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CROSS REFEREBOGPEN .COOPERATION .WITH .OTHER GOVERNMENTS:
UNITED NATIONS (CANADA)

Amendment to this License . .

Extension of this License . .

Renewal of this License .

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)

FOR MATERIAL RE CANADA HAVINGS EXPRESSED TO INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COMMITTEE ITS WILLIKGNESS WO ACCEPT A GROUP OF CHILD REFUGEES

PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT 10 RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION TO
SWITZERLAND

(EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM "FRANCE)
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION TO

AND THROUGH SPAIN (AND PORTUGAL) Box 2¢ .
(EVACUATION OF CHILDREN FROM FRANCE TO SPAIN AND PORTUGAL (30c))




APR 10 1944

Sir:

The Secretary of State has referred to me & copy
of your Dispateh No, 1490, of Nareh 17, 1944, in reply to
the Departnent of State's otrcular airgram of January 36,
1944, concerning the sstablishment of the ¥War Refuges Board,

Your cooperation in making this intomﬁon avail-
adle 1a appreciated, The comnmente enbodied {n your dispatoh
ars being carefully studied. . .

Yary truly yours,

{8%smea) J. W. Pohle

J. ¥, Pehle
Exeoutive Dirsotor

v
- Horth Winship, Esq.,
smerican Ooneul Genersl,
Toronto, 1, Oanada.




APR 10 1944

Dear Nr, Olavk:

The Seorelory of State has raferred 0 e & 0Dy
of your Dispatoh Mo, 836, of Haveh 18, 1944, and At suolosures,
in reply to ¥4 Department of Stata's oiroulsr alrgram of Jan-
;:ry 28, 1944, conceraing the establishnent of the Yar Refuges
ard.

The Board spprecistau your cooperation in making this
snformation available, and the somnents and sugzgestions enbodied
in your diepateh, and ite enclosurse, are being carefully studied,

Yory truly yours,

(Signed) J. W. Pehle

J. ¥, Pehle
Exstutive Dirsctor

'4
My, Lewis Olark,
First Senretnry of Enbawsy,
Unised Boutue Mabasey,
GAtoun, Capndh,.
jeatuons
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NOTES_ON REFUGEE SITUATION IN C !

The follewing remarks are baseg’on a gories of visits to
Canade over the past ten years. Most of these visits were soclal
and the intelligence on the refuges situation was gathered quite
incidentally. The principal sources of information are Mr, Benjamin
Robinscn, for many yeers president of JIAS (the uncle of the writer);
hie wife, who has been active in activities in bebalf of refugees;
Mr. Michael Garber, amctive in the Zionist movement in Cangda; Mr. Seul
Hayes, the leading professiomal in the field of refugee woark; and
refugees residing in Canada.

1. The Jewish population of Canads totals approximately
151,000, The total population of Canade is 11 million, The Jewish
group is concentrated largely in Montreal and Toronto, Although the
Jewish commnity is much less well-orgenized for refuges work and for
fund-raising then is the Unlted States comunity, their contributions
have been impressive, . :

2, One peculiarly Canadian factor is the importance. of the
Frenoh=Canadian attitude in influencing Dominion policy, In the
Province of Quebso, for exsmple, 60% of the population ls French=
Canadian and Oathelic. Their views on refugees and Jews sre quite
hostile, One result is that the Dominion Government move carefully
in handling the refugee problem,

3, The existing Censdian immigration laws appar ntly permit
congiderable discreticn te the administrative officials. . In geneoral,
preference in entry has been granted to refugees with monoy and to
refugess who promise to make good farmorse. Artificial efforts to
broaden the definition of ™farmers" have not been succesgful. There
has been considerable immigration under these two provisions. Flgures
on:the money brought to Canada hy refugees are quite staggering. One-
New York newspaper carried an account that estimated the total at
many millions, The success of the farmers is not: clears .

4oy The most -dramato and heart-breaking experls that

Canadsi hae had with refugdes cocurred in:1940 when the United Kingdom
_ Governmient. sent _over. to Ganade :4,000: male: Meneny. aliens! wlo had: been
interned ‘in Britain shertly after Dunidrk, Inoluded were German and
Austrian boys atisniing Oxfard and Cambridge who were approhonded in
the panlc that se: :Britain dn the darkeat .days of the. war, L A great.
deal. of ‘acrimony. arose. g of thede:men, : a8
- wil +to have th eased

United States wheré the parents of;
‘gent a representative over to:iry to
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to release them, but the Canadian Govermment took a stubborn -
fiegative attitude, with the restlt that it conbtinued to regard

the boys as prisomers and at first refused to release them at all.
Privete American agencies entered the picture by trying %o have a
release effected so that the boys could enter this country, Various
patriotic orgenizations in this country cbjected to our accepting
fprisoners". The British representative spent many months in
Canada trying to straighten the matter cut, but his mission proved
40 be a failure, After many representations to the proper Dominion
authorities, it wae decided to release some boys to continue their
education providing Canadians were willing to furnish them room
and board end pay for their education and guarantee their good-
confuct, I met a mmber of boys who were living with relatives of
mine while they were studying at MoGill University at Montreal.
They ere an impressive lot, Some other boys received training at
camp by Canadian ORT and were graduslly released for employment

in essential industry,

Latest reports indicate that all but 900 of these men
have left Canada, and that the 900 remaining have béen "unconditionally
released®, Many of these have relatives in the United-States, and
the Canadian Govermment now wonders whether the United States would
bo interestéd in receiving them as imuigrants. This problem is hardly
one of direct concern to the. War Refugee. Board, tut I em unofficially
calling it to the attention of one of the private agemcles.

5, In the fall of 1942 when the United States offered to
accept 5,000 children fram France, Canada agreed to.take 1,000.
Mr, Hoyes actually visited the Jewish commmitles all over Canada
in'an effort to find homes for the children, There 18 no doubt that
funds would have been available to cars far these children, Prime
Minioter King has recently renewed this offer and we are suggesting
that, a8 48 being dane by the United States, Ganadian visas be
granted now to enable the children to enter Switserland for the duration.

6o The latost-lmomn group of immigrants to Camada consists
of 300, due in Philedelphia fram Lisben on the 6th of April, Half of
these are destined for Toronto and half for Montresle In view.of
Cenadats willingness to reopen immigration aetivity. in Lisbon, there
is some ground for optimism that entrance of othexr groups w ba

'enowraged."- »

: Te {'.l:he sdministration of Canadats ismigration policy has been
- quite uneven, - A niew adninistratar has recently been appointed and 1t
is hard-to:tell just what his gttituds’ vié}goin}g:f.b bes:. Anide. from the -

©d
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French-Canadian group, the population hes in it elements that are
quite sympathetic, &

Hotes These views are impressions and not intended as preclse,
documentary data.

A.A.
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feavd
UniTEI? STATE

Ottawa{ April 7, 1944,
No., 928
X

Subject: Rescue and Relief of Zuropean Refugees.

The Honorable £
The Secretsry of State,
Washington, D. C.

Sips

I have the honor to refer to the Department's
3 olreoular Alrgrams of January 26, 1944, 7:00 p. m.,
Z and ZFebruary 29, 1944, 7:30 p. m., and to the
Emb%isy's Airgram No, A-9 dated March 11, 3:00 p. m.,
d*its despatoh No. 835 dated March 18, 1944, with

- regard to the rescue and relief of Zurcpean refugees,
5 The Canadian Minister of Mines and Resources,

@< 1,7A. Crerar,’ Informed the House of Commons on

gf7 March 30th that a party of 256 war refugees, which

- hegh escaped to Spain and Portugal, was on its way
to“Canada. During the discussion, the Prime Minlster
sald he expected to make a full statement on the
refugee situation later in the session. .

According to the Ottawa Journal of April 7 the
party of refugees referred to already has arrived in
Philadelphia on 1ts way to Canada,

>Respeotrully yours,

L

ne cupy of the Ray Atherton.
orl

o
alnal algned by,

Copy to Mr. Parsons, European Affairs.

710/711
. JEH$me J
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Nttawe, Yaveh 18, 1944,

Zesous and Reliaf of Burvopean Refugees.

to the Lspartasnt's cireuiar
, 7 pam , with regard to the
Jenusxy 22, 1944 establishing
cersrea is also made to the Depert-
or alvgrsim deted February 29, 1944, 7430 pebsy,
. %o bhe Pmbaseris a arw Ho, A-9 dated HMarch 11, 3100 p =

ing upon ths Department's ingtructions, the Embassy -
te, No. 26, dated Fehruary 13, 1944, to thé Cenadian
of Stete for External Affeirs outlining the positicn
%ap i conmection wlth the
Pae il phi of ald to the v c/'/. 3 ax raasion, and ssking
5o be inforned of the stiii of thes vunedisn Government.
There has now been received from the Secretary of State for
Txternal Affaire a note, No. 28, dated March 11, 1944, ocopy of
entoh is mttached, drawing attertion to a statonent made by the
Prime Minister in the House of Commons on July ¢, 1943, copy of
which is enclosed, reviewing the steps the Canadisn Govermmeut
has taken up to now to asslet refugees frem Ewropean countries,
and Tequesting that consideration be given Ly the Government of’
the United States to allowing the entry from Paneda of certaln
refugees who were sent to this comntry from the United Kingdom
in 1940 to be interned,

CCy Ghauncey, Abighexgon, Akein, Bernstein, Cd¢hn, DuBols, Friedman,
Gaston, Hodel, Leughlin, Lesaqy - Tuxford, Menn, Maxka, MoCormaock ,
tiurphy, Pabl, Pollak, Rains), Smith, Standioh, Stovart, He D. White,
Pohlé ;. Savrgoy, Mannon, Weinstelin, Filed -~ .. .~ . :
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Ley on July 2,

Parpons, Euwopsan Affairs.




Bnelesure Hoo 1L %0 despatch
No. £35 of Harch 18, 1944 from
the Tegaiion at Ovbasa.

%,

 DEPARTMENT OF

EATTHHAL AFPATRD
CANADA

Ottewa, Mareh Jlvh, 1944

Bo ; £

7 \
Intergovernmental Cemultiue &
soken Loy refuges asslatancs.

In reply to your final pevegraph conoarning tha ir:\\‘.igtuda
of - the CansdianGovernment, ndy T refer yon $o.thetstatduent -
uzde by the Prinme Minleter in-the 'Mouse of Commong o Vuly 9th:
of lest yoar?  In that statement -the Prlio Minlster-otitlined
the measures whioh wore bolng: taken Ly ‘tha Onnadian Governmsnt
b0 help relieve refugses from:Neel agpresslon. During the lasé
4on years & good many refwgsas from poldtdeal, religious-and
racial-perssoution have fouhd asylum in Canades’ Oor vaoords,
iike: $hose of the Unifed: Status, dé-notiidentify "rofugees® ns
© giseparate alass of entrant.. ¥any of bhose: aduitlied Lo
‘permanent -gobtlendnt: dweing: this. period could prodably-ba .. .
oragarded: a8 refugees, oud ‘thie ds probably truo of 'a’ muoh” higher
\ proportion of persons: pranted’"temporary adulssion' dubing: the o
Lvnr years.: T Yn - ths: stetenant aligady ‘edtad; the Frime  Minlgter -
gatd thet, while 1t wan obvionply lrpéssible £or- the: Govermients N
0. give’ 4 goneral undertalilig that.all persen ho had:been: }
. pranted tenporary sdnlagion: would bacsnabled to.-slay in-Canada:
& aftor the war,-rovertholess; individiual. applivations: fop:prymission .
4o vonain wonld: ba. givon: sy madd Pher = -
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Yekah in Oqtohm* of If;mﬁ ws;{' ylien tha Omm&i{m Qovorment reopaned
JAR) 1umtlgmtlon yi‘fi\.e in Lisbon in order, to: facilitate the
{zayance of visss 1o rafuges fanilise in’ pam and Pouuga} who

o might m_'m %o p‘ oaeen 0. this counbryy

R & 1 ‘addition to fasilitating the admission 4o Canade. of
rofugee femilies who ere able to leave Burope, tha Cenadian
et ﬂas m‘,m t'le, :Mue'aﬁd 1ty offer o acdept up te 1,000
g we ¢ 4f-they can be gob oub.
2 gpgentially the seume as
by your Dovernment to
ruammin'\ of the faet
@ up to the age of
1 Shtates- thgw wnath

A Shixd group of Fefugsen i aloh th%a uonn’om hus RN an
Interogted 1s wade up of persons who ware fnberned . dn tha
United Kligden in the sumner.of 19407 at th ime what the -
irminent danger of G(oyman invasd oh uozspalled' ‘the Urdted King-.
dom Govervment to intern all male ensmy-aliens, within certain
age groups, who happened %o ba residing: A0 certain preseribed-
aresa in the Undted Kingdom, Over 4,000 of these were.bravght.
o Ounade wndor & sper'ial arranvement with the Unlted Kingdom
Goverrment. - The records:and eradontials. of all wore ‘examingd: "
with great care and the hajority have long. sinas. been released S
-0f ‘thope releaaeu, somo have reburnsd ho-fthe United Kingdom: and .
some hEve . gone eleswhere; but over 900 rems.in An Canada, ' 8inee
Deocsmber- 10th; 1943, thesb 900 -have.besn ath complete lite 'y
Anthis: ﬁoxuxtry ard pre- under.mo: rest:‘wtions arieibg
ey are vefugess or ware &t ono timey a8
terned, They axe, of dourse;: subject -
ions which o.pply to alli. enamy a.liens in

_sympa*(hiaa of tha e sfugeen ax‘ : :
< inptances: they ‘are: abuolved ByoH of'%he requirems'
Lo the: Royal Gtmadian Mowited Poltce, exaoph. ‘at very €
Qovsruueit, 18 aware,. from pravioua Qory e
’ ls.t‘\.va »"-
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A, Robsrison

Sep T Souravany ol State Lo
: Exrevnal Affalirs,

Shateg Anbasnador o Canede,
4 Stalen :
Obttewm




o, &
Ho, 835 of Marah I
the Embagsy at Otl

Statenent of Prime Miniaster in Houss :
of Commons .on July 9, 1943,

o immen et v e AT SO

. 1 ghel) now mske s statemont on the pslicgr of the govern-
went with respect to refugees from Europs. Only the mosd
2elloug could coutemplate with indifferencs the situstion of
most of thoze wifortunstes who, sinse Hitlexla assunption of
power , have bean “driven frow thaiy homes. -Ampng ~then avse o
T Pound membors of nearly wroxy vatlonality and evsed undey
the pun_  'Vhey Lave been veabbéred ez’ and.wide.. Host of thew,
howeves, including dhose whose suifevinge ‘are proabest, ave. .
. sbi1l containsd within the ring of “territerdes held by $hy axis
nemics. For them, sxcepf porhaps Fforl a- bdny nuwber whosmay
by subbsrfuge or vlealth oross the exls-held frontiers bo
neighborihg noutral countiles, the only‘escaps {rom paragantion
Tliag in the vigbory of ‘the aymies of the united matloss,.> *

Tnalde German dominated Burope terrible things are happening
Tub the inak hag fallen om thé backes of the Jows mors heavily
than on-ehy othex group or racs, lasi Degember ;. the allied
governuents in London, in conjunction with the United Kingden
and -¢he United Statos, imsued & dselerebion denoyneing the yuthe
loos. Ghbman polivy of estermination of the Jawish people undey
theix. dontrol and promising retribution. ‘The -government, of'
Canads vas glad inmediately e assooiate itedlf with this
dedlaxation.  There is, unfortunately, ahundent evidenge that
there bas boen ne chenge during the -lest six menths. -Indead,
in easterh Euvope sspecially, the: signs eve thet- the, treatuent
i of the Jows bas grown evén more plidleas, and Jowa from the
L western Buropean . territories undo¥ Gorman gontrol have been
“moved: esstinvds to share the Xate thque from central and

epatert. Burops.

© . Therp 1s rothing thet the allied governiventa son do to

save these hapleds psople except to win the vy as quickly and
“an complotely ‘op; posaible, Thay. cannob by vemoved: fron axls

tovritovy,” BLLorts to nid thomy even 1f ald v foamiblay: -

L yewld pRolong. th ohy 15 thede efforts werse.bo prelong the .
T vt LY wag agreed,‘ab the Tecent Bormuds qd‘nfe_fénc'eibetyegn‘_‘
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officials of the governmonts § the United States and the United
Kingdom, that no negotistions could be undertaken with Hitler,
gince his entive record has left no doubt that he would only
agree to euch golutions as would be of direct aid to the axie
enr aims, Tt wae also agrood that, nothing could be recormsnded
that would interfere or dolay the war offort of the united
nabions. -

This Bermuds conference, howsver, has made a number
of recommendations for the purposs of aselsting those refugees
‘who bave already managed to penetrate through the axis ring to
nentral countyies. While victory alone ean reach the central
core of the refugee problem, it is not by any means beyond the
power of the united nations to-aid those who have escaped bub
have not yet found & safe- asylun unbil pesce is rostored. I
cannot give the house datalls oither of the number of rafugees
in verlous neutral and allied torritories or of the proposals =
npw accepted by the governments of the United States dnd: the
United Kingdon = which were reconmended by the Bermida sonfer-
ence, The delegations agreed that the details of their :
deliberations must be regarded ag confidentiael 8o long es.a
knowledge of. their reaommendations would bve of aid or gonfort
to our onemies or might adversely affect the refugees whom all
are trylng 4o aid, The universal problem of shipping was also
recognized &b the gonference ag of the utmost urgency and 1t
wag agreed there that any plan that losked Lo the diverting of
allied shipping from the wax offort; to remove or CArS for -
pefugess , would present conslderations of a military charaoter
which would disclose almost ipsuperable dirfioulties. ’




CONSILATETBENERAL |

Ganaday ;'um;h'}l'l A8k

N

SERIEGT: . War Refugee Board..

THH%}{GKQR&.@LELE A -
7 i SORREKRRDOSETEE,
StRy \

. T have the honor to refer to the Dépirtment's circular
airgram dated Jenuary 26, 194k, to the Embagsy. at Ottawa,
concerning. the establishment of a War Refugee Board for -the
relief of the Jews.ln Euroie and other victims of enemy- )
persecution, and to state hat inasmuch as Lmigretionpolicies
and-controls are under the Dominion Central Government.the -
Consulate General is in-a position to report only: on certain:
-1ocal aspects of the matter. T N

The Jewish Immigrant- Aid Society 1s-the only large society
‘pepresented at Toronto general],yzintereqtsd.in__as‘aist,ingidews} /
_who desire to migrats to Canada... The ‘head office of this - ...

jorganization in Canada is at Mohtreals - Z:Vﬂiilé»'nc':i‘spéciﬂc.};ca!esi‘ :
“ofidiscrimination againat Jews-in:the' matter: of imi'g‘:‘at,_io' have. .-

" been brought to the-attention of the Consulate: Generaly .the i .-

local vepresentative of the. Jowish Immigvant Aid Socliety, with:

whom this. office has had ‘a lengthy conference;. left. the: impression. .
.+ i'that;, in his opinlon, Canadian restrictive. immigration policy was.: .
7 move rigidly ‘enforted. in the cases of persons.of Jewisgh:extradtion ..
than in. the case of any other known ‘rége that cén: be admitted: into ¢

_this Dominior, :He also, intimated that his hesd offlce at Montreal ' .

" ‘Dominion ‘for-purel “technical reasons’or \ﬂthkjﬁt a reasonable
" “explanation’of: the yedson for the refusalsc: In support of his.

“gontention, :this pepresentative of the “Jewish: Tnmigrant Ald::

“1% could supply-case hstories of Jews vefused admission: into the

Soclety provided the Consulate Gerieral’ with the following exgerph i o

‘gromi-Professor Watson Aocuse"!, which,
‘sungup dn a nut shol +6Ima Jowlsh ro

. of-recelving a "permitt: .




-gxaming some of these officeial barriers which have
to be erdssed before any immigrants or refugees-¢an
_enter Canada, We rieed to study’ this to learn how
hard .18 ‘the way of the refugee, = -~ - T

. In the rirst place, be it noted that, since World
War 1, the declared-purpose of Cangda's immigration
legislation has been not to admit immigrants “(which
specified exceptions) -but to exclude (with specified
exceptions). Following:closely:the trénds of American
policy, this tkeep out! attitude slso reflects the
mood of nationalistic-restriction. and fear which
pervaded the whole Western. world incfeasingly in the
period between the two¥groat wars.” ; :

“Ganada's Racial Principléé

Secondly, Canada's Lmigration policy is admittedly
based upon 'racial principles' - exactly those racial
principles expressed most slaborately and: emphatically .
in Nazism! The 1941 Report of the immigration Brinch
admits: 'Canada, in accordance with a generally accepted
practice, places greater emphasis upon race and upon
citizenship.' The Adrinistrative Regulations of the
Immigration Branch: refer to three groups .of non-British
Buropean immigrants. The first-is the tPreferred Group'
which includes cibizens of - Teeland, Denmark,. Sweden,
Norway, Finland,. Germany, France, “Holland,” Belgium,
Luxembourg and Switzerland, = This is obviocusly the good

 tNordic Group', thou hiFinns seem to: have erept.in by
mistake. ‘They.have the same-freedom from ‘imigration
restrictions as British subjects,. except that they do not
benefit from -specisl ‘arrangements with: the transportation -

companies by which passenger fares<are reduceds

- The second Non=preferred: Group!: includes;eitizens.
of Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Polandy -
Ruminia, Lithuania, Latvia and Esthonia, ' Of that group: . -
only farmers, ‘Parm=1aborers, ‘domestic. servants aid the
_ immediate relatives £ persons. already. resident dn'
Canada may. be -admitted T e

Thé third g»réup' 'has"j{ofn'a‘n‘xe but ia\oints a finger ‘of

‘special disapproval at ‘a1l immigrants from Greece,: Italy,

. Bulgaria, Armenia, Syria. and Turkey and all-‘Jews, no- .

. ‘matter, what theircitizenship, “excopt those’ born within
“the British Empire. ,'lfheée-zp.;ny:ndt“beja,dmu;»ted at all, .o
“except’ by, speclal: pe emit (which may ox may not -be granted‘)
oy each individual ‘tase b “the Immigration Branch,: The = .-
i oxamination &€ this clause: above ‘glves:striking. insight 0
:“ihto’ the weird mysteries’of the official.mind, -One of. - "~
;ourt Axd “enetiles;, " you will note:belongs: to the ‘'Preferred. .. ..

roup!; the other,. gene ally sonsidered:.the less dangerous,: .

o least ¥ joryl .Then, again one of the ' " -
\stanse
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- -Discrimination against:Jews is there openly in
these” same regulations. ~From the non=preferred .
- countries such as Poland and Lithuania-a distinction -
--ig made ‘between Jewish and -non—Jewish applicants,
Jewish applicants automatically drop out of the mon=
- preferred category into the-Vspecial periilt! groups,

.. - Another -interesting clauge_(added in 1910.in P.C. ~
920, renewed in 191k 83 P.C,"23) prohibits the entry
into Canada ‘of immigrants who do not come:to Canada

- by -'continuous unbroken journey from their.country of
birth or' citizenship!. You may wonder-why a man should"
become undesirable for admffssion to Canada just because
he stopped off to visit .his: brother for a month at some
intermediate point on the way.--You may well wonderl

The origin of ‘that regulation is of great iNterest
in a study. of the bureaucratic mind. The Domini
Government of that day wanted to discourage:- bhe influx
of natives of British India into the province of British
Columbia, without putting on the statute books a law
operily prohibiting the entry of citizens of another
part of the Bpitish Empire,  There waa no direct - -
steamship line from India to Canada so that the ‘'unbroke

“journey' requirement -became. a clever (or was. it
hypooritical?) means of excluding Hindus:without actually
declaring that intentlon. The regulation’still: stands
and is now one of -the effeftive barriers.of the entry
of thousands of .refugees, -How many refugees can come
from their country of birth or citizenship to Canada in
one unbroken -journey? - Most:of:them have :1ived 1ives of -
exceodingly broken. journeys,:sometimés: fo; ral;
noi, : R

The only pogsible ‘évaluation of Canada's immigration.
regulations is to say that. they: are a mass:of -eontradictions
and ‘évasiveness, reactionary in theory.and Anfuman dn
‘practice,. . They are understandable:in light of the: . :
ignorances and. fears-of the. past,  They are utterly: o
" inappropriate to" the emergencles’of the’ prasent. and- utterly
%@t varlance with the best interests of Canada'sfubure, R
The best thing about the:Act is alse one of ‘its-most -

. dangerously undemogratic festures, - There ars:.clauses.
. whioch give the officials of the Immigration’ Branch-the.
right through Order in Council tovdispense with'any -

_inconvenkent  'latter of. the law's ' Section 82 provides.
“that: 1The Governor-in-Couneil may, ‘on- the recomuendation

0P the - Mintater, make such orders ‘and Fegulations, not «ion iy o

. “‘4riconsistent with this Act, ds are considered ngcessary’’
S op expedient: for enforeing ‘the ‘provisions ofithis Aety . ..
ru ‘and meaning: he;goﬂ",-, And: "

- The-Gonsulate. General: has

-bonsu A 5. reques :
 Jewish Immigrant Ald Society here. to keep




e

informed of developments in’ regard to Jewish immigration in
order that this office may be in a position to render ‘'that
orgam.za.t.lon all possible. assistance.

‘Respectully youré,— '

tay

North Winship .
%, American Consul General

File 800/811,11
RWH:CTE: SB.

To the Department in single copy..
Copy to the Embassy. - )
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-AIRGRAM
1%
Ottawa
Dated March 11, 194

Rec'd 10 a.m., l4th

Secretary of State, -
v “TERARTIERT UF STATE
Washington. NVISION OF
N‘;\R 1 5 1244
AN

A=9, March 11, 3:00 p.m. ‘NJ.\(QhUh
X it iAo
Reference Department's Circular Alrgram dated
February 29, 1944, 7:30 pem,

Embassy is advised informally by Departméht of

External Affiars that a statemsnt will be made in the

. HouseJBf Commons on the entlre refugee'quegtion,
probably within the next six weeks. It h&s not yes
been decided whether the statment will beé made by the
Prime Minister or by the Minister of Mines and Res=

sources.

|
- JEH smmd §




FEB 19 1944

5’%“.
Dear Mr. Tremblay:

Thank you for your letter of rebruary u,
7 1941., onclosing oop&en of Mr. (rerar's statement re-
_garding the Gavadian Government's: oy on refugaes.
| 1 stngerely appreotate your interest and I
Look foiwgrd to further diwoussions on this mabter,

AB1gnag) 9. ¥, Pamra

' + Jo W Panle’ ;
Asting Bileyutive mnotor

M. Paul Tx'eamy,

Third Beorstary,

Canadian Enbansy,’

2480 16th S&!‘eet, N-WO. ’
on, D Cs 7
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ottawa, February 11, 1944.

Dear Mr. Pehle, - .
With reference to oﬁr conversation

the other day, I am enclosing hersewith two coples of

a statement made by the Minister of Mines’ and Resources,

The Hon. T,A. Crerar regarding the Government's polilcy

on-refugees, which you mayﬁfind of some interest.

Yours sincerely,

John W. Pshle, Eaq.,
Room 288 1/2,
Mein Treasury Bullding,
Washington, P.C.




The Prime Minister on July 9th made in the House of

Commons a. general statement of Government policy on refugees

" and reviewed the stéps already teken and those contemplated by the

760vérnﬁent as their contrlbution to the relief of these unhappy
victims of Nazi persgcution. I am now able to make publiq further
dctions taken by the Government in this connection.

One of the main conclusions readhed at the meeting
held last spring in Bermuda between representatives of the
United Kingdom and the United States was that concerted international
action was essential since the refugee problem could only be solved by
co-operative effort. This meeting proposed that the Iﬁtergovernmehtal
Committee on Reflgees should be re-organized so as to extend its
powers and its membership. Detailed préposals were later submitted
by the Executive Committee of the Intergovernmental Committes %o
49 Governments and these proposals were at once ‘accepted by tls
Government of Canada.

Their principal effect 1s - B

(1) to expand the membership of the Committee (hitherto limited
mainly to countries of the American continents and western
Rurope) sa as td include all countries other than the enemy
powers;

to extend the activitles of the Committee {(previously
restricted to refugees from Germeny and Austria) so as to
include as far as practicable all persons wherever bthey may be,
who, as a result of events in Burope, have had or wmay have

“to leave thelr countries of residence becausse of the danger
to:thelr lives or libertises because of thelr race, or religion
or political beliefs;

to ;empower. the Committee to undertake negotiations with

neupral or allled states and private organizations for the
preservation, maintenance and transport of refugses and to
rgceive and spend private and public fgnds,fpr,ﬁl"e‘purpéses;ﬂ

‘ %o.invite in due "course all member governments to -contribute
‘te" the:coat of ‘the. malntenance and trensport of .refigees. - :
“(hitherto Member states have provided only;administrative...
oxpenses -and other costs have been. met: yom: private gourced);

"“bo avrange thab the United Nations Rellef 4nd’ Rehabllitation
ation should, if possible agsums responsiblliby.. - -~
' dn any.areas in whioh 1 ey b operatings. R




1t is to be hoped that these proposals will-be accepted

by all the Governments concerned and that there will thus be
esﬁablished an effectivé method of securing continuous international
cboperation and'financial support for the maintenance and
transportation of.the refugees who are already outside enemy
territory or may succeed in escapling to neutral or-allied countries.

The anad1an~Government has %}so qndertaken to institute
at once on its own behalf certain furthér measures for the rellef
of refugees. A sgbstantial number of refugees who have not 7
succesded in finding a place of abode for the duration of the war
are in Spailn and Portugal and their placenient is one
of the urgent aspects of the problem. It has been decided to
authorize s further movement of refugees from this area to Canada
and to facilitate this movement the Tmmigration Branch of the
Department of Mines and Resources is reQOpening its office in
Tisbon. An Immigration officlal is now at Lisbon for thils purpose
and to issue the necessary visas,

Sympathetlc consideration 1s also being Blven by the
Canadian Government to persons of enemy nationality who - having
been interned in the United Kingdom were brought to Canada under
special arrangements in 1940, wnilst some of t hese were dangerous
the majority were found to be refugees from enemy persecution,
Some Yiave been allowed to return to the United Kingdom and most of
those remaining have been temporarily released in Canada for employ-
ment. The need for thorough investigation to determine byond
doubt the political sympathies of those so released necessitated
certain restrictions which, whilst not ‘limiting thair capag;ty to.
perform useful servi.ce 1n Canada , made élose'surveillance possible,
These restricbions are now under review and may be relaxed .

1n“the~nearjfuturq,‘




CONTROL LOPY triom Gt L oy e
CW}

February 15, 1944.

Memorandum of Conversation

Subject 3 War Refugees.

Partioipants- ‘Mr. Re Ao Go Roberteon, Department
of External Affairs'

Mr. Horner./

Coples to:
T called upon Mr. Robertson this morning and deliv-
ered the Embassy's Note No. 96 of February 11, 1944,
concerning the establishment of a War Refugee Board.
Mr. Robertson took over the handling of refugee only
gbout 10 days ago. '
¥Mr. Robertson sald that in 1940 approximately 4,000
refugees were admltted to Canada from the Unlted King-
dom, many of these being classified as ’dangerous.‘ About
1,000 of these have s:lnce left Camada ‘and about. 2,000
ape interned here, leaving only approximately $00 who
are abt Liberty in Canada. Only a trickle: of refugees
reached this country in 1941 and 1942, Last Qotober:
. caxiada sent an Immigration Agent to Iisbon with
authority to admit an initial ‘group of 200 families
. (this figure is not for publicatioh). The Agent reports
that there seemed to be put 600 or so refugees in. the

': Iberian Peninsula who desire to leave aml he thinks 1t

doubtful whether (snade will be able to £ind as many
as 200 familiee. Extemal Affalrs recently asked its

) repreaentative Ain Algiers to ascertsin the refugee 8lt-

uation there, but has not yet ‘had a report. -However,

1t
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1t is ¥r. Robertson's impression that most of the refu-

gees in North Africa have been absorbed into the British

‘Pioneer Corps, and that the refugee problenm 1s not ser-

. ious. : '

Mr. Robertson mentioned that the canadian govern-
ment, on 1ts own initiative, recently asked its High
Ccommissioner in Ireland;to obtain the views of the
Irish Govermﬁent with regard to rgfugees. Ireland, appar-
ently, 1s the only neutral country which has made no 7
effort to assist in taking refugees. I asked Mr. Robert-~
gon whether, in view of the repox;ted shortage of food in
Ireland, 1t might not be necessary, in the event Ireland
agreed to take some refugees, that foodstuffs be shipped
there from North Americsa. He agreed that it probably
would be necessary, but sald that‘the canadian High Com-
missioner in Dublin hed not been instructed to meke any
offer. .Incidentally, ¥r. Robertson sald that Cenads
very recently renewed 1ts offer to the Inter-Governmen-

_ tal Comnmittee to take 1,000 Jewish children from Europé.
' External Affairs will reply to our note in the near
future, but probably will not be able to add anything of
importance to what JMr. Robertson has told me. Generally,
1t would appear that Canada }s fully cooperating with

regard to refugees.




