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CROSS REFERENCE ON GOQPERATIQN WITH .QTHER GQVERNMENTS:
UNITED NATIONS (GREAT BRITAQN )

Amendment to this License

Extension of this License . . .

Renewal of this License . .

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)

FOR MATERIAL RE QUOTE OF JEWISH IMMIGRANTS FOR PALERTINE

FOR MATERIAL RE DIVERSION OF SWEDISH SHIP FROM THE GREEK RELIEF
FLEET FOR CARRYING ADDITIONAL REFUGEES FROM CONSTANZA TO TURKEY

FOR FURTHER MATERIAL RE THE BLOCKADE

FOR MATERIAL RE ESTABLISHMENT IN TRIPOLITANIA OF A TEMPORARY CAMP
FOR REFUGEES FROM SOUTHERN ITALY '

FOR MATERIAL RE REMOVING JEWISH REFUGEES FROM SOUTHERN ITALY,
WELL AS FROM TURKEY, TO TEMPORARY CAMPSIN PALESTINE .
FOR ACC'T OF A SCHEME PROPOSED TO WRB'.BY BRITISH TO SUPPLEIEBT

FINANCING OF RESCUE AND RELIEF PROJEGTS

PROGRANS WITH ‘RESPECT TO RELIEF AND’ RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION
SWITZERLAND
{(ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM FRAMCE, EVACUATION OF)

2 . . PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND- RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION
TO AND THROUGH TURKEY ’ i

3. POLICY MATTERS THE BLOCKKDE ~

4. PROGRAMS WITH REBPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEE: TFMPORARY
HAVENS. (IN NORTH AFRICA: TRIPOLITANIA AND ‘CYRBNATCA)

 PROGRAMS ‘WITH: RESPECT TO RELIEF- AND RESGUE OF- REFUGEES: TEM. HAVENS
( IN PALES'I‘INE)

GOOPERATION WI’I‘H OTHER AGENCIES? INTERGOVERNMEN‘
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Efefugea Qro‘{)lems vore touched upon in Farlismentary
dobutog in the House of1b:/01.%;'.10n$ on July 28 uad sgeln-oa
Ausust L. On the rovmer Gulte sguedron Leaé/all Merin, caked
{the Foreisn seeretary 1f he would consider tho advisability
of oresting Dritisk ‘nationility to the remaiaing Jews In
iazieoceusicd tercitory on vern similar to the offer nude
so the French in 1940. :

1T, FOOITE l/is:ll, rerlylng for tho dovermuent, gala
thet tnis quegsion had heon gonsidered but th;-“:, the
anu- jestlon had beon éisepproved on the jTound that tho
npitish soverraent sms nledsed to ald wnd resoue, as £or wh
1% was sble, all vietins of .imal oppression regerdless of
race or relifon, rad «lso hocause 1t wus folt that tho
Sorrnas woulé not be detervod by vhat would smount merely
4o verbul Britlsh protection of Jews.

on .ucust 1 4 e Parllowentary secretary to tbe _;‘.inist:cy
of soonomle ".urfare (l‘.ﬁr,d'-_"oot) vas questionsd by a nuaber of
merbers as to the response being made to tho offer of
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

August 7th, 1844,

Ref: 105/126/44

My dear Mr, Friedman,
The Foreign Office have sent us a survey
of British Government aoctivities on behalf of refugees.
It ocourred to us that you might cars to
have a copy of this survey for the use of the Board,

and I am accordingiy sendin‘g_ you a copy. May I draw

your attention to the heading "secret! in paragraphs
11, 13 and 167 It is asked that these may be regarded
as for the confidential information of th§' ai:ii:i"éb&ﬁéfe
United States Government authoritiss only.

Yours: sincersly,

J. W, Russell
Sécond- Sesratary.

Mr. A. Friedman, - -
Wax.-Rofugeo:Board,. S
Unlted:States: Departient ofi Stite;:
Washington, DiCen
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August 7Tth, 1944,

Refi 105/126/44

My dear r, Friedman,

The Foreign Office have sent us & survey
of british Government aetivltieé on bohalf of refugees.

It cccurred to us that yom might cars: to
have a copy of this survey for the use of‘the Board,
and I am sccordingly sending you & cODY. May I draw
vour attention to the heading "Seeret® in paragraphs
11, 13 and 167 It is asked that these may be regarded
as for the confidentlal information of the appropriate
United States Government authoritles onlye.

Yours aincerelj,

Je Ve Russell
Second Sscretarye.

Hre As Friedman,
War Refugee Board,
United States Department of State,
Washington, DiCs
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Survey of Activities of His Majesty's.
Government on behalf of Refiugees.

1. Declaration to Satellites.

on March 30 His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
- for Foreign Affairs declared in Paritament that satellite
governments who dispelled citizens to destinations named by
Borlin must know that such actions are tantamount to assisting
in inhuman persecution or slaughber. This would not be for-
gotten whén the inevitable defeat of the archtenemy of Europe
came about. He added:

"His Majesty's Government are confident that
they are expressing the saptiments of all the Allled
Governments in calling upon the countries allied with
or subject to Germany to join in preventing further
persecution and cooperate in protecting and saving
the innocent."

This declaration has been repeatedly broadcast in the appro-
priate languages.-

2., Refugees in the Unlted Kindom

From May 1940 to December 1943, 60,000 non-British
refugees have been admitted into the United Kingdom and are
st11] boing admitted at the rate of at least 800 a month.
Preparations have been made for the reception of a large
influx of refugees from France who may have to be removed on
account of military necessity. .

3. From April 1, 1939, to March 31, 1944, 51,186

inmmigrents have entered Palestine plus thelr wives and children.
Approximately 67,000 authorities to enter have bean granted.
The number who entered Palestine during the six months ending
March 31 was 7,000, Batween March 30 and May 15, 1944 over
1,200 Jewlsh refugees rsached Istanbul from Constanze in small
ships and were sent to Palestine.

Exchange of Palestinians and Germans: By two exchanges
arranged in (1) December 1941 and {2) November 1942, 180
Palestinians against 350 Germans have been repatriated. A
project for a further exchange of 280 Palestinians against
110 Germans is now being negotiated. Thils will bring the
total of exchanges to 460 Palestinians against 460 Germans.

For refugees received in Palestine other than immigrants
see paragraphs 4 and 7. . vt
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5, Jamaica

Jemalca has received approximately 500 refugees; this
13 additional to 1,500 evacuees from Gibraltar and a number
of prisoners ofw ar and civilian intarnees.

6. Kauritius

Mauritius has received approximately 1,500 refugess,
the so-called "illesal irmigrants” who failed to obtain
authority to enter Palestine. -

7. Creek Refugeses

sreek Refugees who escaped from the mainland and the
1islands have been looked after by LERRA: 16,744 is the
spproximate number., 6,390 Greels from the ‘Dodecanese have
also been received. These rafugees are dlstridbuted in camps
in 3yria, Cyprus, Zzypt and Palestins, and larse numbers have
passed through transit camps in E~ypt on their way to the
3gl~ian Gonso, Zthiopla and Tanzanyika whers they have found
asylum for the duration of the war. 3ince Iay 1 UNRRA has
talran over rsfuzes camps run by LIZRRA in 3gypt, Falestine and
svria. The Greek and othser refugses in Cprus rernain the
regsponsinility of the local Covernmant.

8. Refugees Found in Italy and Removed to Egypt

liearly 25,000 Yugoslav refugees, many of whom are Jews,
have been received in Southern Italy and taken on to refugee
contres in Icypt where, under present arrangemerits, they are
beinz cared for by the British Military Authorities. It 1s
hoped to take 15,000 more, but this is not possible at the
moment until UNRRA provide the necessary medical staff.
Some 800 Jewish refucees have been movad from Southern Italy
to ralestine.

9, lorth African Camp and Action in Spain’ Generally, egpecially
on behalf of Sephardic Jewis

The camp at Fedhala, where there 1s accommodation for
upwards of 2,000 refugses, 1s now resdy to receive them, and
staff nas gone out from this country to join the Amsrican
stalf and serve undsr the American director. About 500 state-
less rofugees from Spain are due to leave for Fedhala in about
three weeks' time.

Amonz the refusees destined for Fedhala are 116 Saphardic
Jows whom the Spanish Authorities do not wish to keep in Spaln.
Arrangements are being made for another smaller varty of
Sephardic Jews to Dbe evacuated from Roumenia via the Levant.

ﬂh; Shipping fbr Refugees from the Balkens

Every effort has been made by His Majesty's Imbassy
in Angora, in conjunctlon with the Unlted States Imbassy, the
Jewish Agency and the International Red Cross, to obtaln
shipping for transporting all refugees who can be assembled
and conveyed to any Black Sea ports. A considerable measure
of success has attended their efforts, and our latest !
jnformation is that the Jewish authorities in Angora, working
with the Roumanian Red Cross, hoped to assemble & further
1,300 Jewish. children from Bucharest at a Black Sea porb.
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The American {ar Refugee Board's representative in Angora dld
his best to obtain a Turkish vesssl, the 5.5. "mapi", but the
scheme nas unfortunately proken down on a refusal of a safe-
conduct from the Germans, who gave as their reason ‘the German
wish not to offend the Arabs and the excossive publicity given
to the scheme in the Tnited States. The same insuperable
obstacle has been met over a Swedish vessel, and we are now
trying to find a Portuzuese one.

11. Action with Tito
[

Marshal Tito has consented to facilitate the escape of
Jewish rafuseses thrcugh his Iines from Hunrary with the idea
that they should reach 3outhern Ttaly via Dalmatia.

12. GCoopsration with the Turks *

The Turkish Authorities have empowered their Consular
officers in Balkan capitals to grant transit visas to Jewish
refugees who have been granted Palestine immiegration certifi-
cates, even if thesse certificates are not in the hands of the
apolicants but mersly held on their behalf by the Jewlsh Azency
representative at Tstanbul. The Turkish Authorities have
further sranted transit visas in response to various individual
applicants by His Majesty's sovernrient and have recantly (between
Karch 30 and liay 19) allowed the passage through Turkey by rail
of 1,230 refugess evsen although most if not all of these were
without Turkish transit visas. Joint efforts by the Unlted
States and British Governments to induce the Turkish Government
to cive asylym to refugeses have been unavailing.

1%, Red Cross Actlion in the Balkans

The International Red Cross and the Roumanian Red Cross
are attempting to assemble children and Jewish adult holders
of Palestins immigration certificates for embarkation at
Constantza. The chlldren recelve a special Swiss endorsement
on their travel documents under a standing arrangement made
last year with the Swiss iuthorities. We are now examining the
possibility of providing adult refugees with a similar endorsemsnt
or certificate.

— Jewish applicants for facilities at the Turkish Legation
in Budapest have been shadowed by the Gestapo and have dis-
appeared. /e are accordingly examining the possibility of having
Turkish documents collected by the Swilss Representative in
Budapest on behalf of the refugees.

14. Refugeses with Latin-American Passports, in narticular
t‘Eﬁ’ose interned at vibtel

L

&,

Pormission for 87 families (about 200 persons), Polish
Jows interned at Vittel holding Latin-Anerican passports to
enter Palestine has been given by the High Commissioner. Lists
of their names have been communicated to the Protecting Power
(Switzerland). Secret. We have asked Peru, Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, Honduras, Faraguay and Ecuador to confirm the

validity/
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validity of the passports issued respectively by thelir govern-
ments. We have asked Spain in her capaclity as the Protecting
Power of Latin-American nationals to obtain exit permits for
these refugees to leave France in transit through 3pain to
Palastine. Zcuador, Paraguay and Cuba have been asked by us
to confirm the validity of their passports held by refugeses
whether elirsible or not for Palestine, (this action has besn
taken jointly with the United States Government) and the
governments concerned have agreed to do so at least for meeting
humenitarian purposes for which they were issued - viz. to
afford protection to the holders until they can escape to
territories outside enemy control, 2Znds. Secret. We have
received information from the Swiss Government that the German
Authorities took away the passports of the internees at Vittel
but after verification of the identity and nationality of the
holders returned them. We have passed this informatlon-to the
Tntergovernmental Committea. We have also informed the Holy
See of all steps taken by us on behalf of internees with Latin
American passports as the ¥atican is interested in a scheme
for saving them. *

15. ©Cncouragement to Feutrals.

switzerland: His Majesty's CGovermment and the United
States Govermment agreed on the text of a joint nots to the
Swiss Government last January assuring them that favourable
congslderation would be given to requests for the purchase and
extraordinary import through the blockade of additional suppliss
of foodstuffs and textiles to relieve the burden vlaced on
Swiss resources as a consequence of assistance extended to
refugees. At the request of the Jar Refuges Board on lay 19
we have agreed to join in glving renewed assurances to the Swiss
Govermment and have instructed Hls Majesty's Minister at Berne
to concert actlon with his United States colleanue accordingly.

Sweden: In reply to an enquiry from us on this subject
some time aro, the Swedish Government replied that they werse
ready to find supplies for refugees out of their own resourcses
though they subsequently acceptsed certain shipments of goods
normally subject to blockade. We are, however, insbructing His
Kajesty's Minister at Stockholm to concert action with his
United States colleasue in giving renewed assurances to the
Swedish Government on this matter. )

wWith regard to Turker, Spaln and Portugal we are
instructing His Kajesty's Government's Representatives to these
countries to join with the United States Renresentatives in
assurances that the provision of extra supplies would be arranged
to mest the needs of refurees if a more generous policy towsards
the roception and care of them could be adopted.

16, Co-opsration with the War Refuges Board

In March last we informed the United States Government
that His Majesty's Government wers in full sympathy with the
purposes of the War Refugee Board whose creation they publicly
wolcomed and with whom they stated thelr determinatlon to
cooperate.

Sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the InteR-Governmental
Committea on Refugees, . tooll advantame of his visit to Washington
in April to get into touch with Nr. John Pehls, the Bxecutive
Director of the War Refugee Board. Together they were able to
agree proposals for the working relationships whichk should
prevail between the Intergovermmental Committes and the War
Refugee Board. Mr. Pehle told Sir Herbert Emerson that his.
generous offer of unstinted cooperation was appreciated and
assured him that the War Refugee Board intepded to reciproocate

wholeheartedly./
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wholeheartedly. Only in this way could they move forward
together united in their determination to meet the tragically
pressing refuges problemn,

Snem The ar Refugee Board suggested that MNr. Schwarg, of

The American Joint Distribution Committes, should be empowered

to orzanise the escape of Jewish refugess by clandestine routes
through Axis-occupled territory and out over the Pyrenees.

o examined this proposal and found it to be impracticabls chisefly
hecause the escape routes were already overcrowded by other
persons whose escape was necessary, in the interest of the war
offort but othnar means of rescue ars being studied.

Through His lajesty's Embassy at Angora we cooperated
closely with Kr. Hirschman, racenggy appointed Refugee Attache
at the United States Embassy, in eXamining the possibility of
providing shipping for evacuating refugees from the Balkans.
The vroposal to use the Turkish s.s. Tgri" has fallen through
owing to the German refusal of a safe-conduct, and the consequent
Turkish refusal to allow the vessel to be used. His Majesty's
Government would therefore endeavour to furnish a ship for this
purpose provided one month's notice 1s given, if other possi-
pilities fail. Whether the German safe-conduct will be granted
in this event is, however, doubtful.
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This was cleared-with Mr, Fehle and ribbon copy was sent to Mr., Warren at

State Department on June 1lbth - 3:45 o, m,
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¥y dear Mr. Ambassador:
In accordancs with your request, I am sending

to you herewith coples of all of the wsekly reports of the

activities of the War Refuges Board. In the future, I

shall arrange to have our reports sent to you each waek.

Very truly yours,

(83gned) 3.5, Fenle

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

The Honorable,

John G. Winant,”

The Americen Ambassador,

London, HEngland. }_’x
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SERT

TOs AMEMBASSY, Lenden
FROM 1 Secretary of State, Washington
DATE: May 18, 1944

NUMBER: 3953

Following for Riefler from War Refugee Boarde

It is proposed to approach the five prineipal neutrals
in the manner di d below ning the paasage through
the blockade, subject to zppropriate safeguards, of additional
elothing and food in amounts gufficlent to meet the added
burdens on their rescurces in order to arrange for reception
by those countries of larger nuzbers of sdults and children
refugees {rom ensmy © preseion. Such action is in furtherance
of this Government's policy to use all available means con-
sistent with succesaful prosecution of the war to further the
rescue of victims of enemy oppression in imminent danger of,
losing thelir lives. . '

Switzerland and Sweden. Assurances that every attempt
will be made to arrange for importatien of whatever additional
stocks of olothing and foodstuffs may be needed in those
gountries Lo meet requirements of refugass admitted there.
Thie is a renewal of assurances which the United States and
British Governments gave previously.

Turkey, Spain and Portugal. Assurances that if these
countries adopt a more generous policy aonoeraing the reception
and maintensnce of refugees, the United States and British
Governments would make arrangemsnts to furnish the suppliss needed
to mast the needs of refugeos admitfed to those countries.

Please try to obtain the prompt concurrence of the
appropriate British authorities to this coursa of action so
that it may be inaugurated with the least poasidle delay.

HULL
(aLw)
_ DECLASSIFIED
DCR1IDBIM Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

5-27-libs By R. H. Parks Date.S.EE—l 3 1972

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Abrahamaon, Akai)\:n. Berhawq,n, cohggrbuﬂoia, Frie
Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Loeser, Luxford, Mann) Mansion, Marke, MoCormaock, Serge
Smith, Standish, Stewart, Vw.lnatoin, H. D. White, Pehile, Files. .
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Hiug Chauncsy {foxr the Bsely.} . L, Mkein, Berngtedn.
$ohas MaBoelis, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel wughliaw, Lessery Luxford,
Hann  Ianron. ¥arks, Mclormack, Pehle, Pollak. Rakns, Sargey,
fBrith. Standisn, Stewars, Yeinstein H.D.White Files.

‘ EOLASSIFIED
Bhbennept. Lotter, 1.11-12
. 5 By R\ H.VP\nﬂ('s. Date,
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tieevestos »ith the Bwadish Hinlster ia
~9¢ 60 L9 the 1lins takern Ly the
><-3w&uu? Yalvable tims way be

Gaik the Forelgw OfF1ice smd the Uinistey of War Tramsport
Wi aprreech By us upon receipt of the Nepaviment's
cable of Maveh 31, Ne. 2Z616. Iusivactions have .gone forwvard
Spson Praban which nre generally favorable, pcoording to
informal statsment made yssterday by latter Einistiy.

DECLASS]I‘IED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date & =" SEP 1

3 1972
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Sec'y, Abzahameon, Akiim, Bsrmsfein, Oohn, DuBle, Friedman, thonu Hodelolaughling
Lepner, Duxford, Mama, Manmom, Marks, HoOormack, Paul, Pollak, Baine, Sargey, Smith,
Bterdiuh, ‘Brevars, Woimteing ff, D. Wilte, Pshla, Féloii




ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM 8 ENT

FROM: SRCRETARY OF STATE, Yashington
TOt : AMEMBASSY, London
DATED1 - -April: 15, 1944
HUMBER: 2005

FROM WAR WEFUGEE BOARD TO AMBASSADOR H?ﬁAE‘l‘. LONDOX.
Please rofer t6 our no. 2518 of March 31.

Ambasspdor Steinhardt has just advised that there are a numbér
of refugeea who can be evacuated from Rumpnia in addition to
those who cen be carried in the one Turkish vessel for which
_charter negotiations are still continiing. Within the last few
weeks approxinately 500 refugesa have been brought to Turkey on
small Bulgarian boats. It {s tharefore extremely urgent that
additional shipping be obtained without delay. .

During the course of negotiations for a Turkish boat Ambaassdor
Steinhardt suggested that we undertake to obtein from the Swedish
Governmsnt parmisasion to divert one or more of the ships carry-
ing relief supplies to Gresce for use in evacuation operations
from Constanza to Turkey. Ambassador Bteinhardt felt that this
procedure wee desirsble in view of the delay in obtaining a
Turiish shigand in view of the fact that the Greek relief ships
of which there are twelve or thirtesn in asrvice were the olosest
to Turkey and could most ereily de sent to Constanza. & request
glong thess lines was addressed to the Swadish Governmont through
the Ambassador here. In reply the Gwedish Government indicated
that cextsin obstacles such as obdtaining the consent of the
Gexman, British and Oanadien Governments would have to be over-
coms befors a Oresk relief ship could de used for avacuation of
refugess. The Swadish Governmant inpdicated however that 1f theae
sonditione and certain others could be mét one whip, the 85
BANDALANDA, arriving in Salonika about March 18, might be used.

The BEritish Government apparently did not denire to have any
Greek relief ships diverted for refuges evacvation. It is under-
atood that the British Lesation in 3tockholm felt that any
extrenocous delay in the shipping schedule for Oresk rslief would
have serious and deplorable effects. Moreover, the Board has
been adviged by the Washington reprasentative of the Uinietyy of
Eoononic Warfare that even a amnll loss of tonnage in the Oraek
relief schedule might leave n serious gap in deliveries. The
Ministry -of Economic Waxhre suggested that it moy be possible to
reppen the question when four ships which are to be added to the
Grosk relisf flest hava actually left the .Baltic. Ths Rinletry
added howsver thnt even so it wuld ba difficult to use o _reuef
‘ship for this purpose and oxprosssd the hope that ghips csn be
obtained for this purposs in othsr quarters.

DECLASSIFIED .
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 © We hAV@ssere

By R H Parks Duto QEP 1 371972
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¥e have now received from Ambassador Steinhardt the following
cable with respect to the nacessity of obtaining one of the ~
Gresk relief ships for evacuation purpossst '

QUOTE: Baron de Flaten, Sacond. Seoratary of the Swedish Legation
1n Ankara, et1ll offers hopés for the availahility n Swedish
vessel to transport refugees from Constanza to laifa. This

would be in sddition to ths TARI or any others, the 55 BARDALARDA
HOY in Istanbul is not fitted with equipuent or life saving
devices for rafuges conveyance. Platon will explors the pos- B
sibilities of resquipping the vassel for this purpose. The
BARDALANDA s scheduled to wmil today to arrive in Pirasus (Athens)
on April 25 and scheduled thereafter to s2il for Constanza. Platon
velieves thet Stockholm could be induced to have this wesel re-
turn to Istanbul and thencs to Constanza to embard refugees to
Eaifs. I have not been informed except 4ndiradtly through the
State Dspartment rdlio dulletin regarding the reply of the

‘Gwadish Oovernment $o our reguest through the Swedish Mintster
here and your reguest through ¥ashington for a Swedish boat.

In spite of any refusnl by the Swedish Covernment I recommend

that the Bonrd urge Stoockholm to glve inatructions t o malke the
BARDALANDA awailable the iatter part of April. This of course

16 not in lieu of ths proposed trip of the 55 TARI but ia addition
tharato. UNQUOTX.

. In view of the urgency of the aituation the Board would appreciate
1t if you would immediately discuss shis matter with approprits
officiala of the British Goverament with a view to obtaining that
Government's consens to the uee of the 38 BARDALANDA for the pur-

A pose indicated in Amdassedor Steinhardt's cadle. As woon as such
- approvel is obtelned you should also discuse the matter with the
Swedieh Amdaseador in London ssking to commuxicate o his Govern~
- ment this Government's request for the uase of the DARDALANDA, and
asking them to approach the German Government to obtain the reces-
! aary aafeconduct. In your disoussions with the British you may
wish to make olear thet time is of the essence and that the rascue
of additional refugees in imminent danger of death depends upon
this bont beng made available to the War Refugee Board. -

The BAHDALANDA may ¥e leaving the Grack servics, ve are advised.

HULL

oot Bsa'ys;~Abrghamson, Aksin, Bsrnstein, Uohn, DuBols, Friedman, Uaston, Hedel, Laughlin, .
lesser, Luxford, Mann, Mannom, Harks, MoGormeok, Paul, Pollak, Rains, Sargoy, Saith,
Standish,. Stewart, Weinetein, H. D. White, Pahle, Files.
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SMMARY (F OFFICIAL QUIDARCE FOR BEC
(Fpom Fritich Politicsl Warfare Mission)

, "H.M.G, espooliate themgelves wholehearbedly with
declaration lsmued Yy Prosident of U,S5., waming Govwany
and her satellites of consequonces of further pergecutions
“4n thoir territordcs end sppaal to men of good will every-
vhere to assist so far ns they ave able in proteoting the
victims of appression, throatened with torture end death.
H.H4,G, are talting every opportunity of convaying to the
countries snd governments conostned thelr full sgrecment
with the President's declarntion, and their determination to
cooperate in all meaguras consistent with efficlent prosecution
of the war desigmed to glve sssimtance and rofuge to all who
can £ind means of ososping the Namis and Hazi-lnapired tyrange®

DECLASSIFIED

By Authority of British

Govd, j:glgqmm,, LY,y
vy B i SEP 181072
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BLAXK
London
aé}‘“sﬁ Waych 31, 184
Ros'd 10506 p.m.
Sacratary of %ishx

Hashi-o o

3547 Fhizio

FOR WAR RIFUREE BOARD,

In reforencs to Fresident « statement {Deparemens ig
telogram 2273 28th) the following questions and onowers
in Houne of Commons Farch 30th are of intersats

inter Suiverman {by private notica) asked the
druretary of Jtets for Yoreign Afalrs whether in view
of the revend snewy cconpotion of Hongary and-the rapid
worch of avente in ths Balkens ha hag any statement to
meke with refsrsnoe $0 the urgont and imsedlate peril
which now threatons Jews and other viotims of Nezi
pazgecution in thoss coontries.

Hivter Bden Yes, sir. Ny Eonoradle Friend will
have $aken note of the ntatement made on D4th March by
Preeldent Roosevels on the subject of his gquoetion and
of the fmpt thed His Hajooty s Goverument 4% once
wholghoartedly associated themselves with the United
Stateslovarmesnt il this matter. Fatsher action is now
urder disquesion betwacn the United Staton Govornment
ond His Hajoely's Governmsnt and I wish now to tkme thias
0 pporiunity to make on beohalf of Hisp Hajostyto Govern
moné tho following dsclarationh Heidonse continuss
Yo reach His Najooty's Government ond A111ed Governments
that the Nasi polioy of extémmthation has mot bdaen halted
The perpeoution of the Jews e in partieular beon
exampled horror and intensiffy, On thie His Hajenty's
Governmant in cowmamon with thedr £11ies, now $hat the
howr of Germany‘e dofest FXOWa @ver nearer and mors
coxtain, cmn oply ropoat their detontation of Gaxmony ' s
orimes 8nd thoir deternination that all those gailty: of
thea shall bo byospghi to Justlee. Bud ayd from direct
guils there ia %11l indivect participstion in erime.
Eatollite governments who expol citizens to destinations
naxed by Bewlin mmet know that mmch aotions are tantamount
to sssdeting in inuman percesution of slautder. This
#111l-not b Lorgotten whon the insvitablo defeat of the
aroh enexy of Barops comes abous, ’




cnden

Happlly thers ars individuals and even offieial
authorities among the satellif ¢ who have rosisted the
a¥il Qerman exemple and have agb\'yg teleration and moxray.
Thepe things are kmown to the #11les end in the hope pf
sRoourpging such good desds and increasing their nimber
Eis ¥ajesky's Govermuant ere concernsd 6 make i} ol anr
that thoae fallewgd $he cighi path 941l &L eo neb

" Be forgottan s Bleal r =ing  The tims of
rorpite fa I e 1g atild cppovtuvity £op the
meratind 20w - r auts of howanity Zer the
guiliy - ; swgnde for their deeds of shame Ly
rslefaing .. - wa and making so fap as is possible
restituifon to . Hils Hejosty’s Govermzent ers con-
fide~? %het they are expresaing ths sentimente of all
the 4. .5 fc.eromunts in eslling upon the countrier allied
with or subjsct to Cermany te join in preventing further
peraegution snd cooperate in protecting and saving the
innogen. . s mety's Govermment for their part ars
firm'~ o+ . continwme in cooperation with all
Goveruw.ut ana private sathorities concerned to reecue
aud maintrn so far aslies in thoir power all thoee
mens.ol by the Hazi terror. #

Histeor Silvermans May 1 w)ﬂ.le than.king the Right
- "ountlemm for his full and extremely offsctive
R 26 in my view supplemantary

UineBathbone: @ill the Right Honorabls Gentlemsn
onevs  gthat the very important statemesnd he has made ia
glwer the widesh pudlicity im all aneny and ensmy
accupied countries and among their satellites and not
least smong the Flovaks whows mttituds has heen
oxtramoly vrseiisfactory so that the monsage may bs
7e2d by the poople and not only by the.overuments,

-possibly by leaflet as well.as by radio.

Migter Bden: Yes, sir.¥

uRH

g : : dman, Gaston, Hodel.
Bec’y, Abrahemson, Akgin, Bernstein, Cohm, DuBois, Frie ,
Laug,hiin, Leeseru—l.uxi’or:i. Mann, Mannon, Marks, HeCormack, Paul, . “
Pollak, Bains, Sargoy, "mith, Standish, Stewart, Weinstein, H. D. ¥hite

Pehle, Filen N




C $%n pesalt of on arpen
zion of yoi

¢ in indmxe.
vivsd izasflate shavigy of
=in the cawater the United Byates Govetiiient kes
geaventend yapinossent of $ha Turkish oblp should 4% e
load an the voynge. Hogosindions o ohtaly esfd aanduad
feodi 4he appropriste guroriionds are helng caxvled on &b
s prossnt dive o : -

- i

1% lan beon indiesked by tho Fuwpklah Sovorment that o
- unless oquivalent tomnage 1a.chsxdersd 10 thom by ghe . T
tnited Braten Covernmeni, the vessel xoforred te will maks ..
oily omg trin bocmose of the shipplng shoxtegas :

Tho Yar Befugse Posvd 30 Srying o meoh tha Surkish
voquivomsnts a0 thet the vesssl will nalhs move than onre
3$tp  The Yar Thipping SMninistrobion has yoquseded
Ealloeh  $s Heditorranesn Feglonal BDivsobor. of - ¢ho Var
Shipping Muinistration; o onploro: the yessibillty that
the TEglians might be willing so-chavter $p ths Govatnuond
of Turkey one of thois yeesala if mrxangogents. for caryying
oud. tho wyacuation progras dn Lo whde. Hollcohy whe'ls
working thyough MRIED,  has acked London o Reguant Gikson
“Gpabam, ‘DFLvAsk ropronongativd on MADEG,: ¢o belp da £ 15
- gnfaavers - Vo soguent thet you eoumrsfidaie an soin .
posaible withitn Dritish Windsiny of ¥ar 8 '
o vidw to-obkaining Gikson Grelion‘s




Copy. of telegrasn Srom the Foreigz{ Office bo

Yiscount Halifax, dated March 30th, 1944

Hy Honourable friend will have taken note of the statel

ment made on Mareh 24th by President Roosevelt on the subjact

-of his question, and of the £act that His Majesty's Government
at. once wholeheartedly assooisted themselves with the United
States Qovernsent in this matter, Further action ie, now under
discussion between the United Sbates Government and lis Hajesty's
Government, and I wish now to tske this opportunity of mgking,
on behalf of His Mnjosty's Government, the following deolaration.

: Evidence gontinues to roath His Majesty's Government and,
I understand, Allied Governments, that the Haei policy of ex~
termination hae not been halted. The persscution of the Jews

has in particular been of unexpmpled horror and intensity, On
this His Majesty's Government, in coumon with their Allies, now
that the hour of Gormany’e defeat grows ever nearver and more
‘certain, can only repeat their detestation of Germany's opimes
and their detormination that all those guilty of them shall be
brought to justice, ’

But apart from direct guilt there 4s still indirect
participation in crime, Satellite’Goveramsnts who expol citizens
" to destinations named by Berdin must know that such actions are
tantanount to assisting in inhuman persecution or slaughter,
This will not be forgotten when the inevitable defeat of the
archeneny of Burope comes aboub,

Hepplly there are individuale and even offiecial subh-
orities smong the Satellites who have resisted the evil of
Gorwman -example end have ahown toleration and mércy. These things
ars known to the Allies, and in the hope of encouraging auch
good deeds and inereasing their number His Hajesty's Qovernment
ars aonscerned to make it clear that those who have followed the
right path will also not bs forgotten in the day of final reck-:
oning : .

) The time of respite is short, but there is still
opportunity for the mereiful to smltiply their acts of humanity,
and for the guilty to try to make amends for their deeds of
shame by releasing their victims and making, ao far as is
possible, restitution to them, His Kajesty's Government are
confident that thoy ave exprassing the sentiments of all the
Allled Governments in calling upon all the countries sllied
with or subjeot to Germany to join in preventing further per-
secutlon and co-operate in protesting and saving the innosent,
iile Majesty's Government, for their part, are firmly rosolved
to continue, in co~operation with all Qovernments and private
authorities concerned, to rescue and maintain so far as 1lies in
thedr power all those mensced by the Nami terror,




% MAR 29 1944

Ky deay Kr. Sscrebaxys

Roference is made to the President's atatiuent
of Herch 2k, 194k coneralnp the #urder of the Jews
and other perasouted peoplen by the Nemis and the Jeps.

I em gled Yo note that the Bribllah Foraign Qffice
fasued & shatement on the saims doy expressing the un~
qualified spproval of the British Government of the
President's statoments In my ‘opinion, the spproval of
the President's statement. or the. isenance of a sinilar
statement by the Russfan Government is most lmportant,
particulerly dn view of the military situatios in the
Palkans, Susch astion by the Rudsian Guvernment would
undoubtedly have considsrable-influence on the leadere °
and paople in Rusanie, Bulparis and Hungerys . -

Ascordingly, I would appreciate if you would advise
me what action hes beon takar'to- date toward this end,
and if nons hao Leeén takeny X suggest that consideration
bo glven %o telcing inmbdiate steps in this diresbions

1also suggest that condidsration be given to the
gn:zer of obtaining similar astion by &1 of the United

atlontie-

Ib would bo appreclated if your Departmsuh would
kesp me hdvised of 11 devolopuents in this regirdy

Vary truly youra,
(8tumod) 2.W, Pehle

-

Jy Wy Pehle
‘Exacubive Diractors

The Honorable

T Seeretary of Btutay:

Junjieor< 3B




pARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM'SENT [eepg tcy
¢

TROR: Secretary of State, Washington
TO: AmJQBA~uY London

DATED: sarch 25, 194hL, 9 P.W.

ey CONTROL COPY

7 The message given Delow refers to our telegrams 6f
Tebruary 29 sand March 10, 1944, nos. 1503 and 1812,
which partiélly presents the steps the Var Refugee Board
has teken or is orepared to toke in order to implement
the Board's announced polictes. The more detailed state~

ment given below is for the British and refers to ¢

remittances of funds and similar transactions which have

been authorized following the War Refugee Board's
recommendation.

Relief and specific resoug projdots:

A number of private organizations in the United
States have been granted authority to varry on_evacua-
tion énd relief operations in oocupieﬁ Furope., TFollow-
ing the Board's redommendation, the Tpeasury Department
has issued licenses granting the representatives of these
organizatlons in switzerlend permission to finange thelr
operations by aoqgirihg the requiéite:local ourrenocy if
neocessary from. persons in eneny territéfy agalnst the

payment -of free exchange and to carry on suoh“qommnnioa->
tions &s may be necessary with per ?98 in . enemy territory.

. DECLASSIFIED
- < . e . Btate Dept: Letter, 1-11-72 The Board'

By R B Parks’ e SER 13719
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The Board, Treasury and State Departments have taken the
position that in these cases t%: main consideration is
the saving of lives and that this is paramount to the
possibilit& that certain amounts of free exchsnge wmay
become avallable ip enemy territory. Among the relief
and rescue project; the éieoution of whioh has been
facilitated by the Boerd and which have been sponsored
by ovrivate orgag}zations are the followlng:

1. Evacuation from France to Switzerland.

(a) Evac&étion of Abandoned Jewish Chiiﬁren.
There has been issued Q license for one rescue pro-
gram involving abandoned children in hiding4n
France numbering several thousand whg may be deported
to Poland in the near future, Attempts afe being
made to sustain and keep alive these dhilﬁren in
Trance but they cennot be brought into Switzerland
in la?gg numbers until some assurance is received
by the Swlss Government that the children will be
removed afier the hostilities e;d. The Bdard has
proposed that this Government zive the Swiss
assursnces that American visas will be granted %o

a,Ooorehildren_fpom Frence entering Switzerland

and that removals will be gréntéd for these visas

{2
nseessary.
{v) The
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(b) The removal of Polifical and Christian

Refugees and Scholars. Alsdi steps have been itaken
by the Board to facilitate the operations which
geveral private organizations are carrying out
designed to rescue and give rellsf to political
and Christian refugees and scholars who have beeh
unable to leave France. Upon the reoommendgtion
of the Board, the Treasury issued licenses to make
funds available in Switzerland for use in carrying
forward thls program. .

{c) - World Jewish Congress Program., With the

aid of the Board, the World Jewish Congress has

‘worked out a program to evacuate refugees into

North Africa, Switzerland and Spain from Rumanla
and France., The Treasury Department has issued

licenses authorizing the necessary operation up to

a total cost of $100,000 of which smount $25,000 ,

hes already been sent to Switzerland.

2. Evaogﬁtion from Poland to Hungary.

Between the War Refugee Board and the Uniom

of Orthodox Rabbiq of ‘the United States and Canada
~ there has been worked out a plan to evacuate Jews
~ from Poland to:Hungary, In Hungary: there are per-

- sons who are in a position to ald refugees acrois

the Polish border into Hungary where there.1ls
R - alrgady




By

aiready & large Jewish community to help the
refugees and ald them to biﬁome absorbed into the
Hungarian ecconomy, The Union has been granted
suthorization to communicate with and transmit
funds to these persons. To meet the requirements

of this plan, $100,000 has been sent to Switzerland.

3. Program for Feeding Internees in Croatisa,
Hungery,.xunania end Czeohoslovak 8.

i

e The Internstional Red Cross ‘has informed the
Intgggt ernmental Committes of an urgent need for
funds to purchase foodstuffs for distribution to
internees in Czechslovakia, Rumania,:ﬂungaryiand
Croatia, A large private organizatioﬁ in the

.United &tates provided $100,000 at‘onoe after an
approach was made by the Board., Under Treasury
Department license, this sum has been remitted to
switzerland whioch permits the buying of the required
foodstuffs not only in neutral gountries dbut in

Hungary and Rumanie as well.

L. Plans for the Relief of Refugees in Shan ghai‘

Relief is preaently being administered to 10,000
stranded refugees in Shanghel nursuant to lioensges
granted by the Tressury Department at the request of
the Board to two private orgenizations., Authorization ‘
1a given by these 11censes for the borrowing of funds-

in Shanghai against a promiséj;or rgimbursement after

- phe_Wér's end_ o -




“Bavoh 17, 1944

5:16 p.m, '
¥y, Yarren

Ry, Palle
I8 vi11 Ve apprestated Af you will have the adtached atvgranm
from the Var Refugee Board to Ankassador Winant in London dlepatched

a$ onse,

{In1t1aled) 3, W




AIRGRAM TO WINANT, LOSDON FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD

' ‘Reference is made to cur Hos 1503
of March 10, 1944, which et forth, in pert,
Boerd hae taken and is prepared 4o teke dn

peldoies. The £
with respect to
been authoriged
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from France ond Rupanda into Spain, Switserland, and North -
Afrdca, Appropriate licences have been issued by the
Treasury Dopartment autherising the necengary cperations:

vp to a total éost of $100,000, of whichr:§25,000 has already
been sent to Switierland. )

2, Emous kg

.- The Wap Refugee Bomyd has worked outy with the Unian of
Orthodax Rabbds of the United States uns Canada, a program to
evaouste Jowp from Poland to Hungavys The Union has been
mutharized to oammnicate with and to senmd funds to persons
in Rungory who ave in a popltion to assist refugees in
orcsping the Polish borders into Hungery where a large Jewish
dommnity 4s ready to help the refugees and aid in their

" absorbtion imto the Hungerian econcmy. $100,000 has been -

sent to Switzerland to cover these operations.

The Internaticnel Red Uross hap indicated to the intﬂswmm
Gosndttae $n London dts urgens nded far funds to mirchase foodstuffs

- far dlateibution 40 internces in Rumenda, Hungary, Croatin and

Czsolicelovakin, The Board thereupon approached d largs private
orgenization dn this country which agreed to. provide $100,000 at

‘once, Thie sum has been remitted to Switzerland under a Treasury.

nt ligengs vhich permite the purchase of the needed

Dopoxtne ] : -y
foodstuffs in Hungery and Rumania as well us dn neutral countries,

4+ Baldef of Befucess in.Shanshad

Rolof 1s presently being affondsd to 10,000 sirandsd ¥ofugess

in Bhe suant to licenzes grented to two private orgonizations
by the e Depertment at the Board?s request, Thess liosnzes

euthorize the borrowing of funde 4n Shanghal against a promise to
repey after the conelusion of hoetilitdes.. i

]
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. London, Englend, Haroh 23, 1944

)(
Wo. i4, 683
BY AIR POUSH -
Economlg Warfave (Blookade) Series: FWo. 839
Suhjee?{: ¥eating held at M.E.W. on March 16;
4 1944 %o discuss the posaible reaeptlon

14 Swibzeriand of children from German-
oeeupied -covntries. '

bt

The Honorsble
. The Besrstary of &Stale.
waghington, B.C.

Sie:

I have %he honor uo refar to the MHmbasay’s tele%rm
Ho.. 327 of Junuary 15 and to tresiemii aix aoples of the
minutes of a meeding held at the Miniatry of Loohomlio Way-
Care on Merch 18 o aiscuss with theo Swiss the possibillty -
‘of the reception in Switzerlend of children from German- -
cccupled counteies. :

Priop Ho the autwan of 1942, sbout 23,000 children
wers recelved ln Swibzerlend from various parts of Europe;
the children usually vemalning in Swiltzerland for: three
months and then reduraing ¥o theiy hemea.. According to

. the Swiss, transportation dif'lcultles were principally re-
sponsible for the terminatler of this scheme in. 1848 and
vemain the chlef .obstacle %o & renewal of this:schema -or
the institution of a similar ouns. R :

Altheugh the Sulss think that the German Government i
i awapo of the Swisgs domirs to redelvs sdditional children;
no officlal approsch has yot Leen mede to the Uerman- Govern-
i mont. - When- asked whether bhelr Government would now be
. prepay..i:to approsch the CGerman Qovernment officlally on
i thia mahter, Professor 1(0113;~ and Dr. Rezzaxy.ae ‘promised to
. nutk the suggestion to Barn. o

» o Respactfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

tfare Adams- R
Second  Secretary. of Embaasy -
Esonomic Warfare Division -
S Enolosuras ' : T '

o ,6’mimipgtax_)ped. cdpigé vi’o.,f ;ADOVG&m@ptibnoi-»;aihuta:; Eh

' gupgested dié‘gg-wut%on b;ﬁhe-Da artment:” ..
" Forelgn Eoonomle Adninigtrallon, ,ﬂ‘aaggng@on:‘ S

ateh s
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. Record of meating held at
the Ministry of Economic Warfare on March 16th, 1944.

Presentt-

sr. D. K. Foot (4n the Chair) )
dr, Bliss )
¥r. Camps & ) )
Mr, Seebohn - )

K.EMN,

Mr. I. L. Honderson, Refugee Department, F. O.
Mr, J. Bowering, Foreign Office. %

‘8ir H, Emerson Intergovernmental Committee on Eofngou.
Dr, Kuhlmann :

Hr, Riefler
Ur, Ware Adans E. W. Division Awerican Embassy.
Miss Camp

Professor Keller )
Dr, Resgonico ) Swiss Legation.
M. J. de Rhan )

cl\

: Mr, Poot, in explaining that the purpose of the mesting was to
discuss the possibility of the reception in Switgzerland of further children
from German-occupied countries, sald that the attitude of the British
and United States Governments was set out in the Yetter he had sent

to M., Thurnheer on 16th September last. He wanted to say that, realis-
ing what a very heavy burden Switzerland ie alveady carrying in the
matter of refugees, thers being a total of at least 69,000 already in
Switserlsnd, H.M.G, greatly sppreciated the attitude of the Swiss
Government in being ready to consider an even further burden, When the
matter was recently discuesed in Berne by H.M. Uinister and the Swise
Government, we had bsen given a very syspathetie reply.

There wers three things that ought to be considered - firstly
how far the Swies Government considered that it could contemplate the
reqsption of further children, secondly what additional imports would
be needed through the blookade ianto Switserdand either nowor at a
later stage in order to maintain such ohildren; and thirdly what sp-
proach, or what form of approach, 1t might be neceasary to make to
the. Oerman Government, and possibly to the acting governments in oo-
cupied countrien, ’

Professor Keller said that the Swiss were very glad to do what
they had dens. About 23,000 children had been recsived, from different
parts of Burope, and the Swiss hed fed and clothed them from their own
resources, Tho Swiss Government were ready to-continue the work on a
larger scale, and at the moment saw no nesessity to ask for gddition~
sl s, I st AT, 8ay, 50,000 tIonal Ghildren were

tted, they would wish to approath us at a later stsge. In the
meentime he thought it a good and practical idea to continue the dis-
cussions as set out by Nr, Poot, . .-

5 bre n’_!micﬁ.ooncuco'
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p - Dr. Resgonico, after explaining the organization of the work,
. gaid thst they could take far more children if necessary. They had had
more applications from famllies in Switzerland to receive children
 than could be accepted. Families were ready to feed and clothe them
from their own resourses, and the organigations had made house-to-house
eolleations for coupons, which would be available if- more children

csme, (8cme of the children arrived very badly equipped in the matter
of clothing). But the main difficulty was transport. Since the autumn
1942 they had not been able to transport the children, despite approach-
es by the Swias Kinderhiefe Organigstion to organizations in other
countries, nor could they see any prospect of doing so.

To get matters moving, it might be necessary to spproach the
government of Germany and the local authorities in occupied countries;
this had not yet been done officially, and he would like our views on
how it should be done. -

In the diacussion which ensued the Swiss said that they thought o
the German (Government were probably aware of the position unofficially,
through their own Red Cross,

On being asked by Mr, Foot whether their government would be
prepared to make an offioclsl spproach to the German Government, Fro-
fessor Keller and Dr. Ressonlco promised to put the suggestion to them.

Dr. Reszonico explained that another diffleculty whioh had been
encounterad was the reluctance of some of the families to aliow the
children to go, becauss of the risk of acoldents, on the Journey, bomb-
ing, eto. He further sald that many of the children had to be removed
from their hosts' homes beoause of tuberculosis. and other dlisease.

. The question of seleotion of the children then arose. Prafessor
Keller said that the only qualifiocation they had was that of necgessity.
The children were judged by ill-health or poor surroundings. Had we any
other oriteria? Mr, Foot said that what we wanted to avoid was any of
the Quieling Goveramente having a voice in the selection, Mr. Risfler
said that he thought it would be easy for the Quisling Governments to
make sure that the children of anti~Quislings were not selected. Profes-
gor Keller sald that this was a question of the independence of the
local Red Cross and that he would seek eluocidadion of this point,

Profeesor Kellor then went on to say that Switwerland would like
to extend the scheme to all childran suffsring from the war, Although
they did not think that the Germane would wish to send their children,
they wished to maks the offer to them. Of course in the case of children
from Axis countrien they would not ask for help from us. My, Foot sald
that this was quite reasonable, but that if Jewlsh children from Axis
countries wore svacuated to Switserland, we should bs willing to help in
such cases,

Mr. Riefler asked if the selectors would have access to any part
of the territories concerned, and if, the governments of the territories
would have to be oonsulted first. Professor Keller said that this point
would have to oleared up,

HO vencessencnens
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He then went on to say that H,K.G. and U,5.,G. had offered Switzer-
land finsnoial help, but that they would not need this at present, as
they haed & large reserve from collections mede in Switzerland. They would
go on with the money at their disposal, and if necessary ask us for sup-
plementary imports, ’ o

: - EX
Mr, Bliss then raised the point of soarce gommodities, Much as we
" appreciated the offer of the Swiss not to approach us unless it was ab-
solutely nevessary, allocations hed to be made a long time ghesd, and
if the scheme went through it would be as well if the Swiss Government
made applications at once, even if the 30:!3 were not wanted at once,
It would be unflortunate if, becsuse they delayed, we were compelled to
refuse, Professor Keller said that the greatest need was for wool and
cotton, applicstions for which wers already under consideration at M.E.W.
If they could get quotas for thess goods, the children and the adult
refugess could be supplied from within this quota, Mr. Bliss thought
that the Swiss should particularly besr in mind the question of boots,
leather and hides, which they promlsed to do.

. .Hr, Foot then reverted to the question of numbers, and asked if
the figure of 50,000 was the one Frofessor Keller had in mind, Dr.
Regzzonico and Professor Keller sald that this figure could be considersd
later, They had had thousands of applications from families in Switzer-
iand for children - far more than gould bs satisfied. They were ready
to open their doors absclutely wide, and as far as possible to do it
out of their own means. With reference to the transport problem, of
course they would not have to consider 50,000 children at a time, but
successive batches, as when they had done the work before children Bad
been kept for 3 or 4 months and then sent back. Sir H, BEuerson asked
what was 1likely to be the maximim number of children in Switgerland, aut
of 50,000, st a time, but Dr., Regzonico sald that it ‘was difficult to
say. Mr, Poot said that it might very well happen that in the conditions
“that might arise in Europe this year it would be impossible to send the
children bsck, and what was to heppen then. Profogsor Keller said that
this eventuality would present no difficulty. Children had been kept
for longer periods before. The usual age of the children was from 6 to
16, but they had had bables in arms,

Mr, Camps sald that presumably the Swiss would not ask the Germsns
to approve a large-scale out-and-dried scheme, but merely ask them to -
approve batches of children at the time, Professor Keller sald they
would put it to the Qermans that they were ready to accept the children
and continue the work, If necessary he would ask his Government if they
would be prepared to make a direct approach to the Germens, They would
leave the question of a figure to Berme, They would also submit to
Berne:the possibility of discussing slternative programses - sither s
definite scheme covering so many children, or groups of children to
be got in as-possible,

Th® eovsvenns
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The discussion then centred round which countries should be se~
lected in view of the language difficulby. Mr. Cemps said that although
the Oermans had svinced no desire to send their children, their attitude
might be expeoted to undergo a chengs in the nesr future. Dr. Reszonico
said that this had not hsppened so far, but that it would help the gen-
oral scheme:to offer to. take Cerman children. )

Hr. Poot:asked whethor any other form of ‘housing had been.consid-
ored - such a8 cazps, ete. Professor Keller sald that on pravious
oceasions they had sent some children to campe in the Alps. They had
i . found that poor children who were recelved into wealthy homes went back
spoiled end discontented. Hrs. Sulser ond a group of her friends had
maintatned some ohildren in homee in the Alps, and the children wers
much happier there, under the care of a nurse.

fid

Sir Herbsrt Emerson asked if children would be considersd who had
lost their parents, or whoes parents had been deported or seat mway to
do foreed labour. Dr. Resgonico sald that they hed proviously had meny
ahildren who Knew nothing of the wheresbouts of their fesilies. lir. Bliss
suggested that the right definiticn was nghildren not under the cars of
their parenta® which covered orphens and refugeas.

_ Hr, Foot asked if it would be poseible to indicate to the select~
ors that they should look out particularly for Jewish children, and Mr,
Riefler said that if very few Jewish children arrived, it would mean
that the seleators wers not impartisl, and should be warned. Dr. Kulmann
explained that many of the Jewish children in the wast are in hiding,
and heve faked gentile ration cards and doouments. Any interference might
upset the existing state of things. - ’

After further discuealon it was dssided that "ghildren whose par-
ents are not in a position to give them proper care" should be recommend-
ed espeoially to the selectors. -




MAR 21 1944

Dear Mr. Taylor:
Thank you for your letter of
Mareh 18, trensmitting a oopy of aable No. 1711
of Mareh 2 fr;m London, egnoerning the d{;-
custion in the Hoube of Gbmmons on the Inteér-
. governmental Committee and the War Hefugae
Board. ' L

Sincersly yours,

(aisd) M. Morgentheu, Jr

8saretary of the Treasury.

The Honorable  /
" . Myron C. Taylor,
Washington, D. G,

L

" “JWPehletihn  8/20/44




March 18, 194k

aterial which I sent you
of Mdarch 17 concerning
ur attention to the

Sincerely yours,

b//?éaﬁVﬁovugdf

Myron C. Taylor
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London, March 18, 1944

- x
No. 14,848

SUBJECT: Excerpts for War Refugee Board

The Honorable )
The Secretary of State, %
Waehington.

Sir:

I have the honor to enclose herewith for the
Acting Executlve Director of the War Refugee Board,
various excerpts from records of the press sent in
responee to the Department'e telegram no, 1980 of
March 16, 1944. The telegram under reference contained
a request to Mr, Casaday from Mr. Pehle, and in the
absence of Mr, Casaday who is away on account of illness
the present enclosures are forwarded on hies behalf.

As being pertinent to the request of the Acting
Executive Director the following earlier communications
from the Embassy might also be referred to : telegram
918, February 2; despatch 13,619 February 10; telegram
1210 February 12, telegram 1292 February 12; telegram
1711, March 2. :

Respectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

v/
W, J. Gallman
Counselor of Embassy

Enclosures /

Mgncheeter Guardian, December 13, 1943,
"4 Report on Refugeses”.
v

2/
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2/ Manchester Guardian, December 17, 1043,
"The Refugees®.
z{/ Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons,
February 3, 1944.
4/ Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons,
~ February 4, 1944,
5/ Manchester Guardian, February 4, 1944,
"The U, 8. Refugee Board®.
6/ Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons,
February 9, 1944.
7/ Manchester Guardian, February 12, 1944,
twords and Action",
8/ Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons,
March lset, 1944, t
¥ 9/ The Times, March 2, 1944, House of Lords
Debate. %*
| 10/ Manchester Guardian, March 3, 1944,
‘ *The Refugee Debate'.

-
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SOURCE: PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, KUMBER
House of Commons,
3 February 1944.
London. Cols. 1392-1393.

.~ ENEMY REFUGEES N : =
" - (ORGANISATIONS)

-44. Major Petherick asked the Secretary :
of State for the Home Department whether .
the will give a list of organisations owned .
or, manned by German refugees; and
whether such refugees gave, on entering
the United Kingdom, undertakings not: to
engage in political activities.

Mr. H, Morrisons Organisations. of
which the members, or a substantial pro- .
portion -of -them, are racial or political %
refugees from Germany—or, indeed, from
other Europgan countries—vary widely in
their character, purpose and size. - Some,
for example, are charitable, others cul- i
tural or social, while ofbers again may
have political aims of varlous kinds. I do B
not think it would serve any useful pur-
pose to publish a list of such crganisations.
Refugees were not required on coming
here to give an undertaking to refrain from
political activities, but as guests in this
couniry they are, of course, under. a
special obligation not to engage in. politi-
calactivities which will ibe résented by our
people or may be unhelpful or embarrass-
ing to the war effort of the United Nations.

*

Major Petherick: Is my right hon.
Friend aware that some of these orgapisa-
tions, either consciously or unconsciously,
are doing the work of Dr. Goebbels in
trying to persuade the people of this
country that the Germans are an honest,
industrious people, and must be let down
very lightly when the war is won? -

Mzr. Morrison: 1 was not aware of that.
There are various. tendencies; and I think

i it is undesirable for these: organisations
- ¢ to get involved in activities that are con-
: troversial in our domestic- sense, but I do
not think there is very much to worry
about.

Mr, Silverman: - Does-my right hon.
Friend think there is any real harm in a
German who has escaped from his country
because he does not sympathise with the
regime there trying to persudade others, if
hé-can, that those governing.:Germany
now*are not ‘governing wi{t:}x ‘the consent

f R T A . B
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,
House of Commons,

HUMBER :

4 Pebruary 1944.

London. Cols.

;1575 Landlord and Tenant

Mr. Tomlinson: That question ‘was dealt
with on the Second Reading.

Dr. Thoshas: 1 only want it shade
clear. :

Mr., Tomlinson: The answer to my hon.
Friend’s question would be that all this
Bill does is to ensure that, in any time
of misfortune, a percentage of those who
are more unfortunate than others. will

. Teceive consideration, whatever the posi-
tion of the -country may be.

Question, " That the Bill be now read
the Third time,”” put, and agreed to.

Bill read the Third time and passed.

LANDLORD AND TENANT (REQUISI-
TIONED LAND) BILL. [Lovds.]

Considered in Committee.
{Mr. CuaRLES WILLiAMS in the Chair ]

CLAUSE I.—(Modification of obligafi
under repairing covenants in respect
of damage occurring during a requisi-
tion of leaseholds.)

The Solicitor-General (Major Sir David
Maxwell Fyfe): 1 beg to move in page I,
line 11, to leave out ' where,” and to
insert
““if the lease determines while possession of
the land is so retained, or if.”

This Amendment deals with the position
when the lease in question ends, during
_the requisitioning of the land. There may
be circumstances arising between the end
of the legse and the end of the requisition-
ing ‘period, which prevent the landlord
recovering compensation, and still make
it unfair that he should recover under the
covenant against the tenant. An obvious
example is where the Crown, as requisi-
tioning authority, instead of paying the
landlord the compensation does the repaits
which were necess to the Tand. . It
would be quite unfair, in those circum-
stances, that the landlord should have a
right against his tenant, but that right
would crystallise at the end of the period
of the lease. We, therefore, suggest by
this Amendment that the right under the
Covenant should be taken away_ in these
circumstances, .and. we believe . this. to.be
fair because the covenantor at any rate
cau pever get the compensation.

Arfiendment agreed to:

4 FEBRUARY sg4y

_said, evacnated from Gibraltar.

1576-1582.

1576

Clause, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

Rémaining Clauses ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

‘Bill reported with an Amendment; as
amended considered. .

Motion made and Question proposed,
** That the Bill be now read the Third
time."—(King’s consent signified.)

Bilt read the Third tinie and passed,
with aff7Amendment, .

GUARDIANSHIP (REFUGEE
CHILDREN) BILL

Order for Second Reading read.

The Under-Secretary of State for the
Home Départiment (Mr. Peake): I beg to
tnove, ‘“ That the Bill be now read a
Second tife."’

The' purpose of this Bill is clear from
jts title, There are, approximately,
12,500 children now in this country who
have come here either as’'war refugees—
that is to say children from the Channel
Islands -or Gibraltar—or else on account
of persecution on the Continent of
Europe. Approximately 8,500 children
came here in the years 1936-1939 from
Central Europe under arrangements made
by the Refugee Children’s Movement, and
3,500 have come hiere from the Channel

Bill {Loyds]

_Islands since the outbreak of war. There

are still abbut 400 of the children who
came to this country during the Spanish
civil war, and there are a few, as I bave
There
is nobody af the present time who stands
in the place of a parent to.these children.
- We all know from our -experience the
troubles that arise through lack of parental
control, but.in regard to these children it
is+not so much that the children them-
selves have been in mischief; it is that -
there is no authority to-settle questions
which arise from time- to time concern-
ing them. There are, for example, dis-
putes as to their custody. These:children
have-been found ‘homes, - voluntarily for
the ‘most part, . in’ithis:country. -~ Some-
times the home is, in the view .of the
persons who brought the child-here, un-
satisfactory. and it amay-ibe desirable:for
the child to be moved, -; But’theré is no
one who can insist on that ‘being;done.
‘Again; in.the'case’oF younhg pefsons de-
sirous -of ;getting married under the Jegal
age, the consent of a_parent ‘or guardian
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[Mr. Peake.]- . -

is neces and there is no-person by
whom such consent can be given. - There
is also, of course, the-difficult .question—
in regard to which certain Jewish
organisations have recently expressed
some anxiety—of the religious education
of these children.

The Bill provides, in Clause 1, Sub-.
section (1), that the Home Secretary may
appoint a guardian to any person who
fulfils the conditions laid down in that
Clayse. These are, first, that the person
came here after the end of 1936 in conse-
quence of the war or of religious, racial
or political persecution; secondly, that
there is no parent of the child in the

. United Kingdom and, thirdly, that the
child has not attained the age of 21 years
or, in the case of a female, is already
married. Sub-section "(2) provides that,
where a guardian is appointed under this
Bill, that guardian shall, to a certain
extent, be able to delegate his powers to
such societies or persons as he considers
suitable to act on his behalf.

I want to make it quite clear that it
is not the intention under this Bill to
appoint separate individual guardians for
each child. "“There is'a large number of
children here, and if the Home Office had
tp pick individual guardians for each
¢hild, and satisfy - itself " that * these
guardians were carrying out their duties
properly, we would have  set up a
separate administrative division of the
Home Office. What wé intend to do is
to' appoint suitable persons for suitable
groups” of children, “and, for that reason,
we desire the.appointed guardians to have
certain : limited powers of delegating
responsibility.  Of-course, "if any im-
portant. question -arises awhich: affects the
welfare of the child directly, ‘then a duty
will lie upon the guardian to give personal
consideration to the case. - Sub-section (4)
of Clause 1 provides for the revocation of

. the appointment 'of a guardian by the
Home Secretary 4t any time, and it im-
poses a-duty upon my right hon.*Friend
to revoke the appointment if the parent of .
the ‘child {at -anyuitime applies.”  It-is
always possible -that the parents of these
childrénwill turnrup,sor:that, they /may
+be . ‘able:i‘thetnselves ' to -make - certain
arrangemierits. ... In 4hat .case,”. upon -

application, the: Home. Secretary : will
revoke’the. appointment of the nbminatéd

guatdian. e s % v

Guardianship (Refuges HOUSE OF COMMONS

Children) Bill

Mr.- Montague-
or may? = .

il
. Mr. Peake: The precise Wwords of the Fform
T Hsponsible for themsgfi-ar -as ™Ay
their parent:

Clause are these:
‘* He shall revoke such appointment on the

application -of a parent bf the “ward unless §

he is satisfied that proper ‘atrangemieits have
not been made by the parent for-the care
of the ward.” cix - .
I think that ‘is satiffactory. We also
make it clear. in thé Clause that the
powers of the High Cotrtrin felation to
guardians are fully retdined,. that is to
say, on application o' the High - Court
a guardian may be rémoved: by the High
Court. The proposals in the Bill do.not,
in any way, override or interfere with
the duties and responsibility of the High
Court in regard to the guardianship of
the child.. .I" doi not’iragine’ there are
any otherpaintsin theé. Bill:Which hon.
‘Members would® wish -me-to refer to. at
this stage, but if thete are either I, with
the:leave of.the:Housg; or my. right hon.
and learned Friend the Solicitor-General
will do our best to explairi them.

Commander King-Hall (Orinskirk): In
regard to the -appoirntment® of
-guardians, is the . Home. Office: li
be in touch with certain
specially concerned: with childr
in mind ** The Save the Childfe

Mr. Peake: Most certainly. - We hav
consulted all the organisations ‘corinected
with these childfen in preparing this:Bill.
They are all favourable to -the proposals
in the Measure and.we shall ¢onsult-them
in -regard to’the appointment of guard-
fams, R e

Mr. Mazxton (Glasgow, Bridgeton): It
seems that there is.to be'a sort of public
trustee for ref}xgeé. children, ~What:sort
of person has!the right hon. Géntleman
in mind? Is it to be' a public-official?
""Mr. Butcher (Holland-with-Boston): 1

do not want to detaiiy t}i6" Houdg for- mofe

than a minde - ;
recognises- that: this
per 'Bill to_brin
iakés ‘one'* wor
have hinage
‘Pregent; - beck f
“bieh consideralls ‘diffcul
‘elucidation, "T'°would”liké
Solicitér-Gengral 16 éxplatn’
idea of block* guardianship.”
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oming from -the Channel Islands,- put
mder the care.of some responsible citizen
orm those Islands, who: will -be re-
ponsible for ‘them or, -alternatively,” will
hey be allocated, so far as may be; with

Bfriends and Telatives of their parents who .

ave no local standing but who are on
erms of friendship® and intimacy with
them? = Another question I would like-to
ask is about the guardianship of those
children- who are not of British nation-
ality. Is it proposed that the guardians
ppointed for them shall be of British
nationality, -or persons ofthe country of
origin from which the country came?

. The Solicitor-General (Major Sir David
Maxwell Fyfe): With regard to the
appointment of guardians there will be
clear and obvious groups into which the
‘children will fall—the "Channel Islands
group, the Czech group and so on—and
they will, of necessity, be divided into

i geographical groups accérding to W,l,ié‘re

( oﬂﬁs’dﬂ(} : In

appointment of

ome Office e
Certain organ;
With children. 1 have

likely to

Children T und.”’

po:
onsult them
t of guard-

.Bl‘idgéton): It
2 sort of public
en,

0 be a publip official?
(HoHand-withTBoston): I

ouse for more

thiey are situated. The ' supplemenfary
idea is that there will be guardians for
the children who are in different- parts
of the coun In answer to my hon,
Friend the Member for Bridgetpn s
Maxton) as to the type of person, thé
suggestion is that the people. who have
been doing this voluntary work, with
great success and sacrifice- and kindness
on their part, ‘will be used for this pur-
pose. I think it would be co jent
that they should be ‘of British nationality,
but the overriding idea in’their’ selection
will be to use people who Have already
d'ev;;(ted themselves to this admirable
work.

Sir Percy Harris (Bethnal © Green,
South-West): I-want to impress on the
Home Office the . great importance of a
Bill of this kind. It is.one of the great
tragedies of .the 'war that thousands of
people  throughout occupied countries
have lost contact “with their” parents'dnd
telatives:' T have no doubt that the Home
Office have in-inind ‘that; -as: thé enemijr
are: driven-further -back. and.we open-our

number of refugeechildren may be
thrown on-our hands, : This is . wark: of
mercy; -and I -would: like to’congrafulate
the Home Office on hdving

to. bring in_this -Bill

factor d (
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From my own knowledge, I can say
that some magnificent work has been, and
is being, done by people in this country in
looking after children‘who have lost their
homes and parents. Nevertheless, ‘there

-is -a. danger—and I am sure the Home

Office is awarg of it—of unsuitable people

becoming .thé guardians. of these children.

The’point.about block guardians ought to

be cleared up. Have the Government in

migd groups of persons and organisations -
being made guardians or will individuals

in"every case be personally responsible?

The "idea of farming out their respon:

sibility is rather distasteful. If they do

this, they have.a responsibility to see that

the persons. who take over are .equally

competent. At a time when there is a great

shortage of persons free to do this work,

and when almost every married woman
is' up-to "hér éyes in" work-‘at thomne ‘and ~

elsewhers, it must be very difficultto find
suitable people. It makes the task of
the Home Office very difficalt. What we
-all wisk to ensure is that nobody should
exploit this avork for financial gain,

-Mr, Lipson (Cheltenhdm): As many of
these children are of the Jewish -faith I
would" ik make one or two ‘observa-
tions"on this:matter. I agree with what
niy - right hon'™ Friend the Member for
Souith West' Béthnal Greén (Sir P. Harris)

1i Tegard 'to thecate which: js being
y so"'many people

in striking” con:
trast-to. v \
in‘less happy”
hag’takén place 7 cou
Urope, i sh'children’ have, un-

r 3 *Therefore,” itis all the
miore necessiry to Safeguard, the religions

faith "of ‘those 'fho'have, been “fortunate

-I wquld like the Govern
sééjfanos What'profit

be 'madé;" 18" priacticable; to'see
that these <children are- enfn‘l'slfd-’ to

religious’ifaith

<children,iso: far: his; 18 k1 fan
JJewishchildren -here-have. been:living, in
Cliristiah*households i and 7 Xt ‘know,: how
extremely;¢argful-their hos en. to
sée that.ithe:children’\were able:to follow
‘their ‘ov i
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[Mr. Lipson.]
perhaps because-opportunities ior Jewish
observance were not easily accessible, felt
it was right for thé"children to attend other
places of worship and who have acted Inv
a way which has been disturbing to those
who wish these children to Be brought up
in the faith of their pa.rents Therefore,
I should like to ask my right hon. Fri¢nd
if the religions authorities of the Jewish
-community are being consulted about the
choice of guardians for Jewish children
and if everything will be done fo safe-
guard the religious fajth of these children.
We are all-extremely gratéful for what has
been done in looking after the material
side of these children’s lives and we hope
that " their spiritual welfare will not be
neglected

Mr. Montague; I do not find in the Bill
any Special attention being - given to
religious education, as applying not only
to Jews but to other sections as,well. I
do not know whether the:Pazliamentazy
Secretary has anything further to say on
the matter.

Mr. Peake: New arrivals of cfuldren in
this country will, of ¢ourse, be covered: by
the Bill. We jntend.foappoint sepirate

guardxans for large groups of children,

but the guardians will not be. corporat
bodies or committees. They will. b}

dividuals ‘with :a high degree’ of personal

responsibility for the welfare of :the child-
ren. There will, certainly, be different
guardians for the different national groups,
glmsh Czech, German and so, forth,
ere may also be separate guardians
according to .the geographical situation of
the children, that is to say, whether they
are in Scotland, Englind or -
Ireland, butq th ;3

have not yet selected the pe
to be appomted

Guardianship -(Refuges HQUSE OF COMMONS

“thesé children. are-fully .conscious of the

SOURCE:
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their religious -pérsuasion- and:- that -care
slmuld be takentqensure-that- children

igious -
training and shall not be, sub]ected o any
form of.proselytising which:wauld be ob-
noxious to the views of the réligious body :
to which:the child’s pareqts belong. .The :
organjsafions responsible ‘for the care of

importance: 6f this consideration-and there
has been: no-failuré on:theix, part'to keep |
this pﬂnmple prommenﬂy. in mijnd; but

1. b ‘provisien “in
the Bill is, finnecessary and it

is ‘undesirable to attempt to, einbody” the
piinciple. in: the: S 1:he

" Memhers: will:
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- care is. apparently hemg

‘cised. upon. .choosing: one upon!

\vpom the_initiation of, a. forward
volicy will'so Jargels

I many quar- |
the view -is’that .the bodrd. is;
to” be something more:|
thﬁn an: Ametican paraliel - to the:
sh - Goverriment's Sub-Commititee:
fugee auestions,: which ‘Body:
! teht lnitlaﬂ\ré it Hhi

that ‘whiitevér may have been thie jmme.
diate reasons for its mceptxon, the
Board wxll hecome instrumental in‘the’

gr ve'refugee policy, -

" Some’ reform -of_present method

‘rgently asked o

American’ Jéwry, bt alsa by, the &

Whelminy mgioritv otih Tiberal-mind
elegtorat hanges:
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1739 Private Business 9 EEBRUARY 1944 " Oral Answers 1740
Cross Committee. They can only make

i HOUSE OF COMMONS. inquiries and give reporis with the full
knowledge and approval of the Japanese

Wednesday, gth February, 1944 authorities. The approximate number of

prisoners of war from the British
. Commonwealth who are in Japanese

OFFICIAL REPORT hands is estimated to be T40,000. As’

. . regards reasonable treatment, 1 regret

that on the information at present in the

[Mr. SPEAKER in the Chair] Government's possession I cannot go be-

S l yond what I said in the earlier statement.
— The good offices of the So(\irieii Gm{]em—

ment have been sought, am ave been

PRIVATE BUSINESS forﬂxcorh*mg in connection with the des-
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AND DERBYSHIRE patch of prisoner of war correspondence
Tracrion Bir and also the forwarding of relief supplies

Second Reading deferred t}’ll first Sitting  through their tertitory.

Day after 20th February. Sir A. Knox: Will. my right hon. Friend
assure us that he will continue to take
every possible step to help our people out

ORAL ANSWERS TO there? Ce
QUESTIONS - Mr. Eden: I can gladly give that assur-
ance. 1 only wish we could do more.

! _ . Mr. Sorensen; Has.the right hon.

Gentleman any information to show that

PRISONERS OF WAR (JAPANESE our prisoners g’f war in the southern part

i TREATMENT) are now. being transferred to the northern

1. Major-General Sir Alfred Knox asked part?

o Crovotems -r 0T T Mr, Eden: Perhaps the hon. Member
will put that question down.

Mr. Shinwell: When the right hon.
Gentleman said the Russian Govern-
merit's good offices were fqrthcoxning, did
that mean they were doing’ everything .
possible in the matter? . B L

Mr. Eden: I haye deseribed what th{ey
have done in respgct of transmitting corre-
spondence and forwarding relief supplies.

Of course, our Tépresentations have to go

through the Protegting. Power.

Captain Gammans: - Could not the
Russian Government: be asked to be Pro-
tecting Power so far as these prisoners are
concerned} .

Mr. Leach: Can-the right hon. Gentle-
man say whether thie total of 140,000,
includes civilian prisoners and, if so, wha
are the réspective numbers? .

Mr. Eden: 1 cannot give the detailed ;
figures withiout notice. If the hon. Mem- |
ber .will put down’ a Question I will: give i
him an answer. : :
Fhix T

it

AR -REFUGEKS' (RELIEF
MEASURES) R
2/ Mr. Lipson asked the Secrétary: of
State for Foreign -Affairs.if*his attention
Az

)
i
i
i
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[dir, Lipson.}

has been drawn to the decision of Presi-
dent Roosevelt to appoint a War Refugee
Board to frame plans and inaugurate
measures for the Tescue, maintenance and
relief of the victims of enemy oppression
and the establishment of havens of tem-
porary refuge; and will he consider the
advisability of setting up a similar board
in this country to co-operate with the one
in U.S.A.

Mr. Eden: Yes, Sir. I am informed
that President Roosevelt has established
a War Refugee Board, consisting of the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of War. The
object of the Board, stated in the Presi-
dent’s Execulive Order, is to take all
measures to rescue the victims of enemy
oppression who are in imminent danger
of death and otherwise afford such victims
all possible relief and assistance consistent
with the successful prosecntion of the war.
This is an aid in the pursuit of which,
within the same unavoidable limitations,
His Majesty’s Government have for some
considerable time past been closely co-
operating with the Government of the
Uniled States, and I am happy to take
this opportunity of re-afirming Hiss

~ Majesty’s Government’s earnest desire
g@&@%&%ﬁm
themselves with the United States Govern-
jms  whic e DPresident has set
ore . In this country the primary
Fesponsibility for refugee questions rests
with the Foreign Office which acts in close
co-operation with the other Departments
concerned, particularly the Home Office /
and the Colonial Office. As the House
has alrcady been informed, a Cabinet
Committee on Refugees was set up some
time ago and comprises the Ministers in
charge of the Departments principally
concerned. mmngﬁ%
to set up any additional organisation, an
7 50 Tar as infernational acton is con-
cerned, it is to be noted that the Presi-
dent's Executive Order speaks of using
existing international organisations, in
particular U.N.R.R.A. and the inter-
Governmental Refugee Committee.  This
is also the policy which His Majesty’s
Government is fully determined. to follow.
Mr. Lipson: Can my right hon. Friend

say whether the machinery for this
purpose, which has been set up by the

COMMONS Oral Answers 1742

Government, is, in his opinion, really as
effective as that created by the President
of the United States, in view of the fact
that this American Board has a director
with special responsibilities in the matter,
who is able to get into touch wth the
diplomatic representatives of foreign
countries?

Mr. Eden: We think so but, of course,

. each country has its own particular

method.

Miss Rathbone: Can the right hon. Gen-
tleman claim that a strictly private Cabinet
Committee is at all equivalent to this
American Board, with its carefully defined
position, its frequent access to the Presi-
dent and its executive director? Wil he
not consider appointing somebody analo-
gous lo that board?

Mr. Eden: 1 have considered it. The
hon. Lady knows our machinery perhaps
better than anyone, and knows that this
War Cabinet Committee has a responsi-
bility to the Foreign Office. We think that,
on the whole, that is the best way.
——

= =

Eouse of Cur~
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kinds, but the great maj
Jews, and one says eighted
heeduse that is roughly th
duritie which the policy of

slight signs that hére and
full fury of the Terror has’ recently
been abated it~ h

cut with .the * old ferocxty.

Deninark and in France, for mstance,
children between the ages ‘of iwo
and twelve have been ” seized,
‘herded together, .and deported to

saineé sort of working machine,
'should Tend our aid by appointing:;
géneral Director here and. spec

} more freely “opéning Q\)r own
country, since: about" the- ~-admigsion
of refugees we remain’ obstinately
and- discreditably mean. It'is never
possible to say much openly about
what is being done, or may he
_done, in neutral countiies Test the
German spite discharges yet more
poison, but one has only to

what Sweden has done for Norwegxén'
refugees and for the Danish Jews to

the “unknown destinations “which
almost certainly mean death:’ It'is
now fourteen months since the House
of Commons stood in silence to.show timulated to understand that
its condemnation of such horrors, But, | ‘ally Britain  expects them
apart from very slight changes:in-our to encourage the escape of Balkan
own immigration -rules ‘and some refugees 6vér- their borders, and
slight and unspecified efforts in every effort " should be 'made to
neutral countries, all that has been explam t6 ‘the now hesitant satelhtes:
done is to hand over the work of hoiW ‘care
rescue and relief to the Inter- quest
Governmental Committee in London. [one;o ]
This body, consisting of a .large {We ‘should announce that Palestine
nugber of Governments and not even {¢antiof -4nd will not be ‘shut to
yet fully constituted;is little likely | T aftér the present limit Yor
to get at the insistent, practical Work | immigrants -is reached.. No- single
that is needed, however able and|one of these expedients will do
willing may be its officials. . The | much in itself, but practised all
main responsibility must necessarily | together they would reduce the sum
be with Britain and the United States. of misery

To rely on this antiquated machme
crawling and creaking its slow way
along, is to show. that we have ‘never
recognised this t6 be an urgent
problem, though urgency is its
essence. .

At this moment President Roosevelt
has taken a step which holds out the
promise of that sort of practical a¢tion
which has hithertu been largely

realise how much more an energetic
British-American policy -could still
lish. The Turks alsp should

is being watched, There is’

ma.lc status

they are to°yidrk:abroad “in places
3 where it is Ij ely thiat assista

lished a War Refliges- Board “¢p
sisting of the Secretary of State "(Mr.
Hull), the Secretary of thé ;
(M, Morgenthau) and’
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1455 Reinstatement in

person shall be re-cngaged. 1f it were left,
as it was originally, so that the obligation
of re-engagement might have been
satisfidd by employing a man for a day or
two, it would have been very foo.ish. The
third point is in regard to priorities and
the dirficult position in which employers
are aleady fnding themselves where a
aumber of men in the passage of time
have held a given position. The question
is which of them shall have a prior claim,
and to deal with that point alone some
legislation was necessary. With regard to
the general question of how many people
will benefit under the Bill, industry and
omployment of all kinds have been much
dislocated by the extent of the struggle.
There is, too, the difficult question of men
who go into the Services at 19 or 20 and
come out at 24 or 25 and who are so
different that it will be difficult to fit them
inlo their old positions. Despite all these
difficulties and the fact that, because of
them, the Bill will not operate in many
cases, the Bill will cover a considerable
field, and for the reasons 1 have given it
should be passed. Personally, 1 shall be
pleased to support jt.

Lieut.-Commander Hutchison (Edin-
burgh, West): I would like to ask the
Minister whether he will take such
administrative action as is necessary, in
conjunction with the Service Depart-
ments, in order to inform all officers and
en who have been discharged or will be
discharged from the Forces of their rights
under this Bill so that no misconception
shall exist.

Major Manningham-Buller (Daventry):
1 do not associate myself with the criti-
cisms which the hon. and gallant Mem-
ber for Brighton (Lieut.-Colonel Mar-
lowe) made of the Minister's attitude in
the Committee stage. 1 moved a num-
ber of Amendments in Committee, and 1
would like to pay my tribute to the way
in which they were met by the Minister.
1L scems to me that the hon. Member for
Stoke (Mr. Ellis Smith) supported our
contention that the Title of the Bill js
wrong, because, as we pointed out in
Committee there is a grave danger of its
effect being unduly exaggerated. 1 do
pot know whether in his reference to
 our people ”’ he meant people of the
Labour Party, but I am sure that the Bill
will be welcomed throughout these islands
as'a definite step in the right direction.
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Mr. McCorquodale: 1 would like to
thank the House for giving an unopposed
passage to this Bill through its various
stages and to thank unreservedly these
who have given the closest study to it in
Committee. There is no doubt in my
Minister's mind and in my own that the
Bill has been improved by the suggestions
received from certain quarters.  We are
grateful for that help because I am sure
it is the desire of all in the House to sec
the application of the Bill a success for
the people to whom it applies. The hon.
Member for East Wolverhampton (Mr.
Mander) raised a rather important point
to which 1 would like to refer. He said
that the Bill would not be needed if the
policy of full employment is satisfactorily
applied. 1 think that he is wrong,
because this Bill gives a choice to the re-
turning Serviceman to go back to his old
employment rather than to be put into
any employment that might be available.
The hon. and gallant Member for West
Edinburgh (Lieut.-Commander Hutchi-
son) asked whether we would give the
fullest information to the men m the
Forces about their rights under the Bill,
and we will certainly look into that. The
hon. Member for Stoke (Mr. Ellis Smith)
raised points about administration which
we have very much in mind. We are in
the closest contact with the military
authorities who have the proper informa-
tion about the class of work in which
members of the Armed Forces were before
they were called up. I would like to
thank other Members, especially the hon.
Member for Colchester (Mr. Lewis), for
their unreserved support for this small
Bill.

1 am confident that it will prove a work-
manlike Measure, defining for the em-
ployer his obligations and duties to the
returned Serviceman, and 1 know that the
emplover welcomes it. I would like to
thank on my Minister’s behalf the repre-
sentatives of the employers and the great
organised trade unions for their unfailing
support and good will in the consultations
which preceded this Bill and their promise
of good will in its application. 1 am
confident that it will help the employer
by defining his obligations. It will
also  help the refurning  Servicemen
and women, of whom there are
many millions, by confirming  their
rights under the Bill and under the
pledge that was given and’by providing

C




—=assistance.: I have rio doubt that I.shall
stand in:need-of it; and of any. other:tielp. . enough off the,mar]
“able. to-give him.sa
impottant matter that we ‘aré discussing. .
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a means of establishing their rights if it is
reasonable and practicable. The Bill also
brings in many hundreds of thousands of
volunteers who were previously left out.
For that reason alone, if for no othef, the
Bill will be justified. It is an integral
part, if only a part, of the Government’s
great scheme for resettlement after the
war, and for that reason 1 commend it
warmly to the House.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed.

SUPPLY
Considered in Committee.
[Mr. CHARLES WILLIAMS'in the Chair]

CiviL ESTIMATES, SUPPLEMENTARY
ESTIMATE, 1043
Crass 11
Foreiey OFFICE

Motion made, and Question proposed,

** That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding
£1.525, be granted to His Majesty, to defray
the charge whith' will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st day
of March, 1944, for the salaries and expenses
of the Department of His Majesty's Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs and the salary of
a Minister of State.””

Mr. Mander (Wolverhampton, East): I
hope that we may have some explanation
of the precise duties which the Minister of
State will perform. Tt would be interest-
ing if the Foreign Secretary could let us
know how it is proposed to allocate his
duties between this country and abroad.
I am delighted that the appointment has
been made. I cannot think of anything
more satisfactory for the foreign affairs
of this country than that my twd right
hon. Friends should be associated together
in their conduct. I hope that my support
will not be too damaging to them, I think
that the sum of £1,525 which it is pro-
posed to spend on my right hon. Friend
is money which will be very well spent.

"The Sceretary of State for Foreign -

Affairs (Mr, Eden): 1t is intended. that my
right hon. Friend' should assistime in. the -
general conduct {offoreign policy- under
the guidince of .the War Cabinet. Lneed
hardly. say -that 1 warmly. welcome:. his

Ttcan find;” in:future as our ‘problems’ get
heavier, as 1 have no doubt they will: .~

Supply: Cominittee— HOUSE OF COMMONS Diplomatic, etc., Servicss

particular: to .the hop. Member. who_has
.- just: spoken, and who has very kindly
‘given way-to.me, ; I'was not. quite. quick
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As regards the actual work, I "think
the arrangement is really much the same
as we have often had in the past.in the
Foreign Office. We have often:had three
persons, the. Secretary of State and two
Under-Secretaries, or perhaps the Secre-
tary of State and the Chancellor of -the
Duchy, or some other Minister holding
an office which does not entail work on
Aits own account, in order to assist our
deliberations. Generally, my right hon.
Friend will also interest himself in the
economic side of our work, as he has been
doing, and the knowledge which he has
gained at a number of conferences will
be invaluable to us.

Question put, and agreed to.

Crass II
DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SERVICES
Motion made, and Question proposed,

*“ That a Sap ry sum, not
£53,873. be granted to His Majesty, to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st day
of March, 1944, for the expenses in connec-
tion with - His Majesty’'s Embassies, Missions
and Consular Establishments Abroad, and
other expenditure chargeable to the Consular
Vote; certain special grants and payments,
mcl\gding grants-in-aid; and sundry other
services.”

Mr. Granville (Suffolk, Eye): I gather
that we are now considering the Votes
in connection with the Inter-Govern-
mental Committee of refugees and relief
of prisoners of war and contributions for
the funds of the International Red Cross.

The Deputy-Chairman: Yes, that is so.

. Mr. Granville: The Paper sdys that the
additional provision required is a_con-
tribution towards the funds of the Inter-
national Red Cross Society

*“dn tecognition of the work of the society
in- the relief of prisoners of war.”

It goes on to say:

.."The expenditure out of this grant-in-aid
will not be accounted for in detail to the
Comptroller and Auditor General.”"

1 quite understand that, but I thought we
miight BaVe,

&.béen-told:alittle-more about it. =

The Ministef, of State (M, Richard Law): -
1 must apologise to the Committee, and in

g

+ R--visio he.. Ihtei-Got
- Tiiftee "on Relugees, - but W

A2
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1 do not think that-it will be necessary
to give any very long or detailed explana-
tion of the first sub-head of the Supple-
mentary Estimate, which is the grant-in-
aid for the relief of prisoners of wvaz, in
the form of a further contribution towards
the Funds of the International Red Cross.
The Committee has always supported
right through the war the efforts which
the International Red Cross have made to
improve the lot of prisoners of war and
1 do not suppose for a moment that the
Committee would wish to withhold any
further support that they could give ‘o
the International Red Cross.

The additional sum required under the
Supplementary ' Estimate is not a big
one, £3,873. The purpose of it is to e.nab.le
the International Red Cross to maintain
a sub-officé in Shanghai, where they hope,
and we hope, they will be able to be of
some service to the very large number of
British civilians who are interned in
Shanghai, and of course, to help too, 1
hope, the very much smaller numberof
British prisoners of war whio are there.
We aré quite satisfied that the Inter:
national Red Cross is doing as much as
possibly can be done for our prisoners of
war and “our {fellow ‘coun en and
women who are interned in the Far .East,
The fact that it cannot do more is in no
way due to any lack of good will or of
knowledge and effort on the part of the
International Red Cross. - It is simply, as
I am afraid we all know, due to the atti-
tude of the Japanese authorities. I have

Supply: Committee—

no doubt that the Committee will approve,

this grant-in-aid and I will, if I may, pass
on to the second sub-head, thegrant-in-aid
for the Intergovernmental Committee on
refugees: Here I think it vould. probably
be for the convenience of the Committee
if 1 dealt with this matter fairly dully,
because it is some time since we had a
Debate on this tremendously important
subject.

This is not the first time that we hai‘v‘e
had to come 't the House'to ask for ‘pro-
isi r_the.. Intei-Gov 1.:G

come to the House for: provision
scale, or.indegd,;anything
1939, the Committee,

but T hope T:shall be
isfaction;on ‘the, very

ve"
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£50,000. I think hon. Members will have
seen from the Estimate that that is only
by way of instalment. On another
occdsion we shall be asking the Com-
mittee to underwrite our proportionate
share of what we think may be the
expenses of the Inter-governmental Com-
mittee in the coming year. That figure
is 1,000,000, a provisional figure, and
we have wundertaken to underwrite
£500,000 and the United States have
undertaken to underwrite the other
£500,000.

The difference between what we were
asking in 193¢ and 1940 for the Inter-
governmental Committee and what we are
asking now is an indication of the great
growth there has been in this hideous
problem of refygees. The comparison
between £2,000 and £50,000—oT, indeed,
£500,000—is not out of place as a com-
parison of the growth in the horror and
complexity of the problem. It is a
measure.of the determination and serious-
ness of purpose with which His Majesty’s
Government and‘the Government’s repre-
sented on the Inter-governmental Com-
mittee are tackling the refyfige prablem.

It ‘may be for thé convenience of the
Committes if T give & brief review of the
events which led to the rec0n§btuhon~9f
the Inter-govemmel\tal Committee. The
refugees > problem - Whs, unfortunately,
already of vmonsh'oxf proportions before
the war, and it is d,fﬁl:ult to realise now
that;-even before the; tyar, when civilised
Governments like thé Government of this
country, and others, ‘ere in relation with
the .German .Government, some.thmg-.hke
400,000 urman beings were being driven
like cattle: across the borders of Germany
and were either expelled, or had to take
refuge in other lands, to avoid.a worse

Diplomatic, elc., Services

. fate. It was to meet this ap%m\ling situa-

even before the 'War
of ithe United, States
took the iniliative in suimmoning a con-
ference_at. Bvian in 1938, Out of that
conference, grow: the Inter-governmehtal
Compnittee on Refugees.

tion that. develop:
that the Presiden

v The-. riniai'y.;_f\mptlon“. ﬁ 2
govémnﬁmtal Cominittee iin: those - days
.was tonegot
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that, before the war, the Inter-govern-
mental Committee was able to do a great
deal in mitigation. It co-ordinatéd the
activities of the various voluntary societies
and carried out an examination into the
prospects of finding other homes for those
unhappy people in various parts of the
world. On the outbreak of war, all that
work had to cease. There was another
meeting of the executive of the Inter-
governmenta] Committee in Washington in
October, 1939, but, for the next two or
three years after,that, it never met again.
There was, indeed, no scope or work that
could usefully be done.

The work of the Inter-governmental
Committee seemed to come to an end
when the war broke out, but, of course,
the problem remained.,,/With every day
that passed, the refugee problem increased
in size, difficulty and horror, until it is
calculated now that, when the war in
Europe comes to an end, there will be
something like 20,000,000 human beings
who have been uprooted from their homes
in Europe. A figure like that is so big
that it is almost meaningless. It is liter-
ally true that the human imagination
<cannot comprehend the full exient of
human misery contained in a figure of
that magnitude. It very soon became
clear, as the war progressed and as the
refugee problem became more acute, that
there was a problem which could be
tackled with hope of success only upon
the international plane. Accordingly, as
hon, Members are aware, representatives
of His Majesty’s Government and the
Government ot the United States met
some months ago at Bermuda, and went
exhaustively into the  whole refugee
problem.

One of the recommendations which the
Bermuda conference made was that there
should be instituted at once international
machinery to deal with the problem, and,
as the Inter-governmental Committee still
existed-—though it had not been active
for some time—it was thought to be the
most satisfactory form of ~intefnational
machinery. ¢ Accordingly, in, I -think,
August- last; ‘the Executive: of the Inter--
governmental Committee ‘met under:the
chairmanship of my right hon; Friend the

- Member for Horsliam and  Worthing- (Earl

Winterton). - The 'éxecutive " consists, ‘as .
the Committee -are 'probably : aware, -of
Unite i5dom,

- - Kz

: earlier
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the United States, the Netherlands,
Brazil, the French National Committee o
Liberation and Argentina. I would lik
to take this opportunity of saying hov
much His Majesty’s Government appre
ciate the fact that the Inter-governmenta
Committee is still able to call upon the

experience of my Noble Friend the Mern- i scope had to be much wider than that.

ber for Horsham and Worthing in matters
concerning refugees, and upon his wid
sympathy and deep interést in regard t
this matter. I would like at the same
time fo pay a tribute to the other repre-
senitatives of other Governments who are
serving on the Inter-governmental Com-
mittee at the present time. Other

Governments are represented by their § 4o any effective work whatever, so the

It is a remarkable thing § 3
that these men, busy and over-burdened §
as they are, have been able to devote so §
much time to this hideous problem of B

And it is very much to the § Committee can spend money upon the

Ambassadors.

refugees.
general advantage that they have been
able to give that time, because it is an
indication to the world as a whole of the
importance which. is attached to a solu-
tion of it by the respective Governments.

Mr. Lipson (Cheltenham): Does the
right hon. Gentleman’s reference to the
amount of time these members have given
mean that this Committee has met fré-
quently sirice the Bermuda Conference?

Mr. Law: It has met several times since
the Bermuda Conference. I know from

my own experience that all the members §

of it-take a most keen and deep interest
in the problem. The Bermuda Conference
recomménded that the Inter-governmental
Committee should - be revived, that its
membership should be extended and that
its Mandate should also be extended. - In
accordancé with that recommendation
the Executive of the Inter-governmental
Committee issuéd invitations to a number
of other Governments who had not pre-
viously been associated with the work to
join the Committee, and I understand

that replies have already been received,
affirmative replies, from Czechoslovakia,
Egypt, India, Luxemburg, Poland, the

Union_of..South Africa_and. the Soviet 8-

Unionze»asa=

But it was fecéssary not “only to
expand . the membéership.” It ‘was neces-
sary dlso to-altef its' Mandate:

et o “fidnetion:

— “)
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mental Committee. With a team like
that, there is, I can assure the Commxtt_ee,
every prospect that the executive
machinery of the Inte}'-govenm_lema\
Committee on refugees will be built up
into as effective a piece of machinery as
conditions permit. It is being steadily
built up now. I hope very much that
the Comunittee will not press me to go
into details of the work of the Inter-
governmental Committee. This Tefugee
problem is ome of those in which the
more one talks about what is being done
the less chance there is‘of achieving any-
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ities. Clearlyy that was no longer
l(:gslgarle at the ti1¥ne when the Inter-
overnmental Committee was revived. It
was lmited under its original Mandat'e
o dealing with refugees from Germana )
Austria, and later on the Sudetenland.

Clearly, that again was inappropriate. Its

the most important change that
E:;h'rl‘)in made in tge Mandate of t_h.e
Inter-governmental Committee is this:
under  its original Mandate the Inter-
governmental Committee had 1o fma}z:— ;
cial tespousibility of any xind fg; ;? "1 think the Comumittee realises
mainenance of refugees. C'lf arlyu11d t“:;t that fully as well as I do ‘but 1 wguld
provision 132 maintaingd it co just like to say this about what has been

done.

] revised, so that there now ] o
g:;:s: tfvi‘t‘k's; the purview of the Com- The Vice-Dl}‘ectlor, Mr. Ilti?lm'\,ﬁero:hi
mittee refugees from the whole of Europe, visit to North-Africa and Ttaly, t;‘ x
and i revised further so that the has been seeing conditions on the spot.
Commitice. The honorary Assistant Director, Doctor
Kulimann, has just returned from a visit
to Switzerland, where he has been going
into the whole question of refugees. 1t is,
I understand, the intention of the Execu-
tive Committee to have permanent repre-
sentatives in_-those ceriires which are
mainly concerned withwthewrefugee prob-
lem. 1 can assure the Commitee that the
Inter-governmental Committee 1s makmE
every possible effort to forward the wor
of rescue that is-consistent with the effec-
tive prosecution of the war. .

T would like to say jjust a word about
the actual financial ar;'a gements. _ The
administrative expenses of the Int_er-
governmental Committée are belgg'
covered by a percentage contribution by
all the member Governments. Our per-
centage is 12 per cent. and it is calcu-
lated. that that will amount to {4,00(:
in the following year. It does Itl}?
actually appear in this Vote because the
Executive have enough funds to carry t%n
until-the-end of March, but next yéar ?
Committes will be usked to make prof
vision for something in the nalureﬂ;)
£4:000 for administrative expenses. o e
operating: expenses - are another ma bel,r.

- Theyare; likely to.be very _considerable.

maintenance, the transfer and preserva-
tion of refugees. In other words, in the
new reincaration, the Inter—govemrge.n.tal
Committee has changed from 'being
in the main a piece of co-ordinating.
machinery into an executive office which
will be able, of its own }mtlatl've, to
undertake tasks in connection with the
safety of refugees. .o

I think the Committee is aware that
Sir Herbert Emerson, the League of
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
has for some time been the Director of
the Inter-governmental Comumittee. I
think it must be a fhatter for great con-
gratulation that he has been confirmed
in his appointment as Director of the
Executive Committee. .. Sir Herbert
Emerson, of course, continues to be
League of Nations High Commissioner.
It is very valuable that the two bodies
which are dealing ‘with refugee problems
chould have a link between them . in the
person of tire Director. 1 suppose there
is no one in this country, or indeed in
the world, who has so wide a knowlgdge
of this problem as Sir Herbert Emerson. L
am sure too that there is-no one \vhgse
heart is more déeply in it.- o
: Herbort=Emprson
nder this new.o
n,

* ~Trideed; We must-allof s hppgltha

will be. considerable because:
the eitpe‘}r];diturﬁ; ofnsope: i
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£1,000,000 in the coming 12 months. The ing BB, which is:
United States Government and ourselves
to

have agreed

underwrite

all through lack of finance.

s . . there is a great deal of anxiety and tre-

There 115 ‘J“St one more thing which mendous interest in this problem of the
perhaps I ought to add. As I have said - jpterpational refugees I am sorry that the
the Execotive Committee has met several  pohy hon. Gentleman did not tike a little
(%?::Sm?trtfe' S\fhf‘c}:]rfﬁ;egtslsa?de i’;‘:}“,t;s: more time in his-speech to tell us what

P > S

Fhe ~work of the' whole organisation, but it is hoped to achieve by the setting up
it may well be that the fime will come  (yoqq'5n Shanghai because, so far—1I shall
when it is desirable to have a plenary (. very brief about this—we have had, 1
mecting of the Committee, and L am able  yiny “4yo statements from the Foreign
to say now that is being borne anT\;uhrég Secretary about what is happening out

by the Executive Committee. .

; there, and we have also had a statement
opportunity offers I have no doubt they ’ : oy
will give the fullest consideration to the from someone connected nvith the Inter
possibility of calling together such a g, feelingi 5 i
> 1 B g in the minds of the-relatives and
session. I db not think I l}ave anyhing dependants of our prisoners of war in the
expect that

more to say at this stage. _
othier hon. Members wiil be making con- Far East that these statements are some

tributions to our

‘this Vote to the Committee.

discussion,

very considerable results,

Mr. Granville; 1 apologise for having military authoritiés or the Red Cross will
stood Between the Cominittee and- that D¢ able td make some contact with the
very interesting' statemént which thé night Japanese Governmient,’ and’ make repré-

.'hdh, Gentlemati hiis mmade; -1 will only  Schiations which'will seciife an alleviation

e oF “Fwo - Of the conditions of our prisoners  of war

Comittee "o on to Co e

v id"part of this Votelon

éfagees. - 1 woiild: like very briefly to ¢

detain’ hon.. Members™ fo
ie 'Co:

moments befote
dr{iscuss’ ‘the “sec

tie

that towards the funds of the International Red
£1,000,000. It was necessary, I think, Cross (Grant in Aid)."

to take that action because we could not 1 understand from the right hon. Gentle- f
afford delay, and we could not afford a man that the sum which is being voted és I
long period in which neither the Com- £3,873 _As he says, of course, the Com-
mitfee nor the Director knew where they — mittee will not grudge the Government this
stood, but T should make it clear to the item. I am sorry it is so small. I under- &
Committee that the other member Gov- Stood from the Minister for State that it is
ernments are being asked to contribute to our contribution towards the setting up
the fullest extent to these operating of an office in the Far East by the lnter-
expenses. 1 have no doubt that they will ~national Red Cross Society. 1 was rather 3
wish to share in this very ‘important sorry that the right bon. Gentleman did
humanitarian work. Therefore, we may not tell us a little more about this because
expect that though we are underwriting We have all a considerable number of con-
£500,000 we shall not be called on, in  stituents who are extremely anxious after
the event, to supply anything ‘like that the statement nvhich. was made in - the
amount. However that may be 1 am House by the Foreign Secretary with
quite sure that the Committee would not i

wish the Inter-governméiital Committee prisoners in the Far East, and the atro-
on refugees to be under any disability at cities that have been committed by the

it what contradictory. One svas reassuring
and others gave facts of brutal treatmerit.
necessary 1~Slh‘:l“ be very glad to reply fo | realise that it might be difficult for the
them.  But I do commen mDISt::::agﬁ_)é Foreign Secretary to give us all the in-
that the Committee will want the Inter- fﬁg:z:l}?: g:sécgéé;p%ag%ﬁetﬁz %‘:; é‘:;?
governmental -Committee to have the u¢ 7 think it would be better if he could
fullest possible support and that the Com-
mittee looks forward to its achieving,
within the limitations jmposed by war,

and

: - i ic, etc., Services \
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ursory way with the questions which"the ~ aware, are to transmit hlsststof \?igiocamps
rleEember has just touched upon. 1 war, to distribute parcels, to thoritie;

erts inly appreciate fully, and I do not and so on. The Japanese z:ua-“ ritie

&m&yb%%y could fail to appreciate, have been e{(tn:lneg dshgr :s‘_:.m;o . ;e s s%
- e i i ils through- the Internation: e
|the decp anxiy which prevale ir rights: in fact, they have not allowed
jout the country Shol e condles——hons o tél‘:;ntgo esxercise their rights, in spite of
ur prisoners of war and interne repeated repreﬁentaﬁons, in what are

Mr. Granville: 1 thought the right BoD-  cajied the occupied territories, the Philip-
Hentleman wished to interrupt me. Per-  pines, Malaya, the Netherlands East
haps 1 might be allowed to fénish, as % Tndies, and so on. .

Efiave already been interrupted once. L . Are the
&ﬁ?l‘czfv the digiculties of the Foreign Office. Mr. Mathers g]_,‘mhthgo'.v)“.0 rt_heeCon»
The difficulties of distance and the atti- Japanese authorities parties
‘mdee of the Japanese constitute a trersen- vention? i
dous handicap to the Government in try- Mr. Law: I will tell-miy hon. Frien d
ing to get improvement in the state of (horin & moment. As I was ying, in
affgaixs, but I hope the Government will sp?te lclJlf repeated pressure from the Inter-
r§member mat\)t;]‘}l;zt];??: f:p;’:;?m%yagg national Red Cross andh the rsfrlt‘)steegtuig
Elefroxrtgegi' themselves in the position }t:f fl?;‘(sr;n;hsisiﬁﬁin:;psai‘:Xhe ocoupied
e i e e, W0 Lol Wi ekl e s
sudcen’y. i i tions of the Japanese ui 4
Féte;ign’ S(ec;egary .af_t(—fr ﬂlley _had ﬂr‘e Cteg;:d Convention, the Japanese Government dl‘d
post—’céxrds trom prisoners saymg tha %y not ratify the Convention, but at the
vere well treated. beginning of the war in the Far 1l)iast thgt)sv
. ' 7 i ing to observe i
_Chairman: The hon, Mem-  said that they were going
mms:ig?g:?loped the Debate would be provisions. ~How little they have kept
Shgl’t- He is xiowgoiﬁg into the question ‘their word the Commrttee,i .a:e aware.

f the length of the war and a great many NS céd English Uni-
gmf; thh%gs. T e b ‘na'“(;(w :A{tnegd-' vem%%?wlﬁ?: I(%grgl;t intend %o trouble
ment, and I'hope that he wilt ‘eff%p 0 ﬁ. VoS en with & vérf 13“&53)?3“;

Mr. Granville: Véry well. Iwill confine  y g afraid 1 shall have to epar

M{'slf to saying that I hope that in setting e welcome brevity which has marke,d
i . i d «cti eches in to-day’s
up tiiis office no_imoney. will be sparéd,  qctically all the spe . s
§ -atid no amount of initiative be Tacking on  Pghates, because 1 havea fair a«mou%‘ee
§ the part of the Government in supporting g,y about the work of this Com,mh -

the Red Cross, so that we shall have mote  ppig js the first opportunity we have :1,] d
information as to what is happening t6  Gnce 1gth May of 0 gel_leral Debate 0‘},‘ he
O soners of war who are suffering il efyeee question. When some of us ha
Jai fnese hands. I hope that the fight  ,qced in recent months for guch an Opp(g_
hog Gentleman will give a full assurance ypity, we. have it:leen mmmg:?, ‘?32‘ (}; ::

iy i Y s H - . W

on that point. S opportunity would come ! s

" Lo T St o mpl et 0 Y S some o
c just now: t-he 3 e M ~ 1

the hon: Member Just B e e th tions which are: troubling myse
finishéd. I~ saying that we were e questions are: ! '
gﬁgscf;g\lf: fg. th£~5¥:rsys%z:zrl;gix§t:rest in‘the and others \\t:kl:o are E“ége:ttegf “tlh :ef_\n;gszi
0 niry on:the matters s it ot rather SIEEICL e

f){x? ‘ixsrkeﬂt?l?dﬂ;: ltmln;z.coMuemrt})’er has touched. tance. gtta:}l\\e? ,ﬁﬁ;‘i‘fﬁﬁéﬁ?ﬁ; o

"He asked: whether-the @pening.‘ot ﬂn‘i ng:; g‘l::;!:m&,‘ ; giéc\issing- R A ahd
d:Jead t6'imore-success im the - .4 wod, was

gg)g:s«:;?:tlio;;ﬁudé by the I}nterr}aho!{:ixi :gét-‘x)t 6(;&(1)\% ogfﬁs&?{-&-_)‘.\:gw?%:&é;‘lﬁ N

Red* Cros to: ?hffljap?‘\‘,‘??e ia“mov"é?:; It 1,000,000 Y oaity sinco May:of, discuss-

i rally- impossible f6 g0 ¥ ‘o the- Iniai-Governiiental
- QOpé must:ho s the subjectis sat

refer to prisoners of war under the head- 3

‘“ Relief of prisoners of war; contribution

regard to what is happening to our

Japanese. Although I understand that

of this office by the International -Red

national Red Cross. . My view is that there

give us a little more information on what is
intended -with regard to this office which J
is to be set up. Is it hoped that, as a’ §
result, His Majesty’s Government or our §

m
)

their hands? S
. Laws:I am extremely sorry if I gu;wje'
$sion- that -1 was dealing “ini7d
¢ PR N




1;(,' Supply: Committee— HOUSE OF CO&ONS Diplomatic, etc., Services

[Miss Rathbone. ]
covers only administrative expenses, and
that the' expenditure on the operative
work of ‘the Committee is likely to be
something in the nature of £1,000,000.

I am not making any comparison be-
tween the Inter-Governmental Committee
and U.N.R.R.A. U.N.R.R.A. covers a
vast field. TIts job is to deal with the
whole post-war problem of rehabilitating
distressed Europe. Dealing with displaced
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with several rooms,
Street. It has four people, whose iden-
tity has been described by my right hon.
Friend: Sir Herbert Emerson, his Ameri-
can deputy, his Swiss deputy, and the
Dutch secretary to the Committee—an
admirable team. I know them all. I have
the highest esteem for them all. They
have wide experience and great knowledge
of refugee problems, and their hearts are

in their jobs. Sir Herbert, especially; has
populations, who include refugees — worked at this problem for a long time.
that  seems the new fashionable He has a background of Civil Service
term  for refigees — is only one experience and very great knowledge. We
part of its work. But this Inter-

can be confident that any work done by
a team like that will be done with the
utmost discretion, with high technical effi-
ciency. No rash promises will be made,
and there will be no unwise publicity. It
will all be in the best traditions of British
and other diplomacy. But that technique
has its disadvantages, It is inevitably
slow—awork that has to be consented to
by a large number of nations working to-
gether has, I suppose, inevitably to be
slow. .

But when one thinks of

Governmental Committee on Refugees
also covers a pretty vast field. Consider
some of its responsibilities. I noted that
my right hon. Friend said that he did
not want to go into defaj) in discussing
its work, and that it wéuld be better not
to go into details. I quite recognise that,
but there are certain facts known fo us
all as to the kind of work it has to do.
First, it is responsible, T gather, for con-
certing immediate rescue measures for the
victims of Nazi oppression, so far as they

i the machinery
are  dependent ;upon inter-governmental.

3 & of that little office, with three or four
action; for_ instance, the removal rooms, four people, with their two or
from the neutral States of the over-  three typists, and £50,000 which we are
flow oi_' thoge refugees they have voting to-day for their expenses, one
taken in, and the maintenance of

thinks of the tasks allotted to them. How
many of the millions of men, women
and children who are threatened not
merely with death, but with torture, can

those refugees who are removed from
neutral countries to havens of temporary
refuge, and also of refugees who have
cscaped directly from enemy areas. We

be rescued? What is to be done with
heard that the Deputy-Director, Mr. them if they are rescued, and, then,
Malin, has been in Italy and North what is to be done with them after the
Afnca, where, no doubt, he was consider-  war? It is just a little as though, seeing
ing that problem. We know that many 5 number of people escaping from a
thousands of refugees were found in that

hungry tiger, you sent after them a stage
coach, drawn by four white horses, when
what you needed was a Rolls-Royce. It
seems rather a leisurely inachine, and a
small machine. I am not complaining;
I suppose ‘an Inter-Governmenta) Com-
mittee has‘to work in that way. We have
beeri told;that there are 36 member States
-on that Committee. They have not yet
met in plenary session, but we are told
that a meeting is likely to be arranged.
That is not likely to lead to g quick

part of Ttaly which has now been libera-
ated from the enemy. .

Also, in regard to its post-war ‘Plans—
and T attach extreme importance to this
~the  Committee is responsible for
negotiating arrangements with neutral
Powers as to what help we can give them
in removing, now or -after the war, the
burden of refugees that they carry, so
that they may be willing to take larger
numbers, Obviously, what the small

neutrals do largely depends on whether

do | ) Tesult.  When yon have 36 Government

g:leralzl;rde? 1shgt(})lmg ttJ? be a permanent  representatives meeting ‘3together }il?e
or whether they can count on “this, eve f i '

other nations relieving -them of a part of my Government tine g ok (What

¢ tio does my Govern i it?
it or assisting them with the maintenance > et think of it? ** before
o

5 they agree to anything, Th 2

f their refugees. For all this. work  Executive, I aJr,nt nft goinen t:s é‘l)'ittil(:lesi:
what machinery has the Inter-Govern. them in the lea > just
_mental Committee? It has a )

st. I have no justification

-small office, and I am told that they

for doing so,

in Lower Regent ’

i
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I N
i just as the
nmittee can only act, jus he
%g:gue of Nations did, through the in
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. i it is pather
ther admirably, but it is sath
work toget‘ that you have the Argentine £ Governments representet_i on the
O?d 9 noaeke no comment, but note the dl"‘d“?& oveI’t cannot do anything itself
also—g, m therlands and Committee. se all its
name‘l—;an?ne::i{;rsmteheb}fitl})‘:rraﬁon Com-  except 5’“ a dim:;,losc:}gétbg: l;ndividual
Brazil as s ber, and the action depen 4. therefore, 1
mittee of France is a mempst, Governments may do, and, 4
he United States . hile we gladly vote
other two members are t : t to say that, W
ood, but it wan lement the
e t(})xgsftll\:sﬁs tﬁt fr;al:-)stszfgthe countries thlskmofna}i's g(?mi:iotgelg bS}"lpix‘)‘SiSﬁDg that
is raf £ 0t - work o y 8 Hhe
b tims of persecu H the Board in t
:\irhlchs‘j:;};le a;h;o?::ﬁ vCl;echoslovakia and %;1 . ton;i‘;asnt atsésmﬂ:rrit htoa e oxecutive
on, ' nite X t - ector
far as I know, H touch with the direc!
the U.S.S.R. are not, as fa director in constant touc
is Executive, Nor are ited "States, should be set up-
represented on this i jch have in the Unite s . ess to
the chief neutml'éount::fe\?g;hls-.SChweden The Amencanh]iSoarﬁ h"?l.sh(éu:tgjte?tc Es :hat
space fo recel Executive was the President himselt. e et for the
and Switzerland. The Ex been it would make it sb much oo ite
i i 8, but it has never be ental Committee to do
appointed in 1935, ith a view to Inter-Governmer ton & body repre-
reviewed or added to with it not tk if it had in London .
A tic. Is it not  work 3 : v ment whicl
making it ather more reals y done about senting His Majesty’s Goven;lnmendaﬁons
possible for something fo be really 1s Ca"y‘ngl o téxe 1;aercr?memal Com-
ter-Gov
that? I come to a more important point. m;l%:e by the Inte
Mal\:x(;rwof us have had our mindi1 on Stlllll% m; . st oroblem. :
point for over & ycar o :‘:tz; i‘x: thgis GTmSml:e:ta;a(S:ox!r)mﬁttee is an inevﬁ;
- hat was wal OVer! t N . so vas!
geztg?ryt{:;ts :’ new organ of G(:;eﬂimtent ably slow mecttll?m;f‘{loﬁi;‘cx};‘l“gwmch it
ol . wi ‘Inter- e .
; - te with the a problem as hestions of
which would co-opera! to -secure al There are questi
ttee so as to-se has to deal. lecting of
Governmental Committee f fivet.class s e and transport, collecting
full-time concentration o shipping . as-to_where tefugees
s on s g Mol amy 5 o, queions e, S
or three weeks ago the Roosovelt set 28 e "ot " mogotiations i
hing. President Roo: and qu tions of food
up a War Retogee Boaed, composed of oy, Thery are questions of focd
ltlhe %ecretal’y of State, Mr. Cordell Hull, supplies and so forth.

This™ Inter-

[ for

Ny : Mr d it is the one hope of rescue {C

the Secretary of the Tre1surgf State n,] , AN e o every one, in

o e i, St S‘{;,“"t;'y a sub. e se?parate problem. You really
| : ’ ave a way, a

for War, Mr. Stimson e

unless the nations fepre-

committee of the Cabinet here composed ot work it Committee have their

o . t the . :
minent . Ministers, DUt c0q on  the ration with
(t)tfx tt‘ili‘;:r;x((l:zailslyth:t the Americag _130:‘3: separate “gd‘;lsge:{x?;l coa?rfmﬂttee, for
e a -Gov
. defined and it ha the Inter. N ds and for- .
functions are clearly defi Tts functions Ity working baclwar
f Director. Its fu perpetually it and themselves to
full-time Executive ich I have {, between it an
are set out in a PamPhIEt—wmc :;‘:rrr;lxs oitxst the projeCtpoéannegsitTI‘:a E‘. tfli;
& . would be po h
her .Chgirman: 1 think we are b|ggkeras Cazlaiéggnon a_Committee with so
~ The Deﬁ}'ﬁi wide, because if it is pos- wo;l 1 aegmchanism of apération.
Sble fo pay a ity o the Amerien s, Jast word. - I ask the Com-
f is . In is is m N )
represe“*i“vesfsO,?o\tvhgeilx?;a;one, it would . nﬁ'ﬁl::tz rec};g’nise ﬂ“‘{ we “;,;‘s‘,‘;ﬁ‘@,‘,‘“?;’l
way, such as 15 j-criticise them, an "a. rather “special " responsibility
be );qu:uy‘tgionss tlll:ledtl?f;g}“t:llxsiz Committﬁe ?}%?I;?(er-Govelrlnf?le{‘t‘ia}i‘&q?nn&l&e:k lg(ei
it is ot wi erwise comment on the ooy o take the initiative and sot & C60
to criticise or. otherwise cor - Government & nations. by what we ourselves,
; £ a foreign “ihe: ‘to other nations. -Inter-Gavernmenta)
iﬁpiﬁzetnf\?;;{'eélgdid"ﬂot_wish o stop e" going to- help . the.  Inter Gavernmen

hon. Lady before, but I do not think W& pommittee.. - For ong :thing
X farther:

o rittee’ is: si‘&"*‘f“{}iﬁ liibRn'dgn areh‘lixi “the
S o gour Ruling,  headquarters of UNR-R,Av.ate In -the
" Miss Rofhbortor T ba to.your Rulgs - XA L o ot tha

MiWilliams;:-but: the point:I wanted: to

xgutﬁwi‘ll'-“be
make wag-that the s

e 18/ WE 18X
ter-Governmental - good deal "of the.;p‘la\m}gl?g
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done. The chairman of the Inter-Govern-
mental Comm}ttee and the British repre-
iintal(;ve fon it is the Noble Lord the
Member for Horsham (Earl Wi i
5 ;m ( nterton), the Committee will i
;za] t?:r;g:e {)he Cothmittee looks a good ~ somewhat difﬁc?llt ?grdetils;aﬂd WhIY dy
deal to b ,thisecausta’1 we know his great ikeep within the rules of debatoen.W 2y fo
interest in this Ell;ole i:,n’ an? ;;:e (\:\(’)ant how very strongly she feels on th?sknot:v
] le to say to his Com- ject, and h X el
mittee that the British Gowv. i bl opiniog fo g o B
1 ernment is to arouse publi inj i
going to do so-and-so and th i ibility in the.treatment of seberer
lead for the whole of 0 Chers o we aoe okt ereatment .
1 the world. There and Getul to hes
oo the whole of the world. e we are extremely grateful to her, I
is ano pecial respon- welcome the incre i ot
mml‘ty;)f th‘:_:,z l?}:ow that though very the grant from £2?§f)0“:0m£eoam°“ﬂt i
many of these r;g?(t)ept;d ;mlllxlons are the promise of underwriting ;&Ogé o
- i rity of them for furth i P
Tomiaerish, the majority are urther operations, because this i
which Hitler threaténsg w'e Vholemic  ineresse ot semes L ho @
Mt ith wholesale increa f activity. Taturally asks
extermination of men, wo i £ Ts the amnt that o bo 20K
Stermination of men, men and chil- onesel—Is the amount that is bei Y spant
) g it. He threate eve: e we really
dren, ] { ns T now enough,
fo ,; fe,—g‘;::tz thsv eﬂhre Jewish - popula- tackling this pro%)]emarzlx: ;1'8, Wg oy
of Palestine gn;i E ell, we hold-the gates tackled, because we were r:';s ‘ti by
of Palestine an tgzrgmm,sed the Jews a the right hon. Gentleman, in in]trrlogﬂ Y
the Vote, that this is a hich
t , a problem whi
is really beyond what the imaginatilgg
(cj:;; ]jj(l:oncgzze., and therefore the action
ealing with it ought to be in accord.
with the need. We were asked notrt;";f:
quire into the details of the work. We
will respec.t that request, but. we ar;s ve:
gﬁ;nlge% in thesdark as to what actualg
one. -So far as we are told to-
g:l);,h ?xile rt)l[m;:1 hai};een done is that gegtat.?n
/ has been set up, but di
not find, in the information ej T o
I on given to
i 3?yt ﬁzn?i: n;)f ufrgtzncy or of theglimpor‘ta'r:lcsé
0| ed We | e factor. illi
ber SOI;haIt tcl;“?;tmig Etl:nplr%ls a big gf tragedies behinl;i t}.ﬂlsle?a.r?;gﬁl:’lu;;lols
for God’s sake, let us ﬁen 2 place somg. Ve ate being.save and wionne /
V ' ation Pl . e o es how many
where in the Empire w;: h seople cm can e tackled only by e ;
; ere these people ~ Problem can by the ortha.
can get in. I was reminded b fnde 3 socintod with he ;
y the Under. dox method i ith Tatotpomene:
Secretary for the Home Department jn Mental Conu"?:tsgs-atm i et govere-

putting 2 question.
I would lik
The D - . . ) ike to ask the memb
into Hom?g)tf)f; Chairman: We cannot go QQMJttee in what spirit the er of that
)fiice matters on this Vote.. thiis problem. Do they see it inyt;Ppﬁoach
Miss Rathbone: I will not § Supposing the positions were is light?
with it. But if it was a mistakg:t urther - and, instead of them being ;:V?:’ied,
tion the Homg ; 0 men- governmental i R ter-
ok S ot o my s Sucoue and Wt {0 i 1
telling me that I shoul -Secretary in  terror, the - g azi
: d be able t ; » they were those victims and
the question on thiso\l; e to raise themselves th nd were
ote. We vote this h e refugees? Could th
money gladly and only wish ¢ this  honestly say that th they
! that the su th f they themselves; in
we are voting was lar, m 0se circumstances, avould wves, 1
Vote for the aperationt] o, I hope the with what es, would be " satisfied
perational activiti at was being done by th,
Inter-Governmental Committee, xip of the Governmental Commi y the Inter-
mmi i mmittee? It
shall be asked to q ttee, wlugh we me that that is a v . seems to
larger because \s;é‘gli?e to Iater, will be  the grace of God N ia}r_ test. But for
. oecau W ave a h i od, the positi i
sponsibility in this matter, Leteirsysa?e been reversed, and, ix?s!eador%rflzrgﬁé‘ itlxr:gf
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all the threatened victims

we can
grudge the money, but vote it glaﬁg et

Mr. Lipson (Cheltenbam): I am suge

ho;ll'heLDcputy-Chairmun: I am afraid the
fon. - ady must keep off Palestine-and
o ome for Jews. If we once begin to
erl:jcutss _tthat, c;here will be absolutely no
o it, and it has nothing f i
the Question before the Comgmj?teg? vith

Miss Rathbone: In our hearts, i

, 1
;/Iexy much to do with it, becauste wviz
ways remember how many people ar
alr§ady massacred who might be alivg
;m happy now if t"ey had been allowed
0 go to that promised land. We remem.

Goveramental Conimittée ‘being *in : the

. (}osiﬁon of being able to help, they might

1 igéRCH 1944 Diplomatic, etc., Services . p

3. Prize Salvage Act, 1944.

4. Guardianships (Refugee Children)
Act, 1944. .

5. Supreme  Court of Judicature
(Amendment) Act, I944.

6. Disabled Persons (Employment)
Act, 1944.

7. House of Commons Disqualification
(Temporary Provisions) Act, 1944.

8. Income Tax (Offices and Employ-
ments) Act, Ig44.

SUPPLY
Again considered in Committee.
[Major MILNER in the Chair]

-Question again proposed:

** That a Supplementary sum, not exceed-
ing £53.873, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge whick will come in course
of ‘payment- during the year ending on the
31st day of March, 1944, for the expenses In
Zompection with His Majesty's Embassies,
Missions and Consular Establishments Abroad,
and other expenditure chargeable to the Gon-
sular Vote; certain “special grants and pay-
ments, including grants in aid; and sundry
othér services.””

Mr. Lipson: I should like to make it clear
that, in the remarks that T am making, I
am ‘not concerned with personalities but
with a very great tragic human problem.
I have. to ask myself whether the machin-
ery-and the means we have taken-to deal
with this problem bear a proper relation
to it, and are adequate. This matter of
the rescue of refugees is on my conscience,
as | believe it is on the conscience of a
great-many people, and we in this Com-
mittee have a very definite responsibility

in the matter. -

Therefore I would say this. It may be
necessary to conceal a great deal of the
work of the Committee, but many of us
feel that we are not in a position to esti-
mate the value and the importance and the
seriousness -of the work that this Com-
mittee 4s carrying out, and we would like

- a complete assurance &S to whetlier the -
ROYAL ASSENT _machinery. is adequake[ifor it‘s p\glpg:se tﬁr

¥ mmis.  not and, if-it is adequate;  that-the
s’_:’{jf;aga to attend the Lords Gomm O imory is being o 1o the full 80 A
. . i 4 the object'in mind may-be sehieved. We .

Z‘he Housq w:eﬂt, and having returned— e 1d nlso like an assurance that the Com.

Mr. Seraier réported the Royal Asséit  mittee will not hesitate to use, if need be,
io: .

o {inorthodox “metHods 10" tfy
1. Landlord and Tenant -{Requisitioned. Huiiian 1ives. “We would also
Land) Aot, 1944. o berconsidered - whgthe
irgengy  Powers) (Scot-

it is} A
2! Courfs, (Emetgency supplemsiit: the actiot aken: b
lanid), A¢ . .. {Goverr

1475 Royal Assent

themstlves have been needing tmis heip,
and I want to submit, in all earnestness,
that that is the test they should apply to
this problem. 1 have to contess tnat 1
cannot find anytfiing in the. record of
achievement of the Inter-Governmental
Committee to justify any very great con-
fidence that they are alive to the urgency
of this problem, and that the action they
have taken is commensurate with the
need.

Mz, Silverman: Will the hon. Member
ot agree that, within the limits which
they exercise, they do show a sense of
urgency, and that, after all, we should
be_ very grateful to them?

Mr. Lipson: Surely the answer to that
is this—that; if the limits of their powers
are too narrow or too confined, the Com-
mitee ought to say so, instead of saying
that-they are able to deal with the pro-
blem, when they know they are not in
2 position to do so.

Easxl Winterton (Horsham and Worth-
ing): 1 gather that my hon. Friend is
criticising my Ambassadorial colleagues on
the Commmittee and myself—the represen-
{atives of the United States and other
countries—when he talks of they.” It
is only in order to make the point clear
that 1 have interrupted.

Mr. Lipson: We are asked to vote a
sum of money towards the work of an
Inter-Governmental Committee; It is
only right that we should ask, Are we
getting value for the money that is being
spent?; is cnough money being spent?;
and is the dividend in the shape of lives
being saved adequate? .

Whereupon, the GENTLEMAN USHER OF
THE- BLACK RoD being come with a Mes-
sage, The CHAIRMAN left the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER restined the Chair.

sGovernniéntdl C tted by
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[Mr. Lipson.] S

to that which President Roosevelt
found it necessary to take in America—l—l}axl:
was apparently so impressed with the
urgency of the ,problem that he thought
Inter-governmerital machinery by itself
was not sufficient. I would like further
consideration to be given to that matter.

(\:ilmstances that hav
May, 1 think it was, when la
or the Committee had any Sé:;:zrlgxﬁse
gf discussing these matters. There hai?cr
Eeen, since rgth May, great changes in
urope in the circumstances that thes,
I;f;?]sures arebdesigned to meet. Johri
! : ehle, a member of the executi
Hwe in this country are engaged in body in America charged wi‘tI}ex o{hghe
ife and death struggle. That was true M2Hers, said the other da it
when we began the war, it still is true, -and rghtly,  that unless this Zt" ety
we can only hf)pe to succeed in that d0€ within the next fe“g o wge
iﬁgé’f;li by God’s help. If we g0 to God there would be no job left toond s
I"thfﬁ( I:Ilm to help us in our troubls, It is in that spirit that the problem h:é
ihg we ought to put ourselves in « to be approached. I would like to direct
Eel g"th to say to Him that we have the attention of the Committe. to so
Thgte } those we were in a position to help. of the things that have in fact been hme
is the test which I would apply to Pening since May of Jast e
the work of this Inter-Governmenta] Com. on. b
mittee. Here are these hapless refugees,
fCor whom we have a special responsibi].ity:
sc?:n C\:e tgmtle'Sﬂy say, with a clear con- ©nly concerns Poland and I thin
sclence, tha impressed by the urgency of €Oncerns the Jews.
he problem, by the importance of the
time factor, we have done everything that
5 };umanly possible to save human lives?
! Miess we can give a satisfactory answer
o that, T submit we have not done what
we ought to have done. To do an thin,
less than the maximum possible in ayprob<

lem of this ki is si
onoush. is kmg, s simply not good

y be
not merely do things happen, but \f':ugsgl

knowledge of them. I have a

document which has reached Lucr?txi)g]n.o fIE:
k it only
May I, i i
say that I speak in this rﬁatterlzlspss‘sf:\%
al:{d as a Jew I would say at once that
this is by no means entirely a Jewith
problem_r!ot by any means—and no
Jew, knowmg the facts, would think that
it was, or would lose any opportunity of
ponting out that it was not, Y

It remains true, howe
X e, ver, what the h
Lady said, that it is very largely a _Iee\vli):};

Mr. Sitverman (N question, and that
(Nelson and Colne): 1 the Jews are the onl;n;ggf agzl:nsrte{\l/l}%ees
om

would like at once to dissoci
would ! e to dissociate myself, - the Nazis h i
and & ‘yVitzrg:g;iimIm 1ntell')ested in this plete extenﬁi‘;leagz;larxe*g ag'Ohcy i
from any ki o cﬁrg:;i};me .con;:_emed, they expressly say—'as bgﬁggé?egntthem_'—as
express, im0 i » implied or I do not quite know what th, nean by
G direc Commigzgt' oSi the Inter- ihat ‘because, if the _]:;wst re oy
an:j aware e won ittee. witg :g“:; ias I v}ée]ligeremt enemies, | suppose\zggeG:ziael\lr);
and urgoney and in o ne ith ency onvention would apply to th
tion 1oy and pirif o c0-opera- certainly mo atte i -y N zm}i
anry sonen e res;ox?snile; ﬂ;\;}l}o Ci%si;kiaivlvn:l; apply.k But the nI:Igtzilss ::gazgr% tﬁleﬁas)e(lev;;
pay earnest and sincere triby t o1 rootin e, Pon them in._th
Nonld e ute. Nobody of rooting them ou Ry
ﬂ)]lfy art dosmg ,ishg(zj‘zfgig rtehsi’; eﬂ:lsl t\;,'lork deavour 5) solve \\?llllz:t ?sbt:;]%;tii:e: Ic’al?:é
threatened by the evil thi e mcuish ' .
thiece t Question by the exterminati
thronghest o Vi g that stalks in Europe of any t policy
pe tonday € 1A St i pe of any Jews at all. That noli
2 wod or tg s da 1ave is to be resisted’ from i A
Tator on_ o ) y about that a little also resisted i o}llsxde, byt it is
¢ ought 1t st 2T ed- from within, and I want
oy 50 ks ght to  to draw the attenti it
Be ne qouh abgﬁfei’t .so that there should * to some things rtt}(:::lgrrle ‘Lfa th(z?n'Comm'llgm'e
. rcegort _é:tomes from the Jggishmlg\fatim:g?
mimittee,  operating somewh -
. ere
ff;az%’&‘?d it reached London in Febr::3
Ty of is year. In this‘report it is

We are concer
ned to-day with
gl;r:le{ltary Estimate am}i’ we iaﬁg};
ng in and debate large issues of general
. . ly deal with th,
circumstances:’ that hg itated 5 “
Supplemema - have necessitated - a ~ ** Last month e still
ntary Estimate at - ., of Jews | reckoned . the -number:
at all, new cir- 250,{«;;8t(l:natfgeoc)‘gholgnt;"f’etsry olf( ot one
,000, weeks not more

L LT

¢ arisen since I9th ‘0 than 50,000 of us will remain. In the last

-~ =
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declaration was made of the intentions
of all the United Nations. That declara-
tich was simultaneously made elsewhere.
I would suggest to the right hon. Gentle-
man that the time has come when a new
declaration might be made. It is doubtful
whether it has very much effect, but it
has some. We do know that there are
people in Europe who listen. We do know
that there are people in Europe who re-
act. We have information about heroic
acts dome in enemy-oconpied countries
which have the effect of actual rescue, and
many of us think that a new declaration
made now, a new joint warning by the
heads of the Allied Nations, might be
heard. But not only a warning: a de-
claration, that the satellite States could
hear, about the special measures they
could take to stop the deportation, perse-
cution and killing of the Jews. A call
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moment before death the remnants of Polisk
jewry appeal for help to the whole world.
The blood shed by 3,000,000 Jews in Poland
will pursue not only the Hitlerite beasts but
all those who uttered words but did not act
to save a_pegple condemned to extermination
hy the Hitlétite murderers. May this, per-
haps our last voice from the abyss, reach the
ears of the whole world."
There follow descriptions of mass murders.
** In the carly days of November, 1943, all
the Jews in the two large concentration camps
in Poland numbering 25,000 people, were
completely annihilated. On  Wednesday,
November 3rd, the 10,000 Jews in the camp
of Trawniki were marched ouf, surrounded
and machine-gunned. The women and chil-
dren were loaded into 50 -lorries, transported
to the execution place and murdered by
machine-gunning. On Friday, November s5th,
several thousand Jews were massacred in a
similar way in the district of Lublin."”
T am not going to weary the Committee
with a further recital of horrors, but there .
are others of the same kind. They resist. ré‘:i:d‘l}q;}:jeo&a‘?;e t}(:fe t‘h; lle;dzrfs}r?\fmtgz
* On the fourth day, the Jewish youth of - to do what they c ulc{’ mp revent mas-
Bialystok attacked théir persecutors with hand- 0 do wha y €0 to p e
grenades, fire bombs and a couple of machine-  SACres, and the deportations preliminary
ans, Lilling and wounding several hundred to massacres. It Is not a thing which
ermans and Ukrainians. The Germans requires any expenditure of money,
" brought up, as in Warsaw, field-artillery and N .t -
tauk§ wiﬂlz 1,000 armed policemen and S.S. energy or maChmerY’.‘t 15 a declargtlon
and many detachments of Ukrainians. They which, if it succeeded in saving any lives,
%t fire to the Ghetto from all sides. The would be justified. I think jt is realised
that the declaration that was made before
was mot altogether without effect. A

viglent™ fighting continued for™ eight days.
Afterwards, the Jews set fire to, and destroye
the notorious death-camp of Treblinka . . . )

in the ‘region of Chelm-Lublin. The Jews New-one made now might be very oppor-
organised themselves into fighting groups and  tune indeed. Certainly the neglect of it
atfacked tho Germans and Ukrainians, dis would be difficult to justify if there was
%ﬁn’?gtﬂ g’ls-l:ﬁzaml?err.;afndtyt%e crematoria}: fmly t}_\e remotest prospect that the mak-
and the survivors fled to the forests in the Ing of it would succeed in saving any lives
neighbourhood.” at all. )

It is against that kind of background 1 wonld like to say something about the
that we are considering to-day this Sup-  particular machinery that this Supple-
plementary Estimate. It will grow as mentary- Estimate is desigried to pay for.
military defeat after’ military defeat is I have already said something about the
forced upon the Germans. As they spirit in«which the work of this Committee
retiéat, the last retiring German soldier is done, but they are charged with look-
will kill the last available Jew. What ing after refugees, that is to say, look-
proposals have we to make about that? ing after people who have already escaped.
1 would like to make one or two practical It js only when a man, woman Or child
suggestions. I understand that the right hds- succeeded in escaping from some-
‘Hon, Gentleman is going to feply. I “where or other that hie or she comes. under
.cannot ask him to give positive and con- “such jurisdiction and powers as the Inter-
structive replies to all the things that I Governmiéntal Committee jpossess. . Obvi-
propose to suggest now, but I do hope ously,” that cannot bé enough,” bécause
"they will be urgently and sympath_ehca ly there ought to be some way of “crealing
considered, and that if anything can be g *.péople “out so that
.done about it, it ‘will be done without e s,lg_tr-us:_o‘{- ;Q{ugﬁes
undug_delay. ’ e ecome -\r_esgousab{e

When the news fifst:became-Known - of that it
: of the policy. of .com-
there.was enacted’in
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[Mr. Silverman.] :

We have been asked not to talk too mu
_ ch most earnestly to 1 i i
gll?out cefrtgu} matters and nobody would of the quest‘i}:m0 a?::ik ;%a;; ?m%ésczsrltaegt
ouian:hzy :;:‘gbse(i’nzutg (ﬁe(;{)llte candbe got tk;at our country-does not take the secoanlg
, z i , and some place, instead of the first i
attempt ought to be made at active rescue.  both practical politics arll-fi ogll?cter‘arl‘;’tli‘;nd‘s

If the United States thought it worth would compel us'to occupy.

while to set up special i i
machinery alonggide pthe Ixﬁ:r‘iggg;emnf chm\VOUId Il’llke et . e D .thiS
m;{;tal Committee might it not be worth Stategry“‘;:xic ﬁllef;)éegzraélg;rtg thi Umtcﬁ
while to consider whether we i i i v in su
not to set up parallel machiﬂe,[;)yo'ir? ugxlll: le‘sato :See . Cllgneeiﬂ " R Y n auch
country? 1 do not refer to this by wa; that\}\,' dWO‘l e e heary th? N
%f praise, censure or criticism of thg . whicheregtmgggngsui th?lhe?d‘,y ob_hgat}ilons
nited States at all; I point to it as an :ﬂatt d o ot inend 16 Tag
;. i ; that we do not intend
example of the way in which one of our behix?gsaan body i eohorge of oy
principal Allies is attemplti ontions ot i age of those
their obligations when facepd r\lgithn:exzilet ‘t)ibhg;nons. o e ooperatice v
the same problem. It was not a lj h}l,: thnue gnd' S wompetation
thing for the United States to do T}i chOSC do’j‘les o oty of pemetio
havs ok et L S do. fo}; rarge with the responsibility of practical
e ke e e machineryy or fﬁxu%{/wherever it is possible. Bedies like
machinery. Presumably, there is a prac- Ne i fljﬂd T e Posbstine
tical function which that Board will gar ﬁtlgna vy Commltw? e
out. If that is so is it not reasonable lt—}ol wo l’<0th act}vely N ST
inquire whether similar machinery might am ﬁsgan o atm oting bedive o
not be set ap hoon te by sa%n ahmet od evolved of associating bodies of
kind of functions, which, I think, are Clise Eﬁt k'md Wlt!l the ier Governdiantal
tinguished from the functions of the In’(er— gﬂﬂﬂlﬂee_. . b ot e rachinery,
Governmental Committee, in the w i T with S roaee nd” eoneoTir
ARG , ay itself with active rescue and organisation
. : . of rescue. A large number of people who
ay Isay, in passing, that T am afraid 1 getting out are Stateless, They them-
tt_'_l'lere' is a growing feeling that the initizi» selves might be organised and be 3’“ 5::(‘
fve in these matiers, the active urgency way or other represented on these bodies,
(\)V endeavour, is passing from London to because nobody kiows more about the
as}.ung_ton?' I think that if there were Locore of rescue than they do. I need niot
ia):ya]u‘s]t;ﬁca’uon tfor.such a view it would ;ay algy more about other matters which
real ; ave i i
have a gougd’andpllt)):{gt;eecci:;ze ?e pore the Meer;rie?e?;rwéﬁ}; lbg m}}; i Fne'nd
of the victims of political and Orell;ES_Cue Universities (Miss Rat"“gﬂe;ﬂed Fogtiet
Ppersecution, extending over many g‘x:c::ls .

turies. It is one of our - [ 15 matter 1s e: :
roudest h tt s extreme, that it
P est tradi urgency of t '

in the world. is literally true that those ithi
have ceased fo Sﬁonzmgrg:etgnds that.we the next few months will Iby;ogh:agsl w.\oﬁg
fendency to push over ﬂ; l_lt.t.he're isa who can be saved, since afterwardgl ng
these matters to the Unit initiative in  will be left? Do not let us have it on our
Amorica T ke htn;te(li) States of conscience that there were people v\\(n))l:;
that: we ought o resi meothe careful of  might have been ‘saved but wgoo»gere’ not
ourselves. 1o 15 not e e initiative saved because we were not willing to tak
with our traditions ¢ dY in accordance from our other pressing obl'va’t% X ‘ﬂe
Pacause oo 3003 050 but also time, energy or machinery xibece‘o'n‘s :e
scone. T oo mok a{ o S;m es nearer the save them. If the emplo mentgsa}r};h 0
of the machinery we by re wheth_er some time, energy or machineryy\vere ’tod‘ 1 y
li.té]e cumbrous, whether tvhee'lcli?l-zylsinnf;na vi«lit(;ry i pangle day mone of Tus 'wc?u?ig
sidering  mattor ¥ con-  ask for it to be taken, i it i T
Carryingg themtoust'is ;%atc]hmg plans and to say that the onln'“lr:;l;rt gflss;:gticqrxfm
times it might be. I°’1‘{ger than some-  people is hy ensuring a quickes ettty
Minister fode. ox” 1 ) now that ‘the  As  defeat crowds u'onqdéf‘er’v'lpkqtrhy:
cenly about these - éiiéitiy so massacré cml;\vds'up::;’ﬂ;gs y

In conclusion, may I repeat that the
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matters as I do, but I would invite him |

The véry coming of victory may mean the body can mention a topic like this with-
extermination of the last remnants of the out exciting a good deal of feeling. But
Jewish people in Europe. Well, if that [ always imagined that the Jews were
sacrifice were necessary in order again to members of a religion and not of a race.
Pring freedom to the world, let it be made. For that reason it would surely be better
But no one’ls certain that it is necessary. for us to talk about the Poles or the
At any rate, do not let it be on our con- Greeks, or any one else, and include the.
science that there were any lives at all that ~ Jews in that. I have been in touch with
might have been saved that we neglected some of the Polish organisations during
to save. the past week and I have heard some-
 Licut.-Colonel Sir Walter Smiles (Black- thing of ;}‘:s;:g:‘eglea:‘;ﬁzzg°;;;“§z‘§
burn): 1 intervene in this Debate only the gas chambers.' I have believed what
after hearing the last two speeches. One 1 have heard to be true, although when
would imagine that the only refugees in  yoy hear it for the first time you would
the world at present were Jews. Great gimost imagine that it was far-fetched.
publicity is given to every atrocity against  However, after hearing of these things
the Jews, and it is the fecling of Many  from peoples lips one believes them to be
people in this country that 10 times the frye, even in 1944.  But these people
publicity is given to the Jews in this ere talking about the Poles that were
matter .as to members of other races who  ygseacred; they were not talking about
are m?.ltr'eated or murdered. That feeling  those of one religion. If we are to give
is springing up, and it would be just a5 yelief and help—and I am quite sure that
well for my hon. Friend the Member for cyery penny the Foreign Secretary asks
Cheltenham (Mr. Lipson) and my hon. for would be agreed to without demur in
Fnend_the Member for Nelson and Colne  this Hounse—let us at_any rate give to
(Mr. Silverman) not to forget that. the Belgians and the Greeks also. 1 get
i - 1 di ' 3 letters from my own constituency, from
o }{;VL,‘ pos::e' %ndﬁynggex;?.hon the word the Society of Friends I think it is, and
f they tell me that the Belgians and the
Mr. Silverman: Perhaps the hon. and  Greeks have suffered more than any one
gallant Member opposite would do me the else.. I suppose nobody really knows,
courtesy of remembering that I expressly perhaps, even the oreign Secretary him-
said in my speech very much what he is self hardly knows, who has suffered the
saying now. . most, but T am %uite sulx;e th'i:t when 1?1
- f JUTI Debate on this subject takes piace it wi
Sir W. Smiles: I apologise if I am 3. "Gy much bett’er for t_hepne\vspapers
wrong, but.we shall see in Hansard later give publicity to the fact that we are
what was said. At any rate, T think the voting money ior the Greeks,. the Poles
hon. Member for Nelson and Colne men- .4 the Belgians rather than for those of
tioned some organisation for rescue work o religion_only. .
in connection with Jewish refugees. Mr. Groham White (Birkenhead

Mr. Silverman: I expressly said that  Tast): ‘Whatever the hon. Member for
this problem was not by dny means an  Nelson and Colne (Mr. Silverman) may
exclusive Jewish problem and that no Jew or may not have said in the course of
thought it was'so, T also said that, never- his s sech,. there was,one sentence which
theless, it was largely & Jewish problem.  will well in the memory qf‘an,who heard

M, Rathbane: 1 think T know all the 1% 2nd eg 68 the striking phrase (bt

: 1 H : A\ of a
organisations ‘working on this problem. ?efv&?hﬁ?ﬁ?n?ﬁ?efﬁﬁﬁybe cty might
We are perpetually stressing tlmt‘it' isnot < e agiin to_the world, then let it be
only.a Jewish problem, Many non-Jewish 4o “tTaving made, that statenient;, I

people. huvo | been, 40 A Rims d0-net fhink sayon would,want (0,1
e ervbody Jngws gt tat s 61 TG e B atng senterices
so. Hitler’s , policy - f,. exterminating ‘& mat_heywag. not. speaking, for the-.Jews
whole people is con! ned to ﬂ:le Jews, They  1one andyin dead, Ao would propose to
are the principal victims. | limi s discussion 2
gy W, Smiess T ex ected. to -have & the. Jews?. . We, arégd t, - B
. -gébt{ many intemipﬁol;ls, because no- nesses of 8 most repugnant phenomenon

M a

- N - .
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[Mr. White.]

in history. We have enemies inspired by
a fanaticism which apparently is even
stronger than any inspiration and effort
which has been inspired by good pur-
poses. In ‘the last few weeks they have
stated their intention to fight to the last
man in this fifth year of war and then to
commit suicide in large numbers. They
are inspired by the same fanaticism to
wreak their vengeance on anybody who
would prevent them.

I would support the hon. Mernber for
Nelson and Colne in- his suggestion that
machinery, the counterpart of that which
has been set up in Washington, might
be set up in this country if I did not
believe that the right hon. Gentleman
who carries the responsibility in this
House bad not considered it an unwork-
able piece of machinery. I hope it might
at least go forth from the House of Com-
mons to-day that as we were all of one
mind when we passed the original Resolu-
tion on this matter so there is no differ-
ence of opinion among us to-day. We
Members of the. House of Commons are
aware that there are some aspects of this
terrible manifestation that it might be
unwise to discuss. We realise that may
be so, and we are consequently very
guarded in anything we may say.

What we do want from the right hon.
Gentleman is an asgurance that nothing
which could conceivably be done to save
eyen one life will be neglected. My hon.
Friend the Member for Nelson and Colne
said that, as events march on, there may
in a few months be no problem of this
particular kind to solve, but I am not
sure that I am as pessimistic as that.
Tl}erc are events on the horizon which
will make the satellite countries reflect
very seriously as to théir course of action
and it may ‘well be, sooner rather than
later, that events will take placé which
will make someof the satellite countries,
who are now holding down large popula:
tions, consider very seriously whether
even at this late stage they cannot do
something which can be placed on the
credit side of their balance sheet. I do
not know what can be done. The right
hon.' Gegﬂeman may have some means
at his disposal, and 1 emphasise that
aspect of the affair. I only. intervened
because I wanted to express my convic-
tion that we were unanimous in the
;natter; Ther(? has never been any dif-
erence - of opinion. We, as individual

» ’
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Members, have not the responsibjlity; it*
lies upon the shoulders of my ﬂgl‘ﬂql;'onl.
Friend, and he himself must seek the best
way out.

Mr. Astor (Fulham, East): 1 am
going to back up the words spoken with
such eloguence by the hon. Member for
East Birkenhead (Mr. G. White). I am
interested in the refugee question, and
in the Middle East I actually had to look
after a very large refugee camp of
Greeks. I want to make ome or two
points which I think are important. It
Is very important to keep perfectly separ-
ate the refugee question and Palestine.
We were able to get enormous help in the
Lebanon, Palestine and Egypt from the
local inhabitants because there was no
question of creatin,

The Chairman: I am sorry to interru

H t
the hon. N_[ember but we cannot discui
conditions in Palestine on this Vote.

Mr. Astor: With great deference I will
avoid that point. I only wanted to skate
over it very briefly, because it has, to some
extent, almost prejudiced the possibility
of getting Jewish refugees out of Eastern
Europe, and I think that, whatever may
be people’s feeling in the matter, it does
not in any way take away from the
Christian duty fo get as many of these
refugees out as we possibly can. If we
neglect to do anything now which can
possibly be done, we shall curse ourselves
later on for our short sightedness. In
the ‘recent pamphlet of my right hon.
Friend the Minister of Health it said there
were not enough dentists in this count,
}g pr(zi\udfe‘ tre'iltment for all the children

need of it. I wonder how i
dentists before the war- i jIeWISh

The Chairman: The hon. Gentleman is
now encroaching upon the Home Office.
That matter does not arise here.

Mr. Astor: T only wanted to suggest
certain considerations which might in-
fluence a-representative of that Commit-
tee in his attitude towards refugees.

. Earl Winterton (Horsham and Wonth-
ing): I can give my hon. Friend the
assurance that my opinion Wwill not be
biased by any of the matters he has men-
tioned; one way or the other,

Mr. Astor: 1 very much reg\rétit'ha/_t my

noble Friend is not going to be influenced
to somé’ extont— O )
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+ -Earl Winterton: My hon. Friend is

trenching on a very dangerous form of
argument. I have no Ministerial respon-
sibility. ~ Ministerial responsibility rests
with my right hon. Friend opposite. I
merely represent his views.

Mr, Astor: I am very sorry if anything
1 say may not be able to sway my noble
Friend, but I hope I am still at liberty to
mention certain considerations in which
he may take an interest on reflection. I
hope we shall not follow the American
system of setting up a special office, be-
cause all my experience is that these new
mushroom Government Departments are
never strong enough to deal with a really
strongly-entrenched Government Depart-
ment.

The Chairman: The hon. Member is not
entitled to discuss the arrangements made
by another country. Will he please con-
fine himself to the subject matter of the
Estimate. )

Mr. Astor: With deference, Major
Milner, the hon. Member for Nelson and
Colne (Mr. Silverman) mentioned the
possibility of having some form of
separate office. I do not want to go
funther than he did. I was only following
up what he said on the purely practical
point_that it is not the hbest system of
organisation to start a special body but
to get a really high official in an existing
Department specifically charged with this.
On the question of what we can say to
peutral countries, the principle has been
admitted that the satellite Powers can
work their passage back. We have defi-
nitely made a distinction between the
treatment of Germany and the treatment
of the satellites. We must make is abso-
lutely clear that one of the factors influenc-
ing our treatment of the satellite Powers
after the war is their attitude towards the
refugees within their borders. There is a
wide divergence, and we should make it
_quite clear and explain to them that in
our relief operations immediately after the
war, in any sanotions that we may im-
pose, in our general- treatment of them
politically, this will be a factor \vhlch‘ will
definitely infi our treatment of them.
what has been si\_id,i

{hiat this should go out from the House o

-C:m:mns as ha\gring ibeen backed up by

-representatives of every party. * .

Mr. D. Grenfell (Gower): I should like

“to foliow & “same  direction” and in

- Nogd vt - ‘ .

I want to reiterate
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the same tone as the hon. Member for
East Fulham (Mr. Astor). If 1 were not
able to convince the Committee that this
is a case of exceptional urgency I should
not have felt it worth while to listen to
the speeches already made. My first re-
flection is that we are a highly fortunate
body of politicians to occupy the only
available place in Europe for a discussion
on this subject. In this small island we
are separated from the mainland of
Europe by a very narrow sea, and we
have been able fo escape the sense of
dread, fear and horror which closer ac-
quaintance with the problem has conveyed
to people in various parts of Europe. This
is not really a Jewish question, though
the Jewish people are involved to perhaps
a greater extent than anyone else. There
are other refugees—Greeks, Yugoslavs,
Belgians, French, Norwegians and Danes
have been mentioned—many of whom -
have found a home away from home and
many of whom are here enjoying our hos-
pitability, if it can be termed such.

I regard it as a very great privilege for
Members of this House to be able to ex-
tend this offer and to make this modest
provision of £50,000, envisaging a larger
expenditure later on, to be applied to what
is called operational expenditure. Opera-
tional expenditure is very difficult to de-
fine, but it certainly means the making of

ovision for the reception, maintenance,
transport and regulation of this very un-
happy traffic which is now taking place
surreptitiously under clandestine arrange-
ments, Many are escaping. They are
leaving the areas of danger and coming
within reach of a helping hand and what
we are proposing is that at least £50,000
shall be available to extend that and to
meet halfway those people who are flecing
from the wrath of their enemies on the
Continent and seeking salvation and sanc-
tuary in this very fortunate country and
in other parts of the world:

1 agree with the right hon. Gentle-
man who is responsible for the Estimate
that this is not the end, but the beginning
of a very large plan of salvation,in Wwhich
we are joined -directly by the United
States, who have commitied themselves
to the same financjal extent as we have
done. 1 should like us not: to be. too .
squeamish- about the. nationality . and- tiie
religion of the people we are savingi This
Is the anniversary of the:patron :saint of
my-country; - His hiame was - David;'but
R T s o
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[Mr. Grenfell. ]

David originally was not a Welsh name.
David was a Jew, a lovable character, a
brave man and a human man, and the
David who became the patron saint of our
country was equally lovable and equally
brave. The oaths that we take, the
vows we offer in this House were origin-
ally based upon & Jewish institution and
a great Jewish character, who lived his
life and died equally bravely as he had
lived. There is the problem.

1 should like us to dismiss the priorities
in this matter. A Jew is no more entitled
to sympathy in distress than anyone else,
and I do not think anyone else says that
in the House, but it is a lamentable fact
that millions of people are homeless in
Europe. No one can predict the propor-
tion of those who can get away from the
areas of danger, but certainly there are
areas where life is very uncertain, and
there is no object more worthy of human
sympathy than a hunted human being.- I
did some work in relation to the Sudeten
Germans in the time of Munich and T
was privileged to conduct the two first
parties from Pragué to Gdynia. It was
very uncomfortable for me, but I will-
ingly incurred the risks and discomfort
and fatigue attendant upon those jour-
neys.

1 shall always‘remember the courtesy of
" the Foreign Secretary of those days,
There was no hesitation at all, and on
the direct applications that I made to
him sufficient sums were made available
to send 400 people who were in immedi-
ate danger of their lives, They were
German speaking people—there may have
been some Jews among them—and they
were in danger. On that journey I had
occasion to go through Poland and I saw
the Polish ghetto. I, who had always
been sympathetic with the history of that
race, saw in a way I had never previously
witnessed the limitations and hardships
long ago imposed on the Jewish commu-
nity. There are people who have escaped
from Hungary -and: other places, and. if
there is arything we can do in Parliament
to help them we should do it.

I congratnlate -my; right hom Hjend
on the sympathy and vhderstanding he
has: shown, -He..is. a worthys son. 6?; a
watthy. father, - This just gives him, an
oppartunity. whight it netural.to. hjm, and
I believe: that- he. will avail himsef- of; it.
It is an opportunity which will be fully

o R g
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taken by us in this House and*shared
by our people. Do not let us be afraid
to tell our people about these things. In
this country I per cent. of our popula-
tion is of the Jewish race. What is wrong
with the gg per cent. that they should
not be told? In Germany the- percentage
is also I per cent. We know what was
wrong with the German Reich and the
German people. We must carry out’our
work of charity, rescue and salvation re-
-gardless of race. I hope that the Com-
mittee will. dedicate itself to-day, not
merely by supporting this Vote, but by
doing and preparing to do something
much more in the next six or twelve
months than we have done in this regard
in thelast two or three years. If this Vote
is only a spur to greater effort fo help
these people towards personal security,
we shall have done a good day’s work in
this Committee.

Mr. Law: I am sure that my honm.
Friend the Member for Gower (Mr. Gren-
fell) truly represented the views of the
Committee when he welcomed the pay-
ment which it is proposed that we shall

make towards the expenses of the Inter-

Governmental Committee. I am sure,
too, that he represented the views of hon.
Members when he urged

problem should not %}e

tion. The hon. Gentleman the Member
for Nelson and Colne (Mr. Silverman) re-

ferred us back to the dark and hideous

background against which we have to con-
sider this problem. ¥ think he was quite
right to do so. He was right to impress
dpon us once again, not only the impor-
tafice of the problem, but its urgency. The
hon. Member made what was certainly a
dismal prophecy, and what miy prove
to be a true prophecy, when hé said that,
as defeat drew nearer Getmafly, -so the
excesses against the Jews -would”inerease
in, intensity. * That may bé so, but: I'tiope
that it will not be s6. I'am iitore:inolitied
to hgree With iy hoti. Frlend:tha:Member
for Enst Birkenhead: (M, Gihais White)

when He téniinded us that ad deftatrdiow
fiearett {0 Ge¥many, so'-the: satellite: coun-
triey would attemipt to- reiihisnte’ _tis}zﬁe;it-
ilg: thése™ unhappy people: more: detently

and giving thent thie sanchusey which they. -
lagk.at- the: presedt. tims, ..., :
* The honi- Membeg-for. Nel

n-ang:

o
asked me to consider various suggestions

that the refugee |
left only to the
Inter-Governmental Committee, but that §
we should work at it in other ways céase- B
lessly until we can get some kind of solu- H

YT Supply: Commitize—
he made, and, in particular, the possi-
bility of making a new declaration which
he described, 1 think, as a call to the
p’eoplj% of Europe from-the heads of the
Unitel® Nitions. Certainly that will be
considered, but i the fieantim¢ I would
temind the hon. Gentleman and my hon.
Friend thé Member for East Fulhiam (Mr.
Astor), whoalso touched upon”the neces-
sity of giving warning, particularly to the
satellites of Germany, that there has never
been any doubt about the attitude of
opinién in this country and, indeed, of
World spinion, to what has been going on
in Europe under German rule and to the
persecution of the Jews and the general
treatment of mirorities and réfugees. No
ome in any of the satellite coiintries can
Be in any doubt of the fact that the
British attitude and, indeed, the wotld
attitude, towards them after the war is
bound to be affected by the way they act
ity this matter of Jewish persecution. There
can be no doubt whatever of that, and,
indeed, the satellite countries are now
getting very serious warnings through the
wireless, to which we must hope they are
paying due attention. I have no doubt
that the Committee will vote the Supple-

_mentary Estimate for this purpose, but

more than one of my hon. Friénds have
expreséed their feeling that what we are
doing in voting this: morey, and; indeed,
whaf the Inter-Governmental Committee
can do, is not really sufficient for the
-problem, I was, incidentally, "glad .that
the hon. Member for Nelson and Colne
dissociated hirself from the criticism of
the Inter-Governmental Committee which
the hon. Member for Cheltentiam® (Mr.
Lipson) made earlier. I am sure that that
criticism ‘was not in .any way justified

and that the Members of. the Committee,

ate treating this matter :with just the
seriousness and siricerity which the hon.
Gentleman himself would require,.

My hon: Friend. the" Member: for the
English Universities- (Miss . Rathbong)
+ oi . the: same: point: of :view: as the: hor.
Member. for. Gheltenhain:. She, 1oo, felt
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Cheltentiam and the hon. Member for
Nelson and Colile stressed the fact, as it
ssemed to them, that this must be so and
that the Ifter-Governmental Committee
cannot be up to its job because the Presi-
dent of the United States has just
recently created the War Refugee Board.
I hope that I may be able to persuade
my hori. Friends, or to persuade the
Committee as a whole, that that is &
fallacy, and that the fact that the War
Refugee Board has been set up in the
United States is not in any sense a
criticism of the Inter-Governmental Com-~
mittee.

Diplomatic, etc., Services

Mr, Silverman: No doubt the right hom.
Gentléman will récoghise that, when I
advocated the setting up of machinery in
this country parallel to the War Refugee
Board of the United States, I was not
doing so in any way as a criticism of tlie
nter-Governmenital Corimittes.  The
point I was making was, that as the
Inter-Governmental ~ Committee wis
charged -with the fate of refugees after
they had become such, there ought fo
be governmental machinery to provide
the Committee with the raw material.

.. Miss: Rathbone: I think we all must
‘make- it tlear that nome of us were
criticising the Inter-Governmental Com-
mittee when speaking of the War Refugee
Board. The Inter-Governmental Com-
mittes, because it is inter-governmental,
must depend upon the actions of the
Governmerits représenfed upon it, and
therefore, both Governments should have

* their own separate machinery for dealing

with the work. Such machinery - would
supplement and not supersede- the Inter-
Governmental Comunittee.

M, Loy I arii afraid that T fitst have
éxpressed’ myself badly, and' 1 apolegise
to.ho. Memberd” and. to' the” Conimittée
for-doing so. 1 did rot redlly
iniply that™ they ,hadkgéx
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Mr. Lipson: Did not the right hon.
Gentleman himself say that the work of
the Inter-Governmeptal Committee was
not sufficient by itself to deal with this
problem?

Mr. Law: Yes, Sir, and if the hon.
Member had had a little more patience he
would have found that I was going to
repeat exactly that argument. [ spoke
earlier in the Debate about the necessity
for international co-operation in these
matters. I think every hon. Member
would agree that!there are some matters
which can be handled far better by an
inter-governmental body of this kind than
by any particular Government, but that
does not at all rule out the necessity that,
as well as international action, there has
to be national action in these matters.
For that reason, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment welcomed most heartily  the
institution of the War Refugee Board in
the United States, and we shall be willing,
and indeed anxious, to give that War
Refugee Board, as a part of the United
States adminjstration, our very warmest
support and sympathy. We are working
on all these maiters in the closest
relations with the United States adminis-
tration. 1 do not knop roit is
generally known amongHon:" Members
that we have recently sent instructions to
every one of our missions abroad likely
td*be involved in refugee matters that
they should seek out and collaborate with
their American opposite numbers on
refugee matters to the fullest extent in
their power.

1 know that I cannot go' very far in
discussion of the War xg(eluge?:, Board
without transgressing the Ruung whnich
you have given, Major Milner. On tne
other hand, there has been such a great
deal said about the War Retugee Board
and so many appeals have been made to
the Government here to institute a simijlar
‘body in this country that.I hope 1 may,
withouit getting into trouble,,j’lllzst touch
upon thaj as of the -matter, ~I.do not
think that doit” Members who havé raised
the. question of the Joint Refugee Boar
quite redlise the constitutiogal ik
between . this courtty ‘and 'thg...
States.

Undgr oui.system . of mm 3
ty it would, in'fact; be impi
tdesiy

‘institute an “indepef

£53,873, b
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such a body in this country.  THere is
already a Cabinet Committee concerned
with these matters; and that Cabinet
Committee has at its disposal an adminis-
trative staff in the form of the Refugee
Department of the Foreign Office. So we
really have the substance of what the
President of the United States has just
institated, a
Refugee  Board.- For constitutional
reasons, I do not see how we could imitate
the gtructure of that Board, and, for
practical teasons, I cannot see that we
__sthould gain any advantage from imitating
it.

Miss Rathbone: One thing that struck us -

very much was that the American Board
had a whole-time executive director, who
was directly in touch with three Secre-
taries of State and had direct access to the
President. Has the Refugee Department
of the Foreign Office access to Ministers
and to the Prime Minister in the same
way?

The Chairman: We cannot go into the
details of this organisation. The right
hon. Gentleman has said quite sufficient
about it.

Br. Law: Might T answer, in a sentence,
what the hon. Lady has asked? We have
really got exactly what she wants. "We
have a full time administrative staff, not
in the persons of single directors, but in
the shape of the staff of the Refugee
Department of the Foreign Office. That
staff is directly responsible to my right
hon. Friend and, through him, to the
Cabinet Committee. I do not. think there
really is the practical difference that some
hon. Members imagine there to be.

T do not think there . were any other
prints raised in the Debate. 1 think the
Committee has -miade it abundantly clear
that it ‘wants the work of rescue for these
unfortinate :people‘to. be proceeded with
with the’ utmost possible vigour and dis-

paich. 1 ce}n:éssurg the Committee that
His Majesty's Government are prepared to

do:evérything they. possibly can to find a

" solution of this :problem, in co-operation’

with athérnations where that is necéssary,
afid individually as a Governiriejit ' igte
that'is possible. R

‘/:Qi.\és:tiqn,put, and agreed ‘,to., .

‘That a-Supplenmentaty sum,
anted-to s Maj

in the shape of the War -
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the ,charge which will come in course of pay-
ment Ruring the year ending on the 31st day of
March, 1944, for the expenses in conmection
with His Majesty’s Embassies, Missions and
Consular Establishments Abroad, and other ex-
penditurg chargeable to the Consular Vote;
certain Special grants and payments, including
grants in aid; and sundry other services.”’

- Crass V
OrLp AGE PENSIONS

Resolved : .

* That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding
£350.000, be granted to His Majesty to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st day
of March, 1944, for the payment of Old Age
Pensions, pensions to blind persons, and for
certain administrative expenses in connection
therewjth.”’

Resolutions to be reported upon the next
Sitting Day; Committee to sit again upon
the next Sitting Day. -

REPORT [11¢h February]
" Resolutions reported:

Crvir ESTIMATES, SUPPLEMENTARY
ESTIMATE, 1943

Crass II
DOMINION SERVICES

1. ** That a Supplementary sum, not exceed-
ing £10, be granted to His Majesty, to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 3jist day
of March, 1944, for sundry Dominion services,
including - certain grants in aid, and for_ex-
penditure in_connection with Ex-Service Men
in Eire, and for a grant in aid to Eire in
transferved

respect of compensation  to

officers.”

DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE (SOUTH
ArricaN HicH COMMISSION
- TERRITORIES)

2. ** That a Supplementary sum, not exceed-
to His Majesty to defray
1l come in course of pay-
ment during the'year ending on the 3ist day
of March, 1944, for the development of the
resources of the South African High Com-
mission Territories and the welfare of their

£20,800, be gran
the charge which

peoples.’’ N
Crass V

SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS

. ** That a Supplementary sum, not exeged-
2 3,000,000, bgP raiited to His Mn]ssty,‘t?

ch will come’in cout

ing £3,00 ]
de%m’y ‘the charge w.
K;ymont ‘during' the
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year ending on. the- 3ist
At of 1
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Crass VI

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
F1SHERIES

4. ** That a Supplementary sum, not exceed-
ing £10, be granted to His Majesty, to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st day of
March, 1944, for the salaries and expenses of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, and
of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, including
“grants, grants in aid and expenses in respect
of agricultural education and research, eradica-
tion of diseases of animals, and improvement
of breeding, etc., of live stock, land settle-
ment, improvement of cultivation, drainage,
etc., regulation of agricultural wages, agricul-
tural credits, and marketing; fishery organisa-
tion, research and development, control of
Jiseases of fish, etc.; and sundry other services
including certain remanet subsidy payments.”’

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR
SCOTLAND

5. ** That a Supplementary sum, not exceed-
ing £8.520, be granted to His Majesty. to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st day
of March, 1944, for the salaries and expenses
of the Department of Agriculture for Scotland,
including grants for land improvement, agri-
cultural education, research and marketing, ex-
penses in respect of regulation of agricultural
wages; certain grants in aid, and remanet sub-
sidy payments.”

STATE MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS

6. * That a supplementary sum, not exceed-
ing £10, be granted _to His Majesty, to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st day
of March, Tg44, for the salaries and expenses
of the State Management Districts, including
the salaries of the central office, and the cost
of provision and management of licensed
premises.”’
Crass X

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FISHERIES (WAR SERVICES)

_ “* That a Supplementary _sum, 0Ot ex-
cegding {10, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come in course of

ayment duting the year ending on the 318t
'gny of March, 1944, for the cost of the war
services of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries."”’

MINISTRY OF AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION

8. ‘* That a Supplementary subl _mot ex-
ceeding {10, be grgn(ed_ to ‘His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come.in course 0
payment during the year ending on the 31st
day of March, 1944: for the salaries and ex-
ponses of the Ministry of Aircraft Produttion.

MinisTRY OF FUBL AND POWER
sily, ** That n Supplementary: sum, not ok~
cegding 10, be L2 ted to His Majesty: to
defray the charge which -will come course
F p t. during the year endin

arch, "1944':‘0}&]& pay: ot o
Pensions-'to cgrtaln persons, 0. TEIN
i&? Ago Pensions of Widows' Pensions.

of pa g. the i ]
1 . of March, 1044, for tha salaies hd
2;;%::{:{ of the Ministry of Fuel'and Power."'

a
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INISTRY OF HEALTH (WAR SERVICES)

yo. ** That a Supplementary sum, pot 6%
ceeding £10, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the
315t day of March, 1044, for the cost of the
svar services of the Mimistry of Health.”

MixisTRY OF HOME SECURITY

11. “ That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding £10, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the
3ist day of March, 1944, for the salaries and
expenses of the Ministry of Home Security.”

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY

12. ““ That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding f1o. be granted to His Majesty, to
-defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the
31st day of March, 1944, for the salaries and
expenses of the Ministry of Supply. including
‘the expenses of the Royal Ordnance Factories.”

MinISTRY OF WAR TRANSPORT

13. '* That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding f10, be granted to His Majésty, to
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the
31st day of March, 1944, for the salaries and
expenses of the Ministry of War Transport.”

MinISTRY OF WORKS (WAR SERVICES)

14. ' That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding {10, be granted to His Majesty, to

defray the charge which will come in course -

of payment during the year cnding on the
31st day.of March, 1944. for the cost of the
war services of the Ministry of Works.”

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR
SCOTLAND (WAR SERVICES)

15. ' That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding f10, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the
31st day of M[an‘:h, 1944, for the cost of the
war services of the Department of Agricult
for Scotland.”” P & e

Crass 1T

IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMMISSION

16. “* That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding £3,916, be granted to His Majesty. to
defray the charge which will come in- coufse
of gagrment during the year ending on ‘the
318t" day of March, 1944, for certain salagies
and expenses of the Imperinl War Graves Com-
mission, including purchase of lahd in the
United Kingdom and a grant in ald:"* "~

Crass VIII

SUPERANNUATION AND RETIRED
ALLOWANCES - noe,

17. “ That a Supplementary -sum; 5ot ooy

ceeding £50,000, be granted toidlis 'M,gljesl'yf%

defray ,tho charge which will come in ‘confss

©f payment during the year -ondihg’” on: thd

318t .day of March, 1944, for éfipgtanuaiioh-

Vicproy:iad' be
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aznd other non-effective annual allowances,
additional allowances, gratuities, compaséion-
ate allowances and supplementary pensions in
respect of civil empoyment.””

Crass I

TREASURY AND SUBORDINATE
DEPARTMENTS

18. ‘* That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding £6.930, be granted to His Majesty. to
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the vear ending on the
31st day of March, 1944, for the salaries and
other expenses im the Department of His
Majesty's Treasury and Subordinate Depart-
ments, and the salaries and expenses of certain

Ministers appointed for special duties.”

Resolutions agreed to.

INDIA (ATTACHMENT OF STATES)
BILL {Lords]

Order for Second Reading read.

The Attorney-General (Sir Donald
Somervell): 1 beg to move, ‘‘ That the
Bill be now read a Second time.”

This Bill is concerned with the parts of
India known as Kathiawar and Gujerat
in which, together with large Indian States
with full administrations, there are a very
large number of small and in some cases
very small areas described as States,
though I think it would probably be more
accurate in the use of language to describe
them as estates. They are scattered.
Their number is about 400 and the total
population is some 8oo,000. Forty of
them are less than a square mile in area,
and more than balf are about the size of
an ordinary rural parish—seven, eight or
nine square miles. “The problem as to
how these areas can best be administered
so that those who live ipn them may have
the advantages in such matters as educa-
tion, health services, communications,
and so on which individually owing, as
the House will see, to the size of the areas,
t_h,;;y cannot of course provide for them-

- selves;  has engaged for some years the

attention "of th¢ Viceroy in his capacity
Crown representative,

The reason for submifting this Bill to
Pailiament is a r¥csiit decision in the local
ich .is~called the Court of the
issioner in which appeals
ris ‘established by the Crown

Yor‘these small States are
s -Judicial . Commissioners’
that the steps.which the
ing with a vigw to
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The Lorp CHANCELLOR took his seat on thé]q

Woolsack, X
The Reh in Civil “Bill

‘was received from the Commons, and read-a urst X

time.

The House of Commons Dis ua!lﬁcauon
(Temporary Provisions) Bill-and the Income Tax
(Offices and Employments):Bill passed*their ré-
maifiing stages.

uj
A Royal Commission, consxsting of the Lorp
Ds.1a

CHANCELLOR, EARL ‘Warr, and Lorp
Abpisox, sat and sighified the. Royal Assent to
the following Acts.—-Landlord and -~ Tenant | wl
{Requisitioned  Lafid), (Emérgency
Powers) (Scotland), Pnze Salvage, Gual hi;
(Refugee Children), Supreme Court.of.

ture {Amendment), Disabled Persons (Em)
ment), House of Commons Disqualification
(Temporary Provisions), and Im:ome Tax (Oﬂiccs
and Empldyments).

SOIL FERTILITY
VISCOUNT BLEDISLOR asked the Govern-
ment what steps they 'were -taking, by making
provision for larger’ suppliés of festilizets and/or
by prescribing different-methods of husbandry,
to maintain the ebbing fertility of lhe farm lands
of Great Bn!am.

during and aiter the war.
papers.  Thénoble lord said wé could not
satisfy our post-war .food. requu'
as the crying needs. .of the en
countries unless - wé~ made” good-
deficiencies, the ctilef. of -which. were humus on

the one hand, angd phosphates :on the other. m

The. cumulative effect of the Jong application
of phosphates to culfivated land wis of all factory)
the mos* serious, and ‘the ‘most condumvo 1o
plant starvation and deficiency - disea T
wasespecially so in the ca.
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. BURKE (Bu!‘t\ley, Lab) asked.
Minister of Information if thé :Atlantic Chi ri‘
hid been the subject. bf dny broadcasta within this
couitry “during the Jast 12 months ;and
0V Many occ: smns i elher Gy p
thgs hid been a tz is
| déaling with the. mmﬂl" of .the ¢
ﬂ‘ﬂsame erlo B Y50, how many and in|¢

ch re RENDAN ‘BRACKEN
{Paddingls
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past .y
frequent b h
Likewisey, y.-a eeting: er
M.o1. auispices have: ken the Atlantic Chagier
as. their sul;ject, its pringiples are naturally used
ag a text whenever a. speaker has .occasion to
disciiss the war aims of the United Nations.” The
Supply cof factual -information . abot the whr
commues lu be lhe purpose of the great majority
of M ., platforps. ~ Mr.
BURKE askdd whet ef, in view of the increas-
mg ‘importance, of the Charter as the war weipt
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on the sublect o
SI]

a}ses,c ‘nover%
s ey sal

been—~no| f&

m,nmnn,.:n.;—va

itship.in yunspruu'en;e. )

e Arden scholarship and wi

ﬂt “ioining the m:nhem Cm:\u
ut firs - He-

Recordet.of Blackbum in 18&6‘

that office uiitil his resignation in 922!

‘took silk... He was the author of a

N

Cowms <05 o

] g:sza iz
=

g'ker,huthlsa endange
ayaity. unfatlis Grqd\n}lly,
iament -and:{he




ary ¢
teprésentations
siments for.addi-_—,
bstacle” would: be
ry;:or: the
er 4 definite
that

t'could

about by a_quicks

believed. “The 'Go’

Lor 1o
odings.

of the Govemmexi ¢ { 3 3
forestry in  this country and moved' for, papers 7 - i c b wi Ja 10
“LORD CROFT, Under-Secietary, Way-Office, |’ : 4 : Jihough"he itwas d 1o some
said that the Foreitry Comtission had _been A v The Tnteenation: C'msshud‘
fiza- L be . :
tion of a Forestry Corps of from:25,000 000 V2R E ), £, GRAN-{h his,in spita ot Fepeated niations,
men, to be emp! -‘dmask‘!lmb‘e& f” - ys: L - & Phil
forests, and on road-making, &g., %&:r de ancé ofpnsl-&yar‘ciyil 'aviation had recen . been
camps, and would be available for swork. b eXperis
had been instructed to in atocks, | ence. -and further investigations: were, prgceedine:
to proceed with larid acquisition, - garry SECRET: DEBATE ON TANK
Jabour and materials available. Quartities of - In_reply‘to. Mr, HAMMERSLEY (Willesden
home-grown seced were being kept’ in . reserve. |2 U), Mr. EDEN, Secrclary .of State for |¢
ital i i tional 3 1 said that,,subject 1o the rules of the Housc and EC € hiL resnted;  The cC
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e necessary -arrangements for a:debate in secret |S] » Hed- by
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. session on British tanks to take placé on the next to thiai. set up-in the,
Their lordshibs rose. consideration. - of réfugéesthis .country should_toke the
- The Lords amendments to the Disabled Per-|initiativg and"giv tad to other nations. .We
N y - or fefuge: . -
HOUSE OF COMMONS 'REINSTATEMENT ‘BILL | by LISON (Chelinhoms, Tnd.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH || On the motion for the third reading of the|the House would fike 8 gompleto. assui
. ER (Wolverhampton, E., L) said srnmental Commiltes was:adequiate and that
GERMAN AIR TACTICS the Bill was & sincere attempt to_deal with-an |the athinery w ing uled to the fall.
3 t catricd. out jts\plans { i
L Reping to M. L O O Secrotury | ment,egrried out ftpians, for work for all it PLIGHT OF. POLISH JEWS. .
methods employed by the German Adf Forcs i | weleomed the Bill. Althbugh it was.a limited ch o said, achéd London iast nfonth
the present serics of attacks °n'l‘°“d°{‘ug;5(f.si¥l‘ég measure it would mean much to the men-ia the nat ] operating
" ; iribef

working out a scheme in outlirie for;the or; i té exercise
might best be used: for -ll}&' assjst-
raobilization. - The men_would b .
Siate Forests of private Woods. © | at 5, British Commonwealth ‘and-Empire confer-
out other preparatory work within the
Forestry in due course would assume a- place of Foreign Affhirs"(Wariick and Leamington, U.), |1
ing alon; scientific lin?s at the earliest possibie would be to ‘make the (€ ol
sitting day when the Army E;li:na\es were under time_ gxedulive ’dii"ec;ufn(‘e““
sons (Employment) Bill were. agreed. to. ihop,ld find ‘a_place- somewhiere in lheVEm;.sirc
The Sefaxer took the Chair. Rﬂ\:}aﬁ% in Civil Employment Bili, the Government. thht, the. niachinery of the Inter-
Replying to M. IVOR THOMAS (Keighley, extremely -difficult situation, but it the Govern-{
for Air (lzg uIENThanct, U.), said the “tactical | Mr. ELLIS SMlTHlegfik the Laboué-Party| V. qiidled -from a_doctiment
certain features which had been devel services I Nt e

the winter of 1940-41. This was to be expected | "pM ERSKINE-HILL (Edinburgh, N.; U ' sai ] b
and none had come as a SWiprise. - the whole House would %mpe thatg thie - BUII \?/;ﬁig I I¢ forritbry of Pol
HOLIDAY TRAVEL pc\éer co$e 1‘11“0 Opbmtim} Bila'lL Butdif it did, ks
_ it deserved the.sipport of all interested parties.
Mr. ELLIS SMITH (Stoke, L“igf) asked thepfe thanked Mr. Bepvin for gencrous Concgssions
Parliamentary Secretary to" the Ministry of War | jp ‘regard to Regulatiops. rom ber last
Transport if he was taing any steps to avoid the| 'y [EUT.-COL. MARLOWE (Brighton, U.) said | 1 that eatly_in Noyembel o
confusion that took place on the railways at|the Bill had many defects, but deserved suppor, i Sva lacgest concenteadon ‘ngmel
holiday time Jast year during this year's relaxa- | Most of the criicisms levelled against it, how- cring ¥ 23,009 A8 oc&x,!‘\)p A
tion periods; could he make a full statement]ever, hnd been perféctly valid. o | - T -another, R
on what he proposed for the guidance of the] Mr. BECLENGER (Bassetiaw, Lab.) said that (i L
peeple; and was it his intention to apply » the Bill was only an instalment. They wished it

“Jows. -He sugee

-hit h\s,c%urﬁﬁx

Refigeos B
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ATD FOR REFUGEES|

BERITISH AND AMERICAN [E:

s

] COOPERATION
‘HOUSE OF LORDS '
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 -
The Lorp CHANCELLOR took his seat on the
'oolsack,
The Rei in Civl Bili
received from the Commons, and read a first

The House of Commons Disgualification
XTcmporary Provisions) Bill and the Income Tax
fiices and Employments) Bill passed their re-
pnaining stages. ,
A Royal Commission, consisting of the Lorn
{CranceLior, EARL DB La WaRR, and LorD
¥Anpison, sat and sighified the Royal Assent to
he following Acts:—Landlord and . Tenant
Requisitioned ~ Land), Courts _(Emergency
Powers) (Scotland), Prize Splvage, Guardianship
H{Refugee Children), Supreie Court of,_Judica-
Fure (Amendment), Disablell Persons (lf.mploy-
fment), Housp of Commons Disqualification
(Temporary Proyisions), and Income Tax (Offices
nd g{mploymen(s). -
SOIL FERTILITY
VISCOUNT BLEDISLOE asked the Govesn-
ment what steps they ‘were taking, by making
provision for larger supplies of fertilizers and/or
by prescribing different - methods of husbandry,
B (0 maintain the ebbing fertility of the farm lands
Roi Great Britain, with a view to the continued
maximum output of home-grown food both
¥during and .after the war, He also moved for
pers.  The noble_lord said we could no
satisfy our post-war food requirements it
s the crying needs of the ¢l

houlght . the;

it
at:they. showed_fast. Ainistry werée
i they coyld .10 orgarijze .the staggering
of holidays. S .

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER
Mr.- BURKE (Burnley, Lab) asked tHe
Minister of Information if the Atlantic Charter
had been the subject bf any broadeasts within
country ‘during tho last 12 months sand, if 30,
upon. how-many occasjons; whethet any publig
meetings had been arranged l:fvn his ‘departinent
deating with the principles of the Chidrier within
eriod ; and, if s0, how many and in
ons,  Mr, BRENDAN BRACKEN
(Paddingtan,
sgeclﬁc*lirga
tho past_year, but.

16Y | 41
i fortitido

frequent both in'home and overséa

Likewi While:
0.1, auspices have
as their subject, its
as a text whenever a 3| i
disciiss the war aims of the United Nations.” The
Supply -of factual-information about the wht
continues to be the pprpose of the great majority
of meetings ‘held on M.o.L platforms. T,
BURKE asked whether, in view of the increas-
ing importance. of the Charter as the war went
on, the Minister could srrange fof some broad-
casts, particularly the Government point of view
and thelr proposals, if any. Mr. B El

en the Atlantic Charter
iy are naturally used

S,
only..a few meciings undel u

has occasion to | ¢

uct
the. W
Law's

also, inter

The Vi

Wa

‘pssistance;

1f we have any large demands to hold. 3
on the subject of. the.Charter we shall certainiy
fulit fhem, SIR H; G, WILLIAMS (Croydon,
8/ U)~—Having regard to "the fact: malz this

] ftirely im-

Ecountrics unless *wa~ made  godd” s
Edeficiencies, the chief of -which were hu
he one hand, and phosphates on the
ETho cumulative effect of the long appli
Eof phosphates to cultivated land was of alt
the mos serious, and_ the most condigct
plant starvation and deficiency discase:
W ially so in the case of permanent pastur
lag or otfh:r phosphetic fertliizer was
bl fo g e Ane

fto-day r }
pastures. Indeed, there was a Goverfiment ban
Ron its application. . ‘That ban should no sby
flifted, and our people here should have n fair
Fshare of the North African- phosphat
Ithe increased presence of. phiosphat
he campaign of tht Minister 3
B (o o large increase in our livestdck’ seenied. in-
apable of fulfilmént. He agked for an imme.
to impartial inyestigation into-the glfects
fehemical fertilizatioh on our fatin Jand,

could maintain increased hetds of livestock
scientifi¢_ methods.” Our 1a

ceated, had & reservoly-of fertility ‘still*unuge
Bhat was almost - incaloylable. H g

The EARL‘of PORTSMOUTH said tha
hould do cverything. possible 10 retirn 10: 1

il the animél and vegefable waste of th

i also the waste of-flic ¢itles where pos
f The DUKE of NORFOLK “Jojit}:
bientary Secretary to the Ministry-of Agtld
afd that, broadly- spéaki nftiyat
f Great Bi a8 1l

pitrogenous fer]l 4
fom_ transport difficulties,

alt for farmers 1o get the iz
The Go

+| habady actu;
tand ik it i3

Wi(}ﬁoul M

A scienﬁﬁqnag

rafses cof sipl 1ssues, i3 it nof
proper {hiat Governmept nioney. sh
on explaining. e Ch teryth

1
poses the dilemma
¢ Ministry of Information.
némber desires discussion on a cetlain sub-
ng, ano!.her’gqeg not. T
VE INDUSTRIAL
: POLICY S
Mr.- W. J. BROWN (Rugby; Ind.) asked. the
it .0f Supply_whather His. Director-General
Ot 1

tl il
LORD ADDISON éaid’he had 1io. doybt :thit |'tha

18]
ys( &_v}t subicommitted
tor-Generdl. subscribed to it.
DUNCAN: (City-of. L@ﬂ_donan!.)—-

-the" report-that the h
18 - Wi

0,
mh‘i 2 hal_evg to CP

n sought and obtained ||

[ 7:51R A. DUNGAN. | &

natignal R

Vote for the
enable. that: or;

was ‘d

o Governmenial Colﬁlxﬁh

Shanghai-fo aid thg

he: Far® Easl

ely

; st hifnsolf in-the &
work, of whith he liad mucl
at ydrious conferences.

dation. forthe, persecution of refugees.
Werte. now=geiting seribus,

te _an y Estimate®
nsions "were “agreed to.
TAN STATES BILL

SIR SOMERVELL, Attomey-General

L IR .
(Crews, U.)y.oyed. the- sécond reading of the
| India (Attaghment of States) Bill. He said the Bill

N 1 b
Forty iere less-than.a square ‘mile.in_area and
more thart half abont seven, eight, ot nine squarc
miles. " It-was -pbvious that such units could not

1p‘mvid& for. themselyes the services of education,

kiowh
That would be.

for the Inter-

(or-

calth, imicatio and ‘so forth, and the
proposed. solution seemed the most hefpful and
practicable. . -THe rulers of the larger states had
agreed to-affard "these services. e dignities
and minor powers of-the small states would be

| preserved and thie Viceroy would maintain con-
; | tinuing: responsibil

U J ~andwould be in.a position
to infervene if required to secure the progress and
development of the -small states.

Mr. PEFHICK-LAWRENCE (Edinburgh, E.,
Lab.) said- that the Houe was bound to back the
Government on this Blil, with the proviso that
they miusg realize that they were being trusted Lo
play. the. game ‘in_this ‘matter,

SH EED (Aylesbury, U said that petty
jurisdictions in-the smail States concerned had
held back-progress. . The change suggested would
be 10_the bencfit of the 800,000 people. .

MAXTON (Glisgow, Bridgeton, LL.P.)

¥ said that:the Bill should never have begn brought

before.the House. The Government of India had

in the courts but were not prepared

. Lol i

Mi: GRAHAM WHITE asked ‘whether the:

ces had been consulted abouti

Bill-on future develop-!

. He did not think there

mative to the proposals in the Bilk.

1 oncétiicd could not be left as they
were, e

Mri BUTLER

!

resident of the Board of Edu-
firoh Walden, U)), said the case for the
utely’ overwhelming. Although it
possible, owing to the varied and
1o .consult the ibhabitanis of

3 eenimade to ascer-

n

e, U.),: said-if representations
ho servicedepartments for rddi-
aiisard-no obstale would be
ay_.by ‘the: -Treasury or the
ZYhiere avas, however, a definite

j& nitmber . of- copies that could
mtthing Jike. 2,000 above the
figre -was no question of in-

nber .50 lon% as the war Insted,

a'shortage of paper but because
ifcnities.

58 adjourncd.

s
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TTANCHELTLE

) one of the measureg that ought to be
THE REFUGEE DEBA:I' E taken, .Since it.i§ frue that only a

The discussion in the House ‘of |fraction- of the persecuted can be

Commons on’the regeue of refugees|saved, and since any one measure
was necessary be¢ause there is Sofcan only:save.a fe ut.of that poor
great a -gap between the need anditstal, it is essen hat. as ‘many
the measures that have been taken chahnel§ -as posgible should be
to relieve it. Everyone admits Ris. [simultaneously used. - The National
The difference is between those who!Committee for Rescue has drawn up’
-say that little could at any-time have » Ten-point Programme which!
been done, or could be done riow, and includes rescue in countries that are’
those who say that a gredt deal more coming, or wilt come, under Allied
could have been, and could still be, control; encouragement. to neutral
accomplished if we set our minds (and States (British and Arherican agree-
put our backs) into the task. Ever ment can do-much here); a more
since the Décember, 1942, protest generous admission of immigrants to
against the Gerpan persecution the our own country, which we owe to
Government has represented the our self-respect and also to ouwr’
view that, with the best will in the:reputation; larger {ransport facilities ;
world, not much can be done and;the pursuit of a more creditable policy
that the little that can be accom-}in opening up Palestine to Jewish
plished must be left to a cumbrous, ; refugees ; and a moge active policy
clanking international machine. No{in putting presshre on the Germans
one doubts the good intentions of the}and their clients. We ought to do
British or United Nations' Govern-!more with the’clients, Mr, Law said
ments, but intentions save no lives.!that they were now, he thought,
Mr. Richard Law praised the work of | getting very serious warnings through
the Inter-Governmental Committee to the wireless, If if is true, as so many
which the Bermuda Conference com-| voices say, that Bulgaria, Rumania,
mitted the work of rescue. But]|and Hungary are becoming more and
there are two difficulties. The first{more eager o get out of the war,
is that, according to.Mr. Law, “the}then they should be in a frame of
“ more one talks the less chance there]mind to recognisé that the Allies will
«is of achieving anything at all”inot forget their treatment of refugees,
This is so far irue that discussion: of { whatever the nationality and the:
what any one of Germany’s neigh-{ race. The -leadi Allied e
bours is doing or might do is likely should raise.their vojces to inform
to incite the Germans to intervene,|and warn them, and the practical
as they did- last year in one well-. machinery should be there (as;
known case. DBut if one must not|in the American Refugee Board) to
tallc on that point one must talk all | take advantage of all opportunities. .
the more about the question of the .
practical machinery which is needed
if rescué and relief work—including
that which is possible among
Germany's neighbours—is to go on.
On this the Government’s statement,
in spite of the assurance that it wants
to work “with the utmost possible
vigour and dispatch,” carries us little
farther.

The second difficulty lies in the
nature -of the Inter-Governmental
Committee itself. Mr. Law explained
that the Committee is being
expandéd. “ Continuing Terror,” the
new pamphlet of the National Com-




bours i§" doing or wmiigh ke
to incite. the Germans to jnters

as they did-last”™ i

known .case.. But if one must
talk on -that point one must talk-all
the more about the question of the
practicdl machinery which is needed
if rescue and relief work—including
that which is possible
Germany's neighbours—is to go~ on.
On this the Government's statement,
in spite of the assurance that it wants
to work “with the utmost possible
vigour and dispatch.” carries us little
farther,

The second difficulty lies in the
nature -of the Inter-Governmental
Committee itself. Mr. Law explained
that the Committee is being
expanded. * Continuing Terror,” the
new pamphlet of the National Com-
mittee for Rescue, says that * Twenty-
“nine (overnments - were- already
- members of the Committee, twenty
~ have since been invited to join, and
- of these seven have accepted mem-
- pership.” The Committee as a body
has not yet met. But such a body.
even if it has an Executive Committee
of six, is surely mo fit machine to
nandle a task the essence of which is
urgency and rapid, definite action.
The Government to some extent
recognised the need when members
commended to it the War Refugee
Board just appointed by President)
Ho relis L aid that we had !

why -only_ “ recently " ?- Does Mr. Law
mean that we have taken thig step,
which might and should have been
taken many months ago, since the
War Refugee Hoard was set up? Mr.
Law says.that there is not the same
need here as in the Unitéd States for
such a hoard. The reason is that we
have already a Cabinet Committee
and the staff of the Foreign' Office.
But this is to ignore the nature and
functions of the Refugee Board, It
consists of the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, and the
Secretary of War, whom we may
assume to be as much overworked as
our own Cabinet Committee. But the
Board was to appoint, and has already
appointed, an Exectitive Director; it
is to recommend the appointment of
special -, attachés with - diplomatic
status in the countiles where the
work s to be done; it is given the
precise - instruction to. develop and
carry through plans and programmes
for reselle, trénsportdtion, main-
tenance, rellef, and establishment of
“havens of ‘tempotary; zelief.” - No,
argument was produced in-the House "
of Commons:ta. show ‘that sush. a
ediate, active Machinéry

B ould

e pr

and warn® tical
there (as}

machinery

em,
should be

in the American Refugee Board) to
take advantage of all opportunities.
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Amendment to this License .
Extension of this License .
Renewal of this License .
Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)

FOR LET. FROM WRB TO STATE, DATED 3/16/4i4, ENCLOSING COPIES OF
LETTER FROM THOROLD & TAFT

SEE: POLICY MATTERS: CLEARANCE OF CERTAIN LICENSING WITH THE BRITISH
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ticlo sntitlou Rcacdcs in the civull owat".

,dter raferring to pro=war Lseuriesn interests in 7
$het ¢ re.. @ nu reackPicdng thet solutions between the .nere
feont 0il cunnsaiius ime the ritlei cuthorities vary unie
rormly eorai:il, the sevicle continucs by saying that the
proesent o opsiod o R phese in . nmerioan intorests in
the . fuulo .osbs  Who Tull cooperation of thel ritish
unw the .swric.one in the D judle suet supply tontro is ome
phasizod v the centre 15 doscribud as "a nbuel ol how
.0 Croot Couers cun Tk rogether vithout Ieiction.ssee
It i hob waressonctle Lo hope that 1% niyht Le typical
of the wooncration »hich v.oulu be posuible wfter the var
in the . fadle _ouuta”

hu urticla continues by gteting that two cvonts
heve rocently ocsupred . hien saoke tiue fssue rueh rose
doubtful == : s Ickou® sbLubement roeparalng saiwerionn oll
roserves nd Lhe projeotoed vlpo line, wu the rosolutions
in Coniross ropnrdling rroo imaicetion of Jovs into itl-
ostine ona the re nebitution of ""ialuatine as rroe
and denoerstic Jowvish Comnonsalthts  These o suuden
_muricun incursions into idddle cusbuern politicy wr'e S0
sut of keopdng oith the line o ¢lovo co-operution vith
the 1ritish, snu 1th the recional discussion of Girfi-
culties hithorto pursusd Lhrou 1 the conbined & ourdd ut
Caahinoton wnu Gle oupply Gentro 1 criro, thut thay
ralse in ~ very urgent dorn +ho aquestion of vhint pouse
oP courusse bthe wmerlsuns 1111 1ollow in the udlo nalts
che firet possibility is, of courtw, o ruturn to ivola~-
£40Nevor»thiery LPY derinite sirms shd permenent inters
vention in the al ol of the “qiile unt Lo intendod.
“he pipo-line in onee e «ide scopu of t.enoral noyce's
LAliviay Asslon to uil _rnbiluscsseds rnotliore."

Yhe wrticls contluuwus &y sayring thut 10 cmepricin ine=
tervention in ihe . ladle Lest "iu Lo be uniletornl, spase
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MUNICATIONS

¢ oo v'ﬁw%gigigﬁﬁi&!i&_m:

> from Lisbon, EFrograns

sar fully stuliod by sthe Yor Nefugee Soard.
wPoriantlon you ean gend me concerning

>oprosblene Ao ropilimoen Suropean ersa.  J. W, Fehle, acting

HULL
(o)

HULL




March 10, 1944
% 10130 a.m.

01 Br. vaTen
FROU: J. ¥. Pehle

It wil) be appreciated Af you will have the attached
cable dispatohed ab omos to Dr. Joseph Schmarts, fGentral
Gound for Jowish Refugeas, Uppor Woburn Flace, Landie.

M 3/9/44 ‘




Thank you for your cabls of Kareh 2 from Lishon. Progreas
outlined therein being carefully studied by the War Refuges Board.

wpuuappruuhwmmummnnudncmm'
refuges probless in northern Buwrcpoan srea. J. W, Pehls, Aoting

Exegutive Director.




e o

J

A

f? .

H

3

&

W
W/

ot

[

A

bed 137
EMBASSY OF TRE £ s

TUNITED STATES OF AMERICA -

Ldndon, March 11,1944.
No.14393 3 T

T
4 alestinerlmmigration Numbers. L

Y

Sub Ject:

Th&iHonoraﬁie
. The Seg¢retary of State,
Washington.
T 8iry ey A

o & ¢ é FEE

IO S J ’
LA Upon pecdpnt of the Department's alrgram A—éS,,7:2O
p.m., January 19,1944 the’ Embassy tmmedlately discussed

_ with the appropriate British officials the matbter of im-

“migration into Palestine and expressed the hope of the
nited States Government that the British asuthorlties
might reconsider thelr positionland'authorize nunbers to
be allocated permitting childreh to enter Palestine with=-
in the total allowable under the Whiﬁf Paper.

The view expressed by the . Foreign Offlce was that,
although there is no intentlion on the part of the British
Government to close immigratlon into Palestine after °
March 31,1944, (the tilme limit origindlly,dxpressed.ln
the 1939 White Paper for the immigration quota.establish-
ed therein) it is nevertheless undesirable to Treeze:any
substantial number of certificates for‘caséé;that may .
never srise. By way of confirming thé views expressed .
in -that dlscussion the Forelgn Office addressed to us a
Jetter dated February 18, Wp44. A copy 138 shclosed. -

Tt will be observed that the Foreipgn ‘0fflice assumes
that the aspect of the matter which gives concern to the
Department 1s the effect upon Switzerland of British re-
fusal to issue to refugee children to whom Switzerland

§

may be considering giving temporary asylum quota numbers -

assured to be valid for immigration f{nto Palestline after:

the war. To that presumed basis of thé Department's dn- . .

quiry the Forelgn Ooffice addvesses: 148 answerfspoint;ng“'
B

out that, so far as 1t ls aware, the Swisa. G
made no representations either to the In
Committee nor to;the British Government:Te
tions,on which Switzerland would be willin
refugse ehildrensy Ib should particilarly:be:nob
the Foreign 0ffic :holds open. appro

of the matter if is

4
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- in weighing the tenability of the British reply as above;
, tatives hers of several eoncerned or-

ganizations with regard to present practice in issuing’
quota rumbers for immigration into Palestine. There is
general agreement among them that, for reasons of politi-
cal gquilibrium in Palestine and the Arab aresa while the
war continues, the British Government is seeking to keep
the totel of immigration into Pal

number previously announced, in spite of lengthening the
perlod of time to which it 1s to spiy. On the other hand
there is also general agreement that difficulties of ~
travel and exit from enemy~occupled territory are the
actusl determining limitations under present conditions
rather than lack of availasbility of numbers.:

The 1939 White Paper (Cmd, 6019, Mey 1939, entitled
PALESTINE, Statement of Policy: enclosed with despateh
2679, May 18,1939} laid down Qgrtain,condltiona (page 10
and 11), including Palestine'!s economic absorptive capaclty,
to govern the admlssion of some 75,000 Jewish immigrants .
into Palestine in the filve year period from April 1,1839
to March 31,1944. In the House of Commons on Novémber 10,
1943 (Parliamentary Debates, vol. 393, No.l20, column 11523
enclosed with despatch 12278, November 17,1943) the Secre-

the Colonles reporbed that up to the

the existing quota 8ys
31,078 concerning which he made the fo
worded statement:

w_....There are thus 31,078 who, it mey be fairly
agsumed, would have reached it before 3lat March,
1944, but for the exigencies of the war. His Majesty's
Government have been consldering this position, and
pave reached the conclusion that 1% would be in-
equitable to closé the doors of Palastine to these
persons on account of the time factor. No effort will
be lacking on the part of His Majlesty's Government to
facilitate their arrival, subject to the eriterion

of economic absorptive capaelty. . E

The unused balance of 31,078 as of the end of Septem-
ber 1943 has been reduced at the préssnt'to'approximately
26,000 accerding to statements informally made to us ab
the Foreign Office. ' R
Respectfully. yours,

For theyAmbassador:

& . (>/Zf k’f:, .
< W.)J, Gallman
Counse;o:“or_ymﬁgggy

En_ci,losure: Q’L( ¢

{ 1/ Copy off letter (W 1586/134/48) of. .
) Jaruary 18, 1944¢fromuA,w;G”andall :
.of the British‘ForeIgn:Offi Lo




FOREIGN OFFICE,
: (Refugee Department),
- : o %, Cleveland Row,
No. W 1586/134/48. St.Jemes's,
: ) S.Wel.

18th February, 1944.

Dear Bucknell, R

Your letter of 29th January about the Swiss
application to Germen¥.at the request of -the Inter-
governmental Committee to allow Jewlsh children to
leave France.

Before replying I thought 1tkbestjto;explain
our position ats greater length to Coville, and I
should now like to confirm this as follows:-

Our understanding is that the Swiss Government
has been requested to try to obtaln exit permits for
Jewish children from France. If these are glven the

" children will receive hospitality in the United
States (5,000), in Canada and elsewhere, and there
will be negotiations with the Spanish and Portuguese
Governments to gét the children in questign through
those countries in order that they may proceed over-
seas. The Swiss Government will be asked to grant
temporary asylum to some of the children, but it
seems more practicable, in-view.of the number of visas
offered elsewhere, that bthe children should. be
directed through Spain and Portugal.

So far the Swiss Government has . not obtained any
promise of exit permits. - They-have also nade, so far
as I am.aware, no representations to the Inter-
governmental Committee or to us regarding conditions
on which they would receive children -in. their own
territory. The question of the children. going:
eventually to Palestine is therefore entlrely hypo-
thetical, and the feeling of our authorities 1s that
in these circumstances 1t would bs undesirable to
freeze, any substantial number of certificates for
cases which may never arise, as this would reduge the
stock avallable for the regular allocations’ Whlch are
made in agreement with the Jewlsh :Agency. Of courss,
if the German Government:agreed -to .give exit permlts
and. 1f asylum offered in countries.other,thhn . ’
Switzerland proved. insufficlent orit proved:im-
practicable to. transport the children’ to.those.-

:1{/

Mr. Howard Bucknell, Jrs, "

‘United States Embassy,

o7y Grosvenor: Squa
R I




-2

countries, and if the Swiss Government then

agreed to take a certain number of children
themselves only on the condition that the

children in question were received elsewhere

at the end of the war, it would be open to the
Swiss Government then to go to the Intergovernmental
Cormittee, which would have the duty of seeing how
far the Swiss Government!'s condition could be met.
In this concrete case, the British Government could
be approached in respect of Palestine or other
territories for which it is responsible in exactly
the same way as other members of the Commlttee
could be approadﬂed.‘ The mere existence of the
Intergovernmental Committee and the fact that
Switzerland is a member of it would appear to be

a sufficient assurance to the Swiss Government that
they will not have to shoulder the present or future
burden of refugees in Swiss territory with no-
prospect of international assistance, but the
agsurances your Government and mine have given the
Swisa Government of sympathetic consideration over
any obstacles to a continuance of the Swilss Govern-
ment's humanitarian action surely makes all
apprehensions rather unreal.

In the light of the above, I hope you will
agree that our reluctance to freeze Palestine permits
in a purely hypothetical case where no concrete
action or objection has been raised by the Swiss
Government should, if properly understood, prove
no hindrance to the efforts which are now being
made by the Intergovernmental Gommittee and the
Swigss Government to persuade the German Authorities
to allow children to depart, and I should be grateful
if this explanation could be conveyed to the State
Department. We are very anxious that the balance
of immigration permissible into Palestine should be
used as far as possible for refugees®*from Nazi
terror; our concern is to secure that it 'is used to
the best advantage and that permits should not be
frozen for people who may not be able to use them.

Yours sincerely,

A.W.G.Randall

Since writing the above I have heard that the Swiss
Government have undertaken to receive 1500 childrehn
from France if they can reach the frontier, and no
conditions so far as I know have been attached to
this offer. T
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AMINBADSY,

Lo§pow, : :

1812, tenth ‘ e

Following our cable no. 1603 of February 29 yow may
wilgh to make clear to the Eritich Government that the sbeps
which the Yar Hefugee Loard 1is taking anc As prepared to take
are in secordance with the following peneral patterns:

{1) The Board vealizes that its chances of saving wost
of the Jows and other vietims of enemy oppression from death
1ies in the posaibility of changing the actlone and attitude
of the enemy, partleularly hig satellites, aubordlnatea and
functionaries. The Board 1s convinced that 1t is of utmost
importance to undertake at once an organized and concentrated
effort to make clear, by all appropriate means, to all Axie
satellites that the Allled Governments view in a most serious
light thelr ascistance in any form to Hitler's program %o
exterminate the Jews, and other similar groups, regarding all
such action as criminal participation in organiged murder.
The Board sleo believes it neoesesry %o make clear to the
patellites by all possible meane, 146 ingtention to do every-
thing in its power to resoue such unfortunates who are in
danger of death, in order not only to give the satellites a
¢lear view of the attitude of this country in the matter, but
also of the opportunities which exist for sesiekANg iR the
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execution of our policy. +The board feels very strongly that

a campailgn of this kind must be made through all possible
channels and be congtantly repsated at every avallable oppor-
tunity. The Board believes that parsllel action om the part
of other Allled Governments would do 2 great deal o assure
the sucecegs of this eudeavor. A% the momont it 1ls important
that pressure be brought to bear particularly on Rumania and
_ bulgariz, becawse in those areae there are many refugees in

imminent danger of death who cen be evacuated to Turkey and

other vlzces 1f thos% Governments vermit it.
2N,
In additlon to making gt mal representations to the

governmente of the satellite countries, the HBoard feels that
tnere should be employed in this ¢ampaign all avallable means
for effecting the widest disgemination of our attitude not
only to the governments themselves but to the largest mumber
poseible of the people of patellite countries. In this con-
nection the Cffice of Vapr Information is cooperating with the
Har Refugee Hoard 3n bringing home to the people in Germany
and the gatellite countries the fact that we consider this
matter to be of paramount lmportance and intend vigorously
to pursue all possible means of gpocomplishing our objective.

(2) In gddition to this program designed to bring about
a change in the actlons and attitude of our egg:%as. the
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Board ic convinced that there ie a real Epportunity for
aetually bringing many of these peoples out of Ueriman Con-
trolled territory. The Board isg determined %o do whiat 4%

can to bring thoee pebple out, in as large numbers ns poeaibls.
The vosrd &g certain that this dovernment and its allles con
find for these persone tempeorary havens of refuge. The Poard
feels very étrongiy that mome golution of any problems which
may ariee in finding a temporary vefuge for these people once
they have eseaped from Hitler can and must be found by the
Spitlgh and Auericsn Governments snd that 1n any even$ sugh
problems muat be subordinated to the program of rescue.

The following examplec of measures +hich have already
been taken by the Board w11l illustrate the extent to ~hich
thls Government is prepared to0 go in actually bringing pacnlie
out of Hitler's contral,

{a) Thie Covernment has requecsted the coogération of the

aeutrali Europesn countries in this endeavory ,Yhue, in order
(/‘/ o I e
to snereanse the flow of remgeeaziﬁﬁlﬁ?/ Turkey from

g A
occupied areas tive Governmengﬂ c-sheoe-coundries e being

requested to relax bordsr and other controls, ete. The Beard
1z offering to arpange for financlng the getting up of receptic
camps whileh womld recelve refugess entering those countrics

and would mgke it poesible to take them on torggggfyplacee ag
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rspidly ae possible.,
{b) This vovernment is actively emgaged in trylng to
polve the problem of getiling shlps o trangport refugeee.

Thus, one of the greatest opportunitiea for actually rescuing

such people existe in the aveas asjacent to Turkey snd the

black Sem. Lt is knowa that in Transnistria, Rumania ond
Iulgaria there are subetantial numbers of refugees in imsinent
Ganger of death. It aleo appears that arrangements can be
made with the Turkish Govermment to receive refugees from
theee areac. IThere are strong indications that the Rumanian
Qovernmont at least will permit a eubstantial number of these
refugees to leave Ruibania. L% is indiepensable that means of

transportation be found at onoa.

The Board, in this connection, is endeavoring to arrange
for g emall Turkish veesel to vroceed to the Rumanian port of
Conetanza and evacuate to Turkey approximately one thougand
children. That the charter of the u. 5. Va®uN, .o small
iurkish vessel, might be obtained, has been reported by the
Board's representative in Turkey providinh & guarantee to
yenlsce the =hin in the event of loea -culd ba made to the

Such & guarenty was promptly affered by this Government.
Turklon dovernment./ the poosibllity or obvalning somo Swedieh

chipe for this purpose 1ls also beln: taken up Ath the Deyeddp
Governuent.
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vovernpent, The Board la aloo explorins other possivilisies.
() Licenees %o six préva%e orzanizations in the Tnited
i%ates have slready been iseusd by this Government giving
persirsion to their renresentatlives in S+itzerlsnd, in order
to carry on relief ond evacuation operatiunag in enemy verri-~
tory, bo engape in the repuired commmnieation and fincneing
transaovions. (ur 242 of Jomiary - , 1944 and slso our A~138
of Jdanuary 31, 1944, describe. in this connoction, licenases
which noe hove been amended to permit the acouleltlion, 1if
necesnary, of local funds sgoainst payment in free exchange or
free currency nokeg, from persong in cnemy or enemy-~occupnied

territory. FPFour szdditionnl onrivate ggencles have received

Cone
identical licenses. i..le Jovernment imcluded in issulng these

licences that any d-nger inveolved in vermltting the enemy to
acguire cuch relatively insubstantisl guantities of forelign
exchangze —ae far outweighed by the saving of lives.

¥ore complete detaile will be rent to you shortly oon-
carning these Reasures as well n»s others which the Board has

taken or is vlanning to initlate.

V572
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We greatly appreciate il information constained 4in

your no. 3¢ of larch 1. We have already taken action along

the lines of most of the suggestions referred to by you.
Any further informastion or mggostions vhieh you

can submit to ua »ill be very welcome. A

STETTINT IS
{ACTILG)

TRB 1GL I KG
3/8/44




Hareh 7, 1944
# 10:50 a.m.
T ¥r. Wapren

VRS Hp. Pelile

Plogse transplt as soon as pessible the
absached enble from the War Relupee Board to
Schoenfeld ia London.

{Initisled) 7. W, P7

Atteohment,
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FOR SCHOURFELD FROM MR. PUELE, ACTING DIREGTOR,
WAR REFISER BOARD.

We greatly eppreckate the information contained in
youp Ho. 80 of Harch 1. We heve already taken action
along the lines of moest of the suggestions raferred to
by yous

Any further information or suggestions which you

oan submit to us will be very weleome.

%}J Te0r
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: London
Dated March 1, 1944
Reg'd 11105 p.m,

Seoretary of State,

Washington,
20 ’ f£irst,

POLES FROM SOHOENFELD, ’ w

Officials desling with refugee and displaced
persons problems for Covermments of Norway, Poland,
(zechoslovakia, Notherlands and Belgium have been
informed of policy outlined in your 634, Jenuary 85,

8 pym., ond in all ceses have signifisd desirs to

" gooperate to fullest extent posoibdle. Reaction of

all those officials to entablishment of war refugee
boerd end $0 gensrel policy as explained in yowr

634 was fevorabla, Possible overley with agtivitles

of UNRRA end Intergovernmentel Jommittee was manbionad
but with recognition that main consideration is propt
and effective asction, A1l those congulied strese
inportance of the following measurest (A) Trensfer

of adequate funds to verious neutvel centers espscially
Bera Bs most impertant distribubion center for Frange
Bungary and Garmagy for useé in securing releas o Boie
victims and generally feoilitating travel and over
ooming aifficulties eromsing frontiers, (B) /Apsistance
in previding passporta and visas prevaquisite )
for entry t0 nsutral countries, ?0) Pressure on neubral
countries sspecislly Spain %o xelsx fxontier regulatlons
and to permit and faoilitate entry of refugess.
Suggested propégande measures ingluded: (A) Braadcests
désigned to dispose individual offioials in oeoupisd
territories and satellite countries to help ¥abher than
hinder movement of refugess $¥ying to reach neutral
countries. (B) Erosdoast sppeals by Allied Governments
$o homs populatichs Ho help Jewish viediums o)
Gontinvously repeatsd wernings and threats o Gewmans
themselven vo ogaupying forces and o Quislings of
punishment to th’b_si parttq:;nnting in orimes ageinst
perassuted minopitdas, (D) Enlisting aid of Vatiesn
in eppesle to Romén Oatholie cowntries such as Sloyekia
%o rafrain from persesubion and $9-pravent deportation
of Jews, Fyllar reports for indiyiduel countries on
present position of their pevasouted ninoritiss now
14ving in arens under German aondiol together with

~‘sugeeshions £or aotion to faoilitate resmie of gudh

viotims are being transmited by air msid.
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March 3,19u4

Secrotary Morgenthaﬁ
J. W. Pehle

For your jnformation.

_you will be interested in the attached
Bies with Winant’' in London dealinﬁ with an
the refugee”

excHanpE of
anticipated debate in the House’ of Oommons on

problem.

1 donsider the reply sent by State to Winant, wvhich
we drafted, sn effective method of dealing with she
British under present circumstances..

(8igned)J. W, Paikle

IWPingt 3/3/W




| “in connection with problems of successful prossou

PLAIN - - e oo
gezédgn?.vb..\ Y . o
ated February 25, 1
Rec'd. 2:20 p.m.

Begretary of State
Washington
US URGER?T
1554, Twentyfifth
WA FOR LIMITED DISTRIBUTION

Randall’, Foreign Office counsslor, has pergonally
approached Bucknell to dimsouss problems raised by an
anticipated debate in House Gommons Wednesday, Maxch first
- on inter-governmental committee on refugees and to ask

for gﬁy suggéstions which Department and War Refugee Board
may have. : A

Debate is in connection with estimates and will give
ample time for adverse critics to air views. “Riohard Law
will probably make part of reply for Government, From
statements by interesbed organizations Yoreign Office ex-
pects there will be effort %o show a rift between United
States and British Government's on refugee polioy and be-
lieves that one question will beé whether Ausrican Govern-
ment ham approved a plan for large scale (yen million
dollars) relief of Jews in eneny occupied areas Which has
been blocked b{ British. Eorgign_QXIioe has in mind reply-
ing that such is not the case, th + British and American
Government's have machineyy for moting together in refugee
metters including membership on the part of both in the
,1nter-§overnmenﬁal committeés, that relief and assistance
- must of necessity bhe comprimed of such actions as axe con-

sistent with successful prosscubion of 'the var as was
" mtated by the P;eu;denﬁﬁinissﬁahl;uhing;ﬁg:fngiuggg Board,
.~ that several Joint-agencies inQIQding'oqonqmic,poliqy',

- agencies of course g venxconsidcra$19n430-rpliat‘giappggli
on. .

war, and that consideration of gevaral proposals is our-
rently pending. . ‘ :

DECLASSIFIED
Btato Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R H Pnr)ixé bﬂféssil_} 3 1972
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Foreign Office would like to have an undérstanding
with Department that British Governmeni, if challenged as
anticipated, might reply along roregoing lines with Depart-
ment's approval. Embasay agrees with Foreign Office in
foreseeing danger if impression would be given that two
Governments are drifting apart in refugee policy.

Foreign Office has instructed all Missions abroad to
ylt- witl ited States colleagues with a viev.to
seeing her mensures can be adopted for hblping

a s
forward refugees along lines of President’s executive order.

S

WINANT
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AMERICAR EWBADSY

LOKDOR.

1803, Twanty-ninth »

Refor to your 1084 of February #® with pespect
to sn¥4aipated detste in the House of Goamoné on the
refuges probles.

Ag Vpnvuuuly stated, A% 1o she polioy of this
dovernnant %0 engourags and partioipate in p;‘faatln
eooparative sfforts with other goveramsnts in vaking
611 poseible messures for the speedy Fescud sl
rolief of the Jews of furope and other vietlss of
Hitlop's persecution. Thie Governuent hopod snd
bolieves Shat its sotions in Shis matter will nod
be unilatersl and that the British Guveransnt will
aotively asoperate in aongreve aensuros desigusd %
sarsy oud this polley.

We ‘agree thad it would De unforiunate Af shie
Governuent and the Brivish Governwony anould arite
apat An vetugew N'nor. ¥e hapo oueh will 00% e
she easé, ¥nether $his will heppen e no¥ of ooures
dopendent ae mush upsn Whe axprassions of posLoy

uade
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mede by eash government os L% Lo upon the actusi ateps.
vhich are taken by sash governzment % pus those policies
into effeqgt,

Although the War Refuges Hoard has bdeen in existence
only & fow vgeke & puaber ei‘ eonoress msasures bave been
inisiated for the purpese of carrying ous withouts delay

“the poliey ennounced by the President. The RBoard is
uow preparing for your information end for submiesien
to A\he Brisish Govsrnaents o detadled statement of the
sotion slready saken snd of the programs indtiated Ve
rergue and bring relief tO wayr refugess. We feeld shas
he Poreign Offiss ehould know, befers maNug Ats _
propossd reply in Parliamsnt, that the Joard has under
sonsideration varlous addistonsl steps of whieh we
Rope t apprise At An the near futuve, %he Beitish
Governasnt will then be An & better position %o Judge she
sstusl significense of the pelley of Shds Governaeny and
to detormine she steps 4% is preparad e %ake $0 earry
out & ainidar peliey. '

he Var Refuges Beamd has no objestion in prisuiple

1)




=3-§)808, Febviery 29%h, %o London

%
%9 & plenary meseting ¢f the Intergovernnsntal Conaltten,

but has Rot dnﬂnunu formulated i%s viswvs on future
-aG%icns whioh asy da requested of the Goumition,
The Var Retugee Bsamd is Pleased o be iaformed
Shat the Britieh ForeAgn Office Lae Anstrusted all
of i%e mieslone abrosd %o sonsuly with Unived States
diplonatic and eonsular represantatives with a vuv
So soopervasive aesien.

wmmm 8.

Aut&ru

WRDIGLNING
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The very coming of victory may mean’ the
extermination of the last remnants of the
Jewish people in Europe. Well, if that
sacrifice were necessary in order again to
bring freedom to the world, let if be made.
But no one is certain that it is necessary.
At any rate, do not let it be on our con-
science that there were any lives at all that
might have been saved that we neglected
to save.

cut,-Colonel Sir Walter Smiles (Black-

I intervene in this Debate only

_after hearing the last two speeches. One
would imagine that the only refugees in

the world at present were Jews. Great

publicity is given to every atrdcity against

nd it is the feeling of -many

country that 10 fimes the

publicity is given to the Jews in this

_matler as to members of other races who
are maltreated or murdered. That feeling

is springing wp, and it would be just as

well for my hon. Friend the Mernber for

Cheltenham (Mr. Lipson) and my hon.

Supply: Committee—

Friend the Member for Nelson and Colne -

(Mr. Silverman) not to forget that.

Mr. Lipson: [ did not mention the word
Jew *’ once in my speech.

Mr. Silverman: Perhaps the hon. and

gallant Member opposite would do me the

courlesy of remembering that T expressly
said"in my speech very 'much what he is
saying now.

Sir . Smiles: [ apologise if I am
wrong, but we shall sce in Hansard later
what was said. At any rate, I think the
hon. Member for Nelson and Colne men-
tioned some organisation for rescue work
in connection with Jewish refugees.

Mr, Silverman: I expressly said that
this problem was not by any means an
exclusive Jewish problem and that no Jew
thought it was so. I also said that, never-
theless, it was largely a Jewish problem.

iss Rathbone: I think 1 know all the
organisations working on this problem.
We are perpetually stressing that it is not
only a Jewish problem. Many non-Jewish
people  have been, and are being,
victimised, but the majority of the victims
-are Jews. Everybody knows that that is
so. Hitler’'s policy of exterminating a
whole prople is confined to the Jews. They
are the principal victims.

Sir W. Smiles: [ expected to have a
good many interruptions, because no-

oo l:l I:
§ | 1 | [}
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“the Belgians and the Grecks also.

Dipiomatic, elc.. Sereices
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hody can mention a topic like this with-
out “exciting a good deal of feeling. But
1 always imagined that the Jews were
members of a rteligion and not of a race.
For that reason it would surely be better
for us to talk about the Poles or the
Greeks, or any once else, and include the
Jews in that. 1 have been in touch with
some-of the Polish organisations during
the past week and I have heard some-
thing of the terrible atrocities committed
and the massacres, and I have heard of
the gas chambers. 1 have believed what
1 have heard to be true, although.when
you hear it for the first time you would:
almost imagine that it was far-fetched.
However, after hearing of -these things
from peoples lips one believes them to be
true, cven in I044. But these people
were talking about the Poles that were
massacred; they were not talking about
those of one religion. If we are to give
relief and help—and T am quite sure that
every penny the Foreign Secrelary asks
for would be agreed to without demur in -
this House—let us at any rate give to
T get
letters from my own conslituency, from
the Society of Fricnds T think it is, and
they tell me that the Belgians and -the
Greeks have suffered more than any one
else. 1 supposc nobody really knows,
perhaps even the Forcign Secretary him-
self hardly knows, who has suffered the
most, but 1T am quite sure that when a
Dcbate on this subject takes place it will
be very much better for the newspapers
to give publicity to the fact that we are
vating moncy for the Greeks. the Poles
and the Belgians rather than for these of
one religion only.

Mr. Grabam  White (Birkenhead,
East): Whatever the hon. Member for
Nelson and Colne (Mr. Silverman) may
or may not have said in the course of
his speech, there was one sentence which
will dwelt in the memory of all who heard
it, and that was the striking phrasc that
if the sacrifice were necessary of all the
Jewish lives in order that liberty might
come again to the world; then let it be
made. Having made that statement, T
do not think anyone would want to cavil
at anything clse he might have said. He
expressly said in his opening sentences
that he was not speaking for the Jews
alone and, indeed, who would propose to
limit this dizcussion to the question of
the Jews? We are, in fact, living wit-
nesses of a most repugnant phenomenon
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in history. We have enemies inspired by

a fanaticism which apparently is even

stronger than any inspiration and effort

which has been inspired by good pur-

poses. In the last few weeks they have -

stated their intention to fight to the last
man in this.fifth year of war and then to
commit suicide in large numbers.” They
are inspired by the same fanaticism to
“wreak their vengeance on anybody who
would prevent them. -

I would support the hon. Member for
Nelson and Colne in his suggestion that
machinery, the counterpart of that which
has been set ‘up in Washington, might
be set up in this country if I did not
believe that the right hon. Gentleman
who carries the responsibility in this
House_had not considered it an unwork-
able piece of machine I hope it might
at least go forth from the House of Com-
mons to-day that as we were all of one
mind when we passed the original Resolu-
tion on this matter so there is no differ-
ence of opinion among us to-day. We
Members of the House of Commons are
aware that there are some aspects of this
terrible manifestation that it might be
unwise to discuss. We realise that may
be so, and we- are consequently very
guarded in anything we may say.

What we do want from the right hon.
Gentleman is an.assurance that nothing
which could conceivably be done to save
even one life will be neglected. My hon.
Friend the Member for Nelson and Colne
said that, as events march on, there may

. in a few months be no problem of this
particular kind to solve, but I am not
sure that I am as pessimistic as that.
There are events on the horizon which
will make the satellite countries reflect
very seriously as to their course of action
and it may well be, sooner rather than
later, that events will take place which
will make some of the satellite countries,
who are now ‘holding down large popula-
tions, consider very seriously whether
even at this late stage they cannot do
something which can be placed on the
credit side of their balance sheet. I do
not know what can be done. The right
hon. Gentleman may have some means
at his disposal, and I emphasise that
aspect of the affair. I only intervened
because T wanted to express my convic-
tion that we were unanimous in the
matter. There has never been any dil-
ference of opinion. We, as individual

N
(] i !
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Members, have not the responsibility: it
lies upon the shoulders of my right hon.
Friend, and he himself must scek the best
way out,

Mr. Astor (Fulham, Easl): I am
going to back up the words spoken with
such eloquence by the hon. Member for
East Birkenhead (Mr. G. White). I am
interested in the refugee question, and
in the Middle East I actually had to look
after a very large refugee camp of
Greeks, I want to make one or two
points which I-think are important. . It
is very important to keep periectly separ-
ate the refugee question and Palestine.
We were able to get enormous help in the
Lebanon, Palestine and Egypt from the
local “inhabitants because there was no
question of creating:

The Chairman: 1 am sorry to interrupt
the hon: Member but we cannot discuss
conditions in Palestine on this Vote.

Mr, Astor: Wilh great deference I will
avoid that point. I only wanted to skate
over it very briefly, because it has, 1o some
extent, almost prejudiced the possibility
of getting Jewish refugees out of Eastern

VEurope, and I think that, whatever may

be people’s feeling in the matter, it does
not in any ‘way takeé away from the
Christian duty to get as many of these
refugees out as we possibly can. If we
neglect to do anything now which can-
possibly be done, we shall curse oursclves
later on for our short sightedness. In
the . recent pamnphlet of my right hon.
Friend the Minister of Health it said there
were not cnough dentists in this country
to provide treatment for all the children
in need of it. I wonder how many Jewish
dentists before the war

The Chairman: The hon. Gentleman is
now encréaching upon the Home Office.
That matter does not arise heré.

Mr. Astor: [ only wanted to suggest
certain considerations which might in-
fluence a representative of that Commit-
tee in his attitude towards refugees.

Earl Winterton (Horsham and Wonth-
ing): 1 can give my hon. Friend the
assurance that my opinion will not be
biased by any of the matters he has men-
tioned, one way or the other.

Mr. Astor: I very much regret that my
noble Friend is not going to be influenced
to some extent.
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Earl Winterton: My hon. Friend is
trenching on a very dangerous form of
atgnment. | have no Ministerial respon-

bility.  Ministerial responsibility rests
with my right hon. Friend opposite. 1
merely represent his views.

Mr. Astor: [ am very sorry if anything
1 say may not be able to sway my nobl
Friend, but I hope I am still at liberty to
menfion cerfain considerations in which
he may take an interest on reflection. 1
hope we shall not follow the American
systém of setting up a special office, be-
causé all my expérience is ihat these new

_mushroom Government Departments are”

never strong enough {o deal with a really
strongly-entrenched Government Depart-

ment. -

The Chairman: The hon. Member is not
entitled to discuss the arrangements made
by another country. Will he please con-
fine himself to the subject matter of the
FEstimate. i

_Mr. Astor: With _deference, )iajor
Milner, the hon. Member for Nelson and

Colne (Mr. Silverman) mentioned the

possibility of having some form of
separate office. I do not want fo go
funther than he did. I was only following
up what he said on the purely practical
point that it is not the best system of
organisation to start a special body but
to get a really high official in an cxisting
- Department specifically charged with this,
On the question of what we can say to
neutral countries, the principle has been
admitted that the.satellite Powers can
work their passage back. We have defi-
nitely made a distinction between the
treatment of Germany and the treatment
of the satellites. We must make is abso-
lutely clear that one of the factors influenc-
ing our treatment of the satellite Powers
after the war is their attitude towards the
refugees within their borders.” There is a
wide divergence, and” we should make it
quite clear and explain to them that in
our relief operations immediately after the
war, in any sanctions that we may im-
pose, in our general treatment of them
politically, this will be a factor which will
definitely influence our treatment of them.
ol want to reiterate what has been said,
¢ this should go out from the House of
sons as having been backed up by
atives of every party.

nfell (Gower): I should like
e same direction and in
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the same tone as the hon. Member for
East Futham (Mr. Astor). If 1 were not
able to convinee the Committee that this
i of exceptional nrgency 1 s

not have feit it worth while to

the speeches already made. My first re-
flection is that we are a highly fortunate
body of politicians to occupy the anly
available plce in Europe for a discussion
on this s ct.  In this small sland we
are  separated- from  the maintand  of
Furope by a very narrow sea, and we
have been able- to escape the sense of

. dread, fear and horror which closer ac-

quaintance with the problem has conveyed
to people in various parts of Eurepe. This
15 not really a Jewish question, though
the Jewish people are involved to perhaps
a greater extent than anyone clse. There
arc other refugees—Greeks, Yugoslavs,
Belgians, French, Norwegians and Danes
have been mentioned—many of whom
have found a home away from home and
many of whom are here enjoying our hos-
pitability, if it can be termed such.

I regard it as a very great privilege for
Members of . this House to be able to ex-
tend this offer and to make this modest
provision of £50,000, envisaging a larger
expenditure later on, to be applied to what
is called operational expenditure. Opera-
tional expenditure is very difficult to de-
fine, but it certainly means the making of
provision for the reception, maintenance,
transport and regulation of this very un-
happy traffic which is now taking place
surreptitiously under clandestine arrange-
ments.  Many are escaping.. They are
leaving the areas of danger and coming
within reach-of a helping hand and what
we are proposing is that at least £50,000

- shall be available to extend that and to

meet halfway those people who are flecing
from the wrath of their enemics ‘on the
Continent and secking salvation and sanc-
tuary in this very fortunate country and
in other parts of the world.

I agree with the right hon. .Gentle-
man who is responsible for the Estimate
that this is not the end, but the beginning
of a very large plan of salvation, in which
we arc joined dircctly by the United
States, who have commitied themsclves
to the same financial extent as we have
done. I should like us not to be too
squeamish about the nationality and the
religion of the people we are saving. This
is the anniversary of the patron saint of
my country. His name was David, but

D
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[Mr. Grenfell.]

_ David originally was not a Welsh name.
- David was a Jew, a lovable character, a
brave man-and a human man, and the

. David who became the patron saint of our
country was-equally lovable and equally
brave. The oaths that we take, the
vows we offer in this House were origin-
ally based upon a Jewish institution and
a great Jewish character, who lived his
life and died equally bravely as he had
iived. There js the problem.

1 should like us to dismiss the priorities
in this matter. A Jew is no more entitled
to sympathy in distress than anyone else,
and I do not think anyone else says that
in the House, but it is a lamentable fact
that millions of people are homeless in
Europe. No one-can predict the propor-
tion of those who can get away from the
areas of danger, but certainly there are
areas where life is very uncertain, and
there is no object more worthy of human

* sympathy than a hunted human being. I
did some work, in_relation to the Sudeten
Germans in the time of Munich.and I
was privileged to conduct the two first
parties from Prague to Gdynia.

. ingly incurred the risks and discomfort
and fatigue attendant upon those jour-
neys. -

1 shiall always remember the courtesy of
the Foreign Sccretary of those days.
There was no hesitation at all, and on
the direct applications that I made to
him sufficient sums were made available
to send 400 people who were in immedi-

ate danger of their lives. They were
German speaking people—there may have
been some Jews among them—and they
were in danger.
occasion to go through Poland and I saw
the Polish ghetto. I, who had always
been sympathelic with the history of that
race, saw in a way I had never previously
witnessed the limitations and hardships
long ago imposed on the Jewish commu-
nity. There are people who have escaped
from Hungary and other places, and if
there is anything we can do in Parliament
to help them we should-do it.

‘I congratulate my right hon. Friend
on the sympathy and understanding he
has shown. He is a worthy son of a
worthy father. This just gives him an
opportunily which is natural to him, and
1 belicve that he will avail himself of it.
It is an opportunity which will be fully

It was-
very uncomifortable for me, but I will-

problem should not be left only

On that journey I had-
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taken by us in this House and shared
by our people. Do not let us be afraid
to tell our people about these things. In
this country 1 per cent. of our popula-
tion is of the Jewish race. What is wrong
with the 9g per cent. that they should
not be told? In Germany the percentage
is also T per cent. We know what was
wrong with the German Reich and the
German people. We must carry out our
work of charity, rescue and salvation re-
gardless of race. I hope that the Com-
mittee will dedicate itself to-day, not
merely by supporting this Vote, but by
doing and preparing to do something
much more in the next six or twelve
months than we have done in this regard
in the last two or three years. If this Vote
is only a spur to gréater effort to help
these people towards personal -security,
we shall have done a good day’s work in
this Committee.

Mr. Law: I am sure that my hon.
Friend the Member for Gower (Mr. Gren-
fell) truly represented the views of the
Committee when he welcomed the pay-
ment which it is proposed that we shall
make towards the expenses of the Inter-
Governmental Committee. I am sure,
too, that he represented the views of hon.
Members when he uzrged that the refugee
to the
Inter-Governmental Committee, but that
we should work at it in other ways cease-
lessly until we can get some kind of solu-
tion. The hon. Gentleman the Member
for Nelson and Colue (Mr. Silverman) re-
ferred us back to the dark and hideous
background against which we have to con-
sider this problem. I think he was quite
right to do so. He was right to impress
upon us once again, not only the impor-
tance of the problem, but its urgency. The
hon. Member made what was certainly a
dismal prophecy, and what may prove
to be a true prophecy, when he said that,
as defeat drew nearer Germany, so the
excesses against the Jews would increase
in intensity. That may be so, but 1 hope
that it will not be so. I am morc inclined
to agree with my hou. Friend the Member
for East Birkenhead (Mr. Graham White)
when he reminded us that as defeat drew
nearer to Germany, so the satellite coun
tries would attempf to re-insure by tr
ing these unhappv people more d
and giving them the sanctuary wid
lack at the present time.

* The hon. Member for Ne
asked me to consider vagy
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he made, and, in - particular, the possi-
" bility of making a new declaration which
he described, I think, as a call to the
peoples of Europe from the heads of the
United Nations. Certainly that will be
considered, but in the meantime [ would
remind the hon. Gentleman and my hon.
Friend the Member for East Futham (Mr.
Astor), who also touched upon the neces-
sity of giving warning, particularly 1o th-
satellites of Germany, that there has never
been any doubt about. the attiticle of
opinion 1n this country and, indeed, of
world opinion, to what has been going on
in Europe under German rule and to the
persecution gof the Jews and the geacral
treatment of minorities and refuge No
one in any of the satellite countrics can
be in any doubt of the fact that the
British attitude and. indeed, the world
attifude, towards them after the war is
bound to be affected by the way thev acl
in this matter of Je persccution. There
can be no doubt whatever of that, and,
indeed, the satellite countries are now
gelling very serious warnings through the
wireless, to which we must hape tlln'ﬂ' are
payving due altention. 1 have no doubt
that the Committec will vote the Supple-
mentary Estimate for this purpose, but
more than one of my hon. Friends have
expressed their feeling that what we are
doing in voting this moncy, and, indeed,
what the Inter-Governmental Committee
can do, is not really sufficient for the
problem. I was, incidentally, zlad that
the hon. Member for Nelson and Colne
dissociated himsell from the « i !
the Inter-Governmental Conunitte
the hon. Member for Chelienbam {Mr.
Lipson) made carlier. I am sure that o
criticism was not in any way justhed
and that the Members of the Committer
are trealing this matter with just the
seriousn and sincerity which the hon.
Gentleman himselfl would require.

My hon. Friend the Member for the
English  Universities  (Miss  Rathbone)
took the same point of view as the hon.
Member for Cheltenham.  She, too, felt
that the machinery of the Inter-Govern-
mental Committee was not cnongh.  She
compared it to a stage coach when what
she wanted was a Rolls Rovece.  She
riticised the smaliness of the present

yc of the Committee in London and

ize of the office and

sts the theory that the
Committee w=< nol
She, the hon. Member Tor
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Cheltenham and- the hea. Member for
Nelson and Colne stressed the lact, as it
seemed to them, that this must be so and
that the Inter-Governmental Commitlee
cannot be up to it~ job because the Presi-
deat- of the United  States has just
recently created e War Refugee Board.
I hope that 1 v be able w0 per
my hon. Frie or to persticd
Committee whole, that thai i~ a
fallacy, and the fact that the War
Refugee Bo s been set up in the
United 2 is not in oany a
i Iaer-Governmenzal Coie
mittee.

Mr. Silverman: No doubt the righl hon.
Gentleman will recogni~e that,
advocaiad the setting up of ma
this couniry parallel o the W
Board of the United S
doing so in any way
luter-Governmental Comnitiee.
point I was making was, that as
Inter-Governmentadl  Commitiee

t ith the fate of retooee
thev had become such, there o
be governmental machinery o
the Committee with the mw material

Miss Rathbone: 1 think we 2
make it clear thai none ot us were
criticising  the Inter-Governmental  Com-
mittee when =peaking of the War Relugee
Bosrd.  The Inter-Goversmmenwal  Com-
mittee, breause it s inter-_ ws nunental,
must depend upon the actie - of the
Govermmenis represenied upee o i ad
therelare. both Governments ~ uid have
their own separate wachineny o dealing
with the work.  Such machi. would
supplement and not -npei-ed Inter-
Governmental Committie,

st

Mr. Law: [ am afrez=t that Toms-Uhave
expressed mysell badive ol b oapalogize
te hon. Mewbers and i
for deinz so. 1 did nm
imply that they had
stitution of the War Rejeee I
a criticism of the lnter Gov
Commit but [ did o B cnpiv, and
1 think it iz clear e 1 am going
to sy now ik oa il aittion of
what they saisl, thai in their view .t
instituticn ol the War Reluge Board
showed that dere was a wap w had
to be fll-1 aned which the T
mental Commitiee was not 1
not think ihat | even  that «
altogether jnstitied.
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Mr, Lipson: Did. not the right hon.
Gentleman himsell say that the work of
the Inter-Governmental Committee  was
not suicien: by dzell to deal with thia
problem?

Mr. iaw: Yes, Sir, and il the
Member nad had a litile more paticiic
woukl have found that 1 was goi
repeat exacdy  that arzmnent.
carlier in the Debate abou: the
for international co-operaion in
matters. [ think every .
would agree that there
which can be handled far
inter-governmental body of ti
by any particular Government.,
does not at all rule out the nee
as well as international action,
lo be national action in tiese nnters.
For that reason, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment  welcomed  must  hear [ :
institution of the War Refugee Board in
the United States, and we shall be willis
and indeed anxious, lo give thal
Refugee Board, as a part of the tnd
States administration, onr Very w
support and sympathy. We are working
on_all these ‘malters in the closest
relations with the United States admi
tration. 1 do uwot know whether 3t i»
gencrally known among  hen. Memini-
that we have recently sent inztructions 1o
every one of our missions abroad lik
to be involved in refugee matters thai

- they should <cck out and collaborate with
their  American  opposite  numbers  on
refugee matters to the fullest extent in
their power.

irose.

lh\';l‘
Meinber
s e matlers
by an
il than

L know that 1 cannot go very far in
discussion of the War Ketugee Board
‘without transgressing the Runng wich
you have given, Major Miluer.
other hund, there has been such a gleat
deal said about the War Retugee. Board
and o many appeals have been mide o
the Government here to institute a <imilar
body in this country that 1 hope [ X
without getting into trouble, just touch
upon that aspect of the matter. 1 do not
think that hon. Members wha have raised
the question of the Joint Refugee Buar
quite realise the ronstitotional Jiftr
between  this  conmt aml the L
States.  Under our system of ministerial
respousibilily it would, in fact, be impo--
sible for us to institute an independent
body which would control Ministers and
heads of wther Departmont- out it
in fact, there is not the ~ame meed for

On tae .’

trative stall in e b
BDepartieai af the IF
realiv the -
ol the
It
Board. Fur .
1 do not ~ce how we- coubl s, -
of ]
I
Shonid cain any advanr-
it. )
Miss Rathbone: One ©:
ver howas that iy
Me-tinee ¢
v in

The Chairman: We vannet o o
et a7 wi-tion. The
hon, G a< ~rid quite e
about i

Mr Law: Mizh | ans
whit' the ho n Lady has
1 got exacthv whot wants, We
Iuve o fall e - i e el e
in the per- ne of b in
tine =h ~taff of e
- Foreiun "3
~ponsthle to oy
Sadoand. throuzh him, .
Committee, ] do pot thi
e prctkoal difierence that -
- Members fnasine there ta be,

o sentence,
“ed? o We have

othink e were anv other
poies piised i the 1 bate.
Camm? = omade §
work of pescne
o prececdsal v

et - vicour and
paci | ooan are the Conrniz
His Majesty's Gonermnent e pr
v everviling ey Pos=iblv can o il g
sulation ol i proldem, n co-upe Lation

ather itions where that i aecessary,
e indivadsdhe
1t is po

with tn

Ouestion put, amd
Resulved :

1 ~upphanent uye
b u Fao lhs 3
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MmusTRY oF HEALTH (WAR SERVICES)

10, ** That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding {10, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come in course
of pigfmnnt during the year ending on the
31st of March, 1944, for the cost the
war services of the Ministry of Health.

MmisTRY oF HOME.SECURITY

11. " That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding {10, be granted to s Majesty, to
defray the charge which will céme in course
of payment during the y. v ending on the
31st day of March, 19 [o. *he salaries and
expenses of the Ministry of Hone Security.””

MinisTRY OF SupPLY

** That a Supplementary sum. not ex-
ceeding f10, be granted fo His Majest
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the
3rst day of .March, 5
expenses al the Minis
the expenses of the Ro

MINISTRY OF WAR TRANSPORT

13..7" That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding fio, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come in course
of payment during the year enfling on the
j1st day of March, 1¢ for the salaries and

expenses of the Minis of War Transport.””
MivisTRY oF Works (Wai
ty- " That a Supplementary sum, nol ex-
ceeding f1o, be granted 1o Majesty, to
defray the charge which will come conrse
on the
far the vost of the

v ol Warks.""

VLG

ScotLann (v

v Sapp

grinted
which will
the
- g, for il
e Diepartunen

i Lro. be
e cf

Crass 11

Crass V]Il
SEPERASNNCAION AND RE iz n
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India Bill {Lords] 1498
znd  other non-effective annual allowances,
additional allowances, gratuities, compassion-
ate allowances and supplementary pensions in
respect of civil empoyment.”

Crass I,

TREASURY AND SUBORDINATE
DEPARTMENTS

18. " That a Supplementary sum, not ex-
ceeding £6.930, be granted to His Majesty, to
defray the charge which will ce in course

ment during the year ending on the

31st day of March, 1944, lfor the salaries and

other exper in the Depariment of His

s Treasury and Subordinate Depart-

nd the salaries and expenses of certain
appainted for special duties.”

Resolutions agreed to.

INDIA (ATTACHMENT OF STATES)

BILL [Lords]
Order for Second Reading read.

The Attorney-General  (Sir Daonald
Somervell): T beg to maove, ** That the

_ Bill be now read a Second time.””

This Bill is concerned with the parts of

India known as Kathiawar and Gujerat
ther with laeee Ty

with tull administratuons, there are » very
large number of small and in some v
very small areas described as States,
though 1 think it would probably be more
accurate in the use of language to describe
them as est They are scaltered.
Their number is about gouv and the total
population i= some Sovce.  Forly of
them are fes~ than a square mile in area,
ad more than half about the size of

nmie wjuare The problem
how these areas can best be administered
th wha live in them ma
dyvaniag
tioin,  health
and ~o on whic
will

they cannet o

ki | Conmm
Irom  conrls
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the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the ycar ending on the 31st day of
March, 1044, for the expenses in comnection
awith His Majesty’s Embassies, Missions and
Consular Establishments Abroad. and othr ex-
penditure chargeable to the Consular Vote;
certain special grants and payments, including
grants in aid; and sundry other services.”

Crass V

OLD AGE PENSIONS

Resolved :

** That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding
£350,000, be granted to His Majesty to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay
ment during the year ending on the 31st day
of March, 1944, for -the payment of Old Age
Pensions, pensions 1o blind  persons, and for
certain administrative expén: in connection
therewith.”” -

_Resolutions to be reported upon the next
Sitting Day; Committee to sit again upon
the next Sitting Day.

REPORT [11th February]
Resolutions reported :

CiviL Esti
TSTIMATE, 1043
Cr
DoMiNion

5. " That a Supplemen
ing £10. be granted to 11
the charge which will come
ment during the year ending on the st day

M. ndry Dominion servi

n aid, and for e

compensation o transierned

{(SouTH

of March,
s

Nty -
. 1l
¢ b which wel
Rt the v
Lot e

e
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Crass VI
OF AGRICULTURE ARD °
FISHERIES

4- '* That a Supplementary sum, nat exceed-
ing {10, be granted to His Majesty. to defray
the charge which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending en the uist day of
March, 1944, for the salaries and expenses of
the Ministry of Agr i nd
of the Royal Botanic ., Kew, including
grants, grants in aid and expenses in respect
of agricultural education and rescarch. e fic:
tion of d of animls, and imp
of breeding, ctc., of liv
ment, improvement of cultivation, dmivage,
clc., regulation of agricultural wages, agricul-
tural cred and marketing: fishery organisa-
tion. rtesearck and development, contral ol
oli; of ete.: and sundry ather services
including certain remanet subsidy payments.’
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