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LEGATION OF THE
AL OF ARERICA

¥, {August 2k, 194k

No. 948 =’ e .
- \/ ‘
SUBJECT: Irish Refuge for Jewish Children.-

The Honorable, )
The Secretary of State, : :
Washington. ’ o

Sir:. : 5

I have the honor to refer to the Department's
circular telegram of August 12, 8 p.m., and to the
Legation's reply No, 131 of August 15.

1/ There is enclosed‘; copy of a letter addressed' T
to Mr. Joseph P. Walshe, Permanent Secretary of the :
Department of External Affalrs requesting that the
Irish Government's offer to provide refuge for Jew- - T :
ish children be extended in pr;nciple to children : ' : ]
from Funga%y as well as from France., Mr., Walshe's .
reply confirming his informal statement to an offi-
cial of the Legation that the Irish Government would
extend its acceptance in principle to Jewish chil-

2/ dren from Hungary is also transmitted herewith,

At the time that the question of the Hungarian
childyen was taken up with Mr. Walshe, he said that
the Agudas Israel World Organizajion of London had
taken up the question with the Irish Red Cross,
When the matter cesme to his attention he had felt
that as the London group obviously could not obtain
any results without the asgistance of the Allied
governments he would recommend that the Agudas Israel
World Orgenization coordinate their efforts with those
* of the War Refugee.Board., It was hoped that thereby
3/° confusion might be avoided, There is also enclosed
& copy of a letter to the American Ambassador in .
London supporting Mr, Walshe's recommendation that .
the Agudas Israel World Organization cease its efforts
to make its own arrangements with the Irish Red Cross
) . and instead to coordinate, its aotivities with the War
£ iR Refugee Board. -

Respectfully yodis,
For the Minister:

Tl _ Aaron 8. Brown, ‘ |
o ' . _ ‘ Third Secretary of Legation ‘ ;




- Enclosure No, 1 to Despatch No. 948,
August 24, 194k, from the American , =
Legation, Dublin. = el

Dublin, “ugust 14, 194k.

-~ Dear Mr, Walgsher — —— ~~ —— ——— ——— — ——— . __

I wish to refer to Mr, Gray's letter of
March 22 and your reply of April 6 relative to
your Government 's generous offer to provide haven
for 500 Jewish children for whom it was hoped to
make arrangements to leave France.-

In the absence .of the -Minister, who is en~
Joying a few days' leave in the country, I am
instructed by my Government to request that the
Irish Government extend its dcceptance in prin-
ciple to children from Hungery as well as from
France, This request is made in view. of the
, situation in Hungary and the recent statement -
i - by Admiral Horthy that his government would
grant exit permits to, and suspend deportations
of, all Jewish children for whom havens may be
provided outside Hungary.

! " I am instructed to assure you that no
detalled plans have as yet been developed for

! the actual immigration of refugee children into
X Eire, If such plans become necessary at a later
' date, they will, of course, not be developed
without previous consultation with the Irish

; Government. .
f ' Sincerely yours,
: . L - Aaron S Brown,
i : : Seoretary of Legation
) ASB/tmd s
[ . ,
I £ Joseph P, Walshe, Eaq., . : ) .
Secretary, ' o

v o S

Department of External Affairs,

80 St. Stephen's Green,
DUBLIN,
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Enclosure No., 2 to Despatch No., 948

dated August 24, 194k, from the
- American Legation, Dublin, Ireldnd.

Department of External Affairs,?

I
{
' DUBLIN,
g EIRE
o ]L . 218t August 19,
} ~ T

I H
! Dea? Mr, Brown, ’ .
| _ ,

!

In reply to your letter of August 14th, I now
confirm that. our Government gladly extends its"
acceptance in principle of Jewish'refugee children

to the Hungarian Jewish children,

incidentally, I should tell you that-the

Agudas Israel World Organisation of London has

-~

! approached the Irish Red Cross in the same matter,

I anm suggeéting to the Red Cross that they should

inform the Organisation of the American Government's
interest, Of course, -there is no poésibility what-
-ever of private organisations beiﬁgtable to effect
any transfer of children ta Ireland without the
. collaboration of the American or British Govern-
ments, and it seems b;tter to preveﬁt the Agudas

people now from taking an independent course

which might cause oonfusion}in your plens, . . N
I hope ybu will be abie to -let us know the
> detalls very soon‘ _ 7 ' -
7 V Xours sincerely, - . .

/s/ T. P, WALSHE




gclosure No. 3 to Despatch N’a. 948
-dated August 24, 1944, from the
American Legation, Dublin, Ireland.

-Dublin, August 23, 194k

Pergonal énd

b

Dear John Winant,

As you may know, at ‘the request of the American
Government the Irish Government sometime ago agreed
to permit the entry of five hundred French Jewish
children and to accept the responsibility for their
saré. Recently we were instructed to request the
Irish Government to include Hungarisn Jewish ochildren
as well as French Jewlsh children, This request was
acceded to without question. In the course of our
discussions with the Irish Government it was agreed
that in all existl ng ciroumstances five hundred was
as many as the Jewish population in Eire oould
reasonably be expected to support and as meny as
Irish economy could reascnably be expected to ab-
sorb, The quota is limited to children inasmuch R - )
as for security reasons it was considered undesirable’ . ST,
both from the American and Irish viewpoint to permit
the entrance of adult persons from.Axils ocountries..

It now appears that the Agudas Israel World Organiza=-
tion of Iondon has approached the Irish Red Cross with
the request that 1t accept Jewish refugees. As this
could only be done by alteration of the arrangement
already agreed to by the American and Irish Govern- »
ments, it would avold confusion if ‘the Agudas
Organization were informed of the.situation, in

whioh case it would doubtless abandon its effort

to make arrangements with the Irish Red Cross in

the Interest of the more ocomprehensive official

scheme for Jewlsh relief, - .

- - N A

-If you think well of the idesa, you might have
a copy of this letter to you transmitted to the
Agudas Organization to explain the situation. I;
of course, am acting on my own responsibility but
it seems unnecessary to trouble Washington .with this
matter 1f 1t can be arranged by you in London. I ~
will, however, send the Department a copy of my N
letter to you. S . R

With ell best wishes, I am, . =

Yours‘éinqerely,

N DECLASSIFIED !
David Gray. State Dept, Letter, 11172 -

By B & aska DutaSEP 1 3 197
g e

.Qy

i
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‘The Honoreble - . R
Yoo John Winant, oo AN
CLULSe s Ambagsador b

' pmerican Emb:
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COMMUNICATIONS

b smate / TELEGRAM AND REGORDS

Yy  DEPARTMEHT OF STATE
TUamISoR T — —

MAE =695 {44 UG 16 A 9 Zhupiin g”rﬁgl Py

This telegrom must bE

paraphrased befo Dated Lagust 15, 1944
communicated to o ﬂ%ggggs
other than a Gove o) Rec!d 9:30 a.m,

(

AgENCY e

Secretary of State,

Washingtonas

- 13&, Lugust 15, 1 a.m. 7
ReEference is made to Departments circular telegram
Lugust 12, 8 p.me concErning refugee chiié;zn.
- Irigﬁ’GovcrnmEnt in principle Extends its offer- of
refuge to children from Hunég;y as welkas from Franck.
Gray
EMB 7

- gt v e w—— L




DEPARTMENT

: DIVISION OF
oOF OUTGOING. COMMUNIGATIONS
STATE KIS TELEGRAM , AND RECORDS

This tc

;60"553?'::-7 £7 T Thugust 12, 1944 asm— T
a Gpvrnnmsnt
A J "‘ BEPEn g caf HF Sﬂii
7 ] i L
ABLSGATION, AUG1 5]_94.,{3 ;
CANBERRA (AUSTRA JA)..o i HEGURES

%aterenee provicis sommunications regarding reruzee shildren.

in view of the eituation in Hungary and the recent s%gtcuant
by admiral Horthy tns bhis Government would’ grant exit permits
te, and suspend depersations of, gll Jewish chilaran'for whonm
havens may be providel outelde Hungary, would yéﬁ request the
government to which yu are aeéred&ted to extend ite neceptonce
in principle %o ohildren fron Hungary as wall.ss from Franos.

You may aesurs a’propriate officials of” that .government
that no detalled plans have as yet been developad for the actual
1mmigration of refuges ohildren into i%e country. Shculd such
plens hocomo necossary at 2 later date. they will not (repeat
not) be daveloped w&mxuut Previous coneultation with the govern-
-ment to whioh you are aceredited, . o ) N

BOIPTINIUS
_ACPING
(cLu)

" GODA” ROOM: Repoat tc Ottawa, Ciwndad Trujillo, Dublin,
Ban Salvador, Guatemala. ’l'egucigalpa. Mamgun.
Aguneidn and Llna.

WRBIMMVIKG . o -
e/lo/« B0 % (}R cCa Nuo " RPA - 8K

i
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AINGRA.

PRO:.
TublinY

sabed: .ipril 13, 15k,

L T Recd.
S Axgq'a;7 1o G
Secretory of Btate, e R

wasiiington.

A-16, April 13, 3 Dl
N )

- < » . "w - ~ - +
eforence 1O Departaent?is tslegrad Lo. 3%, .arci 1L,

fro.a .ar lefucoe Beard,

. Thae .ar sefusce Bosrd's tolegran was nade available

to the Irish bepartnent of sxternal SiTairs, end vacre is
. 5 . . )
tuotcd belovw the reply of ..r. Josena P. <alsic, Peraanent

Seeretary ol the Departacut.

"Hear ..r. GTay,

T peceived your letter dated the 22nd iarcih encles-
- ing copy of a telegran frow the .er Jdefusee Board.

mihe Government will be very ~1led to receive and -pro~

vide havea for tae 500 Jewisih reTfunee eanildreny Tie xec-
utive Comiittes of tile Red TUross iave siwven taeir full
a;-reeent, snd they arc ready to make arran;o:ents gt once
ror tae housing wnd reception of t.ae ciuildren. .

T ghould let you ‘now, 0VWOVCT, tilat so far we oave
noé no sudeess Ln sveuri:; peraission for Jows t0O lcave
the oceupied countrivs, and it igcht be bettoer.if your
Governuent would asi the Swiss Govornasnt to obtain tiae

-~ peoessary

"




Dublin. A-16, Hpril 13, 3 pei. -2

necessery poraits. lowever, we are instrieting our
Saarse d'Affoires in serlin to aeke a Tursicer recuest.

"I siall writs you letoer about tae guarantce con-
n;: tue furtier 500 refusses .ientioned at the enéd

L

of tie telegroui.™

[

In tae event tiet tis Irisa Goverment nas any
succass in obtaining permiission TFor tihe Joewisn cniléren ' ST

to lcave the occunlied countries, the Departnent will be

GRAY

i -
i
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AMLEGAPION, | commumcans
DUBLIX,
X &9, fourteenth
FROME Al RUFUGEL BOARD,
Hefer your A-7 of Pebrusry 10, 1944 regardihé the rescue
=né relief of rmr refugees. 7 7
rleagee inform the apvropriaste Irish officlale that thia!
vovernment accepts +ith deep appreciation tﬁe generous and -
humanltarion offer which we undepetand the Irish Governmeng
is prepared to make to regelve and provides hgven for $00
Jerrigh refugee children’
It 1s anticipated that thece 500 chtldren may be gbie
to leave Fronee and to enter Eire by transit through Spain
and. Fortugal. -

Ye are presently @xamining the matter of securing the

a

shipning Space_ngceséary for ihe transpoptation of these
children gnd i1l adviee you fufther mlth'respectitherato, . N
R aré algo convaseing the voasibility of asﬁistiné the Irish
* IS Sovernment 1in its humanitarian endeavor, with resvect to —
supplies of food and clothing.

The Swise Government has been requested to take up ;he_
natter of evacuating @hllaren from France with Vichy, and we
are conpldering the deeiravility of recuesting similar aotion

on

; , ‘ A ) ' i . ) T "
‘: wo. ." - . - ) . ) - ) /\




-2-459, fourtsenth, t> Luw.lln

-0=

on the part of the Irish Governnent, sg +e underetang that
it s prepgre& last year or earlier this yéarAto tzoke such
actlion. However, -% nouléAapureeiaée your informslly rcicing
thirs noatter vAth the appropriate Irish suthorities to ascertéln
whether they nare étill’prepa?ed to mzke eudh an approach o
Viehy. o
You are aleo recuested to ask the appropriate Irish

autiiorities whether their vaernmenf mog&ﬁ be willing pree-
ently o guarantee the admission into Eire after the war of
an ndditionsl 600 Jewish refugee childrén in the event that
they'sre evocuated from France to Switzerland during the war.
‘Buch a gusrantee —ould probably enable ue to indnce the Swlgs

N , Goverament, ~hich nay be in 2 position to obtaln the releésa-
of ciilldrsn from Yichy, to accept larger numbers of them for )

i the duration of hostilities-

Ye w11l appreeiate being kept promptly and fully advisgq
of all developmente. . 7
HULL
(orw)

“HESGLMIKG WE BC
3/9/44
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Migs Hodel Maroh 9, 1gih

¥Mr. MoCormack

/
Confirming our aonversation regarding meutral Bire and their curremt offesr
of haven to 500 vefugees. I submit for your consideration (this sizht %
utilized by the Board 3o encourage an incresss in the Irish offer) the
following: - B
The Amorican National Red Oross, wtilising fumds from the Emergensy
Relief Appropriation (Pudlic Resolution No. 88, T6Ah Comgress) is currently
shipping to the IFish Bed Gross Scolety certain medical and surgieal swpplies - -
which, afSer all requigitioned suppliss have baen lhl.gped. will have an - . A
spproximate valus of +000. As of Deesader 31, 1943 (most receatly .
avallsdle Bed Gross ascounting figure) a total of $108,091.92 has gone
forsard to Rire with regnlar woathly ebipments being made., -

Ouitting for purposes of this menmorandum the politiosl aspects of
this “Bassnttarian® effer to the Irish paople, it is significant that the
entire projest "mests with the spproval of the Giate Deparimsat.?  (Sumer
Welles® leSter of §/10/42 to Chairman Davis, 4.R.0.) In Sean Mamnsa's
letter of 3/18/42 %o ir. Davie (Naanss Ls Goumselor of ths Irieh Legation

in the United States), Mr. Weamsn wrote in part as folloéat

"¥ith referemcs to the President's genercus offer to apply the
sum of $500,000 for the %uﬁ of war n%o% in Ireland...I am now
instruoted to requsst on of the Iriql Gross Soelety that the
WA Do allocatéd by American Red Oross for the purpose of furnishing
medical supplies 30 Le used for She bemefit of refugess.

"ily gcoversmeat informed me Shat the Irieh Hed Cross Soolety will
guarsntes that aay supplies raceived will be employed in sccordance wish the
requirensads of your organisasionl exelued for tbe re 0
and ahil n_who have b :

x,“” langusge of Ewergeuqy Relief Approprietion Acs, fiscal year 1541,
spproved June £6, 194 (Public Resolution No. 88, TRk Comgress).

-




-2a

Quoted below are significadt items from \he "Minute of July 17,
19429 whioh repressnts tho formal agresment betwesn Amerioan and Irich Red
Oross societiea with recpact to thens supplies,

“Item 8: The Irish Red Cross undertakes that the goods suppiied
oball be hel1X 1n raserve and shall not be used unless and uasil Ireland
is involved in the war, or an anergency ariwoe in Iveland ag & regult of
the Erefe,nt Zar, Peralsslon, howaver, mey from time 0 bims Do granted

Ameriean Bed QOross to use any of the goode gonk,

"Itam 101 The goods supolisd will remain the proverty of Americsn
Bed Oross dut will be under the control of the Irigh Jed Oress sostety,”

The latter item in the agreement made 1t evident te the Irigh
people almont st the outset that use of mmoh of the gift was to be very
1imited, This is signifiosnt, inasrush ag the 1%ene being supplied noy
be nore aacuratoly describved as medical s 1400 decigned to eeturlly . meot
She Irish hoelth problem as opposed %0 haslih broblems that might have
been precipitated by refugee influx, . : ’

It occurred to me that taosful rolemee of greater guantities of
these cupplics to the Iriah Government and Red Oroes Soelety alght well
spell graater refugev inteks. Such action would not only bs ambraced
within the letter of the act but &6lgo within the ingant,

' G0:  Mesers, Pob;e. r_rtedman, Abrahsnsen, and DuBois. .
PeGornask Jh 3/9/4 . ) L
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. Tc ¢ ¥r. George L. ¥arren

From: J. ¥. Panle o T : o

I would sppreciate it if the
attached cable wers transuitted to
Dublin, Ireland, as soen as peasidles

2
&

B R

R




ROM wmﬁbmpews.hw”e TG DLBLIK, IRELAKD ‘ BRI NX )

g?w%s%ﬁzomsﬁgpﬁnéﬁegﬁ
’ uuﬁoncn-au.no?uﬂna

o ‘ Pledse inform the sppropriate Irich offieials that this Uovernmest
" accepts with desp gﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂifwﬁ?\o@ﬁﬂﬂﬂ\ T e
TIrish Government to reseive and provide haven for 500 Jewish rofuges children.
Ve are preseutly examining ai‘n:noﬂ. of sesurisg the shipping space ‘
nssessazy. for the \ransportation of thess chillifen and will advise you further
. with respect thareto. Wo ars also cauvassing mw. passibility of aseisting the
Irteh Covernment in its bussmitarias emeavor, with respect to supplier of Soud
and olothing, - . S
uun Sxles Gowermmont has basn s-ei-«-m %0 tske up the uwnuan of
svacuating children from France &bwg&ﬂ- and we are uguﬁoﬂuuor-
desiradility of requesting similsr action on the pary of the Irish Government,
. unucgagﬁww it wes ﬂ%g‘gﬁ.fﬁpﬂ&uggaﬂ-
sueh ectdon. Howswar, wo would appreciate your inforselly ralsing this matter
with the appropriste Irish suthorities to asvertein shetbef they ave still
| prepared to wake sush an approach %o Viewy. .
| You ave algo requested to ask the appropriate Irish suthorities shether
thelr Governssnd would bé wiiling presently to gusrantse the adsdssion into
Erie &fe thie war of up to 500 Jewldh refujee ogu 3..35& fron nnwuao -
Yo Svitesrlund dirkng the wav, Such » guateates would probuily enable s o
Ealwwomusgaf Eﬁn&i»ﬂpiggogg%
of %ga»&?eg%gangt?na?gg& -
uﬂgﬁ.ﬁ. . : )
?ﬁﬁgnggggggéi&&p%

s e

-

SMSLARINLS 3/6/4h o | | H

S T IR U AL et & S




YROM DRFARTMENT 70 DUSLIN, TRELAND
Pleane refer to your As7 of 10 February 1944 rvogarding the
rncuo nud relief of var n!ugon. ' v =

-

Pluu unm the appropriate Iruh ofﬁcius that thia Ganm-
ment achptl with deep appreciation the goneraus nnd humanitarian offep
of the Irish Govermment to receive and provide haven for 500 .mm rofu-
gee okildren, A /
Ve are presently Mng the matter of oumig the shipping
apace nessssary for the tmnperﬁtion of these ohildren and will advice
you further with respeot thersto. ¥e ere also ouwaé#ng the pﬁg:ibitnty .
of aseisting the Irish Government in its humanitarian endesvor, witﬁ re~ o S
- speot to supplies otfood- and ¢lothing, )
V The Swiss Gevorament has been roquuted to take up the uttor of

are congmeung the
moulﬂng children from France with 'uby, and we RRRUVRERSREANGY
ue"nabllli.ﬁr of ag

/ %& roquest/$imilar motion on the part of the %rich Government,- wTANougR

we underatand that it was propared last year or earlier thid year %o take
sueh actions However, we would apﬁrgciojte your informally reising tbie
m‘uttgr with the eppropriate Irigh Vluthoriun to secertain whether they
are ﬁi;l proya:;c;'té mno’»sneh an e.pprbuh “to Vichy,

You are also raquoated 4o ask the approymh Irish authorluu .
vhsther their Goummt would be umus pronnuy 46 ‘guarantes the u‘a . ~
uluon into Eire: mor the wr ot up to 500 Juhh rafugee ahildm
meutu ‘trom rmu t Sﬂtnﬁm during tho war. Such s gusrantes would
provably eiabie us to luun the Mn Goummt. which may b ina poutson .

%0 obtain the releass of ohildren frem Yiohy; to acaoph larger mwabers of
thm. for the: dunﬁol ot mmmm.




Executive Office of the President

WAR REFUGEE BOARD

FROM: .'. 8% %

TO: Mr. Pehle

Mr. Abrahamson Mrs. B. King

Miss Alexander Miss Laughlin

Mrs. Cohn Mr. Lesser )
Mr, DuBois Mr. Luxford
Mr. Friedman Mr. Mann
Miss Hodel Mr. Marks
L J

Mr. McCormack Mr. Stewart

Mr. Murphy Mrs. Taylor
Mr. Parke Mrs, Towler
Mr. Pollak Mr., White
-
Mr. Smith




FEB 25 1944

Dear Commander Beoker:

, _ Attached hereto is a eogg of an airgren -
from Dublin, No. A<7 of February 10, 1941, which
refers t0 the posaibility of bringing bo Eire 500
Jewish' children and specifies varfous transporta-
tion difficulties. S

I am sending thie airgram $o you in the
hope that you may have some Sheughta as to how the
transportation difficulties might be met,

I also want to thank you for the extremely
- valuable assistance you hava,alr¢§d¥ rendered to the
War Refugee Board, whieh I appreciate very much.
With peraonal regards..

Very truly ydnré,
,_@//.

' J, W, Pehle 1
_ . Aoting Exeoutive Direotor

‘bt. Qomdy, Avthur Beoker,

Room L717 o
Department of Commerce;
_Washington, D, C,

©Enalosure
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DUBLIY, Yebruary 25, 1Shk.

to. 811 - ‘ T /V
B Vx"" -

SUBINCY:  snti-Senitisnm i

The llonorable
- "he Zecrotary of Stute,
’ .uuhin"ton.

5ir:

I have the honor to refer to the Depurtrent's
circulur ;irgra of Jupuery 26, 194k, 7 Perte cnd to
the Leratlon's sirgrem ilo. A=7 of Iebrucry 10, L4 p..

rerarding the rescue and relief of war_refu:ees.' '
There 1s cuoted below a nows item appearins in the
Februury 22nd edition of ihe Iprlsh Tines:

"SHOr TROLTS P-UBL

Durine the :eek-end a nunber of shop
fronts in tho Grafton Sireet area were .
cauvbed wlth yellow paint in two=-foot squares.
Gn gome of the shons words were also painted.
Soon after the shops concerned opened for
business yeaoteréay 1orn1ng the yellou paint
had been washod off." .

"he incildent thus reported is the Pipst”snti-
Semitic denonstration uhlch has coue to publie. notice
in Lire in some time. e words. which uore,pn&nted
on the stores consisted of slognns such a8 "Down hitpf
the Jows" wnd the word "Jews! in larre lettera of.
rellowr duiﬂt vut the Consor €id not poralt the Dublin
newspnpers to print that tle Ge*onstratlon had heen
éircoted asalnst the Jows. It 1s comsonly belioved
in Dublin. that a major portion of the property in the -
Grofton Streeb ares, whieh is the shopping centér 'of .
Dublin, ig. ouneod bj pernons of Jewlsh rooce,

- Although. thera ura, ns & natter of faot, only
enproxlaetely” 34300-Tews. ‘in Dublinout of ‘n: nopulatlon
L. d half nillion, any - Irish &re- passisnately opposed -
to- theri-ond - express their anti=Semitle feelinsa openly.
ihe Cchoxidthuroh, wiloh g 4' freat’ povier 1n the ' COMim
‘h6g done:1ittle to: predch tolernnoe to:ita. .-
The. utan % pula c%th lio

=
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vhose aotlvitics were direoted srainst dewish~ovned
enterprises and vhioh died out a few years ago. The
Dublin press has nlso «~iven recent notlee to attenpts
belng rinde to lecsislate acalnst the ehanming of names
Tor commerceial uses. German radio nropaganda

_ - _@Girected %o Lire has urped Catholie Irish listoners

to bewvare of the Jeus.

. +hile 1t @Goes not appear that anti-Senitie ce:ion-
struotions will tnke place in a violent form in the
near future in Dablin, 1t should be recognized that
anti-Senitisn is widely prevalent azony all elasses
of Irish ond that the siresses ané strains felt hers
as the result of war-tine restrletions ang une:nloy-
aent nay bringe it out into the open at any tire,

- ~This porsibility skould be consideored in oconncétion
with any »nrojcet for sending Jewrish refucecs Lo this

country.
Hespectfully yours,>
TFor the .dinister:
daron S. Brown
Third Secretury of Lesation.,
800/840.1 - e,
ASB/iL '

To Yepurtrient in,0r151n3i>and lectosraph.
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" @:* Reference tae Departuentts eircular sirgpra of Janu-
ary 26, 19LL, 7:00 p.i., Tesarding tie rescue and relief
of war refugees. g .

In tac courss of a coaversation oi Februury 9 with
the Secretary of thne Departuent of wxbernal AfTairs, I
discussed tae poliecy outlined in the DPresident's .xecu-
tive Order, explainin that all the facilitics of the
Uaited states Governaent will be devotod to tie rescue
of Axis vietias as far as possible, AS a result of our
discussion I feel that the :iost whiec.i this Logation could
) accomplish in earrying out lae president's policy would .
= ) : be tue obtaining of perulssion for tus enbry of sdie

- 500 Jewisi enildren into Lire. The Teasons for tauls dig=-

: : oourasing coaclusion are given below, :

7 T The aost iaportant question to be considered by our
governaent in asking Bire to beco.ie an asylua for war
- refugees is that of seourivy. United States Army and .
Havy installetions ere loosted in Northern Irelsnd which
is bein;; used as a depot ‘and gatherin; point for forces
and-supplies to Le used in coming operstions. Nortiera
Ireland is separated froa neutral kire by an aluost oonm=
pletely unguarded border, At tho saas btine thore is a
continual streaa of personnel froa various branches of.
the Britlsa forces wio go.e to Eire on leave.. Tie ease
witi whioh. inforaation 6an be ploked up by enbuy azents
here 18 all too: apparent. .If adult ref
5 i Eire, enciy aponts Inéluded a
81 0. do"¢irect haxia too

%
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cooperation vwiti Gerzan and Japganese officials uere,

For tuls reason we strongly belicve tuet it would be

Wwiser for adult refugees to Le sent 0 an arza lartaer
re.oved I'ro:z tiac tacaters of war. - I aa confidentially
inforzcsd tuat the Irisi Government would likswise be
unviilling to taie the responsibility presented by a

large nuaber of refugses wio aigiit be -8 danger to Allied

as weil as Iris.a security. o

: A secoad ignortant faetor soverning tae attitude . .
of tuae Irisi Coverruent is tiwt of tue gecarcity of food, . : - - e
#irets overall Tood supaly is varcely suffiicient for ncr '
preseat population and sie is Tfindlng it uvcessary to
" import fron a taird to & wall of aer wheat supply iron 7
United :atiocns' stocks, All available evidence indi-
cates taat tie food situation will deteriorate in tue N
covrse of the next year. 'The pressure walen tihis cop~ = - i
(",. stantly growlng scareity puts on tihe de Valera adnin-
: istration tends to nake it distinetly inhospitable to
a largs nuasber of rofugces unless tide United Zations
are prepared to supply thea wita £60d wad clothing.

~~
Y
——

I believe it would be possible, lowevar, to. arrange
Tor tlie reception and indetfinite stay azere of o .axinw)
of 500 Jewish ehildren. I fully realize that sueh o
+ szall concession provides only a fractional answer to
the war rofugee problem, but the factors outlined above
should .elke it -clear taet tae local facilitiscs are.
extre.ely linitoed. .

To answer the specifié,questions raised in the .
-Departaent's: alrgraa: : . .

. - (@) The Irish Governaent nas no strict exolusion
& 5 ’ polioy with regard to war refugees, who iave
not atteapted to enter tais country bocause
; i - - of the iapossibllity of obtaining transporte-
| : o : tlon. It would, nowever, for the rsasons wiven
: above not pernit a large nuaber of war refugces
to enter Eire.

(v} Eire does not uncoursge the entry of war refu- ; :
gees for the reasons given above. o :

.ife) The falluré of Llre to ancourage end sooperate B
An the entry of refugees affeofs the inabllity - -4 ;
‘of ‘pefugess 4o reaoh thls oountry in that no - i
“small groupiof refugtes ¢an reaon Bire because . . =
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of tue lack of trunsportation, wuile the
entry of a large enougn (roup of war vie-
tims to .iake tie caarterin- of' a neutral

Al

vessel wortawhile would Lave been defi-

nitely discours
:ent,

;8d by the Irish Govern~

Tie possibility ot gaining entry into gire for

even & s.8ll nuabe

T of refugees is predicated on the
difficulty of getting taeu iere.
Tacilitics for carryia: passengers
siiips toucuin,; at Tire axcedt tuae

Irisa shiips have no
s NOr do any otacr
¢ross cihaunel steai-

ors froa bnsland. 'Phe jar Refuzoes Board Aust, thers-

fore, arrange for transpo
Eire is chosen as an asyl
of vietins of persescution

ASB/TLD

rtation in the cvent that
w1l for even a s.asll nuamber
and wvar,

GRAY




