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OFFICR OF THR PERRGHAT, BEPRRAERTARIVA
OF THE PERSIIRES OF THE URIFAD ERAFES

i How Dalhi, IRdla
Ho. 438 . April 10, 1544

Bobjeoty Daolarstics of Polioy by ths Goveramens of
India Gimilar to Thot Made by She President
-of $hs Unibed Btates Regardiug the Roscus
and Bslief of Europsen Rsfugscs

The Honoradle
Phe Searetary of Stats,
¥ashingdon, D, G,

girt !

I heve the honor o pofer %o $he Departasnt’s
Oirsular Aipgram of Februnry 29, 1044 and %o my
dsepasoh Fo. 404 of Maran 80, 1944 on Shs subjaos
Sisoommodation in Indls of Var BEafugses and Poliey
of the Qovernment of Imdia Tovard Forther Imitgrations
of Such Bafugaee". : -

While tho Migeion soes no objeschion to addrossing
the Government of Indis ogain, in the semsa of para. -
eraphs thres and four of the eirdular airgran under
rafsrence, 1t ballaves that 1t shounld 2% suggest Yo
the Gsvernmant of Indis the Sasusnss b7 thas Government
of & daoloyation of policy similer o thnt mdis by the
President of ths United Sistes withons agking the
Jopartment whether suoh & -suggestion would be timely in
viev of the stasement of poliay sonteined im the

' Goveramonb of India’s lotter e the Hisnlon dnted
" Maroh.28, 1944, & ecoyy of whlch was transmitied vith xy

despatoh %o. 404 above monttoned. IS will e rocalled
that the Goverament of Inaia staded in thas. lettor that
India’s refuges prodlea is prodably greater dthah shas of
Any ether allied or mautral ccuntry snd $had, 4n thy
1ight of the pyesent food ard agoomsodation prodlesis and

the genoral esonomio eituetion im India, 44 dons pot
feal that 15 1a 1n a position to agospt mre refugess
from olnamrg. i

=

I8 socurs 4o the litsston, howsver, that a commamicatios

- might be addresssd ¥o $he Government of India referring to
e statoment in 1ts letter of Karch 38 shat U8hore is the
- Possibility of & furthor 11ability for 6,000 additional

Poles,® and tnquiring viethsr, 4n case the ‘adiiity for

8,000 Poles dooa nod saterialise, the. Governmens of India

vould be prepared $0 socommednte o similay mumber of other

lu'um refugesn. .

ng . Despeshflly yours,

X1 - i B - .

oy L Goorgo R, Vorreld
T s heoretisxy dn Garge

. o




OFFICE OF THx PERSONAL KETRES:MNTATIVE
OF THE PRESJIDENT OF T UNITED STATES

New Delhi -

March 30, 1944

No. 4047;/

3ubject: Accommodation in India of Yar Refugees and
Policy of the Govermment of India tovard
~ further Immigration of such Refugees.,

The Honorable
The 3ecretary of S5
Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to refer to thre Department's
circular airgram of Janvary 26, 1944, 7 p.n., 'in
regard to the intention of the United 3tates Govern--
ment to take &ll measures within its power to rescue

- Jewish-und . .other persecuted minorities vho are in
1mminen1 danger of death at the handg of fi:€ enemy.

&1th particular reference to The instructions contained

in paragraph 4 of the airgram under reference, zn officer
of the lission took up thls matter with an off'cer of the
Fxternal Affairs Department . of the Govermment of India on 3
February 21, 1944 and, in confirmation of that conversation, g
sent an aide memoire of the same”~date, copy of which is
attached. On March 22, my note No. 60, copy of which is
attached, was sent to the Txternal Affdirs Department

stressing the desire of the United States Government to
recelve a reply as soon as possible.

The renly of the Government of India has now been
received, a copy of which +ogeﬂwer with its enclosure is
attached, The enclosure gives the numbers of refugees of
each nationality which have been given haven in India.

The approximately 500,000 persons of Pritish and British
protected- naflonallty were evacuated prineipally from the
British colonies in South Fast Asla and from China., Apart
from these, war refugees accommodated in India consist of
3552 Poles and & scattering of Furopeans of varieus nation-
- alities. Clarifying a statement in paragraph one of its
letter that "there is the possibllity of a further -lia-
bility of 8000 additional Pgles," the External. Affairs
Department states that the Sovernment of India has ‘been
advised that 1t'may be asked to accommodate such a number
"but- that there is nothing deéfinite about it as yet.
. . ¢
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In the second baragraph of its letter the'GOVGrnment
of India states that "India's refugee problem is Probably

utmost goodwill they are not in a position to accept
more refugees from elsewhere." As used here, "elsewhers"
refers particularly to Europe; the Govermment of Indis
anticipates that "the advance of Allled armies into
Burma may well result in an inoreased flow of refugees
from Buma into India."

P ) I ‘Respeotfully yours,

, -
H

! C e j\_ i’f' 7 P
' Odorge” R, Migwpsri i ¢
Secretary in Charge

711.5
JP5/1¥k
. ¢/ Enclosures: pore Y
k¥ « 1, Copy of 4Aide Yemoire Feb., 21, 1944 ) - )
2, Copy of Note No. 60 Mar., 22, 1044 ’ : R
. 3. OCopy of letter from External Affairs , N
- DBepartment Mar. 28, 1944 : : )




Enclosure No. 1 to-:despateh No. 404

; Gated Mar¥oh 30, 1944,( %1 the subject -

- - ST -7 *Accommodation in Ti T War Refugees and — — Tt T

RO . : .. Policy of the Govermment of “India toward

- ’ . further lmmigration of such refugees, ™ from
George R. Merrell, Secretary in Charge, -

American Mission, New”Delhi, India, - '

AIDE-MEMOIHE

There 1s enclosed a copy of an executive order ;
1ssued by the Presidehtwg} the United-3tates on January
22, 1944, regarding the establishment of a War Refugee
Board to effectuate thérUnited States Government's
, intention to take all measures within its power to rescue
Jewlsh and other persecuted minorities who are in inminent -
danger of death at the hands of the enemy.

In this connection, information as to¢the approximate
number of refugees of the several races and netionalities
which have been given haven in India woulﬂ be appreciated._' o /

It would also be hélpfui to know'totﬁhat extent such

refugees have recently immig.i'a-te‘d to India or have been - +
accommodated in India while en route elsewhers.  An ex- T .
pression of the Govgrnment'of,lndia's attitude toward 7
immigration int§ India of such refugees, and an indica;
tion to what extent the Govermment of Indla would be able_v
to cooperate in en effort to”Fescue these persecuted

-

minorities would be most walcome.

- New Delhi,
February 21, 1944

# ot




"Accommodation in India of War Refugees
and Policy of the Govermment of India
toward further immigration of such
refugees,"” from Georgs R. Merrell, Seore-
tary 1n Charge, American Mission, New
Delhi, India. ’ -
New Delhi

No. 60 March 22, 1944
The Seeretary to the Govermment of Indla

in.the External Affairs Department:

New Delhi.

I have the honor fo refer to the Missjon's aide-
‘memoire dated February 21, 1944 and initialled "J,P.S."
which confirmed a conversation between Mr, Speer of the
Mission and Captain Fry of the EXternal Affairs Department .
regarding the extent té which Jeﬁisﬁ éndnother persecuﬁéd
minorities have been given hévén in India. An exbrassién
of the Government of India's att;tude toward immigration
into India of such refugees and an indication to what:
extent the Governmént ofAIndia wquld be ablerto_céoﬁerate

in an effort to -rescue these persecuted minorities were
~~

also requested.

In as much as m&_government is most anxious to have
the benefit of the information above described, I should
greatly qurecfate an Indication as to when the Mission
mey expect to receive a reply to the questions’ra}sed
in the aide-memoire ﬁnder refefepée. ; . h

I have the honor to be, Sir, N

Your obedient servant,- . -

L % George R_. Merrell il
Secretary in Charge




R BV Enciosuré'No}%§é§b despatch No.* 404 . - - m
- : - . %—v%&ateﬁéamhﬂq 44 on the subtect —
A L. b ’ "Accommodation in India of War Refugees .
o ) ) ) and Polley of the Government of India ¥
R toward further immigration of such
refugees,” from Georgée R. Merrell,
) ‘Secmetary in Charge, American ¥ission,
o . New%elhi, India, .

No. 29-W/44 -

From ) =
The Seoretary to the Govermment of India in the
Fxternal Affairs Department,

To
The Secretary in charge of the office of the
Personal Representative of the President of
the United States of America to India
- New Delhi. -

I

Dated New Delhi, the 28th March 1944.

Subject: Refugées in India.

- N ‘I am directed to refer to your letter No. 60, dated ) -
- - the 22nd March 1944, and to enclose a- statement showing - . B
the epproximate number of refugees, with their nationali-
ties, -who have been given refuge in India since the out- -
break of hostilities. In addition there. is the possibility
of a further liability for 8,000 additional Poles, while
e the advance of the Allied armies into Buma may well result .
o in a renewed flow of refugees from Burma into India. ol

2. India's refugee problem is probably greater than thet
of any other allied or neutral country, and in the light of
the present food and accommodation Pfoblems and the general

- eoonomic situation in this country, the Govermment of.Indla
feel that, despite the utmost goodwill, they.are nof in a
position to accept more refugees from elsewhere,"

e I have the honour to be;
: . Sir, :
Your most obedient servant,
"'8. Hasan _
for Secretary to the Government of India -

.
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STA., [ENT SUOWING THE APPROXIMA %
NUMBER AND NATTIONWALITY OF REFUGEES_ WHO . .
HAVE BEEN GIVEN REFUGE IN INDIA SINCE - Co- ¥
THE OUTBRﬁéK‘gE,THE PRESENT HOSTILITIES:.

R

Natiomality & 7+~ - oo - : Number !

British or British protected ' 506,991
Danish 7 ' = 20
Dutch - - 45
Polish - 3,552
Hungarian ’ 5
Czech : 33
' Russian ’ ’ 24
American - - 95
Portuguese
French
Latvian
3panish
Yugoslav
Austrian

Japanese (British by marriage) SR

[ ‘H' S TR O % [

iebanese
Swiss .- B ' 18
Norwegian L - . 5
Greek 8.
5 ~ Swedish 8
o German Jew 3
German (British by marriage) 2
Finn : . 3
Philipino 7, ' 5
Italien (British naturalié;d) 1
- 2
4

German

Total 510,87
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ol BEPRGARNDITVE
oF SL'HE- zar_@:.,mam o TﬁL UNTEED STAqRS s

§

. 7 e
L . Hew Belhi; Iudia -
No.”39§ R e Maxgh 23, 194

T Bubject: 3ﬁdpexn@ Pinanee. Commitise of the Indian
Legleslative sAssenbly 5gpr0ves Payment of-
- Tadlan Guoba for Inter>fovernaeatel Relisf
Gommitbea. -

The Honsrable .
' " The Bucratery of Utate,
&ashiugyuu.
“Bir: !
T have the ruacr to regﬂrt that en Hareh 18, l?kh, the
&nﬁlng ¥lusnes Commlthosn of the Indisn Legislative Afsenbly,
uﬂuep the cha;vmanshig of the Pinence lembsr s the Viaercy’s
Prepuyvive Council (Siz Joremy RAISHAN), approved s proposal - R
to pay Indlu's conteivntion Sowards the adm;ﬁisurative L Co
expenséd. of - the Inter<dovermasntal Relld? Genvidttes whioh
was set up v 1939,  The invitstion %o indis to booone a
¢ | Hegbor-Covernsént haa been asaepbed subleed to ‘mpproval hy .
“the Leglelative Asgemoly. The approvakfby the Standing -
| Finshee Gomwmittes is the fipst stap t&w&rds thas snd. India's
-shave of the sdulndstrative expanses o the Comiities, 4% is
atated, has been esblmated at 2,700 poy wusun but ite quots
Toy the first mixtoen mouths {%eptsmba?'19kj o Deuamber 1944)
wili- be onky £1, l?b. ) )

C . Anunofficial note, ou the aubjenﬁ 43ﬁuaa by the
Princionl Inforastlon (£Pioey -of the Joveinhant of *ndia [
ecmmeute on Indiats oonuanﬁion uith thﬂ COmmittse R fallows‘

) anger presmzt avraugamﬁnﬁs. the work ot
. the orgafization i the eapd of lidia affects
o 'only'ﬂefuguas Teon tne,ﬁalhaua, Yusgla-uad - -
o T - furkey, - Until-the goops of the Gommitbeets .
- et uvaperution is oxtended 146 - areas fton- wnioh Gheve,
: T : suoatanbia of Trdia!
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‘In this connsebion refurence 18 made to the Department's .

oiroular alrgram of Janusry26, 7 p.m.- with respeet bo the
aexegutive order o the Fresiisut of January 22, 1944, regurding
~the ®atablishment of & ar Refuzes Sogrd Lo take wll heasures
posslble to reseue Jewish zné other persecuted sinopities

who are in im 5 iAng of death 2t the ands o the

-eneny. . On Fedrusey 21, 1944, the Lission wade inguiry as

to the actleon and inteations of the Sovernuent of India with :
respect o ald to sueh refugees. & reply hag not Been -

reozived and further inqulpy is belng madsa, irom the

gtatemeant quuted abvove, howsver, it appesrs that the CGovern-~

sent of Indis iatinds bo 1iwile its assistance in this respect

o the payment of Indla's shave of fhe uaministrative

exvensss of the Inter-Govarnrentasl Relief Conamities,

ileepsecbfully yours,

Gecrgn R ilerrell
Zeoratary in Charge
.
8L8

Covies %to: americsn Consul Senersl, Caloubts
smerlcan Qopsul, Zombay

{?c Department in originel and hestogragh] -

—_—F — .

)




ATRGRAL ' Sl e

. FROM P

j; Calcutta“ "
Lated Fobruary 25, 1944.

Rec'd /ML

D

Seeretary of Stete,

Teshington,

A=-26, February 25, 9 a.m.
>

Reforonca: Denertment's circular alrgram of Jenuary 26, -
1944, 7 pom. (rocoived by mall from idssion at How Delhi),
concerning the irmmediats rescuo and rolief of tho Jows of
Huropo and othor victims of onomy sersecution.

Thoro are no dastituto Jowa or othor peraccutod minori-

tles from murope esyluod this consular district.
1

toetlons concornilng entry of such ver rofugeces falla
within jurisdiction of Indian Sovermmoent st Low Dolid and
Provinclal Governmonts of this consular Alstrict womld ¥
mdoubtedly coonerete fully with Indisn Gévornment policy
(progumably covorod by hkissiom's report). .

This consular dictrict -and pérticularly Provinco of
Bonpgadnot eonsilderoed suitablo location for rafugeos”roan
Iurope becauso of femine of 1643, 1ts aftormath of onldomlcs
‘of contaglous and infeetious dizcases such as smallpox, .

= cholora ond malaria; and tho poseibility of simller situa- N
tlon during 1944, . )

-

PATTON

711,5
SIF/dmt

Coplos to: Illsglon, How Delhi,
Amorican Imbassy, London.

</




HR OF TELFGRAM SE

TROM: Seeretary of State, Washington
TO: Americanl Mission, New Delhl
DATEDs February 12, 1944, 5 p.m.
NUMBERs 110

X

It ie felt by FEA and the Department that with respect

to the Indian'requirements 6f drugs and medical’ supplies

the Mission should undertake the following course of

action, 7 .
1. Tt should inform the Government of India that

this Government will make available desired medicinals

for cssh purchase in so far as possible,
2, There should be submitted t¢"Washington as soon

as possible a comprehensive 1ist of required drugs and

medical supplies, by type and amount,

_. 3. The authorities of India should be requested to
arrange with London the necessary clearances for importsa=-
tion of medicinals, ‘

4, Representation should be made to the Indien
Government that since trlis contemplated supply of drugs
1 considered by the Department as an emergency measure,
assupance i desired that normal trade outlets of American
firms will be given an equitable opportunity to oarry
on established trade in so far as possible at this time
and in the future. DECLASSIFIED

Stete Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By B. H. Parks Date SEP 13 1972 5‘ Gomplaints

i
|
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5+ Compleints of American drug firme' agents in
India should be brought to the Indlan Government's atten-
tion in the Mission's diseretion,

The Mission is eonfidentially informed that WSA has
advised the Department that shortage of shipping should
not be considered an obstacle, sinse shipping can bermade
aveilable, : :

Foregoling mesaage was repeated as the Department's
no, 1089 te London,

Ty

STETTINIUS
Acting Ees




