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OIHM OJ'~ Plw.!iOlW, ~llRltliiiiMMIYI 
OJ' Tlill Pll.llllliii!Jllf 01' Tlllil 'O'l'm'.BD &J!A!i$ 

llubJeotv P.o~Uon ot iollq b7 the Gov•l'UIIn\ of 
India 511111lar to that Made ~ the i'rel14eat 

- of the ll'n11e4. ft&tu lleprdbc the l!eeou 
and. Belief ot ~poaa ~~~~ 

fhe ionorablo. 
fhe S8aH111AJ7 ot Stale, 

V~oa. ». 0. 

J have tu honor to l'Ofer to th8 Dlputant 1a 
OlrCUl.!r.Jr Airgam of hb~ 29, 1M4 aru1. to IQ' 
~toll Jro. 406 ol ~· tiO, lHf. on the subJect 
-~Jl!III04aUoa ia laMa of Yu latu&ne-8114-lutq. 
ot tu 8oYel'nll9at ot b41a fevazt l"vtllow lald£raUou 
of Snoh S.~ee•. 

While the IO.allou •••• ao o'bJeoUoa h a44JoeeeiJIC 
tha OonrDMllt ot ID4.1& &&aia, b the 11••• ot pan. 
grapha threa aa4 fWI' of. tha ot~lllu all"ci'M 'I&DbJ' 
"fenue, it \ell efta that 111 lhnl4 J1P. naen to 
the 0...1"l11111at ot IBUa the teeuaoe li tbat IJoT&naat 
of a 4oolu&Uoa of polt07 11111111.1' h tllat ~ b7 tu 
.Prutuat of the vatted states vltlwllt atttq. the 
DlpaJ'h!lu whetllel' lUeth a ~ntoa vtnll4 'be U•l.J ta 
vtev ot tho etate~~mt of pollq oentalael b .:be 
Goftn~D.d ot 1114iaP • 11111111' to tbl llte11oa 4ate4 
lfarqh,aa, 1~. a cow et whloh waa tnallllUet vtth 111 
4esp&t0h lo. 401' &,Oft ataUoUd. It vU1 \e l'lloallld 
that the 0.'f'81'11111Dt of b41a etatttA ill tlat 1ottlzo tllat 
Z.4tata nflicee noltlea 1e pn-.\lJ' ~"&tel' ti&IYt tllat .r 
lUll' ether allt14 or uv.tnl. oout17 aad that. Ia the 
ls.ht of the Pl'llllat foo4 u4 aooo..Ottoa Paoollleill au 
tu c-•H.l. 111011011lo a1taattoa ta 11141a. U 40111 _., 
feel ,., b te ill a 11011\toa ,. &CCtpl •• nhpea 
troa olae.Un. 

It eoova .to the Mlolloa. l&ovtnJ'. that aoo-..oauoa 
llipt lo ~111d to t!le hfti'U~Jat of la4la Hfenlq to 
tu atat0111at la 1111 leUil' ot ~~'Noh 88 that 1thll'8 It tho 

_ puenuu,~ot J~.fJribl" 1ta'buu, to-, a;ooo &441tsoaal 
.Poles.• - lllqdrl11f-.\)ijr; sa - ilii ltalllllt7~fol' 
8,000 PolAe dooia DOt Mtoi'Aaliat. the ao...._.t ot hAl• 
wou14 lit PI'IIJIIl'Gl to aoot•«ato a tllllllt ..-. .. ot othD Duepeaa ..._... . ·· · 

IltQeotMll' 70111'11, 

Clttl'p lo MtritU . 
.. ~.., ~ Clbii,tp . 

----~- ---~- ·----
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~ 

OFFICE OF THi•: PERSONAL 'Ftt:J:'Rl<.:s:,t:TATIVE 
OF THE PREZJIDE!•}T OF TH17 UNITED STATF.S 

No. 40~ 

New Delhi' 

March 30_, 1944 

Subject: Accomnodat.ion in India of ':'ar Ref,lgees and 
Policv of the 0overnment. of India tov•ard 
further IM.:ip;ration of such Refugees. 

The Honorable 

Jir: 

The Secretary of State, 
'::ashington. 

I have the honor to refer to tl· e -::Jera.rtment I 3 

circular airgram of J•.m;ary 26, ~944, 7 p.m., ·in 
regard to the intent.i.on of the United dtates ~overn- .· 
ment to to.kr, all mea,Jures •:-.'i thin its power to rescue 
J-e-wish- o.nd other_ roersecute(j_ Piinori ties v:ho are in 
iinniinent danger of death :1t the hand!;!- of t1 e enemy; 

"=-

-. -

With particular reference to the instructions contained ~ 
in paragraph 4 of the o.irr,rar.-. nnder reference, 'in off-icer' ..,. 
of tt.e !.:ission took up tl·.is matter with :1n officer of the -~ 
T xternal Affairs Department. of the. Government of India on \' 
February 21, 1944 a·nd, in confirmation of that conversation,~':Z_ 
sent an aide memo ire of the sarn~date, copy of which is ~ 
attached. On II: arch 22, my note No. 60, copy of which is 
attached, was sent to tl.e l•xternal Affairs Departrr.ent --~ 
stressing the desire of the United States Government to '~ 
receive a reply_as soon as possible. ~ 

The reply of the r>rwernment of India has now been 
received, a copy of which toget-her with its enclosure is 
attacred, TJ.e enclosure gives the numbers of refugees of 
each nationality ~hich have been eiven'haven in India. 
The approximately 500,000 persons of P.ritish and British 
protected-nationality were evacuate.d prineipa1 ly from tl1e_ 
British. colonies in South East Jisia and from China. Apart 
from these, war refugees accommodated in India consist of 
3552 Poles and a scattering of Europeans of variotis nation­
alities. 'Clarifying a statement in paragrarh one of its 
letter -that "there is the possibility_ of a further ·lia­
btli ty of 8000 additional Pqles," the External A-ffairs 
Department states that the Government of India han b~n 
advised, that it··may be as}:ed to acconunodnte sucl1 a number 

~ 

·but. that there· is ·nothing defiqi te about it as yet. ·-i __ 

! 

-' 
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In the second paragraph of its letter the GOvernment 
of India states that "India's re~gee problem is probably 
greater than that of any other allied or neutral country, 
and in the light of the present food and accommodation 
problems and the general economic situation in this~ 
country, the Government of India ~eel that, despite the 
utmost goodwill, they are not in a position to accept 
more refu12;ees from elsewhere." As used here, "elS'ewhere" 
refers particularly to Europe; the Government of India 
anticipates that "tl'e advance of Allied armies into 
Burma may well result in an increased flow of refugees 
from Burma into Indie." 

Reqpeotfully yours, 

711.5 
~ JPS/l!k 

Enclosures: 
1. Copy of Aide !~:emoire Feb. _21, 1944 
2, Copy of Note No. 60 :r.'ar. 22 1944 
3. Copy of letter from Extern~ Affairs 

_Department Mar. 28, 1944 

;, .. .._~ ..... ,; .. 
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Enclosure No. 1 toi::~a:ch No. 404 . 
dat~ll-_Mafoh 30, 1944_ , :111 the subject 
~<roommmtatron---tn- ;-t-War-R~s curet·- -
J>.ollay: o1'. .the--Gevernment- -or--'India- t-oward 
further immigration of such refugees,"· f-rom 
George R. Merrell, Secretary in Charge, 
American Mission, NevrDelhi, India. · 

AIDE-MEMOIRE 

There is enclosed a oopy of an executive order 

issued by the President of the United-States on January 

22, 1944, regarding the establishment of a War Refugee 

Board to effectuate the United States -Government's 

intention to take all measures within its power to rescue 

Jewish and other persecuted minorities who are in imminent 

danger of death at the hands of the enemy. 

In this connection, information as to the approximate 

number of refugees of the several races and nationalities 

v.'hich have been given haven in India would be app!'eciated. 

It would also be helpful to know to-what extent such 

refugees have recently i.run.igrated to India or have be.en 

acc.ommodated in India while en route elsewhere. An ex-

pression of the Government of India's attitude toward 

immigration into India of such refugees, and an irid1oa­

tion to what extent the Government of India would be able 

to cooperate in an effort to·"$escue these persecuted 

minorities would be niost welo_ome. 

New Delhi, 

February 21, 1944 

J. P. S. 
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. ' Enclosure No. 2 t'o djiapatch :tiro. 404 
-~~~~~~ d1Iteu.= M1D: 6h 30, · 1:9 <> )n the =sub'-.lj..:;e.c.ct--...__ ___ ::._ 

"Accommodation in Inclia of War Refugees 
and Policy of the Government of India 
toward further immigration of such 
refugees," from Geo~ge R. Merrell, Secre­
tary in Charge, American Mission, New 
Delhi, India. 

No. 60 

New Delhi 

March 22 1 1944 

The Secretary to the Government of India 

Sir: 

in.the External Affairs Department, 

New Delhi. 

I have the honor to refer to the Miss~on's aide­

memoire dated February 21, 1944 and initialled "J.P.S." 

which confirmed a conversation between Mr. Speer of the 

Mission and Captain, Fry of the External Affairs Department 

regarding the extent to which Jewish and_ other persecut-ed 

minorities have been given haven in India. An expres·sion .if$. 

of the Government of India's attitude toward immigration 

into India of such refugees and an indication to v-·hat 

extent the Government of India would be able to _cooperate 

in an effort to rescue these persecuted minorities were 

-·-also requested. 
~ 

In as much as my _government is most anxious to have 

the benefit of the information above described, I should 

·greatly a,pl)reciate an indication as to when the Mission 

may expect to receive a reply to the questions·raised 

in the aide-memoirs under reference. 

I have the .. honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient ser~ant, 

George R. Merrell 
Secretary in Charge 

0 

' 

·····~·~·. L,,, ~·L:.;.ct 



----------~---------~-------------------~Et. Enclosure· No/ 13\6 de"spatch Ng~:494 _ 
~----ddaated-!~h-5~1 ~944, on the suojeot 

"Accommodation 1n India of War Refugees 
and Policy of tbe Government of India 
toward further imn;igration of such 
refugees,'' frorr. George R. liierrell, 

·-~ 
'Se.a~tary in Charge, American Mission, 
New ·uelhi, India. 

No. 29-W/44 

From 

To 

The Secretary to the Government of India ln the 
F.xternal Affairs Department, 

The Secretary in charge of the office of the 
Personal Representative of the President of 

the United States of America to India,· 
New Delhi. 

Dated New Delhi, the 28th Jo'arch 1944. 

· · · ,_ :~ _ . Subject: RefugEies in India • 

. ,""'-_/~~-.:;~~;iil~ ' 
···c.~ -~., ·=:.·r _am directed to refer to your ,letter No. 60, dated 

the 22nd Mar.ch 1944 1 and t.o enclose a statement showing 

'! 

I 

the approximate number of refugees, with their nationali­
ties,· who he.ve been given ref·uge in India since the out­
break of hostilities: In addition there is the possibility 
of a further liability for 8,000 additional Poles, while 
the advance 0f the Allied" armies into Bunna may well result 
in a renewed flow of refugees from Burma into India. 

2. India's refugee problem is probably greater than that 
of any other allied or ·neutral_ country, and in the light·of 
the present food and accommodation ~oblems and the general 
economic situation in this country, the Government of India 
feel that, despite the utmost goodwill, they_ are not· in a 
position to accept more ~efugees from elsewhere." 

I have the honour to be_, 
Sir · 

Your most obedient servant, 

· ·s. Easan 

for Seoreta~y to the Government of Ind.ia 

• 
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STA . .__ . .lENT SllOWING THE APPROXIMJ.. .J 

~~~D G~:~oik~~ ~~ ~~~E~~N:o 
THE OUTBmJ~ .gF ,THE PRESENT HOSTILITIES •. 

' - ~1 'f 

Nationality . , ,. 

British or British protected 

Danish 

Dutch 

Polish 

Hungarian 

Czech 

Russian 

American 

Portumese 

French 

Latvian 

3panish 

Yugo,.lav 

Austrian 

Japanese (British by marriage) 

Lebanese 

Swiss 

No:rWegian 

Greek 

Swedish 

Genri.an Jew 

German (British by marriage) 

Finn 

Philipino 

Italian (British naturalised) 

German 

Number 

506,991 

20 

45 

3,552 

5 

33 

24 

95 

4 

38 

1 

1 

:, 

5 

-·- 1 

l 

18 

5 

8 

8 

3 

2 

3 

[) 

1 

2 
Total 510,874 

o< 

) 
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1J'ew :ielhi; ~dia 

. ...__... 
No • .39i Jl'lur.Qh 23 1 1944 

-- S•wJ&ct: 13tanding"~i.ua.uce COllli:l:!i:tt~f!. of' '\;lle Xndian 
I.egisltltiva-.zl.ssenibly Aypt•oveu Paymen.t Of·· 
!ndian Q.uota :tor Intel·;;.aovel'lJ..;,e.ntal· Rel!&t 
Committee. · · 

Tlu:• mmorabla 
'I.'llG f3ll<c:r~ter) of. ::.:tate, 

\'i'~sllingtmi. 

:r. htiv& tll? hunor. t;o rapqr·t that "0\1 !.-\arch 1g, 1941+, tbo 
Standing M'insnoe Cown:Ltt.ee of ·t!lEi' Indian _J;..eg:tl\llt.t~5.va Assembly 1 
unaer t}ut ehairm11nt>hl~p of ttta·.Fin!lilce U&Ju'bsr of 'lihe V:lcferoy• s 
)i;xecutiV0 Goun{)H {Sir JO'J:fJ~:Y Hi\IS~.'\.N), app.t:ovei~ lA prO}>OSSl . 
t() :pay .India' li ~on t:t'ilmtiml towards tll.~ llia.lllinis.t•rativ~ . 
expena$$. of.· the In ter ... (iOVOX'rmtf.mtetl Bttl:to:lif C{!mn\.itteo WhiCh 
W;ifJ set up irl 19}9. The imriiutio~ to J)l~1i~ to baoOilie a 
MM\oer ... no·qornr;}.~nt ha.a 1:>0an MQe;?tad. I:HtbJact to $:pproval by 
th~ L!Ufl..ala ti Vf.' A::w.embl;r• ~rhe app:r?o'i'a;l""':l~· the St&ndi~g · 
Fi.natn:e C.onmd.ttc;<a is ths ·fi;r-st r;.rt!;'lp 1lCi•'<'<i1;~s thl:!t.entl. India's 
altax·e of' tha f;ldtitin1.Stl's.tiva o:3:pmi£anJ ot tll.G ao.mu1ittea, J:t is 
statsd• baa ~e;ext EJ!•rtiiu,€.tad ~t tQ,'('OO pti:l!.ntlGuin but .it$ quota 
for the first.· ro1.;ll:teen months -(Septe~tie7.' 194.3 t'o J)eo6m'ber 1944) 
wilJ. •be orilt ~1,176 ~ · · · · 

. . Ai'l · unoi•fic:i.al notn. Qn th11.1 . al\b~aot :I:B(illt~(l, bit tiLe ... 
Principal :tntorlM.tt:l.o.n. ·o:t.•tioel' ;.of' trhe Gove:L"{W.terrt of .Ind~a ... 
comm<.H}te o.n· J:nditr's oonnoet1m1: \'l.;th ~11.1.~ Collililtttae ~u follows: .. 

•n::trtali>l' .vreeeut. ar,.'al){!;a~~nta • the .wol~ll Q1'.~ 
tb.e ox;gdtize~t:lon· :Ln.tll~. oan.~ .ut:· ·:tiid!rt.tii'tac1is 
·o.nly,l'efuse~s t'rom the .• .B~lk~ns, Rusda. and · 
'fiu.'key. · . tin til ilhe aaops ot tll~ · GownhtM 1 1'.1 
oper!•'Ciot~. is 0X'tend,ed to a;rea$ f:i:f.)lll wliioh :there·. . 

... has .been. a. aubf,ltanili(!.). Jil~\>e !>:1." Ir1.di,G.1 e: .nati()n~ln; 
· it. :ta not. )?:ri:>poaad, :~b,t\t. Inr~M' ~hb'U.:td ·t:Gil,e. ant 

fu~tlwJ·: Mi4":~·1nte~fl~~ in.:iiM :Jlot.un~}i~~e.~ .. ··.·• .···. 

·c~it~~~:~xgr~itifi.tfi!···B~·~~:=~~~•.: rfJ.t~:~~l~~~~9n~-
· .. i'IJ,'e :wtdot:·~ha;J:·~:t:no~;~~ .. o:f'··~ha 1\~J;>Ill~;t:';:;O:"''':lihf1!Yrolut~ 
. ; .t.Q p.o~t~W~!~.'·:~n1\~i·~i~ti~mal.:a.~Q.~ti~io; pa~o.i)ra~,ru~ti.o~ . 

. · ... ····• ·.:;._.·I;Y~~i~~~;~t~~~~~~~1?~~~;t,~~·~,r~· :~tf<.!t.~~~.~··'~~t'~h· ... 7?;,;:~.:.~ :: . .. . ··.· .. -... : .. _•····).,J 

,,._.. ·:::· · ;, ... _ ·.-;.:::-'(< ... /: ~tr ;:-.-, ~,_':'"(:<; . ·.·~- ,,. .. ·· ... ='_:~.\:··._: .• _>.:~·-.'~·:.:~~:·:·... .··~-.~·:·.-·-.·~:. ')',,:·~::: 1· •. ::o--

il_' ':[;;,,,S:l~;["l~,~,;~~]l~;J;J:;, ~'ili\~4!2~~i,:;~~~s)i'!sg~il!i,~,~~'f&~~,t£i[,:\i~,,\.~]~: 
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In tlii s connec-tion ref Jrence is made to the Dethlrtm.ent' s 
oiroular e.irgram of .rai1UG.l726, 7 p.m.~ with r<Hl!Jeot to the 
executive order of:' tile 7-'re3L<.mt ot Janu&ry 22, 1944, _ re~;-1rding 
the ·astalJlirih~lc.mt of' a .al' :w~f'l.!.fi.}~~ :ao~1·ci 'to 'c.-,;ce all ;Jeasures 
poasi 'ole to .J•escuf: Je-.v:i.sh ~nd oijhaj,• persecuted niao:ri tias 
who are in iunin-En•ij ·i,_m~:'-'l' ol' :1eatll ~t ·i;h0 hands cz~ the 

-enemy, Cn I>'ob:r.u;,ry 21, 194h, ·t;he :.;i3sion wade iu;uiry as 
·to the lWt:l.on c\nd intt:n·t.ions o1' the GOV;s;:·rvLeilt o1' :tndia with 
respect to aiti to a;wh l'efuceas. ;, 7.'epl~r 1l•1S not ba'Ein 
recdved and ft>.r.thel' inquiry is bein~; !:lad!l, _;r:r.ol!< ~he 
sta talli.e:at qtwted <'·bo\Te 1 howeve-r, it :1:ppsars tllut the (;overn­
.n.en1i ot India iat:cnd.~ ·:;o 11lui~ its aaa:tsua..noe in this respect 
t.o the Jiaym<;n·t of :tndh~' s allare -ot t·he ao~uiniat:r&.t1 ve 
e::txmae s of the In·ter-Gov ,orw:emt.:tl He lief Co;n;ni ttee, 

3Thi/sa 

0-scr.e;o n • .<-Ierrell 
Gc ora ·t, :.l.!' .7 in Oluu: ge 

Co:)ie,; to: :lm.e:rican Consul General, C<tlcmtttii. 
.i.me:l'ican Cot;t_sul, :3ombay-
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PROU 

Calcutta• 
~_) 

0atod February 23, 1944, 

Roc 1d 

~ocrotm•y of :1teto, 

··:nshingt on. 

Hoforonc0: Do;)(>rtmont 1 s circular a:trcrrun of J nnunry 26 • 
1944, 7 p.m. (rocoivocl by mall frOI:l i.dssion at H0r1 Delhi'), 
conCGl'nlng tho imnodiato roscuo end roli0f of th0 Jmm of 
J<.ltrope nnd other victims of enemy .Jcrsocution, 

'l'horo o.ro no dostltuto Jews Ol' otllor porsocutod mnorl­
tios fror.J .l!.Uropo asylunocl this c onsulo.r tlis'la•ict. 

I 

r,ucst ions concornlnc on try of such ~:;f".t' l'ofttt_;oes fnlls 
within jtu•isclictian of IncJ.inn Govornr:ront at horr Dolhi r.nd 
.Provincial Govorm10nts of this consular clist!'ict would 
undoubt odly coo;:JOl't~t o i\tlly Yiit h Incl:i nn G·nvornnont policy 
(prosU!"'ably covorod .cby i.dss5. orr1 D report), . 

'fb:.ts consular di!:'t1'ict ·enc1 ;)crt:lcularly Province o:f 
BonanlVnot eono:tdol'<X1 _;;ndtablo location for' rorugoo!l.,.fi'Ol'! 
Europe bocnuso of fcrlino of 1943, lto nftor•mnth of opiclor.1ics 

·of contngioua nncl lnf'octious cHsousos such lis smallpox~ 
cholora and r.:!Ularia; and tho yosdbility of· similc.r· situa­
tion cluring 1944. 

PATTON 

Cop1oe to: Mission, Now Dolll1. 
Amoricnn llinbnsay, Landon. 

------ - -------



J!,IIRAPBR.ASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROMz Secretary of State, Washington 
I 

TO: American Mission, New Delhi 

DATEDs February 12, 1944, 5 p.m. 

NUMBER: 110 -It is felt by FEA and the Department that with respect 

< ' ' to the Indian requirements of drugs and medical supplies 

the Mission should undertake the following course of 

action. 

1. It should inform the Government of Indi~ that 

this Government will make available desired medicinals 

for cash purchase in so far as possible. 

2. There should be submitted ttrWashington as soon 

as possible a comprehensive list of r~quired drugs and 

lllliJdioal supplies, by type-and amount. 

-·- 3. The authorities of Iild1a should be requested to 

arrange with ~ndon the necessary clearances for importa-

tion of medicinals. 
4, Representation should be made to the Indian 

Government that since this contemplated supply of ~ 

is considered by the Department as an emergency measure, 

assurance is desil'ed that normal trade outlets of American ..-< 

firms will be given an equitable opportunity to oarrv 
em. ea1iabllshe4 trade in so tar as possible at this time 

~ in the tuture. DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept, Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 3 1972 '5o Gomplaints 
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5. Complaints of American drug firms' agents in 

India s..hould be brought to the Indian Government 1 s atten­

tion in the Mission's discretion. 

The Mission is confidentially informed that WSA has 

advised the Department that shortage of shipping should 

not be considered an obstacle, since shipping can be made 

available. 

Foregoing message was repeated as the Department's 

no. 1089 to London. 

STETTINIDS 
Acting _ . .-


