


JUl 6· 1944 

The SecretaJ'y or s~ate hae reoentl.y foMJal'ded to the War 
Refugee Board a oo.w of YOI.\.r let.tet::of June 15, 1944. ret~r,-1ng to 
the eetablbhment or the :&IIP.rgenoy Re.t\lse• Shelter in Fort Otii&l'l9 
at Onego, How York, tor the purpose of receiving 1,000 refu&eet . 
fl'OIII Italy. He hits requested the Board to anewe.- the followins tn• 
quiriea contained 1n your letterr 

}'Onder what provision of o~ immisration 4w• are ~hese 
re.t\lgeee received into our count~? 

"How are they screened tor eel.itotion ~,Ill the qountries 
t.rom whieh they aome? 

"Are they transported and maintained at govemrnent OJtpelJ$e 
and under what appropriat.lon of Oongrese? 

"Will they b' permitted to go about our country under 
v1o1tora 1 visas?" 

I am pleated to submit the following information in rosponpe 
to your inqubiee in thu order in which they appear in yoiU' let~r. 

l. 

I am advised that the Attorney Generaliil re~l,y to. a einiUal' 
inquley eet forth the lesal basis tol' bringing these· refugeee to 
the United States, aa tollowe• 

11
Theee refugees will not be Pflnnitted. tt> enter ~he 

United States under the immigratioA lnwa and there~ to 
obtain any rights to be at liberty in the United State• Cll" 
to remain here. Tho proposal, theretol'e, does not involvt 
setting aelde the immigration eta~tea. The propriety ot 
temporuril,y de~ning aliena in thla country. outside. of 
the requirements or the immigration laws has been recognized 
for many Years. One ot the earliest inat~U~cee of thb ..• 
practice occurred in tho Rueso-Japanoae war when thtl OJ'fl}'fa 
ot Rueaian war veaael11 "'~ interned 1r_t the Uni~ed @tate• 
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outside ot tbe regulal" procedlll'e \4fidti' t.tle ii!Jid&rat.l~ etat."t.••~ ' 
A recent illuat.~tion of the Pl'€tct~tce ie '$-t.'fc)~•d bi tile oa•• ot ... ·. · 
the Germnn, ItaliQil and Japal\tle national& Who be.ve be.n d~ , 
ported by Latin American oountrieJ~ t.0 the Unit.ei:l St,atea ~fl" ~ . 
arrangement whereby they· are interned .in· t)l1e countn- and ~:U · 
ultimat~ be repatriated to thelr c»t~n· countl\lea• · Silu1la_.l¥ 1 prisoners of war brought here for ~uet.ody <lo not entep umter tlle 
immigration 4n and they c>btetn no right to ~ horo ~r to 
be at llbertr within the cou.ntey. Fur obv1~ue roiuso~e1 t.hb ~~ 
a praotioe that can be followed only in e.ltctptS.onal 01i'ol.tlllet~U\o~•· 

"For your convenience, 1 enclose n copy ot the r•re,ltdf~t •a 
meaaage to the Conareae, dated J~mt 12, 19441 which indi~•t.•• 
that the present. propooal rol.atee to A parUcl&lal' erwp of per
eons who are now a burdftl to our milit.~ry .t'<>r~ea in ll$\ aotive 
theater or war opetatians and thQt Military necee•lty-~eq~rea 
some temporary dbpoeition ot them~ It. JNjy be pointed o11t that 
as an emeraencr 1111.tter these persons miSht. l)e · pmuitt.e\1 ~o enter 
the United Stat•• under the 1nunlsration lawe by waiv.ra ()f <:fOOl&• 
mente by the Secretary or state anc11 1t-neceeaarr1 by wld:ver ot· 
Bl'Ounde ot 1na~.heib1Ut.y by the Attomq General.,. Ito 'lid b ... 
lleved more deil1rable, however,· not w apply tbe lmm1grat.1on ,l4 .. , 
vll1ob create Yarioue dgbta and prtvilegea, but to dealld.t,h_tbif 
arou.p ae we have nth the prisoner~ of wnr and o~er Aldfit ~Uon"" 
ale who an adll11tted to tbie oountrt t.em,poraril,y and detain~ hi8re 
outside, bu.t not in viola~ion ot1 the 1mmi&Jiat.ion laq~ll -
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The mannel' 1n l'lh1ch the refugee.; wiU be aelected and soretrtlld J• 
set forth 1n the fo,Uol'd.ng cabled inatruoti,Oria b'o.ra t.he Preeli:llll\t to · Anbaeeaclor Murphy in Alsters• · · · ·. · · · · · · 

" In choosing th,(tetugeee to .be brought to ttle t1Jl1t•c:l 
States, please bear in mind .that to the extent poeeible those. 
refugees should be selected tor whom. ot.heJ' haYene or refug• are 
not. immedlately available. I ~holll.d however 1ikt .tho group :t-9 
include a reauonable propol'tion ot variolle cates.orib of jlt1'8f ... 
outed peoples wpo have fled tq Italy. 

11You should bear in mind that einoe the•• retug .. •. ue t.o 
be placed in a cup in the United Staha under. appropnat• eH\l.,.. 
ity reatrict1one, the prooe4ure tor the ·eeleot.ion·or tht refu$••• 
and an'angements for bringing thtm here should be aa oiaple and 
~editioue as poseible, uncomplicated by· any of the usual formal-· 
itiea involved in admitting peopM! to th• United Sta.tee under the 
immigration laws. 

"However, pleaae b'e &I.U'e tha'"' the rMOe .. aty· h•~lt.b ·.oh•oka 
are made to avoid bringing here person• at"i~ted with &ny·loa\b
aome, dangerous OJ' oontasioua d11saeeo11 
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... " ... ,., 
·· Vlith respeot to YOIU' thir~ inquiry, th• p,.__ident ~n a •I!'Or .. rulUJI~ · · 
dated June 8, 1944, to the Seontariee of War; Nayt~> Xntenoa-, th• · · 
Direotor of- 'the Budget, and the ~cutbe U1A41t.Or of tb4J lY•a+ Ref\lgel \ 

· 80&1'41 gave the following 1netruotionlf · · ' 

" (4) Until UNRRA ia in a poaition to aeeW!le the t~dal 
reeponeibilltiea involyed, the Blll'eau ot the Bu<~&et ahdl •• 
arrangements tor t1nano1ng the proj~tOtJ ueing to the extent ~·· 
sible any available lunda of the War JJep&l'tment, the l'ial" Reloo&• 
tion Author1 ty 1 and the r1ar He~g .. Board, and !tom the l<'o.re1p 
Ifill" ltellet appl'Opriatlon, and if neoeeeaey dnwins upoil the J'reei• 
dent 'a .I!Anergenoy l'Und • 11 

4. 
'fhe 1,000 refUgees~ as pointed out by the Attorney Oen•ral, will 

not be brought here under the 1mmigrat1on law•• l'berefCire they WiU not b$ 
permUted to go about the cou.ntJ~Y Wder vieitor1 1 v1UI!• Their t.-.atiHbt 
while in thill country will be aa out.lined 1n the Pre•ldent'e llltUISQt to Congrea11 

" Upon the term1nat1on of the 1YIU' they lllll be aent baok to 
their hOI!lelandt. Theao refugees uoe pJ'edOIJiinentl,y t110men and ohll• 
dren. The,y will be plaoed on the~.- arrival in a v•oat$1 ArnlJ 
camp on the Atlantlo Oontt where they tdU reruain under , appropriat• 
eeou.rity r .. triotioD*." 

For your complete 1nfol_'lllation, ooptea ot tho toll.owlng al"e 41!1olOeM 
herewith• ' . 0 • • 

1. The Pree1dent 1a meeeage to Congress ~ated ,~ ..... 12, l.944) 

2. The text of a cablegram dated Juno 91 19441 fi'Gil the Preaidtnt 
to Alllbasudor Robert Murphy in Algiel's and a me110rancil411i llent ·· ·· 
by the President on June 8, l944, to the Seontarie• of Wu,: 
Navy, Interior, the nueotor or ~e l3u.dget, and the . . 
Executive Dia-eotor ot th~,t WIU" n.tusee :Board. 

' Honoi'Able Ra,7Jaond E. Willie, 
U~ted Statea Senate, 
Washington, D. c. 
EnolOIIIU"ee. 

Verv truly YOIU'., 

&l.taaecl) "·'· .... 
J. VI. P•l.• 

B:uoutive Dinoto&> 
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JUL 6 1944 

Deu lfso. Ennie 1 

For your information I a enoloa~ a copy of 
a letter to St~Ultor ftaplond B. W1U1a of :tndiana aontatn
ins intoraaUon requested b;y bill in hie letter ot Jime 15; 
to Seoretary Hllll. 

.;· 
Bclward · J. lnnie, Direotor 
Ali~~ C<mtrol11n1t;' 
Dtpartment of Justice, 
Wallbingt.on, D. c. 

Jmolo~~~&n. 

J. lV. Pehle 
~outive Direotor 

/ 

----: 
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Jly dear .Mr. BeCl'etaey• / 
- 7 

I have reoeived your oommunioation ,1lune 271 1944, (840.48 Retua .. a/63ll) enoloeins a ooprJot a letter 
ot JW1e lJ, from Senato;r Willla in Whioh ho/t'eqlleata oeJ'"' 
tain information concerning the Bm.raenoy Retua•• Shelter 
at Oswego, Ne'it York. 

For your information I am ei\Oloe1ng a copy ot 1111 
letter to Senator Willie. · 

'l'he Honorable Col'dell Hull• 
Seoretar,v of State 
Washinaton, D. c. 

Enclosure. 

., . ..,~ ....... 
J. w. PetU. 

Execllt1ve Director 

c:.-.':.-.... ·· 



"' DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

In reply refer to 840.48 
Refugees/6311 

WASHINGTON 

June 2?, 1944 

The Seoretar.y of State presents his compliments 
to the Executive Director of the War Refugee·aoard 
and refers for his attention and action the attached 
copy or a letter from Senator Raymond E, Willis of 
June 15; 1944, and a copy of the Department's reply 
thereto. 

It will be noted that the follQwing paragraphs 
of the letter from senator Willis are referred for 
reply to the War Refugee Board: 

~Under what provision of our immigration 
lawe are these refugees received into our 
country? · 

"How are they screened for selection from 
the countries from which they come? 

"Are they transpo11ted and maintdned:at 
government expense and under what appropriation 
of Congress? ·· · 

"Will they oe pe11m1 tted to go abbut o~ 
COuntry unaer ViSitOl'S 1 Visas?" 

Enclosures s 

F11om Senator Willis, 
June 15, 1944. • 

To senator Willis. 

-·- !- ~- • 



UNITED STATES SENATE 

Committee on Naval Affairs 

Honorable Cordell'Hull 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D. o. 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 151 1944 

I have observed an announcement ot proposal to 
receive one thousand refugees from the war-stricken 
areas of Europe and have them quartered at Ontario, 
New York. WiU you please have the following in
formation supplied to me? 

Under what provision of ·our immigration laws 
are these refugees received into our country? 

HOw are they screened tor selection from the 
countries from which they come? · 

Are they transported and maintained at govern· 
ment expense and under \?hat appropriat1on.ot06n.;.. 
gress? 

Will they be verm1tted to go about our coun
try under visitors visas? 

. . 

How many people are in the United Stat~s from 
European countries under visitor's visas andare 
these visas renewed at statutory periods? 

Are visitors' visas granted on application 
in neutral or allied countries to refugees from. 
axis countries? • · 

Are they issued on instructions of the State 
Department or· some other authority or the govern~ 
ment? 

REW:C 

Respectfully .. yours 1 

RAYMOND E. WILLIS 1 Indiana 
Raymond E. Willie 

·.~··· 



In reply refer to 
840.48 Retugeee/6311 

My dear Senator Willis: 

I have received your letter of June ~6, 1944, 

requesting information concerning the reception or 

1000 refugees to be quartered at Ontar~o, New York, 

and the issuance of visas. 

The following paragraphs of your letter have 

been referred to the War Refugee Board for replyl 

"Under what provision of our immigration 
latTs are these refugees received into our 
country? 

"How are they so~eened tor selection 
from the countries from which they comet 

"Are they transporte~ and maintained ~t 
government expense and under whatcapprop.o 
riation of Congress? 

nwill they be permitted to fO about our 
country under visitors' visas? · ·. 

The following paragraph has been referr~d .to 

the Department of Justice for reply: 

"How many people are in the United States 
from European countries under visitors' · 
visas and are these visas renewed at 
statutory periods?" 

In respect to the last two paragraphs ot your 

letter concerning visitors' visas for refugees, you 

are advised that 

.,The Honorable 

Raymond·E. Willis 
United States Senate 

applicants 



' . 

applicants for v1sitors 1 visas are obliged under the 

law to submit proof that they have an unrelinquished 

domicile abroad to which they intend to return after 

the proposed visit to the United States. It is ob

viously difficult, if not impossible, for refugees 

from Axis countries applying for visitors' visas in 

neutral or allied countries to submit suoh proor. 

However, such refugees from Axis countries cnn apply 

for visas for permanent residence under the quotas 

which are open at present with respect to most coun

tries of origin. Neither an immigration visa nor a 

visitors• visas may be issued to a native or the oon~ 

t1nent of Europe until our Consuls have received an 

advisory approval from this Department which carefully 

considers the public safety of our country prior to 

authorizing a visa. 

Sincerely yours; 

. • I ' ' ~ . ~ : 
I,,,_.. 

. ~- . 


