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rhis is a paraphrase of a message from Mann in Lisbon to Mr. 
Pehle. 

/ 
Heineman and I have been talking recently and have convinced 
I .. 
Spanish associates of his to take definite steps in regard'' 

' p~ 
to helping refugees coming 'in ~France. These friends have 

been in touch vli th important Spanish autnori ties, asking 
/ 

urgently that they give their help in this humanita!ian move-

-~ -~~ent; -tha-&-they taJl;e the>,..d.nilia.iueo.and.d:Lnnqunea. ~o_rmall.L to_._-_______ __:_ .,. _ 

the United States Government that the Gov~rnment of Spa1n is 

at presEmt prepared to give her help. Having thought the 

matter out, the authorities in question told Heineman's 

.?:;ssociates that the Government of Spain is inc_lJ_ned to move 

favora.bly on this, that the Government of the Unit.ed States 

must be the -first to act. OonseCJ.uently the War Refugee Board . J 

should be sure to send appropriate ·imitructions.·immediately 
• • - ... ,' '.~ '. • • •• \ ~.'. > • 

to the .American Ambassador_. actvfeing him to get in,tq1lchd'lith·. · 
·~";·\ .• . 7.·.. ' . . . ·,,. •:' 

. the Sp,ahish authorities as .teco·mmended prevfousJy;~ .. Ove-r and 
. _.. ~ . .• . · ... - ·. . ,_ .. :''!-/·-·· . . - ' . : - ·- .: . ·. c • • • ·-. • 

r·eport 't-P:e'fe ·are ao.drt'i9nat sig'ns:'pointing 
. -'~ ':\, - . '. . . '•, . ' : ; ·_ . ·:_ ·. ' . . - · .. 

\llil"l· bt a favorable fe'act'ic>n a-lthough'· 
• ' • • • . . . • ' . • : ':'· ~.; :.' ,- : .• ' ' • "- • ' -: 'l- • 

:;;,I 
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¥ , {) TELEGRAM TO AMBASSADOR HAYES AT MADRID 

~ 

For the personal and confidential attention of the Ambassador: 

Having completed a comprehensive re-examinat-ion of the part thai; 
Spain can play in the further rescue of Jews,~nd other victims of enemy 
oppression, and the extent to which this Government_~, consistent with 
the successful prosecution of the-war and our relations with Spain, at 
this time request, with some prospect of success, the active assistance. 
of the Spanish Government in the rescue of such persons, ·_the-following· 
conclusions have.been reached on the basis of -all aV!I.ilable information: 

, (a) In the coming months Spain can play a 'most important Part ·'in __ 
1 saving the lives of_ man,y victims of enell!Y persecution now in -France or -c: 

__;_ ____ : ---~ hareaf'te-r....a.rrl-qa_thera from_elsewhfir.e~.(~'l'.lli&. Gcriernme1!( ...can~ ~ 
: consistent with the successful prosecution of the war' and our relations- · 

with Spain,-• at this time request the Spanish Government to take measures, 
hereinaf'ter outlined, for the further rescue of vi'<itima of enemy oppres­
sion, (c) The prospects are excellent that such request will be complied 
with substantially. 

In arriving at these conclusions .and the measures herdnafter outlined, 
the considerations,ra,is~d by_ your A-59 of Febl'1la.ly 15,, 12 noon; sections_ - --· 
two and three of your 683 of February 28; section oD,e of:your,974 of 
March 20; your 997 of Mar_ch 22 and your 1195 of April' 6 ha.VIrnot (repeat 
not) been overlooked._ The. Department and the War ·Refugee Bo'ard)~ch 

:the Segret..:cy of fF&atljl is Chairmen, appz:eoiate :deep:Ji the utdezisband±ng 
a _ ... - . , . . .. _ . .. o em, _· the . 
diligei1ce ,a~d careful thought that you have •/t:t'v:en tO,· ey. complex B.nd 
troublesome In view, however, of present circumstances, both the 

confident that· you will a'gree with· thelll that 
. the . mespilges und.ilr_' r~fl:)_ren,ce'. Ilo ;lpnger ,Qbtirl.n:. 

agree that in vi~'l'-!9f-'.·r~ce_nt:;mil,i~,-. 
ec•ontJIUl.o Cl,ev•~l~>Pilllen-_ts; the . tin)e . -\Jas :A~e,@ly. arrivediw~ri a 

be. taken vis.,.S:"-vis the Spanish'Qi>vern-

. ~!ti~ f~t~~:;A~~~~e~~o;~ w~¥Z*i·;>-,~-- . 
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border guards, it must be noted that information of 'this kind wouJ.d 
bar~ reach populated centers. Furthermore, at least one government-in­
exile has informed the Department that a number of its nationals seeking~ 
to escape into Spain have been turned back b,y Spanish border guards, and 
has suggested ou: intercession on this score. 

(b) such reception centers to be so set up as. to afford an opportunity 
for rest and medical care. In this connection it has been rep~;~rted .that 
one deterrent to aiding less hardy victims of enemy persecution to escape 
to Spain is that, in view of the arduous nature of the terrain, it is 
feared the effort wouJ.d- fail because of the lack of· facilities ·necessary 

~to- insure-their_ sur~ivil, _-even if th~_ -~~§.§ing_ _ltho~d_ be'sJ_:L()cesfl_flll·~ 

(c) The removal of refugees fFom such reception centers to emergency 
refugee shelters where they wouJ.d be held until arrangements could be made 
for their r·emoval from Spain. 

We believe that the Spanish Government would agree io undertake the 
prompt institution of the forego~ng measures, substantially, if not 
ent~rely, on the following guarantees: (a) No part of t~ cost of cori~ 
structing or maintaining such reception centers and· emergena,r-refugee 
centers is to be borne b,y Spain; (b) Medical, security ~t!d social welfare 
personnel necessary to the proper maintenance of such centers and Shelters 
will be supplied by the United states or American voluntary agencies, 
should the Spanish GQvernme_nt so desire; (c) This Governn!ent will assume 
the responsibility for arranging for the-removal from Spain of stateless 
and unprotect~d refugees as rapidly as possible. · 

The- foreg~i.ng, of· co'9I'se, re.presents a simplification of the program 
suggested in the Department's 46'3 of. February 18: and 799 of .March 2'3, and 
the guarantees and undertakings therein contail'!ed obtain with respect to 
the _program herein set forth to the extent .applicable. -. 

· In view of weather conditlons now prevaiJ.:j.ng and expected to continue 
during this season, you are,-requested prop~pt4r to approach appropriate 
au~ho:dties of the, Spanish Government ;l.n person :and, reminding tliem_ of the 
deep. concern of this Government for the l.ives of victimf! of enemy oppres­
sion; e!l-l"riestly to seek their agreement prompt-ly to takes o~ the basis of 
the _guarantees ind_ica.ted, the :three measui,'es coillltituting .the program herein. 
outlined •. For your information and' guidancE!; :these_ ineasures are listed in 
th~order of their·-:\.lllportance, and the ·a(lceptance ofC 0~·the.first of the 
t!Jl.ee sug~ested me{l.stires; ~ollid be C(),~idered ~ubs:ta~tiai acquiesc~X1ce. 
S~nce_ time is of t~ essence, the Depsrtin~11t IVould)lppreciate a. report of 
t~fil; resUlts of .yo\lJ,';approaoh not la:ter than \fill:Y ?:, ; · ~ · : , . 

. :,;~~g§c.~~~~~\:~;_'r~ctei~ed &. pe~~~n4- ~i!i;;k~i~~;;~Ji{l I ~:.~~ee • 
';::.: ·}~.-. 

. --·-





· •t•l(l.::t•• :~a • i'liftrr• f' r:.~:: • • • ::r:r: :r· trtr( !JII .. f IJ!!M l;Jf=·S:i!,.i!l:ii •iB;arl!,:al ... t ~•tr :1 •~~ 'I :i•:&·~;:·•!=•t l'~=•i•l a·)~ 
fli(~r:{~::r~sf r;lr;f· :-fui:'1·1tr ~~~~~~~ Jl. 1 •. ,. ..... ,~. ... ""' ,.::• . & .... : , •. :-1 , .. :!•! ...... e. 
r.· .. ,,!;'!·ll!iil f;~lqfraf~,thr rf=nf.llJ,;,, 
11-=ti• &!; o 'l .. fa.f4t•P>jJ .. i~= 11 1:- f~r:' 1•1 "(1 J · ':·11,1'11 ~~~~= E:e,J'=rill faJ~ttr· ;,a ~JJI!t;.•tl!l tj!rifl!' trf1 ;J ::,. rrf· !if!r:l!.f ll.t,;~t;l·el f ' 1t!l1)(r:!i:;r I•J!o•tilllt . t l4'=f-.='f. ,. J J·1r 1=1;!. tis's': 1

1:1J1f!f= ~~~· -~!Efff-·· _,. f ·=' !. I! r.-=-r· sr • • • ,,. • I -=•~ .r • •if -~-•r-~& .... r~f~l .'ala.!: i ;•r•:lf .. ·llJ&'t, leei:ritla,'tl:: !t ;, r1·=:1 ,p 'II "lr.~J .! ~~. . •t£ .. ~ ... ,r = II'• !' fa ··=-l1til~i:lll,fil t:.:iffl:rUf~i~i i!;l~!rl!s.1 ., ... ,ui I'• r•'1r ==···==•r;=- :=-1 H.~,:c: ·,1=:1';tt~ ; .. fl ,~~ ~~ :!rl'fl!tf~', riEi 1-t Jl!;= t !•: =u-=- !sJ- .. i=a#~&-·~1! s..-;; !!Ji=it 

~r itif'l'ifH tt !t:i· i!:irfl i:irit_ =jii=Jlrglf1 iJ ,a 11.=··1; ·., , •,1 l'tii : ';r ' i · ... "I t ' ;' s J f r 
• 



_,_ 
loaN OJ'.,., ..... Aatrlc.n cJwolklll• ......... fl ...... ,., .... b. 
Ute hteaae a...t.oe o-tu .. llll4 ~ Jewitlla lola' ••'"'*"• ,_'""· 

Jn Ybv <If \ta 'III'Betlt h'uallltulaft C~III14UaUOIII ~ ia th 
pnPftt •U•Uea of .Fevtlh au •llll'lu I"WJ~• la haaee, taa. lpo!. th 
~eat qy wU wtlh t. ooaatter *•'"• It weu14 'h pl'epal'et .. t.Jre 
aotloa of the aalvt latlaale& • 

. . 
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_C6J;PA~~MENT ~. :~~INCOMING . "" DIVISION OF 
STATE TEL6GAAM -"' dENTRAL SERVICES . I 

DIVi&!{}fl OF - TELEG~HJECTIPN 
CENTR.' 1

• S':fr-!!G~S /)IIAA!"/Of-~ ~' . 
RS-1836 Madrid~- ~ 
This telegram mufu~ ~~fi 21 p~J 4 % S _ ~~·. f 
paraphrased befo±<e· 8e'J.n-g ' · Da't-ed .1\,pril 20, 1945 , 
conununica ted' to anyone "'- ' ( 
other than a Governmen~Cj'L . Rec'd 9:14 p.m. ~ 
Agency. (~i~l9~~-

,,, ._!/\!SON 

Secretary of State 
~·~I 

Washington 

-- ---~~ ---- -oar-.- Ap.ri.l r~ No_gn~~ · c~-~--~·---~.~--~~-~c ·-·~ -~ -~~ _ 
Follow;:_rcg t>.on-p:ne'ference quot·a numbers alloted for . 

I ~ ~ ~ . 
refugee child:nen for month of March 1945 re.turned unused• 

Figures represent 25% of.block alloted Department's re~ . ' . 
stricted airgram 662 D.ecem.be!'~ 9 1 1944. All numbers in-

elusive. --~ ~ . ~ 

German 4642 .. 4791; Polish 1.794,.183:1,.; Belg:i.an 262-269.; 

· · Netherlanda 503• Q22; ozoch'bs:i.ovhlti;ti ·599~605; French . 

:· 5 2"~~f~~~>~[it~WJ~~ria~ ;348•38·5~ · ' . , ..... ~ .· . .~•. ~ 
~'~.-; 
1:_,• 
q.:, 

·;".ms· 
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llated 'povmber 2, 19!4 

ileo 1do Uovanbo!IL" 10, ')p.m. 

~-w~-Rf~1Etu oF su1r~1 
O!~I~•{_)N_U~ ~ 

·_r-:~.~ ... - ·~(l,Yr'J t 
. -. v u t-- _._ hJ~~ f! 

f ecretary o:r '-'tate, 

CnNTRUL COPY - ashin[,ton. 

J,-62;3, iJovcaber 2, 1944, t! po~li o 

X 

- l•'or 1 ar- llefugee !:oard. Official of :::l.:1istry 

of ±oreien -.ffairs has ·orall~i confil~.1ed that instruct~ons along 
I 

lines inriicated in tl:,e :Jpanish iiJ'lbassador 1s letter of :.otober 13 

q1;.ot ed :in :Jef:Ejrt·oent. • s t.elef:l'all Eo o •2El?l of uctober 25 have been 
tl 

sent to cpanisll L.J.tbaav~; in _ erlin on several occasions. He states, 

ho\·rever, tLtlt. efforts of latter ':is~~-on are be:tnc met rdth 

increasj_ng llllY::UJ.i.neness on part of C_el'!ian C.overnment to cooperate 

in such ,-,llltters o 

HAYLC 

DECLASSIFIED -
_ s~te Dept. Le~t·•· 1si:V _1 s 1972. 
, Jl1 B. H. Parka Date__...;- _ 

l ..;._.....:.. ___ j 



Reference 1e made to your 3488 ot October 19 and a.pprec_:~~auU.io ~~ 

1e expressea of' your 1niti1a'UYe reported therein. W ~ ~I' '~' , 

For your information, the 1'oll0\\'1ng is- the- .. i.etar.oe ot a fl!!ti r •! 
letter written b7 Sp$1l1sh J\lllbaeeador 1n •·asbington to re~resenta- 'tj _, 
·-~~----.- ---- -- ~~-~---~~~~- ·"·- -~1--

t1ve ot a. Jewleh welfare organhat1on on Octo~r l:.'H i 
1 

~UOTE ~ glad to inform you that I have Ju~t received a 

cable from my Government directing me to ~ell you t~~t, although 
I . . 

Spain haG been doine all 1~ her pat4er to ameliorate the Jew~eb 

preEent situation,_ is very pleased no~ to gr~t ~~request ot the 

Va~d .Hab..'\tzala. ·~·o thill ettect, apecial 1~atl'tlctlons l':ave bee_n 

given to the .JWP-i\Ssatto~.in uerl1n to t~e w1tb all· -SJ)eed. and · 

interest the ne~;~~~~;. steps· te·ncu.ilg _to ~he· dei'ense of the Jeto.TJ 

and. to tr.e:- epec1a1- protection of 't.t.e Zpan1ab;..Amer1can Jews, 

empbaRiz1ng that this belp h not only to be extende!l t.o·il\oae 

citizens ot countr1eil whic_b·, nave· entrusted Spain 't.•1tb _their ~o:ro-. 
' 

~ect1on,·- but alilo 'llo_ those .. or o.ll otner countries • . . _,_ 

f ~ a~ sci authorized to 'inform JOU:r Committee 

· 5panish Governmen~ nas a].Wa)'s made'1Jal~"JUlb~~~~tlf'Jl~*~.(;d~i,~,' 

tile' se1'arditea or 

. I 

'-
---~--~··----------·~:-:~· ... ------ ---- --·--------~-~---~--...,....,~-----~--'-----"--~~'~--- ... 
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J 

resulte. Nevertheless, 1t 1s grat1t71ng to point out that, due 

to the· Spanish intervention, several hun.:..rede of them baYe been 

able to reach Spain 1ft aatet7 and to leave afterward& t. 1n 

complete freedom ror their other destinations. UN~Ct£ 

l'leal!e .:\dvise Department and J;oard t·:hether ·such 1nstruct1one 

mentioned 1n tor~going .letter ban been issued nnd al"e being carried 

:--out-.~~-~~ --__ :_____ ~ -· ---_- -

! 
I 

j
l- ,;, . . . 

. ,:;--

,i._~_ 

bllb : :!! .. "-!¥'I KG .. 
10/24/4(, 

STE~TIN:rus 
AC1'1NG 

(GBI'i) . 

--

- ~ -•_r • c. •. ',: 

----------- ~·' ----------~---~~ 

_j 



~ t.. . .a. to,..,... 8481 ot ctot.\u 18 a& *PPMelatll!lll a. 
D.PNdel ot J'hl' ldtatS• .,.lid tlliNSa. 

Fe# fO'Ii'l ~Natloa. * toUevtaa t1 t!ae ...... tf a lettu 
WJ'IUa 117 --Ida ............ ta WawUJt&toa u np..._tut.w or a lowtda utrare UpUfMhJaa Oehhr lit 

QJJOD I all c1a4 to . ..,_liD 7oa that J )&an ,Jat noetw& • -· ftb., ~ aa..._._ u to ttll 1ft tlaat, at­
....._ StlaSa -. 11eea a.&q all l&l w ,....,. to 81111U•t• U. 
Jevto pnaeat dtwUt.oa. te.., pl ... tt.., to _.., u.. n-
(Mtt fit tl&e .... SU.ttala. 1'0 .... .,... llleelel -~ 
tt.aa 11.mt .._ ciiWil to tJ&t , ......... _. Ia Bftl.ta to taW vta 
dl .,.,. aat bttl'tll tile_......,. ftlft t._abc to ''- .._ 
,... ot * Jfttlq ad • tlte Q1iJSe1 p~t.,.._ ot * ......._ 
.aunaaa .r .... fllll)Jaathhc tbat att Wp t.e •• oatr ... -. .... •..a..a ................ , -•rt.•• vJalela ..... ti!Mftd.ll $.pjJa 
vtth tub> P'O, .. ,.._. '-' abo to -. ... flf_ .U otw lllilaUJ.u. 

-- --- ----- --- - -- - ~- ---------o-

Q.UOD I a al•· Mlt!ull'lH4 ._ .._ ,._. ........ Dat 
t!ae lpqtellGQe..._, Jaat e1w1p .a. an ,....lle .ttone to. 
,_, ... tile sttatQ.tea or ~paa&tJr. .. ,.._It, aov w.,..a ta 
0...... ...._.atlcm ctl!IIIJit, ...,.... ..,11 •.. ut at_,. ,tVa .... «•••• l'tlltlflt. • ................... ~ .. »dQ 
Od *'• au. to Vat SJedela . ......,.U.,. ~ ........_ o1 ....... '"' ........... '*'*.. ..... •. to 1 .... .,..., 
walla ta auwl•te ...... , ............... ~-·· ..... 

l'loate ........ ~-ad,...~ .................... .... 
Ia ·t.ncos.s let- .... '"* l•IMil ....... , .... eatdlt ... . 

2r00 p.m. 
October 23, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec•y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Lesser, 
Mannon, McCormack, Files 



HfiHA 
(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
{ROOM 818) 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y. 

PHDNI! RECTOR 2~423!1 

Honorable John W. 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Bldg. 
Washington; n; 0~ · 

Honorable Sir 1 

October 19, 1944 

Pehle, Exe·c. Dir. 

We beg to enclose a copy of a letter from the 
Spanish Ambassador, which we are sure you would 
like to have. 

We anxiously await your word in reference to 
our manorandum of yesterday, which inoluqed t:rr9 
various proposals for the rescue of the remaining 
Jews in Europe. 

With deepest appreciation, 

Very respectfully yours, 

VAAD HAH.ATZALA EMERGENCY CDMMITTEE 

vfri!~· . 
.... ~ •J·•·· "''~·~·.. ') 

.;,i 



EMBAJADA DE ESPAN! 

WASF.l':GTON 

No. 828 

Habbi Acraham Kalmanowi tz 
vaad .Habatzala 
132 Nassau titreet (Room 819) 
New York, 7, New York 

Dear Dr. Yalmanowitz 1 

October 17, 1944 

itE: Hescue of .l!iuropean ,Jewry 

/ 
Referring· to my letter of October 13th, I am glad to 

inform you that I have just received a cable from my Govern-

doing all in her power to ameliorate the Jewish present sit-

uation, is very pleased now to grant the request of the vaad 

Hahatzala, ·xo this effect, special instructions have been 

given to the Ambassador in Berlin to take with all s~ed and -interest the necessary .steps tending to the defense o'f the 

Jewry and to the special protection of the Spanish-American 

Jews, emphasizing that this help is not only to oe extended 

to those citizens oi' countries which have entrusted Spain with 

their protection, but also to those of all other countries, 

I am also authorized to inform your Oommittee that the 

Spanish Government has aiways made all possible efforts to 

·protect the Sefarditee of Spanish nationality now interned in 

German oonoentration camps, thoug·h, unhappily, not always with 

the desired results, Nevertpeless, it is gratifying to point out 

that, due to the Spahish intervention, several hundreds of them have 

been able to reaoh Spain in safety and to leave afte~vards ih oom-

j>lete freedom for their other destinations.//} 

Sincere~ yours, 

.JUan F. d/ Oardena~ 
.-. 
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J
. llneelgrumr Boyer-llu 
:Jreneh Bell Crose 
Madr14 

Koneelgneur, 

Deaem~er 7, 1944 

Bavlng beo lafo~d of 7011r gavoue lnto­tlo to accept a group of 73 Stphir41o Jewa for eYaCUaUon 
to llOJ'th Ah>iaa with the nut l'.reao }10Jl'fD7o I t!ake pleuure tn aen41ng 7011 herewi t.h a 'brief atat•ot regal'il.lllg the antecedents of thta group, aeatlonto« a few of the probleae connected with the e.acaatlon. 

Ia March of thltl year I was lnfoned 'by the M1nunt · orl'oret,pniffatt•e·n:at · tl~S-s--paann -ooveruen w• · 
willing to authorise the entry into Spalll of certata Jevteh CJ'Oupc of Spanleh ortatn lf I would 'parutee their evacaa­Uon tru SpaiD 1uedlate}7 after their arrl'fal here. U 
la of couree obvl-oue that I "uld not giYe 1uch a guaraat7. I 414 &!!IUl'e the Nlnlat:v;r of J'orelgu Aftatn, howeT.r, that 
t}!.e aemces ot ·tble otflea would be extelllltd to these people ln uaieUng tha tn their eatgratton froa Spata. these people were repreaeated to ae as belng of. 4lffereat ·uttonal-1\lea, larply bench, Be1clea and Dutch to eeae of whl.,_ Sp&Qteh aocuaenta •libt be graated te tacilltate tbelr lstt from occaptet territor,. 

On August 11 the tlnt £I'CIUP- of theae Sephardle Jews, DUilbeJ'lllg '131 arrl'hd 1n Spatn. 

Raa7 41ffloultlee haYI •••• touad in the prebl .. ot 'hie poup1 1 efteu.aUrm and the tellewtag. 41eoo1'8red attar the anlftl of thle gJ'OQj1 tn 'pain, will 'be of t~t--~t to roua 

1·- .,_F.r paraon ln tb1a group poeaesaea a Yal14 lpanteh paaapon • 

. a... With the ucepttoa of chtl4l"4li and wlftll vbe hate · a4q;ul:red Spanltft uUoaau,t, thFoogh lllat'rl*C•• .._.., per­eon tn thl!l $1"()1lp pota•••• u 1.\cta 4e ltlllarlJOlOD. 44t Olll4aoo U!lia" ltl vblob ta b.tUcat-.4. the ~~r~~~ber •' 4ate of Qe· Rtul ... terlal Orter (Dearete Jllal-) 11-pol" la que ae. reeonooa la oalt. 4a4 4e el,...._o IIIJNQlol•. Suoh u o,au, J'OU vlll ruambar, wu· la1Ue4 n•t .. UJ'•lT la favour ot Bp~lah protqea 11Ybf a\7.-4 Who talfllle4 betvelll 19atJ ul 1930 the l"equtl'tlll••• fit _,~,~ IUlUoullt7 ... J'dtq '- the 1.,_ ft'*"l&tR·tt · 

~···--· . 



c~~ '~ -------·-. 

a.- All pQ.pe of thle lft1lP ,...... a IJpallteh aaUoullt7 outt""'- lend liT a ltpudeh Cloanl&J' a.thorlty &land. 

"·- Jb\J7 s.u lpaia Sa thlo otaft7 wa• -. 1Un4 to S.,J!Uilo J ... 1'8fNIIln4 abruA u ,_, .... vb ._4 aot ,. ..... thlt hol'fto llu1. a4 other fOl'Ul n(dr .... u. 

1.- YUh ~ ozoeptloa of a few ohlldna, not no ponoa of thla DGUP .,.. 11om la J'ruoo. · 

•·- Beton t!ao urtftl of tble Cft1lP ea Jaaut 11, 1M3, l.puato Jsvo of lpaSOh aaUoaal.lty ba4 fer rean pan booa U'l"lYllta Ufldlaa117 ta lpala vttlt. ftll4 lpqloh ...... ,.. S.. of tbeae retllrlalq l(;atu40 nn flfpll'd la repatnauoa lftGP8 OI"PPlln4 1tF tlle Ma­ct.•• paft7 • ._lion of tbe .... '-117 .... arrtYiq be­fen Aupat 11, ot)len with tho ......,. of .tacut 11, an aew ltof.a& oopuatel, the" U'l'lftltc 'botere tllat ate h&nq \lao npt of reol4aoe la lpatli vltll all the rtPt• of -~lela ot!~ou-!._ _ ~ ~ --~ __________ , -~--
. 7 ·- •• of lllllta1'7 -co Al'l'l.U. Ia lpala vUh the ooaw.y ot .Aapet 11 were azonote4 at the lpaaloh tna­uu, epeat oennl VHto Sa prlollll Ia Ma41't6 to be ultee­..-u,. rol ... e4 with tho o'bltpUoa of preooaUq. ,--. Ml'"* vUh tulr Olaee fn •l1ltal'7 ourto. Ia lpata. ftq haft aot M• laolu4e4 Ia the £"011P oohelul.& for ......... ,.,... lla1Jrp. 

,_ a1IOYo taato Ia 119'. Qlld• tuow oaolllllnltlo llpt • *" mao aatve of thle CHQ of 'IS ,.._,1•· Ia .utU• u t!ul MIQ' Miler IIIPOflaat hnH l1mtlnl Ia theb­apul.ele fNit Spala, the ftdal' to ....._,. tlla .. a .cni&P ... , .. ...,. cllfflealt pi'014••· A ffltl u:aploo will ohov '1ft what .... of the•• pre'bl .. &1'81 

1.- .Ull•t• Ca"qu• apt 11, to a ... 1tor of .... ~· ... ~ ....... 8-.ol cratt..-o. vtt)l hlo .. -.r . ...... .,.. Ia t1lt•f.tac lpata • few .. ,. P"Yleu\F. il,_.to le to....a to 1.- lpata with tu ..... llo panah ue olllttol te ·NIIIIIa Ia lpala. 

,I.- ._. , .. ._ ~ hie •• BHQJ' .-. to ~ ta .,....., 19&1. ._. t•7 'ri7e able to ..,...... the •b7 of Jln, Ilea .r .. R& D4 ._ -,. ....S.IIIC eldlcii'Oilo ..._. ut.JaliiO. U'J'Iftl vt.th the .......,. ot 78 • jqllet 11. i 



/ 

- 8-

DOJ'a Jneua arul the two ohtl«ra. luND& 8llll Jalae, are 
obli«e4 to le&Ye Spau vl th the tri'Oup vhtle the father •• 
elU. eea Beo'er net r-u 1a Spat.n. 

a.. Ill the OeBYOT et Aucuet 11 the Jlue14 
f'utJ¥ OOIIpoeet ot Rene l'full4, hl1 vt.f'e .au, Petko •• 
8 all et.letto ece4 3, &1'1'1Te4 ta flpata. Rime B'uol4 11 
ebll«all to NliiUn ta IJpata tor bl1 alllt111'7 eentco. 
All appea11 te haYe h11 vt.te u4 ohl.lclren nuta vlth hilt 
er to baYe hilt accr..,_,. tlla to hnh Mrlca haYe till nev 
hen haUleee. 1'Jua vt.fe a4 iht14ra are ezpellet, he 
aut ~• for •tUta17 nntce. 

4.- ~~~ Baeel4, a relatlYe of Rene Kaeet4, 
le o'llltget to r ... iu 1111Ue hle vt.fe 11 11Xpelle4 vU!atlle reet ef tho uoup. 

11.. Allaber Batael laYI!Itete ad hie vt.fe 
lletller arrtYet Ill. 8pata vt.th the OOJ1'1'07 of 4u&uet 11. 
their llaaghter .Tuaatta llewntete. _.d 20, hall arrtYell 
ta Spata a fw aouthl P"YlOUIIJT, !'he Pl'l'ellte llliet l-Ye 

hULIIalap vf.th--tl!e---pwp,. the-4uchtezr11Urltii£1l!D --­
Spata. !he aother, lllther ~'I'OJllete. 1e Yery llek and 
eeYeral 4ooton .baq etataa that U vt.ll be tiqenu .fer 
her to 11a1re the trtp. It appear. that the poltoe aSght 
laaYa 4'1lhe4 her to r-a llehta4 11pa the a4Yiae of the 
4eeter, but the lme'baad UYertheleee vt.U be obltcel to laa'I'O. 

1,. fhe Benee~11o faatl7 ...P.eed of' Ieaae 
lleaeetclto, hie vt.fe. two dail&hten u.4 ltOD .bal,"'Ur!Yet 
ta lpata vUh the OOD'1'07 of Aqu.et 11. fhe fully 11 
Upellea with the rnt ot the group uapt tor 1au1 who 
a1t r ... sa 'bllalu4 to 4e hie •11UU7 eentoe vt.tll the olue of 1941. 

7 ·- there are eeYIJ'al euee ot peneae Wheee 
etate ot health 11 lllloh that thq are aable to uatert.te 
•: lODe trip. Ill ao1t euei theee penon haq •I'I'OI'thelele 
be• O'llllpd to leaYe their llelt 11e4o to p t& a&lqa fer .,....u... . 

I leaYe these f'aob 1a ,..,. haa4e fNllilc tlaat 
7011 will tab wbtuer &oUoae ••• app:reprl.ate. Ja ocm­
oluetea let •e atate brlef17 vhat -.T taternt la ill We 

•--



whole atf'atr. 

1.- I llepe 'hat .._,..IWI& paHl'ble rill 
be 4ue to a&Te froa Polleh eoaceatraUon cape the 
groupe of 8ephard1o Jeva r08&1a1Dc la oacapld Jlvepe 
who 11117 haTe the palll'blllt)- ef •terblc lpala u We 
fin' group of ?3 hoe ltone. 

a.- £Jq ten4enay on tho pan of Spaatu 
athorUtu to altopt a atUtuu~of antt-e•tttq 
ohoul4 be 4toe~. 

· ·a~- If ••• wa8aaUOAo of S~o Jevo 
frOll SpAta -..t anertheleu Uke place. tile OOB4tt10D.I 
of neh eY&Cil&ttODo oholll4 'be lmuae a4 Jut. 

ltaepeetMlJ' Toun. 
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Suoject : 

( 

Madrid,'Spnin, September 26; 1944. 

.
Transmi tting ___ Copy and. 'rransla_ tion pf. !lot_ e Verbale fr~ 
Mini_ stry ofForeign itffa ___ ir_ s __ Goncol'ni~ Entry into Spain 

. of Jewish Refugees froceedinl.i':fr"oJl! Hungary,. . . 

_...-­
~- .. _ 

The Honorable 
u ··~ !~~~f:~L~) 

r'O(~(,Jiw ~--.)~en The Secretary· of State1: 

· Washington. 

·,;! 
,f.~ (-: 

; ~ " 

With reference to the Ec.b<:wsy's despatch t'o. 2905 of 
:August 14, 1944 tramr~titting to tho Departr,tei:t,pcpie:J of its:_ 
Notes Verba1es :·o. '?..'JCY? and ::o. 2908 of Aurustl 11, 1941.. to the 
J.!inistl"'J of i'oreign Affaira l"eqne:;t;Ln5 re::;_f:~ctlve1y _-ttk'lt· the 
Spanish Coverna,ent per.nit the entry into ·:;ptd.n- of pers_ons released 
from Eur.t;:3.ry in pursvance of the recent decisici!t of tLe·-f!in1:,'arian 
authorities to allovr t.r.e fro1 that oountry of Je"irish 

. s . to 
admission to nne· other cowtr.;v> and t.htlt, . . 
lJel'mit the entry) in:t.ransit to fur)lher destinations outside 
of Epain, of sue:. pcnJOna to whon f\t:e,··ican bei.p·ation .visas 
were issued on or after .:uly 1, 19./~1' bttt \mo, by reason of 
,tr!lnsportation ciifficulties arid the 1:1d:vent of war, .hay~'not 
been able to make effective use of such \rl'sas, I ha~Eio+,he 
horior to enclose a copy and tl;anslaticin of: the Miriistry"3 }!ote 
Verbale Nco 689" o!r ~eptember ).6 1 19[,1, in in whicl:l it .is' 
stated that tile Spanish l.linister i'lllltructed 
to grant transit. ViSas to with the 
Hungarian e,nd Qem.an ting 
the~r d~parture · froi\ . liUJ[W<~r''• 

:tha a1 "mm.-n ·1tli•C! 

i. 



Enclosure to despatch 1\oo 3139 dated September 26, 1944 from Carlton 
J. fl. Hayes, hl)erican Ambassador, at l!.adrid, Spain on subject of 
Entr;~r into Spai'p of Jewish Refugees Proceeding from Huniary. 

QQP..X ;. 

(SELLO) 
MI'!If.TERIO DE ASlmTOO EXTE!'.IORE.<; · 

F.-1.- !5- E 2. 
Citese F;sta iteferencia or\ la Uc-ntestaci6n 

Nl'lin. 689 
N 0 '!'A VERBA I. 

El 1-'..i.nisterio de i\Auntos Exteriores :Jaluda atentmnente a la 
Embajada de los Eatados Unidos de Am~tica ;{ con ref"lrencia a su, 
Ultima Nota no. 2908, de 11 del pasado mes de a&oltv, por 1a que 
Aolicita la cooperaclSn del Cobierno· espaiiol para facUitar la 
entrada n, Lsparln "'n tr~nsito p<•ra otroo, )'<:c!':;(';s, de ~udios ref'ugiados 
prO(';edentes de lltmgr!a, ticne el honor de cor1Unicarle que se h,an OUI'­

sado las oportunas 6rdenes al l~niatro de Es(Jai'ia en aquel pais pam. 
que proceda al visado de trlinsi to de todos aquellos pasaportee de 
los· que siendo titulere3 los :referidos jud!os, se ln pY'esentasen a 
los expresados efeotos, Es ra6.::;, se le har\ :iado, d$i :".ismo, instruc-
ci_anes pam _ql!p_- c_r,n i.OOo ird ~~e-cerce c~el :~trterno -lrWlg;aacl'~<GQ~. ~--~ 
y Autoridades ale.:tanas de ocuj::aci6n, se facilite a los indicados 
sujetos la :>alida de P.ung:r:!a o •. 

Por .lo tanto, considers est.e ~:iniste:rio que con ello, el 
Gobiemo espa;iol, a~;ot1 t.~a::; bs posibJ.E s L,"!Jf'tiones que rueden 
interponerse para lle.;!:l' c: una favorable soJuci6n del mencionado 
problema, en ·el que ha dccr.ostrHdo pane,.· gu m!l.ximl' :ln'er~s y v-olnntad. 

Madrid, 16 de septienbrP. de 19.!,1,. 

A la Embaje.da de los Fstados l'nic\Js de A;nhica.- ----------------------·p---------=---------------:-------------------.---
TI!Mi§LATIOX 

(SEiiL) 
illNISTRY -OF FOJ<..l':Imr 'Ar.l'AIIlS 
B-1.- I5- E 2 , ... 
Cite this reference :Ln rep}y 

No. 6B9 !!OT,IL_ VEPBJ.lE. 

. The ~finistry of·l'oreit;'ll Lffairs preoents its ca•tn:j.~.ment.s t() the 
United Sta.tes of America and w:lth.rof.eronce to ik recent Note No •. 2908 
of. August in imich it requests the coo!)eration of'the Spanish Govern-
. . · ng'the entr.y into Spain in trrtnsit for other O()Untrles 

ceeding from Hur1gary1 has the honor .to advise that 
'beP.n issued· the MiniG · Spain: in that· ', 

to .g:rant . . . for. all those 
. Jews Which . ·for 
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~ 

!;'llQ!!: 

TO: 

DATED: 

Am.errcan ;.;ntbassy, l~ndrid 

Secretary of State, ~·!ashi.ngton 

October 10, 1944 
X. 

3396 

i. 

With reference to message of 12:00 r.~dnight, July 1 fro~ the Depart-
./ . : 

mont t:o. 1872, quota numbers, non-prei'orence, eiven ils follows ;vere allotted 

returned unused herewith. 

All numbers given are inclusive: French 43-61; Czechoslovak 33-47; 

Polish 14; Delgian 15-21; German 310-457; mid the Netherlands 41-60. 

On September 8, for use of c ( *) hnffenkrnut ,: No. 309, German non-

!)reference mtota number, was assigned to Lisbon. --
Reference rnessnge dated August 21, 8 p.m., from the Department 

No. 2324; for the month of September there were.returned, not used, 

numbe~ 42-55 inclusive, being non-preference ouota numbers assiened for 

refugee children-from Hungary. 

(*) apporent omission 

OCR: I.CW: I!.J .. U 

, I!A YI!:S 

CONTROl COPY 

~!) 

DEOLABSIFiim · 
&late D.ept. Letter, 1·11·78 

·~ B. Ji Perks pate: SEP 1 3 1972 
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FIDMa 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMI,1ERa 

PARAPl.ffi4fli ·~ql(i,f:eiJ.EG~M SENT 
.J.O .• ~:.1 ;1!U<,:' •. 

Secretary of State, Washington . ,/ . 

Amer41an iJI!ba§s~ ~rid 

September 5, 1944 

2467 
x 

We have read with interest your despatch of August 14, 
~lo~ --

No. 290J; and you may advise the Spanish Foreign Office that the 

______ ~~---.---offer of the Spanish Government to be . of help in this matter is 

deeply appreciated by the War Ref.ugee Board and the Department. 

In that connection, kindly point out that the essential need at 

the moment is to insure that the subjects of this correspondence 

shall remain alive ~n order that they may be exchanged for Ger-

man nationals. Therefore, the nost effective aid-Whi~h the Spanish 

Government could render at this time would be to take the most 

energetic .steps possible ~o preven~ these unfortunate individuals 
r 

from meeting the fate. which met the victims of the Lublin mass 

. executions. 

·':\~ 
. -___ ,) r .. 

SWPaALCaBB -

Paraphraser DCRaVAGaFB 9/7/44 

HULL 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Lette1·, 1·11·7ll . 

By R. H. Parks Dat\J..s.Ee..,1 3 1972 

\-
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UNRESTRICTED 

No~ 2952 
)'. 

Subject I 

/" 
Jladrid, Spain, August 25, l944o 

Transmittdmg.Copy of'Jll!lbassy 1 e Note Verbale to 
Yinistry of Foreign Affaira~questing Prot~ction 
for Allied and Statelesa Refugees in Concentration 
Camp of M:Lrimda de Ebro · 
. · · fh! ('J I ·1 I. 

~- '11~ .·"r'tJ"·1.~.AJJ~ /Q~l::' ~ v'k ¥ . 1 -r"':'~ , ..... ~. 

The r:onorable 
The t;eoretary)f Sta't.e, 

Washington • 

3 ~ROl/C.DiJ-
1 fiUIJI:_:...' .·- i I 

Sirs 

I have the honor to ent.JlOse a copy of the Thlbas&J' 1s Note 
Verbale No. 2!177 of this date to the Ministry of _!::oreign · 
Af·faire expressing the hope that the competent Spanish 
authorities will take adequate steps to ensure the protection 
of Allied and stateless refugees now detained·in the Conoentra~ 

·. tion "Damp orMirEI'rrla d-e 4!:bri:ltrom1J(}B1lihl--m&±e&ta.t-;Wn~ ~-· 
hands of German mili tar:y refugees, laree numbers of whan,. 
according to information reaching the Fmbassy, are being 
sent to that Camp for internment •. 

Respectfully yours, 

rJ:_. 
To Foreign lliniatry ,, 
No. 2fJ77, August '25, 

l!"::.J.e No. ;320 
. llWB/.1f . 
Oi'~nal to Department 

(for Ozalid machine ) 
Copy .to Barcelona · 

For the Ambassador 1 

1944. 

kL<3~ 
W; Walton Butterworth 

·Counselor of .Embassy 

.. 'Oopy'to Bilbao ·· ..... _ 

' 
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• Enolosure to despatch No. 2952 dated August 25
1 

1944 .from_ 
Carlton J. H. Hayes, American Ambassador, at Madrid, Spain 
on subject of Proteoticn .for AJ.lied and Stateless RefUgees 

. in Conoentration Camp of Mirando de Ebro. 

The &lbassy ot the llnitad statea of America presents ita 

to refer t,~ reporte wh1oh bave oome to its attenti.Dn to tlla effeo\ 

of tbe ~senoe in that camp alao of a nunber of Allied and etat.-

by the caupetent t'PIInish autborl.Ues to eneure the protoot:lon et . 

' 
. DtRJly-&rriftd and C:Oil61derlib1¥ IUOl'G llliiiUIJQ8 0e~Un 1111li'IIU7 

re.tuseea. n 110\lld al\'l&U' to the Fillba$1';1 that tM moet ~0\11 

~ ef ptiot1Gti.on 'IIWld• in f'aOt, be ~ tl'alllitt'el' of· tl!!at !ll14!4 

~~- tO al$h ·~I' plactilot ~o:ra17 ru>30U1!n aa llla7 ~. ~ 

··'""••,.1~ ··~ .. •u~tiee in ~~~tlOnWith .~.·IJ1"~~l?• 
. ':.,;- - . ' . - , .. ' ' . -- ~ -. . 
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No. 29~ 

UNITED S~ATES OF ~MERI~(, c < t::;~• 

i · I coNidDr·eOPr 
Madrid, Spain, August 14, 1944. 

SUbject: 

:-. 

Transmitting copies of Embassy's Notes 
Verbales to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
requesting facilities for transit through 

·spain of Jewish refugees proceeding from 
Hungary. 

The Honorable 

sir: 

·.The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

I l::B ve the honor to enclose copies of the Embassy's 
1/ 2/ Notes Verbales No. 2907 and No. 2908 of August 11, 1944, 

which have been addressed to the Ministry of Foreign .A.f­
.fairs in accordance with instructions contained in the 
Department's telegrams no. 2126 of July 28, l9<t;4.,__l<L.It.m. 

~ana no:---2~ August 7, 6 p;m. requesting respect.1.vely 
that the Spanis-h Governm..ent pel'l¢.t the entry into spain 
of persons released .fr9m Hungary in pursuance of the re- · 
cent deeision of :the Hungarian author! t.ies to allow the 
departure from that country of Jewis~ persons in possess­
ion of entcy perm! ts entitling them ,to adm!ss ion to any · 
other country, and that, in particular, it permit the 
entry, in transit to furt~r destinations outside of Spain, 

·~.;. of such persons to whom American immigration \Tisas were 
,J issued on or after July 1, 1941 but who,-~ reason of 

.. / tr~VJppor-tat1on difficulties and the advent· of war, mire 1
'lfila'tPbeen able to me.ke effective use of such visas. ! - -

r , 
The British Embassy in Madrid has not as yet received 

pa~allel 1nstruot1o~ and·bas consequently been unable to 
concert with this Embassy ill. joint representations on this 
subject·. 

-- _ _..:: ___ :-.. -

,,_ 

' . 



OOPY 
~: 

Nol':s9o7 
The Embassy ot the United States o£ .•mer!ca presents its 

complimenta to the Minurtry of Forei~ Affairs and has the 
honor to infot'lll the latter that. the United States Government 
,has .b.een informed, ttlbrqugh 9.!'-lloul-Mutral chanp.eJs., tb!lt 
the Hungarian Qovernment haS authoriZed .the depf(rlt\we from 
HUJtgarf of all Jewish persons in poss'ession of entry permits 
entitling th&ll1 to admission into any other country, .including 
:P!llestine, and that the German oovermnent is disposed to 
pei'mi t the trans 1t of 8uoh· persons through tEtrri tories under 
its oontl"ol. 

In order that f'ull. advantage ma.y be taken of th.is decision 
0n the part of the HungaJOian ·aovermnant and the. t no pes sible 
avenue of escape mar be denied to thes.e unfortull'it e persons, 
the Embassr has been instructed by its aove1'!1111eht. pursuant to 

. the latter s Ul'gent 1ntel"9st 1n the res.cue of· oppressed and 
l persecuted minorities from oerma.n-cont;i'olled areas of E\iro~, 
l to express the hope that. the Spaniah GOvernment will ponvey :to 

-f-------,----the. apPN.pr.iat& HunSI!!'ian authorities at the earliest possible 
1 · moment an expression of its fill1ngnesa to~eceive---Gn Sp8ll1Sh ~ ~~~ 

terri tory Jewish refusees proceeding !'rom Sungary, at the same · 
time instructing its. Pepresentat:ives inBudapest accordingly, 
it being understood that every effort will be mad~ by the 
United States .Government, in cooperation with tU! Br1 tish ~vern­
ment, to al"l'ange the prompt onward transportaticn of such per­
sons f'rol)l Spain to havens· ot zoet'ugit in United Nations territpzoy 
and to contribute to t ll.eir mainten!llloe and s uppo:rt in wha tevezo 
ms:n:ne:r the Spanish GoveZOJU~~ent may diUill,l d~sirable· during the 
period ot Uleir stay on Sllanish itoU. , · · 

. --The United St~tes Goverill!lent has, taken gl>atetul cognizance 
of the steps whieh the $pe.n1sh Goverll,lnent·.l'il:s already taken to­
wlll'd the rescue of Jew3,sh ·refugees fzoam Hu,rig$r,,;.and othezo Ger~­
oontro,lled areas of Eur~pe, and ·111 oontident ·t~t, motivated by 
the same high'p~noiplep, C!f humanity, that GOV.emmen:t will con-
tin~~ to d'I?Vot~<tothis·'·~n1tar1an tuk its' ~;~.4t1ve support 

.. and willing cooperation•- :'-'' ' 

NwB/jk .. ' 

' ·~- . 

. :, ·, ..... 

.l/fl 



• ' ~c;~;L-csUI'e" No. 2 to despatch No. 
···~~~;, A up t 1.4,. 1944 from 
.Einbassy• Madrid,. Spain. 

NorE VERBA.LE 

No. 2908 

The Embassy of the united States of America presents ita 
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, with 
reference to its immediately preceding Note Verbale No. 2907 

7 
of this date requesting tl\e cooperation of the Spanish Govern­
ment in facilitating the entry into Spain,. 1n transit to 
further destinations, of Jewish refugees released from Hungary 
pursuant to the decision of the appropriate Hungarian author­
ities to permit the departure from that country of all Jewish 
parsons in pos sees ion of entry parmi ts anti tling them to S:d­
mission into any other country, bas the honor to inf~rm the 
Ministry that there are known to be among these refugees a 
considerable number of persona to whom United states immigra­
tion visas were issued on or after July 1, 1941, tbe date upon 
which existing visa procedures took effect~ but who, by reason 
of transports. tion difficulties and the advent of war, bave 
been unable to make effective use of such visas. 

-~---'-!n-4h~~.Us..Lthat ~he lives of man_y of· these persons 
might be saved by reason of the 1asl¥lnce of ne\V:Ly-vana-e:t<rd­
visas, consular officers of, the United States in Spain and 
other neutral countries have been ._uthorized, sul)ject to 
certain specified conditions, to issue to such persons upon 
personal application visas valid for immigration into the 
United States, and, in order that the latter may not be denied 
this opportunity of saving themselves from threatened perse­
cution and possible deathatthe hands ~f Nazi. authorities, the 
Embassywould request, on instructions from its Government, 
that. the Spanish Government consent to perm~ the entry into 
Spain, without reference to customary visa requirements , of 
all such persona to whom United States 1mmigra tion visas were 
issued on or la:t'ter the date in question, and- that it I!Bke 
known this consent to the appl'Opl'iate German, Hungarian and 
other German-satellite authorities • 

. On its _part, the Embassy can give to the Ministry 1ibe _ . 
assurances of ita Government that any such persons so admitted 
into Spain will be adequately mainta,ined while on Spanish soil 

-and evacuated with the least pouible delay, and that ·any who 
may be found not to be .qualified for admission i_nto the ·urii ted. 
States will b~ removed from Spain a_s promptly as pos$1ble to 
other destinations to be arrang~d by the United Stat'es Govern-

·\··- ment. 

·Madrid, August 11, 1944. 
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No. 2827. . . ~~rid, E~in, July 3l.o 1944. .·.Jr 

Subject1 Transmitting copy and translation of Note Verbals f] ;,., -
from Ministry of Foreign Affairs concerning, tf" ~ 
resolution apProved by Con»ni ttee on Foreign ..._--
Affairs of House of Representatives on subjeo~t .· 
of Nazi persecutio!lB ,.,.,;: . 

_; .,, av · r4J. 
The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

1-~W~~~~ --> 
3 rp !1 ., r'. . 1'] 

.. I ' i 

With reference to the Embass~"s despatch No. Z760 of 
July 19, 1944 to the Department enclosing, inter alia, a copy 
of the Elnbassy's !iote V:;·bale ~·o. 2684 of July 3, 1944 trans­
nutting to tile r.:inistryo~ 1-oreign Affairs; in accordance with 

.. _ thELre.quas:t....oL.th9-l'.al;'-l<ei'ugeg._B9a!"Q .cC~n--the-Depart- -
ment 's unnUl!lbGred cirqular telegrarJ. of June 28, 1944, the text 
of a resolution unani1nously approved on the Ja tter date b;r the 
Comr.rlttee on Foreign Af.fairs of the I'ouse of' Hepresentatives 
expressing the deep concerlv6f that body over the fate of the 
millions of personB in l!ungary and other German controlled 
areas who stand in Lnmi~ danger of pGrsecution and death 
at the hands of the Naz:;.s, I have the honor to enclose a copy 
and translation of the Ministry's Note Verbale No. 543 of 
July 12,· 1944 in ackn01rledgement thereof, -~which it. is 
stated that the lli~>istry has e:xamined the above-mentioned 
resolution with the greatest interest, and taken due note thereof • 

It may be mentioned that-the enclosed Note Verbale was 
not received by the Elnb~ssy. until this elate. 

Respectfully yours, 

11/ Enclosure: 

Note Verbale, as stated 

FUe No. 800-War Refugee BoaPd 
Nl'I]Jijf 
Original to Department 

(for OzaHd'li\achine') 

'"" .., ··-·-·. ,, \: ; \ ,., -
tv ·-.51.-·~"'-~··--~-_;. 
w. \'/alton Butterworth 

Oha·rge d 'Mfdres ad interim 



Enclosure to despatch No. 28Z7 dated July 31
1 

1944 from w. Walton 
Buttenrorth, .American Charg& d 1Af'faires ad interim, at !fadrid

1 
Spain 

on subject of' Reso1uti._on approved by Conunittee on Foreign Affairs of 
House of Ilepresentatl:ves on subjeot of Nazi persecutions. 

COPY 

(SELLa) 
MINISTERIO DE ASUNTOS EXmRIORES 

NIDJ.. 543 
B-1,- I5- E 2 

VERBAL 
--------------~------

El .Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores saluda atentamente a la 
Embajada de los Estados '[Tnidos de America y en contestaci"6n a su 
Nota n2 2684, de 3 de los corrientes, tiene 1a honra de manifestarle 
que ha eJm.minado con el mayor interea la reso1uci6n aprobada por e1 
Comi t!l de Asuntos Exteriores de la CAmara de Representantea 

1 
cuya 

oopia se adjuntaba en el referido esorito y de la que se t0111a la 
debida nota. 

Madrid, J2 de julio de 1944. 
~ 

A la Embaj ada de los Estad!15 Unidos de Aiu~rLca .-

--------------"------
TRANSlATION 

(SEAL) 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

No. 543 
B-1.- I5- E 2 

--
'· 
NOTE V.E;RBALE 

The Ministry of Foreign Affair& presents its compliments to 
thj;J Embassy of the-United States of America and in answer to_ the 
latter's Note No, 2684 of July J, 19441 has the honor to state 

. that it hss examined with the greatest interest the resolution 
approved by the Comni ttee on Foreign Affairs of the Rouse of 
Reprea!'ntatives, a copy of which l'Bil attached to the cited communica­
tion and of which due note is taken. 

_ Madrid, July 12, 1944. • 

To the Embassy of the United States of Ame~ 

• ' 'I I· 
·) ... 

.. 
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FROMe 

DATI<~: 

NUMBER& 

J/.~~~ 

~~ 
.Pil.HAPmtASE OF TELEGRA.M REGEIVED 

r 
American Embattsy, Madrid 

Secretary of State, Washington 

JulJ 28, 1944 

~ ~~~!.{" 1 cY';, 
,;a• 

ty~&"' /' 

- CONTROl COPY 
Reference is made ber$W1th to the Department's July.3 

telegram No. 1887 and Embassy's July 19 despatch 2760. _ 

Wo date the British Embassy has bee~ instructed, in 

connection with the proposed Joint Anglo~erioan de marohe 

which cable under reference outlined, to approach the Govern­

ment of Spaln only with respect to Willtngneaa of ita Govern­

ment to help 1n providing food supplies needed 1» -Spain 1n 

--oonneotion with refugee relief. A•eUI'anoea ln that aenae 

have already been conveyed 1ntor.m&lly and orally· by it to 

the Span1ah Gove~ent and no further action 1e contemplated• 

Speo1t1o action baa beer) pottpone4 by the Emba••r pendlng 

receipt ot a!m11ar 1natructtona by Brtt~h Embatar 1n vie• ot 

the taot that ~o~t repreaentatt~nt are envi•aged in· the 

Depa-rtment•• .te1egl'IU!l, however, poillte ra1ee4 1n tha.t oable 
. -

ha,fi been dlacueted l't!th the SptQ11Jh Government full'S' and 

trequtntly ln parauance of •••t~ouq efforts ot the Eebaesr 

to obtatn ereate•t potllble d.ta&-ee ot .. illletanoe •ndooopenuon . ~ 

from tbat OOve~tnt ln ~taoue ot vlottme ot Ot~ pe~aeoutJon 

and to-. 
DECLASS!FIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

B1 ~ 1t Par!q, Date S£p 1 3 1972 



and for this reason and also in view of the fact that in 

response to Embassy's efforts the Spanish Government baa 

shown its w1111ngnhas to cooperate in this task by acceding 

to all requests nmde of it thus far, ~; it 1s felt that 

formal representations to Spanish Government along linea 

suggested would be e'Onsi4ered g:r>atuitous at this time. We 

bave the agreement of the British E!nbaesy 1n thie regard. 

It is well b•own throughout Europe according to the 

te•timony of refugees themselves; that latter are permitt-ed -

to enter Spain and until such time as they can be evacuated 

to further destination they can count on receiving material 

assistance on Spanish territory, and for reasons outlined in 

Feb. 28 telegram No. 683 the Embassy does·not oona1der it -advisable that the Spanish Gove~ent be encoUraged at.the 

preaent time to call any more public attention· to fao1lit1ea 

which it is aooording to refugee& eaeap!ng from German authorlt7 

tban 1s neoeaaarj. 

Our willingness to contribute food and other supplies tor 
. ~ 

l'e~Uf of refugees in Spain by virtue of' large quantities of 

$UOh IJUppliea which h!lv.e been se~~ f.or that purpose to Spain 

from the u.s. during the past eighteen months, of wh1oh about 

two hundred tona are yet available for distribution, is tully 

kno1m to the Spanlah Oover.nment, The Spanish Government 11 111 

no 4oubtl 



no 
-~N' ,~ 'i< 

doubfi '"'the~ •• :regarda ov •tiitn~hi to provide fuada 

for this pupoae inaamuoh aa ~!·~~py,:t~~A !hole financial 

burden of care of refugeea in Spain duPing that period baa 

been borne by the United State.a, American relief organiaationa 

and other interested Allied G~v•rnm~t•• 

Repeated aaauranoea regarding u.s. and British Government•' 
. " 

efforts to provide havens of refuge for auoh retugeee to make· 

possible their onwflt"d movement .f'I'Oill SpUn have ·already been 

received by the Spanis~ Oovernmena. 

The foregoing message has been repeated via courier to 

Lisbon for the information of our Embaaay there. 

BQ'llll'ERWORTH. 

...,._ __ j 



1-

1/ 
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The Honorable 

Sir I 

Thl! Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

I have tl:le honor to enclose a copy of Note Noo 2809 of July 241 
1944 'Which I have addressed to the Minister of F·oreign Affairs con­
cerning a series of frontier incidents reported to have ta,)cen place 
during the early part of JlUle 1944 iri the ProVince of Hue~ca, in the 
course of which a number of refugees of French and other nationalities 
are reliably stated to have been refuBed entry into bpain and to have 
JJeen ... J}~e_d_ oye1;_J:>.xJ>~~!J fr~n:t~er_o!f'j_:ia_ls -t;o Gei'IIlan border ~trola. 

A high official of the Ministcy. of Foreign Affairs has_ informed a 
representative of the Embassy, in this connection, that immediately 
upon receipt of infonnation concerning these occurrences the Ministry 
issued drastic instructions countermanding the provincial order upon 
which the action of the frontier officialS concerned appears to have 
b~en based" and that a careful, inv.estigation of the circm!Stances 
~~in6the issuance and execution of those orders is now in 
progress. He expressed the personal opinion that the reported inci-

.,_ ._ de~ts mAy, in fact, have been the result of the mil!interpretation by 
r;:1{ 1GC:a1 boroer officials of orders intended to apply to at£einpted incur­> sio~ into Spain of armed Spanish dissidents, the presence of such c:; · ,~reUps on the frontier having been recently reported. (~bassy 1 s 

-~ ·-·~telegram ~· 2~2, July 151 1944, n_oon.) Ij; was, of course, made 
-~1· . ear to him t t this circlllllBtance, eveJ;i if true, could in no way 

· e considered a . condoning or excusing the conduot of the border 
<:. officials concerned. . . . . . . . 

The inoi/,'dents in question have been made the subject also of ·!'orce­
ful representations on the part of the British ~bassy am the French 
Yission in Madrid1 and it is the Embassy's opinion that the Spanish -
Gov~rnment has been sufficiently impressed with the gravity of these_ 
inci~ents to do everything posSible to prevent their recurrence. 

\, It may be mentioned _that a copy of the Ministry's Note Verbals 
No~ 701 of NoVEmber l?, _1943 tQ __ 'IYhicll. :r!l:f~nce i5 'made in the 
enclos¢ Note was· transmitted to the Department umer oover-of 

~- ~bassy.'.s d::::::~ll:~ Decem~0r _?• 1943o ,~;;,<•; ;: -• 

. ' 
' 
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Enclosure_to del}latoh No.'2790 da~ July 25J 1944-f'l"Om W. 'Walton 
Butterttortb1 -Ainerioan Char~ d•Alraires ad interinl, at Madrid0 Spain • 1 
on subject of !leported delivery of re~ees by Spanish border offi-
cials. to ~:rman patrol.- - · 

No. 2809 J.fad]."id, July 2.4, 1944. 

ExcellencyJ 

Although Yolll' Excellency· haa, I am certain, already been 'fully 
acquli nted 1'li th 'tl:)e oirrumstances of the recent frontier incidents in 
the Pro-vince of Huesca, I cannot let these deplorable oacurrencea 
pas-s -I'll. thout comreying to Your l!broellency, on behalf of my Government 
as well as for mj1lelf, an eJ!Pression of profQUpd _shock aiJi deep regret 
that they shou+d have been permitted to oocur. 

Acco:nling to infozmation which has come to my attention, an order 
appears to h'B.ve been issued on June ·9, 1944 to frontier guards in that 
.t'rovince instructing't.hen to turn back certain categories of rQfugees 
attempting to enter Spanish territory without proper documentation, 
with the consequence that a considerable number of refugees of Frllilch 
and other nationalities nere, on and shortly after that -O.ate, rei'uaed -
entry idto Spain and turned over to the custody of the German authori­
ties from whom they were fleeing,. 

According _;:;;-t-~~ i-rrl-~;:;;-tio;~ a~group of ~cwroxiaataly-2)--persons; ~ 
including a considerable percentage of women and children, arrived. at 

. the frontier town of Sallent early in the moming of June 9, 19441 
were temporarily tl13tained by the Spanish border authorities at t~t 
poirrt, ani were several hours later given false directions to Canfrane 
which, in fact, took them back into Gerrllen-held territory. They were 
prevented frbm falling into the hands or German :patrols solely W 
their chano~ meeting with another group of- refugees tra.velliilg in_ 
the opposite direct:l.on and,_ together )'lith.the latter grou~-•_retumed 
to Sallent where they arnved on _the mQrn:lrg o:r':"the .t'ollowirig diay., 
It is reported that the 12 meri included in this party wel'e ·thereupon -l 
placed by the border .autrorit:!-es at S~llent in a motor;truck and driven-

. back aoross the frontier iilt'i> Ge~n.ooooupied t8rJ.>it0r~<to:a de]it.h.o:r' · 
· ~:1ve kilQlleters where -1;hey-~ toge'ther "With 2h other ref'l4lee~ who ~¥c\ 
h~d the lllisfortune to be enpp~t.~r.ed en route~ )vtn<e· ha~,$(1-~·f,WB~ .to. a·· 
Gel'm.an frontier patrol. J:t haltb!Jen sub_sequentl;v report.E!\1\tnat:i(he~i 
38 peiJlsne were then tfik,ei{ in ~~n custody to the oon ~~ra,ti.On camp 
of' Olo'ron whore a number o.t; the tYiOll1en and children were· ~le~l!il4 . and ;1· 
·the rest oi' the group sent on to the Forl.du He. at Bol'ClE!_aul!:~ .a.. p-~c~'\ 

. ot detention \l.Mer~od '0 be a~.l!abitll.&l stoppii'IJl point for suon i 
ptisl)ners on the way. to Oe~y11 · · ' •• i 

/ 
·other inoidenta ot 't.b6 liama f!brt have ·been r&~~- f#\JI1', 

' bo.:me;r pointa in ntleeca l'roVince1_-but in ~Me .iniitl¢(le~ f.M;e 
. · to have. arlaeq cirQ\IIRII:t~ceiJ which led tll,e Spa¢1!)1. bc,l~«!r · 
. to -retrun b-1,111 oat'r~gout :~~ expre~llfl4·:in:t.~ntior:~ :tel :.r.,. ,, ~~· _ 
· r!li'uaees concerned _to . Gennan _ c_uet.od¥ •. _ It ill· l:'tlpo·r.t;ed:, ,·~or:· . __ • ;Ple,.. 
_·t~t a group of ~tugeeli( a;l'~~4,~t:·l)ielsl!t ~n __ ~w Uth~ .. ~L!Wiat the , 

-, 'orcl!lr:,for thel.l' ~jtpulliO!l11'.8 rtisq,l..lldecl· by th~.'l.Joi'del'}~¢!hori;libs oul;y-. 
' :lln ·~:ta9e of, ~l.i~ ~rld~~:tftil'!-' 0~ yh~ va.~<oi' reiii4e~r:i Of; ~t. . \ 

· .. :::V,t;J;lli$e::f!!tl.<lh.~~e ·£oll:~'~e a~tempt of·one, o'f cthe .. r~~es_: • . 
.. _, cf?.nce~d,t a Ne:therl,$nds-Bu,bjeo"t;;:'tQJiil;ve,~fl.eM·'~.euoh<~a·:£ate 

'""''·,--.,,,.,."·' ·. .. . . . . . ' .. t . ·:, I' . ·>' .: • ' : •' ".:~ . ·. /:::•:•,';' ·;::.: ~# ~ 
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. by oammitting suicide. Frontier polioe at Som:Port, moreover, are 
un~erFJ:tood to have endeavored on Jl.ll1a 12th :t;o send· baok to France 
a,oitiien of too United States and .a stateless re~ee, am to have 
been dissuaded frOlll such action only after prolot18ed argument on 
the part of the refugees concerned. ' 

Your Exoellenoy, who, I am conf:!rl.ent, has been as ehooked as 
I at what has occurred, will '10t fail to recognize the gTave 
iinplioations of these incidents, which have amounted to open 
conrtl.vauoEi on the p1rt of &panish border officials in the persecu­
tion and possible assassination by the tennan autlcorities of 
innocent persons atte:upting to find on Spanieh soil asylum from 
Nazi tyranny, and, in view of the reiterated assurances Which the 
Embassy has in the p3.st received from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, particularly in the Jatter 1s Note Verbale ~loo ?01 of 
Noveuber 1?, 19431 to the effect that no refugees VQ uld be 
delivered against their will to the Gerllllm authorities or expelled 
from Spain except across the frontier of their 01111 oh<>ice1 I should 
be moe t ap)l' ecie.ti ve of as au ranees from Your li.'XIlallenc:y whidl I · 
could convey to my Govem~1ent that :i.Jn1nediate an:i effective steps 
have been taken to ensure against a repetition of such incidents 
ani to make certain that the abovanentiuned assurances of the· 
Minl.strJ will in tl:o :future Le scrupuJ.ously. and unfailingly 
Iespacted .by Spanish of:('lqial_s at eyery_l~el- or authorityo 

Your Excellency will understand that the grave concern 
which my Government is bound to feel in the face of the incidents 
cited herein sprints not only from its determination that .Political 
ani mi]j_ tary refugees of all nationalities fleeing from the s.lmdow 
o£ Hazi persecution shall not be denied :the asylum to which the 
neutrality of Ctpaniah territory enti tJ.ea them, but aJ,so from its • 
eve!'-prescnt apprehen.ston lest tho denial ()f this right of asylum 
resuJ.t in the delivery into enemy custody of citizens of the- -
United States, an aventuali ty tbe effeot o'f which on ,publia,, 
op~nion in the United States sr.ouJd not be underestillutoo., .· 

I avail myself of thiB opportunity to express to -Yo1W -
Excellency the renewed assurances of my-tdghest consideration. 

_ (o.is-red) W, WALTON BUTTEBWORTH . 

His Jl:~ellency 
Charg6 d'Affaires ad interim 

;til.eutenant General Count Jordana, 
Jiti.nister of ~·oreign Affairs.· 

N\llHjf 
CoPies to B.ri tish Eiubassy, French W..sa'ion._,.Nether lands Consul3,.w 

. 
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No. 276o 
y 

Subject: 

-. 

Transmi ttiD.g copies of Emoosay• s Notes Verb~ea to Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs concerning persecut£on of innocent · \ 
peoples in _Ge:nnan-occupied Europe J i:JtvL ~ 1[/Md ~ J 

I tUM- (J~. /Jc~ 1 
Jtul iJ 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 

'l'ias!p.ngton_. __ ;/-
., I '1 / J(/ v, 

(
' ·~i7 ·~1 :~. t:e~nce to th~ .Depar~~nt t s unnun~red ci~oillar telegram 

_ · of _Juh~ 1.4, 1944 from the War Refugee Board concerning the· efforts of 
the United Staten Government, in cooperation with the BL-itish Govern­
ment, to find havens of refuge for all persecuted peoples who may be 
able to escape from German -controlled areas of Europe, .and to its 
unnumbered circul_go tll_legram of June 15, 1944 requesting the Embassy 
to convey to the Spanish-Governme'n"'t· 'tlfe contents-of ·-t.he'-P~n't. '-s­
message of June 12, 1944 to the Congress concerning ~s intention to 
provide asylum in the United :States for approximately 1,000 refugees 
who have been forced by Nazi oppression to flee from their homelands 
and to seek refuge in southern Italy, I have the honor to enclose a 
copy· of the Emb8ssy1s Note Verbals No.26l6 of June 21, 1944 addressed 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in pursuance of instructions con­
tained in those telegrams. 

The~,.~· f~ also enclosed a copy of the Embassy's Note Verbale 
No. 2684- of July 3, 1944 transmitting to the Mini-~, in accordance 
with the request of the War Refugee Board contained in the Depar1l­
ment1s unnumbered circular telegram of June 28, 1944, the text of a 
reaolution unarrimously approved on the latter date· by the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Repfesentati vea e:xpressing the deep 
concern of that body over the fate of the millions of persons in Hun­
gary and other Ge:nnan controlled areas who stand in imminent danger of 
pe~secution and_ death at the hams of the 'Nazis. 

T,he text of the statement by Francis, J~ Sjl!ill.liilan, Arehbishop ot 
- 'New York, on the subject of the persecution ·of' Jews in Hungary; oon-

taineq in the Department's telegram No. 1850 of June 29, 1944, has 
been tranamitted under oover of a personal letter to the Chief of the 
Euro~n- Section of the Ministry Qf Foreign · Affai ~, the Spanish 
offici&l most directly concerned with the rescue arid.. relief of 
refugees' from German-occupied Etir~pe. 

The Ya4rid outpost of the Office of War Inforrnlltion has continued 
to ccoperawin making knoWn the atti-tude of the Government and people· 
of the UnH'ed States -with respect to Gennari a!id Gennan-insp:j.rad per­
secution of innocent: peoples in Europe by publishing in its daily and 
weeklY information bulletins the te~s of the foregoin~ statements • 

If:. ~' ... . ·~· 
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· -· /';'l'li$-;~assy has on numerous oodasiona disOl!Biled with the Yi~•:tii'Y 
of Fo:reigil Affai~ the question of 'W8JIB and means by:llh1ch the SpMfsh 
Government can assiet in the rssoue and relief ,or the Victims of GeJ'illlin 

·'persecution, and -for inf'ollll8t.ion conosrnitig the manl!,er and degree in 
~ch 'the .latter is cooperatmg in this respect the attenti ori ot the. 
Department and the War Refugee Board is cailed to the l!mbassyts tsi~ 
grams No. 2389 of July 91 1944, 11 a.m., and 'No.· 2479 of July 'lJ, · i 
5 p.m. . 

Respectfully yours, 

J:i;nc;Losurea J 
. 1. To Ministry of Forei&n 

· Affairs, No. 261(,1 
ll'Ulle" 21-,-1944 . -

2. To Min:istcy of. F~reign 
Affairs, No. 26841 
July ;3, 1944 

File No. 800-War Refugee Board 
NWB/j:t' 
ctrtainal to Department 

(for Ozalid lllliChine) 

/(! jl -·-- ' 
() 0-U......J.L-~-w ... .....----
w. Walton Butterworth 

Charg6 d'Affaires ad interilll 

--
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.. 
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Encl~~ure No •. l to despatch !lo. 2:760 dated ~uly 191 l944.£rom 
W~Wal.ton Buttsl"'l0rtn1 .American Ch8~·d'/!.tfai~s ad interim, at 
Madrid, Spain on subject o£ PersecUtion Df 1•oent peoples in 
German-occupied Europe. · 

The Embassy of the United States .~f Alilerica presents its 
compliments to the Ministry o~'' Foreign Affairs and, with 
reference to its Note· Verbals No. -~3~ of March 28, 1944 trans .. 
lllitting to the Ministey the text of.a.statement made })y the Pre­
sident of the United States on March 24. 1944 coridemning t lie · 
brutal persecution of innocent people by the A:lq.e Powers am 
calling upon the free peoples of Europe .. and ,A.sia to assist in· 
their rescue, has the honor to tr&Iismit herewith the text of a,. 
message which was sent te the Congrese of the United $tates !zy : 

_the President on June 12, 1944 concern;i.ng .his inten.tion .to pro­
vide. ·asylum -ur-thlf~ UD:i:ted- &ta-tes -te~:approxiliiately J.,..o.oo r!.li'u- ·' 
gees who have been forced by Nazi opp,re!jjiiion to .flee from their . 
homelands and tc seek refuge in southern Italy •. Pursua.nt to :. 
its detel'!llination to find ha'IJine.,~,o:t 'r!!fuge ·£or all persecuted\ 
peoples who may be able to escape ~m German-controlled terri-/ 
tories, the United States Gove~t,: in,oooperation w.!.th the·'. 
British Government 1 is exploring eipey possibility for the en-; 
largement of refugee facilities in i!be .. llediterranean area and 
in other parts of the world, and confl.'d•ntly hOpes· that through 
the joint efforts ef the Allied Govvnme~t• and of the ·neutral. 
llliltions of Europe IIIIUly· addit:l.omilllve~ can \)e. ·Si\v'ed. 

The United States Government· :i.e tully !).Qgnizant of the 
effective manner in lbich the Sp~;@~:.QaVeriment ha.s cooperated 
in this humanl tarlan tasl< in . the 'PI\# 11.l'l!l: is ooilfident that it 
will continue to use · every means ati it!' dispos$3. in helpilllt to 
effect the resoue~and, reli!!f o( ever ~:tno~o~stpg. riUmbers offue 

· innocent ·victims of Ge1'1!1lln persecution. ~ 

lladrld1 June 21, l944o · 

Encl <?fiUI'e t 

Text; ·of J~resident 
Rool!eV:elt-•s Message• 

. 88;$'\;tltild. • 
. ·····t -· 
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COPY 

Enolo~re No. 2 tcLdespatch Noo, Z760 dated JUly 19
1 

1944 fran 
W, Vlalton Butterworth, American Chargjl d'Affaires ad interim, 
at Madrid, Spain on subject of Persecution of innocent peoples 
in German~occupl. ed Europe. 

No, 2684 

The Embassy of the. United States of America presents<its 
compU.rnenta to the· Ministry of Foreign Af'f'air.s and has the 
honor to transmit herewith the text of a resolution which 
was unanimously approved on JlU1e 28, 1944 by the COmmittee 
·on Foreign Affaire of the House of Representatives of the 
United States of America expressing: 1;he ~_con~rn..~ ~e __ 

-latter boliy over tne--pliglit oi'the -i1'hions of persons, in 
Hungary and other German-controlled areas, Viho stafui in 
innninent danger of perae(Jiltion and death at the hands of 
their Gennan oppressors, apd voicing its detel'lllination that 
the Orimirl.als guilty ofthe peraecution of these peoples shall 
be brought to justice. 

The Ministry, baving in m:lnd tile substanc&. ot the ·state­
ments oft'- President of thfl triti. ted States cilmn).Un:i.oa.ted to it 
bythe &!bass)' in its Notes Verbales l'to-2232-Qf March 28, 1944 
and No. 2616 o£ June 211 1944 Vji:U r$.cogn:l.ze that this reso­
lute statement on the pan. o:f .the",$leiited. .t:epreaentatives of . 
the people of the United S1iates is but one.more expretiilii>n of 
th.e stern de:t.ennination on the part ot .those people ·NJd of 
their Oavernnent that the brutal persecution ot innocent· pe;..­
sons whioh has oharaoteris~ the ·ae~n· occupation of .&\U'ope 
shal.l oeil~e, or at least that its inhuman purpQse Jlha11 be 
defeated,: ;insofar II! possible through the rescue ot. its 1ntend­
ed victims. 

lladrid, July 3.; 1944. 

Enolosuriu 

~so1uV;f.on, as stated· 

NWB/jf 

'' _j ~ 
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COPY 
. I have the honor to refer to the Consulate General's 

dispatch of January 3, 1944, entitled "Summary of Refugee 
Work in 1943"· 

Military Refuv,ees 

DUi'ing the first si:J<- menths--of-1944, tae :r&-:t'ugee­
work of .this Consulate GeneraJ, consisted primarily in 
the releas.e, protection, and ca~of American military 
refugees. Altogether, 139 American aviators were 
a$8isted by this office during the first six months of. 

.,.
1
. 1944. Of these, 20 were memberfl~ crews of American 

aircraft forced to land in SpaniSh territory and the 
, remainder were American aviators whQ escaped from France. 
:All of these men were evacuated fr.om Spain-by way of 
1 Gibraltar or are now being evacuated. __ 
I . 

The abOve to tal does not include a. few cases or· 
American a via tors who were appr~ded by the Spanish 
Authorities in the region of Zaragoza after crossing 

./r! th'1' Spanish frontier, The Consulate General intervened 
' in/ cases arising· in the Zaragoza area only when, because 

of some difficulty, its assistance was requested by the 
British Vice Consul at Zaragoza, Mr. Antonio Valverde~Gil, 
who ordinarily dealt directly with the American Military 
Attache at Madrid. There is no American representatrive 

• at Zaragoza which is about two hundred miles from B!lroelo_na. 

Present Procedure in Military Refusee Cases 
t 

Arra!lgements have been made with priva1;oe·individuala 
at tront.ier zones to notify th:is office the ard.va.l of 
American aviators· and, :it possible·i to he aviators 
themselves; speak w.i,th Ge · · .. tEi"'"''uu~•u"" 

....... -
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the provincial capital to which the Aile:acan avia-tors 
'-e,re .. prooeding, bearing wit~ him the neces~ary letter­
-reque·sting the release of the aviators and assuming 
responsibility for them while they are on parole 
pending evacuation. 

Where it is not possible to talk by telephone 
with an a via tor and therefore not possible to be sure 
of his identity, letters to the local authorities are 
nevertheless drawn up but not presented until' the es­
caped aviator either arrives at the provincial capital 
and can be interviewed or is visited at some place of 
detention prior to reaching the provincial_ capital. 

At the present time, the provincial Military 
Governors have jurisdiction in all cases of civilian 
and military refugees of military age (20 to 40 years 
of age) until such refugees are taken over by some 
other branch of the go~nt or evacuated from Spain. 
As, however, the Mil~tary Authorities frequently r~t the intervention of the Civil Police, it is often nec­
essary to make representations to both Civil and Military 
officials. The cases of ~soaped aviators remain under 
the,jurisdiction of the local authorities until a repre~ 
sentative of the Spanish Air Ministry reaches the pro--- Vlli.c~a.r capnar with anoraer tu- take- Charge- of th~m­
and conduct them to Alhama de Arag6n whence they are 
evacuated to r,;l-ibraltar. 'rhe place of internment at 
Alhama de Arag6n is a comfortable resort hotel. 

Upon the release of an aviator to the Consulate 
General he is immediately _clothed and lodged and given 
the necessary instructi-ons. If the release is effected 
by an employee of the Consul!l,te General, the employe_e 
notifies this office by telephone of the time oS- the 
release so that a consular officer can visit the men 
personally at the earliest opportu,nity and see to their 
needs. The men themselves and the hotel owners- are in­
structed to te.lephone to the Consulate General if any 
difficulty arises while they are in a provincial town 
where there is no J?ermanent American representative. 

During the first six mo!\tha of 1944t it was possible to avoid' the imprisonment of American aviators in a~ost 
all cases arising in ·this district. In tlie few oases' .. ·­where Amerio_ans were imprisoned the Consulate Gener~.}. 'ob;.. talned their release at_ter not more than two or three -days after detention.- ! T . . . . '' . . -
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per'sonal attention and the daily visit of the consular 
effie er in charge of refugee matters. 

Civilian Refugees 
/ . 

Only one American civilian refugee came into this 
district-from France during the first six months ot 
1944. He was evacuated to North Africa andfhe intended 
to proceed to the United States from Casablanca. 

The Conrulate General's intervention was also nec­
essary in ma0 y cases of stateless refugees in order to 
make sure that such refugees received necessary police 
protection and to eliminate any possibility of thei~ 
being sent back to enemy territory. 

The Consulate General also followed the cases of 
refugees of any nationality whatever who seemed to be 
in danger of not receiving the necessary protection 
or of being extradited to enemy territory~ 

Cooperation with Relief Agencies 

Tile- Consulate General continues to mfrintafn close­
relations with the various consulates and other agencies 
in Barcelona handling refugees. In many cases of doubt­
ful nationality, it was possible to obtain assistance 
for refugees who had not succeeded by their own efforts 
in obtaining the help of any relief agency. The follow­
ing were the principal agencies with which this office 
dealt:_ 

1) Italian Consulate General: The ca~s of Italian 
refugees were handled by this Consulate General 

with ~ assistance of the French Red Cross and the 
Joint· Distribution Committee up until -the end of 1943 
when the Italian cases were turned over to the Italian 
Consulate General which received· funds for their main­
tenance from the National Catholic Welfare Board in the 
United States. There were frequent consultations with 
the Italian Consulate General as to the methods of dis­
tributing relief and as to the handling of i~dividual 
cases during the period under 'review. 

2) Office of.Amarioan Relief Organizations in Spain: 
. This office is located in: Madrid and admini~:~ters the 

funds of var2us lu!ericar{ relief organizati.Qns su~ as 
the Friends' S~r.vice Co~t'tee, _ NattQnal Catho.lic 

_Welfare - ·the Uhitarian· - a:nd the Joint· 
Dis tri -- · ttee~ ,I~ , the 'Joint .Distr~-
bution ts as ·_ ve> of the Office 
or .1\meriaaii . . . . Genaral 
is rre :t>y 

.with 
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~) United Nations Relief'and RehaMlitation Administration.: 
A representative of the UNRRA1 came from North Africa 

to Barcelona in c·onneetion with 't.b.e plan to evacuate refu­
gees from Spain tcr the Refugee''Ce.nter in North Africa. 
With his assistance, forms and instructions were drawn up 
and made. available to refugees who wished to proceed to 

'the Genter. In June 1944, a first group of approximately 
450 refugees left Barcelona for the Refugee Ge~ter in 
North Africa. The Office of Ame rio an Relief Organizations 
in Spain, assisted by the Joint Distribution Committee 
in Barcelona, handled the evacuation of this group from 
Spain. 

4) War Refugee Board: In June 1944 a representative of 
the War Refugee Board visited Barcelona and discussed 

the refugee situation at some length with the Consulate 
General and the Joint Distribution Committee. During the 
st~y of this representative in Barcelona it was possible·~-­
to show him in detail exactly how refugee cases were be- .. ,., 
ing handled and he expressed his satisfaction with the · 
methods now being employed. He was able to see for him­
self that every bona-fide refugee crossing the Pyrenee~ 
into Spain was taken in charge and assisted by .some · "· , 
consulate or organization. -

Acco:rdi-ng to this representative,- the interest of 
the War Refugee Board was centered especially in the 
question of the escape of refugees from enemy_ territory.­
Var ious aspects of this question were discussed with 
him and he was given information as to the way in which 
refuge-es in oc~upied territory finally reach' the hands 
of relief organizations in Barcelona. This highly con­
fidential matter has been discuss~d by the representative 
of the War Refugee Board with the Emj)assy and it is be­
lieved that the·Embassy has informed .ttte Department con­
cerning these discussions. The War Refugee Board's 
representative seemed well sat'isfied with the way in 
which the Consulate General had been a·oting as a kind of 
clearing-house for refugee-cases ot various categories 
and as a liaison office between relief organizations and 
the American Embassy~ 

· 5) Nat.io-nal Catholic Welfare Board: A rtp;leeentative of 
the" National Catholic Welfare Board came to Barcelona 

in June 1944 to revise the administration of relief for 
Italian refugees and- certain stateless refugees -of 
Austrian and ~erman origin. This representative has been 
in.close touch with the-Ccnsulate General which has 
assisted her in her investigations of indiV'!tiual ca·ses 
and in her relations with the Italian Consulate General 

c and the Joint Distribution Committee, both of which are 
administering funds prov~~ed by her board. 

Respectfully yours, 

. _( 
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'7ashin::;ton. 

2389, July 9, 11 
X 
Embr~ssy has bEE:. 

~ COMMUNICATIONS 
AND RECORDS 

:f~~~~~~,fDP~ 
REC 1 d 9 :·12 

of ForEign .~ff'Cirs thr~t Slc~JsEquEnt to rEcEipt of our 

notE 2110 of llay 11 liinistry instructEd Spanish 

EmbassiES in BErlin and Vichy to EndEavor to obtain 

rEturn to VEttEl pErsons rEportEd to havE _lJ.e-En 

transfErrEd to unknoon GErman Jrison but no positivE 

rEsults hnvE ns yEt bEEn rEporttd. DEpartmEnt's 1889, 

July -1, 3 p.n·. 

High officinl of l:Iinistry has also stn\-.Ed tho.t 

::ill Spanish cliplom::-tic and consulnr rEprEsEntativEs 

in arEas undEr GErman occupation or control including 

Hungary havE bEEn instructEd to rEndEr all poss~lE 

nssistc.ncE to JEws and othEr pcrscns in imminEnt 

dangEr of dEath or pErsEcution rEgardlEss of no.tionr~lity 

and that thEir Effcrts h['.VE bEEn responsiblE for thE 

saving of an unkno1"1n numbEr of liVES • 

Spanish GovErnmEnt has alrEady bEEn instrumEntal 

in saving from imminEnt dEportation to Poland 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

B,v & H. Parks Dat...!E.I?...l 3 1972 approximCI tE ly 
J) 
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-2- #2389~ July 9, 11 p.m., from l.Iadrid 

.I 
approximatEly 500 SEpho.rdic JEws r•ho havE bEEn 

o.llm7Ed to lEavE GErman concE ntrntion camps and 

procEEd to Spain·-o)j StrEngth of' C:ocumEntnt1on 

providEd by Spanish diplomatic arid consular 

rEprESEntativEs. Hajority of' thEsE pErsons havE . 
bEEn transfErrEd to FEdhnla cEntEr and Spanish 

GovErnmEnt is now nEgotiating with GErman GoVErnmEht, 

for similar rElEasE of' additional 160 SEphccrditEs 

togEthEr with group consisting of' approximatEly so· 

JEwish Rabbis and thEir familiEs. It is also 

coopErating with rEprEsEntativEs of' JEwish 

ore;ani£:atioris in TangiEr in Effort to bEing 500 

JEwish childrEn out of' Hune;ary to tEmporar1':UovEn in 

Spanish Morocco. 

Embassy has throue,hout End~avorEd ~o kEEP 

Spanish GovErnmEnt fully informEd as to ,attitudE of' 

UnitEd StatEs GovErnmEnt in thEsE mattE~s as sEt 

forth in numErous tElEc;rams from DEpartmEnt ilnd -~-/o.r 

REfU[lEE_Board and can rEport that·Spanish GoVErnmEnt 

itsElf appEaPs to bE sEriously concErnEd ove:r 

inhuman t:-Ers£cution of innocEnt pErsons and disposEd 

to coopEratE in thEir rEscuE. · 

RE-pEatEd to Lisbon by. ·couriEr. 

·'.VSB RR. 

",,, -. ,· 
,•· 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
-~ ~ 

;(,,/ 
. . Montevideol,_Uruguay -~-

Jury 6, 19'+1l- ~·:: .. ·~. 

l RES T-R~I CT--'-E o___:_,j J_f If_ 
7§1 . a_ 11 

o!~li'~'f!;!'iii:~I~Q~W-~~ = - J·,~~ 'rAA,}' 
Subject: -Transmission of Letter and Hfep~~c~~· 

from Uruguayan Consul formerly stationed 4;~ . -~ 
in Pamplona, Spain, refuting Criticism re- ·' . 
portedly voiced by Representative CELLER ·- .). 
in House of Representatives over "Failure 11 

·of Ambassador HAYES to aid Refugees· in 
Spain • 

... The Honorable 
~be Secretary of State, 
· Washington. 

Sir: 

I ha~e the honor to-forward herewith a letter. 
and report just received from Sr. Gabriel DE BIUHRUN, · 
Uruguayan Consul formerly stationed in Pamplonn, 
Spai'n, which he prepared after calling at the Embassy 
recently~ highly incensed over the remarks reportedly 
made by Hepreeentative CELLER in the House of Repre­
sentatives over Ambassador HAYES' 11 failure 11 to aid 
the refugees in Spain. Also forwa:t;'ded is .a copy. of 
the AP despatch published by !i·~ on June 23-~hich 
attracted Sr. de Biurrun 1 s attention and whicfi~aused 
h1m to prepare his report furnishing; information de­
signed to refute the claims attributed-to Repr~senta~ 
~ive Celler. _ 

'\ It affords me real pleasure· to forward this re-
'-•). port since Sr. de Biurrun was evidently in an excel­

·J'. lent positi_Qn .to judge the ·achievements of Ambassador 
~: ,, Hayes and his staff in assisting refugees entering 
· <· \ Spain over the French border and sino e' he has only . 

' words of the highest praise for our represenfatfves 
th.ere, · 

Sr, de B1urrun has declared not only in his let­
ter but in person that he has no obJection to his 
report being m~de use of'in any way the Department 

-oon@idere appropriate with a view to correcting .any 
unfortunate impression Repreaenta~ive Caller's r~marks 
may have made • · " · 

c 
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I 

o: 
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• 
Needless to say the ·Ambassador has taken occa­

sion to exnress. his annreciat1.on to Sr.:de Biurrun 
for his ereat kinciness in this matter. 

Respectfully yours, . 

For the Ambassador: 

· /losures: 
~c: 1. Letter from Sr. de Biurrun 

2. Report from Sr. de Biurrun 
3. AP despatch dated June 23,1944 

848 
710 
RBJrarnm 

To Department in single copy for Ozalid 
Copy to Embassy ,i1adrid 

--
·' 
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y pueda dar luz si fuere preoiso -en ~sta cuestion 
donde, junto con Mr. Hayes y las demas Embajadas 
Aliadas con m1 modesto c9ncurso, pusimos todo 
nuestro esfuerzo y corazon. 

Tengo el honor de nresentar a V.E. Se~or Emba­
jador el te~t1mon1o de mi mas alta y respetuosa 
cons1derac1on, 

lmm 

GABRIEL DE BIURRUN 
CONSUL 

Firmado Gabriel de Biurrun 

Consul del Uruguay en Navarra 

---

L 



Exm. Senor: 

Enol~!~ure no, 2 to desoatch 
no. ·- 6 dated July 6, 1944, 
Amert an Embassy, 
Montevideo, Urut,uay 

Al elevar a V.E. el presente Informe, me permito 
signifioarle que mi deseo es hacerlo en forma ·concisa, 
suficiente.para la finalidad que me anima, ya que 
cif.ras y detalle s, de so bra obraran en los a1 toe '' 
Organismos respectivos del Eatado, donde existen en 
eilte momenta ademas personas tales como Nr. Charles 
Mac Donald, en la actualidad en el Depl)rtamento de 
Estado, el que por au gran capacidad tecnica y alta 
autoridad moral y por haber colaborado con el Sr, 
Embajado:r; Hr, .Hayes en el planemniento y resolucion 

-de los multiples problemas que componlan el delicado 
y dificil asunto de los Refugiados- en Espana, habra 
dado a au debido tiempo informe y luz sobre esta 
grave cuestion. · 

En los ultimos meses del Ano de 1942, comenzaron 
a pasar la frontera los primeros Refug~ados y no 
existiendo en Navarra mas renresentacion Consular 
Aliada que el Vice-Consulado de Francia,~ comeiizo a 
preocuparse sobre ello el Con9ulado de uran Bretana . 
de San Sebas~ian y poco gPsnues la Embajada de Estados 
Unidos de America des.taco a Navarra yno de sus Agre- · 
gados Mr. Gilbert el que cinferencio con el informants 
pidiendome en nombre de au Embajada y de la de Gran 
Bretana, fuera au representante para el problema que 
comenzaba a hacerse tang~ble de loa Refugiados, con­
tando para ello· con la venia de mi Hinistro. 

Acente gun to so por crP.Or era un deber dfi cflridr·d 
Cristianfl. y de humnn_idRd el ncentR.rlo, a'\frlque nuncn 
nude oensnr pudier~ alcazar las prouorciones girantes 
que despues alcanzo. · 

Posteriormente volvio Hr. Gilbert con el Secre­
tario de la EmbaJada Mr.· Le Bondy planeamos las 
raedi9-as a tomnrse por si el problema se agudizaba, 
Visitamos a las H.utor-idndes a las que lea urenente y 
comence me labor, no Bin, antes pedir nl Vic~-Consul 
de Frnncia Sr. Lordn su ayuda, la,que,ofreciq incondi­
cional, aunque en un princ~p.io fue practicamente ne­
gative, a pesar de au mat;nifica buena voluntad, por 
negarse los Frariceses Rafuriados a que inte~vinier~ 
por t·ernor a que fuera afectGJ al Gobierno de Vl?hy;·· 

El primer problema serio llego pronto a la Vi8ta 
al r~cibir orden el Sr. Gobernador de Navarra de que 
tgdo R·efugiado que pasara la froqt<>ra._iri~resara en la 
Ca.rcel de Pa19plona; y en pocos diaa solo e mujeres 
hubo en la CRrcel unas cuarenta, ,alf;unas gra~des 
dama.s de la mas alta signi ficacion sociai de l' ran cia 
e Ingla.terra. 

Comienza. 
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·: Comienza Yl} el trabajo intense ·y de enlace de 
mi Reprerentacion con la Embajada Norte Amer~.cana 
pArticularmente, pues ella en un P,rincipio es la 
que ~leva el peso de la tramitacion y de la distri­
bucion de fondos los cuales fueron colocados por 
e!lta Embajada, en Pamplona en cAntidades suficien·tes 
y a mi nombre" 

La afluencia de Refugiados comienza a ser alar­
manta y los planes anteriores de organizacion tu­
vieron que ser modificados a fonda" 

La Embajada de Gran Breta\'\a envia tambien sus 
funcionarios" 

La Carcel ha llegado a su pleno; y l4r" Hayes 
trabaja ante el Gobierno Espanol para que modiflque 
su orden y puedan los Rerueiados trasladarse a 
Hoteles. La Embajada Inglesa secunda este trabajo 
valiosamente y se logr~ este justo deseo, aunque 
condicionado, a pesar, de las r,randes presiones 
de Alemania. 

A "todos se a tiende; se le~ d~ ropa a_lgs dil}tri­
buidoo en los Hoteles; oe.les paga su pension, medico 
y medicinas etc., se organiza todo y por ctienta de 
la Embajada Americana presidida por Mr. Hayes corren 
toda glase de gastos, mientras sus funcionarios 
benemeritos sin conocer un instante de tregua ni 
deccanso trA.bajan junto a mi vera ante aquel alud de 
Refugiados que paean por la Frontera perseguidos por 
las patrullas alemanas lo que hace qu~~uchos lleguen 
heridos mientras otros quedan muertos en la nieve 
del Pirineo • 

La Cruz Roja Francesa -en Espana, a cuya sornbra 
est~n los RenresentPntes del General De Gaulle 
estando en au direccion Monsenor Boyer NasJ me pide 
tambien los Represe.nte y as! mismo el Sr" !•linistro 
de Yugoeslavia lo que como es natural acepto" 

De acuerdo las Embaja~as Aliad~s, se comienza, 
como era Justo una nueva distr1bucion tanto en los 
enoi,'mes fondos que se gastan col)lo en la di·stribucion 
de xrabajo: cada Embajada,pagara a lqs euyqs y 
nrotegidos y se hace una clasificacion eeguR~las 
Patriae de los Refugiados. 

Mi esposa, la que deede el primer memento puso 
todo su entusiasno en mi ayuga lleva junto conmigo 
la oontabilidad y distr1bucion de fondos cada vet 
mas dific11 por e~ gran numero de capituios ~ atender, 
pero aun tenemos animos para rechazar la ayuda que 
en personal nos ofrecen las Embajadas y ~ay veces , 
que vemos amanecer hacienda cuentas, pero con alegria 
de trabaJa:r;:.cpor tan excelsa Causa. 

, . 
La Carcel, 
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La C~rcel, y los numerosoa Hoteles de Navarra 
~stan llenos. 

Cada Refueiado,recibe aparte ;de ser pagados sus 
gastos de manutencion y cuidados sanitarios, un 
hab~r seml}nal para sus gas~o·s personales, distintos 
segun estan en el Hotel, Carcel u Hospital, eEtan~o 
todos perfectamente atendidos, 

Su estPncia en el Hotel o Carcel, despues de 
veneer las Embajadas las grl'lTldf's presionPs ALemanRs 
sabre el Gogierno Espa~ol, depende segun sea su sexo, 
edad, si rue herido o prisionero, etc ••• 

El numero de Refugiados es ya abrumador, al 
extrema de que hubo momenta en que los funcionarios 
de la Policia de Pamplona que haclan las fichas de 
los Refugiados que acababan de llegar, pasaron 48 
horae sin dormir. 

Los Refugiados llee;aban clespues de una odisea -
por los montes perseguidos por las patrullas. 
Alerimnas, ~ incluso con perros al efecto .- en estHdo 
lamentable. A s-u llegada---se 1es----&-t-end~a culdadosa.." 
mente se curaban sus heridaa y_ se le~daban ropas y 
alimentos. 

Urgla entonces el grave problema de la Carcel 
donde llegaron a estar 1.200; hacinnd<;>s y durmiendo 
en el suelo. 

Planteado este grave problema; el que era avivado 
por la rapidez del paso de los Refugiad~s, ya que 
hubo dla de pasar I8o; ae pres en to en P'amplona ~1r, 
Charles i-;ac Donald, Deleeado de_ la Cruz Roja Norte 
Americana en la Ernbajada de J.\Rdrid. y es:tudiamos el 
citado problema y el que pudiera presentarse en el 
futuro procediendose in~ediatamente a la organi2aoion 
de este serio aspecto con tal celeridad y oon tal _ 
acierto que,a los pocos dlas dormlan todos J,os Reru8ia­
dos en la Carcel cada uno en au cama recibiendo v~res -
suf1oientes par~ au alimentaoion. 

Al efecto, rPcibl-el n~mero. neoesario de camlls­
tros· y varios camiones de viverP,s, formando' con e-stos 
un grand~ y bien organizado Deposito el que mae tarde 
se ampliode donde sem~nalm~nte se diatribul~ a cada 
Refugiado de la Prision, una cantidad fija por persona 
~e carne, leche, sopa en polvq, avena, manteca, jarabe 
de m~iz y una pastilla de jabon. 

De todo ello llevabambs contnbil\i.ad y controla­
bamoa ~emanalmente au entrega oon viei tas personal·es· 
a la Carcel. 

La cantidad y calidad de loa viveree era tan ex­
celente que . aus.oi tabe. envidia aun en las personas mas 
aoomodadas de la Ciuded, sujetaa a las reetriooiones 
al1mentic1as de Espa~a. 

La orgE;nizaoion 
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La organizacion era en lo que cabe humanamente 
perfecta, funcionando todo cual fue previsto y cada 
problema qu~ surj{a lo resolv!a peraonalmente si 
era posible, o en re],acion con las Emba:jadas, si 
era problema que habfa que aolucionar con las Auto­
ridadea Ministerialea de 14adrid. . .. 

Se lle.go hasta loa extremoa mas delicados tales 
como a los hiijos pequeijoa traidos por las Refugiadas 
y a los que nacieron en el ex111o, tuv1eron s;empre 
leche y cuidadoa necesar1os para au,manutencion y 
desarrollo, al punto que no fallec1o ninguno y se 
repusi eron todoi!--lle las-grandes penalidades sufridas .- >: 

Y hasta se llego a la gentileza de que cuando 
hubo casamientos entre,los Refugiados, que se cele­
braron varios, no falto en la comida de Bodas un 
detalle de oarte de las Embajadas que sirviera de 
matiz s1mboi1co en aquel dla feliz, rodeado de tantas tristezas. 

Pero en el fonda de aquel 1nsolito enjambre de 
Refugiados, puea por m1s manoa pasaron mas de 5.000, 
habla que hacer en au fol}do y a la vez un grande y 
grave trabajo que no podia salir a la superf1cie. 

gra el paso callado de las r:;raves noticias a·obre 
los diferentes aspectos de la guerra, oon sus secre­
tos militares, detalles planoa emplazamientoa, not1-
c1as de posiciones, Jeres de Guerra con m1s1ones secre­
tas, Aviadores Evadidos, gentes que a la llegada eran 
aparerytemente apacibles comerciantes_ que jl.ulan y que 
desguea conocida au personalidad eran pe~sonaa que 
habia que hacer llegar,a au impor~ante destino, a dar 
cuenta de au alta mision. . . 

. Y ai todas las Embajadas Al1adas prestaban !} 
tan grande asunto sus raayores atenciones, refiriendome 
en eate Informe a la Embajada de Estados Unidoa, 
pueato que ahara ge el~a ae trata, ~olo puedo decir 
que au organ1 zacion y au trabaj o fue mara.villo so. 

La presencia de persona de interes_ tan pronto 
como era seijalada ~or m!· a cualqui~r hora del· dla o 
de la no9he, recibia de ia Embajada inmediata reepuesta 
oon las ordenes debidas y ene~guida, lo mismo an plena 
·madrugada del invierno, con Io o mas grados bajo cero 
y temporal de nieve que en ~lena mediod!a con el calor 
sofocante del verapo ae ponian en camino para Pamplona 
y cuan_~as v1ces en mi casal U!1 poncha caliente en la 
estaoion fr1a o una limon~aa fresca en verano,era lo 
primero que tomaban despues de c1entoa de Kilometros 
de carrara deaenfrenada y penalidades sin cuento, 

Con 
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Con tan grave motivo y por haberse convertido~ 
Pamplona en el centro de mayor nctividad por los ~ 
fiefugiados y por este aspecto que er.tudiamos venlan 
continuamente el Agregado Militar de la Embajada 
Coronel Stephens, el Nayor Mr. Clark y el -Agregado 
Naval Mr. Guilmaud y otros. 

P·ero entonces habla que veneer otra gran difi­
cultad; y era la constante vigilancia de la Policla 
y la de la Gestapo; y eran verdaderos milRt:"ros J,oa 
que se hacian de habilidad y de astucla en la Carcel, 
en los Montes, en los Hoteles y donde fuera oreciso 
entrevlstarse con las personas que traian alguna 
inportante mlaion o.entrega de dooumentos. 

A esto debe anadira~ el servicio especial or­
ganlzado para la recepcion de Militares y Aviadores 
caldos en Alemania y Paises Ocuoados y evadldos 
despues~ los que se les atendla especlalmente hasta 
que se lograba por las Embajadas resnectivas tras­
ladarJ,os a lugar con venlente para ser repatr1Rdos 
despues. 

- Debo senalar en todo este gran trabajo.la mag­
nlflcacolaboraclon de Mrs. Steohena esoosn del 
Coronel agregado m1Litar y dama.Americana de pre­
clare tBlento y de una activldad rayana en el sac~i­
ficio, ~ue estaba en todo consolando, animando, vlai­
tando Ca;-celes, Hospi tales, Hot~les, Campos de Con-; 
centraclon, ayudando en la magnifica ·o organlzacion 
es tableclda por Mr-. Hac Donald, en los cuidados 
·sanl tarlos ]-reparto de v:!veres entre tantos miles 
de Refugiados. --Pues qien, Exm. Senor; en toda_esta magnlfioa 
organizacion en,pro de los Refugiados donde.en todo 
memento se palpo el resultado d~la pericia rectora 
junto con el enorme trabajo.y eacrificio de toda la 
Embajada de Eetadoe Unidos en Espana, fue Mr. Hayes 
su cabeza visible y el coordinador de aquella com­
plicadleima red de traba:joe, practicamente de tan 
felices resul tado_s. 

Y muoho tendrlamos que ·deoir de las veces que en 
. situaoiones grav:!simae, es la intervenoion personal 
de Mr. Hayes en union de su colega el Sr. Embajador, 
de Gran Breta~a, la que sabe v~noer la enorme pr~ion 

. alemanat salvando de la muerte segura a oientoo de 
Refugiaaos. · 

En los meses de Harzo y Abril de I9l.J.3, Alemania 
con animo de iiJVIldir a Espafia, 'o de ejeroer unn de­
finitiva presion sobre ella, desplpgaba en la frontera 

-un inusitado alarde de fuerzas junto con una oantidad 
formidable de material. 

Todos 
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Todos los que·alll vivlamos pensamos y temimos 
a una invasion cierta. 

Par entonces se or[anizaba el prime£ convoy de 
envio de Refup;iA.dos para Africa, los que a mi salida 
de Bspa~a estaban ya organizados y en marcha. 

Habla ya dos grandee barcos nreparados nara 
recibir a los Refugiados de acuerdo entre las Emba­
jadas AliadBs y el Go9ierno Es>Jaf'iol, cwindo el 
Embajaclor Alem11.n -aidio al General Franco ostensible 
ayuda en-numero considerable para la Division Azul, 
de la gue hRf'ta entoncer, habla prer-tado, a lo que 

--se nego el GenePal Frnncn; contestando entoncps el 
Embajador Aleman que a su vez ellos no consentlran 
el paso ,del convoy de Refugia.dos ya prenarado; y en 
efecto este no tuvo lugar. 

Continuaron las uresiones Alemanas a la vez que 
aumentaban el numero de fuerzas en la Frontera y -­
ecta vez lo~raron del Gobierno Espaf'iol una medida 
insolita, contararia al Derecho Interrtacional r nl 
Derecho de Gentes: El cierre de la Frontera al oaso 
de los Refugiados. -

Yo tuve la fortuna de enterarme de esta medida 
en el momenta en que reciblan de HRdrid las Autori­
dPdes de Navarra la arden de dicha brutal disposicion. 
Inmediatameryte avise a la Embajada AmericFtna y pocas 
horas. despues Mr. Hayes, con el Sr. Embajador de 
Gran Bretaf'ia y el Sr. Nuncio de s.s. conferencitiban 
con el Sr. l•1inistro de Relaciones Esnaf'iol·. Alll 
me consta que Mr. Ha~es uso de toda su ~ergla oersonal 
para deschacer tan barbara mPdida y en'efecto, dentro 
de las 24 horas de haberse dado la orden de cerrar la 
~rontera al paso de los Refugiados, se dio contra 
orden, evitRndo la muerte se~ura de varios cientos de 
Refugiados que se encqntr11ban en los Nantes y que sin 
salida hubiera sido facil pAra los Alemanes a:Jresarlos 

_Y fusilarlos desDues gomo b,acian con los que detenian 
a su paso. 

Me permi to hncer presente a V .E. que s1 .sen~tlo 
aqu{ notlcia como la que indico,. es par que yo la 
sabla, no t>or l.os funcionarios de las Emb~tJndas. los 
que en todo momenta guardaban la mayor discrecion la 
que yo nunpa trate de quebrllntar, sino por se~ de 
fuentes mias prgpias, debidas a que de~de el mom~nto 
en que yo acepte fil cargo que desempef'ie, movilice todas 
mis amistlldes de confianza, deode los guardas de lns 
selvas de El Irati- en la Frpntera por m1 conocidos, 
hasta las que ae encontraban en los mas altos medios 
sociales, pnra.redundnr en bien de ln obra humanitaria 
que emprendiamos, 

De todo 

___ .. 
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De todo ello se desorende Exm. Senor, la falta 
de bl}se que asiate a Mr. Emanuele Celler en la acu­
sacion que acaba de hacer contra el Exm. Sr, Embajador 
Mr. Hayes de haber sido remiso y haber demostrado 
mingUn interes por las vidas y problemas de los Refu-

.· giados en Espana, 

Mas no dudo de que si el contradictor de Mr. 
Hayes conociera aunque solo fuera el fondo de este 
sintetico Informe y es hombre de buena y leal volun~ 
tad, sera el primero en presentar a Mr, Hayes, au 
homenaJe de.resneto y reconocimiento por la acertada 
y magnifica labor al frente de la Embajada de EstRdo.s 
Unidos en-Espana. ~ 

Y nor considerarlo de extricta y elemental jus­
ticia y-eatimar ser yo unns de las personas canaci­
tadas para ello, precisru:Jente por el CIJrgo representa­
tive de las Embajadas AliRdas que ocupe y a las que 
nada me une de rPconocimen to rua terial, pues de ell as 
no recibl retaune~aci~n alguna par mi trabajo y ella 
honda satisfaccion de haber colaborado con ellas 
el pro del Bien· y del verdadero Derecho· Humano, e;s 
que hoy en plena libertad, sin conaP.Jo ni coaccion 
de na.die, deliberadamente y por me prooia voluntl'd

1 Pxtiendo el presents Informef en la Ciudad de 
.Montevideo a 28 de Junio de 944. 

GABRIEL. DE BIURRUN -
Firmado Gabriel de Biurrun 

Consul del Uruguay en Nav~rra 

Exm. Senor 

EmbaJador de los EstRdos Unidos de America :.. Nontevideo 

lrnril 
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utent neoeellaJ'F Ull'ftl}snt .Latin AaWlea. oae ~laoo reulu ln vhlell the 
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\o oeoperate Ia l~leacntlDB \be lreel4eat 1e polloi' vltb roapeot to reface&BI 
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All\di!A4ol' hat aot \leea "-••4 n the pel'naaU.UH laYol.-..t lNt "JJCIJ' ble 
l'~fttllll aoavtll!tl that tlul Jloar4 really 4ooe net l!e&tl taU Uu I'GJ!I'eaeftt.• 
ttoa la lpata. 

. \, M\a .. ador ~~ bat rehee4 to ti'&11Mlt to aD Atter&-.a nll.t 
e,..at .. tln~ la lpala a lloena~ \3 oarrr oa relief And e¥aoaat&oa .etlY&tlet 
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*"oul4 \e 1011p11bt1 lmrle4, Ia otbu woll'41e .... llQ"~ta •••• to t .. l t!ld 
due tile ftov of ••,....•• ...,. • ., the bo•t• llaa paetthl\r et~et aaa 
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1~ ~U7 01' \111JUU7r a fall'lJj wl4eqfta4 llllpeaeloa hal al'ieen la 
tbla eolUltiPJ' that Allbuu&Jr ~· l8 JJOt =eane41y flllll8theUo 
with tilte CloYU'Ueat1 a .Uo••• .to !'HOlle I' •• partiOIJlaJ>ly ~~ 
lfln., 111'14 ~at OJ.POl'"-Ulea to aaYe 1l ••• are betac l.oet u a Nnl t 
of thl1 attltade. 

a. tlbl.le JiaFee IIIli' ha'" beq guide& lD hla actioa ta retvcee ma\Ul'a 
bT ll8aJ' conataerattoaa which could ut be hperte4 la hla oablea. the 
lloal'l, Ueelf, b contuea ae to llltp•' l'eal attlt\tde la the matte~'. 
T.,- fl'aDklv, the raatoae etatet by Hale• fol' ~tot taklaa Ul'\aln ao\lon 
Hquea\94 of 1il11 by the llelP'd have, Ia 118J1V oaeea, ao\ beea QOn'flnolDg. 
!he BouA h ••' arutloue to an8J'tala the Mal teeia of the oaae tor 
Ua owo blfol'lllatloa a4 BUldaDOe 1114. SrleofiiiJ' •• poeelble, tort the 
pupo1e of olee.rtng up IDl' ml.81»14wetenatng in the matter vh10h ~ 
eld.et la \he mbda of the pu.blta, F••• and pl'l't'ate qtiii!Glet. 3. It l.s pe.S'tieularly blpoi'\SI.\t to aDIWII' the fo1io'llb8 pointe vhlah 
reaat.n without aatbfaotoq upleaat10ll \l!lOD u.e. bath of the reeol'd 
to datil 
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when compared w1 th the plq gS. ven to U by eu Other 4lploat to 
mleet.ons vat~ rtclleulou.e!T lt!attea aad IM£feottn. It W0\\14 
eeem that a JleJ'titll. tully OOBftlliMO of the Oovel'llllot'• polloy ud 
Qlll)athetto w1 th U, would have realtaed the peat el61llft.oanoe 
ot the statem.at m4 ww14 have mate a l!llloh pe&hr effort to 
._f.Dg home lto ei&atttoanoe to the fl.panteh Oow.mmant IIDd the 
Spanish Peopl•. !'hts vas effeottvely done 1n other neutFal oounutea ~ other ambaasa.dore~ · 

ibe only jueUftoatton of Hayes ntm-aotton in this regard "•• 
to etii!D hom hie opinion that our other 4ealbgs with &gala wu14 
have boon preJUdiced by montlodng r&tupe mattel'a. 1\ seems to 
the Board that la no event would a frank ••lanaUOD of ou;r 
humantta:rlen poU.oy have lntuferea w1 th other dealings wUh the 
Spanish Government. h err, event thl.s ,juettfloattea, U U .Vu 
extatl41 certalnl;y 4ld not Blwa,ye have the nme potenoy, M4 th81"e 
must have been oocas:tone 'llhen a pnHDtatlon of u. s. polloy oa 
reiugeee w.uld have been .appropriate Md etf'eottve. 

Mr. llqea appuantly 4oft. not take the poeUtoa that the lpeatsh 
Oovemment hae done -..17thlmg poaelble to &lloo~e the enU, 
of ret\lgeea into Spain, altho\18h he 4oee atate that eo tv as he 
knove no atepe have bean takea aotuallf to ketrp p80ple from CIJ'OselDB 
the bo1'48Jt. .Ao a l!latteF of faot, there ue lltUI7 laatoattoae that 
the Spanish OovOl'llllleat, tu from betllc CIIHferatS.,, U. been moat 
WlO()epwattve b stefu&ee •*'••· (We ••t -.Ja48. the question 
of bench re~eea vhtoh ia¥Olve4 o\her ooael«.tnllont). J'Q 
Qa~~plo, the 4etalle4 l'&poJ't ol representattwe ef the hltade 
who vteltet Spain llllkee U olear that tht fpaateh t16YUDaellt hae 
oonUnually done m1187 thlnge to make the lhee of l'ef11«eee la 
Spatn unbeuable. lfonover, thue te a repo•t llroa a ftlllable eovoe 
(the Belden a.vel'lllleat la !lzlle) that the I!Jg!Ulf.eh Oovel'JIIIsat hu 
~tuallf f.m.pe4e4 the ent17 of refuseea lllto s,..ta. It •••• 
peiifeauy oleu that a 1111)1'8 ftWoaoabiil attUuae oa ~ PiU't of flbe 
S,mt.eh Oovernmsat would' have lllpwve4 ead et&11 wu14 illpi'Ove the ••lucee elflllaUOD ln Spala. It t.a not clear to the~ tJW 
rm elfol't by Rape to lnduee ftOh a -.re f!WIOI'able attitude u 
8\lgSeet.a. Ia arm, oab1ee bT the lolU'd would 1D !181' way have -OOIIQ)lt• 
cated ol' b!pabet 6V 1'81atlone with 81Jala ellloe 0111' ••••• Wu14 
have be81l 'batlet pw•r Oil haluitulaa po11114f • 

• :!r..=lt'ld."":/!:fifa:Jfii-~ 'he.."L;!:'' 
attrl'bo.tee thl , .. , ... the aU' -.a. of • ~· * •• the 
-tude, he doee Heo81Jl" ~t· oDly a 1111'1 ~e tt ••h&M• 
.... , .......... ., ... 0011 •••o• sa the , ... ~ lltathe. fat 
he bat IIPP~•UF falle& tlthu Nlr to e~Jit•• the •eaeou tor 
thb taot or to ooopuate &a the onl.7 aYaUable -..vea · te• 
lllOJ'eaet~ag 'he flow. 



Oae obYtne W¥ to tnorea.ee the 1l'lllllbu eatutag Spaln la to 
do ~ po .. lb1e to taclll tate olall4ea\t.ae •b'r bvs 
lrance to SpalJl. lbla \he Bu:l4 has att8111pfle4 to ~ 
flbroqh tke uoea.t,as of HpUtabl• pri"tate toefllgM OS'&Snlnttoo • 
...,... hau aotholy oppoH4 thb etfpt. laay of the reaaoae etate4 
tor hie oppoa\Uoa appeal' !'ather aebalou. ror ~1 .. the .ag­
pnt&!l that the boreaae of H1'qee uattso 11'0Ul.d }mill t the 
hnlslls to set aon ttBftte lato Spalll appeaJ's sollevbat r1410111ou 
&a view of tile lal'C8 dtplt~~~a\J;o and aon-Uplo-tto Oermaa SHUp lD 
Spain ead the re1atbe fetlll .,_ of GOIIIIIGD.leat!otl aa4 traawporta­
\ioa between Spata ead Genaa-Cioeuple4 teft'U0'7'• 

the most co..,_lltq arCUlldt of ..... at leut oa Ue taoe, 1t 
the 1118PBtl01l that laoreued ref\18H baffto lllgbt _.... ~ 
HeOlle of aUld .Ul taq poraeanel. If ..._. thie le a HJ'toue 
_,, .. 8ll4 the hud. bae oonaletatly ladloate& that 1iil4U DO 
otr011111atencea a!lou14 Hfqee re.-. op.ratlone be peralttd vhl:oh 
have thle etfeot. Jfqea telle the Boal'd that t.t t. a.•aMt 
te CSaftJ on aay IIIWih r~ e't'BOUatlont vl tboU\ bteriutaa dtll 
alllteq l'ellftea. The Bo1!1'1'1. Jwl aot !'ehlTIIA floea .,_. o1' flroa 
other eouroee an explnDAfllon ot oJitt thta la aeoee181'U.r 10 S1l4 
wb7 the retusee baftto oam10t be te,parate4 boa the llllll~ 
tl'aft!o. ID 8lll.7 event, eo tar ae the Boal'4 hae beea Woael, llqee 
has llade ao efton to teteftdae whether WI'• ana aee.r&e can be foud 
to'l! ee orgaaldag Hfagea baffle. Ia 'ftw of \hte CloYema•t•a 
re1Qee pottoy., lt eeeme ln«ltJpeaable that. before olodlll thla 
channel of eaYSDg refUseee a Dal'eftal 8Za111b&Uon be aaa of ·a11 
poealbUUlee. 'l'he pJ03eot cutataly ebo'Cll4 aot-ifitlblr 'lle 4t81dueel 
upoa the ae~U~~ptloa that ·~• ttaftto vlU atouUeallJ M4 
a4e all eb'cUetrmoq Sntm••• w1th ralllUJt' tnftlo. A otesr 
uadarahndt.q of aa4 IIJIIP&th7 vUh tlle Pretl4•t•e policy vou14 .... 
to 4S.etate eomethlae 1101'1 tho &UtoaaUo mc»d tlon to opel'atloma 
whloh have baa faciU tate& 'bt the Bout Ia a etto&tt te kaQ open 
o:aa of· the .,.., few Hllatalog ~~ .fol' .aa'flli8 the llTee of llmooent 
people. 

Aaotber posotble aeaat of laoruelng the llov of re.tageee IJ'Oil 
hanOI Uto llpala• dt,SIIIted 111 Ba:ya.· hilatelf ae lla!'ly ae Je1mlaq II, 
cppsn:aUl" 11u eot bee oanld tenud. Jlap• naeate& tbat \he 
llpadeh Oo'fUD~H~at oou14 beet opl4lto ilia Hl ... tt of refageea 'f 
4U·eou, _,1'0a6iq \he ~ ,...,.._, ltteil with aa otfu to 
pllftt batS\ tdsae to CtUflh ~·•• . a. far aa the JoaN kMva, 
Rape baa tlllka u aottlla atuc thla U.ae, al~ tta. le.rt lwl 
npeate&Jf' ..a. l t cleu to h1l!l that hi! oan ad'lln the l»aaleta 
8o•mm•t tbat ..,.. ... entmas.,lpata vU1 be taka eltewlltH aa& 
tbat \1le ltul vau. ... fbaaolal anang•••• to• the ••• of 

· retacen 11blle Ia lpala. ~a penoa a~ ea4 vaa 
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Ia QII.P&\JlT vUh the !loar4'e progl'lla would hnve followed thts end 
nay other etmUar poeet\111.,.. lhs laatftottona gi1'11!l br the Board 
vue hl'\atDlT bfta4 ~ to autbololae euoh actioa. 

On the bue teoor4 there Ol'fl lft4loattoae that, fo» reasons not 
&Urely app8l'e!lt, llapa doea ut 4bln te lnorean the auber ot 
•efUB ... entertag s,a1a ea4 ablplJ" mbee to UC!_1lldate the llllall 
ref'qee bual.neee ta IJpata 1ly .,......., the •d-oaeea DOw there to 
Otbel' .-eaa. a.,.a et\hol' oeaeet.-. ef the-refugee l»''bla ODlJ' 
as a relief ~&atteJ' or 48ee aot deetre the enu, &f mon Hiugeea 
oa the theo:rv that W.a deallllga wUb the lpanlartla on other matlers 
ldgbt be GGB~plloah& b-.e of nppo..a oppostUoa of that 
Oovemmaat to nfuge .. , •• '••••• ol :aea ....,.,... CI4Nle&leeUeae. 
In oi th&l' event, .,.... aot-toaa ao ... b1tlloah - UJl4noet&BdiaB 
et tM 1'881 elsalttoanee of \hta O.vel'llllleat' a refUgee PGltoy aa 
eatabltllhe4 bJ the heal4eat and the Nlatln Upol'taaee of ·111$ 
poUq. ., 

.ltlau~ :::Jr!:&ft~C:Ueat.net::::::.:rtt\1:!~,.,. 

.,.. • ., rjf!Mtt treUlq iii1;1i!iil~pata. Behne repeat-e41J' l.natoatcd 
that DOthia& •n la aee4el la lpala thaa Ul.e ...U. relt.et etan 
aw CJ))U'at-tac uadu the npemeto!l of lltckuetatt. Blla lporee 
completelF the queeUoa ot hlfte. Dqee• 'Gilwlllf.qa"a to have 
BUokenatatt eat q Nl•tllte repreal'lltlhtlft of the loar4 ladloatee 
01 th61" a lMJt: of 111l4eretanllf.ag ot the :p~e~- or u uavtlltqaeu 
to h&'t"l l t epae4 ,.. 

Rape' laeleteaoe oa the &li'I!IU@lbt ocmtralbatton of all ret\J&ee 
aativhlea uale• :lllehaetatt aa4 hle IPIBMilt 'llhlllbpeea to 
haft prbate IF~ OFB&DbaUou op_erate &Otl9'81J' Ia ~!gala alee 
aeema to l.ndloate dtheJ' 1ael: of .__daa4laa or lilliE of QIIP&th7. 
Bares aq eMil! to .,._tit, thle 1b1Uattoa ot ••ftacae re1011e a4 
&Otlt9'lty ..... cnade of ..... , .. to Oloi'IUaate 811.4 therebr 
f&OI.lUate opuatloae and al .. baeaae ot a nppoee4 e\lleott.cm b7 
the Spaat.lll ao....._, to the adliUtanee ot o\hu HprollentaUYea. 
Bowweio, the •""•• taot that ao dna1tlo .,.,_.. epenUoaa uoe 
•• betq Gaft'lel oa t.D 8f&la Oftua eoae baeh tor t.atertq that 
Bares deee at a..u,n '- ha't8 all IIOIIIbUUlee 4lllllont ..a 
lalploU... lbl1 JOieibiltt.p &e 1•t •• nppt."" l7 the r:..U. 
Sa...,.rate atta.ate ~ bJ Eafe• tl)ft lleqc.wa flll4 Mwvt.. ID 
the .... of a.-. lttfee' oou••• ua at oa1y uctoou•tea 
and t8lllWila, bat •• IUOa•t.•••• with otbu &CCIO'Gilta boa 
IPelt:able IOUHe t.aolutba the M•ie. Vpoa the 'bule of Pleae 
faou It ta 4lfft.cnaU to aYOt4 the late:Hiloe that llap11 uta 
btereat h to lrr"f •ett&w op.-aUO.. u lUll •4 M&tatS, OQti'OUel 
u poad\ll rathe:r thaa to a,ltl\ •• M1 :ptldbllt.tlea tf ,.._ 
u a tlaaeU potat tar ta9111c the Une of •efl&e•• 1tw Ia • ..,. hmtur. 
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(d) \!.'he dtffienl.g pt undQratrmdW llueo' attitnd! and the 

l8§10ft8 admoed by hilll 1.1 Jnoreased when the op!!l'&tionl pi' tl\9 
llogd thAAua;h American diplpmatiq rgreuenta\lua ln othe,r 
aeutJ:al com\flee it e!f!l!!tnea. Our amhe1ndors and mtnlsters 
ln furkey, Sweden, Svttzerland and Portugal have oertainlJ' 1'8014 
many poll tloal and eoonPIIIlo problema &I difflcul t as those faoed 
by Ambaseador Hayes, and ye11 they have not only clearly understood 
th1e Government's refugee policy but hava made 1t clear to the 
Oovemmenta to which thq are aoorCIIH.ted. '!hey have ln oer1lain 
oasea requested and obtained from the OovUillllata to which the:r 
are accreti ted action more onerous and bul'deneome than trut which 
HB¥ee ho.e bean asked to ob1lain from the Spanteh Government. 
Some of these Govemmentt lnoldentall.y would, U ehould be as~. 
be lese motivated b:r 'humanitu.rtan oenolderatlon than the Chr1~1~ 
Ooveii'I1Dien11 ot Spain. Our 41plomatto repreeentatbes in theee ' ~,\_ 
oountl'ioe have on thelr ow account, and ln certain cases ~t '\ 
reoelvlag detailed enggestlone trom thle Government, auch as ¥ere~'"-" 
given to H&¥es, explored fully all poeelb111t1ee in thelr area 
for eavlng the Uvea of ref\lgeee ln ODO!Q' terrltol'y. 'lb.ey have 
aooperated 1108\ full;r with priva'e organhatiene and thOJ' have 
fao111 'a ted olan4ee,lae operatiOJle lllhlch have reaul 'ed in the 
saving of Hvee. Without incn:ls'l'lag the d1epleamre of the IUIIltru.l 
governments to which they are acoredi ted they han 4one mlllll' 
\hlnge vhtoh llqes has ref\u;ed to do. 
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The Board is prepared 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

i I I 
To finance reception centers for refugees which the 
Spanish government might agree to establish, and 
otherwise to assure the support of refugees while in 
Spain. 

To assume responsibility for the speedy removal from 
Spain of refugees, especially of stateless refugees 
and those not under the protection of any government. 
To enco~age the vo~tary movement of refugees to 
Camp Lyautey near Fedhala in North Africa and elsewhere; 
if necessary, to effect the removal of refugees from 
Spain on a compulsory basis. 

To appoint a full-time representative in Spain responsible 
to the U, S. Ambassador, with authority to carry out 
the Board's policies and program, to aid in the rescue, 
transportation, maintenance and relief of refugees, and 
to assist American, foreign and international agencies, 
both public and private, operating in Spain in this field. 

In order to encourage and facilitate a greater flow of 
refugees from France, to tinanoe, maintain, and super­
viae three rece~tion centers to be established near the 
Spanish border {perhape at F~BUeras, Murillo and Tolosa), 
eo ae to reduce to a minimUm tbe time during which the 
refugees would be on the hands or the Sr-nish author­
itiesJ to staff theee oenters either with employees of 
U. S. Government or with representatives of private 
American welfare agenciee, whichever prooed\.lre is 
preferred iocally. Refugeee would be directed _by 
Spanish authoritiea to proceed to neareat reception 
oamp who would provide them with travel permits valid 
to that point only. From the centers, the refugees 
would be moved on to North ·Africa with a minimum of 
delay. 

BAkzin:jp 
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COVERING SHEET 

1 and 2: "With the object of establishing a moving belt 
which will carry refugees from occupied areas 
through Spain to refu&e elsewhere, the follo~~~~ 
concrete proposals have been agreed upon by the 
Board. (l) In view_ of t.b· establishment of a 
camp in North Africa which is ready to r ecei ve 
refugees, a subatantic.l number of refugees now 
in Spain can be moved to such camp and tr.e transfer 
should be facilitated. {2) In order to take 
care of new refugees, particuLarly stateless 
refugees r,nu those lacking the protection of 
their governlllent, whu will arrive in t.f.ejfuture 
and to effect their remuval from Spain on an 
involuntary basis if necesuary, the Spanish 
GoVernment should be asked to maintain recep-
tion camps in which futl.lre arrival:.s v.~ll live. 
As a basis- for obtaining tho necessary action 
by the Spanish Government. they shol.lld be advised 
(•0 that thE> War Refugee Board will make the 
nee~ssary arrangements for financing the main­
tenance of the CMipS in Spain and the support 
of the refugees, and (b) that the iiar Refugee 
Board will assume responsibility for. rom•.ving 
as rapidly as possible from Spain t~ stateless 
and unprotected refugees in the camps, emphasizing 
that arrangements are presently being made for 
the prompt removal from Spain of a substantial 
number of such refugees to the camp already 
establisbe.:i in North Africa. In this con:.ection, 
the recent evacuation of refugees to raiestine 
ma.r also be _recalled." 

Draft of cable to Madrid, sent to State Feb. 10, 1944 
Also see State's 463 to Madrid Feb. 181 1944.-

"Yiar Hefugee Board wishes to make clear to you 
that Camp Lyautey will not be the only haven of 
refuge to which rerug~es c,\0 be removed fr..QDl 
Spain. The Board is c~.Lrrently carrying on nego­
tiations for other havens, and you should aasllllle 
and ~ advise the Spanish Government that all 
refugees entering Spain from occupied areas will 
be taken on to uther places." 

Draft of aable to Uadrid, sent to State March 20, 1944. 
See alae State's 799 to lladrid, of llarch ;:3. 
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"The Board proposes to appoint •••••••• represen­
tative of the American Friends Service Committee 
in IAa.drit:l, as the Special Representative of t.he 
Board vd.th tho designation by the DeJ•artment all 
Special Attache to the Embassy on war refugee 
~~&tters, 11 

"You shoulci advise ....... thats 

(a) He is charged with the duty and responlli­
bility of carrying out the Board's policies and 
program in Spain; 

(b) He is responsible to the Ambassador and 
should discuss his activities and problems with 
him regularly and fully; 

(e) He shall work with and give all possible 
assistance to public and private agencies opera­
ting in Spain in this field regardless of Vlhether 
such crgani.za.tions are Americ,:n, foreign or inter­
national; 

(f) He 11hall develop and assist in the develop­
ment of programs and implementation of measures 
for the rescue, transportation, mai~nance and 
relief of refUgees", 

Draft of cable to Madrid, sent to State Feb, 161 1944, 
Also see State's 530 to Madrid, Feb. 25, 1944. 

"The Special Attache to your Embassy would super­
vlse under yoa all the Board's operations in 
Spain, including the establishment and maintenance 
of refugee camps. He will have assigned to him 
a small staff which might include Transportation, 
Supply and Finance Officer. It is pllllll1ed that 
the attache and his immediate staff base ·their 
operations in Madri4·· In addition to the lladrid 
staff, should the volume of refugees so warrant, 
it is proposed that up to three reception centers 
be established along the Franco-spanish frontier. 
Each of these centers would have a supervisor 
po88eesing ax;perience in refugee work. Each 
supervisor would likewise have a small staff, 
At least one Medical Officer and possiblp a 
-u nursing staff would also serve at each 
of the centers." 

·' i 

,,t ' l>;: 
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"It is tentativel; proposed that reception centers 
be established at Figueras, Murillo and Tolosa 
(or such other localities as may be agreed upon) 
as points readil:' accessible to all who cross 
the Pyrenees. The Board considers it desirable 
that these ce=<ters should be in frontier zones 
rather than in the interior of Spain for the 
following reasonu: 

(1) The r,earness of the centers to tlw border 
would reduce to a minimum the time during which 
the ref,;gees would be on the hands of t-he Spanish 
authorities." 

"It is proposed that t:w frontier officials and 
police authorities direct the refugees to the 
centers, providing them with pe:rwits to travel 
only from the point of apprehension to the nearest 
center, We hope that th~ retugeea will oe ad­
vised by the Spanish officialll that their ;Jresenc~ 
in !pain will be tolerated only so long liB the;y 
conduct themselvea in accordance with thia.pro­
gram. After arrival at the centers, it will be 
explaine~ to the refugees that the Spanish author­
ities have released them into the care of -~ cen­
ters." 

"The refugees would be kept as far as possible 
out of the principal population centers, ;Jar­
tioularly Madrid. It is felt that the remoteness 
of the proposed centers would minimize attention 
to the ,,resence of the refugees in Spa.in. ,. 

"The l!ocat.ion of the centers near to the frontier 
would permit clos~ cooperation between their 
staffs and Spanish frontier officials, The refugeea 
would remain iri the reception cw1ters only so long 
as is necessary to assure medical officers timt 
they were in physical condition to tJ-avel, to 
permit preliminar;r security screening and to pro­
vide refugees with t.he necessary travel documents." 

"The Board would appreciate your recommendation 
-whether it would be more practicable for the per­
sonnel of the centers to be known to the Spanish 
Government as offioialr.employees of the United 
States Government or ao emplo;yees of private 
American welfare agrvices.• 
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"It is proposed that border off1ciala and police 
authorities in the frontier zones direct the 
refugees to the reception centers and PDOVide them 
with a safe conduct pass valid only for travel from 
the point of apprehension by these authorities to 
the nearest reception center. At the time of 
iosuance of these safe conducts, it is hoped 
that the Spn.nieh Officials nill advise the refu­
gees that their presence in Spain will be tolerated 
only so long as they remain in that countr:' pursuent 
to tlots program. Cn arrival at the reception cen­
ters, the officers there would E!Kplain to the 
refugees that the Spanish 2.uthuri ties have re­
leased the refugees to their care." 

Draft of cable to Madrid, sent to State llnrch 20, 1944. 
_Also see State 1

1l 799 to Madrid, l!arch 23, 1944. 

IAkzin:jp 4/12/44 



OBIGINAL TEn' OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

y' 

American Emb;;zoJy, Maclr id 

J'ttly 3. 1944 

1887 
X: 

CONTROL ~OPY 
r v 

The Governments of the United States and Great Britain 

have agreed that in furtherance of their joint policy to use 

every means available consistent with the successful prosecu­

tion of the war to bring about the rescue of the victims of 

German persecution in imminent danger of death a joint approach 

should be·made to the Sp~ish Government. in the sense of the 

following: 

QUOTE The Governments of the United States and Great 

Britain are appreciative of the assistance already rendered 

by the Spanish Government to refugees who have fled from German­

controlled Europe as the result of persecution on account of 

race, religion, or political belief. The Governments of the 

United States and Great ~itain believe, however, that if the 

persecuted minority groups still remaining in German-controlled 

Europe have further assurances that, if they are able to make 

their way to neutral territory, ~hey will be received and their 

minimum material needs provided for until such time as they can 

be moved onward to other havens of refuge or repatriated to 

their homeland, the rescue of still greater numbers from 

inhllman 

DECLASSIFIED 
&t.ata Dept. Letter, 1-11· 7 2 

By R. H. Parks Date S£P 1 3 1972 ( 
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. :' ...... OPPreso1on m1sht be :;;octod. It ouch assurancso oro 

. not forthcoming, it is feared that the death toll among the 

persecuted minority groups will continue to increase. 
' The Governments of the United States and Great Britain 

in furtherance of thel,r Joint policy to use every available 
'· 

means consistent with the successful prosecution of the war to 

bring about the rescue of victims of German oppression in 

imminent danger of death, appeal to the humanitarianism 

of the Spanish Government in behalf of these persecuted persons . 

in the hope that the Spanish Government will find it possible to 

adopt an even more liberal policy than heretofore as regards 

the reception and temporary care of refugees from German­

controlled Europe. 

The Governments of the United States and Great Britain 

wish to assure the Spanish Government that for their part they 

will be glad to arrange for the provision of such additional 

food and other supplies as may be required to meet the added 
.,/ 

burden on Spanish resources resulting from the temporary care 

of refugees, as well as funds if needed. The Governments of thB 

United States and Great Britain wish further to assure the Spanish 

Government that they will maka every effort to arrange for the 

onward movement to other havens of refuge of suoh refugees as 

may be received by Spain. UNQ.UOTE 

You are requested to concert with your British colleague 

who is expected shor~ly to receive instructions substantially 

in the sense of the above. 

Similar 



J,:.~ 0 0' ~ ~ ... ·;:::! 0> -ar 1 ~~ 
..Q ~_, q ~ <!> 1 '~V "' 14 (!> 

' "' 0 Q, 
;;_;. r.•. '§ "' :.:.\ H' <, 
•:to )-;::~;_;_~. C" (:.i-

~ 
..-) (.J 

{=· ._, ,..,. 
~., c 8 
(c ~-~· \. 
'!· 

(; 

'-_,. .. ~~ 

~, i· 
c 

;:,-· --

SWedish, 

80 II !.l'. \ JUL ~:· i 






























































