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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STAWE:g, _

WASHINGTON Ha Ang.
: Initia W oy
March 14, 1484

o

Dear ur. Pehle:

Mr. Stettiius asiked me to thank
you in his absence for sending him the
memorandum, dated March 10, relating to
the work of the War Refugee Board which
you feel he may be able té6 help you with
while he is in London, and for the sum-
mary of the activities of the Board in
its first five weeks, also dated March
10. I am sure he will want to take both
of these memoranda with him to London.

I have personally handed copies of
these memoranda to Mr. Warren.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

A

Hathaway \Watson
assistant

Mr. John Pehle

War Refugee Board’ :
Treasuny Degartment
Washington, D. C.




™ Y. Hathaway wnt{cn
m! J. ¥ Peotls

This s the meaorandes for Mr. Stettinius which
1 spoke to you about yesterday. Please be certain that it

§ots in his bands befaro he leaves the sountey. I Bave algo

attached s copy which I-would aprweeiste your seelng gote
7 ' s :
in Goorge Marren's handa, g

(81gned) J.W. Pehle




MAR 10 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, STETTINIUS

Pursnant to gour suggestion, there follows a
brief sumiary of those sro‘blonl relating to the work
of the War Refuges Board, in connection with whieh I
feel thet you can, while you are in London, help our
cause a great. s,

As you will note these problems ers of najor
importance and are directly relaged to the question as
to the extent to whiech the British Government is prepared
to give us its wholehearted coozcnﬁ-iongxn this task,
For this reason, may I suggest that a fpank dhsuﬁl_on
of the whole :,u&t_qu by you with Mp, Bden might well
result in & tremsndous contribution to sur offorte.

(1) the British thet we real

! Convin
buﬁne’l’p » .

There is good reason to bslisve that the British
are not yet convinoed thet thers has besn a real change
in this Gorernment's attitude toward this matter < rathep
that they feel that the ereation of the ‘Wap Refugee Bosrd .
was primarily e politiosl move in an elestion yeoar, ¢ v
It is most fmportant that we convinee the British
Government, as well as other governmemts, of eur sineerity.
In this comneotion, & eitsiion of some of the significant
steps which we have sotually teken ey be most helpful, -
1 am attaching a resuns of the highMghts of our scblon

to date, and We are kesping owr Rabaisy in London infermed
of d.uidmu. :

{8) Cooparation with the Britias R
: . Our position on this was best expressed in D
~our gable to Winant of February &i.&_}‘_(_lsos')fp As we pointed

e




- Hitler's onocution. IQ hope that our actions will

out, it is our policy to engourage and gartlei pate

A1n effeotive eoopex'a ive efforts with other overnments
gou le menuru for the speedy rescus

-and rouer of Burope and other viotims of

-not be unilateral and that the British Government will
aetivoly ©00] ar-.to in conorets measures designed to
carry our this pol cy."""""‘ :

Whether there will be wholehearted gooperation
betweon this Government and the British Government . is
not dependent as mush upon tho oxpnulom of poltay
uade by each Government as it ig upon the aqtnnl steps
ﬁhh ;;'o dt:;tkon by each Govermnt to put these poliolaa

to o ]

In brief, are the British prepared to take tho
kind of measures we have taken?

(3) Relations with the Intergovernmental Committees:
the case of our relations with the British,

I thlnk that it is most ortant to convinge the Inter~
%overnmntal comlttco tlu we reslly mean business. Once

hey realire that o ose 1s not to outshine them, oy
to mt upoﬂ!.ou on 'h; they are doing but to got the
Job done end get it done qui bhere 11 e & better

buh for cooperation,

In eonnection with gour diaeuoaionﬂ on the relatlonship
between the War Ref 8¢ Board and Intergovernmental
comlttoe, I would like to make thc fonowlng pointss

(a) The War Rofugoo Board is an Amerioan srgan-
iution sot wp to carry oyt the polioy of the Amerloan .
Governuent. “gho Intergovnrmmtal Comaittes is an lnter-
national m-ﬁ sation, reprumentative of over thirty -
nations, ﬁlnufor’é ‘obviously in no gouit&on to carpy

ouglofteothbly and promptly the poliey“be any one &ndivid\ul
nasions

me.x:ﬁ.;_h_ Smaendin s
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(v) The wgr Refugece Board is gri ared to

lend every assistence to ux snd all projects whish
the Intergovernmental Committee has undertaken or
undertekes in the future, designed to bring about
the speady rescus of vicgm of enemy oppression,
In so far as finano suoh Brojeotn, is concerned, the

Board has slready paid out $200,000 towards operati
expensas of thod%ogmitt“. * = .

(e) The War Refugee Board is detormined to
sarry out the pollognof this Goverament as énnounced -
by the Fresident. doing this the Board is not anxious
to take on any job whiech can be done jJust es. quiokly and
effectively by any other organigzation, whether sueh
organization be domestic, foreign or (ntamnuonul. It
the Intergovemmtu Committee is in & better position
than the Board to darry out with spead. any partioulap
rojeot designed to save the lives of rof\xﬁeor the
Eou& will gladly look to end support the omftteo
in the exeeution of suech project, e

~(4) On the other hand, the Board has mo
intention of referring to or clearing with the Inter-
overnmental Gomnittee any gm]eot'w ich 1s necess
o oarry out this Government's polic{ unless sush aotion
would faeilitate the wpeedy sffoctus ion of such projeoct.
In the less than two months it has been in oxistense, the
Board hes already taken steps designed to save people _

from death, A mere examination of thess steps, in the

light of the reeord of the Intergovernmental Cammittee
to date, will reveal that most of these steps would not

have been teken in this short time had they been referred
to thet Committes.

(4) Palestine issus. .

The War Refugeé Board has not-taken and has no
intention of teking a position %mw the establishe
ment of a Jewish nstionsl state in Palestine. =

The Board's sole interest in Palestine lies stagly 5
ean D

in &sfq\;loltlgx:ln to what extent Jewish refugees
brought into uting;‘ .oven 1f only on 4 teaporary basis.
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From the standpoint, with which we are concerned,
of saving the Jews in Europe from death, bringing them &
into Palestine and placing them in oamps, to be returned &
to their homelands at the end of the war, is Sust as :

;ff:otlve 88 admitting them to Palestine on & permanent
agis, - ;

(8) Cyrensite dnd Tripolitents,

Weo have no intention of turning down any project

for the rescue of refugees facing death asolely because

of the problems which may be involved in finding a temporary
Place to put these people once they escape from Eitler.

However, the fact that we do not now have a Eho_‘o
where we oan assure that these people oan go, at least
temporarily, in ss large numbers as possible is actually
interfering to a great extent with our efforts to bring
these people out of enemy territory.

Ms_you know, one of the ogeo.&_ﬂo recomnendations made
at the Bermuda Gonference was that the British Gevernment
consider the guestion of admitting refugees to Cyrensics.
Yoreover, in July 1943, at the time the President and Prime
Minister Churchill agreed to the establishment of a refuges -
oamp in North Africs, the President expressed a definite
interest in the posqibiuty of esteblishing refugee havens
in Cyrensioa and 'rri{xlitanh. As recently as January of

“Sir Hinall Guighesy. "porMily, prassnted ¢ pilng Intoreghece.

r , Uasipbell., Despite this long stending interest-... .

in the mtto:mp no ugrnnml:t hes baonoggaohed bx:g\mn‘ the S

two. Governments.

In my letter to you of Mapch 8 it was regommended that:-
& definite propossl be made at once to the British Government.
We pointed out thet once'an sgreement has been conoluded with

the British the matter can then be olearsd with the Combined
Chiefs of Staff. ' : :

,Indhcuuﬁ. this urgent matter with the British .
they might be advised that :ﬁlr (Government ias gr?:ﬂa to
share wfth the British Government the responsibility for :




'5‘

_arranﬁing o finance the establishment and msintenansge

' of refugee ocamps in Tripolltania and Cyrenaios, including
the costs of transferring refugees to such campsj and that
this_Government 1s also prepared to handle the tranapertation
problem on & cooperative basis with the British. Thus,
a division of obligations and responsibilities between the
two Governments could be made in this came as in the ocase
of the transfer of refugees from Spain to Camp Lyautey in
French North Afrioca.

The importance of esteblishing refugee camps in Tripol-
itanis and Cyrenaloa can not be overestimated. The War Refuges
Board is convinoed that there is & real opportunity for
actually brﬁl, many people out of German controlled terri~
tory garti ularly from areas adjacent to Turkey and the
Black Sea. The Board is determined to do whet it ean to
bring thesg people out in es large numbers as possible, Once
thase goog e are aevacuated to Turkey, it is essential that
areas be found to whioh they ocan be removed without delay.
Camps in Tripolitania and Cyrenasies could be used for this -

purpose,

. ‘Attachment,

W%ﬁl 3 eor

-~
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