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FOR: 

SEE: 
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CROSS REFERENCE ON .COQP.ERATJ:OK .l'U.'J:H OTHER GOYERNMENTS: 

NEUTRAL EUROPEAN (SWITZERLAND) -

f 

'f 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

Other (Specify) 

D 
D 
D 
D 

1. FOR MATERIAL RE APPEAL TO SWISS GOVERNMENT TO AD~IIT PERSECUTED 
JEWS AND POLITICAL REFUGEES 

2. FOR MATERIAL RE PREESURE ON TRE SATELLITES TO DESIST FROM ABET­
TING PERSECUTIONS 

3. FOR MATERIAL RE ASSURANCES TO TRE SWISS RE LARGER TRANSBLOCKADE 
QUOTAS 

4. FOR MATERIAL RE FACILITATING RESCUE OF CHILD REFUGEES FROM FRANCE 

5. FOR MATERIAL RE PROTECTION AND PROJECTED EX CHANGE OF CERTAIN IN­
TERNEES IN FRANCE & GERMANY HOLDING LATIN AMERICAN PAS'PORTS OR PRS. 

1. PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO REL-IEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: OTHER , 
EVACUATION PROJECTS 

(TRANSFER OF JEWS FROM POLAND TO HUNGARY, ETC. (UOR) ) 

2. 'MEASURES DIRECTED TOWARD HALTING PERSECUTION: APPROACHES TO OFFEND­
ING GOVERNMENTS 

(THE SATELLITES) (THE GERMANS) 

3. POLICY MATTERS: THE BLOCKADE 

4· PROGRAMS WITH IEESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION 
TO SWITZERLAND (EVACUATION OF ABANDONED C_HILDREN. FROM FRANCE) 

~· PROGRAMS WITH RESPEXJT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: OTHER MEANS 
OF EFFECTING RESCUES 

(RECOGNITION OF LATIN AMERICAN PASSPORTS) 

---1 
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FOR: 

CROSS REFERENCE ON .COOP.ERATION .l'li.'I!R .OT.IIER .GOVERNMENTS: 

NEUTRAL EUROPEAN (SWITZERLAND) 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this License 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspondence concerning this application 

Other (Specifyf 

6.FOR FURTHER MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THIS FILE 

D 
D 
D 
D 

7. FOR I.!ATERIAL RE STOCKPILES OF RELIEF MATERIALS IN SlYITZERLAllD 

SEE: 6 REPRESENTATIVES & SPECIAL ATTACHES: APPOINTMENTS 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION 
TO SWITZERLAND 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION TO 
SWITZERLAND 

(JDC OPERATIONS IN FRANCE) 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION TO 
SWITZERLAND 

(RESCUE OF REFUGEES FROM FRANCE (SECE) 

7. POLICY MATTERS: FOOD & CLOTHING STOCKPILES IN NEUTRAL COUNTRIES 

-. 
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&GATION OF THE~/ 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

B~rn, August 8, 1945 

My dear General: 

I take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt 

~ ' tt f T l l l r - .. " O.L your·.Le er o uU y 4, 94:J, and great.Ly appreclate 

the kind message which you have been good el1ough to 

transmit on behalf of the War Refugee Board c.nd which 

I shall not fail to bring to the attention of the 

staff of the Legation. 

It hns been a :r-eal n::!.easure to have been a~:.-le 

tP yender any possibl~ as:3istance to L~r. McClelland, 

and I am glad of thj s opportunity to record my appreci-

ation of his valuable and effective cooperation on many 

occasions. 

Sine erely yours, 

Brigadier General William O'Dwyer, 

Executive Director, 

War RPfugee Board, 

Washington 25, D. C. 

-\ 
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1\1' 14 1915 

c 

TO: Mr. B. M. Bemstelft 

FROIO W1111am O'Dwyer 

./ 
We have adv1se4 \he Aaer1oan Jewish Jo11lt D1etribu­

t1on Ooam1 nee ot yoar euooeee O:,aen1Ds She. Swlaa t~ 
agree to ella~te Ule1l" Clba.Jop of •• 1D obal'Uable re­
m1ttanoes to Sw1tnrlaA4. Ot ooul'ae, t~ JDC vae del1ghte4 
to get thls neve and they pa14 &reat tribute to you tor 
10~ efforts 11l·th1e aatter. 

In this ooaneotion, I ehou.l4 like to express to fOa 
the appreo1at1on ot the War Retllsee Board tor all the VOI'k 
you have done 1D fao1l1tat1Dg rea1ttaaoea to 8v1t&erlaa4 

,. tor the pl"ograaa which were suoh u Japorunt phaae ot o&ll' 
aot1v1t1ee. As fOil know, these tranetere to 8w1t&erlaa4 
weN oru.o1~ to o~ llte aa•lDJ prqraae an4 rour help baa 
beea varf laportant. In a verf re~ sense JOil share 1ft oar 
aooompl1e~nte and the saving ot &&DJ 11~•· 

J'lhhd 7/2/45 
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fNCOMJNG ' DIVISION OF 
',;,:;ENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION ;f 
c_:_ 

\.; 

T.piS! Gelegram must be 
pqtrnphrctsed beforq94Je-16 AM 
communicated to nnyono 

BtDn ~~-;:s/ 
1_/ _,1.-.N£)..-(.. 

Dated April 15, 1 ~ ( 

other than a Government 
Agency. (~QT~IgT~~) 

CC/._ 
LIAISON 

Secretary of State 

1vo.shington 

2214, April 15, 1 p.m, 
( 

9 47 11 
Rec 1 d 2:45p.m. 

CONTROl. COPY 
Contents telegram under reference (Department 1 s 

, 677, February 12, NRB 399) conveyed SHiss Government 

which replied April 6 stating ffiviss Legation, Germany 
I 

just obtained authorization visit Theresienstadt and 

that representative being sent very soon. SWiss Le­
I gation endeavoring obtain authorization visit Bergen 

Bolson. 

HARRISON 

JT 

ij 

~___.!~i -~--:-:::::--:::-·=::--.......:;;__ ______ - o-:.~."0<---=:-:-,-:"0-"'C:"- -----~ 

-' 
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EPA"RTMENT 
OF 

STATE Jil.fi..EGA'l'ION 
f 

t OUTGOING' 
"'PE1t'f:E:,<3-RArMr: 

' DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES· 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

077 19i5 "'.' i ' p·· :· c -

The tolloning for Huddle'"arid"liroClelland 1e 1:RI3 390, f 

Rete~ence your~e9, 886, a~d 867 ot Februe~ 0, ' 
j. _: • •• _, ; ~:) 

appreciate your energe1itca:t~pa. 

In pursuing them further, t-rill you pleaf!e explain, 

t-rith special reference to your 08'7, that Department's 1~7 

of ·January 9 llau in nina_ indirect influence or 01:1ss 

coneulnr offlclale exercised by their presence near places 

11here Je~·:s are concentrateo. and such informal conversations 

uh1ch tiiey coultl hold on tha ::>pot ruther than official acts 

of intercunsion. 

WHD:l.fl!V:KG 
2/12/45 

GREW 
(Acting) 
(CIJ:!) . 
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DEPARTMENT t OUT~~G t DIVISION OF 

OF TI'R 
STATE'-;istr.2.bution 

l"l:::aC.:.in,J on~y 
U. ... ·~ ''·' - :._ !;.. :1.> tf 

. TE'ihl; ~~OA r.I,Mlrch 
of tru~: ;Jii;.\~J·'i~ 
by spe:ciol 5 p.~.1.· 
(~.cf.J .. 

10, Ci§:N;TRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAPH SECTION 

,_.,,, \R 2) P!ii 1 48 

., 
U:J UHGEN~· D~/L 

LIAISON 

tl.t:RN 
1121 
h'OR HARRISON 

' 
As no 110rd hDs been received from 14cClellllnd since 

l~e.ran s it 1e assumed thc.t l-.e has gone to Pal"1s. 

In ortier to enrcble the llol'r(l to be prepp.red for the 
I 

s1tunt1on l·Thich mny develop in ~11tzerlnnd, it is requeflted 

tho.t you reply pt once to the follotv1ne quest1ons: 
/ 

(l) Have rny trucks been E'cquired for delivery of \•(er 

Refugee Bonrd food parcels in enemy territory? 

(2) rlhat v.re tlle :oroopeote of evo.ount1ng detainees 
r' 

from enemy territory to l;Hitzerlnnd? 

(3) 1-1111 Intercross use returning lOt-/ r~lief truoke 

for evacuation of detainees to 5w1tzerlnnd? 

'l'ile above is i·iRJl 

Gi-It:S01J 
otbg) 
GL.'i) 

llW!> 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·7S 

. By R. H. Parka Date SEP 1 3 1972 · 
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~11loe ao vol'4 has been reoei ve4 fi'OS MoOlelland ei.nD e 
I 

Jltutoh 8, u 1a aaaue4 ~t he has soae to fal'1e. 

In or4er to enable the BoaPI to be prepared for ~ 

s1twat1oa wh1oh may develop 1a Sw1taerlan41 1t ia requestel 

that you reply at oaoe to the followlng queatioasa 

-l. Ha~ any trueka been aoqulred tor delivery of 

War Refucea Board food paroala 1a eaaar tel'l'itorrt 

2. What are the proapeota 61 avaouat1D8 detainees 

from enemr territor, to Sw1taarlaa4t 

a. Will lnteroroaa use returnlD& POW ral1et truoka 

for the avaouat1oa of 4eta11laea to lwitaerlaalt 

Jhla 1s WRI lel'll ttl 

4:50 p.m. 
March 19, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seely), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hod,el, lhtcbison, 
McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files. 
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,/ 1/ 

The tollouine; for Huddle and HoClelland is 1:Rll ;:,n? 
Reference yo~r 969, 885, and 887 of FebruG~Y O, 

appreciate your ene1~etic steps. 

In puroulne; them fUrther, 1rill you ple..:,ee explain, 

u1til opecial reference to your 887, thnt Departr.~ent 1 ~ 1?.7 

of ·January g l"l:l.<l. in nino. 1nt11:rect influence of G~:iss 

consul~ officia~s exercised by their presence near pl~ces 

d1er@ Jet·:s are concentrnteO. and such inforr.lal conversations 

uhiol1 ti;.ey could llold on the ~pot rather than official acts 

of 1ntercoos1on, 

\'llUl:lmV:KG 
2/12/45 

GREW 
(Acting) 
( r>THI) 
\\..1"'-"'# 

, •: :iWI) 
,, ! :tL -t:· eo' , .· ,r c''f"II,F,D 

DECLASSIFIED. 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parka Date-SQl--1 3 1972 

•. 



CABLE. TJ llUDDL.t: AllD MCCLEJ.J..A1iD, BJ:.RM 1 SlUTZhliLAND, FliOY IYAh f<li:FUGM. BOAhD 

Reference Y'-'lll" 8691 885, and 887 of February 8, appreciate your -4! 
ener,;;etic ateps. 

In pursuing them fUrther, will you please explain, with special 
reference to your 887, that Department's 127 of January 9 had in mind 
indirect influence of Swiss consular o.ffioials exeroioed by their presence 
near places where Jews are ooncentrat~d and such informal conversations 
Yihich they could hold on the spot rather than official. acts of intercession, 

THIS IS \mil HEHN Ci,HLi\ t'/0, J99, 

9:00 a.m. 
February 12, :C 91.5 

l.!iss Chauncey (for the Sec •y), Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, 
l.!cConnack, O'Dwyer, Files 

i3Mzin: c.r 2/9/45 

-I 
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SEcr~tary of Stat~, 

\Vashington, 

)<_ 

:-:;: iQ 10~7¥ /~J/ 
·--:;: /0-/ ·/ -- -r -r • 

B~rn '>., 
, .. ; /,\.) ......_ 

. ' ]j~·iEd FEbruary 8, 1945 
.. ::.~;F.) 

REc'd 6:10p.m. 

887, FEbruary 8, 4 p.w. CONTROl COPY 
FOR DEPARTMENT AND WRB 

,/ 

;:~:;~ 
0
:,:::::::::::::::::::' :::~h :::::: r :~:::~:' o t 

J . '< -~ (L~gntion 1 s 581 1 Janw:>ry 27),-

/ • ~ ~ LEgation has now rEcEiVEd a writtEn answEr to -- this BidE mEmoir~ from FEdEral Political D~partmEnt, 

Division of ForEign Affairs, dat~d FEbruary 5 stating 

with r~fErEnc~ to protEctivE V3lUE of frEquEnt visits 

by Swiss consular officials to placEs whErE JEws orE 

concEntr3tEd that this mattEr is bEing studiEd by 

Swiss LEgation at BErlin with a viEw to dEtErmining 

linEs along which action can most profitably bE t~kEn • 
./ 

Swiss aidE mEmoirE goEs on to statE "it must bE 

EmphasizEd, howEvEr, that thE situ::~tion is not thE 

samE as in Hungary for in GErmany Swiss igtErcEssion 

in favor of JEws has up to now only bEEn countEnancEd 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Lotter, 1·11-72 with ·rESpEct 

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 3 1972 

i 
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-2-#~871 FEbruary 8 1 4 p,m,, from BErn 
·j 

) 

with rEspEct to limitEd catEgoriEs (as far as numbErs 

arE concErnEd) of bEnEficiariEs of immigration pEr-

mits for PalEstinE or thE USA and of possEssors of 

protEction documEnts of South ;\mErican statEs 

and that only insofar as such pErsons wErE bEing 

considErEd for ExchangEs", End Swiss aidE mEmoirE, 

HUDDIE 

Llf.S 

----------~-~--~----

-' 



~ft' ;,'f-f. ~~lj, 
- DEPARTMENT 

OF 
STA.TE 

LFR-188 
Distribution of 
rm4ing only by 
arrangEmEnt, [ 

1 ~ .. ~; 
truE 
spEcial 

iilt :i) 

SEcrEtary of statE 

'! Washington, 

X 
869, FEbruary 8, 10 a,m, 

v 
FOR '.JRB FROI.\ MCCLELLAND, 

RE·c I d 10:38 a,m. '!!. 

CONTROl COPY 
on January 25 LEgation:BEnt a notE to FEdEral 

Political DEpartmEnt asking if GovErnmEnt of Swi tz'Erland 

would bE willing to rEnEw its appro,chEs to GEr~n 
. / 

GovErnmEnt with viEw to obtaining rElEasE and Evacua-

tion from formEr Austrian tErritory to SwitzErland of 
~ ~ 

12,000 or morE JEwish dEportEES from Hungary, Swiss 

WErE askEd to takE this iniativE sincE Evacuation of 

approximatEly 12,000 JEws holding PalEstinE cErtifi-

catEs and SwEdish protEctivE documEnts from BudapEst 

to which both GErman and Hungarian authoritiEs had 

prEviously agrEEd had provEd impossiblE duE to military li 
dEvElopmEnts, ! 

A copy of this notE was forwardEd to \"IRB via pouch 

on January 27. 

UndEr datE of FEbruary 3 VIE rEcEivEd following 

rEply from FEdEral Political DEpartmEnt, Division of 

ForEign Affairs: 11 Political DEpartmE·nll tlianks LEgation 
,· ··:, 

for its communication of Which it has takEn notE With 
DECLASSIFIED 

thE grEatEst intErEst •. Sta~!~Dept.Letter,l-11·72 

Jly B. H. Parks D•te..s.E£..1 3 197fn thE 
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• • 
-2- #869, FEbruary B, 10 a,m., from BErn 

·' 
In thE spirit of SwitzErland's humanitarian tra'L 

ditions thE dEpartmEnt is dEvoting to this quEstion 

attEntion it dEsErvEs. In agrEEmEnt thErEforE with 

Swiss LEgation at BErlin it will carEfully ExaminE what 

rEpr ES Entati ons:- could bE undErtakEn in ordEr to attain 

goal EnvisagEd by AmErican authoritiEs." End of 

Politicai DEpartmEnt's notE. 

HUDDLE 
BB 

-' 
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r-•' ~(_ ;/: //"• 
FEbruary 8 • 1945 ,_ Dat_Ed 

r. • · ;~\)'0;~Ec'd• 4:45p.m. 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

Washington. 

CONTROL COPY ;--- -

885 1 FEbruary 8 1 2 p.m. 

FOR DEP1\RT!.iENT J,ND WRB; 

Bas Ed on your 338 1 January 20
1 
lffiB r s 373 a notE 

was SEnt to FEdEral Political DEpartmEnt on January 25 

indicating clEarly that our GovErnmEnt would WElcomE an 
./ 

appEal by GovErnmEnt of SwitzErland addrEssEd- to GErman 

GovErnmEnt in bEhalf' of JEws rEmaining in GErmany con.:. 

trollEd arEas. 

LEgation is now in rEcEipt of an answEr from thE 

Swiss datEd FEbruary 6 stating that "ThE fEdEral authori• 

tiEs did not fail to contact without dElay thE Swiss 

LEgation at BErlin with a ViEW to Examining thE mEans of' 

taking action along thE dEsirEd linEs." END OF SWISS 

I had prEviously discussEd this gEnEral quEstion in 

thE lic;ht of' DEp£trtnmtrs 127 1 January 9 with HinistEr 

Stucki on January 15 as rEportEd in LEgationts 581
1 

January 27. 

DU 
HUDDLE 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date..8.Ee.J. 3 1972 

-' 
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~4ir~ rerf 01 ·;;he flo-r· \.:ocor~"l.09 ~1ub.etn.nt,l9.lf;. Jwitgc.i"ll{.}nd may x·e0uost 

iblmir.ont possibili'Gy nnC•. :i.f co, conrdr.~el.' tl:e t-:inO.oo of cUocusnint; 

the ;oltue:t:io··:-; •·ith Cu:r·rie. 

1:rw: riHV: KG 
2/8/40 

Gnc:;; 
(I _. . ' . ' .. _, ~- ~ . ~ 

J 

CE SHI' 
DECLASSIFIED · 

&tate Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parke Dato.:.sEe-1 3 1972. 
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'fiiiS IS 1IRB BIBB CABJB JIO. 3~ 

2:30 p.m, 
February 8, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec ry), Akzin, Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel~ 

~M~C.~·o·r.-k, ~i;.· "• Fil.·.·~~ 
(/61- .· -"'·~r~. ~ .. 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGR.IIM RECEIVED 

FROM: MIERIC;\J_r LEGATION, BERN, 

TO: Secretary ofl;State, Washington 
'I 

D~TED: January 27, 1945 

NUMBER: · 581 }' 

The following is for 1\Jil.B. 

The substance of WRB's message 356 has been·brought 
to the att3ntion of all com:ratent authorit5.es of Federal Political 
Depar'vrnen~G and ICRC and discussed with them earnestly. See 
Departmecrt •s 127 of the ninth of Januil.Ty. On the fifte•mth of 
January, 1 took the matter up with Minister Walter Stucki at 
this timcl in c.harga of :?oraign Office 3:tmi tj ng assu£nption of 
duty of oh8 F'oreign J.itnj_Gter (r>e1vly <epr;ninted), liave approached 
Petit Pierre; ~nd o::'.:'iciala of Foreign_ Interests Diviaicn. It is 
said by the F\)rcign Cfflr.e T.h£~1:"- offi:-i.:.J_ ~:·.fis8 rer--reae:'::'.ta·t.ives 
have thus fa:' not been c:L1la tc visit a-::1y of i:.he thres :!2mps 
names Viz-V:;_e:ruJa, Lodz, Thereisienct.~.dt. ~rt aC.dition, it feels 
that there lS considere.ble do·.:Jo'o of pc.s~ibili ty 0f its 
representc~tive IMking fre:p1ent or e:.'('i·enC.ed vistts to lo~ations 
whe:r9 .Jews a1·e concentra~:.ed P.;I~.e~s it can be satisfactorily 
estab11,.s0.13d that p9rson.s are t3ere who log:J.:l;T !'all under 
pro:t-ection of Swiss. Hc•vle"er, it. is stated by the Swiss that every 
attempt will be made in regard to this and they think that 
camps near Vienna likely cffer mset favocable iJrcrspe:::t.s ae in ·that 
vicinity there arc numer0u3 SlUss interests. The S"hi.ss will 
attempt to take complete advantage for purposes indicated lry you. 

When int.8rviewed on tho matter by- McC:!.P.lland, President 
Burckhardt ISRC assur<Jd hin that co!!llllitteo purpo8ed continue 
doing all in its powEr to 2.id in ever"' possibJ.e manner Jews and 
other survi-ring victimR t.razi persecution still in hands of Germans, 
Th8reforu, ICRC is end~avoring to enlarge +~he number of its 
delegates in Germany._ It· v;as rcr5ed by M-oCJ.elland that IC:'lc 
continuo this effort as the mo~o competont and energetic merr on 
spot as lnt~rnal confus:.on in0roases in Germany the greater will be 
chance of influencing officials of G3rmany _c:;:,d possibl.)' dissuading 
them from carrying out policj_Gs of oxtermina'oion. 

, SltQJ;'.tly ICRC wHl rupert on. extent 0f supervision which 
it has been aEile to exercise over Hung2.rian JEJwish deportaen 
working in territory of Reich. Especially in thu last six weeks 
-this supervision has boon fairly satisfactory j_n J,uatria b\lt 
is probably less extensive within Garmany. · 

··no/i:.:MLG. 
,l-;29~~p 

HUDDLE 

:!4~11 Ohaum:ey (for the Sec,ry) Ackermann, '.\kziri, 
·Gas "lion,. Hodo1, U<i(lormaok, · ·o'EwiY6r 1 Files 

;-:;}-'; ;, .1 . ' . . .' 
:.·:·._ 

:~'. ).~-.-:.~; 
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592, January 27, 2 p.m. 

v 
WRB FRO!\ lliCCLELLAND. 

To bEst of my knowlEdgE rEpo/t givEn to board 

by Vaad Hahatzala is incorrEct. DEpartmEnt's 410,­

January 25, 1·JRB' s 378. From what sourcE did such 

information comE? If any such situation ExistEd I 

should most cErtainly havE hEard of it and would 

naturally havE rEportEd it to board. 

HUDDLE 

· DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-7~ 

By R. H. Parks DnteSE!Ll 3 197Z 
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A~ the beginning of 19441 civilian refugee& in Switzerland !roa 
en~ pereecuti~n numbered around 531 0001 of which 221 000 were Jews, 
The principal groups 8110ng them were1 .41 

9720 former Germane and Austrians (almost all stateless; 85. Jews) 
6700 former Poles (maJori~y e~telessJ 85% Jews) 

SOO former Czechs (s~teleeSJ Jews) 
200 former Hungarians (statelesSJ Jews) 
SOO stateless persons of various former nationalities) 

9800 Italians 
5.3.32 French 
1295 Dutch 
1200 Yugoelave 

580 Belgians 
480 Hungarians 

500 Czechs 
5000 of. various nationalities 

In the course of 1944 t~re arrived in Switzerland some 131 000 
French and Italian refugee children, about 11600 Jewish refugees (largely 
Hungarian) !rom the camp of Befsenbergen, and an unspecified number of 
Jewish and other refugees from AXis territory, The total of refugeea 
now in Switzerland can therefore be estimated at about 701 000, Thla· 
figure does not include about 301000 military in~erneee (201000 ItaliansJ 
101 000 Poles). 

A maJority of these refugees is placed in special camps under the 
Jurisdiction of the Swiss gover~ent, where they are maintained b,y the 
Swiss gover~ent, private relief organizations, and certain governments­
in-exile, Others are at liberty, with their living expenses financed 
either out of their own resources or out of ~he resources of varioua 
charitable organizations, Aaerican relief organizations p~ an iQportan~ 
part in finan9ing the maintenance of refugees in Switaerland and the 
following sums have been transmitted b,y the principal Aaerican organiza­
tio118 to switzerland for this ~se1 

JDC 
Friends 
Unitarians 
WJC 
Labor OolllUttee 
Christian Refugees 
Intellectual Refugees 
Belt-Help 
Vaad llahalala 

In add1~ion1 large auas have been sen~ under Treasury licenses b,r 
individuals ln the United States to their relatives w~o found refuse in 
Switzer~. All these amo-qntp have remained, to a Vel')' large extent, 
part o£ the national capital ot Switlerl•nd, thereb,r peraanently enricbins 
tbe SW11~ peopleo 

. I 
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Upon the coming into being of the War Refugee Board, it received 
reports that Swiaa border authorities were rather strict in interpreting 
the term 0 political refugeesn admissible into Switzerland, as applied 
to Jews tryigg to escape from France (then under German occupation). 
The Board the!reupon drew the attention of the Swiss government to the . 
fact that, in view of the anti-Jewish measures practiced b,y the Axis, ~ 
all Jews escaping Axis territory should be regarded as political refugees 
and therefore accorded refuge in Switzerland. 

In its endeavor to induce the Swiss government to continue to 
grant admission to all refugees from Axis persecution, the Board, 
beginuing Karch 18, 19441 repeatedl7 gave assurances to the Swiss govern­
ment to the effect that tlds Government would guarantee the maintenance, 
provi.sion of supplies for, and ultimate evacuation of victims of enem,y 
persecution WhO would be admitted to Switzerland. 

lo demands were formulated by the Swiss authorities regarding either 
maintenance of or provision of supplies for refugees. An unofficial 
request was made in the course of December 1944 that a group of about 
1600 refugeea_recently arrived from camp Belaenbergen (near Hanover, 
Germany) be evacuated. Measures to that effect have been taken b,y the 
Board, and SHAEF hau been advised by_the War Department to cooperate 
in the transportation of these refugees across Franco. 

The anticipated period of intensified anti-Jewish terror, coupled 
with the increasing confusion among local German officials, renders 
the further influx of Jewish refugees from Austria and Southern Geraaqy 
into Switzerland both important and like~, and requeata have been recently 
aadresaed to Switzerland to admit all such refugees without restriotiona 
as to lllllllbera. 

A second important function performed u,y Switzerland in this respect 
is the protection of various groups of victims of Axis perse~ution still 
in Axis turritory. As has been proven in the case of Budapeat, the 
presence and aotive interest of Swiss diplomatic and consular personnel 
on the spot can aacompUsh a lot to prevent rutbleae exterainationJ 
and Swies authorities have been urged, therefore, to increase and spread 
their personnel in en~-held territory with a view to achieving this aiao 

•ore particular~, Switaerland, as the protective power for the 
-united States and moat of the Latin-American countries, ~ take particular 
oare o! a few thousand Jews who are o~ kept alive beaause of their alaia 
(however 11\l.betantial or otherwise) to the nationality of an Allerioan 
republic. IIi this respeot1 it 1a essential that Swiss otriaiala, both 
in Bern and on the spot, interpret their role as protective power aa 
broadly as possible and resolve every doubt in favor of the person who, 
otherwise, would become a victim of a rutbleue exter.ination polia,r. 

-\ 

\ 
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An important part in i:eeping victims of enemy persecution alive 
can be played by The International Committee of the Red Cross, with 
headqU$rtere in Geneva. By forwarding and supervising the distribution 
of parce~a to such victims in their camps, the Red Crose can not onlf 
provide mpre supplies to the most undernourished, worst housed, and 
worst clad group of people in Axis territory, but aan also exercise, • 
through the presence of their personnel, a ~at valuable restraining 
influence on Germ~ officials in the places where brutal killings are 
known to be going on on a gigantic scale, 

B!kzinaro 1/26/45 ~ 

-\ 



AIRMP!IL 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

- Bern, J~:nu::.ry cJ:]' 194:5. 

I huve ~Jle~'-sur~ in enclosin:; fo:r- the 

Ilo:ccrrl' c in:foTT!D.tion a CO''Y of a note Hhich 

'.'1e 'JliJmi tted tocl2,y to the svfiss Feder,.-,1 

~olitic<d Department :•t Bern. It cont:1ins 

a rco_ue ~'t to the Sniss Govcrru;1ent -:lhich r:Ji~ :ht 

h:·.ve '"· certctin chance of success if the in-

cre,•.sin,o:ly c1i:t.ficult tre.nsporte.tion :"roblem 

coul,c <'Vor oo solved. 

I sh:·ll n:turally lceep you informed 

conccrnin;·· the results of this undertaking. 

Very sincerely yours, 

lkuJdt 3. ~-
Hoswell D. McClellrmd 
Special Assistant to 
the ilTiericsn Kinist or. 

::_;nclo~~: Co:o:r of Legation's Note No. 1874
1 

of Janunry 25 1 l94fi to the Swiss 
Federal :L'olitic::ll Department. 

John ,, • Pehle, :C:squire 

5xecutive Director, 

./ar HP.fuc;ee Board 
1 

·.:ashint;i;on 25, D. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

ily R H. Parka Date-$El2-l 3 1972. c. . 
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'l1hG: ~!'(:;r:. ~l,~r . .:.>l' t.~Hl ~;u:~ tv('l .~t.utciS of i.1u.arioa 

I 
pruscwtu lt:J CCo;+lbtuilt!l to tile ir~idar·.,,l olitlcu>l 

~o the re~;.r Jsaur.u!.ior.s UIHitJrtai-~an by tlw -'wio~tl l..&­

g~.tion ·~t "'-'rlin. with the Gor;,luh eovarmne.ut on 

tow~.rd tn0 "'"l of' Oot.ober 1944. ;JespJ.te roraat8d 

intel'O~nio~< i>,Y tlL ~ovGrnm.ant ot 3witzllrland 't1Cil the 

proved imposait>le, duo to dowalopllltllltll in the mill-

tary situution, for tho .Tc>wtl involved - Ui>i'roxi-

4, 500 lloldora or :Jwo<llsll protoot.i va J.oouro1entu - to 

rhll~oh :"lwi tzurland. 

In oo:wootion with i.:lnistor V'l'O'hliohor' n re-

proa0ntutionu ruforro\1 to r; bovo tHld "-li vioi•t of the 

-\ 



flc.t...i(;!~ <~lur~.:_:_ tf~:~ rol.l·:.h. ~Li, l:LtJ:J J~::: ht. lhl tr 4itful. 
< 

.;li!o~; !.,; .. ,; : .. iliL> ~-y d~.r/!.jlc~.·- .... -E-.tt.s !1~..o-1o ~.~r~·v~~ltad 

liill~ t.oo. to older ly persona, womun un;! o hildron, 

tnot is to thouo oetee;orios or deporto:HI!l whioh tlte 

G.,nnenl.i ur_o not uBlng 68 ltdJOr. 

'l'IHl Leeo t: or. of tho United Jtb t.~J renows 1 ts 
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to Swi tzerlend will be evuoueted a,; promptl;{ us 

possible and chet expensda inourred f'or their 

tempor .. ry stay in Switzerland will be reimbursed 

should the Federal Govonilllent so desire. 

'l'he Let;ut.ltH! avails itself of t;,!_s occasion 

dorn, .Tunuury 25, 1945. 
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25, {945 'II by spEcial DatEd January 

(~c~~·.iMtiGA TIQ,i'l-S. 1 d 9 . 45 AND F,E.JOROs-~ • p.m. 
(LIAISON) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

CONTROL COPY ~ ')0 
~ January 25, 3 p.m. 

;< ' 
FOR WRB FROH HCCLELLAND 

In coursE of constant contact with various officials 

and agEnciEs of Swiss GovErnmEnt during past many months 
/ / 

on subjEct of admission to SwitzErland of rEfugEEs from 
I 

Nazi pErSEcution, (DEpartmEnt 1 s 240, January 16, WRBis 

364) WE havE obsErvEd no lack of willingn.e:ss on part of 

Swiss to grant largE numbErs of such pErsons tEmporary 

asylum. On contrary Swiss havE rEpEatEdly intErCEdEd 

with Germans as in casE of projEctEd Evacuation of upwards 

of 12,000 JEws from BudapEst in Effort to ExpEditE and 

organizE such Evacuation. 
I 

On occasion of coming of sEcond BErgEn-BElsEn 

convoy of 1300 individuals in Early DEcEmbEr FEdEral policE 

was somEwhat disturbEd ovEr unannouncEd arrival of group 

of unknown pErsons of this sizE from GErmany on undEr­

standablE grounds of military and intErnal sEcurity. 

WE havE 

DECLASSlFJED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11-71 lS?2 

By R. a l'<UJsB Date SEP 1 3 

\..__----~--- -·----·-·---
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-2-#531, January 25, 3 p.m. from BErn 

!v(1 havE rEpEatEdly convEyEd to S1·1iss our 

GovErnmEnt's assurancE that any such rEfugEES admittEd 

to SwitzErland would bE EvacuatEd as promptly as possiblE~ 

Although S1-.riss havE not as yEt chosEn to avail thEm-

SElvEs of our offErs of maintEnancE thEy took occasion 

in coursE of rEcEnt discussions rElativE to convErsion 
/ 

of dollar EquivalEnt of thE 20 1 000 1 000 into ffwiss francs 

to ExprEss informally thEir distrEss at UnitEd StatEs 

unwillingnEss to allow thEm import into SwitzErland EVEn 

f_!'.~n:_SJll:l.i__rl __ ~~ 300 1 00_9_~ns~!_!ood ~_:!;yffs pu.!:2lf__as~_9. 

for g~ S\·Jiss consum.R.tl.Q!.l Md . .J'!..1g'-E:Q9_u_s_r;:_!_!~~~-~-­

for past many months, Our lack of undErstanding (as 

thEy intErprEt it) of growing difficultiEs thEir food 

situation and our simultanEous rEquEsts that thEy admit 

largE numbErs of nEw rEfugEES contrast rathEr unfavorably 

in thEir minds, It is lvorth not~ihg in this rEpEct that 

SwitzErland has rEcEntly rEcEiVEd a nEw contingEnt of 

closE to 101 000 FrEnch rEfugEE JhildrEn from thE MuhlhousE 

rEgion. 

HUDDLE 

MJF 

-, 
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(;()f,lidL'I<iCA TIDNS 
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/ / 

fhe following ro~ Huddl~ and McClelland from Department 
;( 

and '11ar JWtugllle Board 111 WRB 378. 
j _., 

Vaad Habatzala adv1eod ~nRB ot reoe1pt of a report that 
/ 

two groups or Hungarian Je1.,e numbering 7,000 and 15
1
000 

reepeatiYely await entry into Switzerland anu that their 
. ,/ 

rescue depends on assurance ot aam1ee1on into Zw1tzerland. 

1 Please advise Board whether this 1a correct. It eo, it is 

') . 
-t-c; 
.'. Q.i 

.' "'0 
',) ~ 

~'"' ID ro s ::0 .e; t!l b) 

-~ ~ ~-
u ·____, :JJ 

(j_) 0 0 
U1 .~ 

.p D 
~ ;.~ c .~., 

~...-'~ 

assumed, or course, that you will take all appropriate atepa 

t'o obtain t.lleir adm1ae1on into Switzerland in accordance 

with Department's 240 ot Januar;v 16. 

WIUU MMV:XG 
l/24/4B 

t111 

GREW 
(Aoting) 
(GLW) 

sm 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·7:1 

By R. lL Parks Dnte...,SE:e..1 3 1972 
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CABLE 'fa Mh, HUDDLE ANI) t.lli. MCC.i..L-L!Nj), BL!lN1 SWITZERLAND, FROM DEPART­
!.IENT AND WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

vJc:1. Hahat~ala ad.vioed WRB ·of receipt of a l'epurt that 1<wo groUP,s 
of Hungarian Jewo numbering 71000 and 151 000 reapectiv&ly await en~ 
into Switzerland and that their reaoue depends on assurance o:f admieaion 
into Switzerland, Pleaae advise lloard whether thi..s is correct, It so, 
it is assumed, of course, that you will take all appropriate steps to 
obtain their admission into Switzer!Qnd in accordance with Departmentte 
240 of January 16, 

THIS IS I'IRB BERN CABUS NO, 378, 

12:30 
January 24, 1945 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec•y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, ni-ury, ])UBois, 
Gaston, Hodel, L:arks, McCormack, Pehle, Ji'iles, 

BA:Czin:ar l/.!.4,45 

., 
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WUX NEWYORK NY JAN ~1 1945 2}9P 
. . 

HON JOHN W PEHLE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WAR_ REFUGEEis"@9~~P, 22 

TREASURY BLDG 

RECEIVED REPORT 0NE GROUP ;f~',o·cio AND ONE GROUP ABOUT 

15, 000 HUNGARIAN JEWS AWAIT _ENTRY .INTO S\'/1 TZERLAND 

STOP RESCUE DEPENDS .ON ASSURANCE OF ENTRY INTO .SWITZERLAND. 
'• .. 

STOP RESPECTFULLy URGE :YOU UTi ll ·Z_E I M~EDi ATEL:Y" GOOD 
:__ ""~-> ;;:-_ ., 

OFFICES Of: OUR GOVERNMENT TO I ~T.ERVENE WI.Tk:sw ISS ' . . - . / . -.- . . . ·"--: ~ .. ,, _ __,.· - .,__ ..... 

GOVERNMENT FOR .ENTRY oF· THESE PERso'Ns: .. · -•. - · • • · . 
-·~~~y,,·;· ... ~·;_ .. · - .- . ' ._- ·:' . . ;... - ·:.': ~?;."_._:. ' .::;, : 
.. VAAD. HAI:jATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE •. ~ : ·· J 

. -' . . : . .- J~~f~··tA~:~2~ . 

-~ .· 
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The following tol' McClelland is mm· 364. 
}( 

Doubts nnve been expromsed by oerta1n ?riTa~e relief 
. .----' 

encies in Amorioa, hopeful of being able to arrange 

rge-aoale escape of refugees from Nazi persecution, 
I 

·lr ether 81'111ls Government is willing to keep its doore 

en to a further fl~· or such refugees, WLn~evar ·their 

mbers. Please 1nver.tig~te, if neces~ary, anu advise u~. 

Should you believe it UDeful n~~ or at any future 

ime, you are authorized to emphaeize to 3w1el'l oti'1c1als 

hat the previous assurances &1ven by this Government oon­

oernilltl· tne maintenance and evacuo.tion or :refugees from 

enemy persecution ~~ho vould .lJe admitted to S11ltterland l!&re 

not (repeat not) restricted to an;y particular nun;bet· ot per­

sons and t:b:; t this Go•ernlilent would deeply appr·ec:1ate con­

tinued Swiss ooopera.t1on in th1e.llumnn1tar1an endeavor by 

adm1tt1~ all suon retugeee who may be able to reach S~it­

zerl&nd, without regard to numbers. 

~;IUS;}U>;V:KG 

l/16/411 t/.1!. 

GRiW 
(MUIIp;) 

(OL~i) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State l)ept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. lL Parke DateSE£...1 3 1972 
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GABLE 1'0 .AMLEGATIOII BERB, SI'IUZEBLABJ), fOR MCCLE1.I.AND 

Doubts have 4e•n ezpreseed ~ certain private relief agencies in 
Americst hopeful of being able to lllTange large-scale escape of refugees ~ 
from Nasi perseGUtion, whether Swiss Gove1'DII8nt is willing to keep ita 
doors open to a further flow of ouch refugees, whatever their Dllllbers. 
Please iuveet.igate, if necessary, and advise ua. 

Should you belleve it useful DOW or sJI 8.1\T future time, you are 
authorized to emphasize to Swiss official.s that the previous assurance& 
given by this Government concerning the maintenance and evacuation of 
refugeee from en~ persecution who wc~ld be admitted to Switserlend were 
not (repeat not) reetrieted to &1\Y particular nllllber of persoDB lllld that 
this Government would dj~ appreciate continued Swiss cooperation in 
this humanitarian elldeavor ~ a(imitting ·au such refugees who mq be able 
to reach SWitzerland, without regard to DWBbers. 

THIS IB 11RB BBRN CABLE NO. .364. 

12:45 p.m. 
January 15, 1945 

Mise Chauncey (for the Sec 'Y) Ackermann, Akzin, Cohn, Drury, ])ullois, Gaston, 
Hodel,- Marks, MCCormack, Pehle, Files 

BAkzin:ar 1/lJ/45 

., 
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JERUSAC.EM 

Sc'-0 BEDFORD AVE BROOKLYN NE7i YO?K 

DECEMBER 26 

S:__. I '';;(S I) 
E.' v~ f: -~ J. 

r CHEF R~_BBI ISA!;C HERZOG JERUShl.EM RECEIVED MESSAGE SWEDISH 

GO'!EHNMENT 2;!ADE P.EPPcESEW''ATIONS JAPAN INFORldED SCHEME REMOVI!lG 

FROM SHANGHH IMPOSSIBLE MESSAGE FROM VATICAN JAPANESE GOVER.'Il,Jc;'<iT 

AGREE ONLY UNDER EXCHANGE SCHEME fmTEREST YOURSELF POSSIBILITY 

LARGE SCAT,E EXCHANGE LARGE NUMBER STUDENTS SICK 

RABBI ELIEZER FINKEL 

-' 



. May ,., rospectfully 1111bm1t to the state l/Gparti!Jent the tollowlDB 

Y1 t<>l matter a tor the conuidern.Uon of tho JJopnrtment noo for 

tho noceosary ac·~ion which we jlati tlon heroui ths 

r. i.iwitzerl"nd - 1Au'ifl8 the past year our J~re;ency com­

mittee, through its rescue col'i1!!!1ttee in <i\71taerland
0 

hae 

received tho fullest cooperation of tho i.iwlas r~ornmant 

in the ndmieaion of the rofugo&a_, who through the "id of 

OU1' Cornaittoos, were fortunate an()llf;h to be rescued trom 

tho handa o.f tbe enemy rmd given haven in Switserl"nd• 

"'~>itzerlund bna llltlllif'estad on avery occasion it& ffl'O"t 

hltm~<no nnd democl'lltic ideals and hua kopt 1 ts doors opGn 
't 

to tlloue rei'\lgees. 11e undorst1md that t o country. D.S 1t 

umall ••s 1t 18, "l eady holds close to 100 0000 ouc11 rv.fug-

oos. "" can readily np,pl'oolate nrui understar.d the burden 

that la imposed upon this country. tJo wOilld therefore 

respectfUlly request: 

a) tl~t the Government of "10 United States togothor 

with the other ;J.liod .!lations talu! lmtoodiate stOJlB 

to nrrnnt:n for tile re!D)vlil froiD ::.011 tzerlsnd of the 

of them Into ~> temporary OIGp unUl thoir parllllll!lent 

re-est&bliohment. This WORld clearly em!~ABlze to 

the Oovornment Of SWitzerland t.hnt tho refugees 

are being providl!)d for and would 8lvo tho l.>'l111os 

Oovorunent the lldded 1mpetUB to uontlnuo to keep 

ito dooro open to th.e many mo can still be rescued. 

In oonauuolilon ¥11th tho l'OIIDY&l of koso rstugoee 

we w~d respectfUlly suggest that provision be 

lllllde for tho ndlll1os1on of food. olothing am mo-

dloamente to those already there to relieve the 

D1 tuAtlon llhlch hB!I bGGn irnpoeed Upon ::iwitl!!erbnd 

by tho a4aiaolon or tr~ue refugees. 

b J We would aleo reopoot£11ll,y request tllat tho u.s. 

., 
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with the Gover12110nt of Rw1tzerlnnd to oontlrme 

to keec its doors open. Tho llUOoess of all 

present and future l'Qsooe rneasuee ill'lolving 

hundreds ef tbousnnd~ of lives, is entirely 

and dirootly dependant on the certain~ that 

the admission of those resoued, will be assured. 

The act ion whiah Sw1tnerhlld bas taken hero-

tofore in the admi4aion of refugees was dona so 

at the suggestion of the govormnant of the 

United ~tatos • 

II. We have been advieed than exchange in imminent between 

the Gover!J!I9nto of '·'arnguny and Germany. ?.'e would therefore 

respectively nga1n call tho attention of the State Depllrtrnent 

to the two groups of persons formerly held in camp Vitell, 

Franae. One group of 163 was deported in April 1944 and the 

second group of 51 1n Vey 1944, Thesa 214 p~rsons inolude 

many groat rabbis, soholsrs and loaders sud their fate is of 

great concern to us. So much so that ~e baTe made eevarel 

interventions with the stato Deportment conoerniOE th~. we 

anxiously fosr for their Mfety. 

Inallll!Uoh as most of these persons possess J>nraiJUOlan 

dooumontstion witb pnrti<mlt~r vnlidit,y for exoballl!9, we waald 

roepeatlve~ request our state l~partmo~ whlob boo eTldenoed 

auah doep aonaern in the fate of this group to make every effort 

to discoTer tbalr whereobouto nnd to hevo thom exoha~~ged. 

III. Delogst ion to Rwl tzarland - we \OOuld respootfull:y re-

quest the asslstanoe of tho Stato Department ln the metter of 

enabling our organlB,tion to send s delegt~te to SW1 berland 

that 1 t msy work ln closest bermey with our oxiattng Resaue 

Commltteo tbereln and ssnlst that committee ln stro~hening 

lind expondlng the resoue work s~cl program whioh tho oomrnl ttoo 

bns outUnEid for tho future. Thi a dologate would of oouroo 

report to the Roprooentatlvo of tho wor Refugee Board 111 

swltsarlnnd and would pnrollel and ooordinoto his work end 

progrom wlth Uaet of~ the netusee Board repreeailtat1Ta. 

In tbla maane:r '111111 feel t~t a olollllr oontaot would be eatab-

-, 
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· ·r~shed between o· Collllllittee here and the comm6tt' operating in !.. 
Iv:hbgfeiQit&naigel~i~ !he ia8iS6lirBi5tmrespeot1, -~Y request Switzerland 

the good o.fficee of .')1U" State Department :for an intervention 

with the GoverJIIIIOnt of the UllllR. to parmi t and enable the 

entry of a delegation of our Committee into free POland. ~is 

committse would have as its muin purposea-

a) to discover and trace the whereabouts or the lll!lny 

thousands of great Habbie and leaders of the religio11s com-

nmnities l>hich existed prior to tho war in Polund. 

bl To endeavor to reunite uprooted Ul1d war-torn families 

cl To assist in the problem of giving relief to 

.r the many hundreCis of thousands of persons who are in dire 
·; 

need of such a relief program. 

v. We "'ould also r·e:;pectfully requ.eat the 3tate Department to 

intercede with the Government Of the USSR for the release of 

the Rabbis and &,bbinioal Scholars who are no in the USSR in 

the provinces ors 1'u.rkeatan , Bukhara etc. These scholars lUld 

rabbio ar. :f'o:nnerly in the grca t Yeshiva of l'oland and in 

the religious communities of' thut country. ~ey reprosent 

an ehllllnli most vi tally necessary for tho fUturo religiop 

life at' the Jewish people and Y<e are most anx.i011B to arrange 

:for their release :from the USSR via Iran. ~ia matter has 

been presented on several oocaaiono to the State Department 

and hao bean taken up by tho ll.mbaasll.dor o.r our country to the 

Gpvernment of Russia. 

VI. Shanghai - Qn several oocaaione we h!!Ve presented to 

the State Department memoranda concerning tha releaee o:r the 
~·cd_ 

group of Rabbis and -..-. scholars in Shanghai. This group 

comprises son1o 500 persons in lilhich is include~: 1n ent1retl' 

the Rabbinical Collage Of Ml.r, one of the moer outstanding 

rabbinical schools 1n Polanll. 1/e haya interceded with the 

Vatican, the Govemment or Spain am the Goverlllll9nt o:r Sweden 

:for the unilateral release of this group from Japan and also 

:for their inclusion in Whatever axcbaneea there are to be made. 

l'ie stFssed to the Vatioan and to the Govorrunent or Sweden 

aDd *in the Olttstan.d1ng and exoeptiolllil religious otatu.o ot 

-~ 



t})j;$;; 3l'OU.P tiJJd roqueatad tbo.t the,y be spocially corwi<iered 1n 
were 

the matter ot exchanl;e or relea11e • •'P. rec<mtly in.t"orma 

that the Ja_p&Moe Governma nt wao reacy to considnr tho excho.nge 

of "!;llese peroonn. iie would tharefore respectfully l'a<,ueat our 

State Dep«1·tu10nt to give 1nrned1nte collllidoru·&ion to the matter 

of their exchi4llie and to express a w1lUngneos to the Government 

of Japan that our cotmtry w><s rc-dy to consider the excl:wnge of 

these persona. 

VII. 01.1r org!>Uization has worko .. : in clonoat harmony with tho 

W~. ~fugoe llourd and clcQrl,y recognizes the tremendous tunk 

which f<lCed the »ar liefugeo Board dur1ne 1944 in carryilJ6 o1.1t ·111 

the Executive Order of our Proa:ldent which croato,, the Bourd 

With th& express ptll')O!!e OJ: rauk11JB jlOJUible the l'eGCUC Of tlH'l 

=inuro number or tlw hitler victilllll and enable their oac<>po to 

sa~ territory. Oar t.:OIIIllittee expended over ;~ ldiOO.OOO which 

it rnudu available under Government license to comm1ttooa which 

operatEl<! in thG :C.Ul"opoun theatre. Thousand.o of psl'&ons owe their 

lives to tile rune tionlng of the .;u:r Refugee Bourd nn.i the closest 

ha1•moey wi tll >\id.ch oUI· <:o.mmi ttoo worked w1 th the llo!>rd in 

Switzer land.. 

••e would therefo1•e l'ospoctf'lllly urge that the province of the 

to effectively carry out ita humane program. It hAs been proven 

tu"t resc= can be efi"ected by the Jwlecioue 1llle of larger 

IIUIII1J of monoy. "e t'etll therefore that lnrgor uumn sh01>.ld be 

placed at the disposal oi' the ~tazo Rotusee lloard to be tUle tor 

thA rescue or unfortun"to victims. It bocOWJs app1ront as 

tima passes that literally only days ramnin that can still bo 

ut1l1&efl fo1· the reocUB of <~& lllf.IIJ3 victims aa possible who mny 

still be anatchend from the hLIUdo or the enonwo We uro certain 

that it 1u tho dedro qnd 111111 ot our .State Dep!ll'tmwt to nf.ike 

poooi ble tl1io rcacuo work. 

nes~cttully submitted 

- - I 
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OUTGOING .r~m~l :tJ. 1g.P,;JVISION OF 
- COMMUNICATIONS 

TELEGRAM 5 p.m. AND RECORDS 

'l'he .following for Muddle y 
and McClGlland is WRB 318. 

In 'f1W ot well-known German praot1oe ot exterminating Je,s 

suM'iv1ng in a117 area preY1oue ~o 1te eYaouatlon, Department and 

WRB consider 1t neoeeeary once more to draw attention of Swiss 

•}) 

8 ' 

. (") 

'" 

terorose authorities to the danger faced by the J~11eb .u~ 

in German-oon~rolled terr1tor,y. 
newly p.ppointed oord!ngl11 it will be appreciated it rau will T1e1t/Swiee 

1-orSi n Minister and Preeident ot Intero~es, and urge that con-

J1n~ attorts be made from now on to keep the BUJ'TiYing v1ot111111 

6t 8Q 1 persecution al1Ye during the coming stases Of boet111t1e• ,_, I' 

in JLu e. Xou should epeoificall7 mention in thle connection the 
,~ 

,.. ih!'ee largest concentrations ot Je~HJ in Axle terr1tot'7 !atom to ex1at, 

Vlt. Lodz with &o,ooo.to 80,000 inmates, Theree1enstadt with 40,000 

to eo,ooo_ inmates, and camps near V1•nna with le.ooo inmates, and 

10\1 should also menU on aft7 other looal1 ties or :regions where hw• 
are bel1eYed b7 reu to aarw1Ye. 

In JOUr oonterenoos with Stl'ies foreign M1n1ater and Intero:rose 

President it sheuld be made clear th-t tble Government oonaidera 

that frequent and extended T1s1te of &wise Consule and Intercross 

delosates to places and regions where Jews nre~oonoent~ated aon­
sUtute one ot the most ettective means of p:reventi~ their further 

extermlnauon. 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 1 3 1972 
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-2-#127~ Janua~ 9• l945D 5 ~·~· to B~rn. 

extermination. This method proved its ett1oacy in ~dat~st 

lvbGire, thanks to the presence of 9w11!111 and. lntercrosa person­

nel, man7 lives appear to have been saved. 

Furthermore, you should emphasize to Foreign Minister and 

Intercross President the mounting evidence ot contusion among 

local German ott1o1als and their increasing acoessib111t7 to 

paychologioal pressure seeking to d1ssuad.e them from executing 

extermination policies ordered by certain German authorities, 

and urge that full advantage ba taken of this state ot mind in 

the 1nte~et of saving lives, through unofficial as well as 

•. oft1c1al Clhannels. 

More particularly, in view ot German consent to permit 

Interoroee 1nspect1on and care tor Hungarian Jews engaged 1n 

torced l~bor in Germ&nr and German-occupied territory 

(enclosure 1 to rour despatch 101~2 of December 6), please 

request immediate and continuing Intercross aot1on to sate­

guard line of thie lal."lieat group of Jews sUrviving under 

German mle. 

Please endeavor to make clear to Bw1ss and Interoroee 

that the aot1v1t1es suggested above should be aot1vel7 pur­

sued as long as the dQnser continues. . 
Please adv1aa. Department and WRB 'of 8w1ae and In11ercroee 

reaction. The 



• 

-3-#127~ {anuary 9~ 1945• 5 p.m. to BErn. 

The following fl'Oill trfU1 for l1c0lelland: 

It ~1ould be hdpful 1f you inquired at trea.uent intervals 

what speoitio action Swiss and Intercross are taking to carr,r 

out the above s"ggG9tions. 

In view ot the situation as outlined above and in view or 

your recent reports indicating ettectivenese ot _oubl1o1ty and 

other forms or psychological pressure upon Gorman ottioials, 

you are requested to make special ettorte thl"ough all oru..nnels 

aYailabls to you to increase sucn pressure l:ith a Yiet1 to sara-

guard!~ the lives ot the surviving viot1ma ot Nazi persecution • 

WI 

.S'l'ET'l'INIUD 
(GHW) 

SWl' 

r, 
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Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

7740 CONTROL COPY 
I J 

FOR l'iRB FROl>l MCCLELLAND 

~eference secODd parabraph WRB 1S 2J4, there 

are in Switzerland as of November l some 42,v00 
~ 

civilian emigrants (those who entered country prior 

to August l, 1942) and refugees (those who entered 
~-

mairuy illegally after tha1 date) exclusive of 

~ilitary internees numbering roughly 40,000 (two 

main croups being 20,000 Italians and lo,o~o Poles), ----
In addition to these two principal categories there 

/ 

are some l~OvO recently admitted F~nch and Italian 

refugee children fr~om Beifort region and Val Dossola 

respectively total therefore about 95,000. 

Civilian emigrants and refugees are made up of 

following major groups: 9720 .,,rq~p!l!,f.: ~,~fllll'n,f.tl; a,l}_d 

Austrians (almost all stateless) 6700 Poles· (majority 
N··.t: .•. \!'I'·D~'~j! ;: 

' .EUlf/tB~l(M,'i'P.~f.t 
:-\C·.'FIM_Q'.i.'c~--;~c.·h . :. 

--~----·-;:----·==--===--=--"' 

-, 



• ' -2- #7740, Undated, from Bern 

statf!less). 85 percent of these two groups are 
i 

Jews in addition there are about 50C former Czechs ~ 

and 200 former Hungarians who are Jewish and stateless 

another 500 persons of various ex-nationalities 

should be added to this category of largely 

unrepatriables then come following repatriable groups 

possessing nationalities; 9800 Italians 5332 French 

(including Alsatiana) 1·295 Dutch 1200 Yugoslavs (8~.-) 

percent Jews) 580 aelgians 480 Hungarians 500 Czechs 

plus about 5,000 of various other nationalities, 

About 230 persons at present in Switzerland hold 

valid Palestine certificates of which 1,000 more 

will shorly be allotted to Switzerland mainly for 

children and adolescents, 

Only negligible number of isolated cases possess 

valid visas for overseas emigration mainly South 

America. 

HUDDLE 

HR 

- - I 
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FROM: 

TO: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of State, WaShington 
I . 

-~ American L~gation, Bern 

DATED: November 8, 1944 

NUMBER: 3810 
y 

' '- \ 

Reference is made here..,ri th to your cables of October 18 

and.20, nos, 6902 and 6960 respectively. 

Should Venta ~natorium or similar quarters be rented, 

lhe Swiss should arrange that there be given refuge therein 

Jews of United States nationality and their accompanring rela­

tives, whether Americans or aliens. If such facilities have 

not been rented, the Swiss should see that United States Jews 

and their familites are sheltered in quarters where all the 

rights to which they are entitled can be given them. 

We have taken telegraph action. 

SWP:EJD:MA 

Paraphrase DCR:VAG 11/11/44 

STETTINIUB 
(ACTING) 

CONTROl COPY 
" ,,,l-,lt ~011 1.1 bW v 01 
'·•· ., ' · Dl 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter • l-l l- 7 2 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 1 3 1972 
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ORIGii~1-.L TEXT OF TELEGR:Ji BENT 

Secretary of State, Washington 

TO: American Logation, Bern 

DATED: Novemte r 7, 1944 
,r, 
't3786 

To l.iinister Harrison and McClelland, Bern. 

Reference your 7269 of November 1. 

Please transmit to 3wiss Government this Government's apprecia-

tion of SwiGs action reported therein. You ma;r assure Swiss officials 

that this Government will do evcrJthing possible to assist them in 

evGry ,-,ay in conr.ection Ylith the reception and evacuation of the con-

tenvlatcd refugees-from Hu.~ary. 

In this coru1ection, pleasG ascertain and advise the Board of 

total number of refugees non in Switzerland, and of the numbers 

holding (1) Palestine certificates, (2) valid visas to any other 

countries, or (J) valid passports of countries to which they can 

·safely return. 

This is \iRB Bern cable No. 264. 

STETTINIUS 
ACTIOO 

m.ss Chauncey (for the Sec 'y) Abrahamson, AckermaM, Akzin, Cohn, 
Drury, DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Lesser, Maries, lJaMon, 
McCormack, Peble, Files. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. a Parks Data SEP 1 3 1972 



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington , 
TO: American Legation, Bern 

DATED: october 23, l944 

NUMBER: CONTROL COPY 
I 

FOR MCCLELLAND FRO!.! PEHLE. 

For your information the Swiss Minister in Washington recently 

asked the Board how his government could be of any help in the serious 
- I t / 

Jewish situa:t;ion in Hungary and at Oswiecim and Birkeneau, He was 

advised confidentially of the steps which have been taken by the swedes. 

He has promised to notify his government of this and to suggest to the 

Swiss Government that it take action parallel to that taken by the 

Swedes, 

Please support this matter to the extent possible. 

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 230. 
x' 

STETTINIUS 
(Acting) 

'.) 

... ., 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

· t'C'Dl 3 1972 By R. H. Parks Dntc_;)LL_ 



OABLE TO J«NISTER HAilRISON, BER!f, FOR Jl'lOLELLAND FROK PBHLB 

P4t' your information the 8'111se Jl1n1&tor in Yiaohington reaent.ly 

asked ·the Board bow hitJ govel'lllll.ent oould be o! any help in the " 

H1"1oua Jnillh situation 1n Hungary and at Onieoim and Blrkeneau, 

Be waa advised oon!ident.ially o! the ateps whiob have bean taku 

by the Bndea. Ha has pr0111sed to noti£7 hill gOTfiJ'IIMnt ot thie 

and to suggest to the Swiss Govel'Illll8llt that lt take action parallel 

to that taken by the Stredes. 

Please support thie 11111ttsr to the extent poaaible. 

THIS Ill WRB BERN CABLE NO. 2,30. 

3145 p.m. 
october X), 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for tho Sec •y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, . 
'teaser, Mannon, MoConnack, Files 

FHahd 10/20/44 

--- ~ 
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October 19, 1944 

. 
'I 

I ~ 
Mr. Bruggmann, the Swiss Mi_nister to the United St2-tes, called 

Hr. Pellle today in connection with a request the 1fulister received 
from the World Jewish Congress to do something for the Jews in Hungary, 
Slovakia and in the concentration camps at Oswiecim and Birkeneau. He 
stated that Dr. Kubowitzki of the World Jewish Congress had advised him 
of certain actions which the Swedish Government had taken, particularly 
in HlUlgary, and he asked Ur. Pehle for confirmation of this information, 
Mr. Pehle advised Mr. Bruggmann of the action taken qy the Swedes to 
protect several thousand Hungarian Jews and also advised the Minister 
that the SHedes had sent a Special Representative attached to the 
Swedish Legation to work on this problem. Mr. Pehle also advised the 
Swiss liiinister that word had beer> received in this country that the 
Germans had intended to exterminate all the refugees now in the camps 
at ~viecim and Birkeneau and that Mr. Hull had issued a statement last 
wee!' on this matter. Mr. Pehle also advised the Swiss Mi_rlister that 
the situation with respect to the Jews in Slovakia was extremely criti­
<!al, 

The Swiss J.!Lnister stated to Mr. Pehle that hP. would immediately 
cable his government and ask them to get in touch with the Swedes with 
a view to taking parallel action to that already taken by the swedish 
Government to hel<) the doomed Jews in Hungary, Slovakia and Silesia, 

F. Hodel 

--' 
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' (':'' _ .. ~· 

DEpartmEnt's 3001, ~u~ust 31. 

Co~1sEnsus of opinion o.rnon.::_: priv2tE Sr:iss REl:i.Ei' Com:...~j_tLTE 

favorablE or un~~vorablE Oi} nor~~l nativitiEs of diffErEnt 

;;rotr~s cctiv£ in rEfu ·EE C'l.l_E st).OGS h.EI'E • 
.. ' 

T:·u: pl.,ivat.:: Snis~ x•r::li:.::f or::s~:.nizntions continue to mEEt 

in ~~Ul.,ich and c:;rry on t~-:..E:..: ___ ~cti'.TitiEs VEr~:- nt,_c~1 f'.~ ,~JEforE. 

It 1-s ~E-nEr~lly fElt th:!t Gctti.i1~_; up ol c.dvisory cor.li:lission 

./ 
Des {UE to ~Er3onol {cnirE of fEdEral council Lorvon StEiGEr 

C~iEf of DEpartmEnt of JusticE nn( ~alicE, to 1Es~En his own 

hiD 

i ••·• 
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-2- #6038, SEptEmbEr 13, 1 p.m., from BErn 

him. 

't Although announcEd that commission would convEnE 

at lEast oncE a month, FEbruary 23 mEEting (LEgation's ·11 

1130, FEbruary 24) has rEmainEd onE and only full. 

sEssion to datE, SEvEral of its sub-committEEs havE 

mEt. Sub~committEE on lEgal quEstions has bEEn 

fairly activE and sEttlEd cas[s of disciplinary 

action takEn by Swiss authoritiEs against individual 

rEfUGEEs. Sub-committEE on Emigration and rEpatriation 

had sinGlE mEEting in July but took no action worth 

noting. In sub-committEE on rEcrEation and Education 
I 

official Swiss mEmbErs, i.E, officials of FEdEral 

DEpartmEnt of JusticE and Po lie E propos Ed sEriEs 

of lEcturEs in camps on SwitzErland. PrivatE mEmbErs 

suggEstEd instEad lEcturEs ob post war EuropE 

Emigration and thE likE as subjEcts of spEcial intErEst 

to rEfugEEs at this momEnt but which had hithErto 

bEEn forbiddEn by Swiss authoritiEs as contrary to 

Swiss nEutrality. This minor mattEr still bEing 

considErEd by authoritiEs •. 

HARRISON 

JMS 
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:i!t', l'lbUtt 

Mp, !.lot1'3W 

I I 
sul}Joe'' I'J'O)lOIIed :'wiu \rut on p&I'IIOllt! retuvn1Jlil to r. ... Us:G:rl .. l'ld .. rtar the ~1'. 

( 
~~~" .. ~taal'lf>d tr~>nod.eUoft af l>fl or\lcl<- 1n the ll.!m!l: tm:Jltmllll i'.f. n·<:;,o 

indt~~t~B that ~ neaeure ~~ beeo oub»lttcd in the 1~g\sla\uJ'ft of the 
~~ntoe of ~uerlcb to lapoao o wpeolAl t&~ on teturnln4 raal4enta ~ho lett 
:iwlh<>rll>n4 <htl'!t\3 the lffll'. '1'bo pli1';>0ilfi of tlio l!IOra••n•o 1« to cthcourfl.lt'l 
tho r&patrlt<Uoa of ttune wtto cough' pereo~ml entoty Alill'oa4 a11d. eacapeii 
til<' !tal"<i•hlp• .of Uvt"'g undl!l' "'Dl' eondit1ouo. 'lbe t-Ax voultl 11\\ uatly , 
th .. 'llfho Jo"e vh~ noMUt€1\C! by fer the gr,.•Ut part of \Mee vito let\ 
·>~lhfl'hnll, H would not ~J'ply to thnllfl :>vht$ Jlho ,.ant e.broru1 •to r«~pre-

. unt !ivhe m~~tl1J'P.l and eeD<llORlo lnterel'h, ~ \l'o etoape t1111 "'•• the 
;>OJ'fl9llll ef'f*.Oifli!l vouU hr;ve to r-UIU!e tbe rl«ht ,., rtteUnlllh•b a 60~t1eU• 
hi ~wth,.rbnd After tke lml'. fhe autllol" of tl"f '<'l!nellr• e.dr.lts that ln tho 
~~nt of a ~~~ laVa9lOft of $wltw~rlan4, tho ~are Y~•l4 ~BYO ~•ea gre&ter 
tor Jeve th~n tor aon-Jowe, na a.n\&Rd~, ~nvever, l~\ thla 1• oely n dtt­
f<ll"lllll06 ta a.crefl vldah th~ !'I'090BRd law canMt tak•la'o ltlln"idua\hn, 

~ 

" ln vhv of the a\l'ootUn to wbtOh .rewa of all aaUonouu .. have 
been eubJ~o\ad ta oeouvled aoQAtl'l~n, tbfr &rA~6Dt 'h#\ the 4tfforence lfl 
\bh N)G>,Sf!Ot botvMrt :>vln J"'* end I\OJl..Jeve 111 nenl7 one of 484l'e• h 
~bftnr4, to ear tua lonut, Ll~ the Jewo of eho Netl•~lan4e or U~~rr mr 
Qtlwr ooouple4 arou, tl\o !htht Jelta wttnltl have -••• 40oalt4 to uterb!aa.­
\ton or. at ~fta\, tlRYOf7, Ybo Swlee m\11\ftrF ~tberltlee were fully 
uwaro or thla ~d therefore, 4eepl\e tbe ~llltarr .oblll~tloa e&oce 
~epte~b~ 193?, rosatlr 4FA&led alltt~rr furlo~e ttt lava ta order to 
~o~»le th~ to wnl«re\e, 

'l'b"t \he $lt~9tloa lll !Owlteerlaa>i vae !>l'elllll'ioue h 4.1vll!eaee4 b.v tl:o 
hot th,.t nrlou~ evlet tbas ao~~Sht ll'efaae ln tht 11ftlte4 11\ahe 11114 tlu•t 
til~> :'·vln II•UaD!'l !lank tPIIBtlt!rrod lh IJOlli\ t\oou to tbla eollft11\'F tor 
.,.,...,,., It th• pur!JO•• of tht ll'.e~ure. at ltt &u\hor ooa•na•, a. ,., 
equallte the \•r4ent ot \be war -.~rgeney, t• vould aee» tha\ lt lhoul4 
applr ftlao to ~nob tl~t. · 
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JlYhloa ot 

Moaoiftl7 Roaeorab 

1 aent~oM<t the propo11ed '":r to bote&!Kil' i'oerotor when he wae bore 
reaontlJ. ~ told ae that bt W&l acqaalaio4 vlth \be m~ttor and that 
hts or«an1~\1on tn ~ev York had protoe\e4 to \he 8vleo "lnloter 111 
ijaehlngtoa. 1oere\er n\~to4 tbn\ VI'. UPU«RAftll was ot tbe oplnton thn\ 
tho m~aaure would a-.or be eaaote4 lnto lAW. 1hla, how-.~r, ls onlJ 
nr. P~~·· porooftal oplatoa. 

fbo propooal to tas ••·called uadoolrablo r~atrlntoo UAdoUb\edl, 
r.tlootw populer thlaktng on tnt~ potat ln Uvl~aorlaftd nov tb~t Alllo4 
vtotor,v 1• ta WlMht. 

-' 
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'l'raDslGUoo 
h'&m 

1!891!: ~llRl!C~ll. ZIJ'I'!f!IO 
lfo, ll'l» of July 1«1, 19~11 

'l'ffiS' !O!'l OJ' ifiiYBL-e<l~!'£ ILWfl.1i511lG !lliOJ!Allfll 

I 

Tho propoeal \o lmpo&e a sp~olol '•• upoa All wh~ At \he bo6lnnlnc 
nf tho w•r took rofu~ abrond qpon their return attar the war hca uot 
vtth wlde tntoreot after hA•lna boon explained ln the auorlch OantoAAl 
C~unoll, In tho preeo of Otrman ~wltw&rland, ovea ln 'he ~olah sad 
Toaetn nowepapera, tbto aotlon w~o sraoted as A aonuu of oren'lllft a Ju•t 
equallwatlon botveen \hoee who ln tlm•o of ~er have lbuaned all ear• 
vtcee for our country, nnd thoue who romAlned hero and nadtr 4lffl~ul\ 
war connt Ul!lne h,.v,. worlttt4 aad 14oltell ""' f<ll' tbe .mthe led, '<bh 
cone11n\ otfort oleo a guarsatee rnr the tao\ that tbe Canton Zuerich 
vtll not re~aln alone at tbo lntroduo,lon of th1e lev, ltolot11d vo~ee 
mod• lese reaerr~ttone in regard to the 14ea ot \be vropoaal in ltoolt 
tht.n ln r.IJ&Pd to the ;.outbUUy at lh realhaUon, 

It otrtvee for A low vhere\1 persone wbo formerly ba4 eettled ln 
Canton :tuert,Oh aliA at\er .T!lllWlrT 1, 19)9 lllOVtd abroad vlU be tue4 vbta 
th., r•tnra '"tho Canton ?.uerteb, fhte tax thall be levle6 !•·the .-o~at 
ot all the taxes 1e•l•4 4urtac the tl•• ot tbelr abReaee, .uoh ~ereoae-to 
be ••••pted troa the tax who oan vro•• that abroad ,,_, ba4 to look .,,., 
llll)lOPtant cultural. or •oonomld lottrllth ot ivUeerlot, fbh .law lllall 
pr~tat eueh ~tople vho ID dlfflamlt tlRel loft our oeaatrt ftD4 dl4 est 
eve la lmt!w aqthln~: a'oout ua froa lltlq a'olll to el•plr l'ttura clorlq 
'oe•ter ll11118 to av~er &eblD lG our IOOftOIIlO and 0Ulta;a1 lifo vltboat 
at l~••' a.-!ng up part of wh~t all of uo haYa performed tar our OOUfttf7, 

Onl7 tn aoet reoeot ttaea hao tb• 4leoaeaton of thl• 1111ttoa ta 
nuaeroue lottere to lbe a4ttor of tho •J.?.,a,• btao oarr1•4 to a aora 
emotional pl-.e. I -.,, therefore, b• allowed to 4tal wlth a few of the 
thOUihta ,.proaeod, SOao fellow oltltane beyo polato4 oat that tor Jtwlah 
Ollll6f'&llh there vaa a s;eolal rea .. n to flee eltlroa4, o4 the7 ad.Yooato4 

.tho Ylew that eptolal ltnloaee 1• oalla4 for towarda \he letter, Ghtll 
tke ttapatbF tor lsola\td eateaorlet of tust•t••• c«aee ut to •lk• a 4lf• 
tereAeo Ia tbo troataeat ot·fugltl•• Jewt oaa aoa.Jaytf Tberowttb the 
taotuol 4ltouteloa throa•eaa to olak to a aaatlueatal plane, Plt, on the 
oat etdo, env, oa tho o\h•r tl4e would be bnd a4vlt•r• tor loctelatore. 
Or &ht e~ti81ltlo3 of raolal 4ltterta••• or ot rltlal rtteat .. D''• Vbere, 
thaakt «oA. tuoh noe4 nnt plor aar role ta our oouatrr, ara ao ltcltlatl•a­
pollttool arauae•••· A ~rely Bwltt probloa te before ut ea4 we ••rlvo tar 
a tol~tlon troa eur ••olutl••lr Svita data. 

-. 
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fhe tA.t prepoeed by Ul uttlt tle up with two oanorete preeu~poeltlonel 
flrt\ly v11h the f•ot of em18Pa•ton &t th~ ttae wben th~ var danger ~~t ln, 
and aeeoftdfy wtth thQ faot ot re\urntn« within a period to be deold.ed After 
the f'lld "' the "'fll', Onh he ln vhou •••~ h<lth !11'POUJ'J>OOittona Are t"eil 
~hall b& eubJ~o\ •• the apeetal tax, 

u 

'l'he enlgro.t lo!! at the 1l1!11!'l1!11lniJ of tlll! vnt' Wl·l~r the b<:•l'"nion of a 
dRnger thraotenln~ 4l~o our countr, oan b~ •~aotly ~etqralned ln a low by 
fhln& a data - e.oau<Ung til ey propnd, Jo.nu.o.r, l, l'lJ? - sfhP whloh 
""lofn\1on to tnboood by ttB. A.thr the neoul'atloa of _,uetrln, tb• 31ii'Ch 
l~io CweoboslovaklR, and ftn6llf after tb~ ~u,br~~ of the war and ln the 
followina y~&r yfter t~• tnvaftlo~ of Worw&~, »•nmnrk, B&lff\us, and Hollen4, 
OVfti'70l'l8 b•o~e canec\oum of vh~t GAII~~ra lAy hidden lD th~ Ruropenn ~nr, 
"l'he ,Jang;l'!r for tl!to popuhtlon rudnlug lft the co!Uitry exhhd, 1t o&lil& 
\t; 11Vtot•;vt.ody 1e conllelnuan""• b~ tho evMuotlol\ IOIJili!U!'<'II tn•o th~ tntertor 
Qf th<~ aount:rr 1nuell b' \hB nutho!!'ttlu, ""'lgr!lllnn vu 11ot ferbld1o11, 
o""tBlnly! lh1t ~o~brs\ va \IO.lloo h thh, thnt auoh tlnlttl"l!lllU l"eturu d 
vill - "'" if notulnl> had bap,,ened - ..r'~" tho fln<l of the VM' tG dh1•uttt 
,... fr>:r "" pl)ooll)le t!u> phoe ill the ttllll to ~llOBil who reMlnetl hera, 

•rna <\anr.er, h e"ee llvlhl!r1nnd wero drn"n into \h~ vn.r, ta g1'""'' tor 
a·uryona. 11o (IU•I'IIllt~• tor body and llt11 ln coe(l of wtlr llllll lla 11lvt>11 "' 
our ?.toto, lint IIV~>Il h Cbl'll\b!JI&, Aho llbrlaUnn Yll1Bll4'1 wtth ell tbolr 
lnhabl\anu hnu been Mlltroyd, abo tht OhrltUiin otvlllRII popnbtlon haa 
verltho4 ln the boDbAr«ed ol\tea, ~. all ~nQv tbnt the daft«er ror the Jeve 
tn thh Vlll' 1a ,,.,,.Uc>>lM•ly g1'8nt, that ~ht!y vtlra 4t~•troyed \n on~<~parAthfll:v 
on•eb hra~r 1\UI\Ibt>n "nd fell 'VicUt~a to R cruel '"'"• lfo Juetl:r thtllldD« 
··.,.tu• wtll refafie hh B)'!OJ'"th)r to th«v• vtotSllt, 

n•1t tht1 4lt!'nenoe blttv"tll the tah that thrl!dene4 tt•• Jew. and tbe 
tattt thnt threatentt4 the na~Jewq. te ao' tundtaentnl, It l• only a 4lf· 
f*l'ttnce ln deere•. Uaaser tn lte11t threatened eYervonet only the 
poeatblll'F ot bolDI attoo,ed by tbv tate at wnr wne a~mewhat ••all.r for 
the> non-Jew, ·Je can, thertttor•, perhspll better underatand the Jew who 
<lttol6e>d 'o Ol1llQah thoa th!! Chvhthn vho 414 the ftlllllll, llut 1\0flll thh 
Juettry a <ttrterenH-nl trentaenU Surely no,, For the propGnd lAw lloett 
not wa»\ to paae Judgalnt aa to Ynlue. It Qnly wnnt• an equ•lltnt!oa of 
•~I'Yloee, Tho law 4oee not lapoe• nn1 Doral qual1tloatloae upoa the 
tusltl<rea, 

'l'hh vo•1lA 'Ito t•pautble fliP there ua 8110111 \btl .. lfP'allte et 1939 aa4 
19110 a vholo eollle ot q•1lte 41tr•renUy ·~oadltloaa4 aaeu. An exu:ple h 
th11 JewtRh buetaeeeaaa who ln aoo4 llmu I!Rl&rBte<l o•erewat wtth a lar«• 
part or hh propel"t:V &114 aot onlr lett 1ft tbe luroh hit toran llltnlle 
Jevlah ~-leborer, who pertorae4 here allttary ee,.loe, but aleo eoapete4 

-\ 
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vltb hla meet •n~rply frc~ the •atety abroad. ..other e&MDple l1 the 
nl'l'elu>nt&Ul'e<ot a tr .. vooaU&n voo, on fn\llgrathlg, l•tt lll tbt lurob 
nlc aattve loR. ~a hie e~eroue ore4ltore. Ll\tlo ey~~bhy le w~rely 
4et8rwe4 b~ a noft-Javlob eapltallet whn ehertly aft~r hle Qatural1ta\1on ' 
in 3wttterlaa4, be'ore \h~ tbreatentng war aa~or, 0448 a long 0pl~~sure 
trip• to Amerton, bu\ wa• IIAl'&<ful \o ll~u14ah n!lll tal!o ftlon& Ma 
pr.,ptrrty.· 011 th• otho!l' band, tadJ' oa••• are lmon - tt h a qUetUcn 
~otly of Jevlth fallow olt1tene • ln whtuh the •~Sgran\e deo14e4 vl\h 
n b58V7 hear' to al~rate, fulfilled all tbatr obl1gntlonu- horo an4 tool-
1ft& h~melee• lead a trP~Sc •~totonea abroaA, 

~••• tow •saapl~a s~ow \h~t it tn not ~0~9lbl& to olaeolty the 
caa•a according \o thelr sottv~n. 11\~ lagl&l&toF ~uat oll~s to oonc!l'~t~ 
tach. We 31Jl"81l with lhe aorrqs;IOn•leftt P. h, thd the qu•-•UoD vhellll!ll' 
the Bvtss Jev hA~ to reel ~ore threatened th~ the noo-Jev hae no role 
to play. 

!"or thf' fnodM~ontr,l fl!.IPoUon is qulb" ditfol"ent, A lllll"!.'f.>9J)on~ ... nt 
b~>.e potnt11<l ""' tn"t Otll' (lov~trrurumt woflld not b:ne l>"en hi " poat t1on \o 
proteet all lt• qltlwena in the eaoe of Aft attack. Ue vh~, fros \he fact 
thnt th~ >tat~ ln t1IDD8 of war cannot ~Q~&nteo ~ng abeolu,e1y vall4 pro­
t~?o\ion, wr<nh to lafer the 11111111" JuliUflo,.uon to \1ll'n one'• oaalr to tbe 
->tO'.h la auoll. U"n of •lall§er, ohow• tha\ lae lion llllt know t.he unvrlUen 
ntiH"• of 11. !Jvle• to,arda llh ·•oi.Uih'1• 1hto IIIID)' Jevhh fellow otUn11s 
~bo remained her~- to thooe b$lor~ \he co?reepon4tn'• of \he 61,&,z.~ 
• hal'e ehown \hat the, know theMe dutlee, \hAl alvo ln tl~•• of 4an&er 
\he1 are indebted to onP country. 

'!lo, In U.,M of ""~' the ij\lilto ~t~~>•• no I!UUUIUII tor \lle protleotlon 
~t all lte tnhnbltonte, lt o~nnot do to, In euch \l•e• the oltl1en ~ay 
not 6ennnd any ~e~natees or th~ State. On the oontrarr. In ttmee of 
dllll/l:OP thtJ ghU ll!Uat ~llfllllnd of ltD <!lt\Beftlt tO bll! r.l<dy to IBOJ'lfloe 
~•erJ'tblft8. A state vbleh c&nnot ao~ne on thl~ eeorttl~ vould be 4o~aed 
to ;Jerltlll. \'very •o1fllcor k~:oove thl~. llYer7 !lnu to14ter, Sn hte l.'ntlr• 
~llitfiry t~nln1D!, haw h&on teunh\ o~atn end ~ota to be r.a41 \o ttak• 
hle Ute tor \h• naUve l!1!n4. II• who etl'lnlle on fr~>nUo,...!PIIJ'd, ho wllo 
rteke hla llfe ln 4rlll~, he who (1tk~ •very eeldler In our eountrr) pr.­
par•• hlwtelf tor the 4efen•e of hle n~\1Y~ lsnd0 haD 110 aertlfloata of 
ga~~antae for b\1 pOI'IOBIIl B~f~t7 ln thl• f&Ot mat ho p~ll OOftiOlOUI}J' 
hte ltre and olYlllsn •~Setnno• In \he ~orvloe of hte nstlYe lnnd. Ia 
tl~•~ lt~• 'be.a OYery ottl•en, ••n ead vo-.., si a eel4ler. 

1hta t• tbe Oltference •••v~an peaoeful t\eel lD Vhloh IY&ryone COli 
tho tt&l" tllnt anth Ilia, In whlcb PIJ'70IIe ~an pllrtU bll 11af11t:v eM co-... 
tor\, and the ttmea ot Aanr,er Ia whtob, aenYeraelr, tbe Dtate, the a•tt•• 
1aa4, AQit 4e~aa4 ree4ta••• •o ••orttlce. 

-I 
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lle wbe ln eaoh ttmu t\tulft 1tot f~d the 111\lfi'Htt-n duty to be l'flhdJ' 
fliT th~ M\IY!f COUII\l'Y &li!luld M\ I!MI;•ll\l..l! lf later R Glllt.ll - 011.1.11 
rtn~na!al - saorilice lt c~rnanded of him. 

i.et \t !lilt te ""\d "'" •u•l~I'<Uit• ll''" n'bt&ille<l. mllHon·y ful'l(>ttflh, 
:·ll.,r<> "~"" *'loll, tiN, who ttrdgrat&d wHbQut ~"'""snell\ furl0\li!b an•> atn:;94 
Mn~y an.'~ tjt'}At; nf' th~ othf)re. had tbey T'&~nlA$d tn th~r t3flU11t-ry. \loalll h$VO 
o\lnly b•"l! renrulhd !!iter ov GF>lhrl in fo>' the lf1l (hiJ&Jii' <lofomue) or &lr 
det~noe. In a4dtt1on \o the Hn"nc!.sl s«>rvl.ce!, whtoh th«> 5tnh bn• bet>n 
deprlved nt b~ tbe\r e~l~ratloa, th~rft e~r. ~l•o ~thttr Aerv1oe• wbioh ver• 
rendttred by tbtt Swle« remaining hero, Need I ~~mind of th~ etr~r\e /Dr 
,.ddttlont'il Cl!lU•,.Uoa, 0f 'h« offor'• !'or over<>O!dn~ u!llllmplllY~>aatY 

Shall tho•<> vh«! rl01l 6brol!>t!. be tlhpllnllflii frolli ell tlvac> IU!I'Yieoal 
-:'he;1 1111 l<)n,~e•· nefld tG rt!lu!er ef17 aervl.oe~ <>r 'o l!llke ney uor1f1eee it 
th~f d~sv the ooneequencaa ~r thsir deol~t~r. runa~ Dt \hg ti~e And 1'88n\n 

vh~r0 ther mlgreted, 

IU 

'l'he s~>cnnl1 paln\ "' il"nnsoll<-n fnr the G,;·~<Jlnl tall to th9 ret•1rn of 
H" f•1«lttvea. 

v., "11 ho;>~ tllrt o,;r enuntr7 \fUl e' Ill'. 41'€>Vn into the vu, tlBUl 
n<>v U h one ot the ""''1 f<1¥ ~rot'""'' ctnmtri"ll \bAt hall no' been af!'ltote4 
by horrl ble diiUJ'Uottone, l!ere "'"' · nll<•ll • eo .,. llo••• - kefll ov J>ll\01!1 in 
thll •un, Roll'll noll of no hopes ~._, cultl'l""' Ill& flllld, WUl it no\ II• the 
rlpt U1111 to uk over:ro11e1 lib&\ h~>et thou dono tor tl>b o;sunu:r lB time of 
''unr,er, 111 ~be tllll~ whfln elloriften .,,.... so~-;andcuU In Svln bhtor7 there 
hAve alv~y• be~ft \l~oM eyf dlctreov ~tter tt~~~ of econD~to proap•rltv. Aft4 
lt n~• ~lw~~ been th~ ouo*aa \h•t only he should part1clpA\e Sa the h•r­
"""t vho hMI ••eoilotrftd onrvlcee in Ural! ot ''"Jlt<U', ~-bus ln thlll ol4 
(knteclaraUon onlr 110 eoul!! <JIU'l'Y •m 11 611Ll•l tr~».o• who bll4 •unvele4" 
bof<~n w\t.h the gaUd, that h, wllo on tile \!uUb!hld hn4 ltllhd hh !VIlli • 
.\f'tor tl>h """ we 111u•t not \l'~>t>\ wono \be IIDldl~tT who rendere4 blo aei'Vhe 
J~~~ll7. wb& hal p~rhapw 1Ror1tloe4 bl~ 11\tlll \rede, hla ol•lllnn ~~•l· 
\1oft, \b .. a th& ono who luul v~~<niebll!d durt.nc thh Uftlo, lie &~&Gt oct OlrJ>OO'I 
tllh woUteY' \o tn"' unrutro.lne4 ao;<~pi.'UUon ot thou wM hl'\d '~RS'(II'a,.ll;p 
nlau~ thPlr buulBI!IU or allowed lt to be onrrh>4 on 'or o\IH•re llD' 011 
acoount at •11\\nry •orvloe ~'' a~rely on a~couai of thelr ~areoftAl 
l!'l.flt!J', 

t\ 1~ a eoull&adNent of J~o\loe to daoan~ bore nn e~uallea,lon at th• 
~~TY1c••· A l'@DUBalstlon by the 6(~\e of euull n ~tnlaqa aqnallsa,lon ot 
eervloea .. auld be lUI aot of llltrratlturlll to•,.ril~ the llvlu aoldler aacl 
tev«r4a ev11r,y oUhen wbo lll b11ril Un•u• hr<e fulfilled llh 4nUae, It ot.o 
Ooftftnet 01l81olf \0 dt&and l)f thP returned fQftltl.O• am 8 ftUble~UOQ\ SOr­
V\08 vha' oaa ~· ••aetlr flsnr•il ou\. aaaalJ. 'h• aMount of all tbt ••••• 

-· 
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the.v would have llad to P".l' ln ""e" U1ey had remo.hutd beM, th"n au,.~ly 
no one la wPoft4ed. He who pontulateA t~rth&r ~~oil~>na be1ono thl•, 
perhfOJ!io HJlfltPtll~lan, over leo~ tll• ftto' tll, t 1t will no~ M !'Oasi l>le 
for lf!~thh.turo \o dbtrtwtB I!IOral qud1f1ol\t1ons oil' 11ake 4F<oduUoM 
ae~ord1"& to ti\e dngr'lP ~t nl!J.,eH~ll"l>hne~f "" of IIJ:<l\lafll>llHy, vhlch 
dlff.,ra ln av.,r;; ein;:th can of t'Ugt,t. He, tu;IN!ver, wbo - lllte " 
CIHN'IUJ'OI'Ill"llt "f th$ "Tnt• - flndl!l tho.\ \1.11 11<1pO•-lt1Cll ;)( ll &tlrll fiMfl• 
ct-"l aerv\o" h too p<~Hy " •"notloa, l .. t h1fA mAice a hf<HCor ;.roposal. 
•t.,t "• ""'>' anti c,.n <l«>llll.llld t• an: Olq•mHtaHon C>i th~ "'""9ul'alll& •utrvlon, 
'>y "''""'"111\t! tl•"~" urvlo~~ .. ., <liv•ll rMU!!Iin i'l'OI:i rotun~1ng nll thMt> 
"--'i~trM!te who tthooo" th«1r n>'t1ve h.ntl onl:r t>DCI):!'fiirw, '" budn.,c• :>otnh 
of •h.,, o~ly aellorcl.\1»' to r·r<:~f1t,lthlleu. 

-:'.;t the fr.et Uwt th,. t&!!atlon UF• up ... uh th .. rt>tm•n, th." l.n<t rt>ot~ 
on ._ ~afn le«~>l gre•.lil<!, 'to -retroncUT<J 1"-" l.• Ql"e<h\od, ae oorreu_;-,ondent 
0

0 ~. ln tb~ •r,,~.~.· fA&rs, fh~ ~~turn \0 ft faol lylft6 ln tho future 
-..h\cll th~ lnw (l!ln l"lf' hol6 Pt. 'ih!l~fi oft.,otetl •n•• IJV<'n trolf •o """<!" 
h~ati<?~ \f >~lthlll ;ltr -,n1o4 tb:&d by lnv th!t)' rRrWutce i&lttnss up l'f!d• 
dcnol! here "~~tn, nnd r,iv~ thereby te ~hPll' "''llir~tlon tlln cha'l"t\ctor of 
~ , "~'"'f'tlltllt cleohlon, no, i10Wf!1'ftr, who r~tturnn lllllllldlntllly attl'l' the 
oen<>t\on of t.;,@ ~f) Of! I Hon of dfil.fti:"~'• 91'0'H• tt,.,relly \b~;t h• ""ntl'd to b .. 
ral>••nt ooly tN<;.<O!'M'Uy only aa lon!i Gfl the t,,ntl! oonld nat give hla the 
• ""'"tY 1!\)~rMta.,, • '!be legll!lAtor h fl'llft tn oanoelvo \!111 not. ton tuablo 
re•Ut>n611 llll !>11 vllh, ~~ the cnno•>.•t 0 J•(>e1denot~• r.l1111•• Q(lllprt&el e.leo 
th'" lllhnUon ~t ''"""'"n"nt ~w11lllnr., H "'"'' II' I!BIUt•ed "lthout further a4ol 
he who return• eo~n after the P.n~ of 1he w~v has nev~r h&4 the lntentloa to 
rena1n yl>r~»ane~nth "'bPollt1, llflftCt!, hP h~<a Mt 'j)I'CIVAd any ne"' r.,dd~>nce 
abPo$4 an~, th~refore, kup\ ble tnxAbl' reet~e"cu ln ~vltverlAnd, Tbe pro­
;:>oud lll.w c~n, \he,.t>ft>r~•, bnilo!. '>pon thr- Mc!ucutll l~~al •:Cint!•pta or Uu• tAx 
lnw "n" -.ton Jlllch len" b" ;e~l.if.n' ted li" >·••troaoUve 1m• than. fol' lnatenoe, 
th~> <lee! slnn of th .. >:o11hderaHon <;ounoU tn regard '" the e .. 1gnttta 
<lt'ft•nt~e ""ntrilmUon ot l'Jhl, 

'''-'t ov~n th" so- U)'lt' h th'Jt "ound, tl>e~r~ """ld be ore~>t•d two kln4• ot 
~wlu, 61t~h ae ~IU1 r&t\11'11 ttHbt>•>l fur\llotl' ado, and ••lell 48 Oftll uUt'rJhaee 
•b•lr return oaly b1 au~•~c.uontly paying thP tft~, Jue\lce d~Rwn~u tb•\ 
Ufhre11t pn•uJwoehiuall 11hau1a be 4ltrerentlr trente4, Ill' wt\a fled la 
or4~r noi to bave to r1ak hl• ~~raon on<! nl• property uben dan«•r thrautene4 
t>ta_ n"th• bna .Ju•tly dner•~• a dlfhrcntt tnr,toent from thH or the one 
""o had to 110 nt.roa4 to r•;·l'..weot lwiu <~ultu~t<l or •o~no.la bttereate, Ol' 
~f th~ Swlto eal«Pant ~ho l~n« betor• the v~r •~tr.rate4 resul~rl~ and 
rendet"ed plolltr..,rtnr. vo1'~ llbl'oad for bh Dft.t\9• lMt\, 

7h• prop6et!~ lew etrlv•e oft~r nn o~ur.l\•&tton of 'h• eerytc~'· It 
•h~ll ao\ or•~•• ~n' ~lfft>renoee b~t on tho ~on\r&ry ga~n •uru thnt ao 
Uflwdce,.• rehrnhtg tRl{!"t'll.ntll be allh to evade ,h,lr ury!,·• duUtta tovarda 
o11r !ltMe, It bu beP.n Rf'I!<Jted bf th<:< pubUo •• an act of JtaMUOB, Ve .. ,., 
thereforl'l, ha'l'e tbe oonrt4•nco \hh\ lt "Ul bn re~>lhe4 M4, la ApHo ot 
o.-rtdn dUtto .. ttln tn th• llaadl!ne, whtob ... ,.. not a\unt in &117 '•• law. 
Ttlll_ pro4utle the "llpeoh4 etlttJt, · 



- 6. 

,tt will not rolfl'b thf'n .,anf'i n .. d to tile c.,nton &uttrlch but vl Ll 
h \t'i~l'lll ovl'1' by otl>H <'nnton' or, 1f ;;oe<\ble, by tl\fl tionf~d~t~Hon. 

I 

·rrenulnto4 by 
~lll"e ~<. ilonwiU"~ 
\<>;.tficlllt'1' '), 1')44 

QLlilh&b 
9/U/ij4 

n:r. Hans PestnlOJ:111 41 

I 



HULL 
(EDK) 

8-29-44 \'lRB 

sent. at request ot ">or nol1er Control Dolll'd. 
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l 

)~ 

This teleg~~~ must be 
pa.raphrase.~.efore being 
communicat~ to anyone 
other than a GoveEnment 
agency. G11lEST!l1 anm) 

!f. 

The President's War Relief 
Control Board, 

Washington Building, 
Washington, 5 , D. C. 

AMLEG.&TION 

BERN 

8001 

Augus• ~1, 1944 

6 p.m. 

ltlDSIR! 8NiD. 

Department would appreciate being brought up to date 

on activities of Swiss RefUgee Advisor,y Commission, 

formation of which was reported your 1130 F@b;u&fl ~· 

It would also be helpful to the Department to heve 

your evaluation of the Commissions's effectiveness in 

coordinating and implementing the work of the various 

organizations handling refUgee matters in Switzerland. 

HULL 
(EDK) 

SWP1WHM1amg 8-29-44 
Send at request of War Relief Control Board. 

--I 
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FROM: 

TO: 

·' ., 
Secr·"tary ol' State, l':ushington , 
1\re:ericc;r. Lcg:-;t.ion, Bern 

August 2J.., 19'•4 

flU1/BGI:!: 

CONTROL COPY / 

i\<JfeJ" par:,t,rRph c:GTi;ed 4, Department's 2605 of July 28, 

WHB's 94. 

The ,,utitG"·i;:ation i:iv•m to consulnr o:fllcers in Switzer-

land by the ;.le1Jnrtr:l•.mt 's <''il of ;·~rch lH nn.d, Department's 2236 

of July 3 1 s hm·8by am.nci<<d to include <.<llthorization to issue 

such visas to refu~oc:e chiluron 0'\l'•'iving in ::;witierland from 

Hunea:r;r. For issn;c.nc" t~n·ougl1 October, the additional non-

to Zurich: Hu.r .. cnrian, 72 to 176 inclusive. 
I'" 

Pleat;q adv.ts.! appl·opr1ate :::wiss officinls and make all 

appropriate ,~r;·orts to 0\!'l"lilt;•! for th, rel~use to Switzerland 

r fro" Hungary or childrtm who may be eligible for tho issuance 

of such visas. 

THIS I& ~';till HEHN,GARV> NOo 122. 

UUIJ.. 

VD 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 3 1972 

By R. IL Parks DateS£.2-.1 
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OAlliB 'JG KMS!D liAIIIIIJOB At Bill .liD lfeCILil.r.AID 
t -. 

~--, 

...... 
Uw ~··· e1 ~ Han~& u..a ~ ...... 2211 or hl7 a •• heft)T 

aaalt& to Saolde ............ to iOIBI IIUJl'ft .. h .......... Gldl .... 

antvtac If Bvlt ... lall4 ,... -....;. ,., ....... ......_ ·o.tew, Uao 

a44lt10U1 -.pnt-.. _,._ lulcratloa lrllll)en g~..,. below vue al· 

.. 
n .... aA..Sn appfOpliate Mn etflotalo aall IIID an eppnpnate 

oftol'fl• to ai'J'up lor flb.e nl .... to 1111........, tl'lll -...,. ~ ahUU. 

· '' wJte aq be ellcl\le m the lllftlll .. of ... ,....~ 

tJIIJ 18 WD DB OAILll 10. -~li""i,.,M 

4t06 p.m. 
August 12, 1944 

Miss Chaunoey (1'or the Seo 1y) Abrahamson, Cohn, IAIBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, lAannon, MoCormaok, Oable Control Files 

- - ' 
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i/~~ 

OlUGINAL n~~~bF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: 

z::::L:~::::· .:;:hi~u~ I t\UL uOP I TO: 

DATED: 

NUMB Jill: 

August 23, 1944 

2908 
;( 

r 
FOLLOdiNG FOR McCLELLAND: 

y 

Please convey toM. Filet this Government's warm 
;' 

appreciation of Swiss Government's consent to give temporary 
r 

refuge to a,ooo holders of Palestine certificates from Hungary 

in addition to proposed asylum for expectant mothers and 

children. 

Please transmit to the Swiss Government informally our 

suggestion that it would be helpful.if a public statement of 

the Swiss Government's action was issued, sc as to make 

impossible for Hungarians and Germans to plead that emigration 

is not feasible, and to give an example to other governments. 

THIS IS ''IRB OAilLE TC BERN NO. 140 

HULL 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Dnto...sE.I?-1 3 1972 



CABLE TO MINISTliR HARRISON AND MoCLELLAND, BSRN, SWITZERLAND, 

'I 

Please convey to l.l. ?i!.e<; ~':1:1.~ Go-,.,ot~ill!lont' s w~r;n "-Pi-'l'"ciation _. 
of Swiss Government 1 s consent t .. ~ zh·e ttlnpor«:ry refuge t•J ?. ,oao 
holder-s 0f 2aleatine cert:tfioates f"rom Hur.g<U';'f :it: add.i tion to pro-
pcsed asylUill for expoctant mothers and ~bildren. 

Pleue~e t!'to'l'l::.it to ;;h" ·c<llsa Governmant informall,.Y our :mr-­
ge$t.ion that it W<rJl.d l;u h·alpful if a. public statement of t-he 
Swies GoY<>rm::.,nt' ~ •,w+,i.c,, '"'-~ i!'lsued, so 5.3 to make illqmseoibJ.a 
for Hungart~.r.e e.nc. Ur-:IWsnr· ·:,., _olead ·tha~ ~;:a!£,Ta·-~ion is net 
faa&ibla, and t.o give ::tn -?::~'"m_-;C.J:t t•J othe:." ~ov~::.. .... .:"!Dlen··4s. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BBRN NO, 140 

9s45 a.m. 
August 23, 1944 

Miss Chaunoey (f'or the Seo•y) Abrahamson, Cohn, .D!Boie, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lessen, Mann, Mannon, MoCorma.ok, Cable Control Filee 

~AKzimJWPrdg 8/22/~ 



AML!i.GATION, 

B£RN./ 

2424 
X 

CONTROL COpf 
-DE-PA_RTM__..ENT~O~F ~S't:::ATE="" 

JUL 1819-M 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS& ~liDS 

All 111\0HlBagefll ':ent on l:l(,ll'll!.lf of reprellsnts. ti vel!< at 

the War lilef!lh;@C .Boe rd and I!!Gssages l"olt! ting to tho 

opera tiont! of the Doard should be taken up in yow 

ro"ulo.r aoco1.mta tc.;r ralmbursemant by thl!! War Retug~te 

---Boa!i'd in tUJOol"danoc, ~i 'th Beotion V-46 of tho !~orei&'l'i 

Bervioe Regul&tionc< • 

.Plaut~~ Bubmh ~oomplet& Uet of all 

meooagee wnioh you nave son~ In the Soard's interest. 

as stAted mbovo, g1Y1ng number and date. 

BF 

ITOLL 
(EPT) 

S/CR 

(;L_,-



.7-· 

"l?he Cover-nments of the 

have t-Treed, in furtherance of their joint policy co use every 

av:::>il~>ble ;:wr:onr> consistent ;·•1 th the ·succeesful Drogecution of 

in ilillilinent de.nr.-er of Cee.th, jointl;r to ::>::>"roach t'1e ::iNiss Govern-

o.-..ent l..n regnl"i.i to tllr· reception e.ml onre of refucees 1·.'1 th a vieP 

to renm·•inf' l:l.llsuronceB prcviouE'ly mac1e concerninc .100i tionel 

impor·te, if needec'l, to meet the nee<ls of refugees <'t1ml tted to 

After concerflinp: ,.,i th your .ir1 tish colleneue, 1•ho he.•' 

~'ll•, 1vec1 f!'enera.l instructions in the matter, o. joint epnronch 

should be :nat1e to the S1\liss Government in the sense of the 

follmTin;··: 

·-;.UO'l':- The Governments of the United StR tea and Great 

'Jr1 tain desire l1f'l'lin to express their atlmiration for the humen1-

tnrirm policy '·rhich hr.ts been follo~re<1 by the Government of 

5Ni tzerle.nc in f'i Villf' ae,ylum PJld ORre to the lar('.'e numbers of 

refur;ees ~rho have me.tle their Nny to Sl•itz.erlanCl. 

The 



1 

_7-

/' 
/-2-

rhe Governments of the United States ana Great Britain 

desire to re-affil>m their willine;ness to arranEe for ·the pro-

vision of such adDitional imports as may be reouired to ease 

the burden on S~rias resources resul tine; from the tem:oorar:,t care 

of refugees already received in 81~1 tzerlantl or those Nho may 

subsequently be received under the literal and humanitarian 

St-rills lJOlicy in th1s rr;g:;~re. UNQ,UOTE. 

b si~ilar joint annroach is being made to the Government 

of 8weO.en. Join.t approaches also are being made to the Govern­

ments of Turkey, Spain, and Portu~al expressin~ the hope that 

they will aOO!lt a more 11bernl policy ae ree;ards the reception 

e.nd,, tempornl'Y care of refugees anc1 offering to arrane;e for the 

provision of such additional imports and tunds as may be 

reau1red to ease the burden on loce_l resources arising from 

the care of such refugees· as may be received. 

3\·IP: EDIC: EHJ 7-1-44 
J3C 

I!ULL 
(GW) 

\1FIB EII S/CR 



DEPARTMENT ;· INvOMING 
TELEGRAM \' DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIO_NS, 
AND RECORDS 

' OF 
/STATE 

.(7.oc'-
J .' ~~'4.. MAE-304 

ft(\r~~ 
~:J.- ' 

PLAIN 

BErn 

DatEd July 24, 1944 

REc'd 9:33 p.m. 

0EcrEtary of StatE, 

\iashington. 

X' 
4730, TwEnty-fourth 

IntErnEEs WEll quartErEd havE many hot and cold 

showErs, V'IEll hEatEd last wintEr. Food appEars abundant 

and good clothing and tailor shops availablE. DuE 

favorablE sanitary conditions hEalth intErnEES gEnErally 

EXCEllEnt, Ill rECEiVE frEE trEatmEnt modErn dEntist 

officE with two chairs opEn Each day trEatmEnt frEE, 

Notwithstanding favorablE conditions intErnEES livE 

undEr constant thrEat dEportation which influEncEs 

moralE. 

HARRISON 

HTM 

-' 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATEn 

NUMBEil: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF_ TELEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of State, Washington 
v 

AMLEGATION, BERN 

June 30, 1944 
i 

2221 

11__cJ..,.f,_L..:_.;J'i2-) 
For attention of Am5a88adoi Harrison and McClelland, 

Following discussions with Minister Brugg~ann in Washing­

ton Pehle, Executive Director of War Refugee Board, suggests 

that refugee problem be discussed informally and in confidence 

with the Swiss Foreign Office emphasizing in particular the 

following points: 

/.l­

1. The contribution which Switzerland has made 
and is making to the refugee problem is apprecie 
ated here both in- government circles and by the 
American public. 

2. We would appreciate receiving from the Swiss 
Government informally and confidentially any and 
all suggestions on what can be done on the problem, 

3. We appreciate that certain phases of the matter 
can best be handled by informal arrangement with-the 
Swiss Government rather than by formal requests to 
make demands on the German Government. Generally, 
where such action would be helpful we are willing 
that you discuss particular problems with the Swiss 
Government informally and confidentially before 
making formal requests. 

-,<..:•: 
It is the view of Bruggmann that the cooperation of this 

~s~~: ... ".: ~ 

o~Gov&Fnment and theSwiss Government on refugee matters could be :-::-·, -
fac~itat•d by following these suggestions. 

The Department is in accord./ 

THIS IS 1'/RB BERN CABLE NO. 62. 
DECLASSIFIED 

. Stale Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R H. Parks Dute--Sf.jL 1 3 1972 



DRAFT OF CABLE TO AMBASSADOR HARRl.&tfi. AHD 
MoOLELLAND, 

Following disoussions with Minister Brgggmann in 

Washington Pehle, Executive Director of War Refugee Board, 

suggests that refugee problem be dis9u~sed informally and 
w . ~ 

1n eonf1dsnoe with the Swiss Foreign Ottioe emphasizing in 

particular the following pointsl 

1. The oontribution whioh Switzerland has made 
and is making to the refugee problem is 
appreciated here both in government oirolea 
and by the Amerioan public. 

2. We would appreciate reoeiving from the 
Swiss Government informally and confidentially 
any and all suggestions on what can be done 
on the problem. 

3. We appreciate that certain phases of the 
matter oan best be handled by informal arrange­
ment with the Swiss Government rather than b7 
formal requests to make demands on the German 
Government. Generallylnwhere auoh aotion would 
be. helpful we are will g that you disouas 
part1oular problema with the Swiss Government 
informally and confidentially before making 
formal requests. 

It is the view of Bruggmann that the oooperat1on or this 

Government and the Swiss Government on refugee matters oould 

be facilitated by following these suggestions. 

The Department is 1n aooord. 
7 

THIS IS WRB :mum CABLE NO~ 

- ........... . 
June l:l9, 1944 
10t45 

-~ 



OFFICE OF THE 

EXECUTIVE DIREOOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

My deer Mr. Minister: 

In connection with our rece t tslks on 
refugee problems, I should like you o know that we 
have just sent a cable to Minister rrison and our 
VIer Refugee Board representative ·n Bern along the 
lines which you end I discussed. I em confident 
that this action will prove to e mutually helpful. 

His Excellency, 
The Minister of 
Washington, D. C 

ery truly yours, 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

-I 



-1_""-

M,y dear Hr. Mtnishrl 

In connection with our recent talks on 
refugee problems, I should like ,you to knov thnt ve 
have Just sent a onble to Minister HRrrison and our 
War Refugee Board !'&presentative 1n Bern along the 
lines vhioh ,you and I ddscuesed. I am confident 
that this action will prove to be mutually helpful. 

His lb:oelleno;y, 
The Minister of Svitserland, 
Waabington, D. 0. 

'fery trul;y JIOU!'8, 

J. w. Pehle 
Bxeoutive »tractor 



DEPARTMENT 
·;_~_,- OF 

STATE I 

the in·:<:'.vidnnla .tn oue~tion, n nu1Jbar of unquestioned 

nat1on:,\e o.:nt1 pereo11r. cln:l.ming the national.ity of ·the 

United :~tntea ana other JU!'sr:l.oan Republics, Belsen-!:lexogen 

th0 

DECLASSIF1ED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parka Date SEP 1 3 1972 
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tiou, l'a:r,,reucc io ;aado to tlle cuuo o1· J!':!.•ru1z 1\:alm (Dc;;,tlll.'l;uont • o 

A,-199, II.J-1'11 21. mJ(! })l'<.'!Vlotm) in which the 



I . 

-;· 

=3-= 

\· ... J,_) 

CODl~ ROOLt.~ I!IJfl<~.t to /!Ji'01 ;.ca."l !:~i'>nlr.mo to F.loltvia
0 

Brazil. 
Chile, Cole·· biB" Co2":ol n.: l:;c, Cube., Dom,.n1c'.ln J:lepublio, t.cuador, 
El Sa1Y::t(1o:r· G7•0at .G:d.';;::ci 1, f.h!S~Gr.uJ.a, Haiti, Hcmr1ur.~s. J!ex1co. 
I•:;,Y-.amr,a. Pa:r, 1;uay, :Pe:ri\, .i !U(>;Uu.y, und Vemnuola. 

URI.l; llMV: I<G 
6/20/44 

. \ 



OJl... 
Seo 17 

Abnhu1on 
Aklln 
lell'llateln 
Dolin 
Dalloh 
lrteclman 
Oa1ton 
Hodel 
Laucblln 
L6eler­
Lwrtord 
Mann. 
Mannon 
Marks 
MoOol'llaok 

_ _,. 

OJUGilfAL DX'1' OJ' IBLHlWC UH 

:noMa Seoreb.17 ot State. Waehlnpcm 
'a AHI'lcta~~ Lecauon. Jem 
DATO& June 240 1944 
lflOOJD1 8149 -· 

fhe Ilepanment and the War lletucee 1loar4 are reoeirtq 
repor\a 1114loaUq that then an belt ln ouipe altaate4 lD 
o._, a114 German-oontrolll4 terrlto17. b vhioh the proteotlac 
Jloven and the IahmaUollal Jlel Oroae haYI 'lleeu crantet DO 
acc~&e or elu auch a trlotl)o Uelted to ... ot ao0111 that 11hl7 
h&Ye been une'ble efteoUnl;r to aealet the 11141Yitaale lD 
quaeUon. a nuber of uqueaUoned natlonall aD4 penona alaS. 
tna the naUoDaUt:r of tbe tl'DUI4 811atee and o11her American 
l!epublioa. Jlela-llerpa near lanOYer. Jerpu near Dreeten. 
:Draney neu PArla lllld Thendeneta4t are el\ee of auoh Clallpe. 
Since la11e in 1943 the eaap a\ fa" lD Slleda appeare to h&ft 
blltll placed in 1111111 catepl'J'. Po11l'bl7 other -P• of the 
111118 oharaoter exht. 

The Svtae Gowrnment allould be aaQ4 '" proteoUng Pover 
ot the Unltet Statu to lDveeU111te tllh eUuaUcit&. Pleaae 
l'lqlUIIt U to ell4eavor to han lta repn1entaUvee vieU the 
O&JIPI referred to for the purpoee at tnveetli!IUJJ« •be olatu 
of 11141vlduale held lD theee ORap8 to oitlaeneblp of the Vatted 
Statee or of other AMerican Blpublloe. Ple.-e make elallaJ' 
effor\1 re&ard1ng o~ all4 other eetabllehmentl vbioll .., eztat 
lD lo-.ala. Hlmp.17 aD4 Bulpria or llD1 otller ueae UDder control 
of Ge~doatnatld authorltloe. 

Article 88 of the Geneva Jlrleonere of War Oonven\ioa •• 
applied to interned oivillue 111 autaal AII'IUIDt of the 
'belllprente ellould lie the ba .. of the nqueet to vlllt ta.ch 
01111pa. the ntnol'tlaa17 netl'loUou plaoet 11¥ tbe GeiiiiA 
allthorlUte upon o-loaUou with thete o•pt have bp"'-..t 
the pereont tetatatcl then &114 the proteoUq Power of aonaal 
~~tau of deallq vlth thell' aaa- to the protaotion of 
forelp eta••• .. heaoe la olltel'tD proteat tile Yltal u•erett! 
of euch 4eb.iuH It h eeentlal tlha11 vlelb 'be •4e to thtllll 
OBIIJ18• In thle ooaneott,oa. nfenaoe le IHI4e to tile oalt ;,. 
Prent '-lin (Depanment•e .A-1990 April lK all4 prevlou) In vhloh tile 
eatnol'lllnaJ7 nplattone attell4aat upoa oornepoaAeaoe 'lletvea 
hla and the pro,totlq Power have w:&,j111UtlaW., lapta4et the 
vel'lfloatlon of hle alai• to "--rloaa oltlee&lhlp. 

SarlO)' !he latenaUoDil W Oro11 Ooealttee. tllp-Ue elltell414 
lalth effona to vlett the o111pe ia quetton. bae 'been uneaoeeetM 
ltandllh ll!l ita enrUona 10 tar. AppftolatlOil of the DltpartJGtllt all4 
Stewart the Wu llefa&et Board tor tbtiee etfone eholllt 'be upnttet\• 
VeinetelD Alto pleaee eapNtt the hope that then vlll lie 110 a\atuot at 

•• 

I. D. White 11Uae ttfOI'tlo DECLASSIFIED 
Pehle. rue liD OABLlll 10 •.• tO liD State Dept. Letter, 1·11·71 

IIIILLB7B.B.Parka DoteSEP j 3 197; 
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''.t,f'"rrcLCc .:.• :·cn'le. here1dtt. to your circular ot June lo, 

;•r. June 113 •··e officl.f'lly commun1c etsd. to the Swiss J1·ore1gn 

:;:-'ice t_~e :-~·t::?l~1 e~t•~ mec:-~,.t~ge. Also ~ho :.e~:r.i?.ge ~1as been 

< 
•(,rvi.c~.' to 115 nevs-:~p8rs in !'h•itr.srl,-nd <n,; >re .J'Ve received 

cerry t.l•c. ·""~ ·;,ve in full. t1e .iRVP .'rovidecl ed.l tv rial ooiiUI!ent 

--~ ··cro -. l t .. co:coln, o country '-'ide coverE·f!~', T!H" P•.b.leet will 
/ 

f"! Ro . , t rc .. c << by '"ailio ·3u1 s Nl, 'l1m1larly we com.-,lled W1 th 

inctr _c.tti:ln£ in y:Jc.r June l" circulsr, HRB chouli!. be i!lfOI'll!ed. 

E.lemy territory ve 1111· ure eatEbl.lsi'led chaimel!!ood unusl 

~Af-ffiiGON 

DECLASSIFIED 
: State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 '.) Y372 
By R. H. Parks Dnte_Sf£._1 
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~:: ''~.;,'.,;·:c. ·~ :: ":·::::."" ;~~~;;;~';f ~·~<·t:~;;<~:~::,.~~&t~·~~'';,~"~t ~~~~',; n~~,n~~~[~!,':,~~t"f 

, ·.-: Ln.<:. \i::li t t.n_ke.G };·,.,~:~_ru:--J.+_nt~- ·"iJ_G1"'£'rtent1o:n ~:e 
,-·c '_, ' ~3-t-:~.t-8~:; t"-;.~)L~7:t·mine.t"io~~l- };c-

_._ ;, J.n · ttt~H;ti:rQ.$.1i~:_(~ ·;ftt.t.\- th-~~-- 2~1:rc.h 

'3 ~ O_onr.ic1.0:t'j_t\B_ th.o oxtrom-ely r~mulJ.- ntn:tho:.:·. c?f· -rHdiO- r·G·~-;~i·ving 
u\~_.:.;r·. ·!n.'IJ?:_n~~g•:n~.Y- 01 dio:r)!.)inr?. };.'l.HJ:'tphl$:t;_S 1)j Plane woUld bri tho- -baat:,_mOthoil 
,:_;.:" ._._:;J]:t.r:,:iin[~- pnbllf:~:;:.y ·:ht·t~·rula;ln:-·j'c 

GO:; !ff!sq Chqllrl:;i;Y_$-- ( :Ho:t~-- _the Son·· .~r) :_·tbl:-aJtaffison;, Akzi~:' ~-01,nst-Oili­
_Golru·~- Dti:Htl'ia· 1\\~i?~:3~·r~~t~.l, (~·:nf:<lr!.. ·!HOttel._ l~·>.ughiin;·-· J~~.s·s_or. '"'f_.uX.roJ'dt. 
Htqln- M~h.nol:'l llur.·kn·;· _!r:(:G?Xf!"lct.?fc.~. P.4il;l:· · :P.0hle -; ·sai.tgoy. .S~i t~1. 
Stnndlsh, Ht.Gwet:..:·t.;. V~l~.l~nt.t·dH 1~- 11:.~ -Wh.i.to_ 1-~ilci_s 

ri.EcLA ... 
Bt..te · SSIFi)m 

'. . Dept. Letter, l-J.l·7l! 

By a H. Parks riot~ :i£~ 1 3 19li 



FROM: 

l t)v~..--. 
PARAPHRJISE OF TELEGRAM REC:CIVED 

lUnerioan Legation, ilern 

secretary of State, Washington 

~rr:~< 
;:-· / .; TOJ 

'i 
i)A'ID!:D: 

:NUMBER: 

June 5, 1944 

3579 
y CONTROL COPY 

Reference is rOB.de herewith to the ultimate paragraph of 

Legation's cable of May 18, no. 3171. 

From the Swiss Foreign Office the Legatioh has reeeivad 

a list of 162 :persona removed from Vittel for unknown desti­

nation of whom 3 allegedly claim Chilean citizenship, 8 

Costa Rican, 8 Ecuadorian, 4 Haitian, 9 Honduran, 5 Nicara­

guan, 87 ParaBuayan, 3 Venezuelan, 7 Peruvian, and 29 unknown. 

Since the list4 contains error in numbering, Legation 

is requesting swiss to oonfirn;Whathar 162 or 163 persons in-

volved, 

You aro asked to please instruct whether the Department 

~wishel nominal list sent telegraphically which includes 
~s ...a. 
0::< -..3 

a; c.:: !'ate ~d place of birth. 
mm­
o,...~ 

!:!:!~:=:' %ere were born in Poland a large proportion of the 
>mo 
rnrn~; o-
o"" .gar sORB oonoerned, 
0, 
~ "'~ k.J 

§ · ~regoing refers to Latin American interests•-Germany 
IV 

and France, 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 11-7 2 
Stata Dept. Letter, 1-
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

PABAPF..RASE Olf TEUWIU.M RECEIVED 

/ 
American Legation, Bern 

Secretary of State, Washington 

May 16 0 1944 
3110)(" t· 

CONTROl COPY 
./ 

McClelland sends following for WRB attention. 

This refers to pril 22 telegram No. 1405 from 

Department. 

Your greetings and the cont14enoe placed in ~e 

by Board's nomination are sincerely appreciated. 

Although practical possibilities are distinctly 

limiten as regards refugee rescue work from Switzerland 

I will do a~l in my power to forward aims of the Board. 

Continued assistance to reliable relief organizations 

is recommended, and as initial step of great practical 

"1niportance in this directio~it would be helpful to 

1 enable them to receive their funds for use in occupied 

(territories regularly at official rate of exchange • 

It possible all publicity should be avoided and only 

in strictest confidence should reports concerning 

progress and plans of relief rescue operations be 

discussed with organizations in the United states. To 

certain extent publloity g1ven through u.s. press 

dispatches to my appointment has already oOillpromise>' 

a1d •hi® neutral au1!horit!es such as the InteJ,'llational 
. nEOLASSnnED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11•72 Red cross 
By, R. ;It Pl\!k~ Dat~ . SEP 1 3 1972 

------~-. """"~·''~~"\~fs.-'j-._,"~~~-• .,.,..cn-..-... ~·~· .... ·~·......-»-.;'1\1,,"''"-~ll'~~~'hl':"l:~ 

; . -~- I 



-_"}·,:~¥ 

i. 

Red Cross and Swiss authorities might be prepared to 

lend to refugee rescue operations from base in 

Switzerland. 

Fairly close contacts have been established 

w1 th -·~ituation of refugees of France. I also hope 

to send you shortly ~ reliable reports on Jewish 

situation and other endangered refugees of Hungary 

and northern Italy together With whatever suggestions ~ 

as to ~le ·steps concerning rescue or practical 

relief. However, I fear that very little·can be E' 

a~omplished from SWitzerland in oase of Hungary. 
~ >-

HARRISON 

- - I 
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OEP~lffl· ,,F fJF STATE 
·· UF 

liEF~~:, 

:lA059 ':!Wenty•·second 
fOR '.l.'li!E l!.liHST~l'L l'l.Gue 0.(111VJ;i'vtl'ifi~llc~<1!!'1g to 

r~n·~ r.•nl~ (IOY.If1<J.an"t th;,'l; you -..ill do cClmpotl!ln'i Job, "':u• 

R·~if'~ili'>:1 :uo,:;;r.:i "'Hl B<'.:9f,O!t't yeu to t'~all~at Gx'iamt, Pleas® 

Clo :'1Dt (:r·r;;p~~:at n.ot) ~: .. nsitat@ to m1o1ke treql.lilll't~ col!llllen1la and 

~!RE !GLl··~KG 

4/22/44 

HULL 
(GLIV) 



~- -~ ~-a~1Jcra\a.l~--.Of _Stattt~_--wJi~hlil&,Jtil~:~ i _,_--­

A~ .~inl.,gati:li~}ll~~> · .· •·• J. • ' •· c 

April ?~~/ l#L 
.. ::·-:.-.-' .,.,,,_L' 

• c~ >-.'~- • ;:.~:~ ·;_:· ll'UMllElt!. . <1.395 

~ . ~i •.• '·' 1:~Jt,~:;J.tl.~;: 
. P.otero.~o-t,Oi. i,t;.; •~ol: !o~~'>.i 1~ .•. 19.44..v'·· .. · -~ ~rkiah 

GC~Vemae•t -~···a:!.Na<lj>··a.oi;ochiJi''ll~wo~d,t'~t~e\i9~·r•q~e~~t 
• .- • - - • • "•' - • ,<"• ' • .~ • -_._ - - • -"---- r" .-._-- -., 

fo_Y.' 11~0 o~w t t'~;f t~ ,.· .......... ,T .•• ' 



YJIOMI !be ~rloan Minlater, Bera 

!rOI '·i !hll 9aoretal'7 of State,_ Waahi!IC\On 

DA'l'R: April 14, 1944 

In av.bdance tha followiag 1& a p!t.l'aphre&e of the npl;r 
of the &vln Fedal'al PolUloal Department dated April 13 to 
~ note dated April 7 which tranemltted the requeet of tbl 
Depanaent that in lta OWil llaM hUserlan4 laaedlate17 aupport 
the request of the Inta~t10Bal 114 Croee Comalttea to all 
belllgereDte for the at-hlp l!liLW.CI!fA11 aate aonllut. 

The PolUlfal DepartMDt, whtle .. prl7 llealring tha -
terla11aat1on of thft repreaentatlona whloh the Jntarnatlonal 
Comi"ee hall 11alle, will refniD fro• eupponlng thea in l!erlin 
bJ raaaon of tha deahlon oonoemtng the dallar caae of the 
'l'AIII, a 'l'urkhh at .... hlp, whloh tba Jelleral CaUiloll alloptell. 
'1'he nota of Aprll 12 eant to tha LIJa\ion of \be Vnltell Statal 
aniWel'lng lh oollll!lllllloaUon dated March 211u:pla1nl tbe reuon1 
for thla 4ecla1on. 

liT nubar ::!301 da\84 April 13 contained the aubetuce of 
tbe note referred to which val dated April 12. 

DCR:MPL 
4/00/44 

BARRI80!1 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Pnd<B Dute_stf_l 3 1972 

col lio•,, AbrahuaoD, All:dn, Bematailh Cohn, Nota, J'J'lallaan, Caaton, Hodel, LaU&bltD, 
Lt~~aer, Lwd'ol'lt, Mau, Mumon, Mark•• MoOortiaoko Palll, Pollak. J!a1DI1 Sarp;r, 1111\h,­
Bt&lldhh, Btwan, W.ln1tein, B. D. Vblt•• P•hle, ll1••· · 

-' 
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.. 
1'~ 1.4 f;:,l}.(pv;}.:n.~: '.i.~" -B FJ:~<;e in f\Y? t!!•"?l ¥a.r ~~fd1.~-~HJ 
'l~i':'·i.1 I ~-~·~-·:f;~ ·l~'o.;:- ~·i;iuiHt.e:· B·:-.·.:L' -~.n A:;:J'il.1.C 

L\.,. ?1.~.~~·· G-cla.z a~~ted rr~ t~" ?.,;til ·.1.3=·{•'J i-!.im ye~te:rday ctr:..:. 
~;::>.~~L·:t ,,,, e. ~l,·;~-~ 1.:~ "'L8-::l· Aft.<n· 6x-y1a~..::Yi.n:; t.te rolaticnsht~. ;:·~J 

:r.e 1l't?tl8Tl'.l GaVBTiilli·Y.1t u-.i~ Di~'tf' FC'linta ~ut that 
•• ~~"'!1 n. n ~:!:'!}:. tal-~nn -by lCR::· ::·:z.y ':: ~ f.1:.~1!le<r'·.e<t Bi· 

,~ •· ,, .... -,'87.·a~ na~'!.t£n1 e ';.e.~:.·?. .»..ncl t .. ~. t. :t t is !OWB·c·~:: 

't1.C:UH 5·> 
i;)J.a1.9G~ t.l"~fJ 

:~'~dql"'al JJov.err!.nwn~; ~;-·. &l:!!.Hll"6 i tt>clf that !.il 
·1,:·.}-;-';:':t:'lon "'~'ri.:'.J l>·3 COI~pl,··t~?ly GOU~i2t.,111t l:f't':,.h 

1·.-. -l_.e~ tins . i.":l_, • -- -.:..:-"· :- .. .._-:;. 7 !0 ~.1-=:h pm:·ticipa 
·:1'f.q t!·,0 L-:.· ··~·~;:. r.,. --!- 7 Nwex-

(~X:lliinad w1 th sy'Iul •-;-_ .. ,.: .: , :.~~ t;;;,r t~~c-.1. hy ::r..t:: .Y~d:Ol"2.\. .~fi.~-::·.:.._m~l·~. 
·rihlnh h.aa c:..-·noider~rl it ., ... ~ .. ~.= .th~' )c,;,mm.1.L~•!...::;.·5 .. :.P. i.n~e . .:'; ,;(.~ ,n-1ly 
ha-a be.f!Olt!E: c~nvlnoq.d. tl~at ita sup];!o:d; of 'tl'1t- reqnont for ~f~ 
.;.onduct foJ: the S S. TA_1U. ?ather than "'Ork :l.n tavor <Jf the 
(h~airad. P.la'J1 t voul.d impodo thg 9fforts of ICRC In eonclusiiln 
c1te nota stateg that the l!'·ea_,,·aJ. Department without naturally 
.-?ntor1.ng in.to any angagemsnt ilO!llli nert reft\aS to consid-er if su . .;.;'i.1 

be th11> r.ase g,.i berland B :paJ.•ticl.patiou in a joint gtep 1th1ch 
c-t.her noutr· 1 statee may a:ponta.'l.eousl;r decide to undortuko 1n 
this. matter for e:r.:clu!lively humani tartan !l!Ot:\ '-"" 

ln ord!ll' to l<ull;v explain the status which lCRC vtn a vh 
·t-o Federal Goverrunent enjoy, M:r- ?Hat Golaz tolcl. me ho was 
tolographiD.g Minister B~gman., 

DCR>lfi'L 
4/17/44 

·-
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~~aphrase of telegram No. 2004, March 30, 
Borue t 

3 p.m., from 

' Ja nave sent ~he ..:'ollowin~; telegram to li.adrid: 

;;·1 ~h reference to your ;:a.roll ::7, (l p.m. 
1 

classes 
o,;; :lo.ru.,~oes described below will be- allowed to enter 
Switzerland: 

• ull ~ical .:-ofugees ( these '-!nJe1•s tood to be dei' lnod 
as fucltivos who are subject iv.dividutllly tl) arros1; or 
impriaor:mont because or poll tical beliefs) 

1 
escaped 

lJI'isoners of' war, deserters, Swiss '1overnment usually 
does not turn down helpless 1nd1 vidual a (children under 
six and parents acco:Jt,;H•nylnc~ L;tem, ~,)regnant wmnen, the !lick, 
the aced and close relatives of :Jwiss nationills. In -
so-called "heartbreak" cases humane discretion is 
ex~>rclsed, 

?.iajority or z•efu£eea enter secretly, Refusals 
are pi•ouably leas than munber of entrants, Since 
Au~r.ua t 1, 1942 rofugoea allowed to en tar inoluded abo'" t 
100 deserters, 200 escaped 1Jl'lsonera of wa1• 

1 
700 French 

(Alae.tlon non-Jews) 1 200 l'ollah and other Aryans, 100 
Dutch non-Jews, 8000 of all nationalltitea (telegram to 
!Jepur tmon t, March 2, 1779) 

<iwisa pollee are ins true ted that persons deported 
be per;·tl t ted to ro turn to ootm try whence thtiy oame 

1 
same way they came Lo Switzerland, that ls _aecretely, 
to reduce risk oi' bo1r.c; cnu_~ht. 

Al>-J'/0 shoulc be C~l!!Sidorec! no confldenl;inl, 

tinder humane condi tiona 1 ad;ni tted refu;5oea fl.re 
legally in to rued pursuant Lo new federal dec1•eo of 
;,•arch 12 1 1943 (See our 1997, }!.arch 29

1 
not always in 

camps. If able-bod1ed1 they aro required to perform 
work of' general uaefuLlnoas, ""'hoir valuables are 
subject to sequestration to pay expense of upkeep 
and provide funds ror eventual emigration. 

R<'lpeatad to Department only. 

HARRISON 

·-
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 
!. 

NULJ3EH~ 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM CENT 

SECRETAiiY OF STATF;, WASHINGTON 
.( 

AMLEGATION, BERN 

MllRCH 24, 1944 

983 
X 

The message given below refers to your telegrarr. sof 

~arch 4 1 1944, nos. 1304 and 1321. 

With respect to paragraph number four of the sttr:nbuch.o. 

Rubinfield-Rosenbunm reports contained in your cable no. 1321
1 

you are informed that the confidential statements r"ade in that 

report are not necessarily inconsistent with the Swiss Govern-

llie.nt 's official statement contained in your cable no. 1304. 

The interpretation which the Swiss authorities, including the 

Swiss Department of Foreign Police, placed on the phrase 
I . 

"political refugees" and the persons considered in such 

category by those authorities would seem to be the pertinent 

·consideration. We suggest that the appropriate Swiss Govern-

ment officials be approached to determine as definitely as 

possible the extent to which the Swiss authorities, including 

the border guards and cantonal police, the Swiss Foreign Police 

Department and any other authorities concerned,consider the 
I • 

following as j)Olitical refugees: one, stateless Jews, includ­

ing those of military age; two, nationals of the United Nations 

countries now occupied by the Germans who are of Jewish descent; 

'three, nationals of German satellite countries who are of 

Jewish descent; and four, nationals in general of the United 

Nations countries now occupied by Germany. 

The 



.. c 

-2-

The many problems with which Switzerland has had to con-

tend, as mentioned in your 1304 1 are appreciated by this 

Governmeht but it believes that persons falling within all 

four of the categories 'lllentioned above should, prima facie,'~~ 
l ~~~i 

be considered political refugees and as such should be afforded, 

after required security checks, tempnary refuge without con­

sidering ,whether they have close relatives living in Switzerland 

and without regard to age or sex. You may determine to what 

extent the foregoing should be communicated to the Swiss after 

considering the replies to the specific inquirie~ set forth 

above1 y01 . .&ecieve from the Government of Switzerland. 
J>,..,.,"r 

We suggest that you may desire to ~P&~~t to the Swiss 

Government's attention the fact that the Jewish people of 

Europe are refugees because of Germany's political action and 

the political action of her satellites and that therefore they 

~re political refugees in every sense of the term. 

It is requested that you inform the Department of such 

views as the Swiss Government might express regarding the matter 

under reference and of any developments resulting from your 

negotiations with the Swiss Government. 

HULL 



!larch 81, 1944 

2:22 p.m. 

Tea Mr. Stett1niue 

From1 J. w. Pohle 

Attention! Mr. George Warren 

I would appreciate it 1f the annexed cable were tranamitted 

to Minister Harrison, Bern, ae promptlf as poeaible, 

(Bisned J, 1, PelUe 

LBL~~er1ale 3/2l/44 . '[.~-"-r 
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!'IWPOSED CABLE TO BERN 

Reference your 1304 and 1321, March 4, 1944. 

The official statement of the Swiea government as contained in your 
1304 is not necessarily inconsistent with the statements made con­
fidential in parp.graph numbered four of the Sternbuch-Rubint'eld.•Rosenbaum 
report oontainedt,in your 1321. The question appearll to be the inter­
~retation which the Swiss authorities, including the Swiss Foreign Pollee 
Department, place on the phraee QUGrB political rerugees UNQUOTE and 
the persons Whom such authorities consider as being in that category, 
The Department therefore suggests that you approach appropriate officials 
of the Swiss government tor the purpose of aecertainin~ as specifically 
aG ;ossible the extent to which the Swiss authorities 1nolud1ng the 
Swiss Foreign Police Department, border guards and cantonal police etcetera, 
consider the following as political refUgees& (1) Statelees Jewef (2) 
Jewieh nationals of United Nations Dow occupied U,y the OermansJ (3) 
Jewieh nationals of Germany and her eatellitesJ and (4) nationa.le, 
generally, of United Nations Dow oooupied bf the Germans. 

While thill Governaent appreo1atee the many problems confronting 
Switzerland as outlined in your 1304, it believes that persone in &ll 
four of the above enumerated classes ehould be prima faoie oonaldered 
political refugees and should be ai'forded1 attar appropriate eaourity 
checks, temporary refuge as political ref'upee without regard to ap or 
sex or whether the,r have oloea relatives in Swit1erland. To the extent 
that it may be appropriate in the light of the responses you receive trom 
the Swiss authorities to the opecific inquiries indicated above, you 
should communicate the foregoing to thea, 

You may also wieh to point out that it is bf reason of 0e1'111SD1 1 s 
political action and the political action of her satellites that the Jews 
of Europe are refugees and that ae a coneequenoo they are political refugeee 
in every real sense of the te1'!11, 

Please advise the Department of any views expressed b,y the Swiss and 
of ~ developments arising from your approaches in this connection. 

LSLesseraals 3/21/44 
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ain£1. a 
'fnf.G t&~t that yt'Ht h.~~-~ Ttad t-t.l=rp:tt~•a-ll::!t'l).-; ·dt!.~c-u.att '-m.l~i.olUl 

'&>.~U~l.8l f·r-~-;m. OM {.:'f J::·~t;.l"·t_<; :·d· td-1~0 ~i-(f't-~:nlfnl}nttA r;f l.{tt~l81-!--'i'i3-, 

· __ •. }.!:~tYJ.i:a .. ·mui 'ff~a.:cy a!'ld the:t ',j'IX!:.'!t. }~Vt) ObAIUl<!>lt. 'f:,bJ:·rof_b. Uhioh 

,::-;_3·~3M..·§:W~ u:ru1 ba cr.m.va~r>r.d. ·t-v CI)4'1 G>l' £trr-o of th£1'1141\ Go"f'Ol~m;1;ntrJ 
~I! =-orr! in ntin.d. 13y t.}j-'l :04)'pn:'d,mr.rnt 

Jr .. }.n~t?."'U.~\;. rJT... t.o f)-1,);1~-i,~· (0-l'UU.gh ~w-~ch. c:h&nn.ol~ to t.ha 
: -n , •};::;,;....·. '' 1, ~ ot 1iU.liii>l' 1a ,, Jtmr""r<i•'· ,_,,d liU~l@'<Ty , or any of 
t\~oa t•; -,':lioh ya-a, h.r.v11 tiMh iUlORa•l. tho following informs.tion: 

;t tho prement Uma the Go·vo:rnii!J&nt of tho UnitGd Stat<Jfi 
1.~ """'~";; that <-hn" Governments an1 Jl'IU"IIJI'ling pngram1 of pa:r--­
"''ca'lhJ.5 thq,ir JGI!lhh m1noritho ,._ud re1'ugecm of a1Jh0r nat1on-
r.L ;. ;_a~ who haYe IHUlaped into thiOi:r territoUe~ The par-~ 
~cK<ctHon aonuists among other fcrma l.n mGnding mch rd'uge1111 
-,,,..i""".d the bordore o£ ~heir own ooo.ntriea 1nllo Ptlla:nd vhero 
'•b.!!Y unda.rgo va:rioua fol'llla o:f cruelty and wen de!t.th, dictated 
1:>y ll'ad ll&g&nel'a67, StUl awther form of pe:reeout1on COIP 

oieh in pr~nUnc the re~u frcm !ill«a.pin~~: to neutral 
oc=trieo whore their livu JJJJ3.7 b., ..a,ved. 

'lb.$ GoTel'lllll8llt of tl'-9 UnHed i'!tat1111 h detormillfJd to 
do .,verything it can to raaauo mwh uni'brtullahl!l who are in 
cl.ailpr of loaing the!r Una and to ti nd for_ them havena 
of r0f\>ge. ADw oontiuuation by theee Governments of the 
azeaution of thoDe polioiea of Ritlerito per•GGUtions 1o 
vietnd with grcmt iJoriouallliiiU 'b;r thh Government and will b!l 
kept in mind, 'l'llo PreeUent, 1n eetablilh1ng the War Refugee 
~oardo rcaontly roatate! un~ivooabl7 the poo1t1on of the 
Uni tri Silatea GO'Ver:amont in this mathr" (»apartment' e oable 
to :n.rn of .l'amlll.:cy 25, 1944 Noo 20l)o The G-oVctlL'llllUIIlt of the 
Unitri Silah11 takes the view that thue GOTel'l1lll&nh, au vell 
as their ~ordinates a~ functionarlea, aro tul!T roeponl1)le 
for the aotiona of paraeoutiun oomm1tte4 on their terr1tor1•• 
anA in the intereata of humani'7 the,,should dGslet lmme41atel;r" 

DECLASSIFIED 
Btate Dept. Letter. l· sE'P 1 a 1972 

By R. H. Parks Date-



/ 
/ti~ 

/ • 
f: 
'!' 

~~:;'':;.~l ~~,,~"~"~!l.!:ti i~!":: !~n!:g:h:!" ~~:n r!~!;~":i ' 
$UQ);)_ 0"\}ptJl'tltl'.!lt\Wa &; 1M!¥ );,., ;J.V!li],;,Dj_~ to t.h<Jlq c0<': allow r~ 
-f~4~f?!:&:t t\i {l~part aoarose th<Jir bcr"t1~·;,:,~ 5.n.~t~ t~;~~--·.: ;:.or:d.otJ o:t 
::uq :_rf>..:::~t'e..l. countries wh:l0b. J.jo,;r b.:, -~·, .. :>':fpi.<..T~d tj- ~~ 'Jtt~·i.Yfi them 

X~ru. ~':t"' r~qu.oat<Jd to t:.r.r to a.a~<>rtaill thllli!.\W">. app!:'opriat" 
ohnnnr.h that th<> GovalZ!lli!&I!.tllJ ill. quosticll ha>'" r~Hll.VGd tho 
!lllbf!ltaru:e of thh <iUIIIMI&Oo and· thtt :\"t'J~\ltG Clf tlHJ ropros®t& 
t.iona .. if at::;r 

c.~. :'l'i._'Th::~··. q_;: .. ? ~-£:t\ f<;:I-p-t</!,_'f,~.:.~ t,;-.' c:;~;\.J'\1 :t(l}' 
a.1. ~'-·fi-q--;.c :!~o:r·j_e;\ :.-: t,:tf,_ :;{., -:."'.'t·>l:r. ;.tt.l,l(l:tt fli~l l.n~-~-~-:-. 

th!r 1F.~.09~ltrttg!1_-~ .'$ -(~.b~~;-<"1 Ji:on S;'8 !J~1 .1?-Ud }.'!'f l'iHlpt-~t > :~ 

cos IIi so Ohau.neey( Beo 'y) ., Afro Cohn, IUoa Hodel, lfha llau,gb.l.in., lleaors. 
Abrahameon0 Akz1n, Bernetein, DUBo1e, 1r1odman, Gaaton, Leeoer, 
Lux:tord, llann, Hc0ol11!Bok, Paul, Pollak, llains, Standish, 
Stewart, Ho Do White, Mr. ·Pehle 0 Illes" 

·-
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CONTROL COPY 
P AliAPHRASE OJ' fELEGHAM REOll:lVED 

American LegaUoa, llel'J1 

TO: 

D.A!l'ED: IIN'oh 4, 1944 

NUMBER: 1303 -Beferenoe rq hleg:ram No. 941 J'ebl'WU';v 15, 

A repl;y has Just been reoe1ved fnm PUet Golas, 4ahd 

Maroh 2, in anawer to the letter I addJ'eaeed to him on J'eb­

:I"Ual7 2. with e.1de memllire 1ntQI'IIIiD8 hla at the 't'aluat1on 

of the wv refugee board aDd poliq a a · eet forth 111 ~-

1118ri.t 1 e oiroulal' telegJ'&m 261 JanuAzo-, 25, aDd .... of wh1oh 

follows ln rq 1304, Maroh 4. 

See rq teleg:ram '1262, November 19, for \ext of note 

verbale of Nowllber 16 referred to 1n the aeoond pu8Bl'&Ph 

ot Swiss note of IIN'oh a. 

JWUilSOI 

ooa aeo,.. (or1a. ), *•"•· Abnuoa, liiD•\•lll, Oohn, Du.Bo11 (2), l'rlltdllaD, 
Ga1ton, Ho4111 J.au&bl1n, :Lee••~"• laadel'll; lll<lmt lfoOonaok, Paul,. Pehle, Poll* 
stnan, B.D. WhUe, :ru.. · 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R: H. Parks Date~ 3 1972 .. 
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Sl'G-242 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrased beforE bEinG 
colmnnnico.tEd to anyonE 
othEr th2.n a GovErnmEnt 
a;;cncy. (3R) 

SEcrEtnry of StatE 

':Jashington 

1304, l:iarch 4, 9 a.m. 

I 
I 

BErn .' f /.-

DC\tEd Ilarch 4, 1944 

REc'd. 1:36 p.m. 

L-"'?".""''', 
"Uy dEar MinistEr, by lEttEr of FEbruary 2, you 

kindly inforlJEd n1E nf thE dEcision of t~E PrEsidEnt 

of thE UnitEd St.C\tEs to crEatE an intEr-dEpartmEntal 

board .fo:> rEfugEE quEstions. At thE S3J::-iE timE Jrou 

aclvis Ed mE of' ~{our c.:-ovErn:-!Ent 's purr·osE:J in this 

mattEr <L1Ll you (*) L,JE to r1:1at E:t:::tEnt -'c~-..c Sniss 

Govcrnncnt would bE rEady to collaboratE.in t~z 

reliEf work contEmplatEd by thE GovErnmEnt of thE 

UnitEd StntEs. Finally·, you o.sl:: for an:r suc;.:_~Esticns 

ConcErning thE contribution of SwitzErland to 

thE solution of the problEm, you erE awarE, I bE-

liEV£ 1 of our ~ast and prEsEnt Efforts. ~;E havE kEpt 

you rqcularly 1:1: or<>JEd in this rEspEct. I mRy t:1Ero:-

forE bE briEf on tl is point morE so as thE political 
npt E 

('!) in itsfVErbalE of ;>ovEmbEr 16 last statEd VEry· 

Exactly, for t:1o: inforr.<otion of your GovErnn;Ent,thE 

mannEr in 



_,. 

-2-#1304, Harch 4, 9 a ,m,, i'roel BErn 

mannEr in which thE problEm of rEfugEES and intErnEEs, 
! 

JEHS land no:>JEns, prEsEnts itsElf for SnitzErland.-

I shull, thErEforE, rEstr:i_ct liJ~rsElf to spEcifying 

thnt, according to thE latEst statistics out of 

70,500 rEfugEEs and intErnEEs of all catEGoriEs in 

SwitzErland at thE bEginning of 1944, about 53,000 

of· nhich 22,000 arE JEVJS, fall approximatEly r. i thin thE 

classificc,tion of pEr.sons rEfErrEd to in your inquiry. 

This bEing said, I must rEmind you that notHith-

standing thE r;rEat dEsirE of our population that our 

county ~E rEcEptivE and hospitGblE, our ~uthoritiEs 

havE had to tdcE into accout"!t thE rislc to our sEcurity 

/0~ .... '~ .... ,,.· n·· ~ _!. 1-1-<-1 _t_, __ _. t:l£\SsivE unchEckEd influx of forElcnErs, 

possibly containing undEsirablE ElEmEnts and ;:;ls o 

rEqnirEniEnts of n::ltional dEfEnsE particularly in 

cErt::lin rEgions. SEcu.rity of S17itzErland in thE long 

run is also sEcurity of thosE r:ho havE takEn rEfugE thErE, 

Apart from pErsons nith militar:~' status, 

S•.JitzErland, "s is. lcnonn non, adn:>. ts into its tErritory 

as far as circur.Jst:lncEs pErmi.t in particular: poll t icn l 
~ 

sic:;: pEoplE and prEgnnnt _r1~ll1~n, acEd pErsons 

OVEr 65 and thEir vivEs or husbands, infants or VEry 

young pEoplE; )Ersons ·.ith closE rElativEs in 

SnitzErland;. finally, th£ nomEn Eho havE lost thEir 

Sniss 
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--4:oM {1304, :.~o.rc~1 4, 9 n.m. - fr,om DErn 

~ 
prEsEnt situ:}ticn and Econonic fc>.turE of o·.1r popul:}tion .. 'II 

rnc'L1s for mE to touch on thE last rnrncraph of your 

o.idE mEmoirE. You 1.7ill not bE surprisEd--through 

obsErvatLm ::end kno;•lEd[E of our pr::lcticEs ovEr 

sEvEr~l yE~rs-- 3nd it vill cErt3inl~ bE undErstood in 

vEry· no.tl_!.rE of its st::>ict DEE~r~lit:- cnn::ot 2.ssoci['.tE 

itsElf foronlly ~ith initiativEs of ~Elli[ErEnt 

c··ovErm;Ents. ;··IaintElnncE of this :::ttitudE, far fron 

hin~Ering its EffEctivE activit~ :.1nd uhilE propErly 

sl}Ea.kin£ not constitutir:c [1, ~t'.li•1g factor, doEs, on thE 

contrary, tEnd at lE01st to rEi.nforcE thE posii:i->n 

• uhErEby SuitzErlnnd is still :.1blE, in thE hEart of 

EuropE, to continuE its contribut~on to practical 

accomplishmEnts in thE fiEld of rEliEf to war vict!.ns .• 

\'IE could not find " bEttEr mEdi,un than you to 

Explain to thE ;,mEricon GovErnmmt th::1t vA-1ilE r:E orE 

o.~1xious to pErsEVErE nlonc thE l::.nEs Y.rE h~J.VE ti'::.cEd 

for oursElVEs cwd to continuE to civ:: thE crE:e tEst 

Ef'i'EC t 



j 
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EffEct n5_t~.:i~1 our tlE8.ns, limitEd, of coursE, b:r 

Ezisting circut,;st::-~ncEs and our prEsEnt statE_, to t~:.E 

f'EElin~s of human solidarity uhich anit;:~:JtE tllE Suiss 

pEoplE, our 3ctiviti£s t1ust r~Main indEpEndE~t and 

G.'J.to:-Jo:,1oL":..s. Tho.t is thE rEo.son rrhy riE c:rE alr::::.'s 

~!1Xious to nvoid havinG rE liEi' nb.ich ,_-:£ GiVE l~ErE or 

thErE f'roc bEcomin'3 n subjEct of' controvErs:: bEtnEEn 

bElligErEnts. 

It is l1ardly ~Eccssc,ry to G.ss-_trE you tl-:-:t in thE 

futurE 2s in thE past wE shall bE rE~dy to Ex~minE 

in Q spirit imbuE·d witt;.. prac ~icnl rEnlisr.1 a.s r:E ll as 

syrr:pothEtic undErst[\ndint:;, t~.->.E spEcific C3SEs in which 

our COO!}Er:.. tion h12y bE jUd{;Ed CO!':'lpo.tiblE y;i tl-.:. thE 

principlEs mE:-Jticn Ed abovE. f T'hus as you !:IrE m·tnrE in 

complinncE with a rEquEst f'roN thE intEr-govErnm~ntnl 

COJjnJittEE at Lon~on inspirEd by thE ~InEricnn ~Gd 

~rEnch nt;_thoritiEs D.t Vicb.~· rEe..:-.rdinc t~lE possi.bilit~r 

o.f o~Jtn5_ning EI11i[;ration l-;Ermits .for childrr:n of' rt:f'-l['EEs 

I r~is!'l to add tl1nt it rioHld ')E nsEf'ul to us to bE 

kEpt 

1 
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]{Ept infon::Ed of thE l·1E QSUrE S ril~ic h ·:;i 11 bE kkEn Q S 

2 rEsult of thE rEcEnt dEcisions of thE PrEsidEnt of 

thE !JnitEd St::ltEs". 

:n.o 
HTH 

!( 
! 
I 



P 1\RAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REX:EIVED 

FROM: A!.!ERICH! LEGATION, BERN 

TO: S:EX:RETARY OF STATE! WASHINGTO!l 

DATED: KlillCH t. 1944 

NUMBER: 

1. (BEGIU) Snow and cold have greatly increased the rescue 

work begun recently. Have transmitted to Rabbie Nitra and 

Satmar 35,000 Swiss francs to date, also to persons in Budapest, 

where action controlled by orthodox personalities. Cooperation 

by all. Results will be communicated to both you and the Lega-

tion at llern. 

2. It is now very difficult to reach Palestine through 

< Turkey. Conditions in Turkey are terrible and the cost of pel\0 

mits for transit Turkey enormous. Each week only eight p3rro ns 

admitted for transit, Consequently, men in Slovakia and 

Hungary with certificates cannot leave and must remain in hiding. 

In connection with this matter Rabbis Herzog and Doctor Eliasch 

are staying in Istanbul. In order to secure greater relief or 

free transit to all holders of Palestine certificates who do 

not intend to remain in Turkey we request that endeavor be made 

to intervene with Turkish Government. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Btata Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By B. H. Parks Date Sfp 1 3 1972 
3, Deportations 
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3, Deport~tions recently occurreQ from Belgiun, France 

auQ HollanQ of persons in hiQing who might have reached 

Switzerland if funds haQ been at hand, Everyday we get appeals 
f 

from such pefsons many starving in their places of hiding. 

Among Belgium and French reftige·es in America, :olease institute 

big movement in their favor. Delay tilreatens them with 

deportation East beyonQ the possi~ity of rescue. For refugees 

in these countries may we use funds made available to usf 

4. The possibility of refugees 

from Belgium, France anQ Holland to enter Switzerland limited 

only to elderly men over sixty, women with monor children or 

those who may have relatives in Switzerland. In accordance with 

order of t!1e Swiss Foreign Police Department, other categories 

such as younger men are prohibited entry at the frontier and are 

rejedted without hearing re~dless of the consequences to be 

driven to death, In order to initiate an intervention such 

refugees are not even allowed to telephone to their acquaintances. 

To imagine what such treatment means for men who after facing 

even death to attain Swiss territory find themselves there re-

fuseQ is not Qifficult. 

Recently for the above reasons very few refugees from 

France or Belgium have tried to enter Switzerland, It would 

be of great importance to influence the Swiss Government to 

admit persecuted Jews fleeing from Nazis or political refugees. 

Several months ago the Nunciature Apostolique at Bern, with 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. R. Parke Dnt~ 3 1972 
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'I' 

whom we have excellent relations and who has long been helpful 

to us at our request intervened for Vatican with Swiss Gover~ 

ment. At that time facilities were granted, but refusals co~ 

tinue in a quiet way and if the number of refugees again 

rises will increase. Signed! Sternbuch, Rubinfeld, Rosenbaum. 

(END) 

Please read ~ 1303 and 1304, of March 4, which contain 

official statement of Swi~s~vernment policy regarding the 

admission of refugees, in connection with thll statements made 

confidential in paragraph numbered four above. 

HARRISON 
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FHOI>i: 

TO a 

DATED: 

NUMBERs 

~·~~~~ 
{~~)~ 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED~ 
AMfilliCAN I..1:GATION 1 BERN 

SECRETAHY OF STATE, WASHINGTON 

·t MARCH 4 1 1944 

1321 
Y. 

•• 

Reference your 341, February 2. 

Comprising the substance of report by Sternbuch, Rubinfeld
1 

and Rosenbaum pleaS4hinform1 in your discretion, the Vaad 

Hahatzala Emerge~cy Committee of the followinga 
.f., 

l. (BEGIN) Snow and cold have greatly increased the rescue 

work begun recently. Have transmitted to Rabbis Nitra and 

Satmar 351000 Swiss francs to date, also to persons in Budapest, 

where action controlled by orthodox personalities. Cooperation 

by all. nesults will be communicated to both you and the Lega-

tion at Bern. 

2. It is now very difficult to reach Palestine through 

Turkey. Conditions in Turkey are terrible and the cost of per­

mits for transit Turkey enormous. Eaoh week only eight persons 

admitted for transit.· Consequently, men in Slovakia and 

Hungary with certificates cannot leave and must remain in-hiding. 

In connection with thi$fuatter Rabbis Herzog and Doctor Eliaaoh 

are staying in Istanbul. In order to secure greater relief or 

free transit to all holders of Palestine certificates who do 

not intend to remain in Turkey we ~equest that endeavor be.made 

to intervene with Turkish Government. 

DECLASSIFIED 3 • State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 Deportation• 
-By R. H. Parks Dnto SEP 1 3 1972 
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3• Deportations recently occurred from Belgium, France 

and Holland of persons in hiding who might. have reached 

Switzerland ~ funds had been at hand. Everyday we get appeals 

from such persons many starving 1n their places of hiding. • 

Among Belgium and French refugees in America, please institute 

big movement in their favor. Delay threatens them with 

deportation East beyond the possibility of rescue, For refugees 

in these countries may we use funds made available to us? 

The possibility of refugees 

trom Belgium, France and Helland to enter Bwit•erland limited 

only to elderly men over sixty, women with minor children or 

those who may have relatives in Switzerland. In accordance wit.h 

order of the Swiss Foreign Police Department, .other. categories 

such as younger men are prohibited entry at the fronUer and are 

rejected without hearing regardless of the consequences to be 

driven to ·death. In order to initiate an interventdon.such 

refugees are not even allowed to telephone to their ac~tanoes. 

To imagine what such treatment means for men who after facing 

even death to attain Swiss territory find themselves there re­

fused is not difficult. 

Recently for the above reasons very few refugees from 

France or Belgium have tried to enter Switzerland. It would 

be of great importance to in~enoe the SWiss Government to 

admit persecuted Jews fleains from Nazis or political refuge••• 

Several months ago the Nuno1ature Apostolique at Bern, wlth 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11· 7 2 

SEP 13 1972 By R. lL Parks Date __ 

who Ill 
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whom we have excellent relations and wh9 has long been helpful 

ot us at our request intervened for Vatican with Swiss Govern­

ment. At t~ut time facilities were granted, but refusals con-., . 

tinue in a quiet way and if the number of refugees again 
• Sternbuch, Rubinfeld 1 Rosenbaum. rises will increase. SigQed& 

(END) 

Please read my 1303 and 1304 1 of March 4 1 which contain 

official statement of Swiss Government policy regarding the 

admission ·of refugees, ·1n 01mneotion with the statements m~de 

confidential in paragraph numbered four above. 

HARRISON 



Executive Office of the ~-J·esident 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

FROM: ... 1fo S.ewan 

TO: __ Mr. Pehle 

__ Mr. Abrahamson __ Mrs. B. King 

_____ Miss Alexander 

~.~eta 
__ Mr. DuBois 

__ Mr. Friedman 

-.Mo.~ 

__ Mr. McCormack 

____ Mr. Murphy 

__ Mr. -Parke 

- ... 1Ji!l1..k 
--"-·~· 

__ Miss Laughlin 
_____ Mr. 

Lesser 
__ Mr. Luxford 

__ Mr. Mann 

--Mr. Marks ... tblsUu __ Mr. Stewart 

__ Mrs. Taylor 

Mrs. Towler 

__ Mr. White••••• 
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CONTR~a. COPY 
LC - 439 Bern 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental 
agenc~. (BR) 

Dated February 24, 1944 

·~ 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
,_ 

1130, Februar, 24, 6 p.m. 
Legation's 980 Februa~ 17. 

Rec'd 9:55p.m. 

Newly formed Swiss refugee advisorJ commission 
met for the first time on February 23 under chairman­
ship of Federal Councilor van Steiger Chief of Federal 
Department of Justice and Police. Its 65 members all 
Swiss include representatives of federal military and 
civil agencies concerned with refugee problems several 
members of Parliament and representatives of some 30 
odd refugee and other relief societies: Swiss Red Cross, 
International Red Cross Committee, Swiss Protestant 
Catholic Jewish and Qpaker organizations children and 
students aid societies, also Swiss organizations 
concerned especially with relief of Italian, French 
refugees and representatives of Swiss trades-union 
council. 

Commission is expected to serve in coordinating 
refugee work of official semi-official and private 
organizations, submit well considered suggestions to 
responsible authorities and to deal in first instance 
with any specific local criticisms of treatment of 
refugees in Switzerland or of governmental refugee 
policy. Subcommittees are to be set up: One dealing 
~ith juridical and disciplinary questions; second with 
questions of nourishment, lodging, clothing of refugees; 
taird with questions of education and recreation. 
Fourth subcommittee may later be named to consider post­
war repatriation or overseas settlement problems. 

GAZETTE DE SAUSAlt[E this morning forecasts that 
"This new instituation will render consideiiable service 
both to refugees and to authorities responsible for 
welfare of 70,000 refugees already in Switzerland." 

HARRISON 

WSB 

j'/ 
I / 

I ----· _:.­.,. 
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EJE-3'1'9 r 
Thie telegram1must be 
paraphrased beTore being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental 
agency. (ER) 

Secretary of State, 

Vla~hington. 

980, February 17, 10 a.m. 
'r 

CONTROL COPY 

Bern 

Dated February 17, 1944 

Rec'd 4:55 p.m. 

It ie officially annoQ~ced that Federal Councilor 

Von 1Steiger, Chief Federal Deuartment of Justice end Police, 
J 

is forming consultative committee of SwieP interested in 

refugee<problem~ which will convene for firPt time on 

FebruPry 23 and thereafter monthly v•ith object of advising 

Government on proposals from various sources in regard to 

refugee m~tterR, Small working eubcow~ittee to be appointed, 

Committee I understand will consist of 30 to 40 members 

including rePponsible civiliBn and military officials con-

cerned with ~uch matters, representetivee of refugee aid 

societies and several member~ of Parliament. 

HARRISON 

EJH 



,. 

FROM: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

American Legation; Bern 

TO : ~ Secretary of state, Washington 

DATED: February 15, 1944 

NUMBER: 941 

Department's telegram dated February 11, 1944, No. 

459, is referred to herewith. 

Gi~en below is a preliminary answer to questions in 

the Department's telegram of January 25, 1944, No. 251. 

1. A reply is being awaited by this Legation to the 

communication to the Swiss Foreign Office regarding War Re­

fugee Board to whioh reference is made in my telegram of 

January 31 1 1944 1 No. &24. Also, I am «Waiting for a reaction 

to-my note of February 5 1 1944 (supported by British Legation's 

cono~ring note) concerning burden on resources of SWitzerland' 
' 

of oara of refugees (see Department's telegram of January 20, 

1944 1 No. l901;:and also we are waiting for a reply to joint 

representations made on 9th of February oonoerning Swiss 

reception of oeleoted ohildre~from France, Belgium and other 

territories occupied by the Germans (see my cable of February 

10, 1944, No. 624~. Answers are also pending to messages 

forwarded by War Refugee Boar4 to International Red Orose 

Committee (Department's telegrams of January 27 and February 

9 1 1944, Noe. 279 and 437) regarding fund~ for relief opera­

tions for Jews and other pereeouted groupe expeo1ally in Rumania, 

·Hungary, Theresionetad'J Oroatia and Slovakia. 
DECLASSIFIED · 

State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 2 • Mo:r• than 
By R. H. Parks Date...stP--1 3 1972 . 
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2. More than 70,000 refugee~ have already been admit­

ted by Switzerland (70,493 as of January l according to pub­

lished figures). Please see my telegram dated October 2~, 

' 1943, No. &720, for comparison of estimate.of 53,000 in cate-

gories listed in Swiss Government's Ootober:bote. • 

' ' 3. Swiss Government's general polioy i~ dealing with 

refugee problem was set forth in my telegram of November 19, 

1943, No. 7262. The Swiss Government still makes it a prac­

tice to admit refugees in the following categories (see my 

telegram of March 30, 1943, No, 2004): political refugees 

(defined as fugitives subject individually to arrest or im­

prisonment for political beliefs); military dee&rters; es­

caped prisoners of war; physically helpless persons (sick per­

sons, pregnant women, aged persons, ohiidren and parents so­

companying children). A great majority enter clandestinely. 

In order to lessen risk of detection, fugitives not officially 

admitted are allowed to leave in the same manner in which they 

oross the frontier, i.e., olandestinoly. 

It is reported by ·the press that new entrants are ooming 

in at the rate of about 90 to 100 a night, the bulk of them 

from Italy; Among Italians the poroentage of Jews 1B Tery high. 

5. The following faotors seem to motivate the Swiss 

OoTernment~ reetriotion of entry ot non-swiss refugees, in 

addition to problem of lodging and feeding retugeee: tear ot 

giving encouragement to anti•Bemi\ieml high peroentage ot 

foreigners ln Switzerland, about 40o.ooo or 10 peroent of tho 

total population; ~he belief that the admission of an inoreaslns 

number 



number ot rfrtugees Who are enemies of the Nazi regime might 

compromise the neutrality of' the Swiss (indicated in the 

swiss Gfvernmsnt's November 16 note last quoted in my tele­

gram of November 19 mentioned above~. 

EVidently the furnishing of funds from abroad is less 

important than furnishing food and clothing for the refugees 

as indicated by the SWiss Oovernment•s and National Bank's 

disinclination to make Swiss francs generally available tor 

local purchases against blocked dollars on behalf of refugees. 

0.~~ile it was intimated by the Foreign Office in its 

November 16 note that financial "facilities" may become neces­

sary, it was stated that there was actual need for clothing 

and blankets and foodstuffs for refugees and that it was hoped 

that requests for license to purchase and transport replace-
J 

ment stocks ot clothing and food would be given sympathetic 

consideration by the American Government. 

7. Latest available information concerning condition 

of refugees in Axis and AXis occupied territory as received 

from informed sources has been provided continuously to the 

Department by the Leg£>tion. Thn Legation 1s giving its ad .. 

vice and aaaiatanoe to such pr1Yate organizations as the 

Unitarian Service Committee, tbe Joint Distribution Committee, 

World Jewish Oongress 1 and others in their attempt to orsan1ze 

and finance relief in European areas from SWitzerland as the 

oenter. Prosreaa has been made in seneral and I am pleased 

to report 



to report that federal a~thorities of switzerland have shown 

no disposition to be other than helpful in these respects. 
f 

' 
HARRISON 

1i 
I 
I 
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COP'fl OOllJAOll 
RJ 
'l'hle talegrl!m muet be m -·ephruol\ 
before betas oommuaicatft4 to anrone 
o\her tb,a a GoY•rnment asenGT• (JB) 

Ahli:RlCAII' L:;:OA'UCl!l 
ll~lm 

llooa 

1'!0 l 
De~taen\ hal rec~vet commen\a of Br1t1eh Goyermnon\ on PI'OpOaed coWBUBio~tloa ••• 

for\h 1n llapar\men\"lo :51')9, Deoebotr 17. Gertala IIGAlfiutlone '-,. lleeQ l>l'<>ll<>Ud llllll 
agreed to b7 »epartmeat aa4 IBA an4 rnhed ted it at followa, &" pan:phr1!18e of vhl6h 
ahDul4 be pre~8rel\ tor wmbalaalon in fora of a no\e \o Svlew fortliB OfflGel 

"The AlB«J'lCilll. alll\ llrl Ulh GovotruenU aft aware of lUll &redl;y anpeclate the s•n ...... u 
J"eceptloll ea\o~e4 by the Swtae Goverament to the 1...- number of refuceee'vbo haft 
ude thdr oy \o hlherlut: 'fh• time h anUcl1)8\e4 vhft theea retusaee lUI' be re! 
pa\riate4, an tile BrUhh aa4 llaUe4 lltBtee Goveruente will cooparate 1n ""17 Va.J to­
var4 \he eAhlevemea• of \bat end. Tb~ two gov@ram~ate are ooaeoleue of the burden upon 
SwisR reeoureee vhloh hal reeulte4 from the care of each retuceee0 ana will be gl.A \o 
ctve aympa\hetla aonol4eratton to ~ob propoeale ae fbe Uviee Oovarumeat mar vl~ to _.ke 
tow.rl\ eaeing the burden whioh euob care baa plao~ upoa the eooaom, of Swl\aerlaad. the 
llvlle Gov.,rnaellt mq be aei\U'et\ that the Oovnu•n•• of \be U.Uet Un&l\o• 11114 of the 
Unite« ~\~tee will ~·• at favora~la oonei4eratioa at -., ~ pWI'Gt,, .. \7 'he olroumttano•• 
to reoueete for the purobaae end &7-traoJ'dlaerf lmport through \he blockade of e4d1tlonal 
WUVP11ee af !Bod t~ffe and tox\1lae to relieve the ~r4en placed oa Svl•~ re~ouroee •• 
n oonoeQu~noe of •~~iatonoe ex\ende4 to retuaeea. Betarenoe it aa4e ln \hie ooaneotton 
to telegram 35}7 of October 15, from the Depart~•nt of S'ate \o the Aaertoan Leg~tlon at 
nern, la ¥b1oh Eenttoa wna made of the eym~thetlo attt\ude ln the Ualted S\etea on the 
J>AI't of varioue relief "~'1f'"llhaUonw and their t\edre to be nf a .. tlbue. 

~The Amerloea end Brttieh Oovernman\1 1ugga1t tha\ ~pportunl~ mar b~ taken of the 

t
tte<Boo~mle Delegation'• vlelt to Lenton to 4teouee·wt\h repreeeatatlvee of \h~ \vo 
ve~nm~n•• •D¥ tur\her ~ueetione in eoDDeo\lon with the ref8eGI prebl .. ¥hloh \be SviBI 
vernmen\ ~Y ~lab to ralwe.• 

Departm&nt ha• euaet•••a to Brttt1h Goy.rnment that elaaa aete ae revlee4 epeakt tor 

fv
h gov•rnm~nte, the nrltleb Utnleter ml«bt be lni,~O,I4 to lnto,._ Svlaa lnrel«ft Otflee 
\ hw eupport• 6UI' note rather than .u\atttlDc an l4ao\laal ao\e ln behalf of hl1 

Vlll'l\!1111>\o 

Note •hould no\ (rev-at not) be pr1aen\ad wattl ~ritlah Klnla,er, after bavlag reealvel 
l~••ruo\toae from hie covornaen,, .ball have 4leoueael\ matter vl'h Lega\loa. 

:Ell !.1t VD /t.-L/'JJ ( Cle.re4 vl\h Hr. Uaer, IIU. l/10/'4ll) 

-----­.... 1~·.,., ~ •·.· .. :: 

• i 
I 
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Treasury Department 

Division of Monetary Researc1. 

To: Jlr. White 

Froms E. u. Bernstein 

The ~rican am British Governments will 
ham a note to tho sWiss !l'oroign Office express­
ing appreciation for tha JQnerous reception 
given by tho SVias aovern1oont to refugees who 
have made their w~ to S'lfitaorland. Tho two 
govormnonts offer sympathetic consideration to 
proposals to ease the burden on Switzerland. 
Spooifioally, they may consent tg_ send food­
stuffs am textiles through the blockade. 
Tho etroot of thi.u note Will umoubtedly be to 
help furthBr transfers of retugess to Switzorlalli. 

MR. WHITE 
Branch 2058 - Room 2l4t 

:'( 
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C2t>ies _to:·- _ 
···-· ~ 

llr. Pehle­
llr. Luxford 
L!r. l>J.Bois 
Mr. Lesser 
1!r. Friec!Tnan 
Mr. E. 1!. Bernstein 
Uiss HOC!.ei 



PMAPHRASE OF TELE'RAM RECEIVED 

FROM! AMERICAN lEGATION, BERN 

TO: { Secretary ot State. Washington 

DATED: January 31, 1944 

NUMBER: 624 
X 

Referenoe Department's telegram no. 251, January 26. 

An explanation ot the policy expressed in the Presi­

dent's Exeoutlve Order re~est1ng a statement ·at extent 
~ 

to which Bw1ss Government •may be pre~red toAoperate in 

this vitally important matter" and any recommendatt.ons tJ:Ie 
/ 

Swiss Government m&7 otter as to what the United States 

Government oan do to etteotuate rescue and relief ot y 
t1otims ot oppression with all possible rap1d1tJ is being 
~ / . 

oommun1o a ted to the Foreign Minister. 

( 

IUIIYD 
n•1111 FUIIDI IIIIIIIL 

IFfiCIDPnll 
AIIIITAI1' Tl nil~ 

FEB 8 1944 
"A.M. 1'!11 . P.M. 

BtateD~~~~~~ll-72 ,,ft,IIPI~I,I ''~'~'*'''' 
By R. H. Parks Dnte...s£E...1 3 1972. 
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COPY:DCR:AGH I TELEGRAM SENT 

This telegram mus )e 
paraphrased befo~e being 
communicated to anyone 
other than A Governmental 
agency. (BR) 

I .! 
AMEMBASSY:, 'i 

LONDON I. rES 

l. -COi;<,-

479 

January , 1944 

Noon 

Department and FEA agreeable to modification proposed by 

MEW (your 98, January 5) in message to be communicated to Swiss 

Government. 

As noted in Department's 7977, December 17, communication 

as originally drafted was sent to Bern for Legation's informa­

tion, but with instruction to take no action for time being. 

Department's original intention was that separate notes would be 

presented to the Swiss by each government, MEW revision, however, 

changes form of communication to that of a joint note. That is 

entirely agreeable to us and since Department has had to inform 

Bern as to MEW revisions, it is suggested that rather than to 

have the B~itish Legation submit an iden~ial note to the Swiss, 

British Foreign Office may wish to instruct British Ministe·r 

to inform Swiss Government that he supports note presented by 

American Legation which will speak for both governments. 

Legation at Bern has been furpished revised text as set 

forth your 98, but instructed to delay presentation of note 

until British Minister, after having received instructions from 

his government, spall have discussed matter with Legation. 

854.48/388 
SD:lSDK:HH l/ll/44 Eu EH vm A-A 

Clearned with Mr. Kiaer, FEAl/l0/44 

HULL 
<AAB). 
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2/4/44 
Copies to: 

lir. Pehle 
Mr. Luxford 
l.lr. DuBois 
Mr. Schmidt 
!Jr. Fox 
J.!iss Hodel 

Mr. 0 1 Flaherty 



COPY: DCR :AGH/ 

Secretary of State, 
Washington,'!' 

9f, Flfth 

"· PLAIN 
LONDON 
Dated January 5, 
Rec'd 9:55 p.m. 

1944 

We communicated to Foreign Office draft proposed in Department's 
7977, December 17, midnight, and have a reply dated January 4 proposing 
a modified draft as follows for which Department's approval is requested 
as soon as possible in order that Foreign Office may instruct British 
Minister at Bern to concert action with American Minister: 

"The American and British Governments are aware of and greatly 
appreciate the generous reception extended by the Swiss Government to 
the large number of re'"~ees who have ma.de their way to Switzerland. 
The time is anticipated when these refugee's may be repatriated, and 
the British and United States Governments will cooperate in every way 
toward the achievement of that end. The two governments are conscious 
of the burden upon Swiss resources which has resulted from the care of 
such refugees, and will be glad to give sympathetic consideration to 
such proposals as the Swiss Government may wish to make toward easing 
the burden which such care has placed upon the economy of Switzerland. 
The Swiss Government may be assured that the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and of the United States will give as favorable consideration 
as may be permitted by tne circumstances to requests for the purchase 
and extraordinary import through the blockade of additional supplies 
of food stuffs and textiles to relieve the burden placed on Swiss re­
sources as a consequence of assistance extended to refugees, Reference 
is made in this connection to telegram 2537 of October 15, from the 
Department of State to the American Legation at Bern, in which mention 
wa• made of the sympathetic attitude in the United States on the part 
of various relief organizations and their desire to be of assistance. 

The American and British Governments suggest that opportunity 
may be taken of the Swiss Economic Delegation's visit to London to 
discuss with representatives of the two governments any further 
questions in connection with the refugee problem which the Swiss 
Government may wish to raise." 

" WINANT 

JRL 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 

Miss Doherty, 

Treasury, FFC$ 

February 3, 1943 

The Deparment's message to Bern, 

no. 3159, dated December 1?, 1943, be-

gins: "Reference Legation's ?242, 

November 19. Following telegram has 

been sent to London. QUOTE (Here is 

repeated the Department's no. ?9?7 to 

London) UNQUOTE. No action should be 

taken pursuant to above message until 

British agreement is communicated to 

you by Embassy, London." 

DCR/G:GHKeatley:AGH 

attachment 
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TELEGR.iC 

Tld.s te:1egram must bE 
p8.l.•Cpl:J.•,>;~E:d b~:;t'Ol'E be:ing 
aon:runicut~::d to ~llyone: 
otllzc' than a Gove:rnm.e:ntal 
agr;n :y. {BR) 

79'"fT/ 

i';om :Ce""J~>l"tment P.n( F'EA. 

DEce:mbtr 17, 1D43 

:.Jidnight 

:3!des Fe<'ierPl Council deli verc>O on ;·'ove'l1be:r 16 a notP to 

th"t rc<luct:!.on 1n th~1r f>XPOTts mey CI'U~e un,.··nloyment Hhich 

•·ill ma:;e even more t111':"1cult their ai<'1 to r<:fupees. 

DepnrtmPnt nnd F'EA supr·eat thr:t the suoetr-nce of the i'ol-

lot,•inrr commun1cP.t1on be nreeent•il to the 5w1sr; authoritiee by 

the Dr1t1sh ar,r1 U.:J. Le<·atione: 

rucTi: Ttw Uni te1J S·;ntes Government is e~1are of ancl a:ppre-

c1atee rreatly thf' f'"tmro•ous recention ·~hich the SwisE~ Government 

hag eJctendec1 to the l:'f''"e> num;·.er o1' rei'uf'"eca t,tho hPve ma<iP. their 

1•my to 'hise tel'r1 tory. 'i'hia Cove:rnm,mt also loolHl for·prd to 

the t_ime >then theoe N•fup-ee!l m?y be r.o•;.,atr1ated and ''1111 len(l 

its cocneration in ever;1 feseible ,.ray to~·arc: the achievement of 

this end. 

'l'h1e Government !!..rnrecie.tes AlRo the burden upon SwisE! 

resources reaul tinf" fro:n the care of these refufl'ees a.nd v1ll 

be r:ln<J. to ('1 ve eymp!l. the tic consl<l Ara tion to such. Pl'0'"10BP la as 



• 
the IJtqi.,as ,.:ovPi'l'llilent m:1:• '·'113h to m~:-lu~ -,~\';b P. ,,,_,-•• -to ""d.!,F th£­

'i 

bU:r"""m Nhich the cn:;'e oi' tlleec J'('fuvt:rL har nlt'G·~·n on trw ~Pifl:> 

Fun•1" in subatanti"l Rmounte, con trilmt<>u J"or 1\weiP'n rell,~:~ • 

are available in thf> United 8-:;ptes :l.f tll.<> S•.;il'lR ~·overllm<"nt 

r1es:l.rea to ovail itself of this assietc-nc.-.. UJ·nucrL. 

the LefPtions in nern. 

Reuee ted to Bern for lnformP ticm. 

0\": ~DR:UlJ 1~-16-43 EH EG VD A·-I/B LA AA 
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~ Telegram Sent 

AMERICAN LEGATION, 

BERN, 

2537._ 

October 15, 1943 

The reported influx of refugees into Switzerland, both 

co 

"' 0 

"' co 
::0 
C1> escaped prisoners of war and fleeing civilians, has relulted i~ 

pressure in this country on the Government, Amcross, and other~ 

private relief organizations to send assistance to them, 

In order that proper consideration may be given to this 

matter, please inform Department by telegraph: 

C1> 
(D 

....... 
"' ()) 

~ 
1\j 

:<> 

(1) Number and nationality of refugees now estimated to be 

in Switzerland with separate figures as to escaped prisoners and 

civilian refugees, 

(2) Are escaped prisoners of war interned in camps for the 

duration and separated from civilians? 

(3) Are civilians confined to camps or at liberty? 

(4) How are needs of refugees met, that is, by Swiss 

Government, Swiss Red Cross, private relief agencies, or 

through combination of these methods? 

(5) Is assistance by American relief o,rganizations 

desired? If so, in what form and amounts? Through what 

Swiss agencies should such assistance, if desired, be channeled? 

(Please note that this is not a commitment but merely an inquiry 

at this stage.) 

SD:EDK:CRS:SS 

-- ----- -------
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Telegram Sent 

October 15, 1943 

AMERICAN LEGATION, 

BERN. 

2537 
The reported influx of refugees into Switzerland, both 

00 
~ 
0 

~ 
00 

~ 
~ 
~ escaped prisoners of war and fleeing civilians, has relulted ~ 

pressure in this country on the Government, Amcross, and other: 

private relief organizations to send assistance to them. 

In order that proper consideration may be given to this 

matter, please inform Department by telegraph: 

m 

" ~ m 
~ 
ro 
~ 

(1) Number and nationality of refugees now estimated to be 

in Switzerland with separate figures as to escaped prisoners and 

civilian refugees. 

(2) Are escaped prisoners of war interned in camps for-the 

duration and separated from civilians? 

(3) Are civilians confined to camps or at liberty? 

(4) How are needs of refugees met, that is, by Swiss 

Government, Swiss Red Cross, private relief agencies, or 

through combination of these methode? 

(5) Is assistance by American relief organizations 

desired? If so, in what form and amounts? Through what 

Swiss agencies should such assistance, if desired, be channeled? 

(Please note that this is not a commitment but merely an inquiry 

at this stage.) 

' SD:EDK1CRB:SS 
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- _______L 
MEMORANDUM CONCERNlll': TF..E FOSSIBIL!TY OF EMIGRATIQl; 

,/ -' 
FROM SWI'fZERLAND TO THE UNIT!p? STATES 

It would be of utmost value to relief organizations 

working in the refugee emigration field in Switzerland to receive 

some clarification from official American sources concerninc the 
..----· 

st~tu.s of refugees at present in Switzerland for whom U.S. L"llllligre.-

tion Visa Applications have been filed in ·,va.shington since the 
! beginnins of 1942 with regard to their eventual emigration to the 

United states. The need for such au thori ta ttve information grows ,._ 

daily nora ureen t as tlte possibility of the opening up of a prac­

tical exit route :fror:J Switzerland. increases. .Positive action in 

this respect by the Visa Division of the Department of State 

ni.::;ht also be of considerable _;:Jolitical significance in that it 

would cocstitute a first practical stej.J toward carryinc; out, within 

the limits of the existing u.s. Immigration Laws, the aim formu-

lated by the Anglo-American Refugee Conference at Bermuda to 

assist neutral countries which had granted asylum to large numbers 

of refugees. In this respect it should be emphasized that there 

are at yresent sone 20,000 foreign refugees in Switzerland, ex­

clusive of military internees, and their number is increasing 

almost dally. 

Between June and I>ovember of 1942 many refugees, who 

are at present in Switzerland, received notification through 

American Consulates ~1at advisory approval on their visa applioa-

tiona had been received from Washington. Many of these refugees 

were unable to leave France or Switzerland for the United States 

due, on the one hand, to the withdrawal of exit visas from France 

for all f'oreien Non-Aryans on July 21st. 1942, and, on the other 

hand, to the occupation of the former "Zo~e Libre" in France in 

early November of the same year which out off the transit route 

between Switzerland, Spain and Portugal. What will be the status 

of these persona with regard to reeeiving u.s. visas should it 

become practically possible for them. to get out of Switzarland 

~ within the next rew months? Since advisory approvals are in 
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principle only valid for six months after the date of' issuance it 

is of' paramount importance both to these emigrants as well as to 
_/ 

the relief' organiza tiona which hope to assis.t them the. t some reliablf 

information as to the procedure which will be adopted by the 

Department of' State in Washington be obtained. Several questions 

arise. iiha t, for instance, will be the extent of the examination or 

reexamination of' the applications and what time lapse is liable to 

be involved before such advisory approval can be renewed or given for 

tl1e first time to persons in Switzerland? Vfhat sort and degree of 

"Conf'irmatiQ}'l or reaffirmation" of' their sponsorship will be requireo 

of' the prospective imrnigran t 1 s original sponsors i.f, for exampl~ • 

1ni tial advisory approval dates baxk to July 1942? ¥1111 the applica-

tion as a whole be reexamined by the various boards or will the 

simple bringine up to date ol' the financial,proof' o.f property, etc. 

docu.monts suf'f'ice? .1111 the fact ti1at many rof'ugeos now in Swit-

zerland have had relatives, both cl -se and distant, deported since 

July 1942 prefudice the granting of an immigration visa to the re­

mainine; member or members o.f the family? iiill the Visa Division 

automaticlly begin examination of the applications o.r persons at 

present in Switzerland who had not yet received advisory approval up 

to November ll'l42, at which time the exanina tion ot' such applica tiona 

was suspended since ref'ugees no longer had any practical possibility 

of' leaving the cmmtry? .l.loes the Visa Division in Washington lmow 

which applicants are now in Switzerland, since many o.r them may have 

been in France w~1~~ their application was originally filed? Should 
' 

such cases be drawn to the Visa Division's attention by the U.S. 

Consulate 0eneral in ~urich? 

It is understood that emlfwan ts are regularly able to 

receive u.s. visas if' they are in Spain, Portugal or North Af'rica 

and leave f'or America9 Can it theref'ore be assumed that the procedw: 

of' granting visas inaugurated shortly af'tor the United States en try 

into the war will still be followed and will not undergo any radical 

changes? 
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There is now a rapidly growing number of refugee children 

under 16 years of age in Sfitzerlanf who have f{edhere from France. 

Belt;ium and Holland since the stU111!1er of 1942 in order to avoid depor· 

ta tion. !.~ore continue to arrive almost daily. 'I'o cite an immediate 

example. between the 9th and 18th. of September 1943 close to 500 

such refugee children crossed illegally into Switzerland in the 

Geneva ~rea alone. At least 35% of' them are without parents. the 

latter having been deported. Should an exit route from Swi~zerland 

open up will the 5000 emer•r;;ency visas or any part thereof' granted 

by the united States to such European children during the summer of 

1942 be available f'or use b:- these children? 

qeneva. Sept. 1943 


