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"No. 18479 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
* - o ‘.L'?:A‘ S - .
Rio de Jenelro, October 24, 1944, N

;-
SUBJECT: Visit to Brazil of Mr. Jacodb Landau,
-of the War Refugee Board.

Teg 2% /F@{
The Honorable W (Ome -

The Seceretary of 8tate,
Washington, D.C.

gir; [ - L

. e n
- wlth reference to my despatch No. 18265 of Octo- b
ber 11, 1944 concerning the visit to Brazil of Dr. -
Morris D. Waldman, of the war Refugee Board, I have

~ the honor to inform the Department that Mr. Jacob

Lendau arrived in Brazil some days asgo, subsequent 9
to the @eparture of Dr. Waldmaen, and to report that’
he has been in continuous touch with me.

I have had a number of conversations with Mr.
Landau concerning the alms of the War Refugee Board
in so far as possibilitles of thelr achlevement in
Brazil are concerned. I told him of Presldent Vargas
having personally authorized the entrance 1into Brazil
of 500 refugee children from Europe. Mr. Landau stated
that he had been informed of this encouraging news and
he suggested that he would llke to speak to Ambassador
Lelo Velloso with a view to having the Forelgn Offlce
instruct the Brazilian Legation at Bern to issue the
necessary visas. I informed him that I would be glad
to arrange an interview for him with the Forelgn Min-
ister; subsequently he told me that the loocal Jewlsh
%gadere had dissuaded him from doing anything about

is.

A

I Mr. Landau told me of his interest in looking
into the possibjlity, whlle in Brazil, of obtaining
exemption for Jewlsh refugees from the obligatory ten
to thirty per cent payment by Axlis subjects into a
speclal indemnization fund, as provided under decree-
law No. 4166. I informed him that I would be glad to
asalst him in every appropriate way toward a satis-
factory solution of this matter and I have arranged
a meeting for him with the Director of Exchange of the
Bank of Brazil. B .
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 .As ‘the Depariment may know, Mr. Landsu, in |
- addition to hile agsoaiation with the War Refugee
- Beard, ia also a representative of the Overeeas

News Agenoy and in the latter capacity-he-has re-
quested me to arrange an interview with Ambassador.
Le¥o -velleso which I have succeeded in doing. The -
Embassy le also meking arrangements for Mr. Landau
to .meet the Director- General and other offiglals of
Lo ) the Department of Press and Propagande.

Respectfully yours, i

\\\ .

1y J - e iy

\ }W »
~ T J. nnelly \:

. Chargé d'Affaires ad interim

I
.

+

¢C; American Embsssy, Mexlco, DoFo

File No. 800
RFCILEF -
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No. 18266 Rio de Janeiro, Ootober 11, 194k

v
. SUBJECT: Visit to Bré;il of Dr. Morris D. Waldman
¢ of the ‘War Refugee Board.

' 9
N 1 - T . 1n)"‘kv th,v#(ﬂ pﬂﬁl sz»a)

) W
3 w“?e%”ww

With reference to the Embassy's despatoh No. 182f3
of October 6, 1944, reporting the vislit to Brazil of
Dr. Morris D. Waldman of the War Refugee Board, the Chargé
d'Affaires ad interim has the honor to transmit herewith .
a copy of a self-explanatory letter dated October 8, from )
Dr. Waldman. .o
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Enclosure to despateh No. 18266
dated October 11, 1944 sent fromW
the Embassy at Rlo de Janeiro.

COPY

October 8, 1944

Dear Mr. Donnelly:

I beg to enclose excerpt from a letter Mr. Messer-
gmith wrote to Foreign Minister Padilla. With this goes
expression of great pleasure in having met you and my
deep appreciution of your helpfulness. The young gentle-
men who asccompanied me to the Panalr Office and our Con-
culate was solicitous and efficient. -

I regret our mutual friend Wolf Klabin could not
arrange a meeting together. He sald he would phone you,
which I presume he did. He and Mrs. klabin spent the
previous evening with me during which allusion was made
to you. Your ears must have burned. K. certainly holds
you in highest esteem, & sentiment I cannot refrain from
gaying, which appears to be pretty general in these parts.

With high regard, I am,
Sincerely yours,

(s) morris D. Waidman

The Honorable
walter Donnelly,
United States Bmbassy, .
Rio de Janeiro.
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UNRESTRICTED -

AMERIOA

Rio e Janeiro, October 6, 1944

. , )
SUBJECT: Refugee Problems - yisit of Dr. Morris
David Waldman of the War Refugee Board.

The Honorable -

The Secretary of State / 1” a‘ ;5
Washington, D, ¢. 7 // L;hd"/3L~"fQ”f/ ,

Sir: ‘ 6 %r (’ V2

in the interests of the fefugee prpblem,
) Nl w

Dr. Waldman and I talked “at sofe length about the
refugee problem in general and about the Brazilian posi-
tion in particular. Dr. Waldman is sanguine about the
Brazilian Government's and people's lang range attitude
in this regard and he demonstrated an appreciation of the
problems in this regard. 7J;:jgdggug “jz ey

. e i Sy i -

I informed Dr. #aldman of the contents of the Embassy's

airgram No, -15683 of August 22 concerning President Vargas?

I have invited Dr. aldman to meet this evening with
me and Senhor Wolf Klab R, prominent Jewish leader in
Brazil, to eXchange further ideas as to the oconduct of
his mission. B

Dr. waldman has expressed his appreciation of the
Eubassy's awsistance and counsel. He plamns to leave here
on October 9 to resume his Journey back ‘to the United States.
Respectfully yours,

e A

Chargé d'Affaires ed-ldtenim

File No. Bngv

RFC/am .fﬁ




.

g -

¢ fia i
i

e CONTROL COPY

FROK

oo e (O

RIO DE JANEIRO
DATED: Septi. 28, 1944

UNRESTRIC 2D REC'D: october 3; ;- poli-

To the Se.retary of State,
Waul..agton, D. C,

A=l€28v Suptember 28, 1:30 p.m,

Refe ‘ence Department‘s'instruction No.
6372 of Ziptember 14, 194k

In =3ply to an lnguiry made today at the
Foreign G Tice, the Embassy wes informel that
the conts its of the copy of telegram no, 3082
gent %o Esrn by the Departmsntﬂgn Septenber 6,
1944 18 Lolng examined by the nister »f Jus-
tles and 1t 18 hoped that a reply may caorily
be furnicied the Embassy as to the position N
which the Brazilian Government mey sdopt upon
this mattor. -

DONNELLY

VC:mp

i
i
!
i
)
i
)
i

a




- = - o
. ) 4 - )
2 s AL - m
/ .

.
PaRaPIRASEH OF TBLAGRLGT EHCDIVED e
'
FROL': inericén Embassy, London /

TO: Secretary of State, .ashington /;>’[ y

DATED: Septeroer 8, 1944 Bg\!TRB‘ ‘ nBP\{
METLR: 7393 it it o
x .

The Iinbassy has been advised by the Director of

1GC that tlhe Brazilisn Ambassador in London has inforred

him that Bragll is ready to accept 500 Jewish refuree

child%en frem lungery who may be allowed to leave Tlungary.

Clovever, the Coverniment of Braéil does not desire to assume

any finencial responsibility concerning upkeep or transport. ;
The /ar Refugee Board should be informed.

-

CINART

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. Parks Dute'S-EB—L 3 1972

DOR:VaG1iFR  9/11/44
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AIRGRAM
FROM
/
RIO DE JaNLIRC
DATLD: August 22, 1944

RaC*D:  hugust 30, 5p m.

To the Seeretary of State,
weshlngton, D. C.

ﬂ=12§89 August 22, 2 poi,

Heferencs 1s made to Hmbassy's desap: tch No,
16511 of June 20, 1944 and to prevlous crrress
pondence councernlng the attitude of Braz:l towards
adnl tting refugees into 1ts territory.

P

Dr, Le#%o Velloso tells me that President
Vargas q;mself bas now approved the plan to bring
500, ,refugee children to Brazll, provided that the
Brazilien Governmeat did not incur the expenses

- of transportatlon to epd malntenance in tpazil,

He hes accordingly gharged General Ivo Scares, \ 5
Chelrmwan of the Brazillan Red Cross, with makipg i
sultable arrangements with approprlate Jewlsh welw
fare sgencles here to take care of them,

0fficial announcement 1s to follow zhortly. ¢

CAFFLRY

BO'S:mp

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

SEP 2
By R. H. Parks Date, 1 3 197
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‘Rio de Janeiro, July 17, 194k

SUBJECT: Jewish and other Refugees ‘3’&/%/‘/

[ Wan {%. /j/ M‘é _,‘) B

SIPE n

f(//é(/“/(jl . ;)

; n

: .

With reference to the Embassy's despatch 3

No. 16511 of June 20, 1944 and to previous cor- '1;
, respondence concerning the problem of Jewish :{i
mand other refugees, the Ambassador has the ‘*'
honor to transmit herewith, for the Depart- :I
ment's information, copy and translation of "';

a note dated July 13, 1944 which has been re-
ceived from the Foreign Office in this con-

nection. B

2
t{!‘
i
5}nclosure;
i/ copy and
translation DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

File No, 800 _ By R. H. Parks Date SEP 13 1972
EO 7 S:mp '
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Enclosure to Despatch No, .
16920 of .July 17, 1944 from
copPyY the Embassy at Rio de Janeiro

L]

: ) Ministério das RelaqGéé
DPD/194/601.34{00}) (00) Exteriores, Rio de Janeliro

0 Minlstério das RelagSes Exteriores cumpriments a
Embaixads dos Egtados Unidos da América e tem a honra de
acusar o recebimento da nota~verbal no. 2179, datada de
26 de Junho préximo findo, pela qual lhe foi enviado textqy
de mensagem especiasl do Presidente Roosevelt ao Congresso
8bbre os esforfos empreendidos pelo Govérno dos Estados
Unidos da América em aux{lio dos Judeus e outras v{timas
da opressfo inimiga,

20 O Ministério des RelacBes Exteriores muito agradece
4 Embaixada dos Estados Unidos da América o envio da men-
sagem em aprégo, .
Rio de Janeiro
June 13, 1944
{should be July)

E.R,D, .

TRANSL ATION

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Rio de Janeiro .

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents ite compli- N
ments to the Embassy of the United States of American and *
has the honor to acknowledge receipt of Note Verbale No,
2179 of June 26 Gltimo, transmitting the text of President
Roosevelt's special nmessage to Congress oconcerning the
efforts of the United States Government to aid the Jews
and other victims of enemy oppression,

2, The Ministry of Foreign Affeirs thanks the Embassy
of the United States of Amsrica for transmifting this
message, .

Rio de Janeiro
dJune 13, 1944
{should be July)




PAZASTY OF T

UMITED STATES ©F AMERICA

u

'y ¢ Rio de Janeiro, July 14, 1944.

- VAl |
No. 16894 X ‘PZ/”/&A/ 4 ).,

Subject: Publicity Given Statement”of
President Roosevelt Concernin? Refugees., :

VR e

The Honorable
The Secretary of State, .
Washington, D.C. o LN

Sir: - - .
1 have the honor to refer to Secret and Circular A
Airgram of June 20, 1:30 p.m., and to attach various n

articles and editorials which have avpeared concerning 1
Prasident Roosevelt's stetement .thot rerugees from lib- -

T erated countries would be received in the United States. 3

t The text of the President's announcement to Congress R
was printed in full in most of the Rio de Janeiro 1

L ; Tapers. - o
* s

kditorial comment in O Globo, July 12, praised lir. ~3

Roosevelt's attitude and said: "One of the documents [

of this war most worthwhile for the dignity of humenity —

...is the message which President Roosevelt recently AN

sent to Congress...There is not however, in this ges- h

ture, “a worthless sentimentalism..here is the spirit of N

e . a great man representing a great people...obedicnt to
! ) the teachings of Christ". :

llauricio de Medeiros, writing in Disrio Curioca

of June 27, refers to President ‘Roosevelts statements
and to his own suggestion in a Sso Feulo paper that
some Italian fermers, deprived of their homes by var,be
allocated land in Brazil for cultivation. He revealed

_ however, the text of a letter received Irom a "son of
Italy", "poisoned by the fascisnm og}Kussolini” in which » s
the wyriter protésts against Brazil®as a country suitable
tor Italian immigrents. Medeiros warned against "imposs-
ible sentimentalism" ior such as these, whom he celled
"enemies of Brazil". +

Respectfully yours,
- # - For the hmbassadar;

,-

Harold S. Tewell,

Vgl /30D First Secretary of Embassy.
Vzﬁc. with Orig.Only
File 891

DECLASSIFIED _
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H.Vm.‘a,.q Date_s_EH 3 1972 - ‘




RIC DE J.H8IRO
¢ June 27, 1944,
BECD: July O, 3 pm

L GOPY
To the Becretary ol state, B@%ER% &;

dashington, bD. C.

aC_
<=l

£--1195, dune 27, 1 p.m,

submi thed by Simmone of this

Followiry meanrandun

Buabassy today:s

"1 took up thils worning with Jwbassador Velloso,
vecretary General of the Forelgn 0fTice, the Depart..
ment's clreular alrgram of June 20, 194k, 130 pom.,
concernlng our active intersst in the question of
tinding places of safety for refugees, particularly
those from italy.

“in wy conversstion I reminded Mr, Velloso &f the
many previous urgent communlcstions of thls charaoter
which we had recelwved Irom the Department of Stete and
which hed besn brought torcefully %o the sttention of
the woreign Oftice, emphasizing the crisie which is now
occurring and the fact tnat our Government is sxtremely
anxiousg that other Triendly govermments cooperate as
far as possible along tne lires of our endsavors to
find places of refuge Tor these unfortunate viotims of
the war, I pointed out in particular the steps we havs
taken ourselves and the obvious desire cof our CGovermment '
that Braszll endeavor to take parallsl action,

"Mr, Velloso sald thet he was personally in full
gympathy with our viewpoint and felt thatthe Brazllian
Government ought to take immedlate and energetic action,
dle sald that this questicn had alresdy been taken up

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date SEP 1 3 1972
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June 27, 1 p.m, Trom Ric de Janelr:, Brazil

#

but that the Pre2ldsnt had tihne
tion %o open the doors of Brazil
any new immigration, sven that of the type under coasider-
ation. He pointed out the different schools of oplnion
throughout Brazil in regard to its immigration poliey,

and ssid that the present time was one of considerable
confusion and uancerteiuty with Tespect to just what an-
tion should be takea in regard Lo bths broader phases of
post-war lmaigravion in Biezla.. Tus kresldent, appsront-
1y, had never locked with particuler fevor on any plan

to permit an extensive influx of refugees Ifrom LBurcpe,

and Mr., Velloso said that hs wss not particularly hope.-
ful, in spite of our strong representations and in spite
of the evident needs of these refugees, that Brazil would
follow our line of policy.

1 gsked particularly that ae do what he could in the
matter and that ke bring to the President's atteatisn the
stTong feelings of our Govermment concerning refugees. He
promised to do this.™ ’

CAFFERT

J &S smp
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T moLoey .

Rio de Janei:o, Juno 20, 1944

: SUBRJECT: Refugees in Brazil

The Honorable
The Secretary of State
Washington, D. Q.

S8ir:

4 have the honor to refer to the Embasay's
Gespateh No, 16169 of June 1, 1944 and to previous
correspondience concerning the attitude of Brazil
towards the questlon of admitting refugees into
its territory,

B The Embassy hag pursued this matter furtheyr
i oa several occasions at the Forelgn Offlice, but
Ambassador Velloso staiied today that there have
been no further developments and no changes in
the situation as described in the Embasay's dese
patoh under references, .

The impression was gathersd from today's

conversation with Mr. Telleso that the Foreign
=0ffioe has had aifficulsy in enlieting the sotive
intersst of Fresident Vargas in this question,
although the Foreign Office apparently appreuia
ates its importance and signifioconce 1ln relation
to the possible approach of the termination of
European hoetilitlies and the conssquent urgent
need for actlon by various American Republioa

. ’along the lines whloh we have adopted,

: The Embassy will report any further develop-
meonts whioh may ocour,

Reapeotfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

John ¥, Simmons
‘Counselor of Embasey

File No. 800
JHS sap

i ) to the Department in original and hectograph

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

" By R H. Parks Date_SEP 1 3 1972 -




e Ibkol e

Rilo de Faneiro, Juné 1, 1944

SUBTCT:  Refugees in Srazil GQNTRUL GOPY :

The Honorable
secretary of State
‘ashii:ton, . C.

3irs

I have tiie honor to refer to the Departnment's
confidential telogrom i0. 1215 of .pril li, 1944 (8
Poile) and to previous correspondence concerning the
Prasident!s exescutive order estublishing bhe nr e~
Puges Board nnd declaring the policy of thé Unlted
Status Govermient on this yusstionu, .

Since the dZnbassy?s despubchl o, 14890 of Larch
11, 1Y4L was sont, the wmbacsy has constantly requeste
ed the Secrstary tiensral and other hiph officials of
. the roreign Office to-zive tielr best. attention to this
- natber in view of its iwportance and urgency, Up to
thie present time the »razilian Covernment has taken
no definite action in this nmatter other than the pus-
sure of a resolution alresudy roferred to in the ke
bassyts despateh above nentioned concerning the ad-
dusion into Drazll of 500 Jewish refugee children
fow in [rances

The jmbassy a8 now beeln inforned by smbassador
Castelo Brance Clarik, Cualrnun of the Truleration Coun-
¢il, thut the subject natber of the Depuririent!s tele-
gram under reference, after being glven cureful study
by the Forelgn OFffice, hus been teken up with President
Vargas in a formal menorandum, wikh the reconmendation
that favorable aetion be tuken to the extent which may
be Tound possible in line with the general immigration §
policy of Urazil, 'The Secrebary CGeneral of the Forelgn '
Oftice, abussndor Velloso, hus udvised the limbassy that
the President is in Tact giving careful study to this
question, put that there is no/indleation, up to the

o present time, that Tfavorable action may be taken.

The Imbassy will continue 1lts eforts in thls mate
ter and will report bto the Lepartoent any further de-—
velopments whiich may occur, o

' ; " Respectfully,yours,
© JFor the :mbaasador:

; . : . John ¥, Simmons
! . File No. 848 : Counselor ol kmhasay :
. . J1" 3P, | DECLASSIFIED ,7~2 ‘ . {

Btate Dept. Letter, 1:11- ' .

2y 131972

- T h ; ) ) ‘By:R.'H.Pnrl{s‘Dnte__SLP_

e e,




ﬁé L

ATKGRAM cgﬂ . :
© FROM
RIO DE JANETRO
DATLD:  Juna 28, 1944

~ RECID: Juir %, 8 an

To the Secratary of State,
Wasliington, D, C.

A~1205, June 28, 1:30 po.m. &

Following memorandum
Embassy soday:

#1 called on June 27 and 28 on Ambassgdor Velloso,
Sscretary General of the Foreign Office, with Tegard to
the Department®s circuler airgram of June 17, 1944, 9:10
a.m., in regard to the pussible pressotation to the Ger-
man Goverament of conerete propesgls upon the resolution
of May 31, 1944 adopted by the Bmergency Advisory Com-
mittee for Political Defense, at Montevideso, on the re-
commendation of the United States member, favoring the
exchange of German nationals in ths Western HemispherTe
against certaein persons belonging o ‘the oppressed psop-
168 of Durope who bear documents issued by or in the pame
of the Ameriecan Republics or other uon-Zuropean states,

"1 strongly emphasized to Mr, Velloso the Depard-
ment's view that it is essential to proceed as quickly
as possible with ths presentaticn tc the German Govera-
ment of concrete proposals based upcn this resclution.
I told bhim of the hope expressed by ‘the Department that
the Brazilian Covermment would be willing to Jjoin in this
common program and told him that the Department had ex-
pressed the particular wish to lears of any initiative
taken by the Brazilian Government tc implement this de=-
sirable step in strengthening the sommon front against
the axis. I brought out, in this.connection, the atti~
tude expressed verbally by Dr. Aranha last year, to the
effect that it might be a good thing for Brazll to get
rid of a large number of Germans still in this countrya.
This, 1 supposed, might have .m bearing on the present
question, especially in regard to Brezil's willlngness

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R. H. quks; Da@&_EE_]‘. 3 197?




A-1205, June 28, 1:30¢ p.m. from Rio de Janeiro,. Brazil

to effect some kind of an exchange of the type sugeested,

“lir. Velloso promised %o give this matter careful
and prompt study and to see whether anything could be done ¥

CAFFERY

JFS emp







that thare are 42 Framce sione spproximately oight $o tem
thousend sbandoned. or orphaned vefuges chlldren, Should the
Brasilian Bovexzment b willisg 45 maks -$¥de- faythor humsmitarian
offer;, please requsst the Hinister of Porafiu Affaivs 8o anthorize
its. ChiSf of Hisafen im Dara 48 losue the apprepriate xamber of

unfgration vivas aud to Bintein thelr validisy until suiteble
Ssassporsngien facilities Trom Bttzedand Yo Bragil bscome
available, %he Dresiliax Jovernment sey be Anfermsd that tho
spapisl Feprosentative of the Var Bsfupee Board Ghtachsd te the
* dmeridan Lagation i Berm will be glad to eecpavate with the :
Trasilian diplomatss and oasalar officers i this s vell ms ths
ell ether refuges matbors, . . . . N R

Plaase roport. Yy iaiémpﬁa qh‘wik’ejél th iy suggéekion has bean 6=

gsived Zavorably Yy 4hs Brazilan Ooveramens, and 4f sq, the

unaber of nddtelenal ohildrds 4t ds prepavst be aimiy.

A vapors has besnmesived By the Var RoTuges Poazd b Souher
Suan Alberto, Hiafuep of Pogaends Hoprdination, recently stuted
iz & privete inteieiew $hst ha b avép that Uresll eonld mesor
ably widerbaky & progeessive Five yesy progins £65 the esbile-
went of Jowlsh eng othar Hueopian selgaed boginnlay wich one
besdrod Shoswanll dativyg the A3 yeur - The stede of Gotnw was
suggseted by fembar Alborts és baving dlimaklc onditionn amt
sodural yosduress wiltoble -fop sdlonipation by Poropesus. It da
wwderdbosd that. U Hindetny i% peapering 6-9lan fov troveninsion
o the Yor Bofuged Boazd. Asy Puythop ind afion cencerning the
plan $hat th Inbassy can submif, Sugeths wikh 48k comuease
theraon, will Va aprreciatod by the B :
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SPECIAL ADVISER
C7 WPPLY AND Rm:;agg
H 1l

SUBJECT: Refugees in Brazl MAR{321944
< |  DEPARTMENT OF STATE
iﬁe Horigréble 7
i Phe Secretary of State \; A
- > Washington, D. Co ot Ay
= : N
gir; - & g b d¥ et
: Ve

I have the hdhor to refer to the Department®s
circular airgram of February 29, 1944 (7:30 pom.) in
which, referring to previous correspondence concern-
ing the President's executive order establishing the
War Refugee Board and declaring the policy of the
United States Government on this question, the Embassy
was directed to discuss this matter with the Brazilian
Foreign 0ffice and to make it clear that the establish-
ment of the War Refugee Board represents the United
States Government's determination effectively to carry
out without delay a policy of taking all possible mea-
sures for the speedy rescue and rellef of the refugees
of Europe. . o

“ As was indicated in the Embassy's despatch 14561/
of February 12th on this subjJect, this matter has been
taken up with the Secretary General of the Foreign Of-
fice and the question has been brought urgently to his
attention on several occasions since that time, and has
been further discussed &n detsil with Minister Oswaldo
Correias, Chief of the Passport Division of the Foreign
Office, The Embassy has been assured by these two of-
ficials that this whole question, in the form presented
by the Embassy, is now under active discussion both by*
the Minister of Justice and by the National Immigration
Council, and that an effort is being made to come to
certain definite conclusions as to the fundamental policy
which Brazil should adopt in regard to this important
question, There are undoubtedly many and conflicting

currents and cross-currents of public oginion in regard
to the general admis:ion of European refugees into Bra-

zil, and the polioy in the past has been in general a

" . 1liberal one towards this question., It is partioularly
" true in Brazil that racial animosities and anti-Semitism

havs never played an active role in determintggsgggationa
of general policy of immigration and this fao ould haveg
a definite bearing on tha prese#nt -seudies of the Brazlillan
Government, although it must be remembered that a certaln
amount of cémmercial rivalry has appeared recently by
merchanks in the larger Brazilian citles in conmection
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with developing competition on the part of refugee
merchants who have established themselves in this
country,

The only definite action whi¢h the Brazilian
Government has taken since the sending of the Embas-
sy's despatch under reference, has been that of the
National Immigration Council which, in its most re-
cent meeting, held last week, passed a resolution
concerning the admission into Brazil of 500 Jewish
refugee children now 1n France and threatened with
deportation by the German ocoupsational forces, The
resolutlon in question provides that the Brazilian
Government:

"g) Consents to receive, in principls,. a group
of these children who will remain under gov~
ernmental protection until the world situ-
atlon shall have become normal, There is
placed in the hands of the respective gove
ernment arganizations the framing of the
necessary orders to permit the sending of
these children to Brazil;

"b) Limits to 500 the number of children bens-
fitting by these oconditions;

"¢} Requests tliat the choice shall be made ambng
minors, from 10 to 1L years of age, for edu-
catienal reasons,"

At the Embassy's pequest, the Foreign Office has
undertaken to endeavor to obtaln definite aotion on
the part of the Brazillan Government at as early a date
a8 feasible in regard to this question, This will
naturally include its submisgsion for approval to Pgesi-
dent Vargas, in its final form. ' ’

Respectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

Z/ thj’ K?/u e -4._..
John ¥, Simmons

% - ! Counselor of Embassy

File No, 800
JF3smp - '
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SUBJECT: Jewish Refugees in Brazil

Lo Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 194k

S
The Honorable
The Secretary of State
Washington, D. Co )
Sir: D]
I have the honor to refer to the Department's A
circular airgram of January 26, 1944 (7 Pol.) COD= D
cerning the Jewish refugee question. - o
The discussion contained in the Department’s }?
airgram has$ been brought emphatically to the stten~ _3
tion of the Brazilian Porelgn 0ffice and is now re- =
ceiving the careful study of the Secretary General, ‘2
Ambassador Leflo Velloso, who states that he intends .
to bring the matter urgently to the personal atten- :
tion of President Vargas, with a view to establish- ;
ing & more definite pollcy towards the acceptance by 55
Brazil of Jewish and other refugees as an emergency §J
measure, —
-~

Pending any definite action of this type, it

I may be stated that, according to best information

! . available, about 50,000 Jews have entered Brazil

since 1925, Best estimates indlicate that there are

now in Brazil about 70,000 foreign-born Jews, 10,000 <
Sephardic Jews whose families have been here for

years, and 32,000 children of the above foreign-born

Jews, or a total of 112,000, Most of these Jews are

in Rio de Janeiro, S#o Paulo and Porto Alegre, About

90% of them are in cities.

The greatest legal obstacle now existing to the
free admission of Jews is Decree-Law 3175 of April
7, 1941, which makes it very diffieult for any Euro~ %
pean-to obtain a visa for Brazil, This does not dis-
criminate against Jews but naturelly affects them,
The exceptions to this restrictive Decree-Law are,

. as regards temporary visas, that the admission is
permitted of a person who can show means of subslst-
ence. and can return to his country of origin within
two years, and, as regards a permanent visa, of {a)

a person who transfers from abroad the equivalent of

U8$20,000 in foreign exchange, (b) & teohniclan of J
proven merit whose gervices are needed in Brazil, A
and (c¢) a person of outstanding reputation. ?E

The above-mentioned Decree-law gives to the Ié

Minister of Justice full jurisdiction in the exe-
oution/

S




-~ - -

cution of immigration regulations., This function
has been, for practical purposes, delegated to Dr,
Ernani Rels, a secretary in the Minisiry of Justice,
whose word is very powerful in all immigration mat-
ters, He has the reputation of having a very re-
strictionist viewpoint, although no actual instance
is known of anti-Jewish discrimination on his part.

On the other hand, a somewhat favorable piece
of legislation, as regards European refugees, is a
nportaria® No. 4941 of July 24, 1941, which granted
permanent status for the duration of the war for per-
sons who entered Brazil on temporary visas, but only
for those who left their country of origin prior to
January 1, 1941, This legislation enabled a number
of refugees to teke employment or go into business,

Phere is in Rio de Janeiro a Jewish Colonization
Association of English origin, This organization is
aimed particularly at facilitating the immigration .
of Jews for the purpose of engaging in agriculture,
It has bullt two agricultural colonies for them.

The local Director of this organization sald

" - that, in his opinion, the high policy of the present

Brazilian regime is not anti-Jewish, but that there

are anti-Jewish individuals at work inm 1t at certain
critical points, He describved as the two principal

anti-Semites (1) the Director of the Departamento de
Povoamento of the Ministry of Labor, now a member of
the Couneil of Immigration end Colonization, and (2)
Dr, Ernani Reis, mentioned above.

END CONFIDENTIAL

In general Jewish refugees are klndly treated in
Brazil once they have arrived here, They are not free
to enter the liberal professions, but that is only be-
cauge they are foreigners. They have set themselves
up, in considerable numbers, in small commerclal enter-
prises and this has led to a certain amount of commer-
cial jealousy amoig their competitors who were previ-

.ously established here, ;

. A_fundamental and obvious diffioulty to the ad-
mission of Jews into Brazil 1s of ocourse the question
of transportation facilities, This situation should
improve greatly, however, as the war draws to a close,

A further report on this subjeo% will be sent to

the Department at a later date, . B
: Respectfully yours,

For the Ambassadog:
7

) John F. Simmons

) 3 Counseldr of Embasay

Flle No. 800 DECLASSIFIE -

- SSIPLHD :
JESimp State Dept, Letter, 1-11.73

By R. H. Parks Date_._QEP 19 1972 . ' e
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T (MmARSLATION)

FROBLANE OF IMMIORATION I¥ BRAZlL

donsinuing the sxaminstion of the dirsctions of the future .
ixmiaration volicy of Sresil, we esll ntisntion 4o a rasolution
edopted by the Brasilian Jsagress of Zoonomy “ngainst the sasa
entranes of Halrevwe inte aationel Serritory*.

The repsrbor vas He, Mlypke Finhetre Kadkado, who §8 alse a
nomber of tha Ssunsil of Imsigratieon and Golamisation. Ameng other
things, he stated)

¥ravisus experienses im comnsction vith the *Yaur Brothers
Ssleay® and tho “Zcszents Oslany® erwerisnaen in lecalisaition of
Hebrews, ohov s esmplete lmck of wuseess, Ye gonnider, therefore,
that the muse fatradustion of Jwwe into the “planiations? or $he
formasion of nuslei of coloniee i inadvisabls, The Javs vho have
entored Brasilias Sarritory have for reassns which I diepeass with
aeming, sedtlad down in the great urdan centers and helpsd to inereate
oivic preblesms stil) more, devating themselven e the exeroise of
activities vhich are daveld of esonemic bBenefit Yor the cowntry., Yev
devote themaslves o industry, and noms Vo sgriculiure.”

he reparter finishas by stating that, cancidering that in
Arasil thers arve ao Pess o veligious dletinettons, the Jewe wwst
be nade equal to thelr fellaw ommivyuen sad censidered on the basia
of tha country from vhieh $they originated, or on their ealling,
84411, nass teaigration is $o be exdladed,

{¥e nots Wat far a few years the vorde yage and have
figarsd in the notes on immigratien and also in mwserous ofher eivil
documents, which helpe iu the Sdensification end differeatietion of
Shase Jews who, officially, veuld Rave to Be consideref equal to their
raspeative cruntryaen, that i, dermas, Trenoh, Itelian, etc, Om
tha ofther haud {% i3 proper to sirvess that fer ecous time Bov -
aspesinlly afier the influs of Furopesn refugess stopped - secondary
inportance hae Desn altributed to such wonds. The werde yage end

sppeared in Brasilisn notes oaly as a consenuence of amd
during the veried of yaolal persscutisns in Jernsan territoriss or
thess aontyolled by Sarmewd).

The Srasilian Congress of Noonomy aleo adopisd a vasslutien
vory gemoral and with muny vrecauiione, epposing the lumigration inte
%raril of viadelsss yarsons

As & yale, agatelass perssne vwill bs sonvidered mndesiradle Yt
the wvay remaing opsn for exespiione in WRwsGal sases,




A sathor interssting ersiole is yublishsd in the "Diarie 4s g,
Paulo® by L.V. Olovannadsi in answer $o s predioction of Aubsssadory
Hnoedo Seares roferring $o the immigration to Ivasil of ons millién
ftaliens, L.V, Cloveansbtl explains fired of 2ll - and with coura-
gecusly frank ireny - the raneoas vhy Brasil, or better, the Zrasilimn
ruling elssa doas net visv favoradly a very axtsnsive incigration of
varkape:

Brazdl?, R writes, "in She present phase of its scomanie 1ife,
1s nat desirous of a lavsze immigredion of labsrers, 1§ 1s st desirvous
of it hesauce, geod or bad, unlons have besn organined hers of the
vorking massea, having the onetons, discipline, and resigzration which
are vary saitable to the partieular inSerseta of the industrial and
eapltalisd olassez, This slsse dses not vish the ontranes of elements
d1eturding to as industrizl peace based on the admiradle system of lov
paAYy Al eneormsus wrefits,

The Yuropean workers posnass Tighting \emperaments and are scous-
tomed to dafend thair righto by striles; Shey discuss malters opealy and
are not moved by resysos for the coystituted authorities nor by leve for
the ownsr of Ahe factory. Desides, they 4o not hesliase to declars the
eapitelistic systan abaminadla, Ners sush sethads of thinking and aeting
wsgld immedintely be condumed and branded as communien,

I 45 not say that the hesds of factories do uod have dhe right to
think Shusly. Hor 40 1 say thad the wvorkers are not right, I only eay
that daring the present farmadtive porind of Erasilian industiry large -
nnsoes of Furspssn workere wsuld not be soslimatirzed well here fn a
social atnosphers which e 811l fapervious to any deas which are
conmon patrizeny {n Purepe and in Forth Aserton: for sxampls, to She
tdea of the right of the worker to partlaipate in the durplus prefit of
the “plamtation® vhers he works

That, predicted Hovemnsttl, cxsludes mass immigration of Rurapean
workers, The favmers vamsin, M thave & acgarding %o the writar of
the article - will and Ye rulned at She end of the war, As in 1019,
the rural slags will be strenzer thza befure and will Dave soxe mu— .
able fumds, In Itely, vhioh is firaly entrenshed in Catholde ouﬂl»-
Sicns, 1% vwill nob think of emigzrating ad =ll.

In oonclusion Olovannessi writen:

“here vill not Be mass Lmnigrasion into Arasil. Perlape there
uwill not %e any migraston at all frem Italy. Only a small etvesn of
ruinsd dourgesils vill lesve thair native land in seared of a quiet
1ife."

Tnolosure in Yiddieh,

TR 8¢8I 97

(COPY = 1nd 3-17-44)




