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In reply please 
refer to: 384 

APR 1 1944 

Dear Dr. lubowl tlld 1 

·'fhank you for JOUr let\er of Woh 84, 1944, 
encloeing a eummar.v of an editorial publiahed b7 the 
Norwegian Baal paper, 8frltt folk•, coacera1ag a broa~ 
caet addreae deliTered by the Borwegian M1n1ater of Jue­
ttoe in Exile, TerJe Wold. 

Your cooperation in making .th1e 1nfor•at1on 
aTailable to ue ie appreciated, 

Dr. A, .Leon Kubovltsk1, 
Bead, DepBrtment European 

Jewleh Affaire, 
Wo!iU...8!f_unJl.ousrua. 
~ Weet 42nd Street, 
New York 18, New York. 

r~i.Q'Md) ,T, w. Pehla 

I. w, .Pehle 
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Vaad Leumi, P. 0. ll. 471 March 34, 1944 
MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174·4 Hon. J. W. Pehle, Acting Exec. Director 

War Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

In reference to the suggestions made in the memor~dum presented 
to the War Refugee l;loard by the World Jewish. Congress -Wi-th. regard 
to the necessity of '<lqntinued warnings" to the Nazi' Q)lislinge, I 
thought you might be interested in reading the attached summary 
of an editorial tublished by the Norwegian}Tazi paper; "Fritt Folk~" 
on February 28. 

This editorial is a reaction to a broadcast address delivered by 
~orwegian Minister of Justice in Exile, Terje Wold. It appears 
clearly from this article that Wold• s speech made a very strong 
impression on the Kazi followers in ~Oll"a.Y'· -. 4., ('" • .. 
It is therefore our opinion that statements on retribution,_with 
specifiG· reference-to-crimes committed against: Jews, should be 
constantly reiterated. At the same time the population should.be 
urged, on grounds of huma.ni ty .cmd religion, as well as of self­
interest, t0 resist the policy of pers!)cution by succoring the 
victims. · 

ALK: dn 
Enc. 

r' 

r. A. Leon Kubowitzki~ Head 
Department ~ropean Jewish Affairs 

'.··.- "- \ 



NS' and the 1"iar: of Nerves -

lla. frHt' Folk, 28.2~ An editorial OOJilDlenh.on !l!erJe Wold's. 
Bpeeoh on war oriminals; thR ~'-as olearlJ 1napb:ed by the Jaw a and 
was intended as part of the war ~~rves. !b.Q.~h_iall!'rin~ O@.Palgn 18 ____ _ 
supposed, to bring the ~eeoh to theqlorwegian people, eapeoljllj't;o---­
.Nat1onal-5ooial1ats. 11'old and hla fellow refugees say that every memb~r 
of the NS is a "war criminal."· For this 1deallst1o attitude towards 
the problema of the day every member of the NS will reoeive urUed puniab,­
ment. The. most semitio Of our opponents look forward to heads rolling on 
the ground or "e_very Norwegian tree - one member of the NS." Others ~a­
joice at the thou{#lt of deporting NB members llo Bear leland wh.en the war is 
over. ~e Swedish press too has ~reseed enthusiasm in this oonneotlon. 

Nobody laughs more heartily at these gloomw predictions, and nobodJ 
is more above them Ulan the NS IISIIIber. Be Joined with the great idea ot 
National-Booialam onoe and for all, and the question ot life, ~ea'h or ooal­
mining on Bear Island does not affeot him •. Wold'e Jewish statements on 
punishment and retal1allion therefore, have the same e:tteot upon ua as water · 
on a du.o k' a baok. 9!he war of neJ.'TEia agat.nat mea•era of the B8 is beins 
waged more in tensely and BJs temaUoally than aver, and ·it a me thode show thl4t 
the Jewa are behind u. !l!he "war or1m1nala," however., refuse to be· tright­
eDSd either by the l4in1aller of JuaUoe liold or liJ o~her mouthpieoea of Jewry. 

th 

I· 
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April 6th, 1944 

Hon. John w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington 2b, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pehl~:~: 

TBLBPHONB; LONGl!JI~ _$;~ . 

May I oall your attention to the followins?. 

. . , we 
been informed by some ot our.friends that if the 
pledge made a year ago by a number ot stat1s to 
aooept a certain number of Jewish children was re­
iterated at present, it would oer.tainly have a most 
excellent ef~ect on the attitude of Switzerland, 
Spain and Portugal. 

You will remembe_/that the countries which made sucb a 
pledge were: I ' , .... 

The United states ..... 5000 children 
Canada ..... 500-children ' .. ---
Mexioo •- 500 children 
Argentina 1000 oh114ren 
Ohil~ · 50 ohildren 

I trust you will give this matter your attentive 
consideration. < 

Sincerely yours, 

n Kubow1tzk1 

ALK:lw 

. i 
' 

i 
J 
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WORlD JEWJ.SH 1:01\lliRE·Ss: . 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • •• CQNGRESO JUDIO MUNI>IAi ;. 

330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

April 6, 1944 

Mr. Jolm w. Pehle, Executive Director 
IYar Refugee Board 
Executive O.t'.t'ioe o£ the President 
Washington 25, D. o. 

Jl May I ·call your attention to the £cll~~g: 
. I 

A leader o£ one o£ the Balkan Free Mcwements conveyud 
to us his conviction that a warning aQ.drettsed personally 
through appropriaj:e channels to Admiral Horthy, to 
Marshal Antonesou, and to the Bulgarian Regents would 
be the best deterrent £ram an extremist anti-Jewish' 
policy in the Balkan c~tries. 

I trust you will grant this suggestion your attentive 
o·on&ideration. 

~:bg 

J 
Kubawitzki, Head 
ropean J8llish Ai'.fairs 
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WOHtD
1 
JEW.I SH l:ONliHES~ 

CONGRES .rUIF l\IONDJAL 
.. • CONGRESO ·JUDIO MUNDIAL 

330 'WEST 4~nd . STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

:Ion. Jc~~n W. l)ehle 
,(:;;tr Ref~e:;ee 3oe.rd 
1\:ain Treas..-ry .au:l-ling 
,.~-:;.sl"li~~tvn, D. C. 

••"'ril 10, 1944 

CADLHS(CONG!IBSS, NBIY YORJ.{. 

TnLsrnoNu: LONGAcnn 5-2600 

Th~s will acknonl.ed;e receipt of t.Le last two confiden~ial 
messa,.:;es..." wh' en you were- kind, cno'.lgh to transmit to me from 
Gerhart Riegner'of Gene~a. Their confidential nature is 
a;>>Jreciate·d by tr1e :;,e,~bers of our Executive Or;>mmittee who 
will undoubtedly be in Co'ltact with the members of your 
Joard to consi:ler probable courses of action, 

irn/id 

.. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE Ap~il 10, 1944 

TO 

FROM 

Mr. Pehle 
I 

Secretary Morgenthau 

I was very much pleased when I re~d Cable No. 
1851 dated March 25th from Bern. The World Jewish 
Congress seems to be making real progress since we found 
a way of getting them the money. 

' J. 
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l4J]MORANDUM OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN MRo KUBOWITZKY OF . 
THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRE:SS, AND MR, LESSER AND MR, AKZIN .OF '1'/RB,. 

In Mr. Lesser's Office -April 13, 1944• 

In the course of the conversation, Mr, Kubowitzky raised.the 
following points: · 

. I 
(1) Adprl.ssion into Portugal of "registered" children, 

Would it be possible to get Portugal to issue a statement to 
the effect that it is willing to offer temporary refuge to 
3,000 children now in France and•registered by the Germans 
for probable deportation to Poland? if the Portuguese govern- · 
~ent is willing to do so, it might be asked to approach the 
German and Vichy authorities, requesting them to let'these 
children go, and to approach Spain, requesting permission 
for these children to .pass in transit. · 

This would probably involve the need for the United States ... 
to guarantee to Portugal the maintenance of these children. . 
The actual burden would roost likely be underwritten by private 
welfare agencies in this country, · 

(2) Recepti.'<>n· centers in Portugal for "hidden' children. 
Some progress is reported by Mr, Weisman, the . Wo~:~ld Jewish 
Congress representative in Lisbon, in getting 11hidcten" Jewish 

ildren out of France and through Spain into Portugal. 
, Weisman proposes, and JJr. Kul:>owitzky strongly endorses,the 

proposal, that reception camps be established in Portugal 
for such children. This would make possible a larger influx 
of "hidden" children from France into Portugal. · 

The advantage of concentrat'ing children from France in 
Portugal rather. than in Spain lies mainly in the relative 

·abundance of food and other necessities in Portugal and in 
their extreme scarcity- in -Spain;-- · ···· 

(J) Turkish Jews in German-occupied territory - Demarches 
~n Turkey, ~hile some Jews of Turkish nationality are regarded 
as citizens bg Turkey and are thus able either to go to Turkey 
or to stay in their places of residence protected by their sta­
tus as neutral nationals, other claimants of this kind are not 
recognized by Turkey as their nationals, 1~. Kubowitzky urged 
that the Turkish government be asked to extend recognition to 
them as well, 

(4) Turkish Jews in German-occupied Europe - Demarches in 
Spain. Turkish Jews remaining in Europe are at the same time 
Se,Phardic Jews, i.e,, Jews of Spanish· descen.t .- In view of this 

1 

!. 
' .I 

. -~-\ 
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Mr. Kul:lowitzky..asked that--the Spanish goverrunent be approaqhed­
at.the sarr,e time with a request to permit their admission into· 
Spain.· 

, (5) Turkish insistance on transit visas. The insistance 
of the Turkish authorities that the Jews·be in possession of 
Turkish transit visas before reaching Turkish territory makes 
impossible any large scale progr~ of refugee rescue through 
Turkey. Believing that no other methods would cause Turldl:sh 
authori~ies to change their attitude in this respect, Mr.· 
Kubowitzky suggested that a cable from the President of the · 
United States to the President of the Turkish Republic might 
be the only means of solving this question. S 

~~ 
(6) Admission of Jews from Finland into SDaioa• Though, 

for the time being, the Jews in Finland do not appear parti­
cularly threatened, past events have shown that even the most 
pessimistic among us were too pptimistic. We must anticipate, 
therefore

1 
that Jews in Sweden too will be subject to S\ldden 

persecy.tion. Therefore the Swedish government be--urged to 
admit Jews from Finland. 

( 7) Dr.' Tooker 1 s proposed .journey to Latin America. 
World Jewish Congress w9uld like to send Dr. ·Solomon Tooker 
as its representative to Latin America, and requests the · 
Board 1s assistance in making this journey possible. A 
letter to this effect was transmitted by Mr. Kubowitzky to Mr. Lesser. 

,,,··· 

(8) Information bulletin. '.l.'he World Jewish Congress, 
and other private organizations too, would appreciate very 
much receiving some systematic information concerning the 
activities and achievements of the Board. This would greatly 
encourage such organizations in purJ:~uing their activities, 
and would help. them intelligentlY.::~~s----=•:~fu""i-r-::th"'e::-:r"-:.:-::-::::C~o_-;u;:l_,-d:-:---~-----'-----_;_----
not a special weekly bulletin be mailed out a cM.e~ .• uJ~v 
selected list of-those organizations and agencies with 
wnich the Board cooperates? The Board could stipulate that 
the contents of the bulletin remain confidential. · 

·~ .. 
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April lS, 19 

FROM L. S. Lesser 

Rabbi Kalmanowitz was in·yasterday and asked that I make_three 
suggestions to you on his behalf. Here they are: 

·: _; __ I -
(1) Press reports indicate that there is a conference either 

in progress or about to begin in Vatican City about saving Rome. 
Ra.bbi Kalma.nowitz, pointing to the higher value of human lives and 
dignity, asks whether it is not possible to put saving the lives 
of Jews and other persecuted peoples on the agenda of that con­
ference. · 

,C I 

(2) The .only possible solution for Jews is evacuation from 
Germa.n-control1ed areas. Rabbi Kalma.nowitz asks whether it is 
:P(>·asible to initiate negotiations for 8UCh an evacuation, on an 
exchange basis or otherwise, for Lithuanian, Hungarian and other 
Jews. 

(.3) Geographically, 1t would appear possible to arrauge 
escapes from Lithuania to Sweden. The Rabbi asks whetb~ the 
Board could undertake to arrange a large scale small-b6at 
evacuation across the Baltic., · 

·--~·\' 
- ., 
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~411 

Mr. -lAwrence s. lesser 
Assistant Director, War Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D. o. 

Dear Mr. lesser: 

April 19, 191!4 

I I attach a copy o~a letter which was sent by A!J'• D. Bo Haver-. 
kamp of the American Red Oross to Dr. Ivan Soubbotitoh, 
Yugoslav delegate.to the -Red Orosso You will r~ber that 
this is a matter with which we dealt in pur "Program of 
General Measures of Relief and Rescue" on pages 2' and 24. 
We came back to it in·~a memorandum attached to a letter I wrote 
on April- 6 to Mr. Pehle. 

ihe statement that the 1200 Jewis}l Yugoslav internees are not ~r: 
"bonafide civilian internees" is tragically ironic. It is as \_;:,v 
if these unfortunate people had insinuated themselves into the .

1 concentration camps for the pleasure of being interned, and :1 
are now begging for undeserved privileges&· .• 

May I copy belo-N the conclusion of ollr said memorandum, attached .......... ~~ to my letter of April 6: 
-- -0

As we have been negotiating in this _na'l;ter for more than a __ ·~---- - ~--
_year___and-a-half'-w1thout-maktng-the -slightest progress, as... . . . ·· 
all our arguments and expl~nations have can~ up against a . · t;i· ~. • 
blank wall of stubbornness and bad will, and as our internees lj 
who are undernourished are ·being killed off when they have ; 
no strength left to continue their work, _I submit that the . · I 
President be respectfully requested to cut the Gor4ian knot ! 
by personally taking up this matter with the blockade authori-
ties in London. 11 



c 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS· 

NATIONAL ~UAR~RS 

Dr. Ivan Soubbotitch 
912 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Dr. Soubbotitch: 

lVashington, April 10, 194!~ 

Please~ refe'r to your .letter of March 11, 1944, addressed to,/ 
Mr. Philip Rylfu reference, 1200 Jew- Yugoslav civilian internees 
in Croatia. The State Department and British Blockade authori­
ties have refUsed to authorise relief supplies to be sent to 
these internees in Croatia. on the following basis: 

They are definitely not assimilated. 

They are neither assimilated to prisoners of war nor are they 
bonafide civilian internees. 

o£ auppUes were , the regulations and restrictTons 
governing the oamp would not permit International Red Cross 
.to ~ke proper .adequate visits or to effect equally proper 
effective supervision and control over distribution of supplies 
as that accorded prisoners of war or bonafide oivilian internees.· 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) D. B. HAVERKAMP 

I 

I 
I· 
•( 
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Ill zoeply pleaee 
re(er toa 481 APR 2 0 1944 

Dear Dr, Xubow1tak11 

fhie l8 to aolmowled(le and thank 7QU fG't 
JOUI' la\ten ot Api'U 6 and 71 19 .. , lubtd.\\l1al ns­
geations to 8ld 1n thG piJOholostoal llde of the·Jbat4'• 
aoUvlt1ea. 

the Board ls preaeatlly etuilylag YU!oue •-• 
of perauadina the p6ople of the tatelllte cnuntrtee 1a0t 
to cooperate tri the peraeoutlon potter of the Nasta &ad 
aeana of ooabattlng the meaauret for deportation and exte_r• 
abaUon ·of I ewe ln \hoae co'Qiltrtea. The. tu«geeUone which ' 
you haYI aublltUed vlll be oaHfully ooatl,d~red in OODneOt .. 
ton with thtl PI'OJI'&a, 

~ 

J>ai. A. lie on lt111Jov1bltl 1 

. Yef1 truly roun, 

J, lf. Pehle 
Zx•_ouUt:t Iilr•ator 

-u-e-a4~ --n-epart•••t EUrijjiili -- ---
Jevteh Attab·e, 

World Jewlth OoAgt•••· 
1834 Jroad...,. • 
lev York 831 lev York. 

r·· 

\_, 

·;.: 

------· ~-c----
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, cAULB~I Co*n~~s,N~w'Y~li~ . 

TBLB~HiiNB; .• LONGA~;uF s_.:i6riii 

Yr. John W. Pehle,- Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Exe\outive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D. o. 
Dear Yr. Pehle: 

April 6, 191!4 

We just received a:oable fran ourj3ritish Section, 
conveying· to us a request from Dr. Riegner, one of our 
represen~tives in Geneva. 

Dr. Riegner asks 1lrgently that an appeal from ./ 
leading clw.roh personalities be broadcast to the satellite 
countries, urging the Christian populatio~/on grounds 
of humanity and religion to resist the policy of persecu­
tion, ~d to hide and suooor their. Jewish neighbors. 

Dr. Riegner 
situation in the 
now prevailing 

is extremely well acquainted with the .. 
satellite countries, and with th• treri~s 

I consequently trUst you will- · -

'~. '' .' ;,_ .. ,_-· 

.. 

--------~ant_~~s--ml~lst:Lon._ycm~-at~Jltive .. c~~sideJ~atioD~.~~~~--~~----~~----~-
-----. -- -----------. ----.---:----=~-·---;:--'---------~.~-'--'----'~-~__:____-h'------

Looking forward to hearing fran you, 

Sincerely yours, 

ALK:bg 

~411 



LOND'ON 
55 New Cavendish St., W I 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson . 
BUENOS AIRES 
Corrlentes 2024-9o 

JERUSALEM 
Vsad Leumi, P. 0. B. 411 

MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CIT~ 
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330 WEST 42nd STREE9. · ·• · 
NEW YORK 18, N.Y. · ·• . 

April 7, i944 

Hon. J'ohn W. Pehle, Executive Director 
·War Refugee Board 
Executive Offiae of the Pre~:liden~ 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pehles 

We understand that the War Refugee Board is gran,!;oing 
considerable attention to the ma.tte:t;;of payobologioal. we.:r..;; 
fare and tha.t the situation in Hungary is being especially 
watched from this viewpoint.. · · · 

I 
'\' .-_,-

' .!; 

L, 
I;; 

-k 
>, 

It. appeU.s f'rom i1).forma,tion received recently that the 
persecution of J'ews in l):unga.ry will develop 'at a myoh· 
speedier pace than in any othar co.11ntry. The Hungarian 
Minister of the Intefior anno11noed in a. broadcast over the 
Budapest radio tha.t he will wage a mercile.ss war against 
the .rewa. Three. hundre.d thousand Germans are scheduled to \. 
arrive in Hungary next week to take possesS'ion oi' the homes r.. 
from which .rewa will be deported. · .·• f 
We know :f'rolll the ex:periance of' other oo11nt~ies tha,t.. the. t'. 

;_, 

ragistars containing the lists of' the .reWi sh popula;tfon; I 
· -- and-the-yel-low-badge S--Whioh-.Ia\ts_a.r.e.._c.runp.!tl.l.ed ·. to ·:-'· wL;e,a.,r"~''-. _,ar~.e""'·~· -~-+!_•·· ___ _ 

indispensable instrwnents for- the ex:~outiop of meaBill;'~B Of . I. 

...... 421 

deportation and extai'mii:la.tTon •.. Yay 'we consequently siiggast ·• . 
tlla;t the broadoasts beamed. to Hu.,ngary should urge the .rewish _ 
population to· abstain from wearing the yellow badges and~-eo· 
destroy all registers which may reveal the identity o:f' .rewa · 
who are in hiding or who intend to hide. The oroadoasts 
should, at the same time, urge the gentile population to 
assist their .rewish neighbors in their efforts to e.soape 
persecution. · 

Sinaerely yours 

• A. Leo Kubowi t z.k:i, Head . 
Department Euro.pean ·.rewish·· A-ffa,iri:t; 

j· 



kn reply please 
refer to: 479 

APR 2 0 lH44 

Dear Dr, Xubow1tzk11 

Thank you for your· letter of April 7, 
1944, enolosln~ a aummary of ~ radio talk broa4-
caet to England on the toplo, "Nobody- Wanta the 
Jews". 

Your cooperation 1n making this 1nfor_., · 
ation ava~lable to the ioard 1e appreo1rited, 

Very ~~7 'yours, 

J. W, Pehle 
l!lxecutlTe Director 

Dr~ A. ~eon Kubowitsk~.­
HeAd, Deportment European 

Jewleh Affaire, 
World Jewish Congress, 
1834 .Broadway, 
1lew York 23, Net1 York, 

Pfi.<_rJ...~ -7-
~~. 

.-- !- ~ . • 

~~ 'f-l.o 

t . 
Blmutch1soa:at;r · 4-18-44 

·y 

_,, 
; 



WORLD JEWI SB 1::01\T 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • •• CONGRESO JUIHO 1\fUNi>IAL' 
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GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrlentes 2024-9o 

JERUSALEM 
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1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174·4 

330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

April ? , 1944 

Ron. JOhn W. Pehle, Exec~tive Director 
Executive Office of the President 
War Ref~gee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr .. Pehlet 

' Yo~ may remember that in oo·nneotion with the q~est:ion · 
of psychological warfare, yo~ were inte}'ested in our 
argument that repeated warnings to Germany were important . 
~n view of the fact/ that th.)t United Nations ·~r:e interested 
1n counteracting Nad propaganda which presenta America · 
and Grea.t Britain as the homes of growing anti-Senlitic 
movements, a. propaganda. which carries in it the s~ggestion 
that crimes against .Jews will not b~ puniShed> 

. . 
Attached is a stllllllla.ry of a ,radio talk bdoadoast t<;~. • .... · .. 
England on March l3.th on the topic 11Nobod,y Wants t}le •· • · 
T It . . . .. . ' ' . .. ews • 

--- ~-- --- ______ _:_ ___________________ ~--i-,---~'-'--~c:c.--;--.,--~..,__._:+-

ALKW:ef 
Eno. 

• A. Leon Kpbowitzki, Head 
epartme.nt· European Jewish Affairs 
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RADIO . NATIONAL (ENEMY ORIGIN) IN ENGli~SH JrQR V.It/ 

(Recepti~n variable) . 

· "Our New Feature: News About the .rewa" 

~- (8 mins) 

Nobody Wants the Jews 

All over the world, statesmen warn thei:r;f people against the 
Jews. In Australia dele·gate.s to the recent Labour Party Conference 
criticised them. (Points from speeches at the Co~erenae quo:t;edt 
expressing sympathy with the Arabs; references. to anti.oSemiti$ in 
Argentina and Canada). .rust before th_e outbreak o:r war 125,000 · 
members of the .Tohn Baptist Society in Q.uebec sigJ?.ed a. petition _ 
asking Parliament not to admit Jewish refugees to Canada. The Jews 
themselves complain tba.t nobod;iy wants them ••• (indistinct passage). 
They say that America could af:rord to be generous 'in t:he matter of 
poat ... war .Tewiah immigration. Regarding .Tewiah refugees in this 
country, a. Jewish Press comment, while admitting that we are allowing 
800 Jews to enter the coantry per month, say·s _that this serves a . 
strictly utilita-rian basis. Nea_rl.y all were ad.mit:tad beca.use they 
were wanted for the armed forces and they watild -'Qe repa.triated-after 
the war. Th11s, arg11es the paper, Britain, .). ikle the u.S.A., OQlJld -
afford "to take more resp~nsibil ity for those in neutral States, who· 
could not ?e repatriated. 

"' This is what t.he Jews think. But anti ... semitism is growing 
so much in every country that Governmants dare not admit any more 
Jews. The u.s. police sre helpless in anti-Jewish riots~· a.s publi~ 
feeling is so strong. If riots do o c the .rewa blame the pOlice. 
The investigation of at:tacks_o Jew in Bo ton placed th~ blame o~. 
the poli_ce ·for .not 9heoki.gg the i ·turbanoa ·;,- .·T _¢: P _ a ·qoni~o;; , 

. missioner has iss'ued 'a statement defending tlie . . rca under his. com.- : 
m:md and ;referring to the spreading of anti-Sam i~. · · 

Detailed accounts were recently publis ttNew York 

.j 

Post" and lone "P.M.• of widespread anti .. semit outbu.rsts in New 
York, under headlines such as: •It did happen here", "Anti .. semitia 
riots faH to stir police to .action" and ttHe is a Jew • let hinr -- .. , · 
have it". And tba.t is the voice of America. 
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Ia reply please 
refer to1 496 APR 2 0 1944 

Dear Dr. Kubowitzkl& 

Thank you for your letter of April 6, 1944
1 

enclosing memoranda vhloh Dr. Goldman had intended to 
discuss with me. 

- The D.oard ta preaanur worktna on- the prob­
lems preeented 1n Dr. Goldman'• memoraAda. 

Dr. A. Leon Kubow1t~1. 
Head, Department European 

Jewish Affairs, 
\forld Jewish Oonr,reu, 
1834 Droadwllcy', 
Rew York 23, Rev York. 

Tery truly yours, 

J. 11. Pehle 
lxao~ttve D1reotor 

··, ,-,-.•,·;·· 
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April 6, 19W.i. 

Mr. Jolm w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Emoutive Oti'ioe ot the President 
Washin~ton 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle : 
. ' J 

Dr. NAhum Goldmann, Chairman of our Administrative 
Committee, intended to oall on you today and to diaouaa 
with you the matters outlined in the attached memoranda. 

Since he was prevented tran seeing you by oiroum­
atances beyond his oontrol, I take the liberty of sending 
the 1116l1J,oranda in question, in the hope ~;t you ,wi:!-1 . . , 
grant them your attentive consideration~ · · · · · · 

Sincerely yours, 

ALK:bg 

j; .I 

:. - ,- .. ~_·_,_ 

·:,_ 



· .. /· 

Red' Cross Food' Parcels. ;for Jews 
in Internment, Concentration and labor Camps 

in Occupied Europe 

It appears that the \'far Refugee Board as well as the 
International Red Cross and the American Red Cross are powerless 
to induce the blockade authorities to change their policy with 
respect to the use oi' Red Cross ;food parcels for Jews in internment, 
concentration and labor camps. ~e latest and most striking example 
is that o£ the l200 Jews who are interned in concentration camps in 
Croatia. 'lhere are large stocks o;f Red Croso food parcels in 
Switzerland. The Red Croaa delegate in Croatia is ready to have 
these· food parcels distributed under his personal supervision. 
However, and notwithstanding the intervention of Dr. Saubbotitoh, 
the Red Cross delegate o£ the Yugoslav Government, Mt. Ryan of the 
American Red Cross tol~~me on Maroh ~Oth that he could not authorize 
the use o~ the Red Cross food parcels now in Switzerland for this 
purpose. • ~ese food parcels are earmarked, 11 he said, 8for the 
exclusive use ot suoh internees as are officially recognized as 
civilian internees. Should the blockade authOrities learn that they 
have been distributed to people who do not fall within this c9.tegory, 
the entire Red Cross food parcel service for prisoners of war and 
civilian internees would be jeopardized.• 

- ~ 

As we have been negotiating in this matter 'for mol;'e than 
a year and a half without making the slightest progress, as all our 
arguments and explanations have come up against a blank wall of 
stubbornness and bad will, and as our internees who are undernourished 
are being killed off when they have no strength left to .oontinue 
their work, I sul:mit that the President be reapeot.f'U:).ly requested 
to out the Gordian knot by personally taking up this matter with the 
blockade authorities in London. 



i'ransit Polioy of the l\lrkishv GovertlUlEtnt 

ihere is no need to stress the inoreaaed importanoe 
of Turkey, as a result of the recent developnents, as the lite 
line of eaoape from Hungary, Slovakia and the Balkan oountriea. 

It seems ~t if the shipping situation has recently 
improved, there has been no :fundamental ohange ot the policy of 
the TUrkish.Government in the question of transit visas for 
adults. l'hat TUrkey should remain the only l'leutral couhtry'in 
Europe where it is impossible for a refugee to croas the border 
without a visa ls a revolting and unbearable situation. 

Since it appears that Ambassador Steinhardt and. 
Mr. Hirsolunann did not have much success in this respect, I 
submit that President Roosevelt be respectfully requested to 
take this up with the highest TUrkish authorities. ihis is a 
matter of the greatest urgency. 

. . . J 
A message received fran Dr. Gerhart Riegner ·through 

the Amerioan Legation in Bern,· un9-er date of March 30, 191!4. 
reads in part as follows: 

"Evacuation' to TUrkBy which should be promowd by-all means 
possible is a most urgent matter. It is requested that you 
intervene urgently and firmly with the Turkish Government tor 
unconditional issuance c£ entry visas tor Bulgarian Jews and 
adm1t on TUrkish frontiers even all those who illegally present · 
themselves. Absolutely inefficient are the present rules which 
admit the entry of emall groups of fifty only when the preoeding 
fif'ty have departed from TUrkey for Palestine. ihe keystone ot 
any real evacuation program is the intervention of the War netugee 
Board and the United States Government with the authorities ot 
1\lrk:ey to change their attitude. • ~ 

·- ...... ... ~ 
' . ' 



• • 
Plight of the Finnish Jews 

tt is hard to form an idea of e.l!XI.otly what is going on 
in Finland1 whether the peace negotia tiona with Soviet Russia are 
being conducted with the knowledge and agreement of the ·German 
authorities, and whether Germany intend& to .act with regard to 
Finland as it did with regard to Hungary when, in her opinion, the 
time is ready to strike. 

It is submitted that no risk should be taken as far as 
the Finnish Jews are concerned, and that t1ley be 'evaouated to Sweden 
without any further delay. 

Such a program implies of course negotiations with the 
Finnish Government as well as with the Swedish Gove1•nment. Such a 

···':\ 

task falls within the competence of the War Refugee Board. 'lhe 
execution of the program of evacuation should not meet with insuperable 
difficulties, as the number of people involved is rather small. '!here 
are only 1800 Jews in Finland. 

.. ··. 



__ ,J Delegate~ to Southern U.aly' 
~- t 

The reports recently received by the World Jewish Congress 
on the situation o~ the refUgees in Southern Italy present a dis­
tressing picture o~ the plight of the people who thought that their 
liberation by the Allied annies would mean the end of all miseries. 

The instHution o~ any program of relief suffers from 
conflicts of competence and jurisdiction. The UNRRA direction is 
of the opinion that since Southern Italy ia under Allied military 
control, UNRRA is not entitled to care for the displaced persons 
who are in this region. The Civilian Affairs Division of the Ylar 
J;>epar'lanent is also limited in its possibilities because the authority 
ot tho Badoglio Government has been restored. Moreover, t!ds Divi­
sion is without recent news from the Special Su~cammittee on Displaced 
Persons which has been ?stablished in Southern Italy. 

' 
The World Jewish Congress is anxious to send a delegate 

to Southern Italy who should be able to report on the situation, who 
should contact the Jewish communities in Southern Italy d.ndSioily, 
and work out a program of relief and rehabilitation for the refugees 
and displaced persons who are there. 

This delegate would also endeavor to contact the Jewish 
organizations in Northern Italy, and engage in a program of rescue 
of the thousands of Jews in Italy·who now suffer the greatest 
hardships and perseautions at the hands of the Germans and the 
Italian Fascista. 

In order to avoid the difficulties which might arise from 
conflicting oompetenoes, it_ is submitted that such a delegate to 
fulfill his mission'·should be appointed a representative of the War 
Re.fUgee Board. 

One of the former leaders of Italian Jewry, now in Palestine, 
Mr. Augusto Levi', is prepared to proceed to Italy. His vast experi­
ence with Italian Jewish aiTairs, and the prestige he enjoys with all 
Jewish elements in Italy make him a most suitable candidate. 
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Mr. lawrence s. Lesser 
liar Refugee Board 
~outive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D. o. 

Dear Mr. Lesser: 

April 21, 19lt4 

Ylith reference to the telephone conversation we had today, 
I received f'rom our London office the following cable, which 
was sent to them by' Dr. Rtegn,-, one of our Chmeva represen-
tatives: · . , 

a From reliable sour.ee~ plans German govemm.ent speoie.l 
provi"sions for exterfuination Jfms n'llllbering aoo,ooo by 
concentrating them in ; zones stop Plan completed within 
6 months stop Usual preliminary eteps taken namely regis-. 
tration and yellow badge followed by arrest deportation 
places arranged similarly as in Poland stop Bu.ggeet-cJows- -
advised seek refuge inside and outside Hungary by dl 
conceivable means and warned .not· make same miatali:e as. Jows · 
in Poland arid Netherlands but destroy all relevant lists 
CClllll'lllnities etoetera. 11 • 

In this respect, may I refer to the letter I wrote on April 7 to 
Mr. Pehle, in which I suggested "that the broadcasts beamed to 
lhlngary should urge the Jewish potulation to abstain f'rom wearing 
the yellow badges and to destroy all registers which may reveal 
the identity of' Jews who are in hiding or who intend to hide. 'l'he 
broadcasts should, at the same time, urge the Gentile pofUlation 
to assis/t their Jewish neighbors in their efforts to escape per• 
seoution. 11 

I trust that the suggestion will receive the inmediate attention of 
the W'ar Refugee Board, and that the neceseary instructions will be 
given in order to IUt this into e1'f'eot without delay. 

ALK:bg 

· Sinoerel~:J 

', j 
Leon Xubawitzki, Head 
apartment 

' 

.. j 

1 
! 



TO Mr. Pehle 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE, PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE 

April 21, 1944 

FROM L. S. Lesser 

,_.· 

J I 
Dr. Kubowitzki of the World Jewish Congress was in yesterday 

and took up with me the following matters which had been subjects of 
discusl'ions between you and Dr. Goldmann! I tole. Dr. Kubowit~ki that 
I ?Ias not familiar with these matters and would take up their present 
status with you: 

v , 

1. The flying of money to Poland. Dr. Kubowitzki says 
that the opportunity to carry out this project grows less and less 
as the days grow lonl?er. ' 

' ' ,/ 
-2. The Turks h~ve been turning back refugees without visas 

who reach the BtugarianLTt~kish land border and the suggestion bas 
been made that an urgent appeal be made to the Turks to open this 

. / border. As I understand it, it was indicated that an app_eal br t}l~ 
~ President is what is wanted. 

~ -'? 
,~/- ./·3. It is said that there. are seveml Poli131f'ships tied up_ . 
at Stockholm~"'with food and clothing in their holds. It was originally 

' i- · .1intended that these ships should proceed ~o Poland to relieve the 
1civilian population but ~ the British have prevented their . / 

· 'departure. The suggestion is that some steps be taken to see to it 
' that the food, at least, is permitted to go forward.· 
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Mr. I. M. Weinstein 
War Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
\'fashington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Weinstein: 

April 24. 191!4 

I should like to oall your attention to an article, 
the summary of whioh I just read, and which -was published 
by the 11Grenzbot'" of Bratislava, Sl~ia, on Fe~ary 20, 
1944. ibis article oexhor,ts the Germans in Slovalda to make 
the mo~t of the oppo'rb.mity of buying Jewish houses which 
are p ravided for them by the Volksgruppenfuehrung{ They 
shouldn't be deterred tram doing so by the vicissitudes, the 
brief duration of whioh is obvious. 

This article proves that people in occupied countries 
are more and more reluctant to puroh,.,se goods of which the 
Jews have been robbed. l4ay I suggest that this reluotanQe be. 
increased bY broadcasts which will wan1 the purchasers and 
even users of property that has belbnged' to Jws, that they 
will be considered as accamplices ot the confiscators and will 
be dealt with accordingly. 

Sincerely yours, 

n Kubovri tzki 
ALK:bg · ,e Department 

( 

'· 
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cAoL& ADDRESS ·B~NG'RS · , STEPHEN S. WISE, PRESIDENT 

CARL SHERMAN, CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE TELEPHONE LONGACRE 5-2600 

NATHAN D. PERLMAN } VICE-PRESIDENTS 
LEO H. LOWITZ 
LOUIS LIPSKY, CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING COUNCIL 

M. MALDWIN FERTIG, CHAIRMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITIEE 

JACOB LEICHTMAN, TREASURER 

) 

Office of Dr. Wise' 
40 West 68 Street, 
New York, 23, N. Y, 

April 27, 1944. 

Hon. J. w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 

' Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I merely acknowledge at this moment the receipt of 
your letter of April _25th, conveying the "Very aon­
fidential" message from Messrs. Riegner'and Licht~ 
heim, received from the American Legation at Bern 
some days ago._ 

The office of the World' Jewish Congress will be in 
further touch with you. 

------~--------------F-a-1~~ 
SSW:S PRESIDENT 

-· . . ·- ...... ~ . 
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...... 421 

Hon • .Tohn w. Peille, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D. C, 

D~r Mr. Penle: 

~ I refer to the conference Dr. Nahum Goldmann had with 
yo.u conce~ng our int!llntion to send 'Mr. Siegfried 
K'ramarsky to, Portugalvin order that he may discuss the 
present situAtion in the field of our reecue work with Mr, 
Isaac Weissman our Lisbon representative and may assist 
hUn in his present efforts. I attach a copy of a-cur­
riculum vitae prepared by Mr •. Eamarsky, 

We would like to nave Mr. Namarsky stay in Portugal for a 
few months after whicll time he will return,:t.o this cou:nt.ry. ·. ·, · ... 

We would be very grateful .. to you i:f you would recommend 
Mr. ~sky to the State Depa.rtment for the speedy . 
granting of a re-entry permit as well. as to. ~e PortugEise, 
.Eabass.y for the granting of a l>ortugese vis&'. · We \vould'. also, 
appreciate it very much i1' you would provide him wit.h),etters 
of introduction to the representatives of the American: · .· ~ •. 
Government and War Refugee Board in Lisbon and· authoriZe him 
to make use of the facilities of the American lim.'bassy for · · 
the transmission of messages to, this country on the rescue 
activities in which he will·engage. 

ALKtef 
Enc .. 

Since ely yo uro 

- ukYA, 
on Kubowi tzki( Head 

Departme.nt 



• 
S. KRAMARSKY 

40 WALL STREET 

NE'W YORK 5, N. Y. 

BOWL.ING GREEN 9·1798 

Born~ April 14, 1893, Guebeck, Germany. 
W.c.rried- three children (one son wit;'l u,S.Forces). 

Eciuc<;tion: High-school, Germany. 

Profession~:l experiAnce: 1911 - 1919 employee of .. t'J:ie ~i),~ilking firm 
Lisser u: Rosenkranz, E:•mburg, Germany. 1919 - 1923 partner of 
the s<.me firm. 

19U) left H~,mburg,Germc.ny, for hmstertlam, Holi.and, to take up 
permanent residence· in the ~etherlands. 

1923 - 1931 mc.nc.eing p_artner of the ·wo.nll:ing fir'm Lisser & Ros'"n­
kranz, Amsterdam, Holl~nd;' this firm was converted into a corpor­
e:. tion in 1931 under the name N. V. Bankierslcantoor Lisser & Hasen­
kranz and I was managing partner .antl managirg ciirector from that 
date up to 1939. The business of N. V .B~mkierskantoor Lisser & 
Ros•mkl'«nz specialized in foretgrr exchange and all kinds of inter­
nhtionQl transactions. 

I 
When the invasion of Holland became imminent, I left Holland in·· 
November 1939 for ittontreal, Canada, via Lisbon. 

' Present status: Immigrated to the U.S. in December 1940; 
of first papers No. Nationc.lity: sttteless - formerly 

!-If! !'f J 
holder 
German. 

Social •·elfare experienceVihen the Nazi Regime came into power in 
April 1933, a Jewish nefugee Committee was spontaneously established 
by the tv10 Jewish \.;ongregations of the Netherlands. From the :Cirst 
day up to beptember 1939 I was closely connected with this Committee 
as a voluntary worker. In the .beginning I had to collect vast amounts 
of money for thE: me.intenance of approximately 40,000 refugees who · 
came .to the Netherlands and in the course of the years I worked in 
practically every department of the Committee. My main interest was 
to resettle refugees through immigration into foreign countries and 
thus make room for newcomers.to Holland who needed immediate help. 
We hired entire ships destined for Palestine and Chile and so pro­
vided trahsportation and i1nmigration possibility for the greatest 
possible number of people. When in Novr~mber 1938 pogroms stalJ,ted in 
Germany, the Dutch Government granted the Committee permission for 
a deli tional 3000 refugees to be kept in camps. Having been iri charge 

perience in handling this most difficult prol;>lem. ~ __ ,Z. 
of approximately 10 camps which were installed, I;ra·_ cq d vast ex-

April 19, 1944. .........,-f' 

( 
i 
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War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Lesser: 

CAUL~~~·· CQZpnus~ ••. ·i~XfQ"~····· .. 
'f~i:nPitONri :i.(>Nr;.\cu~ '5;21>00 • .... · 

.April 28, 1944 

Uey I refer to the conversation we had concerning 
Dr. Arnon R. RoJans)d and to the conversatipn you had'with 
this gentlemen. 

' ' . 

As I had the advantage of info:rming you, we asked 
Dr. Rojansld who is returniJ18 to.Palestine to stop, it poe• 
sible, in Portugal, Spain, and North Africa on his wey back 
to confer with our representatives in these countries and 
to investigate the rescue situation and the rescue possibi­
lities. 

Mey I ask you to be·Jdnd enough to provide 
Dr. Arnon R. Rojansld. with a'letter of introduction to the 
diplomatic representatives of the u. s. and, 1n particular, 
to the representat i vas of the War Refugee Board in. the ~bove­
mentioned countries and to give him the authorization to uti­
lize the governmental facilities for the transmiasion.of his 
messages in rescue matters. · ' 

Looking forward to hearing from you., I rerildn, 

Head 
ALK:l:m · 
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Dear Mr. Lesser: 

We received from Dr. Lav Ste~n, a Yugoslav ~ewiah leader at 
. present in Palestine, a letter from which the follo;wing 
excerpts .wa.y be of interest too yo lll -

"There recently arrfved in Suaz a tranlilport of about 5,000 
people from YU(Joalavia.., of vTbom at the most 10% are ~ews. _ 
They are bro~ht from Partisan family camps in Lika.. and from· 
the Dalmatian islands. They aaJ:l.ed at various South Italian 
porta, brought with theim a few iuore Y!lgoslavs, among whom 
there were some Jewish refugees and. after a aompara.:ti vely a. _ 
short voyage, arrived here and were plaoed in camps which are 
being gradually extended.. 

"It. seems that there are no more ~ews on the Croatian coast;· 
and Dalmatian islands. From Rab there arrived. in· Southern 
Ital.y no more than 600 of our peo.ple, which means tha.t about 

-2, 000 of those who were em Rab are missing and it is pre .. 
sUllled that they were taken by the Pa-rtisans to Lika'to the 
winter quarters, whan Rab was l.ibera..ted the first time' by 
the Pa-r-tisa-ns• Some of l;heae 2, 000 arrived., ar we ®p·e will :- .... 
arrive in the Suez Canal. 

"Correspondence with So.uthern Italy goes orily through the 
a~, it takes too long, particularly parcels, and is un­
reliable. Palest.inian soldiers came to the camps as brothers 
and liberators, give and do a. lot, behave splendidly, cheer · 
and el.eva.te the spirit of these sui'fererlil, who are now- in a.: -­
muah better lilitua.tian. Food and living quarters ha.we bean 
aanaid.era..bly improved, the only thing l.a.king- is shoes. A l,ot 
of pa.roel.s were sent from here and we are now going to can• 
oentra..te upon sending shoes." 

-1 
n Kubow.itzki, Head 

Department 
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Mr. I. M. Weinstein 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Wein~teim _ 

Gril 28, 1944. · . .. 

r:::J· 

I 
I 

May I call your attentio.n to the following cable reported 
in yesterday's 11 .T.T.A. Daily News Bulletinll& 

~ 

I 
' 

~411 

11 CAIRO, April 26. -- German occupation authorities in · 
Greece are offering informants who betray_ the where­
abouts of ~ewa hiding in the countryside ha.lf of the 
fugitive's pro.J..>ert,y, it was disclosed here today by a. 
Greek who ned the country early thia moiltn~ - . 

. j . ' 
'
1He also told of a massacre of ~ews in Crete, during 

which the entire ~ewish popul~tian ·of the ·town of 
Heraklion wa& wiped out." · 

I should like to suggest that appeals be broa.doaat _a.t 
once to the Christian people in Greece reminding thein., 
of the patriotism. of Greek Jaws and o:r th¢ ir own . past . 

·,, and asking them. to extend every assistance to their per• 
··~. secuted .f_alliow citizens. 

--.., ~--~----~-----

I think tha..t Archbishop Athenogoras, former Greek 
Minister Michalopoulos (Hotel Waldorf Astoria, New York) 
and J4F,. Vlavia.nos, editor of the Greek Daily National 
HeraJ.d, 140 Wast 26th St .. , New York, should be reque&te-d 
to address the Greak people on this mat.ter. 

Looking forward to hearing from yali, I reina.in 

A.LKte:r 

Sincerely yours 

~r-;-
1 

Le Kubowi.tzki, Head 
Dep tmant 
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Mr. I. M. Weinstein 
War RefUgee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Weinstein: 
\ l 

May 2, 1944 

~e following exoerpt fran the News Digest was sent to 
·me from London: 

11 Gardista, Bratislava, 2.4.44 (do not quote.} 1 refers 
angrily to Vlado Clementia's appeals to the Slovaks 
to help fUgitive Jews and to make the defence ot tAe 

·Carpathian mountain range impospible, adding: It 
there had been anyone who still. believed Clementia' 
words, he must by now have ceased to bel.ieve them, 
since those enormous lies whioh ClQIII.Qnti_s_ r~cently 
told about the occupation or Slovakia." 

Vlado Cl~ntis was a member oi' the Czechoslovak Parliament. 
He is now in London, from where he broadcasts. · 

'~: 

~e excerpt above proves that foreign broadcasts are listened 
to in Slovakia, and exercise a determined intl~enoe on Slovak. 
public opinion. 

ALK:bg 

Sincerely yours, 

~u~..mr::--; 
, I 

• A. Leon 1\ubowitzki 
Head, Res~e Depar'bnent 

---- ~ .. 
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WORLD JEWI SB 
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330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

t;r, I, 11, ,Jeins tein, 
Treasury Building, 
253 Bro«dlvay, 
Room 801, 
New York, N.Y. 

lJear 1lr, .Ieins tein: 

May 3, 1944 

) 
I am attaching the summaries, as published by the News Digest,· 
of =tioles whi~l appeared on april 16th in the "Dagens Nyheter''· 
and 1n the "Mtonbladet • 11 · 

~ ' 
.tith rega1•d to tho first, may I suggest that the line of propa~ 
ganda to be adopted in the broadcasts should be that ·the Hungar~' · 
ian nation cannot be relieved of the responsibility for what the 
Germans are doing in Hungary unless they are doing their utmost. 
to hide 0 resoue and assist, by all means-,- the peop-le-endangered;----

The second item oould be an excellent oooasion for broadcasts on 
the topio that the Jews will only be the first viot:lms ,.and that 
the liberals will joili.them in their fate if'they do·no.t;do th'eil' 
utmost to assist the first viotirns. 

May I add t}lat in the opinion1 of some diutinguishedHungaviarui in 
exile, brOttdoasts by Count lU.rolyi, now in Lond9n, oould be t4e / 
most effective, especially if they would oontain a determined · < 
threat to the aooompliO'es of the Nazis, as a great number of peopl!l 
believe that Karolyi will oome baok to preside over li:ungury'!l des:. 
tiey. ., 

0
.-'LK:fh 

~=-· 
.? 

·• Leon iubowitzk11 Head 
esoue lJepar nt 



02'1. ;Dagens lfyheter. ~6.4.44. publ.isnea ,.r;Cint.ar.-.ew :wit!( . tha former HWJgarian Hel.81nlci Minista;r, Szabo, ·wiiQ :rec.,ntli, arrbad in Stoolcbollll, after ha,ving re~u,ed to reoogni"' • .. · the. new Hungarian Gover:mnent. · _. · -· .. ·· : ' .. : .:·:. -· 

He sa.vst By her action on Karon l9tll Ge~ de:finite~y ·: · · became HllDgary • a en~. :!:he occupation has at leu1o .. one. · advantage. ~ough it, tb.e worl.d baa be•n given evid.nqe tnat the country was not a. real vaaaal Gf ·GerJJian.Yi e'fen: · if' 1 t was :forced to go whh Gel'Dl&D.Y. Had Hqary been a · · · !Jerman vassal, tne Germans would not have needed to eooupy 
t.tle country. 

:J:herefore, the German meaeurea of lrarca J.9th and 20th are an extremely :Important historical document for Hungary. Unlike ner neighbours, HUngary bad maintained a certain independence, a parliamentar,y ayst~ and free activity for ner political parties. It is also obvious tiltt Hungary differed from Germany and ner vaasala by the relatively liberal treatment of the .rewa, which. :t"eaulted in the 
country' a becoming an .aaYllfl!l for the .rewa from tile whola of Central and South Eastern Europe. 

Certainly tile. Germans w:Ul attempt to e~or10 from Hl1ngary everything possible as regards deliveries· ot labour.and military co~laboration. However, I nave good reason to believe that the refUlt·will not oome up to eXpectations. It ia peculiar tbat tile Germalla, 1rilo are expert a in wri t1ng payobological l110era.ture, are, in actual practice, such bad psychologists tba.t t.b.Ety do not realise tba.t it is 1Jao;. possible to fil~ a nation with enthuaia.m by occupying it. StU.l .less can tile HIUJgarian working class be expected to usa its strength eftectively on behalf of the invaders• 

and the 

e! 

r 
I 
{ 
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Mr. I. Mo Weinstein 
Treasury Building 
253 Broadway, Roam SOl 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Weinstein: 

I th~ght you might be interepted in· the 
atte.ohed item, 'published by the JTA. in its Daily 
News Bulletin of April 30. 

ALK:bg 
., 

Sinoer~l;;;~ '. 
. / 

l1_on Kubol'litzki 
Res~e Department 
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CaiHO, .ipril 26. ( J'.I?.i.) -- Short-wave transmissi omi from ••voice of Ameria'l:l•( ·. ·• . 
stations beamed to Hungary tu'e o .. lling on the Hungarian people· to a.id .)'aw·s to es?~p·e 
their Nazi persecutors •. 

The broadcasts warn that the puppet H\Ulgarian regime is trying to make. th.El Jews 
scapegoats for the allied bombings to qonossl the fact that it' is auor'ifioLng . 
R\Ulga~rian blood for .the Germanu and th«t H=garian flilotories are world~ for Germnny, 

une transmission he·ard here last ni5ht told H\Ulgarisn<~ to do more tlw.n just 
show thEir sympathy for the Jews, citing President Hoosevelt's appeal to the people 
of £:uropE on Karch 21 a .. llint; on them to do whatever wa:; in their power to save the. 
Jews to "show thec world they ar12 worthy ta take tbeir place in the family of freedom 
lovinc; n~;.~tions.'' 

Jirolea here t.<ssociuted with relief w:~d rescue wol'lc ·eXpl'essed the hope today 
that these transmissions would be continued, deolt.ring ·they were bo\Uld to have a 
helpful effect. 

fh 

JT.- lJniLY if~.i5 BULLB'21N 
4j3oj44 

.·· --~- .., 

-~ 
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y WORLD JEI'IISH CONGRESS 
JJO West 42nd Street 
New York 18, N. Y. 

Major General LT a H. Hilldring 
Chief, Civil Affairs Division 
War Department 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear General Hilldringt-

May 9, 1944 

I thought you might be interested in a letter which I received 
from Ci}aplain ( Captaln) Samuel Teitelbaum{ a copy of which is 
attached. 

10 
May I venture to suggest that American Relief for I tal1; Inc .• ~ 
should have its a t~ntion directed to the extensive knewledg.iY :... . 
the Chaplains' have of the situation in liberated Italy~cl t~0 they utilize their services. ..o 6t:.1~ 

-4(!)-­

If your offices have received recent reports on the si~atioii~& 
in that region, I =uld be extremely grateful to you fl!.i' le~j_Will 
me_ have such excerpts as are not strictly confidential~ 5E~ 

t:: ;~ 
?Q ·<: Thanking you for your constant interest and kindness, Tremain 

ALKtef 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

/a/ A Leon Kubowi tzki" 

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitzki, Head 
Rescue Department 
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Dr. A. Leon Kubowitzki 
World Jewish Congress 
1834 Broadway 
New Yorlc, New York 

Dear Dr. Kubolfi tzkiz 

HEADQUAR1ERS 
PENINSULAR BASE SECTION 

CHAPLAINS• SECTION 

ST/it 
J May 1944 

The group of shipwrecked and other refugees concerning whom you 
inquired in your letter of April 6th are being issued certificates to 
Pales tine 1 . according to the infonna tion I have rece; ved from Chapla.i n 
.Urbach of the Palestinian contingents of the British Army. 

You are quite correct in sta~ing that there has been little if any 
improvement in the material status of the refugees. 'Ihe support they are 
receiving does hot attain even a minimUII of adequaoy. Neither Chaplain 
Urbach nor I are so located as to be enabled to undertake a~ negotiations 
with the authorities on this problem. I have time and agai~howevef:, 
suggested that either your organiza-tion or some of the reli~ age~i.,!s 
in the States impose power in the Jewish Chaplains in Italy to ao~ii seini­
official agents and to let us handle such funds as may, be n~essa~~l 
such a time as official representatives can .b· e sent here for this~p~. e. 
I aust impress upon you that what is most es.sential is mone, Bo~ 
Palestinian and American Jewish troops have made generous c~tr1b~ 
of money and material for refugee projects. But I am sure ~u apl,t~cfate 
the fact that we are unable to conduct campaigns among the !roops~ 
therefore cannot undertake to afford the refugees adequate ~imum iiiain­
tenance allowances. 

Sincerely yours 

(signed) 

SAMUEL 'lEI '!ELBAUM 
Chaplain, Captain 

P.S. The censorship regulations prohibit the mailing of the publications 
issued by the Palestinian Jewish units. 

et- #555 - 50 : 5.8.44 



·-----------------

COPY OF CONTENTS OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO DR. A. LEON KUBOW!TZKI1 
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS. 

Thank you for your letter of 9 May 19.44 to the Director, Civil 
Affairs Division, concerning the condition of Jewish refugees in 
Italy. The information contained in Chaplain Teitelbaum's letter 
to you has been noted. Your comments concerning Al"'l\Y' chaplains' 
extensive knowledge o! refugee matters will be brought to the at­
tention o! the War Refugee Board as it is a matter of interest to 
that Board. The problem of non-Italian refugees is not within the 
jurisdiction of the American Relief for Italy, Inc. · 

·However, it must be remembered that the time of the chaplains 
· assigned to duty iri Italy is so completely occupied by official 
duties during the military period that it is not believed to b9 
practicable to attempt, to u~e them as semi-official collectors or 
dispenser~ of private telie! funds. This phase o! refugee care is 
now well-organized and it is hoped that a,_contihued improvement 
in the refugee situation will be apparent. 

Much of the information concerning the care of refugees and 
other displaced persons contained in recent reports from liberated 
Italy was brought to your attention during your recent visit to the 
Civil Affairs Division. The reports indicate that there has been 
some improvement in the condition of -t;he refugees. However, the 
exigencies of the military situation 8.hd the pl.igpt o! all dis­
placed persons in Italy still leave much to be done. 

''· ;'.···_·.t ... : 
.• •",E· ' ' 

'-,_·. 

----"---< 
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TBLRPnoNn: LONoAI;:no _ 5:2600, 

I.K. Weinstein 
War Refugee Board 
!l!:reasu:q !lltld1lls, 
Washi!lgton, ».o. 

Dear Ur'• Weinstein: 

/ . - ' ~. ''News Digest" of London carries an article from 
the Sy&pslra Dgabl&!ltt (~oh 301 1944:L on _the quesi;i()n­
of the persecution of half-Jews U!i11ohlinge), ot which 
I attach a-copy herewith. 

I ~his article proves that the situation of the half-Jewa 
becomes worse as tilDe goes on. After he has succeeded 1n 
exterminating the Jews, Hitler !IQW turns to_.~tlie h&l.t­
Jews as a new soape .. goat in. his critical mU'itary and 
political situation. · · · · 

j 
Let me/ recall that according to Sir John H,9P! S~son _ 
(Wh& Rafuse• PrgblG, Report of a Survey; Oxfol'd l1n1Yers­
ity Preas, London, New Yol'k, foJionto, 1939), there_._. 
were 290,000 halt-Jews 11v1ngJn "er~.- !l!hese llisOh .. 
linge were designated asa lltliose-persons with two J,w.. . 
ish grandparents who do not fulfill aey cit the oond:i.tiona 
ldU down in Article 5 (a-d) ot the first decree issued : 
under the Reich Nationality .i.aw; -2) persons with one J~ 
ish grandparent. - · · 
/ 

.llischlinge have the franchise and are Uable to labour 
serYice and active military sen'J,oe , but in neither 011n 
they exercise command. Whey cannot be officials,. and &1'8 
excluded from the OulturaJ. Associations of the Reich and 
therefore from professional participation in cultural 
aotiYities. Their marriages must be in accordance with 
the provisions of the first·a.eoree issued under the 4w 
for the Protection of Gel'!llan ll~ood ot 14r. NoYEimber _1935.· · 

!!!hess are as tollcwsa a) A K~aohling ot the first degre• 
_( (al above) m~ .. in accordance with paragraph 8 of. this 
decree marry only a Jew or another llisohling of the first 

,,,· 
. 

• >...&..,. 

i···· 
Li 



.·: .. ',_ 

degtee; if he marries a Jew, he iS declared to be ( '1~-aooor~oe 
With par~raph 6, section 2 of the first ·deoi'ee •1eini:eit -imMr the 
Riiioh 1tational1t~ La'lf) a Jaw. . ,, __ . 

Hi~,tohUnge of tll.e first degree 1ntending to -ry a German or a 
Kisohling of the seoond degree ((b) above) must obta1n. IJi;IEl01~l:, 

·''' pstmission to do so, the oase being dEiciided'·b~ tha, Jlinieter of the . 
Interior 1n consultation w1. th the 11'uhl'er•e Stellvertreter•· · , ' 

{b) A Misohling of ·the seoond degree can marry only a person of .Gar,. 
man blood. K11,.rriages between Kieohlinge of the seoond d;egree and J!l'lfe 
are forbidden under paragraph 2 of the first deoraa lsaued under the 
Law for the Protection of the Gel'lllan Blood; parflgl'aph 4 of the sallie 
deoree forbids marriages between Kisohlinge of the eeoolid dtgree wit.h 
others of the same category. A Misohling of tl:i.e ileaond·degree who 
wishes to marry a Hisohl1ng of the first degree rE}qti.ires special per .. 
mission to do SO• 

I talte the liberty of suggesting t:Q.at broadcasts be devote4 to the 
newly started persecution of the half-Jews. ~he half-Jewe are the 
IIIOst reoent soaps-goats for the failure of the ~a~\ ~&S1ms• But they 
will not be the last ones. After they: will have been 9.nn1hilated, 
others Will be found. ~eretore, tha German population should become 
alert to the danger and realize that it any time, the Nads. while' thtq 
arl still und,efeatgcjpDilitarily. will find new groups to pe;tseaute, · 
and that it the deoent people among the Germans wish to survive th~y 
shculAl turn against lli tler. · . 

I submit this sugge.stion for ~our oonsidere.tion, and would be grateful • 
for beine; lmpt info!l.'med of any action that might. be taken;. 

Ver~ truly ~ours, 

KRG1erl 



,' ~·; 

JIB! PRIYE AGAINBf HA.Q'-JE!B 

B26. Bvenau J1agbladet, 80.8.44. .An arU.ole on the Cl'!WaUon of German halt• 
Jawa (M1eohl1nsal reacl11 ror eome tlla dlaoonoerting algni ot a ohaage of poll~y 
wl til regard to hall-Jtwa baa been noUot4. thu, the ra4lo u4 the prtll hne · 

· etarte4 ua1Dg ~ term Je•l!Jh baatarclt (Judenbutariel · 

Balf...TtWI who have loat tbeir Jolla owiug to the air ralda eee llhelr wa,r to a 
new Job oloee4 u n1011roua enterprlaea han auddelllJ 'bttn cleolared 11odel Enta:r- · . 
prie.. 1n whloh o~ pure "aryan•" _, 'be eq>loJed. llhea 4appJ.7lll$ for trelh goode 
'beoauae, having 'been bombed out or Rtfered bollb Uuse, they have loet thelr ·'be-
101181nsa. half-Jew• are aucldenly taoecl wltih a De• paragJ."apb on the 'Pplloallioll 
tom, reading ".Are you an '147an'?" In Juq{'l9f..a, eohool leglelaUon "'' IUpplt­
anted 'by a n• replaUon aaoordlng to whloh half-.Ttu II!Wit lena all hlghe:r 
aohoole, ezoeptlng tbe ohlldren of aoldlert all the front; (aee Digeell 882, 25.7,,2. 
Bll I. J. year later the lleioh Oi '911 La• was tuppla.-nt;ed by • r!S'Il~Uon aU.pula­
Uq that hall-Je .. in Ul8 f'iret degree are no longer allowe(\ 'o l!llierlt from U111lr 
Jewlah parent and tront toldlart are not ezotptael <••• Dlgleat 1198, 29.7.43,B7), 
It ••• alao deoreed that half-.Tewa oam1oll be Germe uaUo:aala (deutaohe:r Volka-
111.gehoerlge:rl; thia Jl•oea them 1n a apeoial oLaaa :regardlns. oivlo r1snta and 
obllgaUona. 

Hew, elaatio regulation• have bean lntroduoad whloh are appl1oable to halt• 
Jewa. ·!hue, on September 30th, 194.3, • deorea waa l&IIU8d ataUng that people who•· 
h01188 have been damased ln an air raid oan be denied the right; tq :reoooupy them 
after the repair it thla la 1n the urgent ln\ereat at the publio, Jn thie oaae the 
oonoeptlon of German nat1onallt1 was glven a useful interpretation. !he 4eola1ve 
aharpenlng o t tile dlaorialnaUon agalnat halt-.Tewa &lao appllea to the a'ble·bo41ed 
aJDODg them. !heae are :neither a4111Ue4 to the knJJ nor 'o the OJ! bull are plaoed 1n 
apeolal labour f'oruUona with apeoial Ullif'Ol'll; thu they oan be l•edlallely 411• 
Ungllllhe4 •• halt-il'ewa. Hot only halt-.Tewa 1n the tlrat degree but aTtn "Al'1ADJ" 
.-rrlecl to Jewlah women are lnoludecl 1n theae tormationa. · 

!he radloal Party membera have o'bvloualJ auooee4e4 ln getting their own ._,, 
their point ot Vie• la 110111 olea:rly upretaad 'by Dr. Groaa, who e.,a tllatl halt~••• 
1n the f'lrat degree should on prlnolple be treated aa Jowe, 8114 the Voelklloher 
Beobach'ter wrote 1n oonneoUon with Grola• alialielll8nt: !he BerJJ.n Puty leacle:ra have 
tl!ma given 4etlnlte 41reot1ona 1n thla tlelcl. !be .au.ve tor forming labour forma" 
tiona whioh tnolu4e halt-Jewa ln the tlrat degree ~ "ar,vana" .arr1e4 to Jewe or 
halt-il'ewa 1n the tlrali degree 1• now revealed by Eiohlllann, the head of tlba Jewllh 
deportation campaign, who 8818 Uaat lihaae labour f'orutlona will be aent to Polancl, 
and What tate awaUa tlhem 'hera is well known by now. · , - ~ .. 

.Anotbar lndloaUon thali • drive againat halt-il'e•• 1a 1JIIIIlnent 1a ;reTealecl 'bJ · 
the Berlin Gau Boonomlo Ottloe whloh atke4 8J1PlOyera on Janu4n7 lOth, 194.4, hCIIl 
halt-Jewa &111Jlloye4 ln thell' enllerp:riaea on war worlt cou,ld be replaoad by "al'1Anll", 
and what would be the earlieat mo1181ltl at •hloh lihla oould be done. Bven :pure 
"•1'1•" wolll8n IIIU'rled to halt-il'a .. are now regarded aa "Jv.t41toh veraipptl." .Ap· 
parently atrong toroea are being mobiliaecl in Ge~ to oounteraot this-drive by 
raclloal ele~~ant;a, tlncl the near future will ah01t whether they will be awt.oeaatul. 
ShOUld lihe drl'Ye againat halt-Jews malierlallae, ltl WOUld l111pJ.7 that; I8Veral hundred 
Ulouaand ohrlaUan Gerllllill8 would perleh 1n Balltlern Europe. (Bee alao DJ,geat 1199, 
zo. 7 • .u, !5• I 

th 
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UNf'i'J~:jJ 

Subject: Transmission of Repopt 
Congress in ?ortugal 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 

\'lashin~;ton, D,C. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a 
the nature of a report from Izaac :ieissman, representa~ '-o"i1 
tive of. the .,.orld Jewish Con6ress in .Portugal and Spain, 
to tr.e American headquarters of this·ort?;anizationo' There 
is also attac~ei thereto a number of.carbon copies of 
letters dealing with his activities during the past monthso 

It is the belief of this Embassy ~hat the ~ar Refugee 
Board would be interestej to read this report, Qnd if the · 
Deoartment sees no objection it would be appreciated if 
ttis correspondence were forwarded to them with the request 
that if they have no objection they forward same to the . 
American office of· the 'Norld Jewish 0ongress, 18~4 Broadway,·:, .. · 
Nef York Cityo ~~::; , 

I 1~ I 

Respectfully yours, ~~ 

For the Ambassador: 
(')) 

CaP (J s~ t.~~c -... >5 
Edwar'd:s. Crocker _,. ··' 

Counselor of Embassy "tl 

Enclosures: .W -..... 
1 report 

• 6 copies of letters. 
.1-.r- .. 

"I 
.i 



Dee.r Dr. Kubowitzki: 

Enclosed, for your information, are copies of 
messages which have '~been ,transmitted by this office to 
the Department of Stc..te tor deepatch abroad, in accordance 
with your requests. 

Enclosures 

Sincerel,y yours, 

J., w. Pehle 
Executive ~irector 

/ 

\'/ 
(Y 

\/'' 
~ 

c y0" A..v 

"' 
BAkzin:jp 5/15/44 

) ' 
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MAY 8 1944 

Dear Dr. Kubow:Ltzkir 

Bnolosed please lind a letter of introctuotion 
iaeued to Dr., Arnop R. Rojaneki in accordance with 
the request obntained in your letter ot AprU 28

1 addreseed to Mr. Lesser, 

,/ 
Dr, A. Leon ltUbowitlkl. 
Head, Rescue Department 
W0rld1Jewieh Oongrese 
1834 8roa4way 
New York 23, New York 

)__ ·t; 'Jf. <; -~ .. 
3/,kzin:jf '5 4/44 
n u .. ...c" •Aift IJ.IJ.J, 

Sinoerel.y yours 1 

....... , ....... 
. J. w. p~· 
Bxe~Qtive Direotor 

:; 
_,;.~ 

· .. ), 
·'-' 

. ~··. 



MI\Y 8 1944 

Dear Dr. Rojanskia 

Your contemplated trip abroa4 ae a repreeentativev 
ot the World Jewish Congress to render aseietanoe to 
refugees is ot considerable interest to this Board. You 
are requested to make yourself known and give all cOOP­
eration to the Board's repreaentat1Tel 1n the count~iea 
that you visit, and the Board's repreaentativea abroad 
are, by ~hese presentd', requested to extend to you all 
appropriate aeeietanoe. 

J 
Dr-. Arnon R. Rojanaki 
World Jewieh Oongr••• 
1834 Broacllray 
Mew York 23, New York 

.,z., 
(fr' . I t-s· ~ 

BAkzin:jp 5/4/44 

J. We~ Pehle 
~cutive Direotor 

--- ...__ ~ . 

j. 

! 
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8.11 
W• R. 8 . .....-.o..;..,.;...;...-: 
Filing Authority· 

./ 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

To: Files · 
Ans. .~'1<3/ 

CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

20 May 1944 
- r -

No. Ans. Req, -

Mr. John Pehle, 
Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington 25, D,C, 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Initial ___ _.... 
oa·te--------

Inclosed for the information of the War Refugee Board 
are copies of a letter from the Rescue Department, World Jewish 
Congress, and content~ of the War Department 1 s reply thereto. As 
this matter concerns non-Italian Jewish refugees, it is not withiri 
the scope of the activities of the American'Relief for 1taly, Inc. 

~ . I 
I~ appears that the suggestion that Army chaplains• ex­

tensive knowledge of refugee matters might be of value may have 
considerable merit, 

However, it must be remembered that the time of the 
chaplains assigned to duty in Italy is so completely occupied by 
official duties during the military period that it is not believed 
to be practicable to attempt to use them as semi-official oolleo- ···· 
tors"or dispensers of private relief funds, 

2-Incl.: 

J. H. HILLDRING~ 
Major General, 

Director, Civil Af~airs Division~ 

Incl. 1 - 9 May 44 ltr. fr. 
World Jewish Congress 

Incl. 2 - Cy. of contents of 
acknowledgement 
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TO Mr: Pehle 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

. · .. .;.;: 

*A~/1~,~~. -.· A(.t~., ."? ) -~ 
.... ·. ! 

f 
' DATE l 

May 22, 1944 
FROM L. S. Lesser 

You will recall that on his last visit with you, Dr. Goldmann 
suggested that the Levy articles in the New York Times might prove 
more hurtful than helpful. Dr. KuboVlitzki ·called me this morning 
to repeat that thought in the light of the Levy story in this 
morning's Times. In this connection, you should recall McClelland's 
3110 of Mey 16 from Bern: 

"If possible all publicity should be avoided and only 
in strictest confidence should reports concerning 
progre_ss and plans of relief rescue operations be 
discussed with organizations in the United States. 
To certain extent publicit,y given through U. S. press, 
dispatches to mw appoint~ent has already compromised 
aid which neutral authorities' such as the International 
Red Cross and Swiss authorities might be prepared to 
lend to refugee rescue operations from base in Switzerlimd." 

I think we might give serious consideration to taking th& matter 
up with the NeVI York Times or with Ambassador Steinhardt. 

Y#N 

. 
" -- ..---·- -- - ---

; ,, 



Mr. Peble 

L. S. Lesser 

lou lllill recall tnat Of! his laJSt via.it with you, Dr. 01)ld111Utb 
sug~sted that the Le'V)' art.lcles in the ll'ew York ·Tiales Jdaht prow 
more hurtful, than helpful, Dr, Kubowitaki called me thb ljtornJ,flJ 
to repeat that thought in ~he ll£ht ar the LaVf eto17 in tb1t 
morning' a TimeB. In this connec·t1on, you sb~uld recall 14cClell.atu1' o 
JllO of !.tuy 16 from Berna · 

"If possible all publicity should be avoided and only 
in strictest confidence sho~d reports cl:!noenung 
rrogreaa· nnd .pJ.Gns ot relief rescue !>Pft'&_t,iona be · · 
discussed with organisations in the United 8t~tea. 
To certain extent publici-cy &iven throush u. S. press 

_dispatches t~ ~appointment. baa already compromised 
aid which neutaral !\Uthorities such lAS the International 
Red Crose and Swill& authorities miaht be pl'epared to 
·lend to refugee rescue operat-tone from baoe in Switzerland.ro" 

I think we might a1ve aeriouo ~~ns1d&rat1on to taking the llliAttor 
up with the New fork Ti~s or with Amb&Jeado~ Stelnbardt. 

-w 

LSLosser&ALS 5/22/44 



LONDON 

WORLD JEWISH EUN:GRESS.> 
CONGRES JUIF 1\fONDIAL .•. CONGRESO JUDI() Mffi'li)IA~ NEW:XdohE$~; ',', 

', ,' raa;t ~~j(J~r_,;,y,{~ 330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
,', Nt:w y,,,;,,'i3,'thY, 

,c.;i~\F,l t;;\H) 

55 New Cavendioh St., W I 
·· CABLBII: Coi-!oRBss, Naw YoaK •· 

TBLQPIIONB: LONGAOlJi 5-2600 ·. 
GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 2024-9o 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi, P. 0. B. 471 

MONTREAL In reply refer 
1121 St. Catherine St. W to l No • 65 
MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 174·4 

+ 

Ron. John w. Pehle 1 Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pe hle. s 

I would be extremely obliged to you for conveying 
through the Stat$~Department the following message 
to loU: •• Isaac Weissman{ our representative in Lisbon. 

"Toa Yr. Weissman, Avenida da Liberdade 179, Lbbon 
From a Dr. Kubowitzki, World Jewish· Congrese. 

'Uva~fuat in£ormed that the following childre~%.re living 
in hiding at the Villa ~e Refugen, ~nt St. Agreve, 
Ardeche, Frances Anette Dambrot, 13 years, RayDionde 
Dambrot, 16 y.ears, Gaston Kott1 ll years, lliohl& Kott, 
Arnold Lewi, ll years. • 

lla,y I aek you to kindly inform me whether ~thia_measag~~-:_­
has been forwarded? 

ALKref 

Sincerely yours 

~~kt,JJaad ~!;~:~ant · 



AIR MAij;~ 

No. 537 ,~ 

Subject: Report from Representative world 
Regarding Re~cue ~ork in Iberian 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 

'Nashington, 9 .r;. 

J ewfsh Gbhg~.ess .• 
Peninsula o ' · 

f~J~f (b~ 
.... I ?1!1Jl~., Sir: / '~ 

c I have the honor to trans1r:i t herewl th an original 
letter from Mr. Isaac ~elssman, representative of the 
V,'oJl'ld Jewish Cone:ress, to Dr. Leon Kubowi tzki together 
with "draft of a cable, only part of which was sent. 
This letter and cable contain a report from 1/lr. Weissman 
to his American office regarding the present situation 
of the rescue wor\{ of his organization in theviberian 
Peninsula. ~nclosei herewith are also C?pies of this materialo 

The '!/ar Refugee Board will be interested t.o see this 
letter and cable, and if the Department sees no ob.je(it-ton, 
it is resoectfully suggested that the Department transmit 
~he ori~inol letter 5nd dr~ft of cable to them with the 
r~quest--that the Board forward the originals to:• 

Dr. Leon KuboW'l tzk'l, 
~orld Jewish Congress, 

1089 Eroadway, 
New Yorl{, U aS •.A o 

Respectfully yours, 
C"J ..• 

J?or the Ambassador: '· 
:.) 

J ~;~o~; ,:-
Counselor of Eml;>assy .j 

Enclosures; '(:;' 

1. Original letter and copy 
addressed to Dr. Loon Kubowitzkio 

2. Draft of cable and copy to 
Raobi Stephen Wise. 



Enclosure no. 

,··_.,' 

. ~ -._: .· . - . . . 

WORL:O JEWISH CONGRESS. 
179, Aven.ida da Liber<iade 

LISBON 

Dear Dr. Kubowit~ki, 

I have today handed over to the Awerican Efubas~y J'or t~~ 
favour of forward~ng to you, a cable, only a part of whichhas 
been sent by cable, of wl1ich I am enclosing a- copy and which L 
herebJ confirm. This cable is. wordecl in such detail that I 
have ver~ fe~ remarks to make on it. Also I am so occupied 
with our: .vork here that I have no ti:ne except for> brief I'II'itten 
meesages, for which hope you will forgive me. 

From the cable you will have been able to gather details 
of the fLht l am hnvin.:; tc susta:ir. in Lisbon. It is ·tl'Ue that 
all this Is very trou~llng anl es~ecially exhausting, but I will, 
'{ee}l up tl1c f16ht a.o; l•)n<!: as I !mow and can feel that the World 
Jewish Gongress is glvin~ r:1e full support. ! am glad to say that 
sympa thJ on all sijes has beer, shown me, and this can have no . · 
other ori,gi:1 t'-,an the truth 11nd fairness wl th which our organiL 
zation deals with everyone. I must say, and you are also aware, 
thst before tho war I ~a3 a businessman, I dealt with a~ell­
Jmottn fi:':n o:" trustees, but I als:::> had to face corr.petitici'no 
~ut never ln all my experience have I been face~ with such 
cethods of co:npetitio~ as those I now find being used by people 
belone;in.; to relief and assistance committeeso I VIas. naive enough' 
to believe t;1at per3ons occupleJ in relief and assistance to · 
nee~ful persons, worked on principles of honesty and i0ealismo 
The disilll:sion has been a terrible one for me o I cannot· gen­
eralize but my experience has been most dlstastef'ul. All my 
life I have been accustomei to str>aightforwar::l and correct 
orocedure. ~~t I shall ~eep up the fight against these people 
w:;o are tryir:; to distort my sincerity lind I repeat thut I will 
do 1111 that is !'!umanl;y possi!Jle to defend. the work I h::~ve in hando 
You can rely on moo 

Thar.:; ~'OU fo::o tr:e anxiously awaited $10,000 which have at· 
last co:ne throu;o,h. '.'hen Dr. Dexter took ovei' represPntation · 
of the .'!ar tle.fut;e<J .board we ircz,ediately reque3tej hi.t to share 
our work in the rescues anj I nm ~la~ to say that he mad~ .it 
one of ht~ first tasks to ensure this, and r-ow the Pesporisibllity 
is dividoo betwe.en us. He knows every step of our intricate and 
delicate :',egotiatio!~s and act.!.ons 11nd I urn now very gl•':l that 
he aLJo a3reed to control also the use to Ylhich our funds ahourd ___ _ 
be puto You will I am sure realize that this ·means a very 
intimate collaboration between two men both~evoted heart and 
soul to a great humanitarian task. • • 

Seeing 

-·--- ~~ --



\-~. 

Seeing that our organization 
---------~a"'~-l~m'""o:>t"<lomplete at_t;h:!;,s_ mome.ut, I 

all my correspondenc'e ·to and from 
the ~ar Refugee Boardo 

. . . )'~ 

;~.;~:~[i'ijl~$~~~~~ti-····'-::,-"~ ,:;,·,_·.,.;.:_:,;:c::';;_c·····""· .. ~:C.:.· ~~~_:__-~;._.;_,~:.... 

_Jl 

I had this morning good news by telephone f'rom . .·.· 
M. Cha tain in Madrid. He says he is a.t present occupiecr: · 
on the large scale rescue of children and spo1re of J;ht~ 
possibilities of saving from 20,000 to 30,000 children 
from Prance. These children would bo mostly Catholics 
and amon~ them we are hoping that we wil~ be able to . 
evacuate nearly all the 3,000 registered Jewish Children. 
The Cat~olic children will be rescuel under the ~uspioes 
of' t~e Frc!'.c:1, Spanish and perhaps the International Red 
cross; the Jewish children under the au:Jpices of the World 
Jewish Congress. His discussions in Madrid are still in · 
a preliminary stage, but when M. Chatain says on the t'ele ... · 
phone that he foresees success, we are permitted to hope 
that the ne~otiatlons will end satisfactorily. This whole 
questio!1 of rescues should be treateJ. as highly confidential 
and great care shoulj be taken to avoid any leakage of our 
plans to outside of our organization. 

'Ne are surrounded here by adherents of the Joint, who 
are practically enemies, and so I repeat that the utmost 
secrecy must be maintainej anj in this connection, and 
althou;:;h I am sorry to have to say it., .Mr. Lichtenstein, 
in spite of being one of ours, is also not excluded from 
.this secrecy. He must keep on good terms with the Joint 
so that his ·interest in the transportation of rescued peN!ons 
sh'lll not suffer and wants to maintain It- stric'tly neutral 
attitude with the Joint in this fight.· But neutrality 
in such circums.tanc'es as those of the present, is unprao­
ticable and irr.possible. No on9. may stand aside when such 
things happen and right is on one side only. Lichtenstein, 
if informed of events, might even unconsciously transmit 
them to the Joint in conversation, and l have had enough 
trouble from the Joint throut:h being hori~st and sincere 
with our friends here. I am sorry but I shall. have to avoid 
even Lichtenstein's collaborati:m for the above-mentioned 
reasons, unless he receive~ strict instructions to 0b~k 
only with us. Lichtenstein'is a very trustworthy of'fider 
but no xore. He cannot make a decision by himself and has· 
no initiative. His instructions on leaving London were to 
maintain good relationship with the J()in_tan(j_ eve~_~Q\.lg!l_ 

he 

i 
J.~ 



"j-

he sees for 

may be that later developments of our , . ._. 
him to end this so-called neutrality. Lichtenstein ... , 
understand that the J'oint is compelled to usa its. fUnds f:oi'; . '.t 
transportation and that it is not for any special consl;dertl":' 
tion of the Jewish Agency, or either because of Lichtenstein'$ , .. 
jiffidence to them, that they will behave properlyo · .- · 1·.·. , 

~ith all kind wishes and best regards, please believe 
me, 

Dr. Leon Kubowitzki, 
~orlJ Janish co~~ress, 
1Q89 broadway, 
New York, U.S.A. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Iaaao Weissman 

---~~---..._.,...."-..-·•. 

',,.-



Enclo':mre no. i Vf~{?h 
·~-

. ~abbi Stephen Wise, President Jewish 

Joint 'flho previously refused to deal,. 
this large scale ac 
This and not 
propaganda and pr~stige stop Nevertheless if 
cooperate Jewish 8ongress whose experienced. rescue organization· .· 
runnin'" since be;>:;innin" war this thwarting manoeuver againl'jt ·US rr.ust cease paragraph -

Joints Earcelone representative 3equera leurnlne; our Barce­
·lona repre.'lenta·tl vo Herman .st·iteless refugee rescued end April 
four children threatened denounce hlri. to police as smuggler 
demanding his arPest and internment .'!top Herman· fearing grave . 

·conJequence delivered these children to Sequera stop after having 
.refused propo.'lltlon.'l for collaboration Schwartz left for Spain 
•stop on arrival L:ur,ediately instltute::l actL•n for purpose or 
winniL..c our man over stop Croustlllon refu.sec' whereupon 3chwartz 
declare-1 fi~~ht ab1e:J. at our destrur.tLm alleging we ir:terferrlng 
in their field of activity stop Jefroikin recently arrived Earoe­
lono was ene;agej t:: :3chw::trtz for B'"roelona office whlch Jefroikln 
accepteJ u~on Schwartz declaration that we financially unsound 
an1 Joint abls place tn France all funis req~ired for roscuework 
stop sar.,e tnc sics used unsuccessfully with Herman paragraph 

O~r leading unJer~r~unJ worker Alvez arrested on arrival 
~adrld 21/5 concurrently one borderguide stop Joint again profited 
this c~nfusion t~ seize seven lately rescued children by us stop 
seein~ 3Aquera often threater,s refue;ees to deliver them to police 
sus;Ject aoove arrests origircatine; san1e source stop hoping obtain proofs para~raph 

Jo:!.nt representati vo ·t.IR.drid Lllckenstaff has according 
infor;:nation frorr: Chatain prever;te'] securing my Spanish Visa on 
grounds rr:y visit superfl~ous seeing that Blickenstaff' alone res­
ponsijle for refugee a~tlv{ties Spain stop Blickenstaff position 
Spain c8ns1Jere~ official by authorities ~eeinE his ?r~toctlon · 
b 0' An:er:!.can .;r.-:··as sy there fore his unfavourable recommen:~a tion 
accepted stop lm;Jossibili ty proceed Spain where intended open 
offices is disastrous rescuework p&ragraph 

~y opinion 3chwartz accustoce~ leading po,itiJn and unlimited 
po:vers results in despotic action a3ainst anybody not &coopting 
Joint direct:on stop i~ Joirt ~enuinel) means to rescue our unfor­
tunate tret!1ren .:ichwartz should be substituted paragraph 

Blickenstaff 



;,. 
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EU.c\-:ensta·:-r recentl:," d<Jclar>.ed to Chataln arid Cr0li,st;).:i{·6rJ.·,.. 
~~~~~-+,.-'-:,..., ->+__,.e-:~e-uewor'-: . ill€2;8 1 CljilC'P!l !·: c,n in wlJj C h he unlntOrested ·stop· 

ror _:->esr.ue·~:ork ll:ckenstaff temperamentily unfitted parS:g:r'aPh •. 
reSCUC'.VI);:'~ ~.~R.i.S WC'l'kir.~: lns.t ie enemy terr-i tory· transmission, c)'f', 
rr.essag<"3 thr:.'lc.;.:;:: ;:,.r:d fru.;·, occcJ:Jied countries and rElS~<lar contact 
,vt th i.J"::.'l:;;le t~,;rein st::>) s'..!Cf: activities too delicate and e.xt~,emely 
jan~er::>~3 r~r p~ivata unsupervised ~orkers 8top for security · 
;Jur;y,ses ,~,ust ~e .;ft'icially c~•r.trollecl an:l supervise.-:: stop tl1ese 
rPe.'lo•.s e:zclain ;oldr.,ans su:~.:e.Jtions to '.'.'inant in Lon•'lon and our 
~cti~n i~ ~uttin= ::>~r ac~lvif:c~ unler official control here ~ 

l 

Isaac ·::cissrnan 

'24/~/44 

-r 
1 

:J_,: ,. 
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WORLD JEWISH l:DNGBES~F 
CONGRES JUIF 1\IONDIAL · • •• CONGRESO JUI)I().MUNDIAL 

330 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

In reply refer 
to No, 66 

.Mr, I.M. Weinstein 
War Refugee .Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D;C, 

Dear Mr. Weinsteina 

Mavr a1, 1944. 

-AY 
·-,E-- .,. Y. 

c· '3-i' J 

With reference to our various letters in whiCh we 
t.ook: the liberty of suggesting broadoailh for the 
purpose of aiding the imperilled 'Jews in Europe, 
I learned that you are sometUnet 1n ijew York, and 
I suggest that I meet you here at the next oppor­
tunity so that we oan discuss at length all the 
pending matters on the subJeot. 

CADLB~: CONG!IBss; Nnw Yoa11> .­
TntnPno;..,R: LO~o.\cim s;26M ·.·' -· 

I hope to hear from you soon and I am looking for­
ward to our meeting, 

KRG: erl 



lu reply pleaee 
refer to; Bll 

MAY 31 1944 

Dear General Btlldrlngl 

fhte b to acknowledge and thank: JOU for ;vour 
lett~r of Hq 20, 1944,-·encloetng CO"Pie• of an exchange 
of oorreepondenoe between your office and Dr. Leon Kubo­
vihki of the ~lorld Jev1eh Congress, concerning the poe­
sib1l1ty of uetng the aerwtcee of Army chapla1ne tn re­
fugee act1v1t1ee 1n liberated Italy. 

Maj. Gen. J, H. H1lldr1ng, 
Director, 
Civil Affaire Divle1on, 
liar Department, 
Washington 26, D. C. 

Ter;y truly JOUI'8, 

(Signed) J. w. Pehltl 

J. w. Pehle 
Sxecuttve Director 

Q* Bm!utohlaonlagr &.30...44 

' 
---- ~.~ 


