


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

Lisbon, November 30, 1944. 

1.7. David '.'/hi te, 
Administrative Officer, 

·.var Refugee Board, 
Treasury Building, 

'Nashington. 

Desr ~.:r. '.'/hite: 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 20 

explaining to me the regulations concerning leave, etc. 

I fully understand that inasmuch as I am entering the 

employ of the State Department, the War Refugee Board's 

obligation to pay my passage home ceases. As Dr. Dexter 

has already written you, I am taking a four-day leave 

beginning tomorrow and will s.ta~t-wol:'-kwjctJ:l-1~h~l-!:l-tll't1~~-~~--~-----~ 

Department on December 5. 

I have enjoyed my work with the War Refugee Board 

and I am sorry that it has come to an end. 

With many thanks again for your kind letter and good 

wishes, and with good wishes to you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

tez~w,~ 
Eleanor Widen 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
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AMT-1041 
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rEading only by spEcial 
arrangEmEnt. --W) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

4075, NovEmbEr 27, 

TIHS IS iVRB 264 

Lisbon 

DatEd NovEmbEr 27, 1944 

REc 1d 7:35 p.m. 

DEtailEd answEr (RC::U:lTEL 3005, i"hlB 117, NovEmbEr 21) 

with signEd rEcEipt for EquipmEnt and bank statEmEnt 

of rEmittancE to TrEasurEr of u. s. airmailEd Wa1d 

WidEn staying with Embassy, Lisbon. 
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LISBON ';· 
3006 .. 

'l'he tol~ DN1ng tor.»e.~tcr h tiJUl 11"1. 

Dexter and lilden -~~'separate close ot business Novom~eri;30.~-
l944. Dexter earned annual leave nineteen dare ~,.,o hours 1\nd~i:u•JI· 
fOUI'teen clays. 'l'he Board w1l'l pay expeneee 

he munt make Ot.ril arrangements to ~et there. Bhoula. he go l.to~dc)n,.' 
. .' . 

term1nLll leave beoomes &ttect1Ye upon ax>r1val there ~nd . .Lffg~Uo" · 

b ruathorbed to pay h1m through terminal per1od. · It DfUtte~ ~~: .·· . 

i·:1den i'etul'n to tlnUed Statee, ~he Le$a1;1on ta 
transportation on re1mbUroable batiia;; 

We understand Widen to 't-Tork tol'';Legntlon ett_eotije. 

and 1t correct, leave is not transfel'rable. 

position is anan.:;ed ttith Deptll'tment here, toll~.,..l.ng receipt of 
invQntoey requested in our #287'1 ot November 3. · The ba.la~c~ ~t 

the Special ~wcount shoul.d be returned to the .8oal't1 bt oheok payabl·· ·' . 
to the Treasunzo ot the tlnlted 51iatea. 

. ' 

t~RIU Z.U.1V:KG 
11/21/44 

·:,_ 

BT!i!TTINIUS 
(.&.Oi'ING) 

(GU'I) 

DECLASSIFiED .. 
Stau; Dept. Letter, l;li.-72 '· 

By & U. Parka Date;.$£JL13 1S72 
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Miss Eleanor Widen 
Uar Refugee Board 
United States Legation 
Lisbon, Portugal 

Dear Uiss Widen: 

November 20, 1944 

'!'he State Department called us to see i1' there would be any 
obJection on our part to yo~ working for them in Lisbon, beginning 
December 1. Wo informed them that thoro was none. 

During your service abroad you have earned annual leave in the 
amount 0.~' fourteen days. This annual or terminal leave would be 
of.f'ecti ve beginning December 1 and would end December 16, close of' 
business. However, the regulations forbid payment ot per diem to 
employees on annual leave. Again leave regulations forbid your 
being paid from two Government payrolls simultaneously and I under­
stand from the State Department here that this leave which you have 
accumulated while working for the Bo~ c~1riot be transferred to 
your new job. To sum up, were you to take leave you would be patil 
salary only, whio.h is 86.?5 a d_11y,_ and would lose your per.__di.eDL.O!X-------­
$7.-0CJ.- SnoUla youeiect- to return to this country, your separat.ion 
date here would include this teminal leave. 

A letter is going out at this time also to Ur. Dexter, instruct­
ing him that should you decide to return hero in Deoaber that the 
State Department should arrange tor your tranaportation on a reim­
bursable baSis. 

I wish at this time to thank ifou tor your work With the Board 
and to tender my bast Wishes in whatever you undertake. 

D'Rhi te :hmd 
~ 

Very truly yours, 

(lltned) .be.vid llli\• 
David White 

Adll1nietratiw Officer 



Misa ElaanJr Widon 
War Refugee Board 
United Staten Legation 
J..i.abon, Portugal 

Dear ltl.an Widen 1 

November 20, 1944 

Tho State Department called us to see if there would be any 
obJection on our part to your working for them tn U.ebon, boginnina 
Deoenber 1. Wo j_nforr.md them that there was none. 

Daring your service abroad ;rou have earned annual leave in the 
amo,mt of fourteen days. 'thtls annual or terminal leave would be 
offacti ve beginning December 1 and would end December 16, close of 
buSiness. However, tho regulations forbid payment of per diem to 
Ol!lployeoo on annual loavo. Again loave regulations .forbid your 
being paid from tv10 Oavornrnont payrolls simultaneously and I under­
stnnd from tho State Department here that this leave. which you have 
accumulated while \"forking for the Board cannot be transferred to 
your na\1 job. To :nun up, were you to take loavo you would be patti 
salary only, "ldlich is $6.75 a day, and would loae YOUJ.' per diem 'of 
~~~ue~ t~To·~n4~hlti~•~oun~~~,~~e!oea~~n----------------~~ 

date here would include this torninal leave. 

A lottor ia going out at ti:is time also to Lfr. Dexter, instruct­
ing him th.'1 t ahould you decidu to return hero in December that the 
State Department should arrange for your transportation on a reim­
bursable basis. 

I vdsh at ttiis tin:o to thank you. for your work with the Board 
and to tender my best Wishes in whatever you undertake. 

DWhite:hmd 

Very truly YOUJ.'B1 

Clltrne«) !'mvld flbt ta 

David White 
Adminiotrative Officer 



Miss Eleanor Widen 
il'ar Roi'ugeu Board 
Uniteti states Lugat1on 
T..iabon, Portugal 

Dear lliaa \fidenz 

November 20• 1944 

Tho State Department oallud us to see 1.£ there would be aey 
obJection on our part to your working for them in Lisbon, boginniq 
Decombor 1. Wo informud them that there was none. 

During your service abroad you haw earned annual leave in the 
amount ot fourteen daya. Th6s annual or terminal leave would be 
ettoot1 w beginniq Daoembor 1 and would end December 16, close ot 
bwnness. Ronvar 1 the regulatiuna forbid payment ot per diem to 
employees on annual leavo. Again leave reuulatiollB forbid your 
being paid from two Government payrolls simultaneously and I under­
stand from the State Department here that this leave which you haw 
accumulated while working for the ~ard cannot be ·traqeterred to 
your n8lf job. To swa up, were you to take leave you 'lfould be patij 
Salary only, Tlhioh iS 86.75 a day .. and WOuld lose your per diem Of 
17.00. Should you oleot to return to this country. your lleparation 
date hero would include tb:Ls tal'lilinal leave. 

A letter ia going out at this time also to Ur. Dexter, inatruot­
ing him that &hould you decide to rottU•n here ill December that the 
State Department should arrange for your tranaportation on a reim­
bursable basis. 

I wish at thia time to thank ~ for your work Witb the Board 
and to tender my beat 'lfiahea in whatovor you undertake. 

DWhite:bmd 

11Jcne4l 'D&Yut m• 
David White 

Admlnietratiw otfioer 

' . ' -· ,. ·•. 



. DE',PARTME:NT: 
---:oF•~.,_---

STATE- -'-,-·-~--'-•-_--_-. __ ---f·;_·-,·.---_.-·~_; __ ,·.···.!_,_~·-~_~_:_{ ____ -__ -_-_-_,;, __ · /~Po M 1 t<t~; . , 
- T'E:l.EGR'AJvf. , -_-

:·\:.': 

KEM-80 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washin.:;ton. 

1975, 26th, 1 p.m. ,. -
HRB 81 0 

Wid e:n arrivEd saf'Ely. 

,. ___ ,.·-· 

authorizing paym~:;nt salary and pkr diEril gtv:ini:;' cta'H~L' 
. :_- --·~ ,_:'> -. ,. ~ - ~- .. 

commEncEmEnt. This for accouriting cl~parth1Ent~' 

' _·:-·:;~:~-~~--:;: ;::.: 
,-,> 

DJ WTD 

.·- ·_.:'-~:-_ 

S'{;G..{~, r.r,:, 

,. ~~tv~ i- --
,,;_l 

.. dt'4~( ~;~~ ;t~ 
·' 
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OATli OF OFFICE, AFFil)AVI'l\ 
AND 

DECLARA-TION OF APPOINTEE 

------~-.R!tf.~~~--j:!Q~~-----·······-··············-········------·---····························'·"··-···---·"'-·'··········-~----~L"~~ (Deparbnent or Esto.bllahment) (Bureau or Diviaion) _ (Place of EmplOyment) · · · 

A. 

OATH OF 
OFFICE 

B. 

AFFIDAVIT 

c. 
DECLARATION 
OF APPOINTEE 

I, -----------~----LIJ.J:~---·--······················································-,_~, Do solemnly swear (or affirm) fuat I will support and defend fue constitution of fue United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; fuat I will bear true faifu- and allegiance 
to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion· and fuat I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of fue office on which I am 
obout t~ enter. SO HELP ME GOD. . 

Do further swear (or affirm) fuat I do not advocate, nor am I a member of any political party 
or organization fuat advocates fue overfurow of fue Government of ilia United States by force or violence; and fuat during such time as I am an employee of fue Federal Government, I will 
not advocate nor become a member of any political party or organization fuat advocates fue overthrow of fue Government of fue United States by force or violence. 

Do further certify fuat (1) I have not paid or offered or promised to pay any money or oilier 
fuing of value to any person, firm, or corporation for fue use of influence to procure my appoint­
ment; (2) I will ~observe fue provisions of fue Civil Service law and rules and Executive orders concerning political activity, political assessments, etc., 4(1( ~ 
~"""'l'l"in•!k!hg( and [strike out sillier (3) or (4)] 
(3)~ 

~"""'P'I''h'""" 
(4) fue answers ~ntained in my Application for Federal Employment, Joofi¥-KXax.l;X 

li1li*IXXICCW:XXXX:XX:ICCW:XX:X:X:xbiliiXI~ filed wifu fue abOve-named department 
or establishment, which I have reviewed, are true and correct as of lliis date, ex­
cept for fue following (if necessary, use additional sheet; If no exceptfo!)B 'Write 
"none"; if (4) is executed, fue reverse of this sheet neoo not be used): . .. ' 

'ZO J~, ' . -~·, t . ------i·----~ru;;·*t~---------~--~-~-
Subscjr and swoz;n before me this _____ j_~_i .. day of ----~~~_pt-··················-···------ A. D., 19 .'iif-. 
ai _j_l_c./,e~S,£,:~"'.--------------------------· ___ :_J ______________ :"::_'::";i;~-----------'-----,'----: __ , __ _ 

[SEAL] RITA 1'·1. E=· ::NNAN 
NOTi.RY F·' 3LIC 1 

Colllmi~~lon fl<plr6i 1~<11ch 9r t9 If ,) 

__ ( ____ ~1:-'~-~---·----·-
---------------------~---:f:rd.~~------------------

NOTE.-If the oath Is taken before q Notqry Public the date of expiration of his commiS.!on s.~ould be shown 

(Date of Enhance on Duty) (Pos:IUon to which appointsd) 

l 

I 
J• 



DECLARATION OF APPOINTEE 
. ·-,·- . ---.· Thf4 form, U required, Is to be completed before entrance Qn duty •. Every quesHon must be answered. Any fah:o ~tale~ent lti. thla 'd~~~tio~ lrll,l· he :IVo_untU: :· fot cancelation of application or d.ism.Wal alter appolnbnenL I' abe personation la a _arlm.lnal olft)lzur;O and will Do p:roseoul~ ac~:r:4Jngly. ; . :_" -< ·_ .. • · ... _-, _ -· _: . • - . _- _ .: ._: · 

2. Who should be noHI!ed In ca"' of eme<gency? _________ £?..4_1. ___ ;;r"., __ Wt~fli'l<-----------------•""-~J--:~c·'~..;---------·-----
______________________ ZJ2 __ ~~----£t..$~l_------------------"------------------f)gd.'::~~-t:f2_.. __ ~ __ c ________ .. (Street and Number) . (Qty and State) 

Name Post.affice address 
(Gtva street number, If any) 

{l) Pooition and (2) Temporary or not, 
and (3) Deportment or office in which 

employed 

I. ----------------------------------
2. ----------------------------------

3. ----------------------------------

1. ----------------------------------

2. ----------------------------------
----------- ------------1 3. -------------------- -------------

1. ----------------------------------

2. ----------------------------------
3. ----- ---------------------- .. -----

4. Plo~ of birth _______ ftt::l'f_~-~P---------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------(Town) (State or Country) 
Indicate "Yes" or "No" answer by placing X in proper column Yes No 12. Space for detailed an.swers to other quesHons. 
8. Are you a citizen of the United States? ------------------- ___ !:_ ___ -------- ~~ Write ln left column numbers of items to whJ~h deta116d ans.wers apply 

a. ~~~~p~i) ~:u:s~ &~%~c!,~~r:?~~~-~~~ ________ ----~~-- -~------ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
(2) this agency In connection wJlh this appolnbnent? _________ -------- -------- -------- ----------------------------------------------------~~::~'"-~~-~~l:{J;X:tL: -·~ 

:~ ~~:F~~~~h ~~~;;:~n ~;~~~: ti~=~;;~!~£_ ---~--- .:~: __ ~~~~~~~~ :::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~::~:,~;~~~~:~~~~:::::~~5~~-;::=G~z:.~ 

:;;;~;;;;;~:~~~;~~~:~~: ::::~::: ::~~: :~·~~::_: ::~~:~:~~~:-:::~:_::~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~· 
~~~~~~~;:;n~'1~~~~~~~~;:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- -------- _)t ___ :::::::: :::::=:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:::::::::::t::: fo:O~fe~ia~~~f ~~~~e! ;J~~:t;;g :!~~~ror~t;':!::e~~~~ ------- ---------------------------------------------------------------~------------and under what retirement act; and rank, if retired from military 

_ j< •• ; • or navaJ service. -------- -----------------------------------------•-------:.------.:.----------;,..;..J.;.:. ... . . ' 10. Since you filed application resulHng in this appolnbnent. ------- ---------------·----------··---------------:. _____________ _:-__ :..:. _____ :, __ .;. •. .:...:._:_:.,'-
have you been discharged for misconduct or unsatisfactory -------- --~--- -------- ------------------------'-------------·-··"--;. •••• : .... ~·.: • .:~~--; ____ .:: ____ :__ ii~~vC: ~~~ 1~~eT~~~~ ~:!~~~~~eanJ"OddresS·or employer and the reason for discharge in each case. -------- --------------------------------------------------------;--..::.·.--~---.; ____ -_ 

Il. ~~;: Y~~h!!!~;:x~~~0s~~:~'!~r~n:~a~wci~S~~Wt~n~ -------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------~~~£~~~i?ifj!ui~Yi~;i~ij:~~~1~~£~~~- -------- .K ____ :::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~=::::::::::~:::: and {4) the penalty. if any. imposed. or other disposition. ' · 

INSTRUCTIO!Il"S TO APPOINTING OFFICER The app;:~lnting officer before whom tho foregoing cerH(Icato Is made shoJI detennine to his own satisfaction that this appointment would bo in conformanco with the Civil Service Act. applicable civil-service rules, the War Service Regu­lations, and acts of Congress pertaining to oppolnbnent. 
This form should be checl:ed for holdlnJ of office. pension, purchase of of£1ce, 
=~~~~~o"~~~~ ~fiur:l~~Uvl~~l~~~cit~rl~ ~~~U!~'f~r:;~'fu~ OJ Identity of appointee with the applicant whoso appointment was author­ized, The appointees signature and handwriting are to be compared wJth tho 
~h~~~~U~~:~(~o0~:dt~[fic'!~H}i~~rsThe ~~~~~~ai'~~~:stl~:i on his personal hJstory for agreement with hla previous statements. 

H~~) a!~~~d~EJ~f:=l~:x~~!;~O:~s~tl1:h1!J0fo~1£! ~~~~~ ~ns~J'Jl~ch!; determined that appUco.nt is not outside tho age range for appolntmenL 
{3) Citi.zenship.-The responsibility for observing provisions of. appropriation acts. prohJbiHng or restricting the employment of nf!ncitl7' · •tes With the appointing 

~~~~erlhaih~~~!h~0rr;~: ~n;:nt:e~~~dlTtt:s a0~1~fl~~~fll~e~h~h~~fi0~!~~ citizenship if the Usf of ellqibles or the leltor of authority from tho Commission makes the op(X)Intmont subJect to proof of citizenship, or II tho application shows foreign birth but doas not Indicate on Its face that oltlrenship has beon proved .. If the answer to question 4 of this fonn shows foreign birth and the apfl!caUon ~~~f2:..1n the UnJted States, the case should be referred tl:\ the Civi Service 

{4) Members of FamUy.-8aotton 9 of the Civtl Sorvice Act provides that when· ever there are already two or more members of the family Jn the classified servlco, no other member of such fcuntly.ls ellgtble for appolnbnont In that service. Minora do not establish a different famUy merely by Uvlng at an address different from that of the parents. DoubUul cases involving more than two members of family. lholud.Jng all pertinent evidence, should bo referred to the Ovll Service Com-
=~~u6~.tsth~u!r~~;!~~~~~~~ed~~ ~i~~~~Y to~~~~:;r a8p~fn't; menta for one year or lesa. . ··· ·'" -

U. IS• GOV-""'IIEH IHG OfPJI::E 16-3286!~1 

: .. ·r· ..... . 

l 
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- ADDRESS OFJI'IetAL, CO~MUN1CAT10NS T9 

THE 811:CRETARV OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

In reply refer to 
FA 840,48 Refugeee/6009 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 9, 1944 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to 
the Executive Director of tile \1e.r Refugee Board and 
refers to his letter of May 3, 1944 regarding salary and 
per diem payments to be made to Miss Eleanor 'I'Tiden, who 
is !?'Oing to Lisbon, Portugal, to serve as secretaria.l 
assistant to Nr, Robert C, Dexter, Special Attache of the 
\'lar Refugee Board at Lisbon, 

In this connection there is enclosed a copy of the 
Department 1 s airgram no, A-357 of May 11, 1944 to the 
American Legation at Lisbon authorizing such payments 
to Miss vliden, 

Enclosure: 

Copy of alrgram no. A-357 of 
l'1ay 11, 1944 to Lisbon. NA.I~ 

--wJ <~.(to . ' . 



(COPY) 

AIRGRAM 

NO, A-357 
UNRESTRICTED 

TH E 2 : 50 l' .1': . 
!.fay 11, 1944, 

LI~BN:, 

\·:ar Refug-ee ~0ard ie Rending Misp Eleanor i·liden to 

Lisbon in the ncar future t~ serve as secretarial aaeistant 

to i'.r, :\~bert C, Gexter, Special Attac:1e" of the WRB, 

T~~e Lee;atior. iE aut~lorized to pay ~ler salary at t:1e 

rate of ~2000 per annum plus overtime qnd per diem at 

tae rate of ~7.00, BotL items are effective the date of 

her departure for Lisbon: 

Include payn:ents in reg'ltlar accounts for rel.mbursement 

by :•!RE in accordance wi ti-1 Section V-45 as authorl?.ed by 

its letter of ~ay 3, 1944, 

HULL 
( EPT) 



MISS ELJ::A NOH 'H DEN 
tJIJI'rA·::r.u; :3EHIJICE COWJITTEE 
25 BLACO!i S'rREET 
-<CS'!'OII, I.!AS.SACHUSET1"J 

JUN 9 1944 

i''OI..LO'iiil:G ;n:Ju. lli~CEIVED 1'1101! Ha.VA ;. J:I'Yl<'E, DESPATCH AOEiiT, 45 BROADWAY, lillW YORK 

CITY: "SA:;.LIU:~ DA'l'E ADVAJIClill TO THTRTE~N'rH, li;LJiANQJl WIDEN MIJB'l' UW>OllT 

il'Stowart; p(lk 6/9/M. 

(Signed) Ward Stewart 

l\'ard StOll·art 
AaaiRtant Exeoutive D1reotor 

War Reiugoo Board 



MISS l'~LEANOH '\IDEN 
UIU'l'A':!Ali SEHVICE COIOOTTJEE 
25 BLACoa STREET 
103'l'Oll, I.!AS3ACHUSET1".3 

war Rotugeo Board, Halargeuo;v li'Und toJ;" tb1,1 
President, Natioulllne£enso; (ll2/400Q6(1R) 1942-44 . 

JUN 9 1944 

i''OLLCT.TiliG ;n:HL Hl~CEI'JED f110l! HOWAc·_;_. I!'YJ!'E, DESPATCH AOEIVT
1 

4.5 BROADWAY, lillW YOHK 

CITY: "SA:;.LilL DA'l'E ADVAIICmJ TO THIRTI£Mffll. EL!WiOI! WIDEN MUST Rli;POR'l' 

PHILADhLP!!;:,\ 'l'iiJ~LF'l'H. 11 

il'Stowart; ptlk 6/9/44 

(Signed') Ward Stewart 

Ward Stewart 
ABBilltant J~eout1va Direotor 

War Ret'ugoe Board 



li.ISS .,LEAHOl! ·;,IIJEN 
20 SYLVAN STREET 
DAllTr;R.:, ll.ASSAC!IUS!::TTS 

WStEmlll"t; pdk 6/9/44 

Wal' Ret'uuee Bolll"d~ Emorgeuoy Fund tor the 
m~~ilnt, National Defon~e, (112/40006(18) 

JUN 9 1944 

(Signed) Ward dtewan 

Wartl Stewart 
Aasl.ataut Exec\l~ivo tireotor 

War He.t'ugoe Board 



Dear Jl:l..sa 'ifiden: 

Before you leave the country for the war Refugee Board 
it will be necessary that we have on filo for you a completed 
"Oath of Office" Form No. 6la. It will be appreciated if you 
will oxecuto tho enclosed form, have it notarized, and return 
it to this office at your early convenience. The entries below 
the double line at tho end of the form will be made in this office. 

Yours very truly 1 

ward Stowart 
Assistant Executive Director 

Yiss Eleanor Widen 
Unitarian Service Committee 
25 Beacon Street 
Boston 8, Jlassachusetts 

Enclosure. 

WStewart; pdk 6/8/44 





JUN 7 1944 

Dear Mr. •;yte 1 

In accordance with our telephone conversation 
you will find enclosed a traneportat1on request far 
Uiss Eleanor Widen to cover her steamship passage from 
Philadelphia to Lisbon, together with a copy of our letter 
of authorization to Hiss \'iiden in this connection. I trust 
that this material will provide tho proper basis for 
Miss Widen•s passage. 

llr. Howard FYfo 
u. s. Deopatch Agent 
45 Broadway 
New York 6, Now York · 

Enclosureo. 

Yours very truly~ 

(Biped) Ward Stewart 

Ward StOll'art 
Assistant Executive Director 

-­(, ~ : ·- t''1''·a.) ~I 

T.Stewart J pdk 6/? /44 

. 
-- .&...d 



To Files 

FROM Ward Stewart 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESI.DENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE June 2, 1944 

Subject: Miss Eleanor 'Niden 

I had a call from !.!iss Widen this morning stating that 
she was unabl(;J to obtain the yellow fever inoculation in Boston 
and that the closest place to obtain it appeared to be New York 
City. Under the circumstances we agreed that it would be best 
for her to make a trip to New York to receive this inoculation 
and I agreed that the War Refugee Board would reimburse her for 
her expenditures in connection with this trip. 

"'\/'(' J. 
Assistant Executive Director 

(Management) 

. 
__ .s...'!_ 

- __ j 



I 

MAY 271944 

Dear Ml.ss Widen: 

We are still attempting to 11ake arrange111ents £or 
clipper transportation for you but the traffic ia rather heavy 
and it is not at all clear that we will bo able to obtain a 
clipper priority. The State ))apartment has aooord1ngly eua­
gestod that you COE!plate the attached questionnaires tor 
passage on the next Portuguese steamer. When ootapleted the 
questionnaire should be sent directly to Yr. Howard Fyte, 
u. S. Despatch Agent, 4.5 Broadway, New York 6, New York, '111th 
an accompanying letter stating that the- application is baing 
submitted for consideration in case cance~ations are raoeived 
before tho sailing date. lYe are informed that the space is 
all assigned at the present tiH but tho chances o£ a cancella­
tion are rather good. The extra copies of tho questionnaires 
aro for your personal records it you Wish. 

Please lot me UDow as sqon as you have a definite 
date for completion or the i~ooulatione, etc. 

Yours vaey truly, 

(Bignecl) Ward Stewart 

Ward Stewart 
Assistant Bxeoutive Director 

W.ss Eleanor Widen 
Unitarian Bvrvice Committee 
25 Beacon street 
Boston 8, Nassaohuaetts 

) 
I 

\ 

wstewart; pdk 5/27/44 

\ 



TO 

FROM 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

Personnel Files 

Ward Stewart 

DATE May 61 1944 

Following discussion with Mr. Warren, I called Miss Widen 

in Boston and 1nformed her that before she could leave for Portugal 

it would be necessary that she be innoculated for the follOWing: 

Tetanus 
Typhoid 
Cholera 
Smallpox 
Yellow Fever 
Typhus . 
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JIFG-32 
This telegram must ba 
paraphrased before be1ug 
communicated-to anyone 
other than a Gove~mental 
agency (Hi) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

1354, Uay 5, 10 a.m. 

-· :· ;··-' • • .t :_ ;. ~ ••. ··: 

tiabon 

Dated Nay '• 1944 

Reo•d Bt12 Porn'. 

neterence Department's 12081 April 29 and my 13?711 Mp.y 2 

regardlng ass1f?l11llent Eleanor 'llideno In reconsid~r!ne .nattor emphati­

cally recommend maximun aalar;y and allo•·:anoea do not ~xoeoo ~3ioo to 

correspond to that of women :now employod by m1.a~io~/ Remuneration of 
.·.. :.· · .. __ . .. . 

$4500 excessive and dut of proporMo_n t() 'that ot empl~~cea vel't~rmins 
similar duties and responaib111tipa. 

WSB 
NPL 

CO: 

--·-~-

Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y), Messrs~ Abrahamson, Akzi.n, '. . 
Bernstein, DuBois Friedman, Gaaton, teaser• Lt.Pc:tord;: J.falm,· · .. 
Marks, MoCorplac_k, Paul, Pehle, Rains', Sargoy, SroJ.th, Standish; 
Stewart, Weinst'einj H. D. Whito, Files, Yrs• Cohn, Miaa Hodel, 
lUaa Laughlin; Mrs. Mannon, ·· 

' ··~ 



~ .. 

MY clear Ill". Shawa 

and trcsa t~ ~ta=t:::.:::.~ei~~,~~:t-:t~);",,!'£'~o'~~i~;:' 
Retu£te ·Board (rotorence FA),thllt t~·~·~~~-~-~t~'_,"; -~·-·-; ·· 
.ot JAa• Blaanor 111den to e&l"Vo·u ... ,. .. ~t>to~.,..:-;~·a~t:oc;;-, --n 
:DQter, 8peo1al A\ tache 'qt the 'Dr ·Refugee-~~ IU ·blttb" P.::L · 
apP:rcried bOth 1n· Ullbon and ·in tbe··state· ~nt• It 1a._,.-_. 
Underatandillg that Jlljta _\f1clen .baa A.J)pl.i~,~~----~1' ptal!'lll~--~-cL\-,1" .. • ·. · 
1a read,y to leave em abor~ notice.· \Tit~ ft17:'eagel,' tc;r·:···:'/'t:::•;c''Y . 
ta.aa Widen •· tt;' dltJ)art. at 'the ~lies~ ~~tb,lli('clate!:,ei~~:~~ ::.:.'~ t·-;,;,,:,; 
Ill"·- Daxter-1a veey auoh :Ln nHd of bel" aallatanQe in U•biill•'' t, . • ,. · '·• 
· . -·_ ·:>:::- :._, --, . -:1- ~·_:3.~.'~:' . .5 'f;_;~ ~~;--.),£-• .. ·1~J'- :ls</~~~UU{;;·,::t;l t~<~1 

Pllrsuant. \C)c>OuJ.O exebange ot Oo.zi'Z'espondenoe of . ilaroll 20 · 
and 28, the war Refupe Board rftllueata that urqeaenta be ucle ... · 
b7 tbe DepartrDent ot state tor .the ~t • a r.iiibur.able ~· . 
ot Klaa Widen•a eala17 ot 12,000 per annUli:, Plws t7-09p8r cU.•< . · 
etteotive as ot tho date Jlias Widen leaves tor U•bor1.~ An7tbi~>' > . 
that can bel done to expedite· Ml•!' Wlden•a pUipOI't and ~ pi1.o;-:l.t7 
W1ll be appreciated. ·· ·. · · · · · ·· · ·· · ·. ' · ··· · 

. ' ' 

llonor.w.. a~ RowlAulcl ~ . . . 
~tant seoretuT 91' state .. 

· J)epu:'t.Mnt· ot .state 
. w..~, n. o.··. 

Yours ve-q t.l"l&l71 

;(111sz1ed). 1.1. ~·, · 

- -- --, ..1. W. -Peble;--~~-;--;---c , · ,:~. ?. ~~~~"""" 
Buollt1" --~ ' '.::; ... 

i ... \• ,t l •. ·' ·'.- i ::~ .·' 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COM ... UNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

In reply refer to 
FA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 1, 1944 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to the 
Executive Director of the War Refugee Board and acknowledges 
the receipt of his letter of April 25, 1944 regarding the 
assignment to Portugal of Miss Eleanor Widen to serve as 
Secretarial Assistant to Mr. Robert E. Dexter, Special 
Attach~ of'the War Refugee Board in Lisbon. · 

The Department of State has approved this· assignment 
and will issue appropriate instructions to the American · .. 
Legation at Lisbon as soon as information is received from; 
the War Refugee Board regarding salary payments t,o be made , 
to Miss Widen at her post. ·· 

) 

~.· 





APR 271944 

Dear Jiles Widen 1 

Thank you for your letter of April 26 indicating 
that you have submitted an application for your pa8eport •. 
Dr. Joy•a adVice with reepeot to the title.of your poaltlon 
seems eound enough and I would anticipate no d1tf1oulty in 
conneot1on With the form of your name. 

As I indicated q,·telephone, we are pressing the 
matter with tbe State Department here and Will keep you' 1n- · 
fol'llled of further developaents. 

Youre very truly,. 

(Sfgned) Ward Stowart 

Ward Stewart -
Asaistant.Bxeoutlve Director 

Miss Eleanor Widen 
Unitarian Service COIDrllittoa 
25 Beacon street 
Boston 8, Massachusetts 

wstewart; pdk 4/27/44 
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WILLIAM EMERSON, CHAIRMAN. 

SETH T. GANO, VICE· CHAIRMAN 

Unitarian Service Committee 
25 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 

EDWARD A. CAHILL 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Mr. \;ard Stuart 

TELEPHONE CAPITOL. 3680 

April 26, 1944 

Assistant Executive Director 
~ar Refugee Bo&rd 
Main Treasury Building 
~ashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Stuart: 

' . .. . . . ' : . ' ' ~ 

. . . . . 
: . ·.. '-··. 

-~~:w~-ftD-:~• \v~T~~· .. r~~~tiUR~ft--~ 
A~FfiED ~;WHITMA~t. &KeftEfAAY 

REGISTERED WITH THE PRESIDENT'S 
WAR RELIE_F CONT~OL BOARD 

ENDORSED BY NATIONAL, WAR FUND 
THROUGH REFUGEE RELIEF 

TRUSTEES, INC, 

* I have today applied for my passport and 
~ailed it air mail registered to the Passport Division. 

On Dr. Joy's advice the letter which 
accompc:.nied the application stated that I was asked 
to go to Li·sbon as Dr. Dexter's "confidential assistant", 
thus avoiding the use of the word "secretary." I 
understand that the Portuguese government is opposed 
to granting visas to individuals who wish to enter 
tne country as "secretaries." 

My name on my birth certificate is given 
as Elenora G. Widen although my legal name is Eleanor 
V.'iden. However, I rac_de the application for the passport 
in the name as given on my birth certificate to a void · 
confusion. 

Sincerely yours, 

w Eleanor Widen 



APR 25t944 

J4.V dear llr. Shaw r 

The war Refugee Board is appointing lllaa Eleanor Widen 
as secretarial assistant to Jlr. Robert c. Do.xter, war Refugee 
Board Special Attaoho 1n Lisbon. Uiss 'IJiden•a appointment .baa 
been suggested by fir. Dexter in Jfo. 1053 fr011 Liffbon datod April 
10. Final arrangements with respect to tbe appointment wtU be 
completed shortly in order that Jliss Widen may proceed to her 
poat ot duty Withou~ delay. 

U:iss Widen is btling 1nstruotod to apply tor her pass .. 
port and any other necessary clearances tor £oruign travel ~odi­
ately. In Vifllf ot her duties it WiU be appreciated it action can 
be taken to grant her a spacial passport. Miss Widen•s address 1e 
20 Sylvan Street, Danvers, Uasuachusotta. Whon lliiJa Widun is ready 
to leave tl1o country I should also appreciate your &IJsiatance in 
obtaining an air priority tor her. · 

lro Will notily you fUrther With respect to aalary P8111!&ntlt 
and other administrative arrangemonts. In the meantirae, any a<iti,on 
that can be taken to expedite the matters described above will.be: appreciated. 

Honorable o. Howland Shaw 
A&aiatant Seoretnry ot Stato 
Department ot State 
lraohington, D. c. 

Yours very truly, 

;{Signed) J ,\P. Pohle 

J. 'If· Pohle 
Exeoutive Director 



TO 

FROM 

Subject: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE C0ft1MUNICATION 

Personnel Files 

Ward Stewart 

Miss Eleanor iViden 

DATE April 25, 1944 

Following discussion with Mr. Pehl~I called Miss Widen today to 
notify her that the War Refugee Board was prepared to reoammend.her appoint­
ment as secretarial assistant to Mr. Dexter in Lisbon at the rate of $2

1
000 

per annum, plus the standard 11 ving allowance. Miss Widen said that she was 
ready to accept the appointment and that a letter to that effect was already 
in the mail to us. 

I told Miss •Iiden that in my judgment it would take about two weeks 
to clear the appointment in Lisbon and to arrange .for the travel. She said 
that she was sure that she would be able to make her personal arrangements 
within that period. I also informed Miss Widen that she should apply for her 
passport and any other necessary clearances for foreign travel-immediately 
and that we had asked the State Department to expedite such papers. After the 
two-week period, W.ss Widen will be able to come to Washington to enter on duty 
within twenty-four hours notice. 

ovv:~. 
Assistant Executive Director 

(Management) 



WIL.L.IAM EMERSON, CHAIRMAN 

SETH T. GANO, VICE•CHAIRMAN 

Unitarian Service Committee 
25 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 

EDWARD A. CAHIL.L 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

1;r. \'lard Stm;rt 

TELEPHONE CAPITOL :UOO 

April 24, 1944 

Assistant Executive Director 
v.ar Refugee Board 
Main Treasury building 
v·iashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Stua!'t: 

REGISTERED WITH THE PRESIDENT'S 
WAR REL.IEF CONTROL. BO.ARD 

ENDORSED BY NATIONAL WAR FUND 
THROUGH REFUGEE RELIEF 

TRUSTEES, INC. 

After thinking over your telephone call 
of last Tuesday, A)ril 18th, I nave finally come to 
a decision regarding Dr. Dexter's cabled request to 
you. I will be very happy to accept the position as 
his secretary in Lisbon, provided, of course, that 
you are still interested in having me go and provided 
also thc.t my application meets with your approval. 

Sincerely yours, 

Uo......;, {1;,~ 
w Eleanor Widen 
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. ·. Sha ,is · 5x.~~li~m; ~;~~rGtnri ~~~{~i!~~ • 
J.~s~ ~1-~npon!i~bl.llty .£~n ~~lloi·o . U\t~~~ on,: mig hi{ rieW ... 

·. ·· ~xccutbu u~ni~~~~~,; .\~s~non.t~ilf~~r~r;h.\frfh~·~i>W~; 
. WUl na,;d fund~ .i,wn~di-n~~ly. f,r·p~rv~<)n~iJ..1,'1ti:\Jtf~o~.:;ij,~~~~~ 
.trJriapo~ta~i~!)_ WlQ. •mttn·t~~in<"\ient,, . J\l,e~ isoitl.e;?()~~noa~~~~: ··· 

.te>r'•Ma~· ny· t.t!;i~·t~.unlbritm •• C~~iw~~~~~l~f~f~rl:~~·.• 
ey ~&.l~·iind IUUBt 'en~g9' mct,tJ.\tt~SfLfltlO r:.:ry i~e~~~' . 

. Dlffit:ult t.a eatimnt1.1 am&n~t but tiutui';;:lt Y~\l (ja})l$. cr~di~ : 

o.r• hrl thg;trE!lid,' . ~~i}i~it;i~ (;~~ul:f)···a,ut{l,k\~iipo 
. -- - - - ---,- ;:-~ .--:-- (;.. -

y.Y'u.nx'i;~ng.,- aending;cal'ir:~·•·A~I<JB;i'i.·• ;io'Oi1~at;,. 
c __ o_ - 5=-:..-~-· - __ .. -. ·- -- -.-.:·-- ---··-

'ttanepQrt!.\t,lelj se:t'i91Ii!l.y hiilnqica~\rpl-k~ 

r~1m~ . t<Hlit~p~wr.~~irtC~nl! • iJJ~~i\11kthri~· l'uftS,~lU$~~uf~~~$o· 

COl J.tl.sll oru.wtcwy .(lfox• tht~ 8aat:y) 1 Abl•&hmuon, 1>.\;;'liin:, Bmi•natAilli.1 • : .• · ..• 

Cohn, DuUtdJ; 1 Fdt-d!'J',Rn, Oaerwn, liod<3l.i Laughlin, LMo9:r 1 • ~fo1"1A; 
lf.an.J:.•~ Ulllnnon:, MtU-ks,UcCiol'l'§ack, U.Jrphf . .l P~\Ulj Pehle; Po~; .· 
tw.inn~ Stu•goy~ &.!lith St.o.ndillh.; SttWat>t, Walneto:f:n1 ft. D. '\'lhito, · 
Fil"l3., ' 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

0AYE 
TO Personnel Files APril lS, 1944 

FilliON 'liard Stewart 

I talked v1i~h Eleanor Widen in Boston :t;oday by long d:i,stance 
telephone. She is completing Form 57 and will send it in• 


