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September 7, 194

Mr. J. W. Pehle, Executive Director

Viar Refuges Board

Executive Office of the President ’ .
‘Nashington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

In Kiss Mills' absence I Wish to acknowledge and thank
you very much for the documents from Mrs. Cedergren for-
warded in your letter of September L. This material -is
very important to the program on which we are just now
working. '

Yie had hoped very much that the messenger might be bring-
irg us also a recording of a talk which Mrs, Cedergren

has made to te part of a radic rebroadcast for the World's
Y. Wi.C.A. Jubilee celsbration, but your office has 1nformed
me that this was not received.

Again thanking you for your kind help,

Very sincerely yours,

%a.»m(]m

MOD/mh Marcia O. Dunham

Please address con'eapondence (o the’




Dear Hise Millm:

It 18 our plemsure -to forward to you

a letter and acoompanying doouments f£rom Mre.
Hugo Cedergren, reseived by us through our
8tookholm representative. o
Very truly youvs,

: ' SR N
* {(5%ansd] To Fo Fuuid

3w, Pehle
Executive Direotor

Miss M. Marianne Mille,
World's ¥, W¢ G. Ar‘,.

1168 B8ixteonth ﬁtraat; “cﬂd"
Washington, D. .

Enelosurs

FH:dg 9/4/4s¢ O —




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
. OF THE .
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

e

848 /ICC/ET Stockholm, Sweden
August 22, 1944~

Jr, John VI, Pehle

wxecutive Director

War Refugee Board

Washington, D, C,
Dear Mr. Pshle: ‘

I have been again requested by krs. Hugo Cedersgren
to see that the enclogpd material is forwarded to
liss i, larianne M{ll%, World's Y,W.C.A., 1155 Sixteenth
Street 4,¥W., Vlashington, D, C. It will be greatly ap-
vreciated if you will arrange to have this material de-
livered to HMiss Mills, ‘

Sincerely yours,

T O C R

Iver G, Olsenv —
Special Attaché for
‘Har Refugee Board

Enclosures - 3

AMERICAN LEGATION . .-




Dear krs. Ingraham:

The War Refugee Board 1a deeply apprecia-
tive of your letier of July 20 with attached
suggestions, ,Your jetter and that of Mss
Uabel Brown Ellis {ndicate that your organiza—
tion is most generous in your desire to be of

gervice in the carrying out of the program for

_pefugees soon to be 1nsugurated at Fort Ontario;

Hem Yoxk.
The War Relocation Authority is posponsis .

~ ble for the operation of the Emergency Rafugee

Shelter, 1In your lebter you indicate bhat you
have also written lip, Dillon lyer, Director, -
var Relocation Authordty, “and you, no doubb,
will hear from him. S

. Sincervly yours,

[Signe&) 3. ®e Pohle

#J, ¥ Pohle
Exscutive Dirsctor

Yrg. Henry A. Ingrabam

President, /Hauonal Board

Young Women's Christisn Assn.

600 Lexington Avenue ’

Rew York 22, Bew York h

&L?aughliri:m 7/26/bd
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Dear Miss Ellis:

The War Refugee Board is deeply appreciative
of the valuable suggestions offerad in your latter
of July 20 and of the genorous offer of the
llabional Board of the Young Women's Christian -
Associations to assist with the project soon to
be in operation at Fort Ontario, Hew York.

The War Reloeation Aubhority is responsible

for the operation of the Emergoncy Refugee Shelter.

Your letter will be referred to M. Dillon tyer,

" Director, War Belocatlon Authority. They will,

no doubt, cohtact you in regard %o your proposed
visit to Fort Ontario on July 29, 30, and KIS

Sincerely yours,

{g1gned) J.¥. Pehle

Jo W Pehloe
Executive Director

Y¥iss Mabel Brown Ellis
Secrotary

Committoe on Refugees

The National Board of the
Young Women's Christian Assn,
600 Lexington Averme

Hew York 22, New York

aALéaughllin‘:mm 7/ 26/41»W ,
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July 20, 19l

Mr, John W, Pehle

Executive Director -

War Refugee Board -
Washington 25, D.C. -

My dear Mr, Pshle:

On behalf of the National Board of the Young Womens Chris-

tion Associations of the United States, I am writing to offer you the co-
operation of our organization in work with the women and girls soon to reach

the Emergency Refugee Shelter at Oswego and in efforts to encourage publie

opinion favorable to the policy our government has followed in this matter.
We believe that President Roosevelt’s action in thus opening the doors of our
country to these tragic vietims of war, demonstrates the continuing influence

of the tradition of asylum so dear to Americans, and we hops that the estab~

lishment of this first Shelter will set.a precedent for similar undertakings
elsewhere in the United States if the need arises,

Dr. Emily Hickman, Chairman of our Committee on Refugees,
and Miss Mabel Ellis, Secretary of that Committee, tell me that they have
elready disoussed with you and with Mr. Dillon Myer, the poliocy of the War ) -‘ .
Refugee Board and the War Relocation Authority with reference to the -coopsra- »
tion of voiuntéfy social agenoies, like ours, in the program of the Emergenoy

Refugee Shelter and found that you both welcomed its A statement outlining




i

¥r, -John W. Pehle - July 20, :19@

the kind of service which seems likely to be needed and which is within the

competence of the Y,W.C.A., has been prepared by Miss Ellis and is enclosede

A similar letter and a copy of the statement goes today %o Mre Dillon Myer
of the War Reloocation Authority.
Miss Ellis will carry the responsibility for 1ia.i:soxi

relationships between the National Board and the War Refugee Board.

Very sincerely youra, ' :

~S \”\ mc»\-\m

Mrs, Henry Ao Ingra.ham
President, National Board




>

I. Service to Women and Girls in the Emergency Refugee Shelter.

A

B'

. Tentative Listing of Servieces . .. o
Which Might Be Offered By The YeWeCele. = -
On Request of .the War Refugee Board .
And The War Relocation Authority

Recreational

Leadership to organize group recreation, games, singing, folk danoing,
etcs can be provided for short periocds of time by nearby Y.W.C.A.'s
or friends of our organization.

Plans can be made for some intensive leadership within the refugee group
for reoreational activities. Simple gymnastics and health drills can be
taught and instruction for swimming and other outdoor sports can probably
be provided, again with the expectation that leadership for these aoti-
vities can be developed later within the groups.

Equipment for games and sports can be solicited from nearby Associations,

Books can be collected in English or foreign languaées for the use of .
children and adults. » ’

Instruction in certain handicrafts can bé%provided and the necessary
equipment and tools supplied, - o

Special programs can probably be offered on special occasions by Y WeCehs
membership groups from nearby cities. For instance, the celebration of
American holidays or the national holidays of people among the refuges
groups might be the occasion of a series of projects for Y.W.C.A. members.

When the time comes hospitality can probably be arranged for individﬁals
or groups among the refugees, and perhaps excursions to points of ‘histori-
cal interest near the Shelter can be arranged.

Bducational and Vocational Activities. - S

Help in locating people familiar with the languages spoken by the refugees + f
and aoguainted with the educational systems of their countries of origin ‘
can be a means of essisting the Administration in setting up schools for
refugee children of school agee There may be qualified teachers or pro- : :
fessional people among the refugees themselves who can help with the i I
teaching, but books will have to be found or mimeographed in the ohildren's -

native languages and an effort must be made to give at least elementary
training similar in content to that provided in countries of origin, !
The Y.W.C.A. has many contacts with people of foreign birth who oan be k
helpful at this point, : . o
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Other school equipment will be needed of the sort whid}_;:‘-makies—"sého‘b
rooms attractive such as pictures, story books, posters, otos Clubs. .
in nearby Y.W.C.As's would enjoy helping to provide some of these: 4 ings

Help in organizing clubs for the teaohiﬁg of BEnglish.to both old and: :
young can be given by Y.W.C.A. workers with long experience -in-that .
fields 1If there are many illiterates among the adults help oan also
be given in teaching them to read and write their own languages . e
Community Y.WeC.Ae's can assemble material for visual education of =~
the illiterate, .

If there are university or college students among the refugees who wish
to continue their studies, the Student Division of the. Netional Board
might interest students in Now York colleges in providing books and
other supplies and could arrange personal contaots of value.

Vocational training of genuine worth can be provided by giving the
refugeo girls end women first hand experience in Americen methods as
used in the Shelter in nursing the sick, ocaring for young children,
sewing, preparing food, etce The Y.W.C.A. might help by providing
some of the materials and equipment needed, as for instance, scissors,
needles, thread, wool, sewing machines, materials for clothing, eto,
It is probable that among the women there may be ‘some who do beauti-
ful embroidery or m:nke lace fine enough to sells Perhaps a work pro-
Ject aould be developed which might bring some small income to the
Shelter. The Y.W.C.As could advise on-what is saleable in this country
and could help market the finished produet, as has been done for in-
terned women.

Miscellaneous Services.

There will be great need for ocareful interpretation for the non-English -
speaking refugees, partioularly during their first few weeks in the
Shelters At that time they will presumably be interviewed about place
of birth, health, whereabouts of other members of the family, etos, and
errors in spelling or geography may be serious. Also, adjustment to an
unfamiliar environment can be greatly expedited by explanations given

in a language women understand. An interpreter who knows the cultural e
backgrounds of any given country cen explain +to the Administration the o
reasons for attitudes which will otherwise baffle the staff and mey
arouse antagonism. The Y.W.C.As has had long experience in work with
women and girls of foreign background and can recommend people who are
capable of interpreting both language and attitudes,

|

If refugees arrive with little or no suitable clothing end it proves
difficult for the Administration to buy new clothes for them, nearby
YWeCoAo's oan help get donations of used clothing for remodelinge

If there is to be a children's ward in the children's hoapital, some

-YoWeCoAo olub might like %o equip the ward with gay posters or picture

books or scrapbooks or quiet games,




The Cormittee on Refugees plans to send out late in August to each _Comhniiy:
and Student Y«W.C.,Ae in the United States, information about the Em’e_rge,ncy R,
Refugee Shelter and the work the National Board hopes to-do there, together: = -
with a copy of the statement made by President Roosevelt to Congress om - :.
June 12, and a copy of the pamphlet, "The Voice of Thy Brotherts Blood,™
published by the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.  In-

the accompanying letter we will ask each Asscoiation to study this material

" and if they approve the sction teken by the President, o write their
representatives in Congress saying so and expressing their interest in the
Emergency Refugee Shelter.

A news item reporting the offer of services by the National Board will R
appear in the September Womans Press and as quickly as possible, perhaps DR
in the same number, an article describing the Shelter which will emphasize

the significance of this project and express the hope that it may be only

the first of many similar undertakingse ) '

A series of short articles will appear in other publications of the Natiomal
Board from time to time eand owr constituency will be kept up to date on
any ohenges in poliey or program of the War Refugee Board and the War
Relocation Authority. »

Through the National Board Public Affairs Committee consideration will be
given to any legislative proposals which would affect our immigration
policies and advice will be sent to our constituency on any legislation
which seems dangerous or ill-advised in the refugee fielde
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Dear Hr. Hyer:
The attached leotter from Wiss iebel
Broen Ellis, Secretary of the Comnittee on
Refugees, is being referred to your office
for reply. .
Sincerely yours,
Anne Lsughlin

Special Assistant - '
to the Executive Director

Mr, Dillon Myer, Director
Har Relocation Authority
Bary Buildi‘ng»
W&lhing‘bon, M Qe

Ene}oanro

7 A%thhlinumn 7/26/44
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600 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW York 22, N. Y. TELEPHONE; PLaza 3-4700 . CABLE Ai;pu’ss: EMISSARIUS, NﬁW,YngK ’l'

July 20, 19LL

Mr. John W. Pehle
Executive Director
VWar Refugee Board
Waeshington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr. Pehle:

I have necessarily delayed sending you the statement of
service which the Y.W,C.A. is prepared to offer the War Refugee Board, if
requested to do so, until formal action could be taken by the National
Board upon the recommendation of the Committee on Refugses that these
services be made available, Favorable action was taken by the Board at
its meeting of July 19 and we are now free %o go ahead with plans.

As you requested, I have drawn up a brief statement of
serviceswithin the competence of the Y,W.C.A. which seem likely to be
neaded at the ner goncy Shelter, over and above what the Adminis-

tration will probably be able to provide from public fundss As Dr. Hickman

and I told you in our interview on June 15, these services will, of course,
be on a non-sectarian basis and we would.expsct to develop our plans f£or-.
work with women and girls in close cooperation with the National Council of
Jewish Women and any other voluntary agenocies which would wish to work on
educational and recreational program at the Shelter, The present plan is:

for mo %o carry responsibility for liaison relationships between the National
Board and the War Refugee Board, and between the Administration of the Shelfber

and Young Womens Christian Assooiations in nearby cities. We hope %o get -
help from these Assooiations by loans of staff and by gifts of supplies.-

I have also outlined plans for work in the field of publie

opinion, developed in accordance with your suggestions so far as immediate
needs are concerned, and looking toward a continuing effort on our part to
develop attitudes.favorable to a liberal post-war immigration poliocy.

The story which appeared in yesterday's Times indicates
that the arrival of the refugees is imminent. I have been planning for an
August vacation this year and have hoped to visit the Shelter on my way to
Michigan.. Would it be possible for you to get whatever official approval

- . V,Ijaz’é',.r

L




Mr. John Pehle ' -2 -

and introductions to admit me to the Sheltsr on July 29, 320 and 313 I am -

Planning to leave New York on the night of July 28 and will be staying at
the Pontiac Hotel in Oswego. . . :

Very sincerely yours, N
WMoty I TBtoun (L4

Mabel Brown Ellis
Secretary

MBE :a Commi ttee on Refugees

¥




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE .
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

e N
AMERICAN LEGATION

848/1CO/LET Stockholm, Sweden

Mr, John W, Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D, C,

Dear ir. Pehle:

-
I have been askea by ¥rs, Hugo Cedergren, who you met
in Washingto to forward the enclosed material to Miss
Ruth F, Woodsmall, forld's Y. W.C.A, Office, 1155 Sixteenth
Street, Washington, D, C, It seems that there is to Dbe '
some sort of am international roundup week of the Y,W,C,A,
in the Fall, and lirs, Cedergren was requested to have re-
corded a talk on Y.W.C,A, activities in Burope, Accordingly,
the package containg a recording of such talk. There is

also enclosed g typewritten version of the talk in case

there should develop any censorship complications,

*

Except for the great prominence of the Cedergrens in
humanitarian affairs, as well as their helpfulness to this
Office, we would not undertake to make our mail facilities
available for such purposes, Due to lrs. Cedergren's
great anxiety in the matter, however, as well as the special
nature of the circumstances involved, it would be greatly ap=

preciated if you would arrange to0 have this materigl and the
covering letter delivereé to Miss Woodsmall, .

Sincerely yours,

qaarLXCl 1Q41?

Iver C, Olsen !
Special Attaché for
War Refugee Board

Enclosures as stated, )

\¢
Miss'L. Willie received : g

CU\AjZ£Z;d S Letter.5/30 k. Y

July 19, 1944 SERRE S

v,




T st Ronan SPEER -
Hanorary - Presid
Mas: Hensv. A. IncrAmAM
Presment
Miss Mardizer P, Meo - }
: First Vice-President
Mss, Enwnnn W. Macy
. . Second Vice-President
Mas. Joux Frexcn
Tbird Vice-President
Mes. C. Doucras Mezcer
Fourtb Vice-President

600 Lexingron -Avexug, New Yok

22, N. Y.

TeLerHONE: PLazA 3-4700 ~ =

JE

- Mre John W. Pehle

Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, Di C.

My dear Mre. Pehlét

Thank you for your telegram. :
Hickwan and I will plan %o, be at your office
at 2:30 promptly on the afternoon

June 15,

June . 12, ,19'14}4, g

Dr‘

°€" 'Ih“r_ Fr o :"

Mabel Brown Ellia
Seoretary . : S
Commi ttes on: Refugeea " T




Emergency ¥und :‘or the Preg., Netl. Defense
Rerugn Boaml. :

Pre
191.2-1.4, Allotment to ¥ War

June 9, 1944

MABEL B. ELLIS, SECRETARY,
YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN Assocxmmn,

600 LEXINGTOH AVENUE,
NEW YORK, NEW YORK.

RETEL JUNE NINE GLAD TO SEE YOU THO=TIHIRTY PyMs JUNE FIFTEEN,

(Iﬂitislﬁd) Jo W, P,

Je ¥, PEHLE . : :
EXECUTIVE DIREGTOR B L o v
WAR REFUGEE BOARD, g o L e

",
@

v JWP:?le tlbh  6/9/44
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In reply pleasse
rofef to: 681

Dear Mrs. Ingreham:
Thank you for your letter of April 20,
1944, concerning the possibility of eatablishing
"free ports" for refugees, 7
\

Your interest is much appreciated,
h

< Very truly yours,

(Bigned) J. W, reile

J, W, Pehle

Executive Director
s

HMre, Henry A. Ingraham, fi?
President, : L
The Hatlonal Board of the Young - el el L

Womens Christicn fsgociations v
6f the United Stetes of Ameriocs,
600 Lexington Avenue,
Hew Yorik, Hew York,

b

VAR
éﬁ” EBTowleriagr 4-29.44







THE'NATIONALvBOARDf
v ' of the .= i
YOUNG WOMENS CHRISTIAN- ASSOCIATION
.of the UNITED STATES OF -AMERICA:

600 Lexingﬁon Avenue, New York o2, N.Y.

¥r, John W. Pehle
txecutive Director
iar Refugee Board
4ashington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Pehle:

I am writing on behalf of the National Board of the
Young Women's Christian Association to express the deep
interest of our organization in the possipbility of setting
up nfree' ports" for refugees in this country, and our hope - -

that such action may be taken soon.

irs Committee and our Committee

on Refugees, the National.Board has for the past five years
xept our constituency in 411 parts of the country, numbering
some 3,000,000 girls and women, informed about the needs of
refugees and ready to act on their behalf, either locally .
or nationally, when the occasion has arisen, Last -April,
the National Board took action associating jtself with the
Federal Council of Churches in an appeal to the President

of the United States to se

Through our Public Affa

e that full consideration was given
als for providing "places

at the Bermuda Conference t0 propos
‘be possible

of temporary asylum to which refugees whom 1t may
to evacuate from European countries may be rem
refugees to be supported in camps for the duration of the .
war with the understanding that they will then Dbe repatria

or be provided with permanent homes in other ways." :

o see our own Government take
ion by action for we know

h3A

We shall be delighted t
steps to implement this recommendat
that the need is great and we believe th
our share of responsibility can we expect O
United Nations to do likewise.

Very sincerely yours,
(signed) Mary-S. Ingrahaﬁ,

Mrg, Henry A. Ingraham
President '

thers of the -

oved, these. . .

ted

at only as we assume
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¢+ prosident: Miss Ruth Rousa

: S " Hoadguaiterer’ AL
General Secretary: Miss Ruth F. Woodsmall - Hoadaus . o Al
A Ceneral § y: Misa M',‘ Mills . . el WE 18 e
‘ " " Ploase. address corrgapondante, fo” 1
e B o : - temporary office: ;
Telephone: REpublic 6272

1155 Sixtoontly Stred
‘Washington, Dy Ci; |

Febrmry” 1}, 19LL

Mr. J. W. Pehle

Acting Executive Director
Exeoutive Office of the President
War Refugee Board

Weshington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle: re: 54

I have jrour letter of February 10, asking mé to

arrenge to have Mrs. Hugo Cedergren talk with you on her return
to Washington. ’ :

’ According to the present schedule Mrs. Cedergren
will be here for two or three days after Maroh 7. I shall be
glad to arrange the appointment at that time.

Vory sincerely yours,

Ruth F. Woodsmall B o £

RFW:ra General Secretary




5t

In reply please
refer toi 54

Dear Miss Woodsmalls
Tt will be appreciated if you will arrange to
have Mrs. Hugo Cedergren talk to me upon her return to

Washington, -
I suggest that you telephone Mos Hodel at
Y R

Executive 6400, Extensicn 5675 to arrange for a deﬁnit’e :

appointmént,
" Yery truly yours,

{81gned) J.W, Pehle .

J. W. Pehle
Acting Executive Director

¥iss Ruth Woodsmall,
Vorldta Y, W.C.Aey

1155 16151'1 Sbreﬁt, N.W.’
Washington, D. Co

o oK
ERTowlershd 2/10/44

FEp 10 194
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