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No. 18479 
j 

SUBJECT: 

Rio de J·aneiro, October 24, i944. 

/ 
Visit to Brazil of Mr. Jacob Landau, 

-of the war Refugee Board. 

[ 

/'/'! ,' 

[f.l:Est$J ~ IGTfQ I ~W:~J::4 
frr{av L--(2;:~~J The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of state, 
Washington, D.C. 

. 1-'- ~ l :: .·· 
/ 

With reference to my despatch No. lB2ffiB of octo­
ber 11, 194~concerning the visit to Brazil of Dr. 
Morris D. Waldman, of the war Refugee Board, I have 
the honor to inform the Department that Mr. Jacob 
Landau arrived in Brazil some days ago, subsequent t 
to the departure of Dr. Waldman, and to report that' 
he has been in continuous touch with me. 

I have had a number of conversations with Mr· 
Landau concerning the aims of the War Refugee Board 
in so far as possibilities of their achievement in 
Brazil are concerned. I told him of President Vargas 
having personally authorized the entrance into Brazil 
of 500 refugee children from Europe. Mr. Landau stated 
that he had been informed of this encouraging news and 
he sugges~ed that he would like to apeak to Ambassador 
Le~o Velloso with a view to having the Foreign Office 
ina.truct the Brazilian Legation at Bern to issue the 
necessary visas. I informed him that I would be glad 
to arrange an interview for him with the FOreign Min­
ister; subsequently he told me that the local Jewish 
leaders had dissuaded him from aoing anything about 
this. 

,. Mr. Landau told me of his interest in looking 
into the possibtlity, while in Brazil, of obtaining 
exemption for Jewish refugees from the obligatory ten 
to thirty per cent payment by Axis subje,cts into a 
special indemnizat~oh fund, as provided under decree­
law No. 4166. I informed him that I would be glad to 
assist him in every appropriate way toward a satis~ 
factory solution of this matter and I have arranged 
a meeting for him w1 th the Director of EXchange of the 
Bank of Brazil. 

I 
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.As tbe Depart111ent may know, Mr. Landau, in \\ 
addition to his aesooU.t1on with tbe War)l\ef'ngee 
Board, is also a representative of the. over,eas 
News Agency and in the latter oapaoity be"''llas re­
quested me to arrange an interview with Ambassador 
Le'Ao -vellO!io w)lich ! have succeeded in doing. The 
Emb.assy is also making arrangements for Mr. Landau 
to .meet the Director- General and other o!fiQ"ials of 
the Department of Press and propasanda • 

RespectfullY yours, 

CO: American Embassy, Mexico, D.F. 

File No. 800 
RFO:J,.EF 
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'UNRESTRICTED 
.. 

Rio de Janeiro, October 11, 1944 

/ I 
SUBJECT: Visit to Brazil of Dr. Morris D. Waldman 

Q/ the ,fOar Refugee· Board. 
. !) ' ~ 1 ·~ ,_1 '~Y \.v ja/vY-~'H 1'-. f)w'1 -~~) 

w~~~J 
3 (f'( R 0 /. -. 

~ // /1' 
With reference to the Embassy's despatch No. 1821.3 

of October 6, 1944, reporting the visit to Brazil of 
Dr. Morris D. Waldman of the War Refugee Board, the Charge 
d'Affaires ad interim has the honor to transmit herewith 
a copy of a-self-explanatory letter dated October 8, from 
Dr. Waldman. 

I 
' I ,..,.-Enclosure: v 

' .AB stated 
(, \ 

.··, File No. 800 

RFC/am 

CONTROt rn~v 
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Dear ~~. Donnelly: 

Enclosure 'to despatch No. 18i66 
dated October 11, 1944 sent fron:!ft 
the Embassy at Rio de Janeiro. 

'!- r 

October 8, 1944 

I beg to enclose· excerpt from a letter Mr. Messer­
s,mi th wrote to Foreign Minister Padilla. With this goes 
expression of great pleasure in having met you and my 
deep appreciution of your helpfulness. The young gentle­
man who accompanied me to the Panair Office and our Con= 
sulate was solicitous and efficient. 

" I regret our mutual friend Wolf Klabin could not 
arrange a meeting together. He said he would phone you, 
which I presume he did. He and Mrs. Klabin spent the 
previous evening with me during which allusion was made 
to you. ~our ears must have burned. K. certainly holds 
you in highest esteem, a sentiment I cannot refrain from 
saying, which appears to be pretty general in these parts. 

With high regard, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) Morrie D. Waldman 

The Honorable 
Walter Donnelly, 

United states Embassy, 
Rio de Janeiro. 



UNRESTRICTED 
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SUBJECT: Refugee Problems - Visit of Dr. Morris 
David Waldman of the War Refugee Board. 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. a. 
Sir: 

Referring to previous reports from the Embassy con­
cerning the War Refugee Board, I have the honor to appri'e 
the Department of a visit l received yesterday from ~ 
Dr, Morris David Waldman of the War Refugee Board WAP 
is in Brazil in the course of a trip around Latin America 
in the interests of the ~efugee pr~bl~m. 

. '·. '{_ 

Dr. Waldman and I talked '·at sonfe length a bout the 
refugee problem in general and about the Brazilian posi­
tion in particular, Dr, Waldman is sanguine about the 
Brazilian Government's and people's long range attitude 
in this regard and he demonstrated an appreciation of the 
problems in this regard_: 

1 
,
1 

t 1 , ,.;!vr . J t· . "i- :c4 'f 

I info~e~~-...Weiirur;an of th'e contents of the Embassy's 
airgram No.~of August 22 concerning President Vargas• 
approval of the plan to bring 500 ref'ugee children to BrazH. 
Dr, Waldman had not heard of this before and he was very 
pleaBed by this concrete evidence of Brazil's desire to 
aid the unfortunate victims of Axis brutality, 

I have invited Dr~/Waldman to meet this evening with 
me and Senhor Wolf Klabln, prominent ~ewish leader in 
Brazil, to exchange further ideas as to the conduct of !lis mission. 

Dr. Waldman has expressed his appreciation of the 
Embassy's assistance and counsel, He plans to leave here 
on October 9 to resume his journey back t9 the United States. 

Respectfully yours, 

File No. 8~0/ 

RFC/a.m _ _,\ 

.., 
I 
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AIRGR.AM CONTROL COPY 
FRO.t.~. 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

DATED: Septa 28,, 1944 

UNilliSTRIC;J;D REC 'D: octobet· 3, ;. iJoiJ. 

To the S<:,;reta.ry o1' State, 
Waul':-.ngton 0 D. C. 

~ A=l~B. :::.,ptt~mber 28" 1:.30 p.m. 

Rcf0 '•9nc:e Department's instruction No, 
63'72 o!. c Jptembel" 14, 1941}o 

In ;.· 1ply to an inquiry made today 'it the 
Foreign U ."fica. the Embassy was 1nforme1 that 
the cont.: ~ts o1' the copy of telegram no, 3082 
sent to E .Jrn by the Department pn .Sopte.nber 6, 
1944 113 t Jing exrunined by the Minister ::>t: Jua~ 

- ticc and :tt is hoped that a rl!lply may f:<lortly 
be fux•ni ::.:.~ed. the Embassy as to the posi. tion 
which ths J:Jrazilian Government may adOJ•t upon 
this nwtt . .t:t'.·. 

DONNELLY 

VC:mp 
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FRO!.: 

TO: 

J,nericen B:nbassy, London 

Secretary of state, .iasl"1inston 

Septenocr 8, 1944 

7J9J 
x 

CONTROL 10PY 
The :;nbassy hue been advised iJy tho Director of 

IGC that t:w Brozili~J.n Anbansador in London has inforried 

him that l3rnziJ. is rea.d~r to accept ,500 Jevtia!t refucee 

chilcfren f:::cm Hungary v1ho nay be allovtad to leave :rungary. 
J 

::o·.-:ever, the Govcrmoent of' Brazil do us not desire to asswne 

any f:i.nancial responsibility concern inc; uplme:p or transport. 

The i:ar Refus;ee Board should be lnf'ori'!ed • 

DCR: 1f,,Q I..;.FR 9/11/44 
' . 

. :n~Ju:T 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Dnte5..£./2..4 3 197Z 
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RIO ::lli J,,NJ>IRO 

I 

DA'r;;D: August 22,. 1944 

IUC' D: August 30, 5p~ m. 

·ro the Secretary of Ste.te" 
Washington, D. c. 

/ 

Rsfer..enoo is made to Embassy' a deapr tell No. 
16511 of June 20, 1944 and to previousycrres= 
pondence concerning the attitude or Brazjl towards 
adoitt1ng refugees into ita territory. 

{/ 

.,.. Dr. Leao Velloso tellr~ rue that Pres) dent 
Vargas ~mself has now app: . .-oved the plan to bring 
500 ..-refugee op.ildron to Brazil, provided that the 
Brazilian Government did not incur the expensee 
of transportation to and maintenance in B~zllo 
Be he.s accordingly ,$-harged General Ivo Scares, 
Chair~an or the Brazilian Rod Cross, with making 
suitable arrangements ·wi tb. appropriate J~wiah wel ... 
:rare o.gencies here to take Cf.U."e of' theme 

Of'f1o1al announcement is to follow ~hortlya ' 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 l 

3 1972 
fly R. H. Parks Date_ill 
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No. 16920 
X 

-· 
.''coNTROL :-opy 

Rio de Janeiro, July 17, 1944 

\, 

\<j~{·;'r,\1t;;;1 '" ·\l~>· 
;~: P:t,~:p kv! ~) 

Jewish and other Refugees :JL!) ).f}j"-SUBJECT: 

/WM {f!Z.f!~lz,) ~ 
----/JtvaJ ·.J 

~:... 

With reference to the Embassy's despatch 

No" 16511 of June 20 • 1944 and to previous cor-

. , respondence concerning the problem of Jewish 

and other refugees, the Ambassador has the 

honor to transmit herewith, for the Depart-

ment's information, copy and translation of 

a note dated July 13, 1944 which has been re-

ceived from the Foreign Office in this con-

nection. 

' l 
1 I 
/ tnclosure: 
J copy and 

translation 

File No. 800 

EO'S:mp 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R. H. Parka Data.-S.Ee-1 3 1972 
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Enclosure· to Despatch No. , 
16920 of July 17, 1944 from 
the EmbassY at Rio de Janeiro 

Ministerio das Rela~Bes 
Exteriores, Rio de Janeiro 

0 Ministerio das Rela~Bes Exteriores cumprimenta a 
Embaixada dos Estados Unidos da America e tem a honra de 
acusar o recebimento da nota-verbal noo 2179, datada de 
26 de Junho proximo findo, pela qual lhe foi enviado text~ 
da mensagem especial do Presidents Roosevelt ao Congresso 
sobre OS esforQOS empreendidos pel.o Governo dos Estadoa 
Unidos da America em aux!lio dos judeus e outras vftimas 
da opressao inimiga, 

2. 0 Ministerio das RelaQBes Exteriores multo agradece 
a Embaixada dos Estados Unfdos da America o envio da men­
sagem em apr~~o. 

E,R.Do 

Rio de Janeiro 
June 13, 1944 

(should be July) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - -

TRANSLATION 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Rio de Janeiro 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents +ts compli­
ments to the Embassy of the United States of American and 
has the honor to acknowledge receipt of Note Verbals No

0 • 2179 of June 26 ultimo, transmitting the text of President 
Roosevelt's special message to Congress concerning the 
efforts of the United States Government to aid the Jews 
and other victims of enemy oppression. 

2, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs thanks ;the Embassy 
of the United States of America for transmitting this 
message. 

Rio de Janeiro 
J"UD.e 13. 1944 

(should be July} 
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Rio de Janeiro, July 14, 1944. 

I 
No. 16894 X 

Subject: Publicity 
President 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of Stnte, 

Washincton, D.C. 

Sir: 
I have the honor to refer to Secret and Circular 

Airgram of June 20, 1:30 p.n., and to attach various 
articles and editorials which have aypeared concsrning 
Prosident Roosevelt's stc:tement _thv.t re~·ugees from lib­
erated cotmtries would be rcc8ived in the United Stctes. 
The text of thP. President's annow1ccment to Concress 
was ~rinted in full in nost of ~he Rio de Janeiro 
l~&l18TS. 

' Editorial comment in 0 Glollo, July 12, praised Lr. 
Roosevelt's attitude and said: "One of the doc\lillents 
of this war most v10rthv:hile for the dignity of hume.ni ty 
... is the messHfe which President Roosevelt recor.tly 
sent to Congress •. -.There is not however, in this ges­
ture, "b worthless sentimentalism .. here is the spirit of 
a ~reat L~n representing a great people ..• obedicnt to 
the teachings of Christ". 

Lauricio de Medeiros, writing in Diario C:.rioca 
of Jw1e 27, refers to President ·Roosevelts sta·ter.lents 
and to his own su~:cestion in a Soo :i"culo pnper that 
some Italian frrmers, deprived of their homes by VJar, be 
allocated land in Bra~il for cultivation. He revealed 
however, the text of a letter received l'ron a "son of 
Italy", ;•poisoned by the fascism o!J.:ussolini" in which 
the Firiter protests ae;ainst Brazil as a country suitable 
:t'or Italian immigrants, Medeiros warned ae.ainst "imposs­
ible sentimentalism" 1·or such as these, whom he called 
"enemies of Brazil" . 

... 

\ 1/3CD 
c. with Orig.Only 
le 891 

Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador; 

Harold S. Tewell; 
First Secretary of Embassy. 

DECLASS'!FIED 
Stata Dept. Letter, l-f1:'72 

By ~- H. ""'''·e note-8-El-:f 3 197Z 
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'l'o the Secretary of ;..,t<JtE-,, 
i"iashlngton, u,, C, 

'1 

CONTROL GOPY 
f!'o 11 0'·"!~ r 7 -,,,~3:f•l)_p!·: ll(J \JJH :··1Uhrn) t-~ter~ bV"' f)im.n!C1llS Of th:l S 

i£1.1bassy todttY ·: 

"1 took v.p this I!:Lorn.inl:': with ;,.mbassao.or Vellos·-:;, 
6ecretCJry G-0neral of t.i:1e l•'orelgn Offioe, the DeparC·­
P.tent's clrcul.ar ai:;:ogrmu ox' .1une 20_, 1944. 1"30 :Pom,, 
concerning ou:;:o active interest in the question of 
:t'in.c1.i1"g :places or safety ror x·efugees, particularly 
those from ItalYo 

"'In my conversation I reminded M1·, Vello so o:t th~ 
many :previous u.rgent communlcs.tions oJ~ this character 
wl1ich we had recei)Ted from the Dl'lpartme.nt of StEtte and 
which he.d been brought i"orcefully to tllG attention of 
tlH.'l l!'oreign Office. emphasizing th8 crisis which is now 
occurrin!~ and tlle l'uot that ou:r· G<Jverrunent is extremely 
amdous that oth0r friendly governments cooperate as 
far. as possible along the lines ot' our endeavors to 
l'ind placeD of" re:f'uge ror these un1'ortU.nate vlotimB of 
the war., I pointed out in particular the steps we have 
taken oL:J:eelves and t.he obvious desire of our Government 
that Bra~il endeavor to take parallel action. 

"f..lr., VelJ.oso sair: t!Hl.t .he was personally in full 
sympathy with our viewpoint and felt that the Brazilian 
Government ought to take i:mmecaate and energetic action., 

-He said that this question ha<.l. already been talcen up 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parka Date.JlE.) 3 1972 
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A~ll95. June 27, 1 Poill., from Ria l~e Janeir::;, Brazil 

with President Vargas \S0{ i';Jabass,Y 1 S d.ssp8_tch iioc 16511 
of June 20 ,, 191+1. and prevj_ous des;;atches on this subject), 
but that the l'rGsio_ent had t::-:us far stw-.vn little inclina~ 
tion to oyen the doors of Brazil j.11 t.lle near future to 
any n~;\l iwmigration,. even that of the t.rpe und_er oonsider"> 
ation., He pointed out the tHffer(mt schools of opinion 
throuehout Braz11 in regE.:r·o_ to l ts illll1ligration poli•':"Y, 
and said that the prilsent ti.r1e ',vas one of considerable 
confusion and. uncertalnty wi t.<1 re~o;pect to j~\St ;rhat <H;:'" 

tlon should be taken in regard_ to the broader phases of 
po stC-Jwar iriliilir.ra tion in Br·Q.zi.:~ Tne .t 1·esl dent,, &_p::po.:r~r.i.t= 
ly,, had never looked wi U1 particular fevor on uny plan 
to permit an extensive influx of re,~ugees from Europe" 
an<l. Mr., Velloso said thut he ws.s not par·~lcularly hope·­
ful. in s.pi te o:i:' our st~~ong repr·esenta.tious '"nd in spite 
of the evident needs of these refugees, that Brazil would 
follow our line of policy, 

"l asked_ particularly that he do what he could in the 
matter and thut he bring to the President•s attenti~n the 
strong feelinr;s or our Government concerning :refugees,. H6 
promised to do thi s.o" -

G.AFFERY 



No. 16511 

CONTROl nopy 
Rio de Janeirop JIUle 20e 1944 

SUBJECT: Refugees 1.n .Brazil 

'l'he llonorable 
Tho Secretary ot state 

Washington, Do C. 

Sir~ 

I have t~e ho.nor to refor to the Embasay'a 
despatch No. 16169 ot June 1. 1944 and to prev1oua 
correspondence concerning the attitude ot Brazil 
towards the question or adwitting refugees into 
its territory. 

The Embassy has pur•ued this matter further 
on several occasions at the Foreign Otfloe, bQt 
Ambassador Velloso stated today that there have 
btten no further developments and no ohausee in 
the situation as deeoribed in thu Embassy's deem 
patch under reference. 

The impression was gathered tram today'• 
conversation with Mro Jelloso that the Foreign 

~ort1oe has had difficult? in enlisting the aotive 
interest of President Vargas in thia question! 
although the J!'oreign Otfioe apparently appreo a 

ates its importance·and a1gn1t1cnnoe in relatio.n 
to the possible approaoh o1' the termination ot 
European hostilitiee ~nd the oonsaquent urgent 
need for ootion by various American Republica 
along the linea wbioh we have adopted. 

The Embassy will report any further develop­
ments whioh may ocour. 

JI'Ue No. 800 
JJ!SUilP 

Respectfully yours 9 
For the Ambassador: 

John F. Simmons 
Counselor ot Embassy 

to the Department in original and heotosrapb 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

C't'D 13 1972 
By R. H. Parks Date~ 
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~;Ui3J .. ~C'?: :!efugees in Jrazi.l: CONTROl COPY 

'fhe :.~onorabl~ 
deorotary· of ;::;tate 

· :ashiJli :ton 0 ll. C. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to refer to. tl1e ~lepartnent • s 
oonfidentif,l telo~:;ruH i.o. 1215 of .• pril 14, 1944 (8 
p.m.) ami to provious correspondence ooncernin~ the 
Pres~cdent's executive order ost•,l>lisllin:: tho ·.fnr '1e.o. 
fugeo Hotu?d 'md dec·larlw; tho policy of tha United 
:.:itutus r.over.l1J.<ent on this \iuestiou • 

.->ince the ,~ubass:r' R dHs]lat.cll _;·,o. 11~890 of l..!1roh 
11, 1944 wns sent, tl''.e co~abaL:>y hac; constantly request­
Gd tlle Secrbtary · f~eneral und otl1er llif")l officials ot 
the .i!'oreic;n Office to· i'J:ve t~itd.r best attention to this 
~:utter in vie11 of its iuportance rtnd urtrenoy. Up to 
tho ;JI·c::;ent time the ;-jruz:i.l5.an Covornnent Jlas taken 
no oefin:i.te action in this nattor· other than the pas­
Sill~e oi' a resolutlon alretut;; roforrcd to in the J;:rn­
bassy' s despatch a·bove J.tentioned conoerninr; the ad­
:.liusio::l into Ilrazil of 5l·O Jewish refur~ee children 
UOW irl. ["}'lillC0 0 

'l'he J..r1bfHHJY llr•a 110~> bee:1. inforraed by 1u•lbHB!Wdor 
Cantelo Brunoo Clctrk, .Uitairmtn of the .Ir·Micrat.ion Coun­
oilp tlmt the subJect wtttOl~ of' tlle ;)epurtnent's tele­
gram unuer refGrenue, utter beinr; givon oureful study 
by tlle l•'oreig,u Office, hhs 'been tr;Jcen up \lith l'resident 
Var·g~ts in u forlilaJ. neraornndum, \lith the reoorlHendation 
that favorable notion be tui(en to the extent which may 
be roun<l possible in linP ·.-rlth the gi:meral imnd~rHtion 
policy of nx·uzil. '.!'he :Jeorutnry noneral of the I1'oreiBn 
Of'i'ioe, Jiilibassndor Velloso • ht<H rRtviseu the ~.Gmbassy that 
the President is in fo.ot <:iving ouruful study to this 
question, but th£-tt ther.·e in noliJ1liiontion, up to the 
pres(~nt time, that favorable action Llay be l;uken,. 

'rhe Jr:Hbas~;~.r \Jill continue i tn effort:> in this nut­
ter and will r~J.PO'l:'t to the DHpnrtuont ll!lY further de­
veloplilents wLioh Jauy ·occur. 

Jt'ile Ho. ~48 
~~~~~~ :~ilP 

Respoot!'lllly ,yoursp 
Jror the •llnbtts sador: 

J olln J!' • Sim:rnona 
Gounselor o1' }•:mbnsay 

DECLASSIFIED 
Btaie Dept. J..i,tter, 1'11·72 

3 
\r:3?'2. 

By R'H, Parks'Date__sEE_ 1 
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CONTROL ~OPY 
AIRGHiiM 

FROM 

RIO DE ;uu~ElRO 

To the Secretary of State 0 

Washington. Do Co 

i''ollowing mewora.nctum s 
Embassy today: 

of this 

"1 called on June 27 and 28 on Ambassmdor Velloso 9 

Secretary Genera.l of the li,oreign o:rrice, with regard to 
the Department's ci:.c•culal' airgra.lli oi· ,Tune 17,, 1944. 9~10 
aom., v 1n .regard to tJ:"!..e possible .l1!'6~:entation to the Ger~ 
ll".an Govermuent of concrete proposftl;.; upon the resolution 
of May 31, 1944 adopted by the Emercenoy A<Isisory Com~ 
mittee for Political Defense, at 1:•ontevideo, on the re~ 
com1nendation of the United States m<-;m.ber, favoring the 
exchange of German nationals in th•3 Nestern Hemisphere 
against certain persons belonging to the oppressed peop= 
.1es vf: r.ur·ope vvh(; bear documents iii;:;ued by or in the .name 
of the American Republics or oth"r J)_,)n~European stateso 

"I strongly emphasized to 1\;r., velloso the Depart= 
ment•s view that it is essential ttJ proceed as quickly 
as possible with·:the presentation. to the German Go-vern= 
ment of concrete proposals based upcn this resolutiono 
I told .b.im of the hope expressed by- 't;he Department that 
the Brazilian Government would be WJ.lling to join in this 
oollllllon program and told him that thr:: Depa1·tment had ex~ 
pressed the particular wish to 1earr. of any initiative 
taken by the Brazilian Government. tc• implement this de= 
sirable step in strengthening the ::ommon front against 
the AXiso I brought out, in this c:onnection, -the atti~ 
tude expressed verbally by Dr. Aranha last year, to the 
effect that it might be a good thing for Brazil to get 
rid of a large nt~ber of Germans still in this oountryD 
This 0 1 supposed. might have·.a bearing on the present 
question, especially in regard to Brazil's willingness 
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to effect some kind of an excha1~e of the type sugeestedo 

"liiro Velloso promised to give this matter careful 
and prompt study und to see whether anything could be done," 
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tltat 1!MN ""~ fa ~~alGU app~tely etettt t& to 
.b011mld a'lldii!4C!11,d, •r tl~el: 'Mfl!g!Je oJil~rea~ Shoulcl the 
lm!Bilm 0oY&ftllll$at 1» wtUlag to ~ 'lib ftutber h!!maaitarl!ut 
offerp please-Nfl.Uil• the Ub.ine!' of li'o~lga afahe to $1\tho:rbe 
ita Ohtef or M~!/IJo• ·ta·»era .te iGB\lt,:tbft,e.P,pl'&ptiate hllbn et · 
~ti••• ·~• amt. t~n~~.~•m t~lr Ta1_1illt7 JJaUl autta'ble 
t~riaCie.Jl. f,ao~i~Aet fi'Oia:h1taf!9,.H • ., ~~*l,lteaome . 
avatlallle~ ~ ~'A~ a.v.~a~- _, ~ 1l:lt'f~4 tbe.t the 
apepial l'e)~•qt,..iV. of the Wai> ~a Jl&ud -11'\ttachali tt the 
A11lenc..a-~gatt,oa_Ja~n. ~U-llo clad t&iliJOp&ft.te with the 
llraeU~ 4l)l.-Uji: aJI4 oO.•alal' ~ioen Sit tldt~ iU wll u tl!a 
all etlleJ- m~•e · lll&ttiiDJ"e, ·· · · · 

P.l~~ report 'b7 tel••;ph whet~r' lh ~ •uaeaUo!l has 'lieu rE'>'> 
eel._. f&Ybi'ablf 1rt tlta .ll'll,il~iaa, ~~JllG ad 11' IIC!o the 
11~Mr- !!1-e~-it!~~i ~h0.4\~o ~~--is- -V~FttPA· t~ ®1-m:i·{r-~ \: - ~ . ·- . . 

;., ~:tl'J}cirt hAl\1 ~l'>.\!~{wtv~tl 1\y th® iflU: li!J:fuge>i »cam !Alat B:ll1lh.>r 
.hJ.:.tJ. .Ub.e~o0 ltta.bt<>l" ;;:l ~1!~1'\l~ tloi!mUnati:®e >~ctu\tly st .. tsi 
ill! a Jirh'a:t"' intemw ~1>...1~- lie ~-f.\\lri!l that »~dl aou.ld masoa 
ably \tl1!1e~ila'ktil f!: :progg-~!lfii:n~ t'~-w)i;y~&.t> lll'<}~·~ tibJ: too l!l'ettlil}··· 
•rt•t ot .Twhlt and (lthal:'./mx'Op~ :re~'.lsa · ~~~ilnillt •~ith one 
hi;o.!B<b~ thow.m~tl dm':l.lii~ tll~ i'ii!ii~ #4~l·1 ' :1;11.!11 atnt~J< Gt C,<tiru~; wa11 
~~~6fltoo by f:!~~tn.• Albert~ ll'll ~~$ft~~~~~tf:o t~HVi:\t1!1Bn alb'l 
ll~\ur&l ~saiu:aQ!a C!t'dt..blo (Oti C~)l"».:\lJij;llie~'b)" ~\!'Ul)ea!UJ, It is 
~.trlit!l•d ihf,,.,ti~M1!ihiiwy !.(~1fl!ipti:J,•ii:i.'{:a·}l~ fb:t' tA'll~GJihdoB 
i;c. the liar ~)}~8 BOiili\4 .. J.ii' f'lfr~1~~ iJit'~~:Uc~ cenuan;.i~ tho;. 
'Pliill- th!it t Jili ~*$)' 'Cli\!A ~~~ij~ tl;i9gt!~)lbl'?\7!~~ i ~i) UOID\aJ!l.tiJ 
thtll'Mfi,, Vill lJa. ap:pl"<JG:h\\1;~ 'b:f ;thEl 110~!,\-; '. · -- ' 
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SUBJECT: 

H9,I(Q~ble 
.. ~.:r 
Th~;13ecretary of State 
~i?·Washington. Do Co 

J -;· 
/'! t!f. ' 

/, 
Sir: 

I have the ~nor to refer to the Department's 
circular airgr~of February 29, 1944 {7:JO Pomo) in 
which, referring to previous correspondence concern­
ing the President's executive order establishing the 
War Refugee Board and declaring the policy of the 
United States Government on this question. the Embassy 
was directed to discuss this matter with the Brazilian 
Foreign Office and to make it clear that the establish­
ment of the War Refugee Board represents the United 
States Government's determination effectively to carry 
out without delay a policy of taking all possible mea­
sures for the speedy rescue and relief of the refugees 
of Europe~ ·' 

~ As was indicated in the Embassy's despatch 1456.1/' 
o~ February 12th on this subject, this matter has been 
taken up with the Secretary General o~ the Foreign 0~~ 
flee and the question has been brought urgently to his 
attention on several occasions since that time, and has 
been ~urther discussed~ detail with Minister Oswaldo 
Correia, Chief of the Passport Division of the Foreign 
O~fice. The Embassy has been assured by these two of­
ficials that this whole question, in the ~orm presented 
by the Embassy, is now under active discussion both by' 
the Minister of Justice and by the National Immigration 
Council, and that an effort is being made to come to 
certain definite conclusions as to the fundamental policy 
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which Brazil should adopt in regard to this important (. 
question. There are undoubtedly many and conflicting 
currents and cross-currents of public opinion in regard 
to the general admisc .. ion of European refugees into Bra- -D 
zil, and the policy in the past has been in general a if1 
liberal one towards this question. It is particularly ~ 
true in Brazil that racial animosities and anti-Semitism ~ { 
have never played an active role in deteriDintitg CU!9stlons 0 . 
of general policy of 'immigration and this. rac,--sllould h•nrv ·--; 
a d.etini te bearing on "·'hE! presffnt ·e~icns of the Braz111 an · 
Government., althotigh it must be remembered that a certain 
amount of commercial rivalry lJ.as appeared recentl~. by 
merohan~s in the larger Brazilian cities in connection 
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with developing competition on the part of refugee 
merchants who have established themselves in this 
country. 

The only definite action whiC'h the Brazilian 
Government has tak'en since the sending of the Embas­
sy's despatch under reference, has been that of the 
National Illllllieration Council which, in its most re­
cent meeting, held last week 9 passed a resolution 
concerning the admission into Brazil of 500 Jewish 
refugee children now in France and threatened with 
deportation by the German occupational forces. The 
resolution in qu~stion provides that the Brazilian 
Government: 

"a) Consents to receive, in principle, a group 
of these children who will remain under gov­
ernmental protection. until the world situ­
ation shall have become normal. There is 
placed in the hands of the respective gov­
ernment organizations the framing of the 
necessary orders to parmi t the sending of 
these children to Brazil; 

"b) Limits to 500 the number of childr!3n bene­
fitting by these conditions; 

"c) Requests that the choice shall be made among 
minors, from 10 to 14 years of age, for edu­
cational reasons." 

At the Embassy's request, the Foreign Office has 
undertaken to endeavor to obtain d$finite action on 
the part of the Brazilian Government at as early a date 
as feasible in regard to this question. This will 
naturally include ita submission for approval to P~esi-
dent Vargas, in its final formQ · 

..... 
l 

File Noo 800 
JFS:mp 

Respectfully yours» 
For the Ambassador: 

9/Y..- -: I • 

Jo£n%,;t/~1mio-ns -~~ 
Counselor of Embassy 
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Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 19~4-;t 
·_ \ ): -

SUBJECT: Jewish Refugees in Brazil 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 

Washington, Do Co 

Sir: 

I have the honor to refer to the Department's 
circular airgram of January 26, 1944 (7 p.m.) con­
cerning the Jewish refugee question. 

The discussion contained in the Department's 
airgram has been brought emphatically to the atten­
tion of the Brazilian Foreign Office and is now re­
ceiving the careful study of the Secretary General 9 

Ambassador Lefio Velloso, who states that he intends 
to bring the matter urgently to the personal atten­
tion of President Vargas. with a view to establish­
ing a more definite policy towards the acceptance by 
Brazil of Jewish and other refugees as an emergency 
measure. 

Pending any definite action of this type, it 
may be stated that, according to best information 

~ avai~able, about 50.000 Jews have entered Brazil 
since 1925o Best estimates indicate that there are 
now in Brazil about 70,000 foreign-born Jews, 10,000 
Sephardic Jews whose families have been here for 
years, and 32,000 children of the above foreign-born 
Jews, or a total of 112,000. Most of these Jews are 
in Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Porto Alegre. About 
90% of them are in cities. 

The greatest legal obstacle now existing to the 
free admission of Jews is Decree-Law 3175 of April 
7, 1941, which makes it very difficult for any Euro­
pean-to obtain a visa for Brazil. This does not dis­
criminate against Jews but naturally affects them. 
The exceptions to this restrictive Decree-Law are, 

-as regards temporary visas, that the admission is 
permitted of a person who can show means of subsist­
ence_ and can return to his country or origin within 
two years, and, as regards a permanent visa, of (a) 
a person who transfers from abroad the equivalent of 
US$20,000 i~ foreign exchange, (b) a technician of 
proven merit whose services are needed in Brazil 9 

and (c) a person of outstanding reputation. 

The above-mentioned Decree-Law gives to the 
Minister of Justice full jurisdiction in the exe­

_cution/ 
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cution of immigration regulations. This function 
has been, for practical purposes, delegated to Dr. 
Ernani Reis, a secretary in the Ministry of Justice, 
whose word is very powerful in all immigration mat­
ters. He has the reputation of having a very re­
strictionist viewpoint, although no actual instance 
is known of anti-Jewish discrimination on his part. 

On the other hand, a somewhat favorable piece 
of legislation, as regards European refugees, is a 
"Portaria" No, 4941 of July 24, 1941, which granted 
permanent status for the duration of the war for per­
sons who entered Brazil on temporary visas, but only 
for those who left their country of origin prior to 
January 1, 1941. This legislation enabled a number 
of refugees to take employment dr go into business, 

There is in Rio de Janeiro a Jewish Colonization 
Association of English origin. This organization is 
aimed particularly at facilitating the immigration . 
of Jews for the purpose of engaging in agriculture. 
It has built two agricultural colonies for them. - The local Director of this organization said 

·that, in his opinion, the high policy of the present 
Brazilian regime is not anti-Jewish, but that there 
are anti-Jewish individuals at work in it at certain 
critical points. He described as the two principal 
anti-Semites (1) the Director of the Departamento de 
Povoamento of the Ministry of Labor, now a member of 
the Council of Immigration and Colonization, and (2) 
Dr. Ernani Reis, mentioned above. 

END CONFipENTIM 

In general Jewish refugees are kindly treated in 
Brazil once they have arrived here. They are not free 
to enter the liberal professions, but that is only be­
cause they are foreigners, They have set themselves 
up, in considerable·numbera, in small commercial enter­
prises and .this has led to a certain amount of commer­
cial jealousy amorig their competitors who were previ-

,ously established hereo 

A-fundamental and obvious difficulty to the ad­
mission of Jews into Brazil is or COUrSe the question 
of transportation faciliti~s. This situation shoUld 
improve greatly, however, as the war draws to a oloseo 

l 
A further report on this subject will be sent to 

the Department at a later date. . 
Respectfully yoursp 
~or the Ambassador: 

·-\-
File No. 800 
Jll'ss~p 

Jo~~ 
Counsel~r or Embassy 
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nollfi!MI O'l tmttouttov m muzn. 

IE • i!A'IjL!%! Pmp!! - JWdAU 

Gontt.atag the ..._,_..toll of tbe 41-.etloae of ~ fut.,_ 
lnlpatloa 1101t.01 of :!indl, we GAll ~>UaUoa to a neo11lUea 
a40"Pt114 ~tile ilMSllla ~·· of toeuq •acalllet tke 111au 
enft1loe ~tf h\nve tate aatlGilal terrUorr'. 

'!'he ~ner waa ~. lllal}dHI Plahetro Maollll4o, Wllo 11 also a 
••ll•r et tile on..-u of t..tpa\lea aad 0&\oat.wattoa. .aaenc etller 
tblqe, he eteh4J 

,.._.,.,.. nperleuee ta CldlleoUoa vtth the .,.,... Jrot!se" 
C.16111" Mil t~o 11l!esea.te ~·. ·~·~~~~ l• leealliMloa of ..-..v., ol\ov a eo~~Plete laolr of ....... • lfo onet4or 1 tbenfon 1 

tllat tho ••• tatntt.oUea !tf lw• lllto tale •plutaUoa•• •• the 
fonatloa of awtlel of ooleal .. le lll&4Ylta~l~. ttt. .teve vb luwe 
enteh4 BNetllea temtor, IIBe for nae011e wJalcth I u..,.. •• 111\tl 
aulas, ee\\1!14 don ta the creal 'Ulla outer• awl llelope4 to ta'"a"e 
ol'flo ynbl•• wtlU 110n, 4-.tlq tbeaeel'fH te tile newol .. of 
aetlYltl .. ~tb are 4_..&4 of .....-so '-Deflt for the ...at'Y. Jew 
drtete ltleaeelM• to la«s•tl7. an4 aou ·to ql'lftlftH.• 

the NJNI\"ter ftatehe• _. wtattllt!! \bat, onll4erlq tllat la 
lll'lllll '""" an ao "'' ., n1llln• illeUa•U•••• the lw• IIUt 
be IIA4e ..-1 te thlr fe11ft Oftllt.,... a4 oeaet4ore4 • the lla.S• 
of tbe ..._,.,,. fh!l vllltla tkq orlalllllt.a, Ill' n tlletr eal'Uq. 
BUll, ute lutpattoa le to 1te UG1'114e4. 

(wo uto Uuat fer a few :real'e tho vol'lll r.Y.t AJI4 Wlft• MYe 
ttp•.t ta •~• ut•• ea balpaUn ldll1 alH la ..... u oCu elYI.l 
1\onuat•, wht.ch J&ol~ ta tlle lt\MUtloa\lea aa4 4lHeNatleUa of 
tllooo lew• wile, oftlotatl:r, Vft14 llaft to \e •••tteN4 t~tUl to t!letr 
r•••"" ..,.,.,...., ""' le, ooaaa, I'Niae, ltallaa, •••· 011 
Uut othGJ hal4 U to pnper to etreeo tllat for eoH tllle aov • 
el'!)eeta117 attsr tke latl.a of 1Nro.,... nfapoe et01Jpll4 - ••eoa.brF 
llliJOftll ... !sat ._... attl'llat.t to suJl !ld!· '!be •Jt• !Ill d4 
Qlldll .,...,... la liiJ'dlllu •••• .,.1., .. " oeaeeqaeaoe of aall 
&vlqttae ,.,..., .. ef notal penen.ttea• ta a ..... terrltol'l•• or 
tuoo ... tnn.a- o.-.....). 

'!lie llrUtllu QaQI'ett of IOoi!IOilJ' alto dopte4 a NHlatloJu ••r, I!IOUHl ... wltll ...,. ....-.lao, OJ!POelq the t..lpaUoa lllto 
S..sll of ot•t•l••• pe.-oae 

Ae a nlo, otatebea penMae vlll be ... tl40ft4 wdoetnblo lila\ 
, .... , ..... , .. ..,.. , ..... .,,, ... , ....... 1 ...... 
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A nt'h.r tatereeUq arUole h }lUblhh-.1 b. the "»lute 4e !S, 
~o• 'F t.V. Gtovanaottt ta aae~ \o a ~totlAa et Aabaeeador 
Maollllo S~tane refenotag h the t!UllpaUon to llrasll of ou mllUb 
ttu.UIUlt. t.. f. etoftHIJ\U H1tbla• flnt of aU - all!l wl\11 001U'8-
eeously fnJIJr lJIIJB)' - tho rueoae vb7 Bl'aeil, •• MU81'. tJse :iJI'utUu 
nllllg elan 40d aot dew fllYol'lllllJ' a ••IT enoet't11 lllmlllftiUoa at 
vonere: 

•:Jl'Utl", 'lle vrUee, •ta the p?eeut Jtkue ef Ue .oeuale Ute, 
le ut 4 .. trou r.t a larp lut ... \loa rtf laMren, 1\ to aot d.ealnue 
of U lt~NAUoe, geotl or llatt, •to•• 'hli.ft '"" GIWI'Ill•llll h ... e of the 
vorkt.n~ ....... ~ the eu\&IH, dleolopllae, A1l4 •ntaa&Uoa whtoh 
.,.. YU'l' nltable to the JIIU"Uft1U iatereeta ef the tlldutrlal 11114 
eapltalt•t ola••••· lbl• Olaee doee aot vteh the .. ,ran .. of el-...te 
4htv~q to q t.a4utrta1 lMNf&4M 1111•114 oa tlUt adllll'll'ble .,., .. of low 

~ A1ll1 OJIOII'IIftiJ -· fltl. 

'Ill• 'IIU'ol)eu wonan ••'~••• ftlllt!.JI« t.aperaute &JI4 an aoou­
tned. til 4ofn4 tlletr rtcht• '07 etrtn•1 ,,_,. U101111 •"•" &peallf llllll 
an ut Mftd. by n~ot fer tile .,...tltuted dthltrlUes aol' by lOYe hr 
the OV1lU ef the faoto1'7, Jleltll .. , tlutv !lo aot hBUate to tlMlah the 
eapUalleUo eyet .. abeldUble, len fteh .. thett• of t11lll1rtltc ea4 aetlM 
vnltl t.aecttately be Cldl-ecl u4 'IIND4ect •• .....at•. 

1 4e aot 1a7 that tho lleatle r.t futol'lo~ clo aot hAYo tho rletit to 
tltllllr \Jau'\:1(. !for 4o I 8&7 tJlat tile volken "" Mt rl/Cht. t OJtlr eay 
that 4ulq tke pree .. t tonatlft pertn4 of lll'aSUlu tllllu\117 largo 
•••" ttl 1uo.,... wnu• Vft14 aot 'be aoeuuum well h•• la a 
eoela1 atmo.-plael'o wlllell h ettll hpeft'tou to dJ' u ... whleh an 
oo-.a ,.,.....,. ill Jlai'OlJO u4 la Nol'tll .Aanlot fol' UA8J1e, to the 
14• of tho l'tf)at of tllo wan .. te part let pate ta t'he tuplu 'fi'Oil t ot 
tho ~lntaUoa• tr!lero u wl'lr•. • 

'J'lat, pl'Mtetect l.llOYoae"t, ueltlllott ••• &wat.•nttoa of~ 
wel'kere. 'ftlo f'luaoH ....... 1!at tt:aawo ~ aoael'4111& to tile wltol' of 
tllo antele - wt\1 aet 'be ntal4 at \M ea4 of tu ..... At ta 1019, 
\he fthl ala•• will be etftllMr ~llaa 'hf<~n ad vtll b&Yo oou ua11-
a'ble f'ad.a. tJa Stlll::r, w1ttoh lo ttnly •tftllehalt ta C.t .. lla • ._... ... 
\loae, It vlll ut _,.tu ef el#&tlaa at all, 

Ia .... l•otoa ot.ta ... \tt vl1to•• 

•'!beN vUl Mt be .... lln&,ntlo lato liMBll. l'ei'Mpe \bon 
vtl\ aot 'h ll1lJ' btpatloa at a\l frea Uat::r. nal::r • ... u etND of 
rutaect 'bnrc .. t\.o vtU lellft tllolr uti•• laact ta lftl'ell ef • .,.&at 
Uta.• 

< 


