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JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE
176 East Broadway J

New York, N. Y.

December 17, 1943

V

Honorableé Breckenridge Long,
Aseistant Secoretary of State
8tate Department
washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Long:

I want to thank you for sending me & CODY of
your testimony before the Committee on Foreign Affalrs.
The members of the Administrative Committee of our
organization, and I, read it with a great deal of
interest and profit.

We are indeed happy to know that the fate of the
Jewish people in the NaziOdominated iands is of deep
concern to our government and 8tate Department. At
the ssme time, however, we take the liberty of calling
your- attention to a number of statements made by you
before the House Committee whioch beg for correctlon,
since they might ultimately result in haerm to the
distressed and tortured Jews of Europe, whom we are
mutually endeavoring to help.

We are particularly referring to your remark on
page 23 of the publiehed proceedinge of the hearling
where you say: uye have taken into this country, sinoce
the beginning of the Hitler regime and the persecution
of the Jews, until today, approxlmately 580,000 refugee

According to the official annual reports of the
Department of Labor and the Department of Juetice, only
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476,930 allens were admitted into the United Btates for

the deoade beginning July 1, 1933 and ending June 30, 1

943,
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Of thie number, it ie our bellef, a deduction should

be made for the aliens coming from non-invaded countries (
(Canada, Mexlco, and Certral and South American countries)
numbering 163,666, and about 17,232 who arrived here from
Asia, Africa, and other parts of the world, other than
Europe. From the whole of Europe, then, during the ten
year perlod in question, only 296,032 entered the United
States. ’

The number of Jews among these, according to official
reporte, was only 185,756, ’

To be sure, during thie ten year period about 43,000
Jews entered this country on various temporary visas. Thess,
hovever, cannot simply be added to the 166,766, because up
to 1939 all temporary visitors were obliged to return to
their respective countries, and since 1639, people with_
temporary visas were asked to apply for permanent vigas,
but in order to recelve them, they firet had to depart from
the United Btstes to such neighboring countries as Canada, .
Fexieco, and Cuba, and then re-enter on the baasls of g
perianent visa. In this case, they were counted in officlal
State Department statistics as new alléns sdmitted to the
United States.

We wish to emphasize that the number of Jewish allens
admitted into the United States since the wapr -- from
July 1, 1939 to June 30, 1043 -- sccording to official
reports by the Labor Department, the Department of Justice,
and the Commissioner of Naturalization and Immigration,
toteled only 75,995:

From July 1, 1939 to June 30, 1940....36,945
From July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1941....23,737
From July 1, 1941 to June 30, 1942.,,.10,608
From July 1, 1942 to June 3C, 1943.... 4,705

And yet, these four years were the most tragic in the
lives of the Jews under ‘Hitleriem, since it was in thie
verlod that the Nazl campaign of Jewish extermination
reasched ite climax.

"~ You stated, among other things, that "hundreds of
thousands of refugees who fled from Poland to Ruseia,

finally
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finally eettled in Siberia," and that "about 100,000

of them trickled down eagt to Iran and we subgeguently-
plcked them up there." According to our knowledge,
there were not many Jewlsh victims of Hitlerism in Iran.
If at all poselble, we would be very grateful to you
for some additional information on this point, eince 1t
le of tremendous intereet to the Jewish Labor Committee.

Your testimony deplcting the movement of refugees
from country to country, and their sufferinge and agonies,
is indeed dramatic snd permeated with human compassion.
But we are confident that you will agree with us that
more cen be done, e£nd muet be done, to rescue from total
extermination the remnants of the Jewigh men, women, and
children vho ory out to us from the Nazi ghettos and 1
liquidation camps of Europe.

Sincerely yours,
JEYISH LABOR COMMITTEE

v
Adolph Held,
CHAIRMAN
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In reply refer to
VD 840.48 Refugees/4818

My dear Dr. Goldman:

In your conversation with Mp. Long on September 16,
1943 you presented certain proposals for assistin,
surviving groups of Jewlsh people who still remein in
enemy-ogcupled territories of Europe. This matter was
referred to the American Embasay at London on September 29,
to be presented to the ntergovernmental Committee on
Refugees, The Department is now in recelipt of a telegram

' from London, dated November 29, outlining the steps- belng
taken in connection with your proposals., The pertinent
faots ocontained in thig report as well as other develop=-

ments which have taken place are precented below for
N your information,

The Director of the Intergovernmental Committee
hae oommunicated with the International Red Oross &t
Geneva requesting that organization to supply at the -
earliest possible date, a list of projests ‘whioh .oan
be recommended as praoticable for aesisting the groups
in question. The International Red Cross has not as
yet been able to reply, but it is expected that a reply
wlll be received in the near future 88 the urgenoy of - =
the eituation has been fully explained. The International
_ Red Cross has also been asked to gonslder arrangements
L whereby funde might bve placed at itg , ~en
" 1t to take advantage of opportunities as they arise of
moeeting emergency needs. Suoh arrangements, it was

_pointed
. ,
Dr. Nehum Goldman,

World Jewish Congress,

330 Weat Forty-second Street,
New York, New York,
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,f% pointed out, would be dependent upon the fulfillment
of three oconditions: First, that the German Government
obtain no benefit from the exeoution of any project;
second, that there must hbe assurance of supplies ‘
reaching the intended beneflolaries; and third, that an
agoount be rendered. In considering the above propoasal
the International Red Oross was msked to aubmit an eatimate
as to the amount whioh At might be necessary to expend
during the next three months.

As goon ag the neceesary information is avallable
from the International Red Croas and speoifie projeots
are reocommended, the material will be presented to the
Exeoutive Committee of the Intergovernmental Committee
for aotion. In the meantime, faotual data ie being
gathered by the Director of ﬁhe Oommittee from both
private and governmental sources whioh will shiow what
18 belng done and the moeet offeotive neansof rendering
assistanse to those in enemy territory. The Department
has recently given considerable information of this
sort to the Intergovernmental Committee in order that

it pight have as muoh information as possible upon which
N to base its aotion.

You of course recognire the complications and
difflculties whioh arise in an undertaking of sush wide
8cope but you may rest assured that all possible effort
1s being made to provide assiatance for those who ao
urgently need help, s

8incerely yours,

H. K. Travers
Ohief, Visa Division
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Mggogandgg on Ways and Means to Bave
yi -

. {
the Jewish People of Europe

4
SUBMITTED TO: Hon. Edward R, Btettiniua,
Under-Beoreta of ate /

BY: The Emergency Com-
n

tee to Bave. The

it -
Jewisgh People of Eupgpe

DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM:

The problem of the Jews of Europe is a
specific war problem and not merely a part of the refugee problem,
It ooncerns the some 4,000,000 Jewe who are

European countries occupied by Hitler or und

lives of millions of people has not even been put on the Agenda of the
United Nationsg' leanders for

Two years have passed since the Nagzis R
embarked on their campaign to exterminate the Jews of Europe. :

] " Aocording to coneervative estimates, about 2,000,000 or more have
? already been annihilated. 8ti11, nothing whatever has been under-

taken by the United Nations to stop the massaore and to save the
surviving Jews.

It 18 not true that nothing oan be done
before victory 1e won. Much could be done if there were an earneat
desire on the part of the demooratic bowers, partioularly the

; United States and Great Britain, to make the necessary efforta.

- If something is not done and the present
polloy of inection is all

owed to continue, a million or more Jewish
men, women and children will be overtaken b

¥ horrible and useless
death, from whioh most of them could have b

een saved,
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Memorandum on Ways and Means to Bave
the Jewish People of Europe

The action which oan and muet be under-
taken by the United Nations is twolfold:

1. Enaoction of steps to foroe Nazgi-
Germany and her satellites to stop the mase
murders,

II. Trensfer of the Jews from Nazi-dominated
countries to territoriss cutside their ocortrol.

I. Bteps to force Nazi-Germany and her satellites to stop the mags
murders,

In order to halt the bersacutions, 1t is
necessary first of all to make clear beyond any doubt that the
atrocities against the Jews provoke as much indignation on the
part of the United Nationg as the atroocities against all other
peoples, and will lead to the same degree of retribution,

Not once since the war began has President
Roosevelt or Mr. Churchill mentioned the Jews of Europe in their
speechee to the vorld, even when those speeches .dealt with and
elaborated upon the suffering of the-various pecples of Europe
under the cruel yoke of Nazi occupation, e )

- statement on atrocities published by President Roosevelt, Prime

Minister Churchill and Premier 8talin, which specified not only
nations and countries, but algo varlous groups such asg "peasante

It 18 irrelevant whether one considers to
the Jews a nation, a people or a religious group., The faot is’that
the Nazis exterminate Jews as Jews, They are g specifloc entity
bearing the brunt of the atrocities. These victime must be oalled
by nems, . -

The fact that no action has been undertaken
on the plight of the European Jews and that it has been so con-
slestently ignored by the United Nations, has created in the Nazi
c¢riminal mind the definite impréseion that the Allies are not
concerned with their fate, This impression, therefore, 1s serving
to intensify their campaign of extermination,

The following eteps are recommended:

A. A specific statement regarding the
atrooltles committed agalnst the Jews, by

President Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchilli -

and Premier 8talin, along the lines of the
general statement reoently published,
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Memorandum on Wayes and Means %o Save:
the Jewish People of Europe .
B. A warning to Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary
and Vichy-France that they will be held accountable and will be
punished for every Jew foroibly deported from these countries for
murder by the Nazis. '
(Comparatively few Jews have been killed
in these countries, but more than 600,000 were deported by them to
Poland, where moet of them have been murdered.)

Such a warning, at the present stage of the
war, may be effective in stiffening the attitude of the eatellites,
and thereby preventing additional deportations of their ciltizens.

C. A systematic campalgn of getting these
facte and warnings to Germany and her esatellites through the medlums -
of leaflets dropped during bombing operations, short-wave radio, eto.

The following measure, too, should be glveﬁ
consideration:

The population of a German city whose
military obJectives have been bombed by the Allies should be in-
formed by means of leaflets, radio, ete., that the city was chosen
for that particular bombing in retaliation for the murder of such
and so many Jews by local Nazis., Thie ocould induce the population
to demand the stopping of atrocities against, the Jews,

II. Transfer of the Jews from Nazi~dominated countries to
territories outside their control.

A. It must be made clear first of all to.
all European nations that every Jew escaping Nazl death and finding
his way to United Nations territory will be admitted and glven-
temporary shelter, :

(A1l neutral Bweden had to do was to make &
declaration to this effect. As a result, in a few days some 6,000
Jews were rescued,) ,

B. Neutral countries have to be impressged ~
and prevalled upon to adopt the same policy as a general praotice,.

0. Arrangements should be made for the
establishment in several neutral and Allied territories, such as
Turkey, Bweden, Bwitzerland, Portugal, Bpain, Morocco, Algeria and
Libya, of special reservation camps into which all esocaping Jews can
be brought for temporary shelter and care,
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Memorandum on Ways and Means to 8ave
the Jewish People of Europe.

With the sizes of these camps varying to
accomodate some ten to thirty thousand people each, approximately
200,000 Jews could be thus rescued.

Only when they will have reached these
camps will the doomed Jews of Europe become refugees; only from
that point would they fall under the Jjurisdlotion of the Inter-
Governmental Committee on Refugees. With the help of thie
Committee they could be traneferred from the reservatlon camps into
varioues United Nations and neutral territoriee and, particularly,
into Palestine where some 600,000 could be accomodated and taken
care of during the war periocd. By thie process of constantly
emptying the various reservation oamps, new arrivals ocould be
accomodated regularly.

In this way, via Turkey and the other
countries, several hundred thousand Jews ocould be evacuated and
saved in the very near future.

This 18 a difficult problem, requiring
serious, concentrated efforts. Only a gecifioc agenoy, charged
exclusively wlth the task of rescuing the European Jews, would be
able to carry out effectively this compllicated work.

Such an agency would provide the necessary
machinery for motion, would take advantage of existing possibilities,
and find new ways and means for effecting the rescue of this trapped
people. The very fact of the establishment of such an agenoy-would
greatly improve the situation of the Buropean Jews, showlng the
importance attached to the problem by the United Btates, and by the
Allles, especlally if it would become an agency of the Unlted Natlons
as a whole, It would also release the demooraclies from thelr ehare
of the responsibility before God and hlstory.

(Copied by VD:RU:GF)




Yes when
we get
fun@e.

We would
require
permission
from EH &
Treasury,
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~~MEMORANDUM-~
January 16, 1944

TC: A ¥r, Travers

FROM: Krs, Crp#e

vith reference to despatoh no. 12660, December 8,
from London, enclo ing a copy of g communication from
Sir Herbert Emerdson and reports from the International
Red Cross and the American Joint Distribution Gonmittee,
the following pointe are referred to and in some
instances request reply or ol-a:rification:

At the suggestion of Sir Herbert the .repregentative
of the International Red Cross at London cabled Geneva
asking that funds be placed at ite disposal to enable it to
meet emergenoy needs. In paragraph #2 of 8lr Herbert
Emeraon'e letter of December 7, International Red Crogs
suggests the sum of 300,000 Bwﬁss'France for this purpose.

He indicsted approvalL Do we concur?

In telegram #7866, November 11, from London, & lstter
from Director of 1UC states he underetands the procedure.
would be for the lesuance of licenses for the puprchase of
food and supplies in Neutral countries.

In paragraph #2 of 8ir Herbert's letter of Deocamber 7, ™'

1t was slso suggested by International Red Cross that 1t
be given authority to make purchases in Rumania and Hungary.

Er. Long in s Memo assured FD that the purchases
would be made in Neutral countries only.

Do we approve purchesee in Hungary and Rumania?

In paragraph #3 of S1ir Herbert's communication of

December 7, he outlines points congerning financisl

arrangements

U
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arrangements whioch rejquire clarification as follow!:

{a) ¥What pert of the funde, if any, will be
supplied from private eources? and
{b) ere the British and American Governments

Yes - Private prepared to.share the cost in so far as 1%t is
organs. %o rut not met from nrivate funda?

up two million ' ’ :

we to share witiy telegram #6009, September 29, to London we said

Britiesh

that Dr. Goldman etated that the Jewish people ln thie

8 million.country could ralee approximately $2,000,000; that he

thought the total coet would be sbout §10,000,000;

" that we had informed Dr. Goldman that the Executlve

Comrittee of the IGC had been established in London to

act on proposals of this nature and that we had agreed

© . with Zritieh Ooverament to Jolntly underwrite the cost
of specific projects such as he dederibed; that we would
briag thie matter to the attentlon of .the Executive

Coms tttee and the British Government and would be pre-

- zered to share with-Great Britaln the cogts of specific
_nrojecte approved by the Executive Gommittee. -

Presfint

‘the IaGC.

‘Shall we reiterate therfaet:thaﬁ Jewish organizations

7 sre prepared to contribute ¥,000,000 and say that we will
“Juet-ap- contribute §4,070,0.0, Great Briteln aleo to contribute
proved & .4,300,000% -
we are . - DA o o G

- geking Con- Aleo in the eame parsgraph as sbove Sir Herbert aeks
%rees for ¢conflrmstion thet the IGC should be the authority:
-m11lion, : L o :
S {1) through which funde aré placed at the disposal
of the Internstional Red Crose,:
(#) to which the Internstional Red Crose would e .
render regular acgounts, and o TEe -
(#) which would be redponsible to see that the
conditione attaching to the grant are satisfled
) by -the International Red Cross. .
.I belleve : : . ’
He further suggésts that thir should apply to prlvate

funds ae well as Government funds and refers to the recom-
mendatioh adopted at the neeting of ., the Executlve Com:lttee.
.on Augn9€'4 which gives the Exeocutive Committee the power
to receive and dlsburee public and private funds. He
- puggests that the project under conasideration may be used
" to insugurste the principle of utlilizing the Lxecutive

Committee




See sbove
(I believe

the 1GC).

See later
telegram,
(#7745,

Dec. 77)

Seems
o.k. to
me.

-3~

Commlttee for the expenditure of privste funds.
Do you wish to comment?

In hie letter to the Embasey dated November 10,
referred to his telegram #7866, November 11, the Director
states he requires informetion conceraning vhat is being done by
Allied Governments for thélr own nationals and aleo what
private organlzatione are doing for the Jewlsh peoples, 1n
occupled territories.

In his letter of December 7, 8lr Herbert encloees
& memorandum prepared by Mr, Schwartz of the Joint Distribution
Comnlttee concerning ald by certain Governments and the
J.D.C, glven to the refugees in question.

Sir Herbert in his letter dated November 10, referred
to above, also asks that informatlion be sent to him congerning
licenees iesued by the Treasury. Thie wae done in telegram
#7745 of December 7. ‘However, Sir Herbert had not received
it when he wrote hie letter of December 10. In that letter
he suggests that when aseistance 18 offered by reliable
organizatione all encouragement should be given, conslstent
with conslderations of polloy.

Sir Herbert further suggests that it might ‘be- -convenient
to deeignate the IGC aes the authority through which private
organizations would epproach the Americen snd British
Governments for licenses directly concerned with relief of
refugees in Europe, and be the authority responsible for
the satisfactory fulfillment of oonditione imposed. He does
not wieh coneideration of thie last proposal to delay the. .-
specific project under consideration. o

Do you wish to comment?
8ir Herbert states in hieg letter of December 7 that

when the queetions pertaining to finanoial arrangements
hsve been clarified the proJject will be presented to the 1GC.

VD:RU:MCCrowe:GF - ' .
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- EMERGENCY COMMITTEE To Save

p |

The Jewisgh Poople Of Europe

INITIATED BY THE EMERGENCY CONFERENGE HELD IN NEW YORK-

JULY 20-26, 1943

/
{

January 17th
1944
Mr, Howard X, T?avera

Chief, Visa Diviasion (Dg5°gsfede1thvh1m
Department of state v te ep‘°“§K5;‘
Washington 26, p, g,

Dear 8ir;

I am in receipt or your letter of January 15,
which 18 in reply to ours addressed to Mr, Bneoktnridge
Long of December 28th,

date facts and to asg

818% in efforts towards resouing
the Jewish people of

Europe. Kow, on January 17th, -
"ander donsideration, "

rney of our reprg-
sentatives, why don't you say go squarely?

The seoond part of your letter 1g even-moreAdtai
tressing. You gaiqd: “The Department has upon sev-

Jewlsh organizations whioh are operating on bshalf

of refugees Jointly select persons who could reprege
sent theip interests. Thus far, t

recelved no word that this step hag been taken," -

I do not see how such an argument ocould be
advanced against our Committee, which is not, as
you pald, a "Jewigh organization,' and whieh algo
is not operating *in behalf of refugees. !

Ours ig g non-geotarian organization composed
of Americans of all oreeds and national extrac
who eseek to gecure aid for some four million Jews
now faoing extinetion at the hands or Nazi Germany.
¢ There are scores of ug non-Jews in thisg Committee

gorking as devotedly and ag hard as 1tg other mem-
ers. .

I therefors take the liberty or suggeating that
your attitude towards our request has been baged upan

0%08/8903n oy 8%°0%8 .

he Department hag e T
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2. Mr. Howard K, Travers . :
January 17th, 1944 : o

a misapprehension, We do not seek to send represen-
tatives abroad in the interests of refugees. Thias
indeed might be duplication, since thers exists the
Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees, on whioh
our country is represented,.

But there does not exist any governmental body
to deal with the specific and urgent problem of the
Jews of Europe, nor does there exist any other !
Amerleoan Committee which wae oreated specifically
for this task, Ours is the only body of citizens
whioh has gotten together for this purpose exziu-
sively, as a result of the deep shock which wag fell
by every Ameriean who has learned the facts of the
disaster whioh has befallen the Jews of Europe.

Ve felt, therefore, that much good ocould result Af
our representatives could g0 %o suoh neutral coun-
tries as Turkey and 8pain, in order to verify on

the spot as to ourrent poasibilities for offdotuating
the rescue of Jews from Europe.

I regret exceedingly that bsoause of laock of .
clarity on the subject, the question has been delayed °
80 long, and I have used frank and straight expressgions
in this letter out of my deep anxaesﬁ to olarify the
situation, My whole activity with the Emergency COom-
mittee emanates from a sence of duty to help save R
innocent human 1lives, Every day that passes brings = -~ -

. death to thousands of Jewa in Europe. I want to be

¥ able to say that we have done all humanly possible

to attempt to save at least some of tiem from this
useless death,

Because of the grave humanitarian 1mp6rtanoe
which we attach to this problem, we are taking the
liberty of addressing a copy of this letter to

Seoretary Hull, I trust and pray that the Department
will review 1ts stand in this matter, - - .

8incerely yours,

/8/ Dean Airango
Co-Chairman
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“EPARTMENT OF STATE

e -

EASTERN HEMISPHERE
January 21, 1944

VD -~ Mr. Ribble:
/

Re: Refugees

Attached plesse find a memorandum to Mr., Pehle of
the Treasury, which I believe you will find self-explan
atory, .

/ This matter originated 4n a conference which Rabbi
Kolmanowitz had with Mr. Berle on Tuesday last. T,
Hooker of Mr, Berle's office advised me ‘that I was to
take such actlon as might beineceassary to expedite the
iseuance of sn appropriate llcensge, Accord1n$ly, I
called Mr, Schmidt this morning (in Mp, Pehle's office),
and the attached memorandum merely confirme our telephone
conversation, .

Mr, Bchmidt advised me that he would have the matter
looked into immedistely, and would, if possible, arrange
for e license to be issued without the filing of a formal
application by the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, etoc.

”~ )

This afternoon, Mr, Michael Tress, the secretary of .
the organizetion, called Mr, Berle, and ¥r, Hooker had ¥
him transferred tc me, I advised laxr."'I"ress of the present.
status of the matter, and told him that I had every hoper”
that the license would be lssued within the next day, 'I.
then asked Mp. Trese if he could give me a few further.
particulare which would be of assistance in drafting a
license, In particular, I asked him whether he could.
state in what countrles the operations would take place,
He advised me that the refugees in question were now in
Poland, and the purpose of the program was to accomplish
their evacuation to Hungry. (I had not understood this
from Mr, Hooker, It had been my impression that the
refugees were in various countries in the general neigh-
borhood of Switzerland, and their evecuation was sought
to neutrel or United Nations territories,) I then asked
Mr, Tress whether he could give me any detalled Lldea as
%o the proposed financlal transaction, In reply, he stated

that he

“ Eg e




that he was not sure whether the funds would stay in
Switzerland, or whether they would be forwared on to

Hungary. ' 5 D

I described to Mr., Tress the two methods eget forth .
1n the licenses issued to the World Jewish Congress and : ;
the Joint Distribution Committee, (viz (1) acquisition
of Rumanian or French currency in Switzerland, and physi- ;
cal transportation thereof bo Rumanlia or France, as the
case might be, and (2) acquisitisén of local currency in
France or Rumania, in exchange for claims agalnst a
blocked account in Switzerland, frozen for the duration.)

I 4id not mention the namesg of the two agencles involved,

Mr. Tress stasted that he rather though that the
latter of the two methods would be employed, but he could
not be sure, His principal difficulty apparently 1is that
the operation may require the eventual purchase of Pollsh
currency, as well as Hungarian currency, and he does not
know (and cannot reasonably be sxpected to know) fJust
how this operation could be carrled out,

As goon aes I had completed my telephone conversation
with Mpr, Trese, I telephoned Mise Hodel (Mr. Pehle's assis-
tant) and ad¥ised her of the additional information, She
recognized the dilemma which the case presents, and told
me thet she would contact Mr, Pehle Just as soon as pes~
aible, end would be in further touch with me. : .

In view of the fa¢t that this plan proposes to evacuate
persons from one occupied territory to another, it may not
fall squarely within the precedent established by the WJC
and JDC plans, which envisaged the svacuation from occu~
pled areas to neutral or United Nations areas, Provided,
however, thet this plan wew will not furnlsh foreign exchange  --~
directly to enemy-~occupled territory, thls dlstinction .
would appear to have little substance,

After completinﬁ my telephone conversation with Milss
Hodel, I telephoned ¥r, Travers, and advised him of the
foregoing. He expresced his substantial agreement there-
with, //

Williem I, Rlegelman

cct EUR - Mr, Reams
" 8WP - Mr, Kuppinger
A-B/H ~ Mr, Hooker :
Copied:VD:RU;BT : ~ : =
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Friedman

Miss Hodel




LT e AN AR e ST

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONDON CabLus: Convanass, ‘_vl’ilvnvir Yorg'
55 New Cavendish St., W 1 .. ToLePHONE: LONG\(TJ!@ 5:2600
GENEVA T : e
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES January 24, 1944
Corrientes 2024.90 -

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P, O, B, 471

MONTREAL Mr: Jo E. Dubois »
1121 St, Catherine St W Chief Counsel _ : : T
Foreign Funds Control Division RN
MEXICO CITY Treasury Department PR
Sonora 174-4 Main Building = Room 172 - : : T
Washington, D. C. Y ;

Dear Mr, Dyboia:

As I told you over the phone on Friday, the World Jewish Congress
has no direct communication from Riegner in G_enave..ooncérning the
escape of Jews from Poland’ into Hungary: Members of the. Executive
of the Congress have, however, received during the past. three %o
four months frequent reports from obher orgenizations. es well as -
from people who have come recently to this,country"tha‘b::'s_uqh';qn
oscape 1s organized and has been in process for. the past:deven o -
oight months,. Lo T

As far as we are able to, the situation ool be: summarized a8
lows: = The flow of osoape from Polend: toHungery. inorease
from day to daye It iz now already organized..: i
always merely of a. financial character for the: organization of the: .
escape and later for the hiding of the people.  Good oonnectiong ¢
have been established in Hungary with govermmental oiroles. and: -
the refugee questions are gradually being settled theré in e - M
favorable mennere It is established that during the last four B i

months more than 3,000 people have thus escaped from Polend to
Hungerye :

8 o
-The problems- are: . -

I regret that I cammot, at the

momsnt, give you more direoct. in-
formation. I an looking forwar

d 40 seeing you on Vieditosdays S I
Very sincerely yourss .
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C WORLD JEWISE CONGRESS

Cengres Juif #ondial - Congreso Judio Mundial

330 West L2nd Street
New York 18, N. Y.

January 24, 194k - i

¥r. J. E. DuBois

Chicf Counsel

Foreign Funds Control Division
Treasury Department

Main Building - Room 172
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. DuBois: '

As I told you over the phone on Friday, the World Jewish Congress !
has no direct communication from Riegner in Geneva concerning the

escape of Jews from Poland into Hunzary. Members of the Executive

of the Congress have, however, received during the past three to

four months frequent reports from other organizations as well as

from people wno have come recently to this country that such an

escape is organized and has been in process for the past seven to
eight monthse '

As far as we are able to, the situation can be summarized as fol=-
lows: = The flow of escape from Poland to Hungary increases :
from day to day. It is now already organized. The problems are *
always merely of a financial character for the organization of the
escape and later for the hiding of the people. Good connections
have been established in Hungary with govermmental c¢ircles and

the refugee questions are gradually being settled there in a
favorable memner. It is established that during the last four

months more than 3,000 people have thus escaped from Poland to we ST
Hungary. ’ .

I regret that I cannot, at the moment, give you more direct in-
formation. I am looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday.

Very sincerely yours,
/s/ Irving Miller

Rabbi Irving Miller
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
———
EASTERN HEMISPHERE

Janwry 26, 1944
VD -~ Mr, Ribble:

Re: Refugees ~ Union of Orthodox Rebbis, ete.
In further reference to my memoranda of January 21, .
end Januery 26 on this subject, I recelved the Treasury’s
draft of the license hich had been 1ssued to the Union
of Orthodox Rabbis, ete,., around 2:00 o'clock Saturday
afternoon, danuary 22, I immedlately called Mr, Pehle
end raieed two questions with :ihim;

(a) I poirted out that the license a8 drafted
merely followed the 8attern of the licenses idsued
to the World Jewish ongress and the Joint Digtpi-
bution Committes and authorized, in effect, opera~
tions designed to evicuate persons in dangerof
thelr lives to apeas of safety. In view of the
fact that the operation intended in thie case was
the evacuatior from Foland to Hungary, I told My,
Pehle I ¢14 not feel that the words "areas of safety" .
were sultable., He agree, and we changed the language .
to autherize the evacuation to.places of relative

safety as might be gelected by the repregentative - -
of the Union in Switzerland, -

(b) Three methods of
in the license, the third
transmission into enemy-
elgn exchange, Mpr, Pehl
matter had been carefull

bayment were provided
authorizing the direot
occupled territory of fore
e advised methat this

of foreign éxchange involved in payi
kind, in view of the over-all humanitarian obJec~
tives of the program. Mr, Pehle conceded that this
probably involved the direct renunication of the

no rangom" polioy. I told Mr, Pehle that in view

of the already established precedent, I pergonally
4id not feel inclined to dieagre

e with the Treasuryls
¢noclusion, but that I would hav .

¢ to discuss the
matter with Assistant Secretary Berle,

Subsequently,




@
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Subsequently, Mr. Hooker and I had a conference
with Mr, Berle, at whioch the latter of the two points -
was dlscussed, Mr, Berle was firmly of the opihion
that the "no ransom" policy was probably no longer
sultable to the times, and that in this case, he def~
inltely approved permitting payment of free forelgn
exchange into Axls or Axis-occupled territory. I told
Mr, Berle that I did not disagree with this condlusion,
but had only one reservation - namely, whether this 4id
not irvolve a breach cf what almost amounted to a com-
mittment to the British, Mr, Berle was of the view
that this agpect of the matter did not need to be con-
sidered et this time.

Accordingly, the telegram to Bern was drafted and
dispatched cver Mr, Labouissels signature, (¥Nr, Berle
had left for the day, but hed instructed Mr. Hooker and
me to be sure that the telegram to Mr, Laboulsse for signa~
ture, advieing him that 1t had been drafted pursuant to
Mr, Berle's instructicns, Accordingly, YMr, Lsboulsse
signed the telegram, although he stated to me when he
next saw me that he had done so on Mr, Hooker's recom-
mendation, and without any knowledge as to the merits
of the matter.)

Slmultaneocusly, Mr, Hooker and I prepared a letter
to the Union for Mr. Berle's signature, confirming the
fact that the license had gone forward, and discussing
briefly the question of the manner by which the Union
should acquire the necessary Swiss francs, This letter
vas signed by Mr. Berle on Monday. :

This morning, Rabbi Kolmanowitz telephoned me from
New York, and wae told that we would be glad to transmit
any messages which they might have in connection with the
matter. I olvised Rabbi Kolmanowitz! seoretary that as a
matter of fact, no messages should be sent by any other o
meang, and he agreed to follow this procedure, -

Williem I, Riegelman
cc: EUR- Mr, Reams
SWP -~ Mr, Kuppinger
A~B/H « Mr, Hooker

EH:WIR:AMN
Copled: VD:RU:BT
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DEPAéTS@ng%« jkoi: STATE
I
February 4, 1044
FFC - Treasury - Mr, Pehlé: |
Re: Worldeewisﬁ Gongréaa

Attached hereto is g paraphrase of
telegram number 665, February 1, from the

AmerioanVLegatiqn at BEi:A%g{

William I. Riegelman

EH:WIR: AMN

ey zr-;?‘(‘ B
: BENAY

. “v ] B A

¥ ! ;




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED:

FPROM: AMERICAN LEGATION, BERN.
TO: Secretary of State, Washington,
DATE: February 1, 1944

NUMBER: 655
) )

Beference Department's telegram number 304, January

‘/Ol’l

29. The quoted mesesage was delivered to Dr. Riegner
February 1. A request has been made that Dr. Riegner

reply to the message through the Legafion at Bern.

HARRISON®

Qv Ly

DECLASSITIED
Stato Dept. Letter, 1.11.78. .

By R. IL Parks Dmﬁﬂ’—l 3 1972

EH:WIR:AMN  2/3/44




" PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM !

FROM{V _Secretary of State, Washingtdn
To: AKERICAN LEGATION, Bern
DATED: January 29, 1944, 4 p.m,

NUMBER ¢ 304 Vo

Given below is the substance of a message for
Dr. Riegner from the World Jewish Congress. It 1s
requested that you urgently deliver é paraphrase to
him,
We understand that it may be possible
for private persons in Switzerland'to communi-
cate with persons in Rumania”able to arrénga
the evacuation of Jewish“bersons from Trans:
nistria., It is also understood by us that
it may be possible to transmit -funds for this
purpose to Rumania, It is redueqted that you
report at once your opinion ss to What'adtiOn
should now be taken in this cghnection, Pro~
vided the necessary authofity>and fundé/are
glven to you, Treasury has informed us that ‘ » é
the necessary licenses covering both the funds S P »f;}
5 and the necessary cémmunications will be issued,
Furthermore we are informed by Treasury that it
1s willing to allow the acquisition of the

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72  necessary goods, services and local funds from

By R L Porks Dato_9ED,1 7 107

: N persons




persons in enemy or enemy-occupied»territbry-

against reimbursement in the. form of free
exchange or free currency notes provided that
the two methods set forth in the 1icense _
recently issued and transmitted to you cannot
effectively be used to finance the operations.,
You will be required to take reasonable steps
to avoid the payment of any such free forelign
exchange or free currency notes to persons who
might supply the same to the enemy,

The United States Legation in Bern wili transmit
to the War Refugee Board the information requested
above and for this purpose the 1nformdtioﬁ should
therefore be reported to Minister Harrison,

We requeat that you take all possible action to

help in the implementation and . developmenb of this

type of project by private agencles in accordance with

our previous cable dated January 25, 1944, no, 251,

HULL

i










WORLD JEWISH CONGAESS

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

/ " CaABLES: Couqigss; ,Ni!\‘?' v.Y'qj{

LONDON
$5 New Cavendish St, W 1 . TergpoNE: LONGACKS 5:260
: February 21, 1944 SR

GENEVA

37 Quai Wilson )
BUENOS AIRES Hon. J. W. Peble, Acting Exec, Director
Corrientes 2024-9¢ War Remgee Board

JERUSALEM Executive Office of the President

Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471  fashington 25, D, C.

MONTREAL

1121 St. Catherine St. W Dear Mr, Pehle: : EUE S
P soT N pol A
) IT . S SR
;ﬁﬂc&g TY . Dr, Gerhard Riegner, World Jewish Congress ropresentative in Qeneve,: ... . §
has just conveyed to us, through the Hoyal Yugoslav Embascy in Wash- Lo

ington, confidential information of the highest importence. - i

v ~
The Zagreb representative of the Internatlonal Red Crose has sent & -
confidential report, to the Geneva headquarters' to the effect that there -
are still 1200 Yugd/slav Jews in concentration camps on the teryitory of i .
fpavelicts Croatia," The International Red Cross is prepared: to send il
food parcels to the internees and to have the parcels distributed wnder .
the personal control of the International Red Cross representative./ . S
It asks, however, for funds and belleves that an amount of 24000:Swiss. ..
f£rancs would be sufficlent, o S e

- Chief Rabbi Issac Alcalay and Dr, Paul Neuberger of. the Yugosle owish . ..
Representative Committee affiliated with the World Jewish Congross- dlss )
cussed this matter with Mr, Bart Andress, National Director of the. ... ... .
United Yugoslav Relief Fund, who promised the whole'heartb_e'd"‘aés:l.'st’a‘nc

of his Organization.

It may be expected that the Umited Yugoslav Relief Tund will dn:tl
next few days apply to the President's Control Board in order to be’
authorized to allocate the sald amount of 24,000 Swigs france for the .
abovementioned rescus action, May I be bold enough t0 request your . -
kind intervention in order to have the consideration of ‘seid - applicas
P tion expedited and favorably acted upon, The 1200 internees in quef
¥ tion are the remnants of a distinguished Jewish community which has:
been subjected to unparalled cruelties, : L

Sincérely yours,




/
Remnent Groups Sponsored by World Jewish
Congress. (Status of Project as Disclosed
by file in Vise Division, State Department)

1. The earliest dgcument in thig file is a memorandmn of conversation
on September 16, 1943 1/ vetween Mr. Long and Dr. Nachum Goldma.n, of the
‘World Jewlsh Congress, relating to remmnent groups of refugees in different
parts of Central Europe, who were dying of starvation and privation.

Dr. Goldman proposed that the International Red Cross be the.agent to

reach these persons and gave the impression that the Red Oross had expressed
its willingness to do so. He asked whether the American Government would
contritute funds which would permit the Red Cross to buy medicines and -
concentrated foods in Europe as opportunlties developed. The Jewish people
in this country could raise approximately $2,000,000 of the $10,000,000
which the program would require, and he wondered whether the United States
would be willing to put up $8,000,000.

Mr. Long told Dr. Goldman that no funds were available that he knew
about. The only possible source would be money in the President's fund,
but Mr. Long doubted whether there was much, if any, in that account
which would be aveilable for the purpose indicated. However, Mr. Long
stated that the Executive Committee of the IGC had been established by the
United States and other member governments as the agency to act upon
proposals of this character. The American and British Governments had
Jointly agreed to underwrite the cost of specific projects to help refugees
in Europe in a situation such as described. Mr. Long stated that the -
Department would be glad to bring Dr. Goldman's proposal to the -attention
of the Executive Committee of the IGC and the British Government, and.
would be prepared to share with Great Britain the cost of specific projects
approved by the Executive Committee. He stated that the Department would:
also be glad to recommend to the consideration of the Executive committee o
the possibility of accepting the Red Cross am the agency in occupied .’
territory which would carry out approved projects, and that the COnnnittee‘
favorably consider such projects as the Red Cross might recommend. -

Mr. Long stated that if Dr. Goldman applied” to the Treasury for a 1icense’~'d

to transmit private funds to the Red Cross, the Department would be glad”
to support such an spplication to:the Tressury. Mr. Long further assured

Dr. Goldman thet the Department would advise the London Embassy for its- -7 =

information and for that of the IGC, the Department's attitude as expressed
in the memorandum of conversation.

Mr. Long noted that adoption of the program on a project basis would
obviate the necessity of seeking large over-ell sums of official funds.
The Americen Govermment could operate under its general commitment with

y Copy of memorandum of conversation, dated September 16, 1943, is
attached hereto.

February 23 1944. ;
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the British to underwrite the cost of specific projects undertaken by the
Committee. In case the total cost amounted to an unexpected figure,
consideration could then be given to that matter. The point was that,

in committing the Department to the program in principle, it coild alweys
review the mounting cost of amy particular project. It was assumed that
the President's suthority to make the agreement with Great Britain
carried with it the assurance that reasonable sums for particular projects
would be available.

2. On September 29 Yy the Department wired the American Embassy in
London the import of the above conference end requested the Embassy to
bring the matter to the attention of the Executive Committee and advise
the Department of any action taken thereon. The Pnbasey was instructed
to bear in mind that the adoption of a program on a project basis would
obviate the necessity of seeking large over-all sums of official funds;
and it was expressly stipulated that the foregoing was subject to the
general promise that the German Government would obtain no benefit from
the project.

3. On November 11 2/ Winent in London reported that the Embassy had
commnicated to the IGC the substance of the September 29 telegrem and
had received a reply dated November 10, in which the Director requested
certain information probably in the.possession of the Treasury. The
Director stated that the IGC had written to the International Red Cross
asking for an outline of particular projects that 1t might recommend. It
was further sugzgested that the Red Cross ehould 1imit itself to recommending
projects whose nature was such that only-lack of funds prevented their being
undertaken or extended. No reply had yet been received from the Red Cross.

However, the IGC hod received some information regarding the help that-
ig being given, (1) by allied governments to their own nationals, including
Jews, and (2) by voluntary organizations, mainly Jewigh, to Jews in-
occupied territory. It was understood that the normal system was for the
American or British Treasury to grant licenses giving exchange facillties
for the purchase of food, etc., in certain neutral countries. The food

8o purchased was then sent into occupied territory, under certain guarantees, ca

for the benefit of the Allied nationals or the Jewish groups respectively.

The IGC was presently inclined to believe that whatever may be the
reply of the Red Cross, the extension of the existing system may be a

1/ Copy of Department'é' 6009, September 29, ie attached hereto.
2/ Copy of Embassy's 7865, dated November 11, is attached hereto.

e ] L

] T




-3 -

contribution towards the problem that has been referred to the IGC.
Accordingly, the IGC would be grateful if the Department could obtain
from the Treasury information regarding licenses now in force which
have been issued for this purpose, the governments or organizations to
which they have been granted, and the amount of exchange to which they
relate. (Apparently this telegram was answered on December 7 in
Department's 7745, which was not found.)

4. On November 29 Y Winant in London wired the State Department,
referring to the Department's telegram 7287 of November 17 (which is
not in the file). The wire stated that the Director of the IGC replied
on November 26 to a letter of November 18 written by the London ‘Embassy.
(The letter of November 18 was not found.) ’

The Director stated that he was still awaiting a reply from the
Red Cross in Geneva to the written inquiry which went forward in the
middle of October. The Director's office appreciated the Department's
urgent desire to obtain a decision favorable to the proposal, but it
was necessary. to present somewhat specific projects for consideration by
the IGC. To expedite matters the IGC had an additions)l conference with
Red Cross representatives in London, and they were cabling to Geneva
again along the following lines. They are asking for a cabled reply to
the IGC's original inquiry giving details‘as to possible projects, and _
in addition they are asking the Red Cross to consider the possibility of
a further arrangement whereby funds might be placed at its disposal to ,
take advantage of opportunities as they arise. Such an arrangement would
depend on the fulfillment of three conditioms: (1) that the Germsn
Government obtain no benefit from any project; (2) that there mast- be
assurance that supplies will reach the intended beneficiaries; snd (3)
that an account will be rendered. The Red Cross Committee in Geneva
was being requested to cable the amount of an initial advance which could
be spent during the next three months. As soon as a reply waes.received
from Geneva, the matter .would be presented for consideration by the
Executive Committee, which was informed at its Ng}ember 18 meeting of the
State Department's origzinal letter of October X & B

5. On December 4 3/ Mr. Trevers reported to Dr. Goldman the status
of the project as revealed by the foregoing telegram of November 29.

y Copy of Embassy's 8328, November 29, is attached hereto.

2/ 7This probebly was the London Embassy's letter which was based upon
Depattment's 6009, dated September 29.

3/ Copy of letter is attached hereto.

1 o0 T 0T
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6. On December 8 Y the London Embassy submitted to the Department
coples of a letter dated December 7 from the Director of the IGC, a
telegram from the Red Oross in Geneva to the London Delegatilon, and a
memorandum dated November 14 by Mr. Schwartz, Executive Head in Furope

of the Joint Distribution Committee. The Director's letter reported

the Red Cross had replied to the October inquiry as follows: (1) the
Red Cross was in a position, through existing Red Cross delegates, to
undertake distribution and to exercise control in Roumanila, Croatia, and
Hungary; (2) that it was prepared to set up a delegation for the purpose
in Slovakia; and (3) that so far as Germany and occupied territories were
concerned, there was less possibility for relief, except that some relief
could be given to internees in Theresienstadt. o

The Red Cross suggested that 300,000 Swiss francs be placed at its
disposal, which, in the Director's opinion, was a reasonsble request.
The Red Cross stressed the difficulty of purchasing food in neutral
countries and suggested that it should have authority to mske purchases

in Hungary and Roumania, where it was still possible to obtain certain
varieties of food. .

Before placing the scheme before the Executive Committee, the Director
desired clarification on several points: (1) What part of the funds, if any,
will be supplied from private sources? And are the British and American
Governments prepared to share the cost in so far as it is not from private
funds? (2) The further question arose as to the functions of the IGC.

The Director suggested that this Committee should be the agency for -
placing funds at the disposal of the Red Cross; and-should be responsible
for seeing that the Red Cross satisfies the conditions of the grant, The
Red Cross would render its account to the Committes. .- This would:apply not
only to Govermment funds, but also to funds from private sounces::

When the above points are clarified, the case will be su'bmﬂitgd'tb
the Executive Committee for consideration.

7. On January 15, 1944 2/ Mre. Crowe of the Visa Division'wrote.s . ~°°
memorandum to Mr, Travers, which summarizes the above letter of December 7.
from the Director of the IGC and outlines the questions raised. Notations
in the margin of the memorandum, apparently made by Mr. Travers, indicate
his view as to the Department's position on these questions.

1/ Bubassy's Despatch No. 12660, dated December B, and onolosurcs are
attached hereto.

2/ Copy of memorandum, dated January 15, is attached hereto.

i ey
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It was noted that the Department would approve sending 300,000
Swiss francs to the Red Oross 'when we got fuhds," As to purchases
in Hungary and Roumania, the Department would require permission
from "E.H.? and the Treasury. Concerning the source of the funds,
it was noted that private organizations in the United States would
put up $2,000,000 and the American .and British Governments would raise
the remaining $8,000,000. Mrs. Crowe asked whether the Department should
reiterate the fact that the Jewish organizations are prepared to
contribute $2,000,000 and that the American and British Governmentg
would contribute $4,000,000 each. The comment on this question was,
"President just approved and we are asking Congress for $5,000,000."
It was indicated further that the I1GC should be the agency which would
disburse the funds, supervise the Red Crogs projects, and receive the
account from the Red Cross. ’

8. On Pebruary 1 l/ Winant in London wired the Department aslking
for instructions as to the reply the Enbassy should make to the
Foreign Office's letter of Jamary 28 (not in the file) requesting
comments on the IGC Director's December 7 letter. With respect to the
IGC Director's suggestion that 300,000 Swiss francs be sent to the
Red Cross, the Foreign Office's letter apparently stated that this
could conveniently be done by consultation with MEW and EWD, which have
ostablished an appropriate procedure. The Foreign Office's letter
farther stated that the Britigh would be glad to facilitate help from
Jewish organizations to their co-religionists in enemy occupied territory
in so far as the blockade permits and the demands on foreign exchange
for this purpose can be coordinated with those of -Allied governments
for relief of Allied nationals in such territory. The Foreign Office
would be glad to kmow in particular the views of the Department regarding
the provision of funds from public sources as opposed to contributions

by private organizations. This point seems to raise important .questiong

of principle, and the British would be glad to discuss it further with
the Embassy if the Embassy could indicate the American Government's .
attitude. : RPN

The file does not discloge whether any reply has been made to the

above inquiry. %{

1/ Fubassy's 883, dated February 1, is attached hersto.
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In reply please
refor tos 209

Dear Dr. Kubowitgldi

I have regeived your letter of February 21,
1944, and wish to advise you that the problems presented
therein are presently under study by the Board, You
will be advised further concerning thas matter,

Very truly yours,

{9 e r A) J. W._ Péhle

J! W- km@ -
Aoting Pxecutive Diractor

Dr. A. Ieon deowituki,

Head, Department European
Jewish Affairs,

world Jewish Congress,

330 west 42nd Street,

New York 18. N, T,

FH:hd 3/6/44
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EEENTTS

Dear Nir. Peter:

For your information I am sending you herewith a
eopy of a measage from the War Refuges Board to your head-
quarters in (eneva, '

The World' Jewish CGongress has recently approached
the War Refugee Board concerning a plan to send standard food
parcels from the United States to internees in concentration
camps in (srmany and German~occupied territories. Before we
consider this proposal further, it would be appreciated if you
would advise us concerning the position taken by the German”
Government with respect to sending food parcels to civilians
detained in concentration caupe, In this connection, we are
informed that your headquarters in Geneva and your delegate in
London have been working on this matter. '

= Very truly yours,

{8igred) J, W, Pehla

J. W. Pedhle
Aoting Exesutive m:zagtor

v

Mr. Marc peter,

Delegate in the United States
of the International’ Red Cross
Conmittes,

2500 Q Street, N.¥W.,

Washington, D. C,

Enclosure,

FHodelshd 2/28/44




LONDON

WORLD JEWISH fan-ﬁfﬁﬁEs

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

55 New Cavendish St, W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-90

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471

MONTREAL

330 WEST 42nd STREET : oI
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. R - L-DATR..

' CaLES: Cor;zrc'r(ss's,: NEw: Yor

TeLaroNg: LONcAGR 5-2608.

February 21, 1944 s

Hon, J. W. Pehle, Acting Exec, Director

War Refugee Board
Executive Office of the President

Washington 26, D. C.

1121 St. Catherine St. W Dear Mr, Pehle:

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174-4

\

May I take the liberty of calling your urgent attention to the
following:

The Delegation of the International Committes of the Red
Cross to the United States has been informed by its Headquarters
in Geneve that thelr Delegate in London has' contacted the For-
eign Office and Ministry of Economic warfare, for the purpose
of obtaining permission for the dispatch of standard food parcels
to concentration camps and prisons in Germany and German-ocoupled

territories,

The Delegation's Headquarters in @Gensve have informed the' )
Ministry of Economic Warfare and the Foreign Office that, in this ' -
connection, they are constantly receiving the most pressing appeals
from their Delegate in Berlin for help in favor of thes® ‘civilian
prisoners from occupied countries. The Geneve Hemdquarbters have - -
ctated that they have no parcels available for these unfortunate: .
people, as British and Amerlcan Red Orose standard percels are, in: .
terms of the directions given by the blockade authorities, regerved .. -
exclusively for the recognized prisoners of war snd'civilian inter. " -
nees, ’ T

Their Delegate in London furthermore forwarded to the above -
mentioned offices two photocopies of receipts which have' reached =~
the Committee, following an experimental dispatch of fifty parcels - -
of Swiss origin, Apparently, by chance, & brother of one of the ~ -
reciplents visited Geneva and confirmed the latter's sigmature.

In answer to their Delegate, the above mentioned offices have
stated that they were not in a position to grent permission for such
standard food parcels to be sent to concentration comps,.

May I express the hope that the War Refugee Board will bring this mgﬁteif :;‘- :
to the urgent attention of the blockade authorities and request them:to. . " |

v




wor' sewisn con®iess
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO N}UNDI{L .

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y,

LONDON o CABLBI Coummss an YoRK 3

$5 New Cavendish St, W 1 , 2 . , TaLarnons: LONcicrs 52600 -
GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson
BUENOS AIRES February 21, 1944
Corrientes 2024-90 . .
JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P.0.B. 471 permlt the "detained civilians? in concentration and internment
MONTREAL cemps, ghettos and prisons to receive British and American Red
1121 St. Catherine St. W Cr08s standard parcels?
:"BXIC&S"Y We havé been told that the German authorities were opposed to - C
monora 4% - the sending of food parcels to civilian prisoners. If the situ- :
ation has changed in this respect, no time should be lost, in our
opinion, in alleviating the food plight of these unfortunate people.
Looking forward to your reply, I remain, -
Very sincerely yours,
bowitzlki, Head
ALK :bm Jewish Affairs !
Tz W - i




v MRS g

Dear Dr. Hubowitzkd:

I have received your letter of March 1, 1944,
concerning the situation of Jewish and Yugoslav refngeep -
on the Island of Rab, )
I am pleased to inform you that the War Refugeo
Board has bsen worldng on this problem and arrangements -
have been made for an initlal remittance of $25,000 to be -
sent through the British Foreign Office for use in evaouw
ating refugeecs frog the Island of Rab to southern Italy,

The Board is also working on other methods for . - -
the rescue of theme people., Any suggestions you may have-
congerning this problem will be greatly appreciated by thet
Board,

i

Yery tmy yours,

tpxbp“)"l.m. )

Je WQ thle :
- Acting Executive Mrector

Dr. A. Ison Kubowitsgld,
World Jewish Congress,
330 West 42nd Btreet,
New York 18. ﬂ. !.

FHshd 3/7/44
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330 'WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

March 1st, 1944

VL LLAL G
Cantes: Conerpss, NEw YORK | ...... .

TBLEPHONE: - LONGACRE 5.2600

LONDON
One Harley Street, W. 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson
BUENOS AIRES :
Corrientes 2024-9c
. J. V. Peld ing Fxecuti: irs

JERUSALEM ?njnv SEZA%MDA%WNEMIﬁM
Vaad Leumi, P.0.B, 471 . oF -~elugee Bozy ) .

.~ Ixecutive Office of the President
MONTREAL Teshington 25, D, C,
1121 St. Catherine St. W
MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174-4 Dear lr. Pehle: 7 » ™~

At the recuest of the Yugoslav'Jewish Representstive Committee af-
filiated vith the Vorld Jewish Congress, I call your most urgent
attention to the Jewish and Yugoslav refugees” who are on the islend .
of Arbe' (Eab), ' -

On October 2, 1947, Dr. Nehum Goldmenri, chairman of the Administrative
Committee of the WIC, informed Mr. Breckenridge Long in a telegram
that 4000 Jewish and Yugoslav refugees who had been in internment
camgs or free along the Dalmatian coast, hzd been removed to the
fdrietic iszland of Arbe (Rab), which had been captured by the Yugoslav
partisans, He expressed the reques-t that these refugees be removed,’
as soon =g possible, to sefer areas such as southern Italy or Sicily.

On October 16th, Mr. Howard K. Travers, Chief of the Visa Division, :
vrote to Dr. Goldmann that the information in his aforementioned tele-
gram hed been sent to the Embessy in London, with the request that it
be referred to the Executive Committee of the Intergovernmentel Com~ .
mittee 25 well as to other appropriate authorities for such action as-
mizht be deemed advisable. -

On January 3, 1944, lr. Travers wrote agdn to Dr. Goldmann, informing‘i
him with regret that the efforts of the State Department in connection.
with the above had been interrupted by the capture of Arvbe by German
forces.

L)

It now appears from information received by the Yugoslav Embagsy, that
the island since a few days ago is once more in the hands of the Yugo-
slav guerillas. Ve have no asccurate information ss to the fate that s
befallen the Jewish refugees there during the Nazi interregnum. You will
readily agree with us however, that urgent action ought to be teken in . )
order not to leave them to the uncertain course of the war in that yegion .
end that they should be removed without delay to safer zones. L

i
S
:
¢

I would deerly apvreciate hearing from yoﬁ'coﬁcerning the action youw will. =
take in this matter. : L

Sinceyely yoursg,

. .
“ ALK:1w . A. LeoN Kubowitzlki"




Dear Dr. Porlgweig:

I have received your letter of Mareh 3, 1944,
enclosing a copy of a latter addressed to you by the Apostolio
Delegate in Washington.

I an pleased to advise you that the War Refugee
Board has arranged to send a message to Dr. Riegner, advising
him that the Vatican has secured a promise from Monsignor Tiso
that the Jews in Slovakia will not be persecuted, but will only

be interned and given an opportunity and facilities to go to
other countries,

Very truly yours,

“tt2e54) T, W, Pohle

J« W. Pehle
Acting Executive Direotor

Be. Maurice L. Perleweig,
Political Department,
World Jewish Congress,
330 west 42 Street,

New York 18, N. Y.

FH:lab 3/10/44
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3% Maw o1 1944

Near Dr. ~urlgwelg:

I have received your luetter of March 3, 1944,
onclosing a copy of a letter addressed to you by the Apostolic
Celepate in Washington.

i an pleased to advise you that the War Refugee

Board has arranged to send a message Lo Dr. RMiegner, advising
him that thoe Vatiean has secured a promise from Honsignor Tiso
that the Jows in Slovakia will not be persecuted, but will only
pe interned and given an opportunity and facilities to go to
other countries.

Vary truly yours,

< - 9. FPohls
J. W. Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Be. iaurice L. Perluaveig, .
political pDepartment,

World Jewish Congress,

330 west 42 Street,

New York 18, HN. Y.

FHilab 3/10/44
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Dear Jr. Parlzweig:

I have roceived your lotter of March 3, 1944,

enclosing a copy of a letter acdresnsed Yo you by the ppostolic
Delejate in washington.

I an pleased to advise you that tho War Refugee
Board has arranged to send a ressape to r. Megner, advising
hin that tho Vatican has socared a promise from Honsignor Tiso
that tho Jews in glovakia will not be persecuted, bat will only

bo internea and ;iven an opportunity and facilities to £0 to
othar countries, ’

Very truly youra,

*T¥, Povle
J. W. Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Bo. jmarice L. Porluweig,
r’olitical Pepartment,
world Juwish Congress,
330 fiust 42 Street,

tew York 18, h. Y.

FH:ilab 3/10/44




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIA

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONDON Chbras:

55 New Cavendish St., W 1 TELBPHONB LONGAQIE S 2600 »

March 3, 1944

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES

Corrientes 2024-90 Hon, John W. Pehle

JERUSALEM War Refugee Board

Vaad Leumi, P.O.B. 471  Weshington, D. C.

MONTREAL

1121 St. Catherine St. W My dear Mr, Pehle:

;?,E::c&_fny In addition to the memorandum whieh Dr. Wise is sending on our

behalf today, I venture to draw your attention $o the situation
to which reference is made in the enclosed letter from the
Apostolic’ Delegate.

Wo received information from various sources a few weeks ago
that the remaining Jews in Slovakia were being registered, and
we assumed that this would be followed by their deportation.,.
8ince Slovakia' is & largely Catholie country, and the hesd of
ites puppet govermment is a Catholie prelate, Monsignor Tiao,

I appealed, both personally and in writing, to the Apostolie-
Delegation to secure the intervention of the Vatican, The en=
closed letter from Archbishop Cicognani shows that the Vatican -~
has secured a promise from Monsignor Tiso- that the Tows; atter

internment,"will be given opportunity and facilities to go to
some other country".

We are naturally anxiocus that advantage-should be teken of - .-
this opportunity, and these facilities, in so .far as ‘theydare
provided, and we should like this informe.tion passed on to ou s
representative in Geneva, Dr. Gerhard Riegner, ‘who:will know- '

how to make use of it. Since the information is oonﬁdentialg'f“

and it is obviously important that it should not become. known

to the Nazi authorities, we cannot send him an-open cables S
Agcordingly, I am passing on the information to:you in the" N

knowledge that the War Refugee Board will be glad to do what- SR

ever 1s possible and will not hesitate to use the services of
Dr. Riegner and the office of the World Jewish Congress in
Geneva, '

I ought to add that I have today cabled this information. to
Dr, Nahum Goldmann at our office in London, but no other use
has been made of the informetion,

I need not assure you that we shall be glad to be helpful in any
way within our power, and that one or another of us will alwaya
be glad to go to Washington whenever we are neededs

Yours sincerely,

- | ' /Auwwe L. ‘91’/ %{‘Zj’

Maurice L, Perlaweig’
nglp/id _Political _Department.

T




APOSTOLIC DELEGATION : : -
3339 Massachusetts Avenue
UNITED STAT S OF AMERICA v Washington, D. O.

No. ©8l/42 W 32

February 26, 1944...

X
e
a

Reverend Dr. Maurice L. Perlzweig
¥orld Jewlisn Congress

330 Jest 42 St.

New York, 18, N.Y.

Pear Dr. Perlzwelg:

Referring to your letter of February 4, 1944, and my reply of
February 11, 1944, concerning the welfare of Jews remaining in Jlovakia,
I wish to inform you that I have been assured that the Holy See has taken
up the interests of these unfortunate people. It seems that the oensus
waa made for the purpose of iavestigating certain specific suspicions.
It likewise appears that the President of tne Republic has promised thet
the Jews will not be persecuted, that is, condemned to severe punishments,
but will only be interned and will be given oppordunity and facllities to
go to sane other country.

The Holy See will continue to take interest in the asd and
uncertain condition of these unfortunste people. :

#ith sentiments of eateem and every best wish, I remain
Yours very sincerely,
8.0, Oifcoguaniv(slg'm?d) :

Archbishop of Laodicea
Apostolic Delegate
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In reply pleass
refor tor 300

AN

Dear Hr. Wiset

Thank you for your letter of Mareh 3, 19244, sub-
mitting a memorandum of suggestions to aid the Board in
formulating i1ts rescue prograns,

The proposals which have been presentsd will
receive prompt and cereful conaideration, se will suck

further visws and suggestione ae you mey wish to offer in
the future,

This letter will aleo confirm the apnointment
for discussions with afficers of your organization in my
office at 9130 a.m. on Marehgls, 1944,

Yery truly yours,

E(Signed) J. W, Pohle

J, W, Pehle
Aoting Executive Director

Hr. Stephen B, Wise,

World Jewish Congrews,
330 West 42nd Street,
Hew York 18, New York,

2 o et
W EBTovler: 10«44
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Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471

_ MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St, W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174.4

- CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .., CONGRESO JUDIO. MUNDIAL i
30 WEST 42nd STREET . Ho. Ans. Reg
NEW YORK 1§, N. Y. . dnitigl

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

- To: Files

Dute.

CabLeg: CONGRESS," N’mi{ ;‘__’ng
TRLBPHONR:. LONGACRE 5-2600

March 3, 1944

Hon. John W. Pehle
Wer Refugee Board
Washington, D. C,

My dear Mr, Pehle:

I beg to send you herewith & memorandum on general measures .
of rescue which 1s submitted on behalf of the Executive of
the World Jewish Congress. This will be ﬂga;ggggég;ggxgag&_
such memoranda, but it is being sent to you immediately in
order to avoid delay. )

The Executive of the World

Jewish Congress has the advantége
of being assisted by repres

entative committees consisting of
outstanding leaders now in New York,of all the European Jewish
communities whose countriss are now under enemy ocoupation,

We are anxious that the knowledge and experience of these
leaders should, be placed at the disposal of the War Refuges .
Board. Accordingly, Yo _should be gratieful if.you would.kindly
sonsent to receive a deputation of officers of the World Jewish
Congress, which would include a number of these European. d=

a deputation could 866 _you.

ST8, and I should be grateful if you would indicete when'such ..

I take this opportunity of* renewing our assurance that ‘we
shall always be glad %o Place ourselves fully at

in the historic task with which you have been intrusted, =

ssw/1d
‘ene,

Stephen 3., Wige’
v

youxr digppaal gm,

e e e




MAR 14 1944 .

In reply pleass
vefer to:r 308

Dear Dr, Kubowitgiki:

Thie 18 to acknowledge and thank you
for your letter of March 9, 1944, quoting for
our information excerpts from a report of Nov.
ember 26, 1943, from one of your representatives

in CGeneva to one of your representatives in
Lisbhon,

Very truly yours,

P e
1z rpe‘:;ﬁ) g B Pohla

J, W, Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Dr, A, Leon Kubowliteki,

Head, Department European
Jewish Affairs,

Horld Jewieh Congress,

330 Vest 42nd Street,

New York 18, ¥ew York,

=

w EBTowlertagr 3-13..4‘4 [
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .. CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL -

330 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Castes: Concnass; Naw Yorx :
TeLgeione: LONgacria 5-2600 . *

Marech 9, 1944

Hon. J. W. Penls, Acting Executive Diregtor
War Refugee Board

lxecutive O0ffice of the President
VWashington 26, D. C, ’

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I beg to bring to your attention the following inﬁprmétion‘
wnich has been oonveyed to one of our represantatives in
Lisbon by one of our Geneva representativas,

Since tne report was of November 26, 1943, it may well be
that it is outdated, It ia, however, af such serigus

onaracter that I felt you would want to oneck om it., The.

intormation reads textuallys *

"You certainly neard that only youﬁg,pebple below sixteen .
are permitted to enter Switzerland; in addition'families,"

with children. Others ars being aent back. You ‘can pige -
ture our state of mind. ‘The authorities stick to these

rules. A montn ago people arrived here from Belgium, Wé;5:

registered them in the Interior in the town of Z,- The;reegi

sult was that those who took care of them were arrested .

‘and held in prison for a week, This is not as important as

the fact that people are being sent baok., Our protages

finally remained, but I am worried about the others still -

to come, } .

"Ihe situation of our brethren and our youth who have
suffered everywhere and who are now compelled to taks
refuge here should be explainaed to the Swiags authorities, "

This information nas been quite a shook to ‘us even as it

- would be to public opinion were it to learn that SwitZers

<G 2

land is rejecting refugees. I repeat, however, that this
information may be obasalsta, " . ' :

"

ETIRN
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May I suggest that the War Refugee Board approach the
Swiss Govermnment and request it to open its doors to all
tne Jews wno manage to escape. If Switzerland would up-
nold a policy such as described in this report it would
mean a terriole blow to the poassibilities of rescue from

Franece and Italy.
I would greatly appreciate hearing from you soon.

Sincerely yours

Kubowif%ki, Head
Department "Buropean Jewish Affairs

ALKWzef

N W
L_ | !m! ' ;IWE 1'}
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TO:\ Mr, Pehle

—_—
Mr, DuBois

—_—_Mr, Friedman

Hr:, Gantop

°
—— s
MCCormaCk

— Mr.
—Mr, Murphy

—_— My, Parke

- ”"‘ P ﬂ;a k
— iR Szines

180 Channg
—_—Mr, Abrahap

— Misg Alex&nder

¥r:. Bepnstesn

REFUGEE Boarp

o (8e0ty)

s

on —Mrs, B. King

—_—Misg Lauxh“n
—_—Mr, Lesser
—~—~—Mr, LUXford
~——Mr., Mang

—_— Mr, Markg

— K Stanaran

—_— Mrs, Taylor

—_— Mrs, Towlep

—Mr, gn; te

* H.D.
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BUENOS AIRES ) : :
Corrientes 2024-9c
JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471
MONTREAL Mr. John W. Pehle
1121 Se. Catherine St. W War Remgee Board
MEXICO CITY Washington, D, C.

Sonora 174-4
Dear Mr. Pehle:

I am sending you herewith the photostat of the telegram to
which I referred during our discussion of. yesterday.

The father and brother of whom the writer speaks, escaped
from Bratislava to Hungary and you will notice that they -
haye both Paldstine certificates and "all necessary transit
vigas except Turkish", This is evidently a case in which

the two people concerned are in jeopardy solely because of
the policy pursued by the Turks, and it could conceivably be
used as a test of the genuineness of Ankara's change of atti-
tuds, : :

The cable was addressed to a respounsible businessman in this

eity who passed this copy on to me. He is not releted to the B
lady who signs it, but he is well acquainted with all the per~ - SRR
sons concerned, ' R (R

You will notice the refersnce to yourself. You are 4n dahger
of becoming & kind of precursor of the Messimh to thousands of ©* = . A
Jews throughout the world. ' We are doing our best to save you

F from so difficult and dangerocus a role, but I do not know
whether we shall succeed, However, I hope that you will allow
me to repeat the assurance that we are most anxious to be .of
assistance to you in any practical way that we can.
Yours sincersly,
AZouanxck 4-;/i%;v¢gg“’"?:ji__ '
mlp/id Maurice L, Perlzweig o
- endy. . . .
] “ :
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In reply please

MAR 13 1044

Denr Dr, Kubowlitsiki:

This is to acknowledge snd thank you.
for your letber of March 9, 1944, encloeing
five edéitionsl coples of the memorandum whioh
the Yorld Jewish Congrens recently submitted,
suggeoting 2 program for relief and resouwe of
Jews,

Very truly yours,

~

(S1gned) 7, w, Pehle

J. ¥, Pehle
Acting Bxecutive Direator.

Dy, A, Leon Kubowitgkl,
Head, Department European
Jewish Affairs,
forld Jewish Oongrees,
330 Yest 42nd Street,
Rew York 18, New York,

’

.
EBTowleriagr 3-13-24




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 7 s
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ., CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL To: Files .
330 WEST 42nd STREET " No. Ana, Reg,

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. - nitial

LONDON
55 New Cavendish St., W 1

GENEVA
37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-90

JERUSALEM
Vaad Leumi, P. O.B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 174-4

mﬁtas:"gggﬂenés,v G YA
. Toeerons: LONciCae 5-2600 .~ - ©

March 9, 1944

Hon. Jolm ®. Pehle

ficting Fxecutive Director
Var Refugee Board
Vashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle: .

¥ith reference to the letter Dr. ‘!‘;"ise sent you on March
3rd, I am very glad to enclose herewith 5 additional ’i:-
copies of our "Program of general measures of Réiiéf L
and Rescue of Jews threatened with extermination by %he‘5¥

enemy".,

~ Sincergly yours, R R

r. A, Idon Kubowitzki
Head, Depehtment European
Jewish Affairs
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“On the way to the rescue of the remnants of Europaén Jewry

PROGRAM

of general measures of

RELIEF AND RESCUE OF JEWS

threatened with extermination by the enemy

Subnmitted to

The War Refugee Board by
The World Jewish Congress

In setting up a War Refugee Boarq the Presldent de-
clared that "1t i1s the policy of this Government to take all
measures within its power to rescue the victims of enemy -
oppression who are in imminent danger of death and other-
wise to afford such victims all possible relief and assist-

ance consistent with the successful prosecution of the war,"

The release i1ssued on January 22nd by the Seoretayy

of the President stresses the Presildent's view "that it is

urgent that action be taken at once to forestall the plan
of the Nazis to exterminate all the Jews and other persecuted

~aee

minorities in Euroﬁe.“

The Acting Executive Director of the War Refugee Board
has repeatedly proclaimed the need for a bold progrem, which

would tot be held up by the cautions and conventional formal-

itles which might be proper in less pressing circumstances,

many a Gordian knot will have to be cut, vAny attempt to un-~




tie 1t would be wasting the little time left, and the cost

would be counted in human lives which can stilll be saved,

It is generally admitted that the sltuation has immensely
changed for the worse since the World Jewlsh Congress represehtw
atives in Geneva first acquainted the United States Minister in
Bern with the facts relating to the extermination of the Jews
of Europe, In Axis occupled Europe there are no longer any
legally free Jews, There are Jews who are more or 1ess legally
frec only in Hungary and, to some extent, Rumanla (with the
exception of occupled Transnistria), In all the other regions
of Axis Europe the Jews are either in hiding or interned in

death, concentration or labor camps,

A cable sent from Jerusalem to the Congress on February

6th reads as follows:

"POLISH JEWS ARRIVED HERE RECENTLY REPORT

OF UNINTERRUPTED EXfﬁRMINATIONS. ONLY
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS REMAIN OF MILLIONS

OF BOLISH JEWS AND OTHERS EXILED TO POLAND,
THE SURVIVERS ARE IN LABOR CAMPS OR IN
HIDING. ~BOTH CATEGORIES ARE UNDER CONSTANT
THREAT OFVEXTERMINATION. IN THE CAMPS THE
WEAK OR SICK ARE KILLED, THE SAME FATE
AWAITS THOSE HIDING WHO ARE CAUGHT AS THE
GESTAPO IS OFFERING REWARDS,!

If the purpose of the War Refugec Board is to be ful-
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filled, customary Procedures must be superseded,

g
_ ;;
The rescuye /'

of Jews from the clutches of the Nazis now fallg for the nmost

part within the spheres of undergrpund activ

ity, and commando
and guerilla warfare,

For €xample, there 1g no legal way,

with the exception of exchange, to get a Jew out of Nazi

occupied Europe,

occupied countries, "In fact,

states Sir Herbert Emerson
in his report of August, 1943,

to the League or Nations, "with
very few éxceptions, people who have managed to éscape gi

that time have done 80 in g clandegtine manner, !

Commissioner hag himself taken Up some 1ndividual

cases of
1ntending emigrants,

"Not a single successful case can be

reported, Even beople over 85 years of age,

whose maintenance
was guaranteed in Switzerlang for the rest of
and in respect of whom the Swisg authorit

permits, were nog able to avail themselveg of

theae Tacil;ties."
And 8ir Herbert concludqs:

"These factg need be stressed, ag

g

public opinion does not geem to appreciate them fuliy,

subdivideqg as followg:
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I. Psychological and Diplomatic:

l. Solemn Warning and Appeal.

2o Dissemination of Information on the
Facts of Extermination,

3e Trials of Criminals and Accomplices,

4, Continued Pressure on the Satellites,

5+ Encouragement of the Neutral States,

6+ Recognition of segregated and interned
Jews as Cilvilian Internees,

IT. Practical:

1, Public:
a=~ Havens énd Camps of Rgfgge.
b-~ Rescue of Children,
¢~ Transportation and Transit Facllities.
d~ Exchange Posslbilitles,
e~ Food, Medical Supplies, Clothing,
f- Periodic Inspection by Red Cross Delegates,
g- Funds for Red Cross Activities,

8 h~ Removal from Liberated but Unsafe Reglons,

1- Relaxation of Censorship,

2+ Underground:
a~ Hiding.
b~ Smuggling,
¢~ '"Documents,"

G- Funds‘for Underground Activities,
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I, Psychological and Diplomatic Measureg:

I, Solemn Warning and Appeal,

The World Jewlsh Cengress has repeatedly inslsted from
the outset of t@e extermination process on the immense value
of solemn, specific and reiterated warnings, Such warnings
would be addressed by the leaders of the United Nations, 93—
peclally President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Chupchill,‘to
the Nazli leaders, theilr satellites, accomplices and agents,
and would make 1t clear that they will be held réeponsible for
their crimes against the Jews and brought to trial at the
carliest opportunity, The heads of the United Nations would
also urge the populations, on grounds of humanity and religion
as well as of self interest, to resist the pollcy of persecu~

tlon by succouring the victimas,

Dr, Wise took up this matter again duripg,his visit to
the President in August, 1943, and in a letter, dated August 17,
1943, to General Watson, he confirmed "the suggestion to which
the President seemed to assent, that thie i1s the time for a
most emphatic and solemn warning to the Hitler-ruled countrles
against the continued slaughter of civilian populations aﬁd €8~
peclally those whom 1t 18 resolved to exterminate, namely, the

Jewish people,'

Unfortunately, there has been no such specific warning
since the messages addressed to Dr, Wiee by President Roosevelt

and Prime Minister Churchill in July, 1942, and the statement of
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the United Nations of December 17, 1942, In the opinion of‘
many informed and experienced people, a new warning should be
l1ssusd without delay as, whatever its dlsadvantages may be

suppcsed to be, they would be more than outwelghed by the fole
'lowing probable effects: '

a) The warning would counteract Nazl propaganda, which
presents Amerlica and Great Britaln as the homes of growing anti-
Semitic movements, a propaganda whlch carries wikh it the sug-"

gestion that crimes against the Jews will not be punisheds

b) It would deepen the moral cleavagé between the Nazi
leaders who are responsible for the acts of éxtermiﬁation and

those sections of the German:population'who dlsapprove of them§

e) It would have a deterrent effect on tens of thousands
of non=German officials, police officers and agente with_Whose

help the Nazi policy of extermination is being carried ou%;

da) It would encourage the satellites in their desire to
adopt a policy which, on the day of settlement, could be brqﬁéﬁf_f>-

up as a mitlgating clrcumstance;

e) It would strengthen the hands of the Gentile popula~

tlon in occupied Europe in 1ts efforts to aid the Jews to escape
persecution; |

. f) It would give support in neutral countries to those
sectlons of public opinion which favor a liberal policy with re-%

gard to the admission of refugees;
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g) It would hearten and prolong the endurance of those

Jews 1in occupied Europe who would hear of 1it,

2, Dissemination of Information on the Factg of
Exicrmination,

The question whether the German population is aware of
"the mass killings of which the Jews are the victims in Eastern
Europe 1s the subject of controversy, It remains a faoct, how-
ever, that the German leadership consistently refrains from tel-
ling the Germén people the facts of exté;mihation. Even Hiﬁler
and Goebbels allude to their policy of annihiiation in gbstract

terms; in boasting about it they resort to somber circumlocus

tions,

The fact that the Nazis conceal from the German people

the gruesome story of the murder of a people proves the lmport-

ance of telling it,

There has been recently in this respect some lmprovement

in the policy of the BBC and OWI, Beaming the facts of extegi'_,,
¥ " mination, in particﬁlar the cruelties against children, therr
methods employed in the killings, should become an integral
element in psychological warfare. But radio broadcasts are not
enough, The facts should be madé known also by means of leaf-
lets, dropped from planes regularly over Germany and German held
.verritory, until the populations are seized with horror and their

2

silent complicity become for them an unbearable burden,

The need for such leaflets, devoted specifically to the




-8 -

Jowish martyrdom in Nazl Europe, has been repéatedly stresaed in
conferences and memoranda to the Adminlstrations It is not known

whether 1t has been recognized and acted upons

3., Trials of COriminalsg and Accomplices,

As the war moves slowly forward and the promise of vietory,
though certain, does not appear to be immediate, the pledge of
retribution is likely to lose its effect if no publle attempt 1s

made to implement 1t,.

It cannot but be regretted that the proceedings of the
Commission for the Investigation of War Crimes have so far not
been calculated to inspire confidence in its intentlon to carry

out the pledges made by the Governments, ‘It was on October 7,

1942, that Lord Simon first announced the establishment of the
Commission, but it was not until Odtobér 15, 1943, that the
Commission held its first meeting. And even at %hat meeting?the
opportunity was not taken to make a public demonstration of the

Commission's determination to bring the criminals to Justice, . .

A declaration by the representatives of the prinelpal powers of
thelr resolve to punish all administrative acts, as well as the
actual atrocities themsclves, which were designed to effect or
hasten the extermination of the Jews, could have produced great
repercussions., The apparent inactivity of the.Commission

" redgsures and emboldens those who proclaim that their crimes will

remain unpunished, ' o .

That is why the trial held in Algiers, of the torturers
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of the Colomb Bechar camp, is of such historic importance, Its

proceedings and verdict should be beamed to Europe in phe most
effective way., The decislon, 1f it 1s made known, will have a
deterrent effect on the minor officials among the Quislings, who
have accepted collaboration because of its immedlate benefité,

but who are certainly not willing to risk thelr lives,

Similar trials should be conducted whenever and wherever

possible, without walting for the end of the war, Those, for in- .

stance, who werec responsible for the Cyrenalca deportations,

which cost the lives of 500 members of the¢ Benghazl Jewils com-

munity, should be sought out and brought to Justice,

4, Continued Pressure on. the Satellites,

The pressure on the German satellites to refrain from

curelties and deportations, to facilitate the emigration of their

own Jewish populations, to grant asylum to Jewish refugees’ad§
to help them leave their territories, should be continued firﬁly

and consistently,

F Although 1t appeévs that many satellites are inoliﬁed tor
relinquish their anti-Jewish policy, a continuous vigilance 18
indispensable to counteract the esteady pressure of the German
diplomatic and military repregentatives, For such counteraction
1t 1s important to enlist the cooperation of the Churches: Of
the Holy See, in relation to Slovakia and Hungary; of the

Exarchate for Bulgaria. In this regpect the International Red»r

Cross can also play a considerable role, since the satellites
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may well be willing to grant it many facilities which are being
refused in Nazi occupied regions, as has been proved by recent

Red Cross activities in Transnistrla.

The most important of these satellites in Hungary, which
calls for constant vigilance, alertness and encouragement, not
only because 1t now shelters the largest Jewish community in
Europe, but also because 1t 1s the country of refuge for the
thousands who have succeeded and the hundreds who are still sue-
ceeding in escaping the Nazi hell, The task of watching and
utilizing the situation in Hungary is such that special attaches
of the War Refugee Board might well be appointed in Switzerland

and/or Turkey for this purpose.

5, Encouragemcnt of the Neutral States,

Neutral Governments should be encoufaged to oontipue to
recelve refugees by offers of help through provision of fﬁnds,
food, clothing and other rcquircmente, and also by the under-
taking to facilitate the repatriation or resettlement of the

e v

refugees after the war,

The manner of assistance, of course, would vary with the
conditions of the country concerned, For Portugal, Spaln and
Turkey, for example, carly evacuation 1s essentlal and practio=
able; the case of Sweden and Switzerland is for obvious reasons

“different,

However friendly and humanitarian they may be, the neutﬁhl
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countries need constant encouragement. In Switzerland, for in-

stance, while public opinion has not only supported the policy

of the federal government but even pressed for greater con-
ceaslons, the authorities are much concerned about the future,

Ls dwitzerland is not, at present, able to provide for even a

small measure of reemigration, she 1s anxious to obtain firm
and repeated assurances that she will be relieved of hef burden
after the end of hostilitles, In addition, her food conditions
are precarious and her economy needs a speclal allowance so that

she may be able to feed her people and her guests,

Special attention should be given to the attitude of
Turkey, which holds a key position in any undertaking intended
to rescue Jews from Eastern and Balkan Europe, She should in
particular be assured that the Jews whom she will permit tp cross
her borders or to whom she will grant translt visas will}continue
thelr Journey. % 7 7 '

6o Recognition of scgregated and interned Jews
as Civilian Internees, ; .

e v

Measures should be tsken to scoure the status of Civilian
Prisoners of War for Jews confined in ghettos, concentration and

labor camps,

It appears from explanations offered by the International
w Red Cross that Germany does not recognize those Jews as civilian
internces, but as "detained civilians.," No Jjustification has

been offered for this distinction, The 1929 Conventlon on




- 12 -

Prisoners of Wér has been promulgated in Germany, and the Reich
has declared that i1t would be applied by analogy to the civil-

ians who would be interned. '

It 1s the accepted opinion of the foremost international

Jurists that every individual who 1s deprived of his liberty by
ain oocupying authority for reasons other than for a common crime
haa the claim to be treated as a prisoner of war, (Vid. Oppenhelm-;

Lautcrpacht, International Law, Vol. II, pp., 278 sged,)

Germany and Fascist Italy have recently made several pro-

nouncements, stating expressly that their reason for treating the :
Jews as they do, 1s a military one, A& Germen spokesman, 4 gé ' |
Buendermann, declared at a foreign press conference on October 7,

1943, that the German measures against the Jews were caused by

the fact that the Jews were a power waging war on Germany,

In addition, the draft of the Republican Fasclst Oonetitu-
tion, adopted by the Fascist party congress at Verona, on
November 17, 1943, states under Art, 7, that "Jewa are fore{gpqr&;:

# : who belong to an enemy nationality,"

In view of this theory there can remain no- doubt that the
surviving Jews in Nazi Europe and Fascist Italy are entitled to
be treated as civilian prisoners of war, and to beneflt by .the

protection of the International Red Cross,

The recognition of the Jews in ghettos, concentration ang

labor camps as civilian internees, and the inclusion of thelr
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care within the scope of International Red Cross activitiee, can

gpell the physical deliverance of remaining European Jewry,

It is submitted that the first steps to be taken in this

respect are the followlng:

a) The International Red Cross should approach the Nazi
Government and ask for a Jjustification of the distinction it has

established between civilian internees and "detained civilians's

b) It should examine the advisability of makingrg,public
statement that 1t considers the Jews confined in ghettos, con-
centratlon and labor camps as civilian internees and is prepared
to give them the assistance to which they are entitled, by

analogy, according to the Convention on Prisoners of War,

Il. Practical Measures}

)
<

l. Public Methods:

a) Havens and Camps of Rcfuge.

It is essential that the United Nations and neutrals re-

peat publicly from time to time their readiness to receive such

refugees as may succeed in eséaping. Such statements have
appreclable practical and psychological effects, As Tar as the .

United States and Great Britain are concerned, they should be

combined with the warnings mentioned under point I, 1, &f‘ ' f

’ [

The statements should not remain platonic. The procedure

now prevalling in the United States administration with regard to
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the existing immigration laws shouid-be ad justed so that the

present quotas may be used in full, The complicated procedure
which was introduced in 1941 should be modified. It should not
be forgotten that more than half of the total visas issued since

1933 were never used, evidently becatise they arrived too late.

Refugee camps should be provided for the temporary accomo--
dation, pending resettlement, of refugees collected from ncutral
or enemy occupled countries in places easily accesslble under
Allied control, It is urgent, in this éonnection, to provide for
the outflow from Spain, 'The Spanish Government has shown congid-~
eratlon toward the refugees, and measures of internment and coﬁ-
finement have been relaxed,: But it is . necessary to see to it
that the outflow be as important as the inflow, As Sir Herbert
Emerson states in his report; on the solution of this problem
"may depend the maintenance of the lifeline through Spain, which

is now the only channel of eascape out of Western EurOpe.

The immigration restrictions 1aid down in the White Paper

on Palestine of May, 1939, should be cancelled and the country de-?
clared open to any Jew who can escape or be removed from Axis

occupled or dominated Europe, 4

b)._ Rescue of Children,

In his statement of Novomber 26, 1943, before the Committee

:on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives, Mr,

Breckenridge Long mentioned two programs for sheltering children

in neutral countries one, concerning a haven of refuge for
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Jewish children, a second, concerning a temporary asylum for

children in general, g

With regard to the first program,'ﬁhe Agslstant Jeoretary
of State evidently referred to the inltiative taken by the Worll

Jewish Congress, a representative of which induced Sweden to ask.

the German government to let her take out of Germany inte her own?_

territory 20,000 Jewish children and take care of them there.
Mr, Long added: "The neutral Government was unable to get any
favorable response from the German Government, The original
inquiry is still being conducted, The German government, the
request having been made some time ago, has not 1nd1catéd that.
1t will accept; nevertheiess, we are trylng to get the neutral

Government to continue its activities,!

It may be pointed out that the negotliations stapted in
the Spring of 1943, It will soon be a year since the Swedish
government gave 1its agreement 1in _principle to take up this matter
with the German government, It is gubmitted that the War Refugee
Boara 1nvest1gate without delay whether this scheme has any pros-

pect of reaslization,

The uncertainty in this matter 1s particularly heart-
breaking because of the desperate éituation of the Jewlish chil-
dren in France, who are being hunted by special Gestapo squads,
Those who are still léft, face the constant danger of deportation
to Poland, ‘due to the extension of the new "block!" system to the

previously unoccupied part of France,
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This new system subjects the children to the permanent

control of the Gestapo, forbldding them to leave their places of
residence without special permits, Lese than three weeks after
the introduction of the scheme in Paris, 800 children were thrown
into cattle vans, 60 into each, without any strew to lle on,

without water, and deported to Pbland.

With regard to the other project, Mr, Long spoke as fol-
lows: "Then there is the support of the plan for removing chil~
dren temporarily from Axis-held territory to neutral countries
in varying numbers up to a maximum of iO0,000 for rehabilitation
in those countries where they could get food and where we would
put the food, where the children oould be nourished and brought
back to something like a normal state of physical well being and,
after they had been there for two or three months and had gotten
strong, they would go back home and some other chlldren,would

come in,*

It would appear that this plan has récgived some beglnning

of executlon, not in favor of Jewish children, but of German

children., The "New York Timea! of September 15, 1943,'fep6;£édA
the arrival of 500 German children in Sweitzerland for a bomb

free vacation,

¢) Transportation and Transit Pacilities:

Many rescue possibilities from the Balkan countries have

been lost because of inadequate transportation facilities,

For Jews from Poland, Slovakla, Hungary, Rumania, and.
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Bulgqria, Turkey 1s the transit country to lands of refuge, How~
ever, the Turkish raillway facilities are not avallable for the
transportation of rcfugees (Turkey allows only one railway car-
risge per week for thls traffic), so that the use of ships as
ferry boats between ports in Rumania and Turkey on the one hand,

and ports under Allied control on the other, 1s indispensable,

The tragic fallure of the efforts to get out of Bulgarila
40Q0 children and 500 adults for whom Palestine certificates had
been obtalned, is known, One of the chief causes éf this fa;lure
was that the ships, which were considered in this connsction, did
not meet the conditions governing the grant of the 1nsignia of
the International Committee of the Red Cross and of its protec—
tion., Moreover, the approval of the British authorities was re-
quired before boats of the Turkish Steamshlp Company obuld’bg
leased, and such approval could not be obtained for reasons which

have not been satisfactorily explalned to date,

In another case the Bulgarian Government had guaranteéd

exit visas to a thousand Jews on condition that they would leave

within a certaln period of time, A ship was secured, but the
Britieh authorities on the spot had to get the consent of London
before acting, Thls took seven weeks, by which time the Bulgarian
Government announced that the 1imit 1t had set had expired and

the permission to leave was no longer valid,

The exodus to Palestine of refugees who were stranded in N

Spaln and in Portugal was also hampered for months, because the

L e e i
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negotiations for the chartering of the "Nyassa" were dragged out

endlessly.

It secems that the best solution would be to provide the
International Red Croes with a number of boats for the transpor
tation of refugees and the sending of food supplies to internment
camps, The International Red Croas has‘recently acquired’its 7t@
prisoner of war relief ship, when 1t recelved the P.H., Damm, a
former Danish cargo vessel, bought some time ago by the American * -
Red Cross to aspeed the delivery of parcels to Allied men in
German prison camps, It would be an admirable gesturc 1if the
Government of this country would augment the number of Red Cross
vessels with ships which, flying the flag of Switzerland and under
the charter of the In%ernational Red Crdéé;m&bﬁid be devoted to
the recscue of the Jews and other persccuted minorities in ocou~

pled Europec,

In addition, Portuguese, Swedish and Turkish shiie;could
be leased for the same purpose, It is well known that Pbrtﬁgugse
and Spanish liners, running between Europe and this Hemlsphare, ..

have ample unoccupied accommodations,

Finally, ships which have brought troops and suppllies to
Allled ports, or food to Greece, could, on their homeward trips,
be used to transport refugees to places of safety. » \

No less important than transportation opportunitles 1s the

removal of legal obstacles to transit, and in this connection

Turkey's attitude 1ls of paramount importance, since Turkey,'as




P @

a8 already mentioned, is the transit country for the Jews coming.'3'
from eastern Europe and the Balkans, It 1is further 1ndispensabié'
to secure the right to enter Turkey if advantage 1s to be taken
of the immigration certificates for Palestine, since the certi..

ficates can be delivered to such Jews only in Turkey,

Without a viea it 1s impossible to cross the frontier be-r. B
tween Bulgaria and Turkey., The terrible fate that befeil a
Jewish famiiy which took the risk of such a venture has been de~ -
scribed by the Bulgarian writer Mihail»Padev in a book rucently 
published in London, Moreover, the Turkish consuls in Budapest,A'
Bucharest and Sofia are permitted to grant individusl visas at a
ratc of no more than nine families per week in esach country
(approximately 400 personsﬂper month), Translt under this scheme
began in Septémber, 1943. During the first two months 215 emi-
grants succeeded in arriving in Istanbul. On December 18th, 1020
transit visa cases werqlstill pending at the Foreign Offioe in:
Ankara, o

On January 3, 1944, Dr, Mayer Ebner, formor ieadér of Bugo-
vina Jews now in Tel Aviv, cabled to the World Jewish Gonéfgéé .
that the departure of hundreds of Palestine certificate holders
from Transnistria was impossible because of the Turkish transit

visa procedure,

It 1s submitted that the Turkish Government be requcsted:
1, to lssue instructions to its frontier guards to the
effcet that the crosasing of borders be facilitated for all refue

gees persecuted because of race or religlon;
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2+ to instruect its consuls to grant transit visas, with-

out limitation as to numbers and dtration of vallidity, to all

those for whom immigration certificates for Palestine are being

held by the representative of the Jewish Agency‘for Palestine in
Istanbul,

d4) Exchange Possibilities,

Many Jews under Axis control could be saved by exchanging
them for certain categories of Axis nationals now in the terri-

tories of the United Nationsg,
The two main possibilities are at present:

1) Exchange of Dutch and Belgian Jews, as well as of
Jews interned in the camps of Vittel and Titmoning, for German
internees on the Isle of Man, in various American countries, in

South Africa, etoc,

The plight of approximately one thousand Dutch Jews who

are in possession of immigration certificates for Palestine and

Who are kept 1n reserve by Germany in a speclal camp in Bouthern -

Germany, deserves speclal consideration. There is every reason

to fear that if the exchange of these Jews will not be put under
Way in a very short time, they will meet the same fate that has
befallen the immense majority of the Jewish community in Holland;
deportation and death, There are a number of German hationals
under the jurisdiction of the Dutch Government: 150 Germans are

in Dutch Guiana, 150 in Bonnaire (Netherlands West Indies), and
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several hundred who were previously interned in the,Netherlan&g;

East Indies are now under British guard in Colombo.

The Dutch Government should be urged to make these Germans.,

avallable for exchange without further delay.

The availabllity of exchange material should be thoroughly

investigated.,

It appears that some hundreds of Germans are still in-
terned in French Africa. There is further a considerable number
of Italian Fascists interned in Tunisla, There must be exchange
material in the Tormer Itallan coloniés, in Corsica, Belgilan
Congo, 8outh Africa, Peru, (On January 15, 1944, the Peruvian
Government announced that a number of conspirators, inclu@ing
Germans and Japanese, plotting a New Year's pro-Nazi Coup, had
been detained and would be deported.) A pool shouldﬂpe made of -

all those who would be of no help from a military point of view

1f returned to their country,

Meanwhile, the Jewish exchange material should berﬁkotééf— -
ed, There are about 1200 peoplé in Poland, the Protectorate,-etc”
for whom +the Jewish Agency has obtalned entry permits into
Palestine, Negotiations are being conducted between the British
and German Governments, through the Swiss Federal Government as
the protecting power, to exchange them for German nétionals liv-
ing on British territory, Mr, Barlas, representative of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine in Istanbul, has requested Col, H,

Bon, a Director of the International Red Oross, to undertake the -
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necessary steps to insure the protection of these unfortunates,

It should be possible to have the concentration camps where fhey
are kept considered as camps for civilian internces, falling
within the scope of Red Cross activities, until the matorializa-

tlion of the exchange schems,

Attention 1s also drawn to the strong moral claim of
American citizens, many of whom are in the armed forces, to have
special measures taken to rescue, by means of exchange, their
Jew%sh wives or children who are in enemy hands and are conse-'
quently in danger of death. ) 7 ' -

2) Exchange of Shanghal Jewish refugees for dilsloyal

Japanese,

The terrible situation.of the twenty thousand Austrian and
German Jews 1living in Shanghai has been confirmed by one of the
"Gripsholm" passengers, Mr. Arthur Huston Allen. They "have been

banished" he said, "to a ghetto and are suffering unusual hard—;

ships at the hands of the Japanese," (New York Post,rDecemberiz;A
1943.) ' ' ‘

We understand that the repatriation of a number of dis- .-, .
loyal Japanese is contemplated, Of course, the Americans who are
8%111 in Japanese detention will be the firset to benefllt by any

exchange agreement, It scems, however, that there will be a sur-

.plua of thousands of Japanese, which should be used in the inter~

est of the starving Shanghal Jewish refugees,

On February 22, 1944, the population of the Tule Lake

Center for Disloyal Persons of Japanese Ancestry was upward of
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15,500, At that time 1400 more were expected from Manzanar and

several hundred from other relocatiqn camps in the Far West,

e) Food, Medical Supplies, Clothing,

The deliberate wlthholding of food and medical supplies
constitutes an important element in the policy of extermination.
In this respect, the Jewish population is in a far worse'situa-
tion than the ofher subjugated populations, Supplies sent to the
ghettos, concentration and labor camps, would be an_effective

means of retarding the process of annihilation.

Food parcels are now being sent to Terezin (Theresienstadt)

and to Transnistria,

With regard to Terezin, twd one~pound food parcels a month
are being sent to 6000 internees, whose names are known, by the
Lisbon agencies of the Joint Distribution Committees and the

Czechoslovak Government - but there are fTifty to sixty thousah@

Jews—in Terezin, The remainder depends on the collective food .

shipments, which the Red Cross is willing to'make,

In this connection we would urge reconsideration of the

formalistic attitude adopted by the American and British authori-
ties,

The International Red Crossg Headquarters have complained
that they have no parcels available for concentratlon camps, as

British and American Red Cross standard parcels are, 1n terms of

the directions given by the Blockade authorities, reserved exclu~

slvely for recognized prisoners of war and civilian internees,

The Red Cross Delegate in London has contacted the Foreign
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Office and Ministry of Economic Warfare, who have stated that they

i

were not in a position to grant permission for such gtandard food

parcels to be sent to concentration camps,

It appears that, while the Germans refuse to recognize the

Jews who survived their brutalities as civilian internces, they

sometimes permit food parcels to be dellivercd to them in a number

of cemps, Thus we recently were informed by Mr, Erncst Frischer,

member of the Czechoslovak Stato Council in London, that he had

been requested by telegram from Geneva to procure navicerts from

the British or American authorities for consignmente of cocoa for

children in internment camps. It was stressed that these con-

signments could go by ships of the International Red Cross, and

that confirmation had been recelved 1n Slovakia of delivery of

parcels sent to Birkensu in Silesia.

In his report to the League of Nations of August, 1943,

Sir Herbert Emerson confirms that "food parcels dispatched from ;

Portugal are said still to reaoh their destination 1n Polish

ghettos and where the cxact address was knOWn, money remittances

and shipments of medicaments from Switzerland have also. reached
the beneficiaries,!

¥

It 18 submitted that the Amcrican authoritiocs should be
breparcd to take full

ted by the Germans,

advantage of the de facto situation toleraw.

Red Cross standard parcels should be allo-

cated for the Jews confined in ghettos, concentration and labor

camps, Medical supplies which cannot be purchased in Europe

should be made avallable, especially, since a number of supplies -

requested are not on army priority lists,
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f, Periodic Inspection by Red Cross Delepates,

While this activity would depend chiefly on the eventual N
recognition of segregated and interned Jews as‘civilian internees,

1t 1s submitted that full advantage be taken of existing possi~
bilities,

Since the belligerent powers have generally extended to the -
clvilian internees the application (by analogy) of the Geneva Con-
vention regarding prisoners of war, the International Red Cross
has incorporated within 1its program the service of aiding civilian
Internees, Its delegates visit almost all internment camps the
world over, However, with the exception of some visits to intern-

ment camps in occupied France in 1941 and of a fecent visit to

Transnistria,

the Red Cross delegates have not visited any ghetto,

internment or labor Camp for Jews in any other region of occupied

Europe, As indicated above, such visits would be of great 1mpor-
tance,

It sbould be ‘stressed that the first vlsit of the Infprnn-

“tional Red Cross delegate to Tranenistria resulted immedlately 1n‘

a number of improvements,

o

Zs _Funds for Red Cross Activitieas,

On September 8, 1943, the World Jewish Congress headquar-
ters received a cable from their Londop office to the effect that

continuous reporta were arriving there, which disclosed that the

condition of the Jews in Europe was steadily deteriorating and

that there exlsted a grave statc of distress due to the lack of
food,

clothing, medical supplies, and other relief commodities-

that relief action on g large scale was necessary but obviously
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beyond the capacity of the private resources of any Jewish or

'other voluntary organization; that the only organization oapable_

of rcaching the surviving Jews and of bringin

g -them relief was
the International Red Cross,

On September 16, 1943, Dr,

Administrative Committee of the World Jewish Corgress,
attention of Mr,

called the

Breckenridge long to the inability of the Red

Cross to send food, tonics, medicine, and clothing to the suprviv«
ing Jews, because of the lack orf financiél means, and suggested

that the Governments of the United States and Great Britain grant

the International Regd Cross an adequate sum of money to enable it

to conduct 1ts relief work whenevep and wherever an opportunity
would present 1tseelf, ' l

On December 8, 1943, we were informed that this matter had
been teferred to the American Embassy in London-on 8
to be presented to_the Int

Nahum Goldmann, Oha;rman of the

eptember 29th,

- be received shortly,

Hergovermmental Usmmit teo oniRefugees;
that the director of this Committee hag communicated with the In.
ternational Reqg Cross and that 1t was ex

This information wag rather disa

ppointing, as My,
Breckenridge Long?

8 statement before the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives on November 26, 1943, had
aroused the hope t :

hat the project was well under way, and that the

United Statesg and Great Britain were only waiting for the approval

tal Committee of the International Redq o

by the Intergovernmer. Crosg™

blueprints and approval whigh could be shortly'expected for each

government to contribute $4,000,000 to finance the project,

pectoed that g reply would f.
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It should also be mentioned that a cable from Dr,‘Gerard h,‘

Riegner, World Jewish Congress representative in Geneva; of Decem— -

ber 2nd, reported that the International Red Cross had already

answered positively the inquirics of the American Legation and of

8ir Herbert Emerson, and that there were considerable possibili-

tles of assistance from Switzerland,

Unfortunately, ncarly three months have passed since Decem-

ber 8th, and it does not scem that much progress has been made’4in

this most important matter, a matter of 1ife and death.

The International Red Cross complains that it does not com-

mand sufficient funds to send to the Transnistria deportees more

than a limited quantity of food; that it is unable, because pf

lack of funds, to secure the pharmﬁceutical products needed for

the camps in Slovokla; that the lack of appropriate shipping, nec-
: . A

essary to take out people from the Balkans ig alsq, ;f not chiefly,

a question of lack of funds; that if it had money, iﬁ could send -

food parcels to the 1200 Jews the remnants of Yugoslay Jewry who

are s8till interned in concentration camps on the territory of _

"Pavelic¢'s Croatia,!

h, Removal from Liberated but Unsafe Areas,

Under this heading, plans should be worked out for the ime-

mediate removal of Jewg from areas of military operations where,

in ocase of reoccupation by the Nazis and their allies, they are

likely to be exterminated,

a

As has been proven in a number of cases, the liberation of .

formerly occupied regions 1s not always final, Experieﬁce at Kosg,f
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Leros and other places has shown that the enemy may be able" to re~
take certain islands, towns and hamlets, with.the result, for the{r>
population, of all kind of oppression and vengeance, espeoialiy .
1f 1t has taken an active part in driving the enemy out, It1hés
been reported that 230 Jews were massacred in Spalato, which had
been freed by Yugoslav guerillas, and reoccupied by German ahd*

Croat troops. The Adriatic island of Arbe (Rab) has passed o
through a serles of occupations and liberations, Each return of

Axls troops brought in 1ts wake new suffering for the Jews,

It 18 submitted that speclal emergency squads be attached
to the military headquarters, whose exclusive concern it should
be to evacuate as soon as bossible to safer regions Jewish and

other oppressed populations who are considered *o te in danger,

It should be said in this connection that the necessity of
such kind of action was stressed not only by the World Jewish

r

Congress, but b

y-thenoutral press In Burope as well, ‘OnrAugust

2nd, the "Aftontidningen® (8tockholm), published an article en~
titled "Jews in the Balkans in mortal dangor in case ofrfﬁéiiah;
capitulation," It stressed the fact that if the Italian troops
.8hould evacuate the regions garrisoned by them, such Jews as were
8%111 alive would be abandoned to an all too certain.fate, "The
Allied leaders, headed by Roosevelt, have repeatedly declared that
they have thoroughly discussed by what means the remainder of the
Jews in the occupied countries can be saved from extermination,

Now a chance arises for saving several thousands Jewlsh men, women
and children sti1] alive, from abandonment to thelr desperate

mortal enemies,"
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What actually happened to the‘Jews in Italian occupiedi

Greece after the capitualation of the Badoglio Government 18 only -

too well known,

i1, Relaxation of Cengorship,

The rescue work has often besn Jeopardized because of thé
rigid enforcement of censorship regulations, Lettere from rela-
tives in the occupled countries to their rclatives in the United
States, which give in veciled terms indispensablo information as
to their present situation, the possibilities of relief and sal-

vation, are often delayed for months or entirely withheld.

Residents of this country are forbidden to ask for and

prevented from getting any information as to the present where-
abouts of people in occupled countries, Every investigation must

be made through the exclusive facilities of the International Red

Cross, which resorts to a_procedure-go

Its fiu&ings,

when finally produced, have lost every usefulness because they

have in the meantime become obsolete, R

Censorship rules are so severe that cables from refugees {

who have arrived in Switzerland are not delivered to their rela-

tlves here, so that the latter continue to exert themselves in

efforts to save people already saved, instead of concentrating on

those who are still in distress,

There is gn urgent need for a revigion of these regulaxions,

Underground Methods,

L.
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a) Hiding

It 18 impossible to estimate the number of Jews in various.

European countries who, 1in order to escape persecution, deporua—

tion and execution "dived under," The estimates concerning the

number of hidden Jews vary so widely as being, withrregard,to
Belgium for instance, between fifteen hundred and thirty thousand.
Former Greek Minister George Exintaris reports that three thousand

Salonika Jews have been provided with ldentity cards,

Jewlsh names,

bearing non
and smuggled'out to various towns thrdughout Greece.

The same method wae employed later with respect to thousands of
Athens Jews,

The Jews are not the onlty ones who live this 1ife of per-

‘petual tension, Aécofding'to Arvid Fredborg, more than 150,000

persons have "gone underground" in Germany itself and are living

as outlaws, Some of them are Jews, but the majority are antie-

Nazi Germans.

has developed its own rules and its own way of l1life,

- ma

Of the various underground rescue measures, hiding 18 the

simplest, the speedlest, the least expensive; yet it imposes upon

All of themABelonz tp“an_undergnOund—Eurepe—Wh10h~*~—¥—‘

the hidden a continuous strain ang exposes them to constént danger

of betrayal,

brerequisites are necessary:

1) The friendly attitude of the population, which must be

encouraged by frequcnt appeals through radio and leaflets dropped -

from alrplanes, and by warnings that informers will be ruthlessly

punished,

To make full use of this possibility the following §
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2)

be able to compensate their hosts and to purchase food in. the
black market if they have no taryan

Jews have been for years now excluded from any gainful activity,

most of them have no savings left;

quite expensive. It appears from a report by a delggate of tho .

Polish Government to the underground in Poland that, to induce

Polish peasants to shelter Jews, the compensation offered must

be considerable: if caught, not only the lives of the hosts but

those of their famllies are at stake,
3) The hidden Jews must be provided with "aryan" doou.

ments (birth certificates, identity cards, ration cards) so that,

if reported or discovered, they could put up some "legal!
and move from place to place,

411 this, of tourse, requires close contacts and céopera-

Financial support to the hidden Jews so that they may < -
ration cards, Since these .-

and many a place of hiding 1s -

defense

P s

tion with;the.vapious

b) _ Bmuggling,

Jews are being smuggled out from Hollang,

—underground movements and guerilla_uniﬁs»

Belgium, Frapce
to 8pain and Switzerland, from Poland to Slovakia and Hungary,
from Slovakia to Hungary,

We have no accurate Tfigures ooncerning the results

achleved through this contraband in human beings, Reports from

Istanbul ang Geneva tell of  hundreds of grownups and children :

from S8lovakia, Croatis and Prague, and thousands from Poland who

have crossed into Hungary and have been saved. A letter from

]
H
!
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Istanbul states: "If we could dispose of larger amounts, we
could succeed in saving hundreds and thousands,! A representa-

tive of the World Jewish Congress succeeded in smuggling out of

France 400 chiluren to Switzerland in a relatively short period
of time.

The smuggling out of Jews has been left entirely to the

inltiative and ondeavora of Jewish organizations and 1hd1v1duals.

To our knowledge no government in exlle is concerned with 1t: no

;
i
39
H
&1
!

underground movement gives it any particular consideration. - In
too many instances this work is done by individual contfabandista,
and only such people as still retain some part of their fortune

are in a position to pay the expensive passage toll,

Throughout Europe smuggling 1s an important part of the

activities of the resistance movements: bug they do not suffi-

clently take into account the mortal danger in which Jews con-
stantly find themselves as Jewas,

.-Their-attention 1s devote& ;
nearly exclusively to persons who are Jeopardized because of their :

political past, their present activities, or their usefulnees for - <. i T

the prosecution of the war,

In this respect some figures are disturbing, Aooording to

a statement, made by Luis Garoia Guijarro, commercial counselor |

at the Spanish Embagsy in Washington on January 20th, refugeea

from Nazi occupied countries are making their way to Allied terpi~
tory in Moroceo through Malaga, 8pain,

at the rate of hearly 60007
every fifteen daye.

Evpn if the more moderate figure be accepted

of 2000 bassages a week, given by other sources, the small per-
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centage of Jews among these refugees cannot but be very striking{'

as the figure of Jews who eéscape through Spain is but a small

fraction of that mentioned above,

It is consequently submitted that contacts be made with
the various underground movements and guerilla units in order
that the smuggling out of Jews, especlally of children, become

part of thelr activities, Special sections of theae movements,

provided with financial means of documents of identity, should be

entrusted with this task,

Although herolsm 1s involved even in these "eivilian®
smuggling operations, situations may arise when real commando
ralds or guerilla operations may be necessary to remove Jewish
groups in danger of extermination, Théfe 18 no doubt that Jewish
volunteers can be found who will be glad to form rescue squads to
remove Jewish refugees from the Adriatic islands which have been

retaken by the Axis troops or from other places where they are

c) "Documents, !

A number of Jews of various nationalities who were provid-
ed even after Pearl Harbor with genulne passports of certain Latin

American countries (Paraguay, .Peru, etc, ), have been interned by

the Germans in two camps in Bavaria and France (Titmoning and

Vittel) for exchange purposes, At one moment they were in danger,

because the: Paraguay Government indicated its intention to with.

draw the citizenship granted through these passportsg, After many
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an intervention and many assurancegs given, 1t would appesr that

the matter wasg stralghtened out,

Our representatives in Switzerland insist time ang again
that the various countries of the Western Hemisphere be approached
and requested to authorize their diplomatic agents in Bern to

deliver emergency passports to Jewa of other nationalities,

llIt
iS, [}

"absolutely Indispensable
to obtain authorization that g few thousand passports be granted
for rescue PUrDOB8ES, .0

writes one of our representatives,

(entry) visas (for neutral countries) are

of no avail because no exit permit from occupied terri

tory can
be obtained,"

The Governments cbncerned shouid of course be given the

assurance that the paesports would be restored to them after the

Wwar, and the Jews 1in questlon returned to thelir countries of

origin or of former settled residence, or resettled elsewhere,

&) _Funds Tor Underground'Activities.
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In a letter from the Palestine Labop Delegation in

Istanbul, dated July 25, 1943, it 1s_said'expresely about the -
situation in Slovakia: "Three times,

the expuision of the entire
community was postponed with the help of money, "

Concerning

, v 1
Rumanis the same letter states: '"With the help of money you : :

could always arrange things in this country, Nowadays without

1t you cannot do a thing," With regard to the smuggling of Jews

out of Hungary the letter says: M"If we could dispose of larger

amounts, we could succecd in saving hundreds and thousands, !

The proper implication should be drawn from thig informa-

tion and Jewish organizations provided with licenses for the
tranemission of the necessary funds,

Funds are also necessary for the purchase of means of @é-

fensge, Properly speaking,

this is no method of direot rescue, as

most of the Jews who offered resistance did not escape alive, A
Psycho1Qginally~however7—it4ta ol vhe utmost importance that the

Nazi torturers know that there is a rigk in

volved in the accoms

plishment of their gruesome task, It is also 1mportaht>fhat'aé';

many as possible of the executioners be destroyed,

Contact should be sought, consequently,'wiph Jewish youth

leaders in ghettos, concentration and labor camps, They should

be provided with weapons so ag to be in a position to defend

themselveg if the worst comes to the worsty,

March 3, 1944,




In reply please
refer to: 3294

Vﬁ |

AR 131944 i

Dear Dr, Kubowiteki:

Thie 1s to acknowledge and thank you
for your letter of March 8, 1944, encloslng for
our information a copy of en extract from a lét. e T
ter written by & Captain in a Faléstinien Jowish - e e
militaery unit on Decenmbar 18, 1943, conderning PR
conditions in refugee camps in Southern Italy,

Very truly yours,
(81gneq) 7, p, Pehle

I, W, Pehie
Asting Executive Director

Dr. A, Leo Kubowitzki, Head,

W“ @gdwfe/rzagr 1344

"éé

ke

Department of Europesn Jewish
Affairs, .

Yorld Jewish Congress,

330 West 42nd Btyeet,

¥ow Tork 18, New York,
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LONDON
One Harley Street, W. 1

. Tareriione: LO
GENEVA - . - : B R bt
37 Quai Wilson 7 : T

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-9¢c

JERUSALEM

Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471 : . s
MONTREAL March 8, 1944
1121 St. Catherine St. W s e

MEXICO CITY
Sonora 1744 ’
Hon. J. W. Penhle, Executive Director

war nefugee Board _
Executive Office of the President ’

Washington, 25, D. C.

Lear Mr. Pehle:

lMay I teke the liberty of calling your urgent .
attention to the attached excerpt from a letter . -7
written by a baptain in a Palestinian Jewish: mllitary

unit in Italy’ on Yecember 18, 1943.

This letter praises the attitude of the Allied
suthorities who extend more substantial. help:-to. the‘
refugees in ¥Ferramonti, Bari, and Campagna. than to
the native population. It stresses; however,: thet
since thevwhole of Ttaly is in great ‘distress, food
and clothing must come from outside, and. should this

' assistance be deleyed "one can loresee gimostowith
- certsinty that many of those whose’ moral: Tesistande
has been weakened will break . down under the strain“

5incerely your

A.--Legn Kubowitzki, Head o
vopean Jewish Affairs 1V




Extragt from w lester writken by w Oap¥aln. !
.. Falestinim Jewlsh milibary. it in:Xdaly;

7T Ty Hreros b ey tvrating e s s S
Journey was very tlresoms bud very interesting. Aworg othar plases I S
visitad the Oamp for Jewish Refagens mmontis I though$ that you
might be nterested t0 hear about thems e —

In gonoral tho Tofuges prodlem in Iyaly weighs heavily upon our minds, ~
inen I eay wes I meon the faw Falestinian units present in this theatre of
operation. )

Upon our arrival here in the firet deys of iAvasion we mat the 2ivik
rofugees and had to face the burdem 0f help, whioh even now dossnty sesn :
$0 be anyhody's buby, we formed em inter-unit oomuittes, nollested in e
24 hours more then 1000 povnds and preqeeded $0 glve soh help and wseisiamngs

a8 wore within the soope of our finanoial and orgenisstionsl ability,

Out of ths ontimated ;umber of 16,000 Jews inferned in osmps or GoR-
fined in various villages snd towne in mmull groups or singly, in the whole LA
of Italy before the invasion, «pproximately 8000 Oan Mow be Gounbed in the. .
part redently liberated, There is a stesdy but insignifioant trickle through . - i
the front lins, bub what is the fate of fho laxge numher remaining undar the '
Gormean cacupation is lofs to spesnlmtions wnd yumors of which the latest hus .
it of spproximately 10,000 deported recently $0 Polsad, fThe rofugaes in our:
phrt of Italy wre either conoenirated in Perramonti (1400) Bard’ (m00)
Ocxpugan’ (100) or 1ive in toms. Theoretically mll recesve the same help.
and tremtment at the hands of allied mughorisies as those in need B help -
axong the nutivo population. Gensrally however, the help 19 more subsbantisl,
There is however no gensral polioy towards the refuges Provlem so §hat when, -
for instange, Bari cemp inuates reseive  full army ration, olothing and . ‘
blsnkets, Ferramonti regeives only u smail supply of foodstufie barely en- B
abling to keep them ahove starvetion line,Campagna reseives only the subsidy i
in woney. Refugess living in Sowns redeive or wre supponed to Xedelve n suhe -
8idy but the amount varies mocording to the point of View of the lodal chargs - .
d'affaives and in all ossen is far from surfiolent.. B

S pimap

it

Our help $11l now has boen dondentrated in Ferramonti and Oampagns Bu
we roalise that our resouraes ars 10 matoh t0 the areal nesd and dewnods, ‘U
have been in touch with Allied mukhoritied here Wi thére 18 Iititle ‘hope: for
help from their side, The whole of Italy is in great need and: didtress and 4]
importunce of u few thousand refugees pales in comparisen, g have heen promieed . -
money £xom Pales$ine, This will help bus mok muohs Food ia #aures even for monay,

and olothing nnobtuinable,

This problem mast be taokled from outeide. ¥ood, oloihing and medionl -
supplies in sufflofent quentities dan now be obtained only ousside I$aly and
fhen the final solution, 1.e. emigration cun de solved enly outslide, Many of - _
the refugees are in possession of asrtifioates, For many more certitidates - o
oculd, I supposs, be obtained, Tho liaiwon with Army snd Navy as regerds - R
neceasary shipping cen be ssfablished only under pressure sxeroised in London

~ o¢ New York . =

=1
o,

There are many side lssuen. The yuestion of oitisenship, Theve mre -
Poles md Ogechs sa well as Gormans and iwebrisns, Thers is the rhak that
the problem will be apporiionsd among variows governmenys acqurding £0 na-
tionality. S ' o




Should the help be delayad or its volume iimited one oan foreses almo
with certainty that many of those whose moral resisjsnde has been weakened
will break down under the stzain. That the women may heoows whores and the
men racketesrs is only one Of $he possibilities of whioh:the beginaings wre -

mados
My pioture is anything but exaggerated.




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS  Fiing Authorit
ETTIAVEOO. 1o Fites
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL * . CONGRESO.JUDIO. MUNDIAL 4 N8, i
330 WEstT 42ND STREET- Initial
NEW YORK CITY -2 Date. -
LONDON ' ' Castes; Congriss, New. Yo
229.231 High Holborn, W.C.1 Magch 23,1944 TeLeeHONE: LONGAGRE 52600
GENEVA T
52 Rue des Paquis
LISBON
12, Rua Rosa Araujo
BUENOS AIRES Mr. John Pehle
Colle Tuouman 2218 War Refugee Board
JERUSALEM Main Treasury Building
Vaad Leumi, P.0.B. 471 Wasnington, D. C. i
MONTREAL J
2040 Bleury Street Dear Mr. Pehle:
BELGRADE :

Kralji Petra 71 I was very gled of the opportunity to have a tallk

with you in your capecity as Director of the War Refugee Board.
Your epvointment was a source of great encouragement to all of
us vho know you and are impressed with your deep interest in the
problem and your determination to achieve results. I was
especlally gratified to note your sympathetic reaction and

understanding of all the projects I discussed with you and your
colleagues yesterday. .

! - I am enclosing the three memoranda for which you

; asked. The revort’ of the Jewish"National Comnittee from Poland,
to vhich one of them refers, will be sent to you from.our New
York office, as I have no copy of it here.

I will appreciate it if you will let me know as

soon as possible the decisions on the Polish situation and’ the
Jews in France.

With best wishes and kind regards,

e

Sincerely youfs . ]

Liele .

5 H . '\1-’-&'"“"‘*' A 4
' Nehun Goldmann @y’




there are only 200,000, or less, Jews left in Poland, out of a population > more than
‘three million. According to the report, the only way “of saving the- reﬁnmt still
alive is to Aput funds at the disposal of the Jewish National Oommittee 1n~Pglanq }f°r',"
releasing the survivors from concentration camps and éfrallgirg for them t'q :ii'itg' as ¥
Poles, or to organize thelr 1mmigr§tion into Hungary, if that 1is sti}l i)ossibié Vve.ftﬁ'erg’:
the Nazi occupation. For these purposes considersble amounts of m§ﬁey are “t;ece.;:srjsa.;'y’,
in dollars, as no one in Furope will accept poﬁn&s. L
The Polish Government has alreedy sent three million zloty/tovthe VJe'wi’s>h.‘

National Commitiee a.nd> would be prepared to send more, if they had doliars. ‘Jﬁe
budget of the Polish Government is provided by the British Government in pounds.

The Polish Prime Minister and the Minister of the Interior, with whom I conferred;

told me thaﬁ there was en item of five million pounds in their budget for use in Poland,

vhich cannot be spent, because it is useless to send pounds into Poland. It is, -

therefore, necessary to find weys of patting considerable amounts 1n,d.ollafa at the

disposal of the Polish Government, in the form of a loan, a donatlon, or: as an »

exchange for pounds, which can be used i# London. The Polish En'bassy 1n Waslungton

is, naturally, ready to discuss the details of such a tra.nsact:.on wit}D the )American"'-"' :

Government.

Finaliy, may I point.out that .an imnediaﬁe decision is in-e;é;‘ssary.'i e
money must be teken to Poland by plane. As the nlghts are growing shorter w1th the
approach of summer, it is 1g}qreasing1y difficult to send plenes there. I urge,
therefore, that this matter be taken up as soon as possible and that, 1f neceAssary,_
the Polish Embassy be called in to discuss details. . -

Nahum Goldmann




Washingto i
March- 23,19

/ = ” :
MEMORANDUM: ~ JEWS'IN FRANCE-- Reports of Underground’

The reports I received in London from French Jews active in the French :

underground movement, vho came to London to meet me, indicate that the numbey: of '?'J'iefvs";i s

in France, and, perhaps in Holland and Belgium, is larger than some of us - had ,th’_ought.j.f o
Some estimete the mumber of Jews in France as 300,000, others at 200,000.’ ,:,Li{ostv,_of' : ;
tnem are in hiding, with false passports, as French Cetholics. '-ﬁlis is,trué"of Lo
many Jewish children also, who are living with French peasants. In addition, thg}re_ -
are tens of thousands living in the'ir old residences, as Jews, and constantlyr menaced
with deportation. It is recognized that the nearer the invasion, the moie dis'posed
the Germans will be to deport these French Jews, and it is known thé.t* the Germgns l_le,ve
asked the Vichy Government for the names of all French Jews, usually a prelude to de~
portation. 7

The only way to save those pdults snd children’ st11l registered is to
facititate their escape into Switzerland or Sp}ain. Switzerland w;l.ll admit children
and old people, tut has some restrictions as regards the young and adult groups. Somé
action should be taken with respect to this, with the Swiss Governm‘ent., , Spe.in'vvrvill .

admit all age groups. The difficulty of organizing the escape ir.xtol, Spain 6r _S\i{ritzer—

Land, is that in mony cases professional smugglers must be employed. '.l!hey charge

large sums of money, about $800.00 per cepita, for such escapes. ".I}l}e.Genef -off ce,".

of the World Jewish Congress is doing a great deal to facilitate the esba'pé b‘f chlldrn.
from France and has recently brought 500 children into Switzerland. . ~ 7
/ During my disé‘asions vith French Jowish underground vorkers, active both -
in France and in London, a scheme was developed for organizing a small clandestine
group in France, to organize the escape of those in danger. "I discussed this plan

‘ .
with the French Commisar of the Interiow, M. D'Astier, who is also in charge of the

underground fwork in France, and was in London on his way from Algiers. ° He, in turn,




in France-- a French Jew, M. Borls.

structions to the French underground movement to assist such an organization when 1 I8t

established. The French underground movement cannot, liself, und.ertake to do this,

beéanse it has not the necessary manpower.

The World Jewish Congress has a number of young men at it disﬁosél. who
are experienced underground workers, both in London and Switzerland, ready énd able to
go to France to organize this work. Their efficiency would be gr,es.tly' increased if
one of the governments which has been doing underground work in France would be ready’

to lend technical agsistance (trensportation facilities, redio equipment, etc.).:

In my opinion this would be the most effective, if not the only way, to save p};ngh:e&s i

of thousands of Jews ewcape from France. It would be enormously !;elpfﬁl if the War
Refugee Board were ready to support such a scheme by giving American authorities in
cnarge of similar activities, imnstructions to lend suchAtechn'ical assistaﬁce as is
necessary. ]

This activity of the World Jewish Congress will be dirgcted from London
and Lisbon. The representative in charge in Lisbon is Isepc Weismsh, Avenida
Libverdada 179, who is known to the-American legation in Lisbon. M. Baron, who 1s

in charge in Londost and is the head ot the Committee of Frernch Jews, is experienced

in this work. It is my suggestion that the War Refugee Board, if prepared %o 's pport

euch a scheme, instruct someone in London and Lisbon to contact Mr. Weisman and M.

Baron-- the latter can be reached at 55 New Cavendish Street, London, and_. diis.cuss'
details with them}/"

I would be grateful for an esry reply on this guestion, as the organiza-
tion of the work depends to a large extent on whether technical assistance from the
Anmerican Government would be forthcoming.

ot

Nahum Goldmann

.
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MEMORANDUM:  War Refugee Board

Washing 011,
March 23 1944

During my stay in London, I had occasion to méet witﬂ the Avé,ridus‘-govér‘nﬁiéntz
in-exile, with members of the British Foreign Offfce, with Sir Her‘bert I}neraon smd hiB

statf, a great mumber of British members of Perliament, journalists, publicists, and.

leaders of public opinion. They were all deeply interested in the news of the
establishment of the War Refuges Board. Some attempt was made, unofficially, in ﬁritish, e
circles to vhittle down the impression made by this news, by charackerizing it as

window-dressing and a political menoever in an election Yyear. I did my best, and,

I believe, with some success, to convince all those with whom I talked and the private

groups wnich I addressed, that the War Refugee Board meant real business and was sét up
decause of the sincere desire of the American Government to do domething effective to
save the Jews of Burope. On the whole, though, the creation of the Board made g very
deep impression. 7

I suggested to various governments;-in—exile, that they take similér action

and establish War Refugee Boards of their own on which should be appointed high officials

assigned to deal exclusively with the problem of ‘saving Buropesn Jgws. The Polish
Govermment decided to set up such a Comnittes, which will socon be amnounced. ~ The

French' Military Association agreed to appoint a high official in Algiers to deal with

e o T
the question of the rescue of Jews and has instructed M. Boris, his representative in -

London to lend his support. A similar assurence was given to me ‘by Pi‘esidént"'Béﬂ'e'é

and Mr. Masaryk, whose department is in charge of such activities. The representatives

ot the Dutch, Belgian and Norwegian governments had several talks with representatives

RS < i g

of the World Jewish Congress in London concerning their participation in such work and
are pi‘epared to allocate considerable amounts of money for saving deported or hidden

Duven, Belgian and Norwegmn JeWS.

In general L ‘am convinced that the creation of th_)‘lar*ﬂefugee Board has

helped enoi‘:nously~to.make all these governments conscious of thelr responsibilities




in vhis matter.

govermments, not excluding the British, will "sooner oi_'rla'.te'r

American Government, which today, is the farthest‘ahe'ad 'in its ﬁﬁde_rstanding;a;nd met
But the inltiative wili have to continue to come from Washington, As regards- Gront
Britain, public opinion was also g

reatly impressed by the creation of the Wai Rafru:g'ee'i"
Board, as indicated by numerous articles in the British press. Wide sections o‘i‘
especially the Committee to save the victims of the Nazi terr

Miss Eleanor Rathbone, M.P

Parliament,

or, of which.
«s is the leading member

, wers ready to renew their public-
Campaign in order to get the British Govermment o

adopt policies similar to those
of the War Refugee Board,

Nahum Goldmann

wol;
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In renly please
refer toi

W
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Dear Dr, Kubowitali:

This te to mcknowledgs and thank youn for
your letter of March 21, 1944, quoting for our infore
mation the text of the cable sent by Avram Assa to
Mr, Vitalie Nghmias,

. Your sooperation in meking this inforummtion
available to us is appreciated., I assure you that the
Board 1s directing unstinted efforte to the eolution of
the problems precipitated by recent davelopments,

Very truly yours,

{B1aneq) J. W. Pehle

J.Y. Pehle
Aoting Exdeutive Direstor

Dy, A, Leon Kuybowitskl,

Head, Department Zuropean
Jevieh Affairs,

World Jewieh Uongress,

330 West 42nd Strest,

New Tork 18, New Vork,

n : —
W EBTowleriagr &-24—:@04 _—




CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .- com;nnso» UB1O UND

330 "WEST 42nd STREET

‘NEW YORK 18, N.-Y.

LONDON Ll . Chotany Con v Y

+ 55 New Cavendish St, W 1 o 7 . TerapuoNRE: LONCAGE S
GENEVA i

37 Quai Wilson

BUENOS AIRES
Corrientes 2024-9¢

JERUSALEM : March 21, 1944
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471

MONTREAL
1121 St. Catherine St. W

MEXICO CITY Hon, J. W. Pehle, Acting Exec. Director
Sonora 174-4 War Refugee Board
Executive Office of the President
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Referring to our conference of Wednesday, Margh 15 I beg to give you
herewith the text of a ceble sent by Avram Asda, one f the Bulgarian
Jewish leaders now in Palestine, to Mr. Vitelis Nahmims, Chairmen of "
our Bulghrian Jewish Representative Commit tee affiliated with the
World Jewish Congress.

The text is as follows:

TELAVIV 57 89
FIP VITALIS NAHMIAS

PLEASE PUT BEFORE JEWISH WORLD CONGRESS. SOS OUR BRET}E{EN ZBULGARIA S
REQUEST FROMPT ARRANGEMENT THEIR SALVATION FOR SITUATION NBARING: GA- e
LAMITY EVERY HOUR STOP REQUEST PARTICULARLY GREATER MASS: PASSAGE: THROUGH
YEUTRAL COUNTRY BORDERING. BULGARIA STOP DETAILED REPORT THESE BRETHREN o
SITUATION FOLLOWS ... AVRAM ASSA

It is clear that the neutral country to which this ca.ble refers ig '.l\n'ksy
and it appears from this céAble that Turkey still clingzs’ to her polioy in
the matter of transit visas.
(Qua’ {, P {“’“‘/‘/ 3’/)
. In the memorandum which the World J’ewysh Congress submitted to the War
Refugee Board, the following sugzestidns were made in connection With-
this problem;

"It is submitted that the Turkish Government be requesteds

1. to issue instructions to its frontier guards ‘4o, the effect .
that the ‘crossing of borders be facilitated for all refugeee perse-
cuted because of race or religion;

2. to instruct its consuls to grant transit visas, without )
limitation as to mumbers and duration ofjvalidity, to.all thome: for’
whom immigration certificates for Palestine are being held by the




representative of the Jewifh Agency for Palestine in Istanbul.!

[ Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain

Respectfully yours,

v
Kubowitzki, Head
Devcartment Yurooean Jewish Affairs




- Dear Dr. Goldmann:

I wish to thank you for your letters of Marct.: : -
1944, and the memoranda which you were kind enough to send ) ST
on to ma. Lo

I wish to assure you that the matteirs we have

discussed and the proposals which you have mada arae re~
ceiving our careful attention.

Very truly youra,

{81gned J. W, Pehle

Je Wo Pehla : - )
heting Bxecutive Divestor . i

Dr. \yahum ('}oldm‘ém,
Yorld Jewish Congress,

330 West 42nd Street,

New York, New York.

Fi:lab 3/24/44




mosl
_ Secretary Morgenthau’ MAR S

Mr. Pehls

The attached memorandum from
Dr. Nahum Goldmann of the World Jewish Con-
gress will be of interest to you in connec~
tion with the reaction in @reat Britain to
the establishment of thaigé; Rerugeé Board.

i
£
3

, (Mgnedf-?ﬁ.:g".-‘ P°h1° %

FH:lab 3/24/un
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SENUIAYIURD  Wer lefugee Board

mring my stay in London, 1 had oceeasion to mewud
witn the varioue zovernmente-in-exile, with menbers of the
British Joreign Tffice, with Sir Herbart Zmerson and his
ptaff, a grest nmouber of Britieh mezbars of Farlidzent,
Journaligse, oubliciets, and leaders of uublic opinlon.
They were all deenly interested in the newe of the estab-
lishuent of the Yar Refugee Board. 8ome sttenpt wagp ande,
unofficially, in Britieh cireles %o whittle down the im-
preszion made by tbis newvs, by characterizing 1t ns =
window-drerzing and a »olitieal nmanoever in an slection
year, 1 did my heset, and, 1 believe, with soms sutnese;

to corvinee &11 tno“c wvith vhow I talked end the ﬁriv&ta
sroung wiieh I acdrezeed, that the ¥ar Hefugee Doard neant
real business anc wag set up because of hhe aincere degive
of the American-Govarmzment to do enwething effeaiive %o
sove the Jewe of Burone., On the whole, thaugh, the aro-
ation of the Boerd wmade a very ‘deep Incression,

I suggected to various governments-in-exile,

that they take sizilar actlon and establieh Var Refuges
Boards of their own on which ghould he appointed high.

offieiale ascigned to deal exclusively vlth ths nrobles

of naving European Jﬁ@s. The Polish Governmenﬁ daaiﬂeﬁ
% 3 A ey

L - Sonpittee;—whioh vl P
‘ The French ?ilitary AFEOGi&fiﬂn agreed to annﬂinﬁ ahi,
offieinl in Alglere %o deal with the guestion of the
rescue of Jews and has instructed ¥. Boris, ite Tepre
sentative in London to lend hig support. A4 sisilor asew
ance vee glven to se by Fresldent Benes and ?r. aﬂaryk.;'
whose departuent is in charge of sueh activities,” The
reprecentatives of the Mutch, Belgisn and ¥orweplan
governments had zeveral talke with ropresentatives of the
sorld Jewish Congresa in London concerning thelir partici-
pation in mueh work amd are oreparod 0 allocate gon-
glderable asmounts of money for saving deported or hidﬂen
uteh, Belgian snd NOrw&gian Jevey,

qh

: In gencral, I an convinced that thﬁ oreation of
the ¥ ar Hﬁfugﬁe Board has helpad PﬂOf?OUﬁly o neke_ all

JEU——




oy

theae governments conacious of their respongibilities {n -
thie matter. I came back from London with tne definite -
inpression that all these governments, not exvluding

the British, will sooner or later falicw'tha'palicy»afA
the American Government, which today, is the farthast L
ahead in 1te understanding sna methode, But the initiative
vill have to continue to eone fron Washington, Ag regardsn
Great DBritain, publie oninion was also greatly innresped

by the oreation of the war Refugee Board, as indicated by
Mumperous articles in the British prense, tWide mestiong

of Parliament, especially the Committes to mave the victing
of the Kozt terror, of which Hles Bleanor Hathbone, k.p,,
is the leading menber, were reacy to renev their public
camoaipn in order %o get tne British Government to adonpt
rolicies mimilar to thoge of the ar Rafugee Board.,

Bahug Goldmann

by
N

pmmamesctrt e
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Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)

For letter #404 dated 3/27/4i4 from the Vorld Jewish Congress re: i
the President's statement and reply of 4/10/44 from Mr, Pehle. :

SEE: MEASURES DIRECTED TOWARD HALTING PERSFCUTION: STATEMENTS, POLICIES, . - =
AND INFORMATIONAL COMPAIGNS INSPIRED BY THE BOARD - L
PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT (LETTERS & CABLES)




