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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 9417

ESTABLISHING A WAR REFUGEE BOARD

WHEREAS it is the policy of this Government to take all measures
within its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in
imminent danger of death and otherwise to afford such victims all pos-
sible relief and assistance consistent with the successful prosecution
of the war;

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the statutes of the United States, as President of the
United States and as Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, and in
order to effectuate with all possible speed the rescue and relief of’
such victims of enemy oppression, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1. There is established in the Executive Office of the President a
War Refugee Board (hereinafter referred to as the Board). The Board
shall consist of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury
and the Secretary of War., The Board may reque;t the heads of other
agencies or departments to-participate in its deliberations whenever
matters specially affecting such agencies or departments are under
consideration, ¥ .

2. The Board shall be charged with the regpogsibilityvfor seeing
that the policy of the Government, as stated in the Preamble, is carried
out. The functions of the Board shall include without limitation the
developiient of plans and programs and the inauguration of effecdtive
measures for (a) the rescue, transportation, maintenance and relief}of'
the victims of enemy opp}ession. and (b) the establishment of havens of
temporary refuge for such victims, To this end the Board, through ap-
propriate channels, shall take the necessary steps to enlist the co-
operation of foreign governments and obtain their partiéipatioh in the
execution of such plans and programs’.

3. It shall be the duty of the State, Treasury and War‘Depn;t-
ments, within their respective spheres, to execute at the request of the
. Board, the plans and programs so developed and the measures so inaugu-
rated., It shall be theAduty of the heads of all agencies hnd‘depart-
ments to supply or obtain for the Board such information and to extend
to the Board such supplies, shipping and other specified assistance and
facilities as the Board may require in carrying out the provisions of
this Order. The State Department shall appoint specisl attaches with
diplomatic status, on the recommendation of the Board, to be stationed
abroad in places where it is likely that assistance can bé rendered to
war refugees, the dutieg and responsibilities of such attaches to be
defined by the Board in consultation with the State. Department.




4. The Board and the State, Treasury and War Departments are
authorized to accept the services or contributions of any private per-
sons, private organizations; State agencies, or agencies of foreign
gévernments in carrying out the purposes of this Order. The Board shall
cooperate with all existing and future international organizations con-
cerned with the problems of refugee rescue, maintenance, transportation,
relief, rehabilitation, and resettlement.

5. To the extent possible the Board shall utilize the personnel,
supplies, facilities and services of the State, Treamsury and War Depart -
ments. In addition the Board, within the limits of funds which may be
made available, may employ necessary personnel without regard for the
Civil Service laws and regulations and the Classification Act of 1923,
as amended, and make provisions for supplies, facilities and services
necessary to discharge its responsibilities. The Board shall appoint
an Executive Director who shall serve as its principal executive of-
ficer, It shall be the duty of the Executive Director to arrnnge for
the prompt execution of the plans and programs developed and the meas-
ures inaugurated by the Board, to supervise the activities of the spe-
cial attaches and to submit frequent reports to the Board on the steps
taken for the rescue and relief of war refugees,

6. The Board shall be diréctly responsible to the President in
carrying out the policy of this Government,.as stated in the Preamble,
and the Board shall report to him at frequent intervals concerning the
steps taken for the rescue and relief of war refugees and shall make
such recommendations as the Board may deem appropriate for further ac-
tion to overcome any difficulties encountered in the rescue and relLef
of war refugees.
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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE
January 22, 1944.
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HOT BARLTER THAN 9:00 P.i',, 3,V,T,, Seturdey, Jenuary 22, 1944,

STEPH:H BARLY
Secretary to the President
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The Président today, by Executive Order y8et up &
Ver Refugee Board consirting of ‘the Secretary of State, the
Secretery of the Treasury and the Secretery of Var, to teke
action for the immedi:rte rescue from the Nazis of &s mENny @s
possible of the persecnted minarities of Europe =- racial,
religious or politicsl ~~ all civilicn victims of enamy
sevegery.

The Executive Order declarcs thet "it is the policy
of this Govermment to tete 61l measures vithin its power to
rescue the victims of snary oL roscion who are in imminend
dangex of death ¢nd otl..:m it to : “ford such victims all -
possible relief ¢nd essistance conristent vith the ‘Buctess=
ful prosecution of the wer®, ° ;

The Borrd is cherzed vith dirvect respoxisibility to
the President in seeing thet the snmnounced yolley is cerried
out, The President indicated thet while he vould Look directly
tor tha Bozrd for the svecessful execulion of this policy, the
Board, of course, vould coci:rete fully vith the Intergoverne
mental- Copmitt.., the United Netions Relief end Rehabilita-
tion Administration; end other interested internstionsl ore
ganizations, ' k -

The Prosident steted that he expocted to obtsoin: the
cooperation of -all -merters of the United Netions and other ’
foreign govermments in cerxying out this difficult but important
task, -He stoted thet the existing facilitias of . tho Stete,
Treapury and Var Depertnonte vould be emplored to aid Axis
victims to the fullost extent possiblo, He strossed thet it
was wrgent thet aotion be teken at once to forestell the plen
of the llazis to exterminate &1l the Jows end other porsseuted
minorities in Europe, ¥ ’

It v111 be tho duty of & full-time Executive Director
of tho Board to arrenge or the prompt oxocution of the pléns
and programs  davalopod and the mossuros inauguretod by the
Bourd, ' . ol ’

Tho Excoutive Crder follows:
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'EXECUTIVE ORDE

ESTABLISHIAG A WAR LEFUGEE BOARD

WiEREAS it is the policy of this Goverament to take all measures
within its power to rescue he victims of eneny oppression who are in
imminent danger of death and otherwisc to afford such victims all
possible relief and assistance consistent with the successiul proseci-
tion of the war;

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the statutes of the United States, as President of
the United States and as Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, and
in order to effectuate with all possille speed the rescue and relief
of such victins of enemy oppression, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1. There is cstablished in the Executive Office of the President -

a War Refugee Board (hereinaftor referred to as the Board), Tha
Board shall consist of tho Seeretary of State, tho Sceretary of the
Treasury and the Secrctary of War., The Board may roquost the heads |
of other agencics or departments to participate in its deliberations
vhenever mattors specially affecting such agencies or departments are
under consideration,

2, The Board shall be charged with the responsibility for sceing
that the policy of tho Government, as stated in the Preamble, is care
ried out, The.functions of the Board shall include without limitae
tion the development of plans and programs and the inauguration of
.effoctive measurcs for (a) the rascue, transportation, maintenance.apd
~-relief of the victims of cnemy oppresgion, and. (b) the establishment

' Of havens of temporary refuge for such victims., To this end the
Board, through appropriate channels, shall take the neceessary steps to_
enlist the cooperation of foreign .governments and obtain their partie
cipation in tho execution of such plans and programs,

3+ It shdll bo the duty of the Stato, Troasury and Var Departe-

ments, within their rospective sphores, to exccute st tho rogquest of
the Board, tho plans and programs so-doveloped and the measures so
inauvgurated, It shall be the duty of the heads of all ageneics and
dopartments to supply or obtain for the Board such information and t6

- oxtend to the Board such’ supplies, shipping and othor specifiod .
assistance and facilitios as the Board may roquirc in carrying out the
provisions of this Ordor. The State Dopartmont shall appoint speecial
attachos with diplomatic status, on tno rocommondation of the. Board,
to bo stationod abroad. in places where it is likely that assistanco
can bo renderod to war rofugeos, the dutics and rosponsibilitics of
such attachos to be dofined by.the Board in eonsultation with the
Stato Dopartmont, .

: 4+ Tho Board and tho Stato, Troasury and Har Dopartmonts are
authorizod to acoopt the sorvides or contributions of any. privaté per=
sons, privato organizations, State agongica, or agoncics of foreign
govornmonts in carrying out the purposos of this Order. Tho Board . .
shall cooporate with all oxisting and future intornational-organizgq
tions concornod with tho problems of rofugeo roscuo, maintonanco,’
transportation, rolicf, rohabilitation, and rasottlomont,
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5. To the oxtent possible the Board shall utilize the personnel; *
supplics, facilitics and services of the State, Treasury and War Dee
partments, In addition the Board, within the limits of funds which
may be made available, may omploy nccessary personncl without regard
for the Civil Service laws and rogulations and the Classification Act
of 1923, as amended, and makc provisions for supplies, facilitics and
scrvices nocessary to discharge its rosponsibilities. The Board shall
appoint an Exccutive Dircctor who shall serve as its principal oxccu=
tive officer, It shall be tho duty of the Exccutive Director to are
range for the prompt cxccution of the plans and programs developed
and the measurcs inaugurated by the Board, to supervise the activie
tics of the special attaches and to submit froquent reports to tho
Board on the stops taken for tho rescuc end rolicf of war réfugces,

6. Tho Board shall be dircctly rosponsible to the Prosident in
carrying out the policy of this Government, as stated in-the Proamble,
and the Board shall report to him at frequent intervals concerning the
steps taken for the rescue and relief of war refugees and shall make
such recommendations as the Board may deem appropriate for further.
action to overcome any difficultics oncountered in the rescuc and ree
lief of war refugcos,

FRAGKLIN. D. ROCSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 22, 1944,




THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

LIFORANDU 7O

I have been deeply concerned for a long tine with P

cowardly persecution of the Jews by the Nazis, I feap -
hat as the war approaches the end Eitler will redouble °
iis efforts to exterminate the remaining Jews in Europe.,
It is imperative, therefore, that we take vigorous action
4t once. In view of the growing criticism of our effopts
to date, I think il s also important that we let oup
own people know of our determination to do all that is
within our power to save thicse people,

I have asked the Director of the sudget to vrepare

uy signeture an Ixecubive Order carrying out ihe

or 3
roposed course of action outlined in a wrandun which
am eaclosing, Iu order to save time, T w
1t if you would tale uwp vitth e divectly any questions
which you way liave concerning tuis progras, Harold Smith
can take care of the details of 1he Crder and can wove
forward in the meantime wi<h the task of clearing it with
tiie other inter:sted departments and azencies, =




BEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUDGLT: \

I have decided to take the Tollowing steps at once? -

1. TPublicly declare that it is the policy of this”
Govermment to take all measures within its power to rescue
those victims of enemy oppression who sre in imminent danger
of death and to afford such victims all possible aid and -
assistance consistent with the successful prosecution of
the war, ;

2. Establish a War Refugee Board consisting of the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the 'C“s,r !
Fopedpn—F n *1or, This Board shall be charged L,
with full responsibility for seeing thet this announced =
policy is carried out with the utmost vigor and directness,

8. Have the Board designate an ‘dxecutive director
of .ca]gacity, energy, and resourcefulness, known to be
sympathetic to war refugees and deeply interested in their
rescue and relief,

4. Arrange for tlie State Departument to appoint
speciel attaches with 4i lomatic status to be selected. by
the Board and to be stationed at points where they can
render the most effective aid to war ‘refugees, =
= & Mw«e‘uwﬁﬁfq

5. Arrange to make available to the: Board out of
the President's Emergency Fund o—wa— million dollars,

I want an Executive Order accomplishing these
purposes ready for my signatwre as soon as possiblejT
att der i1l give you 61 st
id-e&S\Lhwﬂ_iMﬂind,d»:—/I-('vf A/il-n o T P N T
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EXECUTIVE QRDER

ESTABLISHING A WAR REFUGEE BOARD

WHEREAS it is the policy of this Government to take
all measures within its power to rescue the victims of enemy
oppression vho are in imminent danger of »dea.th and otherwise
to afford such victims all possible relief and assistance
consistent with the successful prosecution of the war. i

NOW, TUEREFORE, by virtue of the aubhority vested in
ne by the Constitution and the statutes of the United States,
of the Army and Navy, and in order to effectuate with ali
possil;le speed the rescue and x-'eliei‘ of such victims of
enemy oppression, it is hereby ordered as follows s

1. There is establish‘e’d in the Exscufive Office.of«-
the President a-War Refugee Board (hereinafter referred to ™
as the Board)s The Board shall consist of the Secx%ta.ry of
State, the Secretary of the Treasury and the For;aign E‘conomic
Administrator. The Board may request the ﬂeads of other
agencies or departments to participate in its deliberations.
whenever ;nati;ers specially affecting such agencies ér
departments are under consideration. It shall_ be the duty
of the heads_-bi‘ the égencies an_d departments to supply or

obtain for *l;,he Board such information and to extend to the

Board such assistance and-facilitiés as the Board may require
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in carrying out the provisions of _this Order. f

2+ The Board shall -be charged with the responsibili‘ty
for seeing that the policy of the Govermment, as stated in
the Preamble, is carried out. The functions of the Board

shatl include without limitation the iexelopment ofﬁpla.nsi and

programs and the inauguration of effective measures for

“(a) the rescue, transportation, maintenance and relief of

the victims of énemy oppression, and (b) the establishment
of havens of refuge, and the resettlement of such victims,
To this end the Board, through appropriate channelé,f -éhall
take the necessary steias to enlist the cooperation of i‘oreign
governments and obtain their participation in the execution
of such plahs_ and pregrams. It shall be the duty of the s
State and Treasury Departments and the Foreign Eeonomic
Admi.nistration, within their. respective spheres, to execute
at the request of the Board, the plans and programs so
develt;ped and the measures so inaug,m‘ated: The State
Department shall appoint special attaches with diplomatic
status, selected by the Board, to be stationed abroad in
places where it is likely that ’assj.stance' can be rendered
to war refugees, the duties and reéponsibilities of such'
attaches to be defined by the Board in consultation with

the State Department.

e

.3+ The Board and the State and Treasury Departments’

and the Foreign Economic 'Administration are authorized to




accept the services or contributions of any private persons, ;_
private organizations s State agencies, Federal agencies or
departments, or agencies of foreign sovermments in carrying

out the pursoses of this Crder. The Board shall cooperate

with all existing and future international organizations

concerned ﬁlm the problems of refug; rescue, maiintena.nce s
transportation, relief, rehabilitation, and resettlement.
li.  To the extent possible the Board snall utilize
he personnel, suopiies, facilities and services of the State
Department, Treasury Depariment and Foreign Bconomic Adminis—
tration, aé well as such -other personnel, supplies, facilities 5 ' ; \‘
anc. services as nay be nmade availabie by other departments
and agencies oi the «;—ovenimenﬁ. In .e_.ddition the Doard, within - :
the limits of funds wiiich may be made available, may employ o =
Necessary personnel and make provisions for supnlies,
facilities and services necessary to discharge its responsi;
bilities. The Doard shail appoint an Zxecutive Director- wlHo #
shall serve as its principal executive officer. It shall be
the duty of the Executive Director to arrange for the prampt -
execution of the plans and programs developed and the
measures inaugurated by the Board, to supervise the % % )
activities of the special attaches and to submit frequent
.. Pepoxts.to the Board_ on the steps taken for the vescue and

relief of war rei‘ugees.
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Sv  The Board shall be directly responsible to the
Pregident in carvying out the policy of this Government,
2% gtaved in the Preamble, and the Board shall report to
Wi ab frequent intervals concerning the steps taken for
Yhe eseue and relief of war refugees and shall make such

Ve2ienAALions as the Board may .deem appropriate for

furbher action to overcome any difficulties encountered

i the yeseue and relief of war refugees.

T WRIYR HOUSE,




