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THE FOREIGN SERVICE - s
OF THE : s
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

7
AMERICAN LEGATION

848/ICO/MET Stockholm, Sweden
My 16, 1944

-i:-'.

Mr. John W, Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I enclose for yhe information of the Board two
letters from the Stateless Jewish Committee in Pin-
land addressed to the War Refugee Board.

This group is for the most part among the 113%
pregently being evacuated to Sweden, There remain
approximately 40 Stateless Jews except they are not
refugees" in the true sense of the word since many
of them have been living in Finland for as long as
40 years, However, they are very anxious to leave
and we are having active discussions with several
local Jewish organizations in their behalf, Pros-
pects seem favorable.

Sincerely yours,
oS .
Iver C, Oléeé§$24UL““

Special Attaché for
War Refugee Board.

Enclosures - 2




. L leumi,23.3.1344.
To the . o A
CiTice of er—reiugce§,'
+asnington, %

vear sirs,

-¢ ask you to excuse us 10r LoLueriag you once again, bul we

have to do it now as long as we are <ble to. .ay be. politically or indi-
vidually circumstances wake it impossible lor us to reacu you laier one,

as we tola 1 our letuer oi the 3,3, 1944 our situation sets
now rapidly worse in provortion to the increasing politicali ana military
situation ot the country.

Fut tne swedish government can not decide yet to giv the visa
for this about 10C jewisi refugees. The 10 of irach it was d.cided in thgh_*7
Cabinet council tnat our case was not actual and urgent. Some days later
the reporter of the Foreign ofrice,Legationsridet Svante lellstedt,
declaired this:

" Bince some time ago it was told us that the situetion of the
refugees in Finland was @%ﬂgerous. uring this time nothing happened them,
This demonstrates that there can not be any dangerousness for them."

From this,one can conclud:, that only if something extraerdinary
happens a part of us,the rest that still are alive perhaps will be helped.

The events in Hungary shows again how quickly it can happen
som€thing in evry belligerent country in Burope. that makes every nelp to

late. 1f sometning woula nappen nere in ®inland in one or other way. we would ;

be the first victims,because just we, through the nazipropaganda, has been

mostly exposed in this country.
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“Then the danger is already over us «~e ‘have no more oprurtunity to

escape, Je are now looking for e hiding-place,to conceal us for the threate-

ning denger,but we have already mnow¥ the sorry experience that it is neerl

impossible. We are the whole time controled., As seon We try to speak a worc
A
+

in the for us quite impossible fignish language,everyvody knows e are

foreigners. amoungst us there are small ciiildren,old people until o0 years
and even sickrpeople. The feeling ol the population is very uostile just
against us rerugees. All tnose circuumstances makes our niding gquite in vain.
4he few friends we have are just now powerless and can not nelp us witn the
best intentions. Thnerefore we are gquite uelpless und unprotected,

in this desparate situation we got an idea to subuit you:

Because the swedish government will not see the really fact,we are as-

king you to propose to the governuent of the U.5.A1 to give us U.3..s.-pass-

ports as long it is tecunically possible. If thén,because of the pasgéorts

of the U.S.Al the swedish government is beeing asked for visa, they can not
refuse.

Je really know that tuls our request neans something quite exceptional
but it also arisea from a very exceptional situation. ie do hope tune govern-
ment of the U.S.,A.understanos it and in this emergency will use the liberal
measure. Therefore we dare to come to you with our request.

We thank you in anticipation for all your coumprehension and hope

-

to get your help in time and decisive,

Yoyrs respectiully
4%%%%%@4&A1%r N4
Léopold Bascg, giJosef/ Bick

and the same memes as in the last letter.




Tammi,>.3.1944,

To the
0ffice of warsrefugees,

washingtor. ;
Dear sirs,

We undersighned,belonging to the about hundred jewish refugees
fros midcle kHurope,at present living in Finland,beg you as soon as possible
tp give us the chance of coming to Sweden.

Without beeing visibkle to the outer-world,are we in the same
situation as in the desperates years 1938-1939,when we left Austria,
Germany and Folonia. WJe dont se any chance of escaping the same inevitable
fate, that has touched hundrerthousanas of jews in difrerent countries of
Furope,if not this our request will help us in time to go to the neutral B
Sweden, * )

“Th. experiencis of the latest 2 1/2 years, that nearly brole us
physically and psychically,will we toiuche only in short words. It contains
everything of the known treatment of the jews in tue different countries of
Europe: Internierung in quite impossible predicaments without any consideratio.
to women,children and old people. kany were taken to Koncentrationslager,
many were threatened with deportation to places occupied by the Germens.

As known this threat was partly executed. ¥fow great the numbe;ris,we dont
know exactly,but it is only verified being greater as it was admitted by

the official refutation which was given at that time, kxaminations by the

state-police after Gestapomethods,promises or threats of sent to Germany to

to extorte spyiervices for the state-polit e a,s.o. As all those circum-




stances are known fr; many other countries of Zi.ope we will avoid the
details.

The present sit .ation too we will meution only in siiorl words,
because tne generel knowledgles of Your Office are sufficient.

Through the offgcial and semi-official explanations of the reputied
improvement of our positionthe outer-world got the impression we are living
now in a surer situation. The case is quite contrary to tne rezl fact, The
nearer the political and military cowplications appromshed tihils country
the more dangerous gets our situation.

Barlier we were sumrended to the will of the higher authorities,
but now our situation has changed catastrophally,., Through the nazi-propaganda
of the last 2 1/2 years,is a part of the population so set against us that
we fesr it comes any minute to an outbreak. Lately this bitter propaganda,

above all against us jewish refugkes,got greaterilen ever., Aggressions of

the subordinated authorities and the threatning of the population are
encreasing., Even if the higher authorities would have the best intentions
towards us, they ﬁould n't have the possibility oi %k® protecting us. The more
eritical the pdlitical situation of the country¢,the greater the danger for us,
The jewsth community in Finlaad has simply no chance to help us,
Beging in a mental pressure they never dared to intercede for us,on the

contrary,they did their best to support the official declarations and contra-

dictions. o

A8 in november 1942 the director of the jewish community was asked
about the koncentrationslager for the jewish refugeed,he disclaimed emphatically
"its existence and explaindd that everything was quite all right with us.
OnlyA14 days later the world got to know about the Eoncentrationslager as

well as about a part of the deportafions.

Obeying a wish of higher authorities the jewisn comaunity of Helsiﬁg-

— . S s




fors ouly about two months ago,explained to Sweden that we are treated

exactly in the same way as all the other foreigners here, This attitude of
the comuunity supuvorts thne ofiicial opinion and depraives us of the chance
to be helped. 3

Lore than a year we are desperatly struggling to get visa to
Sweden. lany politician and prowinent personages of the country,who have
the right view of our situation and who wants to rescue us,are strug.ling
for us. hore than once the Swedish Foreign-Department nearly promised to give
the visa but every time it has been delayed. Allways when they were askdd
about it the Swedish Foreign-Department officially answered thby got no
time yet to pnofe the applays,but inofficiasly it is known, that they will
not give us the visa,because they will gmmrd the good will of Finland abroad.
They find that we could escape to Sweden if the situation gets to dangerous
for us here. In spite of all our explanations that in ocur case its also
technically impossible, the Swedish Foreign-Department finds,that the good
reputation of Finland means more than our security and keeps to the various
Finnish official explanations.

If some real authority would use their influence on Swedish
Fofeign-Department there wpuld perhaps be a possibility of getting visa
" at the right time, Otherwise it can be to late. The history of the latest
years has to often verified that efrective actions in order to rescue the
jews were undertaken to late,

Through the radio and ppess we got to know that the new ofiice
for refugees of the war has as its aim to help where its yet possible,

Therefore we send as our last hope this urgent request.

" At last one request, Flease,dort use this ltter in such a way

that couls make our position worse,if it will be known we have written.it.




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN LEGATION

848/1C0/MET Stockholm, Sweden
May 15! y944’

Mr, John W, Pehle

Executive Director

War Refugee Board
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr, Pehle:

As of possible interest to the War Refugee Board,
I enclose several translations from the local presses
as well as other matters relating to the refugee
problem,

Sincerely yours,

Iver C, Olsen?
Special Attaché for
War Refugee Board.

Enclosures - 15
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SOURCE: Nya Dagligt Allehanda, April 29, 1944

ALL JEWISH DWELLINGS IN HUﬁéARY CONFISCATED.

3

3 Budapest, April 28, 1944

The Hungarian Government has now issued a law
entitling the municipal officials to dispose of all
Jewish dwellings. These can be confiscated partly to
meke room for public institutions, partly for the benefit
of private. In societies larger than with a population
of 10,000 inhabitants, the Jews will be gathered in

special ghettoes.

I




Nya Dagligt Allehanda,
April 29, 1944

Alla judiska bostdder
i Ungern beslagtas

BUDAPEST. fredag. (STB.) Den ungerska regeringen
har nu utfirdat en lag, som berdtligar de kommunala
forvaltningsorganen i Ungern att forfoga dver alla judi-
ska hostiider. Dessu bostider kunna heslagiagas dels for
alt bereda plats offentliga institutioner, dels ocksa for

privatper=oners rikning.. I sambhiillen med &ver 10,000
inviimare skola judarna sammanforas i ett siirskilt ghetto,




SOURCZEZ : Dagens Nyheter, April 29, 1944

BELGIAN JBWS TRANSPORTED TO POLLED.

Bern, April 28, 1944
A traveller just arrived from Belgium, reports s
that while the Germans deported all foreign Jews in
Belgium, they let those Jews who carried the David
Star in peace. Lately, however, systematical Jew
razzias have been started at nighft. These Belgian
Jews are sent to Malines, from where they in groups
of 500-600 are transported to Poland. They are sent

in cattle wagons, with 60 in each. The death percentage

during these transports are fearfully high.




Dagens Nyheter,
April 28, 1944

gl

| Belgiska judar
fraktas till Polen

Frin Dagens Nyheters Bern-
korrespondent.

E BERN, fredag.

n resande som anlint hit fran
Belgien beriittar att under det tys-
karna deporterat alla utlindska ju-
dar i Belgien har de hittills lim-
nat de belgiska judar som hiir Da-
vidsstjiirnan i fred. Pa senaste ti-
den har man emellertid birjat sy-
stematiska juderazzior natietid. De
belgiska judarna fors till Malines,
varifrin de i grupper pa 500—g00
transporteras till Polen. De trans-
porteras i kreatursvagnar — med 60
personer i varje vagn. Dédspro-
centen under dessa transporfer Hr
fruktansviirt hig, - C-4, B,
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SOURCE : Stockholms Tidningen, April 29, 1944

GERMANS FIND TOO MANY JEWS IN THE
HUNGARIAN TOWNS.

Berlin, April 28, 1944

From the Hungarian towns Munkacs, Kaschua and
Ungvar, all Jews have been transferred to concentration
camps. The measure is motivated by the fact that the
towns lie too near the war zone and that the recently
opened spy processes show that an especially large
percentage of those who have been in contact with the
foreign spy work, prove to be Jews. It is remarkable
that in those towns where the Jews now have been
arrested, it appears that there are about twice as
many of them as there should be according to the latest
census.,




Stockholms Tidningen,
April 29, 1944

gav,

% T'yskarna finner
for ménga judar
1 Ungerns stider

Fran St.-T':s Berlinredaktion,

BERLIN den 28 april.

Fran de ungerska stiiderna Man-
kacs, Kaschau och Ungvar har
alla judar transporterats bort och
fortz till koncentrationsliger, At
girden motiveras med att dessa
stiider ligger for niira stridszonen
samt aft de stora spionagepro-
cesser som pabirjats utvisar att
Just judarna i sirskilt stort om-
fAng statt i férbindelse med det ut-
lindska splonaget. Markligt dr att
diitr man i Ungern nu tagit fast
Judar, har man konstaterat aft det
finns ungefir dubbelt s3 mings
som den senaste folkrikningen an-
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SOURCE: SBvenska Dagbladet, Lay 4, 1944

ROBILIZARICK I# LITHUARIA,
Berlin, uay 3, 1644

The order of movilization, issued in #stouis zud
Latvia sowe time ago, has now also been extended to
Iithuania, where several classes of the idithuanian ma-
le youth have wveen drafted for carticipation in the
fight aguinst the Russians.

N

.




Mobiliserin

[ ] [ ] s
it Litauen.u,suy
BERLIN, 3 maj. (Sv. D:s

Berlinred.) Sedan for nagon tid
sedan en del Argingar i Estland
och Lettland inkallats till militir-
tjdnst, har man nu Zven i Litauen
utfirdat mobiliseringsorder for fle-
ra argingar av den manliga litauiska
ungdomen for deltagande i striden
mot ryssarma, i

£




SCURCE: Dagens nyheter, Hay 4, 1944
HELP 10 JEWIS: ChILDRE:.

The committee for racepersecuted children, which
started last spring, renders an account of 23,268 kro-
nor for the past year. 10.000 kronor have been given
to Professor Ehrenpreis for his activity with transports
of children between Iran and Palestine,

The relief coumittee in Sweden for dewish children

Tfroa Demmark and other Scandinavian countries has re-
ceived the same sum., The authoress liarika Stiernstedt
is the head of the comwittee and members of the working
coumnittee are countess Bonde, the secretary Lars. Blanche
Johanson-Gilert and the authoress Gurli Hertzman-Ericson.

As the need of help is still great, the commissioners
calls attention to the postal cheque account number 3884,
It is hoped that it will be possible to take part in the
work of reconstruction when it starts after the WaT.

B

;
§




©N S Wy,

* e ) a .

Hijélp dt judiska barn.

Kommittén for rasforfélida barn, som
bildades férra varen, redovisar under det
ghngna aret inkomna belopp med 23.268
kr. Dirav har 10.000 Sverlimnats ll pro-
fessor Ehrenpreis fér hans verksamhet med
transporter av barn frdn Iran till Pale-
stina. Samma summa har senare tilldelats
hjdlpverksamheten i Sverige fér judiska
flyktingbarn ~ frin Danmark eller andra
nordiska lander, Ordférande i kommittén
8r  forfatfarinnan Matika Stiernstedt och
medlemmar i arbetsutskottet grevinnan
Bonde, fru Blanche Johanson-Gilert sekre-
terare samt forfattarinnan Gurli Hertzman-
Erieson.

Kommitterade pAminner om postgironum-
ret 3884, dA hjilpbehovet fortfarande Hr
stort. Nar Aateruppbyggnadsarbetet efter
kriget kommer i gAng hoppas man fa delta.
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SOURCE: Dagens Nyheter, May 5, 1944

HUNGARIAN JEWS HAVE ONLY THE RIGHT
TO KEEP 3000 PENGH.

i

Bern, May 4, 1944

There are reports from Budapest on the itragic
fate under which the Jews in Hungary suffer under
the Sztoja Government, which seems to go even further
than the anti Jewish decree in the third Reich. The
Jews have only the right to keep 3000 pengd. -

Authorities had originally the intention to
reserve six cafés for the Jews, to which Aryans should
have no entrance. But this plan seems to have been
dropped since the owners of the cafés proposed to
open a special room with following poster on the door:
"Only for Jews", This room is not supposed to look on
the street, to prevent people passing by from seeing
the Jews.

R




&

»

Dagens Nyheter,
May 5, 1944

Ungernjudar far
endast behdlla
tre tusen peng®d.

Frin Dagens Nyheter’s Bern-
korrespondent.

BERN, torsdag.
Frin Budapest meddelas om
det alltmera tragiska ode som
judarna i Ungern undergir un-
der Sztojayregimen och som
synes dvertriffa . o. m. jude-
forordningarna i Tredje riket.

Salunda far judarna endast be-

halla 3.000 pengd i reda pengar

av sina tillgAngar,

Ursprungligen hade myndigheterna
for avsikt att reservera sex kaféer for
judarna, dér arier icke skulle #ga till-
tride. Nu tycks man ha dvergivit
denna plan, di kafédgarna satt sig
emot projektet och i stillet foresla-
git att avskilja en sirskild lokal i sina
kaféer med ett anslag ovanfdr dérren:
“Endast f6r judar.” Denna lokal fir
dock icke vetta &t gatan, di de forbi-
passerande skall besparas anblicken
av judarna.




SOURCE: Nya Dagligt Allehanda, May 5, 1944

ESTHONIAN SHIP ON ADVENTURQUS IRIP
BETWEEN DATARO AND UTO. -

iy

A¥ ship with Esthonian refugees on board arrived
3 weeks ago near Dalard., They were being transferred
to the refugee camp on Kummelnis, but had to leave the
boat behind. Two of the refugees got on May 4 permission
to fetch the boat at Dalars and bring it to Kummelnis.
The two Esthonians were alone in the boat.

A military ship took the two Esthonians and their
boat on board near Uts. They had gone in the directly
opposite direction from Kummelnis. It is not known
if the reason was the storm, or if they tried to do
it on purpose, but the latter seems more likely. Their
intention would in this case have been to cross the
Baltic again, perhaps to be able to help people at
home to come over to Sweden.

Another boat with 8 Esthonian refugees arrived at
Ut6 during Thursday night. They had had hard weather
during the last part of the trip.




s - Nya Dagligt Allehanda,
May 5, 1944

L

Estbdt pd dventyr
‘mellan Dalaré och Uto

or 3 veckor sedan
Iyktinghat till Dalardtrakten med
estniska fiyktingar. D dver-
fiirdes till flyktingliigret pi Kam-
meladis und-er det att biten fick
ligga kvar, Under girdagen hade
cmellertid tillstind glvits it tva
av flyktingarna att fara till Da-
larii och hiimta baten och féra in
den till Kumnelniistrakten. De

bivda estlindarna voro ensamma i

bitten.

17 torsdagsmorgonen togs emeller-
tid hittenn med de tva estlindurna om-
bord av militir nere vid Utd! De
hade alltsd gate 1 rakt motsatt rikt-
ning mot Kummelniis,  Om deg beror
P& stormen eller de med avaGkt siist
sig dit ned vet man inte, men dot
De skulle
it pit nytt ge sig
. mihiinda i tanke ati
hiiilpa hemmavarande komma  Hver
HHE Sverige,

tmlinde en

Under natten Gl torsdagen an-

Linde en annan biit med B estniska

= fiyktingar till Uté.  De hade haft
hivt videy under sista delen av

resan, T
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SOURCE: Aftonbladet, May 5, 1944

11 WAR WEARY MEN ESCAPE TO SWEDEN¥
FINNS FEAR NEW CIVIL WAR.

-

Umed, May 5, 1944 -

4 sergeants and 9 soldiers of the Pinish army
arrived the other day at the lighthouse of "Stora
Fjaderdgg. The police took them to Umed, where they
will have to stay waiting for decision of whether
they are to be intermed or sent back.

Among other things they told the police, that
the reason for their escape was war weariness. They
emphasised that the war had been a hard strain on them,
and that the situation in Finland was very difficult.
The supplies of food and specially shoes had become
smaller and in some cases there was famine,

They feared an eventual civil war for the country.
The differences of view among the people were not
specially big, even if one often met very different
opinions about certain things. But the situation between
Germans and Finns has become much more tense and real
battles are to be feared.

The refugees did not lkmow so much about the peace
conferences with the Soviet., But they were convinced
that the future fate of Finlend would be very hard. -
A Finland, loaded with war debts would mean that the
people would become slaves,

P

Two of the refugees are married and they have not




only left their country, but also their wives and
children. It is not the first time that Finish soldiers
have eseaped to Sweden over Holm®. The last ones came
about New Year, and they were interned.

eyl -
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Aftonbladet,
Mey 5, 1944

Elva krigstrotta
; rymde fill Sverige.

Finnar fruktar for nytt

inbordeskrig.

UMEA, fredag. (AB)

I ett par motorbatar anlinde hdrom da-
zen il Stora Fjiderdggs fyrplats tva
sergeanter och nio meniga ur finska ar-
mén, De omhindertogs av polismyndighe-
terna och fordes till Ume#, dir de kommer
att kvarhdllas i avvaktan pA beslut om
internering eller Afersindande.

De beriittade bl a. for pnlfsen att an-
iedningen tifll fiykten var l(l'lg'slriitﬂu:(.s
De framhill att krigstilistAndet tagit
mycket hirt pA dem, och tirhillandena
i Finland i dvrigt var svara. Salunds har,
tillgAngen pA mat och kidder och fram-
fir allt skor bllvit alit knappare och pa!
sina hall Jider man ndd,

De var vidare ridda for att landet skul-
le sta infér ett inbdrdeskrig. Emellertid
| sades meningsskiljaktigheterna mellan den
inhemska befolkningen inte vara s4 stora
Aven om vitt skilda uppfattningar i dagens
stora allvarliga fragor gdr sig gillande,
Mellan finnar och tyskar har diremot for-
hallandet mer och mer tllispetsats och det
finns anledning att frukta att det kan
komma till regelritta strider, t

Flyktingarna kiinde Inte s34 mycket lllll
om fredsférbandlingarna med Sovjet. De
voro emellertid dvertygade om att Fin-'
lands framtida dde skulls komma att bll
ytlerst bart, Ett skuldsatt Finland skul-
Ie hetyda slaver} for folket,

Av f{lyklingarna dr tvd gifta, och dessa
har alltsd inte bara limnat sitt land utan
iiven hustru och barn. Det &r inte fbrata
gangen finsk militir flyr till Sverige ver

Holmon. Senast vid Araskiftet kom det fin-
aar den vdgen, vilka internerades.




SOURCE: Stockholms Tidningen,iiay 6, 1944

500 BELGIAL JEWS TO POLaND EVERY DAY,
Berlin, iay 5, 1944

A large group of Poles and Jews who have been
arrested in Hungary and transported to Poland, has
now been transfered to the wellknown concentration
camp Osviencim in Poland.

The deportation of Jews from Western Europe to
Poland are still going on, in spite of the latest
development. Between 500 and 600 Jews arrive from
Belgium every day.




500 belgiska judar
till Polen pr dag
BERLIN
{B. INS). Till det be
trationsligret Osvien
nyligen {drts en s
och judar som hiklats i Un
sedan transporierats till Pole
{ Trots den senaste utvecklingen fuv
j sdtter judedcportationerna fran V
europa till Polen.
' Fran Belgien kommer var
mellan 500 och GO0 judar.

diag

i




SQURCE: Svenska Dagbladet, hay 6, 1944

JEWS HAVE BEEs STATIONED LEAR
B0 BTARGETS,

Berlin, May 5, 1944

The telegram from Budapest reports that it is
iupossible to keep all Jews in the town in one single
ghetto. The authorities have ordered the ghettos to
be built close to the big factories. But ghettos and
Jew quarters are in fact to be seen over the whole
town. It has been so arranged, that the Jewish population
cannot be spared in case of an arraid against Budapest, . i




Erd

Judar placeras
nira bombmal.

BERLIN, 5 maj. (Sv. D:z Ber-
linred.) Budapesttelegram till
tyska tidningar omtala en for-
ordning, enligt vilken varje
arier, som stker motarbeta den
nu igdngeatta aktionen mot ju-
darna, sjilv Kommer att bli be-
handlad sisom jude samt inter-
nernd. Samma 8de vintar den,
som skyddar judar mot att hli
internerade.

Vad i 6vrigt interneringen ay Buda-
pests judar angiir, meddelas i telegram-
men, alt det ir omdjligt att inhysa hu-
vudstadens alla judar i ett enda ghetto.
Myndigheterna ha sorjt for att Jjudar-
nas ghetton anliggas i niirheten av de
stora fabriksomridena. Men iven i
andra delar av Budapest ha vissa kvar-:
ter utrymts och anvisats &t judarna.
Over hela Budapests stadsomride lig-
ges etf niit av ghetton och judekvarter.
Silunda ha sidana anstalter triffats,
heter det slutligen i telegrammen, att
den judiska befolkningen i hiindelse av
slérre fientliga luftangrepp mot Buda-

Inest icke kommer aft skonas.




SCURCE: Dagens XNyheter, way 7, 1%44

The finister for Social Affairs proooses a special
comsission to handle foreigners affairs, Tue comuwission
will nave to include representatives of the more important
interests, which will have to be taken account of when
Juaging the foreigners affairs, It is importsnt for the
chairman to get such a right of decision that the organi-
sation can work quick enough. lr. wdller, Social Minister,
after having consulted the Foreign kinister, recommenas
the transference of matters concerning entering of the
country to the foreigners commission., The Foreign uinister
will still have the right to decide cases he finds
nececuary from a foreign political point of view.

ir, u6ller also recommends that the commission
shall specially take care of the working peruission for
foreigrners, The Social hdnister proposes thalt the commission
should be organized in three offices, the passcort office,
the coutrol office and the social oifice. i chairman, who
car. devote all his time to the activity will be the hewd
of the cowrission. The salary account of the commission
is estimated to 700,000 kromor, and the expenditure account
to 150,000 kronor.

A




Séirskild kommission far hand *
om alla utllinningsirenden,

Socialministern foreslar i en pr
tas ett sjilvstindigt centralorgan,
ldggning av utlinningsirendena.
provisorium och inte, sasom de sal
betsverk under en overdirektor,

I kommissionen bdr finnas represen-
. tanter f6r de viktigare intressen som &r
att beakta vid bedémandet av utlinnings-
&rendena. Det #r av vikt att ordféranden
far sidan beslutanderitt aft organisatio-
nen kan arbeta tillréickligt snabbt. Eiter
samrdd med utrikesministern tillstyrker’
statsridet Moéller att inreseéirendena flyt-
tas frén utrikesdepartementet till utldn-
ningskommissionen, varvid det dock skall
vara utrikesministern obetaget att besluta
i de fall han finner pikallade ur utrikes-
politiska sy . S idet fSrordar
vidare att kommissionen | princip skall
{omhiinderha arbetstillstindsgivningen for
utlinningar,
! Soclalministern f$reslir att kommissio-
nen tlllsvidare organiseras pi tre byrder,
o passbyrdn, kontrolibyrdn och sociala by-
vhn, 1 spetsen fér kommisslonen sitts
en ordfYrande som kan #gna hela sin tid
At verksamheten. Det #r inte meningen
att nigra nya ordinarie eller o. o. tjins-
ter skall inriittas 1 kommissionen, utan
personal frin socolalstyrelsen flyttas Sver
dit. K inal avlgningskonto be-
riknas tll 700.000 kr. och dess omkost-
Inadskontn till 130.000 kr.
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SOURCE: Sveneka Dagbladet, May 10, 1944

Harder treatment of Hungarian Jews.
Berlin, May 9th, 1444

Berlin’s evening papers prominently puuvlish information
from budapest, which seems to indicate a more extensive
sharpening of the new Hungarian harsher policy against the
Jews,

Thus it is stated that it was announced during a meeting,

arranged by Budapest’s municipal administration yesterday,

that parts of bombs had been found in Jewish hands in the
Hungarian capital. Furthermore new secret wireless trans-
mitters had been found in Jewish homes, pudapest’s municipal
administration therefore demands the severest possible treat-
ment of the Jews. This shows that new methods in Hungary’s
anti semitic policy are being prepared.
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+ Ungerns judar
skola behandlas ks
dnnu hardare.

BERLIN, 9 maj. (Sv. D:s
Berlinred.) P3a framtridande
plats  dterge Berlins kviillstid-
ningar i dag ett meddelande
fran Budapest, som synes tyda
pé en ytterligare och férmodli-
gen vittgiende skiirpning av den
nya ungerska politiken mot ju-
darna.

Det heter siilunda, att vid ett méte
arrangerat a&v Budapests kowmunala
forvaltuning i ghr tillkinnagivits, att
man under de senaste dagarna hos
nagra judar i den ungerska huvudsia-
den funnit delar av bomber. Dessutom
har man vid flera olika tillfdllen upp-
tiickt nya hemliga radiosiindare i ju-,
diska bostiider. Budapests kommunala

firvaltning  har i beiruktande hilrav
framstillt krav phd genomfirande av
storsta mojliga striingbet i judarnas
behandling.  Hilrav torde framgd, att
nya metoder i Ungerns antisemitiska
politik #ro under férbercdunde.K

—a.




SOURCE: Svenska Dagbladet, May 11, 1944

50 refugees frow Finland.
Umed, May 11, 1944

The stream of refugees from Finland across the
Bay of Bothnia to the coast of Vasterbotten continues,
and further one boat with four people arrived on Tuesday
evening., They landed 5 miles (Swedish) North of Ume&.
Altogether 51 Finish refugees have lately been taken
care of,

2y




Femtio flyktingar
fran Finland.

UMEA, onsdag. (TT) Flyktingstrom-
men frin Finland Gver Bottenviken till
terbottens kustland fortsitter, och pa
sdagskvillen kom ytterligare en bit

med fyra personer. De gingo i land fem
mil norr om Umed. Sammanlagt har pi
senare tld omhiindertagits 51 finska fiyk-
tingar.
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SOURCE: hya Dagligt Allehanda, iay 11, 1944

JEWISH BOOKS "TRASHES", ARE S0LD
BY THE KILOGRAL.

Budapest, way 10, 1944

The government has issued the decree that all
Jewish books are to be regarded as “trashes", and the
price 16 pengd for 100 kilogram has been put on them.

411 publishing-houses, booksellers and public
libraries are obliged to sell all these works for that
price to the official -~ gollecting places.




Judiska bocker:

»lump”, siljas kilovis

BUDAPEST, torsdag. (8TB).
Regeringen har utfiirdat en
forordning, enligt vilken bicker
av judiska fYrfattare skall be-
traktas som *lump” och Asiittas
ett pris av 16 pengé pr 100 kg-
Alla férlag, bokhandlare och 1i-
nebibliotek iiro skyldiga att till
detta pris glilja samtliga sAdana
verk till de offentliga insam-
Jingsstiillena.,

-y




SOURCE: Stockholms Tidningen, May 12, 1944

NUMEROUS NEW ARRESTS IN ESTHONTA.

.

: Tallinn, May 11, 1944
The newspaper Eesti Sona reports that the
Esthonian Gestapo has arrested a great number of
people for preliminary examination, whose activity
had been aimed against the national defence of the
Esthonian people and their will to join the battle
determining the fate of Europe.

=




Stockholms Tidningen,
May 12, 1944

Nya massanhéllanden
i Estland

TALLINN den 11 maj.
(TT) Tidningen Festi S6na offentliggir
ety meddelande, enligt vilket den estniska
sikerhetspolisen for preliminara {6rhoc
anhdllit en mingd personer, vilkas verk-
samhet varit riklad mot det estniska fol-

kets forsvarsformiga och anslutning till

den euwropeiska Gdeskampen,
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

i v ;
848/IC0:be AMERICAN LEGATION %

Stockholm, Sweden,
May 3, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D.G.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I attach translations of items appearing recently in
the local press, as well as other material, relating to
the refugee problem:

(2} Translation of a rather critical ediEprial ap=-
pearing in the syndicalist Arbetaren regarding
U.S. Refugee Policy.

(b] Trenslation of certain material from the Annual
Report of the Israil’Mission, concerning its
activities in Europe. Incidentally, I am having
active disocussions with this group on the question
a3 to what extent their current organization in
Burope can be used to further the U.S. refugee
program.

(¢) Local preiﬁ comment regarding refugee situation
in Sweden.

Sincerely yours,

Iver C., Olseny
Special Attaché for
War Refugee Board.

Enclosures as stated

IRPEVSY
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SOURCE: Arbetaren, February 17, 1944.

UNITED STATES*® REFUGEE POLICY.

According to a T.T.emessage from Washington, found in
the daily press of January the 29th, the Government of the
United States has formed a War Refugee Committee, the task
of which it shall be to find out I1f war refugees also in
other countries have been denied visas. The question
Scems to De found very important, the committee holding
such prominent members as the Foreign Minister kir, Hull,
the Minister of War, Mr, Stimson, and the Secoretary of
the Treasury, Mr. Morgenthau, The oase will be investigats
ed by help of the Americen diplomatic and consular represens
tatives.

The undersigned, who himself is a Jewish refugee, al-
lows himself to beg for column space for the following open
letter to the representatives of the United States here:

During the years 1940 and 194}, as long as we refugees
had an opportunity of getting overseas (through Russia and
later on by way of the safe conduct boats via Gothenburg)
U.S.A. always layed the greatest obstaoles in our way, In
those years reigned, as everyone knows, a not unfounded.
feeling of panic among us refugees, for Sweden?!s situation
then seemed presarious, and many were afraid that we at any
time would have to share the fate the Germens prepared for
other Jews 1in Europe. We had gladly left for the end of
the world could we only escape the Nazl Damotle'ts sword,
for in the "European Fortress" we felt as if in.a trap, In
this connection I should like to make the following state-
mentse .

1} In this emergency USA in no way abstalned from applye

ing her half a century old Immigration law, which was oreat-

®d to stop the increasing immigration stream of "lower"

races from East- and Southern Europe to the Anglosaxon "God's
Oown Country". Numerous refugees were at the beginning of
the war rejected by USA, that is they were not rejected
formally, of ocourse, they were only told to wait for their
turn to come in about 5 -~ 6 years, which at the time was
tantamount to the worst ascorn, To this one might objeoct
that such was the law, but what did USA in the hour of need,
do to have it changed ~ this Immigration law, the father of
all race laws,

2) Several of the small middle=imerican states granted
vigas in the beginning, but Uncle Sam was the prey of apy-
scare, and due to pressure from Washington, Panama, Costa-
rica, Cuba and others were obliged to shut their doors to
the suffering in Europe (such was the answer from the ree
spective countriea® consulates, also confirmed in news bule
letins), Refugees who already had been given their visas,
and suoch as even were on their way, were thanks to the
Yankes pressure, not permitted to go ashore, In one

‘partioularly shooking oase, a refugee was sent baok to Sweden

from Japan, beoause the country of destination had withdrawn
its visa, The costs of this treatment so shocking to all
written end humene laws, had to be pald by Sweden.

3}
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3} Those refugees, who for various reasons, were lucky
enough not to have to wait for & or & years, but were al~-
lowed to go straight eway, were during the Summer 1940 told
by the USA-legation here, to state whether they had relatives
in "Germany, Russia or other cooupied territories™, Those
who had such relatives were mnot permitted to go, in some
ocases tickets had already been ordered, Everyone should
understand that also we refugees usually have relatives, and
these mostly live in exactly those oountries from whioh we
have had the luck to escape, Thus this Ameriocan measure
was a ounning way of preventing. the departure of exactly
those desperate people who were trying to escape from the
great tngp for Jews, Europe, without annoying businesse and
other travellers of neutral countriest citizenship, So -
these refugees had to stay in spite of their expectancy - x
number, In this ocase it was evident that even the atittches
of the ilil-famed immigration law, were too wide and had to
be filled in,

4} Later on the refugees were told that the Legations
had been deprived of their right to grant visas for USa,
these must for the future be provided by the State Depart-
ment in Washington itself. Two wealthy Ameriocan citizens
should first have to go between and deliver an application.
There are not many of us who have connection with weglthy
citizens on the other side of the occean, but some even
overcame this difficulty. When his affidavit (guarsntes)
at last reached Stockholm, the "lucky one" was examined
about whether he really had any connection with the concern-
ed good cltizens, or not. When it however was proved that
the two Americans had given their affidavit for humanitarian
reasons, the refugee was refused a visa because the guarantee
"was not seriously meant": the humanitarian reasons were thus
simply written off by these knights of humanity from USA.

5) I therefore think I have good reasons to state that
the United States® refugee.policy during this war, mainly
has consisted in the filling in of gaps in the immigration

law, But it was not enough—that-USA shut -her own-door,

Those refugees who had visas to go to some South~ or Middlew-
American country in 1940, and who wanted to go there over
Petsamo-New York, were denied transit visa by the USA Legation
who demanded that they should prove that they did not plan
to run away in the New York harbour, How can a man prove
that he is not planning to do something?® Every man in his
senses in Sweden in 1940 knew that a refugee would rather go
Tierra Del Fuego than stay 6n in the "Fortress of Eurcpe".
But such reasoning did not impress the Yankees, Just as

it should be impossible for the USA=police to see that a few
refugees really continued thelr trip from New Ybrk to their
places of destination.

6} A speclal case deserves to be mentioned in this con-
nection, as characteristic for the Yankee=Diplomats outlook
on refugees, even iIf it has no direct connection with the
USA immigration policy. On the 9th of April 1940 and the
following deysp Jews in Oslo went to the American Legation
to ask proteotfon under the aegis of the Exterritorial
Rights, while the Germans were masters of the town and
Gestapo might grab them at any time, These psople were

in
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in deadly despair, and some of them had looked Death in

the eyes in a similar way in Vienna or Pragus, but they
were shamefully turned back by the USA Legation®s officials.
It is generally known how hundreds of Spanish fascists for
2L years were fed and looked after in all possible lega-
tions in Madrid, but then they were not Jews, .

7) In pro=allied circles {and we refugees all belong
to them) one often hears that Sweden could have saved so
and so many of those now lying in the massgraves somewhere
in Europe, if they had granted visas, Sweden is a small
sountry, and was herself for a long time In immediate
denger. ¢ Certainly there have also here been flaws, but
what of the allied oountries oan show up a more liberal
refugee policy? Not USA at least, How many practically %
deathesentenced people did not in their desperation turn
to the USA~Consulatesin Germany, and there met, firstly a
more or less friendly "what can I do for you" and then with
a more or less felt regret: I am really very . sorry, but ac-
cording to American law you must wait for 5 or & years. And
the Jews waited, what else could they do, and now they are
waiting under the soil becauss Gestapo did not wait as long
as required by the Immigration law.

At last two open questions:

1) USA evidently intends to demand an answer from those
countries who usually reject or used to reject war refugees,
These countries' (Azlas-draebants) refugee policy has certain-
1y been bad, but has not the policy of our friends the
Americans been woTse than that of these our enemles? As
Tong as there is a war on it is hardly within human power
to rescue those still surviving Jews from the Germans.
Therefore one can easily suspect .that, the coreation of the
War Refugee Board and its statements &D® mere empty words,
and perhaps only election tricks, which after the election

will be forgotten,

2} Hitherto the only allied step toward the solution
of the refugee problem has been the conference in the Bahamas,
whioh the Swedish press werse right to make fun of. In this
conference it was only stated that USA and England were ung
able to do anything, for lack of space in both the emplires.
(USA 1s as thinly populated as the thinnest populated coun-
try in Burope, Norway!) Is this a token of poverty, or
does the raceghost also exist in the minds of the Anglo-
Saxons? A great part of the Europsan Jews were extinguished,
while the present allied people watched the macabre play, Now
it is too late, and they play shocked with no or at leest
small costs. Hes the new Refugee Board in USA at least some
plans for a quick solution of the refugee problems—-after the
war, and if any, which?
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SQURCE¢ "The Swedish Israilmission™ = aAnnual Report for 1943

ACTIVITY ABROAD

Vienna.

Of the once so numerous and prominent Jewish world in
this city there remains at the most 7,000 people. These
are either Jews that are "arisch versippt", i,e, married
to so-~called Arians and therefore so far free from deporta-
tion, or so-called "Mischlinge", 1i.e, half-~Jews, who due to
this their extraction are spared. But all of them live
in a constant and anxious expectancy of any time having to
share the fate of the other Jews.

Also in Uhe past year we have had the possibility of
helping many of the surviving, especially members of our
0ld Vienna Community, but also many others who have been
in need of help. Most of our old members have utterly
been dependent on this support, and to many others who
have to work hard getting only 15«20 kr. a week, the small
contribution is a great help. During the past year about
7,000 kr, have been distributed in cash, and besides this
we alsc have sent several hundred parcels of food to Vienna,
especially for Christmas.

Also a limited spiritual activity has been possible,
The Christians have in every way tried to keep contact with
each other, and special services have been given for them
in an almshouse, at which two of the city's priests have
changed in preaching. Also the surviving youths have
gathered for common edification as often as they have been
able to. From the short messages we get, we learn that
they courageously are carrying on the good struggle for the
Faith,

Berlin,

During the last year the distress among the small

number of people of Jewish extraction still remaining in

the German capital, became especially great. This con«
tingent’ consists as in Vienna mainly of such as live in

wmixed marriages and "Mischlinge", But besides there are

also such as should have been deported, but have succeeded

in keeping hidden. These have to abstain from all rationing-
cards and every form of earning, wherefore they are quite
dependent on charitable help. Also here we have tried to
bring help as far as it has been allowed and possible,

Poland and Theresienstadt.

OQur thoughts go especially to the unfortunate who have
been deported to the afflicted Poland. News has come that
incontro¥ersibly states, that during 1943 hundreds of thousands
of deported Jews and Christians of Jewish extraction, have
been "liquidaeted", As we stated in the Mission's paper, our
connection with the General government was broken in 1942,

Then followed a disheartening sllence, and those were unhap~
Py days and weeks, when the one sum after ths other, which

we had sent to Kielce, Warszawa, Lublin, Opole eto., return-
ed with the business like message: "Addressee dead". Still
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in some miraculous way the little orphanage for Jewish -
children, which we for some years have had the opportunity
of supporting, has been preserved, Besides these there
are still a few of our previous community-members from
Vienna in the actual General government, probably because
they work in the armament factories.

The last deportations, however, were not directed to
Poland, but to a previous fortress in the protectorate of
Bohmen-Mdhren, Theresienstadt, Here the Denish Jews were
also deported. At the present more than 50,000, mainly
Germans and Austrisns, and among the latter several of our
old ,people from Vienna, are living there, With many of
thesie we have connection, and may every month send them
help in form of small packages of food and small sums qén
money, for which they are allowed to receipt in their o
handwriting. These receipts are generally the only signs
of life they can send, since there go months, and even
years between the scant postcards the relatives in Sweden
get from their parents or children in Theresienstadt, A
returned or intransferrsble sum of money is tne modern
Jewish obituary.

During 1943 we were allowed to send 1,358 foodpackages
from Portugal to Theresienstadt, chiefly containing sardines
and figs, i.e. provisions containing fet and sugar, which
are of infinite value to starving people. Besides this
cash sums of money were sent through a bank.

Southern Europe.

Switzerland houses, as it is generally known, a great
number of refugees and is now the only country on the
Huropean continent, where persecuted Jews can find an
asylum, Among these there are many Christian Jews, and
even some of our previous community-members from Vienna,
plus others that have been in contact with our Mission,

By and by we are now getting their addresses, and seek to
support and help them as best we can,

France.

In France there were before the outbreak of the war
about 250,000 Jews, many of which were refugees. As the
country was occupied by the enemy, they were crammed together
in Southern France, where the surviving have been interned.
Many have succeeded in fleeing across to Switzerland and
Spain. Also to these internees we have succeeded in send-
ing help in form of money and foodpackages.

Italy.

In the later part of the Fascist regime, attempts were
made to apply the Aryan paragraph, Many Jews lost their
public services, but the majority which was employed in the
liberal occupations were unafflicted, Even the dJewish
refugees from Germany and Austria lived in relatively great
freedon, They were generally directed to special places
to 1ive in, and the ohly restraint was the regular duty of
report. Many of these got support from us. But disaster
came after the capitulation, Connection with those in

Southern
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Southern Italy has been broken, and now only small and
few sums of money are allowed to be sent to ths intern-
ing camps in the North Italian areas occupied by the

Germans.

A small amount of money is also allowed to be sent to
Yugoslavia, All the Jewish population in this country, ca.
80,000 people, are now .almeost completely liquidated., At
the present we only have connection with a single member of
our community in Vienna, ’

Hungery and Rumania,

The only organized missionary activity on the European
Continent outside Switzerland, is the Norwegian Mission in
these countries, which since 1941 completely has been taken

aver by Sweden.

In Hungary the Jewlsh situation is fundamentally bet-
ter than in other countries allied to Germany, mainly due
to the fact that the Hungarian population, especially the
protestant section surrounding Admiral Horthy, are against
the racial persecttions, Anotner peculiarity is that the
authoritiesand the population differ between the Christlans
of Jewish extraction and the Mosaic Jews. Thus these
Christians to a large extent were allowed to stay in their
publie offices and other positions, This caused that a
great many Jews wanted to be christened in order to get the
privileges of the Christians, Many Catholic priests in
Hungary performed a great number of christenings without
any examination, during the first relatively slight perseou/-
tions,. The Norwegian missionary in Budapest, parson
Gisle Johnson, has always been very much against this lighte
hearted practice of christening, and has often expressed him-
sedf sharply against it. -In spite of the fact that the
privileges of the Christian.Jews have been reduced the last
two years, there are still many Jews who want to be christen-
ed, Thus the situation now has been changed so that there
are two groups of Jews wanting to be christened: partly such
as geriously seek Christ, partly such as mean they are safer
with a ohristening~certificate in the ‘pocket. Parson
Johnson writes the following on the problemes........

In Rumania the sufferings of the Jews have been so
great that they are only surpassed in Poland, The faot
that it has been possible and still is possible to carry
on the mission work is a moving proof of God‘'s protection
and sustaining power, and the heroic courage._of the mis-
sionaries, God has in a strange way approved of their work
and confession, and has changed times of disaster into times
of harvest. "........ vesosacaea™

The distress has become still worse due to the faoct
that a great number of the deportees who are alive, now
try to flee from the approaching armies, These desperate
people look like live skeletons, many of them are absolutely
neked, others are dressed in rags and walk barefoot in the
middle of the winter, In this calamity the help we oan
render seems like & drop of water in the ocean,
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Svenska Dagbladet
SOURCE: April 17, 1944

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND CROWNS TO THE PROSEQUTED JEWS

On Sundayt*s 69th annual meeting of the Swedish Israil
Mission » it was stated that the Mission was practically
the only Christian Mission, which still suocceeds in reach-
ing Europe's prosecuted Jews with help,

Last year mno less than about 100,000 crowns in form
of money and provision gifts was sent out through the
Mission to the still living Jews in Germeny and austria,
to French and Itelian concentration camps, to the Ghetto
in Théresalenstadt in Bdhmen to Yugoslavia and other places.
Also in Sweden there is an extensive refugee activity,
especially among the youths that have succeeded in escape

ing here,

In Germany there were about 600,000 Jews before the
prosecutions, now there remains about 10,000, In Austria
6,000 have survived ef the 250,000 Jews that lived there
before 1937, In the Theresienstadt Ghetto 60,000 peocple
are living in the utmost distress.

It is generally knmown that 3} million Jews have
perished in Europe these last years, The Jew situation
in Rumania is terrible, Previously there was a great
Norwegien Jew Mission, this has now since 1941 been taken
over by the Swedish Israil Mission = which also has taken
over responsibility for the previous Norwegian Mission in
Hungary and its one million Jews.

Never before has the annual meeting been confronted
with such enormous problems of help, and the means which
until now have been sent out are like a drop of water in
the ocean. The annual meeting was opened with a high
mass in the Messiah Chapel, at which the chairman of the
Committee, Bishop Torsten Ysander,preached. A collection
for the mission brought in more than 2,000 crowns, In
the following gathering missionaryMr., Abraham Scheradsky
related memories from his 30 year activity among the
Copenhagen Jews, At the afternoon service followed a
greeting from Bishop Ysander and a speech by Mr. Johannes
Ivarsson of Gothenburg, the Mission's last parson in
Viemnas the speech was titled: "No human -~ only a Jew."~
The speaker gave a shocking description of his experiences
in Vienna ~ where the anti-semitism had risen to an ever
worse Inhumanity, and also touched the hidden Jewhatred
which has sneaked into large olroles in our own country.
Against the antie=semitic parole "No human « only & Jew" -
the speaker set up the Christian message "Here“we are
not Greeks or Jews ~ we are all one in Jesus Christ",
Bishop Bjorkqulist closed the moving mission night.

The annual meeting continues toeday, Monday with
deliberations and a misslion speech by parson Gote Hedenw
quist, who 1is speeking on the subject: "When Pesace has
Come" « whereupon the Missiondirector Birger Pernow will
speak on "Christian Relief Work in the Proseouted Israil®,
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SOURCE* Dagens Nyheter, April 21, 1944

REFUGEE GROUP NOW UR TQ 47,000

Lund, Thursday, T.T. The Swedish refugee policy was
dealt with by Minister Gustav M8ller at Thursdayt!s big
student night in the Academical Assoclation, where ele-
ments from our neighbour countries were remarkable,

The Minister stated that our great refugee problems
rose at the time of the German oocupation of Denmark and
Norway, when a great stream of refugees sought their way
actoss: to Sweden, Thus we had in May last year, about
20,800 refugees within our borders, of whiech 16,000 WeTe .
Norwegiams, who accordingly have represented our largest
refugee problem, Since then the number has been more
than doubled, and just now it 1s estimated that we in
Sweden have 47,000, 0f these 22,000 are Norwegians,
14,000 Danes, Germans, Austrians and Czechs amount to
5,000, Estonlan-Swedes to 2,000, Estonians to 1,500, Poles
to 1,000, plus Russians, Hungarians and French to 1,500,

Just now we have the regulations that Danish, Island-
ish, Finish and Norwegian citizens, as well as Estonian
Swedes, do not have to apply for work permits. The
refugees are generally allowed to stay all over the country,
except in the three largest oities Stockholm, Gothenburg
and Malm8. There are 26 free camps under the supervision
of Kgl. Socialstyrelsen, 45 under Danish and 41 under Nor-
weglan supervision, plus five internment ocemps directly
subordinate to the Socialstyrelsen,
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SOURCE¢ Allehanda leader, April 22, 1944

THE REFUGEE PROBLEM IS GROWING

In a wide perspective the foreigner problem in Sweden
really has comparatively modest proportions, A comparie
son with Switzerland shows for instance snormous differencesy
there one has more than 300,000 refugees and & native populaes
tion of sbout 4 million. The Swedish population is consider-
ably larger and the refugee contingent considerably smaller,
In his lecture in the Academical Association at Lund some
days ago, the minister M6ller mentioned the last figure of
47,Q00. .

't

If one, however, does not oonsider the material for
comparison from abroad, and only observes our foreigner
problem isolated, that is only in relation to our earlier
Swedish eonditions, the perspective is quite another. Then
none ocan deny that great and complicated changes have ocours
red in the last years, The stream of refugees has constantw
ly risen. Mr. M8ller pointed out that only & year ago we
had in the whole country only 20,800 refugeess in other words
more than doubling has taken place in quite a short period
of time, Since long the Norwegians are the most numerous.
They have come acrcss the border in ever increasing groups
from the beginning of 1941, And yet two years ago their
group consisted only of about 6,000 persons, At the olose
of 1942 there were some more than 9,000 people only a year
ago 16,000, and now, according to Mr, M&ller's statements,
22,000, Also the Danish group has besome considerable,
here the events from the 39th of August last year and on-
ward, have driven up the figures to the present: 14,000,
Obviously one must count on a strong continuancy all along
the 1line. This has been stressed by 1943's foreigner ex=
perts, who also assert that the immigration pressure on
our borders can continmue to be strong also after the war.
A better public organization of the administration for
forelgner oases, a speclial foreigner inspectorate has been
demanded by these experts in last February, The figures
presented by Mr. Mdller in Lund some days ago, seem to give
a further importance to this desirs,

It is Sweden's duty to take oare of refugees, and she
does it gladly. _We must, however, consider right from
the beginning, that the refugse prdblem can become a proper
national problem before the end of the war, or in connection
with the suspension of hostilities, If for instance Norwsy
and Denmark should become battlefields, thousands of people
most probably would try to gain security on Swedish soil,
Ad as to the enormous refugee problems that would arise for
Sweden in case of a Finnish defeat and collapse in the
battle with the Russians, no comments are necessarye. In
this oonnection, as in other one had better not think that
we have our worst difficulties behind us.

* k k ok Kk %




stings sina dorrar £6r de nodlidande §

— “Férenta Staternas . [i5mmssm

derbérande linders konsulat, vilket ocke

® - [ FK ] sk bekriiftades genom pressmeddelanden).
ilyktl n gspnll ‘l’k Flyktingar som redan hade viséring eller
- t o m. var pd viig fick som folid a¥

Enligt ett T'M-meddelande friii Wash- | berett andrs judar i Enropa. Vi hade yankees’ phtryckhing inte gh i land I
ington &tergivet i dagspressen 29/1 har ghrna rest till virldens éinde, bara vi ett synnerligen upprrande fall skickades
Forenta Staternag rgering bildat en krigs- | kunde slippa ifrin det nezistiske Damok-
flyktingsnéimnd vars Bppgift blir att ut- | lessviirdet, medan vi kénde oss inom "fiist-
T6na, huruvida krigsflyktingar av andra ning Europa” som i en filla. I samband .

13 - . MlstAnd. Aren. s et s
dnder firviigrats inresetilistind. Aren-]med detta vill jag konstatera foljande K anin . 2. 8 0
det tillmiites tydligen synnerligen hog | fakta: wseeraes. KE .

(Forls.- pd nésta sida. )

betydelse, emedan nimnden bestir av saf 1) I detta nidlige avstod USA inga- Det ir alltid gott med stekt kanin —
biga herrar som ntrikesminister Hull, [ lunda ifrdn att tiliimpa sin halvsekel- g’:ﬁa:i';c:a :chost?ﬂtu;:nd;:d"::?‘:

krigsminister Stimson och finansminister | gamla immigrationslag som hade skapats il; och koki ]ris — en verkhigt d
Morgenthan. Saken skall utredas med de|i syftet att bromsa de "Migre” rasernas ¢ anriitning

amerikanska dlplon:mtlskn ach konsulira | 6kande mumgr.ntwusstmm fran Ost- (och Rotsaker &r ®
: Tepresentanternas bistind. Syd-)europa till det anglosaxiska "God’s billig mat
z Undertecknad  som sjdly  &r judisk|own country”, Talrika flyktingar avvi- Kalritrer
fiykting tilldter sig hiirvid att be om ut-|sades av USA i bérjan av detta krig Selleri .....

. A, .. . .. . 0 inte — Rittikor kg 0:60
rymma i Eder tidning for att rikts f6l- | d. v. 8. formellt avvisades de ja inte ) Picklesmordtter kg 0:75 -
jande Sppna brev till Forenta Staternas | de fick bara héra att de skulle vinta p3 Purjoléx. .. -

representation hirstides: sin tur i ca. 5—8 ar, vilket under di- Pepparrot e

Under dren 1940 och 1941 &3 lénge vi{ varande forbAllanden var ensbetydande Extra fin rabarber kg 2:60
flyktingar hade mbjlighet att komma till { med grymmaste hin. Hirpd kunde man Grapefrukt ... kg 21—~
dversjilinder  (genom Ryssland  och | kanske invéinda att sidan var lagen, men —_—

senare med lejdbit Hver Géteborg) varlvad gjorde USA i nodens stund for att
det USA som alltid lade de storsta hind- | indra sin immigrationslag, alla raslagars{
.ren i viigen, 1 dessa ar rédde en som alla | fader?

;vet icke helt ogrundad panikstimning [ 2) Flera av de sma mellanamerikanskn
i bland oss flyktingar, emedan Sverges da- |linderna beviljade viseringar i horjen, mer
varande liige forefoll si prekiirt, och man- Uncle Sam led av spionskriick, och under
g8 hefarade stt vi néir som helst l{unde'pitryckningﬂr frén Washington tvango:
Parama,, Costarica, Cuba och andra att

En liten varm
ANSIOVIS.SMURGLS

Man ligger hackad ansjovis, hacs
kad 15k och tomatpurd i ringar och
virmer smérgsen | ugnenl
Ansjovis i hummersds
173 brk 315 och 340 gr ... 1110
Ansjovis | ostronsis .
172 brk 450 gr....... 1:30, 1:38

drabbas av samma de som det tyskarna

Stekta FISKKAKOR )

450 gr brk o o
Gor en god mjblksds och servera lite .
av den nya, fina smorgassalladen till
de uppstekta fiskkakorna.

Inkokt makrill 450 gr brk 1:69

A

Nu ater riktig
Kabeljo ...... kg 2:50 '_-‘
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(Forts. fr. féreg. sida.) varande amerikauska legation for att be- 3

en flykting tillbaka till Sverge frin Ja-
hade
aterkallat hans visering. Omkostuaderna

pan, emedan destinationslandet
for denna, alla skrivna och humanitetens
lagar forhanande, behandling fingo betalas
av Sverge.

3) De flyktingar som av olikn skiil var
sé Iyckliga att de inte behovde viinta i
5—6 ar, ufan hade fillsagls kunna resa
nfistan omedelbart, fingo under somma-
rén 1940 av hiirvarande USA-legation or-
der aft meddels, huruvida de bade slik-
tingar i "Tyskland, Ryssland eller av des-
sa linder ockuperat omrdde”. De som
hade sédana sliktinga: tillits inte att av-

resa: i ndl

ara fall vari. o. m. biljetterna

redan hestillda

och en forstdr ati
ocksd vi flyktingar brukar ha skikt, och

~ i de flesta fall just
i de liinder, varifrim vi sjilva lIyckals
untdkomma.  Salunda var denna ameri-
kanska atgdrd fakiiskt ett finurligt shtt
att forhindra avresan just for dem som
Tortviviat stkie komma ur judarnas sto-
ra filla Buropa, utaun ait pd ndgot sitt
trakassera affdrs- och andra resande neu-
trala linders medborgare. Dessa flyktin-
gar fick alltsi stanna hiir trots sitt kvo-
tanummer. I detta fall var tydligen t. o.
m. den annars si beryktade amerikanska
immigrationslagens maskor for vida och
skulle giras titare.

4) Sa fick flyktingarna hora att lega-
tionerna hade frintagits riitten att be-
vilja viseringar till USA, vilket hiidan-
efter skulle ombesirjas av sjilva State
Department i Washington. Men inte fick
man gkriva dit sjélv. Tvk penningstarka
amerikanska medborgare skulle férst tri-
da emellan och limna in angSkan. Det
finns inte minga biand oss som har for-
bindelser med penningstarke eitizens”
pi andra sidan havet, men nigra klarade
t. o. m. den skivan, D& vederbbrandes
affidavit (d. v. s. garanti) sent omsider
hade anliut till Stockholm, forhdrdes
den "lycklige” om . huruvida han verkli-
gen hade férhi med
snillla citizons, D& det emellertid visade
gig vara bumanitiira skil som hade for-
anlett de 2 amerikanerna att ge sitt affi-

del

davit, viigrades flyktingen visering dirfor
att garantin "inte var allvarligt menad”:
de humanitéira skillen avskrevs stlunda

gira dens skydd i exterritorialriittens
hiéign, detta cmedan tyskarna var herrar
i staden och Gestapo faktiskt kunde hug-
ga klorna i sina offer nir som helst. Des-
iskor kom i dodsd t, och niig-
Ta av dem hade redan sett den grymmas-
te doden i dgat pA samma sitt i Wien
eller Prag, men de avvisades snopligen
av USAllegationens tjiinstemiin. Alla vet
hur hundratals spanska fakeister 1 2 14

sa mi

ar l)bs])i~‘\ des el virdades pa alla mij-
liga linders legationer i Madrid, men de
var ju inte judar.

I pro-allicrade kretsar (och pro-alliera-
de ar vi flyktingar ju alla) hér man ofta
tillvitelsen att Sverge kunde ha riiddat s&
och =i minga av dem som ou ligger i
massgravarna ndgonstans i Europa ge-
uom aft bevilja invesefillstind. Sverge
ir ett litet land och var s,
Det har
funnits brister ocksh hir, men vilket av

Iv linge i

Gverhingande fara. sikerligen
de nu allierade linderna kan peka pi en
liberalare flyktingpolitik? Inte #r det
USA. Hur minga faktiskt d6dsdémda var
det inte som i sin fértvivlan vinde sig
till USA-konsulatet i Tyskland och dir
fick de hira forst ett mer eller mindre
viinligt "what can I do for you” och se-
dan med mer eller mindre uppriktig be-
klagan: Jag #r verkligen mycket led: en,
men enligt amerikanska lagen miste ni
vinta i 5—6 &r. Och judarnn viintsde,
vad skulle de annars gora, men nu ligger
de och viintar under jorden emedan (\}e—
stapo inte ville viinta s} linge som imii-
grationslugen begiir.

Till slut tvd 5ppua frigar: .

1) USA #mnar f)rdligen begiira gvay
av sidana linder som brukar eller bru-
kat avvisa krigsflyktingar, ‘Dessa liinders
(axeldrabanternas) flyktingspolitik har

visserligen varit grym, men har inte véro .

amerikanska vinners politik varit Iika
grym som dessa vira fienders? S3-linge
kriget pigir stir det knappast i miinsk-
lig makt att 1idda de av tyskarna fnnu
icke avrittade jndarna. Salunda har man
latt att misstinka att den nya krigs-
flyktingsnimndens bildande och dess for-
klaringar bars &r tomma ord och kan-
ske valmnndver som efter valen kommer
att rikn i glomska.
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- Aare frin USA;

i de Yinder, varifran vi anlv,a ;Iy;ckﬂ(s
undknmma.: " Sélunda var demna’ ameris
“kanska Atgdrd faktiskt ett finurligt sitt
att forhindra avresan just for dem som
fortviviat sikte komma ur judarnas sto-
e filla Europs, utan att pd ndgot sitt
trakassera affiirs- och andra resande neu-
trala linders medborgare. Dessa flyktin-
gar fick alltsi stanna hiir trots sitt kvo-
tanummer. I detta fall var tydligen t. o.
m. den annars sd heryktade amerikanska
immigrationslagens maskor fér vida och
skulle giras tdtare.

4) 84 fick flykiingarna hora att lega-
tionerna hade frintagits riitten att be-
vilja viseringar till USA, vilket hidan-
efter skulle ombestrjas av sjilva State
Department i Washington. Men inte fick
man skriva dit sjilv. TvA penningstarka
amerikanska medborgare skulle forst trii-
da emellan och limna in ansbkan. Det
finns inte minga hland oss som har fér-
bindel med p rka citizens”

pé andra sidan havet, men nigra klarade
t. 0. m. den skivan. Di vederbérandes
affidavit (d. v. s. garanti) sent.omsider
hade anlint till Stockholm, forhordes
den "lycklige” om huruvida han verkli-
gen hade forbindelser med omniimnda
sniilla citizens, D& det emellertid visade
sig vara humanitira skil som hade for-
anlett de 2 amerikanerna att ge sitt affi-
davit, véigrades flyktingen visering dirfor
att garantin "inte var allvarligi menad”:
de humanitéira skillen avskrevs silunda
utan vidare av dessa man=khghefem rid-

overhangande fara Dét har sitkerligen
de nu silierade linderna kan peka pé en
liberalare flyktingpolitik? Inte &r det
USA. Hur ménga faktiskt d6dsdémda ver
det inte som i sin fértvivian vidnde sig
till USA-konsulatet i Tyskland och dir
fick de héra forst ett mer eller mindre
viinligt "what ean I do for you” och se-
dan med mer eller mindre uppnktlg( be-
klagan: Jag #r verkligen mycket ledsen,
men enligt amerikanska lagen méste ni
viinta i 5—6 &r. Och judarna vintade,
vad skulle de aunars gora, men nu ligger
de och viintar under jorden emedan (le-
stapo inte ville vinta si Jinge som impai-
grationslagen begiir.

Till slut tvd Sppua frégar:

1) USA immar tydligen begiira svar
av -sidana linder som brukar eller bru-;
kat avvisa krigsflyktingar. Dessa linders’
(axeldrabanternas) flyktingspolitik lar
visserligen varit grym, men har inte vdra
amerikanska vinners politik varit lika
grym som dessa vira fienders? Si liiugc:
kriget pégéir stir det knappast i miinsk- |
lig makt att ridda de av tyskarna dnnmu
icke avriittade judarna. Salunda har man
litt att misstdnka att den nya krigs-
flyktingsniimndens bildande och dess for- |
klaringar bara &r tomms ord och kan.
ske valmanver som efter valen kommer
att réka i glomska,

2) Hittills var de allierades enda steg
for atf losa flyktingsproblemet konfe-

5) Jag tror mig alltsa ha fullgodu sksl
att konstatera att Firenta Staternag flyk-
tingspolitik under detta krig viisentligt
gatt ut pa, att i mojligaste min tita im-
migrationslagens lackor.
med att USA stingde
Flyktingar som hade visering till nagot
syd- eller mellanamerikanskt land 1940
och ville resa dit tver Petsamo—New
York férvigrades

Men inte nog
sin egen dérr.

transitvisering av
USA’s legation som begiirde att de skul-
le bevisa att de inte #mnade rymma i
New Yorks hamn. Hur kan en m#nniska
bevisa att hon inte Hmnar géra uégot?
Varje f6rnuftig varelso i Sverige ir 1040
visste att en flykting hellre ville resa
till Eldslandet #n att stanna i "Fiistning
Europas” murar. Men sddana skiil bet
inte pA yankees. Precist som det skulle
ha varit omdjligt for USA-polison att se
till att ett fatal flyktingar verkligen fort-
satte sin fird frin New York till desti-
nationsorten.

6) Btt specialfall fortjiinar kanske siir-
skilt omnémnande i detta summanhang,
emedan det torde vara betecknande for
yankee-diplomntens syn pd flyktingar,
ehuru det visserligen saknar direkt sam-
band
9 april 1040 och efterfiljande dagar i

med USA’s immigrationspolitik.

rsg ‘giordes
n]e av svenska presw:gzm Den-
na konfeleus fﬂstslug endast USA’s och
Envlmlds ofnrmaﬂn att gora. nigot, eme-

dan dessa linders imperier inte hade till-
riiekligt med utrymme (USA ir lika tunt
befolkat som Europas tunnast befolkade
land Norge!). Ar detta ctt fattigdoms-
bevis eller spokar vissa rasbegrepp oeck-
sd i anglosaxamas hjirnor? En stor del
av Europas judar utrotades, medan de
nuvarande allierade passivt dsig det ma-
kabra skiidespelet. Nu éir'det for sent och
man spelar upprérd med inga eller ringa
kostnader. Iar den nya krigsflyktings-
namnden i USA dtminstone ndgra planer
for att 16sa flykting-
problemet cfter kriget, ach i sa fall vilka?
X

skyndsammast

Regeringskrisen i Argentina.
BUENOS AIRES, onsdag. o

(TT frin Reuter.)

Det hekriiftas hiir att argentinske ut-
rikesmivistern  Gilbert, undervisningsmi-
nister Martinez Zevirin och statssekrefe-
rare Gonzalez ha nvgdtt,

LONDON: Marinminister Alexander
meddelade i dag i underhuset att alla
italienska krigsfartyg som kunna anvan.
das pd ett nyttigt sitt nu delta i sAdana
operationer som de &ro lampade for.

Oslo uppskte judisks flyktingar dir-

Fartygen ha italionska besittningar,

funnits brister ccksa hdr, men vilket av |
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ALLEHANDA )

22/4 1944 .

Flyktingsproblemet vixer

Egentligen har utlinningsfrigan i. Sverige relativt
blygsamina proportioner, om man insitier den i storre
sammanhang., En jamforelse med Schweiz visar t. ex.
oerhérde skillnader; dér borta har man ju mer dn 300.000

flyktingar och en inhemsk befolkning, som endast be ~

star av cirka fyra miljoner ménniskor. Det svenska fol-

_ ket #r betydligt stérre och antalet utlinningar betyd-
ligt mindre. Statsridet Moller ndmnde under sitt fore-
arag pad Akademiska foreningen i Lund for négra da-
gar sedan den senaste siffran: 47.000.

Bortser man emellertid fran jdmférelsematerial ut-
ifran och betraktar vart utlinningsproblem isclerat, en-
dast jamforbart med tidigare svenska forhallanden —
da blir perspektivet givetvis ett helt annat. D l4r ingen
Funna férneka att stora och komplicerade foréndringar
intrdffat under de senaste &ren. Strommen av flykting-
ar har stindigt okat. Hr Mdller pdvisade i sitt tal i Lund,
att vi for etv &r sedan endast hade 20.800 flyktingar i
-hela landet; det &r med andra ord mer &n en fordubb-
hing, som &gt rum under en ganska kort tidsperiod. Se-
dan gammalt dr det norrménnen, som #ro talrikast. De
ha kommit 6ver grinsen i allt storre skaror sedan bor-
jan av 1941. Annu for tvd &r sedan bestod deras grupp
dnck endast av cirka 6.000 personer. Mot slutet av 1942
rorde det sig om drygt 9.000 ménniskor, for ett ir sedan
om 16.000 och nu — enligt hr Méllers redogorelse — om
22000. Men &ven den danska gruppen har blivit betys
dande — hér dr det ju framfér allt hindelserna i Dan-
mark frin och med den 28 augusti foérra &ret, som dri-
vit siffrorna upp till nuvarande hjd: 14.000. Uppenbar-
ligen miste man o‘cksa rikna med en kraftig fortsatt
bkning dver hela linjen. Detta har tidigare understrukits
bl a. av 1943 irs utlénningssakkunniga, som ocksi hiv-
dat att invandringstrycket mot vara grinser kan kom-
ma att vara starky dven efter krigets slut. En biittre stat-
lig qrganisation for utlinningsirendenas behandling,
en girskild utlinningsingpektion, efterlystes som bekant
av dessa sakkunniga i februari. De siffror, hr Moller
drog fram i Lund foér nfgra dagar sedan, tyckas ge yt-
terligare eftertryck it detta énskemdél.

Sverige har skyldighet att taga hand om flyktingarna i

-~ och gor det med gliddje. Vi maste emellertid frdn bér-

jan ha klart for oss att flyktingsfragan kan bli ett verk-

ligt nationalproblem innan kriget #r slut eller i sam-
kand med fientligheternas upphdrande. Om t. ex. Nor~
ge och Danmark bli slagfélt, skulle ménniskor i tusen-
tal woligen firstka siitta sig 1 sikerhet pd svensk bot-
ten. Och vilket oerhdrt flyktingsproblem, som ett finskt
nederlag eller sammanbrott | striden mot ryssarna skulle
kunna innebiira for Sverige, behtver inte nirmare be-
skrivas. Man skall { detta sammanhang liksom i andra
akta sig fér att tro aty vi ha de virsta svarigheterna
‘bakom o088,

=
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!]05530'0 Eronor till
forfolida judar.

|
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Vid  Svenska. Israclsmissionens :

69:e drsmote pd sondagen upplystes
att denna numera ar den praktiskt -
taget enda kristna mission, som kan
ni Europas forfoljda judar med
hjlp,

Ej mindre in omkKring 100000 kr., i
form av penning- och livsmedelsgivor
kunde under fjoldret utsiindas genom
missionen till Tysklands och Osterrikes
kvarlevande judar, till Frankrikes och
Italiens interneringsliiger, till Ghettot i
Theresienstadt i Bohmen, till Jugoslavien
m. m. Aven i Sverige utdvas en omfat-
tande flyktingsverksamhet, sirskilt bland
ungdom, som lyckats rddda sig dver hit.

I Tyskland funnos fére féridlielserna
omkring 600 000 judar, av vilka nu blott
omkring 10000 Aterstd, och i Osterrike
kvarleva omkring 6000 av de 250000
judar som funnos dir fore 1937. I The-
resienstadts ghetto leva omkring 60 000
ménniskor i stor néd. 3% miljoner ju-
dar ha som bekant omkommit { Europa
under de senaste iren. Fruktansvirt dr
laget for de rumiinska judarna, Dir fanns
en stor norsk judemission, som sedan
1941 Bvertagits av Svenska Israelsmis-
sionen, vilken #dven ir ekonomiskt ansva-
rig for den f. d. norska missionen { Un-
gern med desg 1 miljon judar.

Aldrig tilliférne har ett &rdméte stillts
infor sk vildiga hjilpproblem, och de me-
del som hittilly kuonat -séndas ut till
Europas nddlidande judar #ro blott som
en droppe i havet. Arsmotet tppnades
imed hogmissogudstjinst { Messiaskapel-
{let, varvid styrelsens ordforande biskop
Torsten  Ysander predikade. Btt mis-
slonsoffer upptogs som inbragte dver
!2 000 kr. Vid ett efterfdljande samkvim
‘beriittade Danska Israelsmissioneng mis-
‘sionéir Abraham Scheradsky minnen frin
sin 30-ariga verksamhet bland Kopen-
hamusg judar. Vid gudstjinsten pd efter-
middagen féljde efter hilsningstal av bi-
skop Ysander ett téredrag av missionens
slate pastor { Wien kyrkoadjunt Johan-
nes Ivarsson, Goteborg, betitlat *Ingen
ménniska — bara en jude”. Talaren gav
en skakande gkildring av sina erfarenhe-
ter fr&n Wien, sedan antisemitismen
stegrats tilI en allt grymmare ominsk-
lighet, och berdrde &ven det fordolda ju-
dehat, som smugit slg in ! vida kretsar
L vArt land. Mot antisemitismens paroll
“Inte en ménniska — bara en Jude”
stdllde talaren det kristna budskapet
"Hir #ro vl icke jude eller grek, alla
dren I ett 1 Jesus Kristus" Biskop
Bjorkquist avslutade den gripande mis-
sfonsaftonen.

Arambtet forteiittor | dag mAndag med
férhandlingar  och misslonsfdredrag av
pastor Gdte Hedenqvist, som talar Sver
iimnet “N#r freden kommer”, varefter
missionsdirektor Birger Pornow talar om

"Kristot ritddningsarbete bland ett for-|
61t Israsl”, - |




F yktingsskaran
. uppe i 47.000.

LUND, torsdag.
T.T. Den svenska flyktingspo-
litiken Kklargjordes av statsradet

Gustay MiHer vid en talrikt besckt

studentafton pi torsdagen pa Aka-

demiska foreningen, dir inslaget av
flyktingar fran véra graonlinder
var mirkbart.

Statsradet Moller framhdll att vart

stora flyktingsproblem uppstod vid ti-
den for den tyska ockupationen av Dan-
mark och No da en mycket kraftig
sttom  av  fiyklingar sbkie sig till Sve-
rige. I maj i fjol hade vi silunda om-
kring 20800 flyktingar inom vara grin-
ser, dirav 16.000 norrmin, vilka alltsd
skapade virt forsta stora flyktingsprob-
lem. Sedan har anta'et mer &n fordubb-
lats, och just nu berdknas antalet flyk-
tingar i Sverige 1ill 47.000. Av dessa dr
22000 norrman och 14.000 danskar, Tys-
karsa, oiterrikarna och tjeckerna uppgir
till 5.000, Estlandssvenskarna till 2.000,
esterna till 1500, polackerna till 1000
samt ryssar, ungrare och fransmén till
1.500.

Just nu giller den bestimmelsen att
danska, islindska, finska och norska med-
borgare liksom Estlandssvenskarna inte
behover soka arbetstillstind. I regel far
flyktingarna uppehélla sig Sverallt i lan-
det, utom i de tre storsta stiderna, Stock-

| holm, Géoteborg och Malmd, I socialsty-
{ relsens regi finns 26 fria forléggningar,
vidare 45 i dansk samt 41 i norsk regi,

vartill ¥ fem interneri Sriagg-
ningar, sorterande direkt under socialsty-
relsen,




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

848/IC0/be AMERICAN LEGATION %

Stockholm, Sweden,
April 18, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle,
Director, War Refugee Board,
Washington, D.C.

Dear iir, Pehle:

I attach herewith copies of certain press'items
covering my appointment as representative in Sweden of
the War Refugee Board. Virtually all the papers in
Stockholm and the larger cities in Sweden carried more
or less similar items but I have been unable to secure
coples of all of them,

The items were based on & Reuters T.T. from Washing-
ton stating that I had been appointed Swedish represen-
tative of the "War Production Board and would arrive in
Sweden soon", Consequently, the press telephoned the
Legation for further details and were promptly referred
to me. Had I been aware that there would be a Washing-
ton release on this appointment, and had I known that
local interest would be so great, it could have been
possible to take full advantage of the situation by a
R carefully prepared statement whish would give fuller

force to the program and considerably more emphasis to
the President's statement. However, press queries were
by telephone, quite informal, and I simply tried to make
the best of a totally unprepared situation, Neverthe~
less, it seemed best that I emphasize briefly the fole
lowing points: -

(1) That it seemed a real opportunity for me to
work with the Swedes on this problem, in view of their
practical experience in this field and their great record.

(2) That I was to work closely with Swedish re-
.1llgious and charitable organizations and to keep the
War Refugee Board constantly informed as to what the
Americans could do to push the rescue program, I

thought
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thought it best to make no reference to the Swedish
Government since I am sure they will cooperate but
are somewhat nervous about talking about it officially.

As being more or less typlcal of these press items,
I attach a tiranslation of the interview appearing in the
Svenska Dagbladet, There were the usual variety of
misquotes of my remarks, not serious, and in general re-
lated to what the newspaper in guestion construed ny
remarks in English to mean in Swedish,

It is clear that local interest in this program is
very substantial and it will be up to me to make the most
of some rather unusual contacts already opened up. There
have been many callers who were simply seeking some pos~
sible personal prestige but certain others who3I am sure,
will come back very soon with a concrete program, In
my discussions I have emphasized constently "What are
your facilities?” and "Can you bring me a concrete program?"
This has helped a great deal in weeding out the publicity
seekers and idlers.

The press items brought a deluge of callers into the
office and telephone calls far into the night, It is
clear that a large proportion of the 50,000 refugees in
Sweden has construed my appointment as a mission to solve
all their personal problems, There has been a great
flood of them to ask advice and help in emigrating to
America, to rescue their relatives in ocoupied Europe,
to deliver messages to them, to help them obtain Jjobs in
Sweden or funds from the United States, ete. etec. In
one case a Dane came in to ask me to obtain Peniecillin
from London, since his daughter would die within 48 hours
without it. Also has come a stream of Job seekers,almost
all without qualifications except the wish to work.,

Due to the fact that many of them speak in the most
terrible jargon of foreign languages imaginable which
incidentally I find is contagious, it has been necessary
to talk with all of them to make certain that somebody
with perhaps an important contribution is not overlooked.
Obviously, it has been a tremendous burden and has dis-
organized my work, but I consider it temporarilly essen-
tial until a specific program shapes up. Also, it soon
should be possible to determine Just what type of as=
sistance is necessary to 1ift that part of the load that
is liftable.

Important conferences are scheduled for most of this
week and next, from which it should be possible to forward

conecrete
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concrete plans to you.

Sincerely yours,

Iver C. Olsen,”
Special Attaché for
War Refugee Board.

Enclosures as stated




"Flyktingsattaché”
fran USA bar.

Ar Iver C. Olsen.

— Jag dr mycket glad at, att jag
fatt mitt nya arbete forlagt just till
Stockholm, ty Sverige har i Ameri-
ka'ett stadgat anseende som monster-
land i allt vad som giller flyktings-
hjilp, framhaéller for Svenska Dag-
bladet den norskfédde finansattachén
vid amerkanska beskickningen 1
Stockholm, mr Iver C. Olsen. Han
har utnimnts till det amerikanska
"War Refugee Boards™ represen-

tant i Sverige med speciell uppgift
att syssta med “'riddning av och
hjalp &t judar och andra forfoljda
minoriteter i Europa’.

! Innan jag strax fére jul kom till Sve-

irige som finansattaché vid vAr stock-
holmslegation, beriittar mr Olsen, hade
Jjag i Washington under min tjiinstzo-
ring i finansdepartementet en hel del
att gora siirskilt med ekonomiska fri-
gor, som ha samband med flvktings-
hjiilpen. Denna verksamhet satfes re-
dan 1940 i ging i Amerika, och tack
vare det mest generésa understid dels
frin statens sida, dels fran privata me-
cenater och sociala och religidsa insti-
tutioner, har en omfattande hjilp kun-
nat presteras. I februari i Ar bildades

"sd& "War Refuges Board” i Washing-
ton fér att samordna hela verksamhe-
_ten och det #r diirifrdn min utn#mning
som sverigerepresentant nu kommit,
Det amerikanska flyktingsrddet har
dnnu s& linge férutom mig en repre-
sentant i Ankara men det dr meningen
att "flyktingsattacheer” snarast méjligt
skola tillsittas ocksd i Lissabon och
Madrid.

Det arbete, som dessa tjiinstemin nu!
skola utféra, har noga utformats och:
programmatiskt  fastslagits, pﬁminner;
mr Olsen i det tal i flyktingsfragan,!
som president Roosevelt holl den 29-
wmars, I enlighet hdrmed blir det min |
frimsta uppgift att soka kontakt med
de institutioner av olika slag, som hir
i Sverige och i Europa over huvud ta-
get arbeta med flyktingshjiilpen, s& att
siga kartligga behoven i friga om de
olika flyktingskategorierna och diref-.
ter foresld Washington limpligaste siit-
tet att bhidraga till losningen av pru-!
blemen, Vi onska alltsd ett intimt sam-
arbete Sverige—USA p& detta omrdde,!
slutar .mr Olsen, och eftersom sven-.
skarna ha en enastfiende erfarenhet av!
flyktingsarbetet och gjort kanske mer
iin ndgot annat land for dem Som Ri-
get drivit fran hus och hem, dr Stock-
holm den biista tiinkbara punkt var-

ifrdn en amerikansk hjdlpinsats i Eu-

.ropa kan orznni_sgms.




Svenska Dagbladet, 13.4.44.

"Refugee-Attaché” Here from U.S.4.

"I'm veéy glad that my new work is located in
Stockholm, for in America Sweden enjoys an ever incréasing
recognition as a leader in all matters concerning refugee
aig", states Mr., Iver C. Olsen, the Norwegian-born Financial
Attaché at the American Legation in Stockholm. He hes just
been appointed representstive to Sweden for the American
War RrRefugee Board, with the special task of "rescuing and

helping Jews and other persecuted minorities in Hurope".

"Prior to uy arrivel in Sweden just before Christmas
as Financial Attaché, I had in Washington during my service
in the Treasury Department, a considerable experience with
the, financial problems involved with refugee and relief
matters., This relief activity was initiated in America
even earlier than 1940 and from private, social and religous
institutions, an extensive assistance has been made possible.
In February of this year, the War Refugee Boardrwas formed

to coordinete all such activities and it is on behalf of

this organization that I nave now been appointed representa-

tive in Sweden."

The War Refugee Board has already a representative in
Ankara, but now it is also intended to send Refugee Attachés

to Lisbon and Madrid as soon as possible.
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The work these officials are about to start has been
¢
clearly pianned and set by program in the recent speech on
the refugee problem given by President Roosevelt on Harch 29?
¥Mr. Olsen reminds us.

"sccordingly, it will be my foremost task to seek contact
with the various institutions in Sweden and in Europe in
general that are working with refugee problems in order to
formulate the requirements in gquestion for the various groups
of refugees and to send Washington proposals of the best
means of solving the problems.”

wWe want a close cooperation between Sweden and the U.S.A,
in this field, concludes Mr. Olsen, since the Swedes have an
extraordinery experience in refugee work and have done probably
more than any other country for those driven from house and

home. Stockholm seems to be one of the best possible places

from which an American aid program could be organized in

Europe.
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USA-DIPLOMAT
organiserar jude-
hjiilp i Stockholm

WASHINGTON, onsd. (TT fr. Reu-
- ter). Krigsproduktionsridet medde-

lar att I. C, Olsen utnimnts till spe-
ciell representant i Stockholm. Ol-
sen skatl framfdér allt syssla med
*riddning och hjdlp &t judar och
andra férféljda minoriteter i Eu.
ropa’,

(4

Mr L C. Olsen. som nimns i tele-;
grammet ovan identisk med ameri-
kansko finansaitachén i Stockbolm, som
vistats hir sedan jultiden, di han kom
med flyg direki fran TSA. Vid eft sam-
tal med Allehanda bekriiftar han att han
iiven tilldelats den antydda uppgiften,

— Jag har tidigare sysslat med be-
sliktade frigor hemma i Amerika, s
ger han. Meningen dr att s ka organi-
gera all den hjilp som dr mdjlig i sam-
arhbete med svenska institutioner, som
Ar verksamma i liknande syite, Mitt ar-
petsiilt dr egentligen hela Europa. Jug
har redan sokt kontukt med Bagra av
dessa svenska hjilporganisationer och
hoppas pit elt gott resultat. Sverige,
gom limnat siadana bevis pi humanitet
och rittiinkande gentemot alla katego-
vier landsflyktiga. erbjuder nu den
bisla “operationshasen” for detta slags
ritddningsarbete,

Mr Otsen #r fodd i Nordunorge, men
hans torildrar  emigrerade tidigt il
USA. Han har sedan aldrig Aterseft sitt
fodelseland. Han hoppas att relativi
snart kunna

ira 8ig svenska.
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USA unamner
flyktingsattaché.

Fér “raddning av judar och
andra férféljda minoriteter”

WASHINGTON, onsdag. (TT. fr. Reuter.)

Krigaproduktionsr&det
meddelar att 1. C. Olsen utnimnis
till speciell represetnant i Stockholm.
Olsen skall framfor allt syssla med
»riddning och hjdlp av judar och andra
férisljda minoriteter i Europa”.

x ¥ x

Den i telegrammet omtalade mr Olsen
ir handelsatiaché vid amerikanska lega-
tionen och har varit i Sverige sedan strax
fére jul. Sin nya uppgift har han fatt
dirtsr att han under sitt arbete vid fi-
nansdepartementet i Washington kommit
i nira berdring med flyktingar och de-
ras problem, vilka mycket ofta &r av
ekooomisk art,

— Min nya uppgift i Sverige blir att
trida 1 forbindelse med de olika evenska
hjilporganisationerna och att meddela
Washiogton vad vi i vir tur kan gira
for att hjilpa svenskarna i deras arbete
for flyktingar siiger mr Olsen,

~— Det dr ett omrdde som svenskar-
pa vet mycket mer om iin jag och for
Amerikea dAr det en stor glidje att f&
samarheta med 6t land som gjort mer
for flyktingar #in ndget anna 1 Europa.

— Sirskilt vad de praktiska arrange-
mangen betriffar har ni ju mycket stdr-
re erfarenhet dn vi. President Roose-
velty uttalande i flyktingsfragan { férra
veckan sisar den vég han drskar att hans
medhjilpare skall ta och det ir med stor
glidje jag griper mig an med min nya
uppgift att hjdlpa judar och andra for-
toljda i depn man jag kan,

— Har amerikanska regeringen till-
astt nigra liknande poster pA andra plat-
sor?

~— Ja, jag”vet att det redar fmns en
speciell representant 1 Ankara och att
det &r meningen att skicka nhgon till Spa-
nlen och nagon till Portugal. Till
Schwelz skulle vl girna vilja sinda en
representant ocksd, men det #r svart aft
fA @it aagon och dir finns fér niirva-
rande inzen som dr limplig. Men det vik-
tigaste landet i detta aveeende Hr utan
tvivel Sverige,
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l ’lektz’ngmttacbé”
f dan USA bar,

Mr Iver C. Olsen.

— Jag dr mycket glad &, att jag
fatt mitt nya arbete forlagt just till
Stackholm, ty Sverige har i Ameri-
ka ett stadgat anseende som ménster-
land i allt vad som giller flyktings-
hjdlp, framhéller for Svenska Dag-
bladet den norskfodde finansattachén
vid amerikanska beskickningen i
Stockholm, mr Iver C. Olsen. Han
har utndmnts tll det amerikanska
"War Refuges Boards™ represen-
tant § Sverige med speciell uppgift
alt'ayssla\med "riddning av och
hidlp &t judar och andra forfoljda
minoriteter i Furopa’".

Innan jag strax fére jul kom till S\S»!
3ri;ze som finansattaché vid vir stock- |
i holmslegation, berdttar mr Olsen, hadei
ijne i Washington under min tjiinstgs- |
‘ring i finansdepartementet en hel del
att gira sirskilt med ekonomisks fra-
gor, som ha samband med flyktings-
bjilpen. Denna verksamhet sattes re-
dan 1940 i gdng i Amerika, och tack
vare det mest genervsa understod dels
friin statens sida, dels fran privata me-
cenater och sociala och religitsa insti-
tutioner, har en omfattande hjilp kun-
nat presteras. I februari i &r bildades
si "War Refugee Board” i Washing-
ton for att samordna hela verksamhe-
ten och det iir dirifrAn min ufniimning
som sverigerepresentant nu kommit.
Det amerikanska flyktingsriddet har
dnnu sa linge férutom mig en repre-
sentant i Ankara men det dr meningen
att "flvktingsattacheer” snarast majligt ;
skola ftillsiittas ocksd i Lissabon och
Madrid.

Det arbete, som dessa tjinstemiin nu
skola utfdra, har noga utformats och
programmatiskt - fasislagits, padminner
mr Olsen i det tal i flvktingsfrigan,
som president Roosevelt holl den 29
mars. I enlighet hiirmed blir det min
framsta uppgift att séka kontakt med
de institutioner av olika slag, som hiir
i Sverige och i FEuropa over huvnd ta-
get arbeta med flyktingshijilpen, sd att
stiga kartligga behoven i friga om de
olika flykfingskategorierna och divef-:
ter foresli Washington limpligaste siit-
tet att bidraga till 1osningen av pro-
Memen, Vi dnska alltsd ett intimt sam-
arbete Sverige—USA pd detta omrdde,
slitar mr Olsen, och eftersom sven-
: skarna ha en enastiende evfarenhet av
fivktingsarbetet och giort kanske mer
dn ndgot annat land for dem som kri-
eet drivit frin hugeh hem, ir Stock-
holm den bhiista tiinkbara punkt var-
ifrin en amerikansk hijiilpinsats i Eu-
ropa kan organiseras.




USA-man i Sverige |
for flyktinghjalp

My I. C. Olsen. .
i \VASHINGTON, onsdag,
T.T. frdn Reuter. Rédet for krigsflyk-
tingarna meddelar att I, C. Olsen ut-~
namnts till speciell representant i Stock-
holm. Olsen skall framfér allt syssla med
N "réddning och hjilp av judar och andra
: forfoljda minoriteter i Europa”,
Ed

Mr I C. Olsen &r identisk med
amerikanske finansattachén i Stock-
holm, som vistats hir sedan jultiden,
dd han kom med flyg direkt frin
U. S A,

R — Jag har tidigare sysslat med be-
sliktade frégor hemma i Amerika, si-
ger han, Meningen #r att s6ka orga-
nisera all den hjilp som ir mojlig 1
samarbete med svenska institutioner
som dr verksamma i liknande syfte.

Mr Olsen #r fodd i Nordnorge, men
chans férildrar emigrerade tidigt till
U. S. A. Han har sedan aldrig fter-

- sett Norge. Han hoppas ati relativt
snart kunna lira sig svenska, J




Flyktingattaché

fran Amerika

verkar i Sverige

1 telegram pa onsdagen fran
‘Washington meddelar krigsproduk-
tionsradet att I C. Olsen utnimnts
till speciell representant 1 Stock-
holm. Mr Olsens huvudsakliga syss-
Ia skall bestd 1 ”riiddning och hjilp
av judar och andra minoriteter i
Europa”. En liknande representa-
tion forekommer redan i Ankara,
och meningen ir att nAgon skall
skickas fiven till Spanlén och Portu-
gal.

Mr Olsen kom till Stockholm direkt
med flyg frAn Amerika f6re jul och har
h#ir fungerat som finansattaché vid
amerikanska legationen. Dessforinnan
tjinstgjorde han
vid amerikanska
finansdepartemen-
tet 1 Washington,
d4r "han kom 1
niira kontakt med
flyktingsproble-
men. Hans verk-
samhetsfilt som
flyktingsattaché
omspinner egent-
ligen hela Europs,

. och han skall hir
- 1. C. Olsen. trida i forbindelse
med svenska hjiilp-
organisationer och meddela Washington
vad som kan gdras for att bitrida aven-
skarna i deras arbete for flyktingarna.
+  Mr Olsen Ar f8dd | Nordnorge, men
3hans forildrar emigrerade tidigt til~
. USA och han har sedan aldrig Atersett
| sitt fidernesland. Det hoppas han emel--
{lertid snart kunna gora, och likasi hop-
{pas mr Olsen snart kunna lira tala

svenska.




C. I. Olsen,

USA utnimner ‘
. flyktingsattaché |
i Stockholm '

WASHINGTON den 12 april,
. (TT fr. Reuter)  Hrigsflyktings-
i ridet meddelar at| I C. Olsen ut-
niimnts  tIf  speciely representant |
Stockholm. Olser skall framfor allt
syssln med “riiddning och hjilp av
Judar och gpndra firf6ljda minoriteter
i Europn”,

*

Mr Olsen, som tjinsigjort som finans- -
attaché vid amerikanska legationen sedan
jultiden, dA4 han anlinde hit fran USA,
ir fddd j Nordnorge, men hans forildrar
emigrerade tdigt till Amerika och han har
aldrig Atersett sitt fodelseland.

Mr Olsen har tidigare sysslat med Hk-
nande frigor i USA och meningen iir, att N
haq skall trada § forbindelse med olika ’
svenska hjilporganisationer for att | sam-
arbete med dessa organisera all den hjilp,
som Ar méjllg.




Stockholm site
for flyktinghjdlp

WASHINGTON onsdag
{TT {r. Reuter).
Krigsproduktionsradet meddelnr
att I C. Olsen utnimnts till speciell
representant i Stockholm:. Olsen
skall framfér allt syssla med “ridil-
ning och hjilp av judar och andra
forfoljda minoriteter i Europa”.

Till utrikesdepa‘:‘.ementet har dnnu
icke ingtt nagon underrittelse om
den speciclle amerikanske delegaten
eller hans verksamhet i Stockholm.
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TRANSLATTON

v
NYA DAGLIGT ALLEHANDA
Stocxholm, Sweden,
February 15, 1944.
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WIDELY SPREAD CLANDRSTINE T2ADE WITH RerUaEs Golp

Copenhagen man leader of central in Stockholm.
83,000 kronor in the lump - while others are
starving.

According to official statements, there are now almost
50,000 refugees in Sweden. During 1943 alone 20,000
refugees arrived in Sweden and the events in Denmark are,
of course, chiefly responsible for this bigh figure.

It can be estimated that out of these 50,070 refugees
12,070 dre living in Stockholm, OSpread over the whole country,
there are, according to the calculations, 21,000
Morwegians, 13,990 Danes, some 6,000 without a passport,

3,500 Finlanders (the children not counted) and nearly
2,000 Poles. To this must be added small groups among
which the ex-German citizens hold a prominent position.
The Jews form, of course, a large percentage of the refu-
gess.

Common to them all is the uncertainty as to the future.
The possibilities of the refugees of making a living of
their owr in this country, which has given them a temporary

+agylum, has, of course, turned out quite differently, On

the whole, it can, however, he sald that they have found
their way in a satisfying manner, and the government does
all it can to help them with money and work.

5,000 are working in the woods.

It can be estimated that 5,000 refugees are now work-
ing in the woods, most of them Norwegians, who have the
best qualifications tg find their way in our woods, we
are told by The Refugee Committee and The Ministry for
a ¥
Social Welfare.

Furthermore, a great number has been absorbed by
industry which has suffered from shortage of man-power
but found clever and intercsted assistance from the refu-
gees of our neighbouring countries. As early as last
autumn many refugees got such jobs, and since then a grow-
ing number has been put on similar jobs. The training to
metal workers has been done to a large extent, and in most
cases the result has been satisfying. Juite a large
number of Danes has become shop assistants.

. Difficult

7




Difficult for the artists.

In some cases it 1is, of course, impossible to fit in
the refugees ,into new labor structure, buf this is more
due to the personal considerations than lack of good in-
tentions. For example, it has been most difficult for
the practisers of free professions and many of them live
on the verge of starvation, in spite of the fact that
people have begun to realize their difficulties and try
to help them by giving direct support to their production,
for instance that of the artists,

Musicians are also in an awkward position. You can-
not send a violinist to the woods, where his hands would
be spoilt.

Anong othsr measures tken to help the refugess it
may be mentionad that s shop has been opened at Grevture-
gatan in Stockholm, to which handy refugees can deliver
their products for sale. Heedle work and carved work
represent the biggest part, but repairs of fountain pens
and China are alsc being done there, This business has
proved to be a brilliant idea, and no complaints can be
made against the determination of the refugees to make
their own living so far as this is possible,

On_the verge of starvation.

The pleasant fact that many refugees, to some extent,
have succeeded in settling down and obtaining a tolerable
income does not, however, conceal the fact that the situa-
tion is almost intolerable to those who are forced to live
on the support given by nationsl institutions alone. They
get about 110 Kr. monthly, just as much as the Swedish
parochial relief and it needs almost a wizard to be able
to live on this amount.

If they do not get any more money, in form of con-
tributions from private friends or their own refugee com-
mittees, for instance, their condition can be called one

.of real misery. They »ve living on the verge of starva-

tion and many tragedies ocour in secrecy. The pawn
shops offer a way out but, in genaral, the refugees do
not possess many things to bring there, And, further-
more, the solution is only a temporary one.

Increased police work.

There is thus nothing astonishing in the fant that
the police in Stockholm has got a lot of additional work

because
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because of the invasirn ha refugees. FEmbezzle-—

ments and swindles on = small scale oceur now and then,
bul, on the whole, the rolicy is of the opinien that the
fcr%igners are decent pecple. MAmeng so many people

there must always, apart from the general conditions, be
those wine sre not 100 percent. blameless, the police noints
out,

4
Illegal gold trade.

In striking contrast to the above nent%oned facts
stands, however, the trade with refugee jewelry and refu-
gee gold, which, according to reports in well infommed
cireles, is flourishing at the expense of those who
managaed to escape with their fortunes., It is well known
that, smong others, a lot of Usnes arrived here in a fer
Trom destituted condition. They reprasent, relatively,

a small r =nd have later on besn very helpful tc
their comp 5, but they have got intc the clutches
individuals who heve net lLasitsted to prefit

of ruthle
by the ticn,

prices, transacticns are now conducted all over
‘the country and those who practise them are said tc make
a2 goud nrefit, The central is to be found in Storkholm.
Tha jeweller's shops in Sweden heve, however, with a few
exceptions, dissociated themselves from this kind of
trade. It may happen, it is true, that refugees tum to
them and of fer them to buy jewelry, but then the refugess
know that they will be treated in an irreproachable way,

Tranzactions amounting to 83,000 kr.

One of the biggest, transactions cf this kind that has
probably been carried out in Swsden, was concluded by a
large firm in Stockholm. This firm bought a parcel of
ornamen*s and Jewelry from a refugee at a price of between
70,070 and 80,000 kr. These omamente had, however, not
been smuggled into this country but had been deposited in
a bank here before the crisis had beccme acute in order to
rFut the property of the person in question in safety. No
complaints can be made against this transaction, but it
illustrates another side of the refugee problem than that
of gtarvation and misery.
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