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FROJ.:: J.LR. SClf.IARZ 1 S OFF ICE 

I hn"ce I:r d a cnll fr0"' '!e.y CrP ig, proRid<mt. of 
~}H'! ,~~or/-:-,_' s ~j~~tin-:1al PrP.SS Cluh, r,brn.tt hc.'ring 
JOU. ftS t~;.e 0'-lC~t Gpe&1::tl!~ E'.t E'. j:_nner here in 
.h.:Jril. She subbe5~t·d 1 ... ~ ~·:.: ll or l ... pril 25. 
-r~e i.ief<. i~ -~-.hr.J i-': v.-(Y•ll::l ~-;p :,·our first ''{E~hingtnn 
dpeecr~ L:1d I !-LR~_-f'" :--rr-!.U.Red ~,o c~c; 't:hc~ l. coul1i 
to sne thPt ~-·ou !lO-c only acr~ppted -th~ invit~tion 

.!'o::- one o: ~J-,o.se dE,J....F;s, but ~hf+- yo'..l W'Juld aooe:pt 
no e ,rli~r n:rws in \kshinc-l::;on. 

?or ::··;ur :':..11..nor~Y-~.tion it is cnly -tl:o "~nost ir.!J01~tant 11 

?€D='le :'or w!'-!0!1 ~h~ Fr,~ss Clut throv1s dinner 11l('Otint;n 
So :::: Ylf-nt ~;nu ~~a btovT ~}:c~ :Tou nrf' 1jei11(; '-1onored, 
~rC'Ti". the e2.-.t~: 1 s :1o:..:n~ o:i' 'riP-w. 

I r.s\:cd ]'£..:' if H wnulcl be sntisfEcctory if you 
a,Ja & talk e1o:e+;ly o:':'-tl:e-~eco!'d Ecnd she s~.id 

s~~ wo11:~ prefer thst, provided yo\t gave a little 
somethinc; on-t.he-rccOJ'd t.hs t could ce used for 
nows stories. 

I he-n~ Shiel I wonl·i try .~co t;i ve her your answer 
';ode.y. j,5 Press Club p;,]}J.i:oi+;:l choirl"l&n, I would 
h&!ldle tht:· udvo nee pub~ici ty. 

V. M. H. 



-
OUTLINE CF ~PEECH TO PE 'i IVEN BY JOHN \'.f. PEHLE.,jEXlWUTIVE 
DIRECT0R OF TiiE WAR REFUGEE BOARD, BEFORE THE WOMEN'S 
NATIONAL ?P.ESS CLUB AT THE WILLARD HOTEL, WASHINGTON, AT 
2__ p • lr. , A?P. IL ll, 1944 • 

I. Introduction 

In a sense I feel like a pariah tonight, f.or I am 
here ~ith a story which, in par~ur readers cannot 
yet be told. However, I promise you this. What can be 
told will be strictl.y accurate. It will be the truth. 

For Government to tell the stri~t t~to the 
peoQ_le is, 1n my mind, essE:ntial to the success of our 
democratic process. It is my JOb to tell the truth; it 
is yours to felrthe peot?e. That applies to what our 
Government does here atome. Even with respect to our 
Government's dea!illgs-witli other governments, it is 
essential that whatever Information n-lspOSSible to 
give out be strictly accurate and ~thri&~t. 

I want to talk with complete candor and will do so 
as far as possible. Two reasons why I must withhold some 
of the facts. First, a natural disinclination to .count 
our chickens before they are hatched. Second, too ·much 
candor rtight hinder operations. 

II. The Board and its assignme~t 

A. As you all know, the War H.efugee Board was . 
created by the President's executive order of Januarl 2~. 
It was an unusual order, clearly stating the Government's 
poliJly in this field and carrting a s tron~ a:irectfve.~ .... 
Board members -- Hull~ Morgen ~hau, ana Shmson: three 
top cabinet officers. The Board was charged with car>rying 

I 

out the policy of the U. S. "to take all measures within 
· ~ts_l)Q~6l! .iQ._r..eJLQ.Y~~.Y.ictim~ of ene!!!L..9..RE!.essiO~.ie 
'ln 1mm1ne~ danger ofifeatli-alla-oilierw1se~ford those 

( victims ail- ossrble-rei1eTana8:SsisTance---ccin'sTiL'"l~l1..(.:Jd.th 
- the suci:"e ss:ttrr~~ro'secution"'iil:::tlie ..... v.FF.'-n--~·~ . ---~-... --~---...E: ... ~k-----·---~·- . ~. 

.· .; .. ·,:, 
' 

· .. ;. 

--- ~~ -· .. 
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B. AdJainistration 

One of the rewards of Government service is the 
opportunity to seeone 's own r<Ieas of how a mo e.cy 
should work actuall o e e. 1s is especially 
true 1n e w 10 e field of administration. I have 
some thoughts on administration which will ser~e to 
u oint up what t he_jyar ..b-.ill£~2~.9.. c 5!Jl-D.nd.. &.L\nD.Q..t 
be expected to 9-.2-t. . . , 

A Government a!ency, .2.§I'ticularly an emer~y 
a~, must clear y defin~:its obje£fiJis. They 
must be as precise and H:~ited as po~sible, The 
President's execuhve order gave the War Eefugee 
Board a clear and concise statement of objectives. 
It directed it to perform a plain and simple life­
saving job. I fu~ determined that the Board shall 
not take on other functions and thereby neglect 
the all-important one of saving lives. We are an 
emergency agel_lcy and we are going to act Jjke o.n.e. 
we-are not going to succumb to the temptation of 
of taking on other tasks such as looking after ~ ~ It-
refugees whQpllt~e- already rescued, e. g. 88Y8Ffrl' · . 
million Pi£u8ihl'f in Ru ia.-- - Ct::· 

Ut GL&f..~.~..rJ. ~ ~-t~a.4·' I ......... ~-~, 
A Government a n y should oper~e with'~a-s=-----~ 

small a staff as ossible commensurate with the 
size of the job."' Wherever possible the War Refugee 
Board is using ~lie personnel and facilities of 
other Government departments (notably State, 
Treasury and War) to avoid duplicating and 
overlapping. We·have 25 full-time professional 
employees, vitally concerned with the work they 
are doing. We recognize that the res'cue Job i,s 
too big to be done by any one group il'Oiie ;. 
consequently We are d1rect1ng our efforts to~d 
clianneling, s t:iml?"lt:E tl~1];1 __ ap~~~UJ]~.~-Q!:k. 
of other groups, puol1c alUrprlvAte, 1nstead of 
trymg to dofJl!nttte and co;fitrol tlie whole field 
ourselves. 

,. 
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We are cooperating with and learning as much 
as possible from other Irou~s that have had 
ptevious experience j nbeefJJgee fj e1d, Many 
practical and feasible ideas submitted. Conferences 
with leaders. Suggestions being carrie.d out, · 

.[:" 
To perform successfully in the refugee field · l 

it is essential to have the lull cooperation of · 
1
1 ,. L: 

the State .D:iartment and the for§lgn. sernce,~~pf~.·. 
1adiii Blillfillil R 9 J WI li!ij ;-;. To aid us in our tas·k, . V · ('' · 
at ~he outset all U. S. diplomat~ and consl;llar · . /Ur~ .. !; 
off1cers were ~ent cle~r and unm1stakable l:lStr~otlo?;s ) J .• ·.·.•·.·.· 
"to do everyth1n~ posSlble to effectuate th1~ "~.• . 1fl'tt}F 
Government's pollcy as announced by the Pres1dent, ~·. i 
bearing in mind the urgency of the problem." " ·~ f,: 

!.';_:. 
},.: 

The War Refugee Board is directly res¥onsible 1·) 
and accountable . to the" Pr~ent and ins ructed · 
to work with UNRRA, Intergovernmental Committee; 
and other appropriate international organizations. 

C. Policies 

Board not concerned with seekin~ out and 
rescuing s~ecifiv individuals. It 1s congern~~' 

·with saving masses of' lives, 

As I have said, we are not concerned with 
refugees already rescued, excett as they may 
interfere'with the rescue olr o hers. 

Board is asking other governments to take 
parallel action. U. S. must lead. No desire to 
act unilaterally. 

~------- ----------- -~---·-·------
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D. Examples of Activity 

I am sure the question uppermost in your minds 
is: \Vhat are we doing? Of that I shall tell you • 
what I can on the recor~. ~ T;j UtA ~~Ht-<J 

Through J:'' 1: 1 He- channel sA satellites have 
been warned that they will be well-advised in 
their own interests to take advantage of such 
opportunities as may be available to them in the 
future to permit refu~ees to depart across their 
borders into territor1es of any neutral countries 
which may be prepared to receive them. They haye 
been told that u. s. Government viewn ;!t~ great 
sertousness !!ny cofftinuiilion nf pol j j .. f 
ersecution, and~.~~§..i.bJ&.. 

Par 1cu ar y s rong pressure has been placed upon 
Rumania to bring back from T~nsnistria (expla1n 
where it is) the large number of' Jew1sh refugees 
which had been shipped to that area. Directly 
as a result of the pressure exerted by the War 
Refugee Board over 40,000 refugees have recently 
been brought bacf{ from Transmstria. 

t 
I 

J 

l 
'-J .. c·-
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Many obstacles have been overcome by the Board 
and by 1fr. Hirschmann despite the jmportance of 
shbping to our mili tart effo;c.ts.. Word from 
Ist~nbul tfiat ~~g Jewls1 refugees transferred 
March 31 at Istanbul from ship directly to train 
destined for Palestine. 

We are pressin~ neutrals to open way for flow 
of refugees from occupied areas, to relax border 
controls, and announce willingness to accept 
refugees. We have indicated that we will arrange 
for maintenance of refugees and for their trans­
portation to temporary havens. St_veral actu~l 
evacuatiOQ_QR,erations going_on. ProJects under 
ausp1ces of private agencies under way. 

Cooperation with Neutr~ls 

Swedish Government was helpful in assisting 
most of Jewish uopulation of Denmark·to escape 
to Sweden. 

Swiss Government has been similarly helpful 
in r·escu1ng relugeM and in giving humane treatment 
to the thousands who have sought asylum within its . 
borders. 

Snain should serve as a r~ll.ervoi.t:. ta. ... oo, ,t'j 1 led 
from time to tune and emiti.e.d. Problem there is 
three-±ofa: gethng :?eop e in, helping.support those 
who are m, and getting those who are 1n to leave 
so more can come in. If we allow many refugees to 
accumulate in Spain,, the Spanish authorities at the 
torder will be less willing to allow refugees to 
co1ne in, e.g. Sephardi c Jews. , 

Spain is one of the two most important outlets 
remaining in Europe. In_yiflw at ffi1 l1t!ry 
dav.elorment~.i~ the Balk~~AiD_ma~ be the sole 
r.@laimng outle.t. .It is therefore ess~ 

""*"r-~ ... ·-
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Turkish Go7errunent has authorized transit 
visas for Jewish refugees en route to Palestine, 
but only a fraction used due to obstacles to their 
departure from Axis-occupied territory, First 
groups of Jewish children evacuated from Bulgaria 
have arrived in Palestine. Beginning of a 
continuous movement. 

On the Psychological Front 

~2.!!,..2E .. J.he ,~Qgig.al.-ff~llS 
the President's n_npng warning .?!.J&l:r~@ . ..?~W:.Jo 
Germany ana: Fler sa tel~$tl'r-tne consegue.nces of 
rrrrtfier nersecutions of the Jews. It stated that 
"this Government wiJJ use all m~ans at its cqnunand 
to aid the escane .9~-dirosrof :the Na.z.i....an.d 
J~ executi~ner -.,::,..l:.ftg,ru:dl.{l~n 
or color. II Tins heavily underscored the work owr 
had previously done in the field of pyschological 
warfare. Ti:nely because of Hungarian and Rumanian 
si tnation. Everything being done we know of to do. 

'.,·: 



~'(I_: rv:. Finances 

Mone~ is being sent aproad thanks to Treasury's 
decision to lift restrictions in the Tradin,g_ with 
t~ct both with communications with enemy· 
terri tory and financial transactions with enemy 
territory to extent necessary to aid the War Refugee 
Board. · 

Finances no problem for the War Refuge'e Board. 
No project has failed to go rorward for lac~ a:r­
funds. Magnitude of no project under consideration 
has been limited by lack of funds. When and if 
more funds are needed, we know they will be 
availaple from public or private sources. 

t-~ 1' 
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Our record must be judged in terms of how much has 
been done that can be done. _.~That is difficult for . 
people on the outside to do. We are grappling· with '~· · 
a great human problem. It must be solved in the 
shortest possible time. We are not satisfied with 
what we have done. I suspect we never shall be. But 

''· I can assure you that we are making progress. ,--:-f'v 
\ ~}t/.ft--"'''" 

-------cnoN (If~ fffCoK.D· i>Ut l~.o4 ~.~J.~ T~ 
~~ ~ e-M [6 i~f.71.-U tUt)wo.r!JJ 

itt ~lk.~·~~ 7L ~x~ ~7~ 
~ (A..u...t nl tA>a.Jt ·R:tb.u.,[£. ~e.-~ .,.., 


