


MEMORANDUM

s f /
Ret Jewish Refugees in the Netherlands

Mr, McCormick of the Red Cross recently indicated that the Red Cross has
from time to time received cables from individuals in the Netherlands dirscted
to individuals in the United States, Apperently the senders of the cables
have been Jewish refugees and thelr messages have requested that their friends
in the United States use sll efforts to have their nemes placed on an axchange
ligt and be given entry permite for Palestine, Some of the documents shown
to us by McCormick indicate thet the matter hag been taken up by persons
receiving such messages with the British Embassy in Washington, In one case
the British advised the person meking the inquiry that there was an arrange-
ment whereby Palestine entry permite were granted to persons in sccupied
countries, The British stated that this matter was being handled for them
by the Swigs,

-
I ppoke with both Mr, Leavitt and Mr. Bergson regarding this matter with
a view to getting such information as would enable ug to perhaps take up the
metter on an over-all basis with the British, .

Mr, Bergson was not acquainied with this particular mabter and seemed to
feel that it was of relatively slight importance, He reforred to his present
effort to get the British to grant large scale allotments of Palestine permits,
indicating that in his opinion this was much more important, He agreed,
however, to give me any information he could gét regarding this particular
problem, : -

Mr, Leavitt wac acquainted with .the matter and gave me the folloving
informationt

1. - About a year =zo the British, through the Swise, made an effort to
"get word to Jewlsh refugees in occcupied countries that if they escaped to
Switzerland they would be given entry permits to Palestine., At that time
a snall 1ist was made up, principally consisting of certain important people
known .o be in the Netherlands and other occupied countries, The basls for
this actlon was the indication at that time that the Germans were not
deporting from camps Jewlish refugees known to have permigsion to enter
Palegtine, The Germans were apparently doing this on the theory that they
might wish to oxchange-such persons for Germans interned in Palestine,

2, The private organization principally interested in this matter has
been the Jewish agency in Palestine, Various private orgenizations in the
United States, including the J,0,0,, have from time to time recelved requests
that certain persons be added to the list and have taken the necessary steps to
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have this action carried out, The list, however, still remaing very small,

3. The most racent information that Leavitt has seemed to indicate that
this procedure ig apparently no longer completely effective for preventing
deportations, since, according to Leavitt, they have received word of the
deportation of certain People known to be on the 1lig and to whom Palestine
entry permits are available, ’
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JAN 8 1925

My dear Mr, Ambassador: 7

I wish to acimowledge and thank you for your
leﬁer of December 27, 1944, (No. 8702) expressing the - e
appreciation of the Netherlands Government for ‘the work '
the War Refugee Board ie doing in the interest of Nether-

lende nationals in Germany.

Very truly-yours,

(Blanad) 3, W, Penze

J. W, Pehle
Exegutive Direotor

His Exoellenoy,
The Netherlands Ambaspsdor,
: . Netherlends Embassy, R
. : Washington, 9, D. C. o

N\

W lmmuoﬁsom 1/6/45 d/
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NETHERLANDS EMBASSY
WASHINGTON 9, D. C.

No, 8702 ) December 27, 1944,

Dear Mr. Pehle:-

Through the courtesy of the War Refuges
Board I have been able to keep my Government in-
formgd concerning the various activities on behalf
of Jewish Netherlanders undertaken by the United
States Government through the War Refugee Board,

I was particularly gratified to be able to
inform my Government that thanks to your continuous ’ ’
efforts, it has finally become possible to send -
food relief parcels to persons in concentration
camps of which already 2,800 have been delivered to .
Netherlands citizens, My Government has requested T
me to express 1lts sincere appreciation for the
valuable work which the War Refugee Board is doing
for Netherlands nationals in Germany.
The Netherlands Government has taken cognizance
of the expenditures made on bshalf of Netherlands
citizens by your organization and will be glad to
contribute to this work as much as 1t is able to do
8%, -

: - . -, Yours very truly, ’ .
’ %f;br the Ambassador .

N s
Minister Plenipotentiary

Mr., J.W. Pehle : ‘ :
Acting Executive Director
Executlve Office of the President
War Refugee Board

Washington 25, DC




The information contained in the attached informs)l - -
lotter received from H, N. Boon of the Netherlands Bebassy
has been discussed with the JDC and the Vaad Hahatgala -
Emergency Cozmittes. Neither organisation is involved
inaplanmdxasmtutrorthinthehtm. : -

P. Hodel

R

T r——
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NETHERLANDS EMBASSY
WASHINGTON g, D. C,

No.

8700 . December 22, 1944,

Dear Miss Hodell:-

l i . T
{ The "Joint", the World Jewish Congress ang the
Waad Hatsa%ah are planning an exchange of 150,000 Jews
against %3

have given.
I trust that you will consider the above

information which reached me from a private source ag
entirely unofficial ang that you will not use my name

Sincerely yours, ) ~
>

H,N, Boon

Miss F. Hodell
Special Assistant to the Director

- War R
Main

efugee Board
Treasury Blag,

Washington, DC

o]
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neur the Jolherlands Govorire: b

ouu,'/ Leroh B, 194

T subjeety cresent porFition of”
wetherlunds vietins
of Juzi pcersecution
and suggestions’ for
action to fucilitute
rescue,

P ' The Fonorunle 3.
: The Lascratary of “t.te,
Lashington.

i

; ) S ) . T

f ) neferring to $le Depurinenits Instruction .o. o34y

| dunuury 28, 8 pun., regurding the estab%}shment of the N
nul elugee Boerd rad e genersl poiicy’ {n the rresidentts 7
txecvtive (rder of Jundary 22 ss 6 wcblon ior the rescue
and rellef of thu Jews 6f surois and other victlims of
ensiny persescullon, and referring ilse to oup tolegsran
Heo 34, Sollsh Serlesy of rureh 1 swErlzing resuiits of oo
conversations with of fielnls of the Govermments to wirleh
this wbussy fs uocredited, I huve the honor to report
the asibstunce of 4 conversation with Dr. "y, duvnder, wio
iv ilend of tie surewu cf ost-hal iToblens in.the
Hetlheriunds o inletry of Forei n LATelrs wad Who wes one

- -ofthe Hetberlunds representetives.on the Yeohniead
s@visory Conait on Diaplaced. Dersons ol the Interallled
Committee on. iost-Lar néguira.ents.’ - : -

.- Dr. Tiuender asaid thet the Lutoh sutboritles acneerned”

with probleng of .refugesr und éispluced persons vwerd.in

agreenent with the polley of the rresidont’s mxeoubive T

Order aud would be glad to Bupvort any uction whioh might S

L be initiated Dy tne’%ar.nufugee>nuurd, - Heindicated sone i .

i - concern e toipossible durlicntion of wotivities in the - .

refugee Tield by the variceva national andinternationsl’ v : o1

orgunizetics ‘&ekod thut this be regurded. as. an’ "off: : :

Lo p piof oplnich. “le vept.on to° obgerve’ o0

that. pe.of  duplication.of elfort vag: L :
oh oud bt
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rrevognized us < uch, stlil iert in jiollarnd, The rensaining
340,300 huve just drosped out of sight. fone Lay Leve
found rofuce in srance or yrufe thels 1 ay through to
Switzerlono, Lul iort of then ure Probably etill Living
in -ollaud in concealuent witid ihe help of the iioieJdewisl.
populition. -

o uite @ punber of CL.gineers uwid otier people with
gpeciul  uslirlestions L.ove vecaped to Lwitzerlund i here
Liey Ve Leall Vell trested i v An @ grest any Cavay,
given enplogynent. Lueprever Dutel natlonuls succeced 1
cetehing neulral or .iliec courteler, Dr. .ucnéer suutles,
afleuate wanlstunce is previded for them by tne Duten
Gmmmmmt:(dmmhm,fwd,Mwhmham}mmwtmmwm
wiere possible transfer to pluces vhere Lley cun join ihe
erisd foress of the .etherlgnds GCovernnoent ig arrangoed;
and -in some cases refigees ¥ho sre not £it for nilitary
8ervice ure euabled to go te the buten vest Indies,

Lila e wticular reference to Jev lsl vieting, br.
fdender sale that tiose Jews o vollend v hed boen pro-
vided with = "lalestine Certific..to" are v o reletively
Pellor position vias obher Jdiws, since the povsession or-
such. « certificute nuy sssict &he nolder to wvoid being,
gent to « concunlrat icn caiip.  He thought therefore thiat
It vould be . helyful ir i ware ressible to provide more
of liess certificates, Lifewise, it would zssist in
keening =one Jews out of' Lhe concentrution camps 1T f ore
bussporis to. douth .cumerican countries could be provided,

Dr.. ijuender raised the gquestion as to whether tiere
wight not- be sone i:eans - of providdng mors air trunsport
frow certaln peutral cduhtrius,‘ﬁurtéoularly Lwedén, v
thought that if neople iu Holland, wio ure in denger,
krew that on escune to lweden or fvdtzerland they would
be uble to ¢o on Trow these countries and join rore
actively 11 the wer effort, 1ore of them wight wvndeuvor
te cseape, R - : :

biseusning the juestion as te whetlier wny instaucos
were koown wilere Tofugees L.ve been turied buek ut the .
borders of neutrul oountrilas, Dr, liuender seld that sone
instances wers known to the Buteh authiorities, rov
%Mmm;Smm&Mmm,bm;Mer:wMJmméwfdmLMt
neutral countrles; willc they Lwve not avtively encoursged
oscape ucrosg their borders; hevo not put why special

" ST

qbstacles in the way, ) X -

Respectrully yours,

. RUdolr &y Se.oonfeld
Ubﬂ‘l‘gé C%":Li’-}.‘g;i:l’éﬂ “d-intorin

o
W




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

: /

Re: Jewish Refugees in Dutch Concentration
Camps Possessing Palestinian Permits and
Rumor Concerning Exchange.of Dutch Jews
for German Internees.

(Information taken from the censorship
files of the Visa Division in the State
Department )

- - . - :L;"i i

B )
CwWoG Naasf,, 0 © ¢

3

;
b,

February 2L, 1ol

The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs of

New York City cabled the Jewish Agendy in Palestine on October 12, ' R BN
1943 that a report in the ‘New York Times indicated that the German K

Government is prepared to release a number of Dutch Jews for immi-
gration into Palestine in exchange for German internees. The
Committee requested informati

No«NYC 122,010-B).

~Rmnigration,

: . A reply dated dated November 11, 1943 from Gerard Riegner
@ to Leon Kubowitzki Arifh Tartakower (NYC 237069-B) states thab of.

. the remaining Dutch -Jews in the “Westerbach, contentration .camp,;900
have been exempted from deportation beoause-they.:are in possession
of numbered.Palestinian immigration certificates.. At the request
of “the Jewish Agency a list of ‘these prospedtive Ammigrants was
transmitted by the British Government 0 'the; German Government, which

. is'kreating the -Jews on this List as »candidates;ﬁgr,eventual :

- In reply to the speclific.question relating to the. ored..

- exchange <6f Netherland Jews for German internees, Riegner: ites

& . ~that ot present: i3 % no such ‘negotiations -taking placé one:reason- .
. “béing lack of German :subjects “for ;exchange i . N

on concerning this report (Station
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February 23, 1944
/
Ex/change of Internees (iaterial
obtained from file in Visa Divi~
sion, State Department)

/ P
1. Dutch-German Exchange

1. Congressman Sol Bloom sent a newspaper clipping to
Long on November 24, 1943, which reported that the Hebrew Shelter
and Aid Society had received information that the Germans proposed . ) L E
to release a number of Duich Jews for immigration to Palestine in ' ’ Bl
exchange for a corresponding number of Germans now interned in Lo .
Palestine. This information was eupposed to0 have been received
from relatives in Spain, Switzerland, and Portugal. The report
stated that the German offer had beon conveyed to the Jewish
Agency in Palestiine with a request to suggest the names of refugeses

1

who would be included in the exchange lis'b. Lo

. 2+ On- November 24, Long wrote to Bloom that this Govermment-
o~ was asking the British Government about the proﬁ'ﬁs&l.

3¢ A letter of November 26, from \’l. Ge Hayter, of the British
Embassy, to Brandt siates that the foreign offi¢e has heard that there
is a Palestinian--German exchange scheme whioch: involves repabtriation
of Padlestinian residents now in occupied Europs and Nazi Germans now
_in Palestine, by arrangement with the Swiss Government. Hayter etated
. that he was wiring the foreign office for details, '

& ’ " 4, On January 11, 1944, Hayter reported ‘thet London he.icihted
: that the above newspaper rumour was a distorted vergion o cheme to S
exchange Dutch Jews in Holland for German nationsls under Duteh control.
Thie plan proved to be impossible begauge the Dutoh ‘wis
Gormans under ‘bheir oontrol for other exchange pu

lands Government ie & propoeed t :
against.an equal number: of Gef ‘npbionals. a:b'present «nder the oontrol' :
. - of the Notherlande Gevemmen :(copy of “the Dutch Ambaaeador ‘s hotie is . s |

- A : attached: hereto.) ' . - i i

y
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1l. Exchange of Polish Rabbis in Shanghai

On October 4, 1943, a conference was held between Rabbi
Goldman, Rabbi Kalmanowitz, and kr, Tress, of Agudath Youth

PRTEES
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The Netherlands Ambassador presents hisreompllg =
ments to the Honorable the Secretary of 8gate -and, re-
) -~
ferring to Mr. Hull's nofe of January 24, has the honor

to inform Mr, Hullrthat no official information is avall-

able concerning the purported exchange of Jg;s in the .

ey e

/ / : 4 .
Netherlands for German nationals now in Palestine,

e

£

According to information received from the “World

YE e
PARad Lo

Jewlish Congress", asveral llats of names of Jews, who were

2
S
/

qualifying for allocation certificates for entry into Pa-

LS

[ I

lestine, have been communicated to the'Gé;;an govevnment,‘
with a vliew to prevent the deportation orvtheae individu-

ale into Germany.

5 7’ The only exohénge of Netherlands Jews against Ger-

man nationals, which 1i envigaged at present by the Nether-
lands Qovernment, 1s a proposed exchange of four Jews in

the Netherlands, who were in the poesession of Palestine : !
} iunlgrat;on gertificates, isasued before May 10, 1940,

against an equal number of German'natlonala, at present

5,

internsd and
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interned and under the control of the Netherlands Govern~

ment,

LShould further information concerning the pos-

5

81bility of exchange for Netherlands Jews become avail-
able, the Netherlands Ambassador will lmmediately in-

form the Secretary of State thereof.

Waghington, D,0,

January 27, 1944,

HNB/tvw ,
Oopled:VD:RU: BT 2/3/44




MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Y A

Official File Copy’

February 10, 19hk

Congressman Cellef called me this afternocon and stated v
that he had just been talking to Paul McCormick’ of the American

ever data was available,

me with the information.

-

p %, . ©c: Messrs, Pelile, Friedman, Stevhrt, DuBois, Bernstein and
‘ ~-Miss Hodel. e : :

Red Cross who had advised him that theoy had received word that
the Nazis”in the i\letherlands"w.?re permitting refugees in the
Hetherlands to go to Palestine under certain circumstances. He
was quite vague on the matter except that his informant at the
Red Cross had stated that he thought the information was T
authentic. Congressman Celler stated that he had attempted to- -
confirm it with Mr. Berle, who stated that they had received

the report but were highly skeptical of its authentioity; that

the State Department, however, was checking on it, o

I inquired of Congressman Celler as to whom I might dis-
cuss the matter with at the Red Cross. He stated that the man
was Paul MeCormick, Extension 136, Red Cross. I
HcCormick and he stated that he would like another twenty-four
hours to check with the International Red Cross offices as well
the Red Cross files. He felt that in that time he could furnish

- us with a more detailed story. Accordingly, it was arranged
<that he would call me tomorrow afterno

I spoke to

on to furnish mé with what~

Cand

He then stated that he was anxious to meet Mr, Pehle, that
he was handling refugee work for the American Red Cross and
thought it would be a good idea for the two of them to get to-
gether, I advised him that I was certain that could be arranged
and I would discuss it with him tomorrow at the time he furnishes

Y
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' AMERICAN RED CK_ 35 - |
INSULAR AND FOREIGN OPERATIONS

- DATE February 15 1e4 ¢4

REFERRED TO J, W, Pehle, =
Acting Executive Director,
. War Refugee Board ’

REMARks Attached pleage find a copy of
request to transmit a cable via the

International Red Cross Committes to

2 person detained at Westerbork in the
Netherlands, You will note that, the
Sender 1g an employee of the Nether-
lands Government in New York, The text
of the requested cable and the Chapter!'s
note, seem to indicate that an exchange

v - - . S 3
L/‘QZCAQ;)7252;£;°}<
Paul 7, Me rmack - -
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' 3 Internatiorial Red Cfoss Commit!ee

CABLE Geneva, Switzerland CABLE
. R CIVILIAN MESSAGE FORM
: Sender
; : / .
) Name... GROEN, WAURICE T,
. Street
. City..... §

. Citizen of
. Reluﬁonship to person sought.
Chapter. N8 ssau_Count

Message
(News of personal or family character; not more than 25 words)
"Did you receive Palestine immigration certi-
ficates arranged November, You both included -
preferential veterans 1ist for pending ex-
change, " -

Chapter Note: Addressee, Tobie Groen,is father

of sender who (sender) is employed by the

Netherlands government in Radio City,New York,

Sender has arranged for parents to be exchanged
EN with internees in Palestine and 1s anxious they

be notified they have been accepted for exchange.

'Sender assumes resronsibility for' cable charges-
and for charces of reply cables~

: " Addressee ,
/ o Identifying Data
- ;. Nome..GROEN,,.. TOBIE S ] .
= . " Address. CAMP._WESTERBORK...... .| Birthplg Paris, France
- HOQGHALEN,, DRENTE, - ggﬁh 8T

Co‘mltyHOI -I a nd ____________ reveeeaaa ciﬂlan Q‘_Né._l ] -"_é:g:—':

" Reply-on the reverse aide "Réponse au verso Antwort unuel}lg

=




