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Ny dear Senstor Williss

The Secretary of State has recently forwarded to the Way
Refugee Hoard a copy of your letter of June 15, 1944, referring to
the establishment of the Fnisrgency Refugee Shelter in Fort Ontarie
at Oswego, New York, for the purpose of reseiving 1,000 refugses
from Italy, He has requested the Board to answer the following ine
quiries contzined in your letteps .

#Under what provision of our immigration laws are theae
refugees recelved into our country? )

"How are they soreened fopr selastion from the countries
from vhich they eome? '

"Are they transported and maintained st government exXpende
and under what appropriation of Qongrees .

"WALL they be permitted to go about our country under
vieltors' vibag? :

1 am pleaged to submit the following information {n»iésponaé '
to your inquirieg in the order in which they appeay in your letgt;qr,

1,

1 am advised that the Attorney Genersl in reply to a similar
inquiry get forth the legal basis for bringing these refugees to
the United States, as £ollowa: ’ o

"These refugees will not be pormitted to enter the
United States under the immigration laws and thereby to
obtain any rights to be gt 1iberty in the United States op
to ramain here. The proposal, therefore,. does not involve
setting aside the inmigration statutes. The prepriety of
temporarily detaining aliens in this country outside. of: .
the requirements of the immigration laws has been recomiged
for many years, One of the earliest instances of this
practice ceeurrsd in the. fusso~-Japanese way when tho eprelip
of Russian war vessels wore intemed in the Uﬂiﬁ_ﬂdfﬁt&tds‘




outside of the regulsr procedurs under the imatgration atatut
A recent illustration of the proatice is ‘afforded by the:

the Germ:n, Itellan and Japanese nationals who have been de- .
ported by Latin imerican countries to the United Stutes under oo -
arrangemsnt vhereby they are interned in this country end will
ultimately bs repatrlated to their ¢wn countries: - Simdlarly,
prisoners of war brought here for gustody do not enter under the
immigration lawa and they ohtain no right to remain here. or to -

bs at liberty within the country. For obvious roasons;. this 1]

& practice that can be followed only in exesptional eiroumstuncgs,

"For your convenlense, I enclose a copy of the Prestdent's
message Lo the Congrese, dated June 12, 1944, which indicates
that the present. propossl relates to a particular group of: per.
song vho are now a burden to our milibery fortes in mn agtive
theotor of var operations and that military neceswity requires
some temporary disposition of thems It may be pointed out that
as an emergency matter these persons might be permitted to enter
the United States under the immigration lews by walvera of docuw
nents by the Secrotary of State and, if:necessary, by waiver of
grounda of inaduissibility by the Attorney General. It waw be~ -
lieved more desireble, however, not to apply the imutgration laws,
which create varicus righte and privileges, but to deal with thig
group ag we have with the prisoners of wor and other Axis netione
elg who are adnitted to this country temporarily and detained hpre

outside, but not in vielation of, the Lmigration lavm,® < .
2, : |

set forth in the follomng csbled instrustions from the Presiden

The manner in which the refugees willbe selected & d- acr“g:ﬂ is ) :
Anbassador Murphy in Alglerst Gl

" - 1In choosing the refugess to be brought to theUnitcd
States, plense bear in mind that to the extent possitle those
. refugees should be selested for whom other havens of refuge are . .

not immediately availeble. I should howaver like the group:

include a reasonable propoption of variocus ent,aaoriil,o!‘-"p‘orii#
outed peoples who have fled to Italy. C T

"You should bear in mind that sinco these refugess are to
be placed in a camp in the United States under appropriate secur-
ity restrictions, the preoedure for the selection of. the refugess
and arrangemente for bringing them here should be as simple and .
expeditious as possible, uncompligated by any of the ueunl formele
ities involved in admitting people to the United Statea under the -
immdgration lawa, .

"Howsver, please Us sure that the necessary health cheoks.
are made to avoid bringing here persons afflicted with any loath-

some, dangerous or oontaglous dimease.! :
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" Board gave the following inatructionsy

* dated June 8, 1944, to the Seoretaries of War, Navy, Interior, the -

-3 - ‘
With respest to your third inquiry, the President ih & memorandus

Director of the Budget, and the Exseutive birector of the War Vnsmg.’_q; \E

" (4) Until UNRRA 1s in o position to awgume the ‘finsnotal
responsibilities involved, the Bureau of the Budget shell make
arrangemente for finsnoing the projeot; ueing to the ‘oxtent poie
sible any available funds of the War bepartment, the Var Relocaw
tion Authority, and the war Hefugee Board, snd from the Foreign
fWar Hellef appropriation, and if negessary draving upoh the Presie
dent's smergency Fund." 4 s
£

The 1,000 rofugees, as pointed out by the Attorney Gensral, will :
not be brought here under the immigration laws, dherefore they will not be
permitted to go about the countyy under visitors' visss, Their treatment
vwhile in this country will be as outlined in the President's neasage to
Congress:

" Upon the termination of the way they will be sent back to-
thelr homelands. These refugees ave predominently women and ohil~
dren. They will be placed on their arrivel in a vasated Arngy

Gamp on the Atlantic Coast where they will remain under  appropriate
security restriotions.® )

For your complets information, copies of t«he following ere wolosed
herewiths S : = ’

1. The Pruidant.'ar messsge to Congi'ess dated Jum 12, 944y

2. The text of a gsblegram dated June 9, 2944, from ﬂiq_?_ruidiﬂ , !
to Anbassador Hobert Murphy in Mglers and s megmorandui sent - o
by the President on June 8, 1944, to the Seoretaries of Var, |

Navy, Interior, the Director of the Budget, ard: the
Executive Diregtor of the Wap Refugee Board. -

Very truly yours, o

(81gned) 2,9, penre

ds We-Pehle
Executive Direatop

Honorable Raynox{d E, Willle,
United States Senate,
Wlehingbon,' D, ¢,
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Dear Mr, Ennie:

For your information I am enoloaing a copy of
& letter to Senator Raymond E. Willis of Indiana sontairn-
ing information raquested by him in his letter of June 15,
to Seoratary Hull,

Very truly yours,

(Bigued) J.W, Pehl®

d. W, Pehle
Executive Direotor

N

Bdward J. Ennis, Direatop
Alien Enemy Control Umde,
Departuent of Justice,
Wlﬂhlngton, D. C,

Enolosure.
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My dear Mr, Seeretarys

Q//

I have regeived your commnication yf/June 21,
1944, (840,48 Refugees/6311) enclosing a oopyef a letter
of June 15, from Senator Willis in which ho, requests ocey~
tain information goncerning the Emergency Refuges Shelter
at Oswego, New York,

For your infermation I am enclesing a aopy of my
letter to Senator Willis, _ :

Very truly yours,

" (imned) 3. Peble

J o We P'hl'
Executive Dire¢ctoy

The Honorable Cordell Hull:
Secrotary of State
Waghington, D, C.

Enolosure.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 27, 1944‘:‘

- In reply refer to 840,48
Refugees/6311

The Secretary of State presenta his compliments
to the Executive Director of the War Refugee Board
ar réfers for his attention and action the attached
copy of a letter from Séenator Raymond E, Willis of
June %5; 1944, and & copy of the Department's reply
thereto.

It will be noted that the following paragraphs
of the letter from Senator Willis are referred for
reply to the War Refugee Roard:

"Under what provision of our immigration
lawa are these refugees received into our
country? ) : e

"How are they soreenséd for selsction fvom

the countries from which they come?

"Are they transported and mairtained at
government expense and wundéy what appropriation -
of Congress? o e

"W1ll they be permitted to go about our
country under visitors' visase"

Enclosuress

From Senator Willis,
June 15, 1944, °
To Senator Willis,




UNITED STATES SENATE
Committee on Naval Affairs -

~June 16, 1844

Honorable Cordell’ Hull
Secretary of State
Washington, D, G,

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have observed an announcement of propoeal to
receive one thousand refugees from the war-stricken
areas of Europe and have them quartered at Ontarilo,
New York., Will you please have the f0110w1ng 1n-
formation supplied to me?

Under what provision of our 1mhigration lawe
are these refugees received into our country?

How are they screened for eeleotion rrom the
countries from which they come? :

Are they tranaported and maintained at govern- -
ment gxpense and under what appropriation or Gon— R
gress P

Will they be ?ermitted to go about our coun— .
try under visitors' visas? _ e

How many people are in the United States rrom
European countries under viesitor's visas and are:
these vieas renewed at statutory perlods?

Are vieltors' visae granted on application
" in neutral or allled countriés to refugees rrom
axls countries?

I

Are they issued on instructions of the Btate
Dep:gtment or eome other authority of the govern-
men

Reapectrullyzyours;

RAIMOND E. wILLIS, Indiana
Raymond . E., Willis -~ "




In reply refer to
840,48 Rerugeea/sall

My dear Senator Willias:

I have recelved your letter of June 16, 1944,
requesting information conceérning the réoeption of
1000 refugees to be quartered at Ontario, New York,
and the issuance of visas, : ]

The following persgraphs of your letter have
been referred to the War Refugee Board for reply:

%Under what provigion of our 1mm1gration
lave are these refugees recelved into our
country?

"How are they screened for selection
from the countries from which they come?

YAre they tranaported and maintained at
government expense and under what- appropu
riation of Congress?

“Will they be permitted to go about our
ocountry under visitors! vigas?

The following paregraph has been ref@rhqd‘tb
the Department of Justice for reply: '

"How many people are in the United States =

from European countries under visitors!
visas and are these viaas renewed at
statutory perlods?® .

In respect to the last two paragraphs of your

letter concerning visitors' visas for refugees, yoh_
are adviged that

"The Honorable spplicants

Reymond E, Willis
United States Senate

oy =
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Qe

eppliocants for visitors! visas are . obliged hnder th§f ;
law to submit proof that they have an unrelinquiehed
domiocile abroad to which they intend to return after
the proposed vislt to the United States, It is dbw
viously difficult, if not impossible, for refugees
from Axie countries applying for vielitors®! visas in
neutral or allied countries to submit such proof.
However, such refugees from Axis countriee can apply
for visas for permanent residence under the quotas
which are open at present with respect to moat eouh-
tries of origin, Neither an immigration visa nor a
visitore! visas may be issued to a_natlverof the con-
tinent of Europe until_our Consule have recelved an-.
advigory approval from this Department,which carefully
considers the public safety of our country prior to
authorizing s visa, K

5 Sincerely yours,

QORDEYS BUER




