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Dated Fetruary 89, 1944
Red'd 7 peme

Seoretary of State
ﬁu'htugtnn

1486, 29th

As prelude to the fortheoming Nouse Commona
debate on Interzovernnensal Committes and rallouu
up earlier editortals todey's MANOREATER GUARMA&
has editorial on rofuges situation ending am followss

"fuecessful effort demande as it hds alwaya '
demanded the uco of men, money, tims, ensrgy personslly
directed with adequate a_utkm-ny 10 tho work of remeve,
This $o what the Americsn Government anncunces 4% is -
going S0 provides Ib is whﬁt wo are nob providing bud
dould a¥ill do 4f we ohages The pyonderous Taterw
govevnuental Goamittes will naver by Atseff do what
is nanded" ‘

IRANT
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Da¥#d February 28, 1944

Reo'd 8 a,m.

Secraetary of State
Washington
U,8. URGBNT
1697, Twenty-eighth
By way of urgent reminder Embassy desires to

state that reply from Department on two points is

neceseary to0 reach us by twenty-ninth if o be of

use in prepering for parliementary debate Wednesdey

morning on Inter-Governmental ccmmities on refugees.
One. As requested in Hmbassy's 1393 eighteenth
final paragraph consent is reguested to atatemons
premissd on approval of holding.of plenary mseting.
Direotor has approval from Avgentine, Brasil, Netherlands
reprosentabives expeots French approval and urgemtly
desires ours.
' Two., Regarding the understanding requested in
Embasey's 1604 twenty-fifih penultimate paregraph
Poredgn 0ffice urgently deasires mrgnton of
approval




No. 66.
/
(W 1657/16/48) . Foreign Office,
19th February, 19i4.

Sir,

I draw your attention to the-following Parliamentary
wuestion and to the Reply which I returned to it on the

9th Februar;:-

Mr. Lipson asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs if his attention has been drawn to the decision
of President Roosevelt to appoint a War Refugee Board to
frame plans and inaugurate measyres for the rescue,
maintenance and relief of the victims of enemy oppression
and the establishment of havens of temporary refuge; and
will he consider the advisability of setting up a similar
Board in this country to co-operate with the one in U.S.A.

Reply: Yes, Sir, I am informed that President
Roosevelt has established a War Refugee Board, consisting
of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury,
and the Secretary of War., The object of the Board, stated
in the President's Executive Order, is to take all measures
to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in immi-
nent danger of death and otherwise afford such victims all
possible relief and assistance consistent with the success-
ful prosecution of the war. This is an aim in the pursuit
of which, within the same unavoidable limitations, His
Majesty's Government have for some considerable time past
been closely co-operating with the Government of the United
States, and I am happy to take this opportunity of reaf-
firming His Majesty's Government's earnest desire and
practical intention of associating themselves with ‘the
United States Government and with the War Refugee Board,
in particular in endeavouring to carry out the aims which
the President has set before it, In this country the
primary responsibility for refugee questions rests with the
Foreign Office which acts in close co-operation with the other
Departments concerned, particularly the Home Office and the
Colonial Office. As the House has already been informed, a .
Cabinet Committee on Refugees was set up some time ago and
comprises the Ministers in charge of the Departments prin-
cipally concerned. It is not considered necessary to set
up any additional organisation, and in so far as inter-~
national action is concerned, it is to be noted that the
President's Executive Order speaks of uUsing existing inter-
national organisations, in particular U,N,R.R.A. and the
Intergovernmental Refugee Committee. This is also the
policy which His Majesty's Government is fully determined
to follow. .

2. This Reply met the first of two regquests received
from the United States Government, namely, that His Majesty's
Government should implement British and Ameriean co-operation
in this matter of refugees by issuing a declaration of polioy
similar to that msde by the President. 'The second request

DECLASSIFIED .
By Authority of _B_u_-h_s_h_
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was that I should give instructions to all His Majesty's
Representatives abroad comperable to those which have
been issued by the State Department to all United States
diplomatic and consular offices. The instructions in
question may be summarised as follows:-

(a) That everything possible should be done to rescue
the victims of enemy oppression and give them
relief and assistance consistent with the success-
ful prosecution of the war.

To co-operate closely with responsible private
agencies engaged in the rescue, transportation,
maintenance and relief of victims of enemy
oppression.

To grant to such agencles facilities for sending
messages in appro%riate instances.

To give assistance in obtaining and verifyving
information. :

To render an immediate report on the actual refugee
situation, and in particular to state what each
country is doing to rescue Jews and other perse-
cuted minorities, how far refugees are acdmitted

or debarred, details of all cases where refugees
are turned back being furnished.

To explain to the Government the United States
Government's views on the rescue of refugees and
ascertain the extent to which each Govermment 1is
prepared to co-operate.

3. T am aware that most of the actions laid down in the
State Department's instructions to be taken by United
States officials have, ever since the refugee question
became one of real concern, formed part of the regular
activity of your Mission, whenever opportunity arose.

The purpose of this despatch 1is therefore only to remind
you that His Majesty's Government have reiterated their
pobiey of playing a “ull part in the alleviation, so far

as is possible, of the plight of the victims of Germean
oppression without distinction of race, religion or
nationality; that His Majesty's Missions abroad should per-
sist in carrying out this policy in so far as it is possible
in the country where they are resident; and that finally
close contact should be meintained with your United States
colleague over this question. I should acecordingly be glad
if you would, on receiving this despatch, let your United
States colleague know that you have been informed by me of
the President's initiative and that you have received
instructions to discuss with him what further measures,

if any, can be adopted by you or aided and encouraged with
responsible private organisations for achieving the purpose
which both Governments have in view.

I am, with great truth and respeoct,
Sir
Your Exéellency's obedient Servant,
(For the Seoretary of gtate)

{Signed) A.W.G, Randall.
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Rec'd 11:05 p.m. () “
Secretary cf State,

Washington.

30 first. CONRIRIGAT oug

POIES’ FROM SCHCENIELD, — —n i FECORDS

Officials dealing with refugee and displaced
persons problems for Governments of Norway, Polend,
Czechcslovaekis, Netherlands and Belgium heve bssn ,)‘

s gue®

informed cf policy cutlined in ycur.634, January 26,

at

8 pem., and in all ceses have signified cesire to
cocoperate tc fullest extent pcssible. Reection of
all thcese cfficials t¢ esteblishment c¢f wor refugee
boerd end to general pclicy es expleined in ycour
634 was feverable. Possible cverlep with activities
of UNRRAJand Intsrgcvernmsntal‘Committez wes mentioned
but with recogniticn thet mein ccnsiderction is prompt
and effective actions, 411 these consulted stress
importence of the following messuress (L) Trensfer
of adequate fundslto various neutral centers especially
Bern as mcst important cistributicn center for Freance
Hungery and Germeny fcr ust in securing releese some

victims




=2~ #30, first, from Ecndon.

Ay
victims and generally facilitating travel end overe
coming difficulties crossing frentiers, (B) hLssistance
in providing pesspecrts and visas prerequisite
for entry to neutral cocuntriess (C) Pressure on neutrsl
countries especielly Spein tc relax frontier reguletions
and to permit and facilitate entry of refugtes.
Suggested propsgends messures included; (4) Breadcests
desgigned tec dispese indivicdual officirls in cccupied
territories and satellite countries tc help rether than
hinder movement cf refugees trying to recch neutrel
ccuntries; (B) Brcedcast appeals by Allied Governments
to-home populaticns te help Jewish victimsy (C)
Continuously repected wernings end threats to Germans
themselves tc occupying forces and to Quislings of

punishment tc these participsting in crimes agesinst

persecuted minorities; (D) Enlisting aid of Vaticun/

in appeals to Roman Cathollc ccuntries such as Slevekla
to refrain from persecuticn and tc prevent deportaticn
of Jewsqy Fuller reports for individual countries on
present position of their persecuted minorities ncow
living in aress under Germen control together with
suggesticns for ection to facilitate rescue cof such
victims are beins transmitted by air mail,

EJH WINANT"
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< < #Dated Febr 2, 1944
M
Rec'd 11:58 peme -
Secretery of State

- Wrnishington

17;1, Second.

vHouse Commons sitting. in committee yesterday
debated Inter Governmental Committee on Refugees
2 1/2 hours and voted supplemehtary sum requested
by Government. Attendance"wgs small about 30 members.
Criticg generally unheld IGC But favored supplementing
by a body 1like War Refugee Board with full time
executive dirsctor. Richard Ldw spoke for Government
and referring to necessity for international
cooperation through IGC continued: There are some
matters which cen be handled far better by an
Intet-Governmental body of this kind than by any
particular Government but tlmt does not at all rule
out the necessity that as well as international action
there has to be natlonal action in these matters,
For that reason His Majesty's Government welcomed
most heartily the institution of the War Refugee
Board in the United States and we shall be willing

and 1lndeed




-2-#1711, Second from London.

and indeed anxious to give Bhat War Refugee Board

as a part of the Unlted States idministration our

very warmest support and sympathy. We are working

on all these matters in the closest relations with the
United States Zdministration. I do not know Qhether
it is generally known among honorable members thatwe
have recently sént instructions to every one of our
Missions abroad likely to be involved in refugee matters
that they should seek out and collaborate with their
hmerican opposite numbers on refégee matters to the
fullest extent in their power., "I do not think that
honorable members who have ralsed the question of the
Refugee Board quite realize the constitution;I
difference between this country and the United States.
Under our system of ministerial responsibiiity it would
in fact be impossible for us to institute an independent
body which would control ministers and heads of other
departments outside: in fact there is not the same
need for -such a body in this country. There is'already
a cabinet committee concerned with these matters and
that cabinet committee has at its disposal an
administrative ataff in the form of the Refugee
Department of the Foreign Office. So we really

have the




-3=#1711, Second, from London.

il

o : have the substance of what the Rresident of the United
States has just instituted in the shape of the War
Refugee Board. For comstitutional reasons I do not see
how we could imitate the structure of that board and for
p;actical reasons I cannot see that we should gain any
advantage from imitating it". "I can assure the committee
that His Ma jesty's Government are prepared td.do
everything they possibly can to find a solution of this
problem in cooperation with other nations where that is
necessary and individually as a Government whore-
that is possible®. . o

Forwarding airmail report.

/
WINLNT

MFV

EMB




| DEPRRTMENT OF STATE ™
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i COMMUNICATIGNS
1502, Twenty-nixsh _ AN Periintg
X

raur 1654 of February 33 with resovect

LINDON,

;eie in the Howse of Commons on the

previgusly stated, it is the poiley of this

Gawiraiont o endouraye anf parbleipats in effsctive

Kitlerfs nerggcutlion.” This Governsent hopes and
beliovas $hat 1% actions in this mattsr will not
be unilateral s»d that the Britieh Goverament will
actively cooperale 1n conerete measures designed to
carry out this polley.

We pgree that Lt would be unfortun-te 1f this
Government and the Britlsh Government should drift
apart in refugze pollicy. We hope such will hot be
the case. Whether this will happen 1a not of course

dependent as much upon the expressions of poliey

mads




o LoMdon

ag it iw wipon fthe actuasl asteos

governeent to out these policies

orly 2 Yew weeri & nuaber of eonerete measures have been
iriblesed for ihe ourpece of earrying out without delay
moliny amnouncsd by the Presldent. The Bogrd is

asw praparing for your information end fov submisslion

. IeStisk Governnent a detalled sistemont of the

airepdy teken and of the oprograms initlated %o

pesoue ppd bring rellef? to wor refugses. We feel that
ths Forsign O0ffice should know, before making its
propesed reply in Perliement, that the Board has under
congiderasion variouas sdditionel eteps of which we
hope t0 apprice it in the nesr future. The British

Government will then be im a better position to Judge the

sctual aignificence of the policy of thia Government and

t0 determine the steps 1t is prepered to take to carry
out a gimilar polliey.
The Wer Refugoe Board has no objection in principle
to




soverndental Committee,

its viewe on future

commitice.

The s Refuzes Sonrd is pleszed 3o be Informad

he Britich Foreign Offlee hes lnatructed all

. YU consult with Unilted States

representatives with » view

Aiploass

t0 vouparative eetlion.

STETTINTIUS
@cﬁing}
(G}
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PLAIN
London
Dated February 25, 1944

Rec'd 2:20 p.m.

| OEPRTET OF STATE

secretary of state, DIVISION OF

Washington. ] T 26 1944

COB»'&H \ Ay
US URGEET AM'L ?N'é«:{)% S

1i54, Twentyfifth

_ FOR LIMITED DISTRIBUTION

Randall, Foreign office counselor: has personally
approached Bucknelf to discuss problems raised by an
anticipated debate in House Gommons Wednesday, March
first on inteftgovernmental committee on refugees and
to ask for any suggestions which Department and War
Refugee Board may have.

Debate is In connection with cstimates and will
give ample time for andverse critics to air views. pichard
Law!will probably maic part of reply for Government., From
statements by interested organizations Foreign Office
expects there will be effort to show & rift between United

gtates and British governments on refugee policy’and

believes that oné question will be whether American

government has aﬁproved a plan for large scale (ten millibn

DECLASSIFIED )
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 dollars)

By R H. Pasks pate_SEP 1.3 1972
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L
dollars) relief of Jews in enemy occupied areas which has

been blocked by British, Foreign Office has in mind reply-
ing that such is not the case, that British and imerican
Government's have machinery for acting together in refugee
matters including membership on.the part of both in the
inter-governmental committee, that relief and assistance
must of nscessity be comprised of such action as are
consistent with successful prosccution of ths war as was
stated by the Presldent in establishing War Refugee

Board, that several joint agencies including economic

policy agencies oi course given considaration to relief /

proposals in connection with problems of successful
prosecution of war, asd that considcration of several
proposais 1is currently pending.

Foreign Office would like to have an understanding
with Department that British Goverrment, if challenged as
anticipated, might reply along foregeing lines with Departe-
ment's approval, FEmbassy agrees with Foreign Office in
foreseeing danger if impression would be given that two
Governments are drifting apart in refugee policy.

Foreign Office has instructed all Missions abroad
to consult with United States colleagues with a view to[
seeing what further measures can be adopted for helping

forward refugees along lines of Presldent's executive

orders : WINANT
- MJdF




PLAIN
London
Dated February 24, 1944

Rec'd 11139 pvm,

Seoretary of State,

Waghington,

1641, 84%h,

— FOR LIMITRD DISTRIBUTION FOR THE -
WAR REFUGEE BOARD.

Dr, Nahum Goldmann has regenily discussed with
me and with Casaday, Goville and Hoehler “cexrtein 4
problems conneoted with the efforts to bring relief -
and rescus to the Jews of Nazi-gesupied Burope, and
the following questions are submittod at his vagquest.
He would 1ike %o receive answars form Washington
while ke is still in lthin acuntyy as tho answers will
affect his aotivitden hexe, Dr. Coldmann plans $o
lenve for Washingion at the end of the rirat wiek in
Navoh, -

L. Goldzann otages thet the Amsricen and British
Governmaiive eve realy to pus 8 nilldon to 10 nillien
dollars at the ii‘imm. of the Internationsl Red
Crosn for sending foud, enmxhg wnd medical _supplies

to tho Jana
DEGLASSII‘IDD

.. Bste: Dépt. Litter, 1-11-72 o o

By R. - Puks Dntej__—




~B~ f1541, February 84, - from Londen

" )
to the Jews of Nasi~ocagupied Zurope, He ig assured

by International Red Grgas repreaentatives, howsver,
$hat it will be irposaible $o utilize anything iike
this amount of momey if purchassa must bs gonfined to
the neutral Europsan countries. m» 1o said to be
due to shortago; of goods and to existing prioritics
in the counyries concerned. Une of the Intermational
Red Oross ropﬁumtu‘ivos raferred to is Alfred K,
Zollinger who recently pacsed $hrough London and ia
now in Waghington. Goldmann nrsu’a that Zonénsor be °
consulted there for aonfirmation of the deseribed
position in the neutral countries of Europe,

In view of the civquustances as stated the
International Red Oross aocgording to Goldmann msks
specifically wheiher the War Refuges Board s in &
position to take one or bLoth of the following two
gourser, of aet¥iont (a) sesk 40 obtain from the ap=
propriate Azericen and Eritdsh suthorities permiwsion
$o spend “a majer part” of the 8 $0 10 milldon dollars
in Rumanie and Mungavy where conditions for the «fe
Feotive uss af ho funds ave said to be mere favorablej
(b} seek %o obtain authorimationso )urolun mipplies

: Au the United _
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in the United States or other Agevican countriee

and, vhat is most important, %0 obtain British
pavicerts for the safe passege of the goods te Furopesn
ports,.

In vegard to proposal (b) the International Red
Oross is stated to be prepared to give sssurence that,
in the avent navicerts are grantad, no sxtra demsnd
will bte made upon shipping taciiities. The International
Red Oross is willing to assums full responaibility

for transportation.

It is stated that for various ressons the

International Red Cross does not feel in n position
o spproach th§ Iritish Government dirsctly on the
above two propesals and they ask thersfors w!%qther
the desired Tesults might be offected Shrougﬁ; tbhe
intercoseion of the Wayr Refuges Eoard.

. By Goldmann states that at the bpginnimx of
Dacember the U. S. Treasury issusd @ licenss to the
Norld Jewish Oongress 4n New York for 088,000 %o be
trancforred to its representative in Geneve and to be
usid for Jewish resous work in oscupied Huropssn
sountries wish the provision that roguhar reporss ‘aboud

tlit use of
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the use of this money be given to ths American Legation
in Berne Switgerland, It is understoed by Goldmann
thet his 1icense was lated ingreassd o $100,000,
Goldmaun belisves that the Joins Distribution Commitbee
then applied for a ligense for §3,000,000 for similar
Purposes and that $his licenss was granted,

Various Jewish organizations in Great Britain
as well as a committeo of members of Perliament headad
by Eleanor Rathbone are said o be eager %o epproach
the British Government requasting similar licenses and
uning the precedent established in Viashington, @Goldmann
has agked these groups to refrain from epproaching the
British Governmsnt pending olaxifioation of the apecific

points listed below. He is anxious onihn one hand

not t0 risk 2 flay refusal by the British if puch risk
eould bs minimimed by uasing tho Americsn licenses ae
an argument of if possible by & direct appeal to the
Britieh by the U, 3, Government or War Refuges Board.
On the other hand ho 1s enxious to avoid csusing any
‘embarrasmment to the U, S, Govermen, e asks therstove:
(a) whether the British Government has heen oftiodally
(repeas officielly) informsd of the imsuange of the

Us 3¢ Transury
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U, 8. Treasury licenses r?t‘orrad to} (b) whether
eltber the U, 5. Govermment or the War Refugse Board
would consider appealing directly to the British
Government to issue similar licenzes) V\c) whether
in eny ovent there is sny objeation to an appeal to
the British Government by Jewish or other organizations
here utilizing the precedsnt of ths U, S. Treasury
l4censes as en argument.

In view of Dr, Coldmann's planned early departurs
1 am sure he would appreciate sarly consideration of

the above enguiries,

es: Miss Obaungoy (for t¥he Sea'y) Memars. Faul, Geston
H. D, White, Peble, Lwferd, Dubois, X, No Bernstein,
svewgrt, Lesssr, Fiietman, Pollok, Bundy, Miss Hedel
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Dear Hr. Hayter:
I wish to thank you for youx; Jetter of
Pabruary 18, 1944, enclosing for our information
a copy of a letter from Sir R. Campbell to lr. Hull,
dated September 9, 1943, with raspeot to refugees
who ascaj)ed from enemy~occupied countries into Turkey
and othér neutral countries, 7
Vory tru':.ly yours,
{81gnea) 7. W. Pehle

J. . Pehle
Acting Executive Dirgotor

¥r. W. G. Hayter,
First Secretary,

British Rubasay,
Washington, D. O,

R // T
‘kﬂ FHodelshd  2/23/44,




BRITISH EMBASSY, -
WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

February 18th, 194l.

Ref. 105/25/u4h

Dear tir. pehle, u

With reference to our conversation of
February 17th, I enclose for your confidential
information a copy of a letter from Sir R,
Campbell' to Mr. Hull), dated September 9th, 1943,
about the position of refugees” who escape fron
Nazi Zurope into Turkey” and other neutral
countries.

The Foreign Office are anxious that
in the interest of the refugees themselves this
decision should be kept secret, and we were only
authorised to disclose it in strictest confidence
to Mr. Hull and Wrp. Lyron Taylor. The United
States Ambassado¥ at Ankara has also been
informed of the position.

In view of London's emphasis on
secrecy I am sure you will realise the importance
of treating this information as strictly
confidential.

Yours sincerely,

L G 1 B
S

W. Hagter.
kr. John Pehle,
United States Treasury,
“lashington, D. C.

DECLASSIFIED .
By Authority of_B.\:l:hSh_
) - -

By_{BAHP vare_SFP 13 1977
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Ref. 608/1l/U3. 3eptember 9th, 1943.

iy dear Hull,

/ I wrige to let you know that His
Majesty's Government recently decided that in
future all Jews, whether adults or children,
who may succeed in escaping to Turkey from enemy-
gontrolled territory since the closing of the
Bulgarian-Turkish frontler in lay last, will be
eligible (after a preliminary security check in
Turkey) for onward transport to Palestine) where
they will be placed in camps, g0 through a
further security check and if found satisfactory
will be gradually released as legal irmigrants
into Palestine against the current half-yearly
immnigration quotas. By “onward transport" is
meant such transport by sea or rall as may be
arranged by His liajesty's Government in co-

operation with the appropriate diplomatic
mission.

This policy will also apply to Jews
who manage to escape to other neutral countries,
but where they have escaped to countries in which
they are safe they will normally remain there.
1hus the Jews at present in Mauritius, Cyprus’
and Spain' would remain there (unless, as is hoped,
arrangements can pe made in the case of Spain to
pemove them Tor the duration of hostilities to
Allied territory in NorthrAfrica) and only in very
special cases and for very special reasons would
authority be given for any onward transport to
Palestine.

The nunbers/
The Honourable

Cordell Hull,
secretary of State of the United States,

Washington, D. C.
DECLASSIFIED oy
By Authority of_B_\:Lﬂib-
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The numbers to be admitted under these
new proposals will not entail any increase in
the total number of immigrants permissible for
the period endinggthe 3lst March, 194l.

T have been asked to emphasize the
confidential nature of this letter, as secrecy
is essential in the interests of the refugees
themselves and His Hajesty's Government intend
to make no public announcement of the policy
described above. They are, however, informing
the Jewish Agency for Palestine in confidence
of what is proposed.

1 am writing a similar letter to NMr.
Myron Taylor. /

Yours sincerely,

(sgd.) R. I. Ceampbell.




T0: Mr, Stettinius”
FROM: J. ¥W. Pehle

In connection with my conversation with
you about obtaining the allocation by the British
of some 10,000 Palestine immigration certificates’
to the British Consulates in Turkey and Spaln, I
am enclosing for youf information a cgpy of a
letter sent to Lord Halifax on February 12 by
Will Rogers, Jr.,, Co-Chairman of the Emergency

Committee to Save the Jewish Peovle of Europe.

{Iz1ticled) J. W, P,

E; JWP:mgt 2/16/4k4
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The enclosed copy of our letter to Lord halifex is
self-explesnstory. It was written after s prolonged end
friendly telephone conversation in the course of which
Lord Halifax seemed to be very favorsbly disposed to the
idea, He told Congressman Rogers ke woull cable London
that same day (Saturday, the 12th). Congressman Rogers
will 1.3(2 hack in Washington on Wednesday end he is to call
fLord Halifax so that we may see him towards the end of the

weck, by which time he expe cted an answer from Iondon,

a

¢
Peter H, Bergson

Washington, Februery 14, 1944,




EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE JEWISE PEOPLE OF EURCFE

2317 -~ 15th Street, N. W., Weshington, 9, D. Adams 0840
L]

February 12, 1944.

The Right Honorable the Viscount Halifax, K. e,
Ambassador Extraordinery and Plenipotentiary,
The British Embassy,

Washington, D, C.

My dear Mr. Ambassador:

Following vur telephone conversation this morning, I
hasten to give you further details of the specific proposal
which we discussed.

We belieye it would be most advisable and opportune
if the Palestine administretion would place some 10,000 - out
of the now svailabls 30,000 immigration certificates - with the
British Consuls in Turkey'end Spain. The British Government
could inform the Turkish and Spanish Governments of this aetion,
which might very well result in seving the lives of many Jews
who might escape from Nazi-controlled Europe into Turkey or
Spain. At present it is not only the Nazis who make it difficult
for the Jews to leave. There are also gefinite restrictions of
admittance into Turkey snd Spain. The assurance that such es~
caping Jews will receive certificates to Palestine will essure
Turkey and Spain that these neople enter their country only in
transit and they will thus ease the restrictions on admittance
winich mow prevail.

We fenl that if this is domns without delay it will do
a great desl to help save many thousands of lives, I am upder
the impression that this proposal does not require any change
of the existing policy of His Majesty's Government in rogard to
Palestine, and I do hope that speedy action in this direction
can be taken.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Will Rogers, Jr.

Will Rogers, Jr., M. Ce
Qo~Chai rmen




RANDUH

f

Februery 1k, 17LY

conle $o London in rezly ©0

S

a2t 1F :-..., Fe}:'l"‘lf‘l‘y 9’

101¢.




()
P
>

- L

1G-1 PLAIN
London
Dated February 12, 1944

Rec'd 9118 p.nm.

Secretary of sute.=il
' Vashington.

1222, Twelfth,

FOR SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY AND THE WAR REFUGHE
BOARD FROM GABADAY.

Since February 1 the MANOHESTER GUARDIAN has
devoted three editorials to the War Refugee Board and
its program. The first two were brief, owing preswmbly
to lack of specific {nformation but all have been

strongly favorable to the Board's objectives and have

urged the establishing of a similar board here.

) Quoted below are excerpts from a lengthy editorial in
todny's GUARDIAN: "Phe United Nations have never in

the last eighteen months faced the refugee problem
poldly.  The refugees from Axis, and especially Hitler's,

pergecution are of all "'Iﬁ'g“opln and all kinda, but the

e i

great majority are Jewns, and one says eighteen months

beoauss that is roughly the period during which the
polioey

Sy
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polioy of 'extermination' has been practised, as it
still is, with the full knowledge of all of us. If
there have been one or two slight signe that here and
there the full fury of the terror has regently been
abated it ia nevertheless true that in general it is
being carried out with the old ferocity. In Denmark
and in France for instance children between the ages
of two and twelve have been seized, herded together,
and deported to the 'unknown destinations' which
almogt certainly mean death. It is now fourteen
monthe since the House of Cormons stood in silence to

show its condemmation of such horrors. But apart

from very slight changes in our own immigration rules

and some slight and unspecified efforts in neutral
coutnries all that has besn done is to hand over the

work ¢f rescue and relief to the Intergovernmental
Cozmittee in london. This body, consiating of a. large
nukber of governments and not even yet fully copsututed.
18 little likely to got at the insistent, pracsical

work that is needed, however able and willing may be

its officiala. The main responsidility must necessarily

be with
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be with Britain and the United States. To rely on

this antiquated machine, crawling and creaking its

slow way along, is to show that we have never
recognised this to be an urgent problem, though urgency
is its essence. '

At this moment President Roosevelt has taken a
step which holds out the promise of that sort of
practical actlion whioch has hitherto been largely lack-
ing. By executive order, whose text is now availabls,
he has established a war refuges board comsisting of
the Secretary of State (Mr. Hull), the Secretary of
the Treasury (Mr. Morgenthau), and the Secrétary of

War (Mr. Stimson)."

After summariging the mailn provisions of the exeou=

tive order the editorial continues: "Even this bare

summary proves that, to say the least, the scheme
provides precisely the machinery that has all along
been needed. It is néid that Mr. Roosevelt was moved
to act by the information reaching hiﬁ that little
was 1n fact baing attempted. Public opinion in the
United States will now expect results. Public opinion
in this country should not de satisfied with less
workmanlike machinery or with smaller regults.

The Intergoveramentsl




'y

S SITOml

708 saeHWEET

b6 WIPP BRI $OTH €EG LH

T

~de 1222, Twel_t‘th. from London

The Intergovernmental Committee and UNRRA will
procsed in their leisurelysyay with nlans for eventual
remedies. These are of great importance, but we
have done wrong in éssumihg. ag the Britieh and
American Governments have hitherto asaumeci., that next
to nothing can be done for immediate meagures of
rescue and relief. The American Government has
olearly abandoned that defeatist, timid view, and we
should follow suit. We should establish the same
sort of working machine. We ghould lend our aid by
appointing a general director here and special offioials
abroad, by setting up temporary camps, by encouréging
the border countries through nssistance and also through
example, and by more freely opsening our own country,
since about the admigsion of refugees we remain
obstinately und disoreditably mean. It is never
possible to say muoch openly about what is being dons,
or may be done, in neutral countr;aa lest the German

apite discharges yet more poison, but one has only to

mention what Sweden has done for Nox;wegtan refugees

and for the Danish Jews to realise how muoh more an

energetic
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energetic British-American polioy could s$ill accom=

plish. The Turks also nguld be stimlated to undere

stand that their ally Britain expects them to encourage

the escape of Balkan refugees over their borders, and
avery effort should be made to explain to the now
hesitant satellites how carefully their conduot in
this question is being watched. There is one other
contribution we can make. We should agaounce that
Palestine cannot and will not be ghut to refugess
after the present limlt for immigrants is reached.

Fo single one of these expedlents will do much in
1tself, but practised all together they would reduce

the sum of misery,"

oo to: Hadel
Lesser
Inxford
Pollook
Friedman
Pehle
Dubois
E.M. Bernstein
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Dear Mr. HeCloy:

1 anm transmitting herewith for your 1nforma-
tion a copy of a telegram sent to the British Embassgy,
Washington, by the British Foreign Office. Also at-
tached is a copy of a letter whléh 1 am today sending
to Mr. Stettiniuas on this matter, together with a copy
of the praposed reply to the British telegram.’

I will take this metter up with you o¥ Mr,
Bund; when I have received the views of the State De-
partment on the proposed reply.

" Very truly yours,

(S1gn04)J,¥.Pokle

J. V. Pehle
Aoting Exaoutive Direotor

Mr. John J. MeGlo y
Assistont Seoiatary of Var.
_War Department.

" JWPimgt 2/11/44




« FEO L1194

Dear M¥r. Stetbiniusy

Reference is madse to your lstter of February 5, enclosing a
copy of B telegram dated January 25 from the British Foreign Offlce
to0 the British Embassy here, concerning ths lssuance of & declaration
regarding Hitler's extermination of the Jews of Europe. The advics
of the War Refugee Board is raguested.

Thore are of courde two importanb phases of carrying out the
announced policy of this Qovermment to take all measuros within its
powar to rescus the victinms of enway oppression who are in imminent
danger of desthe One is the talking of action designed to got the
Hitlerite forces and particularly their subordinates and their
satellites to cease commititing atrooitica aguinat the Jews and other
eivilian viotims of enemy savagerys The other lp the taking of aotion
designed to rescus the porsecuted minorities of Eurcpe from death
despite the attitude of our enemies. . '

The essentiel feature of the first phase of this job, ea I ses
1t, 18 to convince the leaders and the people in Germany &nd Germdnyts
aatoliites thebh thie Govornment atid other members of the United Nabtions
view post geriously the polioy being followed by the endmy and are
dsteymined to see to it that those responsible will bo punishads This
involves not only the making of appropriate atatemonts snd representas
tions, but also muakcing them under such eirounstances ea will convince
the leaders ond the people in eneny countries that we mean business
and sesing to it thet suoh stetements are btronght home to thess groupd.

‘A program of this charsoter offers the best potentislities for
saving hundreds of thoussnds of lives. %The mmber of persons we can
reagonably hope %o rescus despite the attituds of our enenles obvlously
can not be ocaared with the fer greater snuuber whioh might be asved
from death by ohanging the atbitude of ensmy govarnmsnbs and partie
cularly: their functionaries and subordinates.

1€ 46 4n a faob thab, o9 tho British state, thero is listle .
evidance that the 1942 declaration perceptibly lsgssnsd the perdécubion
of the Jows, the quesbtion drdecy es to whather this declaration was
1ou6d undep puth circunstances end was given such publioity in thy
onbmy countides &8 to maxinise tho efféctiveness of what was sald in
the deolaration. ’




-2 -

In this connection, 1t must be borne in mind that the 1942
daclaration was issued at a time when Germany end hor natellitea
had high hopes for victory. A deolaratien dssued 6% a time when

tod her gatsliites know they have losh the WA hag potene
tialities go great that it can Nfrdly be compared with the declara
tion which was issued in 1942,

The statemsnt by the British that the 1942 deslaration soemed
to indlcate to-ths flormany & mesns whereby they gould distress and
embyrass the Allies 1a not fully understood, §a :_Lnns 48 any governe
ment participativg in such a declaration is determined to do all in

its power to prevent the marder of the Jews, eud this £act is nade
clear to the Gormans by action as well ap words, 46 4s difeicult to
868 how any sush stetement could embarvagsh swh govermsnt. On the
other hand, 4f the pogition of such gav

certain British officlals to our Enbassy in Zondon in December (soo
Gable 8717 from Winan%, Decesber 15) « in sizple texrms thab

were apparently willing to adcipt the probable death of thousands

of Jewd in enemy. tersi

k 7 actions 4£ not
the words of such goverrsent, $hen the conbention that a deélaration
might enbarrass suth govermeent hap gome signifioance. .

With respadst to, the statoment on ths punishment of atrocition
issued at the Moscow Gonferente, there is marit in the contantion that
if this declaration had opevifically mentionad the atrovitien against
the Jews, Hitler and his cohortas nighd have been more convinosd of our

i trestoent of these peoples In thia connestion, st
1s noted that the Britdeh themsolves place chisf relidticn on the 1942
declaration rather than the Moscow declarations In view of the faet
that Hitler hus elwaye speclally singled out the Jewy ragerving,
as Secratary Hull stated in hio addresy bafors Gongrens on November 18,
for the Jews his moat brutal wrabh® « theps 48 mith to be sadd for
the fugh thet sny statement on cur part whith onlts any speoific
rofersnce to the Jews loges muck of 1ts effnotivenass :ln'sgxuny and
among her satellites by resson of the ‘waisnion.

Ve are now mapping out a program 6f sotien which we fee) that -
thie Govermment might take deaigned to g0h Gepmany and Nep satellitea
© o desiet dn thele pepsetution of the Jews and othur stnordty groups
in Buropss In this connusbion, we have boen astively considering
he dssuance of & strong dsclarabion relsting speedfioally o the
wivder of the Jews, .
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We expeot to have raady in the near future for submiasion to
the membore of the Board a dealaration which wa fes) alght be iesuad
by this Government. It 1s satioipated, of oourss, that the daclaration
would be issued by the President.

K

In the moantine, it is suggested that a reply slong the linsa.
of the attached be sent to the British Eshagey heve. ¥his seply has
been cleared with the Treasury Departmant and;, upon receipt of your
Spprovel, I will be glad to olear £t with the Way Depsrtment. Whenm
the reply ie sent to the Britligh, it ie suggested thad you send the
text of the reply, together with the text of thie lstter, to Aubassador
Winant for his uae in disgusaing this matber with the British in Lendone

I a2 sending a oopy of this letter and its enclosurs to Hr. MeQloy
of the War Department.

. Very truly yours,
(Signed )l N eltle

J« W Pehle )
Aoting Rxecutive Divector.

!

Enolomxre.rl R (u

Honorable Rdward R. Stettinius, Jr.,
Under Seoretary of State,-
Dopartuent of State,

Washington, D. Q.
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PROPOSED_REFLY 70 THE BRITISH EMBASSY,

Tha War Refugee Board, which has beon charged with carrying out
the announced policy of this Covernment to teke all measwras within
its power to rescus the viotiss of enemy oppreseion who are in inminent
danger of death, has under consideration the typs of sction which this
Governmant might teke, designed b0 get the Hitlarite forces and partd=
cularly their subordinates and their satellites to desist in thelr
persacution of the Jews and other minerity groups in Europes

in this connection, the #ar Refugee Board has under active conaide
eration the issuance by this Govermmenb of a strong declaration relabive
specifically to the mirder of the Jows. Ib A8 importent that tha~lcadera
and the peopls in Gernmany and Germeny's satelliites be gonvinced thst this

Government and other members of the United Netions vieW most seriously
the policy belng followad by the enemy and are detormined to see to 1t
that those responsible will be punisheds This invelves not only the
naking of appropriete statemsnts and representations but also making
them under suoh cirowsstances as will convince the leadera ond the
people in enamy countries thst we mean business and seaeing to it thad
suoh statenents are brought homs to these groupde .

A progras of this character offers the best potentialitics for
saving hundreds of thousands of lives.. The numbay of persons we can
reasonably hope to vescue despite the attituds of cur enomies obvioualy
can not be compared with the far greater nusber which might be aaved
fron death by changing the attitude of ensmy governments and partigue
larly their funotionaries and subordinatesn.

Your Forsign Office states that there is 1little evidence thab the
1942 desleyation perospbidly lasasned the persscution of the Jews. The
question therefore arises as to whothor this declayation wes issued
under such oircumstences and wag given subh publicity in the enimy
countriss ag- to mexinise the effcotivensss of whab wap sald in the
declaration, . .

In this connsotion, it musbd be borne in mind that the 1942 declarde
tion was fssued et & t4umo whon Gorphoy 86d her sitellites had high hoped
for victorys A dsolarotion dusued at o tine when Germany and her sabelw
1ites know they huve loab the wap hes potenbielities mo groab thab it
can hardly be-compared with tho dsclscabion whioh was desued in 1942,
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The statement by your Forelgn Office that the 1942 declaration
seemed to indlieats to the Gormsng a meens whereby they could distress
and smbarrass the Alldes is not fu understocds So long s8 the
govermments partioipating in euch a declaration are determined to do
a1l in their power to prevent the murder of the Juws, snd this faot
is made clear do the Germsns dy sction as woll &s words; it is difficult
to see how any such etatement could eambarrass suth govermments.

Whether this Government will issue & declaration on Hitlerts
atrocities againet the Jews depends on whether we fool that the iesuance
of auch & dsclaration would hely to save some Jews from dsath.




NMC-105
London
Dated February 10, 1944

Hee'd 1 p.ii.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

1144, Tenth

Eden yesterday answered refugee question in
Commons along lines Embassy's 1082, Eighth, Record

going forward airmail. >

WINANT
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DER SECRETARY OF STATE FILING AUTH.ZTTY
THE UNDER SECRETA A T0: Hsil & File-

WASHINGTON e
8O ANI. Rew.wfld
February 8, 194 IRITIAL ovrrires e

Dear lLir. Pehle:

It occurred to me tiat you would Dbe interested
in seeing the attached copy of 2 reply Mr. Stettinius
hes received from Cir Roncld Campbell relative to the
recent cable sent to London at the recuest of the Var
Eefugee Board. I am also enclosing for your infosma-
tion a copy of a letter received from Governor Lehman.

Mr. Travers called my attentlon this morning to
several cables Tequiring action cnd on which the De-
partment would aporeciate the advice of the Board.
They are, specifically, Ho. 370 from Hadrid, No. 301
rrom Ctockholm, Mo. A-38 from Tegucigalpa and No. 883
yrom London. 1 presume copies of all of these have
reached yvou through the usual channels. There is al-
so on information cable from Bern, No. 624, in which
you would be interested. In addition, iir. Travers
Los w considersble number of miscellaneous despatches
wnd letters, some of vhich require action cnd some of
wnich I think you would like to cee for information.
I would suggest, therefore, that you may want to get
n touch with Hr. Travers and have someone from your
office go over these various matters with him.

Viith best wishes,
]

Sincerely yours,
~—

Arn

Haydeh Rayno
Special Assistant to
Encs. the Under Secretary

Wr. John W. Pehle,
Acting Executive Director,
Var Refugee Board,
Care of Treasury Department,
Washington, D. C.

\




Britigh Embassy
wasiiington 8, D. C.
3pd February, 1944
¥ dear Ed,

Thank you very much for your letter of Febru-
ary 1st, enclosing a copy of & telegram sent to
Hp. Winant about the ¥War Refugee 3pard. Lord
Halifax has telegraphed to ir. Eden expressing
the hope that he will find it possible to fall
in with your wishes in this matter.

Yours ever,

RONALD CAMPBELL

The Honourable

Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.,

Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.




%8 RELIEF AHD RTHARTLITATION 4DMTINISTRATION
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1734 Liew York Avemme, L.
%ashington 6, D. C.
Februvary 1, 1944

My dear kr. Stettinius:

Thank you most kindly for your letter of Janu-
ary 31, 1944, with respect to the 700 refugees who
recently left Spain and Portugal with visas for
Palestine under arrangements made by the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee which had been

providing relief for them for some time.

ie are watching these developments very closely,
particularly through a member of our staff, Mr. lloses
Beckelman, who is now in iladrid working closely with
Ambassador Hayes to determine the number of refugees
whom it may prove voracticable to provide for at the
proposed camp at Casablanca.

%ith kindest regards, I am,
Very sincerely yours,
HERBERT H. LEHMAN

Director General

The Honorable
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.
Under Secretary of State
Washington, D. C.
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London

Deted February 8, 1944

Rec'!d <:50 p.m,

Secretery of State,

vicshington,

1082. Eighth,

b FOR LITNITED DISTRIBUTION.

In cbsence of Department!s reply toiEmbassy's
1006 fifth Forelgn Office this afternoon seys Foreign
Secretary in answer to question in Parliarient tomorrow
will refer to announced policy of /imerican Government

to toke 211 measures within its power to rescue the

victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger

of decth ond otherwise to afford such victims 2ll possible
relief end cssistonce consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war cnd will probebly reaffirm the
purpose and proctical intention of British Government

to cooperate with us therefor, He 1s expected to mention
foreign home and colonicl offices as being concerned

with refugee questions and to state that a Cabinet

committees of heads of concerned offices already exists,.

Foreign

- DECLASSIFIED
Stato Dept. Lotter, 1-43+78

By R. H Pnr‘;s “ufe_'s‘gki 3 1972
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-2~ 1082, E£ighth, from Londonﬁ

Foreign Office tells us fuller parliamentary dis-
cussion is expected in supplementary estimates debate
perhops two weeks hence. HKeantime Foreign Office expects
to inform its rcpressntativsé particularly in countries
where refugee question is &etive of Zmerican instruc-
tions regarding var szugséigpardighd instruct repre-
sentatives to cooperate with /imerican colleagues in

matter,

LINANT




y{sH Br. SBtettinius
FROM: J. ¥. Pehle

With regard to Nr. Reynor's letter of February
7. 1044, transmitting = copy of Oable No. 1006, re-
oeived from London, there is transmitted herewith a
suggested reply.

The ?uggestod reply has been cleaved with the

War' Department.

prgggi 2/8/4y




4Br. Bnndy/
J. W. Pehle

1 an transmitting herevith a copy of -Cable
No. 1006 of February 5, 1944, from London, and &
copy of the proposed reply which 1 eleared with you
and which 1 enm sehding to the State Department

today.

) § 20 Peren
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\alad REPLY TO GABLE_IOOG FROM WINANT

A
W Y6 . )

‘ Although the Secretary of War is on the Var Refugee

Board, and although the President has made it clear that the

existing faoilities of the Var Department, as well as the
State and Treasury Departments, will be employed to aid Axis
victims o the fullest extent possible conzistent with the
successful prosecution of the war, it is not contemplated
that combat units of the armed forces will be employed for
the purpose of reeeuing viotims of enemy oppression unless
such rescues are the direct result of military operationse
conducted with the objective of defeating the armed .forces
of the enemy. The War Depariment, as ve 1 as the State and
Treapury Departments, is of course pregared to cooperate
fully with the Board in ocarrying out the President's Order.
There are obviously many weys ia which the policy of this
Government ocan be actively implemented by the War Department
ghort of operations involving the use of combab unitas. FThe
goregoingtts for the confidential information of the British
overnment, .

You state that the British have a Cabinet Comnittee on
Refugees in existence, whose composition has not even been
mede public. As indicated in our 774 of January 31 this
Government would view with favor the issuance by the British
 Government of a desclaration of polioy sinilar to that made
by the President. We would also deéenm it desirsble if the
composition of the Cabinet Comnmittee on Hafugees and its
functions and responsibilities were madse publig, What is
the reaction of the Foreign Office to the issuence of
{nstructions o its representatives in other countries
comparédble t7 the instructions contained in Department's e
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATEV
WASHINGTON

E ]

Februsry 7, 1944

Tecr Mr. Pehle:

I enclose harevith a copy of cable
Yo. 1006 received from London relative
to the Viar Refugee Board. You will re-
ceive a copy of this in the usual way
but beczuce of the urgency of the recuest
on the second pvage, I am sending this

cony to you by specinl messenger.

We would apprecicte the advice of
the Board as to the reply which should
be made.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Ao R

Enclosure. Hayden Raynor,
- Special Assistant
to the Under Secretary

Mr. John ¥W. Pehle,
Acting Executive Director,
Var Refugee Board,
Treasury Department,
Washington 25, D.C.
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LFR-739
London”
Dated February 5, 1944

Rec'd 3:55 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

1?96, fifth

L]

FOR LIMITED DISTRIBUTION

Purauant to our communications rsg§f§ing War
Refugee Board (Reference Embassy!'s 91@, s€:ond) Foreign
Office has discussed matter with us informally and con-
fidentially. A question has been put in House of Commons
asking whether British Government intends making similar
move and answer will probably beE made February 9 although
not yet approved at higher level. Present Foreign Office
Expectation is that answer will be broadly sympathetic
with establishment of War Refugee Board and state that
no similar British move is called for because Cabinet
Committee on Refugees already exists and functions,
(Incidsntally, its composition has not been made public
and perhaps will not be divulged on this occasion.)

Foreign

DEGLASSI’I‘IEIJ11 1
State Dept. Letter, 3 1972

ByR.HPmmsDMs
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#
Foreign Office states that one effect here thus

far of War Refugee Board publicity is that concerned
unofficial organizations interpret the words "rgscue the
victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger
of death" coupled with the fact of Secretary of War's
membership on the Board as promising military measures
(for example, surprise parachute troop movements) for
the gpecific purpose of rescue of such vietims, and
British Government would consequently find useful any
statement which the American éovernmsnt might see fit
to make or suggest in clarification. Such statment
would be particularly useful if immediately made, in

time for reference in answer in Parliament.

WINANT
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OFFICE OF y TO0: #3511l % Fil-:

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE ANZL
WASHINGTON N ANz,
INITTAL woeeeereeereen -
February 5, 1944
%

Dear Mr. Pehle: y
ir. John Russell, Second Secretary of the
Bri{ish Fmbassy, has just called at the Depart-
ment and left with us the attached copy of a
telegram dated January 25 sent to the British
Labassy here by the Britiéﬁ Foreign Office. You
will note that a reply is requested and we
should greatly aporeciate the advice‘of the Var
Refugee Board as to the reply.
Viith best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Hay Ra§;o N

Special Assistant to
the Under Secretary

Enc.

Mr. John ¥. Pehle,
Acting Executive Director,
Var Refugee Board,
Treasury Department,
Washington, D. C.
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Executive officers of World Jewish Congress in
London have for some time been pregsing us to give
favourable consideration to a proposal that United
Nations should issue a new declaration concerning
continuing execution of Uerman policy of exterminat-
ing Jews in Europe. They have¥ recently reverted to
this proposal and in favour of it have maintained
that devortation of Jews from Greece, Pulgaria, France
and other parts of Europe ard their mass execution
in Poland are being systematically continued and that
situation of Jews remaining in occupied territories
and satellite countries is beconming increasingly
perilous. They maintain that omission of any specific
reference to crimes ggainst Jews from Moscow declara-
tion on German atrocities nas caused deepest anxiety
and disappointment among Jews throughout world.

2. H.¥.G. are not in favour of issue of any new
declaration specifically concerned with atrocities
against Jews, their attitude in matter was made clear
in their declaration of 17th Dec. 1942. There is
nothing that could now be added to that declaration
and it seems unlikely that any repetition of it would
be any more successful than was original declaration
in restraining Germans. There is little evidence

that 1942 declaration perceptibly lessenéd persecu-
tion of Jews. On contrary it seemed to indicate to
Germans a means whereby they could distress and em-
barass Allies while a%ong Yews it raised hopes and
expectations of far-reaching action whose fulfillment
has in circumstances of war proved impossible as

U.8.G . will be aware from their experience at Bermuda
conference and after world Jewish Congress may be moved
in part by a desire to secure from Allies some state-
ment which they could represent as constituting
measure of recognition of separate national status

for Jews.

3. Since however world Jewish Congress is mainly
American in inspiration and in view of pressure which
they will doubtless seek to bring to bear on U.S.G.
in election year, we should prefer, before turning
down present proposal, to have an indication of
U.S.A.'s views and if possible some assurance that
we may count upon their support, should a similar
request be made to them.




i

DEPARTMENT OF STATE "

EASTERN HEMISPHERE

Februdhy 4, 1944

FFC - Treasury - Mr. Pehle:
Re: Refugees

Attached hereto 1s a copy.of telegram

number 882 of January SWndon.

Wi11iam I. Riegelmar’

EH:WIR: AMN




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

EOC-144 From
This telegram must be P
paraphrased before being London
communicated to anyone
other than a Governmental Dated January 31, 1944
agency.
Rec'd, 6:40 p.m.

Secretary of State,
Washington.
U8 URGENT

882, January 31, 10 p.m.
X

FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY FROM CASSADAY
o

Department's 749, January 29.— wet

I have discussed with the Ambassador the message
under reference. He tells me he has already tsken up
the President's actlon with the Inteféovernmental Com-
mittee for refugees. He has'suggeeted‘that the British
form a governmental committee of Ministers~similar to
that established in the United States.

The Ambassador wante to help in every way he can.
He gasks me to thank you for your messsge.

HINANTj

L N
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DEPARTMENT O STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

February 1, 1944

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I am attaching here-
with a copy of the tele-
gram to the Embassy in
Lonéon regarding the War
Refugee Board which we
discussed over the tele-
phone yesterday.

Hayden Ra;égifvaL/

Special Assistant




TELEGRM SENT
PLALN
January 21, 1944

coy
ANSENBALSY

TANDOn

rt ot the rEfuest of
d: 3 ety ik

gram is se
+ Gefupgee Boar

1 < January 25 con-
egcutive Order establishing
G . ] decl=ring the polilcy’of this
hav“rnnrnt.

In discuss ) i3 with the British Foreign
OIfice, you sre resjucs t d to wcze 1t clear thiat the
establinhzent ¥ar q“fdleu Board represents this
Governzentts dete in)tlon to effectively carry out
without delsy the poli"y reretofore agreed upon by the
two CGovernmants to take 111 wossible seasures for the
spoedy rescue -nd relizf of the refugees of Europe.

Although this Governmnent on its part intends to take
all pessible cctlon with =11 possible speed, we hope that
this effor: will not be unilateral snd we wlsh to make it
clear that it continues to be the policy of this Govern-—
aent to encourage snd particlpate in effective cooperative
offorts with other governments.

Ag the President has st tec, the board of course willl
cooperate fully with the Intergovernmental Commitiee and
other interested internationsl organizations.

You z2re reguested to maxe clear to the British
Government the positlon cf this Governﬂent and our desire
for its cooper=tive zction. You should ezplore with the
apiroyrizte offlclals of the Foreign Office the possi-
bility of implementing such coop.r-tlon through the lssuance
by the British Governmont of a Geolsration of polley simliler
to thot made by the President and the issuance by the
Foreign Offlce of instructions to its reprosentatives in
other countries comparable to the instructions contzined
in the Dcpartuent's telegranQ 534.

RRETD D

Please keep us informed of the attltude of the

British on this matter,,

SRR
T e GO SOT
B TARS

HULL
(B8)

BC




COPY

Groet “rltain
Refupes Mermans, Augtrians,
Bolgians and Polos 90,114
Refuges children 13,000 ‘
Itallon prisoners of war 37,407 149,521

Colonial

Jamalca
Rofupees
Tvacuecs from Gibralbar
Prizonsrs of war
Civillian intsornecs

liauritius
[11e~rl irmmicrants Irom
Falesline
firesk rolugces coming 2,580

Cyprus
Hefursoes from Greoco .
Additional populstion 45,850

East Africa
Tollsh refmpoes from fersis
Itnlian prisoners of wam .
Additional populatlion , 90,964

Palostine
Jows sdmitted April 1, 195%
o Sentemuer 50, 1942 33,000

TOLaL seveeowess 259,115
(Including 97,972
prisonara of war)

# Total refuness being cared for by Trltish
as doclarad in Parllament Avril 7, 1045 632,710
Total of thoac given in conflasnkial memorandum
attached to British Embassy nobolof Jan. 20, ‘
1945 to Dopartment, az above 289,115

Remainder unaccountod [or

#From “iashinmton ilmes-lierald of Aprll B8, 1943,

A;TL/BRAND T MST
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[Mr. McCorqu Ja’féfj

a means of establishing their rights if it is
reasougbitand practicabic. The Bill also
bripgg in many hundreds of thousands of
ilunteers who were previously left out.
For thay reasen alone, if for no other, the
Bill will be justified. It is an ioleg
part,” il ondy & part, of th (,n\LrnmCut's
at scheme lor resettlenent after the
, and for that reason | commend it
warmly to ithe Houwse.
Question put,

and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read tie Third time,
wnd, passed. 7
.- = —_—

-

- SUPPLY
“Consdered i Cinnmitive.
Pr G
Crvin

ta Wi nans in the Cha
[os 1IN e, SUPPLEMT
FnTIMALE, 11713

ARY

a Supplemen
granted 1o 1
ge which will ¢
meni sl the year en
of Manh, 19y, lar
of the Iy painment of lI
5

el expens
'rst\' ~ 'SA C r(,l.nr)
a Minister n[ Sl.llc.

Mr. Mander {Wolverhmpton,
hope that we may have - exy
of tw precise dufics whici the Minister of
State will perlorm. 1t would be interest-
ing il the Foreign Seerciry could let us
know how it is propo-ed to aliscate his
dutivs between this country and abroad.
[ am dedhted that the appointment has
been mace. | cannot thisk ol .ul)llmg
mare sabslictory for the. loreign
al this cosniry than that my two T
hon. Fricnds should be associted lugclll('r
in their conducl. 1 hope that my support
will not e too damaging o them! 1 think
that the s ol £1,325 which it is pro-
pasvd Lo spe nd on my right hon. Friend
1n ey which will be very well spent.

The Scerctury of State for  Foreign
Affairs (Mr; Eden): Tt is inlended- that my
vizht hon. Friend shonld assist me in the

condiet of Toreign policy under

the guidance of the War Cabinet. 1 need
hardly say that | warinly welcame his
assi=tanee. 1 have no doubl that 1 shall
stand in weed of it, and of any other help
I can find, in fulure as our prablems get
heavier, as I have no doubt they will:

sreny geensnasiin

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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‘As regards the actual work, I think
the arrangement is really much the same
as we have often had in the past in the
Forcign Office. We have often had three
persons, the Sccretary of State and two
Under-Sceretaries, or perhaps the Secre-
tary of State and the Chancellor of the
Duchy, or some other Minister holding

Diplomatlic, elc., Services

_an ollice which does not entail work on

Jits own account, in order to assist our
deliberations.  Generally, my right hon.
Friend will also inferest himself in the
ceonomic side of our work, as he has been
doing, and the knowledge which he has
gained at a number of conferences will
be invalnable o us.

Qaestion put, and agreed to.

Crass II
AND- CONSULAR SERVICES
and Ques
npplementa m, m.t excecding
iesty. to defray
n..» chirrge which will came in ‘course of pay-

ment during ke year ending on the gist day
tor the exper in connec-

DiPLOMATIC

Motion made, ion proposed,

“That a

w

ami  Consnlar hinents

other expenditure changeable o the

Vel cortain spo auts and payments,
incl granisin-aill;  amd  suwdry  other

Me. Granville (Suffolk, Eyc): 1
thal we are now considering the Votes -
in connection  with  the  Inter-Govern-
mental Committee of refugees and relief
of prisoners of war and contributions for
the funds of the Intermational Red Cross.

gather

The Deputy-Chairman: Yes, that is so.

Mr. Granville: The Paper s that the

additional provision required is a con-
lrll)lumn towards the funds of the Inter-
national Red Cross Society

in recognition of the work of the socicty
in the relief of prisoners of war.™”
It goes on o say:

“ The expenditure ont of th
will not be accounted  for in detail ta
Comptrolter ad Auditor General.”

I quite understand that, ‘but I thought we
might have been told a little more about it.

prant-in-aid
the

The Minister of State (Mr. Richard Law):
I must apologise to the Committee, and in
particular to the hon, Member wha has
just spoken, and who has very kindly
given way lo me. [ was not quite quick
onnn;,h off the mark, but T hope I shall be
able to give him satisfaction on the very
\mpnrl.\nl matter that we are discussing.
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I do not think that it will be necessary
to give any very long or detailed explana-
tion of the first sub-head of the Supple-
mentary Estimate, which is the grant-in-
aid for the relief of prisoners of war, in
the form of a further contribution towards
the Funds of the International Red Cross.
The Committee has always supported
right through the war the efforts which
the International Red Cross have made to
improve the lot of prisoners of war and
I do not suppose for a moment that the
Committee would wish to withhold any
further support that they could give ‘o
. the International Red Cross.

Supply? Committee—
.

_The additional_sum required under the
Supplementary Estimate is not -a  big
one, £3,873. The purpose of it is to enable
the International Red Cross to maintain
a sub-office in Shanghai, where they hope,
and we hope, they will be able to be of
some service to the very large number of
British civilians who are interned in
Shanghai, and of course, to help too, 1
hope, the very much smaller number of
British prisoners of war who are there.
We -are quite satisfied that the Inter-
national Red Cross is doing as much as
possibly can be done for our prisoners of
war and" our fellow countrymen and
women who are interned in the Far East.
The fact that it cannot do ‘more is in no
way due to any lack of good will or of
knowledge and effort on the parl of the
International Red Cross. It is simply, as
I am afraid we all know, due to the atti-
tude of the Japanese authorities.? I have
no doubt-that the Committee will approve
this grant-in-aid and I will, if I may, pass
on to the second sub-head, the grant-in-aid
for the Intergovernmental Conimittee on

refugees. Here I-thirik it would probably

be for the convenience of the Committee
if I dealt with this matter fairly fully,
because it is some time since we had 1
Debate on this tremendously important
subject.

This is not the'first time that we have
had to come to the House to ask for pro-
vision- for- the - Inter-Governmental Com-
-mittee on Refugees, but we have never
come t6 the House for provision on this
scale, or indeed, anything like it. - In

_ 1939, the Committee was asked to provide
£1.950, and in 1g40 and 1941 provision
‘was‘made on the same sort of scale. Since
then, there has been no vote for the Inter-

governmental Committee. Now I am ask--

ing the Committee, not for {2,000 but for
No. 39 :

1 MARCH 1944
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£50,000. 1 think hon. Members will have
seen from the Estimate that that is only
by way of instalment. On another
cecasion we shall e asking the Com-
mittee to underwriic our proportionate
share of what we think may be the
expenses of the Inter-governmental Com-
mittee in the coming vear. That figure
is £1,000,000, a provisional figure, and
we - have undertaken to underwrite
£500,000 and the United States have
undertaken to underwrite the other
£3500,000.

The difference between what we were
asking in 1939 and 1940 for the Inter-
governmental Committee and what we are
asking now is an indication of the great
growth there has been in this hideous
problem of refugees. The comparison
between £2,000 and £50,000—or, indeed,
£500,000—is not out of place as a com-
parison of the growth in the horror and
complexity of the problem. It is a
measure of the determination and serious-
ness of purpose with which His Majesty's
Government and the Government’s repre-

sented on the Inter-governmental Com-

mittee are tackling the refugee problem.

It may be for the convenience of the
Committee if 1 give a brief review of the
events which led to the reconstitution of
the Inter-governmental Committee. The
refugee  problem was, unfortunately,
alrcady of monstrous proportions before ~
the war, and it is difficult to realise now
that, even before the war, when civilised

-Governments like the Government of this

country, and others, were in relation with
the German Government, something like *
400,000 human beings were being driven
like cattle across the borders of Germany
and were either expelled, or had to take
refuge in other lands, to avoid a worse
fate. It was to meet this appalling sitva-
tion that developed even before the war
that the President of the United States
took the initiative in summoning a con-
ference at Evian in 1938. Out of that
conference grew the Inter-governmental
Committee on Refugees.

The primary function of the Inter-
governmental Committee in those days
was to negotiate with the German Govern-
ment so that the lot of those unhappy
people might be improved and their escape
from Germany facilitated: in short, So -
that the cruelty of the German authoritigs
and. the Gérman people might, in some
degree, be mitigated. I think it is a fact
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“that, before the war, the Inter-govern-
mental Committee was able to do a great
deal in mitigation. It co-ordinated the
activities of the various voluntary societies
and carried out an examination into the
prospects of finding other homes for those
unhappy people in various parts of the
world. On the outbreak of war, all that
work had to cease. There was another
meeting of the executive of the Inter-
governmental Committee in ‘Washington in

October, 1939, but, for the next two or

three years after that, it never met again.
There was, indeed, no scope or work that
could usefully be done.

The work of the Inter-governmental
Cominittee scemed to come to an end
when the war broke out, but, of course,
the problem remained. With every day
that passed, the refugee problem increased
in size, difficulty and horror, until it is
calculated now that, when the war in
Europe comes to an end, there will be
something like 20,000,000 human beings

who have been uprooted from their homes -

in Europe. A figure like that is so big
that it is almost meaningless. It is liter-
ally trde that the human imagination
cannot comprehend the full extent of
human misery contained in a figure of
that magnitude. It very soon became
clear, as the war progressed and as the
_refugee -problem became more acute, that
there was a problem which could be
‘tackled with hope of success only upon
the international plane. Accordingly, as
hon. Members are aware, Tepresentatives
- of His Majesty's Government and the
.Government of the United States met
some months ago at Bermuda, and went
exhaustively into  the whole refugee
problem,

One of the recommendations which the
Bermuda conference made was that there
should be instituted at once international
machinery to deal with the problem, and,
as the Inter-governmental Comnittee still
existed—though it had not becn active
for some time—it was thought to be the
most salisfactory form of international
machinery.  Accordingly, in, 1 think,
August last, the Exccutive of the Inter-
. governmental Committee met under the
chairmanship of my right hon. Friend the
Member for Horsham and Worthing (Earl
Winterion). The executive consists, as
the Commitiee are probably aware, of
representa\ivcs of the United Kingdom,

Supply: Committos— HOUSE OF COMMONS  Diplomatic, etc.. Seruices
" the
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United States, the Netherlands,
Brazil, the French National Comimitice ot
Liberation and Argentina. I would like
to take this. opportunity of saying how
much His Majesty’s Government appre-
ciate the fact that the Inter-governmental
Committee is still able to call upon the
experience of my Noble Friend the Mem-
ber for Horsham and Worthing in matters
concerning refugees, ‘and upon his wide
sympathy and deep interest in regard to
this matter. I would like at the same
time fo pay a tribute to the other repre-
sentatives of other Governments who are
serving on the Inter-governmental Com-
mitiee. at the present time.  Other
Governments are represented by their
Ambassadors. It is a remarkable’ thing
that these men, busy and over-burdened
as they are, have been able to devote so
much time to this hideous problem of
refugees. "And it is very much to the
general advantage that they have been
able to give that time, because it is an
indication to the world as a whole of the
importance which is attached to a solu-
tion of it by the respective Governments.

Mr. Lipson (Cheltenham): Does the
right hon. Gentleman’s reference to the
amount of fime these members have given
mean that this Commitice has met fre-
quently since the Bermuda Conference?

Mr. Law: It has met several times since
the Bermuda Conference. I know from
my own experience that all the members
of it take a most keen and deep interest
in the problem. The Bermuda Conference
recomnmended that the Inter-governmental
Committee should be revived, that its
membership should be extended and that
its Mandate should also be extended. In
accordance with that recommendation
the Executive of the Inter-governmental
Committee issued invitations to a number
of other Governments who had not pre-
viously been associated with the work to
join the Committee, and I understand
that replies have already been received,
affirmative replies, from Czechoslovakia,
Egypt, India, Luxemburg, Poland, the

Union of South Africa and the Soviet

Union. t

. But it was necessary . not only to
expand the membership. It wis neces-
sary also to alter its Mandate. As I said
carlier the original function of the Inter-
govcmmcnlal Committee  was, in the
main, lo ncgotiate with the German
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- authorities. Clearly that-was® no-langer
possible at the time ‘when the Inter-
+ governmental Committee was revived. "It

was Kimited under its driginal Mandate

to dealing with refugees from Germany,
Austria, and later on the Sudetenland.
Clearly, that again was inappropriate. Its
scope had-to be much wider than that."
Perhaps the most important change that
has been made in the Mandafe of the
Inter-governmental Committee is this:
under its original Mandate the Inter-
governmental Committee had no fipan-
cial responsibility -of any kind for the
maintenance of refugees. Clearly if that
provision was maintained it could not
do any effective work whatever,- so the
Mandate was revised, so that there mow
comes. within the purview of the. Com-
mittee refugees from ‘the whole of Europe, -
_and it was tevised further so- that the
" Committee can spend .money upon the
maintenance, the transfer and preserva-
tion of refugees. In other words, inithe

new reincarnation, the Inter-governmental -

Commiftee has changed from  being
in the main a piece of co-ordinating
machinery into an executive office which
will be able, of its .own initiative, ;to
undertake tasks in*cOfiiection with the
safety of refugees.

1 think the Committee is aware that
Sir Herbert Emerson, the League of
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
has for some time been the Director of
the Inter-governmental Comumittee. I
think it must be a matter for great con-
gratulation that he has been confirmed
in his appointment as Director of the
Executive - Committee. ~ Sir  Herbert
Emerson, of course, continues to be
‘League of Nations High Commissioner.
It is very valuable that the two bodies
which are dealing with refugee problems
should have a link between them in the
person of the Director. T suppose there
is .no one in this country, or indeed in
the world, who has so wide a_knowledge
of this problem as Sir Herbert Emerson. I
am sure too that there is no one whose
heart is more deeply in it.

Sir Herbert Emerson is the Director.
Under this new .organisation an American
citizen, Mr. Patrick Malin, who has had-
great experience of welfare work is Vice-
director, and Doctor Sillem of the Nether-
lands is Secretary-General. - In_addition,
Doctor Kullmann the Deputy League of
Nations High Commissioner, is Honorary
Assistant Director of the Inter-govern-

“1 MARCH: 1548 -

- the Comniittee will -not”

Diptomatic, etsy-Services TA6{
mental Commitfee. With a- fehm Hke -
that, there is, 1 ¢an assure the Cominiftee;.
evéry prospect that - the ° exécutive
iachinery~ of the Inter-guvernmental
Committee on ‘refugees- will be built up’
into as effective a piece of machinery as
conditions permit. It is being sfeadily -
built up now. I hope very much - that
press me to go
inte detailé of the work of -the Inter: *
governmental Committee. This- refugee
oblem 'is one of those in which the -
more one talks about what is-being done’
the less.chance there is of achieving any- :
thing, 1 think the Committee realises
that fully as well as I do but I would
just like to say this about what has been-

- done.

The Vice-Director,- Mr. Malin, is on 2
visit to North-Africd and Italy, where he

. has-been secing conditions on the spot.-

The honorary Assistant Director, Doctor
Kulkmann, has just returned from a visit’
to Switzerland, where he has been going *
into the whole question of refugees. It is,
1 understand, the intention of the Execu-
tive Committee to have permanent repre-

sentatives in _those centres which are

mainly conceried.with the refugee prob-
lem. I can assure the Commitee that the

. Inter-goverrmental Committee is making
“every possible effort to forward the work

of rescue that is consistent with the effeé-
tive prosecution of the wart. "

I would Tike fo 'say just a word about”

the actual financial arrangements. The
administrative expenses of the Inter-
governmental Committee are being
covered by a percentage contribution by
all-the member Governments. Our per-
centage is 12 per cent.-and it is caleu-
lated that that will amount to £4,000
in the following year: It does not
actually appear in this Vote because the
Executive have enough funds to carry on
until the end of March, but next year the
Committee will be asked to make pro-
vision for something in .the nature of
£4,000 for administrative expenses. The
operating, expenses are another matter.
They are likely to be very considerable.
Indeed, we must all of us hope that they
will be considerable because the greater
the expenditure on operations_the more
chance there is of our being able to do
something practical. for the relief and
rescue of the oppressed peoples of Europe.

* As 1 said earlier it has been calculatél
that operating expenses. will amount to
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£1,000,000 in the coming 12 months,; The:
United States Government and ourselves
have agreed to  underwrite that
f1,000,000. It was necessary, I think;
to take that action because we could not
afford delay, and we could not afford ‘a
long period -in which neither the Com-
miliee nor the Director knew where they
. stood, but I should make it clear to_the
Committee that ‘the other member Gov-
crnmenis are being asked to contribute to
the fullest extent to these operaling
expenses. - | have no doubt that they will
wish to. share in this very important
humanitarian work. Therefore, "we may
expect that though we are underwriting
£500,000 we shall not be called on, in
the event, to supply anything like that
amount. However that may be I am
quite sare that the Committee wouid not
wish the lnter-governmental Committee
on refugees to be under any disability at
ail throngh lack of finance.

There is just one more thing which
perhaps T ought to add.  As 1 have said
the Executive Committee has met several
times and, of course, it is the Executive
Committee which directs and supervises

_the work of the whole organisation, but
it may well be that the time will come
when it is desirable to have a plenary
meeting of the Committlee, and I am able
to say now that is being borne in mind
by the Lxecutive Committee. When
opporlunity offers I have no doubt they
will give the fullest consideration to the
possibility of calling together such a
session. 1 do not think I have anyhing
more 1o say at this stage. 1 expect that
other hon. Members will be making con-
tributions 1o our discusdon, and if
necessary 1 shall be very glad to reply to
the But 1 do conunend most heartily
this Vole to the Commitiee. 1 am sure
that tire Committee will want the Inter-
governmental  Commiltee to have the
fullest possible support and that the Com-
mitlee looks forward fo its achieving,
within the limilations imposed by war,
very con-iderable resuits.

Mr. Granville: | apologise for having
stoad belween the Commitlee and that
very inleresting statement which the right
hon. Gentleman has made. 1 will only
detain hon. Members for one or two
moments before the Committee go on to
discuss the second part of this Vote on
 Refugees. 1 would like very briefly to

Supply: Committss— HOUSE-OF:

** Relief of ‘prisone:
towarus -the funds: of -the I
Cross {Grant in Aid):"’ - : i
1 understand from the right hon. Gentlé-
man that the sum Which is being voted.ts
£3,873. As he says; of course, the Co,
‘mittee will not grudge the Government this_
item. I am sorry it is so small. 1 under-
stood from the Minister for State-that it is
our contribution towards the’ setting up
of an office in the Far East by the Inter-
national Red Cross Society. I was father
sorry that the right hon. Gentleman did
not tell us a litile more about this because
we have all a considerable number of con-

- stituents who are extremely anxious after

the statement. which was made in. the
House by the Foreign Secretary with _
regard to what is happening to our
prisoners in the Far East, and the atro-
cities that have been committed by the -
Japanese. Although I understand that
there is a great deal of anxiety -and tre-
mendous interest in this problem of the
international refugees I am sorry that the
right hon. Gentleman did not take a little
more time in -his speech to tell us what
it is hoped to achieve by the setting up
of this office by the International Red
Cross in Shanghai because, so far—I shall
be very brief aboit this—we have had, I
think, two statements from the Foreign
Secretary about what is happeriing out -
there, and we have also had a statement.
from somconc connected with the Inter-
national Red Cross. My view is that there
is a feeling in the minds of the relatives and
dependants of our prisoners of war in the
Far East that these statements are some-
what contradictory. One <was reassuring
and others gave facts of brutal treatment..
I realise that it might be difficult for the
Foreign Sccretary” to give us all the in-
formalion which is available to him from
men who have escaped from the Far East,
but I think it would be better if he could
give us a little more information on what is
intended with regard to this office which
is to be set up. Is it hoped that, as a
result, His Majesty’s Government or our
miilary authorities or the Red Gross will
be able to make some contact with the
Japauese Government; and make repre-
sentations which will secure an alleviation
of the conditions of our prisoners of war
in their hands?

Mr. Law: [ am cxtremely sorry if I gave
the impression that 1 was dealing in a
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cursory way with the questions which the
hon. ember has just toucned upon. I
certainly appreciate fully, and 1 do not
think anybody could fail 10 appreciate,
the deep anxiety which prevails through-
out the country about the conditions of
our-prisoners ol war and internees——

Mr. Granville: T thought the right hon.
Gentleman wished to interrupt me. Per-
haps I might be allowed fo finish, as 1
have alrecady been interrupted once. 1
know the difficulties of the Foreign Office.
The difliculties of distance and the atti-
.tude of the Japancse conslitute a tremen-
dous handicap to the Government in try-
ing to gét imprévement in the state of
affairs, but 1 hope the Government will

remember that this Japanese war may go -

on for years. What is to happen? I ask
them fo put themselves in the position of
the dependants of these prisoners, who
suddenly get this statement from the
Foreign Secretary after they had received
post-cards from prisoners saying that they
were well treated.

~ The Deputy-Chairman: The hon: Mem-
ber said he hoped the Debate would be
short. TIe is now going inta the question
of the length ol the war and a gleal many
other things.
ment, and I hope that he will keep to it.

Mr. Granville: Very well. 1 will confine
myself to saying that I hope that in setting
up this office no money will ‘be spared,

and no amount of initiative be Jacking on

the part of the Government in supporting
the Red Cross, so that we shall have more
information as to what is happening to
our prisoners of war who are suffering in
Japanese hands. I hope that the right
hon. Gentleman will give a full assurance
on that point.

Mr. Law: 1 apologise for interrupting
the hon. Member just now: I thought he
had finished. T was saying that we were
conscious of the very deep interest in the
House and in the country on the matters
on which the hon. Member has touched.
He asked whether the opening of this new
office would lead to more success in the
representations made by the International
Red Cross fo the Japanese authorities. It
is really impossible to give any answer.
One must hope that it will lead to im-
provement. It will certainly lead—I think
it is bound to lcad—to some improvement.
The functions of the International Red
Cross, as the hon. Member is probably
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aware, are to transmit lists of prisoners of

war. to disiribute parcels, to visit camps,

so on. The Japanese authoritics

have been extremely stff about allowing
the International Red Cross to exercise

their rights: in fact, they have not allowed

them to exercise their rights, in spite of

repcated  representations, in what are

called the occupied territories, the Philip-

pines, Malaya, the Netherlands
Indies, and so on. R

Mr. Mathers (Linlithgow): Are the
Japanese authorities parties to the Con-
vention?

Mr. Law: I will tell my hon. Friend
that in a moment. As I was saying, in
spite of repealed pressure from the Inter-
national Red Cross and the protecting
Power, the Japanese have refused to
allow any visits to camps in the occupied
territories.  With regard to the obliga-
tions of the Japanese under the Geneva
Convention, the Japanese Government did-
not ratify the Convention, but at the
beginning of the war in the Far East they
said that they were going to observe its
provisions. ~How little they have kept
their word the Committee are aware.

Miss Rathbone (Combined English Uni-
versities): While 1 do not intend to trouble
the Committee with a very long speech,
1 am afraid I shall have to depart from
the welcome brevity which has marked
practically all the speeches in to-day's
Debales, because I have a fair amount to
say about the work of this Committee.
This is the first opportunity we have had
since 19th May of a general Debate on the
refugee question. When some of us have
asked in recent months for such an oppor-
tunity, we have been reminded that the
opportunity would come when e dis-
cussed this Vote. That is my excuse for
going in a little more detail into some ot
the questions which are troubling myself
and others who are interested in refugees.
Is it not rather significant of the impor-
tance attached to different aspects of the
question, that not long ago we spent an
entire day discussing U.N.R.R.A., and
that the amount we then voted was
£80,000,000, while now, when we have
our first opportunity since May of discuss-
ing the work of the Inter-Governmental
Comnmittee, the subject is sandwiched in
between other subjecis cn a very busy day,
and the amount we are asked to vote is
£50,000. 1 was glad to hear that that
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covers only administrative expenses, and
that the cxpenditure on the operative
work of the Committec is likely "to be
something in the nature of £1,000,000. -
-1l am not making any comparison *be-
tween the Inter-Governmental Committee
and UNN.R.R.A. UN.R.R.A. covers a
vast field. -Its job is to deal with the
whole post-war problem of rehabilitating
distressed Europe. Dealing with displaced
populations, who include refugees —
that _seems the new fashionable
cterm  for refugees — ‘is  only . one
part of its work. But this Inter-
Governmental Committee on  Refugees
also covers a pretty vast field. Consider
somé of its responsibilities. 1 noted that
my right hon. Friend said that he did
not want to go into detail in discussing
its work, and that it would be better not
to go into details. 1 quite recognise. that,
but there are certain facts known to us
all as to the kind of work it has to do.
First, it is responsible, I gather, for con-
_certing immediate rescue measures for the
victims of Nazi oppression, so far as they
are,, dependent upon inter-governmental
action; for _ instance, the _removal

those  refugees they have
taken in,/ and the maintenance of
those refugecs who are removed from
neutral countries to havens of temporary
refuge, and also of refugees who have
escaped directly from enemy areas. We
téard that the Deputy-Director, Mr.
Malin, has- been in Italy and North
Africa, where, no doubt, he was consider-
ing that problem. We know that many
thousands of refugees were found in that
part of Italy which has now been libera-
ated from the enemy. -
Also, in regard to its post-war plans—
-and I attach extreme importance to this
—the - Committee is responsible for
negotiating arrangements with neutral
Powers as to what help we can give them
in removing, now or after the war, the
burden of refugees that they carry, so
that they may be willing to take larger
numbers.  Obviously, what” the small
neiitrals do largely ‘depends on whether
. the burden. is' going to be a permanent

burden or whether they can count on.

other nations relieving them of a part of

figutral “States "o fhe - over-
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with several rooms, -in Lower Regent
Street. It has four people, whose iden-
tity has been described by my right hon.
Friend: Sir Herberl Emerson, his Ameri-
can deputy, his Swiss deputy, and the
Dutch secretary to the Committee—an
admirable team. [ know themvall. I have ~
the highest esteem for them all.  They
have wide expericnce and great knowledge
of refugee problems, and their hearts are
in their jobs. Sir Herbert, especially, has
worked at this problem for a long time.
He has a background of Civil Service
experience and very great knowledge. We
can be confident that any work donc -by
a team like that will be done with the
utmost discrétion, with high technical effi-
ciency. No rash promises will be made,
and there will be no unwise publicity. It
will all be in the best traditions of British
and other diplomacy. But that technique
has its disadvantages. It is inevitably
slow—work that has to be consented to
by a large niimber of nations working to-
gether has, T suppose, inevitably to be
slow.

But when one thinks of the machinery
of that little office, with three or four
rooms, four people, with their two or
three typists, and £50,000 which we are .
voting to-day for their cxpenses, one
thinks of the tasks allotted to them. How
many of the millions of men, women
and children who are threatened not
merely with death, but with torture, can
be rescued? What is to be done with
them if they are rescued, and, then,
what is to be done with them after the
war? Itis just a little as though, seeing
a number of people escaping from a
hungry tiger, you sent after them a stage
coach, drawn by four white horses, when
what you needed was a Rolls-Royce. It
seems rather a leisurely machine, and a
small machine. 1 am not complaining;
I suppose an Inter-Governmental Com-~
-mittee has to work in that way. We have
been told that there are 36 member States-
on that Committee. They have not yet
met in plenary session, but we are told
that a meeting is likely to be arranged.
That is not likely to lead to a quick
result. When you have 36 Government
representatives meeting together like
this, every one of them will ask, ‘* What
does my Government think of it? ** before

it or assisting them with the maintenance
of their refugees. For all this work
what machinery has the Inter-Govern-

mental*Commitiec? It has a small office,

they agree to anything. Then as to their
Executive. I am not going to criticise
them in the least. I have no justification
for doing so, and I am told that they
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work together admirably, but it is rather
odd to note that you have the Argentine
also—I make no comment, but note the
name—and also the Netherlands and
Brazil as members, the Liberation Com-
mittee of France is a member, and the
other two members are the United States
and ourselves.  So far so good, but it
is rather curious that most of the countries
which are the chief victims of persecu-
tion, such as Poland, Czechoslovakia and
the U.S.S.R. are not, as far as I know,
represented on this Executive. Nor are
the chief ncutral countrics which have
space .to receive refugees—Sweden
and Switzerland. The Executive was
appointed in 1938, but it has never been
reviewed or added to .with view to
making it rather more realistic. - Is it not
possible for something to be done about
_ that?

Now I come to a more important point.
Many of us have had our minds on this
point for over a year, and we then sug-
gested that what was wanted i this
country was a new organ of Government
which would co-operate with the Inter-
Governmental Committee so as to secure
the full-time- concentration of first-class
minde on this question. Well, only two
or-three weeks ago the United States did
that very thing. President Roosevelt set
up a War Refugee Board, composed of
the Secretary of State, Mr. Cordell Hull,
the Secretary of the Treasiry, Mr.
Morgenthau, and the Secretary of State
for War, Mr. Stimson. We have a sub-.
committee of the Cabinet here composed
of three equally eminent Ministers, but
the difference is that the American Board’s
functions are clearly defined and it has a
full-time Executive Director. Its functions
are sct out in a pamphlet—which I have
here .

" The Deputy-Chairman: I think we are
getting a little wide, because if it is pos-
sible to pay a tribute to the American
representatives on this Board, in a wide
way, such as is now being done, it would
be equally possible to criticise them, and_
it is not within the duty of this Committee
to criticise or otherwise comment on the
representatives of a foreign Government
in that way. I did not wish to stop the
hon. Lady before, but I do not think we
must go any further. -

Miss Rathbone: I bow to your Riling,
Mr, Williams, but the point I wanted to
make was that the Inter-Governmental
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Committec can only act, just as the
League of Nations did, through the in-
dividual Governments represented on the
Committee. It cannot do anything itself
except on a small scale, because all its
aclion depends upon what the individual
Governments may do, and, therefore, T
want lo say that, while we gladly vote
this money, we should supplement the
work of this Committee by insisting that
an organ similar to}the Board in the
United States, with a full-time executive
director in constant touch with the dirggtor
in the United States, should be set” up.
The American Board has direct access to
the President himself. The object is that
it would make it so much casier for the
Inter-Governmental Committee to do its
work if it had in London a body repre-
senting His Majesty’s Government which -
really is carrying out the recommendations
made by the Inter-Governmental Com-

_mittee.

This is a vast problem. This Inter-
Governmental Committee is an inevit-
ably slow mechanism in tackling so vast
a problem as the problem with which it
has to deal. There are questions of
shipping and transport, collecting of
refugees, questions as to where refugees
are to be kept until permanently settled,
and questions of negotiations with
neutrals. There are questions of food.
supplies and so forth: It is a huge busi-
ness, and it is the one hope of rescue for
millions of people, nearly every one, in
a way, a separale problem. You really
cannot work it unless the nations repre-
sented on the Committee have their
separate machinery for co-operation with
the Inter-Governmental Commiitee, for
perpetually working backwards and for-
wards as between it and themselves to
carry out the projects planned on a far
bigger scale than would be possible if the ..
work depended on a Committee with so-

small a mechanism of operation. ;

This is my last word. I ask the Com"
mittee to recognise that we in this country-
have a father special responsibility for-
this Inter-Governmental Committee, We
ought to take the initiative and set a lead:
to other nations by what we ourselves are
doing to. help the Inter-Governmental
Committee.  For one’ thing, the Com-
mittee is situated in London, while the
headquarters of U.N.R.R.A. are in the -
United States, where we expect that &
good deal of the planning out will be




1473 Supply: Committee— HOUSE OF

+{Miss Rathbone.]
done. The chairman of the Inter-Govern-
mgntal Committee and the British repre-
senfative on it is the Noble lord the
Member for Horsham (Earl Winterton),
and therefore the Committee looks a good
deal to him, because we know his great
interest. in this problem, and we want
to see that he is able to say to his Com-
mittee that the British Government is
going to do so-and-so amd thus give a
“lead for the whole of the world. There
- is another rcason for our special respon-
sibility. ~ We know that thongh very
many of these threatened millions are
non-Jewish, the majority of them are
Jewish—the Jews being the one
which Hitler threaiens with wholesale
extermination of men, women and chil-
dren, and he is doing it. He thredtens
to extermindte the entire Jewish popula-
tion of Eurape. Well, we hold the gates
. of Palestine and we promised the Jews a
National "Home there

The Deputy-Chairman: 1 am afraid the
hon. Lady must kecp off Palestine and
the Home for Jews. 1f we once begin to
discuss that, there will be absolutely no
end to it, and it has nothing to do with
the Question before the Committee.

Miss Rathbone: In our hearts, it was
very much to do with it, because we
always remember how many people are
already massacred who might be alive
and hﬂpp‘); now il-they had been allowed
to go to that promised land. We remem-
ber also that the British Empire is a big
place. 1f 1 cannol mention Palestine,
for God’s sake, let us find a place some-
where in the Empire where these people
can get in. [ was reminded by the Under-
Secretary for the Home Dcpartment in
-putting a question

.The Dcputy-Chui-i-mun: We cannot go
into Home Office matters on this Vote.

Miss Rathbone: 1 will not go further
with it. But if it was a mistake to men-
tion the Home Oflice, it was nol my mis-
take but that of the Under-Secretary in
telling. me -that I should be able to raise
the question on this Vote. We vote this
moncy gladly and only wish that the sum
we are voting was larger. 1 hope the
Vote for the operational activilies of the
Inter-Governmental Commitlee, which we
shall be asked to agree to later, will be
larger because we have a heavy re-
sponsibility in this matter. Let us save

race |
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all the ihreatened victims we.can and not
grudge the money, but vote it gladly.

Mr. Lipson {Cheltenham): T am sure
the Committee will understand why it was
somewhat difficult for the hon. Lady to
keep within the rules of debate. We know
how very strongly she feels on this sub-
ject, and how much she hi= done herself
to arouse public opinion {0 a ~vi=: of re-
sponsibility in the treatment of refugees,
-and we are extremely gratcful to her. I
welcome the increase in the amount of.
the grant from f£2,000-to £50,000, with
the promise of underwriting £1,000,000
for further operations, because this in-
creased expenditure, 1 hope, means an
increase of activity. One naturally asks
oncself—Is the amount that is being spent
even now cnough, and are we really
-tackling this problem as it ought to be
tackled, because we were reminded by
the right hon, Gentleman, in introducing
the Vote, that this is a problem which
is really beyond what ihe imagination
can conceive, and therefore the action
dealing with it ought to be in accordance
with the need.  We were asked not to in-
quire into the details of the work. We
will respect that request, but we are very
much left in the dark as to what actually
is bring done. So far as we are told to-
day, all that has been done is that certain
machinery has been set up, but we did
not find, in the information given to us,
any sense of urgency or of the importance
of the time factor. There are millions
of tragedies behind this particular pro-
blem, so we ask oursclves how many
lives aré being saved and whether this
problem can be tackled only by the ortho-
dox method associated with inter-govern-
mental committees. -

1 would like to ask the member of that
Committec in what spirit they approach
this problem. Dy’ they see it in this light?
Supposing the positions were reversed,
and, instead of them being an inter-
governmental committee trying to bring
succour and relief to victims of Nazi
terror, they were those victims and were
themselves the refugees?  Could they
honestly say that they themselves, in
those circumstances, would be satisfied
with what was being done by the Inter-
Governmental Committee? It seems to
me that that is a very fair test. But for
the grace of God, the position might have
been reversed, and, instead of the Inter-
Governmental Commiltee being in the

:




need, - - -

Mr. Silverman: Will the. hon, Member
not agree ‘that, ‘within™ the. limits . which
.they exercise, they do show a sense of
urgency, and that, after all, we should
be very grateful to them? - -

Mr. Lipson: Surely the answer to that
is this—that, if the Jimits of their powers
are too narrow or too confined, the Com-
mitee ought to say so, instead of saying
“that they are able to deal with the pro-
blerh, when they know they are not in
a position to-do so,

" Earl. Winterton (Horsham and Worth-
ing): I gather-that my hon. Friend is
criticising my Ambassadorial colleagues on
the Committee and myself—the represen-
-tatives of the United States and other
countries—when he talks of ** they."” It
is only in order to make the point clear
that T have interrupted.

Mr. Lipson: We are asked to vote a
sum of money towards the work of an
Inter-Governmental Committee. It i3
only right that we should ask, Are wé
getting value for -the money that is being
spent?; .is enough money being spent?;

- and is the dividend in the shape of lives
being saved adequate? !

Whereupon, the GENTLEMAN USHER oF
THE BLACK- RoD being come with a Mes-
sage, The CHAIRMAN Jeft the Chair.

Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair,

ROYAL ASSENT.
"Message to atiend the Lords Comamis-
stoners.- . .
The House went, and having returned—
Mr. SPEAKER reporied the Royal Assent
fo: -
1. Landlord and Tenant (Requisitioned
Land) Act, 1944.
2. Courts (Emergency Powers) (Scot-
land) Act, 1944

-

Children) . .

‘of - Judigature
Act, 1944. - i
- ns . (Employment)”

044 oL

of Comimons Disqualification

. porary Provisions) Act, 1944.
8. Licome Tax. (Offices and- Employ-_
nients) Act, 1944. i -

_SUPPLY

] 'Agaip considered in Committee.

-[MaJor MILNER in the Chair]

Question again proposed: .

*“ That a Supplementary sum, got excesd--
ing {53,873, be granted to His Majesty, to_
defray the charge whick will come in course
of p?ment during the year ending on the
315t day of March, 1944, for the expenses in
connection with His ‘}\da‘e'sty’s Embassies,
Missions and Consular Establishments Abroad,
and other expenditure chargeable to the Con-
silar Vote; certain, special grants and pay-
ments, including grants in aid; and sundry
other _services."

Mr. Lipson: I should like to make it clear’

“that, in the remarks that I am making, I

am not concerned with personalities but.
with a very great tragic huian problem.

"I have to ask myself whether the machin-
_ery and the means we have taken to deal

with this preblem bear a proper relation
to it, and are adequate. This matter of
the rescue of refugees is on my conscience,
as I believe it is on the conscience. of a
great many people, and we in this Com-
mittee have a very definite responsibility
in the matter. .
Therefore I would say this. -It may be
necessary to conceal a great deal of the
work of the Committee, but many of us,
feel that we are not in a position to esti-
mate the value and the importance and the
seriousness of the work that this Com-
mittee is carrying out, and we would like
a complete assurance as to whether the
machinery is adequate for its purpose or
not and,- if it is adequate,” that the
macliinery is being used to the fuil so that
the object in mind may be achieved. We
would also like an assurance that the Com-
mittee will not hesitate to use, if neeg be,
unorthodox methods to try and save
human lives. We would also like it to
be considered whether it is advisable to
supplement the action taken by the Inter-
Governmental Committee by similar action
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to that which President Roosevelt has
found it nccessary to take in America—he
was apparently so  impressed  with, the
urgency of the problem fhat he thought
inter-governmental machinery by itself
was not sufficient, I would like further

.consideration to be given to that matter,

We in this country are engaged in a
life and death struggle. That was truc
when we began the war, it still is true, and
we can only hope to succeced in that
struggle by God’s help.  If we go to God
and ask Him to help us in our trouble,
I think we ought to put ourselves in a

" position 1o say to Him that we have

helped those we were in a position to help.
That is the test which 1 would apply to
the work of this Inter-Governmental Com-
miltee. Here are these hapless refugees,
for whom we have a special responsibility.
Can we honestly say, with a clear con-
science, that impressed by the urgency of
.the problem, by the importance of the
time factor, we have done everything that
is humanly possible to save human lives?
Unless we can give a satisfactory answer
to that, I submit we have not done what
we oughl to have done. " To do anything
less than the maximum possible in a’prob-
lem of this kind, is simply not good
enough.

Mr. Silverman (Nelson and Colne): I
wonld like at once to dissociate myself,
amnd any organisation interested in this
matter with which T may be concerned,
from any kind of critivism, implicd or
express, direct or indirect, of the Inter-
Governmenlal Committee.  So far as |
am aware its work is done with cfficiency
and wrgency and in a spirit of co-opera-
tion to which no one who speaks with
any sense of responsibility, could fail to
pay carnest and sincere tribute. - Nobody
would pretend, however, that the work
they are doing is going 16 rescue all those
threatened by the evil thing that stalks
throughout Europe to-day. 1 will have
a word or two 1o say about that a little
Iater on, but T thought it was right to
sy sumuch at once, so that there should
be no doubl about it.-

We are concerned lo-day with a Sup-
plementary  Estimate and  we  cannot
bring in and debale harge issues of general
policy.  One can only deal with the new
circumstances that have necessitated a
Supplementary Estimate at all, new cir-
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cumstances that- have arisen since 1gth
May, I think it was, when last the House
or the Committce had any opportunity .
of discussing these matters. There have
been, since 19th May, great changes in
Europe in the circumstances that these
measures are designed to -meet. John
Pehle, a member of the executive of the
body in America charged with these
matters, said the -other day, quite
rightly, that unless this job were
done within the next few months

there would be no job left to do.
It is in that spirit that the problem has

to be approached. I would like to direct
the attention of the Committee to some
of the things that have in fact been hap-
pening since May of last year, because,
not merely do things happen, but we gel
knowledge of them. I haveé a copy of a
document which has reached London. It
only concerns Poland and 1 think it only
concerns the Jews. "May I, in passing,
say that I speak in this matter as a Jew,
and as a Jew I would say at once that
this is by no means entircly a Jewish
problem—not by any means--and no
Jew, knowing the facts, would think that
it was, or would lose any opportunity of
pointing out that it was not. = -

It remains true, however, what the hon.
Lady said, that it is very largely a Jewish
question, and that among the refugees
the Jews are the only oncs against whom
the Nazis have declared a policy of com-
plete extermination, regarding “them—as
they éxpressly say—as belligerent enemies.
I'do not quite know what they mean by
that becaase, if the Jews were really
belligerent enemices, I suppose the Geneva
Cofivention would apply to them, and
certainly no attempt is made to make it
apply. But the Nazis regard themselves
as making war upon them in the sense
of rooting them ount utterly, in an en-
deavour Lo solve what is somelimes called
the Jewish question by the extermination
in Europe ol any Jews at all.  That policy
is to Dbe resisted from outside,- but it is
also resisted from within, and I want
o draw the attention of the Commiitec
to some things that are happeiiing.  This
report comes from the Jewish National
Commitlee;  operating  somewhere | in
Poland, and it reached London in Febru-
ary of this year. In this report it is
slated—

** Last_month we still reckoned the number
of Jews in the whole territory of Poland as

250,000 W 3onooe Ina few weeks not more
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thun 50,000 of us will remain. In the t
motitent before death the remnants of Polish
ewry appeal for help to the whole world.
The blood shed by 3,000,000 Jews in Poland
will” pursue not only the Hitlerite beasts hut
all those who uttered words .but did not act
to save a people condemned to extermination
by the Hitlerite murdere May this, per-
haps our last voice from the abyss, reach the
ears of the whole world.”

Tahere follow descriptions of mass murders,

** In the eariy days of November, 1943, al!
the Jews the two large concentration camy
in  Poland mimbering 25,000 people, were
completely - annihilated. On  Wednesday,
N nber 3nd, the 10,000 Jews in the camp

anniki were marched .out, surrounded -

and machine-gunned. The women and chil-
dren were loaded into 50 lorries, transported

- to the execution place and murdered by
machjne-gunning. On Friday, November sth,

‘eral thousand Jews were massacred in n
similar way in the district of Lublin."® *
I am ot going to weary the Committee
with a’ further recital of horrors, but therc
are others of the same kind. They resist.
. the Jew
persecators wi
grenades, fire bombs and ouple of machine-
nding several hundred
Germans  and  Ukrainians. The  Germans
brought up, as in Warsaw,
tanks with r.0on

r Ghetto from all side

fighting continued  for cight  days,
Afterwards, the tfire to. and destroyed
the notorious déath-camp of blinka .
in the region of Chelm-Lublin
vrganised themselves into fightin
attacked the crmans  and  Ukrainian
arming and killing the n Jority of them. They
burnt " the gis-chamb and " the crematoria,
and the survivors fled to the forests in the
neighbourhood.

It is against that kind of background
that we are considering to-day this Sup-
plementary Estimate. It will Rrow as
military  defeat after military defeat is
forced upon the Germans. As they
retreat, the last retiring German soldier
will kill the last available Jew.  What
proposals have we to make about {hat?
L would like to make one or two practical
suggestions. I understand that the right
hon. Gentleman is going to reply. 1
cannot ask him to give positive and con-
structive replies to all the things that 1

propose to suggest now, but 1 do hope-

they will be urgently and sympathetically
considered, and that if anything can be
done about #, it will be done without
undue delay.

When the news first became known of
this active initiation of the policy of com-
plete exiermination, there was ¢nacted in
this Chamber an historic scene, when a
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-cution and killing of the Jews.
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declaration was made of the intentions
of all the lel:lled Nations. That declara-
tion was simultaneously made elsewhére.
1 would suggest to the right hon. Gentle-
man that the time has come when a new
declaration might be ma 1t is doubtful
whether it ‘has very much effect, but it
has some. We do know that there are
people in Europe who listen. We do know
that there are people in Europe who re-
act. We haye information about heroic
acls done in' enemy-occupied countries
which have the effect of actual rescue, and -
many of us think that a new declaration
made now, a new joint warning by the
heads. of the Alljed Nations, might be
heard. Bit not only a warning: a de-
claration, that the satellife States could
hear, about the special ‘measures they
could take to stop the deportation, perse-
A call
made in the name of the leaders of the
United Nations to the peoples of Europe
to do what they could to prevent mas-
sacres, and ‘the deportations preliminary
to massacres. It is not a thing which
requires any cxpenditure  of money,
energy or machinery; it is a declaration
which, il it succeeded in sav ing any lives,
would be justif I think jt is realised
that the declaration that was made ‘before
was not altogether without effect. A
new one made now might be very oppor-
tune indeed. Cerlainly the neglect of it
would be difficult to justify if there was
only the remotest prospect that the mak-
ing of it would succeed in saving any lives
at ail.

1 would like to say something about the
particular machinery that this Supple-
mentary Estimate is designed to pay for.
I have already said something about the
spirit in which the work of this Committce
is done, but they are charged with look-
ing after refugees, that is to say, look-
ing after people who have already escaped.
1Ujs only when a man, -woman or child
has succeeded in escaping from some-
where or other that he or she conies under
such jurisdiction and powers-as the Inter-
Governmental Commiltee poss Obvi-
ously, that cannot be enough, because
there ought (o be some way of creating
refugecs, of getling people’ out so that

. they could acquire the status of refugees

and this machinery become responsible
for them. I am jnclined to think that it
was along those lines that the United
Stales were thinking when they set up
the United States War Refugees Board.
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about certain
dream of doing so but people can be got
out, they are being got out, and some
attempt ought to be made at aclive rescue.

1f the United States thought it worth
while to set up special Government
machinery alongside the Inter ern-
mental Committee might it not be worth
while to consider whether we,_ too, ought
not to set up paralle]l machinery in this
country? "1 do not rofer to this by way
of praise, censure or criticism of the
United States at all; 1 point lo it as an
example of the way in which one of our
principal | Allies attempting to  meet
their obligations when faced with exactly
the same problem. It was not a light
thing for the United States to do. They
have not set up their Board merely for
the sake of adding machinery to
machinery. Presumably, there is a prac-
tical function which that Board will carry
out. If that is so is it not reasonable to
inquire whether similar machinery might
not be set up here to carry out the same
kind of functions, which, I think, are dis-
tinguished from the functions of the Inter-
Governmental Commiltee, in the way I
-have indicated?

1 not to talk too much
alie

May I say, in passing, that I am afraid
there is a growing fecling that the initia-
tive in these matfers, the active urgency
of endeavour, is passing from London to
Washington? I think that if there were
any justification for such a view it would
be a very great pity, because we here
have a proud and long record of rescue
of the victims of political* and religions
persecution, extending over many cen-
turies. It is one of our proudest tradi-
tions; it is one of the things we stand for
in the world. Nobody pretends that we
- have ceased to stand for it, but there is a
tendency to push over the initiative in
these matters to the United States of
America. I think we ought to be careful of
that; we ought to resume the initiative
ourselves. It is not merely in accordance
with our traditions to do so, but also
because we are 3,000 miles nearer the
scene. I am not at all sure whether some
of the machinery we have here is not a
little cumbrous, whether the delay in con-
sidering matters, reaching plans and
carrying #iem out is not lofiger than some-
times it might. be. I know that the
Minister

and nobody would.

feels as keenly about these -

S COMDMes?

1 do, but [ would invite him
must carmn to look again at this
ot the question and mo
that our country duos

i d ol the first p which
both practical pgliticz and onr traditions
would compel usto occupy.

matiers @

would like to sce created in this

that we do recognise the heavy obligations
which rest on our should in  these
matiters and that we do not intend to lag
behind anybody in the d we of those
oblizations. I would like to urge con-
tinwed and even closer co-operation with
those bodies in the world which are
charged with the responsibi of practical
rescue wherever it is possible. Bedies like
the  World h Congress and  the
National Re ommittee in Palestine
ged in such rescue
R 1 would like to see
a method evolved of a ating -bodies of
that kind with the Inter-Governmental
Commiutee, with the Stale machinery,
wherever it may be set up, concerning
itself with aclive rescue and organisation
of rescu A large number of people who
are geting out are Slateless.  They them-
sclves might be organised and be in som
way or other represented on these bodies,
‘because nobody knows more about the
means of rescue than they do. 1 need not
say any more¢ about other matters which
have been dealt with"by my hon. Friend
the Member for the Combined English
Universities (Miss Rathbone). - )

S

In conclusion, may 1 repeat that the
urgency of this matler is extreme, lh_at _il
is literally true that those you suve within
the next few months will be the only ones
who can be saved, since afterwards none
will be left? Do not let us have it on onr
conscience that thére were people sho
might have been saved ibut who were not
saved because we were not willing to take
from our other pressing obligations the
time, energy or machinery necessary to
save them. 1f the employment of that
time, energy or machinery were to delay .
_victory by a single day none of us would
ask for it to be taken, but it is not correct
to say that the only way of saving these
people is by ensuring a quicker victory.
As defeat crowds upon defeat for the
enemy so massacre crowds upon massacre.
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