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848/ICO/MET 

Mr. John w. Pehle 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

/ 
AMERICAN LEGATION 

Stockholm, Sweden 
May 16, 1944 

Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 

Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Pehle : 

I enclose for ~he information of the Board two 
letters from the Stateless Jewish Committee in Fin
land addressed to the War Refugee Board. 

This group is for the moat part among the 113 
presently being evacuated to Sweden. There remain 
approximately 40 Stateless Jews except they are not 
"refugees" in the true sense of the word since many 
of them have been living in Finland for as long as 
40 years. However, they are very anxious to leave 
and we are having active discussions with several 
local Jewish organizations in their behalf. Pros
pects seem favorable. 

Enclosures - 2 

Sincerely yours, 

·0~<2.~ 
Iver c. Olsen/ 

Special Attach~ for 
War Refugee Board. 

.. , 



't'o tl1e 
Gffice of ~tr-reiu~ce~, 
-i-e.siiin~ l 

.LJear sirs, 

~--B.iJf:ii, 23 • 3 • ::;__ J 4 4. 

e ask you to excuse us lol· -,;otueriuL yoL~ oncE. L<.f,&.in, but vre 

l1ave to do it no~._,. as long as \il.:; c1.re c.l1le to. J .• ay t.;e,_. poli ticall;y or inG.i-

vidually circw.,stances l&l.ke it Lrc>ossi. bl<O ror us to reac" you later one. 

n.s we tola iu our l'Ci..ver o1 t.Le 3.3. l94l1 our situation bets 

now rapidly worse in prO}IOrtion to tl<e increasing poli tica:. ana military 

situation of the country. 

Rut tne s';edish government can not decidc; yet to giv the visa 

-~-

for this about 100 jewis1l refugees. Tlle 10 of j,.rach it was d·-Cided in t(l~ __ J 
Cabinet council that our case was not actual and urt;ent. ic:iome days lE.ter 

the reporter of the Foreign of1 ice, l.ega tionsradet Gvante ;:ells ted t, 

declaired this: 

" Gince some time ago it ·:tas told us that the situation of the 

refugees in Finland was dangerous. :Juring this tir.w nothing happened them. 

This demonstratestllat there can not be any dangerousness for them." 

From this,one can concludo,that only if something extraerdinary 

happens a part of us,the rest that still are alive perhaps will be helped. 

'1'he events in Hungary shows age.in how quickly it can happen 

something in evry belligerent country in Europe. that makes every nelp to 

late. lf something woulu llappen here in :B'inland in one or other way. we would 

be· the first victims, because just. we, through the nazipropaganda,has been 

mostly exposed in this country. 

-' 



':!hen the dan~er is already over us ';",-e ·have ~no r.1ore op::urtuni t~· to 

escape, '.'le are now lookinG for ct hidint;-place 1 to conceal us for the threa te-

nin6 danger 
1 
but we have already no's the sorry experience tha.t it is neErl: 

im-possi-ble. We a;re the whole ti:,:e controled, As seen we try to speak a wore 
- 'i 

in tne for us auite impassible finnish language,everyvody knows ~e are 
. - ·-

foreicners. ~mouncst us there are small children,old people until bU years 

and even sick people. The feelir1,; of the population is very iwstile just 

a10ainst us refugees •. 'tll tr1ose circuu1stances Giakes our r1iding quite in vain. 

'l'he few friends '?:e have are just noll powerless and can not uelp us wi til the 

best intentions. Ti1erefore we are quite uelpless und unprotected, 

In tl1is desparate sitaation we got an idea to submit you: 

Because the swedish r;overnuent will not see the really fact,we are as

king 
0
-ou to propose to the e;ovcrnuent of tl1e C,S,Al to give us U.3 •. ,.-pass-

ports as long it is tecimically possible. If th~n, because of the pe.ss-'ports 

of the U.B.Al the svredish government is beeing asked for visa,they can not 

refuse, 

·:le really know that ti1is our request cwans sor.1ething q~i te exceptional 

but it also ariseu. from a very exceptional situation •. ie do hope tue govern-

ment of the u.::;.A.c,nderstanos it and in this em€rgency will use the liberal 

measure. Therefore we dare to come to you with our request. 

·.ve thank you in anticipation for all your comprehension and hope 

to get your help in time and decisive, 

/. f!..hJMzs respectfully 

~~~/~~803-
and the 'same mames as in the last letter. 



l.ammi,3.3.l944. 

To the 
Office of war5refugees, 
~ashington. 

Dear sirs, 

~Ve undersighnec,, belonging to the about hundred jewish refugees 

trod ~i~~le Lurope,at present living in Finland,beg you as soon as possible 

tp give us the chance of coming to Sweden. 

Without beeing visible to the outer-world,are we in the same 

situation as in the desperates years l938-l939,when we left Austria, 

Germany and Folonia. ·:le dont se any chance of escaping the same inevitable 

fate,that has touched hundrertnousanas of jews in dii"rerent countries or 

Europe,if not this our request will help us in time to go to the neutral 

sweden. 

·The. experiencis of' the latest 2 l/2 years, that nearly brole us 

physically and psychically,will we to'lche only in short words, It contains 

everything of the known treatment of the jews in t!te different countries of 

Europe; Internierung in quite impossi Lle predicaments wi tlwut any considers t~o. 

to women, children and old people, ;,.any ·::ere taken to Koncentra tionslager, 

many were threatened with deportation to places occupieci. b) the Germans. 

As known this threat was partly executed, l'IXow great the number is,we dent 

know exactly,but it is only verified being greater as it was admitted by 

the official refutation which was given at that time, J<;xaminations by the 

state-police after Gestapomethods,promises or threats of sent to Germany to 

to e~torte spy~rvices for the state-polic e a,s,o. As all those circum-



z 
stances are known fr,_ many other countries of ..C:c. __ J~e we will avoid the 

details. 

The present si~ation too we will me~tion only in short words, 

because the general knowledg4-es of Your Office are sufficient. 

' Through the official and semi-official explanations of the reputted 

improvement of our positionthe outer-world got the impression ~e are living 

now in a surer situation. The case is quite contrary to the real fact. The 

nearer the political and military complications approauhed t:1is co~:ntry 

the more dangerous gets our situation. 

:Earlier we were suurended to the \'.'ill of the higher authorities, 

but now our situation has changed catastrophally. Through the nazi-propaganda 

of the last 2 1/2 years,is a part of the population so set against us that 

we fear it comes any minute to an outbreak. Lately this bitter propaganda, 

above all against us jewish refugmes,got greatert~n ever. Aggressions of 

the subordinated authorities and the threatniug of the population are 

encreasing. Even if the hi,;her authorities would have the best intentions 

towards us,they wouldn't have the possibility o!' ::tkH protecting us. The more 

critical the piHitical situation of the countrj¢,the greater the danger for us. 

The jewinilh community in F.inla11d has simply no chance to help us, 

Beeing in a mental pressure they never dared to intercede for us,on the 

contrary,they did their best to sup]ort the ofricial declarations and contra-

dictions • 

• \s in november 1942 the director of the jewish community was asked 

about the koncentrationslager for the jewish refugeed,he disclaimed emphatically 

'its existence and explained that everything was quite all right with us, 

Only 14 days later the world got to know about the lioncentrationslager as 

well as about a part of the deportations. 

Obeying a wish of higher authorities the jewish community of Helsing-

-' 
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fors ouly about two months ago,explaineu to c>weden that we are treated 

exactly in the same way as all the other foreigners here, This attitude of 

the com•Juni ty sup~JOrts the of1 icial opinion and deprai ves us of the chance . 
to be helped., 1 

Lore than a year we are desperatly struggling to get visa to 

Sweden. l.lany politic ian and prou1inent personages of the country, who have 

the right view of our situation and who wants to rescue us,are stru~_;bling 

for us, r.:ore than once the s·.vedish Foreign-:Jepartment nearly promised to give 

the visa but every time it has been delayed, Allways when they were asked 

about it the Swedish Foreign-Department officially answered taay got no 

time yet to prn'fe the applays,but inofficialy it is known,that they will 

not give us the visa,because they will e;a.Erd the good will of Finland abroad. 

They find that we could escape to Sweden if the situation t;ets to dangerous 

for us here. In spite of all our explanations that in our case its also 

teclmically impossible, the Swedish Foreign-Department finds, that the e;ood 

reputation of :li'inland means more than our security and keeps to the various 

Finnish official explanations. 

If some real authority would use their influence on Swedish 

Foreign-Department there wpuld perhaps be a possibility of getting visa 

at the right time, Otherwise it can be to late. The history of the latest 

years has- to often verified that efiective actions in order to _xescue the 

jews were undertaken to late, 

Through the radio and p1iess we got to know that the new ofiice 

for refugees of the war has as its aim to help where its yet possible, 

Therefore we send as our last hope this urgent request. 

At last one request, Flease,donlt use this ltter in such a way 

that cauls make our position v1orse, if it will be known we have written_ it; 

----------- ----~------·-------
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848/ICO/MET 

Mr. John w. Pehle 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN LEGATION 

Stockholm, Sweden 
May 15, ,944 

Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle : 

As of possible interest to the War Refugee Board, 

I enclose several translations from the local presses 

as well as other matters relating to the refugee 

problem. 

Enclosures - 15 

Sincerely yours, 

~<2.~ 
Iver C. Olsen v 

Special Attach~ for 
War Refugee Board. 

. \ 
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SOURCE: Nya Dagligt Allehanda, April 29, 1944 

ALL JEWISH DWELLINGS IN HUNGARY CONFISCATED. 

,. 
l Budapest, April 28, 1944 

The Hungarian Government has now issued a law 
entitling the municipal officials to dispose of all 
Jewish dwellings. These can be confiscated partly to 
make room for public institutions, partly for the benefit 
of private. In societies larger than with a population 
of 10,000 inhabitants, the Jews will be gathered in 

special ghettoes. 

-I 



Nya. Dagligt Allehanda, 

April 29, 1944 

'f 

Alia iudiska bostader 
i Ungern beslagtas 

HLIIJ.-\PEST. frectag. (STR) Den unger.:=ka regeringen 
har nu ulnirclat en lag, :-;om berattigar de kommunala 
fOrvaltning:-oorganen i Llngern att fOrfoga 0\'el' alia judi
_.,ka ho->ttider. De.=>sa ho,.;t~ider kunna heslagtagas dels fOr 
at t hereda plats ilt offentliga institutioner, de is ocksa fUr 
pri\·atper:-:oner.s r3kning_ I samhlillen meet (h•er 10,000 
im·finare ;.;kola judat'l1a sammanfOras i ett slirskilt ghetto, 



SOURC:Z: Dagens Nyheter, April. 29 , 1944 

BELGIAN JEWS TRANSPORTED TO POL.LJ:m. 

Bern, April 28, 1944 

A traveller just arrived from Belgium, reports 
that while the Germans deported all foreign Jews in 
Belgium, they let those Jews who carried the David 
Star in peace. Lately, however, systematical Jew 
razzias have been started at night. These Belgian 

Jews are sent to Malines, from where they in groups 
of 500-600 are transported to Poland. ~rhey are sent 

in cattle wagons, with 60 in each. The death percentage 
during these transports are fearfully high. 



Dagens Nyheter, 

April 28, 1944 

1 
Belgi.ska judar 

fraktas till Polen 
Fnin Dagens Nylieters Ber-n-

kon·espondent. 

E BERN, fredag. 
n resande som anliint hit friin 

Belgien beriittar att under det t;\'S

karna deporterat alia utliindska ju
dar i Belgien har de hittiJis 13m
nat de belgiska judar som biir Da
vidsstjiirnan i fred. Pli scnaste ti
den har man emellertid biirjat sy
stematiska juderazzior nattetid. De 
belgiska judarna fOrs till 1\Ialines, 
varifr8n de i grupper p8 500-600 
transporteras till Polen. De trans
porteras i kreatursvagnar - med 60 
personer i varje vagn. Di:idspro
centen under dessa . transporter ar 
fruktansviirt hOg, 

C.-A. B. 

, 
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SOURCE: Stockholms Tidningen, April 29, 1944 

GERMANS FIND TOO MANY JEWS IN THE 
HUNGARIAN TOWNS. 

Berlin, April 28, 1944 

From the Hungarian towns Munkacs, Kaschua and 
U~gvar, all Jews have been transferred to concentration 
camps. The measure is motivated by the fact that the 
towns lie too near the war zone and that the recently1 opened spy processes show that an especially large 
percentage of those who have been in contact with the 
foreign spy work, prove to be Jews. It is remarkable 
that in those towns where the Jews now have been 
arrested, it appears that there are about twice as 
many of them as there should be according to the latest 
census. 



Stockholms Tidningen, 
April 29, 1944 

i Tyskarna £inner 
for manga judar 

1 U ngerns stader 
Friin St.-T:s Btrlirrreda~tion. 

BERLIN den 28 april. 
Frl\n de ungerskn stiiderna l\lttn· 

ka.cs, Kaschau och Ungvar bar 
alia judar transporterats bort och 
fOrts till koncentrationslager. At
giirden moth•eras med att dessa 
stiider Jigger fOr nlira stridszonen 
samt ntt de stora spionagepro
cesser som pl\bOrjats utvlsar att 
just judarna i slirskllt stort om· 
fAng st.Att i fOrblndelse mcd det ut
Uindska splonaget. 1\-{iirkligt iir aft 
dar man i Ungern nu tagit fast 
judnr, har man kOIL'itaterat a(t det 
finn'i ungeftir dubbelt sa mS.nga 
som den senaste folkraknlngen an· 
gav. 
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SOU,'WE: Svenska Dabbladet, ];;ay 4, 1944 

Berlin, J;iay 3, 1944 

l'he oruer of mobilization, issueu in ;<;stenia d•<i 
:Latvia sowe time ago, has now also been ext<onded to 
Litnuania, where several classes of the Lithuanian ma
le youth have ueen drat'ted for l'articipation in the 
light against the Russians. 

"""\ 
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MobiliserinK 
. L. S'D z ztauen.a..,'-'41f. 

BERLIN, maj. (Sv. D:s 
Berlinred.) Sedan fOr n8.gon tid 

sedan en del 8.rg<lngar i Estland 

och Lettland inkallats till militarp 
tjiinst, har man nu iiven i Litauen 

utfiirdat mobiliseringsorder fOr fle.
ra 8.rg8.ngar av den manliga litauiska 
ungdomen fOr deltagande i striden 
mot rys.sarna. 
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SOURCE: Dagens hyheter, May 4, 1944 

HELP 1!0 JEWlS~J ChiLDRE.L .• 

The committee for racepersecuted children, which 
started last spring, renders an account of 2:},268 kro
nor for the past year. 10.000 kronor have been given 
to Prof"essor Ehrenpreis for his activity \vi th trans ports 
of children between Iran and Palestine, 

The relief collllllittee in Sweden for Jewish children 
:<from Denmark and other Scandinavian countries has re
'1ceived the same sum, The authoress liiarika Stiernst~t 
is the head of the coooni ttee and members of the worR:ing 
coJllmi ttee are countess Bonde, the secretary I.:rs. Blanche 
Johanson-Gilert and the authoress Gurli Rertz,nan-Ericson. 

As the need of help is still great, the COHllllissioners 
calls attention to the postal cheque account munber 3884. 
It is hoped that it will be possible to take part in the 
work of reconstruction when it starts after the war. 

-I 



~\J~~·44. 
Hjiilp at judiska barn. 

KommittCn fOr rasfOrfOljda bam, som 
bildades fOrra vAren, redovisar Wlder det 
g{mgna B.ret inkomna belopp med 23.268 
kr. Di:irav bar 10.000 OverHi.mnats till pro-] 

I 
lessor Ehrenpreis fOr hans verksamhet med 
transporter av harm frAn Iran till Pale
stina. Samma sununa har senare tilldelats 

I ~~;~~~i:::=:he~~n ~a:::~~e !~l:r jua~~: 
nordiska Hinder. OrdfOrande i kommitten 
i:ir fi:irfattarinnan Ma1tka Stiernstedt och 
medlemmar i arbeL<rutskottet grevinnan 
Bonde, fru Blanche Johanson-Gilert sekre
terare samt fOrfattarinnan Gurli Hertzman
Ericson. 

Kommitterade pl!.minner om postgironum
roet :IRS J, di\ hji:ilpbehovet fortfarande i:i.r 
start. Ni:ir ltteruppbyggnadsarbetet efter 
kriget kommer i gAng hoppas man fit delta. 

.. 
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SOURCE: Dagens Nyheter, May 5, 1944 

HUNGARIAN JEWS HAVE ONLY THE RIGHT 
TO KEEP 3000 PENGO . 

. f 
'J Bern, May 4, 1944 

There are reports from Budapest on the tragic 
fate under which the Jews in Hungary suffer under 
the Sztoja Government, which seems to go even further 
than the anti Jewish decree in the third Reich. The 
Jews have only the right to keep 3000 pengo. 

Authorities had originally the intention to 
reserve six cafes for the Jews, to which Aryans should 
have no entrance. But th~ plan seems to have been 
dropped since the owners of the cafes proposed to 
open a special room with following poster on the door: 
"Only for Jews". This room is not supposed to look on 
the street, to prevent people passing by from seeing 
the Jews. 

-· 



Dagens Nyheter, 
May 5, l944 

Ungernjudar far 
endast behalla 

tre tusen pengo. 
Frdn Dagens Nyhete;s Bern

korrespondent. 
BERN, torsdag. 

Fr8n Budapest m·eddelas om 
det alltmera tragiska Ode som 
judama i Ungern underglir lUl

dcr Sztojayregimcn och som 
synes Overtrftffa t. o. m. jnde
fOrordningarna i Tredje rib:et. 
S3lunda f3r judarna endast be
hlilla 3.000 pengO i reda pcngar 
av sina tillgimgar. 

U1·sprungligen hade myndigheterna 
fOr avsikt att reservera sex kafeer fOr 
judarna, dar arier icke skulle aga till
trade. Nu tycks man ha Overgivit 
denna plan, d3 kafeagarna satt sig 
emot projektet och i Stiillet fOresla
git att avskilja en sarskild lokal i sina 
kafeer med ett anslag ovanfOr dOrren: 
l/Endast fOr judar." Denna lokal f3r 
dock icke vetta Bt gatan, da de fOrhi
passerande skall besparas anblicken 
av: _judarna. 
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SOURCE: Nya Dagligt Allehanda, May 5, 1944 

ESTHONIAN SHIP ON ADVENTUROUS TRIP 
BETWEEN DALARO AND UTO. 

,f 
.A)iship with Esthonian refugees on board arrived 

3 weeks ago near Dalare. They were being transferred 
to the refugee camp on Kummelnas, but had to leave the 
boat behind. Two of the refugees got on May 4 permission 
to fetch the boat at Dalare and bring it to Kummelnas. 
The two Esthonians were alone in the boat. 

A military ship took the two Esthonians and their 
boat on board near Ute. They had gone in the directly 
opposite direction from Kummelnas. It is not known 
if the reason was the storm, or if they tried to do 
it on purpose, but the latter seems more likely. Their 
intention would in this case have been to cross the 
Baltic again, perhaps to be able to help people at 
home to come over to Sweden. 

Another boat with 8 Esthonian refugees arrived at 
Ute during Thursday night. They had had hard weather 
during the last part of the trip. 

-I 
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Nya Dagligt Allehanda, 
May 5, 1944 

Estbcit pci iivenfyr 
· mellon Dalaro och Uto 

Fiit· ;' \"l'c·km· ~etlan anliinllc~ t•n 
fl.rktinp;h;H till Ual;u•(}tl·aldc·n uu•d 
f'Ntni!-lka fl;rlttingm·. Dt•ssa iin•t'
fii•·clt·~ till flyktinglii~rd pii 1\um· 
uu·ln.iis und··r dl'l au biitrn fidr 
li~ga k\'ar. Under giirdaw~n bade 
nmdlntid tillst;incl J!;i\'its iit h·!t 
a,- fll·k1ingm·nu utt fm•u tiJI lla~ 
l:u·ii od1 h~imta bfltcm ueh fUm in 
dc•n till Knmmclni.istraktcn. De 
hiida c·stli:indarna \'Ol'U c~mmmma t 
hiitc•n. 

l-'<1 tor>-dug~morgonen togs emeller
tiU hiitPn mc·d de t ,-?t estUindarna om
horct av miliW.r nere vid UtO! De 
hade alll~U gjl( i rakt motsat.t rikt
niug mot KuJHnwln~if;. Om det beror 
p;l. stnnm:n t~!li'J' de nwd uv . ..;Okt sO~~t 
;.;ig !lit Iwd Vl.'t man inte, men dct 
.->c!lllll'(' unst·_..; nw:~t trolif-.'1. lJe skulle 
d:i halt lo1· ,.,...,ikt edt pi:i. n.rtt ge sig 
in er <}..;tt·J>ji-Hl, nwhanda i tanke att 
h.i~ilpu ht·mm:l\'ltranth• komnw ()vc~r 

l~ndt·r· natlt•n till tm·sd:t~tm an· 
liindc- t·n amwn hiH ml'd B ('.-;luisli..a 
Il;\·ktluJ,!.al' till tTU:i. nc hruiC' h:rft 
hiia·t ,·iidt•t· und('t' sista dt•lt•u 

'1"-
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SOURCE: Aftonbladet, May 5, 1944 

11 WAR WEARY MEN ESCAPE TO SWEDENt 
FINNS FEAR NEW CIVIL WAR. 

Ume~, May 5, 1944 

4 sergeants and 9 soldiers o~ the Finish army 
arriv~d the other day at the lighthouse o~ "Stora 
Fjaderagg. The police took them to UmeA, where they 
will have to stay waiting ~or decision o~ whether 
they are to be interned or sent back. 

Among other things they told the police, that 
the reason ~or their escape was war weariness. They 
emphasised that the war had been a hard strain on them, 
and that the situation in Finland was very di~~icult. 
The supplies of ~ood and specially shoes had become 
smaller and in some cases there was ~amine. 

They feared an eventual civil war for the country. 
The differences of view among the people were not 
specially big, even if one o~ten met very dif~erent 
opinions about certain things. But the situation between 
Germans and Finns has become much more tense and real 
battles are to be feared. 

The refUgees did not know so much about the peace 
co~erences with the Soviet. But they were convinced 
that the future fate of Finlmd would be very hard. 
A Finland, loaded with war debts would mean that the 
people would become slaves. 

Two o~ the re~ugees are married and they~ave not 

-.-.-.,..,..,-,.,-.:o,·":-.1:·. H.>~"'.!A' .. ;_:.-::~: (>7."?·~.,·:-r-.-~. ~,. -"'"':::"';'~'"'· 
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only left their country, but also their wives and 
children. It is not the first time that Finish soldiers 
have escaped to Sweden over Holme. The last ones came 
about New Year, and they were interned, 

t 
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Aftonbladet, 

Msy 5, 1944 

' 'I 

Elva krigstrotta 
rymde till Sverige. 
Finnar fruktar for nyll 

inbordeskrig. 
UMEA, fredag. fi£1BD 

I ett par molorblitar anllinde hiirom da· 
gpn lill Stora Fjiider3ggs fyrplats tvA. 
,.;f'rg"ea nter OC'h nio meniga ur finska ar
mPn. De omhiindPrtogs av polismyndlghe
lerna och fOrdes till UmeA., diir de kommer 
att kvarhA.llas i avvakta.n pA beslut om 
internf'ring aller A.tersiindande. 

De beriittade bl. a. fOr potisen att an
lednlngen till flykten var krlgstrOtthet. I 
De frnmhiill ntt krlgstlllstAndet taglt 
mycket hi\rt pi\ dem, och fOrhllllandena' 
I Finland l Ovrlgt var svAra. SAiunda bar' 
tlllgl\ngen pll mat och kJiider ()()h fram- · 
fOr alit slmr bllvit alit knappare och pi\; 
sina hllll Jlder man nOd, 

lte ~~a"~:f;~d:~~ ~~~:~d~:~.~~~ la~::.;:r~!~ 
! nadPs meningsskiljakligheterna mella.n den 

inhemeka befollming-en into vara ell. elora 
1i.\•en om vitt skilda uppfattningar i dagens 
stora allvarliga fr8.gor gOr sig giillande. 
Mellan finnar och tyskar har diiremot fOr
hAllandet mer och mer tlllspetsats och det 
finns anledning att frukta att det ka.n 
kommn till regelr8.tta strider. 

Flyldlngarna kiinde lnte d m)'Cket till! 
om fredefOrbandllngarna med Sovjet. De 1 
\'oro emellertld Overtntade om att Fin· i 
lands framtlda Ode ekulle komma att bll 
ytlllret hi\rt. Ett skuldeatt Finland akul· 

lo betrda slaver\ fOr folket,. 

A v flyktinga.rna iir tvA. gllta, och dessa 
har a.lltstt. inte bara liinmat altt land utan 
iiven hustru oeh barn. Det Kr inte ttsrata 
~;Angen flnsk milltlir fJyr till Sverlge Over 
HolmOn. Senast vid Araskirtet kom det fin
lar de,n vll.gen, vllka interneradea. 

·-
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SOURCE: Stockholms Tidningen,t~y 6, 1944 

500 BELGIAh JEWS TO POimND EVERY D;,Y. 

Berlin, Ii!ay 5, 1944 

A large group of Poles and Jews who have been 
arrested in Hungary and transported to Poland, has 
now been transfered to the wellknown concentration 
camp Osviencil!l in Poland. 

The deportation of Jews from Western Europe to 
Poland are still going on, in spite of the latest 
development. Between 500 and 600 Jews arrive from 
Belgium every day. 

__ , 
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500 belgiska judar 
till Polen pr dog 

BERLI:'\ d ~·1 :) l ··1 . 

(B. INS). Till dr>t be:·y!..-:;;·· i;,-,, 

trationsltigret Os\·if'ncim i I'dt.!
nyligen fOrts en stiJrn"' gr-;_~pp !PJi 
och judar sum h;i.ktats i Un:;(': n G!.:h 
sedan transpor\Nals till Pol<'n. 

Trots den senaste utvcc:kliw:::en fu:·t
satter judedoportationerna fran \';lsi
europa till Polen. 

FrAn il<'lgien kommPr Y<Irje da,rr 
nwllan 500 och GOO judar . 



·----
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SOURC~: Svenska Dagbladet, luay 6, 1944 

JEVi.:i HAVE BEEr' tlTATIONED hEAR 
:OQ,,:BTARGETS. 

Berlin, lilay 5, 1944 

The telegram from Budapest reports that it is 
i.,.possible to keep all Jews in the town in one single 
ghetto. The authorities have ordered the ghettos to 
be built close to the big factories. But ghettos w1d 
Jew quarters are in fact to be seen over the whole 
to¥m. It has been so arranged, that the Jewish population 
cannot be spared in case of an arraid against Budapest" 

)i'~'~,,__...,.., 



Judar placeras 
nara homhmal. 

BERLIN, 5 maj. (Sv. D:s Ber
linred.) Budapesttelegram till 
tyska tidningar omtala en fOr~ 
ordning, enligt vilken varje 

nricr, som sOker motarheta den 
nu igolngsatta aktionen mot ju

darna, sjiilv Kommer att bli be
handlad si'isom jude samt inter· 
nernd. Samma Ode viintar den, 
som skydUar judar mot att bli 
internerade. 

Vad i Ovrigt interneringen av Buda
pesfs judar nngii.r, meddelas i telegram
men, aLt det iir omOjligt att inhysa hu
\'tubtaden_s alla judar i ett enda ghetto. 
~Iyndigheterna ha sOrjt fi:ir att judar
nus ghPtton nnliiggas i niirheten nv de I 
stora. fnbr:iksomrii.dena. .Men iiven i 
11ndra delur nv Budapest ha vissa kvar- 1 

ter utr,vmts oeh nnvisnts At judnrna. 
Over bela Budapests stadsomr3.de lii.g
ges ett niit av ghetton oeh judekvarter. 
Stllunda ha sUduna unstalter trtiffnts, 
hcter drot slut.ligPn i t~legramnH'n, ntt 
den judiskn befolkningen i l.!.lintlelse nv 
siUrrc fientliga luftnnl{l"PPP mot Buda-

I tw:.;t iek(• kmnnH'r nit skonu~. 



;)ClJiiCE: Dagens Nyheter, i.~ay 7, 1944 

t AF·_i·-b.IR.ti. 
't 

'l'he Winister for Social Affairs prosJOses a special 
co_wnission to handle :foreigners aff-airs. 'L'11e colllillission 
will llave to include representatives of the .aore im"_'ortc:nt 
iY1terests, which will have to be taken acc_mmt of when 
jucigi"g the foreigners affairs. It is important for the 
chairlilcul to get such a right of decision that the org<wi
sation can work quick enough. f•lr. Koller, Social ;,Jinistsr, 
after having consnl ted the Foreign iduister, recollWJenas 
tl"e transference o:t matters concerning entering of the 
coillltry to the foreigners collllilission. 'L'he l<'orei91 ~inister 
Ytill still have the right to decide cases he finds 
necec::cary from a foreign political ~Joint of view. 

I.:r. ;.:oller also recommends that the COilllllission 
shall specially take care of the workin~::: rermission :tor 
foreieti,ers. The Social J.,inister pr0"1oses that the CO!lh1;ission 
should be organized in three offices, the rac,s ;:ort office, 
the coHtrol office and the social office. A chairman, who 
ca.L devote all his time to the activity will be the hec.d 
of the co .. ~•1ission. The salary accoilllt of the COllLT,ission 
is estimated to 700,000 kroner, and the expenditure accolmt 
to 150,000 kronor. 

-. 



Siirskild kommission far hand 
om alla utlliinningsiirenden. 

Socialministern fiireslar i en pr 
tas ett sjiilvstiindigt centralorgan, 
liiggning av utliinningsiirendena. 
provisorium och inte, sasom de sa I 
betsverk under en iiverdirektiir. 

I kommissionen bOr finnas represen
tanter fOr de viktigare intressen som iir 
att beakta vid bedOmandet av utliinnings
B.rendena. Det iir av vikt att ordfOranden 
flu- s<idan beslutanderlitt att organisatio
nen kan arbeta tillriickligt snabbt. Efter 
sa:rnrcid med utrikesrninistern tillstyrker ' 
statsr:idet MOller att inreseiirendena flyt
tas fnin utrikesdeparlementet till utliin
ningskommissionen, varvid det dock skall 
vara utrlkesministem obetaget att besluta 
i de fall han finner pflkallade ur utrikes
polltiska synpWlkter. Statsridet iOrordar 

, vldaro att konunlsslonen I prlncip skall 
! omhlinderha arbetatlllstAndsgivningen fOr 

I utlllnnlngar. 
, Soclalmlnistern f5res!Ar att kommlsslo
nen tlllsvidare organlseras p~ tte hyder, 
passbyrA.n, kontrollbyrAn och sociala by
rAn. I spetsen fBr kommisslonen siitts 
en ordf6rande aom kan ligna hela sin tid 
ll.t verksamheten. Det lir inte meningen 
att M.gra nya ordina.rle eller o. o. tjfuts
ter skall inriittaJ 1 kq_nunl8slonen, utan 
personal frAn AOalalstyrelsen flyttas Over 
dlt. Konunlsalonen8 avlOnlngakonto be
riiknas till 700,000 kr. ooh dess omkost

l nadskonto till lSO.OOO kr. 
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SOUitCZ: i:iven~ka Dagbladet, illay 10, 1944 

Harder treatment of Hungarian Jews. 

Berlin, May 9th, 1':)44 

Berlin's evening papers prominently puulish information 
from nudapest, which seems to indicate a iliore extensive 
sharpening of the new Hungarian harsher policy against the 
Jews. 

Thus it is stated that it was announced during a meeti:!).g, 
arranged by Budapest's municipal administration yesterday, 
that parts of bombs had been found in Jewish hands in the 
Hungarian capital. Furthermore new secret wireless trwJs
mitters had been found in Jewish homes. budapest's municipal 
administration therefore demands the severest possible treat
ment of the Jews. This shows that new methods in Hungary's 
anti semitic policy are being prepared. 

-I 



Ungerns judar 1 

skola behandlas 
iinnu hardare. 

BERLIN, 9 maj. (Sv. D:a 
Berlinred.) PU framtradande 
plats Uterge Berliru kviillstid
ningar i dug ett meddelande 

friin Budapest, aom syncs tyda 
pS en ytterligare och fOrmodli
gen vittglicnde ak8rpning av den 
nya ungeraka politiken mot ju· 

darna. 

Det heter sii.lundn, att vid ett mOte 
nrrangcmt av Budnpcsts kommunaln 1 

fOrvaltning i gii.r tillkUnnngivits, att 
man under de scnuste dagarna hos 
niigra jurlar i den ungerska huvudstu
den funnit delar av homlll'r. Dl'ssutom 
har mnn vid flera olika tillfiillcn upp- I 
tiickt nya h('mliga ruclio,iinclnrc i ju-, 
diska bosti:i.der. Bud~qu•sts kommunnla 
fOrvultuing hnr i bctruktanrlo hiirnv 
frnmstlillt kruv pii genomfOranrlo av 
st(irsta mOjliga st.riinghet i judnnms 
b<'handling. Hiiruv tqrdo frumgli, ntt 
nyn mctoder i Ungerns antiscmiti:;ka 
politik iiro under fOrbcrcdnndc. 

K-a. 

·-



SOURCE: Svenska Dagbladet, Jv;ay 11, 1944 

50 refugees fro"' Finland. 

Umea, 111ay 11, 1944 

The stream of refugees from Finland across the 
Bay of nothnia to the coast of Vasterbotten continues, 
and further one boat with four people arrived on Tuesday 
evening. '£hey landed 5 miles (Swedish) North of Umea. 
Altogether 51 .E'inish refugees have lately been taken 
care of. 

-I 
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Femtio flyktingar 
fran Finland. 

U;\IEA, onsdag. (TT) Flyktingstrtim
men frf.tn Finland Over Bottenvlken till 
Yiisterhottens kustland fortsiitter, och p!l 

tisrlag!5k\·iillen kom ytterligare en bll.t 
med fyra perRoner. De gingo i land fern 

mil norr om Umell. Sammanlagt bar pA. 
senare tid omh3.ndertagits 51 finska flyk
tingar. 



00URCE: hya Dagligt Allehanda, r.iay ll, 1944 

JEWISH BOOhS "TRASHES", ARi<: SOlJ) 
BY THE KILOGRJ\.!,., 

Budapest, '"""Y 10, 1944 

The government has issued the decree that all 
Jewish books are to be regarded as "trashes", and the 
price 16 pengo for 100 kilogram has been put on them. 

All publishing-houses, booksellers and public 
libraries are obliged to sell all these works for that 
price to the official ·collecting places. 

~ . 
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Judiska hocker· 
"lump", sliljas kilo vis 

BUDAPEST, torsdag. (STB). 
Regeringen har utfii.rdat en 
fOrordning, enUgt vilken bOcker 
av judiBka Wrfnttare skall be· 
traktas som "lump"' och Asiittas 
ett pris av 16 pengO pr 100 kg. 
Alia fOrlag, bokhandlare och lla
nebibllotek ii.ro skyldiga att till 
detta pris slilja samtllga eAdana 
verk till de offentllga insam· 
Ungsstallena. 
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SOURCE: Stockholms Tidningen, May 12, 1944 

NUMEROUS NEW ARRESTS IN ESTHONIA. 

Tallinn, May 11, 1944 

The newspaper Eesti Sona reports that the 
Esthonian Gestapo has arrested a great number of 
people for preliminary examination, whose activity 
had been aimed against the national defence of the 
Esthonian people and their will to join the battle 
determining the fate of Europe, 

-~ 



Stockholms Tidningen, 

May 12, 1944 

'f 

Nya massanhallanden 
i Estland 

TALLINN den 11 m~j. 

('!"r) Tidningen Festi SOna offentliggfir 
ett meddelande, enligt vilket den cstniska 
sakerhetspolisen fOr preliminiira fOrhOr 
anhAliit en mangct pcrsoner, vilka;o; verlt
samhet varit riklad mot dct estniska fol
keta fOrsvarsfOrm~ga och an;:;lutning till 
den eUTopeisk~ Odeskampen, 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

~~ 

848/ICO:be ' AMERICAN LEGATION 

Stockholm, Sweden, 
May 3, 1944 

Mr. J"ohn W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

War Refugee Board 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I attach translations of items appearing recently in 
the local press, as well as other material, relating to 
the refugee problem: 

(a} Translation of a rather critical edi~rial ap
pearing in the syndicalist Arbetaren regarding 
U.S. Refugee Policy. 

(b) Translation of certain material from the Annual 
Report of the Israil'Mission, concerning its 
activities in Europe. Incidentally, I am having 
active discussions with this group on the question 
as to what extent their current organization in 
Europe can be used to further the U.S. refugee 
program. 

(c) Local press comment regarding refugee situation 
in Sweden/ 

Enclosures as stated 

Sincerely yours!..-

~Q.~ 
Iver c. Olsenf 

Special Attach~ for 
War Refugee Board. 

.. 



SOURCE: Arbetaren, February 17 9 1944. 

UNITED STATES' REFUGEE POLICY. 

According to a T.T.smessage from Washington, found in 
the daily press of January the 29th~ the Government of the 
United States has formed a War Refugee Committee, the task 
of which it shall be to find out if war refugees also in 
other countries have been denied visas. The question 
seems to be found very important, the committee holding 
such pro$inent members as the Foreign Minister Mr. Hull, 
the Minister of War, Mr. Stimson, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury, Mr. Morgenthau. The case will be investigat~~ 
ed by help of the American diplomatic and consular represens 
tatives. 

The undersigned, who himself is a Jewish refugee, al
lows himself to beg for column space for the following open 
letter to the representatives of the United States here! 

During the years 1940 and 194~, as long as we refugees 
had an opportunity of getting overseas ~through Russia and 
later on by way of the safe conduct boats via Gothenburg) 
u.s.A. always layed the greatest obstacles in our way. In 
those years reigned, as everyone knows, a not unfounded. 
feeling of panic among us refugees, for Sweden's situation 
then seemed precarious, and many were afraid that we at any 
time would have to share the fate the Germans prepared for 
other Jews in Europe. We had gladly left for the end of 
th~ w~rld could we only escape the Nazi Damocle's sword, 
for in the "Eln'opean Fortress" we felt as if in_a trap, In 
this c~nnection I should like.to make the following state~ 
ments! 

1) In this emergency USA in no way abstained from apply~ 
ing her half a century old Immigration law, which was oreat
"ed to stop the increasing immigration stream of "lower" 
races from East~ and Southern Europe to the Anglosaxon "God's 
OWn Country". Numerous refugees were at the beginning of 
the war rejected by USA, that is they were not rejected 
formally, of course, they were only told to wait for their 
turn to come in about 5 - 6 years, which at the time was 
tantamount to the worst scorn. To this one might object 
that such was the law, but what did USA in the hour of need, 
do to have it changed - this Immigration law, the rather of 
all race lawa. 

2} Several of the small middle~American states granted 
visas in the beginning, but Uncle sam was the pre~- of spy
scare, and due to pressure from Washington, Panama, oostaM 
rica, Cuba and others were obliged to shut their doo:r;s to 
the suffering in Europe (such was the answer from the re8 

spective countries• consulates, also confirmed in news bul~ 
latins). Refugees who already had been given their visas, 
and such as even were on their way, were thanks to the 
Yank~e pressure, not permitted to go ashore. In mne 
particularly shocking case, a retugee was sent back to Sweden 
from Japan, because the country of destination had withdrawn 
its visa. The costs of this treatment so shocking to all 
written and humane laws, had to be paid by Sweden. · 

3) 
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3) Those refUgees, who for various reasons, were lucky 
enough not to have to wait for 5·or 6 years, but were al• 
lowed to go straight away, were during the Summer 1940 told 
by the USA-legation here, to state whether they had relatives 
in "Germany, Russia or other occupied territories". T!lose 
who had such relatives were not permitted to go, in some 
oases tickets had already been ordered. Everyone should 
understand that also we refugees usually have relatives, and 
these mostly live in exactly those countries from which we 
have had the luck to escape. Thus this American measure 
was a cunning way of preventing. the departure of exactly 
those desperate people who were trying to escape from the 
great tv~p for dews, Europe, without annoying businessa and 
other travellers of neutral countries' citizenship. So ~ 
these refugees had to stay in spite of their expectancy -
number. In this case it was evident that even the sti~~h~s 
of the ill-famedimmigration law, were too wide and had to 
be filled in. 

4} Later on the refugees were told that the Legations 
had been deprived of their right to grant visas for USA, 
these must for the future be provided by the State Depart
ment in Washington itself. Two wealthy American citizens 
should first have to go between and deliver an application. 
There are not many of us who have connection with weqlthy 
citizens on the other side of the ocean, but some even 
overcame this difficulty. When his affidavit (guarantee) 
at last reached Stockholm, the "lucky one" was examined 
about whether he really had any.connection with the concern
ed good citizens, or not. When it however was proved that 
the two Americans had given ~heir affidavit for humanitarian 
reasons, the refugee was refused a visa because the guarantee 
"was not seriously meant"! the humanitarian reasons were thus 
simply written off by these knights of humanity from USA. 

5} I therefore think I have good reasons to state that 
the United, States' refugee .policy during this war, mainly 
has consisted in the filling in of gaps in the immigration 
'law. But it was not enough--t-hat--w-A-s-hu-t -lle-r---ewn- doo·r. 
Those refugees who had visas to go to some South- or Middle
American country in 1940, and who wanted to go there over 
Petsamo-New York, were denied transit visa by the USA Legation 
who demanded that they should prove that they did not plan 
to run away in the New York harbour. How can a man prove 
that he is not planning to do something? Every man in his 
senses in Sweden in 1940 knew that a refugee would rather go 
Tierra Del Fuego than stay on in the "Fortress of Europe". 
But such reasoning did not impress the Yankees. dUSt as 
it should be impossible for the USA~police to see that a few 
refugees really continued their trip from New York to their 
places of destination, ~ 

6) A special case deserves to be mentioned in this con
nection, as characteristic for the YankeeaDiplomats outlook 
on refugees, even if it has no direct connection with the 
USA immigration policy. On the 9th of April 1940 and the 
following daysp dews in Oslo went to the American Legation 
to ask protection under the aegis of the Exterritorial 
Rights, while the Germans were masters of the town and 
Gestapo might grab them at any time. These people were 
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in deadly despair, and some of them had looked Death in 
the eyes in a similar way in Vienna or Prague, but they 
were shamefully turned back by the USA Legation's officials. 
It is generally known how hundreds of Spanish fascists for 
2~ years were fed and looked after .in all possible lega
tions in Madrid, but then they were not Jews. · 

7] In prosallied circles (and we refugees all belong 
to them) one often hears that Sweden could have saved so 
and so many of those now lying in the massgraves somewhere 
in Europe, if they had granted visas. Sweden is a small 
country, and was herself for a long time in immediate 
danger. ;certainly there have also here been flaws, but 
what of tne allied countries can show up a more liberal 
refugee policy? Not USA at least. How many practically ~ 
death-sentenced people did not in their desperation turn 
to the USA-Consuls tes in Germany, and there met, firstly a 
more or less friendly "what can I do for you" and then with 
a more or less felt regret: I am really very.sorry, but ac
cording to American law you must wait for 5 or 6 years. And 
the Jews waited, what else could they do, and now they are 
waiting under the soil because Gestapo did not wait as long 
as required by the Immigration law. 

At last two open questions: 

l) USA evidently intends to demand an answer from those 
countries who usually reject or used to reject war refugees. 
These countries' (A~ia-drabants) refugee policy has certain
ly been bad, but has not the policy of our friends the 
Americans been worse than that of these our enemies? As 
long as there is a war on it is hardly within human power 
tto rescue those still surviving Jews from the Germans. 
Therefore one can easily suspect.that.the creation of the 
War Refugee Board and its statements -~•- mere empty words, 
and perhaps only election tricks, which after the election 
will be forgotten. 

2) Hitherto the only allied step toward the solution 
of the refugee problem has been the conference in the Bahamas, 
which the Swedish press were right to make fun of. In this 
conference it was only stated that USA and England were un~ 
able to do anything, for lack of space in both the empires. 
(USA is as thinly populated as the thinnest populated coun
try in Europe, Norway!) Is this a token of poverty, or 
does the raceghost also exist in the minds of the Anglo
Saxons? A great part of the European Jews were extinguished, 
while the present allied people watched.the macabre play. Now 
it is too late, and they play shocked with no or at least 
small costs. Has the new Refugee Board in USA at least some 
plans for a quick solution of the refUgee problems-after the 
war, and if any, which? 



.. 

... 

,, 

SOURCE~ "The Swedish Israilmission" ~ Annual Report for 1943 

ACTIVITY ABROAD 

~· 

Of the once so numerous and prominent Jewish world in 
this city there remains at the most 7, o"oo people. These 
are either Jews that are "arisch versippt", i.e. married 
to so-called Ariana ~nd therefore so far free from deporta
tion, or so-called "M:ischlinge", i.e, half-Jews, who due to 
this their extraction are spared. But all of them live 
in a constant and anxious expectancy of any time having to 
share the fate of the other Jews. 

' 
Also in bhe past year we have had the possibility of 

helping many of the surviving, especially members of our 
old Vienna Community, but also many others who have been 
in need of help. Most of our old members have utterly 
been dependent on this support, and to many others who 
have to work hard getting only 15~20 kr. a week, the small 
contribution is a great help. During the past year about 
7,000 kr. have been distributed in cash and besides this 
we also have sent several hundred parcels of food to Vienna, 
especially for Christmas. 

Also a limited spiritual activity has been possible. 
The Christians have in every way tried to keep contact with 
each other, and special services have been given for them 
in an almshouse, at which two of the city's priests have 
changed in preaching. Also the surviving youths have 
gathered for common edification as often as they have been 
able to. From the short messages we get, we learn that 
they courageously are carrying on the good struggle for the 
Faith. 

Berlin. 

During the last year the distress among the small 
number of people of Jewish extraction still remaining in 
the German capital, became especially great. This con-

tingent' consists as in Vienna mainly of such as live in 
mixed marriages and "Mischlinge". But besides there are 
also such as should have been deported, but have succeeded 
in keeping hidden. These have to abstain from all rationing
cards and every form of earning, wherefore they are quite 
dependent on ohari table help. Also here we have tried to 
bring help as far as it has been allowed and possible. 

Poland and Theresienstadt, 

Our thoughts go especially to the unfortunate who have 
bee·n deported to the afflicted Poland. News has come tb.at 
incontroYersibly states, that during 1943 hundreds of thousands 
of deported Jews and Christians of Jewish extraction, have 
been "liquidated", As we stated in the Mission's paper, our 
connection with the General government was broken in 1942. 
Then followed a disheartening silence, and those were unhap-
py days and weeks, when the one sum after the other, which 
we had sent to Kielce, Warszawa, Lublin, Opole etc., return-
ed with the business like message: "Addressee dead", Still 
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in some miraculous way the little orphanage for Jewish 
children, which we for some years have had the opportunity 
of supporting, has been preserved, Besides these there 
are still a few of our previous community-members from 
Vienna in the actual General government, probably because 
they work in the armament factories. 

The last deportations, however, were not directed to 
Poland, but to a previous fortress in the protectorate of 
Bohmen-Mahren, Theresienstadt. Here the Danish Jews were 
also deported. At the present more than 50,000, mainly 
Germans and Austrians, and among the latter several of our 
old,people from Vienna, are living there. With many of 
thes,e we have connection, and may every month send them 
help in form of small packages of food and small sums ot 
money, for which they are allowed to receipt in their oWh 
handwriting. These receipts are generally the only signs 
of life they can send, since there go months, and even 
years between the scant postcards the relatives in Sweden 
get from their parents or children in Theresienstadt. A 
returned or intransferrable sum of money is tile modern 
Jewish obituary. 

During 1943 we were allowed to send 1,358 foodpackages 
from Portugal to Theresienstadt, chiefly containing sardines 
and figs, i.e. provisions containing fat and sugar, which 
are of infinite value to starving people. Besides this 
cash sums of money were sent through a bank. 

Southern Europe. 

Switzerland houses, as it is generally known, a great 
number of refugees and is now the only country on the 
European continent, where persecuted Jews can find an 
asylum. Among these there are many Christian Jews, and 
even some of our previous community~members from Vienna, 
plus others that have been in contact with our Mission. 
By and by we are now getting their addresses, and seek to 
support and help them as best we can. 

France. 

In France there were before the outbreak of the war 
about 250,000 Jews, many of which were refugees. As the 
country was occupied by the enemy, they were crammed together 
in Southern France, where the surviving have been interned. 
Many have succeeded in fleeing across to Switzerland and 
Spain, Also to these internees we have succeeded in send
ing help in form of money and foodpackages. 

Italy. 

In the later part of the Fascist regime, attempts were 
made to apply the Aryan paragraph, Many Jews lost their 
public services, but the majority which was employed in the 
liberal occupations, were unafflicted. Even the Jewish 
refugees from Germany and Austria lived in relatively great 
freedom. They were generally directed to special places 
to live in, and the ohly restraint was the regular duty of 
report. Many of these got support from us. But disaster 
came after the capitulation. connection with those in 
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Southern Italy has been broken, and now only small and 
few sums of money are allowed to be sent to the intern
ing camps in the North Italian areas occupied by the 
Germans. 

Yugoslavia. 
A small amount of money is also allowed to be sent to 

Yugoslavia, All the Jewish population in this country, ca. 
ao,ooo people, are now almost completely liquidated. At 
the present we only have connection with a single member of 
our community in Vienna. 

Hungar~ and Rumania. 
T e only organized missionary activity on the European 

Continent outside Switzerland, is the Norwegian Mission in 
these countries, which since 1g41 completely has been taken 
over by Sweden. 

In Hungary the Jewish situation is fundamentally bet
ter than in other countries allied to Germany, mainly due 
to the fact that the Hungarian population, especially the 
?rotestant section surrounding Admiral Horthy, are against 
the racial persecutions, Anotner peculiarity is that the 
authoritiesand the population differ between the Christiana 
of Jewish extraction and the Mosaic Jews. Thus these 
Christians to a large extent were allowed to stay-in their 
public offices and other positions. This caused that a 
great many Jews wanted to be christened in order to get the 
privileges of the Christians, Many Catholic priests in 
Hungary performed a great number of christenings without 
any examination, during the first relatrvely slight persecu/
tiona. The Norwegian missionary in Budapest, parson 
Gisle Johnson, has always been very much against this light~ 
hearted practice of christening, and has often expressed him~ 
sebf sharply against it, -In spite of the fact that the 
privileges of the Christian Jews have been reduced the last 
two years, there are still many Jews who want to be ohristeny 
ed. Thus the situation now has been changed so that there 
are two groups of Jews wanting to be christenedt partly such 

~ as seriously seek Christ, partly such as mean they are safer 
with a christening-certificate in the'pocket. Parson 
Johnson writes the following on the problam ••.......• 

In Rumania the sufferings of the Jews have been so 
great that they are only surpassed in Poland, The faot 
that it has been possible and still is possible to carry 
on the mission work is a moving proof of God's protection 
and sustaining power, and the heroic courage_of the mis
sionaries. God has in a strange way approved of their work 
and confession, and has changed times of disaster into times 
of harvest~ "•·······•••o···•·•" 

The distress has become still worse due to the faot 
that a great number of the deportees who are alive, now 
try to flee from the approaching armies, These desperate 
people look like live skeletons, many of them are absolutely 
naked, others are dressed in rags and walk barefoot in the 
middle of the winter. In this calamity the help we can 
render seems like a drop of water in the ocean, 

****** 
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Svenska Dagbladet 
SOURCE: April 17, 1944 

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND CROWNS TO THE PROSECUTED JEWS 

On Sundayts 69th annual meeting of the Swedish Israil 
Mission s it was stated that the Mission was practically 
the only Christian Mission, which still succeeds in-reach
ing Europe's prosecuted Jews with help, 

Last year no less than about 100,000 crowns in form 
of money and provision gifts was sent out through the 
Mission to the still living Jews in Germany and Austria, 
to F~ench and Italian concentration camps, to the Ghetto 
in Theresienstadt_ in Bi:\hmen to Yugoslavia and other plac~s. 
Also in Sweden there is an extensive refugee activity, ~
especially among the youths that have succeeded in escap
ing here. 

In Germany there were about 600,000 Jews before the 
prosecutions, now there remains about 10,000. In Austria 
6,000 have survived of the 250,000 Jews that lived there 
before 1937. In the Theresienstadt Ghetto 60

9
000 people 

are living in the utmost distress, 

It is generally known that 3i million Jews have 
perished in Europe these last years. The Jew situation 
in Rumania is terrible. Previously there was a great 
Norwegian Jew Mission, this has now since 1941 been taken 
over by the Swedish Israil Mission - which also has taken 
over responsibility for the previous Norwegian Mission in 
Hungary and its one million Jews. 

Never before has the annual meeting been confronted 
with such enormous problems of help, and the means which 
until now have been sent out are like a drop of water in 
the ocean. The annual meeting was opened with a high 
mass in the Messiah Chapel, at which the chairman of the 
Committee, Bishop Torsten Ysander,preached. A collection 
for the mission brought in more than 2,000 crowns. In 
the following gathering missionaryMr, Abraham Scheradsky 
related memories from his 30 year activity among the 
Copenhagen Jews. At the afternoon service followed a 
greeting from Bishop Ysander and a speech by Mr. Johannes 
Ivarsson of Gothenburg, the Mission's last parson in 
Vienna; the speech was titled: "No human- only a Jew,n· 
The speaker gave a shocking description of his experiences 
in Vienna - where the anti-semitism had risen to an ever 
worse inhumanity, and also touched the hidden Jewhatred 
which has sneaked into large circles in our own country. 
Against the AntiRsemitic parole "No human ~ only a Jew" -
the speaker set up the Christian message "Here~-we are 
not Greeks or Jews -we are all one in Jesus Christ", 
Bishop Bj5rkquist closed the moving mission night. 

The annual meeting continues to-day, Monday with 
deliberations and a mission speech by parson G5te Haden~ 
quist, who is speaking on the subject: "When Peace has 
Come" K whereupon the Missiondirector Birger Pernow will 
speak on "Christian Relief Work in the Prosecuted Israil"• 

* * * * 
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SOURCE! Dagens Nyheter, April 21, 1944 

REFUGEE GROUP NOW UP TO 47,000 

Lund, Thursday, T,T. The Swedish refugee policy was 
dealt with by Minister Gustav Mtlller at Thursday's bjg 
student night in the Academical Association, where ele
ments from our neighbour countries were remarkable. 

The Minister stated that our great refugee problems 
rose at the time of the German occupation of Denmark and 
Norwa~, when a great stream of refugees sought their way 
~~~nsa- to Sweden, Thus we had in May last year, about 
20,800 refugees within our borders, of which 16,000 were~ 
Norwegians, who accordingly have represented our largest 
refugee problem, Since then the number has been more 
than doubled, and just now it is estimated that we in 
Sweden have 47,000. Of these 22,000 are Norwegians, 
14,000 Danes, Germans, Austrians and Czechs amount to 
5,000, Estonian-swedes to 2 1 000, Estonians to 1,500, Poles 
to 1,000, plus Russians, Hungarians and French to 1,500, 

dUSt now we have the regulations that Danish, Island
ish, Finish and Norwegian citizens, as well as Estonian 
Swedes, do not have to apply for work permits. The 
refugees are generally allowed to stay all over the country, 
except in the three largest cities Stockholm, Gothenburg 
and Malmtl. There are 26 free camps under the supervision 
of Kgl. Socialstyrelsen, 45 under Danish and 41 under Nor
wegian supervision, plus five internment camps directly 
subordinate to the Socialstyrelsen, 

**'~'**** 
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BOURGEt Allehanda leader, April 22, 1944 

THE REFUGEE PROBLEM IS GROWING 

In a wide perspective the roreigner problem in Sweden 
really has comparatively modest proportions. A oompari 8 

son with Switzerland shows for instance enormous differences; 
there one has more than 300,000 refugees and a native popula~ 
tion of about 4 million. The Swedish population is consider
ably larger and the refugee contingent considerably smaller, 
In his lecture in the Academical Association at Lund some 
days ago, the minister Moller mentioned the last figure of 
47,QOO. 

Ir one, however, does not consider the material fOf 
comparison from abroad, and only observes our foreigner 
problem isolated, that is only in relation to our earlier 
Swedish conditions, the perspective is quite another, Then 
none can deny that great and complicated changes have occur~ 
red in the last years, The stream of refugees has constant
ly risen. Mr. Moller pointed out that only a year ago we 
had in the whole country only 20,800 refugees; in other words 
more than doubling has taken place in quite a short period 
of time. Since long the Norwegians are the most numerous. 
They have come across the border in ever increasing groups 
from the beginning of 1941. And yet two years ago their 
group consisted only of about 6,000 persons. At the close 
of 1942 there ~ere some more than 9,000 people only a year 
ago 16,000, and now, according to Mr. Moller's statements, 
22,000, Also the Danish group has become considerable, 
here the events from the 29th of August last year and on~ 
ward, have driven up the figures to the present: 14,000. 
Obviously one must count on a strong oontinuanoy all along 
the line. This has been stressed by 1943's foreigner ex9 
perts, who also assert that the immigration pressure on 
our borders can continue to be strong also after the war. 
A better public organization of the administration ror 
foreigner oases, a special foreigner inspectorate has been 
demanded by these experts in last February, The figures 
presented by Mr. Moller in Lund some days ago, seem to give 
a further importance to this desire. 

It is Sweden's duty to take care of refugees, and she 
does it gladly. _We must, however, consider right from 
the beginning, that the refugee p~dblem can become a proper 
national problem before the end of the war, or in connection 
with the suspension of hostilities. If for instance Norway 
and Denmark should become battlefields, thousands of people 
most probably would try to gain security on Swedish soil. 
Add as to the enormous refugee problems that_would arise for 
Sweden in oase of a Finnish defeat and oollaPAS in the 
battle with the Russians, no comments are necessary. In 
this connection, as in other one had better not think that 
we have our worst difficulties behind us. 

* * * * * * 
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Forenia Siaiernas 
flykiingspoliiik 

stilnga &ina dorrar !or de niidlidande f 
Europa (sSdant svar fick man av va. 

derbOrande Uinders konsnlat, vilket ock• 

s! bekriiftadeo genom pressmeddelanden). 
Flyktingar som redan hade visering ell~ 
t. o. m. var ptl viig fick som li31jd &Y 

En!igt ett T'r-meddelande friin Wash- berett andra jndar i Europa. Vi liade yankees' pAtryckrung inte gA i land. I 

ingt-an Atergivet i dagspressen 29/1 bar giirna rest till viirldens iinda, bara vi I ett synnerligen upprOrande fall skic.kades 
Fi:irenta Staternas rgering hilaat en krigs. kunde slippa ifrin det nnzistiska Dnmok-

1 flyktingsnftmnd vars nppgift blir att ut- lessviirdet, medan vi kiinde o8s inom "fBst- (Forts.· pd niista sida.) 
rOna, hnruvida krigsflyktingar av andra ning Europa'' som i en I8.1la. I srunband 

liinder fOrviigrats inresetillstAnd. A.ren. med dctta vill jag konstatera fOljande 
det tiJlmii.tes tydligen synnerligen bOg fab.-ta: 

betydcJse, emedan niimndcn bcstar av sa 1) 1 detta nOdliige avstod USA biga

hOga herrar som utrikesminister Hull, lunda ifr8n att tiHiimpa sin halvsekel-
krigsm.inister Stimson och finansmiDister 

Morgenthan. Saken skaP. utredas med de I amerikanska diplomatis~~ qch konsul3ra 
. representanternas bistAnd. 

/ Underlt!cknnd som sjalv iir jndisk 

flykting tiliRter sig hiirvid att be om ut-

gnmla immigrationslag som bade skapat~ 

i syftet att bromsa de nliigre" raserna~ 
Oknnde immigrntionsstrOm frin tist- ( och 

Syd-)europa till det anglosaxiska "God's 

own country". Talrika flyktingar avvi. 

sade.s av USA i bOrjan av detta krig 
rymma i Erler tidning fOr att rikta £01- d. v. &. fonnellt avvisades de jn inte -

jnndc Oppna brev tilJ FOrenta Staternns de fick barn bOra att de skulle viinta p8 

representation h8rst6dcs: sin tur i ca. 5--6 Ar, vilket under dB-

Under Rren 1940 och 1941 s8. Hinge vi vnrande fOrhRIIandcn var ensbet;vdandt• 
flyktingar hade ruOjlighet att komma till med grymmaste hAn. IIBrp8. kunde mau 

OnrsjOliinder (genom Ryssln.nd och kanske invftnda att s8dan var lsgen, men 

senare rued ll•jdbOt Over GOteborg) var vad gjorde USA i nOdens stund 

det USA sorn nlltid lade de stOrsta hind. iindra sin immigrntionslag, alia 
, ren i viigen. I dessa Ar rAdde en som nUn faderf 
vet ieke bdt ogrundnd panikstii.mning 

:bland oss flyktingar, erucdan Sverges dR- liintlcrnn bevi1jade viseringar i hOrjan, I vnrandc Higc fOrdOJl sO prl'kiirt, och _mlin- Uncle Sam led av spionskrHck, och under 

! ga hefarade ntt vi niir sorn belst knnde'' p8tryekningar fnin Washington tvungo· 
/ drahba~ av snmma (hiP som dct tyskarna Pnnnmn, Costnrica, Cuhn O('h andra 

Kanin ......... kg 2: so 
Del ar alltld goH med stekt kanin -
men Ni kan o.;ksa koka den rimmb 

~es k~~~nekok~h :~r~rae:~~edl~gtcd:fi: 
ht anr.lttnmg J 
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de upps1ekta fiskkakorna. 
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(Forts. fr. {iireg. sid-a.,) varande amerikanska legation fOr att be-

en flykting tillbaka till Sverge frfm Ja- ga,;.a dens s1.-ydd i exterritorialriittens 

pan, emedan !lest inntionslandet hade hiign, detta emedan t.yskarna var herrar 

iiterl.;;t!lnl han:-. \-i;,ering. Ornkoshuulerna i sfaden oeh G<>sfapo faktiskt kunde hug

fOr denna, alia skrivna och humanitetens ga klorna i sina offe~ niir som helst. Des

laga.r fOrLB.nande, behandling fingo betalas sa mfi.nniskor kom i dOdsiingest, och nAg
av Sverge. ra nv dem hade redan sett den grymnlas-

3) Dr flyktingar :o:IJm av olikn skiil rar I te dOden i Ogat vii samrua siitt i Wien 
s8. lyckliga att de inte behOvde viinta i eller Pr~g, men de a\·Yisades snOpligen 

5--6 iir, utan hade tillsagts kunna resa av US.A-Iegationens tjiin;;:temiin. Alla vet 

niisfnn onwdelk1rt, fingo under somrna-1 hnr _hundratals spnnska faScister i 2 lf2 
rln l!JJO av hiitTarnJI(le USA-legation or- 1 :lr he;,pi=-:ldt·.: Oi·h ,·ilrfhttle.<> pii alia mi.ij

~er all. :~wddPiu, lmnn·ida de bndc :;liik-~liga !iiu~er:> ~egntium~J i :\Iadrid, men de 
tmgar l . Ty:-:klantl, ny_.:;-;land eller m· des- \"Ill' JU mte JUtlnr. 

sa lUnder m:kupewt omriide''. De ~om I pro-allicrade krPt:'al (och pro-allil'ra

hadc ;;ildana sHi.ktinga1 till at~ intc att av- de iir vi flyktingar ju alia) hOr man oftn 

resa: i nligra !'all nn· 1. o. m. bilj~tterna tilh·ift•b:en att Sn•rgc kunde ha riiddat st'l. 

red:m lll';;t~lhla. Var Ht"JJ 1'11 fOr,.,fil.r alt och :.U miinga :n· dPm !'om llll Jigger i 
oeksil yj flyktiH;..:nr hrukar ha slakt, och ma:;sgrann·na u{tgonstans i Europa gc

Yilra sliikting-11r ,-i . .:tn.~ i ilf' fiesta fall ,inst 11om att lwvilja inr{'.setillfltiind. Svergp 

i de liintlcr, ntrifrim vi !'jiilva lyeknfs 1ir dt litet lnncl och vnr s.Hilv lii.nge i 

uudkonmuL Sollumla ,·ar dennn ameri- On~rhiingnnde ffmt. Det ha·r :-.'iikerligen 

kanska B.tgiird fakti::;kt ett finurligt satt funnits hrister ocks3. hiir, men vilket aY 

att fOrhindra mTe;,rrn just fOr dcm som de nu nllierade llindema kan peka pii en 
lOrtYivlat sOktc kommn ur judarnas sto- liberalare flyktiugpolitild lute Rr det 

rn fii.lla Europa, ntnn nit pii.. niigot sii.tt USA. Hur mflngn faktiskt di:idsdOmda var 

trnkassera affiirs- och andra resnnde neu- det inte som i sin fOrt.vivlan viinde sig 

train liinders rnedborgnre. Dessa flyk-tin- till USA-konsulatet i Tyskland och dar 

gar fick allt:;ll stanna hiir trots sitt kvo- fick de hOrn fOrst ett mer eller mindre 

tanummer. I dettn fall \'8.1' tydligen t. o. 

m. den annars sii.. beryktade ameriknnskn 

immigrationSlngens maskor fOr vida och 
skulle gOras Hi.tare. 

4) Sa fick flyktingarna bOra att legn

tionerna hade friintagits rii.tten att bc

vilja viseringar till USA, vilket hii.dan

efter skulle ombesOrjas av sjiilvu Stato 

Department i Washington. Men inte fick 

man skriva dit sjiilv. Tvfi. penningstarka 

amerikanska medborgare skullc fOrst trii

da emellan och Jamna in an~knn. Dct 

viiuligt "what can I do for yon'' och se

dan med mer eller mindre nppriktig be

klagan: J ng iir verkligen mycket Ie<h en, 

men enligt nmeriknnska lagen miist.e .ni 

viinta i 5-6 iir. Och judnrna viintf de, 

,·ad slrulle de anuru:s gOrn, men nu lig
1
{er 

de oeh viintnr under jorden emedan Ge

stapo inte ville \'iinta sa Hinge som imki
grntion~lngen begiir. 

Till slut tvil iippna frngar: 

1) USA iimnar iydligen begiira SVB.\' 

av sidO:na Hinder .som bmknr ellcr bru-

£inns into mii.uga bland oss soru hnr fOr- kat nvvisa k.rigsfl,yktingar. IDessa lii.nders 
bindelser rued penningstarka "citizens" (axeldrabanternns) flyktingspolitik hnr 

pfi. andra sidan havct, men nfigrn klnrndc visserligcn vnrit grym, men har i11te vdro 
t. o. m. den skivnn. Dil. vcderbOrandes amerikam:ka viiuners politik varit lifw, 

affidnvit (d. v. s. iaranti) sent ornsider grym som dessa vcira fietlders7 S-a-Hinge~ 
hade anl8nt till Stockholm, fOrhOrdes kriget pRgitr stii.r det knapjJast i mlinsk- ' 

den "lyckligc" om hurnvida ban verkli- lig mnkt ntt riiddn de zlV tysknrna iinnu 
gen hade .fOrhindclser med omniimndn icke nvriittnde judnrnn. Siihmda bar man 

sniilla citizens. DA det emellertid visndo liitt att misstankn att den nya krigs- 1 

&ig vnra hu.manitiira skat· som hade fOr- flyktingsnijmndens bildnndo och doss f"Or- iJi 
anlett de 2 nm0ri.kanernn att ge sitt nffi- klnringnr bnra ii.r tonunn ord och knn

davit, viigrades flyktingen visering diirfOr ske valrn[mOver som. cft<!r vnlcn kommer 
att gurantin "into vnr allvarli!,rf: rnenadu: att rD.ka i glOmskn. 

do humanitlirn skiilen avskrovs sD.luJ?.dn 2) Hittills vnr de allieradcs endn sleg ~ 

lM'R~~~R~~iH"!.~~,\~~~i~b.~~~~-~!.i.f!.?~,~.q!J_~:!~ ·ft!<;:;;~~!~t'"~~~~~~P.~?,~~~~·:··;~~~f~- j 



i de liifider, v..arifrB.n vi sjBtv_a . var sjillv Hinge i 
undkomma.. S8Junda \'Rr- denna- ameri" ·Overhiingnnde fara._ net htir siikerligen 

-kanska Rtg8rd faktiskt. ett finurligt siitt funnits brister ocksA hiir, men vilket av 

att fOrhindra avresan just f'cir dem som 

fOrtvivJat si:iktc komma ur judarnns sto

ra fiilla Europa, utan att pii niigot siitt 

de nu allierade liinderna kan peka pii en 

liberalare flyktingpolitik ~ ~nt.e Br det 

USA. Hur m8nga faktisJ...i: dOdsdOmda var 

trakassera affRrs- och andra resande neu- det inte som i sin fOrlv.i.vlan viinde sig 

t.rala liinders medborgare. Dessa flyktin- till USA-k:onsu]atet i Tyskland och dB.r 

gar fick alltsii stanna hiir trots sit.t kvo-

tanummer. I deha fall var tydligen t. 0 , viinligt "what can I do for you" och se

m. den annars s8 beryktade amerikanska dan rued mer eller mindre uppriktig.( be

immigrationSJ.agens maskor fOr vida och klagan; Jag iir verkligen mycket ledsen, 

skulle gOras tiitare. men enligt amerikanska lagen rn8ste ni 

4) 88. fick flyktingarna bOra att. Iega- viinta i 5-6 8.r. Och judama viintade, 

tionerna hade frimtagits rBtten att be- vad sknlle de annru.:s gOra, men nn ligger 

vilja viseringar till USA, vilket hii.dan- de och vii.ntar under jorden emedan Ge. 

efter skulle ombesOrjas av sjiilva State 

Department. i Washington. Men inte fick gration;;,lagen begar. 

man skriva dit sjiilv. Tvii. penningstarka Till slut tvA Oppna frB.gar: 

arnerikanska medborgare skulle fOrst trii- 1) USA iimna1· iydligen begiira SVBl' 

da ernellan och Uimna in an~kan. Det 8\' -s8dfina Hinder som hrn.knr eller 

finns inte mD.nga bland oss som har fOr- kat avvisa krigsflykt.ingar. 1Dessa 

bindelser med penningstarka "citizens" (axeldrabanternas) flykt.ingspolitik bar 

·; pii andra sidan havet, men nii.gra klarade visserligen varit grym, men har i11te l)tira 

t. o. m. den skivan. Dii vederbOrandes amerikanska ·viiwwr:,; politik 1mrit tika 

affidavit (d. v. s. g"arant.i) sent.omsider grym .. som dessa viira fiendersl sa liingei 

ha.de anliint till Stockholm, fOrhOrdes kriget pB.giir stRr det knappast i miinsk- ' 

den "lyeklige" om huruvida han verkli- lig makt att riiddn de av tyskarna Rnnn I 
gen hade fOrbiudelser med omniimnda i~ke avriitt.~de -~udarna. Siilunda har man 

sniilia citizens. DR det emellertid visade Iatt att llllSStanka att den nya krig'&

sig vara hu.manitiira skat· som hade fOr~ flyktingsnijmndens bildande och dess f'cir-! 

anlett de 2 arnerikanerna att ge sitt affi- klaringar barn fir tonuna ord och kan
davit, vligrades flyktingen visering diirfi:ir ske valmflnOver som efter Yalen korumer 
att garantin "inte var allvarligt. menad": ntt riika i glOmska. 

de hu.manitiira skiilen avskrevs stilunda 2) Hittills var de allierades enda steg \ 

ntan vidare av dessa miin~klighetens rid- fOr af$ Ii:isa fiyktingsproblemet konfc- ! 
4~;:: ~~!A~~·-~ii~- ~a .fuugoda ~-k~l , pressorga~1. Den-' 

att konstatera att FOrenta Staterna~ flyk- na· kon~erens fastsl~g endast. USA's och 

tingspolitik llU-der detta krig vUsentligt Englunds of0~8ga att gOra. nii.got, emc

giitt ut pii, att i rni:ijligaste rnB.n tatn im- dan dessa lii.nders imperier intc hade till

migrationl:llagen.s luckor. Men inte nog rtlckligt mcd utrymme (USA iir lika hmt 

med att USA stii.ngde sin egen dOrr. befolkat ~om Europas tunnnst befolkado 

F1yktingar som hade viscring till niigot hmd Norge!). Xr dcttn ctt fattigdorns

syd- eller mellanamerikanskt land 1940 bevis cllcr spOkar l'issa rasbcgrepp oek

och ville resa dit Over Petsamo--New sii i anglosa:xmnns hjRrnod En stor del 

York fOrviigrades transituisering av 8\' Europas judar utrotades, medan de 

USA's legation som begii.rde ntt. de simi- nuvnrandc nllieradc passivt ii.siig det ma

le bevisn att de intc ii.mnndc rymma i knbm skii.despelet. Nu iir'det fcir sent och 

New York:; hurnn. Hur kan en miinniska mnn spelar nppri:ird rued inga ellcr ringa 

bevisa ntt hon inte Wnnar gOrn n6got-Y kostnnder. Jlar dell tlya krigsflykti1Jgs

Varje ~Ornn£ttg vnreloo i Sverige U.r 1040 11iimndcn i USA dtminstone migra planer 

visste att en flykting JJCllro ville resn fOr att skyndsammast lOsa flykting

till EldslandC't iin att stanna i "Fiistning problemet cfter kriget, och i sci fall vilkai 

Europas" murar. Men sfidnna skiil bet X. 
inte p8 yankees. Precist som det skull(• 

ha varit omOjligt fOr USA-polison att & 

till att elt fAtal flyldingar verkligen foli

satt.e sin fdrd frD.n New York till rlPsti
nationsorten. 

6) Ett specialfn11 fOrtjlinnr kanske siir

skilt omnii.rnnande i dctta summanhang, 

emedan det tarde vara betecknande fOr 

yankee-diplomntcns syn pA flyktingnr, 

ehnru det visserligen snknnr dirckt sam

band med USA's immigrntionspolitik. 

9 april 1940 ocb eftcrfOljnnde dagnr i 
Oslo uppsOkto jndiska flyklingnr diir-

Reg·m·inp;sl(risen i Arp;~ntirm. 
Bl;ENOS AIRES, onsdag. _.... 

(TT frii.u Reuter.) 
DPt hekriiftns hiir att nrgentinskc ut

rikesmiuislern GilbPrl, underYisuingsmi
nisler l\fnrfinC'z Ze\'irin oeh statssekrete
rnrP GonzniP7. hn m·giitt. 

LONDON: 1\fnrinminister Alexander 
meddelnde i dng i underhuset att alia 
itnlienska krigsfnrtyg som kunna anviin
dns pil. ctt nyttigt siitt nu delta i st\dana I 
operntioner som do iiro liimpade fOr. 
Fnrt.rgen hn itnlienaka besiittningar. 
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Flyktingsproblemet vaxer 
Egent~gen har utHinningsfriigan L Sverige relativt 

blygsamlna proportioner, om man insiitter den i sti:irre 
sammanhang. En jiimfOrelse med Schweiz visar t. ex. 
oerhOrde skillnader; diir botta har man ju mer an 300.000 
flyktingar och en inhemsk befolkning, som endast be
stiir av cirka fyra miljoner miinniskor. Det svenska fol
ke'i: ar betydligt stOrre och antalet utlanningar betyd
Hgt mindre. Statsriidet MOller niimnde under silt fOr~ 
nrag p8 Akademiska f6reningen i Lund fOr nagra da
gar sedan den senaste siffran: 47.000. 

Bortser man emellertid frAn jiimfOrelsematerial ut
ifrtm och betraktar vart utUinningsproblem isolerat, en
dast HimfOrbart med tidigare svenska fOrhAllanden -
del blir perspektivet givetvis ett helt annat. DA Uir ingen 
1-unna ft:irneka att stora och komplicerade f0r3ndringar 
intr3ffat under de senaste Aren. StrOmmen av flykting
ar bar stiindigt Okat. Hr MOller pAvisade i sitt tal i Lund, 
att vi fOr ett Ar sedan endast hade 20.800 flyktingar i 
hela landet; det ar med andra ord mer an en f6rdubb
lmg, sam 3gt rum under en ganska kart tidsperiod. Se
dan gamma1t ar det norrm3nnen, sam aro talrikast. De 
ha kanunit Over gransen i alit stOrre skaror sedan bOr
jan av 1941. Annu ft:ir tvA Ar sedan bestod deras grupp 
dock endast av cirka 6.000 personer. Mot slutet av 1942 
rOrde det sig om drygt 9.000 in3nniskor, fOr ett Ar sedan 
om 16.000 och nu - enligt hr MOllers redogOrelse - om 
22-000. Men 3ven den danska gt'uppen har blivit bety• 
dande - h3r ar det ju framfOr alit h3ndelserna i Dan
mark frAn och med den 29 augusti f6rra Aret, som dri
vit siffrorna upp till nuvarande hOjd: 14.000. Uppenbar
llgen mfuite man ocksA dilrna med en kraftig fortsatt 
bkning Over hela lir~)en. Detta har tidigare understruklts 
bJ a. av 1943 Ars ut13nningssakkunl).iga, som ocksA h3v
dat att invandrlngstrycket mot vAra grl:lnser kan kom
ma att vara starkt aven efter krigets slut. En b3ttre stat
llg qrganisation fOr utUinnings3rendenas behandling, 
en s3rsklld utHinntngsinspektion, efterlystes som bekant 
av dessa sakkunnlga 1 februari. De siffror, hr MOHer 
drag fram i Lund fOr nAgra dagar sedan, tyckas ge yt
terligare eftertryck ~t delta Onskem~I. 

Sverige har skyldighet att taga hand om flyktingarna 
- och gOr det med gHidje. Vi mltste emellertid frAn bOr
jnn ha klart fOr oss att flyktingsfrfigan kan bli ett verk~ 
ligt nationalproblem innan kriget ar slut eller i sam
t·and med fientligheternas upphOrande. Om t. ex. Nor
ge och Danmark bli slagfalt, skulle m3nniskor 1 tusen
tal troligen fOrsOka s3t'ta sig 1 sakerhet pA svensk bat
ten. Och vilket oerhOrt flyktingsproblem, sam ett finskt 
nederlag eller sammanbrott 1 strlden mot ryssarna skulle 
kunna inneb§.ra fOr Sverige, behOver inte· narmare be
skrlvas. Man skall r detta sammanhang liksom i andra 
akta sig ftir att tro att vi ha de varsta svArlghete.rna 
bakom oSB. 
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'Jooooo"'Y~;.~i~;4iiu! 
jihfoljda judar. I· 

Vid Svenska Israelsmissionens ! 
69 :e ilrsmOte pil sOndagen upplystes 
att denna numera iir den praktiskt 

taget enda kristna mission. som kan 
na Europas fOrfOljda judar med 

hi alp . 
Ej mtndre iin omkring 100 000 kr. 1 

form av penning- och livsmedelsgavor 
kunde under fjolfl.ret ut.siindas genom 
missionen till Ty.sklands och ~sterrikes 

kvarlevande judar, till Frankrikes och 
ltaHens internering.sHiger, till Ghettot 1 
Theresienstadt i BOhmen, till Jugoslavien 
m. m. Xven i Snrige utOvas en omfat
tande flykttngsverksamhet, sarskllt bland 
ungdom, som Iyckata rfidda slg Over hit. 

I T}'skland funnos fOre fOrfiiljelserna 
omkring 600 000 judar, av vilka nu blatt 
omkring 10 000 Atersta, och 1 Osterrike 
kvarleva omkrlng 6 000 av de 250 000 
judar som funnos dar fOre 1937. I The
resienstadts ghetto leva omkring 60 000 
miinniskor i stor niid .. 3lh miljoner ju
dar ha· som bekant omkommit i Europa 
under de senaste Aren. Fruktansvart ar 
Higet fOr de rumanska judarna. Dar fauns 
en stor norsk judemisslon, som sedan 
1941 Overtagits av Svenska Israelsmls
sionen, vilken iiven iir ekonomiskt ansva
rlg fOr den f. d. norska missionen 1 Un
gern med desa 1 miljon judar. 

Aldrig tlllfiirne bar ·ett ~.<§mote sUillts 
in fOr all vB.ldiga hjiilpproblem, och de rue
del som hittills kunnat stindas ut till 
Europas nOdlldande judar tiro blatt som 
en droppe I havet. ArsmOtet Oppnades 

i med bOgmiissogudstjiinst i Messiaskapel-

1

! let, varvid styrelsena ordfOrande blskop 
Torsten Ysander predikade. Ett mls
slonsoffer upptogs som inbragte Over 

~~:r
0

a
0

tt~~~ ~~~s~! ~!~:refl~~~~:~~::n~k~~: 
; slonii.r Abraham Scheradsky mlnnen frdn 
sin 30~Arlga verksambet bland KOpen
bamns judar. Vid gudstj8nsten p!\ efter
mlddagen fOijde efter biilsnlngstal av bi
skop Ysander ett fOredrag av mlssionens 
siste pastor I Wien kyrkoadjunt Johan
nes Ivnrsson, GOteborg, betltlat "Ingen 
miinniska - bara en jude". Talaren gav 
en skakande sklldrlng av sina erfnrenhe
ter frAn Wlen, sedan antlsemitismen 
stegrats tl11 en alit grymmare omiinsk
ligbet, och berOrde iiven det fOrdolda ju
dehat, som smugit slg In 1 vida kretsar 
l vArt land. Mot antisemltlsmens paroll 

1:-::J~~e en ta::::!Bkd~t ~ri:::: beu~s~~~~·; 
"Har tiro vt icke jude eller grek, nlla 
iiren I ett 1 Jesus Krlstus". Blskop 
BJOrkquist avslutade den grlpande mls
slonsartonen. 

Arsmtltet tortslitter I dag mfi.ndag med 
fOrhand!Jngar och mlsstonsfOredrng nv 
pastor GOte Hedenqvlst, som talar Bver 
limnet "Nlir freden kommer'\ vareftor 
mlssionsdtrektor. Blrger Pernow tnlar om 
"Krlstet rftddnlngaarbete bland ett fOr~ 
tBljt Israel". 
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Flyktingsskaran 
uppe i 47.000. 

LUND, torsdag. 
T.T. Den svenska flyktingspo-

Jitiken klargjordcs av statsrD.det 
Gustav 1\liillcr vid en talrikt besOkt 
studentafton p:\ torsdagen pit Aka
(kmiska fOrcningen, diir inslaget nv 
flyk1ingar frim vlira grannliinder 
'\"ar miirk;mrt. 

Statsritdet II-Ii.iller framhOll att vitrt 
.stora flyktingsproblem uppstod vid ti
den fOr den tyska ockupationen av Dan
mark och Non~e, dii c1 mycket kraftig 
.strOm av flyktingar ~Okte sig till S\'e
rige. I rn<l.j i fjol hade vi s<ilunda om
kring 20.800 flyktingar inom v<ira grfu1-
scr, diirav 16.000 nornniin, vi"lka alltsii 
~!;;:apa.de vin-t fOr.'.:'ta stora flyktingsprob
lem. Sedan har anta "et mer iin fOrdubb
lats, cch just nu beralmas antalet flyk
tin~ar i Sverige till 47.000. Av dessa iir 
22 ODD norrmiln och 14.000 danskar. Tys
kat';:a. tl~terrikarna och tjeckerna uppg<ir 
till 5.000, EsllandtsVenskarna till 2.000, 
esterna till 1.500, polackerna tH1 1 000 
samt ryssar, ungrare och fransman tiU 
1.500. 

Just nu giiller den bestfunmelsen att 
danska, islfuldska, finska och norska med- I 
borgare liksom Estlandssvenskarna inte 
behOver sOka arbetstillstii.nd. I regel far 
fl-yktingarna uppeha.Ila sig Overallt i lan
det, utom i de tre stOrsta stiiderna, Stock-\ 
holm, GOteborg och MalmO. I socialsty- 1 
relsens regi finns 26 fria fOrliiggningar, j 
vidare 45 i dansk samt 41 i norsk regi, 
vartill kommer fern intemeringsfOrlagg
ningar, sorterande direkt under socialsty
relsen. 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UiliTED STATES OF AMERICA 

·~ 
848/ICO/be 

Mr. John ~'i. Pehle, 
Director, War Refugee Board, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear I\ir, Pehle: 

AMERICAN LEGATION 

Stockholm, Sweden, 
April 18, 1944 

I attach herewith copies of certain pressvitems 
covering my appointment as representative in Sweden of 
the War Refugee Board. Virtually all the papers in 
Stockholm and the larger cities in Sweden carried more 
or less similar items but I have been unable to secure 
copies of all of them, 

/ -· 

The items were based on a Reuters T.T. from Washing
ton stating that I had been appointed Swedish represen
tative of the "War Production Board and would arrive in 
Sweden soon", Conseq_uently, the press telephoned the 
Legation for further details and were promptly referred 
to me, Had I been aware that there would be a Washing
ton release on this appointment, and had I known that 
local interest would be so great, it could have been 
possible to take full advantage of the situation by a 
carefully prepared statement which would give fuller 
force to the program and considerably more emphasis to 
the President's statement, However, press q_ueries were 
by telephone, q_uite informal, and I simply tried to make 
the best of a totally unprepared situation, Neverthe
less. it seemed best that I emphasize briefly the fol
lowing points: 

(1) That it seemed a real opportunity for me to 
work with the Swedes on this problem, in view of their 
practical experience in this field and their great record. 

(2) That I was to work closely with Swedish re
.ligious and charitable organizations and to keep the 
War Refugee Board constantly informed as to what the 
Americans could do to push the rescue program. I 

thought ::t. 
·' ·, ' ~ ' 

\ --~-.~~ 
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thought it best to make no reference to the Swedish 
Government since I am sure they will cooperate but 
are somewhat nervous about talking about it officially. 

As being more or less typical of these press items, 
I attach a tiranslation of the interview appearing in the 
Svenska Dagbladet. There were the usual variety of ~ 
misquotes of my remarks, not serious, and in general re-
lated to what the newspaper in ~uestion construed my 
remarks in English to mean in Swedish. 

It is clear that local interest in this program is 
very substantial and it will be up to me to make the most 
of some rather unusual contacts already opened up. There 
have been many callers who were simply seeking some pos
sible personal prestige but certain others who4I am sure, 
will come back very soon with a concrete program. In 
my discussions I have emphasized constantly "'Nhat are 
your facilities?" and "Can you bring me a concrete program?" 
This has helped a great deal in weeding out the publicity 
seekers and idlers. 

The press items brought a deluge of callers into the 
office and telephone calls far into the night. It is 
clear that a large proportion of the 50,000 refugees in 
Sweden has construed my appointment as a mission to solve 
all their personal problems. There has been a great 
flood of them to ask advice and help in emigrating to 
America, to rescue their relatives in occupied Europe, 
to deliver messages to them, to help them obtain jobs in 
Swed~n or funds from the United States, etc. etc. In 
one case a Dane came in to ask me to obtain penicillin 
from London, since his daughter would die within 48 hours 
without it. Also has come a stream of job seekers,almost 
all without qualifications except the wish to work. 

Due to the fact that many of them speak in the most 
terrible jargon of foreign languages imaginable which 
incidentally I find is contagious, it has been necessary 
to talk with all of them to make certain that somebody 
with perhaps an important contribution is not overlooked. 
Obviously, it has been a tremendous burden and has dis~ 
organized my work, but I consider it temporarilly essen
tial until a specific program shapes up. Also, it soon 
should be possible to determine just what type of as
sistance is necessary to lift that part of the load that 
is liftable. 

Important conferences are scheduled for most of this 
week and next, from which it should be possible to forward 

concrete 

\. ____ ---------·----------
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concrete plans to you. 
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Enclosures as stated 

- 3 -

Sincerely yours, 

~~e~ 
Iver C. Olsen; 

Special Attach~ for 
War Refugee Board. 

. --- I 



)'Flyktingsattache" 
fran USA bar. 

Mr It•er C. Olse-n. 

-Jag iir mycket glad at, att jag 

fiitt mitt nya arbete forlagt just till 
Stockholm, ty Sverige har i Ameri
ka' ett &tad gat ansee:nde oom mOnster

land i alit v~d som giiller flyktings

hjalp, framhiiller for Svemka Dag
bladet den nonkfOdde finansattachen 

vid amerikanska beskickningen i 
Stockholm, mr lver C. Olsen. Han 
har utniimnto till det amerikanska 
"War Refugee Boards"· represen
tant i Sverige med spociell uppgift 
att &yssla med "rftdcfning av och 

hjBip At judar och andra fOrfOljda 

minoriteter i Europa''. 

. Innan .ia« strax fOre jul kom t.ill Sve-
i rige sam finansattache vid vAr stock
holmslegation, beriittar mr Olsen, hade 
jag i Washington under min t.iiinstg-0- l 
ring i finansdepartementet en hel dell 
att gOra siirskilt med ekonomiska fr8.
gor, sam ha samband mpd fl:•:ktings
h.iiilnen. Denna vt>rksamhet eattes re-i 
dan 1940 i gi\ng i Amerika, och taC'k I 
Yare det mest genPrOsa underRtod dels I 
frAn statens sida, dels frAn privata me
cen.ater oeh sociala oeh religiOse insti
tuhoner, har en omfattande hjii.Ip kun-~ 
nat presteras. I februari i iir bildades 

· sii l>War Refugee Board'1 i Washing-! 
ton fOr att. samordna hela verksamhe
ten och det S.r diirifriin min utniimning. 
som sver:igerepresentant nu kommit. 
Det anu•rikanska flyktingsrAdet bar 
iinnu sA Hin_ge fOrutom mig en repre
sentant j Ankara men det fir mening-en 
att "flyktingsattncheer'' snarast mO.iligt 
skola tillsiittas oeksli i Lissabon och 
)faddd. 

Det arbete, som dessa tjiinstemiin nu 
sko1n utfOra, har noga utforruats och 
progTammntiskt fastslagits, piiminner 
mr Olsen i det. tal i flyktingsfrlignn, 
som president Roosevelt bOll den 29 
mars. I enlig-het hiirmed blir det mini 
frfimsta uppgift att sOka kontakt med 'I 

de institutioner av olika slag-, som hiir 
i Sverige och i Europa Over huvml tn-1 
get arheta med flyktingshjiilpen, sii att 
siiga kart18gga behoven i frAga om de 
olika flyktingskateg-orierna och diiref-. 
ter fOreslti Washinl{ton liimplig-nste siit-: 
tet ntt hidrng-a till IOsning-en nv pro-! 
bJ('men. Vi Onska al1tsA ett intimt sam- 1 

arbete 8\•eril':'e--USA pil. detta omrAde,! 
slutar. mr Olsen, och eftersom sven·. 
sknrnn ha en ennstAende erfnrl'nhet av I 
flyktinl':'snrbetet och gjort knnske mer 
iin nlig-ot annat land fOr dem 80li1 lbi
gl't drivit frAil bus Och hem, iir Stock
holm den hiista tiinkbnra .punkt var
ifrAn en ameriknnsk h.iiilpinsnts i Eu-

. ropa knn Ol'J:!Rni~.~ms. 



Svenska Dagbladet, 13,4.44. 

"Refugee-Attache" Here from U.S.A. 

! 

"I'm vei!-y glad that my new work is located in 

Stockholm, for in P_merica Sweden enjoys an ever increasing 

recognition as a leader in all matters concerning refugee 

aid", states Mr. Iver c. Olsen, the Norwegian-born Financial 

Attache at the J.Jllerican Legation in Stockholm. He has just 

been appointed representative to Sweden for the illnerican 

v:ar nefugee Board, 'J;ith the special task of "rescuing and 

helping Jews and other persecuted minorities in :I<;urope". 

"PriOT to my arrivel in Sweden just before Christmas 

as Financial ft.ttache, I had in '.1ashington during my service 

in the Treasury Department, a considerable experience with 

the.financial problems involved with refugee and relief 

matters. This relief activity was initiated in America 

even earlier than 1940 and from private, social and religous 

--

institutions, an extensive assistance has been made possible, 

In February of this year, the ·sar Refugee Board was formed 

to coordinate all such activities and it is on behal~ of 

this organization that I have now been appointed re.[)J:.flsenta-

ti ve in Sweden." 

The War Refugee Board has already a representative in 

Ankara, but now it is also intended to send Refugee Attaches 

to Lisbon and Madrid as soon as possible. 

-'1 
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The work these officials are about to start has been .. 
clearly planned and set by program in the recent speech on 

" the refugee problem given by President Roosevelt on March 29, 

Mr. Olsen reminds us. 

"Accordint;ly, it will be my foremost task to seek contact 

vvith the various institutions in Sweden and in Europe in 

general that are working with refugee problems in order to 

formulate the reQuirements in QUestion for the various groups 

of refugees and to send 'Nashington proposals of the best 

means of solving the problems." 

Vie want a close cooperation between Sweden and the u.S.A. 

in tr.is field, concludes Mr. Olsen, since the Swedes have an 

extraordinary experience in refugee work and have done probably 

more than any other country for those driven from house and 

home. Stockholm seems to be one of the best possible places 

from which an American aid program could be organized in 

Europe, 

. --I 
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USA-DIPLOMAT 
organiserar. iudea 
hiiilp i Stockholm 

WASHINGTON, onsd. (TT fr. Reu. 

ter}. Krigsproduktionsdidet medde

lar att I. C, Olsen utnamnts till spe

cie!! representant i Stockholm. Ol

sen skall framfOr alit syssla med 

"'diddning och hj31p at judar och 

andra fQrfOijda minoriteter i Eo. 

ropa". 

~lr I. C. 0 1 se-n. som niimns i tele-~ 
gramnwt nvan_ iir identisk med ameri
kansku fiuan8attachCn i Stuckhohn, som 
vistats har sedan jultidPn, d1i han kom 
mell flyg clirekt fran USA. Vid eft sam
tal merl Alleham\a hekriiftar han att han 
iiven tilltlelah; den antydda HJlP.~iften. 

- Jag bar tidigare sy;;filat med bc
sJaktad•~ frfigor hemma i Amerika, sii· 
ger han. ~1eni11gPn ar r.tt si.ika. orgaui
sera all den hjiilp som i.ir mOjlig i sam
arbete mecl svem;ka institutioner, som 
ar yerksamma i liknande syftP. Mitt ar
betsfalt fir egentligen hda Europa. Jag 
har reUau sOkt kontakt met! nUJ:',:ra av 
dessa sYenslm hji.iltJorg-anisalioner och 
hoppas pit ett gott resultat. Sverige, 
som Himnat siidaita bevis pfl humanitel 
och rtittiinkande gentomot alia katego
t·ier lamlsflykliga. erbjtH\Pr nn den 
bii~>la "operationshasen" fOr delta slags 
riitldningsarhete, 

Mr Olsen i.ir Wild i Nordnm·gt~. men 
]tans lOri.ildra\' emigreratle tidigt till 
USA. Han har sedan aldrig tl.tersett sitt 
fOtlP.Jseland. Ilan boppaH all relativt 
snart lwnna Hira sig svenska. 



USA utnamner 
flyktingsattache. 

For "raddning av judar och 
andra forfoljda minoriteter" 1 

WASHINGTON, onsdag. (TT. fr. Reuter.) I 
K r i g G p r o d u k t i o n s r A d e tj 

meddelar att I. C. 0 I s e n utniimnts I' 
till speciell reprcsetnant i Stockholm. 
Olsen skall framfOr alit syssla med 
"riiddning och hjiilp av judar och andra 
fOrfOljda roinoriteter i Europa" . .. .. .. 

Den l telegrammet omtalade mr Olsen 
iir handelsattache vid amerikanska lega· 
tionen och har varit i Sverige sedan strax 
fOre jul. Sin nya uppgift hi.!r ban Utt 
diirfOr att han under sitt arbete vid fi
nansdepartementet i Washington kommit 
t n1ira berOring mci flyktingar och de
ras problem, vilka mycket ofta iir av 

ekooomisk art. 
- Min nya uppgift i Sverige blir att 

tr&da i fOrbindelse med de ollka evenska 
hjiilporganisationerna o~h att meddela 
'Vashlngton vad vi i vAr tur kan g(ira 
fOr att hjBJpa svenskarna i deras arbete 
fOr flyktingar siiger mr Olsen. 

- Det iir ett omrAde som S\'enskarw 
na vet mycket mer om iin jag och fOr 
Amerlka iir det en stor gliidje ott fA ' 
tmmarheta med ett h!nd aom gjort mer 
fOr flyktlngar iin nllgot anna I Europa. 

- Siirskiit vad de praktlska arrange· 
mangen betriiffar har ni ju mycket stOr· 
re erfarenhet iin vi. President Roose
velta uttalande i flyktl~gsfril.gan I fOrra 
veckan tlsar den viig han Oriskar att hans 
medhjiilpare skall ta och det iir med stor 
gliidje jag griper mig an med min nya 
uppgift att hjiilpa judat och andra fOr
fOljda i den mil.n jag kan. 

- Har amerlkanska regeringen till· 
satt nAgra. liknanda poster pA andra plat
ser"l' 

- Ja, jag' vet att det redar f:l.lns en 
apeclell representant I Ankara och att 
det iir menlngen a.tt sklcka nll.gon till Spa-· 
nlen och nllgon till Portugal. Till 
Schwelz akulle vi giirna vilja .11iinda en 
representant ocksft, men det iir svArt att 
fA. dlt -lll.gGt-1 och dlir finns fOr nlirva
rande ln5en som ii.r liimpllg. Men dt>l vtk. 
tigaste landet I detta avGecnde iir utan 
tvivel SverJge, 
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)'Flyktingsattache" 
fran USA bar. 

Mr lver G. Olsen, 

- Jag ar mycket glad at. att j~ 
fiitt mitt nya arbete fOrlagt just till 

Stockholm, ty Svetige har i Ameri
ka eltt stadgat anseende som mOnster~ 
land i alit vad som giiller flykting&

hjiilp, framhaJier for Svenska Oag
bladet den oonkfOdde finansatlachen 
vid amerikanska beskickningen i 
Stockholm, mr lver C. Ohen. Han 
har utniimnta till det: amerikanska 

"War Refugee Boards" represen-
tant i Sverige med speciell uppgift 
att- syssla med "raddning av och 
hjiilp At j~dar och andra fOrfO)jda 

minoriteter i Europa''. 

Innan jag strax fOre .iul kom till S\'-1 
rige soru finansattaeh€ vid vdr stock- J 

~olm.sle:ati~n, beriittar mr .Ols~~· ha~e 1 
1 Jag 1 "ashm,g-ton under rum tJnnstgo-,. 
! ring i finansdepartementet en hel del 

I att giira sfirskilt med ekonomis:ka frA
gor, som ha samhand med flyktings
h.iiilpen. Denna nrksamhet sattes re-
dan 1940 i g-ii.ng- i Amerika, oeh tack I 
vare det mest .2'E'DPr0sa understOd dels 
frlin statens sidn, dels friin pri\·ata mP
cenater och socials ocb relig-iOsa insti
tutioner, bar en omfattande hjfilp kun
nat prP~terns. I fpJn·unri i iir hildades 
sli. "War Refug-ee Board" i Washing
ton fOr att samordnn lwla Yerk::-nmhe
ten ocb det iir diirifrAn min ntniimning: 

~oe~l :~::~\~:r~~::seJ~~~.~!in.2':~a~~~m~:t~ 1 

iinnu sii Hing-e fOrutom mig- en nprf'-1 
sentant i Ankara men det lir IIH'Hingen 
att Hf!yktingsattnC'heer'' snarast mOjligt: 
skola tillsfittas oeksd i Lissa bon oeh 1 
l~drid. I 

Det arbete, som dPssn tjiinstPmiin nu j 
skoln utfOrn, har nogn utformnts oeh / 
progrnmmafiskt fastslngits, pfimimwr 
mr Olsen i det tal i flvktingsfriignn, I 
som prPsidPnt Roosenit hOII dPn 29 
mars. I enlighet hiirmf'd hlir dPt min 
friimsln uppgift ntt sOka kontnkt nwd [ 
de institutionpr nv olik8 slag, som hiir j 
i SYerige oeh i Europa Owr hunul ta-. 
J;rCt nrbetn med flyktin~shjni,wn, sfi ntt; 
sii~a knr!Higga bPhonn i friign om de 
olikn flyktingskategorif'rna o<'h diiref-' 
ter fOrPslfi Washington Himnlignste siit-~ 
tPt ntt hidrnga till li)snin_g-en 8\' pro-

: hlPmen. Vi iinska nlltsA ('tt intimt snm-' 
nrhf'te 8\'<'rige-l'S~\ pii rl<'ttn omrli.df',l 
slntnr nrr OlsPn, oC'h pftprsom sven-

, skarnn ha en ennf'fiit'nde f'rfnrenhet 8\"' 

flyktingsarhetet oC'h gjort knnske mer 1 
fin nlhrot annat land fOr dem som kri-~ 
!!"l'f driYit friin hn~""Yi"<'h }l{'m, fir StoC'k· 
holm den hfistn tiinkhnra pnnkt vnr
ifritn en aniPrikansk hjiilpinsnts i Eu-J 
ropn knn organist>rns. 



_I ., 

----------~----------~ 

USA-man i Sverige 
for flyktinghjalp 

Mr I. C. Olsen. 

WASHINGTON, onsdag. 
T.T. fdn Reuter. RSdet fOr krigsflyk .. 

tingarna meddelar att I. C. Olsen ut
niimnts till speciell representant i Stock
holm. Olsen skall framfi:ir aUt syssla med 
"riiddning och hj6lp av judar och andre 
fOrfOljda minoriteter i Europa" • 

• 
Mr I. C. 0 lsen 8r identisk rned 

amerikanske finansattachen i Stock
holm, som vistats h8r sedan jultiden, 
dc'i han kom med flyg direkt frAn 
U.S. A. 
~ Jag har tidigare sysslat med be

sl8ktade fr8gor henuna i Amerika, sa
ger han. Meningen Br att sOka orga
nisers all den hj8lp sorr.. 8r mOjlig i 
samarbete rued svensks institutioner 
som 8r verksamma i liknande syfte. 

Mr Olsen ar £Odd i Nordnorge, men 
. hans fOriildrar emigrerade tidigt till 
U. S. A. Han har sedan aldrig B.ter-

1 sett Norge. Han hoppas att relativt 
snart kunna lara sig svenska. 
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Flykti ngattache 
fran Amerika 

verkar i Sverige 
I telPgram pA. onsdagen fn\n 

"'ashington meddelar krlgsproduk

tlomm\det att I. C. Olsen utniimnts 

till speciell representant 1 Stock

holm. I\lr Olsens huvmlsokllga syss

ls skall besh\ l "riiddnlng och hjiilp 

av judar och andra mlnorlteter I 

Europa". En llknande representa

tion fOrekommcr redan l Ankara., 

och menlngen iir att nAgon skall 

s~lckas ii\'en till Spanten och Portu

gal. 

Mr Olsen kom till Stockholm direkt 
med flyg frA.n Amerlka ft>re jul och har 
hH.r fungerat som flnansattach~ vid 
amerlkamrka legationen. De.ssf<>rlnnan 

I. 0. Olsen. 

tjtlllBtgjorde han 
\'ld amerika.nska 
finansdepartemen
tet I Washington, 
d8.r · han kom 1 
niira kontakt med 
flyktlngsproble
men. Hans verh:
samhetsfH.lt aom 
flyh:tlngaattach~ 

omapH.nner egent
llgen bela Europa, 
och han sltall hH.r 
tr8.da 1 fi:irblndelse 
med avenska hjH.lp-

organisatloner och meddela Washington 
vad som kan gl:SrM fOr att bitrll.da aven
skarna 1 derOB arbete ftlr flyktlngarna. 

Mr Olsen llr ffidd 1 Nordnorge, men 
; hans fOdl.ldrar emigrera.de tldtgt till 
USA och han har sedan aldrlg A.tersett 

: altt fH.dernealand. Det hoppns han emel- · 
t lertld snarl kunna gtira, och llka.sA. hop-
, pas mr Olsen snart kunna Hira tala 
avenska. 



C. I. Ol1en. 

USA utnamner 
f1 y ktingsattache 
1 Stockholm 

WASIIINGTO::\' dCn lZ april, 

(TT fr. HPuler) l{rfg-sfl;vktlngs-
n'ldct mpddelnr nt( I. C. Olsen ut
niimnts till spPcieiJ representant I 

stockholm. Ols£'n slmll framfOr ant 
syssla mcd "riiddnlng och hjiilp nv 

judnr och nndrn fOrfOijdn mlnorltctPr 
i EurOpD". 

Mr Ol.~cn, som tjiin!itgjort som finnns
nttachC. vid amerilm-nska legationen sedan 
jultiden, dA han nnliindc hit fril.h USA, 
lir fOdd i Nordnorge, men hans fOraJdrnr 
cmigrernde lidigt till Ameriku och hnn hnr 
aldrig Ater!'lett sitt fOdelselnnd. 

Mr Olsen hnr I irligare sysslat med llk
nandc frAgor i USA och menlngen iir, att 
hnrl. slmll trlida I fUrbindelso med olika 
svensltn hjlilporganisnlio'ner fOr ntt I snm
arbete med dessa organiscra all den hjiilp, 
som !tr m6jllg. 



Stockholm sate 
fiir flyktinghiiilp ' 

\VASlllNG'.fON onsdag 

(TT fr. Reuter), 
l{rigsprodul{tiprum\det meddelur 

att I. C. Olsen utniimnts tiJl speC'lell 
representant i Stoclfholm. Ol<1c~n 

slmll framfOr alit syssJa med "ri\dtl
nlng och hjii.Jp av Jndar och andra 

fijrfOijda minoriteter 1 Europa". 

Till utrike.sdepa~ementet har iinnu / 
icke ingh.tt nfigon underrattelse om l 
den specielle amerikanske delcgaten 
eiier hans verksamhet 1 Stocltholm. 



TRANSLATION 

" NYA DAGLifiT ALLEHANDA 
Stockholm, Sweden, 
February 15, l9L,4. 

·' 
iiiDElY SPR!o;AJJ CLMDS3TINE T"~E WITH Rii:FUGES GCLD 

Copenhagen man leader of central in Stockholm. 
80,0JO kronor ~n the lump - while others are 
sterving. 

Accordin_,g to official st:1tements, there are now almost 
50,~>0 refugees in Sweden, During 1943 alone 20,000 
re:'ugees arrived in Sweden ;rnd the events in Denmark are, 
of course, chiefly responsible for this high figu~e. 

It can be estimated that out of these 50 1 000 refugees 
12,010 are living in Stockholm. Spread over the whole country, 
there are, according to the calculations, 21,000 
Norwegians, 13,::>00 Danes, some 6,1JJO without a passport, 
3,500 Finlanders (the children not counted) and nearly 
2,000 Poles. To thL• must be added small groups among 
which the ex-GermAn citizens hold a prominent position. 
The Jews form, of course, a large percentage of the refu-
geeso 

Common to them alJ: is the uncertainty as to the future. 
The possibilities of the refugees of making a living of 
their owr. in this country, which has given 'them a temporary 

•asylum, has, of course, turned out quite differently, On 
the whole, it can, however, be said that they have found 
their way in a satl.sfying manner, ancl the government does 
all it can to help them with money and work. 

5,0J0 are working in the woods. 

It can .be estimated that 5,000 refngees are now work
ing in the woods, most of them Norwegians, who have the 
best qualifications t.9 find their way in our woods, we 
are told by The Refugee Committee and The Mintstry for 
So'Cial Welfare. · 

Furthermore, a great number has been absorbed by 
industry which has suffered from shortage of man-power 
but fo,md clever and inter8sted assistance from the refu
gees of our neighbouring countdes, As early as last 
autumn many refugees got such jobs, and since then a grow
ing number has bean put on similar jobs. The trainl.ng to 
metal workers has been done to a large extent, and in most 
cases the result has been satisfying. .iuite a large 
number of Danes has become shop assistants. 

· Difficult. 
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DiPficult for the art~sts. 

In some cases it is, of cou~se, impossible to fit in 
the refugees ,into new labor structure, bu~ this is more 
due to the pe:rsonRl consirlerRtions thnn lack of good in
tentions. :o'or example, it h;o;s been most diff~cult for 
the ?ractisers of free professions ond many of them live 
on the verge o~ starvation, in spite of the fact that 
people have begun to realize their difficulties and try 
to help them by ci ving direct support to their pr0duct~_on, 
for instance thRt of the artists, 

Musicians are rtlso in an awkward positiono You can
not s8nd a violin::_st to the woods, where his hands would 
be spoilt. 

Anong otfur measu ro~ tken to help the refugees it 
moy be roentiontlrl thqt a si10p h:J.s been opened at GreVture
~nta:> in Stockholm, to wh-ich hMdy refugees can deliver 
their protl11ets for sale. i~eedle work and c::1rved work 
repres..:..!nt tht? biggest part, but rep::tirs of fountain pens 
and China are Rlsc being done there, This business has 
proved to be a brilliant idea, Rnd no complaints can be 
made rtgatnst the ctetermin~tion of the :efut;e"3s to makP. 
t
118ir own livinfe so far as this is possible. 

On thg verg~ of stArvation. 

The pleasAnt fact that many ~efugees, to some extent, 
have succeeded in settling down Rnd obtAining "- tolprable 
income does not, however, conceRl the f'lct that the ~itua
tion is almost intolerohle to those who are forced to live 
on the support "ivcn by national institutions alone. They 
Get about 110 Kr. monthly, just as much as the Swedish 
parochial relief Rnd it needs almost a wizard to be able 
to live on this amount, 

If they do not get ~ny more money, in form of con
tributions from private friends or their own refugee com
mittees, for instance, their condj_ tion can be called one 
_of real misery, They P-e living on the verge of starva
tion and many tragedies oc~ur in secrecy. The pawn 
shops offer a way out. but, in general, the refugees do 
not possess many things to bring there, fo~d, rurther
more, the solution is only a temporary one, 

Increased police work, 

There is thus not,hing astonishi ne in the fact thot 
the police in Stockholm hrrs got a lot of additional wo~k 

because 

-, 
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becn.:..1se of the -:_nvas} .~•1 c f thA refugees. Embe::.zle-
!""lent~ P.Jl~ swirH!lr:s or, ~· s::,:-:_ll scq_le occur now ?nd then, 
but, on the whole, the rolicy is of the opini<m that the 
fc~~ir,ners an~ decent peo_ple.. Among so many people 
there must ~1-.v::-!y~, ap.4rt frorr: th~ gFmeral conditions, be 
those 11i1n 're not lOJ ;;!"Cent. blccCJ•?less, the police ?Dints 
onto 

I 
Illeg3l gold trade. 

In striking cont~aat to the abqve r.ent.;o!1eC f:=~t!t~ 
st_..,':ln:1:,, ~10WP.ver, the tr:-tde wi tP ..... efueee jewP.lry And refu
gee gold, which, ar.r:o::d5ng t.o !"eports in •sell in.:formerl 
circlr:-:=>, is floarisLinf! ::Jt th~ expelu>e of those who 
mBn;l.R:~rl to escrtpe with their fort~n~~. It is well known 
that, -'1ffionr: ot.he!"s, a lot a:;_"" lJ;m~9 arrived here in a fer 
:""'rom. rl~:;ti tutt'~tl condi tin no They rep!''':!Sent, ,..elati ve1;r, 
n snwll pt"!rCt~nt ::-..nc! h:l_-.-'C: l::1t·~r on beAn v~r~r h.-:lp!'ul ~o 
U~ei r comp:·,trict,s, Ont the:r h::::ve got intc: tf.c clutches 
u:' ru:liless indi'.ri~·:u:~l.s wh1) h:~ve net L~~sit.::t-P.c 1 to i)rC':'it 
by tht.~ si turitiPn o 

:e 3.-~t:. t!-:us t.olG. tJ::.1t ~ Copcnh1c,en rJrm here in SwedBn 
tws .'{SSo~:..::·t•!c: hinself with :-;n unscrupulous jewr;ll'?r ;:r.d 
SE~t up R 11 firn 11 for tr.e pu:-ch:::we of refugee gale 2"l cut 
pr"icef.. The;~s trm:sact:i ens nre now conducted 311 over 

•th!3 country ::nd those who pr~ctise them ore saiC. tc mAke 
~ ~oor' :Jrcfi t. 'fhe ccn.trrtl i5 +o be found in Stor:kholiTio 
Th "! jeweller 1 !:: shops in .Sweden hP.ve, hnwever, with :1 fP.to.r 
oxcer;tions, dissociated tJ:emsel,•es from this kind of 
trade. It may h'lppen, it ~s true, ti•At l'efugees tum to 
+.hem rmd c,f_~er tbem to b'.lJ jewel!'~'_. but then the refueeGs 
know thrd:. they will !Je t ...... eated in an i rreproachnblA •Y?'./., 

One of the biggest tnmsecti0ns of this kind that has 
probably been carried out in Sweden, W3S concluded by a 
large firm in Stockholm. This firm bouGht n ·parcel of 
ornmnen"'"~~ ;md j'3welry from a :efugee at .':! price of between 
70,0'l0 and BO,OOO kr. Thnse om.11!1RPts had, ho''lever 4 .)1ot 
been smuggled into this c:ount.ry but had been deposited in 
a bEnk hnre be for·e th" crisis hAd become acute in order to 
rut the property of the person in question in snfety. No 
compl;,ints can be made "gninst this transaction, but it 
illustrAtes anot.hc;r si.de of the refugee probleM thAn th&t 
of starvrtt.ion And misery. 
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