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FROM

- EXECUTIVE OFFl

CE OF .THE PRESIDENT
W AR REF

The Executive Director -

P, J. HeCormack

{
Number of Persons Rescued Since the Es

Refuzee Board,

/

" I. Movements %o Neutral and Allied Areés

900 .

2,638 - .

tablishmentfbffthé'Wé ]

6,827

(Fedhala) = -
(Phillipville)
(FtAVOntario)

plus several thousapdff;: E
in early 1944 T

- Roumania -to Turkey .
Bulgaria to Turkey 448
To North Africa 906
400
To Middle East 45,000
To Pslestine 10,000
Italy to United States 985
Within Yugoslavia 4,840
To Switzerland 9,172
Hungary to Roumania 2,000
Occupied to 1liberated Slovakia 280
Gresce via Turkey to Middle East o
Trangnistria to Roumsania 48,000
Spain to Portugal 1,582
France to Spain
Norway, Finland, and Baltic Areas D
to Sweden . 4,770 -
Yugoslavia to Italy 11,229 -
Protective Documents in Hungary 14,000
Latin American Passport Recognition 1,000
Spanish Sephardic Recognition ' 555
Portuguese Sephardic Recognition 400-
Restoration Turkish Citizenship .
certain Jews 700
. Exchange (sctual snd/or lot improved) 1,000
- United States Visas ) 4,350
' 126,604

II. Situatiop in LLbegg&ed.Azeas

(See Attachments 1, 2, and 3,)




i—,oource Be rn's 7blo, Auvewber 15, 1944

(Cavle from Lichtheim and Reignei WJC Reprei
“to Nahun Goldmen, New Yor% ) '

LéEEEE@Q '
Deporied; <1lleqi,starvea

150,000 France

27,000 Belgium
140,000 . Holland ' an
2,000 - Denmark

10,00 Italy

160,000 Germany
. 80,000 - austria .

70,000 - - .- Protectorate

60,000 Slovskia

65,000 Yugoslavia ]

450,000 Hungary T .1,1 LT
00,000 Fumenis (Bukovina, Bessarabla) T el

55,000 : Greece (mainly Salonika) - B
220,000 Baltic states N

2,800,000 _ Polend
4,509,000 TOTAL¥

% To this aust be wcded 1,000,000 (provebly ‘more) killed in bu:Sla during

Germun cceupation oi Ukraine and White Russia. - - Sl
: . i

- II B; Lebor &hd‘Concéntr&tion

IT 2. mstimatea Living -

(Exclusive of Concentraticn Camps) - Cemp Estimate
120,000 France 36,000 Theresienstadt ~
20,000 Belgium . -20,000 Bergen Belsen and
15,000 Holland . o gimiler camps. .
25,000 Itely 200,000 Various lsbor camps. in
15,000 Sweden® : © . Poland, Silesiay :
43,000 Swituerlend™ Germany snd Austrla

3,000 Spain ana Portugal 256,000 TOTAL

10,000 Germany and fustris
. 2,000 Czechoslovekie
- 250,000 Hungary
300,000 FRumenia -
45,000 Bulgaria
12,000 Greece - ;
50,000  Poland v
910,000 TOTAL
Totel Estimuted Livings 1,166,000

# Including 5,000 refugees from Denmark;énd Norway
#% Including 26,000 refugees i




© : © - Hource: 1\

Flishu Dobkin, Immlkrt t_Lon Depertment Heau, Jd ev'lsh & g
survive of Europe's 6,000;000 pre=wer yopuldﬂ on«

ey bt
pull il
5
[47]
w

0i tonese survivors- 300,000 &re in derman control, can 900 OOO ar"' 1n l:Lber
zilied and neutral territory. -

Pre-ver (1959) rstimate - Present Population Estinate
300,000 Frence . 180,000
900,000 - - - foumgnia - 300,000
3,500,000 Polena - - 350, oo
Bulgarie ) " 45,000
dreece 10,000
, Belgzium S .7 18,000 -
tely (liberated) 30,000
 Switzerland ' 27,000 refugees :
Hungery . o 100, QOQ
. - 7’711
iidale East
(exclusive of Palebtlne)ao() OOO
Norwey - s o
" Denmark ' S
# 0f above figure 50,000 are in .LJ.beru_teu portions oi Poland, wh:l.le 200 000
ere in Russia. : .
e E,}-;ct»ap't.( for those resident in Sweuen, balance are in Therésienstadt-
EC Toem, - T : ) f
”n- s :




85 but- 1ﬁc¢ud_n us:
COHEIOLLEM nurope) o,OOU 000. Jev“ hcu escaped destractlon by emlgrat on.

Fitineted L,UQ0,00U (Laue ectors)'é; ;
<z followsy - .

Pre—ver (1759) ictizmote

340,000 Frence 170,000

3,550,000 Polend , 100,60’0 ;,Qoo;ood :
R ’ (Ineomplgte)‘ . B
600,000 , ' Gerﬁany .V R Almbst'po Gefmaﬁ Jeﬁé iéfﬁr;'x"
55,000 Iouly S zo,oob'
99,000 Bel ium ) <0 - 30,000
146,000 fetheriands 10 - 15,000
301, Gud Czechoslovekie : 45 —150,000*
140,000 . iustria - : 200

# ircluaes Thercsiensteal copulation uieue up O;_JEHQ iroinall or many
contlinentey ruro. esn countries.







The War Je;uﬂe@ Board is charged with' the overall reqwonslblllty of
carrying out the policy of this Government to- ‘tike. all: measures with
- its nower to rescue the victims of enemy -oppression who-are in. 1nmuﬁ ent

Zanzer of deatl and othervise Lo afford such. victims-all poseible re—

lief and assistance consistent with the successful prosecutwon of the
War.,

LLNING TC R DCNE

territory.

-

Trese Jews are located in céncentratlon cCamps,
Tasor camps, or are in hiding. Several thousand are known to posg~-
secs ad hoc Letin Americen passports and almost 5,000 are entitled;
bzcause of rel-tionship to U.-S. ulblZenS or U, 8. r831dents, to
non-quota or preferencs quota U. 5. inmigration visas,

5. 3witzerland is the ﬁrlnclpal place from which these actﬂVlt*es may
' now take oslace, Pending )rc,bcts in Switzerland are as follows:
: \ ;
1, Seeret negotiztions being conducted by Saly mayer, a Swiss Jaw,
with the Gestapo for the lives of the Jews renalnlng in Nagi-~-
controlled “urope,

2. uMdll scale rescue operations conducted’ by the represen batives
[ fourteen private American rélief organizations.under U, S, .

?peasury licenses and under the guidance and supervision of -

#cllelland, ) : Tn g

i 3. ivacuation of refugees from Sw1tzerldnd,1n order _to fac111tate:
. ! the entry of more refugeas into Switzerland.

2. As early as March 1944, this Government assured the Sw1ss
that we would arrsnge for maintenance and find ‘havens. for-
. o e The Swiss have’ how ra=..

onl

sving of some 300,000 to 500,000 Jews still in Nazi- -~

Guested that 1672 fiungarian Jews who arrived in: Switzerland " -

in August and December, 1944, be evacuated from Switzerland -
as .soon as possible. He are novi working. out the. detalls of
this evacuation with the War Department’ and. UVRR,.'

Should the flow of refugees . from Cermany into Switzerland
become substantial, the Swiss GQovernment may request both
" supplies and aqolstance in removing numbers of refugees from
: Svitzerland, If such a request is made by Swwtzerland e
g o : would be faced with the- follow1ng problems' o

. 7 {1)  fGetting supplies into Switzgrland; -




g with the Army and-the Swiss ‘Goverriment: o

transportatioh,QutAof;SPitZerland

a. idequate directives from ¥ashington to;
cormanders must ‘be issued on this;

(311) Arranging with the Army'andrUERRAVfor,écﬁéening,-re—‘
: ception an maintenance of rafugees.in camps im ITtalj
or Philippeville. L T :

oprigte instrustions mist be issued by .
chin ton to the £ield; ~© .~ -

A

id nersonnel must be arranged . for,

4y 4ssimilation of Jews to prisoner of war status.

by this Government to have the Germans recognize
to the privileges and protection of the pr
Convention he

"Repeated attempts
Jews as entitled
ovigions of the Geneva

ve been unavailing to dete. Since such assimilation
to the status of prisoners of wer would grant bobth-protection and
relief in the form of priscner of war feod parcels, our.efforts to
attain this jo«l should centinue. Short of resching this maximum
orotection, we -~re continuing to pursue the measures outlined -in =
5 and © below designed to bring some protection and speciel rilief,

i
.

Pretective heasures sesimed to

sSave Lives ihile Inside Enemy
Territery, - -

a

grcharge.- As the result of the Board's efforts, the following
————— .- . ) i
catgzories of Jews are recognized as-exchangeable and -the Ger-.
-mans have been so notified; E . ; : o

Ad hoc Latin American passport holders;

N~

wWho are entitled to non-quota -or preference guota
¥U. 8. dmmigration visas. - SRR

{ii) Close relatives of fmerican citizens or residenbs

b.  incressin: Swiss diplomeatic crd intercrosd personnel. The: -
mere presence cf

such neutral observers serves €6 protect -
the internees, :

, . . I S
6. War Refugée Board izeding programs. . :

ar Switzerland is the center for all activities concerning the
delivery of the zar Refugee Board food parcels sent from the
United States via Lmerican. Red Cross. shipping facilities to -
the International Red Cross for distribution to persons in" -
concentration camps in German-oceupied. areas. -About 250,000 #




to be ueed solve ”or thn dellverf of - bhese packa-
order to et more international ded Crosu personnel 1nto the
Jearisk: conesntrations.

choldyical Pressures. ith the cooperation of C.W.I., efforts °
sre-continually being made to impress on the German people the de=" .
JLualij+' ol ceasing bte exterminzte the Jews and other persecuted -

At bhe present time, this pressure is. being directed
—=Lével canp - ommanders, in view of the _présent - lndlca-."
canp Pbﬁmdndc g and cther 1<olated =roups are oecomlng
sy indepandant., -

.
1 OW

C. OGther Areas cf Ooeration

regcue oneraztions from Norway uider. (lsen's
U a month are new being brought to Sweden by

+3¥
LI

he Lorviegian forests,

{1} Jood jecckages Tor inmates at Rergen Belsen;

(i1) ¥Food packages Jor needy victims still in Worway,

2. Loundon, etions with the British, and in perticular problems -
conterning navens and Palestine certificateés, are being handled
Board's representuetive in London, : T

D. Imergency uefugee Shelter at Uswego. The War Refugse Board ‘has overall
respensibility for the Shelter where approximately 1,000 refugees are
elng Tzintaintd The problem of iicuidation of the canp may be
uA,‘)’_ejC ,u v ar .a.or; _Lu L,u'_, Iear J.uuul.c.

. E. . defugees in 3hanghai
. 1. Release of 500 iabbis and students on ecclesiastical basis. : Tl
N < Vatlcan lLielp to be solicited. . . ) . : :

[

. stellef to 18,000 Jewish end stateless refugees in Shanghai. Through -
flar Refugee Board intervention and under program developed by the
Board, funds are being remitted regularly from ‘the Unlted.States
via Switzerland for the relief of these people,

o R 7







GuMERAL O'BRYER'S PHESS COK

FEREHCE -

218U p.m.,/JanuaPyr3l, 1946

Gin. 9'1YEn: 1 am just starting in here on this job, and I

Jiie

thou-ht it might be nice if I could meet the
ladies and centlemen of the press so that we
aicht begin by knowing one another. Of qbuhéé,
there isn't too much atout the work of the

nwar sefugee Boar. that I can tell you, butrfrom°
what [ see, a ma;nificent job haéAbeeﬁ‘done.
Yhere is a lot of work still to be.done. The
stall here scems to be welltén-its toes.

v job be;inniﬁg téday isfto legrn.ﬁhé'éetails
ana find out what the orders are_an&?ﬁﬁéﬁ‘there
is to be done and get intoyit!és'&don as 1 can.
I also thought, thle_i coul@ﬁ;t'énswer'ény ‘i

guestions of any consequence wWith respect to-

the wopk,;at'léast I could help you out this

IS

way, in that if‘therd-are.questiohs.that you -

have in mind T will do the best I can with

fthem. Where I can't yive you the answer, I

will find out what thé'gnSWGr is and whetherv'

or not it is in"kcéping‘with the*p0weré of: =




~

£
F=3

' release, and tnat is the maln purpose of ,f

asking to meet dou tod&y.

And now, ladles and »entlemen, shoot'
%111 you remsain in uniform, General O'Dwyer?
%o, Miss, I take it off tonight at,mldnlght.

Lre you going to spend host of your time down

vell, I will spend & good deel of time here,
as much &5 this job will require; and from

what I can see now, there is considerable work .

seneral, thers was a story in the EEE York 22@25
this morning that you were going to te able to
devote some time to the business in the Distrigt
Attorney's Office in New York, too;' D0es that

meen this will be a part-time job?

&%
here, or up in New York, sir?
A
thet can ve done in kew York, too.
X,
A

In the sense that T will have two jobs, I suppose.

jou might use the term, but it won't be quite

agcuvate. In the first place, I have a staff.

o vunning the District Attorney's Office of Kings

County, hew York that has done a mighty good
50 since I went inté the Army June 1, 1942,
and T think that is all right.



‘gr0, znc ¢ inink T will neve plenty oftlme

a5 been ge

pitoout me fros the time it began, ebout a year

with tre gild of the two staifs to handlc.both

jahs.

“ Toe clieccetion L oves polznling sl was col to
evelucle ,our relative vork between here and
the Jisirict ;1tcr;e;'s,$ffice, but is Llihe job
of the “er lefugee roers rlacking off to eny
extecty

b 0. 1 the-contrsry, I think we sre-going et
it with zew viror,

& tan you tell ue scuathing of how that fits into

“the allied picture?  Is the Var Refugeerﬁoafd's

. vork te be hisndled éith headquarters here, or
with hesdyvarters elsewhere se an allied job,‘ 
or shere it ie as an fmerican job? —

£

&

Frew what 1 see and froc the directives, it is
absolutely an Auerican job with hea&quartefs
right here where you are nowe-thié rooi, &5 a
watter of fact, |

Have the Uritish saida that they wish to contribute

to the work of the War Refugee Board?




6

That is a question T could answer, but I con't-

- =4-

think T will snswer it at the moment. Let me

cay that everyone within the scope of this worke=

the Tresicesl of the imitec Ltates, the three

wgjor fecreterl o thel ue appointed to the o P
doerd, tud Executive uirector, wilcn I au, . &nd
"all tue people throusaoul our ovganizetion--is

on¢ hundred percent fumerican

Generel, ma, I oo back to the politicel question

& )
once wore? Are jou goin, to assuse active
direction of the Listrict ittorney's'officé?

i Tes, tomorrow smornin --12:01 touorrow.

% How lony vill you be District ﬁt{orney up there?

4 Tt . ill run for tvo years frox “ecember 81 of :
this year, 7

. “hie hee beern runnit: thet office in your absence?

A The (Liel fssistant, Thowes (radock nughes;

% .Car. you tell ug, sir, how. the work of the war
Refugee Foard will be coordiﬁated wf%h,ﬁNRHA's?

A he T see the picture today, you have hundréds of

thousands of unfortunste people within the enemy = .
lines whose lives are in grave danger. That has

been the condition before this organization vas

I3




5 HOUEL:

0' DI YE:

‘128 HOMYL:

VU YRk

set up, and the limediate and direct job is to

got the. out frou that dsngerous position and
take care of themlr' Thet isrwhat duP~job'i§;'énd7
I believe--and, iss Hodel, you can heip[me'with
this, please--that once they are out of this
dangerous position they are temporarily housed
and fed and taken care of by UNKRA. |

After they are brought out of~ehe&§ tefrifory.
That is, once they are outside.

Then it is our job to find havens for them, and
provide msintensnce and caré.r In some bf those
cases we would have to, &nd have gdne to UNRRA.
That was my undarstandihg.

There sre cases where fhey heve not been brouéht
out, but are in a dangerous position. Vhat do

you do in such ceses?

not _hea
0Ot

fnd

&

That is ¢ question now that woulé :
for anyoody if I were to answer it. That would
be gotting into methods of getting them out. :
Isu't that what you maéné ,

I weant two things: ‘%5u1d you try to get.them

out, or improve thelsfatua and their conditions

vhere they are?




I would prefer not to answer that.

‘Then I want to ask you another qﬁékﬁfén}ffThe;;7;;f%,;Vg
~ last report spoke of the éccampliéhﬁénts; bﬁt

-also stated that there was yet much to be done.

i great deal has been done because certain
pledges and promises have been mgde'bg the
governments'concerned. “hat heppens if in the
course of events those promises are not kepte=
you discover they are not kept?

That is assuming they haven't been kept, 7

I am asking thet because of this. Thaﬁ &as in
the Times tils worning. I don't know whether
that is up your alley>or not, but that is whet
would be in line if such a thing didn't deveiop.

This goes into the question of discrimination,

to imply that certain promisesrwere made snd-
are not being kept, and that'appliés to your

work, tooy if such e thing should happen.

A
\';(' T
A
doesn't it?
% I az not quite sup
A

I think I have to follow the basic ordery the
basic mendate the President laid down, aud that

is to concern myself with the condition of those

”
?




_persons inside the enemy lines

“that is wiat D owasn't suite suve of. -

:ﬁhQSej;i§9

in dasger ana 1o try and use every wueans’

thew out-iro. tnal dengerous position. This
stalesent of Judge Prokauer's refers to sosething

alse whici--

1

ce will 1uadt our work to the nandats,
L wesn't sure i1 that woulc come within the scope

of your mctivities,

T owould sey oliherd lhat those people involved
J A .

ere not within the eremy lines, and the im&édi&fg
pury oge, =& . eee it row, is lo concenirale on -
tuose people w0 are within the enemy lines who
Ere Leuueu Dor death, desiruction, mansléughtef,
OF # iuOLSELU RLG OLE Lérfible things that Lave

emt v va alra
CACE"Y €

.

sr.nlr
Wy—woTopunt

™

lines sua acanl ilungery, bulgeris, and Turkey,

but the eneny lines are quite diiferent today.

The order says, "People within the enemy linss,"

ana they are tue ones we sre concerned ebout.

io you thinx the fallure of the "ar Crimes

Commission to teke eny stend on the punishment




_of the Germans for crimes committed agsinst Jews

within Ger&éhy--their omn'ﬁafidnalsAsis;anfi&pﬁr;i% *
tgnt'psychological factor? "7 77:77 E
You are essuving something there that I am not
in & position to concede. As far es the psycho=
logical effect on the Germane is concerned--
speaking now not as an officer of the War Refugee 7
doard, becauce I a. not in it lomg enough to

speak st that--but my personal reaction vould
be that if these people within the lines felt

that they coula commit maés murders and neverr“

be brought to enswer for them, the effectrﬁould

not be as jood frow the victim's standpoint as

it would if these people were reminded of wh;t

our President has already seid, that they mill::;

be brought to answer for their crimes.

Sir, we understand that ¥r. Pehle has baen working

for months on the idea that the Var Crimes Commission

put on the azenda war crimes ageinst Axis nationals

and that the United States come out with a clsare
cut statement for the help‘thaf it wdul&,giva o
to the iar Refugee Board in its work. How do
you feel about that, and do you intend to take

”
o f




- gl;n}f.—,

up. the eudgels?.
I certainly EO, 7 7 7
?ould*it'he correct then to édy'tﬁatrtha,%ar .
Refugeeréoard's'job,eﬁds where the job-of
Ulisdh's repatriation begins, in other w§fds,
getling thess people--

is it is presently set up, I would say that was
80, ' '

In that case, sir, will the people who can be
gotten out of the Lastern Front--Russian Fronte=
also coue under the jurisdiction of the'Refugee
Boerd, or will the .er iLefugee Bosrd--

You eee, the jurisdiction of the war Refugee
doard presents a question that is very involved.
After all, we are not a joint outfit; we are

purely en hmerican outfit directly concerned

with zetti

the lires out into a place where ﬁhoy'are not
in that kiﬁd of danger, and doing everything we
can, using every possible means to see that
their health is not impaired, that they are
housed, and that the; get the needed food aﬁd

clothing and shelter. Now, naturally, the




: Reiukee‘~oard nas been ta&;n& them out and

'ihas been_ ekLon51ble tor them uatil such tlme

as tney nave been blven that ppotectlon. But

as you: know we - heven t been t&klnu them outfg_
through the Tasteru Borders, s0 1 wouldn‘t
“knoa. Rt ] haven +- baen doing that. ‘

9nneral,'1a there & tlme llmit on the : -er

&

Refuges Board's acthlties?, For 1nstance, if
theAwérvinréérménytshould.eﬂd 'ﬁould-tﬁe activities
of tie .ar defu,ee Boaru ceese? . -
I I have asxed that quastlon, t@o, and ha#én{ﬁ
" received ai auShGP.. ‘ o
“ 1s there a deiiclenc, appropriat¢on tnat vould o
carry the Board untll,say, six ‘months after L
. the ﬁaf,is-ov;r? 7 L ‘., R
A I don't know. A little later on I will be able
- to tell you that. T will stay here until the

' job is done or until I am otherwise requested

to leave, A

W .Wouid you consider a popular demand for &Ou
to become the Democratic nominee for Mayor a
sufficient request, sir?

The answer to thet is simple; it is no.




ST

oes that mean you will pg@ihé'&raftgdifdrff,'i'

jobe~jou will not run for ¥ayor? -

That is correct,

You will refuce to run, sir?
I haeven't been asiked to run.

Do you choose net t o run?

Ar T e & Democrat; I would rather use another'tenm.1

& Have you said thet publicly hefore? 7

4 They heven't found another term quiteras effective;
hed I found one I would have used it. |

“@ Have you sald publicly before you would not be
a condidate? |

A lobody has asked ne publicly. ALl parties cone-
cerned wiverstand that, o .

% hotwithstanding that, rusors have been guite
persistent,

Y Well, you know what ruwors are; you can't atopki
them, . | i

“% Is this an unpaid job? ¢

A .Yes. , ,

G “here does your money come from, the D. A.'s job?

It has to come from somewhere. I, too, héve to

eat. The refugee problem applies to Brooklyn, too.




' iHés the Bdérdrdoné any work &t;éli~i

‘Bast, sir?

& Vell, T would Pafhéf'not sngwer that~quéétioﬁ;x
There hes been something done, |

% wt it is pretty much on arﬁery,ligitedﬂbasis?

i It is something ¥ wouldn1trlike'to comment on
at this time,

& van jou esticate, sir, how wany people are
involved in tne war hefugee Board'srilhediaté job?

4 Thet, I con't know, I haven't met them yet, I
was g upposed to weet the. this worning in this
office, and, of course, the overseas outfit--I
know who they are. |

& I meant the e ople in dangerous positions?

A . Oh, according to the informetion that I have, it 7(
runs anywhere above five hundred thousand. rIsn'tif:
that true?

LIRS LOQYELs Yes.

& Vhere are they located mostly?

k. OVAYEK:  VWithin the enemy lines.

& Does that refer to people who have beenrhelped,

~or an estimate of the people who need to be he;éed?

\ o

It means the people who have to- be helped.

7




How many have béeh helpéd? U

Ve have some figures on thats
+ISY HOBER It is very difficult to give you an accurate -
P 2 '

figmre.

iiﬁ. Q';EYEi: ¢o please don't press thal question any LoPe.

;5 i little later on we will give ?ourthe angwers

ﬁ; Your activities are devoted not only to the
seving of lives, but the restoration of property
if any? Lots of thew ere not poor; they hed
pgoperty; erd thet is one reason why wany of
them were put in concentration caﬁps? Do}foﬁr
activities concern trying to get back an& of
the property for them,rorAjust charitable help
for them ag they come out? . h

A ' I think'theré is no question about where we fit

in; it is to save thelr lives,

= — iell,;tue more.of thelr own property you can
; zet beck, the less tﬁey will be objects of
charity. | »
A 7 There will be other.agencies to.take cere of tﬁat;r : | |
% _ - Yould you miﬁd telling ﬁs how this‘ifigunégf. |

five hundred thousand wes arrived at, sip?’ ’

3,

R e




answer that question,

Perhaps if T did it night get down into our

methods of opergtion, which might sgain leaﬂ'to T

future esbarrassment. I think T had better not

General, in regeru to tue effectiveness of the

“
work of the ler ;efu;ee Boara, to avold confusion,
is it correct to sg, thet the five hundrea thousand
people are within the shrinking borders of Germany?
i Thet is true.
“ het nationelity are these five hundred thousand.
£ well, I think unguestionably as far as nationality
is concerned the, are all Europeang; there is
no guestion about that., :
“u I meen, they are all people who are {leeing = - fg
frém the Germans, and none of them'aré'Germans 7
themselves?
I3 I wouldn't say they weren't Germans
% ~hat vwes that, sir?
A 1 vouldn't say they weren't Germans.

ts a matier of fact, aren't fhey practically

all Germans? %ﬁen the fﬁst Pepori came out, it
indicated that they:were thﬁ people within fhé
enemy lines, with the exception of Hungary3’which

was then at war. Are any of these five hundred
£ R

3



A

line?

thousend in iiunzary, which was then the enemy - -

%hen the line passed,over them,'theyrﬁerelthénr’
in Hungary;athey were outside the lines. e |

are concerned with the ones who aPe still wi thin
those shrinking lines.

I wasn't quite clear in my mind whether it was

3

people who were tryirg to get away froa the MNazis,
or hazl peoplc.' |

Vietius, people w.o inow and feel andrhavevgodd
reason to ieel Liwt their lives are endangered
just because ol who they are.

I knew thet was the chief purpose, but I wondered -
if your Board wasrdoing enything to help these-

heazis as fer s dermen towns are concerned.

irto, we are nol concerned with that; that is

‘/\)

&2

A

somebody else's job,

General, wouldn't you say for the most part

that those five hundred thousand are Germen Jews?

ifoetly Jewish.
Yhat ie your criteria for selecting people who
are tobe aided by the "er Kefugee Board?

ve know that they sre endangered, and if we

knew someone else was in danger, we wouldn't

L4
; .



fi{*;‘lgi:;;f:f?;,;;

leave them there. Ye are:fgéliﬁficggbbétifhgté_i
Are there any aréas whera y6u cénft§1l ﬁsiéboutlA;'
the work that has been accomplished? e
f , Suppose you leave thet for 8 little later
until T a#'more familiar with if; I do know
of certaln accomplishmenté, but at thg_moment,
it wight not be wise to talk about them. I
want to be sure it is safe to talk about these
things. You asi ht show jour hande -
Q ' Could you tell us énjthing about the Turkish
| setup, whether Turkey has been closed? Theyr
won't allow transit visas through Turkey.
A ' - It isn't closed as of today.
<o BOVELr Are you telking about our office being closed
there?
@ ko, not the office; I was talking about the

flow of refugees.

A I don't think we have reports to the effact
that it has actually been closed; it is appérently,
now being carried Sh under certain restrictions

which you all know about. .

Q Genaral, could you tell us the background of

how you happen to turn up in this job? Was it




oy
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A

~your ides, the President's:idea; or-

idea? It is certainly a long jump from feeding . =

. B 3

y to thie job. Wes il your idea, -

—

people in Tte

sir?

It wase't =ire.

Tf you hadn't heen a»pointed, Ceneral, would
ou have rzcve eberd gnd accepted the Desocratic
the "ayor of lew York that had

been offered you? It wes offered to you, wasn't it?

Uhy don't you like thet job? LaGuerdia likes it.
(Leughter)

Did you visit any cuaps in Itely? Vere there

any war refugee éamps in Itely?

fo, T didn't visit anyrcamps. I was on another

angle there,

o

Can't we get back to whose idea it was?

“hy don't you esk the Secretary? |

He would think up soaebod& else for us to ask.
He will paes the buck to the White House, sir,
I hardly think so. '

There is no socret ébout it, is there?

n;
RV
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General, your report of whéi éésfﬁ?édéﬁ't§fpgx:ﬁ
hebilitate Ttaly--was anything started on that?
I am out of that now, and I wouldn't like to-
discuss it. | o

Yhat 1s your ’frmy status ae of today?. You are in
an inactive status right now, and you are retiring

from the ‘frmy tonight--is that the idea?

_ The papers haven't gone through, but the. orders

are that I em relieved from duty as of tonight,
gctive duty.

You go on an inective status as of tonight? I
thought you were already on an inactive status.
I was, but tue Army h@s some regulatiohs abéut
making you take a vecation, and my time over
the two and a half years that I wﬁé in the Army

computed so that I would be in an inactive statﬁs

witil soue time in April. T didu't want it

that way, so I waived everything else, and that
gets me out tonight at midnight so I can begin

in Brooklyn toumorrow. 7

General, can you tell us sometiing of that the

Board hes in the field to accomplish this job?

I am not familiar enough with thet. The Bqard

”n
¢




, ;;191~V,,

hes been using & num! GP of people tha'r,aVQ;:; {7n

bean in the fielda for other- a“en01es, ‘and they

- have 1nv1ied tnen to stey on with the oard.

I'wigh I <ould tell you about them, but I can t.
There are ressons why it wouldn't be wise to
mention who they sre.

Lan you zive us &« estisate &5 to how wany

people it will teke to do tiis JOb--hOW many

.o
%

ismericane?

.ell-- . 7

Tou coulun'l yive s ap;ivough‘egtiiatéiOf how
many neve reen helped uy'to,npw,<jget Sbmé fgint
idea?. ‘ : .

T haven't any acburaté f1¢=fés‘oh that}}but I-
thirk in two weeks time I wiii,,.;hgvei thew,  This °

is golng on &ll the tiuwe; you take them out

ther in. In two weeks tlﬂ? e w111 have e

retty fair report.
P ,

of # te.vopary station: anll vou (rni‘ fhgm_f_llg'gL _
01 1] ary = 4 —ou-—{Fet—t a 1 -

there to some moré per.anent station, 80 thdse

reports are Chanﬁln’ from day to day a8 ne get

fieneral, can you elaborata on your statenent
that you intend to undertexe the uork of the

Bosrd with renewed vigor? wo you have a

’




specific program or anJ cpeclflc undertaalngs -
" that the Bosrd has in. llﬁd that you 1ntena to
step up particularly? S
i ' No, I wouldn't elaborate on that. The test on
fhat ig, how many do we getrpﬁt from under? That
is the test of tie work.,
W You do not want to tell us in general tepmé,howf'
many you have 5ott§nAppF?r L
A VI would ?refer not to give those figures out ngﬁ,
but T wili & little later. _
Q Pert of ir. Pehle's original plan wag. to carry
on psychological werfare against the Germans.
Do you have any other ideas along that line?
4 ‘ Lo, _ 7
“« , %ill the sphere of vwork 9xtehd to the Pacific
theater, to Japan? |

A . *hell

£ L
EX

78801 today there fs nothiAng in Lhe
Presidential order that would prevent-it, but
I don't know of any such problem in the Pacific
theater.yet. ‘
Q Is there any gctiyify goihg on-with refugees

in Northern Italyé Thaf comes within the lines,

doesn't it? You have some, haven't you?
YISS HODEL:  Yes. '




&

CER, O'INYEit

-2l -

Is the smount sizable?

tie have moré'accurate figures onithe ﬁumbqr
there, but ydﬁ askedrif Wwe were doing anytﬁing
for the refugees there. That is part of out{job,
There have been reports that the Nazis may try -
to wind up this war in a terrific blood bathe

ire you anticipeting they may do that?

That estimate of wmine was perhaps born: out of
soue of the reports that I read of what schally
happened. Knowing what did happen, sna knowing®
what the danger still is, this is not the time

to lie down, but we should keep on doing what

hes been done and increase it if we can.

% %ers the reports pretty gruesomé?r
A They left nothing to the iuaginstion. Yes, they
~ are gruesome. | '

& General, ie your salary as District Attorney a - ?
‘matter of publ;c record? Do you mind my'asking
7 what that 1s?

A Tﬁenty éhoﬁéand'a year;i

Q

“Thenk you, General. Congratulations.

Thank jou very much.







| DEPARTMENT

PLAIN.
Befn -

© Dated January 31,1945

ReCl d 11:59 p‘mo

‘Secretary of State = T o
Washington - CB%TRQL n -
' | i UUPY’~
65%, Thirty-one., - o _ \ L
v
PERSONAL FOR PEHLE OF WRB FROi: MCCLELLAND. )
Tgorry to learn of your leaving WRB which under
your energetig direction has been able'to take action
through many- channels whidh otherwise would p;obablyr.
" have remained closed, -Allow me express my sincereér
aopreciation for continued confidence placed in me
throughout past many trying nonths) by you;énd board.‘
Please accent my personal wishes for successful
service in your new job and kindly assﬁferGqural‘“'

O'Dwyer that I shall be glad to continue serving Board

£o 6xtent my ability as long as it 1s felt—effective
- aid can be rendered."

" Above refers to Departmentls 467, January 27,

HUDDLE

MJF




. The - follcw&ng 15 SBxs of preae releas@/t%guod by Board O
JanuaLy 268, 1848, aunounczng Mr, Pohlo 8 resxznatiaa ae Execﬁtlve
D&restos of the Begf& aad th@ appof%%aent of Br&uadaer-ﬁono_r
¥illigm O'Duybr as his mocessow o
 'The. mw Refugee naam annozannad today that .mm w, o
Pehle has reelgned as bxasutive Diractbr of tho Boara, rn
Board made publla ¥r. Penle's letter of reaxgnation and '
Board's gseceptanes.

Hr. Pehle was dssignased Aetang Exsautivo Director. ot L

the Board shortly after i1ta craation on. Jenuary 22, 1944. ;;; 5ffi

~ Later, on Mareh 24, 1344, the Board, m.tn tne app"’ iai of S

the President, designesed him permancnz Exeautiv, Diraetor;:
ns—wiptétn5a‘tﬁ‘tﬁé‘lﬁ%ﬁﬁ“ﬁt‘?@itgﬁasxon._

7 _Hr Pen;b
. , resigned becawnee of the inoreasing buraan or new autiae  ;7
which have boon aasigned to hxm as Asslstan% te the Saeretary
of the Ireasury. ' 7 ' R - » e
, ' A% the same tims the Board announced tho aeloction ot
G B Brisadicr~00narul ¥illlam O'Dwyer as the n‘u Exccutiv e

-Direstop, Ueneyal O! Dwyer 13 heing roturne tori‘:”ff :

e




2~ #4867, Mﬁ-ﬂe"e"m ’5" X

ctath& b? th@ War Departmaﬂs %e handle thas analgnment

Qeneral O'Dwy@r e D&str&et A%ﬁosney rnr K&ngn Ounnty 7

New York, on leave, and reoently returmed to ths Unlte ;
States frou Italy where Do servod as v1co Eresidant of thoz
Eeonomie Bection of the Allied con:rol Oommaanion ror Italr
with the pemonal rank of rfiniseer. o BT
Following 18 personal from Peh;eur ' R
1 wiah 10 take this apportunity %o express to you agaan By ;

personal .approciation for She exnellont work you have aonc,"

tue Board Juring the period I served as Exceutivo Direotor.ifiﬁ¥
an confident that Ceneral O'Dwyer can rely on ycur oont&nnod s 7
sorvzeo and dsvotion to the work of ‘the Boardcr,»ent tc ann.; ﬁif5 f?:'3

pove et G foinden, atoukl'olm and hpls *r':‘,,. .'

GREN
(Aqtlngl, A

| CODE ROOM:

' S Rapo@; téé London for Mann #554
e Stookholn for 01osn#u52- o
WURBIHUVIKG . . Ankaia for Katskafnde X
1/27/4% K B0




Board and tha appoin’anent of Brigadiar—(}eneral Wi

aucusaor:

. PThe War' Refugee Boe.rd snnounced today that John W
ha.s resigned as Exeeutive B.i.reetcr of the Board The B
" publdc Mr. Pehle's letter of resignatian and the :
"lir. Pahle was designatod Acting Exacutive Direet f .
‘Bosrd shartly after its creation on January 22, 1944, Lator,
B Moreh 24, 1944, the Board, with the approval of the. Presiden
designated him permanent Exncutive Direetor.
“As explalned in the lettar of res:lgnation, Ir. Pehle re-
gigned becaune of the incmning, burden of new dgﬁos whj.eh' have
been assigned to him as Assistant to the Secrefary or the Treasury,
"At the same tims the Board anncunced the'sel_ecrtiriéh“;orff
Brigadier-General William O'Dwyer as the new Executive m.rector. ,
General O'Dwyer is being returned to inactive atamg{i:y'm: Wu' '

Department to handle this assignment. Gensral O'Dwyer isDistrie

Attorney for Kings County, New York, on le:

turned to the United States from Itsly where he aimdiuf{ﬁiq?

President of the Econcmic Sestion of the Aln-ed cﬁntrol,(ﬁo‘nx‘ﬁe.sion-'

for Italy, with the perscnal rank of Mnister,® |
Following is personal from Pehle:s - e

. . I wish to take this oppm'tnnity to expreas to you again my pe“ nal.

appreeiat:lon for tha excollent work you have done for the Board




tha peried I served as Ikemxthn Biroctor.' 7 : : b-G
OfDwyer cen. rexy on yuur continued sarviec and dsvaticn to tha work o
the Boards SRR

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 388.

Sams cable should be sent tos leun, Londan (WRB LONDON CABLE NO. 40.) <
Ghsen, Stockholm (WRB STOCKHOLM GABLE NO. 300) >(
. Kataki, Anksra (VB ANKARA CABLE 0. 140) ,(

- : Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Ackermann, Akzing Cohn, Drury, DuBo:ls, Gaston, :
Hodel, MeCormack, Pehle, Files =

- i Sertas,

FHxhd 1/27/45 , . R







“EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT .
~'WAR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

e Déquﬁnuap§;29;,l9451
10 General G!'Dwyer

FROM  ifiss Hodel

fe: poard ieletions with Internationel and United States Government Agencies

' s
gencies o f(J . ’ - .

&, Interzovarrmenial Corzitiee on xefuzees

Membership of this Committee comprises some 33 governments, including-
the United States, dreat Zritain snd swssia, Sir Herbert Emerson
is the Director and Patrick alin, an ~ericen, is the Vice Director,
’ ' imtil recently, iyren Yaylor was the imerican member on the Committee.
Jwbastador Jinant ss Mr. Taylor's slternate hos been representing
this Government Tor the pist few months, The mendate of the Inter-
coverni ental Commdttes was ciinged at the ill-fated 3ermuda Conference
in thes Spring of 1943 to cover wssistance to Jews and other persons
aisplzced or persecuted beczusae of race, religion or political belief.
peczuse of the internations meibership, the GCommittee's operations
ere exceedingly cumbersome snd to date it appears to have done very

little, Shortly =iter zhe setting up of the Ver fefugee Board, Sir
Harbert «

wrson end :r, kalin came to this country for discussions
with tr. Fehle and memoers of Lhe Board. e service the Committee
with copies of ocur reports and e ure constantly pressing them for
azetion in cartain oro.rams, The State Department. is presently working -
on & new amorican parsonnel or tne Committee with a view to vitalizing
the untergovernszentsl Committee for the bilz job ahead in rehabilitation
and relief to displiced peoples in Europe, o R

B. UNRA

The Board hus solicited and obtained the cooperation of UNRRA in

. caring for refugees brought out of Kurope to camps in North Africa
and Italy. The 3oard wes not invited to send a representative. to
the onbresl Jonference of UN:IRA., Because of the Boardls satisfactory
relations with private relief orzanizztion interested in the problem
of rehabilituation and relief to displaced people in Burope, the Board

is constently receilving complaints concerning UNRiAA's lack of action
to date, - ) '




II.

Departments and Auenc:Les of tne Hmted St.abes Govprmnent

A,

Treasury emrt" Ont

Zecause ail of" ths cperations of private Amerv dén rell(,f OI‘gdana'b_» ons
nsed Lmder Section 55 of the i‘rud..ng with the enemy- Act, .
ked out & close liaison with the Foreign Funds Control oi‘ o
Treasury Depertmeﬁu Tor the licensing of rescue and relief opera-:. -
tions in wiich the dcard is intverested. The orgamizations apply for.
tizir licenses throuzh the Scerd which sends its recommendstion $o - o«
the Treasury and works out wi Forelgn Tunds \,oru,rol bhe details of

the nacesszry liczenses,

Tte Zozrd's lialson with t..e State Department is through ir. George
arren whio is advisor on Hefugees to the Secretary of State.

ent

Gur main contact with tie uer Jepartment is with issistant Secretery -

wclloyts o Yice, Ve also h.ve sowme dealin,zwith General Hildring's
office, : : ’

TEA

Cur main contact hesre is with, the Blockade Division wivich is perticu-
larly concerned with cut feeding uand other relief programs. -

Depertuent cf tie Interior

cur principal relstion here is with the Lar ’{eloc*tlon Authorlty of
which Dillon kyer is the Director., Under Secretary, Abe Fortés, is i
.wrscnally :mteres;ted in our work and receives coples oi‘ our weekly' o
revorts,

~

.
f1e

Fa S ol
Us Sanrs

Aside from the fact that the Har Refugee Board is presently covering
certain. (.S5.S. persomel zbro.d, our main relstionship with 0.85.8. is
in connaction with the exchenge of specizl information reloting to
refugess.

Censorship

M1 private messages on refugee matters, whether gent by . comnerclal
chennels or through the Board's special facilities;must be.cleared-
viith Censorship. Censorsnip calls on us frequontly for advice and
inforustion COn(.,F‘I‘nlrl5 these messages, -






“EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
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FROM

Jeneral (C!'Dwyer

- EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE "PRESIDEN
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

'INTER-OFF[CE' COMMUNICATIQ’N, .

Miss Fodel

of ths

T 2

escue Cp=ratlons

Je Iy

P

The following 1is & brief summary of the pending projects and operations
Zomrds : - ’ S )

Switzerlonc

1. Secret negotiations - Since last August a series of meetings
hzve been held on the Swisc-Uerman border tetween Saly kayer, &
Swiss citizen, and mesbers of the German ZJestapo., Layer is
anegotiating for the lives of the Jews still remaining in Nazie
contrelled “urope. The discussions which originally involved
ranscm .ve now ceen svung zround to consideration of a proposal
whereby, in return for the halting of the exterminzstion of the °
Jews in German hends, layer would undertake to send ths necessary
relief supplies to xeep the Jews alive, provided the supplies are .
cdistributed by the Intern..tional ited Cross. shile the terms of
this proposal are still very vague {in order that valuible time
might be jazined by their clerificu.tion), Kayer recently concluded
that in order to nold opon the negot1 ations he must hiave sometning
tengible with which to »ait the Hazis. He asked for the transfer
of 20,000,000 Swiss i‘rancs from the JDC in the United Stetes
(w:ich Le also represents in Switzerland)., The Zoard!'s rapresenti-
tive strongly supported this request. After clearance with State
and er, the Board arranged with Treasury for the issuance of the
necessary license and the JDC made the remittance on January 26,
1945, Since the scle purpose of the transfer is to enable Mayer
to continue his negotiations, the license orovides that. no ex- i

penditure or commitment for expenditure from the fund may be .made
without the prior express approval of this Government. The fund
will be held in a joint account in the names of Saly layer and -
foswell icClelland, the Board's representative.. The British and
Russian G0vernments have been kept advised of these negotiations.,

2. 8pedal rescue operaticns being conducted by representatives of
private American orgsnizations under the control of the Board's
representative. These operations are all suthorized by special
licenses ilssued by the U. 3. Tpeasury end involve dealings iith tHe.
enemy through channels availuble -in- Switzerland,




:'3. Evacuatlon oi’ refu.gees f.‘rom SY'tze
" cently pressed us for the removal of som

come LO S“IltZPI’l_/ﬂd as the result of our

now arrangmg for the movement of” 16'72 rlun
in Switzerland in August and December; 1944 I ; ¢

this group will be handled by the er Department ari hous:mg ond
maintenance of the group will be handled by UNRRA atone of the
refugee camps in North Africa or Italy. : - :

4e We are continuing to press the %v.Lss Government and the Inter— o
national Red Cross for assistance in various measures which we

have developed for the protection of psrsons in enemy ,terrrttory.
Sweden

1. Rescue operations from Bzltic countrles by boat across the
Baltlc Sea have now stopped.

2.. Rescue from '\lorwa Y mamly by land through northern forests B
is continuing at the rate of 1500 a month,

Turkey

The rescue of Jews to Turkey from enemy-controlled areas has now
become impractical and unfeasible in view of the liberation of
Rumania, Bulgaria and part of Hungary by the Russian army. It is
contemplated that the Board's office in Turkey williclose very
shortly. Our request to have our representative in Ankara go

into Bulgaria and Rumania was turned down by the Soviet authorltles
in koscow,

London

The Board'!s representative in London is handling relations wlth the
British.concerning various phases of oupr program and, in par; 1cular,

Eo

the problem of Palestine certificates for Jevdsh “,fubc\,,, regeued —
from enemy territory. He also handlés relations with the Inter=— " -
governmental Committee on Refugees which has its mein office in”

London. The Board's representative in London supervises certain

rescue and relief programs of private fmerican ‘relief organizations. = -
backed by the CI0 and AFL and financed by remittances from this - o
country to representatives operating out of London.. -

Rescue by Means of. Exchar@

As the result of measures devéloped by the Board, persons who aré . =
close relatives of citizens or residents of the United States are




II. Relief Operations

" sent to the South i‘smerican'counftries bu’t' 'borothé‘r—ha_ven's: ‘oif‘ﬂsa,fefby.:i

(2) about 300 of this category are involved in an exch lange now
-.--3s -Under p" essure from the Union of Urthodox Rebbis of the Unlted

‘500 Rabbinical leaders and scholars-in Shanghail for Japanese -

enemy oppresswn. Lists of suen persons r"'
supplied to the Board's representatives in Svitzerland,an Sweden
for transmission. t.o ‘the . German authorltles.

2, Ieny Jews in enemy territory hold "ad hoc" Latm AAwerica
passports which were purchased from various Latin American Consuls
in Europe, Since these documents sefva to protect -the holders as: -
hationals" of the .estern Hemisphere and hence subject to exnhenge, '
vie prevailed upon the Latin American countries involved {0 agree -

not to question the validity of the passports wntil after the war,

We also agreed that the persons holding theé documents would not be-

Two exchange projects mvolv:m” this category cf persons are now
being developed: (1) 150 of this category sre being exchanged in
Switzerland now as puart of the present German-American exchange;

being plamed to follow the :oregom exchange.,

States and Canada, the Board and the Department of State are now: - -
investigating the possibility of arranging for the exchange of

nationals in the ‘vestern Hemisphere. As an alternative, the Depart-
ment and the Board are investigating the possibility of - the.

Japanese releasing this group, sdlely because of their ecclesiastical.
status, for transportation across Russia to a neutral’ country. The
Vaticen has been ver: active in this project. .

A.

Jar efugee Board Feeding Programs.

In June, 1944, after personal discussions vith Mr. Dlngle—lioot
of the British ifinistry of Economic Warfare, we obtained pormlss:wnf

from the British and American Blockade Authorities-to ship 300,000." =
food packages from the United States to the International Red Crros's'
for delivery by the latter organization to unassimilated persons in -
concentration camps in Germany and German-occupled areas. These
packages were finenced by an allocation from the President's: Foreign.
Relief TFund and were made up by the fmerican R.,A Cross-which
arranged’ for shipping along with prisoner of war supplies.

Recently, the British and American Blockade Authorities agreed to
an extension of this program wihich is about to get undér way., It..
will also be financed from an ‘allocation of $1, 125,000 made: by the




Iv.

"B, Privste Relisf Programs

President. Because of the limited packix
Amerlcan ned Cross, uhls second ‘bateh

w111 be ganuled by the Ame 1gan RedVCrst{as ;nrthe‘pasﬁ.

‘G=neral food package:programs have been developed under which:private
Americen orgzinizations obtain food in neutrsl countries for delivery
to persons in Hazi territory. The most importent programs are riow. '
centering in Sweden where a fairly large-scale operation is now:
under vay for internees at Jergen Belsen, a German concentration - @ -7
camp near lanover, ‘Germany. -The Yorld Jewish Congress is particu= -
larly interested in tiiis progrem,and nes recently asked the Board
to consiver its expension to be. finenced with U. 5. Government
funds. Food packazes zre-also-sent to Norway from Sweden.

"Psychological varfare Program

4. iith the cooperation of OWI, we heve recently stepped up our
psychological pressures on ber‘gn areas in the hope that a last .
minute orgy of brutality zczeinst Jews by the Germans may be fore—
stalled.

B. Uur represenititives in Switzerland and Sweden are now oushlno ahead
or: this grcgram through chamnels availlable to them,

wmerzency Refugee Shelter at OQW650

ver Refugee Board hes overall responsibility for somé 982 refugees
brought from Itsly last August to Fort Ontario in Oswego, Hew York,
The .ar Rslocation Authority administers the camp. A1l important -
policy questicns concerning these refugees are raised with the Board.
(irs. Roosevelt visited the camp with Irs. Morgenthau last fall.)

g,







 New York, H. Y.

- 226 Fest 97th Street,

‘Principal Private Organization

'Amerlcan Jew:st Jolnt Dlstrlbutlon Comm:.ttee,
270 Hadison Avenue, o

Paul Baervvald, Chairmen ~ .-
koses A. Leavitt, Secretary

Vaad Hehatzala _.mergency Commltuee of-the Wnion of Urthodox
iabbis of the United S:ates and Canada,
134 Nassau. Strcet -
ew York 7, E. ¥, -
2sbbi Abraham Kalmanowitz

xgudas lsrael “world Organl"atlon, )

Hew York 25, N. Y.
Mr. Jacob rosenheim, Pres:.dent
wichsel Tress-

#World Jewish Congress,

1834 srozdway,

Kew York 23, I, Y.
Rabbi 3Stephen 3. Wise
Dr., Nahum Goldmann

Emerfency Commitiee to Suve the Jewish People of Europe,
25 {e t 45th Street
hew York,19, li. Y.

Judge Bennett

Hebrew Committee for Wational Liberation,
2315 iassachusetts fhvenue, ii.a.,
wesnington 8, D. C.

Peter H, jergson, Chairman

Jewish Labor:Committee,

" New York 17, N. Y.

175 Bast Broadway,

Mew-York 2, N. Y.
Jacob Pat, Executive- Secretary
- Adolph Held, Chairman

Zionist Organization of America,
4l Bast 42nd Street,

Dr. S. Bernstein

debrew Sheltering and Immigrant nld Socmty (HIAS), .
425 Lafayette Strect,
New York, . Y,

Isaac L. 4sofsky, lixecutive ilirector



uenera'L l«ederatlon of Jew:Lsh La‘bor

510 ¥est 112th Street -

New York; H. 1. . :
Israel Lerem:mskl L

S°lf—ﬂelp of Lm.rfres from uennral uurope
139 Centre S’c.reet : Co
New York 13, K. Y. :

Dr. ¥red S. elssman, L‘xecublve becretdry

1’1}_0.,’

Amorican Jewish Committee,
386 Fourth Avenue,
New York, li. Y.

" Judge Proskauer

Save the (nildren ederation,

{ne kidison Avenue,

New York 10, I, Y. oo L
chnolzw '_Pmtugov, Asscciate Executive ]Jlrector S - R [

Amerlca“ Friends Service uormmttee »

20 Scoub: 1Zth Street, -

Philadelphia 7, Pa. . . o .
Clarence r‘ickett

International -escue and Pelief Coxm]t‘bee,
. Suite 902,
103 Park avenue,
New York 17, li. T.
Dr. irank Hingdon
iiss Sheba Strunsgy

Unitarisn Service Committee,
25 3eacon Street,
Boston 8, lass,
faward Cahill, Assist:nt Director .

Dr. Charles dJoy '{7 .
Qaa«/.l R

Anerican hedebien Committee for, Refugees,
139 Centre Street,
- - ] New York 13, N, Y.
Dr, Leland Rex Robinson

wWar Lelief Services, :
National Catholic Welfare Conference,
350 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N, Y.

The Very lleverend Patrick A. O'Boyle




- for Human Rights - .
United Nations Relief AL,
10 Bast 4O0th Strest, - Lt
New York 16, i. 7, o
iiss Suzanne LaFollette -

hational CIC War Relief Committee 5
1776 Ercadway,
Vew York, . Y. ,

Leo Perlis, Wational







. Execunve omce OF THE PRESlDEN‘I'
B - WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25 D C

OFACE OF THE:
EXECUTIVE DiRECTOR

SICRALDY TG BRIZADIES-GENTRAL WITIIAL o! M.__R

Yau 22 hereby a ~2ints3 Zzecuilve Director.

oi the Wer Refuice Board eff-ciive innelistely

Secretery > vu2 Treasary

7@4%

Secrretery of lier




OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

- ', EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESID

'WAR REFUGEE BOARD :
“WASHINGTON 25, - c,.,

Ve newn ssoelVol FLLD L2UVIED OL
Teled Jeawryy 7, Lol

Ta view oD vous weruestoend lne

Coal Uy Jutioe, yoar seoloneillon

agacss .el., 1ne ZLarl sl.neoflrles AR

- cnnlerel £ud roar G2veTvion o

iiioruant Lres plziensl to this 2o

< ///JCW
) Secreta he Treasury

. L, =

Secretary of Wer




OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

~EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
7 WAR REFUGEE BOAR
WASHINGTON 25,°D. C.

{EMORANDUN TO THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD

I hereby submit to you my resignation as
Executive Director of the War Refugee Board
effective immediately. As Assistant to the
‘Secretary of the Treasury there has recently
been assigned to me the supervision of the opera-
tions of the Treasury Procurement Division, which
includes the difficult task of disposing of the
surplns consumer goods turned over to the Treasury
Department by the Army and the Navy. In view of
the increasingly heavy burdens imposed on me by
this new assignment, I have found it necessary
to resign as Executive Director. '

It has given me deep personal satisfaction
to have been a part of the vital work undertaken
by this Government to save and protect the innocent
victims of Nazi persecution. While many lives have
been saved as the resnlt of our efforts, we have-:not,
of course, met with complete success. However, I

-am proud of our achievements in the face of the

“difficulties encountered.

I have been reluctant to take this action and
leave the Board because of the important work which - -

remains to be done. I no longer have this reluctance,
however, in view of Brigadier-General William O'Dwyer's
willingness to assume the responsibilities of Executive
Director, S - ,

(4
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EALGUTIVE GRDER

. girtu@ of the autﬁar&ty veﬁsed tn me by Ehg
Bonstitutton and lews of the Unised atatee. it 3 hepébw
ordered as followg!

1. The wer Refugee Zoard (hsreiﬂafﬁsrrre:erigﬂ to

&8 the Borrd), eatablished by Executive Order Ho. é%i?rpt'
Januery 22, 1944, 1g ze?mlnated.r The tunotléne,ﬁf the
Board snd of the Exequtive Director sheréof are sbolished,
exgept te the extent Bh&at shey are tranaferred by'%h;B
order. The croperty, funds, reeoida and personnel of the
Bosrd are tronsferred as hereinafier indiented.

2. The deoretsry of the Treasury, soting through the
Farelgn Funds Conirel of the Tveasury Hepartment, which
hee been handling sdminlsirative services for tho Soard,
shell wind up the affelirs of the Hoard, This shall ine
eiuéo, but not ve limited o, the separa#ien of any axcesgr
personngl of the Board from the serviae; the liq&Sdatien%
of obligrsions incurred Ly the Board; the amintensnoe of
appropristion and other acgounte of the Board} the handling
of residusl pay-roll matters of the Bosrd, including gaﬁél
éaymenus to employees end sotdon éequared with regpeat €0
_bonds, under the pay-roll dedustion plan,'uitnheld téxes. -
end retirement acocounts; the effeoting of eallootiana and

'”*““““““ﬁiﬂFvﬂtttﬁngﬁfgﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁVﬂ rolating W the Board) tha oalparsnce
of post-audit exooptiona end olaime of the Hoard; snd the

-

disposition of the rocorde of the Bosrd, All functions of
the Board and of the Exeoutive Director thereof whioh are




neeesaary to the effeotustion of the gravxsibué ef'ﬁhis;r
paregreph are transferred to the ﬁéérataﬁy of the'féigsury;'
" The fundas, property, reeords and personnial of the ﬁcaxﬁ'
shell be tranaferred to the Tvéasévyraégériﬁébt for the

purposs of carrying out the prov;siené’é§,this paragraphe

) 3. Such further measures end dispositions as may

ve determined by the Director of the Buremu of the Budget
to Do necengary te effaeﬁuéte the purposes and 9gavxéieng
of _this order shall be garried out in suehrmanuer as the
Dirsctor may ﬁire&ﬁ end by aueh agenclss as ne may desig-
nate, »

4, A1l urler Exesutive Orders which are in confiiot
‘with this ordepr are puperceded to the extent of auch 7
eonflliet.

B. Tnia order shall vecome effective at the olose

of businesz Heptember 18, 1940,

the white House,
, 1940,




Mr. White, Mr. Dent and myself conferred 1nforma11y
‘an attorney—confnree, at the General Accounting Office in conne
tne above- matter.»' B - PR

We raised with Mr. Thomas the question of how to make provisxon 80
toat those employees on the- rolls of the War Refugee Board. at the time-
of its abolition would not lose any credit for their umiséd annual. 1eav
According to certain decisions rendered by the Comptroller General it -
avpeared that upon the -termination of an agency its pereonnel ‘were consi
dered automatically separated from the Federal. Qervme and ‘could not be
paid for any unused annual leave- existing at t*e date of tbe termination
of the agency. - : : :

Mr., mhomae pointed out that under- the new time and leave regulations E

(Executive Order Yo. 9414, dated Jamary 13, 1944), section 2.4 directs ﬂ,'

hat an employee who is to be separated from the servicd shsll be entitled
to the unused anaual leave standing to his credit, that the date of his .
separation shall be so fixed as to pefmit him to take such leave and that in
no case snall the separation become effective on a date prior to the date: -
of termination of such leave, unless the employee forfeits such leave in :
writing. Mr. Thomas felt that in veiw of tae above regulation, the War
Refugee Board nad, at the least, a moral obligation to see to it that none
of ite employees lost their unused annual leave upon the termination of the
agency. One way to provide thereforg, he pointed out, would be to postpone ]
the date of abolition of tne agency until the annual leave of its employees
had expired. I suggested as an alternative a provision in the Executive

Urder for the transfer of all personnel carried on the rolls of the War =
Refugee Board on the date of its abolition to the Treasury Department, R
waleh as liquidating agent could meke provision for the separation of the ot
personnel from the Federal Service (that is, if they could not obtain n W
Federal jobs within thirty days from the date of the Board's abolition).
and in doing go pay taem in full for their umised annuval leave. My, Thomas : .~
‘saw no6 reason why ‘this couldn't be done and thought it would be more

effective if, in the Executive Urder, wermade a specific reference to
section 2.4 s0 toat there would be no question of what it was intended "
to accomplish. Accordingly, I nave prepared suck a provision in a draft
of an Executive Order terminating the War Refugee Board.

We also nad occasion to discuss with Mr. Thomas the effect of the
Russell amendment on the payment by the Treasury Department, as liquidating
agent, from the Board's funds of obligations incurred by the Board prior to
its termination. Mr. Ti~res was of the opinilon that the Russell amendmcnt
did not forbid the liquidation of suca obligatlons by their»payment after

. R A




- anunr,,r ?2, 1945. This agreps wirtn'tne conclus:.o
“‘Mr. Friedman and Mr. Marks., When. I'nueqticmed Mr."
" whetiier he thought that the Board's: fv '
.. Devartment to vpay' the: Board's formet nersomel after an

“Mr. Tnomas annare'\tly dldn't wish to comm.t hlmself because ho a3

a direct ansv'er.

. /e/ Milton Sargoy . -




o

o Offlce of tne Pre91dent by Executive Order 9417, da ;

: 1944, to take all measures w1thin its power to re""

' enemy oppre881on in 1mminent danger of death;androthefﬁi§e ¥Q?éff§r'
such victims all possible relief and assistance cénsiSfentrﬁith'th
successful prosecutlon of the war; and B G

WHEREAS the v1ctorles of the United States and the other
United Nations by crushing Nazi tyranny and aggre531on have halted
the furthef,murder, torture and oppression of inmocent victins by -
the Nazis, their functionaries, subordin&%es and satellites and have -

~made possible the punishﬁent of those guilty of theserabominablergrimes; «i'

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vestediinrﬁérbyrﬁhg
Constitution and the statutes of the United States, as President,of,thé
United States and as Commander in Chief of the Army and Nav&};itris
hereby ordered as follows: s

1. The War Refugee Board is abolished.,

2. The Immigration and Naturalization Service . he - af'.th
War Relocation Authority Eace st ke
the over-all responsibility for the Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort

Ontario, Oswego, New York. The Hor ﬁgig%& 1gﬁdA§ ﬁgﬁg%ization Service

\

shall also have Joint responsibility with the Department of State and . |

QAWar¢RelocailonﬁAuthnr1+y

the Department of Justice Tor formulating plgns pursuapt tq which

tite refugees in the Emergency Refugee Shelter shéll be reﬁurnedfto
their homelands after the war or admitied to such eountrieé as may be

willing to accept them as immigrants.




render the contlnuance of such proaect infea81ble or unde irabl

that agency is autnorlzed to dlspose of the balance of such~food-parce 5
in any manner 1t sees’ flt prov1ded that such dlspos1tlon shall be made

in accordance with the terms and condltlons of the approprlation fori

Forelgn Wer Rellef s second Deficiency Appropriation Act 1944 (Publlc i
Law 375 - 78th Congress)
4; The Foreign Funds Control Treasury Department is de31gnated
‘the liquidating agent to wind up the affairs of the WarARefugee Board, -
For this purpose, there shall be transferred to the Foreign Funds Con=
trol, Treasury Department, the War Refugee Board's proberty, records,
equipment, funds (including all unexpended balances of allocations or
other funds available) assets, obligations and llablllties of every
kind., Upon the completion of the ligquidation of the Board, all remaln-
ing funds shall be transferred to the Emergency Fund for the President.rfr
5. To permit compliance with sectlon 2./ of Executive Order No. 9414,
dated January 13, 1944, all persomnel carried on the rolls of the War /:

Refugee Board as of s 1944, including those on.

terminal leave, shall be transferred to the Treasury Department where

provision may be made for their separation from the service, provided

that -such separation shall not become effective prior to the date of

termination of any ﬁnused annual leave standing to the credit of such

personnel.,




y prov1s1on of any

'tne Pre31dent 1n,conf11ct wltprthls?

'iof such confllct.

 FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT =

THE WHITE HOUSE

1944




mlief a.nd asy iatanue coneietent with the auecuuaftﬂ. pras&cntiem 0!’ ihi !mﬂ"
WEEREAS the victories of the United Skates and the other United Nations
by orushing Nagi tyrenny and sggression have halteﬁ : tﬁe, further murder, —
torturs and oppression of innogent viatims by -the ﬁazie. thelir functionaries, :,:,
subordimﬁes and satelliten and have nads possible the punishuent of those -
__gullty of these abominable crimem; amwd. ,
)Hmsi,s TIERUPORE, by virtue of the autherity vestsi in ne hy the Conatie ,‘
tution and the statutes ~f the United States, partisularly ﬂm Aat of
Decenber 18, 1941, entitled "¥irst Wer Powers Aot, 1941° (Public Jav 388«
T7h Congrosé.) as Prealamt of the Unlted States and ag Gnmmsm&er in. Ohiof
of the Army and "hvy, 1t is herely ordered os fonows:
‘1. The Var Refugee Board 1s nbolished, 7 o
2, The War Relocativn Authority shall be charged Qith the over-sll -
reaponsibility for the Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, ngo. S
New York, ‘The War Ralouauon Mthority shall alaso have Joint resnonaibultv
with the Dm\m‘enont of State and the ihnartment of Justios for farmxlauns

plans pureuans to which the refugoan in the Bmgenoy Rof‘ugee Shelter ahan be




é. The frexmury mmarhsasnt mvision'af ?ore!gn»
whxd up the affairs of the ‘fIar ﬁsfugee Bcard purpose,

shall be bra.nsferred to ths Treasury Denars mnt Bivisizm of Fareign an‘

cﬂntrcl the Har Qefugae Roard's prnpertv recarﬁs, equiyment ﬁmﬁu

{incinaing ais. unmanﬂeu DRLANCEE OT B LUTHVIONG UF Ouigs awies i

aseets, obligstions and lmbiuﬂee of avery L:im'l ‘L*pnn the éoaﬁiﬁiéhfef DT
the liguldation of the Board, slgé ﬁ}mining funds shall ha trrmef‘&rreﬂ tc |
~_the Enmergercy Fund f»r the President, s P
Y gf Any vprovision of sny prior Exegutive m‘der or memoranaus of the
Pregman., ineluding the memorandun dated June 8, 1944, ta the .meutarte;
af var, Havy and Inberior, the Dirsctor of the Budget ani Executive 7
Dirsetor of the War Refugee Board, in confiiet with this order is 5npefsqm %o
the axtent of such eonfilet. - .

/ FRAKLIN T, ROOSEVELR

THE WHITE HOUSE

MdMaricathmd 9/12,44




relief and assistance consistent with the sucéessﬁﬂ.'pi@eeecutien-e:f:_the

WEEBEAS the victoriee of the United States and the other United Nat:lons

by crushing Naz‘l tyranny and aggression have halted the further mu.rder, o

torture and oppression of imnocent viotims by the Nazis, their functiomiee
‘subordinates and satellites and have made poaai‘ble the punishment of thole
guilty of these abominable crimes . s
NOW, THERRFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Goneti-
tution and the atatutes of the United States, pntic\ﬂ.arly the Aet of

December 18, 1941, entitled "First War Powers Act, 1941" (Pu'blic Isaw 354 - -

77th Congress), as Pree:ldent of the United States and ae Oommmd.er in Ghi :

of the Army-and Navy, it 1is hereby ordered as follows:

"1, The War Refuges Board 1s a'bolished.

- The War Relocation Authority shall e charged with

responsibnity for the Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fors Ontario, Oswego,

‘New York, The War Relocation Authority shall also have Joint responsibnity

with the Dmartment of Sta.te and the Department of Junt:lce for formnlating




'i'_returned. to. their ‘ho lands a.fter hA

Ereasury Department Division : ol
wind up 4he affe.irs of 'bhe Wa.r Refugee Board
" shell e transferred. to. the Treasury Department Divieion of ! orelgn'

Gontrol the War Refugee Boa.rd's property, records, equipment funde

(1nc1ux11ng all unexpended balences of allocations or other funds aved.lable_,

assets, obligations and 1iebilities of every kind. Upon the completi.on o:t
~ the liguidation of the Board, all remaining f\mds shall be transferred to

the Emergency Fund for the President, 7
4, Any provision of any prior Executive Order or memorandum of the

: President including the memorandum dated June 8, 1944 to the Secretariee
‘of Wer, Navy and Interior, ‘the Director. of . the Budget and Exeoutive e

Director of the War Refugee Board in conflict with this order 1s supereeded. to. : '

A the extent of euch conflict.

- 7 | FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THE, WHITE HOUSE
‘ , 7 1944




INTER-OFFICE' COMMUNICATIO!

Liquidation of the War Refugee Board?,

Conference,held in Mr, Marks' office oh Oefoﬁer'8i;"1944,iet;953b,a;m7
. Presentt Hessrs. Anthony Bryen and Clyde Dunn, Bureaw of fhejBudget?

Messrs, Jemes Dent and Frank Gatchell of the Budget and Finance Section of -

Foreign Funde Control; end Messrs, White and Marks of the War Refugee Board,

Mr, Dunn, Liaison Officer between the Bureau of the 3udget~and the
War Refugee Board from its inception, is resigning from the Bureasun, He ,
requested that this meeting be held in order that Mr, Bryan, his successor,
obtain first-hand knowledge of the problems involved in the contemplated
liquidation of the Board,

-‘The representatives of the Bureau of the Budget stated that if the
War Refugee Board were to remain in operation after Jamuary 21, 1945, it
would be necessary under the Russell Amendment as they interpreted it, to S
obtain either a Congressionsal sppropriation or an amthoriszation from Gongress .
permitting the expenditure of funds by the ‘Board, Any such request would, dn ..’
the opinion of Messrs, Dunn and Bryan, have to be presented befors December 1=
of thie year, They emphasized, therefore, the necessity for determination vy
the Board whether it intends to request a Gongressional appropriation or
authorization for the expenditure of funds, Both repreeentatives of the Bureau
of the Budget were in agreement that no appropriation or authorization from : .
Congress was necessary if the Board's activities, after January 21, 1945, were . : o
restricted to the liquidation of obligations incurred previous to that date, 8

I have since received a telephone call from Mr, Bryan uho stated that-
he raised the above question with Mr, Carr, one of the members of the Legal =~ .
Division of the Bureau of the Budget. Mr, Carr advised Bryan that the Bureau -
of the Budget is now preparing the various asppropriation bille and intends to B
. have them before the Congressionel Committess by November 14, in order that.
Congress may have time to consider and mct on these bills before Dacember 15
Mr, Carr seemed to be of the orinion, acfording to Bryaﬂ that unlees requests C: }
for a Congressional appropriation or aut horization were presented to the . L e
Bureau of the Budget before November 14, it would be extremely difficult to
obtain favorable Congressional action in time, Mr, Bryen urged, therefore,




_ that the éoard: come ¢ a decision within the mext' tw

L : ,Mr.:Bryan also. raised with: Mr. ~4h
obligations ‘incurred’ previous't January 21,
certain on this point he was

' *1ons into two categories._;rir‘

(1) An obligation such as an agreement ‘to: purchase 8
typewriter, which is concludad before January 21,
but which cennot be executed until after Jannary
21; : o R

(2) 4&n obligation such as a promise to & foreign
government to reimburse it for expenses incurred
in the care of refugees admitted into that country;i '

Carr apparently felt that in order to liquidate obligations of the- - R
second type after January 21, it might be necessary to obtain a Congr.ssional C
sppropriation or authorization as such obligations might take years to liquids -

ate and might therefore be used as a means of circumventing the Rusaell
Amendment, .




" My, Pehle

§r. ¥hite

Fet Liquidationxbfrthe War Refugee Board

Conference held in Mr, Harke' office on October 31, 1944;jaﬁ 9

Present: Messre. Anthony Bryan and Clyde Dunn, Bureaﬁ—ef ﬁhe:Bﬁdget{
Messrs, James Vent and Frank Gatchell of the Budget and Finance Section of - S
Foreign Funds Control; and Messre. White and Marks of the War Refugee Soard..

: kp, Dunn, Liaison Offtcer between the Bureau of the Budget and the
War Refugee Board from its inception, is resigning from the Bureau, He . .
requested that this meeting be held in order that Mr, Bryan, his successor,
obtain firet-hand knowledge of the problems jpvolved in the contemplated
liquidation of the Board. S S

Tle peprecentatives of the Bureau of the Budget stated that if the -
War Refuree Board were to remaln in operation after January 21, 1945, it
would be necessary under the Ruseell Amendment as they interpreted it, to -
obtain either s Congressionsl aprropriatlon or an suthorization from Congress
permitting the expenditure of funds by the Board., Any such regueet would,: in
the opinion of Messrs, Dunn and-Bryan, have to be presented before December -1
of this year. They emphabized, therefore, the necessity for determination by
the Board whether 1t intends to request » Congressional appropriation or
suthorigation for the expenditurs of funds. Both representatives of the Bureaun
of the Budget were in agreement that no appropriation or authorization from
Congress was necessary if the Board's activities, after Jantary 21, 1945, wera -
restricted to the liguidation of obligations incurred previous to that date,

! have since received a telephone call from Mr, Bryan who stated that '

he raised the above question with Hr, Carr, one of the nembers of the Legal
Division of the Bureau of the Budget. Hr, Carr advised Bryan that the Pureau
of the Budget 1s now preparing the verious appropriation bills and intends to
have them before the Congressional Commitbtees by ¥ovember 14, in order that
Congrees may have time to consider and act on these bille before December 15.
Yr, Carr seemed to be of the opinlon, acfording to Bryan, that unless requests -.
for = Congressional appropriation or awt horization were presented to the ’
Bureau of the Budget before Fovember 14, it would be extremely difficult to
obtaln favorable Congressional action in time, Mr, Bryan urged, therefore,




' —Qhat the Board come to a decisir_?within the next

Mr. Bryan:also raised with 4
'obligntiona incurred previous to Januaryial
certalin on this point, he was’ 1ncllnad to
tione into two aategoriasa S :

(1) An obllpation such 48 an agreement to purchase
‘typewriter, which fs concluded before January 21,
but vhich cannot ‘be executed until after January
21; i S ;

(2) 4n oaligation such as'a'promiSé to a fdféign 
government to reimburse {t for expences inourred -
in the care of refugees admitted 1nto that country.

Carr apparently felt that in order %o liquidate oblirations of the
second pype ufter January 21, 1t might be necessary to obtain a Gongrosaional
appropriation or authorization, as such obligatlions might take yesrs to 11qu1d—

ate and might therefors be used as a meann of circunventing the Rusgell
Amendment,

marksznw;lwagr 10/31/44
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iﬁ7uppears"tna§7éligibility for exchonge is the.main,
r:.'which/fhefeermans,éreipreparédito congi n e
The basis for sﬁbhfacﬁion‘is—fuilyjfur
6Aand'A—54O*qf—November—Qitprern.',f,

- ) —(6)'1Repré$éntafi§né[éguld,ﬁéfmédé;ﬁb;ﬁhé Brit
~view to get it similarly to emphasize the eligibility for
certificate holders and of close relatives of subjects and -

various parts of the British Empire and its mandated territorieg

7 (7) The Swedish, Swiss, Spenish, Portuguese, and Turkish Governments
could ve encouraged to continue actively intervening on behalf of persons with:
protective papers and vises issued by these couhtries, and to continue inter: -
ceding more generally on behalf of all other Jews in Axig territery.- Contact - -
could be maintained with the Vetican with e view to encouraging it to continue -

"its own intercessions, : : T S

(8) Since the situation clearly points to growing confusion and di=’ -
versity of views with respect to the Jewish question within the ranks of Axig - : .
officialdom, all channels could be utilized to approach, formally or informally,
local as well as central Axis officials, To this effect, unofficial contamcts. e
through neutral sources, which heve already proven its vorth ‘in many cages, + -
_could be continued on a broad scale, especially in Sweden and Switzerland, -
In addition, radio and pamphlet channels, which have lately been heglected,

could again be utiliged, and, to make thig proseible, our contacts with the

O0.¥W.I. which, it would seem, have been allowed recently to lapse, could be
vigorously renewed, oL
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- Pending Proﬁécts and'OperatiQnszof ﬁér Réfugee?Bo'rdf

' 'Operations in -Switzerland

2.

b

" C.

€.

Operations in Sweden

areas.

Saly lkayer ne Fotlatlons to save Jews surv1v1ng'1n German—contro lerﬁ

Small, spe01¢ic rescue programs of prlvate orﬁanlzatlons
through Board ﬁepresentatlve LcClelland.,

- coordinated

Continual representations to and pressure on Swiss GovernmentJand
International Red Cross for assistance in varlous measures de51gned
to protect persons in enemy territory. :

vacuation of refugees from Switzerland in order that more refugees
may enter Switzerland from enemy territory. liovement of 1672
Hungarian Jews who arrived in Switzerland in August and December
1944 now being worked out with viar Department and: UNRRA

Relief projects ~ extension of prlvate feedlng and clothlng programs.,fl'

Rescue from Norway

Rescue from Baltic areas

Pressure -en Swedish Government for e531stance 1n our varlou
protective! programs,

Relief programs
1.  Tood packages to Norway

2. Development of fairly ldrge—scale package program for 1nternees e ‘::f,g'
at Bergen Belsen. S

3. Importance of Sweden as forwarding depot for large part of flrst o
War Refugee Board food package prograi, co o v




V.

VIQ

the

relief programs of Polish War Relief, Czec'os’ovak'Re
other labor projects are coordlnated under thefBoard's

" Rescue by means of Excnange

problem of Palestlne certlficates for refugees.

=48

. residents of the United Stutes. As the result of measures de= =~

- tives in “w:.tzerland and Sweden for transmission to ’che German

Co

War

Persons in enemy territory who are close relatives of citizens.or

veloped by the Posrd, persons who under our statutes are enbitled
t0 non~quota or preference quota immigration‘visas have been de=
clared eligible for exchange, if they are in: enemy~controlled -
territory and are victims of enemy oppression, Lists of such - ..
persons are continuously being supplied-to the Board's representa

authorities.

Jews holding %ad hoc! Latln American passports. :Two. exchange pro—'ff
jects are now being developed: (1) 50~75 of this category ‘are - B
expected to be exchanged as part of a large exchange in Switzer- .-
land in January 1945; (R) about 300 of this category (1nclud1ng
the Vittel group) are involved in an exchange now belng planned'”
to follow the foregoing exchange.

Fxchange of Jews in enemy territory for German natlonals 1n Rumania;f
Project still under study. :

500 Rabbinical leaders and scholars in Shanghai. P0851ble'exnhange
of this group for 500 Japanese in Peru now undér’ study\ ’

Refugee Board Feedan Programs

a.

furops -~ extension of first proaect to send 300 OOO packages to un=
assimileted persons in German concentration camps., S

Far East - In view of the reported success of the American Red -
Cross project to send food to American civilien and military L
prisoners in the Far East, we are nOW‘explorlng p0551b11it1es of O
sending packages to some 20,000 refugees in Shanghal. T

.




 New York.
,m:.nlsters the Shelter,.

Emergency Refugee Shelter at Oswego

War~ Refugee Board has’ overall respons:.bllity fo
Close. cooperatlon w:Lth &{ar Relocatlor

' Sernce to Prlvate Amerlcan Rel:Lef Agenc:.es e

a. Development of private rescue a.nd relief programs a.nd the :f.‘:"
. of the issuance of the necessary llcenses. L

b. The furnishing of various reports and mformation recelved i‘rom;
to the agencies here. . . :

¢. The sending and recelv:mg of messages sen% through k’l’ar Ref‘ugee -B
facilities on behalf of the-private agencies. T

Service to Other ‘Government Agencies Interested'in Refugéé? I&étﬁeféé

a. OCopies of Weekly reports of the Board are i‘urnished State, War,:}:—'-:
Treasury, I'EA and Interior. .

b, 0SS and other agencies frequently call on us for mformatlon 1n '

our files.

c. Ve are now preparmg a summary report of all War Rei‘ugee Board
activities, el .
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Pending Projects :and, Oparations of War Hefugas Boar

Gperatims in ‘%witserland

8,

~ b,

Ce

d.’

Ogeraucms in Swodnn

Saly Hayer ne. got,iations eo save Jm anrviving .’m Germani mtrolled
areas, - 7 e E

Small, specific rescus progrems of private orgmimtions - caordinated
through Board Representative melslland. i

Continual vepresentations to and pressure on Swise Govemmenf. -and- _
Intemastional Red Cross for assistance in vari.eus maanurescdesimd
to protect persons in enemy territery. i

Evaeuatim of refugees from Swit.sarland in order that more refugces Lo

may enter Switgerland from enemy territory. Hovement of 1672 - - -
Bungarian Jews who errived in Switszerlend in August and Degember -

1944 now being vmrked out with Var Dapmt and I!ﬁ&&k v

Heliof projects « axbenaion of private feoding and clothing pragrams.

a.

e

G

2, Development of fairly large-scale package prograu for intemaes

Rescue from Baltio araas
Rescue ﬁ-m Horway

Pressuro on Swedish Government for aaaistaneo m cur varimm
"proteetive" programns, A

Relief programq
1, Food packagas to Norway

at Baergen BRelaen, -

3. Importexwa of Sweden as forwsrding depot for largo part of t‘:lrst.
_ War Hefugee Board food packa:ge pragram




v.

VI,

'a. Burope - extension of first project to send300,000 packages- to un=

- and part of Hungary by the Russisn
* Board's office in Turkey will. cloge

R

&, Persons in ensmy territory who are close relatives of citizens or = .

practical and.

Gparationa in idxidon;

The Board's representative in Londen is handling ‘elatl
British concerning various phases of ocur programg and

the ‘problem of Palestine certificates for re B8, -
relief programs of Polish War Relief, Czechos )
-other labor projects are coordinated under the Board

Rescue by means of Exchange

residents of the United States. As the result of measures de= .= IR
veloped by the Board, persons who wnder our statutes are-entitled -

to non-quota or preference quota immigrstion visas have -been de-

clared eligible for exchange, if they are in enemy-controfled ,

terriboty and are victims of enemy oppression. Iists of such -~ 3
peraons are continuously being supplied to the Board's reprosenta- . -
tives in Switzerland and Sweden for transmissien to the German - Y
authorities, . L T

b. Jews holding %ad hoc" Latin American passports. Two exchange pro- .

- Jects are now being developsd: (1) 50~75 of thigs category are
expacted to be exchanged as part of a largs exchange in Switzer~
land in January 19453 (2) about 300 of this catsgory (ineluding
the Vittel group) are involved in an exchanpe now being planned * -
to follow the foregoing exchange. R o

¢. Exchange of Jews in enemy térritory for German natic;nals: inRumn:h. ;
. Froject still under study, o B IR

d. 500 Rabbinical leaders and scholars in Shanghal. Fossible sxchange
of this group for 500 Japanese in Peru now under study, .

War Refugee Board Feedigg. Programs

R

- assimilated persons in German concentration camps, o

b. Far Eést = In view of the reported saccess of the Ameriean?'ﬁed:, )
Croas project to send food to American civilian and military -
prisoners in the Far East, we are now exploring possibilities of

sending pacimges to some 20,000 refiigees in —‘ShangbkL :
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VIII., ) g cy Rejea Shelte ,athsn ;

L War Refugee Board has’ overall responsibility tor Shelter
"~ New York. Close ceoperatian with Viar Relocation Authori
ministers the Shelter. , , PREC

' Service to Private American. Relief Ageneiea

" of the issuAnce of the neeassary licenses.
b
- 0.‘7

Service %o Ot-ner Govemment g aies Interested in Refugee Hat.ters'

The ﬁu'niehing ‘of varioua reports and information received i‘ron 3-,,

The sending and recaiving of messages sond - through &‘t’ar Remgee Board' .
) 'facilities on. behalf of the private agencies. i L R

Development of private’ rescue and ralief programs and tha facilitatin

to the agenoies here., .

Ce -

FHihd 1/16 /ng& : -

e

g

e

" a;,rf Oapies of weekly reports ot f,he Beard ar'e furnished State, War,

R ‘Praasury, FEA and Interior. S

: 'IOSS and other agencies frequen‘hly oall en na fea' mfmmation 1n
: Vour filéﬂ- . " , N R L ) .

iﬂe ave now preparing a s\mmary repux't of all War Befuge&
activitias. T







3. W. Pehle

- You may not have noﬁicedrthatz, {:
Bewey, in his speeech last night, included 't
in his 1listlng of egenoies 0f therﬁamzn
"now cperating wholly or partly sll over the
This afternoon Jonathan Dahigls called me £
White House and asked me how meny representative,
we had abroad. The soore i3 five prafesgianal

people end three seoretaries.

' Baniels told me that he was getting -
material for a reply to Dewey, who had singled out
several agencies which had llﬁtla oy na petaannei =
abroad. :

ungmﬁlﬂkﬁiﬁﬂﬁeﬁia,




GOP Cundldate Suys President eleused Delan
Containing Same Ideas Advanced:by Gen‘ Hers

By the Assoctated Press.
ST..LOUIS, Oct. 17 ~~Following
is the prepared text of a ctim-
paign_address here last night by
Gov, Thomas E, Dewey of New '
York, the Republican presiden-
= tiagl candidate.
Pellow Amertcans:

.I:am happy to come. to Missoutl E
tonight to' carry on thebattle’ for|
honest and competent government.
I:sm happy also to salute your dis~

twho;; next January, will become
United States Senator, Forrest.C.
Donriell, and your next Governor,
Jean Paul' Bradshaw. |
It:ds clear by-riow. that the New
. Deal: has been taken over by the
' feombination of corrupt big city
, Communists and fellow trav=
. |elers; The people of Missourl have
shown their mdepmdence before by
lthwowing off‘the rile of tite corrupt
Pendetgast machine, In the light
of that record, I am sure they will
; permit men who.are products
of* "machine to sicceed in their
current attempt to ‘take over our
National Government.

! € war in Europe Is drawing to
a:close Bm; hard tasks rematn."We

(073,
! ‘ﬂgh’dng _men the bncking of come
efféetive * government at
ome,;, We: ‘must make, sure that
[when | total victory is won, those
. {fght meh “are brought Home

prompily. We must take the lead-
; Jershdp: in bitriging about eﬂecr.ive
al co- uperal:lon to pre-

‘face & mighty
Ten million Yeroés will
393&, entitléd - to -the

pomtlng to one of hi
dress here last night
! speakers stand listen -with

ity and’.staple . employ) ment. .’ The s
farmers of America havo a right to
know that: thelr tremendous-efforts|our’ chance for a lasting pe
in the'face of fnadequate hélp and|depend on this election. -
machinery will by 8. - Now, what kind of a.dmmistmtlon A

oux' retuming heroes| 2. “pedp er.; o
me'.0ld WPA? © Must trained and compétent A ¢ 09 Remar] R UTp) al
. g ‘back to debaﬂed Jobs? ' y : ' ) ; : Now let *my oppunem 1Y 10, p
“icontrol “by Ni Deal|" 3 Is it a Government with fnlth August: 21,:1942, that. thi the” buck “to-"one - of, his =
’ lagents, With' falliig prices. to boof,? in'the. future - of .America and, |&l.cc
| dide. wholehe:u-ted determinatlon to make { 1 ‘but “when
} ! Thesé questions § ha|our system work? -to:thy ) -of uses the, wcrd‘“ta.lsiﬂcation ”.85 hel
in this -election. : Some. Simple Tests. | 1y dld on.; the: radi ~1n the tenmsters:
Let us apply these  simple tests e, 3t unt his
to what, we.now have 'so-that wey
can find ou} whether s firne for,
2, change. ..

|

|, INever in history was. it 50 lmportnn‘b

‘ \that we have a- Gpvernment ~which

|| Wh be. respected ab home .and r long.
. |dpected abroad ; 51 For 12 years the New Deal’ has»
Important that we choose- & Gov, |treated us to: & st 0. D :

ernment, which can'restore our jo quarreling and h“k'bitlng by, the Al {5 =0 T Sald he'saw no-purpose | & {
: TR = of mien-out of the.Army. 4

o, B '

E : But We _can never do hetter unde
[ . . \the New Deal. 'I',he scarsiof its'o

boo deep Going righ Al
buginnlng ﬂ xc wasn't & free: or iy
. -flight in thy L
. . " Ickes and Ho king” ‘fighting -
, . who got four bﬂlion horrowed dol- /
| " + |lpxs to spend on PWA.or WPA,". T
i . was: and Tekes,
over-the right to be gasoltné <zar,
or a fight, bebween the. rubber
wzwr and - ‘the ' Undersecrets ry of
ar.

oft q 3 b
11 1t wasn'y the OPA ﬂghtlng wlth' the onsistent pract}
o itself, "It was My ‘evadi nsibllity: Blghﬁoﬂ;: 5
the Wpr Labor Bom'd for its purk I ahod ike
. fn what- he called: a Ck--nnidl | ¢
stupld—chapter - in: the hlstory of [
. the home front. * * . . A
- The most, dlagmcelul per{ormnnce E
) came when'Vice President Wallace ;

accused  Secretary - of  Commerce
{Joncs of having “done muoh’ to
[harass tl éﬂo)ttahelp'?ho en' W
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MISS ARNE TAUGHLIN
PONTIAC HOIEL
OS’—'EGO NEW YORK
In creabting WRB President declareds "It is the po!uéy of this ﬂwerment to hak'

all measures within its power to rescus the viet.im of enemy oppreseion vho are in

- {mminent danger of death and otherwise to afford such victims all possible reliof end

apslstance oonsiatetrb with the successful prosecution of the war®

with small staff in Vashington, handful of able x-apresen'batives in strategie nentuwal

mxrbx'leu, Board has carried on a hoat of activities in rolief, rescue and peychelogheal
warfare — &all "designed to seve nvas of parsecu‘bed peopl.e. Elrschmann, MeClelland,

-Ulaen, ‘Dexter, Ackermamn,
1afe-gaving in an cccupied cmmbw qurdng a war not simple matter ALl over Burope '

Board has carried an its work with the great care 160eBEOTY in cwplsx eyaratiens. o

" has partioipated in rescue of thousands from Dalkans acrofs the Hladk Sea 10 Paleat-ina,

in rescue of many over the pyrennces to and t}mmgh'Spain and Porbugal,::m relie

h many vieary victims of Hitler's persecution who had found senctuary in Suedﬂnand
 peitzorland, Rumarda induced bo permit return of Transnistrian exiles, Board has- :
B cooperated jn-establishing rafugea comps in Africa and, bhrough Prosident's leadership,

one here, It ‘has taken thi Tead in sending food packeges from this omntyy 0 -h‘gxp’xasg .
‘Internegs in Eurepoan losips, In Hungarden erisis it tock manty steps. ymnmmm'
helped abay deportation cf Jm and relieve thelr: conddtion, . Ib haa used a].l ’ﬁhe old

techniquoa and i.nventeﬂ sama new onies . Appued 211 of bhem to- the saving of 'mman “1ife,

-~

¥idth cooperation of cther Amgricen republics, Board has nade’ stremuns ‘efforts

. %o aa.foguanl nm of aevoml ‘thousends who by oo mm or anottwr had sec\ird pn.aapox‘hs'

o€ t?grm o i




and ebher docmmnts somod dn the numes of o muker of Lstineinerican cowntides With
couparstion of Siels Popartment progromd “devised ‘and sot in oparaﬁim @1&3@& to
facilitate rescue of Imsbands, wives, iliven and parenbe of smerican eé.t!xem and ﬁm
ond elidldvan of aliens vesident in this eowbey, Simtlar progean ewisad for pwbaem
ﬁmatommmmaﬂa&mviaasmdbeeniﬁsmﬂaﬁsrml,}s&mﬁm,
pecimse of war canditdons heve been wneble bo come to thin cmndyys 7

Add brought bo Sephordle Jews Lhweugh soeperation of fpenish snd Pm*t.ugxe&s
Govermenta wnloh, through intevconaion of Vatican, ware permsted Lo yecagnize
retpunsindlity for these exiles of 450 yearw sbandiog,

Shipping, Ffforts %o sawure salfeeconduct from Gezmens for alﬁps :x: Wacl Sea 3.‘&156.
Howsver, on Aprid 7 ¥arltas arvived ia Istonul carrying 244 Jerwiah wﬂg@eﬂ fm

Constavgn, Commencement of resous traftic widch wan in%mpw& thwngh *ﬂw #d Jnrn by L
-aitiing of xescue ship, Rovived in tuged after Turks permited five amn alﬂ»w tobe
‘aséd in refugne sorvice, In August oue of thws, tho legkure, venb dem undar Germin

shpllefive and more Lhan 250 pIosonLers yeriohnd,
4noce decision o brdng vefugeos to Fu, Ontaxdo soms cam’wben in peanim to sore
“for vefugses operlug ‘iedr doovt, Frivdoh agread ©e epen oap ih wx-spamm 3n mwa
ogpublp of accommodating soversl t!msam. Franeh :as;med ‘o em&inh Yarge comp neey -
Peiappeville in Algerie, ,!euci.eo agroed Lo enwbnah 'bemxmw mvem ms Jeﬁtm '
.!“n o oo
Grestest oingle provlen contventing WK La Inmary mﬁ’ﬁ@i WM*@ persecution
| fqllewad hy Hmpsrisn mppet govevmmant plago &b g0 mto pm n m\mh wipardileled
v enything excoph entieSomitisn of Hosds tharwelvozy tseo,,ooa qua in Sa.mgz\ny fased




amdtllation, Hungary which had bogn & 'tma;:,r seuctusry for muny refugess frus Pdsnﬁ
and othor countrdoes baosmy munder chamber ovarnight, , .
. opposing this cruelby WED sot in wotion diglemetlo opeyations, Uarch 24, lese then
av@af%r&s&smr&edmw,tmmmﬂemmﬁﬂm sateliltes
of consequences of further porsecutions of Jows and other minorities, Hmse Forelen
Affaire Commlboe and Sensle Farelgn Belstions Comditee condemed Lhnxzam crusiides,
U, 8, forearded warning 1o Haogarian zoversment, Seemm B and Andhony Fden
denounced Tirmgary's hrubel proguuz Vatdom used 4ts powor and pramtige atly.
hvohiiohop Spellmm, Hing of Sweden paremnlly interosdsd with Bevthy,

Perhape somp of ymu heord radlo progran dedioatdng thres pwerfaﬁ. ne wﬁb
prenamitiers in Cinolnnatd gt Satunday n!.\j!lz ron e Vebee of l‘mm ﬁu r&ng
7 wandh bo tell you thab & mvdwwmmmnww
24, 1n Thngarian Jangusge shorb-wave vroadoashs Wgh the m&o S

apeund the wordd,
_ab Hungary since Yerah
facllitiss of 04T, TBC, and RedSo Miders,
Hangarisa pearile esiled vpm 4o save thady Jeviah bmbhura,
- help hinmmuhmgos‘hvtcmmwvﬂnm thelr aaw mt e Mﬁsﬁod.
. those respawible for or tdldng pest in amﬁht«,mgam ok eﬂmtima vzmm b
panished, Told how Frenoh sddud Jewdoh tefugeos in France, rged o omilate Gmakaw}m
asvisted 15,000 to hide s ;:amm nidden, Told how to prossrve avidenocy agalast war
cﬁninala, to note wmsofaummmm;wmmm, topmt.ogmpluwﬁ ttuw
mmmmmmﬁmanmbn. mmwmm rmﬂntszﬂ.eo

de thos, mvia" ¢ h"m,
w hat

ropped,




0n July 29 came word that murdersand deportations had meveifully halted, TRC
recaived from Horthy assurences that trensportation of Jews beyond Hungarian frontlers
had ceased and permission to furnish relief teo Jews in Hungary, mcrmmar enpovered to
cooperate in evacuaticn of il Jewish children under ten who ceuld ebtain foreign visas
and a1l adulbe with Palestine visas, VD had its fingers orossed, '

on fugnst 18 U, 5, amd Britieh replied: "Dscause of the desperste plight of the Jews
in Bungary and the oyeraheliing hmsamitarian considerations invelved the twoe govormmnts
are informing the Government of Hungory through the Interatiensl Red Croos that, despite
the heavy difficulties and responsibilities invelved, they have accepbed the offer of the
Hmgarisn Covernment for the rolaasa of Jovs audvd.nma arranmntsfort}n caroaf '
muoh Jws Leaving Hungary who reach meutral or United Mations terribory, end sles that
they will £ind tempovary havens of refuge whare suehpeeplamynvemskfety.
Notificution of these assurances is being given to the gevermments of neutral eauntxa.as
¥ho are being requented to permit the entyy of Jews who reach their fromtlers fm Ii\ngaxy.
The Governmentsof the Unibed Kingdom and the United States wiphasize thab, in acoepting the '
+~ offer which has been mrde, they do nob in any way cmdena the action of the Hungardan
Government in- foreing the em.gmﬂ.an o Jm as an. aitemza‘b:lw to purscautim and death,?

Notidng came of it becsuse the GCermens refused 0 allow these people to go, .

Virginta U, Mannens







-~ March 2, i9h5,

Hy dear Mr. Seoretary'

) .I am forwarding to you herewith the
proposed minutes of the sixth meeting of the War
Refugee Baara,

“The apnroval of these minutes will be
on the agenda for the sevenbh meating of the Board.
Very truly youre,

(s:[gned) Willlam O’Dwyer A

William O'Dwyer
Exeontive Director

The Honorable .

The Beeretary o

Enclosure.

EBTowler:rh 3/2/U5




March 2, 1945

Hy dear-Mr. Seoretary:
I am forwerding %o you Herdwith -
the proposed minutes of ﬁhe? 'sixthr meeting -
of the War Refugee Board. ' :
The appyovel of these minutes will N
be on the sgenda for the seventh meeting of «
the Boaxd. l

Very twmily yours,

(S1gned) Willlam 0'Dwyer -

William O'Duyer:
Executive Direntor

- The Honoralle,

_The Sscretary of State.

Enclosure.

EBTowLer:th




HINUTES OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE
WAR REFUGEE BOARD -

' ‘Held in the Office of t&eﬁSeéretary'effwarjiﬁiIS'P}g;{'*
February 28, 194b. ' T e

Present: Secretzry of the Treasury Morgenthau (scted as =
Chairman) . e
Seoretary of War Stimson ] : B
Acting Secretary of 8ftate Grew ) :
Asgistant Secretery of the Treasury Gaston
Assistant Seoretary of War MeOloy ) Rt
. Willism O'Dwyer, Executlive Director, War Refugee. .-
Board : . SR
Johin Pehle, Assistant to the Seeretary of the
Treasury - T
George Warren, Speclal Advisor on Refugees to
the Secretary of State )
Florence Hodel, Assistant Executive Director, War
Refugee Board o .

At the request of the Aeting Chairman, the Executlve Director -
explained that this speclsal meeting had veen called in order thet -
 the members of the Board might consider, in the light of all avail- - '
able facts, an application of the Vasad Hahatzale Emergency Commitiee. - -
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and -Oanada 0 .o
remit $937,000 to its representative in Switzerland, Issac-Bternbuch. .~ -

Phe facte of the case were stated ag follows: on February 7, -
there arrived in Switzerland 1210 Jews from the German concentre» -
tion camp at Theresienstedt. The Bwlss press ecarried notloes.
that these refugees had been released as the result of personsl
negotiations with Himmler conducted by former Bwilss Federal
Councillor, Musy, at the request of the European exeoutive cotnoil’
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbls of the United States and-Cansdas:
The latter organization is well known to the Board end the State
Department and has carried on certain rescue and reliefl work u
iicense of this Government through 1ts representative in Switze

~ land, Isaec Hternbuch. The Musy negotiationg, however, v : .
carried on without the full knowledge or approval either of the . . . -~
Board or the State Department. The Exesutive Direstor explained
that this Government's facilltles had not been used for the trans-
mission of messeges on these negotlations between the group in
the United States and lts Suwles representatives. it is possible
that these negotlatlons were carried on through Polish -channels.

He stated Me had acked the Amerlcan group to furnish the Board
with coples of all of these messages but %o date this request had




eated the

not been met.: He also stated,tﬁéﬁ}he:hadir seted. the - gr
' those of thi

cease using communiéation'channelgicher'ghggf
Government. S S

A Ranell'MeOlellana,,the-Boardlstrepresentatxvgﬂln;Bgrn,'has
reported that Musy's reputation 1s that of & Neziphile on antl=
communist grounds and that he is interested in obtaining a com~"
oromise peace for Germany. Musy is also concerned over the = -~
rehabilitation of his personal political reputation in Buwltzers
land. He olaims to have arranged for the releade of the 1210 -
Jews wlth Himmler personally, supported by General Ychellenberg, . -
oné of the top triumvirate under Himmler. Musy has stated that . -
the group of 1210 is the first of a series of 1ike convoys Vo B
follovw at intervals of one week. E o

Further arrivals, however, were sald to be sonditioned on the -~ .
deposit of 5,000,000 Swiss francs to an sccount in Musy's name ab
the 9wiss National Bank, the funds %o Dbs supplied by -8ternbueh, - - -
the Swiss representative of the Unlon of Orthodox Rabbis. The ~~ ~ "
 pesson for this payment is not at all alear. . Musy hes stated that

the money would remain in Switzerlend. The Board's representative,

MeClelland, has reporfted, however, that Musy's aogeptance of -~ - .
- moeny for himself would not be consigtent with his desire to pley- .- '

" the role of heéroic rescuer and.great;humanltartén,*fStérnbuchf1f;'

olsime that the funds must be aent to him -in order thef the fur- o
~ ther release of Jews in Germeny will not be forestalled. . B

The Exeoutive Director explained that, while the informationh . -
available does not clearly indlcatbe the reason the funds are de= -
sired in Switzerlsnd, 1t 1s cpnceivable'that-legltimaterexgenii?{ '
tures, such as transportation charges, maintenance and darg of - . -
refugees, etc., might be involved in connsction with the release - . -
of detsifiees Trom German Ferrhtery, In view of the foot that o
there i3 no eleay information concernlng iune desired use of
funde and eince the fallure to send the money to Switgerliand
might operate to interfere with the further relesue 0f Jews 20
German-controlled territory, the Executive Director redommended - -
that the Board approve the lssuance of a Treasury Department Li=
cense permitting the remittance to Dbe mede to & jJoint aseount .-
4in-a Swiss bank in the names of Isasc Sternbuch and Roswell
MeClelland, provided that no expenditure or commitment for ex-
penditure be made without the prior authorization of the War
. Refugee Board. ‘It was also vecommended thet the Board be pre-
_pared to give consideration %o requests for 1ts approval of eny
~ payment for legltimate expenses involved in the release of de-~

talnees in the present case, provided, €€ course, detalled




information were presented to the Board concerning the
for which such expendltiurese were desired to be made.-
 ‘Seoretary Stimson, stating that he wae. sure no one present
wanted to benefit the enemy, ralsed the question &s to whether -
or not thils money might be desired for & ransom psydent.  He . =
also inquired whether the Treasury Department under any ciroum= »
stances would issue a license for thezpayment,of'ranspm.'—Thb, S
Seeretary of the Treasury stated that the Treasury would not SRR
issue any license permitting a ransom payment. ST

: Mp. Grew then ralsed the question ag. to whether or not the . N
gsending of the money from this country even under the restric=- -
tions suggested, might 1ln any way be misleading to the negotlators - -
in Switzerland or to the Germans. The Executive Director ex- - ... . .
plained that, since we have no%t been informed that the money s . -
desired for ransom and simce 1% is intended that condihiena. be =~
§E§ﬁ9,h§d,,,bx.,,jhemﬂowi»ahsoi wiely Torbidding Afs use for that pur-

~pose, the negotiators in dwitzerland would be the MiSLEaAETs il
they hed ransom in mind. In any event, he esdded thet 1t 1s still -
desirable to permit the remittence beocause of the posslbillty
that the mere presence of the monsy in Switzerland might faclli~ ,

.. tate further negotiations asnd might be_neededffbr;legltimate~eX? L
penses. ’ E . Sl s PR -

It was then pointed out that our best informatlon. indlcates

thet the Germens do not appear 1o be primarily interested in

ransom now} that, in fact, a payment of $1,000,000 would not

appear to be of sufficlent interest %Yo one in Himmler's positlon.

®ne real motive behind the release of these refugsee appeared from
recent cables read by Actlng Beoretary Grew to be a desire on the. -
part of the Germans: %o gain favor in the. eyes of the Allleg. . EERE

After thorough considgy on of all the faots in the éase
Acting Seeretary of State Grew moved that the Board approve. . th R
1ssuance by the Treasury Depariment of g license permitting the.. .-

. desired remittance to a joint account in the names of lsagc - .
Sternbuch and Roswell MoClelland, provided that no expenditures
or commitment for expenditure be made without the prior speelfic
actlon of the War Refugee Board and provided that under no ey~
cumstances could any part of the money in question be used for
the payment of rgnsom. Secretary Stimson agreed and Secrectory )
‘Morgenthau, as chairmen, stated hié conourrence. oo iy
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Held in the Offise of
February 28, 1948.

the Seeiénéry Qf,ﬁ§rQ

Pregentt Beorstery of the Preasury Morgenthau (aoved as.-
: Chalrman) S S T

seoretary of War Ptimaon T

Acting Secretery of 3tate Grew B

Assistant Seerstary of the Treasury Gaston -

Asgistant Seoretary of War MoCloy C T cx

willism O'Dwyer, Executive Direetor, War Refugee ... = .

. */liv“/ Refugee Board ,
; v ‘MC " , - .
/J/dﬁ1!4J” ,{Ehe Exeoutive Direotor explained that this speclal meeting.
“ 1¥ ned been eslled in order that the members of the Board might
- consider, in the light of all available fasets, an application
of the Vaad Hahetzala Emergenoy Commltiee of the Union of Ortho- .
dox Rabbis of the United States and Caneda o remit §937,000 to . .
" 1ts representative in Switzerlsnd, Isase Sternbuch, -~ -

: Board L o o BRI T AT
~ Jonh Pehle, Agslstant ve the Seorstery of She .~
© Tressury ST T e e
George Warren, Speolsl Adviasor on Refugess $0 .
2 - the Heeretary of 3tate L L
f° jloranee Hodel, Assistani Exeoutive Director, War -

The faote of the case were stated as follows: on February 7, ° .
there arrived in Switzerliand 1210 Jewe from the Gorman @oONQeNLr&~
tion ocamp at Theresisnstadt. The Swiss prees oarrled notioes -
thet thess refugees hed bsen released as the result of personal.
negotiations with Himmler conducted by formepr Swies Federsl . =
Gouncillor, Muay, at the request of the European executive couneil
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada. =~ -
The latter organization ls well known to the Board and the State -
Depsrtment Bnd haé carried on certain rescue and rellef wo nde
1icense of this Government through its reprogentative -in Swiltaer
land, Isspe Sternbuch. The Husy negotiatlons, however, were L
,earried on without the full knowledge or epproval either of the - - -
Board or the State Department. The Executlve Dirsotor explained =
that this Government's facilitles had not been wged for tho trans-
mifsion of meesages on these negotlations betwaen ‘the group-An -~ .
the Unlted States and ite Swiss representatives. It 1e possible o
that these negotiations were oarried on through Pollsh ohannels. -

He stated he hed asked the American group to furnish the Board. S
with coples of all of these messagee butl %o date this request had.

/

o



‘not been met. He aleo stated Shat hs had

¢ one of the top tr umvirate,uader1H1mmlérgifhnéy;hés‘Eﬁﬁﬁsﬁfth&
3ff0119w'at_1nner?§19 of one week, .~

‘money would remain in Switzerland. 7The Board's representative, °

equeste

3 rogueated
cease uaing;Qémmnnzeaﬁionfahannela{gﬁhé?;ﬁh&@ thoze

Roswell s@alellgna;'thé‘aééhd‘s'rapte§aﬁﬁativ'
-reporied that Musy's reputation 1s that of:-a Nazip

communlet grounds and that he is interested in'o ing a'oom
promise psace for Germany. Musy is alad concerned over the-

rehabilitation of his,péraonal/pelitieal'reputation‘1n1$w;tgar
land. He olalme to have arranged for the releade 'of the 1210

Jews with Himmler'pereanélly,‘auppertsﬂ'byrégﬁefél;ﬂaﬁellénﬁé¥8.

the group of 1210 ig_ the firat of & serdes of like gonvoys to

~—?he~ea%y~sLningﬁgigggggg”ﬁqmths~neg&ttatiﬁﬁﬁmw&a:sheidepasit,,
of 6,000,000 8wise franes to an asccount in Husy's name at the
Bwiss National Bank, the funds to be supplied by Sternbuch, the -
Bvles repregentative of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, The resson
for this payment is not et all olear, Husy has stated that the

MoClelland, has reported, hovever, that Muey's acoeptance of -
money for himself would Hot bs conslietent with hie desire to play.
the role of herolic rescuer and grest humaniterien. Sternbuch BRI ES
claims that the funds must be sent To him in order that the fur- -
ther-release of Jews in Germany will not be tforestalled, S

The Executive Direetor explained that, while the information
avallable does not olearly indicate the reason the funds are da=- .
sired in Switzerland, it is conceivable that legltinate expendd~.

tures, sush as transportatlion charges, maintenandce and oare of -~ ﬁjr' .

refugees, eto., might be involved in eonneetlon with the releas

of detalnses from Germen territory. 1In view of th31£actvtha§{_{a.? LU Es

there 1s no clear information concerning the desired use of th
funds and einoe the fallure to send the money to Switzerland ,
might operate to interfere with the further release of Jews from =
Gorman~-controlled territory the Exedutive Direotor reoommended
that the Board approve the,lasuanoe of & Treasury Department 1li-
oense permitting the remittance to be made to a Joint acoount:

in a Swiss bank in the names of Isaso Bternbuch and Roswell
MoClelland, provided that fio expenditure oy comnitment for ex- .
penditure be made wlthout the prior authorisation of the War
Refugee Board. It was also resommended that the Board be pre-

pared to glve oonsideration o requeste for its approval of any
payment:for legltimate expenses involved in the release of de~
tainees in the present case, provided, 6£ course, detailed
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k" \
oy geeretary meon, atating that he wAs sure no one pr
R gilwanted to benefit the enemy, raised the question as to whether
or not this money might be desired for a ransom payment. He -
\*\ also inquired whether the Treasury Department under any oircum-
\Etanoes would issue & lloensze for the payment of ransom. The
\\,Seeretary of the Treasury stateéd that the Treaaury would net
\{issue any license permitting a2 ransom paymens.: R

_ ‘\* ¥r. Grew then raised the questlon as to Bhsther or net the fjri,t“
& ‘\.\gending of the money from this couniry, even under the restrio- .
“tlone suggesied, mlght in any way be mialeadiug 1o the . negotiators
“in Swiltzerland or to the Germans. The Executive Director ex-
Q;ﬁplaiaed that;-singe we have not been informed that the money is- AR
;desired Tor ransom, the negotliators in SwL%a&¥%3544w9u1é¢9e~thegfMAAV‘f=;;;JW;
g misleaders if they fiad ransom in mind. In any event, he added - o
b thet it 1s atill desirable to permit the remittance bsoause of -
\§§he posaiblility that the mere presence of the money in dwitser—
Aand might facilitate further negotiationa and might be naedeé
* for légltimate expenses. )

"
&
i
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/ It was then pointed out that our best information :
™ that the Germans do not sppear %o be primarily inters
/ ‘ransom now; that, in fact, a payment of §1,000,000 wéuld no
'aspaar to be of suffioiant 1nterest to nalncne immler, whe;a

; 108—£0-.08. . 1070l Yed AR --the-pros: se. The. real motive é(
oehind the releaae of these refugeas appearﬁ’from ‘reasnt. eaﬁISE‘ffg
to be a desire on the part of the Germans to gain favor in the ™ N
eyea of the Allles. . ) ]

After thorough oonsideration of all the faots 1n the oase,l
Acting Seoretary of State Grew moved that the Board approve the
_issusnce by the Tvreasury Department of a liocense permitting the /-
desired remittance to a Joint account in the names of lsaae -
Bternbuch and Reoswell MoUlelland, provided that no expenditure
or commitment for expendlture be meds without the priep epeeifib. - .
; aetion of the War Refugee Board and provided that under no eip~
| " oumstances could any part of the money in question be used fob
the payment of ransom. Secgreisry Stlason agreed and Ssare,“, -
' Horgenthau, as ehairmae}/gonoareeém e

T e -
,f/fé:g/ s & ( .y/ém gcc;w(
'y 2 antl /w/w/\j ﬁ 2 w7




L AR RBFUGEER:

ARy 28, 1945

oi last meetinz will-ve sent to Board
: and will e summitted for approval at
next maeting.

(2) tewuest ror approval of issuence of a license
to tie Voed sanatuzsela smerzency Committee of
tne tnion of Orthodox Rabbis. o

DECLAssﬁnED;;QZ'

. Letter, 1-11<

Btate Dept: Letter 1 n 1972
By R. H. Parks Date




= {% wes polnted out. thgt the Iuiafnaﬁienal Red Cross is the only

CRIBGT-H OF THL
T AR

Held in the Office of the &
Peorusry 20, 1946,
Presens: fseretsry of the Tressury. ﬁﬁrg atﬁ&u {4
: Cha Leaen) .
Ssorstery of ¥ar Stlason °© -
Aesing Bseretary of Btats Grew
Aselatent Ssorstary of War ﬁauxoy
Asslatant 3euvﬂtsvy of Ygate Dupn -
“1llinm O'Uwyer, Exeguilve 91?&5%6&, %ﬁr‘ﬁsf
Board .
George ¥arren, Speolsl Adviser on @hruge a-
) aaerrﬁﬁ?y of Zteig
Florsnge Hodel, Asalstant Exeeative Direetaﬁ, Bav
Rﬁfugae ﬁearﬂ :

"The Board took the following sctiont

The- Hdinutes of the Fourth “9¢Sing of the Eacad hﬂlﬁ on
April 20, 194., wore sporoved.

- "~ Thne Exeoutive’ Director outlined to the Borrd ths new’ situ& )
. " tien which hes developad inaide Qarmany sa 1t sppeass frowm PhHe @~ < -
.- best inforsatlon svallable. He pointsd ouwt that, while the Gews -~
- %ens heve adbandoned the wholerale extermination of dolsiness. &e™ -
a gensrel polisy, larvge numbers of phiysisally unfis éétainaas .
‘free dmzinent desth. from starveilon, sxposure or dalibsrate:
‘neglict. To be 3zved, those people must reealve food and medls ,
ainee and be pemoved, if poszible, to Switzerlend without dslay,

. ohannel through whish any relisf snd recous work fer thess de-
~taineed could e mecemnlished snd thatl- operations oould besk e
;ecaduet@é fram 3wizznr1and at thia ﬁk&@@ of the w$r.

o The - Hosrd wee readaaﬁpﬁ %ﬁ autharize the &xeénﬁiva Eireetsr
to credsed to BSwitzepland snhd bo obisin the neaggasary ovoperation
of the Inteynstional Hed Gros» and the Swiss Government for. suoh-
s orogram. It wes polntsd out thet the nocessary food, wmedisines
end other ratisf supplies-and. trafnsportation sgulpment could be
~mede aveiliable elilier by the Swiss Gavernmest egeinat B oromide
of repsyment or replacement sfisr thz war or; AL 'this s lmpossi~
ble, by this Government from exiaving stoe a} - Whe rxﬂanuing of |
such a vrogran would be frow private funds vrovided by privete
erganizationg .pepkld 1y the Jﬂﬁ. R ot e




The - Eaard sgreed ﬁhat the aetisn grapaseﬁ ay the Exest
Direstor be teken snd that the Bxeoutlve Dirsetor should m
to Switzerland to undertake the neceessey negobtlations, 1%
agreed that the rsguleite supvlies end transcortstion: eguioment
ve made svalleble to the Internstionsl Red ress by tketﬁwiﬁs’
Jovernment 2zsinaet repayment or- ‘revlenlehment afier tho weP. ':,
Careful considerstlon wss given o the problem of prividiag such
gupplies snd equivmsnt frem existing stooks of thig @aV&rnmeat, i
put 1t wes decided that no commitsont on thig aainﬁ eculﬁ h@
maae by e Bearﬁ a8t %his alae. :

Tna ﬁgnrﬂ 61#6 apnreveﬂ tna ia@ea&&ﬁe aeﬁuisitiaa ;n intger-ru
1snd of an sdequete number of trucks for the delivery of the Wap
Refugee Board food parecels now in the hands of the International
Red Crose, distributlon of which has been delayed several monithe
bsesuse af leok of trensportstion facllitiess., Seoretery 3%imson
asked Hr. MeCloy to arrange for Mr. Patterson's clearance on -
thils matter.




VJInfcrmaﬁibn,BéaringAop_thqﬁﬁiréctqr'a,Membrandhmi

The clearest'picturé is given in 455 fromnBefny;of January

. In view rapid detcrloratlon 1nternal reil: transport in Germa y'
I am becoming ineredsingly concerned about ‘awindling p0551b lltie,
of »ettlng our wKB parcels to_ _men and women’ ‘n'German'c neentration
cainps

Germans are progressively more digineclined to make KR-freight

- ' cars avziiable to IChC for all percel services into Germany even that
ior POWS. Amecross representative Geneva itells me our Army officials
pian induce Gerimsns uncer Geneve Convention supply transport. for POW
pereeis; but we can hope for no such leveruge in case of shipments.to
uneseimilatea persons for whom Nazis only tolerate parcel dlstrlbutlonc :
I snou;( therefore 1like to submit to Board's. serious consideration pro—:”
position thet four or iive five to seven ton trucks be made &vailable to
me wiich could in turn be lent to ICkC Division of bpeclol Kellef for
‘celivery WRB percels to accessible camps. :

hecently for instence ICniC delegate Worklng out. of thelr—neaaquarters
abt Uifing near HMunich obtuined aamission to hitherto unvisited end une-
xnovn camp of LandsBerg-sm-lech in Ezstern Bavaria. This camp housed -
some fifteen thousand internees eighty percent Jewish deportees. Com=
sencer wWes unusually accommodating and if ICRC men had had any means.of
transporfetion or supply of parcels available at Uffing- there would have - -
been no difficulty about celivering them personslly directly to-this. camp. 2

The same gplies to Vachsu which is just butside Munich;

SS group there in charge of these cemps is heaaed’hy én Aﬁéirlarr
azl named Ibner an iﬁuludes a German 58 named &rumay who 13 speclfl

’respon81tle for PhySLCal dellvexy of two groups from Bersen Belsen 1o
owitzeriand. These two are displaying all signs of Wllllngness to col=
- - - leberate—eertainly -ini-any - ¥ Vg work.
. Tris situstion wes first mentioned in Legation 7575 November 163 1944,,'
ano vwes discussed at length about two-weelks ago with Dr. Tudicum, ICRC
‘celegate in Vienna. If trucks were available this area great deal of good
work could be accompllshed.

I cite these two exemples of Landsberg and Vienna to show that as
Germany internally becomes more disorganized transportation breaks domn
bun also. camp commlndels and 1solated 55 uroups become 1ncred51ngLy




Availability”oi
percels to cemps has
superior conurol UOoS‘DllltleS as no safe recgggfgn bxmlnignggg

At

weeks &nd even months on siaings -completely unknown to ICRC &s recently S
occulrea in Wernemuience affair. Sa T : -

Tt may _e_}o 51ble rent buy or otherwise sccuire trucks. here in.
Ewitzerland although Swiss ATmy 18 VEry stricht about any . transporﬁ” . .
equipment leaving counLry.' In event trucks could be acquired prov131on{;,
woulc acubtless nave to ve made supply fuel end perhaps tlres‘from Ceew
ocutside. PR

- I sﬁouid mOsT welcowme exXpression Board's opinibn thals proposition
&5 L woula conservatively estimate time still available to us for this
inyelusble work &t nobt more than four to five months. '

“The picture is supplemented by 416 from Bern, of Januafy 20, 1945 as -

follows: : ' ' . i Cer j ii P

Based on & grest. deal of fra gmentary, information callectea durlng
past severel months regeroing course of Nazi gollcy toward Jewish
ceportees in camps end more psrticularly on very recent statements of
iwo inteiligent Jewish wouwen who reached gwitzerland durlng late -
Leceaber uaving spent three months in ausschwitz (Oswiecim) August
thldugﬂ Octooer 1944 wne e Ehey were aeporteu from Drincy late July 1944

> Na

e¢ae;¢y eopLe and cnllqren.

Women from Ausschwitz reported that sizeable convoys (from three . ~— - :% =13
to six thoussna souls each) of Jewish women - they were unsble to” observe . : )
movements.in wen's camps — weré transferred from Warsaw, Radom, Lodz and
Kielce to pusschwitz and thence on to Germany proper as labor during early
fall of 1944 in apparent effort on pert of Germans to Temove them irom chancerr'

. of capture in case of iussiuan wdvance.

These,vomen tnemselves were transferred along w1th some 200 other
Hungerian and 300 French and Dutch Jewish women from Kusschwitz on L
to & work camp =t weigskirchen near Kretszay, Sud;hland This cump was part of




“cump of brossrosen neal Breslau.

Trcnsler of elmllar roup of 3500 Hungav
women from Ausechw1tz to Berbenbelsen (reported: Legatlon's 2&3,
ik)y during leve September 1944 consitutes-further fregmentarv ev1de
ol tupls moves: :ent of . Je“1sh ueoortees 1nto Germany as labor..

Tris information is coniirmed by 74L from chn, oF Eebru"i

neporteu ot upwerds of 25,000 men snd women. (Jemlsh) deportees L
arrived.in BB ecrly in Jaruvary from Auschmlta and adjoining upper.
Silesien camps. T ney were fhoused" under most. p_'f'lmltl,ﬁ._condltlilns A .
AhﬁnLﬁglnABBAQQQ,\lll Tt Ers “B““transferreu Qgp&ress;gely to other,
sorte ol bermany ag labor. . L

The Same Cable conflrms, with refezence to Belsenbergen, earller 1nfor—I
metion regaraing the insufficient supplies reachlng oeople in campss:.

Exchan gCes irom BBAﬁegeﬁ;n state of ‘acute unaernourlshment,

—Guring bhelr S‘tc:,y here. I have every Treason 50

ebdon is” fa¥ from -confined to BB but common £5 all:

cemps ‘and deportee work comoenies. Fact thet

ucsnds of internees in similar or werse chysical condi-

tion are liable to be found as_Germany is occupied by Allied. forces.
should be drawd to” attentlon of competent mllltaxy authorlties anu S Tan

UnhBA anew.

BB exchan&es further reported although parcele reachlng cemp ,iﬂ
were properly -delivered to them number wes pitifully inadequate to” 1
need. Aqggzé&gg-fgiall available information this due t0 deterioratlon N

EE,lénﬂ_Lransp‘rt in Germayny Tather LHAN O & w1thholg§8§;2£“packages,ﬁ3f

which are gener;ll§~31§%rlbutedﬂxf they Hctually re

The pos 31b111ty of further release of Jews by Germany to S ,:;"

1nulcuted 1n 881 from Bern, of ebruary 8 statlng, w1th ref nee - to the
recent, &leral ‘of 1200 refugees, that
"tnls was’ to be the flrst of a serles of like convoys.“

507.from stockholm, f Pebruary 9, 1945, states that- Swedlsh Foreign

Office -

"con31dere news of these releases through private efforts of 31gnif'can‘
and 1nd1cates p0551blljty for release of: oﬁhers."~? o - B




. ﬂalntenance ‘and - evacuahlon oi such refugees.

was reqenbly defined in two cables}

You are authorized to- emphasize to Swiss. offlClals thr
Previous .essursnces given by this Government concerning ‘the
szintenance ang evacustion of refugees from eénemy persecution
Who wolla be admitbed to Switzerland were net festricted to any . .
perticuler nunber of cercons and that this Government would deeoLy'r'J
apprecictke continued Swiss COOLUT‘tLOn in this himanitarien
endeavor by aumitting all such rerugees who may be able to reach
Svitzerland, without regard to numbers.

o
=

(240 to Bern, of January 16,'1945)

Vilth respect to this Government's assurances 4o Swiss. olease note
£ in Lepartment's 240 of Ja anuary 16, 1945, the assurances given
asrein are not limited to refugees coming from any specific enemy -or
o ) A enemy controlled territory.

, ) - 7 » (()86 to Bern, of j‘_abmry_‘[;f 1945)

Severul recent cub ez from gwitzerland indicate:that Switzerl&nd is’

the

neinly interested in our 1leeﬂent1n_ the uncertoklng regardlng evacuatlon-

November 1 conversations with Chlef of Federal Police and w1th
. representative for relief and refugee affairs of the Politicsl
Cepzrtment reveal that the Swiss are concernsd seriously - regardlng
ne pracvicsl diificulties wiich are involved in receiving and °
bousing & group of this size, even vemporurily; al such short notlce.
Switvzerland nas received more timn 25,000 new refugees during -the’.
wob cix weeks, they gsointed out, (chleily women and children from’
/eldossola in ltaly and from the combat zones in France) while, on%"
tue Otier hand, only 8,000 people have departedi-. 2000 French ClVlllaHS
and 6000 milit:ry escapees. It would be difficult to: solve the problem L
of fuel, blankets, and housing sulficient to,grooerly—%&ke*c&ré*'f*S;OOO T
- S - - people~in winter; in addition, meny of the refugees may be clothed in~ - S N S
: AqeuuauelJ Accordingly, the swiss are anxious thst- steps be taken as i ST

- soon as _ossible for the evacusation of such Hungerian refugees. The o TR
JI:CblCdbll]CV of furn¢sn1n5 Swiss trains fovp the transporation at once . ;
o “axbelllcq or .o some otuer French.eessport of all those who are T 5 S -t

eli.ible for emigrution to Palestine i®’ being looked into by the Swiss.
inerefore, it would be wise if tue Bourd at once could study the problem
ol obtaining one or more ships for Palestine; in addition, the Swiss
would appreciate any efforts which could be made toward evacudation to.




‘Horth
iﬁﬂ:Mrm&w‘mOQMthd nwdim;nushm&

~

lengthy communicition:from t

sitbed to ue by 8380 irom Sern of Decenber 28 cesls with the possible

Lcustisn i & roup of 167 refugees released {rom Belsenbergen and - -

CoRCIUGESS

nould bhe extremely ;retefun if you wound use your 1nfluence to
sre en e:rly vepsrbure of these refugees. It is serticularly -
her tney cun lesve within the next -few weeks.
viii lewve them togetacr. I on the other
mist e wosbtponea for a certain time anothprf
founé. in eny event I should apprecigie your
s soon =g pogeible wiebher their departure can take
ure. :

"

cCls;Lén& St&tes:

In 8379 frow bDern, of December 23,

ser.tive thaslt serious donu~oe1ablon be given at once
wo the srecticul uzsk of evao ng tneke-refugees from Swiss
EF‘”lbO“} ¢n view of this COmjunlC:tlUn and with reference to
our of our 7269. According gly I shoula aDpr601ate data
of tihe Boara in respect to this matter and ndtuI Lly
é in eny wsy possible on this side. .

the Palestine angle of evhcustlan of this" group -
it mizbt he wise to have Board's representative yannin London’ consult
with british orficiuls to delermine whether the group can actua;ly be
camitbed to Pelestine.

In 281 from Bern, of Februaly &, 1945, #dcCleliand agaln ceblest

“fould Te srateiul Ior you* edvice concerning eVacuatlun of “this convey
of 1710 individusls, and iater rroups wiich mey arrive, to Allied
territory. . . . - . . : S

. Le yet mbussy hus nesrd nothing from SHAEF in Faris relating to
evecustion of 1672 Hungarian Jews. .
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My deariMr.;Sécretaiy: 7 e .
' I am forwarding td you;het§Q;£h7ji: 1 B
the proposed minutesrof the fbuith ﬁééﬁiﬁg;;:}   :':"'ﬁ "
of the War Refugee Board, o

The aporoval of these minutes will
be on the agenda for thergifth meeting of 1
the Board. o

T "~ Very truly yours,
(Signed) J.W, Pohle
J . “I. Pehl e . i
Executive Director

The Honorsble

- : v
The Secretary of War. -

Enclosure

-JWP:imgt U/21/u4.
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_WAR REFUSEL

Held in the ©
Tharadey, A7

Prasent:

?kaﬁa ﬁui! tr:*'é s O
rHENFY: fu"x bhay S
savy of War

aperioan ntetiy o'an"'
mu? Inber=-uov &Y imend thaee o

AT Rerberd -awreon, wireotor ol the zﬂ*gr-f'
\JV(rﬂMaﬁJdA Lomwitbese

Spuert Tell, Qﬁfidl 3b‘i
of furnmesn =1rs,

ebont 1o the u&r&e+wr‘f
o Tapsrhzent

Jaohn S rehle, UxﬁsnLAvm Girector, Wal Refugos
Egard. .

The fourih *@;eu 1y of the
GXLTROTOIDRTY GALG Gdilekd oun
T TERTY

qr, Teylor ﬁ??l“in?ﬁ the o!FeHW@?'nﬂan under yhioh”
GAr Herherd Tnpezeon hwd Been invited to aonng to ths ahitﬁﬁ
“ote~ Ao confer with hhe el ‘i%)*‘lge'. vd on our matuel
grhierrer of influsnce. 47 Aarharh : n ogtnbenent lndi-
eutings thet ha had bao very 1z1&nd1y ﬂﬂd helnful di§$ﬁﬁ~
i £ haa sp¥rived at w:'

ghony vikn reide vnw,Alw ghn

satisf{sctory arfyngoeenss ceile endorsed bhis ntat

fIHT ! af Oiv rbert rngd he w‘tﬁ raparad i'(,

in wr the *F?Vﬁﬂ;ivﬂ arﬁﬂa af,ﬂﬂ@rﬁtiWﬁ of

twa Argsnira ’ T oad het bhe *::’%,ﬁ sre
hag been cabiafonio i Jund S

MY aﬁylﬂf roaloed bhe mstiar of tne.fiﬂﬁr‘
shione. de ez 'inad bant the Linitec Shatd
red o provide 42,700,500 o the Inters! ﬂ»arﬁt¢? 8

ithar of vidoh ,ulv PG x 000,000 had bean oalled for
wnd provided to dabe. ie A}ﬂo exw1¢inad that in addition
the British covernsent had resently of feret bo ocut up-one.
and one-half zilliiecn pounds {f this Goveranmeni provided an
gquivalent amount; Lhepo funds kuulé be used for aﬁerstions

”ﬁfL“:ViEI%‘%ﬂ 1tf~ﬁﬁi%§ﬁ ‘Q %:Afagﬁgﬁgf»f—;—k—ffe4;4

&




‘4in onemy and ensmy-gcoupled t

It was sgread that thig Governuen
additional swount still owing v

ment as promptly asg needed by the
same time indlcste thas, 1f needed, ¢
penivalent Lo that furnisted by the
“eoming. S B




My dear Mr. Secretary: N
I am forwarding to,you her§é1th
tﬁe proposed iinutes of the fourth meeting' iA'
of the War Refugee Board. .
The approval of these minutes will
~ be on the agenda for the fifth meeting of , 7 o
the Board.wﬁr 7 ”; - ‘ R " lqﬂ #;,',4,@,_j/kQM—~4%~%¥;>;%%
. Very truly yours, | | 7

(Signed) J.We Pohlo

J. ¥. Pehle
Executive Director

The Honorable

b
The Becrétary of State

Enclosure

JWPimgt 4/21/4Y



CHINUTRS OF THE POUNTH W
___HAR REFUGEE

“Held in the Offioe of the Beoretary of Hhate,
. Phursdey, April 20, 1@wL, o o

Presenty  Seerotary of Stste Egliréaeﬁeé'éﬁré%ﬁi}ﬁﬁﬂ??;ig};

9430

searetary of the Tressary Sorgenthsu :
smeeial Apristant to the Jecretary of Haxr
Bundy (for Hr. Stimson) R
syron Tayler, amarican depresentative on -
the Inter-coverpmental Comsidtse . .
sAr Herbers rmerson, UDireetor of the Intere -
Governmental Commitbee B ,
. dobert Pell, Speeisl assietant to the Divector
< of iurovean Affairs, Stabe Deparipent

John #, Pahle, Executive Director, War Refugee .. .
’ Doard. : ' P ' .

Faad

?he‘faurthrge@tiﬁg»@f the *ar defugee Board was an A ,
extreordinary one cnlled on the oceasion of Sir Herbert = = B

T Tmevsone visil to fhe ﬂﬁiﬁéﬁ’ﬁsaﬁ@@. '

Xr. Taylor explained the circumztances under which
cir Herbert “merson had been invited to come to the United
Staber to confer with the War Refugee Board on our mutual
gpheres of influence. 5irx Herbert nade s statenent indi-
ceting that Re had had very fri@nﬁli and helpfol disoue-
sions with i'ehle and hie staff and hed arrived ot mutually
entinfactory arrsngesents, - Mehle endorged this otutenent
and stoted that Sir Herbert znd he wers preopared to spgreae
{n writing on the respectiive arems of opershion of the .
twyo organizations, The Board was plessed that the mabters
nad been satisfactorily sdjusted. : R

¥r, Taylor raised the metter of the financing of 160
operationa. He erxplained that the United States wag com-
mitted to provide 32,500,000 $o the Inter-Governmentsl .
fomrittee of which only some £200,000 had been called for
and nrovided to date., He aleo syplained that in addition:
the British cdovernpent had recently offered to out up one

“and one-half million pounds if thin Covernment provided an
ecuivelent amount; theme funds would be uged for operstions




pame time indioate thet, 1f needed,

peuilvelent te thet furnished by the pritish gs&ld?ﬁézféfﬁh”
eoning. o : el

in enewy ﬁﬁd;éﬂéﬁYﬂéﬂﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁ,5@?!1@&!?;93‘%]?&
1t wns agrasd that thias Covernment ought o
additionsl smount ebill cwing undex ouxr 3.
pent ns nromptly as needud by the 166, end

sredit! b
spovide the
0 000 - conmibs
?E!,iﬁﬁfﬁﬁ“ﬁhé
additiongl funde
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My dear Hr. Secretary: 7 By

I an forwarding tolyou héreéithf .
the proposed minutes of the third meeting of
the War Refugee Board.

The approval of these minutes will

be on the agenda for the fourth aeet;ng'dr
the Board.

7 Very truly yours,
© (81gesd) 7., Peble -

J. W. Pshle
Executive Direetor.

The;Bonorabié

4
The Beoretary of State.

Enclosurs

. | [}M‘V’ JWPehle:lhh  3/28/44




MAR 29 1984

My dear Mr. Becretary:
I am forwsrding to you herewith

the proposed minutes of the third meeting of

the War Refugee Board.
The approval of these minutes will

be on the agenda for the fourth meeting of
the Board. '
' Very truly yours;

(81gn0d) 2., peure

J. W. Pshle
Executive Director.

The Honorable
>
The Secretary of War.

Enc¢losurs

M © JWPehle:lhh 3/28/44

O




Hyidear Mr. Secretary: 7 7
I am forwarding to you hereﬁith
- the proposed minutes of the third meeting -
of the War Refugee Board. B 7
The aporoval of these minutes :
will be on the agenda for the fourth meeting
"of the Board. |

Very truly yours,

(81gned) J.W. Pekle

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

The Honorable

The Secretary of the Treasury

JWP:mgt 3/28/4y



Held in the Office of the Secretary of State, 773,,

March 21, 1944.

Present:

Secretary of State Hull (acted ‘88 Chairman)

Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau :

Becretary of War Stimsen )

Asgistant Secretary of Wsr MeCloy : i

Acting Executive Director, War ReTugee Board
John We Pehle.

The Board took the following action?

()

(2)

The minutes of the second meeting of the Board held
on February 4, 1944, were approved.

'The Acting Executive Director summarilzed the develop—

ments since the last meetlng, including the following:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Rescue activities through Turkey, especially
the work of Ira Hirschmann, representative of

" the War Refugee Beard in Ankara.' Mr. Hirschmann =

has succeeded in evacusting children and some
adults from Bulgaria through Turkey to Palestine
gnd in obtaining Turkieh Government's permission -
for the use of Turkish boat to evacuate refugees*
from Constanza to Istanbul. . :

Rescue activities through Spaln, 1nclud1ng,theg
efforts of the War Refugee Board to remove from -
Spain the refugees now 1n Spain so that the
Spanish Government will be more helpful in

permitting refugees from France to enter Spain. .

Pehle reported that the Board had been unable
to get any real measure of cooperatlon from
Ambassador Hayes 1in Madrid and consideration

- wa.s being glven to the steps which could be taken -

to solve thils problem,

The psychological warfare program, including -
cooperatlon of OWI, the warning to the satellite
governments made through various neutral govern=-

mentsg, and the proposed statement by the President.
Secretary Hull indlcated that the British Government

hgs asked for two days in whieh to consider the .
statement. :




. Cooperation of Russia. - The State De
" " sent a strong cable to Harrison-at
request soliciting the assistance of the  So
Government 1n the work of the Board,

Financing of the War Refugee Board's operatlons
It was made clear to the Board that no projlects
are being refused because of lack of finances = = :
and adequate financial assistance is avallable .

. from private agencies. As recommended by the
Acting Executive Director, the Board took the
position that it was not necessary %o ask ‘Congress =~ -

- for an appropriation at this time, but that if, at.
a later date, prlvate finances were not adequate
an approprlation could be requested. The Board
was advised that the sum of $100,000 in private
funds was available to the Board for financing -
confidential activitlies and that the $1,000,000
obtalned from the President's funds was largely
being used for payment of the salaries and. other
administrative expenses of the Board. $200,000
of this amount is being made avallable to ‘the T
Intergovernmental Committee as this Government's =7 .
contribution to the Intergovernmental Committee's
work.,

(3) Secretary Morgenthau reported that at the. President'
request he had had a conference with Myron Taylor, -
Americon Delegate to the Intergovernmental Committes,”

- and had explalned to Mr. Taylor the accomplishments R
of the War Refugee Board in the short time 1% has been', .
in existence, Mr. Taylor has invited Sir Herbert . .. -
Emerson and Patrick Malin to come to the United States -
to confer with the War Refugee Board concerning mutual'
problems,

(4) The Executlive Order establishing the War Refugee Board -
provides that the Board shall make frequent reportis 4o
the President. Pehle indicated that a report.to the

. President was belng prepared and that it would be
circulated to the Board members for approval if the’
near future,

(5) The Board then gave careful considersation o a recommenda-
tion by Pehle that temporary havens of refuge be provided
in the United States for all oppressed peoples escaplng . .
from Hitler. Under this suggestlon these people would . :+
be placed in camps established in this country and remain
" there until the termination of the war st which time they =
would be returned to thelr homelands, Pehle urged that -




(6)

fthe'Bdafd recommend fo;fhé'Pfeéident;tha,'h

. of the proposal and 1t was agreed that the matter
be placed before the President. ‘ I

7 itefﬂ.) )

publicly that the United States was willlng %o
these people for the duratlon of the war in order i
save their lives, and pointed out: the many advantage
inherent in such action. There was a general-dlscus.

The Board discussed naming Pehle as permanent Executive
Director snd Pehle!s designation was agreed upon subject.
to the President's concurrence. (The Acting Ixecutive
Director was not present during the discussion of this




‘TO

FROM

Secretary Moréenthau

J. W. Pehle

If you agree, I propose to have the. following
minute inserted in the Minutes of -the Third Meetlng
of the War Refugee Board:

|I5.

_item.)

 EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
"W AR REFUGEE BOARD .-

© INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION- ~ = -~

The Boerd diecussed naming Pehle as
permenent Executive Director and it

vas agreed thet provided the President
concurred Pehle should be so designated.
{(The Acting Executive Director was not
present during the discussion of this



Secretary Morgentheu -

J. W. Pehle

If you agree, l propsse to hsve the following -
minute inserted in the Minutes of the Third nxeeting
of the Wer Refugee Board: o -

"6. The Boeard discussed naming Pehle as
permanent. Executive Director and it
wae agreed thet provided the Preeldent
conourred Pehle should bs so designated.
(The Acting Executlive Director was not
prese?t during the discussion of this
itaen. : :

(Signed 7. W, penyg - .

a/2§/44A_1




My dear NMr, Secretary;'
I am forwarding to you nerewith
the nr&posed minu(es of the fourth meeting
of the War Hefugee Board
The aporoval of these minutes
will be on the agenda for the fifth meeting
.of the Board. '

Very truly youis.

(Signeq) .y, o

, Peble |
J. W, Pehle '
Executive Director

Thp Honorable

A
The Becretary of the Treasury

Encloaure

s JWPimgt 4/21/uy R S




© MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF
VAR REFUGEE BOARD _

Held in the Office of the Becretary of Stsbe

'Thursdey;'gprilﬁao;'19#4;;5*;; "7”f{ﬁ'"
Present: Secretary of Gtafe Hull (acted as Ohe
- Becretary of the Treasﬁry'MargEnthau:
Special Assistant to the Secretary,of‘War'

- Bundy (for Mr. Stimson) R R
- Myron Taylor, American Representative on- - oo
the Inter-Governmental Committee —~ b e
Sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the Inter- -
Governmental Committee S Lol
Robert Pell, Special Assistant to the Director-
of European Affsirs, State Department o
_ Johg W. Pehle, Executive Director, War Refugee

The fourth meeting of the War Refugee Boardgwas*én
extraordinary one called on the occasion of Sir Herbert
Emerson's visit to the United States. : -

Mr. Taylor explained the circumstances under which - -
Sir Herbert Emerson had been invited to come to the United
States to confer with the War Refugee Board on our mutual =~
spheres of influence. Sir Herbert made a statement indi- '
cating that he had hed very friendly and helpfhl,dﬁSGus-i;' :
sions with Pehle and his staff and had arrived at mutually . )
satlsfactory arrangements. Pehle endorsed this gtatemen S
and stated that Sir Herbert and he were prepared t0 agree -
in writing on the respective areag of opergtion of the =
tvo organizations. The Board wag plessed that the mabtters
had been satisfactorily adjusted. : Ll

Mr. Taylor raised the matter of the financing of IGO0
operations. He explained that the United States was coms
mitted to provide $2,000,000 to the Inter-Governmental .
Comnittee of which only some $200,000 had been called for
and provided to date. He also expleined that in addition
the British Government had recently offered to put up one -
and one-half million pounde if this Government provided.an ' - .
equivalent amount; these funds would be uged for: operations




ih‘enéﬁiféﬁé-enemy-oceupiéd‘teiiiﬁory*@n;é;ﬂergdi'":baSiB
It was agreed that this Government ought to provide the -

additional amount still owing under our $2,000,000 commit-
ment ag promptly as needed by the IGC, and perhaps at the- .
same time indicate that, if needed, additional funds .. - .. . °
equivalent to that furnished by the British would be forth- - -




ar Raf

(1) Approvel of aminutes of cecond mae ting held on,Fééru&ryré;

(&)

()
{4)

lag4,

heport of Aeting Lxecutive Lirector on sccomplichments -
and developmente sinece last weetlsng, lucludlng the
followlng: . R

{#) Resous through Turkey.

Wit

(b) Hescue through insin.

{¢] Pasycnoleglesl warfare program lncluding ovoparsilon
of U4, proposed uimtement by the Fresident, and
He werning o ths sstellilte governmenta.

(d) Cooperetion of Russig.

{e) Cooperatlon Dy the British and relstlons with the
intergoveramental Committes. Froposed vieit of
Sir Herbert Emerson. o

(£} Licensing of remitiznces of funde %0 snemy territory

to arsial in rescus and emergency rellef operatlons.”

(g) Finanocing of ¥War Refugae Board's operstions.

{h) Start of Wer Rafuges Board.

Approvel of preparation of report to the President.

Consideration of recoummendsilon by ¥r. Penle that ﬁempbr&?y ’

havens of refuge e provided in thie eouniry for all
opproesed psoples sscuplng from Hitler =~ thase people to-
be placed in camps esuablished in thie country and to
remain there untll the termination of Lhe war at winlen
blaeg THey will-be relurned to their homelands.

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 -

By R. I Parks Date SEE ’ 2 1972




. ¢ EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
«4" W AR REFUGEE BOARD
& —
Qg}“’ : INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION o
oae Mar. 13, 104y
10 Secretary Morgenthau' - : ' '

FROM J. W. Pehle

If you agree I will ask Mr. Hull’
to call a meeting of the War Refugee Board

for the latter part of this week.




M_EM_Q____RAWM‘

I am to call Stimson the firstv thing
in the morning and advise him that we would Like,
to have a meeting of the War Refugee Board oﬁ
Frldsy or Saturday of thie week to be held, 1n
Mr. Hull's absence, either in Becretary Morgenthau's
office ‘or in Becretary Stimaon's offlce, whichever
Stimson prefers. Morgenthau would -prefer to have
the meeting at 9 or'9:30,a.m., on either Friday '

or Saturday.







My dear Mr. Secretarys

1 em forwarding t

_the proposed minutes of the se

of the War Refugee Board.

o The spprovel of thess minutes. L
will be on the agenda for: the third meeting

of the Board. : o , R

0 you hex*éwlﬁt}'i" e T
gond meetihg

Very truly yours, -

{Bigned) 3. W. Pahle

J. W. Pehls SRR
Aoting Executive Dirsctor

The Honorable Henry Yopgenthau, Jres . °
.Seoretary of the Treasulys | o

Enoloaure.




: Present:

"~ The Board
(1)

(2)

;;THeld in the OffLce of the 's"er"' ar
L Friday, February 4, 1944. S

Secretery of the Treasury Morgentheau '
. Assistant Seoretary of ‘the Treasury. Gaste
~ Assistant Secretary of War MeCloy -
John W. Pehle (after designation 88 Acting,

"Secretary of State Hull (acted a8 Chairm

Executive Direchor);f»

took the follow1ng actlon: ff

John V. Pehle was apﬁ01nted Actlng Executive
Director, o

The Board approved the ropoqal th&u the Acting
Executive Director- shou{d send letters to all
interested private spencies asking for their
conerete su*gegilons on action to be taken by o -
the Board to carry out the President's poliey
as enunciated in the Exocutive Order creatlng

"~ the Beard. ,

(3)

(4)

(5)

.gestion that private contributions not be
Tor administrative expenses, bul: Bhould be 1
for eppropriate projects, SRR

. for the Intergovernmental Commlttee on. Refugeasﬁ

The Board approved the gollcv of refraining from
dealiny with cases invo ving the. rescue of
SPECLflc individuals. AR

The Board was advised that the ”re81dent had
alloocated $1,000,000 to the Bomrd out of hig :
Emergency Fund, and that the Treasury Department
hes received for the purposes of the War R
Board 3100,000 from HEAS and $10. from-an
individual refugee. The Board approved the ug

The Board instructed the Acting Executive Direotor o
to request the Bureau of the Budget to hold im -~
abeyence action on a submission by the State = -
Department of an estimate in the sum of $5,000, 000




* Following action on th

" Director reported to t
. The Acting Executive Dirsctor
' ~proceed'promptlyatniestabliéh

{/ashington, hendling as 1little.of

sible, and with the prompt designatio . re]
to serve abroad. He also indicated that he
- promptly with private groups the raiging o
for the purposes of the War Refugee Board., . .




My dear Mr. MoCloy:

I em forwarding to you hevewith

the proposed minutes of the second meeting .

“of the War Refugee Board.

The approval of these minutes

will be on the agenda for the third moeting

of the Board.
| ' Very truly yours, '
f81eman) 3, W, Penle

J. W. Pehle

Aoting Executive Direstor

Honorable John McGl_oy N

Assistant Beoretary of Wap,

Enclosure,

EBTowlerzhd 2/16/44
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~ Presentt

 The Board
| (1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

. Held in the Offlce of th
. Friday, Februsry 4, 1944

~ Secretary of the Traasur:
- Assistant Secretary of i

croter

o=

Secfeﬁéfy'anStatgfﬁui"

'Assistant-seeretary{of War HoC
John W, Pehle (after designati
: +~ " Executive Directo

took the fol}OWing Actiéﬁ2'7 f" SRR

John W. Pehle
Director,

‘The Board approved the
Executive Director sho
interested private agen

r

Wasrappointed'Actiﬁg'ExeéﬁfiVQE*5'A,V?x

proposﬁl that3ﬁhéfAétihgii'7155”"‘
uld send letters to all ~ -
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concrete suggestions on actlon to be taken by

the Board to carr
as enuncisted in
the Board.
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The Board approved the
dealin% with cases inve
specific individuals.

The Board was advised %
allocated $1,000,000 to
Emergency Fund,
has received for the purposes of
Boerd $100,000 from HIAS and $10
individual refugee.
%estion that private
or administrative exp

enses, but
for apprepriate projec

ts.

The Board instructed t
to request the Bureau of the
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The Board approved the sugs
contributions not be: used.
should bo used

out the President's poliey
he Executive Opder eneating% o
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hat.the:President.ﬁﬁd -
the Board out of his. .~ = -
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n by the State. - :
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Following action on the above i
-Director reported to the Board

The Acting Executive Director a
- proceed promptly to establish:a
Washington, -handling as little. 7 yperati 5.
~sible, and with the prompt designation of revresentativ
serve abroad, He ealso indicated that he would disous

with private groups the ra
of the War refugee Board.

on acoompli
lso indic

of actuel oper

uss
ising ofjprivgtezfnndslfbf the p




Hy dear ir. Secretary:

I am forwarding to you herewith
the propdsed minutes of the second meetlng
of the War Refuges Boar&.

The approval of these mlnutes e
will be on the awen&a for the third meetlng :
of the Board. ,

Very truly yours}'i

{Signed). 7. W. Pehle

~ J. W, Pehle rlf: ,2é; 
Acting Exeoutive Director -

ES

The Honorable Cordell Hull,

ueorctary of State.

Enclosurs.

'EBTowler:hd 2/15/44 =



Present:

‘The Board
(1)

(8)

(3)

(4)

7 %estion that private contributions not be used

for appropriate projeocts.

(6)

:,-;; ﬁinutas of the_Second

' Hold tn.the Office of the Sacretary of 8
- Friday, February 4. 1944-,35,"

"allocated $1,000,000 to the Board out of hig

: for the Intergovernmental Commithae on Refugeas.}

 Viar Refugae oa S

Secretary of State Hul

" Seoretary of the Treasu g Yorgo

Agsistant Seeretary of the Treas ry t

Assistant Secretary of War MeCloy . -

John W, Pehle {after designation 28 Aa_,ng
: Executive- Director) '

took the folIowing actionx 2

John W. Pehle was apnointed Actiny Exeeutiva
Director.

The Board agproved the. groposal that the Aeting
Executive Direetor should send letters to- all
interested private agenoles asking for thelp
concerete suggestions on action to be taken by
the Board to carry out the President's policy
ss enunciated in the Ixecutive Order creating
the Board. -

The Board approved the Eolioy of refraining from R
dealing with ceses invo ing the rescue of IR
specific indlvi&uals. , o

The Board was advised that the Preslﬂant haa

Emergency Fund, and that the Treasury Dapartmanty
hes regelved for the purposes of the War Refupee
Board $100,000 from HIAS and $10 froman = -
individual refugee. The Board approved the sugs

or sdministrative expenses, but should be used’

The Board instructed the foting Exeoutive Dxreotor_
to request the Bureau of the Budget to hold in ‘
abeyance action on a submission by the State . .
Department of an estimate in the sum of $5,000,000



' Following sotlon on the above itd

Director reported to the Board on accomplishuen

~_The Acting Executive Director also indiocated the i

proceed promptly to establish a small professional sta:

- Washington, handling as little of actual operations-as po

sible, and with the prompt designation of representatives
to serve abroad, Te also indicated that he would discuss
gromptly with private groups the raising of private funds
or the purposes of the War Refugee Board. =




£ the Second Meeting

i ”fﬁinuﬁééﬁd 7
.. Vor Refugee Bos

Held in the Office of the Secretary of §
Friday, February H,,19MM! e e

Present: Secretary of State Hull (acted as Chairm
"~ gecretary of the Treasury Morgenthau’ - .-
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury Gaston
Assistant Secretary of War McCloy “ . .- 1.
John W. Pehle (after Qesignation'as"Actingi,f,,{;;
Executive Director) B

The Board took the following actiOnf

(1) John W. Pehle was sooointed Acting Executive -
Director. : o o

(2) The Board aporoved the nroposal that the Acting . - -
Fxecutive Director should send letters to all
interested orivate agencies asking for thelr :
concrete suggestions on action to be taken by =
the Board toc-carry out. the President's policy - ,
as enunciated in. the Executive Order creating - .-~
the Board. Ao T

(3) The Board apnroved bthe policy’ of réfraining‘erﬁjj
dealing with cases involving the rescue of
gpecific individuals. B LR

(1) The Board was acdvised thet the President had ™ - = B
~allocated $1,000,000 to the Board out of his -. . =
Emergency Fund, and thot the Treasury Deparime
has received for the pPUrposes of the War Refug
Board $100,000 from HIAS and $10 from an . -
individual refugee. The Board approved the sug=-
gestion that orivate contributions not be used . -
- for administrative expenses, put should be used
o by—the—feting Exeouive—PrrectoT for appropriate.
projects. : : : ' R

(%) The Board instructed the Acting Executive Director
to request the Bureau of the Budget to hold in
abeyance action on a submission by the State - -
Department of an estimate -in the sum of §5,0 ,

- forﬁthe;lntergovernmentalvGommitte@ on Refugees. -~ -

PP e 2 hes =B

Mada—nation . 41 S et
THTS G:Utl A—He S C—rv oY DU.%EUDU.LUI

tory—tutl,

00,000




ollowing action on the above itens .the Acting
““Director reported to the Board on accomplishme

The Acting Executive Director also indicated -t

proceed promntly to esteblish a small professional stal
Weshingbon, handling as little of the actual operatiag?S-
nrettems as possible, and with the prompt designation-of-
resresentatives to serve abrosd. He also indicated that he
would Giscuss nromptly with orivate groups_the raiging of
srivate funds for the,pquOSeS'Of'the War Refugee Board. vl




0" ITEMS FOR PEHIE TO RAISE AT SECOND |
¢ . -OF WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

1. Pl@hs,forioﬁeration. _ Lt ;f;;"f¢a e

.(a) Sméllfproféssiqnal°sfaff in WéShihgtOhﬂhﬁhdiingff ',Q ;
-, as Iittle of ‘actual operations as possibles -~ " - - o
“(b) Prémpf dééigh&iion;ofJréppesentatives;ébroaaff?
. (o) 'Use'éf'pPiVaté funds to fulleét'extehtipéséible;'i
' - discuss with private groups raising of adequate K
- funds. L S : BT
e ‘Re§¢rt'onAaccomplishments t0 date.

3. :Emphasizé cooperation élready being'reéeived from ngfé:ii
- Department and the War Department and desire of private
_agencies to be helpful. - e




1.

5
e

3.

Select an fxecutive Dire¢t§ﬁ

Authdri Executive Dlrector

h) to act on oehalf of the Board, w*th pPrlodlC reports
to the Board;

(b) immcdiately‘to employ the necessary personnel (including

a secretary for the Board) for,ﬂashington and the'field;f:—

i. the appointments for ﬂwllﬂdnmybemmm
even on a tentative uas¢~,

c) to disbarss funds for obaratinr axpenses;
) . ’ j £ DeL H

(d) to arrange with State, Treasury and War for the designa-
tion cf liaison officers for sach Department to work
with the Executive Diractor at.a staff level and with
whom special guestions 1rmlv:_ng the nqrtlcalar Depart-
ment rmay e cleared,

Arreange for next .meeting of the RBoard,




1. Select an E.xecutivrénpdreﬁt.o:{,g

2. Authorize Executive Director R
(a) to act_on behalf of the Roard, ,ﬁitliapéfj.oﬁicfifﬁ@rﬁ‘s‘

7 {0-the Board; ' S T

(b) immediately to 'émplby the neeqsgqrfy pérBOnﬁgl;(rinéludiixig -
a secretary for the Board) for Washingbon §ﬁ¢'th,e!ﬂé}dff‘ e

the appointments for the ﬁ.é

i, 1d may be made
even on a tentative basls. .

s for operating gxpenses} .
and War fé‘r‘ : the designa- -
tment to work

(¢) to disburse. fund

(d) to-arrange with State, Treasury

tion of liaison officers for each Depar
" staff level and with

with the m;acut.ivtnirector at \
whom special questions involving the particular Depart-
ment, may be cleared. , e

Arrange for next meeting of ‘the. Roard.

3.



e~

My view ia that the first meebing of the Board ought to be short
and sweet and -deel enly with the followingrma‘brtezfg;'{ A

(1) Selection of the Executive Director or-the Acting =~
Executive Director. i

(2) Formal adoption and approval by the Board of the -
statement of policy contained in the preamble of -
the Executive Order. This statement, possibly some-
what reworded, ought to be 1ssued in the form of a
_press release, together with the name of the Executive
Director or the Acting Executive Director. i

(3) Authority to the Executive Director to proceed to
carry out the policy thus enunciated, to set up
without any delay the necessary staff, and to report
to. the Board at its meetings on the action taken,
the progress being made, snd the obstacles encountered.

The question of getting the Depariments  represented: on the Board,
as well as Wer Shipping, FEA, ete., to designate liaison officers with
the Board should not be taken up at the first meeting, but should be
handled informally or await subsequent meetings. .
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Plrestor charged with the respons ﬁiiiﬁ? wf fop
spoelile ppopousls #nd dirsebling svbion ier ﬁha'
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ﬁ%t@ggﬁs b dwwpioon Hlgsions will be gonpidorad &% pnoa

the Dessrtuent snd will &aagiéﬁr reeonuendations £eaa
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* By R. H.Parkq Date, S z




