minutes of the fourth meeting 

of the War Refugee Board. 

The apnroval of these minutes will 

be on the agenda for the fifth meeting of 

the Board. ·\ 

The Honorable 

Very truly yours, 

{Signed) ;r .1. Pebll 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

./ 

The Secretary of State 

Enclosure 

JWP:mgt 4/21/44 

·~ 
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ttnmn:n or· rnz .1•·omrru 
---- WAR Itl<'!FUG!'tl': 

· Held in the Off foe of the S¢oret~ry · ot ~f3tate. 
fhuuidnoy, April ~0, 19l~h. 

Prt:sfl:nt: 3E.teJr<lrt~i.ry of stat@ Fiull ( act~(i 9.& Chr:t1tll1a.n) 
·;eoreta.:ry. of the "frm;{,~:mry i:tot[{tmthau 
·;;1f.tc i nJ A r-r i Btz~n1; t () t be ~= oo rettt.ry of ~ft:l't 

Bundy (for Kr. ;:;t iiii»on) 
:~.yron Taylor, ;ut(;lrican i~epr~HHlintn:ttve on 

the Inter-covnrnmentn.l Gt'Jii!f~ltt~e 
.. ir Herb(~rt f':m0raon. Dirootor ot th6 Intflr..;. 

Goverrnmental Commi tt.ee · · 
· Hobert Pell, :;:peoial Anl!i~t~.mt to the Director 

of ~~uroDean Affni n, st(·. t'o 11epiol.:r.tp;ent 
Joh!!. ·'fl. Pehle, E:!HCutive Director, 'rl£1-l' !letugee ., 

Hoard. 

:·he· fourth me~ting of the 'r-:a.r rtHfuge.e Board wao an 
extraorr:linB.tY. one crd l+::d on thQ_ Q__CC<I.fJiQ-n o{_~;h·Jit~rb~rt;L_~~­
--nfr~ruon's· visit -to- the tlnf't~l :)tatEH$. 

Hr. T:~ylor ~xp!@.itlf'.ei' the circummtHnoae under whioh 
::.1r Herb~:rt .;~~ter~~on had b(?~n invited to oott!O to tno United 
Bthtet~ to confer \'11th tlw "-<ar Hefttgel\l Bonrd on our mutu.-:1.1 
aohere1:1 of inf'l uence. far H~l'bert · mrtde· a. t.rh.tflmt'tnt ind1-
cilting thnt .. he hn.d ht.u:i v~ry friendly t~.nd h-elpful dtncun- -­
siorw with 1 elll0 and t11e staff and haa ~~rrtvsd u.t mutually 
imthfactory r:.lrrt~.nw'Fmente. ··l'(}hle endort1ed thin ~tatetllent 
11.nd r~t"' ted that Sir Herbf}rt 11nd he were~ prep~tod. ~o a.gr6t't 
in "<riting ·on tl'w reepacttve nr.e·~s of opern.U.on 01 the 
two organizations. The Board wnti pleatJc;d thr1ct th'e ~tatt~rs 
hn.d been ~m.t h:fP.,etorUy Mljm•ttllt1 •. 

~#r. Taylor n~.1s~ed the r..~tHtt~r of thft f.1fk"lnC1ng of .IQ{) 
operntt.ona. H6 c1plained thr,d; the Uni too f}tateo was com­
mi. ttod to provide $a,ooo,ooo t.o thfi! lnter-Governmtmtal . 
Gom". 1 tter~ of whloh only aome ~200,000 luarl. been called for 
~nd provided. to date. !h:. nlg:J<) exJ)la1nad thnt in addition __ 
t11e Brit ish ~..1overnment nad recently of'f~red to put up one 

· e..ml one-h.-1..lf mil lion poundo if thio GovormtJ.efit provided an 
~quivalent amount; t~heae funds tll'ould bo mnld for operations 

·~ 



in enl1!wy ll.J'id 
It wul hffrr,'il!l:d tn.[,t thi(<J: Govt~rm~Himt 
r,(T d it i onnJ f:J:~ount t~ till <nifi ng tu1d or Ollf 
mf~nt n-fi r1romptly tw n~edud. by tlu~ lGC 
t:mJl'iG time 1.mlic<1te thn:t. if tl#(·:ded. 
fftc;uivl!l (H1fi tP U_i~t rurnir.rhed by the 
corning. 
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. M~R 2 J 1944 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am forwarding to you herewith 

the proposed min11tes of the th1rd meeting of 

the War Refugee Board. 

The approval of these minutes will 

be on the agenda for the fo11rth meeting ot 

the Board. 

The Honorable 
(. 

The Secretary of State. 

Enclosure 

JWPehletlhh 3/28/44 

Very tr11ly yours, 

J. w. fehle 
Exeo11tive Director. 



MAR 291944 

Ky dear Hr. Secretary: 

I am forwarding to you herewith 

the proposed minutes of the third meeting of 

the War Refugee Board. 

The approval of these m1nutesw1ll 

be on the agenda for the fourth meeting of 

the Board. 

!'he Honorable 
/ 

The Secretary of War. 

Enclosure 

JWPehlenhh 3/28/44 

0 

(11gnad) J.l. Pale 

J. w. Pel4e 
Exeout1Te Director. 

" 
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My dear .Mr. Secretary: 

I am forwarding to you herewith 

the proposed minutes of the third meeting 

of the War Refugee Board. 

The a.puroval of these minutes 

will be on the agenda for the fourth meeting 

of the Board. 

The Honorable 

Very truly yours. 

(Signsd) J.l. ~e 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

The Secretary of the Treasury 

JWP:mgt 3/28/44 



~"- I 
Minutes 

- .·_ . 

Held in the Office of the S~cretary of State, iOJlo A.M~ 1 
March 21, 1944. 

Present: Secretary of State Hull (acted as Chairman) 
Secretary of the Treasury Morgen thau ~ 
Secretary of War Stimson 
Assistant Secretary of War McCloy 
Acting Executive Director,.War Re'fugee 

John W. Pehle. 

The Board took the follOloTing action: 

(l) The minutes of the second meeting of the Board, held 
on February 41 1944, were approved. 

(2) -The Acting Executive Director summarized the develop­
ments since the last meeting, including the following: 

(a) Rescue activities through Turkey, especially 
the work of Ira Hirschmann, representative of 
the War Refugee Board in Ankara. Mr. Hirschmann 
has succeeded in evacuating children and some 
adults from Bulgaria through Turkey to Palestine 
and in obtaining Turkish Government's per~ission 
for the use of Turkish boat to evacuate refugees 
from Constanza to Istanbul. 

(b) Rescue activities through Spain, including the­
efforts of the War Refugee Board to remove from 
Spain the refugees now in Spain so that the 
Spanish Government will be more helpful in 
permitting refugees from France to enter Spain. 
Pehle reported that the Board had been unable 
to get any real measure of cooperation from 
Ambassador Hayes in Madrid and consideration 
was being given to the 'steps which could be taken 
to solve this problem. 

(c) The psychological warfare program, including 
cooperation of OWI, the warning to the satellite 
governments made through various neutral govern­
ments, and the proposed statement by the President. 
Secretary Hull indicated that the British Government 
has asked for two days in which to consider tne 
statement. 

" 



(d) Cooperation of Russia. 
sent a strong cable to 
request soliciting the 
Government in the wor~ 

(e) Financing of the \'lar Refugee Board 1s operations~ 
It was made clear to the Board that no projects 
are being refused because of lack of finances 
and adequate financial assistance is available 
from private agencies. As recommended by the 
Acting Executive Direct.::>r, the Board took the 
position that it was not necessa~y to askCongre~~ 
for an appropriation at this time, but that lf 1 at 
a later date, private finances were not adequate 
an appropriation could be reguested. The Boa~ 
w·as ad vised that the sum of $100"000 in private 
funds \vas available to the Board for financing 
confidential activities and that the $1 1 000 1 000 
obtained from the President's funds was largely 
being used for pay;nent of the salaries and other 
administrative expenses of the Board. $2001 000 
of this amount is being made available to the 
Intergovernmental Committee as this Gove~nment's 
contribution to the Intergovernmental Committee's 
work. 

(3) Secretary Morgenthau reported that at the President's 
request he had had a conference with Myron Taylor, 
American Delegate to the Intergovernmental Committee, 
and had explained to Mr. Taylor the accomplishments ;, 
of the i'lar Refugee Board in the short time it has been 
in existence. Mr. Taylor has invited Sir Herbert 
Emerson and Patrick Halin to come to the United States 
to confer with the War Refugee Board ooncerningmu.tl.l.al 
problems. 

(4) The ExecuUve Order establishing the War Refugee Board 
provides that the Board shalJ. make frequent reports to 
the President. Pehle indJ,.oat-ed that a report to the 
President was being prepared and that it would be 
circulated to the Board members for· approval in the 
near future. 

(5) The Board then gave careful consideration to a recommenda­
tion by Pehle that temporary havens of refuge be pl'QVided 
in the United States for all oppressed peoples escaping 
from Hitler. Under this suggestion these people-would 
be placed in camps established in this country and remain 

· there until the termination of the war at which time they 
would be returned to their homelands. Pehle urged that 



(6) 

the Board recommend. to. the J?resideni; 
publicly that the United States was 
these oeoole for the duration of the war 
save theii- lives 

1 
and pointed out the . · 

inherent in such action. There "I'Jas a 
of the proposal and it was agreed 
be placed before the President. 

The Board discussed naming Pehle as permanent Executl,ye 
Director and Pehle 1 s designation was agreed upon subject 
to the President's concurrence. (The Acting Executive 
Director was not present during the discus~io~ of ~his 
item,) 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE Of THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

./ 
ro Secretary Morgenthau 

FROM J. W. Pehle 

If you agree, I propose to have the following 
minute inserted in the Minutes of the ~hird Meeting 
of the War Refugee Board: 

11 5. The Board discussed na.ming Pehle as 
permanent Executive Director and it 
was agreed that provided the President 
concurred Pehle should be so designated. 
(The Acting Executive Director \'iaS not 
present during the discussion of this 

- item.) 

.-t·· 

" 



·- ~-

Secretary Morgenthau 

J. w. Pehle 

If you agree, I propose to have the followiflg 
minute inserted in the Minutes of the Third Meet1ns 
of the We.r Refugee Board: 

·--.' 

...... 

d5. The Board discussed naming Pehle as 
permanent Executive Director and 1t 
was agreed thet provided the Preeldent 
concurred Pehle should be so designated. 
(The Acting Executive Director waa not 
present during the discussion of this 
item.) · 

(SiA'Iled J. w. Pel!le 

JWPilhh 3/26/44 

,; . 

-- .,._ .. . . -··,_-

'. 

" 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am forwarding to you herewith 

the propos~d .minu£es of the fourth meeti.ng 

of the -~ar Hefugee Board. 

The apnroval of theee minutes 

will be on the a.genda. for the fifth· meeting 

of the Boe.rd. 

Very truly yours, 

(S~ecr) J.w. Pehle 

The Honorable 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

/ 
The Secreta.ry of the Trea.sury 

Enclosure 

JWP:mgt 4/21/44 

. -·-:; 



Held in the Office of; the secretary 
Thurede;y, .1\pril '20• · 1944 •.. · · 
PrEHlP-nt: Senreta.ry of Sta,te Hull ( 

Secretary of the T 
Special Asnistant to the 

Bundy (for Mr. Stimson) 
Myron Taylor, American Representative on 

the Inter-Governments.! Committee Sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the lnter• G·overnmental Committee 
Robert Pell, Special Assistant to the Director of European Affairs, State Department 
John vi. Pehle, Executive Director, War Hefugee 

Board,. 

The fourth meeting of the War Refugee Board·was a:n extraordinary one called on the oocas1.on of Sir Herbert Emerson's visit to the United States. · 
Mr. Taylor explained the circumstances undel" t.,rhich · Sir Herbe1·t Emerson had been invited to come to the United States to confer \'11th the War Refugee Board on our mutual spheres of influence. Sir Herbert made a staten1ent indl• eating tb.at he had had very friendly and helpful. discus-sions tvi th Pehl e and his staff and had arrived a,t mutU~llY .. . . ~~~-~-~~--satisfactory a:rrangEHilenta.. Pellle e.nde"taed--th-is--statmnl'ffi~-.-. - .. -.--and stated tfiat Sir Herbert and he were prepa.red to._ agre~ · in ,.,ri ting on the reepeoti ve areas of operation of th,e ·-. hro organizations. 'l'he Board. '<~'aB pleased that th!l'i matters had been satisfactorily adjusted. 
Mr. Taylor raised the matter of the financing of lGO operations. He explained that the United Sta.tes was com• mitted..to provide $2,000,000 to the Inter-Governmental · Committee of which only some $200,000 had been called for and provided to deJ;e. He alao exple,ined that in addit1on the British Government had recently offered to put up one and one-half million pounds if this Government provided· an· equivalent amQunt; these funds would be used for· Operations 



~ ~ ~ 

in- enemy and enemy-occupied· terri tory op a. ttor.8Q1'\" basi"· 
It was agreed that this Government ought to provide ~he . 
add.itional amount still owing under our $2,00Q,OOOcoJitdt .... 
ment as promptly as needed by the IGO, and perhaps at tb.e 
same time indlc·a,te that, if needed, additional funds· ~ · 
equivalent to that furnished by the British. would bG :t'otth-
com ing. ~~ ~ · ~ ~ 



f-_ t thir::~ nie8T i ntr· 

Official File Copy 

(l) Mmrov$.1 of m\.nutea Of £econd meeting n~ld on F'eoru.Etry 4; 
lJ,;;<i. 

(;C) i>eport of' Ao~.l.ng E.;.xecut.lve Lireot.or on &~Scornpl1onmente 
and davelopmaut~ since last meetif•6, including t#ne 
followlng: 

(b) Rescue through ap~1n. 

(c) .Fsycilolog1.a!1l wArfaz•e !WOgram 1no.l.Ud1ng oooper&\#1un 
of v'tll, proposed f) tn.t@;ttent by the Preal.tlent, nnd. 
the wsrn.lng to the HEA ltelU tr. goverument.a. 

(d) Coopera Uon of Hue. A h .• 

\e) Coop<n•atlon by th.o ur1Ueh Hml r~bt1ona w.lth the 
lntergovernriWO tal Comm1ttee. }'J'opoeet1 v1elt or 
~:.ir H€1rbert Emerson. 

(f) L1oens1ng of rem1ttnnoes of fi.Uld.a to onemy territory 
to £1 F'•1n t ln l'enou~t ~tnd. e·margency raliet opera t1one.'' 

(g) F'innuo lng of War Refugtu~ Board 1 s up ere. tiona. 

{h) ~tali of War Refugee Board. 

( 3) A;}provP l of prepara t1on of raport to t.he Presi<lent. 

(4) Consideration of rt~co'Am~n•1l•.i.1<>n oy ~tt•. i'IHl.le tlle.t. llemporat•y 
haV9IIH of t•ef"ug'3 oe P!'OV1ded in this ooun l...t'Y :for all 
OPl,ramseCl people a f}S<lllping trum Hitler - ... '!.heBe people to· 
be plnoed i11 camps eat.nDlieh.ed in thlA ooWltl~y tHld to 
roroaln there until lihtt t.0r:nimttl.on or t..ne wEu• at wnich 
tl:ne tiiey ~1ill· oe ~·~t.urned t.o their hOilH~l.an.ds. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State DelJt. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R. H. Purks Date...s.E£...1 ( 1972 

" 



TO 

FROM 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICA liON 

oATE Mar. 13, 1944 
Secretary Morgenthau· 

J. IV. Pehle 

If you agree I will ask Mr. Hull 

to call a meeting' of the War Refugee Board 

for the latter part of tnis '"eek. 

I agree c:;;::IIJ ____ ffl~~-7-· r--~-
\ 

(:,/ 

. ;J 
A. \ 

. 
I i<r- \-I! 

. ;l), 

c' 

" 



MEMORANDUM: 

I am to call Stimson the first thing 

in the morning and advise him that we would like 

to have a meeting of. the War Refugee Board on 

FridE>.y ar Saturday of this week to be held, in 

Mr. Hull's absence, either in -Secretary Morgenthau1 s 

office ·or in Secretary Stimson's office, whichever 

Stimson prefers. Morgenthau would prefer to have 

the meeting at 9 or 9:30 a.m., on either Friday 

or Saturday. 

" 





My dee.x> Mr. Secretary; 

I am fol'We.rding to you herewith 
. the proposed minutes of ·the second: meeting 
of the We.r Refugee Board. 

The approv!}.l of thee I 'minutea . _ 
will be on the agenda for the third meeting 
of the Board. 

Very truly yours, 

{Signed' 3. W. Pl'lb1 ~ 

J. w. Pehle 
Acting ·Exeouti ve Director 

J 

The ·Ronorable Henry Mol'gen.th&u4--.Jr. L 

:Secretary of the Treasury. 

luoloaure. 

EBTowler:hd: ~/15/44 

--~-~-

;' 
---

" 



Held in the Office 
Friday, February 4, 

Present: Secretary of 
Secretary of 
Assistant 
.Assistant 
John w. 

of 
designation a a :1\.cting 

Executive Direoto:r) . . · , 

The Board took the following action; 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

05) 

John Vi~ Pehle was appointed .Acting Exeontlve · 
Director. · 

The Board approved the propose.l that ·.the Acting · · 
Executive Director should send letters to all 
interested private aeencies asking for their 
concrete suggc11..:tions on action to be takenby 
the Board to carry out the President's polioy 
as enunciated in the Executive Order creating 
the Boe.r>d. 

The Board approved the policy of refraining fl'olll 
dealing with cases involving the rescue ot · · 
specific individuals. . · · · . 

'.rhe Board was advised that the President l1ad · . 
alloo11tod $1 1ooo.ooo to the BmtPd out o.f'h1s · 
Emergenc? Fund, and that the Treasury Departtn.e~t ·· 
has 1·e~e~v~d for the purposes of ... the War ....... ·· R. e._f.llcg.· ... ~~ .. ·• 
Boapd ;j>lQ~OO fr..orn. IiiAS and -$l0c .i'J>olll.4n . · ··~. ··~·· .. ·~= .. "--:· -~ 
individual refugee. The Boa!'d approved ~he sttg.:. 
ge.stion that private contributions lil')t l>e =u~·ea 
for administrative expe!lses, but should be used 
for a.pp1•oprio.te projects. 

The Board instructed the Aoting Executive Direotor 
to request the Bureau of the Budget to hold in 
abeyance action on a submission by the Stat~ .· ..... · 
Depalitment of an estimate in the sum of $51000~000 
fof> the Intergovernmental Coll'imithe on R~fugees. 



Following action. on the, al:Jove i 
· Di.r.eotor repllrted to the'Boara 

Tlie Acting Executive Director 
··proceed promptly to establi'sh .. D"""".._ .... 
Washington,· handling as 11 ttle 
sible, and wi.~h the prompt designation oi' . 
to serve abroad. He also indicated that he 
p1•omptly with private groups the l~aising ()£ l)riva 
:for the purposes of the War Refugee Board.. ~ · 



My dea~ Mr •. MoCloy: 

1 am forwarding to you hel"ewith 
the proposed minutes of the second meeting · 

··-of the War Refugee Board. 

The approval of these minutes 
will be on the agend~ for the third meeting 
of the Board. 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
Aoting Executive Dire6tor 

Honorable John McCloy," 

.A'ssistant'Seoi>etaryof War~ 

Enclosure. 

EBTowJ.er:hd 2/15/44 
I 

" 



Held in thtf Office· of the Secretary of ~ta •. •·,·_·.·.-..... ·.v··· ..... , ov.-1\:.-J'I!.•t·.:,"········. 
Friday, February>4• 1944• · · 

Present: Secretary of State ·Hull (~oted as Oh~t~'}~'-
Seoretary of the Treasury Morgenthau .. · _ •.. _._·. 
Assistant Secretary of the Trea:suey: Q$stonx 
Assistant- Secretary of War McOloy .· ._·· ·•. · • \ 
John W. Pehle. (after designa.Uon as J\(lting 

· ·. Ex,Qutive pireotor-) .. · · . 

The BofU'd took the following action: 

(1) John w. Pehle was appointed Acting Executive 
Director. · 

{2) The Boa:rd app:roved the p:roposal that' the Aeting 
Executive Di:recto:r should send lette:rs to all 
interested pr·ivata agencies asking for. their 
concrete suggestions on action to be taken by 
the Boa:rd to carry out the President's policy 
as enunciated in the Executive Order creating 
the Board. 

( 3) The Boa:rd approved the policy of ref:raining £:rom 
dealing with cases involving the :rescue o£ · · 
specific individuals. 

(4) The Board was advised that the President had 
allocated $1,000,000 to theBoa:rd out of hb 
Emergency Fund, and that the Tl'easury .Depa-rtment .. 
has received for the pul'poses of the War Refugee ' 
Board $100,000 from HIAS and $10 from an. 
individual refugee. The Boa:rd approved the sug.­
gestion that private contrlbuti9ns not be ~sed 
fo:r administrative expenses; but should beused 
for app:rGprlate projects. . _· · 

(5) The Board instructed the Acting Executive Director 
to request the Bu:reau of the Budget to hol_ d 1_ n 
abeyance action on a submission b;1 the ,State: . . · 
JJepa:rtment of an estimate in the sum of $5,000,000 
fo:r the Inte:rgovernmental Colllllllttee on Refugees• 

" 

---- --~------'-'---..:___c_~~~~~c--.c_ 

': 
----~----



Following action _on the above i 
Director repo1~ted to th~ Boa:rd 
The Acting Executive Director 
proceed promptly to eatablisha 
Washington, handling as little­
sible, and with the pl'OJ4pt aesignation of 
serve abroad. He also indicated that he 
with private groups tho raising of p1•ivate 
of the War ilefugee Board. 

_.-

"' 



. ~ 
-----··~ .- .. :~.:·;- ;~.( .-. 

:r,~y dear Mr. Secretary; 

I am forwarding ~to you herewith 
the ]WOp6sed minutes of the second meeting 
of the War Refugee Board. 

The a.pprova'l of these minutes 
VTill be on· the agenda for the third meeting 
of the Board. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. w. Pehle 

J. w. Pehle 
Acting Executive Director 

J 

'fhe I!onorable Cordell Hull, 

Secretary of State. 

Enclosure. 

· EBTowler :hd 2/15/44 

..·· ~· 
~· )~ ~~~ 

~)1 ~~. 

tt ~~ ~ ~ 



Held in. the Office of . the S~cretary o.f Stat!• · .... 
~Friday, February 4,1944. · 

Pres<mt; Saoretary of state Hull (acted fiB Che.~.rmanl 
Secretary of the Treasury Mo:rgenthau .··.·. · .· . 
Assistant Secretary of. the· '.rr¥tf.\BUIW. Ga.a~on,· 
Assiata.nt Secretary of War MoOloy . · .. · · .... · ... • ...... · .. 
John w. Pehle (after designation as Aotlng .. 

Exeouti ve Director) 

The Board took the following Mtions 

(1) 

(2) 

John w. Pehle was appointed Acting Executive 
Director. 

The Board approved the proposal that the .Aoting 
Executive Director should send letters to all .. 
interested private agenoiefJ asking for their 
concrete suggestions on e.otlon 1;o be taken by 
the Board to carry out the President's policy 
as enunciated in ~1e Executive Order creating 
the Board. 

(3) The Board app1•oved the polioy of refraining f'l'om 
dealing with ·oases involving the resQue qf . 

(4) 

speoifio in<l.ividuals. . . 

The Board was advised that the President had · 
·allocated $l,ooo,ooo to the Board out 9f his · .. 
Emergency Fund, and that the Treasury D$pa,_;t~ntifit 
has received for the purposes of the War Rctlfugee. 
Board $100,.000 fl'om. HIAS and $10 from an 
indl v~aual refugee. Tho Boara approved the aug• 
gestioh that private oontl'ibutione not be usea 
for administrative expenses; but should be used 
for appropriate projects. 

(5) 'l'he Board instructed the t·.oting Executive Direotor 
to pequost the Bureau of the Budget to hold in · 
abeyance action on a submission by the State.· 
Department of an estimate in the oum of $5,0001900 
for the Intergovernmental Comml ttee Qfi Refugoe.s,. 





.. --·/_.··. . ./'_--~ 

Held in the Office o~ 
Friday, February 4, 

.j. . .. ... . .. 

Present: Secretarv of State Hull (acted as Ohc:drman) 
Secreta.ry of the Treasury· Morgenthauv .· ·--·-~ 
AsEistant Secretary of the Treasury Gast.on 
Assistant Secretaty of War McCloy" 
John \'/. _P_ehle (after c1esignation as Acting 

Executive Director) 

The Board took the following action: 

(1) John W. Pehle was apnointe~Acting~xecutive 
Director. 

( 2) The Boa.rd ap·oroved the -oroposaJ that the Acting 
Executive Director should send lettera to all 
interested orivate agencies asking for their 
concrete suggestions on action to be taken by 
the Board to carry out the President~s policy 
as enunciated in. the Executive Order creating 
the Boc:trd. 

( 3) The Board apnroved the pol icy~ of refrc:dning from. 
d~aling with cases involving the rescue of 
specific individuals. 

(l.~) The Boa.rd \•ras a.C',vised th2t the President had 
allocated $1,000,000 to the Board out of his 
Emergency Fund, and tha.t the Treasury Depar-tmen~ 
has received for the purposes of the War Refuge.~ -
Board $100,000 from HIAS and $10 from an . - · '. 
individual refugee. The Board approved the sug..;. · 
gestion tha .. t private contributions.~ not be· used 
for administra.tive expenses, but should be used 
9y thg l.oUHg EJEeeu'l;ive BireclJor for appropriate· 
projects. 

(5) The Board instructed the Acting Executive Director 
to request the Bureau of the Budget to hold in 
abeyance action on a submission by the State . 
Depa>rtm·ent- of an estimatev in the sum of $5,000,09,0. · 
for ,the.· Intergovernmental Comini ttef? on Refugees~··_.­
!l'ftio aotion vas te.ken ai; '{;fie 5i1ggesbi0n of. Secre-. 
t e:rr:y Ilt1ll • 

·--~.:_, __ ___...; ;_.-



"Wollo1-ring act ion on tl:te above it ems the 
Director reported to the Board on accompl 
The Acting Executive Director also ind 
proceed nro~ntly to est?blish B small 
';'/Eu:~hington, hancll ing a.s 1 itt 1 e of tr&e actual 
nr-ebl e~ a.s nossi bl e, ELTid v1i th the prompt des 
re:;resent;:,t.ives to serve a.broa.d. I-fe c:Llso 
v·o:_lld ciiscuss promotly with .Qriva.te groups the ral.SJ.ng of 
)Ti vat e funds for the purposes of "the 1tJar Refugee Board • 

• 

.~ 
"· 

·., 

l~-



. ·.·-

1 •. Plans for operation. 

2. 

(a) Small.professiqnal s·taff in Washington handling 
as )ittle o·f actual operations as possible • 

Prompt de.sigriaJion .of ·representatives abroad. 

Use of ;private funds to fullest extent possible; 
discuss with pdva te groups raising of adequate 
funds. · 

Report on accomplishments to date. . - . -

··3. Emphasize cooperation already being received from State 
Department and the War Department and desire of private 
agencies to be-helpful. 

-·:-· ..,;_ 

.... ,_- - •; 



---~ 

AG(;UIDA 

Select an J.:;xecutive Director. 

1\,uthor;i:o~~ Executive Director 

(a) to act on oehalf of the Board, with 
to the l)oard; 

(b) ir..mcdiately to employ the necessary personnel 
a secretary for the :Soard) for ;yashington and 

i. tbe anDointrJents for the field may be made 
ev·en on a tentative uasis. 

(c) to ciisbctrse funds for o~r,rating expeJ;J.ses; 

(d) to arranf;,e vri th State, Treasury and 'Har for the designa~ 
tion cf liaise?:. offj_cers :for each ::JepartHent to ·work -
vtith the Executive Director at a staff level and with 
Rhorn srJecial quest::.ons involvin,; the particular Dep::~rt­
nent rB.;r J€ cleared, 

3. Arr<'.nge for next -meeting of the 13oard. 



\ 

-· 
1. Select an r;xecuti ve Director.; 

2. Authorize Executive Director 

{a) to act on behalf of the Board, 
to the Board; 

(b) illllll.ediately to employ the necesa_art personnel (includi.ng 
a ~ecretarY for the Board) for 'Washington af[d-th~-fie~ 

i. the appointments for the fi.ld may be made 
even on a tentative basis. 

(c) to disburse. funds for operating expenses; 

to-arrange with State, Treasury and War for the designa~ 
tion of liaison officers for each Department to work 
with tho Executive Director at a staff level and with 
whom special questions involving the particular Depart-

(d) 

ment may be cleared. 

;. Arrange for next meeting of the BOif.rd. 



ley" view is that the first meetl.ng of the Board ought to be short- -· 
and sweet and deal only with the following matters: · · 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Selection of the Executive Director or the Acting 
Executive Director. · 

Formal adoption and approval by the Board of the 
statement of policy contained in the preamble of 
the Executive Order. This statement, possibly some­
what reworded, ought to be issued in the form of a 
press release, together with the name of the Executive 
Director or the Acting Executive DirectOr. 

Authority to the Executive Director to proceed to 
carry out the policy thus enunciated, to set up 
without any delay the necessary staff, and to report 
to the Board at its meetings on the action taken, 
the progress being made, and the obstacles encountered. 

The question of getting the Departments· represented on the Board, 
as well as War Shipping, FEA, etc., to designate liaison officers with 
the Board should not be taken up at the first meeting, but should be 
handled informally or await subsequent meetings. 

11 

t. 





1. AnnaWlett tM.t · 4Itl\t~al 
to our "'t••••a.tt.Uvtt. ~~'"'' ....... ~ .......... 
Puuideat. • altJ.QJ& «M dbtotlllg 
their not~octivo litl«e. · · 

·a. J!ovt t~r the (!iatt t\ ~ .1n~~11t ~~ G !J:,~utlvt . 
r: __ -ir«u• t~e oiui~.u4 ni t_t{___ • . ll'i)~po~~ .... _111 \r_.·.·f4.· t to~_-._-._£Afil_._· _&:t_1_" ~~- .....•... < 
a,aeJ.t1c W~PtOtl&la itl4 4l.rao~J.ni I.C~&ll_.fllt~ the J!~~f;f\;\f.~ _ 
·pJ'o.uervl.l.tlan t:l! f.i.t!~ta t~ Dti ~bmfttoil t't;;l' th~ w~tutice.r•• 
tion ~f th& ~~ar4. 

3. ~a. to · t.l'.w.l;: t1.1ell O(tt;f'Fttti~l.l ~1fih t~ 1ilt.u;n4t·vt 
i.tir•&d,cit~ dU b~ u;iv&n by tl,~. o£.rb~ra ~f iht t~»Af'tmMl\ . 
ot A,$ltflt ';But .i~GH.mtivtt ~.lHCittt .ll ~b~ '*U!Jh. . .·.· ... 
in.fof,(MLUOl'l Oi'* ll.tiGhtan.~o «O M ., l"aquin t~~~ ~ (tlU,tl• 
QJ' ,.,iflti~.!U~ ot the Dapr·t~at. fae l'iltUJ l)i'l. J"tth.g·~~ .• ,., 
tori/J in the eaato«; ()i,' the i!ha J-"h'ldon will ht ~'fi:!;1l ... lt . 
!g~ tHr. nsul ta_··· thn bf the l!:a_ C(lii. t_ 'il'_ .. , t;in_-ct~l .-~-~' w_ 111 ~--~~nlitl 
J;tt·n tui;}.-ra_thn .r,ef th~~t :p,a.;;t Q4 v.~tatn* actidUoe htro 
and Hlutiun& .._&>.ou. . . · ~-~-. 

~ 4.. .iwtlt, thf Hii<~u·d tnt.\. 1'.4~ .!~lbwlihg Lctmr-ntd 
ONOt' .h UOll'lg 1Utwit 

~!he r~x4)ci.lt1v~ !ilnut"P.- l\nd. ·41& $/€:f~.~~•-.tah!Ul 
havo ttc right Q! 4-uovt l\c{h'~*-~., ta. t,. Ohi•l:t ~l- tht 

rbpflate td.vbl~n• of ~~o ti#Jlf.er~t. ot. ~tn.tc. .lj;. 
" ~ to olitala ~Poh 1ufoft~Hktlca -t~~t· -41ijhi~~• &a .tta 
ay reqv.bo in f'o!·.~l.lld!J~ ~u ¥lee.~ -· 

&. 'fht Depvwnt tflll it.i~ Ai tJ"~~l'tb,~ 1-4\ttt\ l'tt • ._.· ~0-i'e ln ru_etn,»aniitno_ t v.r1_th tlw l_'n\_· i)~Jti.i~-l:i,\ttl 
coam. ttn ud J.ua-ltl&n rnadona -~~Mi. . . . • . . . . ·· 

IS. · Q,u$tt1~:u i~~h.H~ to tb• 4\~~1~1)~, CJ: ~lt~Oial 
t.tbf.'hU to A~iiR'h~ 1tl1don1 will w illtl11li~~fl 4;\t ono:l. 
aw ~3 t~~~r~At q4 w!U lHilut14•r ·r-ee•ll<~n~auon~ t.-\11&\ the .Joo,.rd. . 

1. Aru•v\i~ctt \Ua.t j@U mW13 litd~D.bt4 ~. L~t&ttlt~i~-
aa· ;,olU' e.lt•l'l'l&tt oa \AI aoa»4. · . 

e. 2uftt•t \bt aom atJ~•b. tht ®~t~m f<Jr a¢.-· 
qute •»rropr'lt.Uone to .. tu ._,.Dta•r•Uv• tltJ-..1 .G.4. 
tor 1b ot~,rr•Una oo•t•. W.••• thtl'ff •" ~LS~U3'blt 
1Jl e.\~# fU OJ? fltthlU7 u.,.~, •.. State Dept: L~tter,l'll'p2 13 187Z 

· By R. lL Parlia Date~ . 
.. 11. 


