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SEE:

Amendment to this License .
Extension of this License .
Renewal of this License .

Correspondence concerning this application

Y
CROSS_REFERENCE ON .COQPERATION WITH QOTHER. GOVERNMENTS:
NEUTRAL EUROPEAN  (SWITZERLAND) -

1000

Other (Specify)

1.

1.

2.

3.
be

FOR MATERIAL RE APPEAL TO SWISS GOVERNMENT TO ADMIT PERSECUTED
JEWS AND POLITICAL REFUGEES

FOR MATERIAL RE PRESSURE ON THE SATELLITES TO DESIST FROM ABET-
TING PERSECUTIONS

FOR MATERIAL RE ASSURANCES TG THE SWISS RE LARGER TRANSBLOCKADE
QUOTAS

FOR MATERIAL RE FACILITATING RESCUE OF CHILD REFUGEES FROM FRANCE

FOR MATERIAL RE PROTECTION AND PROJECTED EX CHANGE OF CERTAIN IN-
TERNEES IN FRANCE & GERMANY HOLDING LATIN AMERICAN PASSPORTS OR PRS.

PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO REL‘ﬂEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: OTHER .
EVACUATION PROJECTS
(TRANSFER OF JEWS FROM POLAND TO HUNGARY, ETC. (UOR) )

'MEASURES DIRECTED TOWARD HALTING PERSECUTION: APPROACHES TO OFFEND-

ING GOVERNMENTS
(THE SATELLITES)  (THE GERMANS)

POLICY MATTERS: THE BLOCKADE

PROGRAMS WITH BESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE’OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION
TO SWITZERLARD (EVACUATION OF ABANDONED CHILDREN FROM FRANCE)

PROGRANS ﬁITH RESPECT TO RELIEF MD RESCUE' OF REFUGEES: OTHER MEANS
OF EFFECTING RESCUES
(RECOGNITION OF LATIN AMERICAN PASSPORTS)
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Renewal of this License .

1000

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specifyf

6.FOR FURTHER MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THIS FILE
7. FOR MATERIAL RE STOCKPILES OF RELIZF MATERIALS IN SWITZERLAND

REPRESENTATIVES & SPECIAL ATTACHES: APPOINTMENTS
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVAC UAT TON
TO SWITZERLAND
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION T0
SWITZERLAND

(JDC OPERATIONS IN FRANCE)
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION TO
SWITZERLAND

(RESCUE OF REFUGEES FROM FRANCE (SECE) )

POLICY MATTERS: FOOD & CLOTHING STOCKPILES IN NEUTRAL COUNTRIES
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" 'LEGATION OF THE : :

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Bern, August 8, 194%

My dear General:

I take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt

i

of your letter of July 14, 1945, and greatly appregiate
the kind message which you have been good enough to
transmit on behalf of the War Refugee Board and which
I shall not fail to bring to the attention of the

staff of the Legation.

It has been a real nleasure to have been abhle

[t}

te render any possible assistance te Mr. McClelland,
and I am glad of this opportunity to record my appreci-

} ation of nhis valuable and effective ccoperation on many
cccasions.

Sincerely yours,

&

Brigadier General William O'Dbwyer,
Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,

Washington 25, D. C.
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MEMCRANDUN

P02 Mr. E. H. Bernstein
FROM: ¥illism O'Duwyer

v
Ve have advised the Amerioan Jowish Joint Diatribu-
tion Committee of yofir success 3. getting the Bwlsg to.
agree to eliminate their charge 6f #% in charitable ré-
mittances to Switzerland. OF course, the JDC wag delighted
to get this news and they paid great tribute to you for
your efforts in this matier,

In this connection, I should 1ike to express to you
the apprecliation of the War Refuges Board for all the work
you have done in faollitating remittances to Switzarland

. for the progrsms which weres euch an iaportant phasse of our

agtivities. As you know, these transfers to Switzerland
vere orucisl to our 1ife saving programe and your help has
been very important. In s very real sense you share in our
acconplishaents and the saving of many 11.&0&.

tomed) W1lliam O'Dwyer

i ¢

PHiha 7/p/45 . ' S
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/DEPARTMENT Q INCOMING Q DIVISION OF
! OF CENTRAL SERVICES
} STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION /
i Cy f 4
MP- 1958 P pesn W N
Thi8 selegram must be g Lt
paraphrased beforqagq#@gm I Baz%d April 15, 1945 7

f comaunicated to anyone
other than a Government Rec'd 2:45 pem.
Ageney. (RESERIGEER) -
ic,.
LiAIson
Secretary of State

- S LONTROL oopy

; 2214, April 15, 1 p.n,

Contents telegram under rcference {Department!s

: ,_} ~ 677, February 12, WRB 399) conveyed Swiss Government
711".; which replied April 6 stating Swiss Legation, Germany
; Just obtained authorization visit fgeresienstadt and
that representative being sent very soon, Swiss Le-

[}
gation endeavoring obtain authorization visit Bergen

Beolsen.

HARRISON

T
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EPARTMENT % OUTGOING Q DIVISION OF
OF N CENTRAL SERVICES -
STATE AMLEGATION TELEGRAM: TELEGRAPH SECTION
v BERN
G777 1995 oy

The folloving for Huddlg andJﬁoClelland is ¥RB 3500,
Heference your “869, 885, apd 887 of February 8, L
appreeiate your enez’geﬂia é"iseps.
In pursulng them further, will you pleace explain,
with speclal refercnce to your 887, that Department's 127
of January 9 had in mind indirect influence of Suiss
consular offielals exerciged by their presence near places
vhere Jevs are coneentrated and such inferngl converagtions
vVhickr tiey eoulu hold on the 2pot rather than official acts

of intercession.

GREW
{Acting)

/nnn}

£

VHB:I MMV KG
2/12/4b

S kol SSIFE '
Blats Dapt. Lettor, 1-11.72

By R K. pivks D, SEF. 1 3 1972
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DEPARTMENT : OUTGEOING € ovision oF
STAﬁ‘ IR T@%@ﬁo larch 10, GEMTRAL SERVICES
sistribution of trud AT PRIV TELEGRAPH SECTION
rzaclong only yy specigl i 5 perie
[V P S N A T & 1?,) \R :) PM ! 48
3 ’
U3 UHGENY Do/l Y
, LIAISON :
AMLEGATION ’
BERN
1121
FOR HARRISON

A2 no word hes been received from ﬁeClelland since
‘arch 8 1t is gesumed thot he has gone to Paris.

In order to enchble the Boarg,to be propered for the
situntion which nay develop in Svitzerland, 1t ie requested
thet you reply ot onee to the following questions:

(1) Have cny t;;oks been pequired for delivery of Ueor
Refugee Board fébd percele in enemy territory?

(2) ¥hat are the orospects of evaounting detoineas
from enemy territory o SHEtzerlnnd?

(3) wi1l Ingercross use returning Iov rglief trucks
for evacuation of deteineec to Switzerland?

The pbove is LR 4;35.

CHESON

VRB:MMV:Xg ¢ sup
3/19/486 ©

. DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1.11.79

'By R. H. Parks Pﬂte SEP 1 3 1972 .

N ’ ‘- ‘ - aa ’:/‘-"%
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£ GABLE TO HARRIBON, BEi‘ﬂi. FROM DEPARTHENT AND WAR REFUGEE BOARD

‘ff fince no word has been regeived from MeOlelland sime
!lnvehi’s, it 18 assumed that he has gone to Parde. %
In order to ensble the Board to be propared for the
situation which may develep in Ewlts;rlm, it ia reguested
that you reply at once to the following questionst
1o Havy any trueks been aequl.nd for dellivery of
War Refuges EBoard food parcels in enemy territory?
2. What are the prospsots 4f evacuating detainees
from enenmy territory to Switserland?
3. Will Interoross use returning FO¥W relief trucks
for the evacuation of detainess to Switzeriand?

This is WRS Bern 465

4350 p.m.
Merch 19, 1945

Mise Chauncey (for the Seciy), Colm, DuBois, Gaston, 'Hod,el. Hatchison,
McCormack, OtDwyer, Files. :

(\%/ s, '
FHIBA, 3/19/40
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Distribution of true
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AMLEGATION B 0
s NTROL copy
smx
The follouving for Huddle and HcClelland ig URB &92

X

Reference your BEQ, 885, and 887 of February 8,
appreclate your energetic siteps.

In pursuing them further, villi you pleaee explalin,
u1th special refercnce to your 287, that Yepartment's 127
of January 8 hoad in mind indirect influence of Oriss
congular officiale exerciged by thelr presence near places
where Jews are coneentrated and such inforral conversations

uvhich tiey could hold on the opot rather than official acte

£

of intercession.

GREW
(Acting)

[aa b
{gu)

—

¥ R
or Security re2=nons the
text or this mes

Pr el Lo BRIt
DEE L
VRBIEIVIKG VB

2/12/45

AP

Sl TH . .

(FPIRED o »
DECLASSIFIED

. Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. Parke Date_ §ER] § 1972
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Bhczinier 2/9/45

CABLE TO HUDDLE AND MCCLELLAKD, BERN, SWITZLKLAND, FHOM WAK REFUGRE BOARD
i
Reference your 869, 885, and 887 of February 8, appreciate your %
enerzetic ateps.

In pursuing them further, will you please explsin, with special
reference to your 887, that Department's 127 of Januery 9 had in mind
indirect influence of Swiss consular officials exercised by their presence
neer places where Jews are concentrated and such informal conversstions
which they could hold on the spot rather than official acts of intercession.

THIS IS WRB HEEN C&BLE NO. 399.

9:00 a.m,
February 12, 1945

iiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, lodel,
McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files

/s
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DEEA%‘II:_MENT " INCOMING ~_ DIVISION OF
. ENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM:  TELEGRAPH SECTION
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AS~377 ' BETR
Distribution of true i.... - =il -
reading only by special’ - pdted February 8, 1945
arrangement,  (iaiRwny )i LUK
Rec'd 6:10 p.m.

Vg
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. 1
£

Secretary of State,

B Washington,

) CONTROL COPY

~ ! FOR DEPARTMENT AND WRB

i On occasion of my talk with iinister Tugﬁ

’ along lines of Department'!s 127, January 9 (WRB'S
356), I left an aide memoire with him on the subject
(Legation's 581, January 27).

Legation has now received a written answer to
this alde memoire from Federal Political Department,
Division of Foreign affairs, dated February 5 stating
with reference to protective valve of frequent visits
by Swiss consular officials to places where Jews are
concentrated that this matter is being studled by
Swiss Legation at Berlin with a view to determining
lines along which action can most profitably be token.

Swigs aigz memoire goes on to state "it must be
emphasized, however, that the situztion is not the
game as in Hungary for in Germany Swiss intercession

in favor of Jews has up to now only been countenanced
DECLASSIFIED :
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 with respect

By R. H. Parks Date, SEP 1 3 1972

en




-2-%@87, February 8, 4 p.m., from Bern
ki

with respect to limitegd categories (as far as numbers ~
are concerned) of beneficiarics of immigration per-

mits for Palestine or the US4 and of posgsessors of
protection documents of South American states

and that only insofar as such PErsons were being

considered for exchanges", FEnd Swiss 2ide mewmoire,

HUDDLE
VS

B
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i DE'PAI(R)'II':MENT . |NCOM|NG DIVISION OF
, \ ... BENTRAL SERVICES
STATE - TELEDGE JAM & ST TETE EGRAPH SECTION

g -
LFR-188 e ,,__BE{nW // ?/
Distribution of true =~ =~ ~ © 0 i) 23

reading only by speclal Dated February 8, f/ 62
arrangement, (S )

‘Rec'd 10:38 a.m. L}

3ecretary of State

4 Washington,

CAMTRAL COPY

BGg, February 8, 10 a.m.
FOR WRB FROI MCCLELﬁAND.
on January 25 Legation sent a note to Federal
Politiéal Department asking if Government of Switzerland
would be willing to renew its apprdgchss to GErmgﬁ
Government with view to obtaining release and Eéacdg7
tion from former Austrian territory to Switzerland of
12,000 or more szfsh deportees from Huﬁéary. Swiss
were asked to take this iniative since Evacuation of
approximately 12,000 Jews holding Palestineg certifi-
4 cates and Swedish protective documents from Budapest I
to which both German and Hungarian authorlties hed
previously agreed had proved impossible due to military ﬁ
developments, [
A copy of this note was forwarded to WRB via pouch
on January 27.
Under date of February 3 we received folloﬁing
reply from Federal Political Department, Division of

Forelgn Affairs: “Polltiocal Dspartmsnb thanka Legation

for its communioation of which it has takzn note with .
DECLASSIFIED . )
the greatest interest, Btate Dopt. Letter, 1-11-72 :

x By B I Parks Dnte_S_EE_J. 3 197fn the
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-2- #869, February 8, 10 a,m., from Bern

R

‘f e

In the spirit of Switzerland's humanitarian trd®

ditions the department is devoting to this question
attention it deserves, In agreement therefore with
Swiss Legation at Berlin 1t will carefully examine what
representations could be undertaken in order to attain

goal envisaged by American authorities.," End of

Political Department's note,

HUDDLE
BB
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MES-312 2 5o~ JBErn - Aw
Distribution of true S (DTS SR
reading only by special Dated February 8, 1945

arrangenent, (i)

‘ﬁEc'd. 4345 pem,
Secretary of State

Yashington,

RN | TROL CUPY

FOR DEPARTMENT AND WRB:

Based on your 338, January 20,WRB's 373 a note
was sent to Federal Political Department on January 25
indicating clearly that our Government would welcome an
appzél by GovErnment of Switzerland addregsed " to German
GoveErnment in beghalf orf JEWS remaining in Germany con.,
trolied areas,

Legation is now in receipt of an answer from the
Swiss dated February 6 stating that "The federal authorie-
tiss did not fail to contact without delay the Swiss
Legation at Berlin with o View to examining the means of
taking action along the desired lines." END OF SWIS3
ANSVER,

I had previously discussed this geEneral question in
the light of Departmentts 127, Jonuary 9 with Minister
Stucki on January 15 ag reported in Legationts 581,
January 27,

HUDDLE

oU o DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 § 1972 I
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tie arviv;-l In Solszpois

eopditione of

Slie flow of pefupesc

lEn ney, a8 o remull of

the Ouioe

derly Donner and net in 00

tage Govepnment may ba willi

the flov Leceomes substantinl, Switserlond may recucst

GLiec ond sesistance in reaseving from Switzeriond corres-
vonding mabers of refupecs alreody there., Kindly advipe rvhether

in your Mmdg

et the Toyegolng Cevelopnents gppenr 0 e gn
dmainent possibility and 1f go, conclaer the wisdon of Aacuesing

blie =ltuation ith dux-rie.
: GREV
(CAAASNS
. Y

i

cE SHF

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parke Dste;sEE_l 3 1972

VRV IKG
2/8/48
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CABXR 70 HUDDIE AND HOOLELLAND, BHAN, FROM DEPARTICHT ASD WAR REYUORE BOARD

Todsy's New York Simes reperts the arrival in Switsarlsnd of 1200
mumwmw.msmmm-m-
menia ave to follow, Comsideration bhas besn givan hers to pesaibility
that in view of present conditions of incressing evrverowding in Gurmany
mmmmn&ammmmymmm,mm
mﬂassw,unumum;mm,w?mmm
of vefugess at the Swiss border for admission, Tb s sssummed thst, 4f sued
sprivals take place in an orderly mener and nod in too grest nuabera at
cos time, the Swiss Government msy be willing to acoept them, 1f, howewer,

the flow besomss substantial, Switserland msy requset beth supplies and

assistance in rencving from Sisserland cervespoading mushers of refugess
alresdy theve, Kindly advies whether in your juigmesd the foregedng
limhhumMﬁuﬁym'nmm
the wistom of discussing the situstion with Curie.

#a

THIS I8 WRB HEHN CABIE NO. 394.

2:30 p.m,
February 8, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel_!
McCormack, 0! r, Files
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGETVED

Secretary oi}i", State, Washington

FROM: ALIER]‘;/CAN LEGATION, BERN
TO:

DATED: January 27, 1945
NUMBER: - 581 ¥

The following

The substance

to the atizntion of
Depariment and IGRC
Department's 127 of
January, % took the
this time in charge

all

is for WRB.

of WRB's message 356 has besn brought
compztent authorities of Federal Political

and discussed with them earnestly. See
the ninth of January. On the fifteenth of
matter wp with Minister Walter Stucki at
of Foreign Office awaiting assumption of

duty of the Foreign Minister (pewly appointed). Have approached
Petit Pierre. znd oficiala of Foreign Intcrests Division. Tb is
said by the Foreigr (ffice that officinl “visa rerresentatives
have thus far not been abls to visit any of the thres camps

names Viz-Viemna, Lodz, Thereisienstadt. In addition, it feels
that there is considerable doubt of roseibility of its
representative maiking frejuent or exiended visits to lo-ations
whers Jews are concentra’ed unless it can be satisfactorily
establiisned that persons are thesre wao legally f£all under
protection of Swiss. Howewer, it is stated by the Swiss that every
attempt will be made in regard to this and they think that

camps near Vienna likely offer most favorable prospects as in that
vicinity there are numerous Swiss interests. The Swiss will
attempt to take complete advantage for purposes indicated by you,

. When interviewed on the maiter by McClelland, President
Burckhardt ISRC assured him that committec purposed continue

doing ail in i%s power to 2id in every possible manner Jews and
other surviving victims Nazi perseccution still in hands of Germans.
Therefore, ICRC is endeavoring vo enlarge the number of its
delegates in Germany. . It was wrged by MeClelland that ICRC
continue this effort as the moro compstent and energetic mer on
spot as internal confusion inecreases in Germany the greater will be
chance of influencing officials of Gormany and possibiy dissuading
them from carrying out policiecs of extermination. i

= Shortly ICRC will ruport on extent of supervision which
it has been able to exercise over Hungerian Jewish deporteea
working in territory of Reich. Especially in the last six weeks
-this supervision has been fairly satisfactory jin hustria but
is probably less oxtensive within Germany.

; " i DECLASSIFIED
P TR ta Dept. Letter, 1-11-
“O0/LaMLG | S _ HUDDLE opt. 1o oF
172946 < o By R H Parke

Mi§s Chauncey (for the 8ec'y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cokn, Druryi. D o1
ony. Hodol; ‘MoCormack; Othwyer, Files: .~ | ; R
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reading only by special Dated January 27, 1945 %
arrangement. QIR . -

Secretary of State,

oo CNTROL GOPY

592, January 27, 2 p.m,

WRB FROL MCCLELLAN].D/'

To best of my knowledge I‘EpDI“/f given to board
by Va#d Hahatzala is incorrect. Department's 2410,
January 25, WRB's 378. From what source did such
information come? If any such situation existed I
should most certainly have heard of it and would

naturally have reported it to board.

HUDDLE
Jud

' DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-74

By R. B Parks DateSER 1 3 1972

T U




Lot s oad bl J;\" P

(5 ’ V»%éaﬂ.

o Frecp Foses s [ waecim ofor €. G
-~ Ve

’ ]
At the beginning of 1944, oivillen refugees in Switzerland from

enemy persecution numbered around 53,000, of which 22,000 were Jews,

The principal groups among them wereg &

9720 former Germans and Austrians (almost all stateless; 85§ Jows)
6700 former Poles (majority stateless; 85% Jews)
500 former Cmechs (stateless; Jews)
200 former Hungariens (stateless; Jews)
500 stateless persons of various former nationalities)
9800 Italians
5332 French
1295 Dutch
1200 Yugoslave
580 Belgians
480 Hungarians
500 Csechs
5000 of. various nationalities

In the course of 1944 tlyre arrived in Switzerland some 13,000
French and Italian refugee children, about 1,600 Jewish refugees (largely
Hungarian) from the ceamp of Befasubergen, and an unspecified number of
Jewish and other refugees from Axis territory. The total of refugees
now in Switzerland can therefore be estimated at about 70,000, This"
figure does not include about 30,000 military internees (20,000 Italiansj
10,000 Poles).

A majority of these refugees is placed in special camps under the
Juriadictlon of the Swiss government, where they are maintained by the
Swiss govermment, private rellef organizations, and certain governments-
in-exile. Others are at liberty, with their living expenses financed
either out of their own resources or out of the resources of various
charitable organizations. Amerlcan relief organizations play an important
part in finanging the maintenance of refugees in Switgerland and the
following sums have been transmitted by the principal American organisza-
tions to Switzdrland for this purposes

JDC

Friends

Unitarians

wic

Labor Qommittee
Christian Refugees
Intellectual Refugeess
Belf-Help

Vaad Hahagale

In addition, large sums have been sent under Tressury licenses by
individuals 4n the United States to their relatives who found refuge in
Switzerlsnd. All these amounts have remsined; to a very large extent,
part of the mational capital of Switmerland, thereby permanently enriching
the Swiss psoples : : ’

Y] /7' "// ¢
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Upon the coming into being of the War Refugee Board, it received
roeports that Swiss border authoritiss were rather striet in interpreting
the term Ppolitical refugees® edmissible into Switzerland, as applied
Yo Jews trying to escape from France (then under German ocoupstion).
The Board the'reupon drew the attention of the Swiss government to the
fact that, in view of the anti-Jewish measures practiced by the Axis,
all Jews escaplng Axis territory should be regarded as political refugees -
and therefore accorded refuge in Switserland, :

In its endeavor to induce the Swiss government to continue to
grant admission to all refugees from Axis perseocution, the Board,
beginning March 18, 1944, repeatedly gave assurances to the Swiss govern-
ment to the effect that this Government would guarantee the maintenance ,
provipion of supplies for, and ultimste evacuation of victims of enemy
persecution who would be admitted to Switzerland, :

Ho demands were formulated by the Swiss authorities regarding either
maintenance of or provision of supplies for refugees. An unofficial
reque st was made in the course of December 1944 that s group of about
1600 refugees .recently arrived from camp Belsenbergen (mear Hanover,
Germany) be evacuated, Measures to that effect have been taken by the
Board, and SHAEF has been advised by the War Department to cooperate
in the transportation of these refugecs across France.

The antiolipated period of intensified anti-Jewish terror, coupled
with the increasing confusion among local German officlals, renders
the further influx of Jewish refugees from Austris apd Southern Germany
into Switzerland both important and likely, and requesta have been recently
addressed to Bwitzerland to admit all such refugees without restrictions
a8 to numbers,

A second important function performed by Switserland in this respect
ie the protection of various groups of viotims of Axis perseqution still
in Axis territory. As has been proven in the case of Budapelt, the

ke prosence and active interest of Swise diplomatic and consular peraonnel
on the spot can mccomplish a lot to prevent ruthless exteraination;
and Swips authorities have been urged, therefore, to inorease and spread
their personnel in enemy-held territory with a view to achieving this aim,

More particularly, Switserland, as the protective pomer for the
"United States and most of the LatineAmerioan countries, may take particular
care of & few thousand Jews who are only kept alive besause of their claim
(however substantial or otherwise) to the nationality of an American
republic, Xn this respect, it is essontial that Swiss officials, both
in Bern and on the spot, interpret their role as protective power as
broadly as possible and resolve every doubt in favor of the person who,
otherwise, would become a victim of a ruthless extermination polioy.
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Aﬁ important part in keeping viotims

of enemy persecution alive

cen be played by The Internetionsl Committee of the Red Cross, with
headquarters in Geneva. By forwarding and supervising the distribution

of parcels to such victims in their canps

» the Red Cross can mot only

provide more supplies to the most undernourished, worst housed, and

worst clad group of people in Axis territ
dhrough the pressnoe of their personnel,

influence on German officials in the plae
known to be going on on a gigantic scale,

BAkziniro 1/26/45 M

Ory, but can also exercise, #%
8 most valuable restraining
es where brutal killings are
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Bern, Jonuery 5, 1943

Derr Er, Fehle
I have wlezsure in enclosinm for the

Borrd's informotion a cony of 2 note which

we suomitted today to the Svéss Federnl

rolitical Department 2t Bern, It contains

2 request to the Swiss Government which misht

nzve o certain chance of succeés if the in-
creasinﬁly-difficult transvortation vroblem
coull ever be solved,

v I shell neturally keep you informed

concernin: the results of this undertaking,

Very sincerely yours,

Zmﬂﬁm

Roswell D, MecClellan
Special Assistant to
the fmerican Kinister,

Inclosure: Cony of Legation's Note No, 1874,
of Jﬂnunry 25, 1945 to the Swiss
Federal Political Dlepartment,

John ./, Pehle, usquire

Ixecutive Director,
DECLASSIFIED
war Refugee Board , State Dept. Letter, 1-11-723

By R. H. Parks Dute_sEE_]_ 3 1972

ﬁashington 25, D, C.




Couy Tor 4RB.. Jashington,

o, 1674 -

Tha }aggniun ol he United Ltutss of imeriea
prusancaiitu copliments to the Federnl | oiitloel
Jepartient usad relcra wilh gretifiestion to the
Divisicen or rurelgn Interssts’ kind sotice of
we0amoor 16, 1944 {3, 55.45.28, .., -~ VY.) relative
Lo the r'sprussutatiocns undertaxen by the sSwiss Le-
gotion wt wurlin with the Gsrmaﬁ Lovernment on
belhall of .ursseuted Jewws, The Legution hos pur-

tioulerly ii uind the repestied wnd guuerous siforts

of the dovermmsal of .witzerland to arrange for lhe
0klt frunm s sry to temporsary suylus on dwiss terri-
Lory of vsr.cus cuts- orlss of Jows to whose deparsure
D?Lh the Coriern vnd dun, srien suthoritles hed consented
toward tne el of Ootober 1944. Leaplie repoested
1ntar0é@siou by the wovernmant of Switezorlend with the
Govarnments ol Hungery snd Germeny it unfortuns tely
proved impossible, duv to devalopments 1n the mili-
tary sltustion, for the Jews involved - upproxi-
astely §,000 holders of Pulestine cercifioutes and
4,500 holdors of Jwodish protootive documeonts - to

resol 3witzoerlend,

In oonneotlion with winilster Fronlichor's re-

presentatlons reforred to above sad fu view of the

unsuosepatul




wnsucossslful oubtcome 0f thoe abisapt Lo gvecuate

parseguted Jews fros Sudupest, Lhe Legntion would

be grestly wpproocimtive o iecru gnether the Govern-

&
ment of swlitzeriund wseeiui be willing Lo ronew Lus

saving st

sebioi aioB. Lo Follosing liies ,al.hl be fruleful.
v

giitos L miline ey v e ave provsited

the deo-rwvare §

i snuthordosd by Vhoe Ger-

Wil Sii

rlus of J=

Gun woVernmeat, woulid it 26 congidered feossiple for

o

soverimsnt ¢f w.bierlsud Lo ro,usst that the

Gl LOVaLt the depurturs of en egusl

or lurgsr Lu

L rafugses ol Lungoerlon or

otnor netlonciliy oo iuscled on feravr sustrizn

torritory? - hes trugtworway lafor-

mablion et some 17,404 Jaws deporved from ilungury

$u June of 1944, sro =t presont in verlous types
of Gaaps ander Ssraeh sutaority on former Austrian
territory.

It is tha Lagatlon's feeling thet such repre-
sentatlicse ..i,ht huve groster chenos of suoccess if
lim.sea to olderly persons, women und ohildren,
thet ia to those cetegories of deportees which the
Gzrmens wre not using as luavor.

The Legeticn of the United Jtstes renovs 1its

asgurancs theat sll such Jowish refugoes ndmitted

73
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to Switzsrland will pe svacuated as promptly as
possivle and thet expensgs incurred for thelr
temporury stay in 3Switzerlend will be relmbursed
should the Federsl Goverument so desire.

The Leguilon avails itself of iuls ovccasion
to renew Lo this Feduvrul Tolitiocel Uspurtment the

assureance of its il b considerution.

Bern, Jonusry 25, 1945.

N
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: Secretary of State,

AN Washington,

T 8, s 0. GONTROL GOPY

FOR WRB FROM MCGLtLLAND

In course of constant contact with various officials
and agencles of Swiss Government during past many months
on subject of admission to gﬁitzzrland of ;EfugEES from
Nazi peErsecution, (Department's 240, January 16, WRB's

364) we have observed no lack of willingness on part of

Swiss to grant large numbers of such peErsons temporary
asylum. On contrary Swiss have repeatedly interceded
with Germans as in case of projected e€vacuation of upwards
" of 12,000 Jews from Budapest in effort to expedite and
organize such evacuation, -

On occasion of coming of seEcond éErgEn—BElsEn
convoy of 1300 individuals in early December Federal police
was somewhat disturbed over unannounced arrival of group
of unkﬁown persons of this size from Germany on under-
standable grounds of military and internal security.

WE have

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1.11.74

By R, H.Paﬂss Date_ > —_, SEP 1 3 w2 » '
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-2-#531, January 25, 3 p.m, from Bern

Wé have repeatedly conveyed to Swiss our
Government'!s assurance that any such refugees admitted
to Switzerland would be evacuated as pfomptly as possible,
Although Swiss have not as yet chosen to avail them—
selves of our offsrs of maintenance they took occasion
in course of recent discussions relative to conversion
of dollar equivalent of the §6,000,000 into Swiss francs
to express informally their distress at United States

unwillingness to allow them import into Switzerland even

from Spain some 300,000 tons of food stuffs purchased

for general Swiss pon§umpj;gnwand_yggggggﬁgg;}n Spain

for past many months. Our lack of understanding (as
they interpret it)”g; growing difficulties their food
Eituation and our simultaneous requests that they admit
large numbers of new refugees c&ntrast rather unfavorably

a in their minds. It is worth notkihg in this repect that
Switzerland has recently recelved a new contingent of

close to 10,000 French refugee éhildrEn from the Muhlhouse

region.
HUDDLE

MJIF

!
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o
¥
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The following for Huddla and MoClella.nd from Department
and Var Rofugee Board ia WRD .‘5';20

Vaad Hahatzala adviaed WRD of peceipt of g ra/port that
two groupe of Hungarfan Jews numbsring 7,000 an3d 15.00‘0
reepectively avalt entry into SwitzeFland and that their

i
resoue depends on agsurance of admission into Switzerland.

, o, Please advise Bosrd whether this is correct. If 80, 1t is

assumed, of course, thet you will take all appropriate steps

%o obtaln their admigsion in%o Switzerland in accordance
with Departument®s 240 of January 18,

otine
Aotin,
2ox..w) &

curity rv
. . FaoTd
o1 this mes:...

s

»
4 cloccly guarded.

For
1x
Tt

'\

WRB(MNVKG us 88 -
© 1/24/48 .

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. Parks Date_SEP.1 3 1972 o ’
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CABLE 0 ik, HUDDLE AND Mi. “CCLELLAND, BERN, SWLTZERLAND, FROM DEPART-
HENT AND WAR REFUGEE BOARD - : o

Va§d Hehatzala adviged WHB of receipt of & repurt that vwo groups
of Hungerian Jews mumbsring 7,000 and 15,000 respectively await sntrfi
into Bwitzerland dnd thet their rescue depends on essuranes of admigsion
into Switzerland. Plemse advise Board whether this is correct. If 80,
it is assumed, of course, that you will take all appropriate steps to
obtain their admission into Switzerlgnd in accordance with Departmentis
240 of January 16.

THIS IS WRB BERN CABIE NO. 378.

12:30
January 24, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Ackermann, Aczin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois,
Gaston, Hodel, larks, McCormack, Pehle, riles,

|

|

i
-
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w1 DL PD
WUX NEWYORK NY JAN 21 1945 239P ;
HON JOHN W PEHLE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WAR REFUGEE.BOARD.op ay 8 23
TREASURY BLDG o
RECE|VED REPORT ONE GROU 7,600 AND ONE GROUP ABOUT -
15,000 HUNGARIAN JEWS AWAIT-ENTRY INTO SWI TZERLAND |
STOP RESCUE DEPENDS .ON ASSURA oF ENTRY INTO SWlTZERLAND

m:u—l h‘:l:'0>=°mmr-m—l < C VB> m
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The following for McClelland ie URD 364,
X
Doudbts have been expreseesd by ocertain private rellesf

o
encles in Ameriea, hopeful of baing able to arrange

1arge-acale escape of refugees from Nazi nersecution,

‘vhether éﬁins Governuent is willing to keep its doope
' en to g furtner.rlow of euch refugqes. whatever their
nbers. Flearse investigate, AT necessrary, anv sdvige us.
Should you belleve it upeful now or ag any future
inme, you are authorized to emphaelze to 3wise officiale
hat the previous assurances given by this Government oon-
cerning tine malintenance and evacuation of ferugees from
enemy persecution who would be admitted to Suitgzerland were
not (repsat not) restricted to any particular nunmber of per-
sone and that this Government would g8eeply appreclate ocon-~
tinued Yviss cooperation in this humanitarian endeavor by
admitiing all suohlrerngeen vho @may be able to resach Swvit-

zerland, without magard to numbere.

GREW
{2oting)
“RBIMNVIKG : (L)
1/16/4% . WL DROLAS
o State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. Parks Dntes_ELl 3 1972




CABLE 10 AMLEGATION BERN, SWITZERLAND, FOR MCOLELLAND

Doubts have §een expreseed by certain private relief agenoles in
Americe) bopeful of being able to arrange large-scale esdape of refugees EY
from Hasi persesution, whether Bwiss Government ie willing to keep ite
doors open to & further flow of such refugees, whatever their mumbers,
Please investigate, if neceggary, and advisge us,.

8hould you believe it upeful pow or sh any future time, you are
suthorized to emphasisge to Swigs offioials thut the previous agsurances
glven by this Government congerning the nsintenance and evacuation of
refugees from enemy persecution who would be admitted to Switserlend were
not (repeat not) restricted to any particuluar muber of persons and that
this Government would déeply appreciate continued Swigs cooperation in
this humenitarian endeavor by admitting all suoh refugees who may be able
to reach switgerland, without regard to mumbers.

THIS 18 WRB BERN OABLE NO. 364.

E

12:45 p.m.
January 15, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston,
Hodel,” Marks, McCormack, Pehle, Files

A BAkziniar 1/13/45 /fé, %/M ' . _ i
f v Bean” 27— o




* JERUSALEM DECEMBER 26

RiBBI ABRAHAM KALMANOWITZ

540 BEDFORD LVE BROOKLYN NE¥ YORK

¢ CHIEF RABBI ISAAC HERZOG JERUSALEM RECEIVED MESSAGE SWEDISH
GOVERNMENT MADE REPRESENTATIONS JAPAN INFORMED SCHEME REMOVING
FROM SHANGHAI IMPOSSIBLE MESSAGE FROM VATICAN JAPANESE GOVERNMENT
; AGREE ONLY UNDER EXCHANGE SCHEME IINTE‘REST YOURSELF POSSIBILITY

LARGE 'SCATE EXCHANGE LARGE NUMBER STUDENTS SICK .

RABBI ELIEZER FINKEL

el




&y #0 roopectfully sabmit to the State bapartmnt the following
vital metters for the consideration of the Deportment and for

the necessary nction which we potition hersuith:

L. Switgerland = iuring the past yoar our Imergency Coun-
mittee, through 1%¢s rescus committee in switgerland, hes
received the fullest cooporation of the sulss Government
in the admission of the refagecs, whe through the siq of
our Committoes, were fortanato enough t0 be rescues from
the hands of the enemy end glven haven in Swltserland,

seltzerland hae manifested on every occasion its great

h%msm and democratic ideals and has kept its doors open

to thede refugees. we understand that ¢ o country, as k]

amall as it is, «}.-eady holds close to 100,000 such rofug-
eed. e oan readily appreciate and understand the bturden
that is imposed upon this ecountry. ue would therofore
rogpsctfully request:

&; that the Government of the United states together
with the other slllied ¥ations take immediante steps
to arrange for the removal from switserland of the
maxirmm nomber 9f these refugees and the placing
of them into s temporary ommp until thaeir permament
re=oataulishment. This wonld clearly emphasige to
the Govermment of Switsorland that the refugess
are being provided for and would glve the Sviss
Govermment the added impotus to contime to keep

) 1tp doors open to the many who can stil) bo rescuod.
- in congunction with the removsl of $:ese refugees
wo would respectfully suggest that provision be
made for the admission of food, olothing and moe=
dicaments to those already there to relieve the
oituation which has been imposed upon sSwitzerland
by the admlssion of theso refugces,

%e would also respectfully reguost that tho U.S.

<

and Sieer Allied Antdons fintorveno with the

" i s i e v e e il

ey



with the Goverment of Switzeriand to contimue
to keer its doors open. The success of all
prosent and future rescve measures involving
hundreds of thoussnds of lives, 1s entirely
and direotly dependent on the certointy that
the admission of those rescued, will be assured.
The action which S\'vitzerland hss taken hara;
tofore in the sdimidsion of refugees was done so
at the suggestion of the govornment of the
United "tatesa.
1I. W¥e have been adviced than exchange is imminent between »
the Covermmnts of “sragury and Jermsny. %8 would therefore
respectively again call the sttention of the Itate Deportment
to the two groups of persons formorly held in Camp Vitell,
France. Qune group of 163 wea deported io April 1944 and the
socond group of 51 in sy 1944. Thesa 214 persons imolude
many groat rabbis, scholars and loaders snd thelir fate is of
great concern to us. 5o much so that wo have mede severcl
interventions with the State Depsrtment conserning tham. ¥e

anxiously foar for thelr safety.

Inzamuch 28 most of these persons possess Paragueian
dooumentation with particuler vzlidity for exchenge, we would
rospeatively request our State Departmont which hos evidenced
such deep concexn in the fate of this group to make every effort
to discover their wheresbouts snd to have thom exchanged.
I11. Delegation to Pwitzerland - We would respoctfully re-
quest the sesistance of the Stste Nepartment in the metter of
enabling our orgznization to zend a delegate to Switzorland
that it moy work in olosest harmony with our oxisting Resoue
Compit tee therein and sgsiat thaot Committee in strengthening
and expanding the rescue work ar'ad program which the committee
has outlined for the future., This dolegste would of course
roport to the Reprosentative of tho War Refugee Bosrd in
Switeerland and would parallel and ooordinn'tu his work ena

i
|
program with thet off the Rofugee Board rapresei:tnthe. i l
I

In this minper we fool that a closer contact would be estab= ,




TN g et R e e
' the good offices of sur State Depsrtment for an intervention -
with the Government of the USSRe to pormit and enable the
entry of a delegation of our Commitiee into free Folande. This
committee would have as its muin purposei=
al to discover and trace the wheroubouts of the many
thousands of great Rabbie 2and leaders of the religious comm
mmitias which existed prior to the wer in Foland. ’
b} Po endeavor to rennite uprooted and war-torn families
¢} To assist in the problem of glving rellef to
¢ the many hundreds of thousands of persons who sre in dire
need of such a relief program. i
Ve ¥e would &lso respectfully request the 3tate Department to
intercede with the Government of the USSR for the release of
the Habbis and Rtbbinical Scholars who are no in the USSR in
the provinces of: Turkestan , Bakhara etc. These scholars and
rabbls ar. fomerly in the great Yeshiva of Foland and in
the religious commmnities of that country. They reprosent
an element most vitally necessary for the future religlows
life of the Jewish pacple and we are most anxious to arrange
for their release from the USSR via Iran. This matter has
been presented on several occasions to the Stute Dopartment
and has been taken up by the Ambapssdor of our country to the
. Gpvernment of Russia.

VI. Shanghal =« On several occasions we have presented %o

the State Department memoranda concerning the release of the
group of Rabbis and mﬁlﬁéholwa in shanghai. This group
compriges gome 600 persons in which is includec in entirety
the Rabbinical Collage of Mir, one of the mosr outstanding
rabbinical gchools in FPoland. We have interceded with the
Vatican, the Govermment of Spain and the Government of Sweden
for the u-nuataral release of this group from Japan and also
for their inclusion in whatever axchanges there are to be made.
Vig stbeaaed to the Vatican and to the Government of Swaden

and Shain the ontstending end exceptiomsl rellgious otatms of

NI
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thid: sroup and reguested that they be specially consldered in
the matier of exchange or relesae » ve minﬂ;{ informe
that the Japanese Government was resdy to considar the exchangs
of thege persons. ‘e would therefore respectfully reguest our
State Depzritusnt to give lmmediate considoration to the matter
of their axchsnge and to express a i?ulingneas to the Govermwsent
of Japan that our commtry was re.dy %o consider the exc‘mmge’of
these personse
Vil. Owr orgsnization has worke:s in closest harmony with the
Wi I%'efugoe Bourd and clearly recognizes the tremendous tusk
which faced the sar lefugee bBeard during 1944 in carrying out £
the Zxecutive Urder of our Preslident which create: ths Bosrd
with the exyrass puwrposc ol muking possible the rescue of the
meximus number of the hitler victims and enable their escape to
gafe territorye Owr Comnittee expended over & i1.I00s000 which
it made available undeor Govornment licsnse to committees which
operated in the uropean theatre. Thousands of persons owe thoir
lives to the functioning of the dnx Refugse Board ani the closgst
harmony with which our commidtee worked with the Board in
Switzerlande
%e would therefore reospoctfully urge that the province of the
Wur Refugee Board be expande. and that it bo glven greated means
- to effcctively oarry out 1ts humsne programs It has been proven N
tuat rescue can be effected by the judecious upe of larger
suma of moneys %@ feel therefore that larger sums shovld be
placod at the disposal of the ¥ar Rofugee Board to be use for
the roscue of unfortwwite victimse It bocomos appurent as
time paspes that literally only Gays remnln that can still be
utilized for the rescus of as wany victime as possible who may
8till be snatchend from the hunde of the encmys ¥e ure cerialn
that it {8 tho desire 4und will of owr State Depurtment to mike

poseible this rescue worke

Rospoctfully Submitied

VAisD BATZALA BAERGENCY COMJIPT BER -

?p% /ﬁ(m&f«qu,fx I3pmn e e ste MEC

Jammary 30,19
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The following for Huddle snd Meflelland is WRB 388,

In view of well-kmown German pPadtlice of externinating Jews
surviving in any arsa previous %o its evacuation, Department and

VRB conelder At neceassary once more to draw attentlon of Swiss

i and Interoross authoritics to the danger faced by the Jawish mup-

o vivor in German-consrolled territory.
Do he ppointed
g Qordingly, it will be apprecigted if you will vlait Swies

L ?.?ored % Minister and Fresident of Intersrose, and urge that con-

3 sin afforts be made from now on to keep She surviving viotims

1%

£

)

T or ﬂh i persecution alive during the coming stages of hostilities
- &n h,u ®. You should specifically uention in thls connection tue

o shree largest ooneentrations of Jevws in Axle territory knownto exist,

—¥1%:Lodz with 80,000 to 80,000 inmates, Theresienstadt with 40,000

to 80,000 inmates, and camps near Vienna with 18,000 inmates, and
¥ou shouid slso meniion any other localitiss or regione vhere Jevs
are belisved by you to survive, ]

In your conferences with Swiss Foreign Miniater ond Interoross
President it should bs made olear that this Govarnment considers
that frequent and extended visite of Bwise Coneuls and Intercrose

delogates to places and reglons where Jews ore. -conoentrated con-
atituto one of the moet effective moans of prevcnting their further
. extermination.
DECLASSIFIED
8tate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R H.Parke Date_-'s,EP; 138 1972
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~2-#127, January 9, 1945, 5 p.m. to Berm. »

extermination. This method proved its efficaey in budapeet
where, thanke %o the presence of Sylms and Intereroas person=~
nel, many livee appsar to have been saved.

Furthermors, you should emphasize to Foreign Minister and
Intererocs President the mounting evidense of confueion smong
Joval German officials and thelr inereasing acceesibility to
poychological pressure seeking to dlssuade them from executing
extermination polieies ordered by certsin Geruan authorities,
and urge that full advantage be takeon of this state of mind in
the interest of eaving lives, through unofficial as well as

.0fficlal channels,

More partioularly, in view of Germah consent to permit
Intercrcss inspecilon and eare for Hungarian Jews engaged in
forced lgbor in Germany and German-ocoupied territory
(enclosure 1 to your despateh 10132 of Deoember 8), plesse
request immedlate and continuing Intereross setion to pafe-
guard lives of this largest group of Jews surviving under
German mis.

Please endeavor to make clear to Swiss and Interoross

that the activities suggested above phould be aotively pur-

" sued ae long ag the danger ocontinues.

Plosse advies Departument and WRB of Swise and Intercross
reaction. The




i3

-3~#127, January 9, 1945, 5 p.m. to Dern.

§

The folilowing from WRB for leClelland:

It would be helpful if you inquired at frequent intervals
vhat speoifie action Swiss and Intercross are taking to carry
out the above suggestions.

In view of the situation as outlined abave and in view of
your reeent reports indleating effectivenses of oublicity and
other forms of peychologleal pressure upon Geraan offioclals,
Jou are requested to make sveslal efforte througli all ohannels
avollable %0 you to 1inersase such pressurs uith 2 View to pale~

guerding the lives of the surviving vietimg of Nagi persesution,

STETTINIUD
(GHW)

VRB: MMV 1XG : HWE swpb
1/8/48
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! FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLAND

] Reference second paragraph WRB'S ?Pé, there
are in Switzerland as of November 1 some 42,000
civilian emigrants (those who entered country prior
to August 1, 1942) and refugees (those who entered

\__/——-’

{ meinly illegally after that date) exclusive of
military internees numbering roughly 40,000 (two
main sroups being 20,000 Italians and 10,000 Poles).

—_— —
In addition to these two principal categories there
4

Bt

14
are some 13,000 recently admitted French and Itallian

——

refugee children from Belfort region and Val Dossola
Ny ~ e

respectively total therefore about 95,000.

Civillan emigrants and refugees are made up of
. following major groupse: 9720‘f9pgg€ggﬁpmﬁnm=and - .
| A2 M | . S
| Austrians (almost all stateless) 6700 Poles (majority

.psﬁ-gj%ggi%?

'
1



£

-2—- #7740, Undeted, from Bern-

statgless). 85 percent of these two groups are
Jews!in addition there are about 50C former Czechs
and 200 former Hungarians who are Jewish and stateless
another 500 persons of various ex-nationalities
should be added to this category of largely
unrepatriables then come following fepatriable groups
possessing nationalities; 9800 Italians 5332 French
(including Alsatians) 1295 Dutch 1200 Yugoslave (8¢)
pércent Jews) 580 Belglans 480 Hungarians 500 CGzechs
plus about 5,000 of various other nationalities.,

About 230 persons at present in Switzerland hold
valid Palestine certificates of which 1,000 more
will shorly be allotted to Switzerland mainly for
children and adolescents,

Only negligible number of isolated cases possess
valid visas for overseas emigration mainly South

America,
HUDDLE

RR

L]




ad PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
T0: 5 A;erican Legation, Bern
DATED: November 8, 1844 u
NUMBER: 3810
Y

Reference 1is made Aeféwi%h to your cables of October 18
and. 20, nos, 6902 and 6960 respectively. )

Sliould Venta Sanatorium or similar quarters be rented,
the Bwiss should arrange that there be given refuge therein
iawe of United Btates nationality and thelr accompanying rela-
tives, whether Americans or aliens. If such facilities have
not been rented, the Swiss'should see that United Statee Jews
and their familifes are sheltered in quarters where all the
rights to which they are entitled can be given them.
i We have thkan telegraph action. V
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ORIGIN.L TEXT OF TELEGRAN SENT

FROL:: Secretary of State, Washington
TO: Ameryican Logation, Bcrn
DATED: November 7, 1944

WiEER: 3786
. - *

To irinister Harr:ison and MeClelland, Bern.

Reference your 7269 of November 1.

Please transmit to Swiss Govermment this Government's apprecia-
tion of Swiss action reported therein., You may assure Swiss officials
that this Government will do everything possible to assist them in
every vay in connection with the roception and evacuatic;n of the con-
templated refugees from Hungary.

In this connection, please ascertain and advise the Board of
total number of refugees now in Switzerland, and of the numbers
holding (1} Palestine certificates, (2) valid visas to any other
countrics, or (3) valid passports of countries to which they can
‘safely return. V

This is WRB Bern cable No. 264,

e

STETTINIUS
AGTING

liiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn,
Drury, DuBois, Friedman; Gaston, Hodel, Lesser, Marks, lannon,
kceCormack, Pehle, Files.
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
e
TO0: % American Legation, Bern
DATED: October 23, 1944 x

7 oy CONTROL COPY

FOR MCCLELLAND FROM PEHLE.

For your information the Swiss Minister in Washington recently
asked the Board how hls government could be of any he/lp in the serious
Jewish situation ix; Hunjgary and at Oa{miecim aﬁd Birkeneau. He was
advised confidentially of the stepa which have been taken by the Swedes,
He has promised to notify his government of this and to suggest to the
Swiss Government that it take action parallel to that taken by the
Swedes, .

Please support this matter to the extent possible,

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 230
X

STETTINIUS
(Acting)

!
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. Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

s s By R. H. Parks Dnte__SE&l 3 1972 - ,




OABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON, BERN, FOR MIOLELLAND FROM PEHLR

P4r your information the Swiss kinister in Wiashington recently
asked the Board how his govermment could bs of any help in the »
gerious Jewish situation in Hungery end st Oswieoim and Birkeneau.
He was advised conﬁdonti@ly of the steps which have been taken
by the Swedes. He hus prénind to notify his government of this
and to suggest to the Bwiss Governmsnt that 1t take action parallel
to that taken by the Swedes.

Please support this matter to the extent possible.

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 230.

3145 peme - o
October 20, 1944 ~. -

Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, |

' Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson,

: Tesger, -Mennon, McCormack, Files _ ‘
! FHshd  10/20/44
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October 19, 1944

IEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

E ]

Mr. Bruggmann, the Swiss Minister to the United States, called
ifr, Pehle today in connection with a request the Minister received
from the World Jewish Congress to do something for the Jews in Hungary,
Slovakia and in the concentration camps at Oswiecim and Birkeneau. He
stated that Dr. Kubowitzki of the World Jewish Congress had advised him
of certain actions which the Swedish Government had taken, particularly
in Hungary, and he asked lr. Pehle for confirmation of this information,
Mr. Penle advised Mr, Bruggmann of the action taken by the Swedes to
protect several thousand Hungarian Jews and also advised the lMinister
that the Swedes had sent a Special Representative attached to the
Swedish Legation to work on this problem. M. Pehle also advised the
Swiss Minlster that word had been received in this country that the
Germans had intended to exterminate all the refugees now in the camps
at Oswiecim and Birkeneau and that Mr. Hull had issued a statement last
week on this matter., iMr. Pehle also advised the Swiss Einister that
the situation with respect to the Jews in Slovakia was extremely criti-
cal,

The Swiss Minister stated to Mr. Pehle that he would immediately
cable his government and ask them to get in touch with the Swedes with
a view to taking parallel action to that already taken by the Swedish
Government to help the doomed Jews in Hungary, Slovakia and Silesia.

J

¥. Hodel

—adra
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NT : N DIVISION OF
DEPA?)EME ‘ INCOMING \\ COMMUNICATIONS

STATE AND RE'GORDSj

cated to anyone
£y than a Government

( REARRRGRED )

Secretary of 3

“ionchingston, U sy s
: P
6028, Septeimber 15, 1 pli. ﬂ“ b ’ f
: e .
DepartmsntLﬁ_égglL_;_d_;__él;__*
Congensus of opinion amony private Swiss Relief Comuitice

mUErs consulted is that effectiveness of Svwise NEL

isgion i coordinating and ilmplementing vork

oi various orgonizations Landling refusee matters in Suitzerlawn

nas Deen very limitved, It has ha¢ 1it5le efiect =ibl
FTavorable or unZavorable ou pormel activitigs of diirferent

srouwsg ccetive in refu-ee cvestiouns

The privat: Swiss reli inue to meet

resularly weder aesis of Lontralestells Fer Sluchtlingshilfe

in Zurich and carry on o veEry mweh aog pefore,

It 13 senerally felt thot setting wp of advisory coruiission
- - P a ‘/
wes cue to personal cesire of federal council Lorvon Steiger

Department of Justice anc¢ rolice, to lessen his own

Calef of
suare of responsgivility for handling of refugee prollems in

Switzerland ané attenuate criticism directed warvicularly at

hin
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-2~ #6038, Septenber 13, 1 p.m., from Bern

him.
¥
% Although announced that commission would convene

at least once a month, February 23 meeting [{Legation's #

1130, February 24) has remained ont and only full.

session to date., Several of its sub-committees have
met. Sub-committee on legal questions has bEER

fairly active and set%lsd caggs of disciplinary

action taken by Swiss authoritiecs against individual
refugees. Sub—commiﬁtEE on emigration and repatriation
had single meeting iﬁ July but took no action workth
noting. In sub-commitbtee on recreatlion and educatiaon
official Swiss members, i.e, officials of Federal
Department of.Justicé and Police proposted SEries

of lectures in camps on Switzerland. Private members
suggested instead lectures on post war Europe
emigration and the 1like as subjects of special interest
to refugees at this moment but which had hitherto

been forbidden by Swiss authorities as contréry to
Swiss nEutrality. This minor matter still being
congidered by authorities.

HARRISON

JMS
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+ !
subjeett  frojpwsed Zules tax on persons returning to Switeerland aftsy the wer,

Zhe mitached tranelstlon of sa article (o the E,/ESE CURAGKHER VEITURD
indiedton that a neagure has heen submitted in the lsglslsture of the
Zanton of Zuerliob %o lapoue 8 spesial Bax on returning realdents who laft
fuiteeriend duriag $he war, %The purzons of 1he menaures 1o to dlscoursge
the repatriation of those whoe noughd personal enfaty abroad wnd eaceped
the hordahips of Livieg under wnP donditisne, PThe tax would hit sastly |
the Zulae Jeva vho constitute by far the greater part of shase who l.!f!
sultgarland, I% would not =pply 4o those Ywise pho went abroad "to repre-

.eant iwisa saltural and eeonomic interests.® To esepne the tax, the

peresons gffsoted vonld heve to ressuwise She right to resstalblish a dondcile

- 1o 3witzerlond after the war., The author of the weasure adsits thet in the

event o7 a Ynsi invasion of Switmerland, thv dengeve vauld have besn grester
for Jewe than for mon-dewe, He conteads, howaver, $hst this ia osly n dif-
ferenge in degree which thke nropseed law aannst take into conslderation,

In viow of the atrcoltizs to whioh Jews of all natliconnlitlen Nave
baen eubjeotad in occusled counteiea, the argusent thut the difference in
this rospedt botwesn Swiss Jews wnd non-Jews is neraly one o8 degres 1
absurd, to gay the lenst, Like the Jews of tha Hetherlanis or Humgary or
other oesunled ercas, the Yuleg Jews wounld bave Besn doomdd to satersine-
tian or, st beat elavery, The Swigs military mutharition vere fully
avare of this and thersfore, daspite the wllitary sobilization alace
Zepterher 1939, resdily granted militery furloughe %n Jews in order to
saghle thea to sxmigrete,

fhat the zitdotion An Gwitmerlens uas precarious is ovisencod by the

T faot thut variensr Sules fires sought refoge in the United States mnd thet

the “wiee Yakispedl Bank tvaneferred its ;;old etocks Bo this counteyy for
aufoly, If the purpase of the zegsure, as its suthor contends, e $o
equaligza the Lurdens of She ver energeney, 1t wvould neen that ft should
apply alzo o such firms, T

i
i
a




Bvision of
- @ - Honebary Regearch

I sentioned the proposed tex so Zrofessor Foerster when he wag here
regently, tnld ne that he was acquainted vith the aAttsr and that
hig srganlention in Bew York had protested to the Svies Hiniester in
Yachington, Foerster stated that Ur, Yrugunan was of the opinion thet
the measure would never be enecoted into law, This, however, is only
bor, Prugmann's perecnal apinton,

%

i The propesal to tam sc~cslled undeairsbls repatrintes undeubiedly
1 reflests populer shinking on thie peint in lwitszerlasnd now that Alllea
viotory 1e in sighs,

g
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“ranslation

froa
BEQE RURBONSR ZXITONG
¥5, 1235 ef July 30, 1944
J /
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¥he prepessl to .impose s speclsl tax upor all who at the beginning
af the var Sook refuge abroad upon thedr retoPn sfter the war han npod
vith vide intsrest ofter baving boen explained {n the Zanerieh ¢antonn}
Gnunoil, In the press of Qerman fulteerlond, ovea in the elsh and
Tesoin newspapors, thio motlon wus grnoted a8 o seans of aresting a Just
squelisation Detwesn those vho in times of dsnger have shusned al) (1228
vices for our country, omd those who remsined here and umder aLfficuls
var conditlans have vorved and leoked oud for the native land, <his
eonaant offers slso m guarentee far the faol that the Lanton Zaerich
vill not remain nlous at tho introduction of this lav, lspisted votes
nade lese ramarvatinne in rezard to the ldea of Ahe propossl in {teolf
then i regard to the ;oseibilisy of Lts raalization,

“hnt does the propoeal wamey

It otrives for n low whersby perscas whe formerly hed settled in
Senton Iugrich ond after Januavy 1, 1930 noved abrosd will be taxed when
Shey return lo She Centon “asrich. 7hie tex whall be levies fn ‘the abowas
of all the taxes !ovlpd during the time of their abdnencs, such persous 40
be ercmpted from the Vax who oan prove thal sbrosd they had to look after
inportant ealtural or economlo interacts of Swibwerland. Shis lev shail
prevens such peeple who &n ai7fi0ult tiues lefé eur asuntry and 414 mat
care o know anything abont us from being able %o sisuply retura during
bester timen o evagger agsin {n our sconomis and euitural itfe witheut
at least making up part of vhat sll of ug have performed for our eountry,

Only {n most recent times has the dlecussion nf this mssien in
nuzerous letters to the aditor of the "N,%.7,7 been carried to a more
exotional plame. 1 way, therefore, bde allowed %o 4doal with a fow of the
Shoughte exprecesd, Zome fellov oftizens have pointed ont that for Jewish
sulgrants there wvse & special resssn to flen abroad, sad they advocated

-the viev that special lenlense is called for tovards the lotter, GBhelld

She eyupnsthy for isolated categories of fugitives cause un t0 aeke & dife
ferenee 4a the trastzont of fugitive Jews and noR-Jewat Yherowith the
faotuol dlnoussion threatens to sink %o a sentimantal plans, Fisy on the
one side, envy on Yho other side would be bud adviesrs for leginlatore,

Ur the emphssising of raolsl 4iffersaces or of raeisd resentaents, vhere,
thanks Gof, such need not ploy any role in ouwr country, are Ro leglelative-
politios) argusente, A purely Gwisw probles e bafore us and ve sirtive for
8 solution fros our exclusively Swise daba,

TAXAZ 10N OF UNWELSOHE RETUNFISG Buiohangs £

i
¢
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The tax preposaed br us wuet tie up with twe conorete presuppositionss
firetly wifh the 7208 of omigration st the tine when the war danger set in,
and geeandly with the faet of returning within a period to be declded after
the end of the war, £rls he {n whose ease both presuppositions are true¥
ahal)l be subjeot to the upecial taw,

1

The enigration at the degiening of the war uader the imuraesion of a
drnger threotening sleo our country can be exactly deteralned in p law dy
fieing s date - gacording to wy proposal, Javunry 1, 1239 - after whioh
ozlgration 1o tobooed by us. Aftar the oncoupation of Austria, the march
{nto Cyechaslavakin, and finally after the authrsak of the war and in the
follawing vary a2ftsr the invanion of Yorwsy, Demmerk, Helgius, and Holland,
ovaryone booaze conscious of whst dangere lay hidden Ap the Zuropesa ¥ar,
Tha danger for the popul-tion remsining ir the country oxisted., It aowe
te everyhody'e sonscliousaeas by She evesuation meansures indo the interier
af ths gountry lssued b the suthorities, Yalgratinn wae not fordldien,
oertalnly! But whrt ve $aboo is Shie, that aush esigrants retura =t
will - as if nething had Raps;ensd - after the end of the war to dispute
ns for ps poositle the plase {n ths gun to those who rsmalned hers,

The danger, in onse Switererland were drawn lnto the war, 4s greast for
everysns, ¥o guarsntee for body and Life in codn of war esn be given by
our %tate, Yot even to Chriatiams, Aleo Chrictinn villeges with el) their
{nhabitants have becu destroved, slso the Christias eivilisn population has
yorished in the Loubarded oitliea, ¥e all know that the danger Por the Jews
in shis war {s ozrtieularly great, that they vers destroyed in gomperatively
wugh largsr nunbers and fell vietlius to a aruel fate, Yo Justly thinking
"wige will refuse hiz sympethy to thawe viotims,

But the 4ifference betveosn the fate that threastened the Jews and the
fats that threstensd the nop-Jeva 12 net fundemantal, It 10 only s 88f-
ference in degree, Uanger in iteelf throatened overyonej only she
poseibility of being affested by the fate of wsr wvas aomovhat smeller for
the non-Jow, ‘e can, tharafore, perhaps Latter understand the Jev who
decliod S0 oalgrate thom tho Christian who A%4 the sama, Dut does thie
Justify a differsntinl tventmentt Surely not, Yor the preposed lav does
not want to pass judgment as bo value, IR only wants an equrlizntion of
services, Tho lav does not iupose nny noral qual{ficstiens upon the
fugitives,

Thie would be impomsidble for there arc amang the enigrante of 1939 and
1940 a whole soale of quite differently conditioped csses, An exauple is
the Jewinh businesonan who in good time anigrated overssas with & large
pars of his propersy and not only left in the lurch his foramer likewise
Jewlah on-laborer, who porforaed here military service, but alao aompeted
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with him seat aharply from the sefety shroad, Another example da the
resresentative,of s free vocation who, en emlzrating, left iu the lurach

hie native lank snd his muserous ereditore, Little syupiidhy s surely
deserved by o noneJevioh capitalist who shortly aftor his noturalieation £
in Switgerland, before ¥he threatening war dsnger, wade a long "pleasure
trip® to Amerlon, bul wae eareful to liguidate and teka along Bia

sroperty, On the ather hond, sany cases are Yvown - &t is ¢ question

rostly of Jewish fellow cltisens » {n which ths enigrante decided with

1 heavy heart to =igrate, fulfilled all thair oblizatians. hore and foele

ing hamelegs land m tragio exinlonae abroad,

These few oexasples show that §t {a not possible bo clogalfy the
casen agaording % thelr motives., The legleleter must oling to concrete
faets, ¥s agres with the corrsspondent », X, thet the gusation whether
the Swles Jew had to feel mors threatemad gham the non-Jev hae no role
to olay,

Por the fundamentzl quention is guide wiffersnt, 4 sorrespondcnt
hee peintad out thut owy Government wonld not have been in » posttion to
protect all Ltr citivena {n the cese of an attmok. He who, from Sho fact
that the 3tate in ticves of war cennot gunrantee any abeolubtaly valid pro-
tection, wants to iafer the inner Justiflantion to turn one's baok o the
stete {a aush tives of danger, ohows thad he does nrot know the unvritten
daties of n Sules towsede his country, The zany Jewlsh fellov citizens
who remained here -~ to these utolong the cosraspondents of the °N,%5,2.%
= have shown that they unow these dusien, that alsa in timew of danger
they are indedted to our countey,

5, 4n $lmee of var the State gives no aseuvsnae for She protection
of all its {anabitonts. It canaot do so, In such timee the oltiren may
80t demapd any gucruntees of the State, On the aontrary, In Slues of
daggor the State must dewsnd of 1to citimens %4 be rexdy to saorifice

“everything, A State which ¢srnot onunt on this ssarifics would be doomed

to perlsh, Pvery woldier inowe this, Yvery Yvies goldler, in hig entire
uilitary sraining, hae beon seught nxaln end agoin to be rondy to atake
his 1ife for the native land, He who stands on frontiersguard, he who
risks hiz 1ife in 4rille, he whe (like cvery eoldisr in our sountry) pree
pares hiueolf for the defense of his us¥ive lsnd, has no cersificate af
guerantas for his personsl safety in this feot but he plsces consalonsly
hie 11ife ond olvilian existonoe in the nervice of his native innd, In
tines 1ike there every ciiizen, man and wapan, {s a soldter,

Thin Le the Aifference between peaceful tires in vwhich everyone goss
the way that snite hin, in vhich everyone con pursue his nafety snd come
fort, and the times of dangzer in whioh, conversely, the Dtate, the native
land, uuet degsnd rendinsss to ssorifice,

o




ko

- b

58 whe in such tigee doas not foel the unwritten duty to be rendy
far the pative oogntry shauld net sos:-lale §f lster & swell - only
finenclal - seerifice e coemanded of hio.

et 1t not be sald the anlgpaste Bac shtalned militsry furlough,
“here sFe such, 169, who enigrated wirhout perssnent furlouwgh and ntaved
swer and sost of the othars, had they remanlired in the sountry, vould hsve
surely been reerulled lster or called ip for the HD (houe defenue) or alr
defenne., In addition %o the finemcial services, whish the 5tate hg» been
daprived of by their esiyration, there ere slso ~thor services whioh wore
rendered by the Swise remsining hare, Need ! veaind of the ¢ffarts for
additionsl eultivabisa, 2f *he efforte for oversonisg unempley=enty

fhall these vho fled sbrosd be dlspensed fros all these services?
They rO lonser need to render any aervices or to noke any sseriflicees if
they Arsy the consequences of thalr decluinn maie % the tine and ramain
where they alprated,

[§59

The seeond point of asnasction for the syeaial tax i the return of
the fugitives,

2o all hope thet aur country will mot be drawn fnto the wer, Until
row 4t is one of the very fev Turopssr acuntries that has not been offlloted
by horrible dentructiocss, lHere we shall - 90 ve hone « Megp our plags in
the sun. Hero esoh of us hopes %o gultivate his fleld, %41l 1% not be the
right time to ask everyone: What hest thou done for this gauntry in tise of
sunger, in the time when grorifices wers dovandod? In Swieas history there
have alvays been tlmes of dlstress xfter timss of econoale proaperity, Asd
1t hud &lweys been the cuoton thet only he should participste $n the hare
vest whoe hue reniarsd oarvicae 1n time of canger. Shus in the o0ld
ganfadaration only he could carvy on & gelld trade vho had *Sravelead®
befare with the gaild, that fe, who on the tsttlefield had killed hie wan,
After this war we ozust Aot trest worse the soldier who rendered his nervice
Jovfully. who hes perhaps saorificed his 1i8tle trade, his aivilinn ponie-
tion, then the one who hnd vanished during thie time, ¥a mued not oxposa
thiis soldler to the uncestrained cospetition of theze who had Sespoverlly
floned thoir Susiness or sllowed Lt %o bte oarrzied on by othere not on
acaount of wilttary sorvice tnt merely on actount of thelr parconal
safety,

1t 15 ¢ cozmaniment of Justioe to demand hore on squalization of the
sopvicea, A repunciztion by the S¥ate of suvh 2 minimum egqualisation of
sorvices vould be an sat of ingratituds tosarde the Hwise soldler and
towards evory citiesn who ia hard tines has fulfilled his duties, If one
eonfines oneself to demand of the relurned fuzltives ue s subsequent eor-
vigee vhat can be emaetly figured ouk, namely, the smount of all the tares
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they would have had to pay in gase they had reaained here, then aurely
no ane 18 wranged. He vho pastulsten farther sametiosns beryond this,
perhgpe n:ggtptmﬁlen. overlooks the faot $h.t it wil) not be¢ uossible
for legieleture o dietyiYute moral qualifiantinss or make grsdations
aceordleg o the degres of objlect{sssblencss or of excusability, vhlch
differs {n every evingle oase of flight. He, however, whe - Like o
corraspondent af the “Fat? - findm that tirs {mposition of a sers finsne
elsl aervice (s too pstty s sanetlion, let hilp make s beblior proposal,
“het 7@ asy and can denand 18 am egunligaiion of the nersurable servisen,
Iy aewanding thase services wd whall reateatin frouw returaing all those
exigrants who chaose thelr netive lund only eocording %o business notnte
af vlew, orly aecsordlme to pralitehleness,

Zy the fzet that the tsxation ties up with the preturr, the inw renka
on = safc legnl gronad, Yo Tetranetivs lav 12 arealed, as corvesyomdent
=e By An the BN, 7,0,9 fagre, the return v a fnret lying fn the future
which the law ean lay hold of, Thane offected ave sven froe %o svade
taxatinon 1f withln she -orind fixed vy law ther renonnce Saking up reele
denge here rgein, and give thereby to their enlgretlon the ghovacter of
s i erofaent deocleion, v, however, vhe returas tmmedintoly after the
esrastion of the sopdition of danger, ppraves thoreby thit he wonted to be
sbront only Sezzorarily only as long ar the Siate conld nat give hin the
Ymsafety gusrantee.” The legislator iu¢ fyee to aonceive thea notion taxable
recidence as he yills, As the conuect ®rosidence® slwavs gonprises alse
the intention of permanent Awelling, 4t =ay be sesumed without further sdes
he who returas soon aftsr the end of the war has pever hhd the Lntentien to
renpin yperannuntly sbdrond, Hoence, he haw not provad any nex reeldence
abroad and, therefore, kupt his taxabl- reeicence in Sviteerland, The proe
rosed lev cen, therefare, hulld upan the adduced legal conaspts of the tax
law and en Bnch lens be iesignrbed as retroaative law than, for inatsnoe,
the decision of the Uonfederation Uouncil 4o regaPd Vo the aatgrauts
de?rnue contridbution of 19k},

Tt even the so-uple {s ot wound, there would be orented two kinds of
Geies, sush np ~sn return withent further sdo, ond such as aan .w'chase
Shely return only Uy aubzesuontly paying the tax, Juetice domands that
different presuppositions shoula bs dlfferently trented, He whs flad in
order not to have 1o risk hin pareon and hs property vhen dsnger threstened
kis astive land juuily deserves n 4ifferent trextment from thet of $he one
who had to ge shrosd $5 repvesent 3wies suldurel or eganomia i{nteresta, o¢
af the Jvise eafigront vho leng before the ver eulprsted regulerly and
renieved plonecrinz wovk nbrasd for his nrtive land,

The proposed law atrives after an equ-llwation of the services, It
shell net areale nny Alffarences dut an tho comtrery sake wure that no
unweloone returning erigrants Yo able to evade their service dudies tovards
our State, It has been grected hy the public as an aat of Justios, Ye may,
therefore, have She oonfldecce thrt 1% will he reslired and, tn spite of .
certein dtfficulties tn the handling, vhioh sre not abaont in say tax law, ;
#111l progune the empeoted affeot, : .

}
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At will mot roseip then sonfined to the tanten Zusrfeh but will
e taken sver by other Psnntony or, 1f poncidle, by !?o fonfed=ration,
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Department would appreolate being brought up to dute

44

%’ on activities of swia/e Refugee .dvisory Commission,
is formation of which was reported your 1130 February 2.
§ It would also be helpful to the Department to have
% your evaluation of the Commissiont's effeotiveness in
ocordlnating end implementing the work of the verious
organizations handling refugee metters in sSwitzerland.

AULL
(EDK)

SWPe 7HLI: amg 8«20«44 WRB c
Sent at request of War Relief Control Board.




nem must be . Augus* 71, 1944 )

paraphraseiij.efore being

communlcatéd to enyone ’ 6 p.m.
other than a Government

agency. (RESIRLOIEDYe RESTRTSIED,

The President's War Relief
Control Board,
§  Washington Building,
Washington, 6 , D. C.

AMLEGETION
BERN
2001
Department would appreciate being brought up to date
on activities of Swiss Refugee Advisory Commission,
formation of which was reported your 1130 February 24.
It would aleo be helpful to the Department to have
your evaluation of the Commiseions's effectiveness in
] coordinating and implementing the work of the various
organizations handling refugee matters in Switzerland.

HULL
(rx)

fa

SWP 1 WHM tamg 8.20-44 WEB CE
Send at request of War Relief Control Board.




ORIGINAL TWuaT OF THLIGKAE SERT

FROE: ¥ . Secretary of State, Weshington
k' /
T0: Arericsn Legatlon, Bern
*
paToins Aungust 23, 1944 .

T e LONTROL COPY

FOR MeCLiLLAND,

Hel'er par-—graph marked 4, Yepartment?s 2605 of July 28,
KRBYs 94.

The nuthoriration riven to consular oftlcers in Switzer-
land by the veparbmunt®s Y1 of erch 18 anﬁ'Department’s 2236
of July 3 is hereby amended Lo include wuthorization to issue
such viaas tu refuyee children ar~iving in Switigrland fron
Hungary. For issucpce through October, the additional non-
preference quota iemlpration nurbers glven balow were alloted
to Zurich: Hungarian, 72 te 176 incluslve.

" Please advise appropriate swgss officlals and make all
appropriate eflorts te arrange Tor the relsase to Switzerland
fror Hungary ol children who pnzy be eligible for the issuance
of such visas.

THIS IS WRE BERN, CABLDE NC. 122,

HULL

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
VD

By R H. Parks Dute-s&l 3 ‘972
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Befer paragrerh marked 4, Departwent's 2600 of July 28 ,
WEB's 94, . '

The suthorisstis 4iven 6 scabuler offisers in Switscrlend by
the Departzentte 891 of Hareh 18 and Departeent's 2238 of July 3 is hexedy
ansnded to include aniderisation to sssus sueh visas o refuges ahlldiren
agriving ip Sviszerland from Bangary, Tor Lssuance throngh Ooteber, the

sddisions) nen~preforence quots {xmigration mundara glven below were sle
loted to Zurich: Eungarisa, to o '
Pleass sivine appropriate Swiga officials and meke all appropriate
offorts $o ayrange for the yeleass to Sviteaplond froa Bungery of childrea
vhe may be oligidle for the festanes of wuch visas,
SHIS 18 WEB ABRN CAMLY HO, R——

4306 pem.
August 12, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahemson, Cohn, DuBols, Friedman, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MoCormack, Cable Control Files

i gt




ORIGINAL TaKP|OF TELIGRAM SENT

FROM: S;pretary'of'Staﬁe, Washington = .. ., . iy
T0: Americ ) il E 5 Sz - Ur’ ‘

: v afs Legatvlon, Bern i | t’
DATED: August 23, 1944 .
NUMB R : 2908

. ——
¥
FOLLO%ING FOR McCLELLAND:

Please convey to M. Pilgf this Governmentts warm
appreciation of Sw{;s Government's consent to give temporary
refuge to 8,000 holders of Pal;stine certificates from Hungary
in addition to proposed asylum for expectant mothers amd
children,

Please ;ransmit to the Sﬁiss Government informally our
suggestion that it would be helpful if a public statement of
the Swiss Government's action was issued, sc as to make
impossible for Hungarians and Germans to plead that emigration

is not feasible, and to give an example to other governments.

THIS IS ¥RB CABLZ TC BERN NO, 140

k)

HULL

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parke Dato _SEP.13 1972




CABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON AND MoCLELLAND, BERN, SWITZERLAND.

K3
. k|
Pleage convey to M. Pilet thic Goverument's wsrm sppreclatioa £ ]
of Swiss Government's consent to give temporary refuge t> 8,00
holders of Palestine certificates from Humgary ir addition to pro-
pesed asylum Yor expoctant mothers and children.

Plesse frengzit to whe Jwiss Government informally owr FnE-
gestion thad it woald Le helpful if & public statement of the
Swigs Government'c achisn waz {ssued, so 83 to make itpcssible
for Hungarisne eznc Sermsne 4o dlead that emigrasion is nct
feasible, and to give an example to other zovernmenwus,

THI8 IS WRB CABLE TO BERN KO. 140

9145 a.m.
August 23, 1944

Migs Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodsel,
Laughlin, Lesserp Mann, Mannon, MoCormaok, Cable Control Files

Mﬁﬂzimﬂﬂ’xdg 8/22/4d, ’
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parophense’ beforc bring O polie X X
cormuateatid 0 amyone .
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1
- IRy COpy
_| DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ANLLGATION, JuL 181814
e Tl OF
BERN . COMMUNIGATIONS & RECORDS
242¢
x

ALl messages sent on behzlf of repregantatives of
the Wer Refugee B@s.rﬁ/fmd measages relating to the
obemtiong of the Doard should be taken up in youp
regular aceountes fer Palmburcement by Sheo VWar Refuges
Board in accordancc with Bsotion V-486 of the )?’or’eigﬁ/
Bervice Regulationa, 7

Pleags submiy ¥ i complete 188% of all

neseages whieh you have sent in the Soard's interest,

&g stated above, giving nuaber and date.

UL
(EPT)

FAIEPT:FE 7/6/44 »=8/3
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Aﬁ;;ﬂmTELEGRAM T poermo

mxmmﬁ ted t46 enyone AND RECORDS
other : o Government
AZENCTe  \==SPTTSSLL)

t
t

ARLEGATICH,

The Covernments of the United 3 _
heve ayreed, in furtherance of their Joint n»olicy to use every
availabie nezne conslstent with the -succegsful nrosecution of
the ar to brin;: acout the rescue of vietims of enciy oppression
in imminent danger of Ceath, Jointly %o e»~roach the Iwles Govern-
ment in regerd $o the reeeptlon end core of refupessg with a view
to renewing asesursncee previously made concerning aC0ditionel
importes, if needed, to meet the needs of refugees sdémitted to
Switzerland.

After concerfiing with your .iritish colleague, who hae
re, - ived general lnstructione in the matter, a Jjoint epproach
ehould be made to the Swiss Government in the asense of the
follovwin:: !

WOT.  The Covernmente of the United States and Ureat

Zritain desire arsin to express thelr admiration for the humeni-
tarian nolicy which has been followed by the Government of
Switzerlend in piving asylum end eare to the large numbers of
refupees who have made their way to Switzerlend,

The




W

%

- 1 3 g e
8= 2050, July 3, 8 pem., 4» “erm.

The Governments of the United States and Great Britein
desire to re-affirm their willingness toc arrange for the Pro-
vision of sgueh 24dltional imports ac msy be reauired to ease
the burden on Swiss resourcss resulting from the temporar care
of refugees glready recelved in Switzerlané or those who may
subsequently be received under the literal and humaniterian
Swiss policy in thie pegard. UNQUOTE,

4 simllar joint asnrosch ig beilng made to the Governuent
of Sweden. Joint approaches slso are being made to the Covern-
ments of Turkey, Spain, and Portupal expressing the hope that
they wlll adont a more 1liberal polley ae regards the reception
end temporary care of refugees and offering to arrange for the
provislon of suech additional imporss and funds as may be
reauired to ease the burden on locel rescurces arising from

the care of such refugees as may be recelived.

IULL
(GLir)

WP EDK: EHJ P=l=44 VE WRB EN  S/CR
. BG . )
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DEP/}g;MENT * INGOMING - ~  DIVISION OF
p : COMMUNICATIONS.
STATE TELEGRAM AND REGCORDS
MAE-304 PLATN < 07«4\'

@Q @@’F"\% Bern Gﬂn/i

A
Dated July 24, 1944

LY

Ree'd 9:33 p.m.

.
secretary of State,

Washington.

47;6, Twenty-fourth
Internees well quartered have many hot and cecld
showers, Wwell heated last winter. Food appears abundant

and good clothing and tailor shops available. Due
favorab le sanitary conditions health internees generally
excellent. I1l receive free treatment modern dentist
office with two chairs open each day treatment free.
Notwithstanding favorable conditions Internees 1live
under constant threat deportation which influences

& morale.

HARRISON

|
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF,TELEGRAM SENT
FROMs Secretary of State, Washington

gauTRe! onpy

v
TOs AMLEGATION, BERN

DATER,  June 30, 1944
NUMBER: 2221 x

> 3
Ut peesa \}E 9

For attention of Ambsssador Harrison and McClelland.
Following discussions with Minister Brugéﬁann in Washing-
ton Pehle, Executive Director of War Refugee Board, suggests
that refugee problem be discussed informally and in confidence
with the Swiss Foreign 0ffice emphasizing in particular the
following pointss
1. The contribution which Switzerland has made
and is making to the refugee problem is apprecla
ated here both in government circles and by the
American public.
2. We would appreciate recelving from the Swiss
Government informally and confidentially any and
all suggestions on what can be done on the problem.
3. We appreciate that certain phases of the matter
can best be handled by informal arrangement with the

Swiss Government rather than by formal requests to
make demands on the German Government, Generally,

5 . - where such action would be helpful we are willing
64 that you discuss particular problems with the Swiss
§§ Government informally and confidentially before

making formal requests.

A
_ It is the view of Bruggmann that the cooperation of this

:Govégnment and theSwiss Government on refugee matters could be
faciditatéd by following these suggestions.

The Department is in accord.

f
THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 62, :
- DECLASSIFIED

) . State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Dnte_s_gp_l 3 ]9?2




DRAFT OF CABLE TO AMBASSADOR HARRISGN AND
MoCLELLAND,

Following disoussions with Minigter Bruggmenn in
Washington Pehle, Executive Director of War Refugee Bosrd,
suggesta thét rofugeec probxgmrbe disgugsed lnformally and
in eonfidence with the Swiss Foreign Office emphasizing in
particular the fellowing poinss: ’

1. The contribution whioh Switzerlsnd has nade
and is meking to the refugee problem is
appreciated here both in government oirocles
and by the American public.

2. Ve would appreciate receiving from the
Swiss Government informally and confidentially
any and all suggestions on what ¢an be done
on the problem.

3. We appreeiate that certsin phases of the
matter casn best be handled by informel arrange-
ment with the 3wigs Govornment rather then by
formal requests to make demsnds on the German
Government. Generally, where such action would
be helpful we are willing that you disouss
partioular problems with the Swiss Government
informally and confidentially before making
formal requests.

" It 18 the view of Bruggmann that the gooperation of thie
Government &nd the Bwise Government on refugee matters could
£ be faoilitated by following these suggestions,
' The Department is in accord,
THIS IS WEB BERN CABLE No.___g);z_

T mmhanesran

June 29, 1944
10345

[ N

} %Zéﬁehlezlhh 8/28/44
S - . M‘{,;_!:,;

!

¢
o
s




4

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

My dear Mr. Minister:

In connection with our recexdt talks on
refugee problems, I should like you Ao know that we
have just sent a cable to Minister rrison and our
War Refugee Board representative #nh Bern along the
lines which you and I digcussed./ I am confident
that this action will prove to be mutually helpful.

ery truly yours,

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

His Excellency,
The Minister of S itzerland,
Washington, D. C
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-Tx

Hy dear Mr. Ministert

In connection with our recent talks on
refugee problems, I should like you to know that we
have just sent a onble to Minister Harrison and our
Har Refuges Board representative in Bern along the
lines which you and I discussed. I am confident
that this action will Prove to de mutuslly helpful.

Vary truly yours,

J. W, Pehle
Executive Dirsctor

His Exaellency,
The Minister of Switzerland,
Yasbhington, D, O,
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l 100 pm

Lan ¢

foliowing or the Legstion b Bern As

repestel $o youwr for yeur information snd that of ihe
approprlsiy oithoriiles of the couriry 50 sdileh you ave
e engule s latver %0 tockes paeallasl

ac dgelyra.

and ghe ar Fefugee Voovd are recelving
reporse lndleating that there grs held in camps situsted in

Germany and G

-oontrolled territory, o «hilch the pro-
teoﬁiﬁg Porwors snd ths Internstlonad Red Cross have bsen
gronpbed n0 s0cese Or olse amudh agtricesly linisted forma of
agegse Shat thor have boen umablé eff'ectively %o asalst

the ipdividuals in cussticn, n numbsr of ungquestloned
nationale and versonc cladming the nationality of the
United tntea and other amerioan Republics, sl sen-Hergen
noay Haﬂoverp.ﬁargsu near Yreeden, Drancy near Fards and
Theresicnetadt are sites of sveh camps. hlﬁce late in 194

the

DECLASSIFIED -
Blato Dept. Lotter, 1-11-72 - -7

By R. H. Parka DuteiE.P_.l 3 1972
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Gheir cladi.o o Lo preboctlon of fovslon stubos - nonve in oidox

to nroteat tLe wignl Intirrosto AP aaeh Actatncap 3t 1o
essonticl that visits be nade to thieno caups. In Lhis conunoo~
tion, reforeuce is mede Ho the cang of franz Kahn {Depurbuent 'o

A=199, Aprdl 24 and prav:louu) in whlch the extraordinary
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eiforis %o mauecanaful

wprzelation of the Depariment and
snean sfforts chould be expressed.,

1o Yhot ghe 11} be ro abatemsnt

CODE ROQK: © npeat to

yiean Hissione to Belivia, Brazid,
Chile, CGolo I Dam, Cuba, Dominican Republiec, Lewador,
El Salvaflor G 1, Guateniala, Halti, Hondurasg, MNexleo,
Yonaog, Yar may, Perw, ! rigusy, opd Venezuela.
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g,
Ses'y
Abrahasson
Akzin
Bernstein
Bonn
DuBois
Trieduman
Gaston
Hodel
Laughlin
Leseer-
laxford
Mann,
Mannon
Marks
NeOoymaole
Sargoy
Saith
ftandish
Stevars
Weinstein
B, D, vhite
Pehle, Mo

ORIGIHAL TOXT OF TBLEGRAN BEN?
FROMs Beoretary of State, Washington

n American Legation, Bemn
DATEDI  June 34, 1944
NUMBER) . 2149

t
N A

fhs Departzent and the War Refuges Board are recsiving
reports indicating thet thers are held in cssps situnted in
Germany and Oermgnecontrolled Serritory, to which the protecting
Powers and the International Red Oross have bdesen granted no
aacess or else such s trictly limited forms of mccess Shat they
have been unable affeatively to assist the individuals in
question, a number of unquestiored nationals and persons clain-
ing the nantionality of the United States and other Azerican
Bspublics. Belsen-Bergap near Hanover, Borgnu near Dresden,
Dranoy near Paris and Theresienstads are wites of such oRmps.
Sincs 1ate in 1943 the camp at Tost in Bilesia eppears to have
been placed in this category. Possibly other cmps of the
sane character exist.

The Swiss Government should be aoked as protecting Fower
of the United States to investigate this situation. Please
requaat 1t to ondeavor to have ita representasives viaily the
camps referred to for the purpose of investigating ¢he olnims
of individusls held fn these enmps o oitizenship of the United
States or of other Awericsn Repnblica. Please make similar
efforts regspding ocapps and other establishments which nay exist .
io Bomanis, Hungary and Bulgaria or any other areas under control

~ of German=dominanted muthoritios.

Articls 86 of the Geneva Prisoners of War Convention as
applied to interned otvilians by mutual agresasnt of the
belligerants ehould be She base of the request to vieit such
caups. The extraoniinary restriotions placed bty the Gewwan
authorities upon communications with these cmmps have dep™iwed
the persons detatned there ard she protecting Fover of normal
woana of dealing with their dlejma to the protection of
forelsn states = hance in ordert protecs the vital interents
of such detainess 1% 1s essontial that vieits de mads to these
cseps. In this conneotion, reference ia made to the oase o®
Trens Xahn (Departuent's A-199, April 34 and previous) in whioh the
extraordinary regulations atSendant upon corresponfence detwesn
hin and the protessing Pover Rave unjustifiadly ispeded the
verifioation of his olaim to American citisenship.

The International Red Oross Commistes, despfite extended
offorts to visit the ommps in quastion, hae DBeen unsucsessful
in i8s exertions uo far. Appreciation of the Departuens and Co
the War Befuges Board for these efforts should s expressed. ;
Alll:a plezse sxpress the hope Shat there will de no adatemsit of l
thene efforts. . D : .

VED CABLE BO, 36 20 XANN Stato et L1118

By R H. Parks Dms, E__lP 3 19'7". '
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TARAPYRACE AP TEIAARAM R «CEI@‘JRQ}”}S
G Amerlesn Lep~tion, Bern m?; ke hfh :
fecretery of ttete, Washington

LTt Wens 20, 1044 .0 ‘l‘l\)‘?{& QY‘%‘“ W
T poutROL DUPY
Ll X %zgéé% g%%%} 7 |4 ‘g L]

At 5256 H

“eferencc 1c mrde herevwith to your cirecular of June 15,

r. June 1€ we offielelly communiceted to the Swise Forelgn
Grilce t:e ?re;lﬂe;t'n me<sage, Also uho zercsepe Qe besn
corviced to 145 ngranspers in Svltxe}lrnﬂ ond ve arve received

Fruces tiirt every les” ng newsvsper ih the country will

carry e wee-gpe In full., We gave ~rovided editorisl eomment
for eccven ilulfluerticl CGermsn langusce apd Freno: lesnguspe fwigs

“ererz 1t ¢o:zpingd country wide coverspe, Tie sublect will
s
Tao Lo trevted by Radlo 3uleers, Sluilarly we coarnlied with

[

inetr ctione in your June 1< clrculsr. UYRB chould be informed.
Inorder to Qlezeminste the smibetrnee of the meacsge in
edemy terrifory wve wil! ure egtebiisned channeiemd ususl

Nesng,

HARRIGON

. Dl«](:!LASS]FII:}D11 1 -
. Letter, 1-11-
. Stato Dept. Lo 1 3 \972

By R. H. Parks DMB_SE-L
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5 GTopping peanphlebd by plang would be the Ybogt. nathod. .
i v HUnenTY s : o

S OHARRYSON

};bi‘alu’;meo_n“ Akzin. Bernstelin,
Joddl “Laughli Lasadr. . Tuxford,
aul, Pohle: ampoy .mi{.h
D th_tu l‘ilc

State Dept. Letter, él 78
By R‘ H Parks Dnte’
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PARAPHRASE OF THELEGRAM R#CLIVED

FROM American Legation, Bern ( £ ;
TOj Secretary of State, Washington ~ £

i by ogie, s
UABED: June 5, 1944 / = &

NUMBEK: 3579 7
" e CONTROL COPY

Reference 1is made heréwith to the ulﬁimate paragraph of
Legation's cable of May 18, no. 3171.

Irom the Swiss Foreign Offlce the Legatioh has reeeivsed
a list of 162 persons removed from Vittel for unknown desti-
nation of whom 3 allegedly olaim Chilean oitizenship, 8
Costa Rlcan, 8 kouadorian, 4 Haltian, 9 Honduren, 5 Nicara-
guan, 87 Paraguayen, 3 Venezuelan, 7 Peruvien, end 29 unknown.

gince the listd contains error in numbering, Legation
is requesting Swiss to confirmfthether 162 or 163 persons in-
volved.

You are asked to please lnstruct whether the Department

=wishe& nominel list sent telegraphioally which includes
< X e
==
= fate End place of birth.
¥
88,‘? Phere were born in Poland a large proportion of the
AR o ,
cmgersm conoerned,
O~
Zo W
S “@oregoing refers to Latin Amerioen interests+-Cermany

and Franoe,
" HARRISON

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter:

ByR:H.PDTkB DEW—S'E‘P‘ls \972 .

1-11-72
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PARAPHRASE OF TEIEGR:M RECEIVED _"uﬁ /
/ .
FROM: American Legatien, Bern
TO: Seoretary of State, Washington

DATE: » May 16, 1944
¥

ot CONTROL GOPY

1 MoClelig;d sends following for WRB attention.
» This refers to .pril 22 telegram No..1405 from
Departmént. V
Your greetings and the confidence placed in mg
by Board's nomination are sinoerely appreciated.
Although practical possibilities are distinctly
limited as regards refugee rescue work from Switzerland
I will do ail in my power to forward aims of the Board.
Continued assistance to relfable rellef orgenizations
is recommended, and as initial step of great practical
“importence in this directionit would be helpful to
]enable them to receive their funds for use in ocoupied
o territories regulerly at official rete of exchange.
If'poasible all publieity should bo avolded and obhly
in strictest confidence should reports concerning
progreas and plans of relief resoué operations be

disoussed with orgenizations in the United States. To
certain extent publieity given through U.S. press

dispatches to my appointment has already ocompromise’

A

aid whic¢h neutral authoritiss suoh as the International
: DECLASSIFIED .
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11:72 Red Cross

By K. . Parke Date_ SEP 1 3 1972 '

et s rirs i

R,

Kezngaios

£
g
!
i



Red Cross and Swiss authorities might be prepared to

lend to refugee rescue operations frem base {n
Switzerland.

Fairly close c¢entacts have been established

with 'aituation of refugees of France.

I also hope *
to send you shortly 8 religble reports on Jewish

situa’sion and other endangered refugess of Hungary

and northern Italy together with whatever suggestions M
a8 to pessible ‘steps concerning rescue or practical

relief. However, I fear that very little ean be
T a&omplished from Switzerlsnd 1in case of Hungary,
0%
emE —_—
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cizl Representative. Zokle sends personal thanks

snfidont tiat you =11l de competent job., Map
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COPY

PARAPHRASE OF THLEORAM WECRBIVED
YROK: The Amsricsn Ninister, Bern
T L Sacretary of Stato.: Washington
DATR:  April 14, 1944 :

NUMER: 2340

In substance the following 1s a paraphrase of the reply
of the Swiws Federal Political Department dated April 13 to
By note dated April 7 which transmitted the request of the
Dspartment that in its owvn nams Switzerland immediately support
ths request of the International Bed Cross Conmittes to all
belligerents for the ateamship SRLLACITTA's ssfe conduot.

The Polisiéal Departzent, while eagerly desiring the ma-
terialisation of the representations which the International
Committes has made, will refrain from supporting them in Berlin
by reason of the decision concerning the similar case of the
TARI, a Turiish steamship, which the Federal Counoil adopted.
The note of April 12 eent to the Legation of the United States
answering its communication dated March 35 explains ths reanons
for this descision.

Hy number 2301 dated April 13 conSained the substance of
the note raferred to which was dated April 13.

HARRIBON

D (R: NFL
4/20/44

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date _s_EE_l 3 1972

cos 8eo'y, Adbrahamson, Akzin, Bemstein, Cohn, DuBois, Friedwan, Gnston, Hodel, Laughlin,
Lesser, luxford, Mann, Hannon, Marks, MoCorsack, Paul, Pollsk, Raine, Sargoy, Smith, -
Standish, Stewart, Weinstein, H. D. White, Pahle, Files.
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nad with syu. .9
wnich haa conslderad it n inke wly
nas besome nenvincsd that its support of ths rogguant For gafds
wonduet fer the 5 S TARIL. eather than work in faver of the
dealrad rssult wonld impedo ths sfforts of ICRC  In conclusion
“he pote states that the Fedaval Dopartment without naturally
anteriag inko any engagement wonld ned. refuss &5 consider 4f such
be tho cass Switzerland z participation in & joint step which
cother neutz-1 states may spontaneously decide to wadertake in
thie matter for ezclugively humaniiarisn motivas

In order to fully explain the status whieh ICRC vis a vis .
“tz Tederal Government enjoy, Mr. Pilet Golaz iold me he was
- selographing Minlater Aruzgman.

UARRISON

‘DORSHPL
v

{fes Miss Chauncoy (for tho Sec®y.). Abrahamein. Akzin. ’ e

Bowngtoln, Ooba, Dafaiws, Frisdomsn, @saton, Fodel, Lsughlin
- Lesner, Imxford, Mann, Hannon, Marks, MuGormedk, Paul, Pehle
Pollak, Ralns, Sargoy, Smith, Standish, Stewart, Weinstein.
: . H.D,White. Mlos, DECLASSITIED
i L. State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 -

: : ' . By R. H. Parks Date__SEP. 13 1972
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0 Afaraphrase of telegram No. 2004, March 30, 3 pem., from
P Bern; 7 4

5@ nave sent the lollowing telegram to Madrid:

#iGh reference to your i‘aroh 27, 8 Peme, ¢lassss
of ﬂ@fugoes descrlbed below will be-allowsd to enter
Switzerland:

solltical refugees (these understood to be delined
as fu:ltives who are subject irdividually Lo arrest or
imprisornmont because of politiesnl beliefs), escaped
prlsoners o war, deseriters, 3wiss Jovernment usually
does not turn down holpleas Individuals (children under
8ix and parents accompanying Lhem, pragnent women, the sislk,
the aged and close relatives of Swiss nationals. In )
so~called "hsartbreek" cases humene discretlon 1is
exercised,

4e jority of refugess enter secretly. Refusals
are probably less then number of ontrants. Since
August 1, 1042 rofugoes allowed to entor included avoub
100 deserters, 200 escaped prisonsra of war, 700 French
{Alsation non-Jews), 200 Folish and other Aryana, 100
Dutch non-Jews, 8000 of all nationalitites (telsgram to
Department, Merch 2, 1779)

5wlss police are instructed that persons deported
- be permitied to return to country vhence théy ocame,
same way they camo L0 Switzerland, that 1s sesretely,
to reduce risk ol beinz énu.ht,.

ALsve should be considored as confldential.

inder numane conditions, admitted refugoces are
loegally Interned pursuant Lo new federal decree of
#arch 12, 1943 (See our 1997, March 29, not always in
camps. If able-bodled, they aro required to perform
work ol genersl usefulineas. “helir valuables are
subject to sequeatration to P8y expense af upkeap
and provide funds for eventual emigration.

Ropeated to Department only.

HARRISON




DECI.ASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R H Parks DataSEL 1 J 1972

174/70'/ MM/

PARAPHRASE OF THL EGRAM SENT ‘ )

FROM: SECRETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON oy
v -

T0: AMLEGATION, BERN ) h]s

DATED:  LiARCH 24, 1944 Bgﬁ nnt OPY s
' ’ “.Ui- v

NUhBERi 983
X
i

The message given below refers to your telegrar ‘sof
darch 4, 1944, nos. 1304 and 1321.

With respect to paragraph number four of the Sté;nbuchA
Rubinfield-Rosenbunm reports contained in your cable no. 1321,
you are informed that the confidential statements made in that
report are not necessarily inconsistent with the Swiss Govern-
ment's official statement contained in your cable no. 1304,

The interpretation which the Swiss authorities, including the
Swiss Department of Foreign Police, placed on the phrase
"poliglcai refugees" and the persons considered in such
category by those authorities would seem to be the pertinent
consideration. We suggest that the appropriate Swiss Govern-
ment officials be approached to determine as definitely as
possible the extent to which the Swiss authorities, including
the border guards and cantonal police, the Swiss Foreign Police
Department and any other authorities.concerned/considgr the
following as political refugees: one, statsless Jews, includ-
ing those of military age; two, nationals of the United Nations
countries now occupled by the Germans who are of Jewish descent;
“three, . nationals of German satellite countries who are of
Jewish descent; and four, nationals in general of the United
Nations countries now occupied by Germany.

The - ?
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The many problems with whiech Switzerland has had to con-
tend, as mentioned inryour 1304, are éppreciated by this
Governmeht but it 5elieves that persons falling within all
four of the categories wmentioned above should, prima i‘acie,”e
be considé%;d political refugees and as such should be afforded,
after required security checks, tempmary refuge without con-
sideriqg'yhether they have close relatives living in Switzerland
and withbut regard to age or sex. You may determine to what
extent the foregoing should be communicated to the Swiss after
considering the replies to tﬁe specific inquirieilset forth
above,you&ecieve from the Government of sw;tzerland.

We suggest that you may desire to é;;ég%; to the Swiss
Government's attention the fact that the Jewish people of
Europe are refugees because of Germany's political action and
the political actlion of her satellites and that therefore they
are political fefugees in every senge of the term.

It is requested that &ou inform the Department of such
views as the Swiss Government might express regarding the matter
under reference and of any developments resulting from your

neéotiations with the Swilss Government.

HULL




March 81, 1944

2:22 p.m.

Tos Hr. Stettiniua

Fromt J. ¥. Pehle

Attentiont Mr, George Warren

I would appreciate it if the annexed cable were transmitted

to Hinister Harrison, Bern, as promptly as poseible,

{8igned J, W, Pehle

LSLe\zer:ala 3/21/44
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rHOPOBED CABLE TQ BERN

Referance your 1304 and 1321, Merch 4, 1944.

The official statement of the Swiss government.as contained in your
1304 ie not necessarily inconsistent with the statemente made con-
fidential in paragraph numbered four of the Sternbuch-RubinfelieRosenbaum
report containediin your 1321. The question appears to be the inter-
cretation which the Swisa authorities, imcluding the Swiss Foreign Police p
Department, place on the phrase QUCTE political refugees UNQUOTE and -
the persons whom such authorities consider as being in that category,
The Department therefore suggests that you approach appropriste officials
of the Swiss government for the purpose of sseerteinming as epecifically
as cosaible the extent to which the Swise authorities including the
Swiss Foreign Police Department, border guarde and cantonal poliee, etcetera,
congider the following as politiecal refugseer (1) Stateless Jews 62)
Jowish nationals of United Nations now occoupied by the Germansj 33)
Jewish nationals of Germany and her satellites; and (4) nationals,
generally, of United Nations now ocoupied by the Germens,

While this Government appreciates the many problems confronting
Switserland as outlined in your 1304, it bslieves that persons in all
four of the above enumerated classes should be prima facie consldered
political refugees and should he afforded, after appropriate security
checks, temporary refuge as political refugees without regard to age or
86X or whether they have close relativee in Switgerland. To the extent
that it may be appropriate in the light of the responses you receive from
the Swiss authorities to the epecific inquiries indicated above, you
should communicate the foregeing to them.

You may also wish to polnt out that it is by reason of Germany's
political action and the politicsl metien of her satellites that the Jews
of Europe are refugees and that as a conssquence they are political refugees
in evely resl sense of the term.

Pleage advise the Department of any views exproesed by the Swies and
of any developments arising from your approaches in this connection.

LSLessersals 3/21/.44

i
¢




T N
OF CTHLEREAY |

2 £lazbs  Haahingkea

cmevicnn Lagation, Bsra ’ #y

Harpok 7. 1944

svs Niad pporoasies shroaugh varions
g Teow ong o & nf the Bavermmsnts of Bulgaris,

iz, and Bungary and thed yon havs ahannela threagh whioh
agpe oan be cunveysd e cne or mere of these Hovernmanty
orn {n mind by thx Depardmeni

ine fant il

G Ingwruat yon to ganvsy vixruvugh sech channals to the
3 of Tulgaria, Fomenise sod Hongary . or auy of
ich yoa have suoh acosuy . the following informstion:

it the prosent tims the Govormmsnt of the Unitsd Btates
1oy that these Governmeunts ars pursuing pragramp of per-
$ing tholr Jewish minoritiss aud refugess of other nation-
.ios who have #ssaped inte thelr territories. The parp-
sution consists among other forms in sonding sach refugoes
bayond the borders of their own ccantries inse Poland whers
ihey undergoe varions forma of cruelty and ovon dsath, dlstated
by Hasl dogensracy. §till another form of pesrseoutlion com-
sigts in preventing the refugses frem gocaping %o nsutral
genntries where their lives may ba saved

The Govermment of tha United Biates is dotermined to
do gverything 1t can to roesous wuoh uwnfbrtunates who are in
dangsr of loging thelir lives and to find for them havens
of refuge. Auy ocentiramtion By these Governments of the
oxeountion of thess policies of Hitlerite perascutions is
viewed with great soviousmess by this Government and will be
kept in mind. The President, in ostadliishing the Var Refugee
Board, recontly rostated unequivocably the position of the
United States Government in this matter. (Departmentie cadle
to Bsra of Janmuary 25, 1944 No. 201). The Government of the
United States takes the viow that these Govermments, as well
a8 their subordinates and functlonsries, are fully rosponsible
for the aotions of porsescubion committed on their torritories
and in the i{nterests of humanity they .should desiat immediately-
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Boveuver, they should bs informed thst in their own intersci
they will %s well advised o take agventage im the future of
sush oppordanitive as mey ks avail : zilew re.
Iogesy to 46pBrY aseross Shair be a8 of
2l vountyies which may i7a them

Tew are régrestad 1o try to ascartain threngh appropriate
channsls that the Govemuments in geestiocs have reosived the -
subetance of this sesesge, and the resulis of ths rgproseuta
tiens. 1Y any

Lo Gadrg day -
Lisben. ami Snk
zud 177 rospestirers.

BPETPINIUR

ccs Miss Chauncey(8ec'y), Mro Cohn, Mise Hodel, Ml Daughlin, Mesars.
Abrahemson, Akgin, Bernstein, DuBois, Friedmm , Gaston, Loesser,
Luxford, Hann, McOormack, Faul, Pollak, Bains, Standish,
Stewart, H. D. Wnhite, Mr. Pehle, Files.




GONTREL COPY

‘E PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED
FROM: American Legation, Bern
T03 Secretary of State, Washington )
DATED; March 4, 1544
NUMBER 1303

' —-——
Beference my telegram No, 841 Fedrusary 16,
A reply has Just been received from Pilet Golas, dated
1 March 2, in answer to the letter I addressed to him on Feb-
ruary 2, with eide memoire informing him of the valuation
of the war rofugees board and policy as set forth in Dephrt-
ment's oircular telegram 361 January 25, and ¥sgh of which
follows in my 1304, Maroh 4,
w 8ee my telegram 7262, November 19, for text of note
verbale of November 16 referred to in the seocond paragraph
of Swiss note of March 2,

BARHI 80N

oot Seoy. (orig.), Messrs. Abramson, Bernstein, Ookn, IuBoie (2), Friedman,
Gaston, Hodel, laughlin, Leaser, lLuxfexd, Nunn; MoCoymsok, Faul, Pehle, Pollak
Stewart, H.D. White, Files

DECLAS!
State Dept. Letter, 1 11-72

By R: H. Parks Date, _S_EH 31972 -
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TE-242 Bern C
This telegram must bE .
paraphrased before being ated ifarch 4, 1944
cofmmunicated to anyone
other than a Government REC'G. 1136 peme
azencys (3R)

Secretary of State

i St
i
I L
Ylashington , '
: L_commeni ... ,

1304, March 4, 9 a.m.

iy dear Minister, by letter of February 2, you
kindly informed me of the dfcision of the President
of the United States to create an inter-departmental
board for refugte gquestions, AL the same time you
advised me of your CGoveranwmentl!s puryoses in this

g

mabtteEr and you (%) me to what extent the Swiss
Governnent would be ready to collaborate.in ing
relief work contemplated by the Government of the

United States. Finally, you asl for any suggesticns

vie micght wish to m
Concerning the contribution of Switzerlend to
the solution of the problem, you are avare, I be-
lieve, of our past and present efforts. e have kept
you regularly in‘ormed in this respect.. I may taere-
fore be brief on tiis point more so as the political
npte
(¢2) in its/%zrbalE of Wovember 16 last stated very
exactly, Tor the information of your Government,the -

manner in




~2-#1504, IMarch 4, 9 a.m,, from BeErn
manner in which the problem of refugees and internecs,
¥
Jews fand non-Jews, presents itself for Switzerland.-
I shall, therefore, restrict mysell to specifying *
that, according to the latest statistics out of
70,500 refugees and internees of all categories in
Switzerland at the beginning of 1944, about 53,000
of which 22,000 are Jewd3, fall approximately withkxin the
classification of persons referred to in your inguiry.
This being said, I must remind you that notwith-
standing the great desire of our population that our
county e receptive and hospitable, our authoritics
have had to teke into account the risk to our security
//of having, 2 massive unchecked influx of Fforeigners,

possibly containing undesirable elements and a2lso

requirements of national defense particularly in

certain regions. Security of Switzerland in the long

run is also security of those vho have taken refuge there,
Apart from persons with military status,

Switzerland, 2 8 is. known now, admrts into its territory

as far as circumstances permit in particular: political

refugees, sicl people and pregnant women, aged peErsons

- OoVEr 65 and their wives or hushands, infants or verz

young people; persons ith close relatives in

Switzerland;. finally, the women vho have lost their

Swiss
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: wdw 571504, March 4, 9 a.m. - from Bern
¥
- ¥
present situaticn and econonic future of our populntions g

Having thus briefly summarized situation, it re-
naing for me to touch on the last paragraph of your
aide mewmoirs. You will not be surprised-~through
observation ond knovledge of our practices over

SEVEral years-- and it will certainiy be understood in

vshinston that while contributing as substantial aid
! 2s roSsibie in specific cases as it hias con8toantly -
done since thig beginning of war Switzerland by the

very nature of its strict neuwiralit;- cannot assocliate

]
[y

itself formally with initiatives of belligerent

s

~overnments. Maintenance of this attituwde, far from

1 3

Ering its effective activity and while properly
speaking not constituting a ruling factor, does, on the
contrary, tend at least to reinforce the positinn

% whereby Switzerland is still able, iIn the heart of
Furope, to continue its contribution to practical
accomﬁlishmEnts in the field of relief to war victims,

Ve could not find a better medium than you to
explain to the . merican Government that vwhile we are
anxzious bto persevere along the lines we hove traced

for ourselves and to continue to give the greatest

( . effect

s sy : s s e n e e s s U
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=5 #1504, 4March 4, 9 a.m. = from Bern

Effect witlhin our weans, limited, of course, by

cireumstonces and our present state, to the

of human solidarity which animote the Suisg

PeEODIE, our z2ctivit mist rzmain independent ana

autonomous, That is the reason why ve are alw

anxious to avoid having relicsf qhich YE glve RErEe op
there frow becoming a subject of controversr between
belligerents.,

It is hardly necessary to assure vou thnt in the

future as in the past we shall be ready to examine

[t

na spirit imbued . with cractical realism as well as

sympathetic understanding, b

onr coonEration may be judged compatible withk th

principles mentimed above, Thus as you are aware in
compliance with a request from the inter~governmental

Committee at Lov

don inspired by the american =nd

British Governments, uve have undertaken to asproach the
French authorities at Vichy regarding the possibility

enmigration permits for children of refupEEs

threatened vith deportation or “hoskE purents have DEen
derorted or threatencd i:ith deportation.
I wvish to add that it would be useful to us to be

(Nf : - ) Kept




-6~ 1304, March 4, 9 a.,m.- from Dern

kept inforwed of the measures ich i1l be taken a
o result of the recent decisiocns of the President of

the Tnited States',

EARRISOR

() Apparent ouission




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: AMERICAN LEGATION, BERN

T0: SECRETARY OF STATE} WASHINGTON

DATED:  MARCH t, 1944
£

WIMBER: ‘4321

——

Reference your 341, February 2.

~

v
Comprising the substance of report by Sternbuch, Rubinfeld @;//ﬂ,;/

and Rosenbaum please inform, in your discretion, the Vasd W
- Hahatzala Bm rgency Committee of the following:

1. (BEGIN) Snow and cold have greatly increased the rescue

work begun recently. Have transmitted to Rabbig Nitra and

Satmar 35,000 Swiss francs to date, also to persons in Budapest,

where action controlled by orthodox personslities. Cooperation

by all. Results will be communicated to both you and the Lega=

tion at Bern.

2. It is now very difficult fo resch Palestine through
* Purkey. Conditions in Turkey are terrible and the cost of perw

mits for transit Turkey enormous. Each week only eight perons

admitted for transit, Consequently, men in Slovakia and

Hungary with certificates cannot leave and must remain in hiding.

In connection with this matter Rabbls Herzog and Doctor Eliasch

are staying in Istanbul. 1In order to secure greater relief or

free transit to all holders of Palestine certificates who do

not intend to remain in Turkey we request that endeavor be made

to intervene with Turkish Goveranment,

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date, SEP 13 1972

3, Deportations




- 2 -

3, Deportations recently occurred from Belgiun, France
and Holland of persons in hiding who might have reached
Switzerlend if funds had been at hand, Everyday we get appeals

¥
from such peii/sons many starving in their places of hiding.
Among Belgium and French refiugees in America, vlease institute
big movement in their favor. Delay thrsatens them with
deportation East beyond the possitility of rescue. For refugees
in these countries may we use funds made available to us?

4. m. The possibility of refugees
from Belgium, France and Holland to enter Switzerland limited
only to elderly men over sixty, women with monor children or
those who may have relatives in Switzerland, In accordance with
order of the Swiss Foreign Police Department, other categories
such as younger men are prohibited entry at the frontier and are
rejedted without hearing regardless of the consequences to be
driven to death., In order to initiate an intervention such
refugees are not even allowed to telephone to their acquaintances.
To imagine what such treatment means for men who after facing
even death to attain Swiss territory find themselves there re-
fused is not difficult.

Recently for the above reasons very few refugees from
France or Belglum have tried to enter Switzerland, It would
be of great importance to influence the Swiss Govermment to
admit persecuted Jews fleeing from Nazls or political refugees.

Several months ago the Nunciature Apostonlique at Bern, with

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-73

By R. H. Parks DnteS_E.P_r3 1972
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T

whom we?have excellent relations and who has long been helpful
to us at our request intervened for Vatican with Swiss Governw
ment, At that time facilities were granted, but refusals cone
tinue in a quiet way and if the number of refugees again
rises will increase., Signedt Sternbuch, Rubinfeld, Rosenbaum,
(ExD)

Please read my 1303 and 1304, of March 4, which contain
official stateme;lt of Swise Government policy regarding the
admission of refugees, in comnectlion with the stetements made

confidential in paragraph numbered four above.

HARRISON
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(Cmo Al ),
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVEDW
Fi0b ARERICAN [NGATION, BERN
T0: SECRETARY OF STATE, WASHINGTON

DATED: %MAROH 4, 1944
NUKBER$ 1331 LA

Reference your 341, Fébruary 2.7

Comprising the substance of report by Sternbuch, Rubinfeld,
and Rosenbaum pleese.inform, in your diserstion, the Vaad
Hahatzala Emergency Cbmm;ttee of the following:

1. (Bﬁdiﬁ) Snow_a;B ébid‘have greatly 1nc£eased the rescue
work begun recently. Have transmitted to Rabbils Nitra and
Satmar 35,000 Swiss francs to date, also to persens in Budapest,
where action controlled by orthodox personalities. Cooperation
by all. Results will be comnunisated to both You and the Lega-
tion at Bern.

2. It 1is now very difficult to reach Palestine through
Turkey. Conditions in Turkey are terrible and the cost of per-
mits for transit Turkey enormous. Each week only elght persons
adnitted for transit.- Consequently, men in Slovakia and
Hungary with oertificates cannot legve and must remain in hiding.
In conneotion with thisfiatter Rabbis Herzog and Doctor Ellasoh
are staying in Istanbul. In order to secure greater relief or
free transit to all holders of Palestine certificates who do
not intend to remain in Turkey we request that endeavor be made
to intervene with Turkish Government.

DECLASSIFIED
Stato Dopt, Lattor, 11172 3. Deportations

By R. H. Parks Dato SEP 1 3 1972




L2

3+ Deportations reecently oeccurred from Belgium, Fraxée
and Holland of persons in hiding who mighi,have reached
Swiltzerland ﬂ? funds hadrbeen at hand. Everyday we get appeals
from such persons many starving in theilr places of hiding. *
Among Belgium and Frenoﬁ refugees in America, please institute
big movement in their favor. Delay threatens them with
dgportabion East beyond the possibility of rescue. For refugeses
in fhese countries may we use funds made available to us?

4, —The possibility of refugess
from Belgiﬁm, France and Hclland to enter Swiltgerland limited
only to elderly men over sixty, women with minor children or
those who may have relativesAin Switzerland. In accordance with
order of the Swiss Foreign Poliqe‘Department, other oatégories
such as ybﬁnger pen are prohibited entry at the frontler and are
rejected wlthout hearing regardless of the consequences to be
driven tO'dgath. In order to initiate an intervention .such
refugeee are not even allowed to telephone to theilr acgeintances,
To imagine what such treatment means for men who after fncing
even death to attain Swiss territory'find‘themﬁelves there re-
fused is not difficult. 7

Recently for the above reasons very few refugees from
France or Belgiamm have tried to enter Switzerland. It would
be of great importance to influence the gwiss Government te

admit persecuted Jews fleaing from Nazis or political refugeoes.

Several months ago the Nunaiature Apostolique at Bern, with
' DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 . whof

SEP 13 1972

By R. K. Parks Date_N '
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whom we have exeellent relations and who has long heen helpful
ot us at our request intervened for Vatican with swiss Govern-
ment. At tﬁpt #ime facilities were granted, but refusals con-
tinue in a qhiet way and;}f the number of refugees again

rises will increase. Sighed: Sternbuch, Rubinféld, Rosenbaum:i

(END)
Please read my 1303 and 1304; of March 4, which contain

official statement of Swiss Government poliey regarding the
admission of refugeas, in connection with the statements nade

confidential in paragraph humbersd four above.

HARRISON




Executive Office of the .resident

WAR REFUGEE BOARD

FROM: g, W, Stewars

TO: Mr. Pehle

——— Mr. Abrahamson — _.Mrs. B. King

Miss Alexander Miss Laughlin

ﬁl!‘. m’h —__Mr. Lesser

Mr. DuBois Mr. Luxford
Mr. Friedman —_Mr. Mann

- ”Qsm — _Mr. Marks
Mr. McCormack Mr .' S’t‘eﬁ-‘t
Mr. Murphy Mrs. Taylor
Mr. Parke - Mrs. Towler

Q”‘ l?mak
—__ M= Batnee

Mr. Whitey N, | 8
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This telegram must be

paraphrased before being Dated February 24, 1944

communicated to anyone

other than a Governmental Rec'd 9:55 p.m. . s

agency,  (BR) -]/

3 Iy

/ P
|

Secretary of State,
Washington.

T~

1130, Pebruary 24, 6 p.m.

Legation's 980 FebruaPy 17.

Newly formed Swiss refugee advisory commission
met for the first time on February 23 under chairman-
ship of Federal Councilor von Steiger Chief of Federal
Department of Justice and Police. Its 65 members all
Swiss include representatives of federal milisary and
civil agencies concerned with refugee problems several
members of Parliament and representatives of some 30
0dd refugee and other relief societies: Swisg Red Cross,
International Red Cross Committee, Swiss Protestant
Catholic Jewish and Quaker organizations children and
students aid societies, also Swiss organizations
concerned especially with relief of Iftalian, French
refugees and representatives of Swisgs trades~union
council.

Commission is expected to serve in coordinating
refugee work of official semi-official and private
organizations, submit well considered suggestions to
responsible authorities and to deal in first instance
with any specific local crificisms of treatment of
refugees in Switzerland or of governmental refugee
policy. Subcommittees are to be set up: One dealing
with juridical and disciplinary questions; second with
questions of nourishment, lodging, clothing of refugees;
third with questions of education and recreation.
Fourth subcommittee may later be named to consider poste
war repatriation or overseas settlement problems.

GAZETTE DE SAUSANNE this morning forecasts that
"This new instituation will render considedable service
both to refugees and to authorities responsidle for
welfare of 70,000 refugees already in Switgzerland.!

HARRISON
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This telegramymust be

paraphrased befofe being Dated February 17, 1944
communicated to anyone «

other than a Governmental Rec'd 4:55 p.m,
agency. (BR) :

Secretary of State,

Washington.

980, Februery 17, 10 e.m. o T L

I: ia officlally announced thaet Federal Councilor
VonJSteiger, Chief Federsl Department of Justice end Police,
is forming consultative committeé/of Swiee interested in
refugee'problems which will convene for flret time on
Februery 23 and thereafter monthly with object of advising
Government on proposele from various sources in regard to
refugee metters, Small working subcommittee %o be appointed.

Committee I underetend will conelet of 30 to 40 members
including responeible civilien snd military officliels con-
cerned with such mattere, representetives of refugee ald

societles and several members of Parlisment.

HARRISON
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Legation, Bern

TO1¢ % Seoretary of State, Washington

DATED: February 15, 1944 . ]
NUMBER1 941

-

Department's telegram dated February 11, 1944, No,
459, is referred to herswith.

Given below is & preliminary snswer to questions in
the Department's telegrasm of Jenuary 25, 1944, No, 2Bl.

1. i reply 1s being awaited by this Legation to the
comumunication to the Swiss Foreign 0ffice résarding ¥ar Re- -
fugee Board to whioh reference is made in my telegram of
January 3L, 1944, No, 684, Also, I am swaiting for & resction
to my note of February 8, 1944 (supported by British Legation's
conoug:ing note) oonosrning burden on resources of Switzerland’
of care of refugees (see Departmént's telegram of Januery 20,
1944, No, 190};end also we are waiting for a reply to Joint
representations made on 9th of February concerning Swiss -
reoeption of seleoted ohildren’ from Franoe, Belgium and other
territories ooocupled by the Germans (see my oable of February

» 10, 1944. No. B824J). Answers are also pending to messagoes
forwarded by War Refugee Board to International Red Oross
Committee (Depertment's telegrems of January 87 and February
9, 1944, Nos. 279 and 437) regarding funds' for relief opera-
tions for Jews end other perseouted groups expecially in Rumania,

‘Hungery, Theroaionstad%!VOroatia and Slovekia, e
DECLASSIFIED - R

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 2, uori than : . ‘ : w
By R. H. Parks Date_SEP 1 3 1972 . : . ! '
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2. More than 70,000 retugaed have already been adnite
ted by Switzerland (70,493 as of January 1 according to pubdb-
1ished figures). Please see my telegram dated October 2%,
1943, No. 6725, for ocomparison of estimate.of 63,000 in ocate-

&

gories listed in Swiss Government's Ootoberf%ote.

3. Swiss Goyarnm;nt'e general polioy’in dealing with
refugee problem waes set forth in my telegram of November 19,
1943, No. 7262. The Swiss Government still makes it a prac-
tice to admit refugees in the following categories (see my
telegram of March 30, 1943, No. 2004): political refugees
(defined as fugitives subjJect individually to arrest or im-
prisonment for politiocel beliefs); military deeprters; es-
caped prisoners of war; physically helpless persons {sick per-
sons, pregnant women, aged persons, ohiiﬁren and parents ac-
companying children). A great majority enter clandestinely.
In order to lessen risk of detection, fugitives not officlally
admitted are alléwed to leave in the same menner in which they
eross the frontier, l.e¢., clandestinely.

It is reported by the press that new entrants are coming
in at the rate of about 90 to 100 a night, the bulk of them
from Italyf Among Itallans the peroentage of Jews is very high.

- 5. The following factors seem to motivate the Swiss
Government's restriotion of entry of non-Swiss refugees, in
addition to prdblem of lodging end feeding refugees: fear of
glving encouragement to anti~Soemitism; high percentage of
foreigners in Switzerland, about 400,000 or 10 peroent of the
’ yotal population; the bellef that the edmiaaipn of sn inoreasing
- ' ' numbey

Y
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number of rcfugees who are enemies of the Nazi regime might
compromise the neutrality of the Swiss (indicated in the
Swissa q€vernmant's Novemdber 16 note last quoted in my tele-
gram of November 19 mentioned above), "

Evidently the furnishing of funds from abroad is less
important than furnishing food and slothing for the refugees
as indicated by the Swiss Government's and National Bank's
disinclination to'make Swiss frenos gsnerelly aveilable for
looal purchasss against blocked dollars on behalf of refugees.

6While 1t was intimeted by the Forelgn Office in its

November 16 note that financial "facilities” mey begcome neces-
sary, it wes stated that there was actual need for clothing
and blankets and foodatuffs for refugees and that it was hoped
that requests for license to purchase and transport replace-
ment stooks of olothing end food would be given sympethetic
consideration by the Ameriocan Government.

7. Latest available information oconcerning éondition
of refugees in Axis and Axis ocoupied territory as received
from informed sources has been provided continuously to the
Department by the Legetion. Tho Legation is giving its ad-
vioce and assistanoe to suoh private organigatione as the
Unitarien Servioe Committee, the Joint Distribution Committee,
World Jewish Oongréss. and others in their attempt to organigo
and finanse relief in European areas from Switzerland es the

oenter. Progreas has been made in genmeral and I am pleased

to report




-de
to report that federal authorities of Switzerlend have shown
no disposition to be other than helpful in these respects,

a
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Thie telegrsm must be nr -aphrased
before belng communiceted to anyone Hoon

sther thun a Ooveynment agenay. {3N)
BRERICAB LEOATION

BIAN

190 ¢ .

Dapartusnt hse recéived cosments of Britich toverament on sroponed communication sed
forth in Departmentfs 3159, December 17. Oertalsn modifiestions have deen wropoeed and
ggresd to by Depertment and FEA and ravieed text is as follows, & paraphrsge of whish
skould be prepsred for submiseion in form of s nots to Swies Foreiga Office!

*The Amsrican end British Gevernments sre avare of smi greantly anpeciats the genergus
reception extondsd by the EBviss Govermment to the large number of refugees’ vwho have
made their wey to Switzerland Fhe time is anticipated vhen these rafugese say he res
patriated, and the British ead Unitad Stntes Governzents will cooperate in evary \ay to-
ward the pohisvemens of that end. The two goversaeats sre onnseious of the Burdea upon
Swise pasourees wh'oh has vresulted from the omre of such refugoss, and will be glad to
give eyepathetic conolderation to eush propossls ae ithe Swise Goveranent may wish to make
towerd easiag the burden which euch care has plaoed upon the ecomony of Switzerlsnd. The
Svies Govarnment may bs mssursd that the Covernmsats of the United Kinglem and of the
United Sintae will zive ps fuvoresbla consideration as nay % paroltted by the circumetsnoes
to recussts for the porohase snd sxtrasrdinery import through the bloeksde of edditional
supplies of Food stuffs and textiles to relleve the durden rlaged on Swise ressuroes ae
a congeguence of meristonce extendsd o refugssa. BReference is pade la this connection
to telegram 2537 of October 15, from the Departrant of State to the American Legation at -
Bern, in vhich meation war msde of the sympathetic attitude tu the United States on the
part of various relief argenizations and their dewnira to e nf acshtance.

"fhe Americen and British Governments suggest thal opportunity may de taken of the
wise Economic Delegation'e vieit to London $o discuse vith representatives of the two
;:veznmnnn eny further queetione in connsction with the refuges prodlem which the Swias

veranend gay wish ¢n ralse.”

Department has suggested to British Govérnment that simce note aw revised spesks for
th gavernments, tha Dritish Hinleter might be lastruetsd to inform Gviss Foreign Offige
t he supports sur note rathar than subtaitting an {dentigsl note {n behalf of hie
varament.

. Hote should not (repsat mot) bs presented until Zpitieh Hinleter, after Raving reseived
{pesructions from his government, shell have diecussed matter with Legation.

: HULL

2 : (4AD)

B4, us/ 188

sPIEDKIM  1/11/W4  Ba KR VD A-1/B (Cleared with liy. Kiner, FEA 1/10/4k)

e

istrivuted tot Secretary (Mr.!.M.Bernsuin);Hr.D.W.Bell(“r.Dletr!“ﬁm’E:;
+ B.H.Berastein-Orig.); Mr. Luxford; Nr bhle; Kr. B, 4. Bernsteing Lol MGG}y . Taylor]

d Ness. Hr. Fisher; “-" i

o ' 8§
From: Jre. Fontaine -~ Rm. 22§ P m . . :
\CCH Ly jond Boellons Sbuadt foy | Hoded iy LY T ' 3
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Treasury Department
Division of Monetary Researcu

Date  Yebruary 2, 1944 19

To: Nr. White

From: E. He. Bernstoin

The American and British Qoverrments will
hamd a note to the Swias PForeign Office express-
ing appreciation for the generous reception
given by the Swiss Qovernment to refugees who
have made their way to Switserland. Ths two
goverments offer sympathetic consideration to
proposals to eass the burden on Switzerland.
Specifically, they may consent to send food-
stuffs and textiles through the blockade.

The effact of this note wlll undoubtedly be to
help further transfers of refugees to Switzerland.

MR. WHITE
Branch 2058 - Room 214%
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Mr. Pehle
Mr. Luxford

Mr. DuBois

Mr. Lesser "
Yr. Priedman

Mr, B, M.'VBern,stein
- Miss Hodel .
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- PARAPHRASE OF TEL?BRAM REGEIVED

FROM1 AMERICAN LEGATION, BERN
TOs ! ?ooretary of State, Washington
DATED: January 31, 1944
NUMBER: 624
X
A ]

Reference Department's telegram no, ‘261, Janu.;.ry 26,

An explanation of the polioy expressed in the Presi-
dent's Executive Order requesting a statement of extent
to whioh Bwiss Government "may be preapred tocgperate in
tkis vitally important matter® apnd any recommendations the
Swiaa Government may offer as to what the United States
Govemment oan do to effectuate rescus and relief of
Iicnms of opp:'eseion with all poaaiblo rapldity is being
conmunio ated to the F‘orelgn Hiniaster,

HARREEONR

RECRIVAD
FORZICN FUNDS GONTRSL
OFFi6K OF THE
ASBISTANT To THR JSRNTARY

FEB 8 1944

Stato oot Lottor, 11172 "m.mmmmmm
By R. H. Parks Dute_SELl 3 ]972
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communicated to anyone Noon

other than A Governmental
agency. (BR)

AMEMBASSY, } req
Fg iy
LONDON

&

479 ‘ S o

D;partment and FEA.Agreeable to modification proposed by
MEW (your 98, January 5) in message tp be communicated to Swiss
Government,

As noted in Department's 7977, December 17, communication
as origlinally drafted was sent to Bern for Legation's 1nf6rma-
tion, But with instruction to take no action for time being.
Department's originel intention was that separatp notes would be
presented to the 8Swiss by each government, MEW re#ision, however,
changes forﬁ of communication to that of a Joint note. That is
entirely agreeable to us and since Department has had to inform
Bern as to MEW revisions, 1t 1s suggested that rather than to
have the Bditish Legation submit an i1denbial note to the Swiss,
British Foreign Office may wish to instruct British Minister
to inform Swiss Government that he supports note presented by
American Legation whioh will speak for both governmentas.

Legation at Bern has been furnished revised text as set
forth your 98, but instructed to delgy presentatioﬁ of note
until British Minister, after having received instructions from

his government, shall have discussed matter with Legation.

854,468/388 : ‘
SD:EDK:HH - 1/11/44 Eu EH B AcA
Olsarned with Mr, Kiaer, FEA 1/10/44
.- LD

(A4B) . . ~

-y -
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Mr. Luxforg
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Mr. Schmidt
Hr. Fox

Miss Hodel

Mr. C'Flaherty
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PLAIN
LONDON -

Dated January 5, 1944
) Rec'd 9:55 p.m.

Secretary of State,
Washington.

98, Fifth o

We communicated to Foreign Office draft proposed in Department's
7977, December 17, midnight, and have a reply deted January 4 proposing
a modified draft as follows for whlch Department's approval lis requested
as soon as possible in order that Forelgn Office may instruct British
Minister at Bern to concert action with American Minister:

"The American and British Governments are aware of and greatly
appreciate the generous receptlon extended by the Swiss Government to
the large number of ré@&ees who have made their way to Switzerland,
The time is anticipated when these refugees may be repatriated, and
the British and United States Governments will cooperate in every way
toward the achievement of that end. The two governments are consclous
of the burden upon Swiss resources which has resulted from the care of
such refugees, and will be glad to glve sympathetic consideration to
such proposels as the Swiss Government maey wish to make toward easing
the burden which such care has placed upon the economy of Switzerland.
The Swiss Government may be assured that the Governments of the United
Kingdom and of the United States will give as favorable consideration
as may be permitted by the clircumstances to requests for the purchase
and extraordinary import through the blockade of additional supplies
of food stuffs and textiles to relieve the burden placed on Swises re-
sources as & consequence of assistance extended to refugees, Reference
ig madé in thls connection to telegram 2537 of October 15, from the
Department of State to the American Legation at Bern, in which mention
wag mede of the sympathetic attitude in the United States on the part
of various relief organizations and their deslire to be of asslistance.

The American and British Governments suggest that opportunity
may be taken of the Swiss Economic Delegation's visit to Lonédon to
discuss with representatives of the two governments any further
questions in connection with the refugee problem which the Swies
Government may wish to raise.”

WINANT

JRL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS

February 3, 1943

Miss Doherty,

Treasury, FFC%

The Deparment's message to Bern,
no. 3159, dated December 17, 1943, be-
ging: ‘'Reference Legation's 7242,
November 19. Following telegram has
been sent to London. QUOTE (Here is
repeated the Department's no. 7977 to
Londen) UNQUOTE. No action should be
taken pursuant to above message until
British agreement 1s communicated to

you by Embassy, London."

DCR/C:GHKeatley:AGH

attachment
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TELEGRAL 3T

Ti:is telegram must be December 17, 1943
par =ed before bging
sorrnnicated to dnyone ilLdnight

han & Governmental
agen:y. (BR)
ANMEHDASSY,
LOUDON,
7977
X
from Tevartment enc PU

Sules Federrl Council delivered on Zovember 1€ a note to
U.3. 2nd ritieh Lepsaticns in Lern €encribling the hesvy burden
l=noged on thelr economy by the refusee nrob:lem eAﬂ indicating
that reduesion in thelr ewports mey eeure un~oployment which
will make even more difrieult their aid to rafugreea,

Tevartment and FFA guprest thet the suvatsnce of the fole
lowine communication be oreecented to %the Swiss suthoritier by
the Sritish gna U.3. Lecratione:

"UCTE The United Siates Covernmen: is sware of and appre=
cletee rreatly the penrrous recepntion which the Swias Covernment
hea extended io the lrpie numier of refugees who hrve made thelr
way to Ivisa terrltory. This Covernment eloo looks foxr—erd to
the time when these refurees mey be renatriated and w11l lend
its cocweration in every Tessible way tovard the achievement of
thie end.

Thie Covernment aporeclates also the burden upon Swise

resaurces resulting frou the care of these refurees and will

be glad to rive sympethétic conelderation to such pronosels as




e {7977, DeEcember 17, | ldrlsuis, o Ionden

the Swies vovepnment may “ish %o mrke —4%h & viecr to seeinge the
I

burien wvhich the eare of these refupee: has nlsc:d on the Frine

economy. The Swiss Covernment mey be cgenzed 3$hos the sorewie

ments ~f the United Stotes and United Ninsdom w:'l rivTe as

favorrble congideretion o8 circumetsnacs vermit o re~yssis

for the nurchase and im~oert throush the alockads of eaditlanel

tertiles to rellieve tie burdan

sugnliesg of foolamtulfe end
nlaced on Swize pescurece by reacon of sesictence sytended to
refureee.

In thie connection yeference ie mede %o the Venertinert's
teleprem 2B37, Octinber 15, in vhieh merntion waa nade of the

a

syonathetic attitude in this country on themyrt of varinsus
rellef oreanizations snd thelr desire Lo be of pusirtance.
. Funds in gubstentisl amounte, contrlbuted Yor Turelen rellefl,
are available in the United 83ctez 1f the Swise Uoveriment
desires to svell itself of this eseletesnce, UNWCTE,

If you oand your Britieh collespuer ofpree, oiease Inform
the Lepstions in Bern.

Reveated to Eern for informetion.

EULL
(Bx)

Y

QU tEDKENT 17=16~
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% Telegram Sent
October 15, 1943 %
AMERTICAN LEGATION,
oo
BERN. 5
2537, &
The reported influx of refugees into Switzerland, both -
escaped prisoners of war and fleeing civilians, has relulted 1%}
pressure in this country on the Government, Amcross, and otherE
private relief organizations to send assistance to them, E}
(0]
In order thst proper consideration may be given to this g
L

matter, please inform Department by telegraph:

(1) Number and nationality of refugees now estimated to be
in Switzerland with separate figures as to escaped prisoners and
civilian refugees,

(2) Are escaped prisoners of war interned in camps for the
durstion and separated from civilians?

(3) Are civilians confined to camps or at liberty?

(4) How are needs of refugees met, that is, by Swiss
Government, Swiss Red Cross, private relief agencies, or
thrqugh combination of these methods?

(5) Is assistance by American relief organizations

desired? If so, in what form and amounts? Through what
Swiss agencies should such asslstance, if desired, be channeled?
(Please note that this is not a commitment but merely an inquiry

at this stage,)

. . - !
8D:EDK:CRS:S8 - R . : "\i
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% Telegram Sent
October 15, 1943
AMERICAN LEGATION,
BERN,

2637
The reported influx of refugees into Switzerland, both

egcaped priesoners of war and fleeing civilians, has relulted
pressure in thie country on the Government, Amcrose, and othe

private relief organizations to send assistance to them.

¥2L0%/83a38 3y 9%° 0¥8

In order that proper congideration may be given to this
matter, please inform Department by telegrsph:

(1) Number and nationallty of refugees now estimated to be
in Switzerland with separate figures as to escaped prisoners and
clvilian refugees.

(2) Are escaped prisoners of war interned in camps for ‘the
duration and eeparated from civilians?

(3) Are ocivilliane confined to camps or at liberty?

(4) How are needs of refugees met, that is, by Swiss
Government, SBwiss Red Crose, private relief agencies, or
through combination of these methods?

(8) Is assistance by American relief organizations
desired? If so, in what form and amounts? Through what

Swies agencies should such agslstance, if desired, be channeled?
(Please note that thie 1s not a commitment but merely an inquiry

at thie stage.)

8D:EDK 1 CRB : 88
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MEMORANDUM CONCERNIN™ THE FOSSIBILITY OF EMIGRATIOR .

v -
FROM SWITZERLAND TO THE UNITED STATES

Tt would be of uvtmost value to rellef organizations
sorking in the refugee emigration field in Switzerland to recgive
some clarification from officiasl American sources concerning the
status of refugees at present in Switzerland for whom U.S. I;;igra-
tion Visa Applications have been riled in Washington since the
veginning of i942 with regard to their eventual emigration to the
United States. #he need for such authoritative information grows %
daily more urgenl as the possibility of the opening up of a prac-
tical exit route from Switzerland increases. rPositive action in
this respect by the Visa Division of the Department of State
mizht also be of considerable political significance In that 1t
would cornstitute a first practical step toward carrying out, within
the limits of the existing U.S. Immigration Laws, the aim formu-
lated by the A;glo-American rRefugee Conference at Bermuda to
assist neutral countries which had granted asylum to large numbers
of refugees. In this respect 1t should be emphasized that there
are at present some 20,000 foreign refugees 1in Switzerland, ex-
clusive of milltery internees, and thelr number is increasing
almost daily.

Between June and Lovember of 1942 many refugees, who
are at present In Switzerland, received notification through
American Consulates that advisory approval on thelr vise applioa-
tions had been received from Washington. Many of these refugees
wers unable to leave France or Switzerland for the United States
due, on the one hand, to the withdrawal of exit visas from France
for all foreign Non-Aryans on July 2lst. 1942, and, on the other
hand, to the occupation of the former "Zone Libre" in Frence in
early November of the same year which cut off the transit route .
between Swltzerland, Spain and Fortugal. What will be the status
of 4these persons with regard to receiving U.3. visas should it
become pfaetically possible for them to get out of Switzerland ) ™

within the next few months? Since advisory approvals are in

1
!
|
|
i
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-
;brinciple only valid for six months after the date of 1ssuance it
is of paramount importance both to theiy emigranta as well as to
the relief organizations which hope to assist them thet some reliable

information as to the procedure which w1ll be adopted by the
Department of State in ¥Washington be obtained. Several questions
arise. ¥hat, for Instance, will be the extent of the examination or
reexamination of the applications and what time lapse is liable to

be involved before such. advisory spproval éan be renewed or given for

the flrst time to psrsons in Switzerland? What sort ancd degree of
"Confirmatiqp or reaffirmation” of their sponsorshlp will be required

of the prospective irmigrant's original sponsors if, for examplg,
initlal advisory approval dates baxk to July 19427 %11l the applica-
tion as a whole be reexamined Dy the various boards or will the
simple bringing up to date of the financial,proof of property, etc.
documents suffice? 4111 the Tlact that many rolfugees now in Swit-
zerland have had relatives, both cl se and distant, deported since
July 1942 prefudice the granting of an inmigration visa to the re-
maining member or members of the family? %111 the Visa Division
sutomaticlly begin examination of the applications of persons at

present In Switzerland who had not yet received advisory spproval up

to Fovember 1942, at which time the exanination of such applications
was suspended since refugees no longer had any practical possalbility
of lgaving the country? ¥oes the Visa Division in Washington lmow
which applicants are now in Switzerland, since many of them may have
been in PFrance when thelr application was originally filedt Should
such cases be drawn to the Visa Division's attention by thé U.S.
Consulate General in Zurich?

It 1s understood that emigrants are regularly able to
réceive UeSe visas 1If they are in Spain, Portugal or North Africa
and leave for America, Can 1t therefore be assumed that the procedu -
of granting visas inaugurated shortly aftor the United States entry

into the war will still be followed and will not undergo any radical

changes?




3=
There 1s now a rapldly growing number of refugee children

under 16 years of age In Syitzerlan? who have fled here from France,

Belgium and Holland since the swmer of 1942 in order to avoid depor.

tation. liore continue to arrive almost daily. To citd4 an immediante
example, batween the 9th and 18th. of September 1943 close to 500
such refugese children crossed illegally into Switzerland in the
eneva érea alone. At least 35% of them are without parents, the
latter having been deported. Should an exit route from Switzerland
open up will the 5000 emergency visas or any part thereof granted
by the United States to such Buropean children during the summer of

1942 be available for use b these children?

eneve, Sept. 1943
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