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Canberrd 

Date ::Ts_.:>~smber 4, 1944 

'-h'th reference to Depurt.I.lent 's c iroular tele­
grum duted Aur:ust 12, 19i~4, 8 p.;,,,, concerp.ing a 
haven :."or children from IIUrteury there is quoted 
be lou; the text of y. letter dated August 25, 1944-
from ~.,r. ·,i, D. Fofsyth, ·officer in charee _of refueee 
queat;i.ons ut the Department of .l<):tcrnal Affairs: 

"Wl th reference t.c your let tel' o1' 18th 
Aw;c.st concernine cllildren froro1 Huncury·, 
the :following is tLe pm·i tion: 

.- "Th•n·e is no eenert•l ur•dertukl!!G by the 
,.u)JXrullun Goverrunent tc.• provide asylum 'for 
~::-e:t'ugee ohildren, The Aus1;:ralian Government 
::1afl so far approved the adr•lission of 300 
~cei'u(;ee children from France for who1.1 wel­
fal'e orcunisations in Australia have under­
taken responsibility, but it has not been 
possible to obtain passur;es to Australia. 
The q,uestion of our agreeinr: to admit children 
from Hungary has been raised with us recently, 
but l.n view of the fact thut. it has not yet 
been possible t9-' arrange trEnsport for the 
chilcren from France thore is same doubt as 
to tLe utility of approving the admission o-r 
eld.lc~.ren from Hungary. We propose, however, 
to inquire in London whether approval would 
sel"VH ony useful purpose even if tranDport 
renains unobtainable". 

J'lll../vr 

., 
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Excerpt from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, S\lllday, May 14; 1944 
I 

I ~ I 
~ustralian Government Agrees to Admit Jewish Refugee Children 

Camberra, Australia, May 12. (JTA) -- The Australian 

Government today advised the Welfare Guardian Society here that it will 

pernit the entry of 100 Jewish refugee children. The young refugees-

will receive agricultural training under the supervision of the society. 

Twenty refugee bqys were admitted some time ago, and their achievements 

convinced the government that it would be advisable to admit others. 

-· ,. 



MEIIORANDUM FOR TilE FliES 

Aprll 22, 1944 
~. 

J .w .P. and t.s.L. discussed the Australian' colonization' 

plan with Assistant Secretary or state Berle
1 

on April 22. A 

copy or Department's 40 to Canberra, Aprll 12, was lei't with 

Mr. Berle w~o indicated his willingness to apprise Prime 

Minist~r CUrtin/or this Governm~nt 1 s interest in the project. 

-~ 



>· 

CONTROL COPY 
G!.IY-846 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
co::u:mnica tEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 
:.e:;mcy, (BTI) 

SEcrEtary of statE, !) 
! .· 

\'Jashington. 

48, April 21, ll 

DatEd ,·,pril 21, .1944 

' TIEc 1 d 10:25 a,m. 

~ 

ThE LEe;ation has sEnt a formal notE to thE mini-

stEr for ExtErnal ;\ffairs strEssing thE urgEncy of 

thE rEfugEE quEstion nhich has also bEEn discussEd 

;formally v1ith mEmbErs of thE DEpartmEnt of ExtErnal 

Affairs (rEfErEnCE DE~XtrtmEntls tElEgram No. 40 of·· 

J.pril 14, 10 a,m, Em'oodying a mEssagE from thE War 

REfugEE Board). ,\ rEi)ly stating thE position of 

thE Australian GoVErrnnEnt is promisEd at as Early a 

datE as possiblE. I, hov/EVEr, anticipatE considErablE 

dElay as quEstions raisEd involvE 'basic govErnmEntal 

policy on migration. ThE dutiEs of thE IntEr-GovErn• 

mEntal C01m01ittEE rEfErrEd to in my airgrrun _No, A-:-6 of' 

FEbruary 17
1 

l p.m. do not includE war timE rEliEf· 

problEms. ThE immEdiatE quEstion must bE rEfErrEd to 

thE MinistEr for thE IntErior who will probably wish 

to takE it to cabinEt, ThE PrimE MinistEr's ab'llEncE 

will doubtlEss dElay action, so I bEliEVE ap)roach 

to him in ':lashington might bE usEful. For background 



• 
-2-, ;/48 1 /,pri1 21, ·11 a.m. from C:mbErra. 

'11 
I SU[;CESt my aircram "~-36 of ::JECE'l!bEr 5

1 
1943

1 

1 p.m. bE i;mclE o.vai1o.b1E to thE ''lar TIEfUGEE '3oard. 

Ui'TSI@ED. 

EIIB 



// "'"·. 
REC'r 
This telegro.m must be 
paraphrased before being 
communi.:rtet! t-:- Pryer.f!' 
Gther t1:.&.;~~ ;;. cc~~~t _ 
.t.gen6}'o ('P.tt) 

.. ~EGATION, CONlROl ~OPY 
OAN.UERRA. COMMUNICATIONS 

~~R Tllli: MINISTER FRO~\ THE l·tAR REFUGitli:, SOAR~~D RECORDS 

Reference your a1rgram A-6 FebruarY 24, 1944. 

~ % ~ principal means of aesieting in tbe reecuo of victims ot 
<( 3: ..... 
0:::-<( c:t ~~~ enei; oppression and persecution is to offer the neutral naUona 

0 rrs -~5:'!: con'ii.guoua to enem;y-coli\trolled terr1tor7 effective and concrete 
>rno 
rr1ms ~ 0~q B'Ua~ntees that such refugees ... ul not in large numbers remain 

<o o B7 this moans such neutrals maJ be induced to l3 · s.tttf the '-rB!'. 

receive at this crucial time increased numbers ot refug~ee. Thus. 

the Governments of the United States, United Kingdom, Sovi$t Union, 

Luxembourg, Xugoelavia, No~. Greece, Belgium, Poland, Cv.echo­

elovakia, and·The Netherlands and the ~rench Committee have alread7 

ag~~~~R~'tiBiiPi:ch or them ... 111 rece11'~ ·ll"tter ... he war lU nationals 

who have fled to asylums 1n other oountrles and to assure such con­

dlt~ons ln enemy countries as will ?erm1t the return thereto ot all 

persons .. tho have fled therefrom to refuge else•·thG1'8· Obviously, 

however, 1t is ~robable that a number or refugees Mill not as a 

practical matter be able or willing for a varietJ of reaeons to 

return to their tormer homes. Just ho~ large this number ,~11 be 

is uncertain, but the neutral countries aboYe reterl'8d to &1'8 aware 

ot this probability ~nd tor this reaeon heaitate freelY to a~t 

refugees nek1ng aerlum. 
In 

--·- .. ,., 



-2"*'0 • April 12 • 4 p.m., to canberra • 

' In an effort partially at lea~t to eolve this problem the 

Department has authorized American consular officers in s~itzerland 

tc issue up to 4,000 visas to refu~ee children or any nationality 

and regardlose of stateless status arriving in Switzerland from 

France during the first six months of 1944. The Dapartment hae 

further stated its intention, ... ithl.n the limits of the quota la·~. 

to replAce such visas as tho)' «i':•J'Pire until at least six months 

after the ~ar. Similar provision·is about to be made tor the 

issuance or an additional 1,000 visas to refugee children escaping 

trom France to Opain. 
Xou are requested to advise appropriate officials of tne 

Australian go~ernment of the torego1ng and to inoulre ~ether the 

JWstralian government ~·111 'take action parallel to our o•.<ll. In 

this connection, you maJ ~~sh to advise fUOh officials that the 

~ar Refugee Board is grat1tied by the recent increase to an 

aggregate or 300, the number of refugee children that it has been 

announced ;~ur.tralia ~·111 receive. 

ln th1~ connection, ho~ver, it 1s of interest that 1t ~~s 

author1 tat1vel)' reported here 1n December 11138 that the .•.uetral1an 

government announced that it ~~uld receive 16,000 European refugees 

oYer n three year period. It ie our understanding that approximately 

only 1600 retugees vere received pursuant to that program. ~ooord-
inglJ, 



' l 

!i.ccoycl:C: ;;l;r, you. fire 1'1Jai~est6d to inot\ire all to ths present statue 

ot 6\lOc< J:t'O!fp.•sm. and U' the !lame J.ll at.ill operative, to approach 

apprc•):u ,ts officials of the ~~uetf'a:U.an gov!ll!'i~mant "'ith the eug-

geotior t:lJ.at that ruc.t bll n1ad.e ltno"l-"l\ to 3•·•1tzot•land, Spain and 

'fu:rki!IY :. "· an 1ndtwem~nt to them to l'ecq,:l. vo Rd•1 i tion11l :refltgeee. 

If you ,·a 1nfopmed that thl'll pTo~p·am is no longer in oparat1on, 

pl<lla!<lli.' :oro!l.ch appropr:>.at\9 of!ic\allll of tho 1\.ustrl\l!l.an goVI!Irnmmt 

'l.'l".· "aJ.' R!l'tur.;G6 Bo.,_rd hRS bOJen approaollod in conn~c_tion ·~ith 

a prog: > to oolonh.e J::urop~Jo.n Je····s ln llortllwestern .imotral1e. 

knoYfl 

1943, i J. HollO'·'aY, At·.!ltt•al!an !i.l.!113ter for Social Services and 

giving · ;-:~onllblo oonll,.·1ID:••at1on to tno prcject ~:uen th'1l •oar put all 

proJeC~'• other than yar, on one $1da. UN~UOTE Ths proJect appmars 

also, r; om l~ttern Dlnde available to the ~ar Refugee Board, to have 

bad tlw support aa re«~ently aa a yea.r ago ot the Anglican Archbishop 

ot Per~- .• , thfll ProsbytGl'itan Hoderator General, tl:le ll.ethod1st Presi­

llent Gc .rral., Rolllnn Catholic A:roh'b10llOp of Melbourne, and the 

Aulltra:~x.!l1tan Council of Trade Unions. Please make appropriate 

1nqu1r:'>:!l to detorminl!l .. ~bather anJth1ng is being done at the present 

time to further or• to asoerta1r. the toasib1l1tJ ot thit1 proJect. 
on 



• r.y 
• ~ ·t 

On October 28, 194~, the '"'ar Refugee Board is ini"ormed, Prime 

lUnister Curtin ~'i'Ot<J concerning it: i,UOTE Tl1e ..bole ouestion 

ot immigration into Australia, particularly haYing regard to the 

conditione that ~ill ex1ot at the conclusion of hostilities ie 

one that reouires to be tully exylored from all aspects. Plans 

are at present in progress to Aet up a Committee to studf the 

various phases or the general problem and, until recomr.~ndations 

are made by that body, the Goyernment is not 1n a poe1t1on to 

formulate a definite policy. UNQUOTE. Please ascertain and adYise 
' 

the Department ~ether euoh a Committee has been constituted and, 

if so, ~~ther it has mRde any stu~y of the Kimberley proJect and 

its practicabilitf. 

The "'ar Refugee Board 1B ot the Yiev that the mere knoo,•ledge 

that a concrete proposal such as the Kimb&rley proJect is receiving 

eer1oua otudJ by an .~atralian governmental committee on immigra­

tion matters might be some aid in further opening neutral borders 

to refugees trom enemy-controlled territories and thus in saving 

the Uvee of many. It 1o •·•1th th1R thought 1n mind therefore tbat 

we suggest JOU make the 1nouirJ above indicated. Xou maY make this 

vie~ of tbe ~ar Refugee Board.kno~ 1n appropriate quarters if the 

occasion should arlee and you deem lt adYieQble to do so. Con­

sideration is beins stven to the advisab111tJ or dleouseing the 

K1mberleJ proJect and other refugee problems vith Prime Minister 
Curtin 

i. 
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• 
~9V400 April 12, 4 p.m., to Canberra. 

~. 

Curtin during his forthcoming visit to the United States. Please 

keep tbo Department advised. 

Xou have requested olar1f1cation of wark contemplated bJ tbe 

War Refugee Board and clarlfloation of ita oonnmot1on ~1th IGC 

and UNRRA. 

UNRRA and IGC are 'both international in character, ,,.t11lo the 

1"'ar Refugee Board 1s a.n organization of tl1e United States eet up 

to oarr1 out the policies or the United States Government. The 

~'ar Refugee Board bae been created for speedr action and ia 

dedicated to measures to eeoun , .. ithdrawal or victims ot oppreeelon 

from enelll)" or enemy-occupied terri to1•1 and .. ,h4tre tbe.t U not poe­

eible, to meaeuree to alleviate their condition. The ~ar Refugee 

Board ia prepared to render eYerJ a8111iatance to both UNRRA and 

IGC in any projects they have undertaken or will undertake ~1th 

the viet,• to bring about the speedy rescue ot viot1ma of enemy 

oppression • 

. ~t the moment S1~ Herbert Emmerson and Patrick M. Malin are 

1n the United States to dlRcuee relationships. 

~·RlHGl.'·' :KG 
4/8/44: 

BC 

HULL 
(GI.W) 

VD 
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FREELAND 

TERRITORIALIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA FOR JEWISH COLONIZATION 

1819 BROADWAY. Suite 701 

NEWYORK.N. Y • ....... 

Mr. Lawrence s. I.esser, 
Assistant Executive Director, 
War Refugee Baord, 
Treasury Building, 
washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Lesser, 

1t Please reply to: 
444 Central .Park Vleet 
New York City, N.Y. 
March 31 1944. 

! have just received;here a press clipping 
from Australia, from the Melbourne "Jew:l,.sh News11 ,which con­
tains some information~regarding the A6itralian promise in 
1938 to admit 15,000 refugees. Here is a copy of it, as ! 
think 1 t can be useful to you as a follow-up on the other 
material I sent you. c '' 

With kind regards,. 

I am, 

INS/as 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~---
Dr. I.N. s~~e~ . 
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Cl!PY l'enruar~r ll. 1944 

Ir.raedi&': c Adni!5 sion of ~ ,000 Jev:ish P..ofu~ees 

to .f.ustralia So~t 

Je~sie :Street's rtecolil.nendat ~.::>ns. 

Those r•.--!1c £_ttenried t'qe 1-'irr~ eublic 1.~eetirt[ oi' the .. ":.ustrr~lis.n 
f':::.les"tine GoT1'""':itteo in Sydney will rener:1ber !·rs• Jessie Street., Pres­
ident cf the 1..;n::ted A.:.~s..3cciation3 of ·,-fomen, tellin; tho e.ssOI""-lly tl,nt. 
sho is e.rranzing n de put at ior to t:,e l'rino ~.!in~ stor vt'h"lch \;cnld s:;bc.it 
to hiu four resolutions, enric rsed by the orr:;e.nizf'.tions reprt=tsen"Cod. in 

~he 'iopu"t;£.."t;ion. 

I:t trte ~:1eentine the foJlo-..rln~ r:-odies hnYe associated the:"'.selves 
with the Unit-Jd A 5 socie.t~orrs of llo;aen in enf.orsing tho recor.t'!"!lenda-cions: 
'I':ne :·ritish .c.•n.pire Union, the •.:;:hristian ::>oci.e.l order Lovenent, t:he .. 1\ust­
rali!ll1 United Ifo.tions Assenbly, the ~iorld Jewish Concress, the Hew E~.u­
c£1.tion Bellows!-1-l_:_J, the S-tnte !..abour Party and Colll!!lunist Pnrty of !..·.wt:-a­
lin, the Fellowship cf Australian \"IRiters and tho Conncjl for Women in 

War Yforl:. 

By courtesy of Ers. Jessie Stre9t we are ir.. the position to 
puolish here the vmrdint: of the recommendations, 

1, In view of the process of exteiT!ination of the ,Tewish popu­
lation of Durope, which is ·aeint: carried out systematically by thw>.Nazis, 
we nr[;e the Coii1J:\onwealth Government without further dele.oy to resume the 
implene:ntation of thoi r underts.kint:! nade at the Evio..'1 Conferenoe in 1938 
to r;i_ve ns:,·lum to 15,1100 J8wish r&l"ugees, the i:~rPlementntion of whioh l\'"E\8. 

interrupted by thA outbreok of w~.r e.nd wheror~s 7,000 of this quotn has 
a.lrP.'ldy beon a.duitten t;O Austro..lie., we ask that inunedi£t.te ~rran;ements should 
be made for tho a.dT.is sion or· the ba.l ance of 8,000 Jewish refu,sees so thr.. t 
t':le~r rnny e scc..pe s lnu .t;htor. 

2, I,-. view of tho ;:;roe.t vo:).ume of tre.nsport whirh is now avail­
able, we urge the Conunonwoa.lth Government to mnka representations to the 
British a.nd United States Govermnents to m9.ke a.vnilnble the muximum ship­
ping space possible for tho evacuation of European Jews to those countries 
preparnd to c;iva thea asylum. 

3, In view of the proximity and accessibility of P!llestine to 
Europe 

1 
we reqne st the 8omrn.onweal th Government to make mrgent reprosenta.­

tions to the Dl!itish Government to open immedie.tel:t the doors of Palestine 
to as ma.ny Buropaan Jewish refugees as a.ro c.ble to ascnpe to that country, 

4, We ure;a ppon the Conunwealth Government tho n<lcessity for r.n 
imme<'.U.to and scientific study of (a.) the problem of inunigrntion into 
Australia, with the pmtpose of introducing a fo.1-sli.ghted and virile inunig;­
ratiibn policy1 (b) educnting Australior. public opinion about the enforced 

mo_v_o_m.ents e,nd pers_o.oution of wh'?le popule.t,ions in other Pt:rts of thee world, 
so .. tjint Australia may nDy f'a:il w her dlltfies and obliga.tJ.ons in a. most 
imp~rtnn~ part of • past-war reoonstruction, . 



WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

March !50, 1944 

To: llr. Pehle 

From: Mr. Mann 

I 
llr. Stewart' of the Australian Section in the State Departlljent 

was unable to sey just when !'rime 1!1n1ster Curtitl' would arrive in 

Waphington. He thought, however, thet it would be between April 24th 

and 28th since Curtin hed to be in London by May let to attend a 

meeting. It is planned thet Curtin will pass through Washington on 

hie wey back to Australia: Su~h re'b:lrn should be bafore the end 

of May and it is contemplated that he will spend more time than on 

his journey through to London. Stewart stated that he might be 

here two or three weeks. I gather that there are still llllley" 

uncertainties concerning Curtin's travel arrangements, means of 

getting to London, eto., which, if he were required to resort to 

boat travel would probably move up hie first applfarance in Washington 

by aeveral dqa. 

llsnntdb 
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FREELAND 
TERRITORIALIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA FOR JE_WISH COLONIZATION 

1819 BROADWAY. Suite 701 

NEW YORK 23; N.Y. 

Please ~eply to: 
Dr. Steinberg 
444 Central Park W 
lfew York OiV 

Jrarch 22, 1944 

Mr. Lawrence s. Lesser, 
Aisstant Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasur,y Building, 
Washington,. D. c. 
Dear Mr. Lesser: 

" According to your request I am enclosing 
a photostat from the lfew York !imes,;of D~o. 2, 1988. It 
concerns the announcement by )he Australian Government 
on the admission of 15,000 Jewish Refugees. I am glad 
I was able to be helpful to you in this oaee. 

...... 

I am taking the opportunity to thank you 
for all the,_s1mpathy and understanding you have shown­
durin& our conversations. The Memorandum on the Kimberly 
scheme is in preparation and will be sent to the War 
Refugee Board within the next few days. · 

Since.re~y YJurs, 

~f~R- /ffL,~~ 
~ 

~ 1 j,_ .;,. ~ 'teu ~ 
~v ~ s {- J 

o M ~:: J vJV'- J:-

.~n~~~~·~ ~>! 
- __ :,_·: .. ~~t~~~~-r----~~·.-_ :::__·_r __ -- • ·•. ---~ ·- .. -... --·--·•·•······-·~--- .... ·-~~-----~-~-·-""•-• 2.--.:: ·-. ----.o·'"•·'·'"-~·-·-••.-··--····• 



Dr. I, N, Steinberg 
444 Central Park West 
New York 25, N, Y. 

SPECIAL· I:~~LI V!'Rl /I 0 

Mr. Lawrenoe s, Lesser 
Assistant Executive Direotor 
War Refugee Board 
Treasqfy Building 
Wash~ton, D, C, 

\-" 

------------- __________ ..... 





• ~ ~~· 

··! 
. < <~' •••. 

. • ,.i'' ·' 



;;:_ 

-
Clipping from the EVENING STAR, Washington, D. C. 

Saturday March 18, 1944· 

A~STR.ALIAN SEES COUNTRY AS WAR REFUGEE HAVEN 

A considerable expansion of Australian industry and commerce after 
the war was gredicted last night by Arthur 0 1 Connor QI the Aus­
tralian War upplies Mission in an address befQre the Glover Park 

Citizen's Association. 

Pointing out that Australia's land area is equal to that of the 
United States, Mr. 0' Connor, a former Australian newspaperman, 
said considerable numbers of refugees could be settled there after 
the war. Following his talk Mr. O'Connor showed several filmS de-
picting Australia's part in the war. 

Jesse L. Coen, acting president of the association, announced that 
a membership drive would be launched in· the area; The meeting was 
held at the Stoddart School. 

------------



Secretary of State, 
\1ashington. 

A-6 

Reference Department's circular airsrac of 
January 26, 1944, 7 p.m., relatine to establishment 
of 'Jar Refu13ee noard. 

A preliminary survey of the situation as it 
exists toclay \:ith rezard to the points raised on 
page 2 of the Department's airc;ram shows the follow-
in~: 

(1) The Australian Government is not interested 
in t~idne ·any 1nitTati ve l9ohl.~ to~~arCJ.·e,cr­
llfitU~Q.EL::o:Ll'llbigees, or._Tn r_!l§lllllb.tL or 
assist.ing them. The Government• s Inter­
department1lr-Conuni ttee on I.:icration is con­
cerned primarily \'lith pes t-\"ar mizrat ion 
problems (see my airgram A-3S of December 6, 
1943, l p.m.), and it has not as yet reached 
a stace whe:re it is even nearly ready to 
present its reeonmendations to Cabinet. 

(2) The Australian Government be1oncs to the 
Intergovernmental Co~nittee set up as a 
result of the Evian Conference of 1938, 
and has indicated to its ~epresentatives 
overseas that it v:ishos to have iaelilbership 
on the UNRRA Pacific Reeional Sub-oomr.littee 
on displaced persons. 

(3) The Australian Governr.1ent has approved in 
principle of paym.ent of its share of ex­
penses for the Intercovernnental Committee 
established as a result of the Evian Con­
ference, but is unwilline to commit itself 
to payr1ent of a share of expenses for the 
relief and maintenance of refucees until it 
has some idea of nhat is involved. 

(4) 



- .... 
Cari~rra\).--

(4) ;<al Th.e _Australian Goverrment has just 
announceu that L t 1nll aci~i t 15-0 -J"tmish 
cni ldren frol'l S0ltzern:n:cr:;--'r!ITS---"l)U-rs 
fii audition to a· sTiinar~number for vhoo 
per.rllssion ~Jas cranted over a year ago 
but uho have not been able to ~et to 
Australia. These ch'!}ldren are to be the 
full responsibility of the Australian 
Jewish Jelfare Association which, nith 
its allied associates in Great Britain, 
has mude tl1e arrancenents, The children 
have been or are to be admitted to 

I
Swi tzerland from ]!'renee, on the under­
takinc of the Australian GoveriLt:lCnt to 
17ant then entry when t::ansportation can 
be found. 

(b) Over a year aeo the Co:mnonwealth 
Government agreed. to adni t a small· group 
of Poles from ~ussia on the understandine, 
ap;Jarently unwritten, that Poland Y!ould 
repatriate these persons after the war, 
payinr; all expenses. The arranc;ement for 
these persons is said to have been made 
by the l·olish Consul General in Sydney. 
The ?oles are sup;Josed to have reached 
Iran, but nothin;:; fur-ther is kno~m of the 
matter, '' 

(5) The Departnent of Post-.iar Reconstruction 
is perturbed by the attitude of the Interior 
Department tov;ards admission of refugees and 
assistance to refugees durine tho \';ar. l'ost­
;{ar Reconstruction fears that lack of an 
active interest in this question nOI'I, combined 
,·;ith a feeling, as expressed in letters fro:GJ. 
refugees nor; resident in Australia, that they 
wish to leave Australia as soon as they can 
after the ;--ar ( u feeling u_;>parently refleotod 
in censorship excerpts), will discourac;e the 
desired movement of mir;rants to Australia 
after the v;ar. 

(6) i'lith regard to the lettered questions on 
paGe 2 of the DepartrJ.ent•s airr,rnm, I·.have 

cone 1m1 od 
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concluded that, except as indicated in 
(5) above, Australia's interest in the 
relief of refugees is li~ited to poten­
tial immigrants for the post-war period 
(if these immierants prove to be of the 
type desired by the Government) and tl1at, 
while not deliberately turnine back 
refugees at the border, the Government 
does not encourage them. Small (",roups 
will be admitted only if some non­
Australian Government ac;ency will accept 
full responsibility for them. 

I 
Shortage of transportati 9n is ad­

vanced, \'Ji th some justification, as a 
reason for regardine admission of more 
than an occasional individual refugee 
into Australia during the war as a purely 
theoretical question. 

(7) Australia's interest in wishing to be on 
various international committees den.ling 
with refueee problems is partly a clatter 
of prestige and partly a fear of appearing 
to be disinterested in the humanitarian 
side of the question. 

The member of my staff \"lho discussed the above 
mutters v1i th the representuti ves on the Australian 
Interdepartmental Committee on Higration of the 
Departments of External Affairs, the Interior, the 
Treasury and Post-\lar Reconstruction found everywhere 
a tendency to pass the buclc. There is apparently no 
directing body. Representation abroad is in the hands 
of l!:xternal Affairs, afulittance to Australia in the 
hands of the Interior, and financial oom;;1itoents in 
the hands of the Treasury. whioh evinces its usual 
desire to keep its hand on all sides of the problem. 

Discussion v1ith the Australian Governoent Depart­
ments would be facilitated if the Legation could be 
eiven more detailed infor1~1ation with regard to: 

(1) 
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tho connection between the Evian Co~­
:.nittee and the ree;i~al sub-comm.ittees 
on displaced persons of the UNRRA, and 
the ;/ar Refucee Board; and 

the actual type of nork which it is con­
templated v1ill be undertaken by the i1ar 
9.efugee Board, 

Further information on the subject matter of this 
air gram \1i 11 be submit ted shortly Y!hen nore extonsi ve 

-inquiries have been completed. 

JOHNSOII 
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