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vone, Logal cotion was taken againat several of the organizers and

8t the pame tims enquiry was made regarding the euthority of some

of the representatives of the South American states to carry on

these traneactions, ’

- . There ssens 1ittle doubt that the German authorities are a-

i ware of what haes been going on but for reasons of their own they
have hitherto not adopted a generel polioy of withdrawing the pass~
ports. While in many coses the popsession of thees documents hap .
afforded the owners protection. against pergecution end even
treatgent in some of the campe, in other cases they have afforded
no protection at all and particularly so where the persons concern~
ed were not interned. Originally the German suthorities aeem to
have cherished the hope that the persons with these Scuth Awsrican
passports might eonstitute a basip for the exchange of German nate
‘donals in South American countries and it is not dsprobatly that
they still have wague hopes of this. - Othiay reasons have been ng-
gested for their leck of consistenay, Recently however they have
been making enquiries " some: of protecting powers of the'
South Awerican Governments ccncerned regarding ths gemmineness of
the doouments and they have been submitting l1ists of persons con-
cerned with a view to verifieation UNQUOTE ' )

. sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the Intergomnmtal Come
mittes, on the bedis of the foregoing recommends that the Latdn

&werioan Governments in whose'nades such passports have been
' ) two pointe, QUOTE (
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aafet,y, ‘80 that the set of eancenation shall not be, in sasence,
eondemnation of the holder to.a terrible death, All that is here

asked is tliat the Government to which yow are ‘decredited desl with

the question et e time whem it shall occaa:ltm the leaet posaible

usasure of human xmffermgo

.You .are inatrncted to morise the'eontents of this eirgram,
“burn the document end discuss the ‘matter orally with the government
“4o which you ayé accredited. -Such report as you submit to the De-
paxtazent on this: gubject. sheuld be by secret euurier,

April 11, 1941» 11300 &.m; "Minister Herrison at Bern has in-
formed us that the Swies Foreign Interests Division hae advised
him informally that' the Speniah governmont hed been requested by
the Gormans to inquirsé intothe boms fides. of carta:\.n Latin Aweri-
can pagspoxts, held by dnterneep in eneuye-controlled torritory and
thst the Lntinr Awericern- rents. have denised responsibility as .
wall ag sy olaime of it one_'».bolding», guch’ passports, Flease

. - approach’ appropriste offipiulis o governmont :to which you are
scoradited end-induive whether it ‘ln shy gich inquiries
thirough the government in’or oth rwise fron the Germans with
vospact 1o the valldity'o such h\ternees and. 1€
such 18 h'y has been made,’. nature. of the ro-
aponna, : .

€ b perhaps the
ortunats viotd.ms of . oo
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* exchange disoussions on a hemlspheric basis.. Pleape aldo advies .
- #eugh-officlale’ that in any-exehange negotiations that may be enter-
‘od dntoy 4t s of course. understood that unpuestioned citizens of .
the United States ond of the Letin Atoriean cownteles will ba s

‘considored by this Government se belig. in o.categery entitled to
priority over others. —— — ——— .07 T

Ploass elso yequest the government to vhigh you are acoredited,

on humand tavian grounds, affirmatively to ‘spprosch the Gorman gove
exnnent through the proteating power vith o demind that the livea -

of all persons holding pessports issved in’Ats pame ox claiming its

ol timenship. on the basis of donsyleyr dovumpnte ha'safoguarded-apd = -
that they bs givey all -righ prdvileges and  dnmunitles accorded -
to oivilian Snternens of i intionality to whom the ‘Geneva Con-
~vantion rogarding the treatwent of primonsrs of war is eurrently
appMed by aonlogys IR RS E
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approach to Switzeriand voferred: to i oo olrouniar alrgren of
Apri), 11, we have slso. requeated Asn'mmdar:ﬂ@%:y.simuaxly to
‘épproach ‘the. Spenish ‘Government, Ploaze keop the Dopartment proupte
1y edvised of el) developments‘in thig mattepil, .

Hey 11, 3944, 7330 poa, "Hith veLoronce to previcus communie _
eatdons fxom the'Department and ‘the Way Rofiges Board -vegarding
protestion of wefugoea with Latin Amsyden loguments 1n Gérmane
held teryitory, you:-are infoymed: that pu¥ snt to owr inetructions
. -the Legation at Born has advised the Swips Government with respeot
“to. olaing to Amerisan citigenship by refugees in Gorman~controllsd
aress ds follower . N f_ ’ :

" QUOTE - The,Department vl undertakis: fully to tnvestigete any -
olagn 16 United Stated y enaerted by any peveon within .
! r:alaeg;l:t from the Swise Covern~
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ATBIRAY
: ¥ROK LA PA%, BOLIVIA

DATED MAY 15, 1944

FEGTD:  Hay 22 3 pm

_Ezaretary of State,
Yashing;om. )
4.212; ¥ay 16, 1944, 5800 p.m.

Rofersnce Departuont’s airgran 4161, Koy 1, 1944.
10645 aom. comceraing efforis ¢o romove from Axis-
dominated verritery Jews with Bolivias identificatica
dogunents.

I meationsd this mtter wofficially e the Minleter
of Poreigs Affuirn of the Polivien Proviciessl Guvern-
meot and bs meld that he did net recall having heaxd of
axy bome fide D ofwiamn Fewn, oither natuvalized or -
sative-leta. whe are mew in Axly-demlnated torritery,

Tiwe Fovalgs Minlster. Bv Burloue Radddvless, acked B
i7 X wonld fimd ouh o8 waoh e pspaible cencedng the
1dontdsy of suoh Jowe: " Adeorddngly, 44 vould be oppre
«ciated if the Department could supply this effice with
evellnble nformstion om the eubjeots

WOODVARD

DECLASSIFIED
State Dopt. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date_OEP_1 3 1972
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APR 1.0 1944

Dear Mr, YWoodward:

The Secretary of State has referred to me a copy
of your Dispateh No, 3132, of February 10, 1944, and its
enclosurs, in reply to the Departmsnt of State's eireular
alrgran of Jenuary 26, 1944, requesting information as to

" the Bolivion Oovernment's attitude toward the rescus and
relisf of Jows and other viotims of enemy persecution,

The War Rofugeo Board appreciates your cooperatioa
in making this information available, and your recommecndations
are bailng oarsfully considered.

Very truly yoars,

{Bigped) J. W. Pehle

4, W, Pehle
Bxscutive Director

v/ - ’ *
Kr. Robert ¥, VWoodvard,
Charge 4'Affaires,
Embassy of the United States, .
La P&l. Bolivia, ' '

/&,{hﬁ\ fék BEEutchisoniagr @-H-?@/(;zﬂ —
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Refugses in Bolivia

(8ource of information: ¥iles of State Departmens, Visa Division
. Refugee Unit)

1

(1) Bena fide refugees ars treated in Bolivia on the same
basis generally as ﬁmvm nationnls, A dsares of July 15, 1943
provides thet notery publios and other efficisls shall not legalise
papere transfsrring proporty to Japanese, German and Italian mationsls
withsut the approval of the Superintendents of Ranks. This desres
malres 1t mandatory for she Superintendent % anthorize Sransfars in
ganes of urban and csuntry land where the purehmser is to degin vork
on the installation of factories or structures within ninety daye
from the date of transfer. Thie desree, of eourse, apnlies to rafugess
wko are Japaness, Garman or Itslian nationals. (¥o, A-713 from la Fas,
Hevenber 13, 1943)

(2) On Deeenbar 71, 1943 the legal attacho in Ls Faz advised
that there had heon arestsd in that sity a vigilanse commitsee companad
of some B0 Javish rafugees for the purpsse of protecting $he Jews from
aots of violence, if necssssry, This group hes baen orgsnised as an
inforantive as well as defensive organisation. It plans street fighting
1? neasssary, (Wo. 2123 from La Pas, December 31, 1943)

(3) The State Department advised our mission in Ia Pas that
the organization of the Jewieh vigilance committae and ite possidle
activities should give the looal Jowish coumittee grave cancern,

Dr. von Terramsre ie apparsntly of that intelligent opinion and may
wish to cammmieate his conaern to & fov of 4hs most respensidle
leaders of the Jevieh community expraseing the sxpactation that they
will iemedintely take mensures vith the young Jews to stop and pravent
sny aotion whioh may jeopardisze Jawish interowts, (Ro, 29 to La Pas,
Jenunry 6, 194%) ’

(4) On Japuary 10, 1944 Allan Dawson of the Stake Department
eolled Oharles J, Listmam, Chnirmen of the Hefuges Beamonio Corporation,
Hev York Olty, and told him gonfidentally of the Polivian vigilanes
conmittes, Iiebman stated (n his. opinion 4¢ vould de dtcastrous ¢»
have a comaistes of thia character 4n a Pz as {$ would only escourage '
anti-nanitie elonents, Te said he had besn in commnicatfon with
Dr. Heurioio Hoohsohild, head of Msuriols Hoshsohild, S.A.M.I. and
sssociated nmining imferenss, the leading and veslthisess Jow in Belivia
vho had consideradle influmce vith the Jewish commity. He felt a
telegran to Hoshuonild would bBe helpful and stated he would send the
sane,

/

(8) 7There is s memorandum Dy 0. 0. Oriffin of the hivieton

of Amaricgn Fepublics of the State Department, Asted January 5, 1944,
on the “Hanin of Bolivian Anti-cemiticism¥, 1% states ¥hat an




immigretion ring pormitSed 18,000 Jeve %o enter Solivia upon psyment

te certain officials, The ring was hended dy Senor Fdusrds Disés de
Hedina, then Nolivian Foreign Minister. The nunbar of 18,0004e N2
enormous 18 relation to the population of Bolivia, where only three .,
peraent of the thres million inkabitante can s elassified as economic '
whitss, O(me-third of the Jeve who enterad have left fer other

countries, The sthers have bacame active prinoipally in verious

kinds of business, They have done mich for Bolivia {n ostadblishing
hotels, reataurants, and nev em=ll industries., A¢ the same time, they
have foreed many native businesamen to the wall and areated as a

result a great deal of opposition from Whis group,

(8) Thers is a brief memorandum by Yr. Deming of Sinte,
datsd Jemuary 7, 1944 to the effact that lir, Goldmsn in disouesing
this situation eaid he avpreciated (he offers of Jhils, Hsxiso, the
Tominiean Hepudlic, etc, but that he wvas sypossd to accenting the
same on vaslistiec grounds,

DKehl: lmb 2-17-44
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La laz, Bolivia, Februury 10, 1944

No. 3122
X

Subject: Comments on Fossibllity of Rellef in Bolivia
of Jews and Othsr Vletims of Lnemy Persecution.

'Phe Honorable cégyb

The Secoretary of Stute,
Washington, D. C. “o
Sir: ot

I have the honor to refer the Dapartment‘*s
eircular alrsram of Junuery 26, 1944, 7:00 D.ii., Con-
cerniny the rescue and relief of the Jews of Furope and
other vietiuws of enemy persecution. Refereunce is also
nade to the Depariment's teleiram 160, February 2, 4 p.m.,
indicating that tnls Libassy's report, as requested in
the ciroular aslrzrem, should be based on the inowled e
of the Ymbassy, without awvproachin: the present Bollvian
authorities.

In response to the iteaized guerles In the Depart-
nent's airgrom:

(a) The extent to which Jewlsh wmr refuzees ares at
present peraltted to enter BolTvia Is practicslly impossible
to deternine in the presont polltical clrouwmstunces in
Bolivia. '"The Tmbasay has, however, rccelved two indioca=-
tions of seneral policy in this respeot from ajor Gualberto
Villarroel, the rresident of the iolivian Junta.

The first of these indications wss reccived as an
answer %o a routine note which this Embassy on December .
13, 1943 had addressed to the Bollvlan ilnistry of Foroign ) ¥
Affalrs on the subject of the Inter~Governmental Comalttee
in London, a week betfore the Deceuber 20 revolation. The
revolutionary zovernment took this note as a basls for a
reply which wag sent to this Tabassy as a pote verbale
on December 27, 1943, in which 1t was stuted that -ajor
Villarroel had mede the followlng deoclarstion in an intor-
- : view with the press (in translation): . ;

"The Government of Bolivia will accreait
a representative before the Iatergoverumental
Committee in London, in oonformity with the
suggestion made by Lord Emerson to all the

American -

DEGLASSIFIED
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American ocountries. Its conduet with respect
to Semites will be in-aocordance with that

- adopted by the other nations of the Continent.
‘Within the country, nztionals and foreigners
shall enjoy the same guarsantees under the
Folitieal Constitution of the State without
distinction as to whether they are Jews or
not.” . -

{A full translation of the note verbale was ﬁransmiﬁtéd to
the Department with t-is Fmbassy's despatoh no,., 2838 of
Degepber 29, 1943.)

The second of the indleations ococurred during the
course of the only conversatlion held between Ambassador Boal
gnd Hajor Sualbarto Villarroel, President of the Bolivian
Lievolutionary Juunts, on the evening of February 3, 13L4. As
regorted in this Embagssy's telegram 409, Fsbruary 4, 10.a.m.,
Major Villarroel informed Ambassador Boal that he has abe
golutely no racial prejudices or fecliny against the Jews,
that the Jews axe beiny allowed to continue in Bollvla, and
that the ouly "ooncern™ ot the Bollivian Junte is that Bolivia
obtaln In future lmmigration persons whe are technically
qualified to fuirill the needs of the Hollvian ecouony.

This Yecncera® of tlie Bolivian Junta is a reiflection
o' & general resentment - which has had unusual opportunity
Tor expression during the period following the revoluvtion of
Decombsr 20 when there has been an outburst of pent-up crite
loism ~ a resenbaent that Jewlsh lmmigrants admitted to
Bolivia in recent years have competed with established Bolivian

merchants and gmall shop-Xeepers when many of these immisrants

were offlclally admitted [oxr the purpose of engagling in agri-
culture.. During the first week or so followinz the revolu-
tion, certain of its perticipants or followsers were reported
as threatening to move all of such "agriocultural” limigrants
to azrloultural areas, but this seemingly momentary ides
apreary now to have been abandoned. The President of the
Revolutionary Junta, in making a public reply to a letter
which was addressed to him by José Antonlo Arze, leader of
ths PIR (Partido Izqulerda Revolucionaris), seemingly mads

an opportunity to deny the rumor conesrring & supposed plan
to nove the Jewish Lasigrants to ajgricultural reszlons. (4An
examination of Arze's lstter indlcates. that he did not bring
up the subject.) Villarroel stated in nls reply (free trans-
lation}): Co- ;T :

"7 must declare, however, that the.gyovern-
ment had not thousht of the solutlon yoll Bufiest
to the problem of Jdewlsh lusmigrants, whereby Yyou
wish to take them to the ayrioculturel gones, an
idea which in 1942 the PIR deputles proposed ' . )
through dralt law no. 209 presented in the legls~’
lature. I think thet meny of the Jevs in Bolivia

arg
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are not suited to agriculture, being more
suited to cmmmerce, eto., and the fact that
they were viotims of & passport visa deal,
adnlited as agriculturalists, does not .
justifty foreing them to do work they sre
unfitted for. I have always held that the
value of & man cannot be judged by hls race
but by his labor and his yield."

(The Tull text of Villarroel's reply was reported
in this Tmbassy's despatch no. 2966 of Tamuery 21, 1944.)

Another cause for losgal resentment oconcerning Jewish
imaigrants 1n recent years is that many of them purchased
the privileze of sntering Bolivia, at comparatively large
fa2es, from Bolivian Consuls 1n Eurove who were part of a
ring in which the then Bolivian Foreign iflnister, Euuardo
Diez de ilédina, was involved. This secandal resulted pri-
marily, of course, in resentment agaiust the Bollvians
who sold the visas rather than egainst the Jews themselves,
since even vhe Boliviap pubiio which tended to resent the -
presence and oompetition of the Jews ocould understand the
willingness of sueh victims of Nazl tyranny to resort to any

vethod to 7ind a place of refuge.

There are rno accurate statistiocs concerninz the
number of Jewish refugees at present in Bollvis, but it 1is
belleved that {rom ei:ht to ten thousand have entered Bollvia
in the past nine or ten years, that about tuvo-thirds of that
nuigber were German or Austrian (the remalndexr being l’olish,
Czech and to & legser extent of othet eastern European
nationalities), and that about one-half of the total or about
4,000 have now left Bolivia for other countries such as
Arcentina, Chile, Peru and the United States. Most of the
Jewish refuyees who entered Sollvia have &pgzezred to be from
a lower intelleotual and economie level thun those vho have
entered the United Stetes. It seens probable that wost of
the refuzees who entered Bolivia tried to obtaln peraisslon
to entsr other countries, such as the Unlted States, before
cominz to Bolivia. Althourh the averas:e economic level of
the Jews who came to Bolivia was not high, and altaough adny
of them were impoverished by Nazi tyraany sad thelr purchase
_of Bolivian visas, they have been able to make enouth money
in Bolivia toc live on the same economie basle as white
Bolivisns. Since whito Bolivians are = comparatively small
percentage of the populetion, and since the Jewa ere largely
concentrated in the oities (about 4O percent in La l'azy about
30 percent in Coohabambe, and the balanoe in other places),
the Jews have been unusually consplouocus Jdespite thelr come=
paratively small numbers, and conseyuenlly the nore resented.,

Deapite the statements of the Tresident of the Junta,
the Junta's Minister of Covernament (ifejor Alberto Taborga,
notorious for his arbitrary measures) lssued a resclution
a few days after the December 20 revelution denying entry

to
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to Bolivia to s particular Ge:msn’iewish technieiaﬁ now in
Santlago, Chils, whieh the Hocheohila Mining organization
wished to bring into the gountry. . The Hoohsehlld organiza~

tlon renewed the apprication without suoccess and has uow
~ decided to do nothing further about the tase until political

eircumstsences appear to be more favorable. On the obther
hand, the Bolivisn Revolutlonary Junta on December ‘31, 1943
sranted 'jurldical status' ©o-a Jewish oryanization, the
Soectedad Cultural Israselits, presunmbly as a zesture to
Trdlcate 180K OT prejudiee. (See this Embassy's despatch
no. 2974 of Jamuary 21, 1944.) Despite the -statementaz of
Bolivian suthoritiss whioch have been nmde, or vhich may be
made in the future, it seems probable that the reaction
from the lumigration of Jews into Bollvlia durlng the past
alaoe or ten years will resuls im Bolivlia's not being a
promlsing place of rasfuge for Jews in the immediate poste-
war period.

With respeect to non~Fewlsh rerugees from Hazl tyraany,
and other non-Jewish emizration from Europe in the lmwediats
pogt<war period, tlhere have been many oasual e xpreusions by
RBolivian officiels indicatinz a recosznitlon of the need for
further immigrstion to develop the Bolivian economy. If
imnieorents were willinz snid able to settle in the eastern
lowlands of Bolivla, which transportation facilitles will
undoubtedly eventuaily make the most igporvant part ol the
country because of its rieh agrioultural land, it 1s believed
thet the Bollvian authiorities at that time miszht very possibly
be responsive to glans ior lurge~scale miyration. s an in-’
dication of the possible attitude of the Bollvian authorities
toward larze-goele orgsnized lmmisration imto Bollvia, there
is onclosed & translation of a letter on this subject addressed

by the Junta Minister of Covernmeut and Immizration to the

Junta Minister of Agriculture and Colonization (as published
in the La Faz newspaper E) Diarioc on Januexy 20, 1944.). This
lebter seéms to contemplaie the poasiblllity of large postewar !
tamigretion into Bolivia sponscred or-assisted by the Bolivian

Government, but it empbasizes prinoipally the necessity for

recovering to the Government all lands which are not bveing

used in conformity with existing law.

As a further receut indication of the trend of thought ' #
in Bolivia on this subjeot, 1t 1s also of interest o note
that a writer of the Liberal Party recently indicated that
the Party's program should inelude: w(b) Promotion of immigra-
tion into Bolivie, askiny the United Nutlo..8 to assist in
bringing to Bolivia Trom 300,000 to 500,000 refuzees from
the eountries occupled by Germany." .

) {See thls Fmbassy's despdtoh no. 3071 of Februsry hy
1944 .

It




1t should be borne in mind, houvever, that the narrow,

- provinelal outlook of Boliviansg, in their ceuparatively lsolated
gountry, tends vo breed resentuent asainst 51l outsiders. Those
irmizrants who have been most successTul 1n establishing them-
selves in Bolivia have been of -uoh nationali:les as Jugoslav
and Itallan and they have aradually becowe noeupted because

they were not prone to live mpurt in separase “colonies"®,

{b} The extent O vhioh Bolivia aciually encourazes
and ccoperates in the eatry of Jewish and non=Jevish Furopean
refuzees cannot be determined at present.

(¢} The only instance ip +hieh a person vho mi~ht
pe classli'led as a iefugee (a German Jewish sleotrisian now
in Santiagzo, Chile) hes been refused sdmittance to B-livia
glnce the revolutlon of December 20, 173 is vhe inst-noe
of the techniclan for whom the Hochsohild minln; organ’zatlion !
made an application which was rejeoted - and ipon beliny repsated
again was again relected.

Recommendatlions. when normal relations with a Boll ian
Government are restored, I belleve that he mcst effective
means of speedinz Bolivian gooperation ir the resvue and re-
1ief of the vietinms of enemy oppression wi bt e to swg_est
to the Bolilvian Dovelopment Corporation (¢ seml-auionomous
eorporation gstablished for the purpose of promotiry the
development of the Bolivian eoconomy with the use of EXport-
Tmport Bank funds and runds of the Bolivian Sovernmeat ) that
1t conalder the feasibility of preparing and preasnting to
the Bolivian Government a -plan {ox coloniziny cervain of the
eastern troplcal areas of Bolivia with asricultural refvzees.
The use of this agenoy tor this purpose vould uot only be
1ikely to promote the speed with which a plan alght be pre-
pared and sarrisd out, but it would be likely w promote the
efficlenay of the plan apd would at the some tine provide &
eonvenient method of safevuarding the expenditure of funds for i
the purpose. i

I .do not belleve that any of the private uorganizations !
of . Jews or of Turopsan natlocaality sroups oould ‘e ocounted on !
to contribute anybthing very effective to a prograu for {mmnle .

gration into Bolivia and rehablilitation on any notevorthy ) 3

scale.

Respegtfully yours,

Robert ¥, \Woodward
Chargé d'Affaires &.l.
RFy/mvs
800
Enoclosure: pranglation, as stated

movnépartﬁent in origzinal and heotograph




ﬁvfnalosure no. 1 to despatah no. 3122° , dated February 10, 1944
from Ame.lcan Embassy, La I'az, Holiwia. )

Zrenslation ' -

Souree: El Ddlario
Junuary 20, 1444

Communicztion addressed by the iMinlster of Government-
and ILaailgratioun or the Bolivien Revolutionary
Junta to the Minister of Asriculture and -
Colonization econcerning the Desira=
bility of makiny Preparation for
Popt~var Tsalgration. =

Hre. dinister:

In tnls srave hour of destiny ruor tae eatire world, in
which the foundution of preseat organlzation threatens to
be shaken, leavine a free fleld for s aow soecial struecture,
it Y= uecessary not to close our eves %2 the urgency which
exlste for the nreparation of : reslistie and- sceientirie
golution for the basie prowlems of natiolelity.

Tn the face of this reallity, which does not rerait equive
oestion, the i’nulgtry in my charge, takinz )ts due share of
the labor whiol is agproprizte Lo 1t and wihlah is warranteo
by the present emerzency whieh ocnfronts the world, considers
that 1t Is 4% duty to vet forth especty wiich, beoause of
their fundameatzl charscter, regulre the consi.erstion of

.- the :finistfy of Agriculture und Co%onization, 1. arder that
within a carefully prepared system of cooperatlin and planning
between all or wost of the agzenocies of the State, there may be
found a sablisfactory solution to tihe beneflt or ©3e Institu-
tlonal and meterlal interests and prosress of the sountry.

Upon tle termiuntion of &the present wur, the survivors of
this form;dable. historiecal dlsturtance, wide-eved before the
aspect ol the devastation of their fatherlunds and hcpey, ahall
sset [ori) toward these nations of our dAmcrica in scarwy of work
wilch wlll gdve thew new lire and renowed hojes. In iyesé cir-
cumstenses, the principal task of the inlstry of  Tumi_tation
will qensist Iin the most careful selectlion of the perso's who
knock at tho doors of the fatherland, in order thet theliw
breoselice amony us may be of posifive utility and may conttitute
a farfor for progrese and collective well-beinsg., It shou.d take
care that these mizratory currents shall he healthy, of knawn
prowmetlive activity, free from prejudices, possessed of capital
ané disposed to conform with the-disoipline whioh may be res
avlred of -them. . - R

L3

But if these brilliant nuolel of workwen do not rind an
aprropriate and proper environment, sither physiocally or
5eoonomLcally, to-davelop thelr productive and oogsuming

potentialities
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poteuntialities, what will they do after artiving in our
territory? It ls possible that they may disperse, sons

of them adapting themselves to the elty environment as

small shopkeepers, some dying and others emigrating anew

to other lands which may offer a more substantial reception
to this elass of vitalizing currents. “This has unfortunately
been the experience in our country up to the present.

To avold these possible conseyuenses, the Linistry of .
Azriculture and Colonization under your able direction has the
duty of preparinz the ground--that is,those zeozraphiocal areas
whieh have means of aocess to nearby centers of consumption,
in order that Bollivia may receive the currents of immigration
which 1% should, accepting the quota that is appropriate to
i1t in accordesnce with the most urgent necoessities. And this
cannot be done 1f we do not consider our agricultural problem
which includes colonlzation, on a political bvasis, on the
followin; vital points of view: eoonomio, social and techniecal,
Little would be accomplished by the State action if considera-
tion were _ivon only to the agricultural aspects with the eye
of a farmer, without entcring luto the heart of the problen
which 1s based upon a Juridical plan for the approprlation of
land in the feudal and semi-colonial economy of the country,

. It is an axiomwmtlc truth that for the purpose of colonization
lands are required, and therefore the measures I'or makin; tnese
available should be the foullowins:

1. Expropriation of properties which, having advantazeous
conditions derived frowm the sosial progress, are not fulfilling
the retributive function %o whieh the community has a riznt in
compensation 1in aceordance with the provisions of Article 17
of the Politioal Constitution of the Stste. Upon taking this
measure, oare should be tuken that no disadveantaze is sui'fered
by the agriculturists already established on the lands comprised
in such measures, which agriculturists could be grouped into !
productive cooperatives under the oare of the Stete in order
to be convertuod into productive and consuming elements on a note-
worthy scale.

2, The decresing of reversion to the control of the State
of all public lends whose oclaimants have not couplied with the
condltions set forth in the Law of October 25, 1905, under the
provialons of whioh these lands were granted with complecte
1iberality and entire lack of foresizht.

There has been mush discussion concerning a modus operandi
for making use of administrative procedure For thls recovery,
and some have belleved thut only a law misht brinz about such
reversion (to the State).

Invoking the fundamental interests of the oguntry and making
use of the full attributes of the de faoto Governwment, there «
should be issued a deoree law which would require the review

of




of a1l clslms to rublioc lands for the nur>ose of asoertaininh
whether the ,rants have complied with all of the conditions

- stipulateq as the reasons ior their titles.

The oited law of Ootobel 25, 1905 sets torth as a sine a
non the condition thet &t lcaat one family shall live on ea
l,COO hectares. Conseguently, 1 non~cozipliance with this
requirsuient 1s proved in any casne, the srant stall be declared
void, despite the fact that 3upreme Decree of June 26, 1921
was a hasty attenpt to repeal Article 28 of the Supreme Regu~-
latory Decree of June 20, 1907 which judiciously established
this peosliy.

The objective of the Orianle Land Law with respeot to the
concrete nolnt under discussion is in a high splirit of yre-
cantion on behalf of community interests, as i3 manifested
and ewphasized in its Regulations, issued on the basls of the
same insplration and at the same time. The Decrse of June 26,
1921 which endeavorsd to abollsh the penalty of osncellation
of titles was issued in another era and as the rosult of the
influence of other interssts which, as alvays oocurred, were
not the interests of the wsjority.

To ellalnate ti:ls cloun of uncertalnty and doubt wiilch

lias been caused by ths confliet between the law and s simple

decres, we ouct search Tor such assistance as we may obtain
from the seneral grinciples of Law, and in doins so we 1ind
a solution ‘or the ?ifficulty of Justiryin: the canoellation

“of titles, vhich should operate in accordance vith the followe

inz of these prinelples: "that in billateral contracts thers
is always lmplicit the condition /That the gontract may be

_voideg7'in oass one of the parties fails in his commitment™
- wlth the dlfference that the Fxecutive does not need to go to

a tribunal in sesrch of Jjustioce, but ‘that 1t may declare the
recovery thrpough adainlstrative chaanels, origlnating the
action In order that the privete person may, if he considers
that his vizhts have besen damezed by this adminisyrative
act, present himselfl befoxre the Supreme Court of Jusstlce

in an administratlve olaim-suit. .

The Ministry of Immigration at present in my charge takes
the liberty of sugzesting these measuroes of a lfundamental
characlter without presuming in thie least to invade the abirl-
butes that pertain to your ilinistry, but with the objJective
of contribvuting, however 1little, to the study and solution
of t1ls problem hich it considers vital.

This occasion effords me the opportunity to reiterate to
you the expressions of .y wost dl. .tingulshod consideration.

(Si.ned) Hajor A. Taboraa
dilnister of Immiyration
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Refugess in Bolivia

(Source of information: Files of State Department, Visa Division
Refugee Unit)

(1) Bona fide refugees are treated in Bolivia on the same
basis generally as Bolivisn nationals., A decree of July 15, 1943
provides thet notary publics and other officisls shall not legalize
papers transferring proverty to Japanese, Germen and Itelian nstionals
without the approval of the Superintendent of Banks, This decree
maxes it mandatory for the Superintendent to authorize transfers in
cases of urban and country land where the purckhaser is %o begin work
on the installation of factories or structures within ninety days
from the date of transfer. This decree, of course, applies to refugess
who are Jepanese, Germsn or Italian nationsls, (¥o. A-713 from La Paz,
November 13, 1943)

(2) On December 38l, 1943 the legal attache in La Paz advised
that there had been creazted in that city a vigilance committee composed
of some 80 Jewish refugees for the purpose of protecting the Jews from
acts of violence, if necessary, This group has heen organized as an
informative as well as defensive organization. It plans street fighting
1f necessary. (No. 2122 from La Paz, December 31, 194%)

“{3) The State Department sdvised our mission in e Paz that
the orgenization of the Jewish vigilance committee and its possible
activities should give the local Jewish committee grave concern.

Dr, von Terremere is appsrently of that intelligent opinion and may
wish to communicate his concern to a few of the most responsible
leadere of the Jewish community expressing the expectation that they
will immediately take measures with the young Jews to stop and prevent
eny action which may jeoperdize Jewish interests., . (No, 29 to La Paz,
January 6, 1944)

(4) On January 10, 1944 Allan Dawson of the State Department
called Charles J, Liebmen, Chalrmen of the Refugee Economic Corporation,
New York City, and told him confidentally of the Bolivian vigilance
committee. Liebman stated in his opinion it would be disestrous to
have & committee of this chesracter in La Paz as it would only encourage
anti-semitic elements. He said he had been in communication with
Dr. Mauricio Hochschild, head of Maurieio Hochschild, S.A.M,I. and
assoclated mining interests, the leading and weslthiest Jew in Bolivia
who had considerable influence with the Jewish comnunity. He felt a
telegram to Hochschild would be helpful and stated he would send the
same,

(5) There is a memorandum by C. C. Griffin of the Division
of American Republics of the State Department, dated January 5, 1944,
on the "Basis of Bolivian Anti-semiticism¥, It states that an
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immigration ring permitted 18,000 Jews to enter Bolivia upon payment

to certzin officials, The ring was headed by Senor Eduardo Diez de

Mecina, then Bolivian Foreign Minister., The number of 16,000 is

enormous in relation to the population of Bolivie, where only three

percent of the three million inhabitants can e classified as economic

whites. One-third of the Jews who entered have left for other

countries. The othars have become active principslly in various

kinds of business. They have done much Tor Bolivia in establishing 1
hotels, restaurants, and new smell industries, At the same time, they
have forced many native businessmen to the wall and created as a
result a great deal of opposition from this group.

(6) There is a brief memorandum by Mr, Deming of State,
dated January 7, 1944 to the effect that Mr., Goldmen in discussing
this situstion said he amprecicted the offers of Chils, Mexico, the
Dominican Republic, etc. but that he was opposed to accenting the
same on realistic grounds.
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