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cuMMuNIANBRGRAM SENT -
Sl REeAOTR

HEL February 29, 1944

7130 peme.
CIRCULAR AIRGRAM TO BE SENT TO ALL AMERICAN MISSIONS
EXCEPT
LONDON, GIUDAD TRUJILLO, SAN SAIVADOR,
PORT=-AU~PRINCE, TEGUCIGALPA, LA PAZ, aﬁd BUENOS AIRES,

The following airgram is sent at the request of the
President's Viar Refugee Board:

Refer to Department's cable of January 25 concerning
the President's Executive Order establishing the War Refu-
gee Board and declaring the policy of this Government,

In disoussing this matter with the Foreign Office of
the government to which you are aceredited, you are
requested to make it clear that the establishment of thg
War Refugee Board represents this Government's determina-
tion effectively to carry out without delay the policy to
take all posslble measures for the speedy rescue and
relief of the refugees of Europe.

Although this Governtent on its part intends to
take all possible action with all possible speed, we
feel certain that this effort will not be unilateral
and we wish to make it clear that it continuks to be the
policy of thils Government to encourage and participate
in effective cooperative efforts with other governments.

As the Presidint has stated, the Board of course
will cooperate fully with all interested international
organizations.

You are requested to make clear to the government to

.which you are accredited the position of this Government

and our degire for 1te coopeErative action, You ghould
explore with the appropriate officlals of the Foreign
O0ffice the possibility of implementing such cooperavion
through the isduance by their Government of -a declarakion

--of polioy,




_ =2=, Circular airgram, February 29, 730 pem.
%

of policy similar to that made by the President and the
issuance by the Foreign Office of instructions to its
representatives in other countries comparable to the
jnstructions contained in the Department's telegram of
January 25

Please keep us informed on this matter.

STETTINIUS
(Acting)

WEA :GLW :KG EH SWp U
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108 Imder Georetary Stettinius

FROMs J. W. Peble

You will recall thaty in announcing tho setting up of the
War Refuges Board, the President. stated that he expected to
obtain the co:g:rntdm of a1l menbors of the United Fations in
carrying out task of the Board, - While cables have been gent

the omo we recently sent to Winant to qur
the other United Nations, ’

I attach a proposed cable and, 1f you agrae, I would
approoiate having it dempatohsd at ance, :

(B1g0) 3.0, als




DRAFT OF- CABIS X0 OUR REPRESENTATIVES ACOREDITED
IO ALE THE UNITED NAPIONS, RRORPT OREAT SAYPATH

The following telegran is sent at Sho, requast of the President's
war Refuges Board .

Refer to DepArtmnt's oable of Jamwary 23 conterning the Presi-
dentts mmmm-munmmmmmmm«m
the polioy of this Governwent,

I disoussing this matter with the Foreign OFfice of the government
towbﬁhymm acoredited, you are requosted %o make it olsar that the
establiskaent of the Uar Refuges Board veprosents this Government's de-
termnaticon to offentively carry out without delay the poltoy to take
mwummmmmmnnmmmnunhmm
af Europe,

nenmhwemmmsnmmmutmmmu
sotion with all poesibie spaed, we hops that Shie effovt will not be
wdlintoral and we wish to make M oloar that 1% gonddnuos %o e Wb
policy of this Goviemument $0 enoourage and partseipate in effective de~
operative efforts with other govervewta.

Av the Prestdent his stated, the Hoard of ecume Wil cosperate
£ully with all interested Anternationad evganinatichn,

You 'are requested 40 s olear t0 Ahe governmint to which you are
mmmmumunm awmm»umtwuucm
operative mtdon, You Should- eislesy with e appropriate ummu
| of Ulw Yaredgn (ffice the prewibAIAty of Mmh coppuuuqn




-

Shrough the dcsuance by their Government of a deelaration of polley
siptlsr to that made by the President and the Sesuanes by She Voreign
Office of intructions %0 488 FeFTeEsMANAved Jn cAher countrdss som-
parsbls t0 the Anatrugtions contatnsd in the Departasnt's telegran of
Jurosry 35,

Flease leep us intorned om tnin master,




GOPY:DCR; AGH TRuxSURY (FFC)
(Mr. Pehle)

TELEGRAM SENT

EGC : f
This telsgram must be Fabrywary 11, 1944
paraphrased before being ,
communicated to anyone .9 o.m.
other than a Government
agency. (BR)
AMEMBASSY
MADRID
385
Refereonce Department's 207 concerning War Refugee

Board. Please forward report requested in such cable

to Deparbment earliest possible date.

STEITINIUS
Acting




TELEQRAM SERT
Lo Flbruery 11, 1944
This telegram must bs
paraphraséd before being 7 p.m,
communicated to anyone
other than a Governmental
agency. (BR)

AMERICAN LEGATION,

BERR

459~ .

Reference Department's 361 concerning War Refugee

Board, Please forward report requested in such cable

to Department qarliast posd ble date,

BTETTINIUS
Aoting




TELEGRAM SENT
MMT

This telegram must be Febyuary 11, 1944
paraphrased before belng

commini.cated to anyone 8 p.m.

other than a Government

agency. (BR)

AMERICAN EMBASSY,

ANKARA,

118

Rerference Department's 68 concerning War Refugee

Board. Please forward report requested in such
cable to Department darliest possible date.

“STEFTINIUS
Acting




TELEGRAM SENT

EGC~ February 11, 1944

This telegrum must be®
paraphrased before being 10 peme

communic-ted to anyone
other than u Government

agency. (BR)
AMERICAN EMBASSY

STOCKHOLH

229

Recerence Department's 131 concerning ¥ar Refugee
Bo:rd. Please forw rd report reguested in such cabl:
to Department earliest possible dete.

STEITINIUS
. (acting)

UsHisW




TELEGRAM SENT
MMT

This telegram must be % February 11, 1944
paraphrased before belng

commmnicabed to anyone 8 p.m.

other than a Government

agency. (BR)

AMERICAN EMBASSY,

ANKARA.

118

Reference Department!s 68 concerning War Refugee

Board. Please forward report requested in such

cable to Department darliest possible date,

STETTINIUS
Acting




FEB 111944

181gaed) 3., Penle

(Sent by Sppecial Messenger)

GC - Messrs. Pehle, Iuxford, DuBois, Lesser, Friedman, Miss Hodel
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GARLE 30 HAIRID

Reference our o, 207, Sauary 25, 1944, relative
%o now vay Refugea Bosrd. Missse mivise Departsent ad
@we why ths repart requssted in sush ocable las nat besn
riveivod to dato,




GARIE 20 LISBOK
Referanos our o, 200, January 35, 1944, relative
to new War Refugee Board, Flease advise Dupartasnt ab
mmmupm“mmumnummmm
regeived to datae,




k]
SABIE 0 StopIHOLN

Refarsnne our No. 133, Januvary 25, 1944, redative
40 now War Refuges Board. Floass advise Department ab
onee why the repsrt vequasted in such cuble has not besn
rwesived o dabte,




k]

gAms 20 BB
Reference our No, G5, Junuary 35, 1944, relstive
to naw far Rofuges Doard, Please advise Department st
mwmmmmm“mmmmm

reseived b0 datey




u
SABTE 20 ANKARA

Reference our Ho, 68, Jumary 25, 1944, relative

%y now war Refugee Board, Fleass gdvise Departsens at
mwmmuqmmumhmmmm
rossived 2o dutdy:




v

;(?;r( PZIERIE
e

GABLE 'T0 OUR NISSTONS IN PORFUGAL, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND
AWD TURKEY, T0 BE REPEATED T0 ALL OTHSR DIPLOMATIO AND CONSULAR
MISSIO THEIR —

Yhe President has instructed the Beoretarles of State, Treasury and Wax
%0 take action for the Ammediate rescue and relief of the Jews of Europe and
other victins of enemy persecution. In en executive order issued today the
President deolaved QUOTE it 1s the policy of this Governnénd to take all
meapures within its power to resoue the victims of enemy oppresslon who. are
in dmninent denger of death and otherwiss to afford such vickins sll possible
relief .and assistance consistent with: the successful progedution of the war
UNQUOTE. The order establishes spsolel governmental machinery for exeoubing
this poliocy. It oreates a War Refugee Board donsisting of the Seoretaries of
State, Treasury and War, The Boavd is cherged with direst responsibility to
the Preaident in seemilthat the announced pollocy i&\oarried outs The Prosi~
dent indicsted that while he would look directly do the Hoard for the execu~
tion of thig policy, the Board would. cooperate with ihe Intergovernmental
Committea, UNRRA, and other intereste ernationsl organisations.
President stated that he. expeoted 4 coperation of all menbers of the United
Nations and other governments in gar “gub. this ifficult bub importand
task, Hogpated that the existing facllities of: ‘the State, Treasury .end Wer
Departmenty would be employsd %o furnigh aid to. Axdp viotime to. the fullest
extent possible. He stresed that it was urgent that.gotion be teken to
foreptall the. plot of the Namis to extemins.to ithe Jews ‘and other pergecuted
minorities in Europe.

You should do everything pessible to effectuate: this policy of this
Government%hbearlng in mind thet: Hine ie of -the essences You. :gHould. dooperate

for the Teacue,
trqpsporhtion; nmaintonance and relief of victing of enemy oppreéseion ahd: the
eetablishitént of havens of refuge and the resettlement of shah vietius,.: The
comminication ‘facilities of ‘this:Government should be mede freely availsble
10, these priyate agencies in connection with the cerrying oub of this policy
:ﬁ you ghould give then overy anaistqnco S.u obtas,ning::and verifying “informas
n.

You are requested to rendor an -ixnediate report concoming he matual
situation ap 1% exists today in the cmmtry Yo which you ere: accrdditod. This
vt should dnolude & full sbates : '




-l

You should include in your report your vegomzendations as to what you
fesl this Government csn do to effoctuste with all possible speed the rescue
and relief of the vietims of epemy & prespion, including particularly whet
oen be done to make the goveritent of the country W vhich you are acoredited
cooperate mere fully {n carrying out thig policy, Your report should cover
any spscial obstacles which you fesl sve interfering with $he rescue and
relief of these victims mnd your recommendations es to what can be done to
remove these obstacles.

Yoi are reguested to approach the governsent to which you. are acoredited
at once snd to make clear to such goverrment the policy of this Governmant,
You should asgertain from such government the extent to which such governmend
is preparad to cooperate. '

The Department 1 deternined to do everything in ita powar to.oaxry out
this Governmentls pollicy s declared by the President and:you ar#jinstrucied
to act accordingly. o

This ceble i being repeated to all other diplomatic and conguler migaions
throughout the world. A '




Jenuary 20, 1944
Mr. DuBois
Js W Pehle
1 would appreciate it if you would have prepared & drafé of
Anstructions ta. the persons to be dénignated ap special attaches.

I suggest the instruotions include the following points, among
otherss

(1) Indioation thet the text of the new Executive Order and
g:::n release together with olfsular instyuctions have
n sent to the mission in question endidoples thereof
should be obtained by the stiache, )

An todlontion thet this work should at lesst comstitute
the attachets principal task.

1 outline of the asaguaent of the sttache on the follows
ing 1loems .

v W

(a) Yo work with and aseist private sgemcies sho are
operating in this fi0ld shether the sgency be
Asericun, foreign or intergovernnentals .

(v) %o develop and essist in the duvelopment bot PRORYARS
to acoonpidsh the polloy of the Order, imeluding’
both open snd clandestine oparationsy .

(o) To report constantly on progress and cbatscles sud
to forvard t\!‘::\::gl\ll

Indiostion that we will veult funds for gperating expsnaes
and suthority in the attache to ssploy peratnnsl loonlly
& the extent nusded, insiuding hoth Americsn snd none
Amerioan oltinins. "

Aathority -from the Sepretary of the Srensury under the -
Prading With the enesy Aot in the attache to suthorige
private agenoles who sre bound by our Trading With the
iy Aob 0. comminicete with enemy territory 10 oavey
ont the puvjbies of the Oxrders e A

| . WM; »e




- the Jewe and athex- ‘purssouted mimrluu in Europm

' DRAFY é;z
L4 9!50 Qefls -

%

DRAFY OF CABLE TO QUR HISSIONS IH SPAIN, PORTUGAL, §%ITEERLAND
5D TORERY. eSS =

The President has r% ‘e Secretartes of Stats, Treaswry and
war S0 tske sction for the immediate rescus and relief of the Jews of Europe
and other victims of enemy persecutions In an exacutive order issued today
the Prouldsnt deoclarad QUOTE it is the policy of this %vmb to take
al) measurss within its power to. rescus the victins of enemy mmaim who
ars in isminent danger of death and otherwise to afford such victius al
ﬁoealble relief and assiutence congintent with bﬁe avccessful prosecution
or.the m UHQUOTE. The order establishas speclal an nachinery
for executing this policy, T It ox-eam 8 fiar Refugeo Board sonststing
of the Secretaries of State, Treasury end War. ‘m' Boerd is 6hargi§ with
divoot responsibility to the President in seoiug that the annvunced polley
1s carried out.s The President indicated that whlile he muld‘look directly
%o the Board for tha exscution of this poliay, the Board would coopirate
with the Intergovernuental Jomuittes, UNRRA, and other interested imore
pabional organisationse The President nmnd ‘thab e expeom the copperetden;
of 211 memboet's of the United Hatiocns uud other guvomnte in.oavrying owd
“this aifriculs bat 1oportent tasks e stated that the oxistd.ng rmusm
of the: 8“&9. Treasury and ¥ar Deptsbmants would be employad o m'nhh L G
to Axlo victimg to the fullest sxtent possibles qtmud thib it wes -
wngent that action be taken to forostall the ok of the. ks o extaraionts




You are mlﬁm do evaryt.h!.ngggoasible to effectuate this:

policy of this Govermsent, bearing in nind that time is of the esgenca.
You should coope;rnte clossly with private organisations who are active
in this field, alding them in the developmenb of programs and the effectuation
of measures for the rescua, transportation, maintenance and relief of vicbims
of enemy oppression and the eatablishment of hevens of refuge end the re=
sottlement of such victims. The comsunication faoilities of thie Uoverrment
should be made ﬁoo]y available to these private agencies and you should give
them every assistance in cbtaining and verifying informaticns

" You ars requested to render enfl imasdiste report conoerning the actual
situabion as 1t exists todsy in the country to which you are acorediteds

This report should include & full statement as to what {5 being done to
regscus the Jews and other persecuted mincrities from Hitler, including
perticularly (a) the extent to which thess war rofugecs ere pormitted to

entor the country to which you are socredited (b) the extent to which such
country sotuslly encowrages and gooperates in their entry and (o) -the ‘extent
to which such refugess are not able t0 entor such cowtry because of the
failure of sush countey to Cooperabe in their emtry. ‘ '

You should include in your report your secomasndations os to what you
foo) this Gavermant can do to effactuste with A11 posoitle speed the rescu
and rellef of b6 viobins of eneny dpprassion,. inclading particularly what
oan bto done to meke the govermwnt of tho‘mwwﬁj;ﬁw“ sro acoredited -
cooperste sore fully in carrying out thia podeve '




-’.

Yon are requested to Spproach the govéinmant to which you are accredited
at onca and to make clesr to such govermment the poliey of this Government.
You should ascertain from such government the extent to which such governs

ment is prepared to cooperats, inoluding the extent to which such govarne
mant is prepsred to uss its influsnce on the AxSe ogcupied countries to
cooperate in this endeavors




. January 28, 1044
104 Mr. Berle S %
FROMs Mre. Pohle

It would be appreciated if you would have the full text
of the President's Exeoutive Order of January 22, oreating the
War Refuges Board, gind the presé releass lssued by the White
House in cohnection therawith, _tnanmitted by sable or airgram
to all diplomatic and consular officers.

(#tmed) J. W Pohls




TO: ir. Berle
FHOMs Mr. Pehle

1t would be appreciated if you would have
the attached messages from Secretary Morgenthau to
representatives of the Treasury Department in London,
Stockholm, Ankara, Lisbon, Ceira, and AMgiers dispatched

as soon as possible.

ey Q. w0 P
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¢
CABLE TO AMBASSADOR WINANE, LONDON, FOR GASéAHAY
TROE THE SECRETARY OF THE %REKSUR!’.

TOR WINANT FOR CASSADAY FROM SECRETARY MORGENTHAU.

State Department's 634 of January 25 describes the action
which the President has teken for the immediate rescue and
relief of the Jews of Europe and other victims of enemy perse-
cution. It discusses the funotions of the newly created War
Refugeo Boerd composed of the Seeretaries of State, Treasury
and War, and requests our diplomatic and consular officers
to do everything possible to cerry out the policy expressed
in the President's Exscutive Order. Pleass famillarize your-
gelf thoroughly with this cable and the text of the Executive
Order, and with ell aspects of this matter. .

As representative of the Treasury, you are requested to
do everyt poasible to assist Ambassador Winant in this
important tesk. The Traasur{ Deﬁ:rtment is determined to do
everything in its power to ald th Prasident's War Refuges
Bosrd in its efforts to rescue and bring relief to victims of
enemy oppression who are in imminent denger of death, *

#¥ou should kezg me informed thro Ambagsador mnaﬁt
of any,m%: by which the exlsting facilities and powers of the
,gartment mey be employed to furnish ald to Axis

Tressury
vietims to the fullest extent poassible.

M?g\éﬁz&a:ecr pr

PR —




CABLE TO MINISTER EOR’&EBE PFrsBow ; FOR WdOB

FOR KORWEB TOR WOOD FROM SECRETARY MORGENTHAU.

State Department's 200 of January 26 describes the setion
which the President has teken for the immediste rescue and
relief of the Jews of Euroge and other viectims of enemy perse-
eution. It discusses the functions of the newly created War
Refugee Board composed of the Secrstaries of State, Treasury
and War, and requests our diplematic end gonsular officers
to do everything possible to carry out the poliey exgresseﬁ
in the President's Exeocutive Order. Plesse familiarpize yourself
thoroughly with this cable and the text of the Exscutive Order,
and with all aspects of this matter.

As representative of the Treasury, you are requested to
do everything possidle to assist Hini‘sger Torweb in this importent
task. The Tress Depertment is determined”™to do everything
in its powpr to aid the President's War Refugee Board in its
offorts to'rescus snd bring relief to vietims of edewy oppression
who are 1n imminent dmnger of deaths

You should ke:g me informed through Minister Norweb of
any wiys by which the existing facilities and powers of the
Treasury De}éartment may be employed to furnish aid to Axis
victims to the fullest extent possible.

o J olstegr ,
o 7RTAL Ot ®
Rt g




FOR JOHNSON FOR OLSON FROM SECRETARY MORGENTHAU.

State Depsriment*s 131 of Jenuery 25 deseribes the agtion
whiech the President hay teken for the immedieste rescue end
relief of the Juws of Eursgs and other vistims of eneny perse-
cution. It digousses tha unetions of the newly created War
Refugde Board composed of the Secrstaries of Ststs; Tressury
and War, and requests our diplomstie and consulnr officers
to do everything possible to carry out the pol u{ 3DEE
in the Preaident*s Exeecutive Orders Plesss fimi iarize your-
self thoraughlti with this cable and the text of the Exesutive
Order, and with all sspects of this matt ore

s re g santstive r the Treasury you aye reg ,es}tga to

do evex-yt posal le o assist Miniater Johnson
Lmportant: tnk. The Tressury De %artment e dete )
do- g erything in its gtmea to ald the President®s fugee
\in its efforts to rescus snd bring relie to vietims of
oppreasion who are in imsinent denger of‘aesth.

You should keep me informed through Minkster: mmnan
of any waye by whi cg ths exiﬁing é’.‘aai itiegur ang- g awers of
the Treasury Depsptme omg 1oyed tu ninh ald to
&xls victing to the i‘ulles oxt passibles




FOR STEINHARDT POR GUNTER FRUM SkCRETARY MORBENTHAU.

Stete Department's 88 of Januery 25 desoribes the action
which the President hes taken for tho lmmediate rescme end
relief of the Jows of Lurope and other victims of enemy perse-
cutione It dlsousses the functlons of the newly oreated War
Refugse Board composed of the Seerctaries of State, Troasury
and War, and requests our diplowatic end consular officirs
to do evarybmn%*ppssibia toicaryy oub %he;pall«js{ expresusd
in the Presidant's Executive Order. Pleage fauiliarize yourself
txlm,rau%hly with this cable and the text of the Exeoutive Order,
and with a1l aspects of this natter.

As representative of the Tressupy, you are roquested to
do evorything possible to asslet Ambassady Steinhardt in this
tuportent tepls The T””“ﬁ& ng:rkmnt;is delormined to do

everything An its power to Prasidenb's War Rofuges.
Board in Lts efforts to resoue and bring rellef to vietims of
enemy oppression who ere in imminent denger of doathe

You should ke ug me informed throvgh Anbassader Steinhapdt
of any wa%: by whish the exiating facllities and powers of the
Troantyy Dopartaent may be euployed to furnish eid to Axiw
vigtins to fthe fulleat extent possibles »




CABLE TO AMBASSADOR WILSoN, MIGIIRS, FOR HOFUAM
RO THE SECRETARY OF THE IREACURY.

FOR WILSON FOR HOFFMAN FROM SECRETARY MORGERTHAU.

Stote Department's airgram of Jenuery 26 describes the
aotion which the President has token for the imnediate rescue
and relief of the Jews of Huropa and other victims of enemy

ersecution. It discusses the funstions of tho newly ereated
ar Refugee Board compossd of the Seorstaries of State, Tregsury
and War, snd requesis our 4l ; :
do everything possible to oarxy © {0y ¢X aed In
the President's Executive Order. DPleasa familiarize yourself
thoroughly with this airgram and the test of the Executive
Order, snd with sll aspeots of this matitara

Ags representative of ‘the Treasury, %ou, are reguested te

do everything possible to assist Aubassador Wilson in hia
important tesk. The Preasury: Department is. determined to do-
gverything in its power o d the President's War Refugee

Board in 1ts efforts to rescue and bring relief to vi :
of onemy oppression who are in f{mminent denger of death.

You showld keep me informed thro 1 Ambassador Wilson
of eny weys by which the oxisting facilities and powers of
the Treasury Department m{ be employed to furnish aid to

Sxis victims o the fullest exten ‘possible.




/
STER . KIRK, CAIRO, FOR MIKiSELL
ARY OF REASURY

FOR KIRK FOR MIKESELL FROM SECRETARY MORGENTHAU.

State Department's airgram of Jenuary 26 describes the
sction which the President has teken for the immediate rescue
and relisf of the Jews of Burope and other vietiwms of enemy
persecution. It discusses the functions of the newly created
#§ar Refugee Board composed of the Secretaries of State, Treasury
snd War, and requests our diplomatic and consuler officers to
do everything possible to oarry out the poliey expressed in
the President's Executive Order. Plesse familiarize yourself
thoroughly with this eirgram and the text of the Executive
Order, and with all aspects of this matter.

As representative of the Treasury% you are requested to

do everything possible to assist Minister Kirk in this important
task. The Treasury Department is determined te do everything

in its power to aid the President's War Refugee Board in its
offorts to rescue and bring relief to vietims of enemy oppression
who are in imminent danger of death. .

You should keep me informed through Minister Kirk of any
ways by which the existing facilities and powers of the Treasury
D:fartment may be employed to furnish aid to Axzis victims to the
fullest extent possible.




MEMORANDUM FQR THE FILES

- January 28, 1944
&

Statels cables containing instructions to the Missions re
War Refugee Board were dated January 25, 1944, and numbered as
followss

London - 634
Lisbon - 200
Madrid - 207
Stookholm = 131
Bern - 251
Ankara - 68

The instructions were sent by airgram to all other Missions
under date of January 26, 1944

, GC = Mossrs, Pehle, Luxford, DuBois, E. M. Bernstein, Lesser, Friedman

Miss Hodel




preicial File CopV
January 26, 1944

: /
DISCUSSION OF CABLE TO MISSIONS RE WAR REFUGEE BOARD

During the digcussions of the prop¥sed cable emong
Mr. Charles P. Tafg and Mr. Travers’ of the State Depariment
and Mr. DuBois of Treasury, the State Department represent-
stives mede the following comments, among others: '

Mr, Travers:

1. Stated that he hoped that he was going to have
nothing further to do with refugee matters since they had
been & terrible headache.

2, Stated that the British and Canadians apparently
are upset by the establishment of the War Refugee Board
and that it was quite possible that the Intergovernmantal
Committee would break up. He stated he understood that
¥r. Myron Taylor had already resigned from such Committee.
He further indicated thet the Canadians hed said that they
would abandon the Intergovernmental Committee but upon ’
questioning corrected himself to say that the Canadians
had implied this.

8, Repeatedly referred to allegedly hapebrained ‘
schemes for refugee rescue and relief which had been.
presented by the private organizations in the field.

4, Stated that he could not see why the guestlon of
communication facilities was any business of the Treasury
Department. .

5. Stated that it was not possible for the State
Department to give diplomatic status to the special
attaches provided for in the Executive Order since such
persons would not be acoredited to any govermuent.

Mr, Taft:

... 1. Stated that we have to be & little careful about
our deelings with the_va?ious,Jéwish organizations which




-2

%,
experience has shown fight esmong themselves and also
frequently present impractical plans.

2. That the cable in question, according to consensus
in the State Department, is one of the strongest that has ever
been sent out and that the missions certainly will be shocked
into action. It was also stated that some of the old people
around the Department were somewhat troubled by such a cables

Tt was mentioned that the cable had been discussed with Mr. Dunn

and Mr. Hackworth.

Qupy Fpwehentane




‘0fflcial File CoR¥
January 26, 1944

MiOR.ANDUM RE CABLE TO MISSIONS*RE WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

On Tuesdsy, January 25, 1944, at 4:00 p.m. Mr. DuBois
and Mr. Friedman went to the office of Mr. Charles P. Taft
in the State Department to examine the final draft of the
cable to the verious diplomatic missions prepared by the State
Department upon the besis of the draft originally presented by
the Treasurye.

Mr. Travers of the Stete Department was in Mr. Taft's
outer office and when the typing of the final draft cable was
completed Mr. DuBois discussed the dooument with Mr. Travers.
Before and during the reading of the document Mr. Travers made
the following comments to Mr. DuBois: .

(1) Thet he hoped thet he was going to have nothing
further to do with refugee matiers since they had been & terrible
headache. "

(2) That the British and Cenadians apparently wers upset
by the establishment of the War Refugee Board and that it was
quite possible that the Intergovernmental Committee would bresk
up. He stated that he understood thet Mr. Myron Taylor had al-
ready resigned from such committee. He further indicated that
the Cenediens had said that they would abandon the Intergovern-
mental Committee but upon questioning corrected himself to say
that the Canadians hed implied this.

(3) Mr. Travers repeatedly referred to allegedly hare-
breined schemes for refugee rescue and relief which have been
presented by the private organizations in the field.

After reading the cable Mr. DuBois rhised the following
objections to it:

- (1) One or two sentences had been inserted requesting
~the missions to regort with resgect to necessery private finan-
cial assistance and with. respect to the organizations through
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which the work could be done. Mr. DuBois indicated that in
his opinion it was not appropriate to. discuss this matter in
the first cable but that it should appropriately be left for
subsequent discussion after the Board had met.

(2) The part of the ceble relating to the use of the
communication fecilities by private organizations had been
substantially changed in the sense that the missions were to
transmit messeges only if they were thought %o be in harmony
with coordinated and integrated progrems effectiveto carry
out the policy of the President's executive order. Mr. Travers
indicated thet one of the principal things they were trying to
avoid was the possibility thet time would be wasted in sending
messages containing perfectly silly and futile suggestions and
also that they wished to centralize the matter in Washington
preventing the sending of messeges to London and other places.
Mr. DuBois indicated his view that this well might interfere
with the Board's effort to get all possible information and
stated that it was his opinion that the Board itself was the
agency to determine the feasibility of various plans upon the
basis of all information available. Mr. DuBois agreed that
it was desirable for all such messages to be centralized in
Washington. The alternative suggested by Mr. DuBois was that

~ communication facilities should be made available for all appro-
priate messages in connection with the carrying out of the
policy set forth in the executive order ¢nd the cable.

At one point in the discussion Mr. Travers stated
that he could not see why the question of  communications was
any business of the Treasury Depertment, to whioch Mr. DuBois
replied that the Treasury had been asked by Mr. Stettinius
to read the cable.end o such comments as it saw fit. Mr.
Tpavers indicated that the lan‘guﬁe used was lan%uage approved
by Mr. Stettinius and that he co :d not -chenge it. s

(3) Mr. DuBois inguired-of Mr. Travers why there had

been deleted from the cable “the Depertment is determined to
- do everything:in its go_wex"“tq arry out this Government's .
olicy"; etes, substl uting en instruction to the missions’

o do e_ver{ hing possible- to-effact the:poliocy. ' Mr. Travers '

‘gtated that this change wesimade in‘order to' put “the cable -
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in the usual State Depariment langﬁage and that in his opinion
the State Department's form was even stronger than the other.

Prior to reading the cable, Mr. Travers had mentioned
the fact that the order provides for the appointment of special
attaches to diplomatic status who would trevel around the various
countries. He indicated that it was not possible for the State
Department to give that diplomatic status to persons who were
not accredited to any government. In this comnection he mentioned
that Mr. Ira Hirschmenn had recently requested and been refused
a aiplomatic passport. Mr. DuBois pointed out that he did not
believe that this was necessarily so since he, Mr. DuBois, had
e aiplometic passport during bis stay in North Africa although
he was not accredited to any government and although there
existed no government to which he could be accreaited.

The above mentioned matters relating to the cable werse
then discussed with Mr. Charles P. Taft. In the course of the
conversation Mr. Taft stated among other things:

(1) That we had to be & 1ittle careful about our dealings
with the various Jewish organizations which as experience has
ghovn fight among themselves and also frequently present impract-
jical plans.

(2) That the cable, according to consensus in the State
Department, is one of the strongest that has ever been sent out
and that the missions certainly will be shocked into action.

Tt wes also stated that some of the old people around the Depart-
ment were somewhat troubled by such & cable. It was mentioned
thet the cable had been discussed with Mp. Dunn and Me. Hackworth
(at one point Mr. Travers interjected that the Degartment itself
% cable). Mr. Taft agreed to make
the cheanges suggested by Mr. DuBois, i.e., deletion of material
relating to financial questions and modification of the para-
graph relating to communications. :

At the end of the conversation Mr. Travers and Mr. Taft
disoussed the question of whether or not the cable should be
gent in code. Mr. Travers reised the question of whether it
was intended to meke this document public end indicated that
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1f there was this possibility that he would prefer that the
message be sent in code. Mr. DuBois indicated that so far
as he knew there had been no ‘intention up to the moment of
meking the cable public and indicated his view that the form
of sending the cable was a matter for the State Department.

Mr. Taft was vnable to get in touch with Mr. Pehle to
discuss the changes in the cable and Mr. DuBois indicated that
he would teke responsibility for approving the cable in the
form agreed upon by Mr. Taft.

o Tatmr
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The Treesident has instructed the gecretsrian of Séate, Tressury ad Var
%0 rake sotion for the snmedinte rossus snd relief of %he Jews of Burepe and
othsy viotimp of enewy parssoution. In san exscutive ovder issusd Jenaary 2
the President deolaped JIOTE 4% is the pollay of \his Gaveranend 0 take all
senwuras wlAhin 4% power o rescus the viating of enesy eprredsion vhe ave in
irminent Aunger of death asd othspvies W afford ameh vistise il nossidle rellef
and assistangs gonsistent vith the eaasessful prosecution of the war UROOEE,
1nl govarnmental amthinery oy executing this polioy.
avd ocusisting of the Secyatories of Blate, Treasury
ond Vap. The Bosrd is ehowged with Alreot responsibilily to he President in
sssing that the sancunged pelicy is garried out. The Presideny iddieated that
vhile he would laok direcily to the Hoard for the exeantion of this pelley,
the Roard wonld coopsrate with the Insergovernaantal Qamsittee, USREA, snd other
Interasted international organiyntions. ¥he Prawidint sinted that he expected the
coopermtion of sll nembere of the Unl§ed Natlone nad oihir governments in earrying
out this A1fficnlt but lmportent task. BEe stated thad the sxisting faoilities of
Ahe Biote, Treasury smd Var Departnente would be employed to furaieh pid to Asle
victius $o She fullead extsns poasidle. He straused Ahat 1% was urgeat Ahab -
astion be tsken $0 foresiall tho plad of the Hneis to exterainate the Jews snd
other perseauted mingrities in Farape. :

You sheuld o everything podeidle to effectuate this poliey of $his Qovern-
uend, besring in mind thet time is of the essende. Yéu shauld cooperate elosely
with all pudlie and estebliehed private agencies who are ssiive ia your ares
in this fie14, siding \hen in the developnen$ of coordinated prograns awd in
Ahe sffectuation of infegratsd measures for \he ressus, tranrporiation, maintensnse
and yelief of vietims of enwmy oppressien, ote.

fhe eopwintoation fauilisien should be usde freely aveiladle W these private
agensios for ald appropriate messejes Sor oarrying out the pelley of this Govern-
pent herein stated, lseping the Var Refuges Soard slvised throngh Vhe Neparisent.
Tou ehotld give Ahem aveyy assiotanes in: cblainlug asd verifying informatien.

Yow ave reguested to venier sa lmusdiate repert sonseyaing dhp actual sttustien
o0 4% sxinty today in the gountry to vhidh you eve acevelited. This vepord
ehould -irolude m fell statement as o vhat de Belng done to rescue Vhe Jewn aud
other persecuted minoritise fyen Hidler, inateding paréienlerly | #) the exiant ¢
which these var yefupess ord poraitted to anter Ahe asuntry So vhleh you ars
adarsdited (V) Whe extent o whieh wash soutry sotnally encrurages and sasparates
1a thelw entzy and (0} ¥he dxtend 8o vhieh sueh rofugess axe nab able So ender eueh:
eouAtyy Sesauee of the follupe of sush somatyy o saoperate fu thely entrp.. Thin
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rapors should cover sotusl eases vhich have goms to your attention involving
refugess deing turned baok st the dorder sad the reasyns WAy suoh refugess vers
turnsd Bagk. You should also report pericdieally ou ssses of this charseter
which came %0 your adtsndten in the future.

You ehould inclufe ia yeur report YEur resssuendations as to wvhat you feel
Thin Oovernment ean 45 to effactuate with all possidle speed the rescus and
relief of the victims of eueny appressisn, inoluding partioularly vhat csn de
done o make the goverament of the countyy te which you ave asorsiited
aucperate more fully inm cerrying outd this peliey. Tour repert should cover
any upeolel sbetaoles vhich you fasl are interfaring with (ko rezeue and relief
of thewe viatimas and your recormsndatione as tc vhat can Be done $0 remove theee
abstecles.

V'ion ars reguostsd to approsth the Government to which yoem are accredited,
explain the poliay ezpresusd in the Prasident’s Exesutive Order referred to
above, st asgertsin frax such Governmeat the extent to whieh it ie prepared b
gooperate.

Diplomatic aud consular offiesrs are instrusted ts de everylhing powsidle
to oarry oud the policy expranssd in the President's Exvcutive Order. This
coblagran has bsen transnitted by telegrsm or alrgram to all diplonatic and
consular offiges.

Bapeat to consulsr offices wader yeur jurisdiotion.
(¥3)

x Vv
CUDE HOOH = Repeat to Miewions a$ Lisbon ase g@b. ludrid as 367. Stockholn as
13}, Bera as 55}. asd Ankara a8 go

4
840,48 Refugees.

FMERTIRS  1/85/4% WEA - A-B
*h100;
Bale!

Distributed to: Secretary (Mr. K.M.Bernetein);r.D.¥.Rell(Mr.Dietrich)i¥Fr.Feul;
Nr.¥hita{¥y. N.H.Bernstein-Opig.) iKr.Luxford; Kr. Penle; Kr. B.N.Bernstein;
Mr.Glaseer; Nr. TayloriMr. Nees.

From Miss 3. Bynes -« Ru. 285
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