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ARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED e
FHOM: American Legation, Stoekholnm
QFK/ T0: Seeretary of State, Washington
D.TE: July 5, 1944

NUMBIR3 34:59/; - R%%"?Rg‘i kﬁ?‘{

The following message has been repeated to London
as my July 5 telegram No. 658,
It is reported thet the Stookholm refugee office of
the Norwegien Legation, the so-ocalled Ssmb and Skontoret,
has resigned in a body. N o -
The vfficial representative in Stookhol$ of the 7
Horweglan home front and hesd of refugee coffice, Ju@ge
Herald Gram,is sald to have submitted a letter to
Norweglan Minister Bull presenting his resignation frcm
post of chief ot Semb and Skonteret on June 30. The fact
that there was bad blood between Oram snd Bull had been
known to this Legation for ﬁome nonthe, At one time last

winter ‘Grem had 1n faot submitted his roaianation to

E:;Bullibut ‘the Minister hed dissuaded him from oarrying 1t .
) g:qggzc:thrﬂgh. It was when Bull aooused Grasa of iximxtins home
%é%}r@nt opinion egeinst him as a perscn/ﬁoanings that the
°tgcpﬂ#wt $rouble same to a head. July 31 4s the date when
éo Grom'd resignation, u/bouono -treottvo. Repignations have !

also beén tendered by hils entire staf¥ which i# i aympathy
with 4tm ofilefs The ability of Mintagor Bull to reorult

»mmt qualiriea to continye the work of the rotusqa
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office secms problemaeleal.

1% is an unfortunaie time for an imbroglio of this sort
since Samb and Skontoret enjoyed the confidence of the home
front and its contects in Norway were exeeptionally good.

In addition this office was source at [ of ?/ blask market
Norwegien crowns for finaneling aetivities of home front,
¥Whether or not under Minister Bull the Norwglan Legution

will be able to dissuade Gram and his followers frog their

intention of résigning or to resuseitate'refugeé office
remains to be seen. Thess threats of resignation from Gram
ghould be taken with a grain of sslt as he ia'anrold
politiolaﬁ snd particularly so since he 18 a genuine

patrict and would not wish to ssbotage his own collea gues §g
of the heme front. ' o

JOENSON
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fsar bhe Norveglon Govermmand, T

LONDON, Mareh 3, 1944.

A
Subject: Present position of aAI*ﬁU

Norwsglan vietlus of
Nazi psrescution. ‘///’/’
The Honorable

The Secratary of Stats, ) . "
Weshington, D.C. R
- &~

irg to the Department!s instruetion No. &34, 7
& p.m. ragarding the sstablishment of the ¥War
s Bosrd and ihe general policy in the Presiden’'s
tive Ordsr of gdﬂuary 22 for aection for the rescus
vellief of the Jews of Furope and other viedima of snewmy
parsscution, and referring slso to our telegram No. 2C o
Harch 1 reporting generally on conversations wlth oif1“{a s
of the Governments to which this Embassy is accreulued

have tha honor %o report below the substance of a
converagtion with Dr. Alf Seweriiny who is in-chargg.of
refugee matters in the Royal Norwegian Ministry of Social
Welfare and who mcted as Norweglan representative on the

-~Pechnieal Advisory Committee on Diasplaced Persons of-the

Interallied Committes on Poat War Requiraements.

While Dr. Seweriin indicated that the policy expressed
in the President's Executive Order had the fullest sympathy
of the Norwegian authorities, and that theso would naturally
cooperate -with the War Refugee Board in any way that might

. be possible, he said that fortunately the problems arising

in conneotion with the ascape of Nazl vietims from Norway

" were less difficult than in the case of most other enemy- -

occupied areas., By reason of the 1one frontier with

Sweden, which it 18 not possible for’ the German military

machine to oontrol adequately, persons deairing to escape =
from-Norway experience no special difficulty once they
suceeed in reaching thie frontier. The real diffioulty,
Ir. Sewariin stated, is in moving about in Norway itselif.
There is in fact a more or less steady stream of refugees

cet Chauncey, Abrahamaon, Akzin, Bernstein, Cohn, DuBois,
Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Luxford, Manu,
MeCormack, Paul, Pollak, Rains, Standish, Stewart,
H. D, White,.Pehls, Filea. ;
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passing into Sweden/, though the numbsr goes up from tims to
time whenever there 1s some new form of Nazl persecution.
The number of Norweglan refugees now in Sweden iz considered
%o be aomething less than 24,000.

The Jewlsh populstion in Norway was very small, and
practical}y all of these, about 870 in number, were deported
to Poland by the Nazis. The Norwegian Government has no
information about their fate, and Dr, Seweriin thinks it
doubtful that wany of them are still alive. As regards
any survivors, assurances have been given by the Norweglan
Government that thelr return to Norway will be facilitated
in the same way as will bs done for other Norwegian
citizens.,

Dr. Seweriin stated that there are no gpesial chstacles
apart from the measures adopted by the Nazl ragime itsalf,
winich interfere with the rescue and relisf of Nazi vietims
in Norway. The attitude of the Swedish Govarnment and of
the Swedish people generslly ie not aa cooperative as eonld
posslibly be desired. HNo such qualification of this .
statenont, as would have been nesessary; say, two years ago,
needs to be made. HRefugees now experience no mord
difficulty so far as official regulations are concerned in
erossing the Bwedish frontier than they do in entering the
only other areas to which Norwegiane attempt to esocape,
numely the United Kingdom mainland and the ialands of the
Yaroes,: Shetlands and Ieeland, where all along officials
and people have afforded all possible help,

The lorwegian Govermnment itself, according to Dr. Seweriin,
18 giving all possible assistance to Norweglan viotims of the
Nasls., As a general policy all refugees can depend on the
Norweglan Government for support after their escape pending
the time when they can find means of supporting themaselves,
_Also plans have already been worked out so that when the
o : Germans ave expelled from Norwegian territory the refugees
in Sweden aud elsewhere.can be taken back to Norway in sn
orderly way and provided with ineans, where necessary, of re-
establishing themselves, In this connection medieal and
other gontrol measures have been worked out.

When refugees f£irst get out of Norway into Sweden
arrangements are made for them to go immediately into camps.
i Theae camps are under the oontrol of officials designatoed by
R - - the Norweglan Goverriment, Necessary funds, it is stated,
% v . : are supplied by the Norwegian Legation in Stookholm, Every
i S oL sooperation 4s received from the Swedish authorities, At
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the pressnt time most of the Norwegian refugees in Sweden
have smploymsnt, but whenever employmant ceases, these refugess
aras supporited by the Norweglan Government until or unless thay
find new employment. Dr. Sewsriin states there ars also
parhaps 2,000 refugess who were students in Worway and are now
cantinuing their studles in Swaden with the support of ithe
Aorwagian Govermnment- So far as concerns their safety or

] . Bewerlin econsidsres there ir
o e done for the Norwsgimns in

ieslves umabls Lo
If anything more

¥hils sxact figurez ars not gvailable as tc the npumber
who have escaped from Norway o the United Kingdom or wo
fcoland, the Farces and the Shstlands, the figure ig estimated
at gomething less than 2,000, These are not, howsver,
coensidered as vefugees in the ordlinary sense of the word, sincs
they are nsarly sll young men of military age'whﬁfare it to
go at ones into the Norweglan Merchant Navy or into the
Norwagian military forces. In any case there has beeh no
nsed to treat them as refugees. There are very few refugees
to be found in any other European country, except Sweden.

. There are now bhetween 6,000 and 8,000 Norweglans, Dr.
Seweriin states, who are detainsd in Germany or occupied .
territory. Of these 2,000 are prisoners of war and are
being troated as such, and it oan be sxpected that they will
bs returned to Nerway under the sams conditlons as other war
prisonsrs under the terms of the Genova Convention. The -
renainder, apsrt from the 870 Jews deporied to Poland, are

- elvil or political priasoners sentenced by courts martial,

nearly all of whom are kept in concentration camps or in
regular prisons. Dr, Seweriin expressed ths hope that they
would be retwrned to Norway through the machinery which is
t0 be set up by United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration, ’

To the Department in Respectfully yours,

original and hestograph.
- Rudolf E, Schoenfeld

J81DAS - Charge d'Affaires ad interim




BRADPI A S A e v .
FRRAPHNAOE OF TBLIGAAN ASCEIVeD -~

FROM: AMLECATION, Stockholm < =
TOY Seoretary of State, Washington GUNTRUL nOPY =
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NUMBER: 2964 4 —

Bes my 2480, July 5, midnizht (658 to London)
Thia méﬁsaée has been repeated to London as my No. 837,
August 8, 9 p.m. 7
At last it appears that the imbroglic of the Samba
Ndskontoret or the Norwegian Legntion's ﬁefurree'ori’ioe‘has been resoived' .
A reorganization of the oanuandakontoret has been effected under the
leadership of Dp. NalmV;;; came on & medical mlsslion to Stockholm four
‘monthse ago and who although relatively unknoun as a Norwegian national
flgure, appears to be an individual of c(anfmence# and abllity. Next to

~

Dr. Malm in Sambandskontoret is a man by the nahé of Mr. Norumkgggse
acsoclates will be Messrs, Dahl znd Diesetﬁi—;ﬁc'membere of old
Sambandskontoret. Mr, btorlief/;)new man who is borrowed from the
8o-oalled nettekontoret or the legal offloe of the Worweglan Levation
and possibly one or two ;Bre men make up the personnel of the
Bambandskontorec as reoonntituted. The former head of Sambandakontore{;
Mr. Gram, is .out of that organization as he has at last been taken up
on the threat he has 8o many times made to resign, Neverthelees, he
remains as the finencial director of the Norweglan Legation whose main
duty appeara to be the financing of the home front through purchase of

black market Norweglan orowns in Sweden. i
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/ There have taen drovped from the Nor. .sian Legation

two former Sambandskontoret members, Messra Skougen and Feydt together
with & former part time worker in Sambandskontoret and the mistress 6f
Feydt, #rs. Kelru. On the authority of Major Bauman, the present ..
Stockbolm representative of Milorg, these individuals wilt be subject to
legal prosecution after the war for thelr recent subversive activities
if they return to Norway., The repért 18 now bheing spread by the three
disgruntled employeés that 1% 1s thelr intention to work in behalf

of Norway for a forelgn powsr and against the current Government of
Norway. It 1a expected thnt they will offer thelr services elfhef

to the ®oviet Logation, the Zritish or the United States.
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