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CROSS REFERENCE ON GKX)PERAIION. WITH. OTHER. GOVERNMENTS:
UNITED NATIONS: (FRENCH NORTH AFRIC!

Amendment to this License

Extension of this.License

Renewal of this License . .

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify) -

1 MATERIAL RE LISTS OF IMMIGRANTS WHO HAVE EXPRESSED ‘A DESIRE TO GO
TO FRENCH NORTH AFRICA, ARE REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN SENT TQ MEXICO CITY,
THROUGH U.S. STATE DEP'T CHANNELS AND ARE NOW BEING CONSIDERED BY THE

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT

2 FOR DETAILED ACCOUNT OF EVACUATIONS NOW IN PROCESS OF REFUGEES
FROM SPAIN TO CAMP LYAUTEY NEAR FEDRALA

1 PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES '3 PERMANENT
RESETTLEMENT

"IN OTHER COUNTRIES
(MEXICO)

2 PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO ‘RELIEF  AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION
TO AND THROUGH SPAIN (AND PORTUGAL)

(EVACUATIONS FROM SPAIN TO LYAUTEY)




UNlTiD STATES POLITICAL ADV!SEﬁ
' ALLIED FORCE" HEADQUARTERS }

;Subjegt: Accomodation and Maingenénce‘of Refugees
in French North Africa.

%
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e \»UhE?“’“
The Honorable . ““& N 49 N

i 14
The Seoretary of State, - K i J"ﬂaﬂ

2,
: \Fp
Washington., - ART%[Ntiffﬁgk/

o

I have the honor to trensmit as of possible
interest to the Department a copy of & iéttpr
addressed to General Bethouart, Chief‘of staff of
Nmtional Dafense of the French Commlttee of National
Liberation, -by Lt. General Gammell, Chief of Staff,
AFHQ, with regard to the accomodatiqq and maintenance

of refugees in French North Africa.

‘Respectfully yours,

/réf}—lk < L /' {0 (,.;_(_17(,, 'C...'}%f 7
“Robert D, Murphy..
American Ambagsador,
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- _ERCIOSURE Mq. 1 TO DESPATCE No, 568 FROM, ROBERT ‘MURPHY ON.:THE
1, SUBJEQT AQGOMODATION AND MAINIENANCE OF REFUCEES IN FRENCH -
" NORTH AFRICA. IR i T R T '

.
'

i

© 12 Jund 1944

Sy

. General Bpthouart
- Chief of -Btaff of National Defonse

" My dear General Bothouard:

. L wish to draw-to your éttontion a problem which, in the-
opinion of the Supromo Allied Commandor, Meditcrranean: Thester, -
18 boooming ono of groatiimportance in the Mediterrancen Thoater.

Consequent upon oporations now in progress, partioularly in
tho Balkans, large numbers of innocont civilians aro being rondered -
homeless by German acts of terror and oppression. Also, due to
$he normal dislocation of war, numbers of rofugeoes, prineipally
women and ohildron, are necessarily cndeavoring to escape from the
zonea of operations. . ’

' Our forces in the Adriatic have for some time boon assisting
in tho eovacuation of rofugees from Yugoslavia: The Allied
authorities in Italy have made provision to reoceive and process
these rofugeos &and to maintain & substantial number of thom. A
large number have boen ovacuatod to tho migdle Bast where Allied
authorities aro maintaining ocamps to cere for theso unfortunates
untll they can be ropatristed. Tho facllities in both these
localitios aroc now or will shortly bo oxtonded to their ocapacity.

.- The Suprome Allied Commander, Meditorrancan Theater, is,
thorofore, proparing to use certain.of the installations and
- faecilities which dre no longer reoquired for military purposes. in
North Africa to houso and care for those refugeos until repatria-
tion. Tho jmmediate proposal is-to complete arrangoments for flhe
. sooomodation of approximately 10,000 Yugoslav refugoos in &’ samp
situated near Philippeville., Tho ocamp-will bo bporated:dby-the
"Allied military authoritics until United Nations Relief and’
.Rohabilitation Administration or othor qualifiod agoncios agsume
tho responsibdility. The supply, maintonance and administration
of tho ocamp will, of course, be thqggosppnsibility of thoae .
authorities or agencies and no otpﬁh@ituro or othor ocommitmond
in. respoot to the oamp or its adminiitration will fall-upon the
Froneh autboritios, oithor now or at any-later periovd. - :

I am asked.by theo Snpromo‘Allipq Comméridor, Mogitofraqgén
Thoater, to inform you of theose proposed”arrangomonts.and 40,
_oxpross-his oconfidont hope that, ih view of Bho urganey and th
humani térian aspoot of the problem,:thoy will’modt“thh;thoi :
approval of the Fronch military. authoritiesi: o e T

- > Sincoroly:your

.







poopies of the sineerity and sifectivensss of thie Government's
humanitarisn pol Soy . : .

Ssetion II #

The Prasident aleo indicated at his press confsrence
that existing refugee facilities in the Mediterrensan syea ars
being increased and that an effort is being made to find new
bavens of refuge for thess people in that area, Pleass refer
to the Departmentis Cable No. 1669 of May 27 and No. 1761 of
June 3 : .

In connection with your efforts to incremss vefuges
facilities in the Mediterranean ares, which te President has
sirecsed should be intensifisd, your attention is directed to
ths followings

4.  With respect to establishing havens of vefuge in
Tripelitenia and Cyrenaics, the following cabls
dated June 7 was reseivsd from Ambassador Winant
in Londont

“Heference ie made herewith to Department's eables
of March 25, No. 2292, and of April 22, No. 3243,
for the War Refugese Board.

"We have just received a lether from the Foi'e:lgn
0ffice saying that the British Government agres
to the setting up of a refugeé camp in Tripolitania.

"The letter from the Foreign Office gossm to
suggest that 1t will bo necessary to consider
what practical mesasures will ba required for the
working out of this echeme on the basis of joint
maintenance, et cetera, to be shared between the
American and British Governments,

"It has been stated orally by Reudall, head of

the Refugee Department of the Foreign Office, that
“he 1z of the opinion that this camp in Tripolitania -
will be able to accommedate botween 1,000.and . -
1,500 people. The. securing of adequates medimlk

and administrative perconnel will be the grestest
aifficulty and we invite the siggestions of the

Wiar Refugese Board with respsot-to.this-question.

It was. further confidentially atated by Rpudall. .
that the politieal’ problems involved in gotiing
up a camp in Cyrenaica sre so apute. that the
Foroign Office had veluctantly: come™to' thedone.
olusion that- tahideh o' canpithere Ls-gbsolutely




B With tespect te noving Jewish vefugees frem Southern .
. Ltaly:to Palestine, the following esble dated June '
77 was recelved from Ambassss or.Wiveat in Longony

#lhe considerations get. forth in Deparipentis
cable” dated June 3, Noo. 4413, oongerning vemoval

of yefugess fiom Southern Italy, have besn dis-
cussed in detail by the Embaday with. the Foreiga
0ffice, The héad of the refugee department of -the
Foreign Office; Redall, was very sympatheiic and
‘remarkéd that there woild:be ‘no fundamental -ebjection
on the part of tho British Govornwent to facilitating
the entrance of JeWs now in Southern-Ttaly to
Pelestine; suggesied in Departmonttsdablo, It

swag pofnted -out by himy hoyever, that the:

facilitiqe in Palestine;: for theressption of auch
refugess weyre not.unlimited end that 1t 'had:been

the British Govornment's: policy e S
the .entiy pr
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tuae. all
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aive L&}ﬂza w8
Site sqym’tf&vu\,e,
sovntrley and emon\f torTit Oy

Please keep the Department and “the '{"ax B, :E’ngea
Bosrd fally informed concerning the edt inn which'
you are tn}dng in srranging for the depariure, of
tae 1,000 vefgsens in southern Italy and of the
steps whish you ave télking to incremw the
refugoe i‘acil!.ti 3 in $he Hedlterranean axea.

Tov Kixk's abiention tho Povegolng 4& vepested to
Haplon . : ’

THIS IS WRB ALGIERS CABLE NO, _22. ..
HULY,
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KOC-62 : Algieds

This telegram must bs ’ :

paraphrased before baing Dated April 14, 1944
communicatsd to anyone :

other than a Govornmg&al Ree'd 73105 a.m.y 15%h.

shsncy. (BB)
Sacretary of State
Washington

1244, April 14, 6 p.m., (SECTION ONE)

FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM ACKERMAN

War Refuges representative No. 13.

Survay of dimemination of Fresident's statement
reofersnce Wer Refugee Boaxd No, 1 dated March 25,
Press carried statement in various forms for one week.
Loocal persona of prowinsnce made statements. Wh:l;;e this
inocluded no French offiodals, Bonnet, 'Oom;asam of
Information, assisted in press disaom;nation. United
Nations 1edio Algis-s repeatcd astatonent or sxcerpts
for about, one week In rqur languages. o report received
yot from OWI in Italy. Two batches of olipp:lng.n and
statements already sent by mail, ;

+ SHARIN

BB .
Miss Ohmmoey (for tha Seo'y) Abrahamson, Akziu, Bernsteinp Qohn,

: DuBo:ls, h:ledman, Gnston, ‘Hodel; Lsughlin, Lesser, Iaxford, Mann,
Hay] ] Pehlgﬂiﬁu;jki l_h:lns, Sargoy, Smith,
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RFQ-217 Algisra

This telegram mst bs .

paraphraaed before being Dated April 15, 1944
communicated to anyone

other than a Government Rec'd 5:11 p.m,
agency (BR)

Secratary of State,

¥ashington .-

1244, April 15, 6 p.n., (SECTION TWO).

A thind batch will leavs today. In addition
algiere radio relays ORY bresdeaste fyom Londoa apd
Hew York which probsbly included this material. KNo
rocord avaiiable of amsunt of use of statement therein.

Sootion Two, 9ince April 1 Algiers radio has
used @saiewes  Lrire in connaction with nawé broad-~
cnsts, Directive of local OFI office for wesk Aprn 10
states that 1t should be used in commection withetorios
on vesistance and atrecities, It is quegtionable whewnsr
this dirsotive will result in much further use of state-
nent.

Section three. Aa you want story kept alive,
suggeot you ask OWI to Inolude statenent in broadcasts
whioh are to be relayed by local station. It will help
1f OWI, Vmohington, gives further 1ns§xuotiana on sub-
jeot to ite Algiera represantativen.

(RMD OF MESGAGE) .-

. cmm

Hies Chaumosy (for-tie Beo'y) Abrahmsony Aklin, Bernatnins Oo!m, .
DuBoig; Fiiedman, Gaston, Hodel,: hlin,
Mannon, ‘Mavks, locomok%el’aul. Pohh"',;

Standiah, Stemart, Woins

m, B. Db
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This telegram must be Algiers

paraphrased before bsing

comrunicated to anyone Dated March 28, 1944
other then a Goverament & ’ .

Agenoy. (BR) Rec'd 10:04 p.m.

S8ecretary of Btate,
¥aohington
1018, March 28, 9 p.m.
FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM ACKERMANK -
Yar Refuges represontative ¥o. 5.

Prior %o rowselpt of your ssble No. 893 ¥War
Refugae Hoard Ho. 1, looal roprapontatives of OWI
alrealy had issund press yelesss and made bread-
caste. Fross release vent vis radio to OWI offioces
in Haples, Beri, ¥unis, Palermo, Bardinia and for.
ward podnts. Btory appeared cn front page of ell four
Alglers papears on Naroh {4 in Bters and 8txipes on -
Maroh 26 and in editorisl &f ovno Alglers papos on
March 27. United Nations radio at Algiers broodesnt
story in Freneh, Qermsn, Italian and English on March
34 and 26. Have conferred vith OWI and following
is future progran-

(1) Peature parts of President's meassage will
be repeated several times this waek on United Nations'
radio in four langusges.

(2) Radio France will be asked to cooperats.

(3) Prominent French officials have been asked
for statements by OWI on & news basis and in addition
will be apprbached indirectly with a view to eliciting
aome favorable comments.

(4) Further press releases will bes iesued.

(6) Preparation and dissemination of being dis~
cussed. Olippings being forwarded by air mail. Further
material will be sent as soon as availablo.

CHAPIK.
EDA

Hiss Chauncey (¥or the Secy), Abrahamson, Aksin, Bernstein, COohn, DuBots, Friedman,

daston, Hodol, laughlin, Lesser, Iuxford, Mann, Marke, HoOormack, Murhhy, Faul,
Pollek, Batne, 8mith, Bargoy. Shandish, Stewart, White, Pehle, Files ?
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THE REPRESENTATIVE o .
oF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 169

Algieks March 14, 1944.

Subject: War refugees

The Honorable

The Becretary of State,
~ Washingtom, D. O,

Sixrs

With reference to my despatoh no. 155 of March 8,
1944, and to the Departaent's airgrah of January 26
7 p.8., 1944, T bave the honor to repart that T called
agein on Mr, Massigli to disouss the possibility that
the French Government would bs willing to issue in-
struotions to its officials to implement cooperation
on behalf of the Prench Committee of Kational Liberation
with other governments for the rescus and relief of -

. refugess from Burope, ’

I also took up with him the suggestion that the
Conmissariat for Foreign Affairs might feel disposed
to issue a declaration of polioy similar to that made

by the President.

A_copy of the aide~memoire which I

left on this ocoasion is enclosed for the !?gpnrtndht's

inforsation.

cor liss 6hanncsy

~(Por the Sec'y),. Mr. Atwahamson, Mr. Aksin,

e, Bernstein, Mre, Cohin, Mr. DuBods, Mr. Frieduan,

Mr. Qeston, Mies Hodel, Miss Laughlin, ¥r. Lésser, Mr. Luxford, _

Mr. m, hﬂ-'mon’ #A.’"ﬁf&lﬁ.‘&';\ Hcﬂomok, Mr. Murphy,

Mr. Paul, Mr.

Pehle, Mr. Pollack, Mr. Reina; Mr. Sargoy,

Mr. Smith, M. Standish, Kr. Stewart, Mr, Weinstein,
W.B.D.Mh,m_ur- o .




=3 =

By, ‘!hasign premised that She Gemaivtes weuld give
ton to the matters in questden,

full censidesy
Respactfully yours,

Selden Chapin
Counselor of Embasay, In Charge

SG/ew

500

Enclosures
1. Alde-Momoire dated March 13, 1944.

Ozalid to tho Department

@X&“A‘j ST




Enclosurs no. 1 to despatch 169 of March 14, 1944, from
the Offige of the Representative of the United Statss
of America, Alglers.

=MRMO;

Reference is made to the Alds Memoire which ir,
Chapin left with His Excellency the Commissioner for
Forelgn Affairs on February 5, 1944, on the subject
of instructions issusd by the Prescident of the United
Btates to the Secrstaries of Stats, Tressury and War
to take agtion fer the rescue and relisf of the Jews
of Burcpe and other victime of enemy persecution, and
of the creation of a United States War Re/ugee Board
charged with the vesponsibility for cax'x‘}'ing out tha
announced polioy.

The 0ffice of the Representative of the United
States of America has been instructed to explain te
the appropriate French authorities that the establish-
ment of the War Refugee Board represents the United
States Government's determination effectively to carry
ocut without delay the policy to take all poseible meas~
ures for the speedy rescue and relief of the refugees
of Europe.

Although the United States Government for.its part
intends to take all possible action with 211 pessible
speed, 1t faels certain that this affort »ill not be
unilateral and it wishes to make it clear that it con-
tinusa to be its policy to encourage and participate
in effective coopsrative efforts with other governments.
As the President has stated, the Board will, of course,
cooperate fully with all interssted international o
ganigations.

¥r. Chapin has bsen instructed o asnures the Come
migsioner for Foreign Affairs of his Government's hops
for onoporative action on the part of the French Come
‘mittes of National Liberation and to explere with ths
appropriate Frenoh officials the possibility of imple-
menting such ceoperation through the issuanse by the
Committee of a dvoclaration of polioy similar to that




“2 -

pade by the President. 'In thet cemnectiom it is hoped
that the Commissariat for Foreisn Affairs may feel dis-
posed to issue instructions to its rapresentatives
abroad aimilsr to those issued hy the United States Gov~
ernment to its reprossntatives, as deceribed in the
final paragraph of Mr. Chapin's Aide Menroire of Feb-
ruary 5. .

March 13, 1944,




February 22, 1944.

On April 2, 1943, a wire was received from the Madrid Exbassy stating
that aince French North Africa is not represented in Lisbon, we mist arrange
the evacunt&on of i:rynch refugees.

On April 3, Madrid wired that plans to evaocuate French refugees from
Spain by way of Portugal have been delayed by failure of the British and
Portugusse to agree on the port of embarkation,

On May 15, the State Department wired the London Bubassy that there
are three clagses of refugees to be transported from Spain to North Afrieat
French geeking to join the War Effort in North Africa, astateless refugess,
and 1500 declared Canadians formerly of other nationalities on route to
England to join the armed forces. It is important not to seck priority for
any single group, but to keep them all moving. Soveral vessels apparently
have been used up to April 30, and if they can be kept in oparation, the
State Department feels that the emtire group of réfugees could bo moved
in 60 or 90 daya. T

On May 23, Alglers reports that the French, British, and American
groups are in accord on the refugee problem, and the British- naval command
1s seeking to insure regular service from Portugal. The French prefer to
got French refugees, but have agroed to take allded natiopals in grall
groups temporarily, Arrangement for large rumbers are baing held pending
the decision concerning the establishment of a center.

Algiors feels that in addition to the 6,000, or 7,000 rofugees in
Spain, kingm to the State Department, there are 4t Jeast 13,000 more.
Pertitips many more than that, The Uhlefs of Steff must be consulted to
got shipping for that number, . o

On January 19, 1944, the State Departwent inquired of the Madrid
Exbasgy ‘hjath:r;_mnoh refugees are being prevented from orossing Spain
to join the fighting forces in Noxth Africm. : g 5o




OFFIOB OF
THE REPRESEETATIVA
OF 7HR
UHISED STATER OF RGRICA

Algiers, Pobrnsry 22, 1944,
Ko, 122

Bubject: Refugss zistuatlon in Forth Africa

Tna Ronorekis
The Secretary of Blagp,
Vashington.
Sir:

1 have the honor to refer to the Department's circu-
lar elbgram of Jamuary 26, 19UN, regarding oreation of
a ¥ar Refuges Beard. There ie onclosed a memorandum of
Fabruary 19, 1944, prepared by Captain Paul H, Warburg,
.U.8,, attached to this Hiselon, sumarising the refuges
sitnation in Borth Africa and which it is hoped convers
in a general way the pointe raised in the Department’e
dirgran under referencs.

Upon raceipt of the airgram in question, I called
on the Oozmipaionar for foreign Affairs and explained to
him the special interest of the American Government in
the rofugee problem and particularly for action in the
imzediate resous of Jews in orome. A oopy of the alde-
memoire vhich I left on that oceasion ie aleo encloged.,

Hr. Haosigll stated that the French Committee was
only %60 glad to assooiate itself with any vork of this
high humanitarian nature and would ocooperate to the ox-
tent that thic might be possidle. At the same time he
pointed out that one of the chief prsosoupations of the
Cozmittes was in fact the problem of refugees from France
and the goneral displacesent of Frerch nationsle. He
2dded that as I kmew this prodlem wvould be a dominant one
1n French post-var re-adjustments and he made reference
partiocularly to the difficuliy of absorbing the raturn
of ¥rench prisoners, detainess and workers from Axis
comtriss. Finally, he eaid that while France wished
to cooperate wholeheartedly in the problem of i{nternati-
onal refugees, the Franch Committss wes naturally con=
strained with 1ts limited menne and facllities avallabdle
to give first attention to French nationals of any race,
oreed or color.

In ...




In the course of a wubsequend interview whish I
nad wigh ¥r. Maseigli, ve diseusaed the problem of Jew-
n refugees now in Hetropolitan Franss and with his
concUXTORGe the representative of the dewish Joint Dia
tribution Comaities has toen referred to the Ccamissarist
Refugees snd Prisoners to exsmine the possibility of
ing fmollitics of the Fremsh underground, in so far as
1ey may be svalilabls, to bring cut o number of thase
swigh rafugees from Meiropoliten Franca,

Gogen
R

ey o
&

£

R T

oy ow

Rospsetiunlly yours.

%
Walden Chapln
dransalor of Ushassy, in Chavge

Enclosuret
1. Hemorvandum dated Feb. 19, 1944,
re rafngas situation in Forth Afriea.

2.  1do memoire dated Fab. 5, 194k

8C/ev
500

Origine) and hectograph %o the Departzent




0{fiva of ihe Represaniatlive of iLhs Unitsd Siates,

2Té.

fnitad Ststse has vocently iz
& ad the Besrsiaries cf Siste, Treasury and Waer to
taks aetion for the imwadiate cus and relief of %hs
Jaws of Eurap
Y2 an exscative ordsr iss
dezlayeds

) =8 within ite power %o rescus
jmp of enemy oppressiom who are in ip-
wigent danger of Jdeath and othsrvise to afford
ueh vistims all rossible relisf and assisisnce
2onsistent with the sucessaful prosecution of
ths wer *

The order ostablishes epe:‘al govermmental machinery for
sxecuting this poliey It ereated a War Refugee Board
coneisting of the Becretaries of Stats. Treasury, and ¥ar-
The Board is charged with direct respomsibility to the
President in sceing that the announesd poliey is carrisd
out. Ths Prasidsnt indicated that v!1le he would leok
directly to the Board for the execution of thia pollsy,
the Board would coopsrate with the Intergovernmental Gom-
mittee, UNRRA, and other interested imternational organiza-
tiong. The President stated that he expected the co-
operation of all members of the United Nations and other
govermments in carrying out this difficult but.important
task. We statod that the existing facilities of the
State; Treasury and War Depariments would be employed

to furnish aid to Axis viotims to the fullest extent pos-
siblo. We stressed that it was urgent that actlion be
taken to forestall the plot of the Kasie to extermimate
the Jows apd other persecuted mimorities in Europs.

The Office of the Representative of the United States
of America in common with other representatives of the
Government of the United States stationed abroad has Desn
instructed to do sverything possible to effectuate the
above outlined poliey. It hae also been instructed to
approach the appropriate authorities of the Fronch Committee
of National Liberation to sxplain the poliey exprossed
in tho Prosident’s exeoutive order above referred
to and in requesting the cooperation of the Frenoch Com-
mittee of National Liberation to ascertain to what extent
it is propared to assist in this high humanitarian prograrc

Algiers, February 5, 1944,




Buolosure No, 1 to Despstch Ho, 122
dated Fobruary 22, 194l from Algiers

Fodruary 19, 1944
MEORANTOM

For the purposes of discussing the refugee problem in Horih
Africa one must begin ss far baok as the early part of 1939 when large
< pumbers of Spanish Republicens came acPoge the border from Spanieh
Horoeoo to get away from Prance's troops. A good number also came by
ghip to the Department of Oran and into Horooco and Tunisls. Figures
_ on these can only be ostimated, but from subsequent developments it e
belicved that there were scme three or four thousand Spanieh Hepublicans
sn Horosco; porhaps more than that number around Oran; about 1,500 or
2,000 around Alglers; and about a thousand (mostly Spanish maval pergonnol)
reached Tunisia. Besides thess it is eotimated that about 5,000 joined
%he French Foreign Legion early in 1939, It is expected that these may
s released from the Legion st the end of their five year period of en~
1igtment during the first nalf of 1944 and so will \w‘added to the
Spanigh refuges commnity in Horth Africa, unlese they re-engage in the
Legion, immigrate to Hexieo, go dack to Spain or some other disposition
ig mado of them, A good number of Spaniards also wont aoross the Pyrenees
into France about the end of the Olvil ¥ar and subsegunently managed,
tndividually or in small goups, to get to Horth Africa after the fall of
France, At the time of writing, by far the greatest part of these Bpanish
refugees have been incorporated, temporarily at least, in one way or
anothar into the economy of Forth Africa, either working for Irench industry
or for the allisd armies. In the latter case they may bo used either as
civilians or es members of the British Pioneer Corps. For the miscellancouna
rsfugses who need charitablo assiatance, there have been estadblished in
principal centers, 1. o., Algiers, Casablanca, Oran and Tunis, gmieales,
or mutual atd societies under the auspices of the Joint Commission for
Political Prisoners and Refugees in French North Africa, vhich have been
receiving funds from the United States under Treacury Licenses to help
needy Spanish refugess. :

There is also a group of stateless refugees, nost of them former
snemy nationality, the groatest part of whom ard Jevwish, It is estimated
that there are perhaps 5,000 persons in this group in all of Horth Africs.
Some of these pecple had served in the French army during the war and had
been internsd following the £a1l of Franmce. Thsy were later transferred
to internment camps in Horth Africa and were subsequently released after
the Alllsd landings, largely through the activities of the abovs-nentioned
Joint Commigsion, Since that time noat of these people have socursd
employment with the American or British armiss, and approximately 900 of
them are enlisted in the British Pioneer Gorps. Early in 19U a group of
about 125 of these persons were sont to Palestine through the efforts of
the Joint Distribution Committee.

The emall number of persons in this atateless group vho ave unesployable
are being maintatned through funds made availadle by the American Joint
Distribution Committee. Included in this group are former Poles, Ogeche,
Rumanians, Hungariane, Germans, Yugoslave and Oreeks. The majority are
in Morocco and Algeria with a small additional group in Tunisia.
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Thers ia P4 North Afrisa amother gronp of rafugooa, most of thom
Jewish, who same from Libya and were oxpelled by the Itallans in 1940
by virtus of the fast that they wors Freuch subjeota. Of the 2,500
persons in this group, approximately 2,000 have hoen living in Tualsin
under the most primitivs conditiouns, the rest balng seatborad through-
out the bask country in Algeria. Recently it was arranged with the
¥ronch authorities and the British to tramsport approximately 1,600
of these persoms from Tunisia back io their homss in Tripoli. It is
oxpected that this transfer will be effected within the next few weeks.
It is hoped, too, that the balance of this group will be returned to
their homes in the near future. These Libyans have been aspigted during
their stay in Tunisis by the ecours Nationsl and the Amerisan Joint
pistribution Committeec

The United States Army has made available & campsite nsar Gasablanca
to be administered by UNRRA, this eamp 4+o0 hduse and care for 2,500 ro-
fugses. An agreoment had besn reached with ths French authorities to sllow
2,500 statsless peoples now in Spain to enter Morocéo and to be housed
tomporarily im theso quarters. ¥e find that comparatively few of this
2,500 will evail themselves of this opportunity {the latest informaiion
wo have is between 600 and 800 sre prepared to come to the camp) . The
reason for this much smaller number is that (1) the refugees now in Spain
have either heard of, or have had bad experiences with the French, and
are fearful of their future in North Africa, even though the camp is to bve
run by the United Hations® personmelj (2) inasmuch as change of situation
which is boing offered does not seem to be sufficiently different from
that to which they have boen subjected and because no assurance can be
given them as 10 their ultimate destination or fate they seem to prefer
to remain whers they ars. However, our Madrid Embassy and Mr, David
Blickenataff, the reprosentative of American relief organizations in Spain,
can doubtloss provide more specific imformation on the present attitude
of the refugees in Spain. .

The above group totals about 3,000 persons of whioh prodbably more
thar 95% are Jowish. Because of the geographis looation of Morocgo,
Algeria, and Tunisis, only infrequent calle upon this office for eosistance
have been made to bring displaced persons out of Europoe

By and large the French Commitiee of National Liberation has nelther
encouraged nor discouraged the entrance of displaced persons but rather
has put the whole question on an individual ocase basis subjest to the
real decision boing made by American, British and French military security
offices, working in cocporation.

With regard to refugoes being turned back at borders, this is not
surrently likely to happen {nasmuch as the decision as to whether or not
a given individusl is going to be permitted to enter is usually made in
Algiers and transmitted to the point where the viea ie, or is not, issued.
Mr. Blickenstaff, representative of the Awerican relief organizations in
Madrid, may better be in a position 4o indicate cases where permission to
enter North Africa has been refused. .

It is believed that in order to enscourage the French Committies to
allow people or displaced pereons to enter North Africa more freely, a
plan must be established by which we can tel) the displasced persons, as
well ap- the French Committes, what their ultimate destination is: i.a.,
how long displaced porsons will be allowed 4o resain in Frenoh territory
after the cessation of hostilities. Will they be allowed to return to,
their native lands? Will they be allowed to immigrate 1o ‘the United Btated -
or seme other country of their choice? It is understood that the ultimats
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deatimation of many of these refugeea, and particularly the stateless,
vill he ihe responsibility of the Intergoverumental Commission for
Refugesa of which Sir Herbert Emerson im London is Chairmsn. It should
be mentioned at this tiwe that Mr. Patrick Hurphy Malin, Vice-~director
of the above commiitee is in this theater making a survey of the condi-
tions of the refugees in this part of the world. At the moment it is
not known what the I.3.0. has been able to develop in the way of placss
for thess refugess ultimately o setils-

Inasmuch as the Mexicen Goverument hes offersd to accept immigrants
from the Spanish Refugee Community in Horth Afriea, it is felt that ihe
French authorities would bs more willing to rsceive additional refugees
in Fronch North Afriea if this Spanish refugee emigration project is
expedited and carried through as 5003 a8 possible. Lists of those who
have expressed a desire to go have besn sent to Mexico City through
our own State Department chsnnels and are now being considered by the
Maxiecan Government, If simlilar arrangements for certain refugees can
be arranged with other countries, ths attitude of the French Committes
of Ratiopal Liberation would probably be sorrespondingly more receptive

to additional refugess.

The Freonch administration, whenever asked, has expressed a desire
to cooperate in all matters pertaining tc rescue and relisf, bul because
of the limited supplies and because of the internal strife which always
exists in a country that has been drained by the Axis Armisiice Commissione,
they find themselves today in a reluctant frome of mind insofar as addi-
tional persons to feed, houss and clothe are concerned. Very little can
be dono to change this state of mind until sufficient olothing, foodstuffo,
otc., are aeither sent into the couniry or the sconomic life of the country
has baer restored. ’

It should be pointed out thal one of the great difficulties that the
Department is faced with is the question of the French administiration’s
policy on intermment of refugees. There have besn several cases brought
0 the attention of the Departmont whers refugees had been previously
interned, by the French under Axis pressure, and had been libefated, and
who now are either re-internsd or threatened with re-intermment, sven
though demonstrably anti~Axis. The reasons given by the French authori-
ties, when theose cmses have been discussed wiih them; have either been
that the individual dossier contains soms ofton nobulous charges whioch
we are umable to verify, or eimply that the individuals in question were
oncs enemy nationals. :




HEADQUARTHRS ATLANTIC BAUS SECTION
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February 18, 1944

/ %
108 i,R, Fryer, Chief of Mission, AP0 534
FROM: Eriec W. Johnson, Refugee Sceotion

aJBJECI;: Let., to American Consul Ueneral, Casablenca

ATTENTLON: Refuges Section

I hereby send you obpy of a letter I have written

7/ - .
to H, Sarle Russell, American Consul Gseneral at Casablanca,

which letter, 1 think, may be of interest to you.

/s/

Brio . J o*mson

nol, oopy of leb, as above




Casablanca, Morooco
February 18, 1944

H, Earle Russell, Lsqiire
Amprican Consul General
American Consulate
Casablanca, Morocco

Dear Mr, Russell:

Thank you for trensmitting to me the copy of the JState
Depersment's airgram roferring to the War Refuges Board. 4As
you have requested, I shall comuent on certain sections of it.
You will naturally understand that I should prefer that the source
of these remarks remain aponymous.

ixtvent to wnich war refugees are pexmijted to enter
Woxth Afrioa.

defugees are pemiitted to enter North sfrica only as
follows:

1) Fronoch refugees, "evades de France"”, have been admitted
from Spain through the efforts of the irench Hed Cross und ths
Committee of Netional Liberation under an arrangement with the
Spanish Government. Luring recent months ebout 85,000 of these
nave entored North Arrice and over 95% of them have been Srench,
Yore than 20,000 of these are now in the Irench armies.

2) with these Freunch refugees came a cortain number of
foreigners, mostly stuteloss peuple (ex-Uemans, ex~ioles, ex-Ausirials,
eta,) largely Jawish. Thsse people have oomy here pretending to be
Frenoh and declaring tiueir true natiomality only upon arrival., Often
they have been badly treated, oespwolally by certain sections of the
Military Security, which have foreed them inco the Frenech TForeiga
Legion or have kept them in prison ror days und sometimes woeeks under
very bad conditione, However, with the exception of those who submit
to signing an ongagement with the Legion, almost all of thom finally
find a solution for sheir problem.
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3) Certain refutees may bs permitted to enter Morth
Africa under special arrangemsnts, The only example of this
that I know of will be the Refugee Reception Center at Camp
Marshol Lysutey, where those stateless refugees who sre now in
3pain, who wish to do so, may come to North Africa under rather
restricted conditions to live in a camp rum by the British mnd
smerioan authoritiea. From 500 to ‘800 of these are expected to
arrive here in about a mohth. * .

Otherwise, refugees are not now permtted tO enter North
Africa, The Anglo-american-French suthorities have established
a geungrel rule that no entries into Horth africa are to be
permitted exeept in the furtherance of the war effort,

There is & strict comtrol of the Spanish Morocoan border,
over which Spunish Republican refugees, as well as enemny agents,
sometime try to oross. Fersons entering illegally, if diacoversed,
are put into work camps, .

#hat the United Stuies Government cap do to effeotuste
the rescue and relief of vigtims of enemy oppression.

Coming to Lorth sfrica does not represent ¢ truly adgquete
solution to the problem of war refugees. NMany Jews and other anti-
fascist refugees have o resl dread of past suffering in France,
especially during the Vichy peried, vhen {hougands of such refugees
were in concentration camps. Such fears are often realized in North
Afriea, where persecution of Jews and entli-fasclsts is still all too
frequent. ’

In addition, North africa is diffiault for refugees because
there is & very serious luck of clothing, housing, medica) oare,
food, and all of the basic necessities of life. This means that
refugses who enter North ifrica with only the elothes they wear have
extrome difficulties in maintaining life here., Their problem is much
more dlfficult thah thet of established families, especially when one
considers that thoy have often passed through months of copoentratiom
camp and ave in & weakened comdition,

it ig thorofore my impression that represeatations to the
Qoverpment of North africa about the resgus of war refugess will not
pesult in u busic solution. Howéver, certain improvements might be
realized such as: :

a) More ocordial reception of refugees, especially stateless
Jews of Germun and Austrian origin.
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b) Speeial releusing of clothing and otlier neceasities
to meet the requirements of refugees,

¢) Special facilities for lodging of such refugees,

d} Simplification of the fomnﬁtias for employment and
documentation (work contracts, pexmis de sejour) ete.

o) Liberalization of entrance policies, especlally to admit
refugeses who alresdy have members of their families in North »f1ca,

however, the basioc solution would be for the uUnited States,
Engliand, Cenada, and other United hations governments, to receive
the refugoes in their own lands and territories. In the ¢ase of bae
United 3tates, such refugees should be admitted not on the basis of
affidavits and sponsorship but on a more rational basia, considering
the danger they are in, their need, and their capability to be of
service in the Jnited States snd t0 moke e successful ad jus tmens
to American life, Canada and Palestine have already accepted from
the Iberian lFeuinsula small nuwwbera of such refugees. The Unlted
States wag ready to accept large numbers of children in 1942 (United
3tates Committes for the Care of Suropean Children), Such an
arrangement for all refugees would be a thoroughly satisfactory method
of regecus, *t would be qaick, sure, and of great benefit to the
individuals concerned as well as to the United States, !

Very truly yours,

/8/

Brie v, Johnason
Delegate




